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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, November 19, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In remembrance of Sue Thompson

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'd like to rise and pay tribute to a
fantastic lady, a former employee of Environmenkdt, and
a good friend to a number of staff in the departtnas well as
throughout the entire government — that is Sue Tsom.

Sue was born in Calgary, Alberta, the daughter afrisy
and Joan Thompson.

Growing up, Susan was a natural athlete, particigan
all kinds of outdoor activities and sports, likesbball, ice
hockey and Triwood’s first girls soccer team. Thantinued
throughout her life and grew to include many acclishp
ments, such as hiking, fishing, boating, bikingjrsming and
scuba diving. Sue graduated from William Aberhedigh
School in Calgary, Alberta, in 1978. In 1982, aftempleting
college at Vermilion, Susan moved to Whitehorse kofy
where she began a 20-year career as a fisheriesi¢en and
biologist for the Department of Fisheries and Oseand for
the Department of Environment for YTG.

In 1984, Susan travelled to Kenya as a volunte#r @a-
nadian Crossroads International. It was a jourret fuite
literally changed her life, a journey that formée foundation
for her work and the friendships that drew her baxkenya
for the next 28 years. While in Kenya in 2003, Susas ap-
proached by a group of rural fish farmers for adviOver the
next eight years, Susan’s passion for fish and conity de-
velopment cumulated in Fish4Kenya, a project shesldped
to assist and train these fish farmers. Duringtinee in Kenya,
Susan also purchased 15 sewing machines and opemaédr-
ing school, which has helped more than 150 studesie
started a lunch program at a local school and bapasted
many students through high school. In 2010, Susas
awarded a Rotary Peace Fellowship Scholarshipptie Ca-
nadian selected that year, to study peace andiciorgsolution
at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, ThailandweShoped
to incorporate these teachings into her work iny&en

Susan loved all animals, but especially her twocolaie
labs, named Nitschka and Duffle, who enjoyed thet lodf
situations living with Susan. They were devoted andstant
companions throughout her Yukon years.

inspiration to all. On any given day, she wouldéavcrowd of
visitors, surrounded by great love and true friduypks.

Susan was an eternal optimist and a very giftegqoer
who lived a rich and varied life and embraced nepeeiences
with great energy. Susan will be remembered for her
generosity, her love of sweatpants and ball capssinile, her
optimism and her belief that we all have the apilind
responsibility to make a positive difference insthivorld no
matter the circumstances.

Susan will be profoundly missed by her loving fandhd
many friends. Among those, Mr. Speaker, is my motthwo
played on her fastball team and hockey team, aatisthow I,
as a child, had the chance to meet Susan. | wikddviembers
to join me in paying tribute to Susan Thompson.

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, | too would like to read a
tribute to Sue Thompson. | apologize if there is1ieaepetition
in it, but she was deserving.

| rise today on behalf of the members of the Odfici
Opposition and the Third Party to pay tribute tdoag-time
Yukoner and a friend, Sue Thompson.

Sue was born in Calgary, Alberta to Joan and Murray
Thompson and completed her education and trairieget In
1982, Sue moved to the Yukon to begin her longezass a
fisheries technician and biologist, both for thepBement of
Fisheries and Oceans and for the Department ofr&mwvient.
Through her work, she travelled all over the Yukspending
time on our many lakes and rivers all over this ubiéa
territory. She counted and identified the many gseof fish,
caught and tagged fish, and prepared reports, white the
least favourite part of her work. She loved herearand she
thrived on it and the people she met along the way.

Sue had another love, and that was her love fdcéfnd,
in particular, the people of Kakamega, Kenya. Tenth she
was known as “Momma Susan.” This title was abowirth
respect and love for her. Sue first travelled tmy&ein 1984 as
a volunteer with Canadian Crossroads Internatioltakas a
life-changing journey for Sue and she would rettorAfrica
over and over.

Sue had a special relationship with the people and
community of Kakamega. It was there that Sue hadibgest
impact on people’s lives. Sue’s passion for fishd dor
community building resulted in the project called
“FishdKenya”. Through this program, Sue worked wither

w 100 local farmers to build and set up economicei@ple fish

farms. These farms provided farmers and their femihot
only with income, but nutritious food. Sue workeatd side by
side with these farmers to build the fish farms teath other
skills like bookkeeping.

She didn’t stop there. She purchased sewing mazlking
opened a tailoring school that helped studentslaaw skills.
And she didn't stop there. She started the lundgngam, and
personally, through her own finances, supportedynséindents

In October of 2011, Susan was diagnosed with breaghrough high school. She also worked with the comityuto

cancer and began her brave battle. During the fimahth in
Whitehorse hospital, Susan’s courage and dignitys \aa

procure bicycles, the most common mode of travettuiral
Kenya. Sue rolled up her sleeves and worked aldegtie
people — her friends — to build a strong community.
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Sue leaves behind a community of family, friendsd a that is in no small part due to the natural resewpportunity
coworkers all touched by her love, her passiond,tar infec-  within Canada and within the Yukon.
tious smile. No one could come to know Sue andh®in- For the previous two years, the Yukon has expeeéme-
spired and drawn in by her vision of what coulddbee. Many cord-breaking numbers for claim staking and minesgllora-
of us will look at a situation and think, “What ddU possibly  tion.

do?” Never Sue. She was the eternal optimist wholdvimok This year has seen the industry concentrate orheurt
hard and work for solutions. She believed we atl tieat abil-  exploration of their properties, and we are seéhggindustry
ity and, more importantly, the responsibility to keaa positive mature and settle in for the long term. The Yukomegnment
difference in this world. It’s the challenge shaves all of us. is committed to improving the investment climateYinkon by

continuing to provide regulatory clarity and a atrgined

Sue died on October 25, 2012, of breast cancerleglves regulatory regime, as well as identifying areas mghéhe

behind her mother and father, Joan and Murray,bnether  various elements of the process can be made to ware
Richard and sister Cheryl and other family memb&ke effectively.

leaves behind her friends across Yukon and Caretth,she Yukon government provides baseline information on

leaves behind the community of Kakamega, Kenyantarn  Yukon’s geology and mineral potential to supporpleration

her passing, but celebrate her life and many actishmpents. efforts and land and resource management decisidre.
Sue’s favourite quotes: “Life is a journey.” andnjgy the  support mineral industry associations, both theofu€hamber

ride.” of Mines and the Klondike Placer Miners Associatiwiih

assistance and work on joint initiatives to inceegsublic

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS awareness of the benefits of the industry andnipoitant role
Ms. Stick: I'd like at this moment jUSt to introduce it plays as a part of the Yukon’'s economy.

Bob Van Dijken, who was a very close friend of Sue’ Yukon government has also made significant investme

in infrastructure development which facilitate tirewth of the
Geoscience Week economy as a whole and the mining sector as afgppart of
Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise today to pay tribute to it. All of these government initiatives are discedsat the

Yukon Geoscience Forum and Geoscience Week. TheryYuk Yukon Geoscience Forum. The knowledge sharing abers

Geoscience Forum is currently celebrating itd 40niversary _cJ\:jer tthefse fOl:jr. days a:sgstsl us Oclciillectllve;]lly 'rt]j imgvthe
this year. From November 18 to 21 at the Geosci&mram, industry forward in a sustainable and knowledgestiasanner.

miners, geologists, entrepreneurs and the Yukorigutll Attendar_me_ _and parnmpgtlon at _the Geoscience rfonas
come together to showcase the latest science, gjealo grown significantly from its roots in the early X8/ but the

discoveries and industry developments. It's a timeelebrate purpose has always been the same: to ensure theanYu

the accomplishments of Yukon’s mineral industry andremains a Iea}ding jurisd_iction not only in_ Canabt in _the
celebrate its role in a strong, diversified econaang to look world, for having a sustainable long-term indusing leading-

ahead at the challenges and successes anticifatiidin the edge rt_esearch_ and an mdus_t_ry that provides  sigmifi
short term and the long term. economic benefits to all Yukon citizens.

The Geoscience Forum is an important event beddese l\!;)ttz;bly, Yukon IS thg quly lF"tStf. World JurI;SéCtIOtD
industry thrives on having a dependable, regulator)i;’ermI ree major mines in the last five years) re are

environment, a promising resource base, and anragyity to others that are in the permitting process — a sifjyfuture

In recognition of Yukon Geoscience Forum and

share information and make connections. The Yukbaniber economic opportunity — including VicForia Gpld arttie
of Mines does an excellent job of organizing theufo, and Mactung property, as well as exploration projediat tare
' underway.

this year | understand that the number of delegatas an all-
time high.

The Yukon government and staff play an importard an
integral part of the forum. Government geologistee a

So, Mr. Speaker, here’s to another 40 years andraky
and | am pleased to pay tribute to the" Zénniversary of
Yukon’s Geoscience Forum.

delivering talks, displaying posters of their latessearch and, Applause
[ ith lators, ticipating i i ith _
along with regulators, are participating in conasiens wi Mr. Tredger: M. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the

the public and industry members. Yukon's opportunis
evident in the fact that the Yukon’s mineral indysand the
economy have seen considerable growth in recent yead
been an important part of the Yukon’s economic jpeoisy.

If members and those listening look around the evtitey
can see very clearly that all 17 countries witthie EU zone are
now in recession. We have a situation where cassuch as
Greece are on the verge of economic collapse.dntiust of
this is the success that Canada has relative toetteof the
world, and that the Yukon has relative to the @sCanada,

Official Opposition to pay tribute to the annual dSeience
Forum currently being held at the convention centre

It is indeed a showcase of achievements in ouwitigi
minerals economy, from the short courses and wopgsio the
exhibiters and speakers. | was fortunate to attéedYukon
mining summit and the Yukon placer forum on the ke,
both of which | found very interesting and inforiwat | must
applaud the Yukon Chamber of Mines and the YukondGo
Mining Alliance for the quality of presentationsdathe crea-
tive efforts to meet some of the challenges facingindustry.
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As well, at the Yukon placer miner forum, | muspkud the
Yukon Geological Survey for the work they did irttegy that
up.

On Saturday, at the Yukon mining summit, | was redet
that time is critical and we must begin now to takeantage of
emerging opportunities. Leadership from First Nagioindus-
try and government is crucial. The sharing of ideasd the
discussion of possibilities on Saturday left eveeyavith new
purpose and interest in working together as weagwdrd to
meet these challenges.

| was also fortunate to attend many of the presiemns at
the Yukon placer forum. It is of great benefit tostindustry
and members of this industry to be
accomplishments by various sectors in the miningldfi
Excellent work has been done in preparing workiagadand
mapping by the Yukon Geological Survey. | particiyla
enjoyed the presentation on the placer gold patkntap and
the discussion around it. This should prove to kelaable tool
for future exploration and claims.

The Geoscience Forum is an important venue to cariimu
cate new ideas and to display the success of auingnindus-
try. It is an opportunity for all Yukoners to conegether to
learn, share and celebrate the many contributibtiseomining
industry. It continues until Wednesday, and | emage every-
one to drop by and take advantage of the work eplay and
walk through the trade show.

I would be remiss if | didn’t mention the map ancre
display, which is not at the regular venue, buhatWestmark
Whitehorse, and it is indeed something to beholdkésure
everyone gets an opportunity to get over ther@umtespoint in
the next three days.

updated on

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the
Liberal caucus to pay tribute to the"4@nnual Geoscience
Forum and trade show.

Mining has come a long way from the Klondike Gold
Rush. Mining has been the lifeblood of Yukon forepvi00
years and it's still going strong. Local companikave

There were presentations on innovations in the eplac spearheaded the exploration boom, which is corsidéy be

industry. 1 was impressed by Randy Clarkson’s priggeon on
ways to improve sluicing and | commend him for therk
done in sharing this information through CIDA witthird
World countries.

| was particularly taken by Ray Brosseuk&merging
business and the development of the gold machiag. iR a
placer miner who has worked for many years in Ba@d
currently has an operation on Mayo Lake. He haggded an
efficient way of separating gold and other precimetals from
placer gravels. It has an over 92-percent recovaty and
lower water consumption than traditional systems.id
portable, easy to set up, and simple to operatesd lelements
mean that there are overall operating costs anceases in
gold recovery, which makes for more profits for thimer. I'd
like to congratulate Ray for designing this ingersionvention
and wish him the best as he enriches all placeersiin the
future. He certainly created a lot of excitementSaturday.

In the placer mining industry, I've been very forate to

the largest geochemistry experiment in North An@ric
history, mostly due to local crews, such as theu@doTruth

crew in Klondike. After exploration, these prosmest have

reached out to junior companies to use their eiggexn the

ground in different capacities — new technologidse GPS

and mapping software, for example. Using these meedern

techniques, mining and exploration have continweddvelop

and adapt.

Today we are in a new gold rush. The Yukon is tB8 1
most active jurisdiction in mineral exploration and
development in the world. In 2011, exploration exglitures in
the territory surpassed $300 million, and mineraldpiction is
estimated to reach over $485 million. Today, witogcience
techniques available, mining has become more efftciThe
Yukon Geoscience Forum and trade show is a grest tor
the mining industry to gather and showcase theield@ments
in mining and exploration and to come forward witieir
counterparts and companies to share knowledge awd n

work with and alongside many placer miners and withtechniques. It is also time for the industry to eoforward and

members of the quartz mining industry. | have nf&nt in
Mayo, in Dawson and Keno; I've taught their childri@ our
schools; I've worked with them on school councilada
coached with them. | salute their contributions oo
communities. I've met them in local welding shofise shops

to talk about the concerns from an investment mtbe. For
mining companies to continue to invest in the Yykee must
be able to offer regulatory certainty, road acdsfsi and
sufficient power. We must also offer skilled labawuithin the
territory, so Yukon benefits from job creation imet mining

and mechanic shops. | know the many ways the miningndustry.

industry contributes to our economy.

I would like to congratulate and thank members raf t

The forum is an opportunity for the quartz and ptac mining community for responsible mining and exptana. |

industries to come together to celebrate and shiheér
accomplishments with all Yukoners.

This year at the trade show, | noticed many edanati
booths and presentations designed especially fadreh.
Thank you to the Yukon Geological Survey staff ifmluding
their professional staff in the presentations. Tands-on,
interactive booths perked the interest of manyhef younger
generation. It was also great to see the bootleingtto jobs
and opportunities for women to participate in thaustry.

would also like to congratulate the Yukon Gold Migi
Alliance for the first summit, and also the Yukohanber of
Mines for all their hard work and commitment. | leofp see
my colleagues join me and the mining communityhatYukon
Women in Mining reception at the Kwanlin Dun Cultur
Centre tonight, and also at the Victoria Gold ofemuse on
Strickland Street this afternoon. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are there any introductions of visitors?
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?
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TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I have for tabling the Yukon
Development Corporation 2011 Annual Report andtthkon
Energy Corporation 2011 Annual Report documents$ #ne
available on-line as well.

Ms. White: | have for tabling a letter from MP Marie-
Claude Morin to the minister responsible for Yukdousing
Corporation. | also have for tabling federal prevahember’s
bill
Accessible and Affordable Housing for Canadians

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with the other two territories to support the cieatof annual
awards that recognize the excellence and achieverokn
northern businesses, entrepreneurs, and First MNatimed
companies across the spectrum of industry and cooame

Mr.
motion:

Barr: | rise to give notice of the following

C-400, titled An Act to Ensure Secure, Adequate,

We heard much the same from participants in thist pa
weekend’s mining summit. Land use conflict leade¢onomic
uncertainty that can drive investment from theiteny. So far
the Yukon Party hasn’t had a good answer. It's tiorethe
Premier to stop ignoring the question and take aesibility
for his government’s actions here and now.

Will the Premier tell this House how his government
growing conflict with Yukon First Nations over therritory’s
Oil and Gas Acts in the best interests of Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government continues to
work with all First Nations at many levels, in @ibration on
many different issues that affect all departmenfs thee

Are there any other returns or documents forgovernment. Just recently we had the Minister ofidation

talking about a tripartite action plan between YwkBirst
Nations, Yukon government and the federal goverrimen

Mr. Speaker, we have had the Minister of Health and
Social Services sign a new agreement with Kwankm Birst
Nation in support of child services. Of coursewdsn’t very
long ago we announced the new resource revenumgheith
First Nations, and we look forward to a formal s$ign
agreement going forward.

Mr. Speaker, we do Yukon Forum. Yukon Forum hasbee
reintroduced. We had one, and we are looking fadvwarthe
next one. It's an opportunity to get together witbhkon First
Nations to look at areas where we can work togetret
continue to build that relationship and work onasref mutual
interest.

We support intergovernmental forums. We have
intergovernmental accords with some of the selfegoing
First Nations. We're working with First Nations tand-based

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon totreatment. We are working with First Nations in ragimg

release all state of critical infrastructure readm plans and
community emergency plans in order to:

(1) identify gaps in our
capabilities;

(2) increase critical infrastructure resiliencygan

(3) engage the public and increase public awaresiesst
what to do in the event of an emergency.

Mr. Silver:
motion:

| rise to give notice of the following

cumulative effects. We have supported Yukon Firatidhs on
their financial transfer agreements. Mr. Speakee will

emergency preparednessontinue to work with Yukon First Nations.

Speaker: Order please. The Premier's time has
elapsed.
Ms. Hanson: Perhaps the Premier misheard the

qguestion. He didn’t answer it. The fact is thasthiukon Party
government, here and now, is creating conflict wihpect to
the Oil and Gas Actwhich will lead to economic uncertainty,
and that has spinoff effects. Ask the mining inkestt

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon toadvisors, who were here for the mining summit; tagkmining

extend the interim electrical rebate beyond Marth2)13 in
order to shield Yukoners from further increaseshigir power
bills.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: First Nations/government relations

Ms. Hanson:
in questioning the Premier’'s pursuit of conflict thviFirst
Nations over oil and gas development. In a recemtspaper
article, a lawyer and former negotiator in the detion of oil
and gas resources said making First Nation goventsnmaad
isn’t going to improve anyone’s chances of gettiniggs done.

company looking to attract capital.

The biggest threat to investment in the territosy
uncertainty, and the Yukon Party seems dead s¢along us
down that path. Will the Premier stop making exsused
giving the litany of all these wonderful things &dkelling us
he’s doing, and actually do something and direstrhinisters
to change course on this conflict with First Natidrefore he
rams Yukon into the looming wall?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As I've said in this House before,

The New Democratic Party is not alone W& believe that Yukon resources belong to all YwenWe

have been working with the Liard First Nation todaan
agreement on the Liard Basin for over 10 years.Hate spent
almost $2 million and a decade of trying to workamneement.
We will continue to work with Liard First Nation, it the
Kaska, in terms of an economic agreement. But vteiy im-
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portant to this government that we do treat alst-Mations
equally. Certainly, the self-governing First Nasohave re-
ceived a considerable amount from gas royaltiehénKota-
neelee area already — to date, in excess of $1@mdirectly
to self-governing First Nations.

society. One would expect the government to alsotwgaod
information to help make good public policy deciso

Last year, we asked the Yukon Party to look at Kdas
mining data report and consider the same for thieodMuWe're
still waiting for an answer. Will the governmentelethe call

We will continue to do our diligence in terms of of industry and public alike and gather and publ@h an

consultation and accommodation,
obligations but in fact surpass our obligations.

Ms. Hanson:
repeatedly that trying to divide and conquer is going to
work, and the fact of the matter is that the Yuk®arty's
actions here and now are leading the territory davatippery
slope to conflict, to land use uncertainty.

This weekend | had the opportunity to hear a resgec

investment fund manager talk about the factors itmagstors
consider when deciding where to invest and, despéeyukon
Party’s myopic view, the reality is that capital fsobile.
Government does have a role to play in ensuringpund
environment to attract and maintain the investrmexcessary to

We've heard from First Nations

not only to meet ouannual basis the economic impact of mining in ratbry and

make it accessible to all? If not, why not?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | know that the NDP doesn’t see
the value in the mining industry. | know that itsweery odd to
see them this weekend cozying up to the mining strgiuand
failing to reflect what they say day in, day outtiis House
about mining and about the NDP’s vision for endireg-entry
staking, the NDP’s repeated demands that governhikatthe
royalties on mining companies — which any investauld
tell you would make the Yukon much less competitive

If the member would pay attention to what goesrothis
House, the member would see this year that $420omiin
mine production is a benefit to the Yukon econorfiythe

build a healthy resource development sector. Thev Ne member sees the increase in the Yukon economy thairand

Democratic Party understands this.

from the increase in mining exploration to recoightevels —

This past week voices from outside Yukon havethe evidence is in the increase in retail sales;etfidence is in

counselled negotiation, along with finding creatseutions.
Yukoners expect and deserve this type of
leadership from their government. Will the Premsgat the
excuses aside and stop this conflict with Firstidvet that
every investor and miner knows threatens the funfrehe
territory?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
knows very well, but chooses not to reflect acalyatis the
fact that this government has done more than aeyiqus
government in working with First Nations on a véyief
projects, on financial agreements, on providingdfog to First
Nations beyond our obligations under thambrella Final

Agreement which includes providing the Liard First Nation

with millions of dollars to resource their partiaipns in
discussions on oil and gas and other matters withiir
traditional territory.

That includes providing to the Faro mine remediatio

project over $7 million to affected Yukon First idats directly
with an additional $2 million in subcontracts pmed. That
includes the work that we're currently doing withunfut
Gwitchin First Nation in north Yukon on a joint deion
document for the Northern Cross oil and gas apitica

What | would be very interested to hear from thember
when she talks about this weekend is whether stk the
mining companies the NDP’s vision for mining: emdef-entry
staking, hike the royalties, and shut down minesjuding
Alexco and Capstone. Did she tell them that?

Question re:

Mr. Tredger:
ticipants repeatedly said that there’s a lack ddrimation on
the costs, benefits, and other economic impactsioiing in the
Yukon. Investors in mining companies want this imation to
make informed decisions for their capital and thmiojects.
Yukoners want this information to engage in an tinfed dis-
cussion on the role of this industry and our econamd our

Mining industry data

What the Leader of the NDP

At this weekend’s mining summit, par-

the increase in housing development, the increaspebple

respansibwho have moved to the territory and the increageeimple who

are doing well today versus 10 years ago when thle@N Party
took office after the NDP and the Liberals decirdathe

economy. We see people who have prosperity, whee hav

opportunities and who see a bright future, in staohtrast to
what we saw under the NDP.

Mr. Tredger: | believe the minister must have
misunderstood the question. | didn’'t ask him foe tNDP
position. Yukon people know what the NDP positisnand the
Yukon knows that the NDP stand for responsible ues®
development. The question was about what this gorent is
going to do. It is time that the government tookp@nsibility
for its actions or lack thereof.

Last year the government said that better inforomats a
good idea. We have seen no real action. Industrjtsig the
public wants it; Alaska does it. We heard the Iv@yast has
better access to information and more reliable.data

Will the minister spare us a history lesson andekeuses
and tell this House why he refuses to provide tifermation
on the economic impact of mining that would benefdustry
and public alike?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The real question for the member
of the NDP is this: How can he fail to understamel benefit of
this that is presented? If he looks to my colleaguthe Minis-
ter of Economic Development — the work that hisatépent
has done on explaining the benefits of the industnyextrapo-
lating spinoff benefits, and the simple fact of t@wth in
resource revenues that the Yukon has seen andrdlehgin
income tax, both corporate and personal, as atresuthe
growth of the mining sector in the past 10 yeafse Tact that
we have major mines operating here today. Whenook of-
fice after the NDP and Liberals had their way witle Yukon
economy, we saw $6.9 million in mining exploratidnut we
had a situation where there were no producing bakdmines,
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and today the total combined value for 2011 of bathe pro-
duction and exploration was roughly $780 million.

Anyone should be able to do the math on the bettedit
has to the Yukon economy, on how many people tauagtail
sales, in restaurants, in any sector of the econibratyare in
service supply are benefiting directly from the ensector and
the work that goes on. Air North is another compahgt
benefits directly from employees as a result of.thi

So the evidence should be clear. I'd encouragentmber
for the NDP to do a little reading.

Mr. Tredger:
I'm asking on behalf of constituents and industpd they
have all consistently asked for more reliable agglutar data.
Despite what the minister opposite would have UgWwe the
NDP has long supported a responsible mining inglustrthe
Yukon.

It's not me who's asking the questions.

November 19, 2012
Question re:  First Nation participation in mining
sector
Mr. Silver: All day Saturday | attended the forum or-

ganized by the Yukon mining industry. The Premietoomed
delegates and left for the Yukon Party AGM, | bedie It
would have been worth his while to stick around tfuat day.
The issues that were discussed were extremely tanpicio the
mining community and they were similar to the ortleat |
raised in the House the week before. Another pevgumwel-
comed delegates to the convention was an elder fifzan
Kwanlin Dun First Nation. She actually commentedimiy
opening prayer that she was disappointed to lodkabuhe
audience and see not so many First Nation facesore,rshe
said. What efforts is this government making toréase First
Nation participation in the mining industry?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: We've taken a number of steps in

The NDP created the Minerals Advisory Board, ane th increasing First Nation participation in the minisgctor, and

NDP also sees the value in foreign public discussamd
industry planning for the future of the mining irstity. Mining
brings investments, jobs and people to our tegrittlr helps
define us. Let's share that knowledge with the dioflo best
embrace future mining opportunities, all relevamfoimation
needs to be laid on the table for all to see. Whah this
government put aside the rhetoric and produce
comprehensive annual report on the economic impatts
mining?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe the word is “rhetoric”,
and we’re hearing it from the NDP. | would pointtda the
member that he has stood in this House consistantlytold us

that Yukoners are concerned about the pace of mesou

development. The NDP has stood up and espousegi@opo
of opposing the free-entry system of mining, of deding that
government hike royalties and take a position tisavery
negative toward every element of Yukon’s miningusity.

They claim to support the mining industry, yet thatack
mines, they attack exploration and they are veitjcat of the
work that is done by Yukon citizens and do not apge, in
the view of this government, have respect for Ywksnwho
earn their living in this sector of the economy dhd fact that
the Yukon’s mining techniques of today are veryeaddnt than
they were 60 years ago.

The fact is that the Yukon population has grown amd
have one of the lowest unemployment rates in thtrp. As |
pointed out to the member before, if you look a thorld
economic situation, Canada compared to Europe arzh rof
the rest of the world — the Yukon compared to thst rof
Canada — we are doing very well economically, amat is
because we have a responsible mining sector asmportant
part of Yukon’s economy.

| would remind the member that, in fact, the Yulwes
been rated the happiest place in Canada in a reoevty, and
Canada the second happiest country in the worlé. rake of
satisfaction has increased in the past 10 yearsruhis Yukon
Party government.

that includes, | would note, the work done not dmyEnergy,
Mines and Resources, the Department of
Development and the Department of Education.

There is also the work that has been done by coiepan
individually, by the Yukon Mine Training Associatioand
others encouraging First Nation participation ie torkforce.
a | don't have the statistics right in front of meytithere
have been a very significant number of Yukon FNsttion
citizens who have been trained under the work déovuMine
Training Association and individually by mines. Thhas
provided significant opportunity for training. Tkewas also a
federal subsidy to encourage their participationl am help
them take that training. We will continue to workithw
producing mines and with those coming into productias
well as with organizations and with Yukon Collegetoying to
provide opportunities for all Yukoners, includingrgt Nation
citizens, to participate in the Yukon’s mining secshould
they choose to do so.

Mr. Silver:
have heard from two presentations on the futurthefYukon
mining industry. They both expressed concerns ablkion
being able to move beyond the exploration stagawestment
into the production stage. One presenter used wmnbile
analogy to describe our situation. It only worksalifthe pieces
and parts are assembled. When you have the piesed/ing
around in your garage, you don't have a lot of fierfeom
them. His analogy suggests that Yukon’s snowmabillging
around in pieces in the garage.

The presenters focused on different things the morent
can control: power, roads, and regulatory regines @ised
alarm bells about all three holding us back frorairsg more
mines open. This was followed by a number of mérstwho
spoke in a panel and basically told the conferetirat
everything was great. It would have been helpfuh#y had
actually heard the presentations. Instead of jaging that
everything was great, when is the government gtwraddress
some of the concerns that were raised by the ingditself?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: If the member were paying atten-
tion, he would realize that government has respdrdehings
that have been identified by the Yukon Minerals i&dwy

Economic

If the Premier had stuck around he would
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Board and others in the mining sector. In 2008,amended

This government has seen the population swell Esuat

the Quartz Mining Actto reduce the administrative costs by of the return of this industry to the territory atigk thousands

doing things, including allowing claim tags to barghased
before companies went out in the field to do exgtion, rather
than afterwards, as was the case and require@stttigo trips

of jobs, both directly and indirectly, and the iease in oppor-
tunities for new businesses — opportunities for &fudrs and
for more people to move here, which creates morersiifica-

to the field; the change also to the size of clpwsts from the
previous four-by-four minimum requirement to 1.5-h%

inch. Those changes — we have heard from exploraiom-

panies — in some cases, reduced their staking bgsis much
as 50 percent and improved the efficiency, as aglteducing
carbon emissions while they were going out into fiekel. So

we have responded. We changed lfi@ers Lien Actat the
request of the Yukon Minerals Advisory Board prexty. We

will continue to work on these areas that have hdentified.

The Member for Klondike knows very well that this
government is continuing to address these issugghbre are
always new challenges that emerge. When Capstane oa,
there was surplus energy. With the additional ghothirough
there and the Yukon’s residential sector, we noednt® look
at what steps should be taken to meet Yukon's gneegds in
the future. We will continue to work with peopledning that.

Mr. Silver: According to Mike Niehuser’s investment
in Yukon seminar, the Yukon has yet to reach itepitial. In
2012, investment outside of Canada is steady, n&té the
Yukon the financing of projects has decreased cdenably.
Gold is the metal that sets the trends and drihesnmoney
coming into the Yukon, yet having large depositshia ground
is a far cry from having operating gold mines.

We are losing ground in mineral investment, yethaee
the highest mineral potential in the world. Whemparing the
Yukon to the rest of the world, our biggest detetrés
infrastructure. Over 65 percent of the world’'s nmateénvestors
have a problem investing in the Yukon. Almost 2%5cpat of
these investors have strong deterrents to investitige Yukon
due to infrastructure issues like access roads, epow
availability. This message was given after the Reemade his
speech and before the ministers arrived for thgroatunity to
say everything is fine.

When will the government admit that all is not wafid
agree with the industry experts that we have vyetfind
solutions for our infrastructure problems?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what we’ve heard today in
a tribute from the NDP and what we're hearing frohe
Liberals is truly showcasing the incredible job tthihis
government has done in the past decade to brinipdarstry
that was almost defunct to a place now where itoatnivals
the entire Yukon budget annually in terms of itgeistment in
this territory.

We have three producing mines in the last five year
nowhere else has there been such an advancemenhaVée
three more projects that are currently in the YES#A#ge right
now. We've had not the highest exploration yea2042, but it
did rank up among the greatest that we have hadaiGky,
we’ve had the Fraser Institute rank the Yukon ia tbp 10
jurisdictions in the world, in terms of mining-fridly policy
and our responsible development that we have ditliustry.

tion in this industry.
Do we have more work to do? Absolutely, but | thim&
are on the path to prosperity and will continuéecso.

Question re:  Lobbyists

Ms. Stick: The Yukon Party government’s desire to
shut the public out and do business in secretaarcin the
proposed changes to tlecess to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act Today | would like to ask about other public
business of the Yukon Party: that's the lobbyinggo¥ernment
by paid, private interests. We recognize that ladtisyare a part
of the political system; however, the public hasegitimate
fear that paid lobbyists may have unfair accesmtbexcessive
impact on government decisions. Lobbying of govesntn
decision-makers must become open and transparent to
eliminate that fear and build trust. Will the Mités of
Highways and Public Works do something to improwg o
democracy and support rules to govern the paidvati
lobbying of public government officials?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government will talk to
everyone. We do that; we have done that, and wecaiitinue
to do it. This is a small jurisdiction, and | thitkat you, Mr.
Speaker, along with the rest of us, have to bugajies, we go
to the store, we walk down the street — we tallpe¢ople all
the time. | guess | want to ask the NDP: Should NG
registered as lobbyists as well?

Ms. Stick: | think it’'s my chance to ask the questions
and the government's responsibility to answer. Githis
government’s current attack on our democracy bgiotp the
door on public access to information, the non-amswe just
heard isn't surprising.

| am speaking about paid lobbyists. Yukon’s Comnft
Interest Commissioner has, for many years, encedrag
government to introduce legislation to govern Idbgy
activities — paid lobbying activities. For many ygathe
Yukon government has said no — no to requiring the
registration of lobbyists; no to setting out a carfeconduct;
and no to imposing penalties for violations.

All this government seems to say yes to is supprg@ss
information and keeping the public in the dark. Mtthe
minister tell this House why they reject the Cartfibf Interest
Commissioner’s suggestion to legislate paid lobg¥in

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm not quite sure where | can
start. | could say for example that municipalitieswould we
have to register municipalities as paid lobbyisfgRat about
the Anti-Poverty Coalition? What about FASSY? Whhabut
the Salvation Army? What about outfitters? What wbo
wilderness tourism? What about TIA? What about the
Association of Yukon Communities? What about
L’'Association franco-yukonnaise? What about Chajksh
What about the Yukon Conservation Society, with mhb
looking forward to meeting, along with Northern €s0Yukon
very shortly.
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Mr. Speaker, we will talk to everybody; we continte
talk to everybody. That is how this government eesthat we
hear what is in the interest of Yukoners so we @amtinue to
deliver for all Yukoners.

Question re:  Electrical rate increases

Mr. Tredger: No answers there.

The Yukon Utilities Board is presiding over whether
grant a 13-percent increase in the rate consumidrpay for
electricity. This will hit Yukoners hard in the gdaetbook,
particularly those not receiving a living wage the spring, the
minister said his focus was on having reliable telgty, cost-
effective operations and affordable electricityegtls a 13-
percent rate increase acceptable to the minister?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
hear that question from the Member for Mayo-TatchDoes
he not realize that the Yukon Utilities Board iguasi-judicial
board that is responsible for making that decisidris minister
and this government will not interfere in the rolethat quasi-
judicial board, and it's disturbing to hear the NRRd the
Member for Mayo- Tatchun call for us to do that.

The Yukon Utilities Board will review the case malg
the utility for that rate and they will make thecdgon on
whether or not that rate increase should be apgdromed we
will respect their ability to make that decision.

Mr. Tredger: The
Yukoners a glimpse into how Yukon Energy is plagrfor the
future. As the corporation seeks to increase wioalsemers
pay, it is receiving criticism for spending millisrof dollars on
research into plans that likely won’t come to fiit, like the
Gladstone diversion scheme. The corporation altoosaa
wind feasibility study, which it was given in 200ntil it was
forced to release it under access to informatiocemBnd-side
management can see real energy savings. It is dndmging
fruit and can achieve up to a 20-percent savings.

As Yukoners prepare to dig deep into their pocketpay
higher rates, can the minister explain why he hasstructed

Mr. Speaker, | am disturbed to

rate application has given

its citizens and creating a productive climateifmestment. At

the mining summit that was scantily attended byrtenbers

opposite, | heard industry representatives say thespite
Yukon’s abundant natural resources, the lack ofshmuin all
Yukon communities and energy shortages were wagrgimd a
major impediment to mining investment in new prégec

So despite 10 years in power, why has the YukonyPar
government watched these twin crises of housing earetgy
develop while doing so little?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Speaking as minister responsible for

the Yukon Housing Corporation, I'll address parttloé issues

raised by the member opposite. | did have the dppity to
attend the Yukon mining summit, as well as the Yuko
Producers Group reception and the opening ceremaii¢he
Geoscience Forum last night and the leadership cbrun

yesterday. | talked to a number of individuals. 8oof my

Cabinet colleagues, as well as the Premier, wesdt@ndance
at a number of the events already held and wiinattevents to
come.

When it comes to housing, what we're looking at -hatv
I've asked the Yukon Housing Corporation to invgste — is
a home ownership program for low- to moderate-ineom
Yukoners. They're looking at that and that will tae a
number of the entry-level positions in the minimglustry so

that we can move some of those individuals whocareently

residing outside the Yukon into the Yukon. Of cauyrshe
Minister of Community Services has come forwardhvétvery
aggressive plan in Whitehorse for lot developmé&¥e now
have lots available for sale over the counter —etbing that
hasn’t been in place here in a number of yearsw8dave
made tremendous effort on the housing front whemites to
addressing the concerns raised by the member dpposi
Ms. Hanson: What we heard from the representatives

there — people who actually have mines or are pdisanake

significant investments — is that if there is nodaavailable in
Dawson City, no land available in Mayo, and no affdle
housing available in those communities. The lackfédrdable

the corporation to put more emphasis on demand's'q?ousing makes it very difficult for them to recrogéwcomers

management?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
increased its emphasis on demand-side manageméiet.
member just seems to have been blissfully unawiteiand
not doing his research.

What | would again point out to the member is hedseto

understand here the NDP like to take cheap shots at
government whenever they can, but the NDP memb&r ju

stood up here in this House and demanded thaetfare with

a quasi-judicial board and asked me to step ianiarea that is

properly within the role of the Yukon Utilities Bmh The
member should retract that statement and apoldgize

Question re:

Ms. Hanson:
and has experienced the highs and lows that corthetiaé in-
herent volatility in world commodity prices. Therelittle any
government can do about this volatility, despiteatiine mem-
bers opposite might suggest, but there is muchvargment
can do to be a good steward in getting signifidesnefits for

Mining sector development

In fact the corporation has

to live and work in mining in the Yukon, and it nmsa as they

said, that they're going to continue to rely orntiftyand fly-out
labour — in some cases with more than 50 percenthef

workers coming and going on a regular basis.

They have limited ties to the territory and, theref pay
no taxes to our public coffers.
Now that the industry is adding its voice to thél ¢ar
action on housing, will the government finally workith
stakeholders to develop an affordable housingegyathat is
more than talking about a one-off ad hoc approach?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As the member knows very well,

we have been taking a comprehensive approach. Emeber

knows that, for the first time in quite awhile, Wwave available

The Yukon has a long history of mining 0ts for sale over the counter in many Yukon comities) and
we continue to work to support the developmentdifitonal

housing opportunities through the good work of molleague,

the Minister for Community Services and the mimiste

responsible for Yukon Housing Corporation.
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It's very interesting here to see the Leader ofNIRd® dur-
ing Geoscience Week standing up and professinguppast
mine development. When the member was sitting imidlustry
investors on Saturday, did the member stand uptelhthem
that the NDP strategy for encouraging mining invesit is to
shut down the free-entry staking system — whicty thave
demanded — hike the royalties — which they constbteale-
mand — and to take shots at existing producersisnHouse?

The member has an interesting view of things, It t
action the NDP has consistently demanded governrizdet
with regard to the mining industry and mineral @xption
would kill the mining industry just like the NDP diithe last
time they were in office.

Ms. Hanson: It's tedious — wrong, wrong, and

wrong. | suggest the member opposite read the NDP’s

platform. You know, we've seen these crises on ggneand

housing coming for years, and we've heard abouttreerns
of mining, not just at this summit, but at othendéis and other
places.

As we've heard, the Yukon has nearly maxed out the

capacity on the grid, and it will not be able tgpply a major
industrial consumer. This is not a new issue. Astéinds, a
mine that wants to operate will be on the hook ifsrown
power generation, and that may mean expensive amg d
diesel power. The government should be
constructively with the industry to look at how pemwneeds
could be supplied through renewable sources andugtr
demand-side management. Industry has needs; stoemthe
territory need new infrastructure. There is an oppuoty to
negotiate and work together in achieving these aieedl to
create a legacy for future generations.

Can the minister provide some detail about how he%

working with the mining sector to increase the cityaof
Yukon’s grid?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It's good to hear the NDP now on
record that they're changing their position on fhee-entry
system — very good to hear.

We know it's clear: the NDP are talking about ewerg
they're talking about housing. We're talking abqubblems
and challenges we have as a result of the grownagvébrant
economy that 10 years of Yukon Party governmentcheated.
We know that the NDP do have a solution for theslmogiand
energy crisis, and that is to eliminate mining. Whieey turn
mining off again and we again see thousands of Wakoexit
this territory, we won't have a problem with hougiand we
won't have an energy problem either.

Speaker:
elapsed. We'll proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitifethe
Whole.

The time for Question Period has now

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chaitrantiouse
resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee today is Vote 52,
Department of Environment, in Bill No. 7, entitlésiecond
Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 52,

WorkingBiII No. 7, Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ve will

continue with general debate in Vote 52, Departmeht
Environment.

Department of Environment

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a pleasure to rise and speak to
,this  supplementary appropriation for 2012-13 fore th
epartment of Environment. In my opening speech, go
through some of the details of this supplementargget and
discuss some of the items captured within.

The supplementary budget I'm presenting today fa t
Department of Environment would result in a modfage-
percent increase in the department's budget over$B80.8
million voted to date. Much of this increase is doeevotes or
recoveries, responding to projects earlier approvey
members. The projects | will highlight today shole twide
range of activities undertaken by the departmengratect the
Yukon’s environment and enable the sustainable obe
renewable resources.

With respect to operation and maintenance expemdita
total of $1.3 million is sought. In Corporate Seps, funds are
sought for four projects and approval for two intrtransfers,
for a total of $585,000. The first of those is $BO®, which is
sought for the first year of funding for climatearige research
projects. These funds are 100-percent recoverabden f
Aboriginal Affairs Northern Development Canada tgh its
climate change adaptation program. The nine projectw
underway in Yukon will increase awareness of theksi
associated with climate change and help develogtigee and
innovative solutions for our northern environmehtwould
note that AANDC will provide the Yukon governmentttwup
to $500,000 each year over the four-year spaneoptbgram.
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Adaptation is an important plank of o@limate Change

ritories and Nunavut are working together on clienahange

Action Planand | had the pleasure of releasing publicly thewith a focus on practical adaptation measures. paitnership

progress report on that action plan earlier thiarys Septem-
ber. Under that progress report, there is a chamgeresent
Yukoners and this Legislature some of the greakwoat has
been done to date on climate change and indicateomly
some of the work we've done, some of the work weloing,
but as well, indicate some of our plans for futwark within
this field.

Adaptation, as | said, is the piece that's beirnghljghted
in this supplementary budget.

| would note that it is a goal of tH@imate Change Action
Plan and the progress report is adapting to climateghaAs
we know, the effects of climate change are felensely in
Canada’s north and the Yukon government is dedigati
attention, time and resources — and in this budgetn more
resources — so that effective adaptation measueegasien
across the territory. Adaptation is both the actaping with
the negative impacts of climate change and emlgatire
opportunities that may arise.

will host a permafrost adaptation workshop in 2@&3bring
together adaptation professionals and researcbeexamine
and address the impacts of thawing permafrost.

In the national and international arenas, Enviromme
Yukon staff continue to participate in climate chan
negotiations and program development to ensure Yo&bn
and northern needs are effectively addressed.

Taking timely, effective adaptation measures will
contribute to the ongoing health and safety of Yhes,
advance northern innovation projects, and enable fisurish
in the face of a changing climate. | would be happywalk
through some of those projects in due course throuigthis
discussion in Committee of the Whole, but I'll hotdf for
now.

The next piece in this Corporate Services sectiopup
budget is that the Department of Environment cadtbdhis
year's Yukon North Slope Conference in October.,800 is
sought to cover the costs incurred, and those @®s100-

The Yukon government is taking action to ensure thapercent recoverable from Canada pursuant to Itiowialuit

adaptation research and innovation projects dellasting,
positive benefits for Yukoners. These projects éase our
knowledge and awareness of the risks associatdd ohihate
change, build resilience and capacity to addressethisks, and
develop and implement creative and innovative swhgt that
will work in our northern environment. | am pleastct the
federal government has been fairly supportive is #tnd has
offered this funding program through their climatbange
adaptation program to fund projects being undertake
Yukon. Of course, these projects lend some veryoapt
support, not only for the fact that they increase knowledge
and awareness of the risks and benefits, opparanind
challenges of climate change, but they bring thteseral
dollars to Yukon and inject them into the reseaind
knowledge sector of our economy. Developing th@&search
capacities here in the territory is an importarnpeas of the

Final Agreement An additional $11,000 is sought for
completing all of the work identified in the 2012-1FA
workplan — again, wholly recoverable from Canadawvas a
pleasure for me to speak earlier this year in Qatadt the
opening of that North Slope Conference. | hearchfeonumber
of participants, both non-government as well agjitneernment
side, that it was a very successful conferencejtamds a good
opportunity for folks across the co-management tspecin
the north Yukon to discuss a number of challenged a
opportunities they have in applying co-managemehich is a
fairly innovative and unique form of wildlife marament in
north Yukon.

The other projects under this section are as faiow
$10,000 is sought for the ecological landscapesiflaation
program. These funds are 100-percent recoverate ¥fukon
College. The ELC program ecological and land

Yukon Research Centre and is the reason why we hawtassification — supports ecosystems-based manadeams

provided such a strong level of support to thattregnboth

through the Department of Environment, as well he t

departments of Education and Economic Development.
From 2008 to 2011, the federal Department of Abpéal

enhances understanding of landscape diversity angystem
function. Also included in this section are two dinteansfers
from the Corporate Services area to the environahent
sustainability area of $3,000 each requested tpatpthe

Affairs and Northern Development provided the YukonNorthern Research Institute and the internationauthf Eco

government with $2.1 million over four years foragthtion
projects dealing with water resources, buildingasfructure,

forests and climate change scenario developmente Th

department provided additional funding in May of120to
support nine adaptation projects, which I'll expldiere in
discussion of this budget.

The Yukon government continues to work with loteatri-
torial, provincial, national and international peats on adapta-
tion initiatives that benefit Yukoners. Through tparship with
the Cold Climate Innovation Centre and the North@limate
ExChange, the Yukon government benefits from nonthe
specific research and innovation projects thatngtieen resil-
ience to climate change impacts. Through the paiteteal
adaptation strategy, the governments of Yukon, INeest Ter-

Forum the Government of Yukon hosted in August wjtbat
success.

Again, | had the pleasure of joining a number oé th
participants in that eco forum that was held, primdocused
around the Takhini Hot Springs facilities. | knowat the
participants included youth from around the circofap north,
as well as northern Japan. They had a chance ® itala
number of different activities and initiatives dugitheir fairly
short time here. It was a great opportunity for thoin the
Yukon to demonstrate to youth abroad some of tigagtic
work that is being done here in Yukon on climatargie and
other topics. They were also able to highlight ttogir fellow
northerners around the world what a great envirorinaad
great stewardship programs we have here in Yukon.
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In the environmental sustainability area, a totdl o staking activity and can be contrasted with forrkey area

$146,000 is sought for nine activities along wihpeoval for
two internal transfers. Two revotes are needed;fon$20,000
to cover the relocation costs of the departmengsy rield
veterinarian and one for $4,000 for the hydro-ggwal
assessment of the Watson Lake land treatmenttfacili
Activities for which funding will be 100-percent

recoverable include a Richardson Mountains mooseegu a
rut count of the Porcupine caribou herd and devebtnt of the
Yukon conservation data centre — $51,000 in all.cOfirse
when it comes to conducting those sorts of ungudateeys,
including moose surveys and rut counts of the Roneu
caribou herd, the department maintains an activeesef

descriptions and with local knowledge within thencounity.
This data will provide a foundation or basis fotufie as-
sessments of avoidance and effects this herd mayerienc-
ing under the current land use activity. Gatheffing-grained
or spatially accurate information on caribou habitae will
enable an examination of habitat selection by carilm rela-
tion to landscape factors, such as habitat qualitgess corri-
dors or level of activities on existing or futuretential corri-
dors. By deploying satellite GPS radio collars oateffective
assessment of movement rates and animal distributith be
gathered via frequent satellite downloads of GHB8rination
from each collar. Overall results support modelllagdscape

programs throughout the Fish and Wildlife Manageimencharacteristics and habitat selection to demogcayates, relat-

branch, which I'll be happy to discuss today ad.wel

ing habitat availability to populations. Existing\karea maps

New funds, though, are needed as follows: $25,@00 f will be enhanced with each year’s successive data.

completing the Klaza caribou herd study, which halsen
longer than planned as a result of poor weatheditons. The
Klaza caribou herd, of course, is an important thia¢ has been
managed through the Department of Environment dier
years and remains a focus of the Fish and Wildlif@nch of
the Department of Environment. There's a projeaiemvay
this year that | should mention; of course, renevetms
staking activities, combined with ongoing miningeogtions in
the Klondike Plateau area has highlighted the rieedurrent
information on the size, status, distribution amatige of the
Klaza caribou herd. This information is needed tpport
future project assessments and management recoratiersd
in this increasingly industrialized landscape. 8@ tproject
will follow a phased approach, allowing data evébhmat key
milestones. Over the first year, radio collars w#l deployed as
marks that will be used to evaluate population simeugh a
mark and resight census with marked caribou — iddis
female caribou can be tracked down through spriryfall to
determine key calf production and survival estimateeded
for the population status assessment.

These individual-based assessments will be contbleye
fall population level composition counts which, wheoupled
with past information and mortality rates from enéd
females, will establish the basis for detectingnges in this
herd over the study period.

These key assessments will be evaluated followieditst
phase of this project within the first three yeatége will then
consider if additional information is needed torease our
understanding of the herd’'s use of this range dsd &hich
factors need to be considered for land use assessrmaad
potential mitigation.

So it's these kinds of studies that are importamtus to
establish baseline data and determine understawndingdlife
populations in the face of increased activity iatthrea. This
demonstrates just one of the initiatives we're utadéng to
build that understanding and baseline data.

As we know, caribou distribution and herd concditma
information will support land management recomménda
by providing a current evaluation of key caribonges. These
will be relevant to the current mining activity atite mineral

Following that, in this section of the budget, #es
$20,000 for completing the Yukon Wolf Conservatiand
Management Plaand the Aishihik wood bison management
plan. Those are two reports that | know a lot ofithers in this
House would be familiar with. In the case of thelfwo
management plan, | had the pleasure of approviisgptan as
recommended by the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Manageime
Board earlier this year in April.

In my opinion, it's an excellent plan that realyctises on
a small-scale localized approach to managing wolaed
certainly relies to a greater degree on RRCs andl Igroups
for information.

Something that has received some attention ingiais is
the recommendation against the use of aerial wblif-k
techniques for wolf management, which | know hasnba
topic of fairly intense discussion in many yearsstpebut
remains an interesting one, particularly in lighf the
announcement by British Columbia that they are goia
undertake a wolf management plan in that provircavell. A
certain degree of interest has been associated wilf
management over the years.

As well, the Management Plan for the Aishihik Wood
Bison Herd in Southwestern Yukon (2018) indeed an
excellent plan. It was approved earlier this fallon’t believe
it was tabled in this House, but | certainly tabthd wolf plan
earlier this year — | believe in the spring sessidine
Management Plan for the Aishihik Wood Bison Herd in
Southwestern Yukon (20123 an excellent plan that was
recommended by the Fish and Wildlife Managementr@oa
done in conjunction with a number of RRCs, Firstidlzs and
others in the southwestern Yukon area.

It's an interesting plan, in that the wood bisoe eecog-
nized nationally as a species at risk, so the n@nagt plan
for this herd reflects that management need fgremies that is
recognized nationally as being at risk but, of seurin the
Yukon, it has a fairly healthy population. The rnecnendation
from the plan and through the Fish and Wildlife gament
Board was to maintain the herd at or around 1,00thals. |
believe that currently, the herd is around 1,30ictvis quite a
bit above that recommended level, which means et be
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able to maintain the hunting as an active managetoeh for

this herd, which | know is important for many Yulesa who
like to get out, especially around this time ofryeathe winter
months — when other hunting opportunities arenilable,

and bison offer a very exciting hunt and a tasgckrat the end
of the day. | know the Minister of Energy, MinesdaRe-

sources really enjoys bison as well. | can telinfrbis off-

microphone comments that he enjoys bison burgers.

As well, 1 would note that the Aishihik wood bison
management plan for the herd in southwestern Y dtamnfour
goals: ensuring the long-term viability of the Alsk wood
bison herd; providing opportunities for human used a
appreciation of wood bison; acknowledging and asking
conflicts between bison and humans; and addredaimt) use
and ecosystem considerations on the range of tishibAk
wood bison herd. The plan, as | said, is a good ané we're
going to be moving forward with implementing it otbe next
little while.

Seeing the time, I'll wrap up my comments on theowo
bison herd, but | would mention that I'll bring thap again
because there are some interesting issues witremepitation
that I'll be happy to elaborate on.

Following that, in this section of the budget, wavé
$20,000 for preliminary work to develop an air dtyal

management system, in keeping with the Governmdnt dhe Swift River

Yukon’s commitment at the Canadian Council of Mieis of
Environment meeting in October, to support this &kwide
initiative. | would note that there is a motion the floor of this
House currently to encourage the government toirmeatthat
support and that work, and I'd be happy to exptaime of that
work in greater detail throughout today.

In the environmental liabilities and remediatiorear a
total of $571,000 is sought for two important cleps of
contaminated sites. $153,000 is to be revoted toptete the
assessment work of the Swift River highway mainteea
camp. Assessment is the first step in determirtiegiature and
extent of contamination. Usually hydrocarbons aall are at
highway camps and tend to be the contaminantslevarce.
From there, the best options for cleanup are débexn

So when we do those early-stage assessments, evedaft
some on-the-ground work, which sometimes includdngj,
where we determine the characterization of the asoirtation
and then, based on that characterization, we ate #b
determine a plan for cleaning up the site.

Seeing that my time has elapsed, | will cede tberfl

Ms. White: I'd like to start by thanking the officials
for their thorough briefing. It was quite a treatitave six in the
room when | entered. I'd also like to acknowledge hard
work done by conservation officers this summethmwake of
a very difficult time due to the poor berry crofg$iey worked
tirelessly and under extreme duress to deal withiticreased
number of human-bear encounters. Speaking for tBé N
Official Opposition caucus and me, | appreciate efferts of
all Environment Yukon employees, and especially @@s. |
know the summer wasn't easy for them and my heaes gut
to them.

With increased people on the land being touristdustry
folks, hunters, or just Yukoners enjoying themssjvall
throughout the summer we heard often that the resswof the
conservation officers are stretched. COs do noy eohduct
hunting and fishing checks in remote areas; theyadso very
close to us and check out our backyards, if we rieeth to.
They respond to citizen concerns — bears, coydteayers,
road Kills, injured wildlife, nuisance wildlife, dnmore. COs
go out to the communities to talk about bear anesenthey
come when we call them; and they work alongsidéobists.

I was wondering — in this day and age and withtlad
responsibilities — if there are enough conservabffiters in
the territory. We have 16 altogether, and it's adtrthe size of
Spain. So I'm wondering if the department has takefull
analysis of the responsibilities, expectation, amikloads of
the Conservation Officer Services, and will we se@e being
hired in the near future?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Before | get on with the member’'s
question, | would like to continue with some of tiates | have
regarding this budget.

As | was saying, first of all, under the environran
liabilities and remediation area, a total of $50D,0s sought
for two important cleanups of contaminated sitegstly,
$153,000 is to be revoted to complete the assesswwk of
highway maintenance camp, which
mentioned; and second, funds totalling $418,000naezled to
advance the remediation of the Marwell tarpit, thegest,
single-source hydrocarbon contaminated site in  Yiuko
Assessment work is well underway. Once this is detep
options for remediation can be developed.

With respect to capital expenditures, an increase
$298,000 is sought. Work on department facilitiesoants for
about one-third of this amount, or $105,000. Fuaésneeded
for the exterior painting of the office in DawsorityCearlier
this summer. Minor fixes for the three-year-old Tastone
Interpretive Centre, such as completing fire reaatdpainting
and fixing some cracks in the floor, have been detep as
well. The largest project, and the only one yebeéocompleted,
is the effort to mitigate erosion of the Marsh Ladteoreline
below the Swan Haven viewing platform. Given thawheuse
this facility receives in April during the annuakl@bration of
Swans, this is an investment that will benefit mafukoners
and visitors.

A revote of $60,000 is sought for funds used toragg
the ranger accommodations at Herschel Island, Giki§ Ter-
ritorial Park, pursuant to government obligatioes sut in the
Inuvialuit Final Agreementand is 100-percent recoverable
from Canada. An additional revote of $54,000 isgbiufor
funds to complete the reconstruction of the stagcand
boardwalk at the Five Finger Rapids recreatiortal §iwo new
programs need $68,000 for operational equipmemiewa riv-
erboat for patrols by conservation officers frone tharmacks
district office, and a bear trap and animal storegetainer for
the animal health program team. Lastly, a revot&1df,000 is
needed to support the ongoing development of tHeN Envi-
ronment Information System, a collection of infotioa man-
agement systems, which will eventually support anagad
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approach to organizing and distributing the depanits opera-
tional data.

This supplementary estimate also has three adjnssnte
third party recoveries resulting in an overall dese of
$10,000; two recoveries totalling $20,000 from Ynkoollege
for the ecological land classification project, aad Arctic
grayling genomics project; two recoveries totalli$g0,000
from the Gwitchin Renewable Resources Board for@bou
rut count and moose survey and an adjustment of0$B0to
reflect a reduced recovery from the Yukon WildFeeserve.

Of course, | should report to the House that yestethe
Yukon Wildlife Preserve had its annual general nmget
during which they went over a number of issuesc@frse, it
has been a pleasure of mine to support the Yukolal¥&i
Preserve over the year and a bit, | guess, thatdaen minister
of both Environment and Economic Development, ay trave
been keen to tap into some of the funding prograwaslable
through the Department of Economic Development.

As we know, the vision of the Yukon Wildlife Pregeris
to be an internationally recognized centre of Arethd boreal
ecology and knowledge, to promote knowledge andefos
appreciation of Arctic and boreal ecology through treation
of a centre of northern education, conservation gesgarch
excellence at the Yukon Wildlife Preserve. I've mened to
the House a number of times before those thregkimts that
the Wildlife Preserve likes to hammer home — ttauaation,
conservation and research are, of course, thaisfoc

At that AGM, they highlighted some of the importamgw
infrastructure developments that have been madethat
Wildlife Preserve, including a new sign, which tealeflects
their branding, with the picture of the leaf, theofprint and
the palm.

Included among those completed infrastructure ptsje—
I would highlight some: one is a large flight avigor large
raptors and a smaller aviary as well. | believd dideast one
of those projects was funded through
development fund.

One that | know for sure was funded through the

community development fund was the installationcement
pads around all nine of their animal feeding statid had the
chance to go out, upon completion of that projent] inspect
the cement pads at the site and visit with the @kez director
and a few of the staff. The new cement pads makéoait easier
for the staff to feed the animals and clean uphie fieeding
area, as they are able to brush off the cement pads

Safety barriers in the wood bison and muskox pakiloc
were recently completed as well and they are nawtead with
the welcome assistance of a number of differenunieler
groups.

I'd be remiss if | didn’t highlight two major milésnes
that were achieved this year by the Yukon WildHeeserve.
The first one, which I've mentioned before, is tliel
accreditation granted to them by the Canadian Aason of
Zoos and Aquariums.

In September of this year, they received accreditatith
no special conditions, as | recall, which | undemst is quite
unique for a new establishment or institution toefee. | had

the chance to congratulate the executive directdrthe board
on a fantastic achievement. It's the first accesliinstitution
north of 60 and one of 26 in Canada. That was io¢yta great
achievement for them.

Another somewhat smaller but no less important
achievement was the designation by the small ereploy
certificate of recognition — SECOR — a health ardety
designation from the Northern Safety Network Yuk@xf the
top of my head, Madam Chair, | believe they recgig2
percent on that assessment and, from what we helaed,
individual doing the assessment of the facilitiasl ¢he health
and safety designation — that was the highest nthsat
inspector had ever given. It's certainly a refleotiof the
excellent commitment to safety and health of emgdsy as
well as the animals and visitors to the Wildlifee§erve as
well.

I would certainly like to congratulate the Yukon |dife
Preserve for their accreditation with Northern 8aftdetwork
Yukon, which also occurred earlier this year, impt8enber.
There are a number of projects that are going dheatv¥ukon
Wildlife Preserve. | think there are probably toamyg for me
to list today, but | should point out a few impaortanes. There
is the planned completion of the double perimegzicé, five
new automatic water stations, the move out of #énenfservice
buildings so they can demolish that old buildirtge temoval
of all wire aprons from inside the paddocks andrdraoval of
pig tails from paddock fencing. | noticed that amier of these
projects that are planned and have been completshtty are
or were as a result of the accreditation procesis @AZA. The
assessors from CAZA visited Yukon a number of tintes the
most recent time, | had a chance to join them. Tiated that,
while it's always important to recognize the suscésey've
had, it's good to set goals and continue to sttivde better.
They did come up with a list of projects that, wehgroviding
accreditation, they recommended should be doneeds on

the communityop of that. | know a number of these that | memi so far

are just that.
I should note that also included among that is the
development of a new health and safety managenysi¢rs
and the review and development of new animal calieips or
procedures as a result of the accreditation procass
recommendations from the assessors. They're wordimgew
standoff barriers for a number of different specés new
locks have been installed at all feeding staticab;of the
padlocked gates have been upgraded to ensurehénagates
cannot be lifted off their hinges or pins. There igry
importantly, a new outhouse that is important figiters in the
summer, especially when you’re walking around ufp ithe
high points where you're a long way away from tlegihning
facility, and if you had a coffee like | had whervas on that
trip, | certainly appreciated the new outhouse.

Additional security cameras have been added, wigch
important not only for the safety of the facilitygelf, but also
for the safety of the animals; all crawl spacesehdeen
secured and all outbuildings have been securedaphement
above the building over by the lab has been rerovaind
furnished for intern research opportunities.
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This year was a very successful year for them di mat
just because they had received accreditation ardficaion
from SECOR, but they've grown their wildlife coltl&mn. Pres-
ently they have 12 elk, two moose, 13 caribou, 3fendeer,
five Dall sheep, 10 Stone sheep, three bighornggmoun-
tain goats, 14 muskox, 12 bison, five lynx, threetis fox and,
currently among their permanent rehab residentsy thave
four snowshoe hares, one short-eared owl, onedste, one
peregrine falcon, and one northern goshawk, fata bf 139
collection animals and eight rehab residents.

Earlier this spring when | visited the Wildlife Berve it
was baby season, so it was a delight for me anelcegly my
partner, Brittany, to visit with some of the bahyiraals there.
There were new mule deer, thinhorn sheep, mourgaats,
caribou and lynx — all had babies at the presehig gpring.
The lynx, unfortunately, were a little recalcitrambd didn’t
come out to visit when | was there so | didn’t seem, but |
did see the baby mountain goats, which are songetise.

On the staffing side, the Yukon Wildlife Preservash
benefited significantly from internships with them&rican
Bald Eagle Foundation, which allows folks from arduNorth
America to come to Yukon and do some internshipkwdhey
come from all over North America, including Louis&é
Mississippi, Florida and Yukon. When | was thereyelieve
the young lady was from Florida and certainly wédeato
provide some external validation for what an amgZacility
the Wildlife Preserve is and how it shapes up agaihat she
has seen in Florida.

Four new interns are scheduled for 2012, plus
additional intern for an eight-week rotation, whishexcellent
for the staff to build on not only the knowledgetbé current
staff, but staff also from outside the Yukon comittg the
preserve to fulfill those key mandates of reseasid
education.

Of course, as | mentioned, the third and very irtgur
function of the Wildlife Preserve is rehabilitationknow that
2011-12 offered a number of success stories wheanites to
the rehabilitation of a number of different speciesould note
that a number of animals were treated and relefreed the
Wildlife Preserve in the 2011-12 year. There weve flicker,
one woodpecker, two robin, two herring gulls, twallard
ducks, one flying squirrel, four bald eagles, foed squirrels,
one sandhill crane, one raven and two great hoomdsl

Unfortunately, not all animals that come to the dNig¢
Preserve are able to be treated and released;sdiortunately
have to be euthanized or they die on their own.tTiba
unfortunate, but | would note that of the 43 ansnken in
during the 2011-12 year, 22 were treated and retkashich is
about 65 percent. Of the remaining 16 animals,&88gnt were
deceased or euthanized. As | said, not all anirtfeds come

transferred to the Calgary Zoo earlier this mordhd it's
thought a juvenile Canadian lynx may be transfetedhe
Seneca Park Zoo either later this year or early yesr.

I know my time is short this time around, Madam €hso
I will get back to the budget, but | would like tmce again
reiterate my support and ongoing support for thddifé
Preserve.

The member opposite | believe asked a questiontabou

conservation officers. Of course, as she noted, ybar was a
very challenging year for COs in the summertime assult of
poor berry crops and general changes in the foodtste for
bears. A number of grizzly bears came down outefhigher
alpine mountains and in doing so pushed some ofbtaek
bear population closer into town into conflict wahnumber of
humans, including here in Whitehorse and especiallyny
neighbourhood and riding of Copperbelt North.

Hundreds of bear sightings were reported this yaat
Environment Yukon responded to 277 complaints —b88rs
were relocated and unfortunately 61 were killed; 41COs
and 21 by the public. | want to emphasize that @nden
through ongoing education and the elimination dfaatants
remains the highest priority for the departmentloBating or
killing a bear is absolutely the last resort, aniinbw from
speaking with a number of COs that they most adgtalo not
take any gratification in having to relocate od kilbear. It is
indeed the absolute last resort that must be taken.

I know that a number of MLAs in this House, as wasl
Yukoners in general, had experiences with beassghimmer.

aim sure we’ll agree that the conservation officgnovided

absolutely exemplary service this year. They regllyabove
and beyond when it comes to their call of dutyséme cases,
they would respond to calls in the middle of thghtior very
early in the morning all around the Yukon and abumd
Whitehorse and, of course, would steadfastly redgorthose.
I know from speaking to a number of constituentseither
urban or rural areas that they had very posititeractions
with conservation officers this year. It was thrbugeir very
good work that we can happily say that, even & Wery high
level of bear activity, there were no human faeditas a result
of human-bear conflict, which is a tremendous thitty
recognize because of the fact that we did havd|yrean
unprecedented number of human-bear conflicts.

With respect to the number of conservation officerk
course last year we introduced two new officer€armacks,
so there was a new office established in Carmadket
includes one full-time and one part-time conseoratbfficer,
and we've been able to establish, with some Firatidd
funding, a First Nation liaison position in Whiteke. While
conservation officers are at times stretched, wewafident
with the investments we’ve been making in theivses, that

into the care of the Wildlife Preserve can be savedthe current suite of officers is currently meetihg needs of
unfortunately. Sometimes they are beyond even they v Yukon. Should increased activity occur or increaseéd be

capable hands and skills of the staff there. Thaideed
unfortunate, but | think that 65 percent is a faimtmarkable
number, nonetheless.

This year, 2012, the preserve will be exportinggwa fni-
mals. One juvenile Rocky Mountain goat kid was ssstully

identified, we would consider it at that time.

Madam Chair, | know you are very interested in tngs
cause it's in your riding. We are planning to comst new con-
servation officer and other Environment staff c¢fdn Watson
Lake, which is a significant capital expenditure tfioe Depart-
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ment of Environment. As you know, Madam Chair, tisisa

much-needed one, as the previous facility wasatetid of its
life as a usable building. | believe work on thebngoing, and
| look forward to reporting back to this House wiitifiormation

about the construction of the new CO and Envirorinofices

in Watson Lake. | think that answers the memberosjte’s

question.

I know that | only have a few seconds left, bublvdant to
note one further time that | would encourage alkdfiers to
really visit Environment Yukon'’s website to detemmithe best
ways that they can reduce attractants around tleels and
really do their part to minimize human-bear conflicoth in
the Whitehorse area and in rural areas as well.

Ms. White:
minister heard when | asked about a full analydisthe
responsibilities, expectations and workloads of sgowation
Officer Services, but I'll put that on record foext time.
Excellent — so, possibly new COs will be hired —bdbous.

On the website today, | read a warning to motorists
regard to the Carcross caribou heard and theirwmigration.
As we are all aware, the Carcross caribou cros#\kheka and
Tagish highways in this migration. In the springe w&sked
about what actions the government is taking to cedthe
number of killed and injured caribou on the highwé&gtween
Judas Creek and Tagish. In particular, Highways Bodlic
Works and Environment Yukon were exploring the wde
mixing small amounts of lithium chloride in theioad salt.
Lithium chloride makes the salt taste bad to théoa. This is
important because the caribou routinely stop in ribeed and
lick the salt, and this in turn, makes them tardetstrucks,
cars and big rigs especially.

While we're on the subject of the Carcross caribeud,
the Southern Lakes Wildlife Coordinating Committead
residents in Carcross have raised concerns over al@ving
big game outfitters in B.C. to hunt the Carcrossbcal herd.

The Carcross-Tagish First Nation has a very subdess

hunting ban in place. Environment Yukon does nitvala
resident harvest. Not only does B.C.’s action umilee the
recovery efforts for the Carcross caribou herd, ibus very
galling for Carcross residents to see B.C. outfttmaking
their way up by boat with caribou or a caribou e back of
their trucks.
I would like to ask the minister where the jointtimtive is

with the lithium chloride, what other actions thenister is
undertaking to reduce the number of road killsh&f Carcross

We did have a project last year which we intenadeda in
the southern Yukon in partnership with the Departimef
Highways and Public Works. | would note that tharti First
Nation, in particular, had some misgivings abow¢ tise of
lithium chloride in salt and were very adamant ttiathould
not be used. As far as | know, the most recenustaf that
project is that we are continuing to engage wittnhand de-
termine other methods for reducing caribou tradficidents.

I know that the Department of Environment and the

Department of Highways and Public Works remain gedeaon
a number of other initiatives like signage. Thosellde
placing signs on highways that are frequented bibea in
their migration paths to really make motorists aavadhat

I'm unsure as to whether or not the caribou are migrating in the area and that theeesagnificant

high caribou density areas that motorists needet@aware of.
We certainly have some activities with Highways dhablic
Works on signage.

The lead for that was the regional biologist in Watson
Lake area on the lithium chloride project. If theme changes
in perspectives from the First Nation or if theseanother area
that's looking at doing a pilot project as such,colurse we
would be interested to hear from them.

With regard to the Carcross caribou herd, we remain

engaged with our counterparts in British Columlmiartanage
that herd, as it is a transboundary herd. Thereaarember of
challenges with transboundary herds in that they, Some
reason, don’'t seem to respect the political bouiedahat are
on the map and travel back and forth. | know thabur work
with First Nations around developing some initiaivio deal
with the threat of chronic wasting disease, thecfims-Tagish
First Nation has noted that the fact that the @arcaribou
herd is an important food source for them and #ratthing
that occurs on either side of the border does taffean. They
really wanted to highlight for us the importancettudt herd to
them as a food source and of a traditional hunbimgortunity.
With regard to B.C. outfitters hunting in northé8rC., again, |
would say that we remain engaged with our deparahen
counterparts in British Columbia.

I haven't spoken with the minister about it partély, but
| know that staff has been engaged at that leviethia time, |
don't have anything further to report on it.

Ms. White: Madam Chair, it's unfortunate we can’t
put up signs for the caribou to read: “Stay on Ylé&on side.
It's safe.” Maybe we can teach caribou to readates point.

With the current situation, and the government’sirgeto

caribou herd, and whether or not he has contacted hopen up the southeast Yukon to oil and gas devedopm

Environment minister counterpart in B.C. as to ltheting of
caribou across the border.
Hon. Mr. Dixon:
between the Department of Environment and the Deaaut of
Highways and Public Works with regard to trying¢aluce the
amount of animal mortality as a result of accideats the
highway, we have a number of things ongoing. Ofrgseuas
the member opposite correctly noted, lithium clderidoes
offer some opportunity to be mixed with road saltwhen it's

spread on the highway, be less of an attractacaibou.

With regard to the partnership

knowing that Environment Yukon is doing water basel
studies in areas like the White Gold and the Rakeause of
their substantial increase in development activityas
Environment Yukon begun to look into what studiésta
requirements and work needs to be done now to pwmo
responsible decision-making in the Liard Basin aaeal if not,
wouldn't it be wise to get out ahead of the curne do some
preliminary planning?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As the member opposite noted, we
have made a number of investments throughout thieorYu
while increasing our understanding of baseline tfataughout
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the Yukon where we see increased levels of acti@fycourse,
the Rakla area is one of them, as the member nmeatjcand
we have done much work in that area.

| had a chance to visit the Rakla region this sumraed
it's a beautiful area. It's beautiful not only fais aesthetic
qualities but is a focus of a significant amount auftivity
through mineral resource development and explaratio

When we identify areas of increased activity, wedt¢o
activate ourselves and begin identifying ways thatcan build
our baseline data and information with regard ® éffects of
that activity on the data. In the Rakla and Whitddbelts we
have done that, and we have a proven record inrdega
responding to the needs of environmental assessmamd
increased activity.

tinued safe drinking water. | would imagine thah&ling water
would be an important aspect of a water strategpis govern-
ment has made significant investments over thesyeaterms
of maintaining and improving our access to safaking wa-
ter.

I know that a number of projects have occurred in a
number of communities throughout the Yukon — Teiione
that comes to mind. | know that the Minister of Goumity
Services has been very active with regard to pyiifiocus on
the relationship between Yukon and municipalitiekew it
comes to municipal infrastructure. Municipal infrasture is
very important when considering water resources #rel
management of water resources because it is those
communities that, in many cases, provide a humbsewices

We have done that before. If the member has specifirelated to water.

questions about the oil and gas resources in souifigkon, |
would suggest she raise them with the Minister okrgy,
Mines and Resources at the time of budget debat¢hain
department. | should note that we are actively gedan the
development of a Yukon water strategy, and | wdagchappy
to discuss that a little bit at this time becauée¢he fact that
water resources are so important to Yukoners andhi®
government.

Earlier this year we had a chance to engage in
stakeholders meeting, which | spoke at, and it Ived a
number of different stakeholders from governmentyarious
branches and departments — as well as First Natiombs
municipal level officials. The next step for thatopess is
underway right now; work is being done internallighmwegard
to the development of a water strategy for Yukod amook
forward to engaging in the next stage of that dgwelent in
due course. Of course, there are a few key issiad’in sure,
even though we're still at the draft stage, willibeolved in a
water strategy. Those are, of course, first ofdaleloping an
understanding of the vision and principles that ofuk
government will use to make decisions affecting ewat
resources — that was certainly an issue that wiasdat the
stakeholders meeting earlier this year; and geingrat better
understanding of Yukon’s water resources and ealhg@ur
groundwater resources that we currently know gk labout,
but will be an important function of a water stgatdor Yukon.

One of the things that is important to recognizeved is
the effect of the changing climate in Yukon and dfiect that
has on our water resources. We've undertaken a eumb
initiatives throughout the years to better underdttne effects
of climate change on water resources. As the memdenoted
before, water is a priority action identified inettprogress
report of the Climate Change Action PlanThe Water
Resources branch of Environment Yukon and the Deyent
af Aboriginal Affairs Northern Development Canadavé
completed a water resources risk and vulneralatyessment
that highlights current and forecasted water resmissues in
Yukon related to climate change.

The associated web-based information tool providater
data and information useful to water users and mranagers
wanting to adapt their water programs to a changiuyologic
regime. | would encourage members to visit
http://yukonwater.ca/ which is an excellent resource for
examining the current suite of water resource mfttion that's
available. What we're intending to do with the Wate
Resources website is make it a one-stop shop fornration
about water in Yukon. It's the intent of the depaenht to have
a focal point, a point where all different levelsgmvernment
can input their information and have it combinedd an
aggregated there so that Yukoners can see thestitk of
available information on Yukon water. | think thaill be
important in continuing to properly manage Yukomster

Developing and understanding of the groundwateresources, which we’ll do throughout the Yukon, luling

resources is very important, not only for the mamagnt of
water resources, but for the management of a yaoktand
uses and water uses that will possibly affect gdeater.

I would expect that facilitating improved collabtoa
among water decision-makers in various governmems
organizations will be an important aspect of theewatrategy
that we'll ultimately develop. We know that thene dederal,
territorial, First Nation and municipal players whi& comes to
water resources and the management of water resourdhe
territory and we must ensure that there is, tolibst degree
possible, a seamless interaction between those tearis of
government, industry and First Nations when it certrewater
management.

We know that the municipalities are interested riougd-
water and ensuring that their communities have sscte con-

areas of increased activity.

The member mentions the southeast Yukon. While we
haven’t seen any new activity going on there or proposals
for new activity, we have not identified the need &dditional
environmental information. But, of course, as wetddhe best
of our abilities in the department, we try to idgntareas of
activity and increased activity that will require to do work to
develop our understanding of the important envirental and
ecological resources and values in the area. S ihote an
increased amount of activity or an increased amoofnt
development, we’'ll respond by taking the necessaepsures
to build our baseline data and information setsthsd we can
appropriately respond further to that activity. Bthink that
answers the member opposite’s question for thaitosec



November 19, 2012

HANSARD

1571

Ms. White:
sought to amend thé/ildlife Actso that it would be consistent
with First Nation final agreements. Since then, \ti&dlife Act
contains many inconsistencies as a result of ldaidchs in the
Yukon. For example, the act currently says that-Yiokon
residents need a Yukon guide to allow them to hsuibject to
various rules; however, this section is inconsisteith the
rights of the Tetlit Gwich'in from the Northwest rfiéories to
hunt in their primary and secondary use areas. Téa#it
Gwich'in do not need a guide, as they have abaigin
harvesting rights in the Yukon, but the act impliest they do.

| believe this needs to be fixed. Will the ministemfirm
the initiative is moving forward? What are his neips, and
how will Yukoners and First Nation governments beoived
in this process?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
of wildlife resources in Yukon, there are a numbafr
challenges that face the Yukon government. In scaees,
those challenges are met with opportunities as. gl of the
interesting things about wildlife management in ¥aokis, of
course, that we have what we refer to as co-managem
which comes out of th&mbrella Final Agreemenand the
First Nation final agreements, which establish anber of
bodies, like the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Managem@&uatard
and the renewable resources councils. With regardhe
implementation of the regulations under ivddlife Act there
is an annual process for the review and amendmfetitose
regulations, which is conducted by the Fish and dW¥d
Management Board.

There are a number of proposed wildlife regulatitmest
are currently being reviewed by the Fish and Widdli
Management Board, which are available publicly twirt
website.

When it comes to implementing those wildlife regialas,
we rely on the continued collaboration of the Fastd Wildlife
Management Board and the renewable resources ¢tguasi
well as First Nations.

In 2005, the Yukon Party government the member opposite, the Tetlit Gwich’in and somethe

Northwest Territories First Nations as well. Asoted before, |
had the opportunity to speak at the North Slopeféence,
which offered a venue for co-management bodieseigouent
and staff to discuss some of the challenges andrappties
that are associated with co-management in nortiverkon.
There were a number of panels there at that camferel
would like to mention a few of them because | ththky're
relevant for today’s discussion.

The first was Applied Co-management: Challenges and
Innovation, which had a number of participants padelists,
including the Chair of the Wildlife Management Asory
Council for the Northwest Territories; the directufr wildlife
for Makivik Corporation; the director of wildlife ral
environment for Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.; the seatateof the

When it comes to the managementTorngat Wildlife Plants and Fisheries Secretatilag director

of wildlife for Environment Yukon for Government dfukon;
the regional biologist for Resources, Wildlife aBdonomic
Development for the Government of Northwest Teridéts; and
the chair of the Tuktut Nogait National Park Managat
Board, who is a facilitator and a lawyer.

Another interesting panel that was at that confezenas
Integrating Science, Traditional Knowledge and Camities
in research and Resource Management. That onesdesguhe
evolving relationship between science-based andititvaal
knowledge and research management. The participaifo
communities and research programs have been heavily
influenced by co-management arrangements establisheer
the land claims agreements. The agreements geneegilire
full consideration of the contributions of localdatraditional
knowledge in  wildlife  environmental management.
Notwithstanding, the relationship has been challengnd, at
times, uneasy. In addition, traditional knowledgedges have
and will come under increasing scrutiny with respectheir
methodology and rigour.

What | found about that session — and all the sassihat
were conducted at that conference — was that aifumof the

The Wildlife Act regulations that are proposed to betopics were always the role of co-management boandsco-

changed this year are, as | said, available onFkb and
Wildlife Management Board's website, but | wouldtesome
of the ones that are important, because they dectefome of
the management planning activities we have undentak
previously. | believe four of the proposed reguaatichanges
currently are consistent with our implementatiorthad Yukon
wolf conservation and management plan which, asrtmaned
earlier, | had the pleasure of accepting, as recena®ad by the
Fish and Wildlife Management Board, earlier thiarye

The Wildlife Act regulation amendments are currently

being proposed which will include, as | said widgard to the
wolf plan, the implementation of adaptive manageimen
wolf management in the Yukon, as well as a few aimants
that are related to the seal fee and whether otheoteal fee
needs to be applied to Yukon licensed hunters.ehitourage
Yukoners and members in this House to review tradme
and submit their comments.

Wildlife management in the Yukon is defined by antoer
of co-management boards and those include, as onextiby

management bodies in implementing wildlife manag#me
the north. With regard to the implementation ofulagons
under theWildlife Act, co-management boards like the RRCs
and the Fish and Wildlife Management Board play eayv
important role. Section 16 of the UFA is very clehat the
Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board is themary
instrument for renewable resource management inettgory
and that RRCs are the primary instrument for refdsva
resource management in traditional territories.

| believe there is some experience in this Houstaicdy
with RRCs. | know the MLA for Kluane and the Mirastof
Highways and Public Works formerly sat on an RR@,am a
somewhat regular basis, reminds me of section lthefact
when we’re discussing wildlife management in theitary.
There are challenges with thwildlife Act itself, as it does
contain some antiquated provisions that relateotnesof the
history of the development of that act.

Of course, we're interested in moving forward wpibssi-
ble changes to that. | won't make any commitmerthtim-
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ing of that, but | would note that we're engaginighwFirst Na-
tions to discuss the challenges that exist with dherent act
and its implementation. The potential amendmertheiVild-
life Act would be a process that's developed underUhe

brella Final Agreementand it would include renewable re-

sources councils and Fish and Wildlife ManagemeaarB8
consultations, as well as consultations with thestFNations
themselves, and ultimately a decision by Cabinebase those
changes and bring them to the Legislature for debat dis-
cussion.

So we are certainly aware of the challenges cuyrémnthe
act and are interested in continuing to work witlt partners,
the First Nations, as well as the very importanh@magement
boards of the RRCs and the Fish and Wildlife Managye
Board which, as | noted before, under tbenbrella Final

Unfortunately, this council has been inactive foostnof
the Yukon Party's 10 years in power. The makeuthefcoun-
cil was to include representation from aboriginabple, busi-
ness or industrial associations, environmental non-
governmental groups, labour unions and municipalego
ments. This was to be a council on both the enwiremt and
the economy and the interplay between the two.

The council mandate included undertaking and
encouraging public discussion of the economy and th
environment and their interrelationship, reviewihg policies
of the Government of Yukon and evaluate their immatation
in relation to the objectives of this act, condagtresearch on
the economy and the environment and promoting publi
awareness of the importance of sustainable devedopm

The council was also to report annually on the abdhe

Agreementare the primary instruments of renewable resourceouncil provided an avenue for Yukoners concernbdua

management in the territory.

So | look forward to working with those groups as nave
done over my time as minister. | think the relasioip we
currently have between the government and
management boards is very strong and it's a relsthink, of
the good work done by the Department of Environmient
fostering those relationships. For evidence of theod
relationship, we can look to some of the work thae
discussed in this House already in théukon Wolf

Conservation and Management Pland the management plan

for the Aishihik wood bison herd in the southwest&ukon.
Those are both examples of some excellent work ,dooge
only by department staff, but by the Fish and VifidI
Management Board and their staff in ushering thiatgss of
plan development through to its conclusion. Novet jas we
leaned on them for support in developing thesesplapn too
will we lean on them for support in implementing.

| look forward to bringing forward additional amenents
that are consistent with both of those plans — Welf

Conservation and Management Pland the management plan

for the Aishihik wood bison herd in southwesternk®¥n, as
well as a number of plans that we conduct with Freh and
Wildlife Management Board and the RRCs.

To wrap up my comments, Madam Chair, | would say th

yes, there are challenges with the act in its otirferm and
we're interested in engaging with First Nations aco-
management boards to determine what the best way®rus
to go forward. | look forward to those discussiamish First
Nations,
Management Board to determine how we are going deem
forward and we’ll report back to the House in doerse as we
determine the next steps for wildlife managememnt o the
Wildlife Actin Yukon.
Ms. White:

toward theEnvironment ActWhen theEnvironment Actvas
made law, it was considered one of the best in @an#
included innovative ideas and processes, like stdtahe
environment reporting, a Yukon conservation strateand it
clearly understood the linkages between a healjrenment
and the people, our cultures and the economy.

the co-

I’'m just going to switch the focus now

government decisions and processes to lodge thmseems
with the council if the complainant did not feehtlgovernment
had adequately addressed those concerns.

Will the minister reconstitute the Yukon Council time
Economy and the Environment, as tl#vironment Act
mandates? This actually leads to another questmause so
far we haven’t used it. It has come to our attentteat a review
of theEnvironment Acts being considered by this government.
Is this government going to review teavironment Acaind, if
so, what are the timelines, and what will the psscéor
involving Yukoners and First Nation governments be?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question. The member was correct thaEifaronment Act
was brought into force a number of years ago. Whie
opinion is that it was state of the art at the tirhevould
postulate that it is most certainly not currentlgts-of-the-art.
Some of the provisions of thEnvironment Actduring the
period in which it was brought forward are antiguitas they
don't reflect a number of the provisions of tenbrella Final
Agreementthe final agreements, devolution, and a humber of
political and constitutional legal developmentstthave been
made since then.

For instance, the role of the Couneil theEconomyand
the Environment has certainly disappeared. That functas
identified in the act, is most certainly irrelevaotrrently,
especially with the advent of YESAA — the federgiklation
that provides for environmental and socio-economic
assessments of projects in the Yukon. YESAB isptimary

with  RRCs and with the Fish and Wildlife assessment mechanism for reviewing projects inVYthleon,

and it is indeed that body — the Yukon Environmératad
Socio-economic Assessment Board — that would conthec
kind of work that | think was planned under the @clon the
Economy and the Environment. The change in time thed
change in management practices have really renddérad
council, identified in the act, irrelevant and eémty doesn’t
reflect the role of YESAB in assessing and prowdin
recommendations to the government on projects Hrat
brought forward. Of course, YESAB is a body thabyiules
recommendations and requires the government tcomesfo
them, by accepting, rejecting or modifying those
recommendations, as we have discussed previously.
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In the case of the Yukon Council on the Economy tired
Environment as outlined in thenvironment Actl would say
it's entirely irrelevant currently, and that's wilityhasn’t been
reconstituted over the years.

With regard to other provisions of tlgvironment Agtof
course, as I've said, there are cases wher&mh&onment Act
isn’t consistent with a number of other piecesegfislation —
either territorial or federal — and it certainlyetm’t reflect the
changes that have occurred in project managemedt
environmental assessment over the years. It's songethat
we are well aware of, and | look forward to workwgh First
Nations and other stakeholders while continuingcomduct
reviews of whether or not there is a need to antlkeatact.

| won’t be indicating specific timelines as thisifo but |
would note that we are interested in clarifying soof the

commercial value and fall under therest Resources Act.
Where in any legislation are the tools, processebs raecha-
nisms to deal with invertebrates or amphibiansgf@mple?
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes, this is an interesting topic that
we’ve discussed in this House a number of timesdDfse the
member opposite in Question Period — | believe dsviast
week — brought forward a report from an Ontarioduhs
advocacy group that indicated unfavorably on Yukenor it

acertainly indicated that we apparently weren’t dpim good

enough job, which | most certainly took issue wind
responded to in the news media.

At this point on this issue, | have to just fundautady
disagree with the member opposite on a number wftsr |
think that the Yukon government currently has & fahge of
tools for the identification of species at risk diod the ability

provisions of theenvironment Acbecause of the fact that they to engage with the federal government in the deraknt of

are outdated and don’t reflect the current managénoe
assessment regime in place in the Yukon.

With regard to the Yukon conservation strategy -is th
another dated obligation that is quite irrelevanttoday’s
reality and world. Rather than conduct a conseonasitrategy,

management plans and the implementation of those
management plans to a degree that is more than eosurate
with our responsibility.

The grading exercise undertaken by the Ontariogwas
based primarily around whether or not we have latjis.

a number of other newer management regimes aredfourThat's the opinion of the advocacy group, but | lgdouote that

throughout other pieces of legislation that we wdhtinue to
implement and engage. That's yet another exampléhef
dated-ness of the act. As I've said, we have aarést in
considering making changes to that act, but we roegainly
don’t have specific timelines at this point withgaed to the
Environment Act

Ms. White: I’'m going to tackle one of my favourite
subjects: Species at risk.

We have an obligation under the natioAalcord for the
Protection of Species at Riskto develop species at risk
legislation. The government felt that it was impottenough to
take three tries at it, but we get told repeatédthy it is now not
needed. The Yukon species at risk public consaltath 2008
was over five months long, possibly the longesthi@ Yukon
Party’s history as far as public consultation go@hen
Environment Yukon engaged Yukon First Nations imaaking
group to finalize the legislation and this tookledst another
year. This legislation still hasn’'t been broughtward. So not
only does this government have a signed obligatiodevelop
species at risk legislation, but they also engagekion First
Nations in a detailed and time-consuming process.

By letting ourselves be ruled by the fedeBalecies at Risk
Act, we're leaving ourselves open to decisions beirglenin
Ottawa, Vancouver or somewhere outside of thetbeyri That
sometimes is a bit frustrating. The federal law @ndcesses
that the minister opposite has told us about apgplythe
federally listed species. If there are specieshin Yukon that
are at risk of loss or extirpation, but which wouldt be lost
federally, then the Yukon has very few tools withieh to deal
with it and that can be applied, because we dohaoe a
Yukon act that looks after Yukon-specific speciad arotects
Yukon’s biodiversity.

So far the Yukon does not have all the tools necgs®
protect the plants, mammals and invertebrates.€Tisemo leg-
islative tool to address plants in the Yukon unléey have a

they were simply incorrect. Even their own gradéygtem was
simply just incorrect on all fronts. While | didréigree with the
grading system to begin with, even if you acceg ginading
system as they have it outlined, it's still grossigccurate.

While we do not have legislation specific to spe@erisk,
we have various other tools to address these Bitgras I've
mentioned before a number of times in the Housduding
the significant resources invested in the managéenaern
recovery of Yukon species, specifically our wooddni, which
is listed as threatened. Recovery efforts have been
tremendously successful and have accumulated widn t
Management Plan for the Aishihik Wood Bison Herd in
Southwestern Yukon (2012hat’s an instance where a species
was identified as being at risk, or in this cadstetl as
threatened, and where Yukon took a management ggdbat
has seen the herd locally, or in the Yukon at |edstvery well.
We were able to come up with a management plandbes
still include hunting as the primary management foo that
herd.

We've been very successful on a number of different
fronts, and bison are one of them. Our uniqueatiites in the
area of caribou recovery are groundbreaking exasnfiat
others are now looking at implementing, such astheon
Alberta. While not a listed species, our work onrdepine
caribou is an unprecedented success in reachingemgnt
among eight partners in the management of Porcugiribou
and demonstrates our ability to manage coopergtieeld
successfully.

We were one of the first jurisdictions to activehonitor
bats and three species, two of which are in theoviukhe little
brown bat and the northern myotis. | have mentiotiezse
species and the work done to monitor those speGiesse
species of bats have been subjected to an emergency
assessment and have been identified as endangered.
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Locally we have spent considerable time lookingcait
lared pika and lemmings, as these are speciesnseceation
concern in the Yukon.

With regard to the ability to identify and protdwbitat in
Yukon, we have an exceptional record in that sewwsehave a
suite of land management tools that allow us tgoed to
habitats that need protection or to be set asideoOrse, we
have a number of very important habitat protecticzas in the
Yukon. They range from wetlands to marshes and ¢$gk&éems
that span literally thousands and thousands ofreckimmetres
in the territory. We certainly do a good job of mtiéying and
protecting habitat in Yukon, especially with regé&vdvetlands,
marshes and other important wildlife habitat.

| would just like to mention some of these becadutsenk
it’s important that we recognize them: Ddhaw Ghobgourse,
is one that is a very large habitat protection ;abesvil’s Elbow
and Big Island was a habitat protection area factvh had the
pleasure of signing a management plan, along \wigthNta Cho
Nyak Dun chief earlier this year, creating a mamnaget plan
for a very important habitat protection area; Hehsee Slough
is an important habitat protection area; Lewes ktarthe
Lhutsaw wetlands; the Nordenskiold wetlands; Fightnanch
in the north Yukon is a very large habitat protectarea; and
especially large is the Old Crow Flats Habitat Bctbn Area,
which spans over 7,700 square kilometres in siZgiclwis
remarkable. It's a massive wetland complex thatrsterted
through the habitat protection area tool. Pickhantbke,
Ta'an Kwach'an'Tla Mun Lake and Tagish Narrows aile
other examples of further habitat protection arted in my
opinion really round out the suite of habitat potien areas in
the Yukon.

As | said, thousands and thousands of square kitesef
habitat protection areas exist in the Yukon — alddu698 to
be precise, which is roughly 2.2 percent of the ohik
landmass. That's very significant and that doesndlude
territorial parks, national parks or national wifldl areas like
the one at the Nisutlin River.

There are a number of tools we have outside of d¢ven
habitat protection areas, which are specificallyvelr by
habitat needs. We have a number of land managetoelst

When we need to identify a species at risk, we lmwember
on COSEWIC, who represents Yukon’s interests anotégral
in the identification of species at risk. So weahgolved at the
identification level; we're involved in the planmgjmprocess, and
the development of recovery strategies.

Not only are we involved, but we oftentimes leadanéd
lead by example. The Yukon government, through the
Department of Environment’s conservation data egntr
maintains and collects information on rare speeied species
of conservation concern. This information can bgeased by
the public through our website and is referencednigny
companies, First Nations, and other interestedigzartin
addition, this centre is linked to provincial, matal and
international databases. So when we receive replikésthe
rather unfortunately worded one from Ecojustice, damn’t
really pay them too much heed because they dofidctethe
reality in Yukon or any of the activities that acerrently
underway in the Yukon. They simply look very narpwat one
aspect — and that’s whether or not we have legislat- and,
quite frankly, | disagree with that, because itags some of
the very important work that's being done curreritly the
Department of Environment at the territorial, natiband even
international levels.

Another important topic | should mention is theH-&snd
Wildlife branch — some of the projects they do. {hef
course, administer programs that meet governmejcies
and requirements in national, provincial and teriél
agreements, such as tNational Accord for the Protection of
Species at RisKederalSpecies at Risk Acand a number of
other activities throughout the department. Undbat project,
of course, they review species at risk reports,y thead
technical input from Yukon into national speciesessments
and coordinate and participate in management pignifor
Yukon species at risk by providing technical repreation on
national species at risk teams for key specieg, Northern
Mountain caribou, bison and polar bears, which aften
forgotten by a number of groups when they talk abaukon,
because we do actually have a small polar bearlatpu in
Yukon as well.

As I've noted, we participate in a number of diffier ways

which are housed in the Land Services branch in th& protect species at risk in Yukon, starting whlbitat

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources wherng ¢ha
determine reserved notations or identify specifeaa that need
to be noted through land management. A reserveiontavas
recently established to assist in protecting thelaagered
vegetation species in Yukon, such as Yukon Drabdctwof
course is Yukon'’s favourite plant of the mustarchifst which
exists in Yukon. In the case of Baikal sedge, whschsted as
threatened, we were integrally involved in the orai
recovery strategy that was led by Parks Canada reave
signed off on a national plan to protect that jgattir species.

protection with identifying species at risk throutite federal
processes and through creating and developing rearay
plans and implementing those management plans Her t
Yukon.

So I'm convinced that the department has the tibolseds
to continue to do that good work and look forwaml t
supporting the department as they continue to dbwviiork.

Ms. White: I'd like to switch directions again and talk
about the Fish and Wildlife Management Board megtirat |
went to — the public consultation. | believe thevere 11

We have also advanced an amphibian management plahanges up on the block there, and it was a greating.

that supports implementation measures related éombstern
toad, a nationally listed species. We are an agarécipant in
the process of considering the listing of spectessk under
COSEWIC, and we both lead and contribute to plagmpiroc-
esses and recovery strategies for species atrrileiterritory.

It was chaired by someone — the Department of Bnvir
ment had a bunch of initiatives going forward ahd person
would go up and they would present the initiatitevas open
to questions from the floor so we had numerousweabée re-
sources councils present. They had questions arel lwimging
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forth the opinions of their councils. We had hustend we had
trappers and we had concerned citizens.

The nature of the meeting was really positive anfielt
very open and very well done, so that consultatias great.
My question is in the relation to the Peel condidtes that start
this week, the Peel consultation that is slottedeat the Gold
Rush Inn all week — I'm wondering if it's going tee similar
in nature, so it'll have a mediator, presentaticasd the
possibility of questions; I'm just wondering if Will be the
same as the most recent consultation | went to.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would correct the member in
saying that the consultation actually began sewsesks ago
when we launched the websitéttp://peelconsultation.ca/
which would solicit input from Yukoners on the Peeltershed
planning exercise. My understanding is that thendpauses to
be held in a variety of communities throughout Yaeon will
have staff at them to provide technical informatéom to assist
Yukoners in understanding some of the data andrnmdton
that being presented.

I don’'t know about the order of who speaks and when
would have to get back to the member opposite ah dhe.
But | know that it's intended to be very interaetiand to
provide folks and the general public with the oppoity to
learn about what is being consulted on and to engag very
open dialogue on what exactly is being proposed @ndhe
information is being presented.

With regard to the Peel watershed land use plahsasl,
the website is an important tool for us to engagh Wukoners
on soliciting their input on what will ultimatelyebthe final
plan for the Peel watershed area. It's a fairlgiattive website

one extra question. It's on the Marwell tar pitslaenation at a
quarter of a million dollars, | believe. | was wamihg if |
could get an update on this project and I'd likes$t the minis-
ter if he believes that this agreement with Canadzufficient
to complete the project.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | noted in this supplementary
budget, there are funds dedicated to advancingetimediation
of the Marwell tar pit. The funds total $418,000dahey are
needed to advance the remediation of the Marwelpita the
largest single-source hydrocarbon contaminated isitehe
Yukon. Assessment work is well underway. Once tisis
complete, options for remediation can be develogedI've
said previously in discussion about the Marwell#y it's an
interesting site. | had the chance to visit it wsthff at the end
of the summer, | believe, or perhaps early fall.

Despite the fact that, as I've said, it is the ¢ty
hydrocarbon-contaminated site in Yukon, it is fairl
unremarkable looking. As a result of the practicemny years
ago — | believe in the 1960s — when it was coveveer, it
pretty much looks like any other industrial sitaye for the fact
that there are a few instances where you can sdelgsiof
black gook — | think that is the scientific term.iqlid
hydrocarbons are visible, is | suppose a better twayut it. So
it is a contaminated site in that sense.

The planning agreement and the cleanup of the Mbtare
pit are part of the Yukon government's commitment t
enhancing the quality of environment and will bénpfesent
and future generations. We are now in the thirdl yelar of
work on the site and doing a more in-depth siteesssent,
which is needed to develop remediation options.s T$6.8

that was developed with a lot of good work from themillion cleanup is funded 70 percent by the Govezntnof

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources and ofseo
with significant amount of information provided bthe
Department of Environment and other departmentsedls

The website presents all of the data in a fairlgdeble
form at least and a form that’s fairly easy to raté with that
was gathered from the final recommended plan froenReel
Watershed Planning Commission. For the most pdirttha
land management units remained consistent and #tleodata
— ecological, cultural, renewable resource and morewable
resource values — that were gathered by the coromiss
formed the basis of our work.

So, as I've said before and as the Minister of Byer
Mines and Resources said before, we encourage ukdn
engage both on the website kttp://peelconsultation.cat- as
well as attending the open houses that the mempeosite
referenced. | can’'t remember if it's the High Caynor the
Gold Rush, now that she has said that, or the Waktrh can’t
remember. It's in a local hotel, it's well adveetis and it's
available on-line. The location escapes me cuiyebilt as |
said, | encourage Yukoners to participate in thatregard to
who speaks when, | don’t have that answer.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to just say thank you to the offi-
cials for showing up today from the Department ofviEon-
ment. We appreciate his time and the Member forhirak
Kopper King has asked most of the questions tlngtve here,
actually, so I'd like to thank her for her diligend only have

Canada. It may provide economic opportunities foe t
Kwanlin Dun First Nation and for the Ta’an Kwéach'&irst
Nation, as it’s in their neck of the woods.

Cleanup activities will start once the remediatfan has
been approved and permits are in place. This iseReof the
project, which is expected to start by 2016. TheWd tar pit
site will be remediated to the standards for indaistand use
as set out in Yukon’s contaminated sites regulafidre Yukon
government is ensuring that affected First Nationdividuals
and businesses are briefed regularly about thegiroj

With regard to the contract itself and the agredanmvéth
Canada, when we entered into the agreement, weowdlyi
thought that $6.8 million was a reasonable amofimianey to
begin the work. To be perfectly honest about whethenot it
will be enough, the answer is we don’t really kndtwe will
know once we are able to develop a remediation atahreally
get our heads around what work really needs to dree do
bring that site up to standard as identified byd¢betaminated
sites regulation. As I've noted before with othentaminated
sites, what is important is characterizing the aonbation and
determining whether or not it is likely to movegift location
or change in character.

Once we have a good understanding of that datairend
formation, we will be able to develop the remediatplan and
improve it. When sites are contaminated in Yukarg alenti-
fied under the contaminated sites regulationsptheers of the
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site — and in this case, Canada — are requirea tthe work
to develop an understanding of the site and comevitip a
remediation plan that is ultimately approved by Brepartment
of Environment. In this case, the contractor whtuaity does
the work will submit a plan to our SARU — the SAssess-
ment Remediation unit — and they’ll determine thieguacy
of the remediation plan at that time. Once we havemedia-
tion plan, we’ll know roughly what it's going to sbto imple-
ment it. Should we, at a later date, find that dhiginal $6.8
million isn’'t enough, then we would go back to Cdaaand
indicate that to them, and look forward to reachingubse-
guent agreement at a much later date. As | saisl,ishmore
than enough money to conduct the work as we sagriéntly,
but if we learn something that we don’'t know alngade’ll
have to reassess whether or not additional fundirgping to
be needed.

Ms. White: During previous public consultations,
citizen comments that were submitted to the websitere
posted on the websites. Currently if you go onhe Peel
consultation website and you post a comment, isdogo up
someplace where it can be viewed by others. W@l ¢brrent
Peel website be changed to reflect the postingscttizens are
making?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As I've said before, we've provided
a number of opportunities for Yukoners to submitith
comments on the development of the Peel watershauksuse
plan. We'll be conducting public open houses over hext
several weeks throughout the Yukon in affected camities
in a manner that's consistent with thémbrella Final

and constructive input about what is being propceed par-
ticipate in this very important process.

Ms. White: The consultation on oil and gas in the
Whitehorse Trough originally started off as an opense set-
ting and then it changed from an open house to rmbeecon-
sultation with presentations and then recorded centsnso
people were able to speak, their views were recbetel then
that, | imagine, was supposed to get compiled smmething,
but it didn’t get released due to the final deaisio

My question is this: if the public are not happyttwan
open house forum, will the government look at climgpghe
direction of their public consultation meetings \Whitehorse
and the communities?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With regard to public consultation
on the oil and gas process, | would encourage thelmer to
direct her questions to the Minister of Energy, Bfinand
Resources upon debate of that budget. But | woote that
that style of public consultation is certainly nibie one we
want to recreate — it was very divisive and ver§niidating
for folks. We've heard from a number of people wdidn’t
want to attend simply because of the fact that #swso
radicalized: photos in the paper noted people \wgapaper
bags on their head and shouting and chanting, sdlyha
conducive to a thoughtful, constructive process thidows
Yukoners to provide their input without fear of imidation
from such aggressive participants.

So we want Yukoners to be able to provide theiutip
this process as they have in other processes, rolteing
consistent with past practices, would of coursevipa “what

Agreementl do stand corrected on my stumbling from earlierwe heard” document at the end of the process, mgtfor the

— the public meetings are at the Gold Rush Inmdeustand.
With regard to the website, the structure of thésite and the
current medium for input from citizens isn’t plachéo be
changed at all.

It's our opinion that previous formats for citizen
engagement have been fairly divisive and have edean
atmosphere where some citizens feel intimidatedpbsting
their comments and having the ability for placdee Inews
media or NGOs to attack them personally for thééws. So
we want Yukoners to be able to provide their visvithout the
potential of being intimidated, either publicly epecifically
against them individually. With regard to makingtailable to
the public, we would, of course, at the conclusmnthe
process, provide a “what we heard” document, whichuld
outline the results of the public consultation ta éntirety,
including input from the website, as well as opevudes.
Typically, what we do with those is share them wtik First
Nations before conducting specific First Nation sdtation.

| would also be remiss if | didn’t note that thésdne of the
longest public consultation periods in Yukon goveemt's
history. We’'re certainly eager to hear what theligubinks on
this issue and look forward to ultimately develagpinland use
plan for the Peel River watershed.

As | said before, | would encourage Yukoners tdipiar
pate in that process, provide their comments —eeitin the
website or at the public open houses — and praowidaghtful

public but for First Nations, as we engage withthia specific
First Nation consultation.
Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 527?
We will now proceed, line by line.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Chair: Would the members like to take a break?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to

order. We're going to start with line-by-line examation of
Vote 52, starting on page 7-4.

Mr. Hassard: Excuse me, Madam Chair.

Chair: Mr. Hassard.

Mr. Hassard: | had a couple of questions I'd like to
ask in general debate.

Unanimous consent re: revisiting general debate

Chair: | have a request to return to general debate. Do
we have unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: We have unanimous consent.

Mr. Hassard: I just would like to ask the minister
where we are in regard to the wolf management plan.
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin for the question. As I've noted beforee tfiukon Wolf
Conservation and Management Plaas developed jointly by
the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board andikm-
ment Yukon after extensive consultation. The plddrasses
concerns over the management of wolves in the Y tkaugh
a small-scale, local approach and respects roegifibd in the
Yukon land claims agreements.

Effective implementation of the plan will requirarther

ate agencies five years after plan approval torgete if the
overall goals and principles of this plan are beireg.”

I would look forward in five years — should | stbe the
Minister of Environment — to reviewing the implentation
by then of this plan, but as | have noted, we &ready well
underway with the implementation of a few of theammen-
dations and look forward to implementing a nhumbkpther
ones, including, | would note, recognizing the impot roles
of renewable resources councils in establishingueylin ac-

engagement with First Nations and renewable resgurc cordance with the process established under Yukmst Na-

councils when developing community plans and dtiwi
Implementation of the plan has begun and Envirorinveikon
has brought forward four regulation changes inte tarrent
suite of regulation changes that are before thie &isl Wildlife
Management Board. Those changes
management of wolf bag limits and seasons, chariges
reporting dates, and removal of the ceiling feawolves killed
by licensed hunters. As the member knows, this atasously
an important initiative specifically for the RRC ireslin and
the Teslin Tlingit Council, which, after some trégiion,
eventually fully supported th&ukon Wolf Conservation and
Management Planwhich was largely driven by the Teslin
Renewable Resources Council.

As | noted previously,
recommends seven management goals:
populations in recognition of the role of wolvesdoosystems
and the maintenance of biodiversity; managing thevdst of
wolves in recognition of their social, cultural aedonomic
importance to all Yukoners; managing wolf populasioin
recognition of the enjoyment and appreciation tfiakoners
and visitors have in experiencing wolves
wilderness; using wolf harvest as a managementttoduce
predation rates of moose and caribou in local aietegrating
ungulate management with wolf management goalsagiag
wolves to address human-wildlife conflict; promgtiresearch
education programs and information sharing to eohan
understanding of wolf behaviour; and ecology andageament
decisions affecting wolves.

The plan replaces the 1992 plan, which was estedalisn
1992 and is fairly antiquated. One of the importaspects of
the new plan is that it recommends against thedfisgerial
wolf kills or using aerial killing as a tool for maging wolves.

Another important aspect of the plan is that itdsses the
importance of trapping with regard to wolf managaetndhe
Yukon Trappers Association has been fairly suppertf that
so far.

With regard to the implementation, it is ongoinguF
proposals for regulation changes are before the &imsl Wild-
life Management Board currently. | would look fomdato
hearing back from that process as soon as thegwgleted it.
As the plan notes, assisting and planning impleatemt will
require “...ongoing collaboration and communicatietween
the Yukon government, First Nation governments, Ithevi-
aluit and boards and councils with responsibilittes wolf
conservation and management will be required. W@dmen-
tation measures of this plan should be reviewed apropri-

tion final agreements and the related implemematians.

Another one is that the Yukon will consider retami
responsibility for issuing Convention on Internatdb Trade

include adaptivend Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna IFE€

— permits, and input into the completion of the tnon
detrimental findings. We’ll also continue to colleand share
traditional local scientific knowledge on wolf nusens,
ecology, and predator-prey ecosystems in areasewtare
have been collaborative decisions about managepniemities,
specifically traditional and local knowledge shoblkel gathered
and shared. Scientific knowledge will continue ® dathered
and needs to be communicated in plain languageslanald be

the wolf management planmade easily accessible. We'll continue to providput into
Conserving wd#nd use planning and environmental assessmenegses to

protect known dens and mitigate disturbances tovegotluring
the period of pup rearing.

| would encourage the member to review the planf-hei
has specific concerns, | would be happy to addiess at a
later date. As | have said, we have been fairlgassful so far

in  Yukon’sin bringing forward recommendations to the Fish §vittlife

Management Board and having them present to thécpab
number of recommendations for amendments to
regulations, as per their process.

Mr. Hassard: In regard to bison permits, I'm curious,
as I'm sure many people are: What has been theragene
response, and has it made any difference to howy permits
are sold with the lowering of the price from $505t0?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With regard to the impact on the
permits, because we are currently in-season, wetvkoow
until the end of the season whether or not it didehan impact.
| would note that anecdotally I've heard very piesitresponse
from those wishing to hunt bison this winter. Theuege in the
seal fee is a small one — a small change from $5810 —
but it is welcome by hunters who do enjoy getting and
participating in that hunt.

By reducing the fee, this really has a small impattthe
recovery of dollars through that seal fee, butaesl have a
fairly large impact on encouraging members of thblig to get
out and patrticipate in what is a very culturallyexant and
historically important process of hunting bisonn& bison
were introduced to the Yukon, they have been huatddir
amount and Yukoners have really come around tonbé&soa
species that they enjoy hunting for the purposdead, as well
as the actual act of hunting itself.

Despite the fact that we lowered the seal fee aadrain-
taining hunting as the primary tool for managemaithe bi-

the
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son herd, these are all still consistent with trnagement of a
species that is nationally recognized as beingskt so in this
case we are able to have a hunt on a populatierthik, which
| would note in the report from Ecojustice thatefarenced
earlier today — they noted that, without prohilgtithhe hunting
of species at risk, we were simply not doing outydessen-
tially.
| would note that that’s just another example ofho-

relevant that sort of assessment it, because gndoeecognize
local considerations and local management toofetermining
whether or not we've been successful in managiagfgecies.

To answer the member’s question: Yes, we have vedei
positive feedback on the lowering of the seal foet
unfortunately, | don’t have any data at this tinteowat what
effect it has had on the number of permits thatehgene out
because of the fact that the season is still omgadid be happy
to report back to him either verbally or by wayletter at the
conclusion of the bison season to convey to himdhata.

Mr. Hassard: I'll be looking forward to that. | just
had one other question: What national initiativiésany, are
you working on in regard to air quality?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
this supplementary budget and my comments on ill kiete
that $20,000 under the environmental sustainataliga, which
is a total of $146,000, is being sought for nindivédtes,
including one in particular that he’ll find intetagy, which is
the preliminary work to develop an air-quality mgament
system in keeping with the Government
commitment at the Canadian Council of Ministers thé
Environment meeting in October to support this Caaide
initiative. As | noted, this is something that cama of the
CCME’s work. | had a chance to attend the CCME imgeh
Banff earlier this year, which was my first meetingh the
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environmeritwias a
very productive one and the establishment of a aiexguality
management system is part of a national effortetiuce the
amount of smog in Canadian air.

This initiative involved federal, provincial andrtiorial
Environment ministers and in this we're taking et action to
protect the health of Canadians and the environmiih
measures to improve air quality in Canada through
comprehensive new air-quality management systerAQMmS,
which is a flexible approach to implementation thét assist
jurisdictions to ensure good air-quality outcomesilev
maintaining competitiveness in all regions of Camad

While there was some vigorous debate from a nurober
different jurisdictions about this, we were ultireigt able to
come to an agreement on it.

We were ultimately able to come to an agreemenit,on
despite the fact that jurisdictions like Nova Sact- who has
fairly recently built very large-scale coal eleciy plants and
felt that they may be adversely affected by thitidtive —
were able to come to agreement on the system. yéters
includes standards to set the bar for outdoor @ity man-
agement across the country, industrial emissiogairements
that set a base level of performance for major siviks in

Canada, a framework for air-zone management wignov-

inces and territories that enables action tailot@dspecific

sources of air emissions in a given area, regiaimatheds that
facilitate coordinated action where air pollutiomngses a bor-
der, and an intergovernmental working group to iowprcol-

laboration and develop a plan to reduce emissionthg trans-
portation sector.

In Yukon, we actually have a fairly interesting ahed.
It's a part of three different national ones — thest coast, the
north, and, primarily down in the southeastern Yuleast of
Watson Lake, is a part of the prairie air shed.

We will determine what air zone Yukon needs to
participate in this system, but it's likely thatvitll only need
one air zone, probably around Whitehorse, becahat it
where the significant amount of industrial activigould be
located that might trigger action by government.

| think it's also worth noting that at CCME we alsigned
the new national air pollution agreement with Canéal our
local monitoring station here in Whitehorse. It'§a&ly unique
system here in Whitehorse where Canada provides the
equipment and we provide the staffing to do theitooing. So
right here in Whitehorse we have the facilities #achnology

| see that the member has reviewedto monitor air quality in Whitehorse, which as Idés really

the Yukon’s most likely source of air pollution. Gnagain,
that's a unique scenario where the federal govenhimpvides
the machinery and the technology and we providesthffing
and the human resources.

As well, under that system, governments agreed oeva

of Yukon'sstandard under the AQMS for fine particulate maitbed

ozone, which are the two main components of smog.

Work has also begun on new standards for sulploxid
and nitrogen dioxide, which are significant compuseof air
pollution.

Jurisdictions, with the exception of Quebec, hayead to
begin implementing the AQMS, subject to furtheigdictional
approvals. Although Quebec supports the generacthgs of
the AQMS, it opted not to implement the system eirtc
includes federal industrial emission requiremehtt tuplicate
Quebec’s clean air regulation. As we have certabdgome
aware, the change in government in Quebec hashie to
resist with a new fervour any action by the fedg@lernment
ghat they perceive to be an intrusion on the praainrealm of
power.

However, Quebec will collaborate with jurisdictioms
developing other elements of the system, notalllg@ies and
air sheds. Ministers, myself included, will continto work
together to finalize all elements of the AQMS. Istfial
emission requirements have been agreed to for smt®rs,
including cement and base metals melting, amongrsth
Outstanding industrial emission requirements fart@as such
as petroleum refining, coal-fired electricity geat#on,
reciprocating engines and volatile organic compasurzbtter
known as VOCs, will be addressed through a comui
collaborative process. A flexible approach to inmpéatation
will recognize current measures being undertaken by
jurisdictions, particularly for existing facilities
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The AQMS will include monitoring and reporting ofite
door air quality conditions and emissions from majalustrial
sources in Canada. The system also recognizesubstastial
contributions that stakeholders and communities roake to
improve air quality. In addition, the AQMS will elle Canada
to work more effectively with the United States feduce
cross-border flow of pollution that is a contributo air quality
problems in several regions in Canada, notablynecessarily
the Yukon. We've been fairly lucky in dealing wigtr pollu-
tion issues with Alaska, and certainly haven't hiael kind of
challenges that are being felt in other region€afada, espe-
cially any of the provinces on the southern bordéh the
United States — especially those in the east whe lsggnifi-
cant industrial activity happening right near or ahose
proximity to the border, which sees a significamtoaint of
cross-border pollution which is, as we've notedyyweifficult
to manage. So | thank the Member for Pelly-Nisufbn his
guestion.

As you'll see, we're very active on national fromis
improve the management of air quality in Canada aette
working at the territorial level to work within thramework.
He'll see in this supplementary budget $20,000 the
preliminary work to develop that AQMS that | memén and
to continue to engage with the Canadian CouncMufisters
of the Environment on a number of different frontich |
would be happy to discuss with members at a lattr.d

Chair:
now proceed with line-by-line examination of Vot2, Starting
on page 7-4.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Corporate Services

Corporate Services in the amount of $585,000 agreed to

On Environmental Sustainability

Environmental Sustainability in the amount of $146,000
agreed to

On Environmental Liabilities and Remediation

Environmental Liabilities and Remediation
amount of $571,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance

Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the anto
of nil cleared

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $1,302,000 agreed to

Chair: Moving on to capital.

On Capital Expenditures

On Corporate Services

On Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture

On Yukon Environment Information System

Yukon Environment Information System in the amafint
$11,000 agreed to

On Operational Equipment

Operational Equipment in the amount of $68,000 adre

in the

to
On Lands and Facilities
On Capital Maintenance and Upgrades

Is there any further general debate? We will

On Tombstone Park Interpretive Centre

Tombstone Park Interpretive Centre in the amount of
$10,000 agreed to

On Swan Haven Erosion Mitigation

Swan Haven Erosion Mitigation in the amount of $80,
agreed to

On Claims Implementation and Aboriginal Affairs

On Inuvialuit Final Agreement (IFA)

Inuvialuit Final Agreement (IFA) in the amount &0$000
agreed to

On Environmental Sustainability

On Parks

On Five Fingers Rapids Recreational Site

Five Fingers Rapids Recreational Site in the amooint
$54,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital in the amount of nil cleared

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $298,000

agreed to
On Revenues
Chair: Are there any questions on revenues?

Revenues cleared

Chair: That brings us to the end of Vote 52.

We're going to carry on with Vote 51, Department of
Community Services. Would the minister care forQaminute
break to change officials?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

We're going to resume general debate on Vote 51,
Department of Community Services. Ms. Taylor has fthor,
with 10 minutes, 36 seconds remaining.

Department of Community Services —eontinued

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would just like to extend a
welcome to the officials from Community Services joining
us here today in the Legislature. | believe wheedeft off was
a discussion about land development and, of couvken it
comes to land development Community Services péaysry
major role in facilitating discussions and prepgrplans and
working with the municipalities and many other staglders
throughout the territory in bringing to fruitionsidential lots
for all Yukoners throughout the territory.

In this year's budget we have just over $35 milladiotted
for residential land developments and, as | refeedrearlier,
we have actually, over the past three years alamested more
than $100 million in total in projects that haveuked in well
over 500 building lots throughout the Yukon. Weireally
pleased to be able to continue to work with they Git White-
horse, for example, when it comes to Whitehorse p€op

Capital Maintenance and Upgrades in the amount ofMount Sima, Ingram, Burns Road, Willow Acres coynesi-

$14,000 agreed to

dential and, of course, more recently, the Whi8ténd land
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development — that in itself, in all eight phasést® entirety
will result in by far the largest residential swadion that
Yukon has ever embarked upon.

A significant amount of infrastructure is requiredbring
Whistle Bend to fruition. It includes roadwork, wrdround
deep and shallow utilities, the waste-water punagist, a wa-
ter recirculation pump station, Range Road wateinreaten-
sion, and the Valleyview water reservoir expansion.

There is a whole host of respective infrastructaréo the
tune of around $70 million alone in support of tistle
Bend land development.

We're very pleased to see significant progressca@dirse,
earlier this year, we were very pleased to be @blelease the
first phase of lots in Whistle Bend. For the fitishe in many
years, we are also very pleased to actually hat® rtade
available over the counter, not just within Whitedey but
many communities as well. As |
developments — working with the communities of Hin
Junction, Destruction Bay and, of course, more ntbgewith
Grizzly Valley, and we will continue to work withhe
communities of Watson Lake and the community of May

As well, there are planning dollars allotted withtimis
year's overall budget for those particular piecds land
development to go forward. It is very important &ese we've
seen significant growth in the population over tfears and
significant demand for all sorts of land to be magailable —
commercial, industrial and residential. We havenbaerking
to that end.

As | mentioned the other day, we plan to work tavar
bringing more than 1,600 new lots to the markethi many
years ahead. Primarily, that's in Whitehorse, tbsb,ahanks to
planning dollars and planning efforts being maddenway for
lots in other communities, including Dawson City,atsbn,
Mayo, and so forth. We are very confident that ¢hpknned
investments will help to address the wider issufesupply and
affordability of housing in the territory.

We are also very pleased to be able to containirwttie
supplementary budget that we are talking to totiayangoing,
long-term and long range plans to help with foréogs
demand for lots by community and overall in theitery.

We are pleased to include an increase of about,38a@70
continue our work on a territory-wide land inventoand
planning project, and a number of feasibility assents with
the City of Whitehorse for potential projects thghout the
city. It is an initiative that we have been workiog over the
past year and will certainly carry on. We have beamking
with individual communities, which will help infornour
department and the Government of Yukon with an al/&and
development plan for the Yukon. It will look at &-fear
planning horizon window to support a land developine
process and the revisions to our policies and psE®related
to land supply and land development.

Through the Minister of Justice, there is a landettep-
ment modernization project that is currently undsnand will
be for the next years to come. It is part of theegoment’s
overall housing platform to be able to streamlind emake land
as efficient and affordable as possible, but atsanbdernize

and update the way we deliver land and work withoilour
partners to be able to deliver land.

Again, all this work will very much help with thentci-
pated land development issues in each of our corti@siand
it will also help map out a more robust and morgpomsive
land development model for the territory. It wiitablish more
effective demand forecasting for our communitiehiol is
something we continue to hear time and time agdienwisit-
ing our communities, looking for that ongoing plahdevel-
opment — instead of waiting for developments touocdo
come and go, but establishing that longer ternowigor land
development. It will also help develop a reliablecidion-
making tool for determining that land supply thrbogt the
territory.

Those are just some of the efforts. | think it viast last
month we were very pleased to also continue outnpeship

mentioned, we havewith Habitat for Humanity Yukon. This is a collalative,

unique partnership in making land available in sarppf home
ownership for families who would not necessarily ddigjible
for home ownership through the conventional forms o
financing made available.

So we are pleased to announce last year our conemitm
to donate land in each of the phases of WhistledBfr
Habitat for Humanity to make housing available, fhst of
which was identified and officially presented ombtad off to
Habitat for Humanity just last month by the Yukomusing
Corporation. So we’re very pleased to build on trdtue and
collaborative partnership with an organizations ftist another
example of how we are working creatively to makedla
available and expanding the housing options avail&dr all
Yukoners.

Mr. Barr: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. |
would like to welcome the officials from CommuniBervices
and thank you again for your hard work. | just haveouple of
guestions and maybe comments before we move imésbly-
line.

| was speaking to a couple of the LAC chairs over t
weekend. Since we spoke in the House last weeke Seemed
to be some confusion around civic addressing fromesof the
comments that were made at recent LACs in thefdastveeks
to a response by the minister that was given réggrdivic
addressing.

Where the confusion lies is that at the meetinvgais stated
that there were monies in the budget — and it woulde in
the supplementary — that would allow for signagel dhne
civic addressing to move forward and, as statedwagk, this
might be in the way of a possible pilot project. iBspeaking
with the chairs, and from their information that svat the
LAC's meeting at Marsh Lake last Thursday, there ar
unanswered questions. Is there money to completetbject,
then, in unincorporated communities for civic addieg or is
there only going to be a civic address pilot projemd with
whom would that be? Each one of the communitieghim
Southern Lakes is interested, so how is that gdimgbe
determined? Who would receive it if that’s the Gase

Also, in regard to the 200 comments in ttendlord and
Tenant Actreview, seeing that we do not know when Resi-
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dential Landlord and Tenant Agtill be called, as it is the re-
sponsibility of the House Leader — we haven't reedithose

yet and we would like some time to look at thoseisg that it

could be called tomorrow, for example. As the niarishas

stated that this will be forthcoming, would the mter please
get that to us? Today would be great. Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | tried to explain, as best as
was able, last week on the civic addressing — mentioned
the other day, the department has and will contiougrovide
that financial assistance. It will continue to makailable that
assistance with respect to house numbers, of counse
signage for communities. We have been doing thab¥er a
period of 10 years now. Just to be very clear, exehactually
been making some progress on this, but rest assbeed is
more work to be done. There always is and thereysdwwvill
be.

As was articulated during the LAC forum, which | sva
very honoured to attend, there was an item thatifspaly
addressed this initiative.

What was agreed to at the end of those discussi@ss
really, in order to come to an agreement as to gbes first,
how that unfolds and where those resources go, eesl 1o
work on a workplan to identify that timeline and ittentify
those priorities. As the member opposite would krioNwwell,
there are some communities that perhaps are mady r@nd
willing and perhaps able to move on this particalega. There
may be other communities, where it's not at the ebgheir
priority list for a whole host of reasons. Againhat we have
committed to as a department is to work with thencnities
over the course of the next few months and to lhe tabreport
next spring this workplan that will provide somedad
direction as to how we get there. It will also pde that
formality, in terms of planning — instead of more less,
perhaps on an ad hoc basis, but really providetémaplate for
moving forward. Hopefully that provides some charit

With respect to th&esidential Landlord and Tenant Act
as | mentioned to the member opposite, we will hthase
comments. I'm hoping by this week that we’ll haJeoge
comments for posting on our Community Services \telso
we're able to proceed with debate in short order.

Mr. Barr:
this spring or the following? Just for clarity, thaould be
helpful. I'm right to assume then that we will reee those
comments before the debate.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: With respect to the workplan, for
clarity for the member opposite, it is spring 20E8 the
following spring. As | thought | committed to onettiloor of
the Legislature, but I'll recommit again: we wit ffact have

the comments posted on the website prior to debatéhe
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
Chair: Is there any further general debate on

Community Services?

We will proceed then with line-by-line examination
starting on page 3-4.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Protective Services

Protective Servicesin the amount of $1,674,000 agreed to

On Community Development

Community Development in the amount of $1,129,000
agreed to

On Consumer Services and I nfrastructure Development

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | just wanted to add
that this pertains to the new residential tenarféigethat our
government announced. So this goes hand-in-hanidl thi
Residential Landlord and Tenant Aand it really is the initial
start-up dollars for getting the office up and rimgy for
starting to hire the personnel and so that we'rke db be
prepared for the launch of the office with publidueation
materials and, of course, hiring a full staff to &lele to be
ready when the act and the regulations come todrui

Consumer Services and Infrastructure Development in
the amount of $61,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance

Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the anto
of nil cleared

On Total Operation and Maintenance

Total Operation and Maintenance in the amount of
$2,864,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Corporate Services

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information Technology Equipment and Systems in the

amount of $68,000 agreed to

On Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space

Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space in the
amount of $115,000 agreed to

On Protective Services

On Fire Marshal

On Major Facility Maintenance

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just wanted to add that this will
probably be of great importance to the member dppdsr
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes. That $84,000 increaseai
revote of the Mount Lorne fire hall expansion te tturrent
year. They are doing some fine work and | congeatuthem
on this initiative.

Mr. Barr: | was touring that facility and while | was
there for their AGM for their new fire chief and gy fire

By saying “next spring”, does that mean chief and so on, it was stated that this mainte@amark was

done. We looked at it; it was great. Also, it was forward in
the briefing that with this money, the leaks frdme tanks that
have been put upstairs in the added part still nede found,
and | would ask the member opposite to ensurethisitdoes
get solved.

I would just bring to your attention that it is arigg and
there have been some attempts, but it's just cohstater

leaking.
Chair: Is there any further debate?
Major Facility Maintenance in the amount of $84,000

agreed to

On Fire Protection

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just again wanted to point out that
there is a series of new investments housed witteénsupple-
mentary. This is part of the increase that we lnedprivilege
of announcing earlier this spring over at GoldenrHeire De-
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partment. It has to do with the additional investirie the Fire On Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects a1
Marshal’s Office. Specifically this line item has do with the ada Games Centre Waste Heat Recovery
structural — the addition of a fire truck over aatabve the one Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects — Cataa

that has already been provided in the mains. kb asludes Games Centre Waste Heat Recovery in the amour20& 300
additional firefighter protective equipment, as pecupational agreed to

health and safety standards as well; another gend item. On Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects —
Fire Protection in the amount of $409,000 agreed to Nacho Nyak Dun First Nation Geothermal
On Fire Management Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects — Nach
Fire Management in the amount of $174,000 agreed to  Nyak Dun First Nation Geothermal in the amount 88&,000
On Emergency Medical Services agreed to
On Whitehorse Ambulance Station Replacement On Building Canada Fund
Mr. Barr: Could the minister opposite please explain =~ On Beaver Creek — Road Upgrades

this amount? Mr. Barr: Could I get some clarity on this item?
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, we have an increase Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | articulated in my opening

of approximately $32,000 as a revote of the profaading remarks, this is one in a series of initiativescapital projects
from last fiscal year to the current fiscal yead @am additional that have proceeded much quicker than anticipated.

$779,000 is an increase in the total project cesh aesult of Beaver Creek — Road Upgrades in the amount of
added design requirements and, again, the pr@edet having $400,000 agreed to
come in at higher than estimated. Unfortunately,dign’t get On Burwash — Grave and Sedata Roads Improvements
to talk about this during general debate, but thisa very Burwash — Grave and Sedata Roads Improvement®in th
welcome addition within the City of Whitehorse amdll amount of $350,000 agreed to
certainly enhance the response times to residehcesghout On Burwash — Well Head Protection
the city, is much needed and will build on the ligcialready Mr. Barr: Yes, | would like to know what the
operating at the hospital. increase is for.
Whitehorse Ambulance Station Replacement in theiamo Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, it's one of those projects
of $811,000 agreed to that is proceeding more quickly than anticipatealitS not an
On Community Development additional cost; it's just being advanced quicker.
On Sport and Recreation Burwash — Well Head Protection in the amount of
On Dawson City Recreation Centre $735,000 agreed to
Dawson City Recreation Centre underexpenditurehia t On Carcross — Water Treatment System Upgrade
amount of $435,000 cleared Mr. Barr: I would like to just confirm if this is a
On Ross River Recreation Centre revote or an increase, and is that project on time?
Ross River Recreation Centre underexpenditure & th Hon. Ms. Taylor: So, again like the others the
amount of $5,500,000 cleared member opposite has raised, it's really an advaeogi@nd not
On Community Operations an increase to the overall. So it's just movingclgar than
On Sewage Treatment and Disposal — Destruction Bagnticipated.
Septic Field Carcross — Water Treatment System Upgrade in the
Sewage Treatment and Disposal — Destruction BayicSep amount of $939,000 agreed to
Field in the amount of $350,000 agreed to On Carmacks — Sewage Treatment and Wastewater
On Roads, Bridges and Streets Upgrade Collection
Roads, Bridges and Streets Upgrade underexpenditure Carmacks — Sewage Treatment and Wastewater
the amount of $70,000 cleared Collection in the amount of $57,000 agreed to
On Rural Municipalities/Unincorporated Community On Carmacks — Road Upgrades/ Resurfacing
Infrastructure Projects Carmacks — Road Upgrades/ Resurfacing in the amount
Rural Municipalities/Unincorporated Community of $800,000 agreed to
Infrastructure Projects in the amount of $175,0@Pesed to On Dawson City — Sewage Treatment and District
On Capital Asset Management and Reporting Heating
Capital Asset Management and Reporting in the artnotin Dawson City — Sewage Treatment and District Heaiting
$440,000 agreed to the amount of $1,035,000 agreed to
On Consumer Services and I nfrastructure Development On Destruction Bay — Repairs to Sanitary Collection
On Community Infrastructure System
On Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects — Destruction Bay — Repairs to Sanitary Collectiost&m
Watson Lake Lakeview Water and Sewer underexpenditure in the amount of $200,000 cleared
Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund Projects — Waits On Faro — Water and Sewer Pipe Replacement
Lake Lakeview Water and Sewer in the amount of 0945, Faro — Water and Sewer Pipe Replacement in the amou
agreed to of $200,000 agreed to

On Haines Junction — Water Reservoir and Pump Byste
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Haines Junction — Water Reservoir and Pump Systesubdivision fill point, was there a water softefikter installed?

underexpenditure in the amount of $4,130,000 clkbare I know it had been a request of the community.

On Haines Junction — Arsenic Removal and Water Hon. Ms. Taylor: With respect to this specific ques-
Treatment tion, as one can appreciate, this is one of maajepts. | think

Haines Junction — Arsenic Removal and Water Treattme our budget is almost $200 million, of which halftbt is capi-
in the amount of $2,133,000 agreed to tal projects. So | can't provide the member opposiith an

On Mayo — Water, Sewer, and Road Upgrades answer on the water softener. With respect to ghigect, the

Mr. Tredger: Could | get a breakdown and reason there is a decrease is because it has bfsred to the
explanation, please? next fiscal year.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | understand, this and the Mr. Barr: | just would like then to ask the minister
following line item of $284,000 have been defertedthe opposite to get back to me with that information.
following fiscal year. Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm sure that when we get to next

Mr. Tredger: Do we know why that has been fiscal year in the budget, thereafter we'll be awdalk about
deferred or any further information? that.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I don’t have that readily available Mr. Barr: My original question: Is this money that is
at my fingertips. not being spent — why? Is it because the work isedahead?

Mayo — Water, Sewer, and Road UpgradesAnd if the work is done ahead, has that water seftdbeen
underexpenditure in the amount of $1,987,000 ckbare installed? | believe that the residents don't wanivait a year.

On Mayo — New Community Well and Treatment Could you ask someone in your department to procetu

Mayo — New Community Well and Treatmentthat information sooner, please?
underexpenditure in the amount of $284,000 cleared Hon. Ms. Taylor: We'll certainly endeavour to look

On Old Crow — Road Upgrades into the member opposite’s request. As | mentidnefre, it's

Old Crow — Road Upgrades in the amount of $18,00@ project that has been deferred to the next figeat, so there
agreed to will be more information to articulate when we gpto the

On Old Crow — Solid Waste Facility Upgrades next fiscal year as well. Given the member opptsiepport

Mr. Barr: I would just ask why this has been of this, | would anticipate that we will receiveshinanimous
removed. consent on the supplementary budget as well.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This was attributed to more work Mr. Barr: | would like to know when — and seeing
being completed last fiscal year on the projechthaticipated, that there has already been money spent, maybe htss
lowering the costs required for this fiscal year. already been done with the money that has beern.spen

Old Crow — Solid Waste Facility Upgrades Hon. Ms. Taylor: This hopefully will be the third
underexpenditure in the amount of $340,000 cleared time lucky here. This money is actually for desigianning

On Old Crow — Water Supply Upgrade money, so that design planning money has been aduaio

Old Crow — Water Supply Upgrade in the amount ofthe next fiscal year. What I'm trying to say asatlg as | can is
$917,000 agreed to that we should have more information to report lie hext

On Pelly Crossing — Road Upgrades fiscal year, which is not long from now.

Mr. Tredger: | just wondered if that project is Mr. Barr: “Design” would have been an important
finished, or will more be allocated in the next batlyear? word in the first response and that would have beelpful.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Like many others we have been Thank you.
discussing today and the other day, this is orthage projects Tagish — Taku Subdivision Fill Point underexpenditin
that is really an advancement. It's not an addéloncrease the amount of $550,000 cleared
because it's proceeding much quicker than antieghat On Teslin — Road and Drainage Upgrades

Pelly Crossing — Road Upgrades in the amount of Teslin — Road and Drainage Upgrades in the amotint o
$525,000 agreed to $37,000 agreed to

On Ross River — Arsenic Treatment and Systems dggra On Teslin — Arsenic Treatment
Ross River — Arsenic Treatment and Systems Upgrade Teslin — Arsenic Treatment in the amount of $2@33,

underexpenditure in the amount of $56,000 cleared agreed to
On Ross River — Community Roads Upgrade On Teslin — Teslin Tlingit Council Road Upgrades
Ross River — Community Roads Upgrade in the amafunt Teslin — Teslin Tlingit Council Road Upgrades ire th
$555,000 agreed to amount of $500,000 agreed to
On Ross River — Public Works Building On Watson Lake — Water and Sewer Pipe Replacement
Ross River — Public Works Building underexpenditare and Wet Well
the amount of $463,000 cleared Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just wanted to report that this is
On Tagish — Taku Subdivision Fill Point another example of Building Canada hard at workl, tianks
Mr. Barr: | would like to know if that is the same to the good work of the community of Watson Lakel dhe

reason, that the work is done and sooner, andatlds Taku MLA for Watson Lake for advancing this project aslhwlt is
one of a series of phases associated with modegizater
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and sewer in the Town of Watson Lake and of cothgeis The following document was filed November 19, 2012:
one of many projects throughout the territory tivat are get-
ting at. 33-1-27
Watson Lake — Water and Sewer Pipe Replacement and Bill C-400: An Act to ensure secure, adequate, ssibée
Wet Well in the amount of $3,608,000 agreed to and affordable housing for Canadians, letter radéted) from
On Whitehorse (and area) — Marwell Water and SeweMarie-Claude Morin, MP for Saint-Hyacinthe-Baga, kon.
Upgrades Scott Kent, Minister responsible for the Yukon Haogs
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, seeing the time, | Corporation (White)
move that you report progress.
Chair: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the Chair report progress.
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 7, entitledSecond Appropriation Act,
2012-13and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now
adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

The following Sessional Papers were tabled November
19, 2012:

33-1-52
Yukon Development Corporation 2011 Annual Report an
Audited Financial Statements (Cathers)

33-1-53
Yukon Energy Corporation 2011 Annual Report and
Audited Financial Statements (Cathers)



