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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, November 26, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women and the
White Ribbon campaign

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise in the House today to pay
tribute to the White Ribbon campaign. This campdagmches
every year on November 25, which marks the Intéwnat Day
for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.

The White Ribbon campaign is the largest effortthe
world of men working to end violence against womiemelies
on volunteer support and financial contributiorarindividu-
als and organizations. The White Ribbon campaigirestses
issues of public policy and encourages men and tmgpeak
out in their workplaces and their communities aggiriolence
done to women.

In 1991, a handful of men in Canada decided thel da
responsibility to urge men to speak out againdewice against
women. They were responding to the terrible evehBecem-
ber 6, 1989, at I'Ecole Polytechniqire Montreal. Outraged by
that specific act of hatred and violence and byetg's general
willingness to turn a blind eye to violence agaimgimen,
these men chose to act. They chose the white ribbamn sym-
bol of men’s opposition to violence against women.

As an elected representative of Yukoners, andraaraed
man, as a father of three daughters and one saom,proud to
wear the white ribbon. Members of the Legislatives@mbly,
it is our responsibility to be role models in wargi against
violence toward women by acknowledging that womereh
the right to live free from physical, sexual or glsglogical
violence at all times.

As men, we can make a choice to speak and act when
know violence is taking place. Our sisters, nieaesthers,
aunts and our children need us to demonstrate rig@geand
strength in our allied role to challenge and préwanlence
through our actions and words.

Without our actions and commitments, women andsgirl
will continue to experience barriers to gender dguaMen
must join women who continue to work tirelessly \astim
services workers and transition home workers whenofeel
isolated in their efforts.

As men, we must speak out against sexism and vielen
and strive to become allies with women to ensua gieneral
equality is realized in the Yukon, not least throube creation
of safety and respect for all women and all gifisis is a chal-
lenge that any man can and should choose to take.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognibat we
do have present some of the volunteers from tha&\Ribbon
campaign who have worked tirelessly on behalf i trery
important cause here in the Yukon. | would likerézognize
them for the work they have done.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | would also like to mention that
part of the work was the creation of a calendar2fait3, which
is to raise awareness and to raise money for thise I'm
proud to say that the Yukon Party caucus has psecththese
calendars for all Members of the Legislative Assbmdgnd we
will be distributing them to all members.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the Of-
ficial Opposition to commemorate November 25 asltierna-
tional Day for the Elimination of Violence Againdtomen and
to mark the beginning of the White Ribbon campaign.

The White Ribbon campaign runs for the next 12 dagis
tii December 6, when Canadians remember the 19&§ictr
deaths of 14 young women in Montreal.

The White Ribbon campaign was started in Canadaay
nadian men. | personally was introduced to the @agmpby
Dennis Rankin, who was then the executive directothe
YTA. He worked very hard and tirelessly to raise firofile of
the White Ribbon campaign among teachers and &biers.

Men who wear this white ribbon take personal respnh
ity for speaking out to stop the violence againsimen. We

Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge to nevepledge never to commit or condone any kind of viokeand to

commit, condone or remain silent about violence irega
women. Each year men and boys are urged to weahite w
ribbon starting on November 25, International Day the
Elimination of Violence Against Women, until Deceenb6,
Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and ActiorVian
lence Against Women.

not stand by silently if we see it happening. laisad testament
that every year when we pause to recognize thisadaylook
back at how far we’'ve come, we see that the stisin the
incidence of physical abuse, sexual abuse and ttnemurder
of women have not gotten much better.

Even in 2012, it is believed that at least 200 @éara

By wearing a white ribbon, men pledge to never ciimm women will be the victims of murder; that one imefiwomen

violence again or remain silent about violence. €lmination

of sexism and our commitment to ending violenceirega
women are absolutely fundamental in achieving &guality

for all women and creating communities of peacesafdty for

women and girls.

will be a victim of sexual assault in her lifetimend that abo-
riginal women are four times more likely to suffgolence in
their lives than non-aboriginal women. This conédicycle of
abuse and assault of women endures from genetatigenera-
tion, as children learn what they live.
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As men, we must learn to recognize the warningssigh
possible abuse in the faces of other men and womena
community, we must offer support to anyone we fedbeing
abused by listening, supporting and believing inatvthey
share. We can offer that person information on d@gencies
and services available to them to help them makesidas and
take steps to leave the abusive situation. Howewermust
also understand that no decision will be easy. Westrmot
abandon the woman who doesn’t do what we see ooutis&le
as right and logical.

We should all take responsibility for challengingreo-
types and put-downs. We can stop laughing at jakesom-
ments that make fun of the opposite sex or othezsaWe can
educate others about the consequences of violence.

The white ribbon reminds us that violence has raz@lin
any of our relationships, whether that relationstsipwith a
spouse, with a child, or in the workplace.

The complexity of social, economic, judicial and em
tional events and causes that surround an acbt#nde are not
straightforward. It is a slow process to change grostructures
that have existed for thousands of years, but wst montinue
to be aware of them in our daily lives. We must kvtoward
equality and educate our children to do the same. st
stand as examples to those all around us. We hagp®ne day
these tributes will be a thing of the past, and tte as a soci-
ety will no longer need to be reminded that viokens never
okay.

We salute those professionals and volunteers wharar
our transition homes, our addiction treatment sewiand
counselling positions, supporting women who havenbas-
saulted and abused. We thank the professionalswelo with
men, helping them break the chains of violence.

We thank community members who are wearing Whitémportantly,

ribbons and taking a stand against violence. Mdsallp we
thank the women who have risen up out of violemm shown
us that there is hope — that at the end of thedine will find
light.

Mr. Silver:
cus to recognize and tribute the 12 Days to Endevime cam-
paign. To coincide with the International Day faetElimina-
tion of Violence Against Women, the official laundi this
year's 12 Days campaign was held today at noon thithre-
lease of the calendar featuring Yukon men, caldakbn Men
Can End Violence”. This year's campaign is focusedmen
and how important it is for men to know about tissue and to
be the ones thinking about what can be done toepiet:

The campaign, run by Yukon women’s groups, will be

holding many events and activities to raise awaere the
realities of violence against women and how we a&®a@ety
can take actions to help end this violence. ThéDags cam-
paign will conclude on December 6, the National D&yRe-
membrance and Action on Violence Against Women.

White Ribbon Yukon is a campaign led by men to gapo

violence against women. In solidarity with the 12y® to End
Violence, the White Ribbon Yukon campaign will hdtal
activities and events to raise awareness aboutotkeand re-

| rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-

sponsibility of men to address gender-based vi@eincthe
territory.

According to Stats Canada, women in the Yukon lareet
times more likely to be victims of violence thame éinose in the
rest of the country and four times more likely liley are a
member of a First Nation. We need to stop viewiimence
against women as mere isolated cases — as sometiang
happens to somebody else or as being somethingt@rv and
start recognizing that this issue affects all ofasshuman be-
ings — men and women.

We would like to thank the women of the Victoriaubka
ner Women’s Centre, the Whitehorse Aboriginal Wolmen
Circle, the Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council, theukon
Status of Women Council, Les EssentiElles, andWoenen’s
Directorate. These Yukon women’s groups are briggirtore
awareness of violence against women in our soeiBtyterri-
tory in hopes of creating change in social attitudad behav-
iours toward violence against women.

We would also like to thank the White Ribbon Yukon
campaign, Stephen Roddick and crew, for encouragingn
men to wear the white ribbon to signify their pledp never
condone, commit or be silent about violence agawwhen. |
am proud to be a participant in the “Yukon Men Gt Vio-
lence” calendar and to wear the white ribbon.

Today, let us make a commitment for change. Letiskw
together and take a stance to end violence againsten.
Thank you.

In recognition of Northwestel Festival of Trees

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise today on behalf of all mem-
bers of the Legislature in recognizing the NorthwkBEestival
of Trees currently underway in our very own foyadamore
recognizing what the festival has anptished
and the people who have contributed to it overybars, in-
cluding our very own Minister of Education and, edmpor-
tantly, his spouse Amanda Leslie.

It has been 10 years since the first Festival @e$rwas
organized by the Yukon Hospital Foundation as alfaiser to
meet the growing demand for new and additional mgent
for the hospital. For 10 years, some very creagpieeple have
been designing and decorating these beautiful ttegshave
graced our foyer for the past several years arfdydé¢hat, the
Elijah Smith Building. Thousands of city resideatsd visitors
have viewed these creations.

The Northwestel Festival of Trees is the unoffidiakoff
to the Christmas season, and it includes numerovestg all
designed to raise more money for the foundation angor-
tantly, give back to the community. The generosityfukon-
ers over the past decade has allowed the foundatiparchase
heart stress-testing machines, a digital X-ray nimegtthe CT
scanner, orthopedic drills, Neopuffs and other gaop&nt for
neonatal care.

For the past several years, the focus has beemisimg

funds for an MRI machine. | understand that thenation is

pretty close to its goal this year and will shottky able to pur-
chase this piece of equipment for the hospital. @awernment
is committed to matching funds from the Yukon HealpCor-

poration, up to $2 million, to make this new MRI chine a
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reality. All of these machines and pieces of eq@ptrbenefit
Yukoners. In some cases, they enable citizens nwaire in
Yukon rather than being sent Outside for testsh siscwith the
CT scan, and eventually with the MRI machine. Wewkrthat
individuals react much better in their return tooddealth if
they can remain in their home communities. Thereffof the
foundation, sponsors, volunteers, the people wiibdn the
trees at auction, and all those who attend the tevalh help
these folks on their return to good health.

The Northwestel Festival of Trees makes an impbrtan

contribution to the well-being of our citizens. Vgalute the
volunteers and the designers. | would also likeetaourage
people to visit our administration building to ¢be work and
loving care that has gone into making this yeag'stial wor-
thy of the 18' anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to take the timeptint out
that there are trees available for viewing latés theek at the
Yukon Convention Centre.

gas dispositions are issued for traditional tefig®not covered
by a final agreement. The petition reads:

To the Yukon Legislative Assembly: This petition thie
undersigned shows:

THAT the terms upon which First Nations agreed aod)
faith to support the devolution of oil and gas fr@ttawa to
the Yukon were confirmed in a memorandum of agregme
entered into by the affected First Nations and@Goeernment
of Yukon, dated January 1997;

AND THAT, with respect to those First Nations thmetd
not concluded a land claim agreement, the Goverhroén
Yukon agreed in the MOA, as follows, that, in retfior those
First Nations’ support for the devolution of oilcagas, Yukon
will not issue any new oil and gas dispositionghinse First
Nations’ traditional territories without their ccerd:

“5.1 In addition to recommending the amendmenBitb
C-50, referred to in 4.2, Yukon hereby agrees ithaill not, in
respect of a traditional territory for which thdestive date of a

I'd also encourage everyone to visit the websiteYukon First Nation’s settlement agreement has roauged,

www.yhf.cafor more details on the wonderful work this foun-
dation is doing on behalf of all Yukoners. Thankuyeery
much.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

Petitions.

PETITIONS
Petition No. 6 — response

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | rise today to respond to Peti-
tion No. 6, presented by Mr. Elias, Independent femfor
Vuntut Gwitchin, on November 8, 2012. This petitiasks the
Legislative Assembly to urge the Government of Yuko
become a major partner by committing its portiorthaf finan-
cial resources to the successful construction agwbrdmis-
sioning of a winter road from the Dempster Highwaythe
community of Old Crow, Yukon in the winter of 2013

| would like to thank the individuals who raisecetlssue
of the winter road to Old Crow and who signed theitipn.
The Yukon government recognizes the importance winger
road to the citizens of Old Crow and has collabstawith the
Vuntut Gwitchin on previous road projects.

The Yukon government has been working with the dunt
Gwitchin First Nation for several months now, asythievelop
a business case for the winter road, and is lookingow to
contribute to the project. We are committed to \vimgkon this
important issue, and our officials are going to traggin in the
near future to discuss the project and work ontémms and
potential roles and responsibilities.

Speaker:  Are there any petitions to be presented?
Petition No. 8
Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, | have for presentation, a

petition signed by four people regarding the rezmient of
consent from Yukon First Nation governments befoiteand

issue any new disposition in respect of Yukon oi gas lands
in the Yukon Territory, without the consent of thétkon First
Nation.”

AND THAT in a letter dated October 25, 2012, thaders
of the Kaska Nation informed the member of the Hxee
Council responsible for the Executive Council Odfiand the
member of the Executive Council responsible for rgpe
Mines and Resources that the proposed repeal bbsel3 of
Yukon’s Qil and Gas Act currently before the Yukon Legisla-
tive Assembly will not, if enacted, have any effectthe Gov-
ernment of Yukon’s legally enforceable promise arggraph
5.1 of the 1997 MOA “that it will not, in respect @ traditional
territory for which the effective date of a Yukoirdt Nation’s
settlement agreement has not occurred, issue amydisposi-
tion in respect of Yukon oil and gas lands in thekdh Terri-
tory, without the consent of that Yukon First Natip

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legistativ
Assembly to request that the member of the Exeeu@iouncil
responsible for the Executive Council Office comfithat the
promise made by the Government of Yukon in pardgtaf of
the 1997 MOA “that it will not, in respect of a ditional terri-
tory for which the effective date of a Yukon FiNtion’s set-
tlement agreement has not occurred, issue any mosition
in respect of Yukon oil and gas lands in the YuKa@rritory
without the consent of that Yukon First Nation” tiones to be
legally enforceable and will be honoured.

Petition No. 9

Mr. Tredger: | have for presentation a petition re-
questing assistance relocating residents and lassrethat
wish to leave Keno City. The petition reads asofol:

This petition of the undersigned shows:

THAT tourism and tourism-related businesses artcatli
to the economy of Keno City, and have been, andimm to
be the largest employer in Keno City;

THAT Keno City has always been a quiet, tranquineo
munity, even during the last period of mining ire threa with
many residents choosing to purchase propertieshfatr very
reason;
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THAT recent industrialization of Keno City has had-
pacts that have fundamentally changed the natukeob City
itself;

THAT the choice to locate a mill and the associatdch-
structure a mere 300 metres from homes and théi@udif ore
haul roads existing, under construction and planasdvell as
new mines opening within close proximity to KenayCihas
further reduced the marketability and livabilitykéno City;

THAT traffic in Keno City and along the Silver Ttai
highway between Mayo and Keno City has increasatbld
since 2009 and has increased even more on thedaiogéerous
section of the road between Flat Creek and Kenp&2id there
has been an increase in serious accidents;

THAT the addition of new ore haul roads, expansién
newly permitted mines, other new developments hedobssi-
ble expansion of the dry stack tailing facility aoccommodate
these activities will further increase the riskikieno City resi-
dents and visitors, especially through dust and particulate
matter;

THAT the health impact assessment identifies teay it-
tle information is available, monitoring to dateshi@een inade-
quate, and dust conditions in Keno have been asbéssusing
a model based on conditions at the Red Dog min&laska,
not for a residential community;

THAT Keno City's sole water source is at risk, dratkup
water sources and plans need to be identified;

THAT the Bellekeno ore haul road and rock storage &
located immediately across Lightning Creek, adjadenthe
community-owned and operated Keno campground, wtich
within the boundaries of Keno City;

THAT industrial activity and increased industriahftic
has resulted in numerous complaints from visitotwo vhave
stated that “they would not consider camping herg;

THAT two small tourism-related businesses have edps
one has sold at a loss and the other remains ynsitd the
remaining businesses facing an uncertain futuré Vatling
tourist numbers as a result of mining activity;

Mr. Hassard: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with First Nations, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Magement
Board, renewable resources councils, the Yukon peepAs-
sociation and other stakeholders to support theping indus-
try in the Yukon, provide for trapper developmentda&ncour-
age Yukoners to participate in this important histd and
cultural practice.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
tion:

THAT the membership of the Standing Committee on
Rules, Elections and Privileges, as establishelldtyon No. 6
of the First Session of the "83Legislative Assembly, be
amended by:

(1) rescinding the appointment of Jim Tredger; and

(2) appointing Jan Stick to the committee.

| give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Tredger:
following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Educatiorrem-
state the F.H. Collins Secondary School Buildingviadry
Committee or create a new advisory committee iriotot

(1) provide for representation from parents, sttglen
school administration, user groups and the depattrdering
the construction of, and transition to, the new.Fddllins Sec-
ondary School;

(2) provide input, advice and direction to the déapant
on all aspects of necessary temporary programmivamnges,
construction and transition matters; and

(3) ensure regular and timely dissemination of imfation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the

Ms. White:
following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to suppo
the Bill C-400, an act to ensure secure, adequetegssible
and affordable housing for Canadians, which is spoed by

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the

AND THAT some residents now feel trapped here, lsnab the New Democratic Party of Canada and is presdrdfgre

to find buyers for their homes, and locked intoeawironment
that they would have never chosen to live in;

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legisativ

Assembly to urge the Government of Yukon to consideans
to facilitate the removal from the Keno City arefaaffected
residents and businesses who wish to leave andnmakissi-
ble the relocation of said persons and businessether com-
munities with adequate compensation and supports.

Speaker:
sented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:

Are there any other petitions to be pre-

the House of Commons, in order to require the rtenisespon-
sible for the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corpamét:

(1) consult with the provincial and territorial nsters re-
sponsible for municipal affairs and housing; and

(2) consult with representatives of municipalitiego-
riginal communities, non-profit and private sedtausing pro-
viders and civil society organizations;

in order to establish a national housing strategy.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  F.H. Collins Secondary School Build-
ing Advisory Committee

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, the guidelines for the build-

THAT this House urges the Nobel Foundation to awarqng advisory committee for the design and consiwacof the

Malala Yusufzai of Pakistan the Nobel Peace Prizeecogni-
tion of her courage and dedication for the rightgids.

new F.H. Collins Secondary School are very cle&e fuide-
lines state that the committee helps to ensuredésign and
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function of the facility meets local needs. It algates that the
committee will typically continue to meet duringetldetailed

design and construction phases to address anycprejated

issues that may require their input.

The Minister of Education has disbanded this corteait
since last year and here we are today — parenigests, and
user groups, all upset with the lack of a cleampiar pro-
gramming around the gym that will be demolishedviarch
2013, a mere three months away.

Why has this minister disbanded the F.H. Collindding
Advisory Committee when it's clear it was to cownnthrough
the construction phase?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to the building advisory
committee, | did meet with them on two occasionsrdtie past
year — once in early December, when the decisios made
to delay the tendering of the project for one yaad again in
June at a point where my colleagues and | on illies af the
floor added an additional amount to the budgetrateoto de-
liver the school they had envisioned when condgctimeir
meetings.

Again, when it comes to the gym being unavailabée,
moving the old gym was necessary for the new coostn,
and it was a recommendation that emerged from sixtercon-
sultations by the building advisory committee. Aftdtending
meetings on November 22, the open house, the depatrtvas
looking into fiscally responsible options for a teonary gym at
F.H. Collins during the construction period.

But when it comes to the building advisory comnatgm-
ing forward, we want to ensure that we're good,nshuiscal
managers. The design work has been done. The Degarof
Education is essentially turning this project oterthe De-
partment of Highways and Public Works to manage dive-
struction, and we want to make sure we deliver ghgect
based on the budget that comes forward in Januacg the
tenders are open.

Ms. Stick: There is a still a role for the building advi-
sory committee. These individuals are concerneditalvbat is
happening. The minister announced at a meetingaemiber
21 — or his department did — that the committeauirip fin-
ished now that the design phase is over. Departwiictals
suggested that this committee would be reinstateenvit was
time to look at landscaping options. It seems thatminister
thinks he can use community input only when he sbeoPar-
ents, administrators, students and user groups@meerned
about what’s happening.

When will the minister reinstate this committeeset up a
new one to give all stakeholders a vehicle forrtlveincerns
around issues such as the gym and physical edocptio-
gramming at F.H. Collins?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd like to thank the building advi-
sory committee for all the work they put in. | knakere were
years of work put into coming up with the designl d&ine pro-
gramming for the new building, which has flexibkeaining
space. As mentioned at the open house on thisTpassday
evening, there was an opportunity for many memioérghe
community to come and visit and to also look at sahthe
options that were developed for physical educatioring the

construction period. As mentioned, there were a bremof
concerns raised and some good ideas put forwardesgbers
of the public at that open house.

However, we're going to look into some fiscally pessi-
ble options for a temporary gym at F.H. Collinsidgrthe con-
struction period.

Again, | would like to thank the building advisatgmmit-
tee for all the work they put into coming up withetdesign.
The tender is out right now. We expect it will dake middle
of January, at which point we hope to have a ssfokBid that
is within the cost parameters that we have estadalis and
we’ll be able to move forward at that time.

| would also like to thank the Member for Mayo-Tratn
for coming to the open house on Thursday evenilhthe pub-
lic who came there, and especially the studentsiithe oppor-
tunity to talk to there about what the gym meanthém.

Question re: Oil and Gas Act amendments

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, for weeks the Yukon New
Democratic Official Opposition has highlighted th&ukon
Party’s pursuit of conflict with Yukon First Natiogovern-
ments and its failure to meaningfully consult theblic on
changes to th®il and Gas Act. Our warnings that this kind of
conflict leads to economic uncertainty has beeroedhby in-
vestors who say legal battles with First Nation egyowments
over land use will drive investment out of the itery.

Today we are pleased to learn that the Premieimvited
Kaska leaders to meet with him early next month.\ge this
means the Yukon Party has listened to the voicesubners
and is now willing to change course.

Will the Premier now agree to withdraw the proposed
changes to thelil and Gas Act and consult meaningfully
throughout the Yukon on all aspects of the indystrgluding
fracking?

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Before | recognize the Premier — | paused at
the beginning of Question Period because somettasgbeen
on my mind over the weekend. Going back over theeBlover
several weeks, I've given rulings in the past aljmersonaliz-
ing the comments here, as well as trying to attetzuparticular
motive to the actions or inaction of either side.

| just want to take this moment to remind membefrs
those previous rulings and to keep them in mind nvimem-
bers are answering or asking questions, in padican these
very sensitive subjects. Sorry for the interruption

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I've written a letter to the Kaska
Nation and have invited them to have a meeting wfité
Government of Yukon. They have acknowledged thaty th
would, in fact, like to do so.

It's another example of how this government corgsito
work with First Nations and, as I'm standing in tHeuse on
this, we have certainly spoken of the many diffetbimgs this
government does each and every day, and it lifegales un-
heard.

We could probably spend the rest of Question Pedetd
ing about the many different things the Yukon goweent
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does to work together, as well as to support Yukost Na-
tions and build capacity for Yukon First Nationadao help in
the training of their employees to ensure they camtinue to
move forward and build and mature in their goveogan

We continue to work with them. At the meeting date,
will sit down with the Kaska Nation and have a sgaliscus-
sion to really look at the opportunities there famebenefits to
all members of the Kaska Nation and for all Yukaner

Ms. Hanson:
question. The government now has an opportunitpéaning-
fully consult throughout the territory on how thmerging oil
and gas industry should look, including the isstiéracking.
The government now has the opportunity to respast Na-
tion agreements, repair damage and pursue a patbopkra-
tion. So my question, again: Will this governmehow it has
heard the voices of Yukoners and First Nation gowmmts
and agree to withdraw the proposed changes tQithand Gas
Act and move forward with public consultation on aspeuf
the oil and gas industry, including fracking?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd just like to briefly reflect on
some of the things that we’ve done lately. Certaitthe re-
source revenue sharing agreement we have agresitht&irst
Nations — acknowledging that as the Yukon prosfrers the
mining industry we will, in fact, be sharing thasvenues with
First Nations. We have spoken about the action pktween

the Government of Canada, Yukon First Nations ame t

Yukon government through the Minister of Educatiworking
on First Nation education. We talked about the bt of
Health and Social Services and the good work tlaat done
with Kwanlin Dun, in terms of child services. Ofurse, we
have been working diligently with Kwanlin Dun, asly in
terms of the lands they have and their opportwitee move
forward through an MOA with the government and,fawt,
with all the First Nations who are interested inKimg at op-

portunities to do so. We are looking at the latldgisystem as

well — we continue to work with that. We’re workingith
First Nations on land-based treatment. We havegotern-
mental accords, as well, with a number of Firstibdiet. We
continue to hold land set aside for the unsettliest Nations.

While they have acknowledged that they are norésted in a

self-government agreement or modern-day treaty, doehave
lands set aside we continue to hold for that.

Ms. Hanson:
talk about cooperation and economic growth and ngpyor-
ward together. On the other hand, this governmesists on
plowing ahead with changes to tB# and Gas Act, including
fracking — changes that are creating conflict acdnemic
uncertainty. Their claims simply do not add up. I\tile gov-
ernment spare the rhetoric and commit to withdrgwire pro-

posed changes to ti@l and Gas Act and take the conversation

about fracking to all Yukoners, or will they insish plowing
ahead, despite the risk to First Nation relati@nomic un-
certainty and the undermining of public trust?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
opposed having a dialogue on fracking in this Hdaseweek.
This government continues to invest and partnehn Wwitst Na-
tions across this territory. We have provided mils of dollars

On one hand, this government likes to

It is the NDP opposition that jus

to First Nations, over and above the obligations hase, to
work toward building a stronger economy and indreaga-
pacity for First Nations.

Another example of working together recently is Mia-
ister of Environment working with wildlife managenteplans,
for example — the wolf strategy and the bison sggat— an
example of a joint or dual decision document withintt
Gwitchin for decisions that have to occur in noNlkon

Unfortunately, that did not answer the where, in fact, both governments are working togetb have

a decision document that represents both goverrsment

This government continues to work together witrsFa-
tions to build opportunities for all Yukoners irres of educa-
tion, training and business opportunities and ensat, as we
have described, they remain full partners in ouneay and
we continue to move all Yukoners forward together.

Question re:  Mining sector development

Mr. Silver: Last week the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
asked the government to work with Yukon College amel
mining industry to train and develop a skilled wiorke made
up of Yukon residents to help meet the currentfatde needs
of the mining and resource sectors. He also caltethe gov-
ernment to use the centre for northern innovatiomining as a
vehicle to deliver the mining and industrial traigi The centre
is an ambitious plan developed by Yukon College anel that
deserves our support.

Now that the government is on board, the next dumess
to what extent? The college has presented a bud@30 mil-
lion over the first six years of operations. Thare one-time
capital costs and ongoing O&M commitments that Wwél re-
quired to get this program off the ground. Onehef first items
on the agenda is a mobile trade unit with a pragedf $2 mil-
lion. Is this item something that the governmernit e fund-
ing?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | would like to thank the Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin for coming up with that motion laseek and of
course the member opposite for bringing forward thiestion
today.

There are some tremendous opportunities througleehe
tre for northern innovation in mining. | was abtehighlight a
number of them last week during Education debaigh h
school dual-credit opportunities, strengtheningtrmeships,
delivering trades and tech programs.

As | mentioned earlier this sitting as well, ouvgmment
has endorsed this vehicle for delivering mine andustrial
training throughout the territory over the next rhenof years.
In light of this initiative, Advanced Education hesntributed
$60,000 to Yukon College, matched by the collegsupport
the executive director position. They are goingcémduct the
foundation work for the establishment of CNIM ovhe next
while, including other avenues for funding. We'repkring
avenues with industry and with the federal govemim®nce
we have those avenues explored we’ll be able terate

t what sort of financial commitment is needed by ¥gkon

government.

Mr. Silver: I'm glad to hear that the minister takes
this seriously. Over half of the people workingdar mines
currently are coming from outside of the Yukon dhdt is a
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big concern to our caucus. The government has néoed) that
and is moving ahead with a plan to address it. iappy to
support this. It was a commitment that the Lib@tatform had
in the last election.

In order for this entire project to get off the gnal, the
college will need a commitment from this governmientover
some of the O&M costs to operate this centre faming. The
figure varies from year to year, but it is a minimuwf $3.5
million per year.

Is the government committed to transferring attléhis
amount every year to the college to help fund tiigject?
When will that money start flowing?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As the member opposite referenced
there are a number of those workers who do comenankl in
our mines from outside the territory. This is oridh® oppor-
tunities we have to train Yukoners for those jaat texist di-
rectly in the industry. Education is also workinghwEconomic
Development on some recruitment and retentionaiiits of
some of those mine workers who travel in from otparts of
Canada right now.

With respect to the member opposite’s question,rasn-
tioned earlier, we have the executive directorhef tentre for
northern innovation in mining who in place rightwaowe're
looking at other avenues of funding. Once we geidaa of
what industry and federal government commitments lve,
we’ll be able to make a better assessment as to tivda’ukon
government’s contribution will have to be.

Mr. Silver:
project as recently as last week in advance ofGhescience
Forum. It is one | strongly support, and | defiljtevant to see
it go ahead. The college has identified the need foew facil-
ity as part of the project. When | asked the marisast week
about funding this new expansion at the Whitehcesapus of
Yukon College, he was noncommittal. The funding fois
project needs to be in place very soon if the gells going to
go into construction in 2014. There is nothing le tbudget
before us and there is nothing identified in theeggoment’s
own long-term capital plan for this building.

Will we see a commitment for the new facility froims
government, and how much will it commit?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned, this project not only
has the support of the Member for Pelly-Nisutlirthnihe mo-
tion he introduced last week, but it also has thygpsrt of gov-
ernment and all our caucus on this side of the Hous

Going back to my previous answer, the executiveatiar
is in place right now looking at sources of fundfngm indus-
try and from other levels of government, includihg federal
government. Once we have an idea of what our duriton
will need to be on the operation and maintenanceagpital
side, we’ll be able to reflect that with what we thge Yukon
government have to commit to a project that wilhgrtraining
and opportunities to Yukon residents in the mirimdustry.

Question re:  F.H. Collins Secondary School gym

Mr. Tredger: The Minister of Education has pro-
posed that, to accommodate gym classes at F.HnE€alliring
construction of the new facility, students would based
around Whitehorse to the Canada Games Centre had w#n-

ues. | have done some math on this idea. Loadirdpsts into
buses will take approximately five minutes. Thevdrio the
Canada Games Centre is another 12 minutes. To dirtlea
bus, three minutes. For students to change intdspgear and
get on to the court, another five minutes. To cleawen fin-
ished, another five minutes. Total: 25 minutes.ti®# every-
thing goes well. The return trip is another 25 nbésu Mr.
Speaker, that is a total of 50 minutes out a 72dieirclass.
Even with double booking, students — over one tluifdhe
class — will miss out for two years. Where is tease in that?

If the minister wants to put students first, hom d¢e jus-
tify this emerging logistical nightmare?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | attended the November 22 open
house, along with the deputy minister and a nunabesenior
officials from the Department of Education. Soméaps were
presented for the delivery of student PE activitesl other
gym activities. There are a number of resourcegabla in the
community for teachers to utilize in planning th&E pro-
grams. A number of concerns were expressed notlpnlyar-
ents who were in attendance, but also by studehtsnd had
the opportunity to talk to there.

As | mentioned in a previous answer, we're lookintp
some fiscally responsible options for a temporamat F.H.
Collins during the construction period. Again, wenit know
the budget for this project until the middle of Jary, if we are
able to award a tender successfully based on thieestimates
that we've proposed. So after that time, we’ll béeao hold an

The minister and | have talked about thisopen house, discuss some of these temporary gyionepat

F.H. Collins. Again, we're committed, obviously, pooviding
the resources for students to have a gym — not duling the
PE time, but also the rep teams.

| did have the opportunity to go to F.H. Colling tbe vol-
leyball tournament on Friday, and | also visited #thool to-
day at lunch time to check out the activity in gyen.

Mr. Tredger:
7:30 in the morning to 8:00 or 9:00 at night. Itused before
school, after school and at lunch time. There ae¥ 400 kids
in the gym at lunch hour. The gym is the hearthef $chool. If
the students aren’t hanging out in the gym, wheitetiey be
hanging out? The photo lab is certainly not bigwgio User
groups from outside the school also have time éngym.

Not having the use of the gym for two and a haHlrgeis
an extremely bad option. The lack of planning amel lack of
consideration for students are unacceptable.

Will the Minister of Education reconsider optionsddook
at options to provide an on-site facility for thadents?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
gym is not going to be available beginning in Ma2bl3.
Removing the old gym was necessary for the newtogetion
to occur on the current site of F.H. Collins, whighs the rec-
ommendation that emerged from extensive consuftatisith
the community that was done by the building adyisammmit-
tee. That's who we turned that over to. They're dnes who
came up with the plan and the programming. Agdis a very
exciting and ambitious plan and programming aruhaid to be
located on that site for a number of reasons.

Presently, students use the gym from

Just for members of the House, the
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As | mentioned, as a result of the concerns thaéwaised
on November 22, we’re looking into fiscally respits op-
tions for a temporary gym at F.H. Collins during ttonstruc-
tion period.

I know that members opposite have continually agked
government to be fiscally responsible with this jpcd and
that's what we intend to do. There is a $55.8 onillcost esti-
mate for the project that we intend not to excé¥d’ll have a
better idea in the middle of January what the budgié be for
this project, and we’'ll be able to make a decisibthat time.

Mr. Tredger: When the building advisory committee
met on it, the time was one and a half years,wotand a half
years — a significant difference. The minister hasdone his
homework. One phone call was made to one tent mugplget
a single estimate. That is not adequate. The meinisas not
considered a tender from other suppliers or otheama of ac-
commodation. He has rejected the option of usitgna Bus-
ing is unacceptable. We must put children beforberot
considerations.

Will the minister involve teachers, parents anddetis
through a building advisory committee to come ughwhore
viable options for physical education classes amehrounity
events while F.H. Collins is under construction?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
opposite criticized the building advisory commitfee coming
up with a plan that would remove the gym for a yerad a half,
which was extended to a two-year construction tfraene so
that we wouldn’t get hit with cost overruns andgbdypes of
things.

What was mentioned on Thursday night is that wabe
prepared to add $1.3 million to the estimate fig imoject. We
are looking at fiscally responsible options foreenporary gym
at F.H. Collins. Department officials are investigg what that
could look like, but the total project estimate$5.8 million
and that’s what we intend to stick with as fartas goes.

Again, we are looking at options for a temporaryngst
F.H. Collins during the construction period. It'schallenge
when the member opposite criticizes the buildingisaty
committee on one question, then asks me to reledtab in
the second question. If he’s on his feet again #fisrnoon,
perhaps he can tell us which option he prefers.

Question re:
strategy

Ms. Stick:
poverty and social inclusion summit was held, whiitcbught
together important perspectives on poverty redanctad the
social inclusion policy. The Yukon government hasl hhree
years to draft a social inclusion and poverty sggt We un-
derstand the strategy is making the final roundsoofsultation
with all stakeholders, and we look forward to sgdiold lead-
ership from the government on social inclusion goderty
reduction.

Can the minister provide a date when the socidlgian
and poverty reduction strategy will be released?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | won’t even attempt to provide
an exact date. As the member opposite has statstk doing
our final consultations. We're trying to make suse,members

Social inclusion and poverty reductio n

opposite will appreciate, that we're very inclusiwéth this
policy and that we get the policy right.

I will be bringing it to our Cabinet sometime withihe
next month. Shortly after that, | imagine, we Viadl releasing it
to the public.

Ms. Stick: I'm glad to hear that this is still moving
forward because, since the summit, more Yukonerselying
on the food bank for their nutritional needs. We'seen a
growing income inequality and more people livingpioverty.
We have high hopes that the strategy will be viaigrand in-
corporate ideas from those living in poverty anel preople and
organizations who work with them, and, of coursevjie a
clear path toward a better Yukon.

Can the minister inform the public how much monag h
spent on the social inclusion file to date, anchpps provide a
ballpark number about how much the strategy wiitdo im-
plement in the short, medium and long term?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The member only has to look
back in previous budgets to find out what has lmmmt in the
last two years. It's there in the budget, and I'oresif the
member wanted to look, she would find out. She @aalko
find out what was put in this year's budget asrget | will go
back through the budget documents, write out thasabers

In his previous question, the member for her and present them as soon as possible.

Question re: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act

Mr. Barr: All but two jurisdictions in Canada require
a reason for tenants to be evicted, and thereegiinhate rea-
sons for evictions, including non-payment of redgmage to
the unit, illegal activity and the landlord’s pensb use, which
could be to demolish the building, sell the builgliconvert it
to a condo, undertake major repairs or use it &orae for
themselves or a family member.

Most jurisdictions require a landlord to provideeason to
kick a person out of their home. Only two jurisébas do not:
New Brunswick and the Yukon. Why does the Yukontyrar
believe that allowing tenants to be evicted withauteason
represents a balanced approach to landlord andttamas?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | have stated all along, and as |
believe all members on this side of the Legislatsteted last
week in response to the current bill before theefsdsy, the
government is very pleased to put forward modesidential
tenancy legislation that reflects a balance betwberinterests
and the rights of landlords and tenants. We cdwtdaok for-

It has been over three years since the antiward to debating the specifics of the bill.

We certainly look forward to debating the specifaéshe
bill, but the bill before us does respond to a nandf concerns
and issues that have remained inadequate oveetrs.y

This is the very first time that any government aofy
stripe has really touched this legislation in waler 50 years.
We look forward to moving forward on a whole hostrec-
ommendations from the select committee — eightifipeec-
ommendations, and moving forward in a more balanstzh-
dardized matter.

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, the government’'s logic is
flawed. The newResidential Landlord and Tenant Act will
continue to allow this unfairness to tenants. Ne should be
tossed out of their home without reason. The Yukuman
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Rights Commission said as much in its submissidhedSelect
Committee on thé.andlord and Tenant Act. The commission
wrote that the act should state: “... when a landlevitts a
tenant, there must be cause for the eviction, wklobuld be
clearly identified. Evictions based on any of tre¥gmnal char-
acteristics protected under human rights law, sagkource of
income, family status, disability are discrimingtér

Why does the Yukon Party government insist on dtgw
a practice that is opposed by the Human Rights Cesiom
and has been outlawed by most jurisdictions in Gafa

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The Government of Yukon is re-
sponsible for landlords as well as tenants, atglthis govern-
ment’s approach to proceed with the modernizednenkegis-
lation that adheres to the interests and the rightsoth land-
lords and tenants.

| appreciate what the members opposite have bemu-ar
lating over the course of the sitting and thabisdally promote
rent controls, to promote the prohibition of rentalits from
being converted into condos and the list goes ohwe on this
side of the Legislature are responsible to all Yheées. That's
why we are proceeding with provisions that addresg in-
creases. It really does address ending tenancib®wicause
and with cause and overholding. It provides a nespude reso-
lution mechanism based on mediation and alternapute
mechanisms. We look forward to proceeding with légsla-
tion and debating the merits of the bill.

Mr. Barr:
sible, and the position flies in the face of puldentiment and
the work of the select committee. The Yukon AntiExdy
Coalition said: “Landlords should certainly havee thight to
evict tenants for reasons...”

In the public consultation held this summer, mamukadh-
ers said there should always be a reason for eniclihe select
committee’s first recommendation was that the new ke
based on best practices and that causes be cipetlgd out.

Eliminating evictions without cause will not diméfi land-
lords’ rights to evict for legitimate reasons. Is@ respects
landlords’ rights to sell, demolish, renovate ocuuay the unit
themselves.

Will the government work with the Official Oppositi to
amend the bill to end unfair evictions without re=®

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm finding a disturbing trend here
by the members of the opposition and that is byr tility to
cherry-pick certain specific submissions put fdsthYukoners
and not telling the complete story. Likewise, tlowernment is
adhering to all select committee recommendatiarerporat-
ing best practices, modernizing the language of dabe —
again, note the consideration of a separate actefidential
and commercial tenancy, clarifying rights and resiloilities
of both landlords and tenants, providing for rergindards,
eviction, termination of tenancy — providing clgrion secu-
rity and damage deposits, providing a modernizedude reso-
lution mechanism and enforcement. We're increaginglic
education; we have enhanced dollars within the’ydardget.
It's unfortunate that the members opposite haved/@tgainst
all that. The members opposite find housing so venyortant

yet they continue to vote against housing-spedifitatives in
this budget.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We'll proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, |
request the unanimous consent of the House tdvlbn No.
309 for debate at this time.

Unanimous consent re proceeding with Motion No.
309
Speaker: The Minister of Energy, Mines and Re-
sources has requested the unanimous consent éfdhee to
call Motion No. 309 for debate at this time. Isrth@nanimous
consent?
Some Hon. Members:
Some Hon. Members:
Speaker:

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 51 — Residential Landlord and Tenant Act —
Second Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 51, standing in the
name of the Hon. Ms. Taylor; adjourned debate,Hba. Mr.

Agreed.
Disagreed.
Unanimous consent has not been granted.

The Yukon Party is defending the indefen- Cathers.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It's a pleasure to rise again in
concluding my remarks on Bill No. 5Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act — although it is very disappointing to see that
the NDP doesn’t even want to talk about having rorimed
dialogue on the oil and gas industry. With thatyrbp up my
remarks.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It is with pleasure | rise today for
an opportunity to support the legislation that isving for-
ward, theResidential Landlord and Tenant Act. Unfortunately,
| wasn't able to hear some of the debate — sombettom-
ments that were made at the end of last week —+dblike to
begin by acknowledging and thanking the MinisteCofmmu-
nity Services and her department for the incredéteount of
work that has occurred to get us to where we ataytoto be
able to have this legislation here in this faltisg in 2012 — to
be able to move forward with this. It was a tremmmiamount
of work and, again, they were up to the task. $o want to
thank the minister and her department as well.

I'd also like to acknowledge the comments | readhia
paper by the NDP, who were commenting on the faat this
legislation is a 110-percent improvement over tisting leg-
islation, and that’s exciting to hear from the NDP.

For this legislation — | guess the original act gdack to
1954, and then there was a part added in 1972nk thinor
amendments were made in 1982, but there reall\bbhas not
much of substantial change to this legislation &most 60
years. It was created to be able to ensure proteatid balance
for legal rights and interests of both landlordsl denants.
What we are moving forward with in this fall sitrand this
piece of legislation is also about maintaining ¥bey important
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balance between landlords and tenants and indeethyiswe
insisted that we would move forward withLandlord and Ten-

ant Act versus what the NDP were continuing to refer tpuas
a tenancy act.

There was a Select Committee on Itlaadlord and Tenant
Act. The Yukon Party government put this together viith
focus on residential tenancy, and its Yukon-widestdtation
resulted in eight high-level recommendations. Téisnmer,
there was a discussion paper that included detgitdidy op-
tions arising from those recommendations and autditi pro-
posals based on best practices that we have sekteard
about from other jurisdictions.

These eight recommendations included incorporéabiesf
practices — so, use of written tenancy agreemeses of con-
ditional inspection reports, new dispute resolutfmocesses
outside a court, security deposits and condo anhbilenpark
conversions, to also address those issues. Thedetas to
modernize the language of the act and consideparate act
for residential tenancy.

The newResidential Landlord and Tenant Act creates leg-
islation that will only deal with residential ter@es. It uses
plain language as much as possible and is construotwalk
the reader from matters at the start of the tenaduasing the
tenancy, at the end of the tenancy, and then & gde the dis-
pute resolution processes and enforcement.

Rights and responsibilities — each section of the mact
sets out rights and responsibilities of landlordsl denants;
when the rights, responsibilities and obligationsai tenancy
agreement take effect; the landlord’s right to hearg paid on
time; the tenant’s right to privacy; the landlord&sponsibili-
ties to comply with rental standards, and tenaspaasibilities
not to damage the unit.

For rental standards, the new act contains a seoticthe
landlord and tenant obligations to repair and naéintental
units. It requires landlords to comply with exigtiapplicable
legislation and with the new minimum rental stanidathat will
be set out in subsequent regulations. It statdastéhants must
maintain the unit in good repair and must pay @mdges they
cause.

There is also a notice with cause for eviction, Hrelnew
act clearly sets out the landlord’s reasons fo4-ady notice of
eviction or “notice with cause” — for example, foon-
payment of rent; the tenant repeatedly late payirar rent;
unreasonable number of occupants within the ramé| sig-
nificant disturbance or jeopardizing the healthsafety of oc-
cupants; damage to property; illegal activity; stblithout
written consent of a landlord; or the tenant gifadse informa-
tion to prospective tenants or buyers.

Now the tenant can also terminate the tenancy With
days’ notice if the landlord does not comply witte ttenancy
agreement.

The Residential Landlord and Tenant Act adds new mini-
mum termination of tenancy provisions for landlordsx
months’ notice for condo conversions, 18 monthgiagofor
mobile park closure and two months’ notice fortatiminations
without cause, which right now with the existingilation is

only one month’s notice. The tenant’s minimum retto the
landlord does not change, and will remain at a@@dnotice.

This also speaks to security and damage deposiis |69-
islation establishes clear provisions around secwéposits.
One deposit only and limited to a maximum for onenth’s
rent can be put toward any debt owed to the laddithe end
of the tenancy. It can be used as last month’saelyt with the
landlord’s written approval. It sets out what happd parties
disagree about use of the deposit. Condition irtgpeceports
are important.

It also discusses dispute resolution and enforcenidris
act creates a director and deputy directors ofleggial tenan-
cies who will investigate and hear disputes andissue orders
to either landlords or tenants to comply. The nesidential
tenancies branch will be established in Commungyises,
where landlords and tenants can apply for dispeselution.
The branch will also provide informal dispute res@n and
public education.

Enforcement and compliance with the act will beieedd
by director orders, which can require withholdingrent, re-
ducing the rent, imposing a significant administeatpenalty,
possession of rental unit to the landlord, payn@#ndamages
or proof that rental standards have been met —apsrby an
inspection. Director orders can be filed and erdgdravith the
Supreme Court. Of course, there can be new offemcégpen-
alties as well.

What's very important is increased public educatiowmer
the next several months, all new public educatiabemals will
be developed. There will be the use of a varietyools, in-
cluding social media, plain-language questions andwers
and pamphlets, and in-person information sessidtisoecur.
Public education will be a key role of the new desitial ten-
ancies branch.

There are some other changes that are worthy afenas
well: notice of rent increases will be restrictedonce per year
and there must also be three months’ notice for téat in-
crease; clear provisions around overholding tenants aban-
doned property; what tenancies the act does ndy @appand
special provisions for staff housing and housimgHtio-
income. With that, I'm referring to social housing.

There are some next steps that are also requickdhase
include the development and consultation on theiletigns
moving forward, setting up the residential tenasdiganch, the
development with those people in the branch ofpilidic edu-
cation materials, and the implementation of fResidential
Landlord and Tenant Act for the fall of 2013.

This piece of legislation again speaks to balama lzal-
ance is something in fairness to consider. It imething that
this government continues to strive and to workdod work
toward not only with this legislation, but with digislation
and in how we deal with all situations that we comeoss as a
government.

The Residential Landlord and Tenant Act does balance the
interest of both parties — both the landlord antate — and
clearly sets out their rights and responsibilitiégloes provide
for independent and easily accessible dispute ugsol and
supports a healthy private rental market.
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This is just another milestone along the way o$ thov-
ernment’s hard work toward ensuring fairness fadlards and
for tenants. It also goes along with some of thel veork and
the great work done by our caucus and our minisierall the
aspects we have with regard to the housing contintinat oc-
curs from emergency shelters right through to homeership
at the other end. We are engaged at all levelsgwarnment
to continue to see that we can address those issuegriori-
ties of Yukoners. We're very proud that we agaimehbots for
sale at the counter, where Yukoners can move fatveerd
purchase a lot.

We see the stabilization of housing prices. Suhjelst by
looking at some of the ads in the papers, we'réngean in-
creased number of vacancies in the rental marketeeople
have opportunities to get rent that way. We're &xtby some
of the innovative stuff the minister responsible féukon
Housing Corporation is putting forward, creatingpogunities
for people who are paying their rent but are nd¢ &b save the
amount of money they need to take that next stap hiome
ownership and thereby create opportunity to creggty for
themselves.

We will continue to work toward seeing that we came
up with a program that will address this issueelidve, as a
result of that, we will create more flexibility the rental mar-
ket. In a free-market system with demand and syppfgel
confident that we’ll then also begin to addressissees around
the rents that are out there. In fact, we haveadirdeen seeing
that, with more availability of rental spaces isthommunity,
that in fact starts to apply pressure on the prices

This government is very proud of the work that tlzeg
doing. Again, I'd like to acknowledge the ministard her de-
partment for the incredible amount of diligencé&knbw there
were a lot of people who were skeptical whethenweald be
able to move forward by the fall session of 2012hwthis
legislation, and we’'re very proud to be able tesdo

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to begin by thanking the mem-
bers opposite for acknowledging that the NDP isndagjust
what we told the people of the Yukon we would doe Afe
supporting good ideas; we're holding the governnaamiount-
able; and we will bring forth constructive and drea im-
provements to legislation.

I'd like to thank the select committee and memldrthe
Department of Community Services and the Ministe€Com-
munity Services for bringing forth this legislatiomhere’s
much to be said for it. I'm pleased to have thearpmity to
put the NDP Official Opposition caucus positionrecord yet
again. The NPD Official Opposition has been cléae: bill is
an improvement and there is much within this hiittwe sup-
port, including minimum health and safety standanulgin
language, elimination of the last month’s rent atatification
of security deposits, standardized tenancy agretsmarspec-
tion reports and dispute resolution.

We have also been clear that there are major gatpadi
dressed by the bill. It still continues the archaractice that
tenants can be evicted without cause and it doepmvent
price gouging.

We are hopeful that the government will work wittet
opposition to address these gaps in order to givieolers an
improved and moderiResidential Landlord and Tenant Act.
We have been clear that the modern landlord arahtemles
need to contain fair provisions to prevent pricagjng.

Most jurisdictions have, through regulations, sopee
rameters by which rents can be increased. Somsdjations
have a form of rent review, a mechanism by whictaigs re-
ceiving a rent increase can have recourse to Haveinount
reviewed and overturned. This could be triggereddngiving
a huge increase of, say, 50 percent — not unhdatdrimg the
current housing crisis primarily in Whitehorse.

Some jurisdictions have rules on fair rent increadsased
on a formula. For example, rent may increase atragmtage
mirroring rises in the consumer price index plusaaditional
percent rise. There are also rules for additiorat increases
for landlords who install new appliances, conduefan reno-
vations or units that are grossly undervalued ikgdb the av-
erage rents in a local housing market. That shaaddress
many of the concerns | heard from across the walansday.

There are many tools at a government’s disposateeent
price gouging. We believe it's time for the Yukanhave clear
rules to prevent that. So far, the government hasva no will-
ingness to do something to prevent it. They seebelieve that
there is no role for government, that they wilieat up to the
market.

It is consistent with their Lot 262 failure. The kKan Party
said they had a plan to get more affordable housititg on the
market, but their plan simply involved asking thievate sector
for ideas. Then they rejected these ideas. We arelaser to
having more affordable housing in the Yukon. Intfakis bill
contains no abilities for the Yukon government t@serve
affordable rental housing stock from condo conversi

But government does have a role and a respongilmilit
ensuring that a range of housing needs are metgaendrn-
ment does have an important role in creating fd@s that rec-
ognize the rights and responsibilities of landloads tenants.

On Thursday, Yukon Party members talked a great dea

about how their bill, théesidential Landlord and Tenant Act,
was balanced. “Balance” seems to have become thisrg-
ment’'s favourite buzzword in regard to everythifgeyt do.
They claim this even if the facts show somethirféedent.

Let’s not forget the government’s claim that thglan for
the Peel is one of balance. A lot of Yukoners waligpute this
and say their plan is unbalanced — that it favaurs industry
over the needs of land users. First Nation govemspevho are
threatening legal action around unilateral actigntibe gov-
ernment, fail to see the balance in their plantfier Peel, and
neither do the majority of Yukoners, who have ghiely want
this unique watershed protected. So the governmesidim
that the bill is balanced needs to be examined.

The Community Services minister said the new lagjish
is balanced and will benefit landlords and tenauapsally. The
bill continues to permit tenants to be evicted withreason,
and it does not stop price gouging.

When | consider balance and when | think aboutrzsa
— sometimes in relationships, there is an inheimbalance in
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that relationship. That is when it's important fitve govern-
ment or agency to step in and ensure that theaesdtip is fair
and safe for all.

When somebody is looking for housing in a veryidifft
market they are already in an unbalanced posifldrey are
restrained by factors of income. They are restthimgthe va-
cancy rate and they are restrained by the neethdoatccom-
modation for them and their family in a tight hawgimarket.
That creates an imbalance.

Quite often — not always, but quite often — thediand
has a financial position that is superior to thetee We know
that with a higher income usually comes a bettarcation,
more confidence and more ability to use variougspaf the
system so that it works in their favour.

I've met a lot of landlords and a lot of tenantsl amave a
great deal of respect for the landlords in ouritmy who have
purchased buildings and houses and shared themgthment-
ing with those people who are looking for residendehave
met people who have converted their basement dtr dgjar-
den suite to help alleviate the housing shortag€éukon. I've
talked to industry members who have bought and irdxda
housing so their staff could work and live in thekeén. | have
the utmost respect for landlords, but they arenoiftea position
that is better served than the tenants.

The Minister of Justice said the fundamental flawthe
NDP logic is that tenants need some special plioteetgainst
eviction, but not to offer landlords the same peote. What
he is really saying is: landlords should be ablevizt without
reason.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Member for Mayo-Tatchun,
in my view, contradicted Standing Order 19(g) byputing
false or unavowed motives to another member. Hereated
comments by the Minister of Justice and then thenbker for
Mayo-Tatchun went on to say something that wasriglean-
trary to what the Minister of Justice said and roted.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: | don'’t believe there’s a point of order but |
will have to check the Blues to locate the exactdivay. | may
have heard it differently. I'll check the Blues tormow and
give a ruling then, if required.

Member for Mayo-Tatchun, please continue.

Mr. Tredger:
and opposition, that the currehéindlord and Tenant Act is
archaic and has outlived its usefulness. It iseemély unbal-
anced and we would be more apt to call it the LamdAct, but
this bill, unless we amend it — and that is ousweliiton —
misses out in restoring the balance.

The minister has said the bill overwhelmingly refiethe
work of the select committee and the 200 commérgptiblic
submitted as part of the consultation, but thecselemmittee’s
first recommendation was that the new act be basethest

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on

practices. Eliminating no-cause eviction is a lpeattice many
jurisdictions in Canada have adopted. Rules for fant in-
creases have been adopted by most jurisdictionGaimada.
Why did these best practices not make it to thal fadit of the
legislation?

All but two jurisdictions in Canada require a reador
tenants to be evicted, and there are legitimateoreafor evic-
tions, including non-payment of rent, damage touthi, illegal
activity and landlord’s personal use, which couédtb demol-
ish the building, sell the building, convert itaocondo, under-
take major repairs or use it as a home for themasetv a fam-
ily member.

It's not unreasonable to ask for cause. Most jictszhs
require a landlord to provide a reason for kickengerson out
of their home. Only two jurisdictions do not — NeBvuns-
wick and Yukon. In their submission to the seleatnmittee,
the Yukon Human Rights Commission said no one shbel
tossed out of their home without reason. The comsionssaid:
“The act should state that when a landlord evidenant, there
must be cause for the eviction, which should barbladenti-
fied. Evictions based on any of the personal chiaretics pro-
tected under human rights law such as source ofrie¢ family
status, disability, etc. are discriminatory.”

The Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition said, “Landlordsaaild
certainly have the right to evict tenants for remsa” In the
public consultation held this summer, many Yukonsesd
there should always be a reason for eviction. Elating evic-
tions without cause will not — and | repeat willtre- dimin-
ish a landlord’s right to evict for legitimate reas. It also re-
spects the landlord’s right to sell, demolish, nete or occupy
the unit themselves.

We hope that this best practice supported by thectse
committee and echoed in public comments will bereskkd
through an amendment to the bill.

As | said, the NDP supports the intent and mucthhef
content in this bill. However, we do feel improvemtgecan and
should be made. | personally have a few concerdsparhaps
they will be addressed in the legislation. Theldihment of a
residential tenancy director and office would b&llshed in
Whitehorse.

I would hope the government would work to make sure

that rural members had access to that and that there ways
to make that available — and through education thmdugh
continually reporting, let all the public know d§ iavailability
and its options. | noticed talk about an accessiidpute reso-
lution process and an independent advisor to db Again, |
hope that is available to people in the rural comities where

It is agreed by all sides, governmentit may be needed. | like the idea of a pre- and-pi@sving —

that would have helped me in a number of places Ithave
rented in my past — and written tenancy agreemendasn a
little bit concerned, in terms of renting and tetsaand land-
lords, that there is a significant population ie thukon strug-
gling with literacy. | like the idea that the astwritten in plain
language. Even at that, though, it is fairly diflicto under-
stand at times. So | hope one of the duties ofréisédential
tenancy director, or his office, would be to hefperpret and
perhaps provide assistance to landlords and temariisey get
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used to this new act and what exactly should ba pme- and
post-viewing, what you can ask for and what you egpect, as
well as in terms of the tenancy agreements, sothuese who
are struggling with literacy or who are feelingenare or just
want a place to live, do not get caught up in tleedng and
end up not being served by some of the good thimgss new
act.

| would also mention that a number of landlordsel'v
talked to have expressed some concern about upgraaid
meeting standards and whether they will have timentet
those standards and what they do with the tenahtnvthey
are refurbishing or remodelling a unit — the moatdvhatever
it is — so it renders the unit safe. Landlords dwéh some
guestions about that and how much time they woaldeho
put it in place and where they could go with it ke tcost of
implementing the new standards and whether thablis to be
passed on and where people will go with it.

We did have one question about pet deposits. Latsllo
have asked about an additional pet deposit, so whegn
they're renting to someone who wants to have petsheir
house — dogs are an important part of the Yukon raady
tenants would like to have dogs — will there beogtion for
an additional pet deposit, so that the landlor¢asered and
can feel comfortable renting to tenants with pets?

Having said that, | would reiterate once again KigP’s
stance on this. We do like the intent of the aod ¢here is
much that is encouraging about it. We feel thhag made a lot
of improvements, and can and should be amendedveoah¢o
make it even more fair and more balanced.

Speaker:
speak to this, I'll ask the Minister of Communitgr8ices for
her closing comments.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank all members of the
House for their comments. Very interesting commerase
been put forth on the floor. To be very sure, #fternoon there
will be some interesting discussion.

| want to start by just again going back to theesetom-
mittee that was struck a number of years ago —ifpeadty,
their report that they tabled in 2010 on ttendlord and Ten-
ant Act. There was recognition by all parties of the Asisigrat
that time, as there is today, that there was ttegl he modern-
ize and update the legislation seeing that we Inaveseen any
major revisions to the act since the 1950s.

| want to go back to the actual report. Of coutke,select
committee was comprised of all political partiepressented in
the Legislative Assembly. It's interesting. Withayétting into
the specifics, under the conclusion, it said, “Td@nmittee
feels that the primary purpose of the act is, dmalkl remain,
to balance the rights and protections of the lamdiand the
tenant. The committee believes that principles nbeskept in
mind when the act is amended so that it promotsgtipe and
respectful relationships.”

The report then also goes on to say, “The commibee
lieves that a fair and equitableandlord and Tenant Act will
clearly lay out the rights and responsibilitiesatif parties. It

will clearly define to whom it applies. It will bahce the rights
and protections of both landlords and tenants.illt provide
clear definitions. And finally, the legislation Whe accessible
to the majority of Yukoners.”

I want to thank the select committee and the mesivbio
contributed to those recommendations. In the lestien, this
party, this side of the Legislature, won a mandatadhere to
the recommendations of the select committee. Theztseom-
mittee made eight specific recommendations thattlired for
the members opposite earlier today. The governrhaatad-
hered to that, all the while maintaining our ovekéing com-
mitment for a balanced piece of legislation. | wenthank our
Department of Community Services, working in cofledtion
with other departments, for their hard work in eefing upon
what Yukoners had to say, including landlords, tésaand
other members of the public, and moving forth ibadanced
and measured approach to this legislation.

There has been a lot of interesting dialogue. Wthenac-
tual committee went on to say that the act primspshould
promote positive and respectful relationships, Yent say it
does disturb me to some degree that the memberse dfiDP
caucus continue to refer to price gougers andaab, the cur-
rent piece of legislation that we have is a landilact. Where
do you begin with that?

The government has worked hard to reflect uporcaih-
ments that have been brought forward by Yukonersphsider
the current market and consider where we were, avher are
and where we could go. As | have stated and adlIstete
again and again for the members opposite, the Gowemt of
Yukon is moving forward on a number of fronts. TResiden-

As all members have had the opportunity totial Landlord and Tenant Act is but one mechanism by which

we are moving in response to the needs of Yukoaetsto
respond to the housing needs of all Yukoners.

| heard on the floor of the Legislature — | thiknias the
Member for Takhini-Kopper King — that there’s nousing
strategy, the government has done nothing, it hessh lone-
offs. | would not coin the single-parent family ig=nce in
Riverdale as being a “one-off”. In fact, that iseally impor-
tant housing initiative that this government aneivous Yukon
Party governments have worked hard on. The liohares of
those single-parent families happen to be womerchitdren.

It's unfortunate because the previous NDP votednaga
that initiative, just like they have voted agaissicond-stage
housing in collaboration with the Yukon Women'’s fisdion
Society. They voted against $35 million plus woah land
development expenditures in this year’s budget.

The Government of Yukon has worked hard over tise la
number of years. Specifically, over the last thyears, we
have come through with over 550 residential lotshatvdo
members opposite choose to do?

There is a need for land development; there’s al riee
housing initiatives right across the spectrum of thousing
front, and members opposite, including the curtezdder of
the NDP, vote against it.

When we talk about addressing the needs of Yukdneas
balanced and responsive approach, and then wecbeenents
from the members opposite referring to price gosigerd how
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that the current act we have is just a landlord lagbn't think

that is promoting respectful relationships betwéamdlords

and tenants. Yes, the government recognizes therghartfalls
in the current act and that is, in fact, why theegoment has
come up with a piece of legislation within a ye&it® renewed
mandate to adhere to the select committee recomatiend.

When we talk about best practices in the rest efcbun-
try, it is interesting to know that when it comesrént controls
— such as what the NDP opposite is promoting —etlere
only four jurisdictions in the country that haveoskn to adhere
to that. It's not for me to say whether that ishtigr wrong.
Given our circumstances — what we promoted durireglast
election and what we have heard, we have chosetonmio-
ceed with what the NDP is promoting.

Instead of trying to restrict the private rentalrked, we
believe we need to actually do more to encourageldads to
invest in new properties; to encourage landlord$ntest in
their current investments — private investments thsy way,
because at the end of the day it is private investnm hous-
ing. So we have to find that balance, and we h¥ve.have
enhanced the notice provisions for notice withcatise from
one month to two months for landlords; for the te@msathat
remains at 30 days. When it comes to condo coruessi—
and | thank the Liberal Party for supporting thi going for-
ward, and | support the Member for Klondike. Butemhit
comes to the NDP, what we have heard is that, ymwk on
the condo-conversion front, not one province anitt@ty in this
country have actually gone there.

Some municipalities have gone there. They havedddk
use different zoning controls, through their bylpmcess, but
the government is very supportive of finding thatamce be-
tween both the interests and rights of landlordstanants.

There was a lot of discussion about the lack adrdfible
housing. Over the past number of years — severakye- the
Government of Yukon has invested well over $10diomilin
different housing initiatives in all parts of thextitory. That has
resulted in well over a 40-percent increase in dvailable
housing stock through Yukon Housing Corporationdénthe
previous NDP government, there was no investmeafford-
able housing initiatives.

This government, on the other hand, has choseavir
age dollars through the federal government, wheitreCan-
ada stimulus funding or through various housingatives.

I’'m very proud to be able to support a new 34-ssémiors
independent living housing complex at 207 Alexan8&eet.
But to be sure, the Leader of the Official Oppasitand her
party will — well, in fact, they have: they votedainst it.

Options for Independence housing for FASD clients
something we also went to the polls on. Again, NP voted
against it. Second-stage housing — Betty's Haveris—n-
credibly important housing for those families whe dleeing
abusive relationships, looking for that transitiohausing for
12 to 18 months. Again, the members opposite vatginst it.
Emergency youth shelter — the Minister of Healthl Social
Services in collaboration with Skookum Jim Frierigs@entre
— again, adding to the mix of that housing spectriimmm
emergency shelter all the way through to making é@nvner-

ship more attainable, whether it be through thekwafr the
Yukon Housing Corporation, whether through land elep-
ment, or whether it be all the way through to tlatmuing
care — we have added a number of beds for contincime
and, again, the members opposite voted against it.

Habitat for Humanity — investments in land beingdma
available to support their organization, in suppafrtYyukoners
who do not necessarily have the wherewithal tohgough the
conventional financing options. | could go on a¢arlength
about all of the investments made by the previoukovi Party
government. The ones | just mentioned are justnteicerest-
ments of the Government of Yukon, in collaboratigith the
Government of Canada. There is a whole host obuarinitia-
tives that we are undertaking. The land moderropagiroject
through Justice is a multi-year project and sonmethhat will
help streamline and make more efficient the dejivarland in
support of home ownership.

I won't go into great detail on all that membergpogite
have spoken to — but there are quite a few commentgher
than it is disappointing to hear the NDP memberposjte
again referring to the term “price gougers” and tha act that
we currently have is the landlord act.

I am proud of the bill before us. | believe it doeflect a
balance. We look forward to hearing further comraeindom
the members opposite. We look forward to going iatlothe
provisions of the bill and really reflecting upohet select
committee recommendations and how this bill willfact im-
prove. At the end of the day, | will give creditttte members
of the Official Opposition. They did say that th#l iwas 110
percent better than what it is today.

Although the other day, | think it was the Member f
Takhini-Kopper King who said that it's wrong to gast that
110 percent better means unqualified support. @nelted and
ten percent of nothing is still nothing, and 11@ceet of a bad
thing does not necessarily make it a good thing.| Son't
know. I'm confused.

But we will look forward to getting into the meritf the
bill and talking further as to why members opposteuld
support this bill.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
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Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.
Moation for second reading of Bill No. 51 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitfethe
Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the ChaittentHouse
resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker |eaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order. The matter before the Coftteni is
Bill No. 51, entitledResidential Landlord and Tenant Act. Do
members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Bill No. 51: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
51, entitledResidential Landlord and Tenant Act.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
to Bill No. 51,Residential Landlord and Tenant Act.

The bill before members today supports the goventisie
priority to implement the recommendations of thele&e
Committee on thd.andlord and Tenant Act. It is written in
clear and plain language and balances the right®bligations
of both tenants and landlords. The bill separated_andlord
and Tenant Act into two different pieces of legislation: the new
act, which addresses residential tenancies, anddimenercial
Landlord and Tenant Act, which refocuses the remainder of the
existing Landlord and Tenant Act to address commercial rent-
als only. It also clarifies the types of residehtenancies it
applies to and will help to explain in the legahrfrework
around the landlord and tenant relationship.

A new residential tenancies office is a key featofdéhe
new bill. It will provide binding dispute resolutidor landlords
and tenants that will — except in some very limitestances
— eliminate the need to go to court. In additidms hew office
will provide public education to help landlords aedants un-

| am pleased to rise again to speak

derstand their rights and responsibilities. Incegagublic edu-
cation is an extremely important element of thelanentation
of this bill.

Modernized and strengthened provisions in the nélw
include a dispute resolution process outside thetspmanda-
tory written tenancy agreements and condition iospe re-
ports; clarification on the amount and use of siéguaeposits;
a limit on frequency of rent increases to once y@&r; provi-

b

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-sions for safeguarding the privacy of tenants; jzions for

safeguarding the privacy of tenants as well astgléor land-
lords in dealing with overholding tenants; cledesuand time-
frames for both termination with and without causetice re-
quirements for condo conversion as well as for gkarin use
of mobile home parks; clarifying the rules for settihg and
new enforcement provisions including administratigees and

It has been moved by the Government Housegenalties.

The new bill also provides for regulation-makingnaos,
including the ability to develop minimum rental rsti@rds to
help ensure the health and safety of tenants.

Departmental officials recently briefed members agite
on the details in the bill, and I'd like to takestbpportunity to
respond to some of the questions raised duringattefing.

There were a number of questions regarding minimum
rental standards, what those standards will addness how
they will impact any landlords whose properties may meet
the standards. Officials have begun research on tental
standards are addressed elsewhere in the countryold that
no two jurisdictions are the same. Some are vegh hevel
while others are very detailed. In the developnoénmhinimum
rental standards in Yukon, we need to fully consisleat they
will say, how they can be met by landlords and hbey will
be enforced through the legislation.

As such, as | have committed a number of times twer
course of the sitting, the government looks formaréeeking
full public input on the various elements of thargtards as
part of the development of regulations necessaiynpmement
the new act. We need input on what Yukoners fedemaense
for Yukon. With regard to how long landlords wilhve to en-
sure their properties meet the minimum rental sieshs] this
will also depend on details of the standards thérase We
certainly will take this into consideration as paftthe transi-
tion provisions provided for in the regulations. Palso stated
earlier in the sitting, those regulations, thosei@cpublic con-
sultations, will commence early next year and a$iohg that
will come the development of the regulations tcclefted as a
result, which will then form part of the bill anthiill be fully
proclaimed later on in the year.

Another area of question from members oppositehat t
briefing centred around rent increases. Of coursenewResi-
dential Landlord and Tenant Act does change the frequency of
rental increases. As | have stated a number ofstiméandlord
cannot increase the rent in the first year. Aftattthe rent can
be increased with three months’ notice. | am avlaaethis has
resulted in some tenants facing rent increaseygast The bill
before us today clearly sets out that the rent cate in-
creased in the first year and can only be increases per
year, again with three months’ notice.
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Members opposite have questioned why the new &egisl toward addressing the many operational mattersssacg to

tion does not provide for rent control. As | haustjstated on
the floor of the Legislature, the government remaiommitted
to tabling and adhering to balanced residentizhitiey legisla-
tion and also to ensuring that Yukon has that hgghrivate

rental market. Rent control could result in disaging exist-
ing landlords from continuing to be in the busine§®wning

rental properties. It could also discourage pedmm becom-
ing new landlords, plus the impact of rent contrmlld reduce
the actual number of rental units available intdretory.

Property owners have a right to a return on thein @n-
vestment, and we want to find ways to encourageldwelop-
ment of more rental properties and have a largegntory of
units available in Yukon.

Working with the minister responsible for Yukon Hng
Corporation, we are developing more land and laingchther
programs to assist Yukoners throughout the housigin-
uum.

As | have mentioned, for the first time in yearg have a
supply of building lots available over the countbgnks to the
efforts of the Land Development branch in Commur8isr-
vices. Rather than adopt rent control in Yukon —pddicy, |
might add, that has been dropped by many otheripres and
territories, with only four currently using somerrfo of rent
control. We have instead balanced the interesaradlbrds and
tenants by limiting the frequency of rent increaseshe name
of promoting a healthy private rental market.

Switching to the new provisions on security demshtere
were questions as to why the bill does not spegletwr other
types of deposits. Thanks to the good due diligesmog re-
search provided by department officials in Commurser-
vices and Justice, research has shown us that adnihe juris-
dictions do specifically permit pet deposits, imsocases, like
in British Columbia, the combined value of the petd other
security deposits cannot exceed the value of onghtsrent.

In other provinces, multiple deposits can resulimiaking
it cost-prohibitive for the tenant to enter intéemancy. Again,
the government does not feel that this is the bpproach in
the Yukon. Instead, the bill meets an importanégetommit-
tee recommendation by clarifying and simplifyingoyisions
around the amount and use of security deposit$.Ngil 51
will limit the amount of the security deposit to eomonth’s
rent for monthly or yearly tenancies and one wemkvieekly
rentals. It also provides that the deposit can Utetgvard any
debt owed to the landlord by the tenant at the @ntthe ten-
ancy. The legislation also sets out a clear proéasslealing
with security deposits, including a dispute redoluprocess.

This is a modern, clear and effective bill, whichl foster
a healthy private-rental market and will protece ftimterests
and rights of both landlords and tenants. The tighdif Bill No.
51 is the first step in modernizing residentialaecy law in the
Yukon. In 2013, as I've already alluded to, the gyovnent will
embark on another public consultation on the reéguapack-
age that is necessary to implement the legislation.

These regulations will include Yukon’s first minimu
rental standards. Officials in the Department ofmBaunity
Services will lead this consultation and will alse working

open the new residential tenancy office.

It's important that we work to get this right artiat we
take the time to fully consult with the landlordenants and
others as we prepare to implement this legislatioiits en-
tirety.

Again, | want to thank the many officials in the fdaet-
ment of Community Services, in Justice and the rotfugkon
government departments for the incredible job thaye done
in preparing the bill that is before us today.doalant to thank
the many Yukoners who have participated in thectetem-
mittee review and the consultation that took pleedier this
year.

We expect that the moderniz&esidential Landlord and
Tenant Act will improve the quality of life for Yukoners by
balancing the legal interests of both landlord twhnt. Thank
you.

Ms. Hanson: | just wanted to reiterate what the
Yukon Official Opposition, the New Democratic Partyas
said repeatedly in this Legislative Assembly antsiole these
Chambers in public meetings, in forums that we’'adipipated
in, in conversations with groups as diverse asouariandlord
groups — Anti-Poverty Coalition, Humans Rights Coission
— that we are pleased to finally see the tablingnotlern resi-
dential tenancy legislation. To repeat what I'véds&ecause
it's important: this modern residential tenancyiséation is a
testament to the fact that legislators can, wheallethged, do
the right thing. We've said repeatedly that we dogdi that this
is a good piece of legislation, but it's not thetygiece of legis-
lation. | believe that Yukoners deserve the best bbelieve
that that is what my predecessors — Todd Hardy Steye
Cardiff — pushed this Legislative Assembly over ffears to
do. They were finally successful in getting unanima@onsent
of this Legislative Assembly three years ago thienth to
move this forward.

It's a great testament to the willingness of legisis to
work together that we have this piece of legistatio the state
it is, and we are pleased with many aspects dfthink per-
haps that when the minister says the bill overwireiy re-
flects the findings of the select committee and 200 public
comments that she would have been more accuratytthat it
does reflect most of the findings and recommendatiof the
select committee and a portion of the 200 publime®nts, not
the majority.

Despite the fact that the government in its publiestion-
naire did not ask the public directly, should thbesa form of
rent review or rent control or rent ceiling, eteret, a majority
of Yukoners took the time in responding to the puprocess
to indicate that there should be some way to dédl wental
increases. The public was asked the simple questiainre-
flects what the minister has indicated is in thgidiation:
should the rent increases be limited to once parye

One of the interesting things is that how you fraagues-
tion really does determine the kind of answers geu Despite
framing the question to seek a simple yes or nkoviars be-
ing Yukoners came back with hundreds of other idbathis
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particular area, 46 of the 71 comments in respdnséhat
yes/no question said there should be some way &b wigh
rental increases. Yukoners made comments like, rf&has to
be a ceiling on how much rent can go up by unitfiére needs
to be a cap on rent increases.” Some were quitdaticpabout
that; one person wrote, “Rents are crazy around.Hearalize
the government can't easily legislate prices, thaytshould
have a hand in making sure people are not beingegbti

When the NDP has reflected on the voices of Yuksnier
is not the NDP who talk about price gougers; itis tived ex-
perience of people who have had their rents draabtiin-
creased. | had an e-mail this afternoon from somgheho
told me that her rent in one year had increaseg&2ent.
That's a significant amount for anybody. | don'tokmanybody
in this room or anybody in the listening public vBkeovage has
increased 22 percent in one year.

| have a couple of comments and a couple of questio
It's the intent of the Official Opposition to ngbend an awful
lot of time in long conversation on this, becausedo believe
that this is a substantive piece of legislation. Wéild like to
be able to move as quickly as we can to Commitfethe®
Whole to move through the legislation and addressspecific
clauses as it goes through. I'll set out two oeéhguestions for
the minister and then hopefully we can move forward

One of the questions | would have is that if theeatson is
that the bill reflects the findings of the comméttand the pub-
lic comments, why didn’'t these comments find the@ry into
the drafting of the bill? Was the bill written befothe consul-
tation or what was that all about?

We've heard a number of theories about rent antdinen
creases. The minister just said that any form dffegbking the
issue of how rents are increased would somehova hill on
the private market.

| would point out to the minister and her colleagtibat
the fact is that there has been little or no boidbf rental
properties for a vast number of years in this teryi When
you speak to builders, they'll tell you that it'edause it's very
difficult. The return on investment from rentalsiw. It's not
fast. What we’ve seen being built in this territésycondos —
not private rental accommodation. It's the publiente —
when the federal government put the stimulus fugdliro this
territory, that’s where we started seeing somedngl — some
catch-up — not keep-up, but some catch-up — todéreand
that has built up over the last number of yearsafifordable
rental accommodation.

The private sector wasn't there, because they balvit
was a very long-term investment, and they wereitaplor a
quicker return on their investment. We have had éxplained
to us numerous times when we've questioned devedapehis
territory about why they have made conversions eftain
rental properties in this territory to condos, d@rslsimply be-
cause it's good economics for them. It's not goodthe per-
son who doesn’t have the money to make a down patytoe
purchase a home, but it is good economics.

What we're saying is there needs to be a balanteeoi-
terest of both the private sector, which wantstarreon their
investment — and all the submissions we’'ve seerrem fthe

Anti-Poverty Coalition, the Human Rights Commissienyou
name it — and landlords and tenants alike are gatfiere
needs to be balance. Ignoring it, without any meznsaying
what's fair, doesn’t serve either party, and itaclg leaves
many people in a dangerous position.

We have heard and, as the Official Opposition, weed-
enced the day-to-day realities of people whosesran¢ in-
creased — and | use the words advisedly — by hugsuats.
In response to those very large rental increases the last
couple of years, some tenants haven’t been aldéfdod those
rental increases and have been forced to vacatehimmes or
devote even more of their household budget to tard.seen
and have talked with families where they've hadbting in
extended members of the family — where a workingpt®
with children could no longer afford their rent amdre having
to move in with seniors. It changes the dynamicsheffami-
lies, and it also puts on additional stressesdbatt need to be
there.

For Yukoners not receiving a living wage when teatr
goes up, it means deductions from the food budget) the
children’s ability to participate in recreation —het kinds of
things that lead to the kind of healthy lifestyleat we talk
about when we talk about a wellness strategy. Tisemecogni-
tion that there are cost of living increases fardlards too.
When heating fuel prices increase, so does thetcagierate a
rental housing building. When landlords have tordnova-
tions, they are out of pocket. Good landlords hdaeeright to
increase rent. Nobody | have talked to has disptitat] but we
can have rules that balance this right within thetext of fair-
ness, and that’s all we're talking about — fairnéssall, in-
cluding tenants.

Median rents in the last five years in Whitehorsgehin-
creased 22.8 percent. The vacancy rate in Whitelraght now
is 1.3 percent. If this private sector model thatrer hearing so
much about is working so well what’s holding it kac

There are some fundamental issues at play heres@aw
City — the vacancy rate — this is all accordingtie Yukon
Bureau of Statistics — is at zero percent.

We’'re asking for the members of the Legislative éably
to consider this from the perspective of both thebe invest
as landlords and those who invest as tenants, tinmetheir
security of tenure and their ability to have a pldo live for
more than a short period of time. We know that satier
jurisdictions do place some terms on the rightnireéase rent
in order to ensure that there is fairness, so $klthe minister
to speak to how this new act prevents tenants daicicreased
cost of living in terms of food, fuel and increaselkéctrical
rates — which we are now hearing about — from bédiitg
with massive rent increases as well. How will thelimary
Yukoner deal with a massive increase when all thaber
costs are going up as well? This was a summer tatisa,
which usually doesn’t generate that much interBisé fact that
it got over 200 hits is a good sign. One of thestjoes | would
ask the minister: Why did the government not diyeetsk
Yukoners if they favoured some rules around rectdases
beyond whether rent increases should be limitedntoce per
year? We just spoke about an annual increase atid ih
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So as | mentioned earlier, even though the govembmetive on landlords to impede their efforts to entettweir prop-

didn't ask it directly, a great number — actuallye majority
of those who commented — put in some ideas and safme
their lived experience, stating there should be fales that
would prevent unfair rent increases and askingfone provi-
sions that would ensure that all rent increase$aére

My concern and the question that | raised on bebfaffiy
colleagues is why these comments didn’t find they into the
drafting of the bill. How will the person who, aarefrom when
this legislation comes into effect — how will théegitimate
concern about a massive rent increase — and wejaidble
about what is “massive”. | would say anything tisegetting
into 20 percent — and that's small compared to sofmthe
ones we've had come into our office. A 20-percesitrin-
crease, when we're not prepared — there is no aole
agreement on anybody’s table in the foreseeablerduthat
we’ll ever see that kind of increase and when yomline the
increases to rent with the increases in the co$bad and the
cost of fuel, what has to give?

So barring unwillingness to find a way to addreéwes fair-
ness issue — that addresses both the needs ofdridirto
cover their cost and maintain a return on theiestment —
how do we ensure that landlords are not made vaite? And,
more importantly, how are tenants not made vulrerbb this
omission of any mention of an ability to address tbsue of
fairness in rent increases? With that, I'll leatve i

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the Leader of the
Official Opposition for her comments and her quasti Where
to begin — you have to take the bill in its entjrdtcontinue to
say this over and over again, but when the origirzaidiord

and Tenant Act was first crafted, it was crafted on that basic

fundamental understanding of finding that balancat tpro-
tected the rights and interests of both parties.

When | speak of both parties, it is the landlord #re ten-
ant. The select committee that was struck a nurobstears
ago also — as | read earlier today in their repertin their
conclusion and findings — is that it's so fundanaéigtimpor-
tant that that balance be continued.

It's not about any one particular section of thié bithink
when one takes the bill in its entirety, there @eénitely provi-
sions that are in support of tenants, and thergarésions in
support of landlords. It's about finding that batanIn fact,
when we go through each of the specific provisiwithin the
act, one can see that, in many cases, there awsipres in
support of both landlord and tenants, and theretbee provi-
sions that are of specific importance to tenant$ \doe versa
to landlords.

Again, the Yukon government feels, and we beliavehe
bill in its entirety as it is before the LegislaivAssembly here
today, there is that balance. In terms of the selemmittee,
there weren’t any specific recommendation whenaine to
rent control and the approach that the members sifgpare
advocating for — that rent control, payment of rentthere
wasn'’t any specific reference to that. Furthermae,| just
referenced not long ago as well, when you refethtorest of
the country and, again, in doing our due diligenedt comes
down to finding that balance — not making it anyrencestric-

erties or to impede their efforts to make new prtee avail-

able; it is about finding that balance. It is al@aring concerns
as well from tenants in providing that security, have been
able to address some of those concerns. By limitioge rent
increases to only once per year, that isn't necibgthe case

here today in the current act. We don't have treeific pro-

visions. Providing there’s three months’ noticepsh rent in-
creases can be provided once per year, not a oudtivf times
throughout the year.

When we looked at other places in the country inglour
research, we found that the majority of jurisdiotoin the
country don't have those rent controls. To the loéstur abil-
ity, there are only four that currently have ititBh Columbia,
Manitoba, Ontario and Prince Edward Island. Sonmisgic-
tions have implemented those rent controls but letmoved
them, as they determined a detrimental impact & rémtal
housing market over the long term.

We know that there have been instances in somsdjafi
tions that have shown that when rent controls werplace,
construction of rental properties dropped; vacaratgs have
decreased; and fewer units have been made avaftabtent.
When you look at rent controls in jurisdictionsdil@lberta,
Saskatchewan and New Brunswick — those that wepdaice
actually were suspended. Even jurisdictions witht i@ntrols
— we looked at those as well. Additional increases permit-
ted based on a landlord’s capital costs expenditiresome of
those cases. It leads to a very difficult decisasrto whether or
not the capital cost expenditure warrants that ddeetal in-
crease beyond the regulated amount.

In addition, half of those jurisdictions with rehtzontrols
— any new residential rental complexes are exemgh fthe
rent regulations so it does vary in jurisdictions.

As | have stated all along and our caucus has steclithis
at great length as well, it's important to encoersndlords to
continue to maintain their properties, to build teg¢runits in
support of a healthy private rental market. So famperspec-
tive — the government's perspective — rent controdsild
result in discouraging people from becoming or est&tying as
existing landlords in Yukon, and that would haveeay detri-
mental impact on tenants, of course.

In reviewing some of the discussion lansard of the
past, | know that there was some discussion — theshér of
Justice articulated quite eloquently as well alpyos and cons.
To be sure, we understand that there is a grehbtidabate on
this specific issue from all parties. The GoverntrenYukon,
instead of initiating more restrictive measureseither party,
has chosen to work within the government.

I know that the minister responsible for the Yukéous-
ing Corporation spoke at great length about th&iategic
goals, and really one of those goals is to supipdtiatives to
increase the availability and the affordability rehtal accom-
modation in the territory. We recognize that thersmuch more
to be done on this front. Likewise, we also recegrhat we
need to be strategic about this and work in pastiprwith
other governments, other organizations and thef@isector in
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support of the full range of choices along the lmgi€ontin-
uum in the territory.

The minister responsible for the Yukon Housing @oap
tion — through the board of directors — is lookiogfacilitate
access to more attainable, suitable, sustainalvhe lownership
in Yukon. | know the minister announced not long dlge in-
terest of the Yukon Housing Corporation in comimgwith an
attainable home ownership program available forilfasmwho
may be able to hold a mortgage, but do not nedgskawre the
financial means to have been able to build an aaloan
payment.

It's something that has been tried in other judsdns,
and it is something that our government is lookat@gnd cer-
tainly rolling out in short order. There is a sigrant number
of housing options available for Yukoners at thereut time.
As the Minister of Health and Social Services adtated the
other day, accolades go to our municipalities. Whaykn col-
laboration with many of our municipalities — foranple, the
City of Whitehorse — we have been able to make tankige
land available in many corners of the city. In bugr, which is
just up the road from where our family lives, aras been liv-
ing for almost 20 years, a substantive number afsimy op-
tions have been made available for Yukoners — pedirfully
built out. Likewise, with Whistle Bend coming orreim with
the phase 1 lots, we now, for the first time, hiote available
over the counter. Likewise, thanks to the city'sicerted ef-
forts to provide more densification within the ciiynits, we
are finding more land being made available.

Again, it comes down to working with the City of \té
horse. Through their own bylaw process and thrabeir own
efforts, the City of Whitehorse has also promotattal proper-
ties coming on stream — garden suites within irdiiais’
homes. | know members opposite may not think thajdod
enough. | say it's certainly one tool within theltdit to draw
from. A significant number of homeowners within ttigy and
throughout the territory have chosen to make restates
available on their specific properties and make enntal
properties available.

So efforts are being made by all parties, varioogegn-
ment departments and organizations, and the praetéor to
make more housing options available, and we sugpatt It's
not the Government of Yukon's desire to place r&sbns on
those efforts.

Again, as | mentioned, there are provisions witttie
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act that limit those rent in-
creases to only one time per year, after the fgat of tenancy,
with three month’s notice, preventing tenants frioawing their
rent increased a multitude of times per year.

This is really in keeping with many other jurisdlcts in
the country and in keeping with our government’sndae to
provide that balance of interest and, more impdigtait is in
keeping with the government’'s mandate in makingartayme
ownership options available for all Yukoners throagt the
territory.

Ms. White: I'd just like to take this quick opportunity
to thank the officials for their brilliant briefingnd also for

passing on my questions to the minister so sheabbsto an-
swer quite a few of them off the top.

| have a lot of different questions, so I'll justag with
one. How will long-stay hotels be affected by tlevrlegisla-
tion? In accordance with health and safety stargjaiehant
rights and landlord rights, generally how will leatay hotels
be affected?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for her question. The bill contains a sectiam,members
opposite will have learned during the briefing, ttiexempts
certain types of housing from the act. It alsounes a regula-
tion-making power associated with a bill to exerogter types
of housing as identified in the future. So there arcouple of
ways that the bill does approach this issue.

In terms of long-term stays in motels and hotéiat ts one
area that will be considered during developmentefregula-
tions. It's an area that is approached by a vamétsneans by
different jurisdictions so merits a fuller discussiat this par-
ticular time. The true vacation use of motels aotkls is ex-
empted from the legislation and is noted in the bil

Ms. White: I'm just going to refer to them as “long-
stay hotels” because I'm unsure of what else tbtham. Will
tenants within those long-stay hotels have the segigs or
expectations that their health and safety standaiitibe raised
to the adequate levels we talk about?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | just stated, that is to be deter-
mined by way of the regulations when they come é4t.|
mentioned, there will be a suite of public condidta under-
taken on the regulations and this will be one afsthspecific
areas for which we will be obtaining feedback. Wé ke do-
ing more research on the rest of the country ak wel

Ms. White: In clause 14, changes to a tenancy agree-
ment, in 14(2), it talks about making changes m dgreement
and it says only if both the landlord and tenanteagto the
amendment.

What happens if one of the parties disagrees;Xamgle,
if the tenant disagrees with the landlord? | guedbkat case the
landlord would be making the agreement — but if tdeant
doesn’t agree with it and it's really in the landls best inter-
est that the tenant agree, is the landlord abi@tm the dispute
resolution process to get that changed?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Basically, if both parties are unable
to agree to a change or a proposed amendment, ihere
amendment; both parties have to come to an agréemen

Ms. White: In clause 18, when it talks about security
deposits and how they can only be taken at thenbégj of a
tenancy, if we have a long-term tenant in place ainthe be-
ginning of the tenancy the landlord did not ask dosecurity
deposit and the property changes hands, is thelaegord
able to ask for a security deposit or do they hHaveontinue on
with what was set up previously?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Of course the issue of security de-
posits was front and centre during the select cdtamirec-
ommendations, and of course there are provisioisirwthe
bill that do provide that greater clarity on the wf the security
deposits.
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So in a nutshell, no — they have to make that $sgcde-
posit available at the very beginning of the agreetrthat is
struck. Again, the bill does provide a whole hostgoeater
clarity — the one deposit only and limited to theximum of
one month’s rent, but at the beginning of that regeanent. It
can’t be put toward any debt owed to the landldrthea end of
the tenancy either. It can be used as last mongimtsonly with
the landlord’s written approval. It sets out whappens if the
parties disagree about the use of deposits. Tlzdlly reomes
down to the crux of the matter in making conditinspections
essential, to which this specific bill refers.

| should also point out as our officials just reded me
that a new landlord, in assuming any new propertiesuld
also inherit the present agreement.

Ms. White:
7(4) when it's talking about the transfer of setuideposits
between the old landlord and the new landlord, dbesold
landlord also have to include all of the interegtta that point
in the forwarding of the new security deposit? Ditdsave to
include the interest that the old landlord has tzeld be trans-
ferred to the new landlord?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
it doesn’'t necessarily have a simple answer, dhdascase in
some provisions within legislation. As | understamcthen a
new landlord comes along and does have the agrégaseh
just stated earlier — inherits the new agreementdf-eourse,
they would pay the interest for the total time intesl; how-
ever, even though you have the existing agreemedtadso
have a new landlord as well, that's where it getitti@ bit
trickier, in terms of the provision of interest.

But, at the end of the day, the new landlord muast the
interest for the total time. I'm trying to explathis the best |
can. Forgive me, but —

Ms. White:
tend to know an answer for, but it's more the csitio Am | to
understand that the new landlord would be on thekHor the
interest for the entire tenancy, even if, for exemghe tenant
had the rental unit for 10 years first, and thesytmoved out
after a year — the landlord would be responsibtelfb years?
That security deposit doesn’t forward with the iest?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Yes, that’s correct.

Ms. White:
portunity to answer, as opposed to me just ackmigitgy her
nod and moving on. So, for mobile home parks, thestjon is:
Is notice for a pad-rent increase the same astfar aenancies
— so it is three months and it can happen only &imam of
once every 12 months?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:

Ms. White:
inspection. What happens at the end of a tenan®eagent if
the landlord and the tenant disagree on the camditispec-
tions? If the tenant believes it is wear and tewf the landlord
believes it's substantial, what happens then?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In terms of condition inspections,
where there is in fact a disagreement between [metties, that
dispute could be taken to the new dispute resalytimcess as
is administered under the residential tenancigsenff

Yes, itis.

Some of the questions | don't even pre-

The outcome of that is binding, of course. Thabng of
the benefits of having this new office in place amas a fun-
damental recommendation made by the select conamitie
have that option without having to seek redresseurttie
courts.

Ms. White: With that fabulous opening, | was won-
dering if the minister could describe for us theiom of the
residential tenancy office as it stands right néveounds like
it's going to be a very big undertaking and | wasndering if
she could give us a point-by-point response of whatgov-
ernment expects right now within that office.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The residential tenancies office will
be part of the Department of Community Serviceswilt be
headed by a director of residential tenancies vshappointed

Clause 7 it talks about new landlords; inas a member of the public service.

The director will in fact have the authority to dideputy
directors and other administrative staff who witbyide that
information about the legislation and help tenaetolve dis-
putes. This is really fundamental, because it abgghand in
hand with providing the public education. That isywin fact,
we have some $61,000 housed within the supplementar

Sounds like a simple question, but budget that we're talking about on the floor, whisho get the

office up and running.

The crux of the matter is that this is a fundamieptavi-
sion within the act. It provides that alternatepdi® mecha-
nism, other than, as | mentioned, seeking redress fthe
courts. This office is authorized to provide théoimation and
education that would be provided to landlords awhhts and
will also provide mediation and conduct hearingg@putes.

The main function of the office will be to work witboth
parties to provide a wide variety of tools and pailelducation
resources for both parties to know their rights eegponsibili-
ties as outlined within the act.

It will assist with resolving disputes before arfal appli-
cation needs to be made. | think that's absolutay. The
model set out in the bill also provides the auttydior the of-
fice to receive, investigate and mediate dispufesediation is
not possible, as is the case in some circumstattoeslirector
has that ability to conduct a hearing, which mayabpaper
exchange to begin with; it could be held by phdhepuld be
in person; in video conference — providing thakitdity and

| just wanted to give the minister an op- administering that mediation.

The hearing would issue an order by the directaotoply
with whatever the director provides as suitablthat particular
instance. If the order is not complied with, it dae filed with
the Supreme Court by the benefactor of the ordéresfiorced
through the courts. Really, it is about providihgttmechanism
that is available to each and every person. | kttevMember

Clause 39(4) talks about the conditions offor Mayo-Tatchun mentioned having the office — tieav dis-

pute resolution — made available to all Yukoners. lAout-
lined, it could be in person, it could be by phovideo confer-
ence. There are a number of provisions that maliextble
and available to all individuals throughout the ¥ak

There is a significant amount of work to be doreebée
very sure, and that is why we have some additisurces in
the supplementary budget, and in the next budgee tvill be
even more provisions for more public education miate get-
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ting the office actually physically set up, hiriadditional indi-
viduals to oversee these matters, including somarastrative
support as well.

There is a fair amount of work to be done, but e that
the consultation on the regulations will help pdw/iadded
meat, so to speak, to the functions of this aabifede as well.
Again, it will take the regulations and the bill¢dome together
before the bill in its entirety is proclaimed irftrce and effect.

Ms. White: The minister touched on it briefly there in
regard to rural Yukoners and my question is thistatVaccess
will they have to dispute resolution services witlihe com-
munities, and will there be an office where theg ga, so they
can have video conferencing? How will we assisalritukon-
ers in accessing the dispute resolution services?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned, if, in fact, the indi-
vidual is not able to appear in person, provisiailsbe made
available through the office by way of video coefere, phone
calls, or by way of paper — you know, there areusnber of
different venues for expressing concerns. Thabisething to
be worked out in the months to come. It was jusified by
our officials here today regarding utilizing thastig satellite
campuses through Yukon College. Most, if not adlyd video
conferencing abilities and that, to me, would s¢ere a natu-
ral way to start, in terms of making those venueslable to
all Yukoners. But, again, there may be additiorations and
that is something our officials will be working oint the
months to come. We will be clearly articulatingttbg way of
public education materials, advertising and schfort

Ms. White:
happy to know that we’ll be facilitating to makeai$ easy as
possible.

So there are a lot of enabling clauses within e, rsoon-
to-be regulations. We have regulations on secdefyosits, on
health and safety and housing standards, on tenagose-
ments and exemptions, inspections, director’'s duts fees
and administrative penalties. | can only imaginat itis going
to take a long time to get these regulations topthi@t where
they're part of law.

So | have a couple questions based on that. I'mdexng
about interim measures. Particularly, will there ipéerim
measures making workable smoke and carbon monaobeite-
tors mandatory and the responsibility of the lardiloefore this
takes its full effect? When will draft regulatiobe released for
public comment and consultation?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: A number of items will be up for
discussion on the proposed regulations going falwar the
interim, as the member opposite just referredrtdeims of oil-
fired appliances and making those carbon monoxeteatiors
and smoke alarms available in each of those remigéd — as
well as homes, | might add.

As members opposite may recall, the minister resibbm
for Yukon Housing Corporation and | did make anamce-
ment not long ago committing to make this actuaigndatory
in all Yukon households, not just rental propertighat is
something that we are committed to. We are doisgaech on
that because it is not a widely accepted practicevery other
jurisdiction in the country. For example, makingbman mon-

oxide detectors mandatory in every household isetbimg that
would be the very first in the country, as | undensl.

We don’t have too many practices obviously to doanin
this regard. We're looking at existing legislatioie’re look-
ing at existing regulations, whether that is Fiee Prevention
Act and/or regulations. It could be tBeilding Sandards Act
and/or regulations; it could be a combination ofhbdt could
be something else, but it's something we’re conedito doing
and looking to bring forth as early as the nexirgpsitting.

It's something that we are advancing on as expmdity
as we can. Unfortunately, | can’t give the membmposite a
firm date for bringing forth these specific changbst it is
likely that there will be some provisions in plagegor to the
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act coming into force and
effect.

Ms. White:
questions of the officials when we were discussirgylegisla-
tion.

The answers weren’t in some of the responses thistei
gave. | would like to give the minister the oppoity to an-
swer some of those. So when we talk about healthsafety
standards within rental units, and we talk abowt ee're go-
ing to bring them up to a certain standard — urtdading
that’s not set right now — my question is this: Haall those
be identified as needing repair? Is the residetdizncy office
going to check into rental units? Is it up to teedant? Is it up
to the landlord to say, “This is deficient and Igoing to fix
it.” Who is responsible for bringing forward conaoerabout

Thanks to the minister for the answer. I'm health and safety?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Minimum rental standards, as | ex-
pressed in my earlier remarks, are something tibtake a bit
of time, in terms of coming forth with the regutaiimaking
power. It is something that is varied, in termstefapplication
in different jurisdictions right across the country

Of course, there is a section within the bill —uda 33
has to do with obligations of both landlord andatento repair
and maintain the rental units.

In terms of coming forth with those rental standarals |
mentioned, we will be making the installation oftman mon-
oxide and smoke alarms mandatory in all rentalsuditrefers
to the fact that tenants must maintain the uniga@od repair
and must pay for any damages that they causegutires land-
lords to comply with existing applicable legislatidchoused
within other ministries and with new minimum rens¢éhndards
that will be set out in the regulation, of course.

In terms of tenants also responsible for maintgniea-
sonable health, cleanliness and sanitary standiartfe rental
units and not infringing on others’ rights, theyshpay for any
damages they or a guest cause to the property.

The landlord is ultimately held responsible for ypding
and maintaining the residential property in a ctodi that
complies with the health, safety and housing stateleequired
by the regulations and other laws, as | said, hiblseother
ministries throughout the Government of Yukon, amaking it
suitable for occupation by a tenant.

It is largely complaint driven. In fact, if thereaw a con-
cern put forth by a tenant on the standards thaldcbe taken

| had the good fortune of being able to ask
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to the dispute resolution office for discussion -y haking
available and mandatory the condition inspectiopore as
well, and having that agreement between both Earfigain,
having the actual standards in place once they donfrelition
by way of regulation and in terms of meeting staddas set
out in other departments — the ministry of Healtin,example
— and that coupled with the condition inspectioparg, will in
fact provide clarity and expectations on both gartwhen it
comes to this matter of importance.

Chair:
recess?

All Hon. Members:

Chair:
minutes.

Agreed.
Committee of the Whole will recess for 15

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will come to order.
We are going to resume debate on Bill No. 51.

Ms. White: Just to better illustrate my point — | don’t
think 1 made my question very clear, so I'm goimguse an
example. If there is a tenant who is living in wbatild be de-
scribed quite easily as a substandard or sub-paynmanoda-
tion, and they have concerns about their health safeéty
within that space, and they address it with thellam and
nothing happens and then they approach it withrésalential
tenancy office — at that point in time, if a lot oépairs are
needed and much more than what someone can livadre-
so, let’s say it's a total gutting of the place —kat happens to
the tenant in the interim? So, they're concernedusliheir
health and safety; they first broach it with thedrd, and
then they need to broach it with the residentiabtey office.
What happens to that person when the repairs mekd made
to the unit?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
member opposite just outlined, if there are coreewith ac-
commodation, or on the standards — minimal rertesidards
— call it what you will — the tenant would approadtte land-
lord. If there is no change, of course, then it lddwe referred
to the residential tenancy office for resolutionithut pre-
suming what the outcome of that order would be -+ pfthat
order could, in fact, be to withhold some or alltloé rent or to
reduce the amount of rent. In terms of finding ralétive ac-
commodation, no, there is no provision — againheoable to
help address some of these concerns, through tiaolding
or reducing the amount of rent to be applied towthase ac-
tual repairs as a means of moving the order fonaardell.

Ms. White:
low as it is, if someone brings forward this comgerhich is
valid, and the unit requires such extensive reghis they are
unable to live in it — | just want the clarificatio— at that
point in time, is it the tenant’s responsibility fmd a new
place, pay for the rent, the security deposit ahdhat goes
along with it while that unit is being repaired?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In that particular instance, as |
mentioned, those provisions — withholding rent educing
rent — the tenant could possibility apply to theedior of the

So, in that particular case, as the

residential tenancy office for an immediate braakhe agree-
ment as just a complete breach of the agreemetit ithere is
that provision as well.

Ms. White: Just to use other examples: if there is a
tenant living in a unit that has reoccurring blankuld prob-
lems — it has happened once; they bring it to drellord’s
attention; the landlord tries to rectify the sifoat it happens
again; and they bring it up a second time, possbbn a third
time. If the tenant at any point in time doesn&lfthe landlord

Order please. Would the members like a briefis doing enough and then brings it forward to tiepuate reso-

lution office, and then receives an eviction notizecause
they're causing trouble, what happens to the temanthat
case?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In the case of a reoccurring breach,
as the member opposite just put forward, there pgoaision
within the act itself — | think what the member ogje is
referring to is “retaliation”. The director doesveaprovision
within the act, where he or she could overwritedhrial evic-
tion notice, based on the case put forth. | caecall what the
actual section is or what the section is termedthuere is pro-
vision for that director to override that actualotion.

Ms. White: In clause 11, it says “Start of rights and
obligations under a tenancy agreement”. This iga world
example, and I’'m hoping that the minister can tallit won’t
happen in this situation any more. A young famdgk a look
at a property in one part of town, did the walkstigh while
there were boxes still around the apartment. Ekergtlooked
good, they signed off on the tenancy agreement ey trave
their damage deposit at this point. It was callédamage de-
posit”. They signed the lease. They were readyawenin, and
they started moving their things into the unit arelized that
there was a severe black mould problem. They brotigt to
the attention of the landlord. They were told, “&iwith it or
go find something else. It's up to you to do.”

Then the landlord kept their damage deposit. Witis t
new act, will that protect a tenant from that kimidbreach of
power from a landlord?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Yes, in short. There are provisions
within the act — again, through the minimum remsi@ndards.
In this case, it would be after the fact. Thereiaspection re-
ports of course. There are provisions where thartegould
proceed to the actual residential tenancies officd actually
take issue at that point as well. If a landlord antgnant enter
into the tenancy agreement, the rights and theyatitins take
effect the day the agreement was entered intospetifically
when the tenant occupies the unit.

Ms. White: From the perspective of a landlord, if a

With our current vacancy rate being astenancy agreement is reached, the landlord hasrteshee for

their property, someone who does the walk-throughidis
they want it, they sign the lease and they givesturity de-
posit to the landlord — so the landlord has put tihee and
effort into getting a tenant — and then two daysrahe pro-
spective tenant who is supposed to move in, cailts says,
“Well, actually, I've changed my mind.” Is the ldodd then
able to keep the security deposit for the time thatunit would
be empty that month?
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Hon. Ms. Taylor:
yes, the deposit could be lost. Yes.

Ms. White:
gives the landlord a bit of security then if someaeraffles on
the decision.

This is also in regard to landlords: for exampfeg iand-
lord owns one property or multiple properties aheytall re-
quire an extensive or even minor amount of repaibiting
them up to the standards set, what will be thesttiam time
between the old act and the new act, as far as gedting up
to that health and safety standard or minimal testéandard?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned earlier in my re-
marks, this will be part of the discussion and Widlp inform
the way forward in terms of developing the regulasi and
making the act come into effect at a later timel Agentioned,
come early next year, we will be into developingl &mrmulat-
ing those regulations. They'll be going out to paldonsulta-
tion. That's really the next major phase of thigject. That
also includes the development of the minimal resti@hdards.

| also mentioned earlier today that minimum rersizin-
dards will take a bit of time for a couple of reaspthere are
varied approaches to this very subject across ¢hatcy; and
there are unique situations in the territory thestchto be taken
into consideration.

Yes, once the standards are developed, there evél than-
sition time for everyone to adjust and for publdueation to
take force and effect so that everyone is fully ravaf their
obligations, their rights and their interests. Ttransition pe-
riod will definitely assist landlords in meetingode respective
standards.

Ms. White:
about bringing up the standards and the levels H-thére be
financial assistance offered or made availableatallords to
assist them in making those repairs?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In terms of Community Services,
we do not have any programs available. There magubent
programs under Yukon Housing Corporation. | knowat thmil-
lions of dollars are housed within the corporatfon accom-
modating changes and bringing rentals to fruitiomould have
to dialogue with the minister at a later time.

Unless the landlord agrees, in fact,

When that is in place — we are talking

On Clause 3

Ms. White: In clause 3(c): “living accommodation in

I’'m glad to hear that response, because itvhich the tenant shares bathroom or kitchen faslitvith the

owner of that accommodation” — just clarificatidrat there’s
no security for a person who's renting a room wathiprivate
home?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: That is correct. It is an area we look
to, so one will consider a room rented out in agie home,
where the landlord lives in the home — that is cmtered by
the act. In other words, it would be what we wocédl “unrea-
sonable infringement” on the landlord’s right tontol their
own home dwelling, considering it is within thewrhe.

Clause 3 agreed to
On Clause 4
Ms. White: Clause 4 talks about the age of majority.

A person who has not reached the age of 19 yeaysemizr

into a tenancy agreement as a tenant, and thianacregula-
tions are unenforceable by and against by reashnbacause
of the fact that that person has not reached theofd9 years.
In direct relation to the age of majority of 19 y&af a person
under the age of 19 has made applications to mmant and
feels that they are being unfairly discriminatediagt because
of their age, is it any way affected by clause 4?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This particular provision clarifies
that a person under 19 can enter into a tenan®@eagnt and
that the act and the regulations apply even thdbgh are un-
der the age of 19.

Clause 4 agreed to

On Clause 5

Clause 5 agreed to

On Clause 6

Ms. White: Clause 6 refers to what can’'t be avoided,
so clause 6(1): “Landlords and tenants may notdaeoicon-
tract out of this act or the regulations.” How wiilis be en-
forceable?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This provision requires the land-
lords and the tenants to follow the act. It confirthat, again,
attempts to try to force someone to agree to wHie& rights
under the act are not valid. When it comes to actnéorce-
ment and provisions to ensure that this remains, tituis the

Chair: Are there any further questions in general defull intent of the residential tenancy office toopide that en-
bate? forcement mechanism.
We will proceed, clause by clause. Ms. White: If a landlord or a tenant feels that they are
On Clause 1 unable to get the tenancy agreement signed, oratteegiot able
Clause 1 agreed to to meet some of the provisions, are they able ttawh the
On Clause 2 office for dispute resolution purposes?
Ms. White: Thank you for your indulgence, Madam Hon. Ms. Taylor: Yes.
Chair. In clause 2(2): “Except as otherwise prodidsy this Clause 6 agreed to
Act, this Act applies to a tenancy agreement edténto be- On Clause 7
fore, on or after the date this section comesfiotoe.” Clause 7 agreed to
Can | please get some clarification on how thisliapgo On Clause 8
tenancy agreements? Ms. White: In clause 8, “Enforcing rights and obliga-

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This is really pertinent as a transi-
tion clause that encompasses everything before, dredt there-
after, unless otherwise provided for. | guess yould say it's
an all-encompassing transitional clause.

Clause 2 agreed to

tions of landlords and tenants” — in subclause i{3ays, “A
landlord or tenant may make an application for dispgesolu-
tion if the landlord and tenant cannot resolvespdie referred
to in subclause 65(1)". | was hoping for some filation as to



1706

HANSARD

November 26, 2012

how the dispute resolution process would go, thwegtle of
time, and more of an idea of how that would work.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In the current act — the one we'’re
not debating — as it exists today, both partiesraggiired to
apply. With the act we’re currently debating, wherelispute
arises, either party may apply for resolution te thrector to
resolve the dispute.

With respect to timelines, it's very difficult toomment
because every matter and every dispute is vergréift. Some
are complex and some are easier to resolve tharsptho it
would be very difficult to be able to be bound tearticular
time frame.

Ms. White:
to Hansard staff for speaking so quickly. | will try and slow
myself down.

In clause 8(3), it says, “A term of a tenancy agrest is
not enforceable if the term is ...” and it has a b§tterms.
Then it says in subclause (4): “For the purposearfigraph
(3)(b), a term of a tenancy agreement is ‘uncomstite’ if the
term is oppressive or grossly unfair to one party.”

How will that be brought to light? Is it that thentant will
bring their concerns to the dispute resolutionceffi

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The short answer is yes. It is pri-
marily complaint driven, so a tenant brings thathe office,
yes.

Ms. Hanson: Would the term “unconscionable” apply
— in terms of oppressive or grossly unfair — wothdt have
applicability with respect to rent increases abaeertain
amount — 25 percent, 30 percent?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: No, it would not.

Clause 8 agreed to
On Clause 9
Ms. White: Clause 9 is about liability for not comply-

ing with this act or tenancy agreement. | was hgpire minis-
ter could elaborate with both subclause (1) and $2pclause
(1) says that when a landlord or tenant does notpbp with

this act, the regulations or their tenancy agreemée non-
complying landlord or tenant must compensate therofor

damage or loss, including loss of rent paid or plyahat re-
sults. In subclause (2), it says a landlord or nemeho claims
compensation for damage or loss that results fioenother’'s
non-compliance with this act, the regulations aithenancy
agreement, must do whatever is reasonable to n@girttie
damage or loss.

Could the minister elaborate on this, please?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This particular clause provides
clarity in the case where the landlord or the térdoesn’t
comply with the provisions within the act or theyuéations or
the specific tenancy agreement that comes to druitietween
both parties. Again, it's either the landlord oe ttenant who
must compensate the other for damage or loss atdnibuld
be determined, if need be, by the actual directdh® dispute
resolution mechanism.

The second clause — parties have the duty ancetpon-
sibility to try to minimize their loss when claingnany com-
pensation for loss, so it's a reminder of the datynitigate.

Clause 9 agreed to

On Clause 10

Ms. Hanson: | just have a question with respect to
clause 10: “For the purposes of this Act, the refesthip of a
landlord and tenant under a tenancy agreementdasobmon-
tract only and does not create any interest in lanf@dvour of
the tenant.” I'm just seeking clarification: Dodsst mean that
if the parties enter into a rent-to-own agreeméat theResi-
dential Landlord and Tenant Act doesn’t apply to them?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In this particular area — again, this
is really a matter of a strictly contractual redaship between
the landlord and the tenant — the contract.

With respect to the rent-to-own properties, thah isom-

I would take a quick moment to apologize pletely different matter. That is something thatwaobe held

to that specific agreement, but when it comes & riiation-
ship between the landlord and tenant for rentappses, it's a
relationship of contractual obligations.

Clause 10 agreed to

On Clause 11

Clause 11 agreed to

On Clause 12

Ms. White: Clause 12 says that tenancy agreements
include the standard terms, which are terms ofyetemancy
agreement — subclause (a): whether the tenancyemgme
was entered into before, on or after the coming fiorce of
this section, and (b) whether or not the tenancgergent is in
writing. The second clause, in (b), is that notlirect conflict
with clause 13(1), where all tenancy agreementst rhasin
writing?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: No, because — again getting back
to that transitional period — there may not haverba written
agreement so to speak, so the act is all inclusive.

Ms. Hanson: Following up on that question, does that
mean that’s an indeterminate tenancy agreemerttadftyou
have an unwritten tenancy agreement during thesitian
phase, there’s no requirement to ever move to enrienancy
agreement?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There is no requirement within the
act that an agreement should carry forth from pneviyears or
months with the old landlord moving over to the neWf
course, when it comes to conditions of the contrettether
it's written or verbal, the specifics — the acto@himum crite-
ria for that contract would be spelled out withagulation.

Ms. Hanson: But the regulations are not between the
individual and the landlord. It's the agreementt'héetween
the individual and the landlord. So we’re sayingttthere is no
requirement, then — if I'm in a non-written tenarayange-
ment today and the regulations come into effect mesek, |
could not have the expectation that | would acjuséie some-
thing in writing in X period of time?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | stated earlier, when it comes
to the requirements for the tenancy agreements asarrently
written, the landlord would prepare for the requoiest that the
tenancy agreement is to be in writing once thetaas effect,
but for those agreements that have not had theywdfuhaving
a written agreement in place, the standard terntsatfparticu-
lar tenancy agreement are deemed to be implied, thad
would in fact be spelled out within the regulation.
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Clause 12 agreed to On Clause 14
On Clause 13 Clause 14 agreed to
Ms. White: On clause 13, requirements for tenancy  On Clause 15

agreements — if we go into clause 13(2)(b) and themnum- Ms. White: Clause 15 is “Application and processing

ber four: “the amount of rent payable for a spedfperiod,
and if the rent varies with the number occupatiesamount by
which it varies”, and in the next clause: “the nmaxim number
of occupants permitted in the rental unit.”

For clarification, this needs to be discussed anariting
when the tenancy agreement is entered into. I& tadormula
as to how many people may or may not be allowed umnit
and to what amount the rent can change?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There is no magical formula when
it comes to the maximum number of individuals wha ceside
within the unit. This would form part of the tengregreement
that would be struck between the landlord and ¢nant at the
time.

Ms. White:
felt this wasn't discussed in the beginning of matecy agree-
ment, and then a notification of a cost increase ga@ng to be
given, would the tenant be able to take that todibpute reso-
lution office for resolution?

That would really form part of the overarching imjamce
of having that written tenancy agreement betweedltad and
tenant — to be able to spell that out — and thenniffact,
there was any disagreement down the road — heecdenibor-
tance of taking that agreement to the dispute uéisal office.

Ms. Hanson: | just want to clarify that question, be-
cause it was a question that came up in discussitthsfolks
about this legislation — in two parts, | guess. Tingt one: Is
this a provision that is in place in other jurigdios — just the
frequency with which one sees it. Second is thergia that
was given in our conversation with folks. A famikgth a kid
moves into a place and it is three or four bedroemsvhat-
ever, and they have twins or they have tripletseDihat mean
that they are going to be subject to eviction at their rent is
going to go up? If you have triplets, you are ireglérouble
already financially, let alone having to see yoemntrgo up. |
guess the question is in terms of how much latitilnie gives
to put additional financial pressure on people.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
— yes, this is in line with other jurisdictions the country. |
keep going back to my reference to the very impaeeof hav-
ing this in writing, should there be a dispute dothe road.
This can be taken to the residential tenancy officeclarifica-
tion. The onus is between the two respective pattebe able
to come to a mutual understanding at the onset.

Ms. White:
right now, in the original tenancy agreement, thisr@othing
that states the number of tenants, and then ths tiwst could
go up. Does that mean that if the landlord wantedniake
changes it would be applicable under 14(2)?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
here — 14(2) — it does provide the onus on bothldhelord
and the tenant — they have to come to agreemeamit@ the
change to the term. That was also referred toegarli

Clause 13 agreed to

In terms of the tenancy agreement

Then with direct respect to this discussion

fees prohibited”. Clause 15 says a landlord mustcharge a
person anything for (a) accepting an applicationtémancy,
(b) processing the application, (c) investigatihg aipplicant’s
suitability as a tenant or (d) accepting the pe@®a tenant. In
the market we have, if someone is asked for adadotany of
those things, what provisions do they have to ptoteem-
selves from that if they are still desperately segkental ac-
commodation?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In this particular provision, this
would be an offence for the landlord. Landlords ac¢ al-
lowed to charge additional application fees, as itiember
opposite just pointed out, for accepting, processininvesti-
gating applications for rental or for accepting fhexson as a

If circumstances changed and the tenantenant. The other thing is, if in fact it was spdlbut within the

agreement, it could be taken to dispute resolution in this
particular clause, it would be an offence.

Ms. White: If that was considered an offence and at
this point in time, the tenant hadn't actually eatkinto an
agreement so they are not actually a tenant —wmoayd be a
prospective tenant — would they have the abilitygtoto the
dispute resolution office to say that this has Heyegl and
would the tenancy office investigate the claim thdandlord
was charging a fee for application?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The short answer is yes — as a
prospective tenant, there is the ability to takat to dispute
resolution.

Clause 15 agreed to
On Clause 16
Ms. White: In clause 16, “Landlord may require secu-

rity deposit,” it says, “A landlord may require entint to pay a
security deposit as a term of a tenancy agreemeatdordance
with this Act and the regulations.”

We appreciate the clarification now between a dantey
posit and a security deposit.

I would actually like to put forward an amendment t
clause 16.

Amendment proposed

Ms. White: | move

THAT Bill No. 51, entitledResidential Landlord and Ten-
ant Act, be amended in clause 16 at page 13 by addingva ne
clause 16.1 as follows:

“Terms respecting pets and pet damage deposits

16.1(1) A tenancy agreement may include terms adieo
tions doing either or both of the following:

(a) prohibiting pets, or restricting the size, kimdnumber
of pets a tenant may keep on the residential ptgper

(b) governing a tenant’s obligations in respedtdeping a

So as the actual clause spells outpet on the residential property.

(2) If a landlord permits a tenant to keep a pethmresi-
dential property, the landlord may require the rta pay a
pet damage deposit in accordance with the reguaktio
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Chair: The amendment by Ms. White has been dis- Membersrise
tributed. All members should have a copy right ntivappears Chair: The count is five yea, 11 nay.

to be in order. We're going to start with debatetbis pro-
posed amendment.

Ms. White: The amendment I've just put up for pro-
posal is in direct relation to a pet deposit.

The reason | am bringing this forward is — you nuay
may not be surprised to know that | have had pleftgalls
from landlords who said that they want to be abléave peo-
ple with pets renting with them, but they feel thatadditional
damage deposit is fair — so, on top of the seculéyosit — a
specific damage deposit for the pet. | am alsotaopmer and
have rented, and | felt that it was fair to pay tteenage de-
posit. My dog is often responsible, but occasignabit, and if
he were to do damage at a place, | believe thatstiauld be
paid for with that deposit or even going into theewwity de-
posit. We have looked into other jurisdictions draVve taken
the language directly from them. It's widely acaaptacross
Canada in this form.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: A couple of things — in some of
our great research done by department official€ommunity
Services, there are a number of jurisdictions tmtot have
provision for pet deposits. That said, one of teens that was
heard loud and clear in the select committee recenaations
was to provide that clarity and, more importantty,simplify
that process.

So, again, without being cost prohibitive to anpgmec-
tive tenant, we did choose to go with the one diépesagain,
limited to the one month’s rent. So the actual fause — or, |
should say 16(2), with respect to the first arée, ability to
actually have a pet or pets would be actually sgediut within
the tenancy agreement that would come to fruit®a gesult of
both landlord and tenant agreeing or signing ofttoa particu-
lar provision.

So we would have to proceed with the bill as iseuotty
written. There was consideration given to this, &gain, keep-
ing the deposits to one. There was some discusdiont hav-
ing a deposit for fuel and the list goes on — st keeping it
to one and limiting it to one month’s rent, depegdbn the
actual terms of the agreement.

With respect to whether or not a prospective teisable
to have whatever kind of dog or cat or animal —e& go to
speak — that would be spelled out within the tegamgree-
ment, so that is already within the bill itself.

Chair:
amendment?

Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Count

Chair: Count has been called.

Bells

Chair: Would all those in favour of the amendment
please rise.

Membersrise

Chair: Would all those opposed please rise.

Is there any further debate on the proposed

Amendment to Clause 16 negatived

Chair: Is there any further debate on Clause 16?

Clause 16 agreed to

On Clause 17

Ms. White: Clause 17 limits the amount of a security
deposit. Clause 17 really clarifies the procesd, lgnst wanted
to point out that this has been a long time in canit's great
that in the case of a monthly rental it's a monte'st, and for a
weekly rental it's a week’s worth of rent. | jusanted to rec-
ognize the great importance of this and to thaekdi#partment
for their good work on clause 17.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site. As | referenced earlier, this is an area et deemed to
be quite important by the select committee, andreveery
pleased to be able to provide that additional wlarthen it
comes to the amount of the security deposit requiegain
providing that additional definition for both pa#' reference.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that we repost
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Soeaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from the Chair of Committeethof
Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 51, entitldksidential Landlord and
Tenant Act, and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.



