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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, November 20, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of the 2012 Leckie awards

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
sembly to pay tribute to the annual Robert E. Ledkivards
and their recipients in recognition of outstandémyironmental
stewardship in mining and exploration.

The awards were created as a tribute to RoberteEkie,
who worked as a mining inspector in Mayo from 198il
1999. The awards reflect Bob’s dedication to emumental
stewardship in innovative mining practices by acklealging
members of the industry for their exceptional effoin this
field. A selection committee composed of repredama from
industry and the Yukon government reviews nomimatiand
selects the winners.

| was pleased to present the 2012 Leckie awardsigist
at the Yukon Chamber of Mines banquet beginnind wite
outstanding placer mining environmental stewardstiard to
Barduson Placers Ltd. This father-son operatiomeést to
Alexco’s Bellekeno mine in the Mayo mining distrighd has
been in operation since 1967.

The Bardusons — through systematic mining practces
long term planning — have utilized a unique burédin to
transport water to their settling ponds.

This innovative method is conducive to noise abatam
less use of fuel, creation of fewer settling poadd lends itself
to timely and systematic reclamation. These tealesqgshow
that the Bardusons have been true stewards ohtfimement.

The second Leckie award is the award for outstandin

quartz environmental stewardship, which went tahtitack
Resources Ltd. Pitchblack Resources undertook gresgjve

and comprehensive two-year reclamation plan goirgl w

above the call of duty and the requirements ofslagon by
reclaiming areas impacted from several other hisibusers of
the area prior to their use. This included decorsioisng and
removing three historical camps and cleanup atethaiestrips
on their claims in the Peel region. Buckets ofldhilids, 900
fuel drums, propane tanks, appliances, helicoptdrdaill parts
and miscellaneous equipment were removed and dyicled
or otherwise disposed of. Contaminated soil atdinstrips as
the result of previous users in the area was rethéwetreat-
ment by this company.

The third Leckie award is the inaugural Leckie aivior
outstanding innovation in mining. This award wemtYtukon

We will proceed at this time with the Order

| rise today on behalf of the As-

Zinc Corporation. Yukon Zinc operates a polymetahenjust
off the Robert Campbell Highway, midway between $Ros
River and Watson Lake. Successes this year inaudaction-
ing biochemical water treatment system, enlargeragatlined
tailings facility and raising the dam by seven ragtto accom-
modate it — all done with minimal impact.

The pre-treatment steps in inventive metal recoveeyh-
ods employed during mill processing enable the algny of
water from the tailings pond. This practice, alawith the use
of various storage facilities and progressive wateatment,
allows Yukon Zinc to conserve well over 100,000icubetres
of fresh water every month.

The company’s on-site heavy equipment operatianitrg
saw six Yukon First Nation citizens receive cectfion at a
graduation ceremony attended by their families antider
guests. It is thought to be the first remote giténtng of this
kind.

Other practices, such as the system lined ditchds|ly
lined waste-rock facility, a waste-heat recovergtegn, an an-
aerobic bacterial sewage treatment plant, a pas&ier treat-
ment system and progressive reclamation done bycone
pany, contribute to lessening the footprint of pheject.

The ongoing relationship with the Ross River Demait
cil and Liard First Nation through employment, tiag and
traditional ceremonies at the site shows a highroitment to
social responsibility.

Yukon Zinc is excelling in all areas of environmant
stewardship, including social responsibility ancidwmation in
their overall operation.

In recognition of Prospector of the Year Alex McMil lan

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | also wish to pay tribute today to
the Prospector of the Year. That award was givenright by
the Chamber of Commerce to Alex McMillan, who was s
lected as 2012 Prospector of the Year by the YuRmspec-
tors Association. Mr. McMillan’s discovery of higirade gold
at the 3Ace minerals property was recognized lashiag at
the Geoscience Forum awards banquet.

Mr. McMillan’s work is just the latest achievement a
long and successful career. He began as a prospest& in
1964, and his early work contributed to what hasobee the
Cassiar mine. In the decades since, he has useksience
in several grassroots exploration projects of hig.oln 1999,
Alex McMillan discovered the 3Ace property, whichash
proved to be the most significant discovery ofdaseer so far.
He staked the area — which sits on the Nahanni magun
range — on snowshoes, and did so by himself ancagehto
outdo other companies that were using helicoptars large
crews in the area at the same time. After manysyeétard
work, he knew he had a potentially good properts kit op-
timism was confirmed one day in 2010. Taking a lubceak
near a quartz vein, Mr. McMillan had a good looktet rock,
which contained a staggering amount of gold.

Further analysis indicated he had made the higheste
gold discovery in the Yukon. Mr. McMillan optiond¢kde 3Ace
property to Northern Tiger Resources and contirtoes/ork
with the company while also setting his sights oneav dis-
covery.
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Mr. McMillan’s Kaska First Nation ancestry and uijpig-
ing on the land have prepared him well for a susftbtife as a
Yukon prospector. Everyone who has worked with Ilsiays
the same thing: his strength, his fitness and h@wedge, not
only of the land but also of Yukon geology, hasvided him
with the talents to succeed in the prospecting sirgu At the
awards banquet last night, Alex McMillan paid peutar
thanks to his friends and family and noted spedilifychis wife
and son, Chief Liard McMillan, as encouraging hinrhis work
throughout the years.

Alex McMillan’s award as Prospector of the Yeaalsout
more than his incredible discovery at 3Ace — itdsognition
of a lifetime of sustained effort and, when he rezg the
award, he was given a standing ovation by the crawthe
Geoscience dinner last night.

In recognition of National Addictions Awareness Wee k

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today to pay
tribute to National Addictions Awareness Week, whitins
from November 19 to 25 this year. This is an ideak to raise
awareness about the effects of alcoholism and dhuge on
the individual, the family and society.

All over the country, communities are talking abadtlic-
tions. Yukon has the dubious distinction of beimgoag the
highest alcohol-consuming jurisdictions in a coynttanada,
which is among the highest alcohol-consuming caesiiin the
world. We recognize the toll that alcohol can takeindividu-
als, their families and communities, which is whigéhol and
Drug Services works year-round to educate, tredthastp pre-
vent alcohol and drug misuse.

Recently, Health and Social Services worked wittonal
partners on the national low-risk drinking guidebn which
provide the best evidence on the related riskslafhal con-
sumption. Tying in with these new guidelines, Yu&m will
soon be hearing radio spots and seeing print adiverthigh-
lighting the idea of “What Is Your Normal?”. Thismpaign
invites Yukoners to think about their alcohol camguion and
its related harms. As well, the prevention unitAdééohol and
Drug Services is distributing a booklet throughdlonewspa-
pers this week on how alcohol affects women. Thisidt to
single out women, but to point out that alcohol bame a more
intense and devastating impact on women than i doemen.
| encourage everyone — men and women — to readtuk-
let.

Most importantly, National Addictions Awareness Wés
an appropriate time to also pay tribute to allhaige individu-
als and organizations that support people in ragoaed help
to reduce the devastating effects of drug and alcahuse in
our communities. Allow me to list just a few: Aladlts
Anonymous; Narcotics Anonymous; Al-Anon; the Salwat
Army; First Nation health programs; the Skookum #irrend-
ship Centre; FASSY; and the Canadian prenatal trartrpro-
grams and pregnant teen programs connect womesooinces
and healthy relationships. The elders and sentwald also be
acknowledged for sharing their personal struggbekelp oth-
ers to understand. There is also the gym teacheryouth
worker and community volunteer, who keep the fgcitipen
just a little while longer so the kids can haveatesplace to be

after school; the neighbour who lets our kids kniny are
noticed and valued in the neighbourhood; the girid who
supports the pregnant mom not to drink while shégnant;
the coworker who offers his buddy a ride home fribra bar
because he knows he has had too much to drinkcitizen

who volunteers her time to figure out how to finghses for the
hard-to-house. | would like to list them all indivally, Mr.

Speaker — all the unsung heroes who contributegeraon’s
recovery, to a family's resilience, to the preventof harmful

substance use — but we would quickly run out ofetifrere
today.

So it's not just about one agency or governmentadep
ment. It's about how we all fit together in workitgward a
healthier society. It's about our role in the conmity as citi-
zens, parents and friends.

Mr. Barr: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
and the Independent member in recognition of Natiédwdic-
tions Awareness Week, November 19 to 25.

It is to the credit of aboriginal people that Natib Addic-
tions Awareness Week began in the early 1980s avitmitia-
tive of the Nechi Institute in Alberta. The ideaiaily caught
on across Canada and in the Yukon. Yukoners conmtiowcon-
sume much more alcohol per capita than the aveZagadian.
The harm to health and our economy that comes flomis
obvious. Statistics show that hospital emergen@nmrwisits
and admissions are often related to injuries dneéskes asso-
ciated with alcohol use.

The numbers of people affected by fetal alcohocspen
disorder are significant in the Yukon. Crimes timafolve vic-
tims, particularly in family violence, are most eft related to
the abuse of alcohol.

The Yukon does not only have problems with alcoRa-
ports show that about 16 percent of Yukoners haee tto-
caine as compared to four percent nationally. Abwaif of
Whitehorse residents have smoked marijuana comptred
about one-quarter of Canadians overall. There leas la 25-
percent increase in the use of prescription drogfeé Yukon.
Tylenol 3 alone counts for a 70-percent increasigar@tte
smoking is gradually decreasing but it is stillaat intolerable
rate in the Yukon.

We are now aware that gambling can also becomec-addi
tive. We must be cognizant of the devastating irhffeat gam-
bling has on families and communities when we lablour
economy and disruptions in families.

Education is one of the most powerful preventivelgon
reaching the objective of being addiction-free, #relNational
Addictions Awareness Week is an important movetiar.

This week points to the celebration of the joy efny ad-
diction-free, reinforcing a healthy attitude arfédtyle that will
assist family, friends and the community as a whdle salute
all those professionals and volunteers who wordikgently in
assisting Yukoners to become addiction-free.

| also wish to salute all those in recovery frondiations.
This is a daily endeavour that we — myself includedinder-
take. | personally know doctors, lawyers, sociatkees, truck
drivers, sales clerks, other politicians, musicjattors, home-



November 20, 2012

HANSARD

1587

less, seniors, men and women, and teens at vastages in
their personal journey with addictions. So you sdleraces, all
genders, middle-class, rich and poor alike suffemove on in
recovery.

We in government must do our part to provide oiand
opportunities for whomever to recognize that recpve possi-
ble from their addictions. | ask all here: pleastedthers know
that there is help and it is okay to ask for it.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to National Addictions Awaren&dgek.
This week is a time to highlight the importanceaoldictions
awareness and how addictions affect our communitidls
northern communities have a stake in addressingtimis. It
is about coming together to speak in one voice. &éife be
changed simply by becoming aware of an issue? mbeex is
yes.

While some people find it easier to judge or tontda we
know that addiction is a disease; substance alsuggioblem.
While we struggle to prevent and treat addictiang, aware-
ness efforts need to be backed up by solid evidanddacts.

We need to send a strong and clear message toepeopl

about addictions and help them understand whatctdds are
and what they do to us and what we can do about.tBetter
yet, we need to be able to offer solutions. We nieetuild
more support in our communities for those reachind.
Healthy lifestyles are created from healthy fansilasd healthy
communities and we must do our part to encouragesapport
healthy lifestyles.

While most people with substance addictions mawaey
of opening up about their struggles, their stocias be a source
of inspiration and strength to others. | would likeshare with
you a few words spoken by the keynote speakerealisdues of
Substance 2011 conference, which was held lastigedan-
couver. Skid Row CEO Joe Roberts shared his storgamv-
ery and his amazing ascent from heroin junkie ttionaire
CEO: “For people stuck in that addiction, it's sach easier to
continue in the hell of that existence than to stép the fear of
the unknown, which is recovery.” And also: “I rgabelieve
that the problem cannot be solved by the same thiaticre-
ated it, and there has to be that step in to sdereand face that
‘I need help from outside.”

| believe these profound words apply to all additsi and
that the fear of the unknown and admitting that gan'’t do it
on your own and that you need help is a major paapeople
perpetuating the cycle. We all can reach out toathes in our
communities who are struggling, dealing with thmin addic-
tions. We must make the addict know that suppodt laelp is
available and that they don't have to do it alofe must reas-
sure the addict that we are here for them and jilgtyneed to
reach out.

It will not be an easy road to recovery. The joyrmeay be
long and there may be struggles. There may be detbhut it
will be rewarding in the end, not only for the axdibut also
for their families and their communities. | woulidd to ac-
knowledge and thank the many front-line addictioorkers,
mental health staff, counsellors, and communitytheaorkers

for being there to help those suffering from substaabuse
addictions by offering hope and strength. Thank you

In recognition of Universal Children’s Day and
National Child Day

Mr. Elias: Thank you. | rise on behalf of the Assembly
today to pay tribute to Universal Children’s Daypwémber
20. More than 100 countries around the world joan&da to-
day in observing Universal Children’s Day, whichsmestab-
lished by the United Nations in 1954.

National Child Day has been nationally celebrateates
1993 to commemorate the United Nations’ adoptiontved
documents centred on children’s rights: the Unilations’
Declaration of the Rights of the Child on November 20, 1959,
and the United NationgConvention on the Rights of the Child
on November 20, 1989.

The overall objectives of National Child Day are gay
tribute to Canada’s commitment to children outlinedthe
convention andA Canada Fit for Children to promote chil-
dren’s initiatives across the country and encourabéd-
related organizations to raise awareness of cights.

Since its adoption, the convention has been rdtifig

more countries than any other international treatye adop-
tion of these two landmark documents reflects thewmg

recognition that children are important and valuseimbers of
society. The convention addresses the rights dfiiem under
age 18 and outlines their right to be free fromleixgtion and
the right to survival, health care, education, gctibn and par-
ticipation in all matters affecting them.

Children are our most vulnerable asset, and it'shem
that we bear the greatest responsibility. Despigomng efforts
and consistent progress, the number of childrethénworld
who suffer unduly is still staggering. Millions children eve-
rywhere are still mistreated, exploited and abustednaccept-
able rates.

According to UNICEF, 25,000 children die every degm
poverty; 2.2 million die every year because theyrast immu-
nized; 1.4 million die annually because they lackess to
clean drinking water. Over 25 million children atieplaced or
live as refugees usually as a result of war. I, faar is one of
the principal causes of strife for children.

Over 100 million children do not have access tocation.
Even when education is available, it is sometimely avail-
able to boys. Economic difficulties, religious leés and cul-
tural practices often work to keep girls from léam

Around the world, children are often forced intbdar for
a variety of reasons that might include being péeblggainst
debts, or as a result of being kidnapped. Perhayss shocking
is the military use of children. In some regionscruitment
begins with children younger than age 10. Oveitlis esti-
mated that there are over 250,000 children undeate of 18
fighting in armed conflicts. Often to enforce comfance to
doctrine, children are required to commit the gshwaf atroci-
ties.

We like to believe that the challenges childreneface
limited to the developing world and far-off landsd by and
large most are, but while there are over 1.8 hillahildren in
the world, there are still over 7,500 right herghe Yukon on



1588

HANSARD

November 20, 2012

whom we have a direct influence in their day-to-diags in
some way.

We can't forget that some of our own children coné to
suffer from the effects of poverty, abuse, mistreait and
malnutrition. There is a lot of work to be donet paly around
the world in improving the lives of children, buisa in our
territory. However, there are so many good thingsgening in
our territory. We have a Yukon Child and Youth Adate
office; we have several Yukon child tax credits; heve the
youth climate change forum; we have the Youth Doete;
and the Executive Council Office that administdrs touth
investment fund which provides financial supporstmrt-term
projects aimed at youth. The program promotes estfem,
encourages development of positive lifestyle chai@nd cre-
ates social or recreational opportunities. We dage youth
music programs; the conservation action team; Bugpgyouth
Towards Equality andvww.yukonyouth.com We have the
spectacular sporting event geared toward youttén Arctic
Winter Games. We have Women in Trades, and thgdiss on
and on, Mr. Speaker. We have a tremendous pogitigact on
our territory and we salute and congratulate a8l #xcellent
youth programs around the territory.

I would like to invite everyone to join me in obgiagy
Universal Children’s Day in events around our tersi. Let’s
agree to redouble our efforts to work in the veegthinterests
of the most important aspect of our future: outdren.

In 1954, the day was first suggested by the Gerfsal
sembly of the United Nations, which recommendedntroes
celebrate children with a day marking “worldwidetgrnity
and understanding”. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling a let-
ter in response to a letter that | received fromrigd€laude
Morin, the Member of Parliament from Saint-HyacetBagot.
The original letter was received in October, anehht to table
my response to that.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the fol-
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to baitd
the substantive work and good-faith efforts by t~ations,
non-government organizations, Yukon citizens andkoru
government departments and agencies, to develaprgre-
hensive addictions treatment strategy that includes

(1) training personnel to meet national standarfdseat-
ment and current practices;

(2) ensuring that prevention and innovative afemeccom-
ponents are essential parts of all centres andqmg)

(3) adequately financing land-based centres angranas;

(4) allowing flexible long-term programs beyond @8ys;
and

(5) treatment programs specifically for childremquth,
seniors, and families.

Mr. Silver: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
brush the section of the North Klondike Highway vibe¢n
Fisherville and Hunker Road to improve visibilitygchaddress
safety concerns raised by community members.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
Prior to proceeding to Question Period, the Chaill w
make a statement.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  On October 31, the Chair ruled on a point of
order regarding unparliamentary language. Durirg ¢hurse
of that ruling, the Chair warned all members abagihg lan-
guage that may not be unparliamentary in and effjtbut con-
tributes to raising the rhetorical temperaturehie House. The
Chair feels that now is an opportune time to réwss issue.

In the October 31 ruling, the Chair also said tireg of the
fundamental principles of parliamentary proceduse that
members are to treat one another as honourablaatter how
strongly they disagree with one another about msatiepublic
policy.

Recently, however, the Chair has noticed membens fr
both sides of this House making comments aboutr atteam-
bers that are increasingly personal and disreage¥ttsterday,
for example, we heard comments that a member isumg
conflict with First Nations, that a member choosesto accu-
rately reflect certain facts and that certain memig® not pay
attention to the proceedings. We also heard a caorhatsout
the manner in which a member pronounced a wordthat
members take “cheap shots”. The Chair could, blitnet, cite
similar examples from previous days.

Members may feel justified in making these kindsref

Are there any other returns or documents formarks about other members. That does not concerCliair.

What concerns the Chair is that some members asemaiz-
ing the issues or treating some other members digtespect.
In reviewing these remarks the Chair also beliethes mem-
bers could have made their point without persomaizheir
comments.

The Chair would prefer not to intervene in Questamiod
and debates. However, if members continue to giscsone
another they will find the Chair intervening.

Finally, the Chair would like to reiterate a poime has
made previously: The Chair recognizes that membaezshere
to debate important issues — issues about whighahd their
constituents hold strong views. Strongly held viesten lead
to strongly worded statements. All members will ééw accept
that. However, Yukoners have a right to expect imatebating
issues of public importance, members will focustioose is-
sues and not on getting the better of one another.
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The Chair thanks all members for their attentiore Will
proceed at this time with Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Economic outlook

Ms. Hanson:
meeting in Halifax later this week to discuss intpot eco-
nomic issues. There are many economic challengesebfuire
strong leadership, including the increasing gapveenh rich
and poor, getting a fair deal on our natural resesir making
trade and investment agreements that work for Ganadwith
the federal fall economic update showing slowingneenic
growth and a larger federal deficit, Canada’s fahposition
is weakening. This has led to a call for a revensgiriorities
from federal deficit reduction to unveiling a newoaomic
stimulus plan.

How does the Premier intend to insert himself iis im-
portant national debate that has major implicatiéms the
Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
world is a concern to all leaders of this countng an fact, to
all financial leaders around the world. We have lme¢n able,
nor will we ever be able, to control some of thécomes that
occur across this country — for example, in thetéhhiStates
or in Europe. As such, we will do our best. We do planning
to ensure that we are able to best meet those séed#d these
things occur.

What we can talk about is the responsibility — fiseal
responsibility — this Yukon government has had awer last
10 years that has taken us from a position whezeptlvious
government was actually borrowing money to pay \samgea
position now where we do have a surplus, and whal@ net
financial resources. This government has been tabbeliver
on programs and services for Yukoners while coirtiguto
encourage responsible development here in the Yukena
result, we've increased our tax revenues by ovér d€rcent.
We have increased our own-source revenues by d@pér-
cent, and we are in a great position to be ableotdinue to
move forward.

Ms. Hanson:
has chaired discussions with the premiers on itrfreire —
that’'s the issue here — that’s quite noncommitiizd. really
focused on the Yukon.

Certainly the economy in the

Does the Premier support the Federation of Canaddian
nicipalities’ call for action on infrastructure, dmwill he seek
the support of the other premiers this week in fidaht

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government recognizes the
tremendous role the Building Canada infrastructomegram

Mr. Speaker, Canadian premiers arehad in the territory. The program was designed dase-plus

formula, which meant there was a base amount ahdnwou
look at territories that have very small populasipit's critical
that there would be a base amount, and on topapfatfiormula
based on population.

It's through that investment between the Yukon gove
ment and Canada of a quarter of a billion dollarthe last few
years on strategic investments on water, on wasternwvon
bridges, on roads. It's not only building infrastture, but also
creating jobs, creating training opportunities ftukon resi-
dents, creating business opportunities and ultiipats a result
of that, creating more competition, which ensureat tYukon-
ers were able to receive even more value for edeflar in-
vested.

I had the honour of chairing the discussion onaistituc-
ture. This government believes that infrastruciara continu-
ing need here in the territory. We’'ll continue tonk with our
partners in Canada to come up with new progranmpefully
be able to continue on from the Building Canadagpm that
did exist.

Ms. Hanson: I'm not quite sure if the Premier an-
swered my question. What the public is lookingifoa Premier
who shows leadership in addressing the seriousstrfrcture
gap that exists in our communities and throughbet riorth.
The Premier will know that the Association of YukGommu-
nities fully supports the Federation of Canadiambipalities’
call for a long-term plan to address aging infraciire that
threatens Canada’s economic development. The AADZ blas
said, and | quote: “We believe that in order toradd the cur-
rent and future infrastructure needs both locatlgl across the
country, there is a need to act now by establiskingnger
term infrastructure plan that involves all levefggovernment.”
I'm looking for an unequivocal answer here thisdirboes the
Premier support AYC’s position and will he showdegship

For someone who has announced that h@n this critical economic issue for the good of mipalities,

for the Yukon and all of the north?
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | have reiterated, this govern-
ment continues to work with its partners, lookirtgnat only

Last week, in fact, my colleague from Mount Lorne-the relationship with Canada but also how we wodether on

Southern Lakes raised a significant infrastructyap that ex-
ists in Canadian municipalities. The infrastructgeg between
what we have and what we need is significant innibweh and
is an impediment to economic development and imgulayual-
ity of life. To avoid recession, the federal govaent reversed
direction and unveiled an economic action plan @& and
through the Building Canada fund and other mearessary
infrastructure was built across the country, inoigd the
Yukon.

These funds are all but used up. The Federatiddaoia-
dian Municipalities has called for a new, long-tefiederal in-
frastructure action plan, which would cost $5.7idml a year
for the next two decades.

a pan-northern approach to meet the needs of thoattibin
Vision” document, which clearly identifies infragtture as a
very important part of the needs we have. Mr. Speakfra-
structure investment has helped get us to wherarevéoday.

Just announced were the latest numbers on the &P,
am very proud to say that Yukon had a GDP last péa.5
percent — the highest in Canada, more than dobkleational
average. Yukon exports jumped 22 percent, more ttoale
from 2010. Consumer spending increased 4.5 pereerthe
fastest pace in Canada.

Mr. Speaker, our investment in the private sectonemy,
our investment in the resource sector, our investrireinfra-
structure has put Yukon at the top of the list, toanng to
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drive jobs and create opportunities for this goweent to cre-
ate more wealth through our own-source revenues;hwhill

help us reinvest in more capital and program dgfiver Yuk-

oners.

Question re:  Electrical rate increases

Mr. Tredger:
about the possibility of electrical rates goingam the impact
on Yukoners, the minister, instead of answeringdbestion,
made wild accusations about the Official Opposititits the
old deflection game and Yukoners are wise to ite Tfinister
knows full well that the government has a full suitf powers
at its disposal to determine fair electrical ratesan issue di-
rectives to specify how the interests of the custioend the
utility are to be balanced. The minister provide@sation to the
corporation through a letter of expectation andoulgh order-
in-council, the minister has every right to infleenthe cost of
service to various customer classes.

Will the minister cease the deflections and ansiher
question he didn't answer yesterday? Is a 13-pém@estrical
rate hike acceptable to the minister?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Mayo-Tatchun wasn't listening to the Speaker earlfgain,
as | pointed out to the member yesterday, the Yultlities
Board is a quasi-judicial board. The Member for Blay
Tatchun — the member for the NDP — called on meeyday
to step into the process while the board is culyéntthe midst
of reviewing an application by the Yukon Energy gamation.
The member for the NDP asked me to express anarpthiat
would interfere with them doing their work indepent of the
corporations, since | am minister responsible fakdh Devel-
opment Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporation.

For the member to call on the minister to step itite
process and then not understand what the problesnwita his
question, | would again point out to the member: eWhwve
have boards like the Yukon Utilities Board that éiav quasi-
judicial role and are currently in the process @fiewing an
application, we have to let them do the work arat'shexactly
what this government is going to do.

Mr. Tredger:
nual report details the regulatory hearing proesssl to estab-
lish or change rates. It says, “The Yukon Ultiliti@®ard
(*YUB”) must ensure that its decision, which fixekectricity
rates, complies with...” the appropriate principlégaie mak-
ing “...all relevant legislation, including tHeublic Utilities Act
and directives issued by the Yukon government thino@r-
ders-in-Council that specify how the interests e tustomer
and the utility are to be balanced.”

The minister’'s assertions are wrong. The governrhest
the right and the power to set direction and bydaiothing, it
has been a silent witness to millions of dollarerdpon re-
search like the Gladstone diversion. It has besifeat witness
as wind power plans were shelved and now it is likejy that
Yukoners will be paying more out of their pockéfghy does
this minister continue to deflect?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Mayo-Tatchun continue to stand up and demand thverge
ment interfere with a quasi-judicial board thatitgng its work

Yesterday, when | raised concerns

Yukon Development Corporation’s an-

right now? Direction can be issued through ordecenncil,
but it would be grossly inappropriate to do so wiiiie board is
in the middle of a rate review.

As the member will know — if he recalls previous &3t
tion Periods — I've indicated since taking on thide a little
over a year ago that my emphasis upon taking gftinebehalf
of my Cabinet and caucus colleagues, was to engehadlsat
we were very concerned about the rates. We werng can-
cerned about ensuring that financial risk to taxgpayand rate-
payers was minimized and all of the studies to Wwiie mem-
ber is referring — or, | should say, almost alltbé studies,
with the exception of a little bit of expenditune this fiscal
year, were done prior to my time taking office asister, and
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun knows it, or he shduidw it,
if he has done his research.

Question re: Independent power producer policy
Mr. Silver: One of the main concerns of the mining
industry is access to reliable electricity. It caoge again and
again at the mining summit | attended on Saturday.
As far back as 2007, the Yukon Liberal Party hasnbed-

It appears that the Member for vocating for the government to adopt an indepengenter

producer policy. An independent power producergyoliould
enable businesses to generate and sell electricitukon En-
ergy Corporation. This is something a number ofingircom-
panies are interested in doing; they see it as yatagower
their own projects. The holdup is the Yukon goveenin
which has talked about putting a policy in placeatow this
since January 2009. Almost four years later, aedetis still no
policy. Why has it taken four years to produce po$icy?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As | mentioned earlier today, |
point out that | took on this role as minister msgble for
Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon Energy ©cap
tion a little over a year ago. Since that time, fweused on
steps, including creating a more structured retatiip with the
corporations on clearly defining government's exptons,
including the fact that, going forward, we want tdueporations
to be very much focused on minimizing the finangiak to
ratepayers and taxpayers, while ensuring that se take the
right steps to support the development of the Yu&oanomy
and to ensure that the growth of the grid meetsiteals of the
system.

Work is ongoing right now on the independent poprer-
ducer policy, as it has been for the last year.aéefocused on
getting it right. | do appreciate it when the Liaksrjump on
board with our platform commitments and urge usdmplete
our commitments. We are focused, of course, on teting all
those commitments within the course of this mandate

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | think the member opposite
is confused. This isn't necessarily coming from ttiberal
caucus; this is coming from the industry. Miningrgaanies are
looking for power. It has been identified by miniogmpanies
as a top priority for a number of years. In the ggownent’s
own January 2009 energy strategy, it was identifiec prior-
ity action. | will quote: “Facilitate the purchasé electricity

Why does the NDP Member for from independent power producers.” Yes, that isnftds plat-

form, yet almost four years have gone by, and tiestill no
policy in place to allow this to happen.
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It's the government’s job to get the policy in paand al-
low the industry to get on with opening mines arehting jobs
and creating wealth. Why has the government beafblaro
get this independent power policy in place? It iesn working
on it for four years.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Once again, Mr. Speaker, the
Leader of the Liberal Party is incorrect in hiseatisns. We're
working on some other policy matters — the firsgpst after
the energy strategy, to clarify my statement. [ot,fthe signifi-
cant focus on the independent power producer pblac/been
much more recent.

As | indicated to the member, the first prioritfes me and
for this government upon taking office just ovelyear ago
were to focus on creating a more structured redatipp with
the corporations, getting a clear handle on thanifimal situa-
tion and working with them on identifying and tali about
the opportunities and the pressures within theegystThat's
what we have done. The independent power prodwd&Eyps
something that there has been significant work amd the
member will see more work on that, including pulaiscus-
sion about the structure of this. What the mem&eery casu-
ally referring to should be recognized as havingimbroader
implications than the Member for Klondike is refieg, be-
cause the decision around an independent poweupeogol-
icy typically comes with a long-term obligation frchase
power. So there is a long-term commitment involirethis for
taxpayers and ratepayers, and it's very importaat we get it
right. That's what we intend to do.

Mr. Silver: | don’t know how much more time they
need to get it right. One of the presenters aftrilméng summit
identified concerns the industry has about investnie the
Yukon. He urged the government to focus on thingsm con-
trol, such as the regulatory affairs, roads ancssdo power.
When comparing the Yukon to the rest of the wodldl; big-
gest deterrent is infrastructure.

Over 65 percent of the world’s mineral investorveha
problem investing in the Yukon. Almost 25 percefthee in-
vestors have a strong deterrent to invest in thkovudue to
infrastructure issues like access roads and powaitadility.
Getting an independent power producer policy irc@ls one
way the government could address parts of thislpnoblt is
something industry has been asking for; it's sofngthhat the
Liberal caucus supports and has been asking faraweimber
of years. When is this policy going to be complete?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member is diminishing the
importance of this policy and what's involved in s |
pointed out to the member, if the independent pgweducer
policy is put in place to be attractive to industityat typically
comes with a long-term commitment to purchase pwater.
Therefore, there is a very long-term financial catnment for
the ratepayers and the taxpayers. We are very édcos mak-
ing sure that all the angles are addressed andvthget it right
to both take advantage of the opportunity and sdppee
growth of mines, but ensure we don’t end up witlothar
boondoggle like what happened under the NDP wherf-tro
mine shut down and we still see the cost on ourguodills
today for their record of failure.

Again, to the member opposite: We are working ag ith
sue, but we are very focused on getting it right.

I remind the member opposite that the Yukon ledctin-
try in growth in real GDP last year at 6.5-perceSihce 2008,
we have consistently been one of the leading jigtiechs in
growth. Our record of mining investment and minprgduc-
tion: We have mineral production at an all-timetignd the
last three years in mining exploration are the @éhhéghest
years of mining exploration in Yukon history. Theember is
very conveniently forgetting the fact that YukorsHzeen very
attractive to responsible mining and will contirtoebe so.

Question re:  Alcohol and drug addiction

Mr. Barr: Seven years ago, this government pre-
sented Yukoners with theivukon Substance Abuse Action
Plan. It lists the criteria for determining if the amti plan was
successful. On page 18, it says the plan was tevewed and
adjusted on a regular basis. Measurements for ldrgspsuc-
cess included reducing the number of individualfigh-risk
who experience harmful consequences of substancseam-
creasing the age at which youth first drink alcohi@creasing
the number of heavy drinkers; decreasing the aviéitha and
use of illegal drugs and increasing support fooirative, suc-
cessful treatment interventions. Will the MinistérHealth and
Social Services tell us how thikon Substance Abuse Action
Plan has been implemented and adjusted over the seas y
since it has been written?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | don’t have those exact statistics
available at this time, but significant work haguaced in the
last little while with respect to alcohol and dregrvices avail-
able to citizens of the Yukon. We have recentlyiated strate-
gic planning and a great deal of program redesigrkwhat
will ensure that all of our services are responsiveommunity
needs. We're also making sure that our servicecualtarally
appropriate and evidence based. We're also wonkitty other
governments to ensure that our services are alovfog best
practices of other jurisdictions in the country. 'Yéealso col-
laborating with stakeholders on redesign of variadsliction
programs. We're also taking into account the needafmore
extensive continuum of services. So all of thosegh are pro-
gressing as we speak.

Mr. Barr: I would ask the minister opposite to please
forward these stats. Two years ago, the Ministeddedlth and
Social Services received thask Force on Acutely Intoxicated
Persons at Risk Final Report, also known as the Beaton and
Allen report.

It is only the latest in a series of reports on ietitths
available to this government over the past 20 ydarthe final
report, there is a care plan for creating a detwk eatment
system, including details on the location and stgfbf facili-
ties. Can the Minister of Health and Social Serwiadvise the
House of the reasons for the delay in implementaapmmen-
dations in the task force report?

Hon. Mr. Graham: A number of recommendations in
the Beaton and Allen report have been implemeritédre
also at the present time going ahead with the lemfi the
Sarah Steele Building. Management Board has apgrove
$60,000 for planning. The planning process is atrmomsn-
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pleted, and | expect to have a preliminary platmamd within
the next two to three weeks.

We also, together with Yukon College and Yukon Col-

lege’s First Nation initiatives program, RCMP, CYFahd the
Justice department, coordinated the developmentdatidery
of training focused on Yukon First Nations crostiwmal
awareness, sensitivity, and impacts of trauma adictidns.
We are progressing and we will continue to do that.

| believe he asked about other issues we are autirigp |
think the Premier committed this government toeaist a mil-
lion dollars in funding to the First Nation landgeal healing
program, if all First Nations in the territory gigether and
determine one consistent land-based healing proghamall
would be willing to use.

Mr. Barr:
paign, the Yukon Party promised that they would kvaith
First Nation governments, NGOs and other stakehslde
develop more treatment centres and programs thouighe
territory.

Again, a year ago, when the last territorial etattcam-
paign was at its height, the Premier announcedwatehorse
would have a new alcohol and drug services tredtroentre.
The mandate letter for the Minister of Health amati8l Ser-
vices, written months ago, is specific on land-baseatment
and after-care programs. Reports, party platforamsounce-
ments by the Premier and mandate letters do ndtategy
make.

What is needed is a workable plan for addictioaattnent
that is consulted upon and followed. When can Yeksrex-
pect a comprehensive strategy for addictions treatnfrom
this government, and when will it be implemented?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Yukon Forum, the issue of land-based treatment capnand,
as the Hon. Minister of Health and Social Servicas articu-
lated, we are committed to working with First Naso

We put forward that we would like to see a healiegtre
that everybody could use. While this can be parthef after-
care program, we understand there are specificsnedthin
First Nations and that there is work to be donthatcommu-
nity level. We understand that. We put forward tasking of
officials to work together — the Yukon governmetiticdals
and officials representing First Nations — to aréte this
program, see whether there is an opportunity terbgye fed-
eral dollars to be able to create an instituticet ik accredited
and perhaps be able to enjoy some medical tousmyell,
and perhaps have people coming from other jurisdist We
also stipulated that we thought that this wouldabprogram
that should be run and administered by First Natiohhe
committee is still working on this, and we lookvi@rd to get-
ting an update from them.

Questionre:  Select Committee on Whistle-blower
Protection
Ms. Stick: This government is attempting to close the

door on public access to information through amesmim
Yesterday we heard this government support lobbgiihngov-
ernment with no rules or public accountability. Ahistle-
blower law to protect public servants who obsermd eeport

wrongdoing in government is something this govenmimadso
says they support.

Motion No. 195 laid out the terms that if not adiimeport,
an interim report would be tabled during this feilting. The
Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection hesnét
since August 2012. Messages requesting anothetingdeve
gone unanswered.

Can the minister tell us when this committee wikehin
order to table a report before this Legislaturéhis fall sitting
so this Legislature can address recommendationghisf
committee?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As minister responsible for the
Public Service Commission, | perhaps would likeptse that
guestion to the select committee, which is comgrieé all-

Mr. Speaker, in the 2006 election cam-party representation. Everyone agreed to get tegethreview

the findings of the previous select committee angdet on with
the good work and put forth recommendations soGbeern-
ment of Yukon could move forward to develop whidilewer
legislation. | have not received an update as ¢f lyat | cer-
tainly look forward to receiving the outcome and tmal find-
ings of the select committee on this very issue.

Ms. Stick: | thank the minister for the answer. Yes,
the committee has been meeting and is busy, bedaest has
gone out asking for a date for the next meetinthab this can
come forward to this Legislature as laid out. Agaivould ask,
can we have a date for the next meeting?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Unfortunately I'm not a member of
that select committee, but | would ask, perhape, tihe mem-
ber opposite refer her question to the chair ofdbmmittee.
We look forward to receiving the final outcome bétreport. |
have not received an update as to where we arergsfiect to

Mr. Speaker, during the last the final report, but we very much look forwarditowe com-

mend the work of the current select committee dsal the past
committee that has been working on this. That cdtemiis
comprised of representation from all the respecpwiitical

parties. We support the work and supported the anatihat
went through to form the committee, and we lookwiand to
receiving the outcome.

Ms. Stick: This message has gone out to the members
and the members have answered to it, but still avemo date.
It is not up to the members. We're not able to cehtpe chair
to set a time for this meeting. | would ask the istar if she
would be willing to ask the chair, who is a membgthe gov-
ernment, to please set a date for this committee.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It is a select committee; it's a
committee of the Legislative Assembly, not a conteeitof the
Government of Yukon. | just want to make that difatiation
for the members opposite who perhaps are not familith the
Orders of the Day. We are committed to whistle-ldolegisla-
tion and that is in fact why we supported the depeient of
the select committee, which would oversee comingwith
effective and responsive whistle-blower legislatidhat work
remains incomplete, but we look forward to the ouate of the
committee. | would ask that the member oppositéreetiher
question to the chair of the committee and any alhather
members of the committee.
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Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of opposition private members' business

Ms. Stick: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the items standing in thenma of the
Official Opposition to be called on Wednesday, Nober 21,
2012. They are Motion No. 275, standing in the narhéhe
Member for Mayo-Tatchun, and Motion No. 109, stagdin
the name of the Member for Mayo-Tatchun.

Mr. Silver: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3),
would like to identify the item standing in the namf the
Third Party to be called on Wednesday, NovemberR12. It
is Motion No. 247, standing in the name of the Memfor
Klondike.

Mr. Elias: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), | would
like to identify the item standing in the name lo& independ-
ent member to be called on Wednesday, Novembe2®D. It
is Motion No. 255, standing in the name of the Memfor
Vuntut Gwitchin.

Speaker: We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into rGittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government Hous
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order. The matter before the Cotteni is
Vote 3, Department of Education, in Bill No.Second Appro-
priation Act, 2012-13.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 7,
Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13. We will now continue
with general debate in Vote 3, Department of Edooat

Department of Education

Hon. Mr. Kent: Before | begin, I'd like to welcome
two officials to the Legislature with me here todd@eputy
Minister Valerie Royle who is no stranger to thisude, hav-
ing appeared here often as a withess for the YWonkers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board, and welcoereirh
her new position as Deputy Minister of Educatios,veell as
the Director of Finance, Ms. Cyndy Dekuysscher, wias
joined us here today again. She was here in thegphen we
debated Education during the spring budget as well.

Before | start, I'm just going to provide a few digs and
facts to the Legislature today based on the 2014eh@ol year.
The Department of Education’s, in Public schoolsnich, op-
erated 29 schools. We had 5,023 students and 48dlI58ime
equivalent teachers. We had 701 students on IERs.h¥
127.44 full-time equivalent educational assistamtd 33 reme-
dial tutors. The cost per student estimate wasldHz,

In Advanced Education, we ran eight programs, had 5
apprentice registrations, 50 trade certificationsrevissued,
there were 118 STEP program placements, 54 sumaneerc
placements, and 133 approved nominees under théneem
program.

On post-secondary student funding, including Carsida
dent loans and grants, the department spent $8&&2We
dispersed $1,291,109 in community training fund$hew we
break down the O&M expenditures by program for 2021
Education Support Services received 5.4 percenhefdistri-
bution; Advanced Education received 10.1 percerthefdis-
ribution; Yukon College, 16.5 percent; and Pulichools,

8.1 percent.

Those are a few figures that | wanted to bring tetbe
House today. Many of those figures will be includedthe
annual report for 2011-12. We tabled the 2010-Jbmtein the
spring and anticipate bringing forward the othee during this
fall session.

Before | speak to th8upplementary Estimates No. 1, I'm
going to talk about something quickly. | know the.M for
Klondike and the MLA for Mayo-Tatchun raised a nweniof
questions from the technical briefing that the depant held
on November 12, 2012.

At the time, Department of Education officials pes
needed to get back to the member. | do have sontieeoén-
swers that they had asked for at that time — peximap all, but
we have tracked them and we will make sure thatgetea
complete response to members opposite.

One of the questions: What is the total spent,ate,don
the Commission scolaire francophone du Yukon |dgak?
The answer: Starting in 2009-10, including thatryaad the
three subsequent fiscal years up to October 312,20% total
budget spent on legal costs by the department 2256,634.

A second question asked by members at that tirae:the
Yukon government paid any portion of the CSFY lefgas?
The answer to that: Under court order, we wererexiéo pay
$400,000 of their legal fees during the 2011-12diyear.

A question with regard to the public schools exitvey:
When will the 2011-12 data be available and postedthe
website, and are all prior years on the website? ditswer to
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that question: The latest installment of the Yukonth secon-
dary school transition survey final report has bepdated and
is available on the ECO website under the Stasidiranch. If
members are having difficulty accessing it, I'd happy to
have my staff send the links to chiefs of stafftioé Official

Opposition, the Liberal Party and the independesiniver.

The OIld Crow land-based experiential program andpgy
of the curriculum and guidance materials — whadn do is let
members know that we did attend the launch of thhréaulum
material. It was up at the Beringia Centre. | badi¢ was close
to the start of this session. We had the oppostunitvisit with
folks there. So | will endeavour to check with tRentut
Gwitchin and get that information off to the mendeaf the
House and available publicly. The material is gdimdpe made
available to all schools and First Nations — ang Hirst Na-
tion Partnership unit that's located at the Departtrof Educa-
tion.

The fifth question that | do have a response tayadeals
with the change orders for the civil works phasst@ work at
F.H. Collins. That was the work | believe startadearly Au-
gust and was completed in early October. The antw#rat is
that civil works phase 2 was a unit price contratiree change
orders were issued and were mainly for adjustmtentgianti-
ties. The net result of the change orders wasdocethe value
of the contract, actually. The award price was apipnately
$1.18 million and the final contract value will Bpproximately
$1.09 million. Again, that's on phase 2 of the kivorks.

The geothermal costing is another question asketiaat
briefing: which years it included in the projectdget and what
the cost is. The funding is cash flowed over thiseal years
— 2012 to 2015 — and the total is $918,000. In kjpepwith
my colleague, the Minister of Highways and PublioMé, that
is the same amount that was allotted for that dspfethe pro-
ject prior to this revised amount | announced i ttlegislature
last week.

Another question: What is the total budget for Fadllins
Secondary School replacement? The total gross amapm
proved at this time is $55,796,000. At this poidtlike to just
take the opportunity to correct the record. | knast week
during Question Period | gave a different figureadittle bit
higher — for the total gross estimate for that ectj It was due
to a clerical error. | just made a mistake andlikeé to apolo-
gize to the House. This number that | have today
$55,796,000 is the correct number, and again mjogEs to
legislators for the mistake | made during Questamniod last
week.

When it comes to providing a copy of the memoranddim
understanding with First Nations on education, wejust
awaiting the signature of all the parties. It igipartite memo-
randum of understanding, including the DepartmédriEauca-
tion, representing the Yukon government of couiskeelieve
all First Nations in the Yukon can be signatorieghis MOU,
and of course the Government of Canada. So whes lavthe
leadership meeting with First Nations at CYFN, | aifurse
signed and the First Nations that were there sigiéslre still
awaiting the signature from Canada. As soon asithabm-

plete, we’'ll be able to provide copies of the MGdJrtot only
members of this Legislature but make it availahlbligly.

One of the questions | believe that was asked &yMém-
ber for Klondike is with respect to the Yukon P&atplatform
commitment of providing home-schoolers with accesgro-
gram resources and funding. Home educators areefuffor
courses and resources that are approved througbepart-
ment of Education. These courses are provided goiuDe-
partment of Education through B.C. Distance Eduocati
schools. There is no cost to families if they uspattmental-
approved resources. | believe we have an educdtorisvactu-
ally in charge of that program this year. | thitik ifor the first
time that an actual educator has been in chargeeatlepart-
ment level of the home-schooling program.

As | mentioned, there is no cost to families ifythese our
approved resources. Students enrolled in B.C. bistd&duca-
tion schools are now also registered in the Yukiment in-
formation system, where their year-to-year progreas be
tracked. | will provide a written response to altete of the op-
position critics — the Third Party, as well as theependent
member — I'll provide that just based on the infatian that |
just read into the record.

Again, there may be some outstanding questionsstiiat
need to be answered. | would be happy to providegtio the
members opposite at the earliest convenience. Adgainde-
partment is working on getting all the answersuesiions that
were asked at that briefing.

Given that this is Geoscience Week, | wanted toakpe
about the centre for northern innovation in minitgYukon
College. | know there was a presentation by thesigemt of
Yukon College at the Geoscience Forum that was dbise
morning. | referenced some of this activity whespbke at the
Yukon mining summit Saturday here in Whitehorse, Ibjust
wanted to read a few of the exciting aspects of grbgram
into the record here in the Legislature here todde centre
for northern innovation in mining was a study theats funded
by the Department of Economic Development and uaken
by Yukon College over about an 18-month periodelidve —
in and around there anyway. They did some tremeneark;
the committee and the representation included ttiege, the
departments of Education, Energy, Mines and Ressuand
Economic Development.

of  We had industry supports; | believe there wereasgmta-
tives from the Mine Training Association and thertdern
Safety Network — a very broad cross-section of peegho
came together to put together a report and, sukségu the
proposal that was delivered this morning. As | rimred on
Saturday, it's a proposal that has been endorsedubygov-
ernment, my caucus and Cabinet colleagues, aswdidtlike
to see moving forward so we can provide trainingarfunities
in mining and industrial trades for a number of ¥né&rs, as
we look to close that significant labour gap thét exist in the
mining industry as new projects come onstream anthe ex-
ploration and placer mining industries continuelétiver.

One of the opportunities that is going to be offere to
deliver high school dual-credit mining occupatialmgrams in
Yukon communities and in Whitehorse using Yukonl€ge as
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the successful dual-credit delivery model and angaan ave-
nue for Yukon high school students across thetéeyrito com-
plete high school while acquiring the credentiads & trade
relevant to the mining industry.

Secondly, strengthening partnerships with the Y ukiime
Training Association, or the YMTA, and Alaska — agaas |
mentioned on the weekend, | did have the oppostunitravel
to Juneau and sign a memorandum of agreement hetiee
governments of Yukon and Alaska as well as YukofieQe
and the University of Alaska to move forward withamber of
mine training initiatives and share curriculum, rsheesources,
and look to cooperate on a number of fronts.

Having had the opportunity to spend the day witk th
Alaskan delegation and a delegation from the Yukaeiuding
officials from Education and the president of Yukoallege, it
was a great opportunity to visit their downtown dam mine
training facility with a simulator very similar lelieve — it
could even be identical to the one that we havéukibn Col-
lege. | was able to take a look at some of the rgrdand pro-
gramming they are offering on that and some of dkiger
trades aspects that they are offering in the dowmtonine
training centre in Juneau. They also utilize an abéndoned
underground mine for training just on the outskirtguneau.

training program. People who were involved with fiveject
visited a number of mining schools from Abitibi @uebec to
Sudbury and | believe Timmons, and then again, Tsam,
Manitoba and brought back a tremendous amount ofvkn
edge. One thing that we'’re extremely impressed ugthhe
amount of cooperation that we've enjoyed with samihstitu-
tions across the country. | know the college islieg the way
in that type of activity and they should be comnezhtbr that.

I'll get into my actual budget speech when | get tippor-
tunity to get up again, but | did want to touchtba centre for
northern innovation in mining, just given that it30science
Week here in the Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you and welcome to the officials
from the department. | say welcome also to all Haed-
working members of the department who sit behirerttem-
bers opposite — figuratively speaking. There atet ®f dedi-
cated people in the department — a lot of people wirk
very, very hard, and as the minister has just spo&ethey’ve
come up with a lot of good ideas and are doing mgmeat
things.

I'd like to just start by saying that it's aboutktkids. Eve-
rything needs to keep that focus. We've seen aofogood
ideas come and be stored on a shelf, tried outfgear —

They are delivering some tremendous things and laave maybe they have a champion and they'll try themfoufive

pathways to mining program they offer to high sdrstodents,
which is particularly exciting. They have been vggnerous in
offering to share curriculum and share other aspedth us
here in the Yukon. | mean, we have a tremendoadioakhip
with Alaska, and the intergovernmental accord thatPremier
and the Governor signed, and this memorandum oénstethd-
ing will, I'm sure, be the first of many when weadlevith our
neighbours to the west.

One of the aspects of the centre for northern iatiou
and mining is the ability to deliver trades andhtedogy pro-
grams at the mine sites, combining the use of tikege's
newly acquired mining simulators that | mentionaad its skill
development instruction using a proposed mobildesaschool
in authentic industrial environments. What the paog is in-
tent on offering is innovative apprenticeship pesgming,
premised on a successful apprenticeship modelsthested in
Ontario. It incorporates all in-school apprentidgpstraining,
coupled with co-op opportunities over a two-yearigek The
overarching goal is to increase the number of tegid indus-
trial apprentices and red seal journey-level trpdeple in the
Yukon, providing opportunities for mines to uselegé re-
sources — of course, as | mentioned, the simulat®us we
want to provide the mine sites the opportunity s® uhose
simulators to enhance their professional developropportu-
nities and provide a venue for graduate studenesngage in
research related to mining in the north.

Finally, Madam Chair, what we’re looking forward i®
that this will provide the territory with approxinedy 558
trades, mining and apprenticeship program gradystssup to
710 completing shorter non-credit courses and progr—
you know, a very exciting opportunity for us henetlie north.
My understanding is this would be one of, if nat tnly, facil-
ity west of Manitoba that would offer such a contpresive

years. The hard thing to do is to take those ideassthose pro-
grams and grow them as our needs change and imsthih
the department a sense of excitement, a senssarwdiry and
a real grounding in the kids.

Strategies are idle words unless they impact ths. kive
need goals that are specific, measurable, achieyvagdlistic
and time-specific. In the mining industry they takeir ideas
and ground truth them. We need to ground truthideas. We
need to test them out.

I'll be asking some more specific questions lataut |
want to just talk a little bit about a couple ointlps that | think
are critical, the first of course being the chiliréhe second
being the student-teacher relationship. Again ttheas, the
concepts, the new programs are only good insoftiveasaffect
the teacher-student relationship. It allows thagtow and be
productive because each student is unique, eachitggsitua-
tion is unique — what worked for my brother obviyudidn’t
work for me.

The second thing we need to make sure we haveigth
volvement of the community and the parents, thehegs and
the citizens of that community, working with theheol, in-
volved in the school — and not as an afterthougbt, as a
special occasion, but integral to the running & sithool —
from the ground up. Schools need to value comnasisind
communities need to value schools. You can’'t hawe with-
out the other and be effective.

Sometimes we come up with a lot of ideas and wéotdo
everything. We get scattered and we get spreadtadéeiend
up doing a lot of talking and not too much actibnthe words
of someone, they said our programs become a mie amnd an
inch deep. We need deep programs, programs thab goe
heart of the matter and work for our kids.
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A little of everything accomplishes nothing andink the
final thing we have to keep in mind is that we'i@ succeed-
ing with many of our students. We're letting thewwth and
we're letting our communities down. People arengyihard
and people are working hard, but we're runninglace if not
falling behind.

It has been 40 years since Elijah Smith and theoviukrst
Nations brought fortAogether Today for our Children Tomor-
row. It is instructive for educators, for officialsviolved in
education and especially the minister to go bacthie valu-
able document. It states — and this was writteyetls ago —
that most of the changes in the territorial eduweatystem have
not made things better for the Indian student. \Afe say that
today, with one slight change. Most of the charigebe terri-
torial education system have not made things bétteFirst
Nation students.

Still today only 40 percent of First Nation studegradu-
ate from high school. There is still an unaccepgtabte of First
Nation dropouts and truancy in rural Yukon. Ruralk@n
schools have a significant gap in achievement bamschools,
or the schools in Whitehorse. Some of my questtbes will
be around what we are doing for First Nation edooatwWhat
are we doing for rural education? How are we engutiat one
of our children who grows up in a rural school hias same
access to education that an urban student does?

| congratulate the minister for signing the redéi@U and
the tripartite agreement with the First Nationsisltexciting,
and it is an opportunity. Until it is “ground-trigtd” and until it
is followed up on, it’s just that. Let us hope tkisis memoran-
dum of understanding achieves more than the repsiudies,
memorandums of agreement and discussions that hese
carried out over the last 40 years. Let us hopertbe we can
involve First Nation governments, rural communitiesd
school councils in the real business of educatimgecbildren.

So | guess my first question for the minister is:thWhat
instructions has he given to principals and supenients re-
garding meetings with respect to First Nation gowesnts,
especially regarding the school growth plans thhodgvelop-
ment of local curriculum and looking for ways farchl in-
volvement in our rural schools?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Just begging the member’s indul-
gence — | know in my opening comments | didn’'t gethance
to actually read the supplementary budget speégbori’'t take
me very long, | can assure everyone, and then beaimto the
specifics of the comments and the questions thet vaésed by
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun.

I’'m pleased to rise in the House today to speath¢oDe-
partment of Educatio®upplementary Estimates No. 1 budget
for 2012-13. This supplementary budget reflectsnanease of
$703,000 in operation and maintenance spendingydimy a
revote of $155,000 and a capital expenditure irszeaf
$3,866,000, which includes a revote of $1,707,000.

The Department of Education continues to deliveeasi-
ble and quality education to Yukon learners ofgks. Healthy
bodies foster healthy minds and the departmentirogadty
strives to keep those in its care safe. We conttouleuild on
the good work that has been done during this gonent's last

three mandates, including this one. The capitauest] of
$3,866,000 includes $1,275,000 to purchase 15 rehicles.
This summer, during an assessment of its activityeb, the
department determined a total of 15 activity busesuld be
removed from the fleet due to newfound concernsuabweir
structural strength. This concern was identifiedoke it be-
came a real problem and department officials toctioa to
ensure adequate funding was available and proceegiledhe
tendering for the replacement of these vehicles.

Madam Chair, $1,523,000 has been allocated to tHe F
Collins reconstruction project, which includes avate of
$673,000 to complete the design development phask a
$850,000 in new funds to reflect better projecinestes and
the defined construction schedule.

Various school capital projects started last fisgr but
span a school year, and are being funded with ateeuf
$427,000. An additional revote of $641,000 is beieguested
to complete a number of capital maintenance repaijects,
including the Del Van Gorder boiler upgrade ane falarm
replacement.

On the operation and maintenance side, this supmgritary
budget reflects a total of $703,000 included in theblic
Schools branch: $449,000 to cover legal fees, isaland op-
erating costs relating to the CSFY lawsuit; a revat $70,000
for the CHAOS program to support the developmentaof
Yukon First Nation technology course; a total revaif
$60,000 for projects approved under the northeateqy trust
program; $45,000 for the Revitalizing Culture ThgbuStory
and Technology project which provides teachersagortu-
nity to use modern technology to capture the sépxieices and
images of elders. In turn, this allows learnerseiperience
language learning in an authentic and meaningful while
preserving Yukon First Nations language and culture

Madam Chair, $15,000 is for the land-based expgaien
education project. It's a revote that was requetiaeflect the
cash flow required to complete the multi-year tfansagree-
ment with Vuntut Gwitchin. The Vuntut Gwitchin Firlation
recently released, as | mentioned earlier, cumiituland re-
source materials that were developed for the OtvGexperi-
ential project. These materials are how being glediin tem-
plate form so other Yukon schools and schools ac@mnada
can adapt them for their own First Nations langsaged cul-
ture. At the launch at the Beringia Centre | spakeut earlier,
there were representatives in attendance at tleatt énom the
Province of Alberta as well.

Under this supplementary budget, the Departmeiiidof
cation is asking for an overall decrease of $350der O&M
for Advanced Education. $40,000 is being requesieslipport
the labour market framework for Yukon. These fuads 100
percent recoverable from the Canadian Northern &wan
Development Agency, or CanNor, and a $25,000 retmoseip-
port community training fund agreements signed iatehe
fiscal year is being requested. Also included undiédvanced
Education is a one-time transfer from the commutigyning
fund to Public Schools branch in support of the dtukiteracy
Coalition in the amount of $100,000.
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With the government’s investment in education, wekl
forward to Yukoners continuing to possess a defsireand
appreciation of lifelong learning, a strong comnetrhto their
communities and the knowledge and skills neededivi®
meaningful, productive and rewarding lives.

mission used to be made up of leaders. So it wieelthade up
of chiefs and perhaps territorial politicians.

One of the exciting things that | was able to talkeader-
ship about is that it has moved down to a workirgug level,
S0 we can actually put some things into an actian for First

Madam Chair, | should have mentioned in my openingNation education and come forward to the decisiatkens

comments, when | gave the percentages of O&M expeed
by program outlined for education support servigesblic
schools, advanced education and Yukon College,thigatotal
2011-12 actuals for the Department of EducationhenO&M
side were $137,096,387. So that's something thailéd to
mention in my opening remarks that | just wantedlwify.

Now, just with respect to the member’s question krdw
he referred to th@ogether Today for Our Children Tomorrow
initiative that dates back to 1973, but a numbeotber initia-
tives have taken place since: thducation Act Review, 2003-
04; theEducation Reform Final Report was released in 2008;
One Vision, Multiple Pathways: Secondary School Program-
ming Process Final Report, 2009; Helping Students Succeed,
First Nations Education Advisory Committee in tRA08 year;
the Labour Market Framework Symposium and of cotinge
report of the Auditor General in 2009. My predecesnd the
Department of Education undertook to combine akthinitia-
tives, and they came up with tH2epartment of Education
Strategic Plan 2011-2016: Our Commitment to New Horizons.

A substantial humber of reports have been generdted
know the member opposite referenced those andrigis—
the time for action is now. We don't need to retyreports; we
need to put those reports and all of the good hemd of de-
partment staff and our stakeholder groups, our@atauncils,
teachers, parents, students, the entire school coitynthat
the member opposite spoke about. | agree with hirthe-en-
tire community needs to be partners in the edueatibour
children. I think I've said it before, either inishtHouse or per-
haps at a Yukon Teachers Association event, théting my
parents assisted me and were partners in helpinghroagh
public school and into my post-secondary time.

| am sure most individuals in this House and masli-i
viduals in the community who are successful camtptm that
as well: a teacher who helped them; a parent; ssclate; any
number of occasions where students were assistethdse
who are role models throughout their public scHidel | could
name probably 90 percent of my teachers in theip@ichool
system here in the Yukon, going back to my daysidergar-
ten. What influence they had. | got to see somtheif at the
retired teachers’ breakfast that | attended lastkwe- not all,
but some of them attended that event and it's dreasitch up
with them. Some remember me; some not so muchthlatis
okay; | remember all of them and everything theyenable to
help me out with and do to formulate my life. | knt¢hat our
professional educators do a fantastic job, and steuld be
commended for the work they do and the time theyipto
helping shape young lives and build solid citizens.

When it comes to the First Nation education aspétts
just going to touch on a couple of things. Onehis FEirst Na-
tions Education Commission. My understanding ig th@n-

with the recommendations and move along with that.

The Department of Education’s current annual fugdior
CYFN education initiatives is $170,000. For 2012-C¥FN
has approval to use for its education initiativel®,$00 that
wasn’'t spent by the Yukon Native Language Centre.
through the Department of Education, our First dlai Pro-
grams and Partnerships unit administers this teanshyment
agreement with Council of Yukon First Nations, awd’re
actively engaged on a multi-year funding for theem@gpion of
the First Nations Education Commission. | know tlepto a
number of chiefs on my way out of the leadershigeting last
week — and it was my experience when | was working
NGOs that three-year funding commitments or mudiy
funding commitments are something that allows o@gions
to not be slaves to filling out funding applicatorirhey can
make some real progress in that amount of timel'amd¢hope-
ful that we can have it dealt with in a timely manmand get
moving on developing that action plan coming out tloé
MOU.

I'm going to speak briefly just about some of thatper-
ship projects that we have going on with the Tr&hkd
Hwéch'in First Nation in Dawson City. A partnershigith
THFN is a priority for the Department of Educatidie model
that's being developed could well be a templat¢’shased by
other rural First Nation communities. The Tr'ondéwéch’in
education director and staff are working with thgerinten-
dent, the director of our FNPP, and the schoolgyad on sev-
eral projects including dual trades exploration.tiWihat,
there’s a partnership with Trondék Hwéch’in, YukGollege,
and Robert Service School to explore the feasjbdita dual
trades welding course either through shop upgradése pur-
chase of trades trailers that | mentioned earliging my re-
marks on the centre for northern innovation in manilf we’re
unable to proceed, the school is willing to offecapentry
dual trades program in January 2014.

There are a few issues around the facility andadbation
of the facility that are proving to be a bit of artlle right now
with the welding program, but we’re hopeful that @a move
on quickly.

One of the other things we’re working with the Trd#k
Hwéch’in on is camp accreditation — so school st&ifst
Nation programs and partnerships, and curriculuemdin are
working with Trondék Hwéch'in staff to create awee and
assessment framework for Trondék Hwéch'in camprees|,
such as “First Hunt”, “First Fish”, and “Plant Us&taff work
through each course as it comes up and, by the-205k&hool
year, students will be able to gain credit for thigrk. Other
discussions about embedding Tr'ondék Hwéch’in celtin
school are also ongoing.

When it comes to alternative programming, Robervige
School is working on identifying issues facing snts from
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Tr'ondék Hwéch'in and non-Tr'ondék Hwéch'in famiidav-
ing attendance and success problems. These findiiigbe
discussed with the staff, council and Trondék Hw#c
Short- and long-term solutions will be identifieddaimple-
mented as appropriate — similar to the Individualaining
Centre model. Since this note was drafted, | belisgme re-
sources have been identified within the schoolsgign to the
Individual Learning Centre program that Tr'ondék &blr'in is
interested in pursuing. | did get the opportunityrélay that
information to the Chief of the Tr'ondék Hwéch'ih the lead-
ership meeting.

Finally TH has developed some resources on theessi
tial school experience. The FNPP unit will disclesv this
might be part of a course that we’re looking toelep when it
comes to residential schools. | know there was estipn ear-
lier in this session from, | believe, the Member fdayo-
Tatchun with respect to the residential schooliculum de-
velopment, and we’re certainly committed to deveigpthat.
As | mentioned at the time, Nunavut and Northwestrifories
were out of the gate rather quickly on developingt.t Rather
than jump on board, we wanted to monitor their peeg and
success and come up with something that's spetifithe
Yukon. Since that question was asked in the Holseder-
stand officials attended some meetings of the Wessmad
Northern Canadian Protocol, which the Yukon is Ghgi —
it's the curriculum development protocol — and hsaime
great things to report from the N.W.T. and Nunaaxperience.

So making sure we have a great program that’s fpéai
the Yukon and specific to the experience that Yeksrhad in
residential school and that we can teach to allovugtudents
is something that’s important. | think the progrémat’s being
offered in the N.W.T. and Nunavut is grade 9 ordgrdO0. It's
at that high school level. So looking forward tatieg about
their success with their program and implementing bere in
the Yukon as soon as the 2013-14 school year.

As Minister of Education I'm very fortunate to hatwo
critics from across the floor, the Member for Kldwedand the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun, with substantial expergircrural
education. | know the Member for Klondike has spénte-
lieve, 15 years teaching in rural Yukon and the Memfor
Mayo-Tatchun 15 years plus a couple maybe; I'm swe. |
know he has done a significant amount of educaiingural
Yukon. So as | mentioned in the House this sprnbink it's
important that | find a meaningful way to engagesth two
particular members, based on their expertise a eatucators,
when we develop the rural action plan that's gdmdpe com-
ing forward, and | look forward to other action mdawhen it
comes to closing the gap and addressing the néedisYukon
learners, but specifically closing the gap thatstsxibetween
students who attend Whitehorse schools and stuaembsat-
tend community schools and of course First Natiod aon-
First Nation students.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that, Mr. Minister. | just
have two comments: one is that | would hope thatitfitia-
tives that are being done with TH might be spreathé other
schools. Sometimes we have pilot projects that m@® pilot

projects for a long time and then the rest of gratbry doesn’t
benefit from them. I'm hoping that is not the césis way.

I was just thinking of all the activities that ytvad men-
tioned and | realize everybody is pedaling verydhdrhope
they're not on a stationary bike.

I do have a question about school councils. Thiswia
had a number of absences in school councils — peaplo
didn’t run and a number of vacancies.

| realize that the department is moving to fill thaow
and working with local school councils. Has an aa#ibn or
any questioning been done as to why the numbeacdncies?
Is there a need to revamp the way school counm@suwn? Is
there a need to involve them more or less? Whabiteshave
we learned from this fall non-election so that ven'tl repeat
them in the future?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In response to the member opposite’s
first question — of course, when it comes to thégatives
and programs | identified for Trondék Hwéch'in etldepart-
ment is undertaking that, in partnership with tRast Nation.
The idea is to have those programs adapted anedsheth
other First Nations, similar to what’s been undetaby the
experiential program that the Vuntut Gwitchin deysld.

When it comes to school councils, the member it rig-
there were a number of councils that had very feemivers
assigned to them. One council, in fact, had no nesmiput
their name forward for election — the Grey MountRimmary
School — and we had to hold another by-electioMayo for
the Del Van Gorder School Council.

I'm pleased to say that the councils are at or figarin
fact, we had dozens of individuals come to putrtimEimes
forward the day after the elections were held. $Slaink what
we have to do is really take a look at the elecparcess and
the timing of the election. We have to work witke thurrent
school councils. We have a couple of workshops ngmp on
December 1 and December 8, when we can hopefutlyead
some of the concerns that school council membeve o
what they have heard from their individual commiasitas to
why at the initial election phase the turnout i$ so great, but
then, as | mentioned, the next day dozens of pexgige for-
ward and put their names forward. | think there evenly
maybe three or four councils that actually hadteles, where
there was a contested election. So | think thatiatwve really
need to do as far as an evaluation goes — lookeatlection
process and the timing of the election and seelesoput and
advice from the school councils.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that. The First Nation
language seems to be in a bit of a crisis. We ledders and
people who know the language who are passing awayow
there is one very successful pilot project that f@pagne and
Aishihik First Nations has been running for thredaur years
now.

Are we looking at similar ones starting up? Thisum®ther
pilot project that has proven successful. It hag &a&hance to
go through some growing phases. Will other Firstidwes have
similar opportunities? Is there any evaluation lué First Na-
tion language program done in conjunction with ltheal First
Nations or CYFN to find out how we can make ourgpam-
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ming more effective so that First Nation people barassured
that their language is being taught in our schaold that it is
being effectively taught?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
Aishihik First Nations Southern Tutchone bicultupgbgram:
that was a bilingual and bicultural program inteshtleincrease
the level of Southern Tutchone content and perspctn the
St. Elias Community School in Haines Junction fo¥ kinder-
garten to grade 2 levels. As a pilot project, gtiing to be re-
viewed and evaluated. | think we need to take & laohow
we’re delivering that First Nation language prognaimg.

Just going back to my time at the leadership mgethere
was a very well-respected elder — | believe shet#tiaen of
the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation — who spoke to abheut
some of the issues and concerns that we're talkbaut here
today with respect to how we're teaching childrée First
Nation languages. What is happening with the puadien of
those languages is getting to be problematic.nktloine of the
things that we talked briefly about at CYFN — aird hoping,
whether it's addressed at the First Nations Edanaiommis-
sion level as part of the action plan or how itsleessed — we
need to find a way to get First Nation languagds an early
learning setting — the prekindergarten setting.hBps the
member will have some questions for me later orinduthis
debate about the early learning, the partnershiptha work
that I'm doing in conjunction with the Minister éfealth and
Social Services.

I’'m excited about those aspects and | think mayieeets
an opportunity there to introduce some First Naf@amguage
training at that early learning side of things. Migce is three
years old and my nephew is one. My niece is fuilpgual in
French and English at three years old. Her mothanieduca-
tor and has had the opportunity to spend an awfuwfl time at
home with her and help her make that seamlessiticanse-
tween French and English. | think there are soraéagportu-
nities to help some of those younger children atdéarly learn-
ing level adapt to some other language and speme soore
time with elders and people who are fluent in Fitstion lan-
guages.

Mr. Tredger: Again, it's a pilot project. Let's hope it
moves beyond being a pilot project.

The minister mentioned residential school curriculand |
have a couple of questions around that. Will theirr@d of
Yukon First Nations be involved in the developmehtthat
curriculum? There has been talk of curriculum amdlalaims
in Yukon history.

Have any of those been brought to fruition? Areytber-
rently being taught? Has there been any trainintgathers in
the programs? That kind of local content equalsllawvolve-
ment. We talk about absentee students and abssobeml
council people. It's local content and local invedvent that
lead to people being there, so just a curriculuniaod claims,
Yukon history, residential schools and the trainoigeachers
around that.

Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to the residential
schools curriculum, as | mentioned previously tlepaitment
for several years has been developing resourcessidential

schools and some of these resources are alreadssenin
Yukon schools. | don’t have the specifics with rbat I'd be
happy to get back to the member opposite with soimthe

With respect to the Champagne andspecifics of those resources that are being usédcoOrse,

Tr'ondék Hwéch'in is one of the First Nations tletdevelop-
ing some of the local curriculum around that. Ohée things
that we're committed to is a 20-percent local auwiim. |
know we’'re not there in all cases, but that’s déelyathe goal.

The department will also soon be hiring an addaldrirst
Nations curriculum consultant who will be working) dhe
residential schools curriculum and other First blatcurricu-
lum initiatives. We recognize that it is absolutelcessary to
tailor the curriculum to reflect Yukon learning oaimes and to
include locally developed materials. As | mentiotedore, we
will learn from the rollout of the curriculum in Mibwest Ter-
ritories and Nunavut and use their template to lbgv&ukon-
specific curriculum and other resource materials.

When it comes to involving the Council of Yukon stir
Nations and other First Nations, | think the beatywo accom-
plish that is through the First Nations Educatioonm®nission
and have that move into our First Nations acticanphhich
again is part of that Canada-Yukon First Nations Wibat we
signed a couple of weeks ago. Absolutely | thinat thaving
locals involved in the content — we referenced gheat work
of Trondék Hwéch'in and the work of the Vuntut Gehin
First Nation and moving toward that 20-percent lanaricu-
lum goal.

Mr. Tredger: | guess the minister didn’t mention it,
but the important part is to train and work withdbers so that
it becomes part of the curriculum and that it isiregral part
and not just an option. | see them saying yestheése — okay,
great.

YNTEP was evaluated a year ago, and this is thenskc
year there has been no intake. Originally it wasagreement
between Council of Yukon First Nations, Yukon goweent
and Yukon College and was developed to increast Nation
content in our schools and the number of Firstdteteachers,
with a particular hope that many of them would epdn rural
communities. | understand it's undergoing a revisw,if the
minister could give us an update on that and ifvbeld hit on
a couple of highlights: have they looked at thenigirof First
Nation personnel — where that is going? What aey ttoing
to ensure First Nation access and support onceateyn the
program? The previous program had very successiubrts
who supported one another. The camaraderie thatlafsd
and the support that came out of that followed thietm their
teaching careers and made some very, very suctésathers.
It worked well that way.

What is the minister doing to ensure that a nunatb&first
Nation students remain involved in that? Originaddlyas 100
percent First Nations, then it became 50 percenst Nations.
I'm wondering where we're going from there. | rewihim
that the program was a TEP program — that’s a traetiuca-
tion program. It was modelled on programs acrossa@a and
it involved more than one or two courses in Firsttibih cur-
riculum, First Nation history or First Nation culey but it was
integral to the program and it became a part dof thavasn’t
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something that was taught beside it; it was incafea right
into all of the teachings.

Have there been discussions with First Nation lesitg?
What now? Where are we going from here? What isgbdone
and are there any plans for next year? Can praspestudents
sign up to begin in September or should we go tothar
course?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Just to follow up on part of the pre-
vious question | missed: Yes, of course, they Wwél locally
trained teachers and those opportunities will exsten it
comes to the curriculum development for residersichlools.

A number of years ago, the Department of Educatioh
believe it was under the last minister — developediring
protocol. One of the goals was to give priorityhiong of First
Nation teachers. At the time, it was recognized #ithough
there are now 40-some teachers of First Nationsancen our
schools, that’s still less than 10 percent of #eching popula-
tion. Comparatively, we have between 20 and 30 querof
First Nation people in the territory. In the hiripgotocol, has
that been evaluated?

Has it been successful in increasing the numbeFist
Nations in our teaching situations and are thegethoughts to

Moving on to this last question the member oppositehanging it to make it more effective?

raised, just to correct the member: This is acpuhlé first year
the intake has been suspended. | know it was ammeduin the
spring so it seems like two years, but this is altguthe first
year that intake has been suspended and we ddicipate it
being suspended beyond this year. The DepartmeBtiota-
tion has committed to fully fund YNTEP through 2612
while the review process takes place. What is haipgeright
now is that is supporting 26 second-, third- andrtfo-year
students currently enrolled. As | mentioned, yeantake has
been suspended pending the new implementation.

Based on the recommendations from an externalwesfe
the Yukon native teacher education program, th&egelcre-
ated a review action committee, or RAC, to deteenthre pur-
pose, goal and vision for a teacher education pragnere in
the Yukon.

After the RAC makes its recommendations, the imglem
tation committee will begin the task of mapping tugriculum
of the revised program. The program has been vargessful
in getting First Nation teachers into Yukon classns. In
2012, 42 members of Yukon’s teaching staff werstHiation,
as compared with one in 1989 when this program wae-
duced. So it has been a tremendous success inrgrawe
number of First Nation teachers in the territoryelhad the
pleasure of meeting a number of First Nation YNTgE&ds in
my travels throughout the Yukon over the past wsaMinister
of Education.

The cost of that external review the college conhelliovas
approximately $70,000. The review found many suseeas-
sociated with YNTEP, as well as a few areas of eamcso the
college chose to suspend the first year intakenefgrogram
while the review was underway. Of course, they'rerking
very closely with First Nations and the CouncilYafkon First
Nations in conducting this review, as well as stHfthe De-
partment of Education. As soon as that work is ¢dditebe
happy to report back to the House on the progeess| antici-
pate that as soon as registrations begin for ti8-2@ school
year, we'll be able to do the intake for the yeamhort at that
point.

But, again, this is a college-led initiative, antbbk for-
ward to hearing back from them on their progresd toeir
plan shortly.

Mr. Tredger: | would hope that will form part of the
memorandum or be considered in the minister's mgstvith
CYFN and leadership around the original purposef §TEP
and whether the college will meet those mandates.

Hon. Mr. Kent: | guess just to reflect on the member
opposite’s initial remarks when we started debates fhis af-
ternoon — we always have to put the children fastl we
want to make sure that our children are taught bglified
educators. I'm pleased with the progress that leas Imade as
far as ensuring that as of 2012, we do have 42 Nasions
teachers in the classroom. | know the member ofpasiid
that that is less than 10 percent of our teachimgpdement and
that’s correct, but | think where the focus is avitere the col-
lege has done some great things is by reviewing ER&nd
making sure that we're producing teachers, botlst Mfation
and the non-First Nation complement from that paogrwho
have an opportunity to succeed in our schools @ubine the
educators | remember as a public school studerwiggoup
here and the tremendous success that they have.

So again, while we work hard to ensure that thimitrg
opportunities are there and that the First Nateachers have
the training and the expertise and are qualifiebetdeachers in
our schools, as the member opposite mentioned, Iwaysa
have to think of our children first and make sumattthey're
getting the quality education that they deservestagents in
our public school system.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that, Mr. Minister. It's
critical that we do think of our students first ahet's why it's
important that YNTEP continue to produce qualitadieers,
whether they're First Nation or not, but also taclimle First
Nation teachers.

The minister mentioned earlier the importance afyea
childhood education and the educational developniatex,
which indicated that over 30 percent of studenterarg kin-
dergarten were at risk. As an educator and as timéster
knows, when somebody who is behind comes into tesys
that gap widens and it becomes increasingly mdifeecdt to
narrow the gap.

So my question for him today is about what is happg
to support our kindergarten teachers. It's impdrenthat age
we are able to provide the support to the teacberthey are
able to subsequently support the students. We cloalk at
smaller class sizes for kindergarten. We could lableduca-
tional assistants for every kindergarten class.cdldd look at
support in other ways. | know a number of ruralczdh were
hoping to get all-day kindergarten for four- andefiyear-olds
to help give them a boost, rather than having tadf year.
Head Start has been tried in some schools and aczas. Has
that been effective? Has it been evaluated? Itfsoiant that a
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number of projects around this area — and espgci&h im-
portant that we talk to our kindergarten teachessp are the
front-line workers and who are working daily wittetstudents
and struggling with pretty difficulty situations rsetimes to be
able to teach effectively.

If a child is school-ready, then they end up bejolg-
ready, and if they're job-ready, then they becomedpctive
citizens. So there is the early childhood componleut today
I'm particularly asking about what happens in kirgdgegten and
what support we’re giving our kindergarten teachansl the
schools with young students.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
address here: obviously, the early interventiortiatives;
maybe I'll touch a little bit on the class compasit and the
Learning Together program that the member oppdsited
about during his question. When it comes to eanigrivention
initiatives, Yukon educators are working to identdhildren
for early intervention using a number of strategighich in-
clude establishing school-based screening and adtection
for kindergarten and grade 1; information shariofycourse,
with the Child Development Centre, which is opedaby the
Department of Health and Social Services; ongaiaiging for
teachers — and this, | think speaks to one of tkenbrer's
qguestions — in the areas of formative assessmehdiiieren-
tiated literacy instruction.

All Whitehorse schools and four rural schools havé
day kindergarten, and the remaining nine rural stshdave
two full years of half-day kindergarten for fourayeolds and
five year olds. The Department of Education staffets regu-
larly with Health and Social Services early yeaesspnnel to
identify and work on areas of common concern. Ict,féghe
Department of Education has seconded an officigh&De-
partment of Health and Social Services to takeok &t some
planning and ways we can gain success in thosg learning
initiatives. We expect to hear back from them, luldosay,
within a matter of months leading up to possiblyear, but
looking forward to the results of that work thatéking place
right now. We want to make sure that we have angtman in
place that addresses the learning needs of thasggychildren
who haven't entered the school system yet.

When it comes to class composition — and | thimkeln-
tioned this in the figures | outlined at the stant the 2011-12
school year. There were 701 students on IEPs. T$tasents’
needs are met by a variety of resources and sieateghich
include, but aren’t limited to, the education assits and re-
medial tutors.

We have increased the number of paraprofessiomdlg4,
an increase of 15 from last year. Each school veseat least
one full-time remedial tutor. In shared resourcegpams, there
are 16 full-time equivalent EAs. For one-on-onecadion as-
sistants, there are 70 full-time equivalents assigfor shared
education assistants, there are 50 full-time edgita. On top
of that, there are speech and language patholpg@igsellors,
educational psychologists, learning assistant exa¢hReading
Recovery teachers, occupational and physical tiesapnd
those who are involved with assistive technology.

When it comes to the class composition, we're wagki
very diligently to address those concerns. | knbar¢ are con-
cerns that are raised by the teachers and thermaoerns that
are raised by parents. After that first month afleation of the
situation here in the Yukon, there has been thatase of 15
paraprofessionals over last year’'s numbers.

The final thing | wanted to touch upon was the béay
Together program that is offered at Selkirk Sti@ethool here
in Whitehorse. I've spoken about this program i@ plast in the
House, but just to refresh members’ memories olt'stwhere
prekindergarten children aged three to five caress@ high-

There are three issues | would like to quality learning environment that will help themnkeét from

social interactions while adults who accompany tteznn new
ways to support their learning.

One of the things that I've been in discussion wiéipart-
ment officials about is expanding that program Ipely&elkirk
Street Elementary School for next year. The tamgetient
population and parent population that we want apeenof the
at-risk students. As | mentioned, many parenthaterritory
who attend the Selkirk program are already engagettheir
child’s education and are just looking for waysitgorove. |
think where we can make some real progress onghis ex-
pand this program outside of Whitehorse and takeo& at
how it would work in communities such as Ross Rirelly
Crossing or Watson Lake. We're not sure wherediRpansion
is going to occur yet for the 2013-14 school yéat,it's some-
thing I'm certainly committed to. It's somethingathis in my
mandate letter that the Premier gave me basedeonatmmit-
ments we made during last year’s election.

I'm looking forward to hearing back from the depaent
on where we can implement that program where itmike a
real difference in students’ lives and assist thaients in help-
ing them through their public school journey. Orehe first
things that the new deputy minister and | talkedwulonce she
came on is that, with just slightly over 5,000 smt$ in our
public school system, we have to encourage allestisdwho
enter our public school system to think of grade ak2the
minimum. It's something that has really stuck witle over the
past couple of months, and | think that there gmpodunities
through these early learning initiatives and itities like the
Learning Together program where we can set studenthat
path to success.

As political promises go, many political promises/é an
expiry date of four or five years, but this is gpito be one of
those promises where we as legislators and, ofsepuliras the
minister, and department officials have to lookhat long term
and really set those preschool students up rightfoo success
and ensure that when they're going through schodlahen
they're approached by companies like Victoria Galyrth-
westel or any number of companies that operate imetae
Yukon, that they see the opportunities that wilkewhen they
start with the goal that grade 12 is a startinghpaind not the
end point.

I'm excited about setting the foundation for theirccess
and continuing to work with the students who argrently in
the public school system to get them to a pointretieey feel
that grade 12 is the starting point for them ad.wel
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Mr. Tredger:
done around that and | just go back to one of mijjegacom-
ments. The key is quality time between the teaaherthe stu-
dent. Anything that we can do to make that bettet make
that work will pay off. I'm glad to hear that thenell be some
testing done so that the students aren’t fallingpugh the
cracks because that relates directly to my nexstipre — lit-
eracy training.

We hear from industry, we hear from a lot of pedpiat
students are struggling with literacy. They are abte to do
science courses; they're not able to get into thears that
they want because they're being held back by litfer&ome of
us are able to overcome that; others struggle tirout their
whole life with that. What is being done to tragathers in
identifying and working with students who havern#ey strug-
gles, especially in the later grades? How are trachbeing
supported as they try to modify courses in therlgtades so
that they can reach the students who are strugglitig liter-
acy?

As part of that, if | could get an update on Wild®eading
and Reading Recovery — | know there was no traihizgpen-
ing this year. Will it be happening next year? Whare we
going with that?

So that’s a series of three or four questions atderacy,
and | know the minister has talked before aboatdity and all
of us in this room recognize the importance o$dt,just a little
update on that, if you could, please.

Hon. Mr. Kent:

| know there are a lot of things being

So that new strategy will reflect the many chanigethe
field of literacy since the creation of the 2001Kgn literacy
strategy for adults. So, again, that last stratgogs back over
10 years, and that strategy is the driving forceirmk the gov-
ernment’s efforts to prepare people in the Yukon dorrent
and future training and employment opportunitiese Hevel-
opment of a new strategy will be led by Advancedidzdion,
Public Schools and, of course, Health and Sociali&ss, as it
is that department’s responsibility for the preldrghrten liter-
acy initiatives. With respect to that, | should $lagt the Yukon
Imagination Library, which provides a free book peonth to
children from birth to five years old — there haseh a com-
mitment by the Minister of Health and Social Seegido sup-
port that program.

I know it has tremendous uptake here in the Yukorse—
much uptake, | believe, that at last year's Geosae-orum,
they raised — | don’t know how many thousands dfads for
that initiative. It's something that's done by ootthe local
Rotary Clubs and is headed up by a steering comenithd has
been tremendously successful. | believe that dt riéght's
Geoscience banquet, that was the charity of chagaen for
raising dollars and, again, a commitment by the &soment of
Yukon’s Department of Health and Social Servicesltbe-
lieve, match fundraising, up to $50,000, for thedggam. It's
something that has been very successful.

With respect to Wilson Reading and Reading Recqvery
teachers use differentiated learning strategidsetp students,

When it comes to that student- and | believe they are receiving training, but ll\get back to

teacher engagement aspect — | know the member ibpposthe member opposite if I'm not correct about thidgelieve the

talked about that and one of the things that Ikhire need to
look at is to address the way that teachers alegélom the
classroom to go to meetings that are organizechbydepart-
ment. Many of those meetings take place in Whiteéo8o for
Whitehorse-based teachers, maybe it's an afternperhaps
it’s a full day away from that student engageme@uit. for rural
teachers often it's two days of travel plus the dayneetings
and that type of thing. So | think we need to takegantage of
technology and different ways to hold meetings —eklat
some new ways — so that we can maintain that cdiomec
time between students and teachers, particularithénrural
schools, as | mentioned.

When it comes to literacy, it's something we arleaslare
of — the challenges and the problems that exis¢ Glovern-
ment of Yukon is committed to supporting literacy a prior-
ity, because literacy is a fundamental buildingckléor learn-
ing, as the member opposite knows from his timarasduca-
tor.

The department is looking at a new literacy stratemd
it's going to set the strategic direction for eashjldhood, kin-
dergarten to grade 12, or the public school, a$ agehdults. In
December of this year coming up, the departmehbsing the
New Horizons Education Summit, which will have &de on
literacy with the following objectives: to increasevareness
among stakeholders of literacy as a priority o$ thovernment;
creation of a common understanding of literacy iéslohg
learning; and stakeholder agreement to work togetihede-
velop a new literacy strategy.

training for Wilson Reading and Reading Recovergrigoing
this year, but if I'm wrong — | don’t have notesfiont of me
that say one way or the other. But it's my recdltet from the
spring sitting of the Legislature that that tramiis ongoing. |
may stand corrected, and I'll get back to the menupposite
if I do need to correct myself on that.

Mr. Tredger: Fetal alcohol syndrome is a problem for
a lot of our children in the schools, and it creaaenumber of
stresses on the system — on their classmates eamstives, of
course, for learning, and on the teachers and thdse are
working with them. How many teachers have beemédito
work specifically with fetal alcohol syndrome chiéth? What
resources are available to them? | know therehisea position
to work with fetal alcohol students or with teacherho are in
that area. I’'m wondering whether they have beea gbt out to
the communities to deliver the teaching there anddrk with
the teachers — to the other schools? What speityfisabeing
done to address the needs of these students?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe the Child Development
Centre does have some officials who travel regyléol the
communities to assist those children who are pdkigarten
when it comes to the effects of any number of liegrissues,
or for young children we anticipate being on IEPsew they
enter the public school system.

As | mentioned, there are approximately 174 edaonadis-
sistants and remedial tutors. This is as of Oct@ier2012,
which represents an increase of 15 from last yEhere are
those supports. | did mention a number of the oginegrams:
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the speech and language pathologist, counsellahsgation
psychologists, LATs, reading recovery teachers, accupa-
tional and physical therapists. For the 2011-12etkear, we
had 701 students on IEPs. That number has incraas@d3
students with individualized education plans a®ofober 31,
2012.

This represents any number of learning issues, Bome
students who don’t require an awful lot of intertren to some
who require a full-time EA plus other supports. Sdien it
comes to how many of those students have fetahalceyn-
drome or how many have autism, | don’'t have thasmbers
with me here, but if they are available, | would teppy to
provide them to the member opposite. FASD has abeuarof
different behaviours or issues; for each persoactdfl, inter-
vention must be tailored to the individual studend that’s
done through the individualized education plan.

| know we have a number of supports that are availa
here in the Yukon as we strive to ensure that wegige quality
education to all students who come through ouripuhool
system and are moving on to post-secondary schbd. was
something the Minister of Health and Social Sewiteen-
tioned when he was up earlier in the session foatie but we
did meet with an individual who talked about thesely learn-
ing initiatives. | think there are some great oppoities to
work on that and I'm looking forward to the worlathis being
conducted by Health and Social Services and Educathen
it comes to that.

Again, if the member opposite is looking for spicifum-
bers for specific things, | don’t have them with.rkeom what
| understand, perhaps that data is not trackedvthgtthrough
the department. If it is, we’'ll provide it. One tife important
things is not to label kids, and that’s not somaghihat we're
prepared to do. We want to make sure that we peotid best
quality education for all students, no matter whéey are and
what their individual needs are.

Mr. Tredger: While it's important not to label stu-
dents — and | agree with the minister — there read for a
specific way to teach people who are suffering fifeial alco-
hol syndrome effects. They do need extra care. Toeyeed a
specific way of teaching. That's where it becomescal that
the people who are working with them have the tngirand
are able to design their classrooms and their tessssound
accommodating them. It has been shown that witpgraork
and proper support, these students can achieve guiit and
it's important that we work to reaching their fpthtential.

| would like to move on to another area that hasnbe fo-
cus of this government for the last number of yearso focus
on developing skills and skills training and reawypeople for
the workforce. | know that there have been mangghidone
and the minister has mentioned quite a few of tHgust had a
couple of questions around that. Can the ministez gs the
figures for the number of students enrolled inlsidriented
courses last year as compared to this year? | kmewe been
putting a lot of effort into that and it would bmportant to
know whether we are successful in talking studertts going
into various shop classes or skills classes. I'm swe that
we’'ve had time to track it, but how many of thene abming

out of the other end in apprenticing or going irghills
courses?

The other aspect is — and the minister mentioned- it
dual credits being offered to high school studeRts. a while
there were dual credits, but it was used primdiolly people
going and taking their first year university orlegle courses.

How many students are taking dual credits at higiosl
and in the trades at the same time? Is that incgadas it
been effective? What are the barriers to the stsdesing in-
volved in that and where are we going with that?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Thank you. With respect to the spe-
cific numbers that the member opposite is requgstirdon’t
have those with me here today. If we do have thodpnity
to get them, | will certainly get them to membengpaosite
when it comes to that. When it comes to the statule Daw-
son dual trades action plan, | just want to expafittle further
on what | mentioned earlier when | was talking abthe
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in partnership. The department ishie proc-
ess now of setting timelines for establishing tiebNity of a
successful dual credit welding program in Dawsamg ¢his
includes meeting the following needs: identifyirgrimers and
program funding; researching an appropriate venueas—
mentioned before — for the program; and ensurireg thual
credits are supported at the public high school aoilge lev-
els. So, once that program has been determineteyidie de-
partment will be able to proceed to the next stagdanning.

The pilot programs — these programs on dual credit
programs like this — are an added advantage fatestts in
that Public School covers the cost of their tuitiéih a savings
of $324 per student, it's a significant benefitvtiakon families
so that they can get that credit for either ofttaeles or college
transfer courses. One of the things that | did kd@ut on the
centre for northern innovation in mining is thetfdwat we’ll be
looking at delivering high school dual credit migiaccupation
programs in Yukon communities and in Whitehorsengis
Yukon College’s dual credit delivery model and tirgg an
avenue for Yukon high school students across tiréaey to
complete high school while acquiring the credestfal a trade
relevant to the mining industry. | also attendeel 8kills Can-
ada Yukon AGM and something that employers areecguitx-
ious to look at again are some of the co-op oppdits that
exist for young students — perhaps even high scétodents.

I don't have in front of me here what type of numghe
we’re looking at for the centre for northern inntga in min-
ing at the dual credit side of things. I'm sureriembers give
me — here we go; | have them. We're looking atwBé stu-
dents who can take advantage of the pre-apprehicehial
credit aspect. Again, the centre for northern iratimn in min-
ing is designed to be phased in over a humber afsyeActu-
ally, 2012-13 is considered year zero of the ofifgriand then
in the subsequent five years we’ll be able to assisumber of
individuals in getting that trades training.

The department assists Skills Canada Yukon. Yukon
Women in Trades and Technology is another orgapizate
support. At the Geoscience Forum today, prior togtesident
of Yukon College presenting on the centre for nemthinnova-
tion in mining, a presentation was done by the ngrindustry
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human resources organization. They took a lookuatlabour
market needs and looked at identifying the popattatiroups
that we need to fill future labour market aspeatsehin the
territory as well.

I guess one of the other things, just quickly befoturn it
back over to the member opposite for another quests to
mention to members in the House that the departimenhired
a skills curriculum consultant, a former teachewnfr F.H.

The Yukon government offers two programs to YukonCollins who is a member of Skills Canada Yukon andlso on

residents to become a certified journeyperson inésignated
trades. The first one is the Yukon apprenticeshggmm that
certifies apprentices who have received on-theggperience
and in-school technical training. The second is Yheon
trades qualification program, which offers accessertifica-
tion for individuals who hold trade certificatiorofn other Ca-
nadian jurisdictions or other countries and indists who
have gained the required trade experience withotdrmal
apprenticeship program.

During the 2011-12 school year, Yukon registeretl &3-
prentices. Of these, 113 self-declared as beingbafriginal
ancestry, or 20 percent of that number, and 52 female, or
11 percent. Again, if the member opposite is logkior some
comparison numbers, I'll ask officials to take aKoand get
back.

Following up on a motion that was passed unaninyoins|
this House, introduced by the Member for Klondikeglieve,
in the spring sitting of this Legislative Assemblythink we're
starting to see some real momentum behind assittosg who
want to pursue a career path in skilled tradesovkthat this
centre for northern innovation in mining and thelustrial
trades that are associated with it, as well aother work that
we're doing — especially at the public schools lebeough
that and through other programs such as Skills @ara will
help us continue down the pathway that was thaéraigntent
of the motion that we passed in the last sitting.

I'm excited about the opportunities that are gdingxist.
We have some tremendously talented young Yukonkosaxe
apprentices or taking trades and technology atile school
level. | think the Member for Klondike referencegaung gen-
tleman — | believe he has already gone to Sao P&ubwil,
for an international skills competition. In a tribuearlier this
session, we have the second-ever Yukoner goinghto
WorldSkills Competition in Leipzig, Germany in Jub§ 2013.
Both Yukoners who have been very successful haredoom
one employer, Quantum Machine Works, and Martind_ee
I'll mention by name — should be congratulated feally
showing a strong commitment to developing fine \pwap-
prentices here in the Yukon.

I know for a fact the Yukon does very well at natib
skills competitions and we're looking forward taetterritorial
skills competition coming up in the spring of 201@&ich of
course will be a qualifier and lead into the nagiloskills com-
petition that will be held in June in Vancouver. Yéeexcited
about working with the trades employers and thevglshand
the apprentices to get them excited about goingadsal look
forward to having a strong presence of DepartmérEduca-
tion officials in attendance. | had the opporturtibyattend in
Edmonton last year with the previous deputy mimisted a
delegation from Yukon College, and | think we wealkvery
impressed with how the competition was run and Hosil
Yukon residents did at that event.

the national technical committee, | believe, soyverell-
qualified and | know he's very enthusiastic. He wasthe
Skills Canada Yukon AGM | attended. | know I'm long
forward to the work that he’s going to do. | thin& has visited
a number of Yukon communities already, including Bobert
Service School in Dawson City. I'm looking forwatd him
continuing his good work on expanding those skitledes and
tech opportunities to as many Yukon students adduike to
pursue that aspect of their career.

Mr. Tredger: Just one more question on skills train-
ing. We've neglected the shops and the facilitiesur schools
for a number of years. Many of the courses, esfpgdrarural
Yukon, have been ad hoc teaching off the side efd#sk. It
left the facilities underused, understaffed and ewfuhded.
Many of them have old tools or a lack of tools.

They haven’t been maintained; they need sharpetiiey,
need upgrading. | guess I'm hoping for — | was lagkfor it
in the supplementary budget but | didn’t see it -recrease in
funding for our facilities both urban and rural.

I know a number of years ago there was a workeysi-c
pensation report done on the various schools. & qute a
concern to me when | read it. Will there be anotiegort done
to assess the safety of our shops?

| realize that it is expensive to run shops androfichools
have to make a choice in terms of their funding soithetimes
they'll go with courses that aren’t as expensiug, lthink it's
important that a directive come from the ministeattthere is
extra money or there is funding and then insist thbe used
for the facilities. | guess I'm concerned aboutding, mainte-
nance of the shop, training of the teachers, tgalléability
and proper reporting of safety. Safety — is therplan for
maintenance and upgrading of facilities and equigfhé&hank

t you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to the Yukon Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board, there is ango
worker coordinator that has been engaged with kills sur-
riculum coordinator in doing those assessmenthe&hops for
safety concerns and looking at the quality of tly@igment
that's in there. We certainly want to make sure tha have
equipment that’s safe to operate by our studemés,the teach-
ers are qualified and trained to assist and hafetysplans in
place. So we’re very happy about this partnershigh \the
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board, angart
of that there will be a revolving plan to replabe tequipment
that needs to be replaced.

I have had the opportunity to visit most shopshie Yukon
— | think almost all of them. I've visited almostery school,
save perhaps a couple. But | have been in mangieoEhops
and | agree with the member opposite that soméekrtuip-
ment needs to be replaced. We'll wait for the rssof this
assessment that's being done cooperatively with VEG® the
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Department of Education and look to identify resegrat that
point that will replace that equipment.

Mr. Tredger:
or land-based education has been recognized terdyeimpor-
tant and it's critical. | know we have a numberimfividual
ones going on and the minister has mentioned ttoewesdon't
need to go into that. I'm wondering what types ydtem sup-
port there are for teachers who want to take ttig@ldren on a
field trip or to involve them in the community. Hawe identi-
fied barriers to expeditions? What training hasrbgen to
staff to facilitate expeditions? What kind of culil training
has been given to them before they get out onedathd? How
are programs being evaluated? As | say, what arédlriers to
delivery of the programs? What kind of training aedjng risk
assessment and management of risk has been givéimeto
teachers in the local schools and what kind of supig there
for doing that?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
like to speak to with respect to that questiorhi the depart-
ment has two experiential learning consultants. yTlaee
trained in first aid and have all the proper risk@ssment tools.
One of the gentlemen involved is actually a lomgeti First
Nation Yukoner. I've had the opportunity to speakitm on a
number of occasions. | think he actually presemttethe lead-
ership meeting but | didn’t have the opportunitystick around
for his presentation, unfortunately. Those systanesin place
to ensure that, when it comes to experiential iegrand the
adults who are accompanying the students, espeevét re-
spect to these two experiential consultants, tieegtile to make
sure the students are safe and able to participaiesafe way
during these field trips.

The gentleman | mentioned earlier, as well as hisner
who is the other experiential learning consultantually spoke
at the Old Crow experiential learning forum abdw bpportu-
nities. He also attended the camp when it was edféast year.

We have some great support systems in the departmen
make sure our children are safe when they're ouhose field
trips that involve experiential learning opportigst

Chair:
quested. Do the members wish to take a recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair:
now resume general debate on Vote 3, Departmehidata-
tion.

Mr. Tredger:
been a very successful program. They serve ovekit3and
do it | would imagine very economically. | was pded to hear
that the department is going to try pilots in othegas.

A couple of questions that | do have for the manigte-
garding that is what lessons have we learned frorirndivid-
ual Learning Centre? What are their keys to suGcegisat are
we going to replicate in the pilot schools in ottsshools?

Thank you for that answer. Experiential

The Individual Learning Centre has

What's the kernel of what's happening there? Hoe the pi-
lots going to be evaluated?

| guess you could call them a principal, but is tingef
administrative officer of the ILC going to be inved in that?
Just another little aside on the ILC: | think tigsa wonderful
opportunity to put a counsellor in there. Manylué students at
the ILC could benefit from some counselling, notygrersonal
counselling, but career counselling. | know tha #taff there
does an admirable job of doing all of that, but &n opportu-
nity. There are 100-plus high-risk children at teahool. The
fact that there isn’'t a counsellor leaves a gathénservices. If
the minister could answer those questions, I'm doffenk
you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd like to take the opportunity to
thank a former member of this Legislative Assemblijo
passed away — the Hon. John Edzerza, former Ministe
Education — for his work in getting the ILC off thggound

Perhaps the one thing that | would here in Whitehorse. | know that staff and studetedicated

their graduation ceremony at last spring’'s ILC grmdohn and
there were two members of his family — two of Hiddren —
who attended and assisted in handing out the dggom

Again, | think all members in the House would retiag
that the ILC is a tremendous facility that offemslividual and
flexible learning opportunities and we have expahidd¢o Old
Crow and Dawson City. | believe that when | wa®id Crow
in early September there were approximately eighbrper-
haps that’'s the figure that's there now — studeaksng ad-
vantage of that program there. For the studentsrtbamally
— of course, Old Crow students — come to Whitehdose
grades 10, 11 and 12, a number of them for angtadf rea-
sons aren't able to be successful here in Whiteharsl return
to the community. So this year is the first yeaythe had the
opportunity to take some of the high school cour$es of-
fered out of the school there and, as I've heaydalbaccounts
it has been tremendously successful.

| did receive a letter from the Chief of the Tr'éid
Hwéch'’in asking about an ILC for Robert Service &ihand,
as | mentioned earlier today, there have been seswurces

Before we continue, a break has been reidentified to make that a reality at the Robertv@er School in

Dawson City.

I think it's around a .4 full-time equivalent fduis year. Of
course, we'll look at the success of it. When imes to the
evaluation, we certainly want to ensure that thisrstudent
success, and that program success will lead tsttigent suc-
cess. So when we’re looking at the current — | gués lack
of a better word — the “pilot programs” that areegting in

Order please. Committee of the Whole will Old Crow and Dawson City — and, of course, thefdtut’s

happening in Whitehorse at the ILC. | mean, it baen tre-
mendously successful.

I have just a couple of stories to share with masbke
know the keynote speaker at the grad ceremonieth&iLC
this past spring is an ILC graduate and is nowendecond or
third year at the University of Alberta. She wageatm come
back and talk about her success as a student alig neday to
everyone in attendance how the success of thatgroted to
her success as a student. Then another young Yuykehe is
a constituent of mine, found her way into the Il tpast year
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and is now seeing tremendous success there aslenstuith
the programs that are being offered and the flexédsd indi-
vidual learning environments.

Again, we'll continue to look for ways to imprové/e’re
always looking for ways to improve the programs &mel fa-
cilities we have through ongoing evaluation, no teratvhat
they are, and that is certainly no different foe thCs that op-
erate here in Whitehorse or the programs curresftfigred in
Old Crow and Dawson City.

One thing | should just quickly mention — in therigg,
when we talked and were debating the budget, tivere also
plans to put one into the school in Teslin, but tbenmunity,
for one reason or another — obviously, it's thened ave need
them to respond — didn’t want to participate tresuy So we’ll
look for other options for some of those studeMaybe it's
the same option for next year. So, as of right nOWd, Crow is
running, and Dawson City has some resources asbigrie

Mr. Silver:
today for coming to spend their time with us. Weragiate
your time. Most of the things have been covered.like to
thank the Minister of Education for his thorouglpag when
he started today’'s debate and also getting baclstwith the
guestions we asked in the briefings.

It's quite important to get those answers, and pjreci-
ate the timely manner in which he has done thatistening
this afternoon, he has mentioned a lot of issues fbawson
— camp courses for example. | just wanted to say thwilled
the local rangers are that they get a chance ticipate in the
education process and participate in locally dgvedocurricu-
lum. That's a great thing.

He also mentioned Robert Service School workinghen
attendance solutions, which was a major questi@haamajor
concern moving forward, so kudos to him and hisadepent
for working on these things. | would also just litesay how
happy | am that the minister has figured out megfninways
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to be an integral part of the tech and trades titedrom his
department.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Thank you. Again, as | mentioned, |

won't get into it as deeply as | did before whendmes to the
centre for northern innovation in mining, but we kbave an
opportunity | think to provide some meaningful tiag. One
of the aspects that | failed to mention on Satumtathe mining
summit — and maybe | failed to get into it as maellier to-
day as | would like to — is the involvement of irstiy, so |
think when the economy wasn'’t doing so well in ¥ugkon, a
lot of the training was done — definitely not all ib — for
training’s sake.

What we're able to do with the involvement of inttyds
match the training opportunities to actual job apyaties, so
through the use of those mobile training facilitie®'re going
to be able to work not only in Dawson City, butcala com-
munities like Mayo and Pelly Crossing, Watson Lakess

| thank the officials from the department River — and Faro, of course, on the reclamatior sidthings.

There are so many communities around the Yukon it
benefit from the mobile trades training aspectswgmn City,
of course, is one, not only given the exceptionqll@ation
activity on the hardrock side of things in thattgadar area —
the opportunities for perhaps some new hardroclesia open
up over the next few years or even on the longen tehen it
comes to some of those areas that are currenthg keiplored
— but also the placer side of things.

Placer mining, | would say, is the “backbone” of th
Yukon mining industry. Through thick and thin, ewshen the
gold was $270 an ounce or $300 an ounce, placegrminere
still working the creeks of the Klondike and othareas
throughout the Yukon. | guess that was probablyitheetus
for the development of the dual credit welding perg in
Dawson City.

Just to make sure the member opposite heard whexs |
addressing this question earlier with the Member Ntayo-

to engage the members opposite — the Member foroMay Tatchun, we're still looking for suitable space ahdt type of

Tatchun and I. This is an example of a minister wlbes cut
through partisan politics when he sees an oppdytioibetter
the rural communities and education in general; st like

to thank him for that.

I'm not getting booed from over there, am 1?

First issue here — | was thrilled that the duaddreourse
in welding is occurring at Robert Service Schoalprclinated
by the local campus of the Yukon College as wele Wad a
mining summit of our own in Dawson about a year agth
educators and with industry.

The capacity to develop more dual credit coursesbio-
lutely there in Dawson. On the ground floor, we dan excel-
lent rapport between the two levels of educatioRatbert Ser-
vice School and at the college. We've been heaifa about
the centre for northern innovation in mining at ¥akCollege
and | was just wondering — could the minister gixean up-
date? | know he spoke a bit about this alreadyytodat I'm
looking specifically in terms of funding, timing @ralso the
location of the new training facility. | was wondey if the
minister shares my thoughts that Dawson City hascHpacity

thing to launch that dual credit welding programit [doesn’t
happen when it comes to Robert Service School| wedsibly
switch direction to a dual credit carpentry program there.
Again, welding is an essential skill on many of thiacer
mines, I'm sure, throughout the Yukon, and we'rgpato
look for a way to offer that. So while it's not wrevay right
now, we're working very hard at the officials lewel ensure
that it becomes a reality.

Just stepping back to the centre for northern iation in
mining, the president of the college was on thendgeto pre-
sent this today, so hopefully we’re able to deligeme copies
to the members opposite of the proposal now thahsis made
a public presentation on it. Yukon College is rexjung ap-
proximately $30 million over the initial life — ovehe six-
year period — of this and that includes both cégited O&M
costs. The proposed plan predicts an annual O&Miregpent
of approximately $4 million to deliver the trainimgquired by
industry.

So what we've undertaken right now, as | mentioead
lier, the Department of Education has partnered witikon
College to fund the executive director position floe current
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fiscal year, which equates to year zero of thigppsal. One of
the things we’re looking for is to identify fundingartners
when it comes to this, be it other levels of goweent or in-
dustry — whatever we can get. We're working verlgently

with Yukon College on identifying the funding soascfor this
program.

One of the things is that it is also adaptive, whee can
adjust the training requirements throughout thetysiar period
to match funding that we have. As | mentioned, bwnmy
colleagues and | in the government are very exataalit see-
ing this program through, when it comes to addrnessbome of
the labour challenges that will occur in the reseuindustry
and the industrial trades over the next numbeeafy.

| think this is going to be one of the key piecas,far as
training Yukoners for those Yukon opportunitiesd grerhaps
even having Canadians travel to the Yukon to bimedafor
Yukon or Canadian opportunities. We're excited dbalas-
pects of this.

Beyond the training side of things, even a mine tfcle
chair has been recruited through a federal gradtiadustry
contributions. That will be based out of the YukBasearch
Centre and will conduct research into the life eyof a mine
from discovery to closure and reclamation. It's nait about
training; there are some other exciting aspectd, lawill en-
deavour to get copies of this proposal deliveretheoopposi-
tion parties before the end of the week, now that d¢ollege
president has made it public.

Mr. Silver:
bring the centre for northern innovation in minitagthe Daw-
son campus, so | will move on. | will continue ténlg this up,
though.

I'd like to move on to the temporary worker nominze-
gram. I've been hearing from a few of my differennstituents
that the rural Yukon is not necessarily being séras well by
this program, so | was just wondering if the miaistan speak
to this. Has any review taken place to see if theggam is
working in rural Yukon compared to the Whitehorsatce?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the Yukon nominee program, which is the progrant ghiat of
Yukon service sector and tourism operators haventadvan-
tage of. I'm not sure of the exact numbers, alttougid get
the chance to mention them in my opening commemt011-
12, saying the approved nominees for that year wi@
through Advanced Education, the immigration sidethofgs,
and since 2007, 662 nominees have been approveagtihithe
program. That goes from 2007 to October 1, 2012.

| don’t have the breakdown of how many of thosei-ind

viduals have relocated to rural Yukon. Obviouslgedotally,
travelling around to a number of Yukon communitigseking
advice and input from my colleagues who represemkovi
communities, | know a number of nominees are waylont-
side of Whitehorse at this time. | don’t have tixaa numbers.

Perhaps the other thing that | could just touctboefly is
with the temporary foreign worker annex that thekdfu gov-
ernment is negotiating with the Government of Candthas
been a couple of years since that work has starigtit now in
the department we are seeking input and advice franbusi-

| guess I'm not getting a commitment to

ness community to identify how many businesses ahelt
types of businesses would be interested in acguoinhiring
the temporary foreign workers. That work is underwight
now and we look forward to the results from thatobe we
assign resources to it internally.

Mr. Silver: | thank the minister for his answer. Sorry
if it seems like I'm kind of jumping all around ketbut most of
the questions | had were actually addressed eddaay, so
I'm picking off the list.

There was a request from rural educators in kiratéeg to
allow the Department of Health to share basic mfmion on
kindergarten-aged individuals living in the comnties. |
brought this up in the spring session, and | wakdbthat time
the departments would take a look at it.

As the Member for Mayo-Tatchun can attest, anyrimfo
tion on new enrolment prior to the first day of schreally
takes a huge weight off of teachers and admin@satThis
would be basic information and not medical recotdgas just
wondering if the minister indicate whether or netthinks that
this would actually be able to be accomplished?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Yes, as | mentioned earlier, some
work is being undertaken right now between the Bepent of
Education and the Department of Health to addreste @
number of the early learning initiatives. They &mgng to find
a way to bridge some of the gaps we see therearaasfthe
early learning goes and where we can make the $ligagact.

As mentioned earlier, the Department of Educatias &s-
signed an official to work with the Department oéafth and
Social Services over the next number of months ddress
some of the programs and what we can do to stamake a
real and meaningful difference — or, at least buiftbn the
differences we’re making through programs like @téld De-
velopment Centre and the work of Health and Sdéal/ices.

Certainly, when it comes to what the member opposit
knows of ensuring there is information sharingbast we can,
and trying to plan for school years, whether itvigh teacher
allocation or staff allocation — any of that stuiffagree with

Perhaps the member was referring tothe member opposite that any information we cariggetucial,

and that will be an important part of the undemagkihat is
underway right now.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to switch to housing — | know
it's not that ministry, but educational housing. Nousing for
teachers — in my first year in Dawson, | had a fess gray
hairs, that's for sure, Madam Chair. Maybe it wasduse of
less stress, and one of the factors that | didaitehto worry
about at that time was housing. | could arrive emiBon City,
and | knew that even though I didn’t know the townl actu-
ally got lost in Dawson my first day there. | didréally know
the town, but | did know that | had a place to st#ykon
Housing Corporation used to supply housing to alwneach-
ers in the rural communities.

Then, there were no houses available and it went that
to not even being a guarantee. Now, it's not evemsiclered.
This year, as usual, in the Klondike there wereva fiew hires
in Education. One of these teachers went from downtTo-
ronto to living in a tent on the Klondike for hisst few weeks
in town. This was his first time ever in a tentdahat was ac-
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tually his accommodation. He liked it — he enjoytdut at
the same time it speaks of a greater need. He fammtthere to
couch-surfing — | believe now, he’s actually hos#téing, but
we will have to move again in January and nobodyhe
Klondike likes to move in January.

Now, there are pros and cons for using social mgu&r
staff housing, and | really believe that that spkecate that is
offered should be looked at. When | first movedréhdét was
great to have that, but | believe the rate was &6e@ and it
might be the same currently, but at the same tifter éour
years of living in social housing, | didn’t haveyaincentive to
actually put more effort into maybe moving intoeanplace or
even starting a mortgage and actually making aetagpm-
mitment to the community. So | was just wonderihthée min-
ister can just comment, basically, on what he thiak far as
using social housing for staff accommodations apjilies to
education.

Does he think there should be maybe a reinstatewfent
that plan and maybe a time limit on it — maybe aryar two?
Any comments toward that would be great?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd pass this off to the Minister re-
sponsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation, bdbh't think
it’s going to work too well in this case. Howevedon't have a
lot of the notes so I'll do my best to answer itheiut the bene-
fit of some of the notes that | have with respecthite Yukon
Housing Corporation.

One of the things that | think is going to be impot in
moving forward is that the Yukon Housing Corporati®e-
partment of Education and the Yukon Teachers Astioai are
going to look at the formation of a joint housingsassment
and maintenance committee. | think where we'rergpebme
pressure outside of Whitehorse on the staff housidg of
things is particularly Dawson City and Watson Lakef
course, the new hospitals that are coming on stieahe next
while there are creating some staff housing presstMe have
upgraded some of the housing in Dawson City forlwsthose
professionals who are going to be moving in to watkthe
hospital.

When | was at Robert Service School in Septemiat, t
example the member opposite talked about was btoiagh
ward to me by the school principal. When it conwethe over-
all staff housing side of things, | think it's imgant that we
look at it from that broader approach, and thadisething that
I'll be able to speak to in greater detail when neeh Yukon
Housing Corporation debate. If you look at thatelebf expec-
tations and the protocol agreement that | signednamster
responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation vtk board
— it’s something I've asked them to look at. I'vekad the
Housing Corporation and its board to look at thadfdtousing
policy and how we can move and make it somethingre/h
we’re providing good quality, safe and secure huyisd our

employees who make the commitment to work outsifle o

Whitehorse. It would be premature to talk about deyails
until 1 get some further information back from thusing
Corporation on how they recommend we move forward.
Mr. Silver:
that this is a larger question. Just for the recorkhew that

after year one, | wasn't going anywhere and I'dsbeying in
the community of Klondike for an extended periodtiaie, if
not the rest of my life.

| also knew that | had enough money at that timértd
rental accommodations. I'm not sure if people capniimo the
communities could have such a great connectiorme¢ocbm-
munity without some kind of prearranged accommaatesti It
is one of those things we hear all the time abewopfe coming
to the communities — that you have to actually eiqmee, not
just Dawson, but all rural Yukon communities tolizawhat
an amazing and special place it is from the pofntiew of
teachers and medical staff and RCMP officers anainsand so
forth. | think it is essential they have somewherestay, but |
think maybe we should also have some kind of ineerib get
them going into their own types of accommodationsnort-
gages.

I only have two short questions left here. We spaket
here about replacing the money that students usedceive
from writing standardized exams, and | was just d@ing if
the member opposite, the Minister of Education,ld¢aom-
ment on where we are with that file.

Hon. Mr. Kent: The member opposite — and my
apologies if he mentioned this — but he is refeyriof course,
to the Yukon excellence awards?

What we've done is that, starting in the 2012-1Bost
year, the Yukon achievement tests have moved franAla
berta-based system to a British Columbia-basedssissmnt.
What that has done — the Alberta-based grades |bctuare
grades 3, 6 and 9 texts and the British Columbsetassess-
ments are for grades 4 and 7, so we've actuallpmgkd an-
other test where there was some potential for et
awards. As minister, | was pleased to make thiserimcause
of the fact that we’re on the B.C. curriculum. Sty that |
couldn’t quite wrap my head around when | was fgpointed
Minister of Education was why we would be on thédbekta-
based system. So | think it makes a lot of sensetla@re has
been a lot of support from educators to movinghat t8.C.-
based system.

This year, we're able to get year over year resultsch is
not so fortunate, | think, for some of the kidsgirmdes 3 and 6
who are now taking the grades 4 and 7 assessnigstgear,
but once they get beyond that | know we’re goingdge some
very good data on which to base some of our imprergs on
and some of our student improvements.

When it comes to the Yukon excellence awards, what
they're now based on are the two Yukon achievertests, the
YATs as well as the mandatory B.C. provincial exaiftsose
have been decreased; there are tests. There ale @naesults
in language arts and math and the five mandato®y Brovin-
cials, so language arts 10, 12, science 10, mataAntiOsocial
studies 11.

One of the things that I'm particularly excited abavhen
it comes to the excellence awards and the progeiew is
that the criteria is being looked at with the irtehalso recog-
nizing student success in areas such as techndlogyarts and

| appreciate that answer, and | appreciatepplied skills in addition to what we’re currentlging with the

five B.C. provincial exam results.
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What we're looking forward to for the 2013-14 schypear
is having this expanded and more accessible modglace. |
guess | should correct myself just to clarify thatthe grade 9
YATSs that this was based on and they're no longeilable
under the new B.C.-based assessments, so they weritt-
cluded in the criteria for the Yukon excellence edga That
said, I'm excited to move into some other areas @avdard
students for being successful in these other dhedid’ve men-
tioned: technology, fine arts and applied skills.

Mr. Silver:
out of Alberta | believe were actually designedhe States as
well, and as a math teacher who had to explainystudents
that now the algebra tiles that they're used tarmbeing red
and white and now white and black and the red snaow
positive and that one’s negative — that was vemfuesing, so
it's very nice to see that there’s a little moneamlining there.

| have one more question for the minister and Fisials.
Shannon Van Bibber deserves an awful lot of créalither
hard work getting her grandfather JJ Van Bibbeoslkbl was

When it comes to involving it in the curriculumetie is a
process that will need to be followed. I'll comrtotessentially
starting that process by giving the book to ouriculum con-
sultants for their review. As mentioned earlieg thember and
I have had some conversations about this alreaghhaps it's
something that could be incorporated as a statthéncurricu-
lum that's offered at Robert Service School in Daw<ity.
There is a commitment by the department to havee2fent
local curriculum developed, so perhaps that's distapoint.

Thank you. That's great news. The YATs But if we just let the process flow a little bit neoit may be

something that is offered — just to make that cotmmant
again, especially to the Van Bibber family and Jrathers in
particular, that we will ensure that this book iada available
to all Yukon students in every Yukon school library

Mr. Elias:
engage in the debate of the supplementary estinfi@te012-
13 for the Department of Education.

| want to begin by once again thanking the offifdr ac-
companying the minister here today and making hiok |

born under a spruce tree to print. She and the rest of the family good. | also wanted to echo my colleague from Kike'd

have done an excellent job promoting the salekisffascinat-
ing book as well. | gave a copy of the book to ktiaister of
Education on behalf of the Van Bibber family, analdo have
a copy for the president of the Yukon Teachers gisdion.
I've already spoken to the minister about this aedve had an
ongoing conversation about the possibility of geftihis book
into curriculum — into local schools.

If the book was only JJ's pictures that he tookdethand
developed himself mostly out in the bush, it wobklenough
to warrant the placement of this book into ourdmgtclasses,
but it's much more than that. It's basically thekéua’s history
told from one man’s experiences. It's an extraadjrbiogra-
phy of a man whose journey speaks of this terrisomgsilience
and heart. Its application to curriculum is vengtvaCould the
minister give his opinion as to whether or not weld see this
book being in the Yukon classrooms, both at thén lighool
level and through Advanced Education at the coffege

Hon. Mr. Kent: We're excited to report on this and |
thank the member opposite for giving me a copyhefliook by
JJ Van Bibber. The pictures are fantastic. | didtiye opportu-
nity to emcee the unofficial book launch at thedkyds brunch
on Sunday here in Whitehorse and had the oppoyttmitatch
up with a number of the members of the Van Biblzenily,
including Shannon and Alex — and Pat Van Bibbets JJ
brother.

So it was great to see the family there and to havgtime
family friend, Sue Craig, honour them that waynbk a num-
ber of the books were available last night at flesauction at
the Geoscience Forum and were also for sale aet.

One of the things that | will commit to the memIogpo-
site and the Van Bibber family is that we will afthe books in
every school library in the Yukon. I'm looking foard to fin-
ishing the book. | think it's a tremendous read —hatvi've
been able to get through so far. You're right —s tthe man’s
history lesson of the Yukon and some of the stdrigbere are
quite remarkable, given their transportation toostland from
Pelly to Dawson and that type of thing.

words, expressing his appreciation for the wayniin@ minister
conducts his business. Wow, what a difference a mévister

makes. On behalf of my constituents and myselpdreciate

the minister’'s open dialogue in the year of his neandate
under the direction of the Premier and | think thetions speak
a lot louder than words.

I've been asked by my constituents to publicly camgr
late the minister on some of the efforts we've baanking
toward in our community of Old Crow, many of whibtlave
been touched on today and seem to be simple.iVél gou an
example, and that's ensuring that our high schaalents get
their transportation paid to and from Old Crow @rotocca-
sions: Thanksgiving and Easter. I've said over aver in this
House why those two holidays are important. Witthia first
year, it was absolutely phenomenal for the wordjgbto our
community that Thanksgiving travel opportunitiesrgvgoing
to be provided for the kids from Old Crow. So agdirank you
to the minister. We still have to work on Eastexugh, okay? |
say that with a smile on my face, Madam Chair, Hansard
purposes.

I'm going to touch on some of the priorities frondO
Crow. Over the years, land-based experiential Iegrvas a
priority; getting some high school curriculum inddCrow was
a priority; getting a safe, reliable school bughe community
was a priority; and strengthening the partnershigh ywublic
government and industry and using all the resouticas we
had within the community, such as the Vuntut Gwitcgov-
ernment, the renewable resources councils, otheartteents
of the federal government — namely, the RCMP, P&&s-
ada, federal Fisheries and Oceans, the list goemndron and
on — and the Department of Environment and Edunatio
within YTG all coming together and working towarchéeving
the educational outcomes of the children in OldvGrasing
our number one resource: our land, our water, oldlife, our
culture and traditional practices.

I cannot say with any great strength — I'm at aslécr
words — what | have seen within the land-based rsipeal

It's a pleasure to rise today in the House to
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project in Old Crow. On October 25, there was aleltion
and lots of materials here — the Beringia Centrh whe Vun-
tut Gwitchin First Nation sharing the booklets frahat pro-
gram and sharing the Old Crow experiential progkerokiets.
They had a three-year theme and a grade grouping.vas
traditions and science; the other was traditioristoty and
geography; and the last was tradition, arts andesalt also
came with a teacher’s guide; it came with a fieig inventory;
a poster was developed; there were three issudxe Blish-Up
Press which | have given to every member of this House.
believe | gave three of them because they wereamawslet-
ters that were produced by the Vuntut Gwitchin goweent
and the Chief Zzeh Gittlit School. There was als@wich’in
phrase booklet that was designed and developed thignpro-
gram that was shared.

This program was funded by the northern strateggttr

from Old Crow when they come to Whitehorse. We exobr
other communities, like Dawson and Carcross, fatance.
What they're doing now is that it has always berooaraged
by our leadership in Old Crow — our elders and parents —
for the students, when they're about to graduatgot out and
see the world; go out and see what other juriszhistiare do-
ing; go out and see what other provinces are daogon stu-
dent exchanges, and don't just ask for a handout the gov-
ernment. You go out and you work and you raise mpBse
that you value it a lot more. That's exactly whia¢ tstudents
are doing. It was a pleasure to attend the funitigiisvent this
past Saturday at the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centteer& were
some MLAs here in attendance as well, and thankfgothat
support.

They're going to New York City in the springtimehd&
event was sold out. They almost raised $10,00@uak a fun

back in 2009. It was a partnership between the Munt event. It was an alcohol- and drug-free event. &heas fid-

Gwitchin First Nation — the education, heritage andture,
and land and resources departments — the Chief Gittlit
School, Old Crow community members and, of couthke,
Yukon Department of Education. | have spoken altbist at
great length. This is a success story. If we'redatinue this
partnership there needs to be another long-termmitment.
That would be one of the questions | have for theister to-
day. Seeing that this is such a resounding sucteess are
jurisdictions from Ontario that I'm aware of, alsom Alberta,
British Columbia and more recently Nova Scotia thate ex-
pressed interest in receiving the background infion with
regard to this project.

My question to the minister: How does he see thisner-
ship progressing into the future?

Hopefully it will be a permanent line item in theukon
territorial government’s budget.

Going back to the Thanksgiving and Easter traveltlie
students — I'm not sure that the minister knows & has
done because | had so many emotional constituafitse and
e-mail me saying how important it is for our stutdeto get
back to Old Crow during these times. Again, on kfebamy
constituents, thank you very much for that initiatand effort.

| believe there are eight or nine students padidigy in
the high school program in Old Crow. It is very Im&ceived
in the community. The students like it; the pardikis it; how-
ever, there was one concern that | can bring tonthéster’s
attention, and that is that a part of the prograiteria, review
and analysis and factors of success was regardiegdance.
One of the students came up to me and said — bechashas
a baby — that attendance is used as a success factiois
program. “I have an 80 percentile in the courseweicr,
sometimes | have to miss three days at a time sedauave to
look after my child.”

The minister should consider the attendance fea$opart
of the review of the program as being in the highcpntile
factors for the success of the program becaust fhat one of
the factors we have to deal with in Old Crow — thaine of
them.

Another important thing is the high school studetits
not just the students who are Vuntut Gwitchin binefies or

dling and dancing, and | can’t forget the prime ftiilat was
served. It was a tremendous effort by the studéfds.me, it
was a pleasure to see the students engaged, $wtingo eve-
rybody, serving people and making sure everybody fo,
because it was their event to come to the tablesayd“Okay,
we’re doing our part.” When you see that, it's efmyindustry
and for other levels of government to say, “OkagwwThis is
really neat.” | think for them to want to go — thpicked New
York City. I'm glad they picked New York City, begse it's
going to be an eye-opener. I've been to New Yorly Gi- to
the United Nations and to other pretty importarmues in the
city. It's going to be an eye-opener for those diigih, because
not just what they see on TV — they’re going todide to see
it, feel it and taste it, and experience that trereother places
in the world that exist. New York City is going be an eye-
opener, for sure. So that’s happening.

With the community helping out and bake sales amd f
events, like luncheons and things like that, itsng to make
this trip worthwhile and a tremendous learning eigree.

One other thing that | wanted to mention was insbm-
mer, which hasn't been mentioned, and events thserit
been mentioned — that over the last years, compitang to
the land-based experiential learning project, tteeecommu-
nity-funded land-based girls science camps and -tesdd
boys science camps. There are also focused bickaigps that
are supported by the community as well — the chaiman
tagging or on the Porcupine River, for instancee @ the
camps that | had the pleasure of helping with vkasdirls sci-
ence camp last summer — or, was it the summer &efor
think it was the summer before.

What happens there is that we use all of the conitgisin
resources, and we had the Department of Environtief-
gists come to the camp and talk about the jobs dloeyWe had
Parks Canada come.

We had Parks Canada come; we had the Department of

Fisheries and Oceans come; we had elders comeetoatnp
and talk about traditional knowledge. We had searahrescue
people come to the camp and teach the girls holivéoand
survive off the land in terms of travelling, boafety, being
able to overturn a canoe and flip it back over pmap back in
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— those kinds of things — river travel and rivefesg, as well
as the biology — taking microscopes out on to thedland
learning about everything from fish to caribou. ytectually
harvested a caribou, which was pretty neat. Thos¢he kinds
of things that happen in the off-season that areptementary
to some of the education efforts that we do se@léhCrow. To
quote Chief Linklater: “The students themselvesewhhey
say ‘I can’'t wait to go back to school next year' kew many
kids can say ‘I can’t wait to go back to schooltngear?™

tional success of their students, especially iralrifukon. It
doesn’t seem to be moving fast enough or workingckqu
enough. I'm hearing that sentiment across thetoeyri But if
this is going to happen, it has to happen in ayedtuctured
good way. I'd like to hear some of the ministergranents on
that.

| also wanted to talk about a couple of specifsués with
regard to the risk of violence in Yukon schoolsunderstand
that minister has launched a new program aboutciedithe

This three-year program has had a great succesd andisk in our Yukon schools.

think that this is something that the minister cese as a tem-
plate to ensure, when he’s sitting around with@ébinet col-

leagues, that it gets long-term support becaussittcessful. It
not only reaches the Yukon education goals andctibgs, but

it exceeds them a lot of the times.

| also wanted to mention a couple of other eduoatimi-
tiatives that don’t necessarily deal with Old Crdwlon’t have
to get into it in any great detail, but | had tHegsure of ex-
periencing the Hockey Canada Skills Academy. | sty
brought this to the attention of the minister.dedn’t necessar-
ily have to be geared toward hockey. | focus on tre be-
cause it's all set up already across the countrZafiada. It
could be skiing, it could be soccer, it could beast array of
other sports, but I think this has value, becaus@as$ been so
successful in other jurisdictions. It does haveagife shelf life,
however, because it needs a lot of support, thastbeen suc-
cessful in students achieving their academic gdadsl’d like
to touch on some of those today.

I'll go on to a pretty big topic. | was asked tdseait in the
Legislature so | have. I've been going through edecational
system right from kindergarten here in the teryitthrough
Yukon College and now the education of this LegigtaAs-
sembly. I've heard of and seen a multitude of repdive lis-
tened to the Auditor General; I've listened to pase I've lis-
tened to school councils and | have seen the ssicas fail-
ures of the education system. | have experienceah timyself.
I've been hearing more and more about the creati@enYukon
First Nation school board and creating a YukontANation
school that welcomes everyone, but has a diffenemdel of
delivery in terms of education. In the present exystwe try to
encompass the cultural values and the traditioalales of each
different community — First Nation values into theestern
way of doing business and educating our childremelvVwe
continuously see attendance rates of First Natiodesits and
the success and graduation rates of First Natiotests going
the wrong way, of course this is going to be andss

I'd like to hear the minister's thoughts on thischese
there are other jurisdictions that have succesh vagard to
their own First Nation school boards and their dvinst Nation
schools where everyone is welcome. It's a differgtyte of
learning; they have their own infrastructure aneirthown
boards to achieve the educational outcomes andcelumm
requirements in our territory. It's time to payises attention
to this because it doesn’t seem to be going away.

I haven't — and this is delving from a lot of theri®us in-
cidents in the U.S. and across Canada. | couldndttbo much
information about that program, so if he could expan that.

Another specific program that came to my attentienl
got flooded with it for a couple of days when itssannounced.
But | will just give you the situation. | was atethCanada
Games Centre and it was about Challenge Day andCtine-
lenge Day was tomorrow. So immediately | got mixediews
about “Yes, it's a good day”, and some parents cermmee and
said, “No, it's not a good day” because what happienthat
they end up — I've never been to one of these,|'vatjust
been told from the students and the parents tleaittidents are
able to share some of the hurtful things in thiér just for one
day. So there is no follow-up assistance or colingelith the
students who do decide to share in front of theilofv stu-
dents.

It's beneficial for some, but not beneficial fohets — it’s
actually hurtful. The students end up using whas wleared in
the gymnasium or classroom at future dates withother stu-
dents, and that is pretty hurtful. What ends uppleapng is that
the students who don’t see value in it or parerits don’t see
value in that day just tell their kids, “Don’t go school that
day”, and that's something that has been happehidg.have
other comments and questions about the budgetebeforto-
day, and | look forward to hearing some of the sia's
comments in the short time that’s left in the Hotséay to
deal with the very important issue of educatioum territory.
Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Thank you. I'll try to touch on all the
issues raised by the member opposite, and if | s wne, if
you could just let me know. | think | was able tpture most
of the issues that he raised during his remarks.firkt one I'll
touch on is of course the northern strategy progect the Old
Crow experiential program. As | mentioned earlienvas on
October 25, which was actually the first day ostfall legisla-
tive sitting, that the Vuntut Gwitchin released thigriculum
and resource materials that were developed foextperiential
project.

The materials are being provided in template fosm,
other Yukon schools and schools across Canadadzgot them
to their own First Nation languages and culturescDgsions on
how best to implement this program in other schaold com-
munities are underway at the Department of Educatid-
though | had to leave the launch of this curriculeanly to get

Many First Nation representatives have told me thaback to the sitting of the House for that day, terstand they

they've tried to work over the years to nudge thespnt educa-
tion system in a certain way to achieve the bessibte educa-

had spoken about six years of funding at that tisoethere is
some secured funding that is in place for that g It's
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something that is very exciting. | know the depamipartici-

pated in contracting the curriculum developer — @ung

teacher who lived in Old Crow when this was firgtdmght in, |

believe, but then subsequently moved to Saskatahéavéur-

ther her career. She was retained as a consuttad#velop a
lot of the materials and the curriculum developmigratt was
done for this project. | think there is an awful ¢d excitement.
The northern strategy funding approval that we iveck in

October 2009 — that initial three years, which hapefully

morphed into — what is my understanding — six yeafrs
funding for this project.

| did also get the opportunity to go to Old CrowSep-
tember and participate in the launch of their beathe river
boat that was built by two well-respected membeirsthe
community, and that they were able to use for @mag, which
| understand is about 20 minutes downstream of@tolv and
was built in March 2010. | thinBlue Rock was the name of the
boat that we launched that day — again, an awfubfoex-
citement. The entire school was out. The MemberHely-
Nisutlin and | were in Old Crow that day and aldeparticipate
in that aspect of the Old Crow experiential leagnside of
things. As | mentioned earlier, we do have two exgudial
learning consultants in the department, and on¢hef has
been quite involved with the Old Crow program. inthit's
something we can be very proud of as Yukoners.cOfse, the
people of Old Crow and Vuntut Gwitchin citizens slibbe
awfully proud of their contributions to this, andevook for-
ward to making this successful and something tleat be
adapted across the country.

One of the other things the member opposite spbkeita
was the high school or secondary projects. Whembanced
this in the spring, we were anticipating that itubbe secon-
dary projects in Old Crow and Teslin. We had thie Support
of the Staffing Allocation Advisory Committee andditional
staff positions were allocated to both Old Crow aFeklin
schools for 2012-13 so the needs of the disengagetknts
could be assessed and programming put in placeigpost
them attaining graduation.

I guess | would join the member opposite in congeding
the students who are planning the field trip to Néovk City;
as he mentioned, they hosted an event on Satuveeyrg that
they hosted to raise money, and | did catch up thichmember
opposite, the chief and another gentleman who wéwkshe
Yukon Development Corporation on Saturday evening a
they were raving about the event. As mentionee|ielse other
members were there, including the Member for Mdorhe-
Southern Lakes, who was providing some of the titenent
that evening, so thanks to everybody who has beetied.

These field trips are very important, not only fbe stu-
dents from OId Crow, but we have kids working hafdthe
time. | don't think anybody in this House has béera local
grocery store on a weekend where you're not dogatina
school trip or a school project or a band trip @parting trip
for our students to be able to travel outside ofitéfforse. We
have many, many advantages to being Yukon residetone
of the tough things for a lot of sporting teamshands or any-
thing is raising that money, but they all work vevgry hard. |
think everybody deserves credit no matter wherg'theff to.
| thank the member for bringing up the students aleowork-
ing hard to make that trip to New York City, | e in the
spring — perhaps February or March — a reality.

When it comes to the camps that the member opprdite
erenced, I'm not sure if he was referring to sorhthe camps
that are offered by Yukon College. | know there aneumber
of kids’ camps and those types of activities tha affered
throughout the summer months. They're tremendosistgess-
ful, as well as some of the other programs thato#fiered at a
variety of institutes, such as McBride Museum dreotplaces.

Some tremendous programming is being offered. dne o

the things | spoke with the deputy minister abawtame of the
summer credits for some of the camps and the eultamps
that are taking place in the summer. I've heardnfio number
of individuals throughout the Yukon community tlitsg often

a challenge to re-engage students who have beeforothe

summer. It's almost like they've taken a step backnetimes
when they've been off for the summer, them in Sepier or

As the member opposite mentioned, the Old Crow prolate August when they come back to school.

gram has proceeded and there are currently eigtests par-
ticipating in it. As | mentioned earlier, and Ijist reiterate
here, when we worked with the school community aslin,
after consulting with them it was felt that the diions
weren't in place for the initiative to be a successit was not
implemented in that community. Subsequently theag tbeen
an ILC model that we've looked at for the Robertr8e
School in Dawson City and some resources have dlémrated
to that.

The project will be reassessed in the spring of32@l1de-
cide whether to continue or revise or consider lagrotmodel
for programming so | think with eight students, musly we’ll
have to ensure that their outcomes are being ntktre we're
seeing some student success, but by all accountar sbhas
been a great success in the community, and I'k fmoward to
the evaluation when it comes to the end of the aichear,
looking into next year as to whether it's somethihgt we
want to continue.

We want to look at how credits are offered for soofie
those summer camp activities and whether it's egtedlit or
credits-in-lieu so they can take part in some d#ifé activities
throughout the regular school year, but we keemteagaged
on the full calendar year perspective. There areesexciting
opportunities.

When it comes to the action plan and the First dyati
school the member opposite spoke about, my preferas
minister is to focus on the work of the First Natieducation
committee in their development of an action plan.

We have some tremendous opportunities there wélt2€h
percent local curriculum. | mean, so many of ourosits have
First Nations students in them and a number of tlempecially
outside of Whitehorse, have a vast majority of tFMstions
students. | think that offering that curriculumtht program-
ming and, again, building on the success for progréike the
Old Crow Experiential Program, we can really makeiféer-
ence.
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| heard from the member opposite about the tremendo
reaction from his constituents about allowing tledsnts to
travel home at Thanksgiving and Easter, which istlzr im-
portant holiday. Often it lines up closely with iy break, but
when it doesn't it's another opportunity to getdstats home,
not only for some of the cultural reasons but dlsofact that
it's an extremely religious holiday, | hear, for myaChristians
throughout our country. So after the uptake onTthanksgiv-
ing trip, it would certainly be fine to have thaudénts also
travel home for Easter and can make that commitnient
2013.

With that, seeing the time, Madam Chair, | wouldveo
that you report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Kent that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 7, entitleskcond Appropriation Act,
2012-13, and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:28 p.m.
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