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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, November 28, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
some changes that have been made to the Order. Paper

Motion No. 275, standing in the name of the Memioer
Mayo-Tatchun, and Motion No. 255, standing in ttzene of
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, have been removeninf the
Order Paper as they are similar to Motion No. 308ich the
House adopted yesterday.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to stand and acknowledge
a friend and a constituent of mine, Mr. John Robbininvite
Members of the Legislative Assembly to join me ialeoming
him here today.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'd like to ask members to join me
in welcoming two folks — Justin Ferbey, the CECtld Car-
cross-Tagish Management Corporation, and NormamseFra
who is the keynote speaker at this week’'s RIC waoksheld
on Monday, which was hosted by the Yukon Technoliogy-
vation Centre and the Yukon Cold Climate Innovaientre. |
ask members to join me in welcoming them.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In the Legislative Assembly to-
day | have my sister, Harmony Istchenko. She igeatgerson,
single mom and does a wonderful job. Please welduene

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | have for tabling today a letter
dated October 23, 2009, from the then Minister okfgy,
Mines and Resources to Chief Liard McMillan of thiard
First Nation regarding the Yukddil and Gas Act.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Speaker:  Are there any other documents for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Elias: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tg-re
talize the territory’s trapping industry by:

(1) earmarking trapping as a strategic industrgrns;

(2) developing a trapping program that refocuses et
of Yukon-made, grassroots initiatives;

(3) developing the cottage industry aspect withtipalar
reference to the potential tourism market, resiegajustice,
education and health benefits;

(4) reviewing applicable government regulations pot-
cies for ways and means to enhance trapline usetrapger
profitability;

(5) maintaining and expanding the territory’s Yukbiap-
pers Association fur depot and attendant operations

(6) using trapper education to encourage more tiwlis
trapline management and provide targeted fur-hagdtistruc-
tion;

(7) investigating the potential for marketing lessealued
furbearer species and normally discarded partswithikon;

(8) investigating the applicability and usefulne$ssenu-
ine Mackenzie Valley Fur program components to Yukar
industry; and

(9) developing and implementing communicationststra
gies and delivering mechanisms relating to a withirkon fur
industry initiative.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te im
prove Internet reliability by working with the pete sector and
others to construct a second fibre-optic Interogeinection.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion for thoduc-
tion of papers:

THAT this House do order the return of tBd and Gas
Consent and Economic Development Agreement referenced in
the letter tabled November 27, 2012, by the MimisfeEnergy,
Mines and Resources.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that:

(1) the Government of Yukon already has capablaliqu
fied project managers who can oversee the congiruof the
new F.H. Collins Secondary School;

(2) the Department of Education already has capable
qualified communications staff who can inform theblic of
developments related to the construction of the reWw.
Collins Secondary School;

(3) the money spent by the government on an indigren
contractor, who will be retained to do the actuajgct man-
agement, and the money spent by the governmenbritvact
an individual to handle the communications exclespvfor
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this project throughout the construction phase ddad better
spent on finding a replacement for the school’s gy

(4) the Government of Yukon should cancel theseean
essary and expensive contracts.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Pharmaceutical costs

Ms. Hanson:
government has taken no action on one of the fagtesving
areas of health care spending: Prescription diageen | re-
cently noted that prescription drug spending in Yhgkon is
growing at a rate of about 12 percent annually —revialking
about a 215-percent increase in drug spending theelast 10
years — the minister indicated he wasn't — and btgqu
“...sure where the member got that number, but i6s some-
thing we have calculated anywhere in that budget.”

In fact, these alarming numbers come from page thef

Health and Social Services departmental stratelin. prhe
sustainability of our health care system dependsgetiing
value for money. This government has failed to oesipto the
recommendations about rising drug costs and its ionvernal
audits.

What has this government done to follow up on the r

ommendations of both the 20@&port on the Audit of the
Pharmacare and Extended Health Benefits Programs and the
2011 Phase Two Fallow-Up On Pharmacare and Extended
Health Benefits Program Audit?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
with other health ministers across the country ipr@ject di-
rected to the health ministers by the first ministef the prov-
inces. The first step in that process was to régaegotiate an
agreement with drug companies for six drugs thetiaruse
across the country. The negotiations allowed alvimces and
territories to reduce the cost of these six padicdrugs by
about 82 percent. Now, this is for only six drulgst it is only
the beginning of this process that we hope to sediruied in
the years to come.

There are also a number of other things we’re duiitlgin
the territory currently. One is taking a look atwhave are —
because the government is the largest single psecttd drugs
— dealing with, especially, the more expensive drimgterms
of fees for pharmacists, as well as a number oérothings.
Thanks.

Ms. Hanson:
territorial governments have said that this is iarjiy. Yukon
needs a comprehensive strategy rather than a péateap-
proach.

You know, Mr. Speaker, Yukon has a lot of catchipgto

We are currently participating

For 10 years, the federal, provincial and

In most jurisdictions, on-site pharmacy audits aom-
ducted at least once a year as a critical pattetontrol of the
claims system. Although Yukon’s pharmacare offi@es lihe
right to audit pharmacies, as | understand it, Yikon Party
government has not directed it to do so.

Does the minister agree that accountability in llealth
care system is important and, if so, Mr. Speakéremwwill he
order an audit of the billings and claims of Yukamarmacies?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, as part of the ongo-
ing work we are doing in terms of an IT system dong pur-

For over 10 years, the Yukon Party _chases across the territory, this will be part wf program. By

implementing a pharmaceutical information technglsgstem,
we hope to be able to identify where people arepgimg

around their prescriptions and other things thatplea that we
aren’t currently catching, or at least we arentthiang a few of
them.

We know that in cooperation with the various phasias
in the territory that a lot of this kind of stuff prevented. What
we're trying to do is implement a pharmaceuticdbimation
technology system that will allow us to furtherestmline the
process.

Ms. Hanson: I have for tabling documents from fed-
eral pharmacy audit specialists that show pharrsaicieboth
Whitehorse and Watson Lake made incorrect billitgnts
under the non-insured health benefits program. & hdscu-
ments include references to prescribers’ authaitg guide-
lines, incomplete information, lack of signatureegcription
splitting and repetition of professional fees, insigtency in
dosage and days, incorrect person, incorrect griei to be
clear, the documents | am tabling pertain to Yugbarmacies
billing the federal government. These documentgstpthe
urgency of what the Yukon New Democratic Party basn
calling for for years: The government needs to takgon on
the recommendations of its own internal audit ideorto en-
sure patient safety and to contain costs.

Will this Yukon Party government commit to timelsé&o
improving both the procurement and distributionpoéscrip-
tion drugs in Yukon for the benefit of patientsapinacists and
taxpayers alike?

Hon. Mr. Graham: We're currently looking at the
system; we’re looking at implementing a pharmaoaltin-
formation technology system. Once that is completedll be
in a better position to answer that.

Question re:  Highway maintenance

Ms. Moorcroft: | have a question about highway
safety for the Minister of Highways and Public Werkrhis
summer, stretches of the Alaska Highway south clifievere
resurfaced — something that is done routinely evgewr.
However, local residents have reported that the lsiayminous
surface treatment is not safe. Six rollover vehiatzidents
have supposedly occurred at two sites south of Tiaglin

do with respect to both tHeharmacists Act and the pharmacy bridge since the roadwork was done last summer.

purchase agreements in order to ensure our healghsystem
is providing appropriate care to patients whilgiggtvalue for
money. Inaction is potentially dangerous to Yukseremd defi-
nitely costly to taxpayers.

Has the minister directed his department to fix thiob-
lem?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. We have a set of standards for wherdevrip
and reshape within Highways and Public Works. tlfte same
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standard that we've been using up the Alaska Highiwahe
Shakwak project where we have kilometres and kitoeseof
roads that have a gravel surface when we’re fixiveggroad, so
issues that happen at individual stretches areeldakt on a
case-by-case basis, but the standard is the samssathe
Yukon.

Ms. Moorcroft:
factors. Among them are aggregate structure andatjom,
binder grade, design process, traffic volume andepent
structure condition. Other considerations inclugec#fic con-
struction methods and equipment used.

Teslin residents reported to us that on an apprabgip
15-foot section south of the bridge, new BST sw$awere laid
now without stripping away the old layer first. dbrrect, this
means the surface preparation wasn’'t adequate,ttdadis
where most of the accidents occurred.

The minister just said that there are standardstedders
for roadwork require that contractors meet besttas in
design, pavement and material selection and cariirustan-
dards? Will the minister look into what went wroog this
section of the highway near Teslin?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: There are two types of BST.
There is the rip and reshape and there’s overlayeMive do
the rip and reshape on BST, it's three litres pdric metre of
oil that is mixed with the aggregate that the mendgposite
was speaking to. When we do overlay, it done atliftés per
cubic metre. We're just following the same standang have
followed on the 88 kilometres of roads that we happed and
reshaped or overlaid this year. | can commit to riember
opposite that | will look into this, but we havesat of stan-
dards. Occasionally, we do have accidents on thesjte.
We're reviewing oumMotor Vehicles Act to look at increasing
fines and look at some of the stuff of that we dara better job
at that end.

To that, | would just like to thank our staff. IVea’t had
the opportunity to stand up here and thank thd sthbé work
hard. We had a pretty horrible summer when it came
weather; they worked through some adverse conditdonl I'm
pretty proud of the hard work that they did. Thawok.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
ing used to turning on their Internet, only to find services
available. Now some of these outages are minor camdbe
fixed within a few minutes; others are far mordé®es, can last
for many hours and cost businesses and restauaalus of
money.

If our sole fibre optic link to the outside worlsl damaged,
customers pay the price and it happens regulary.this
spring’s budget speech, the government acknowledped
problem Yukoners are facing. It said, “...broadbagacity
could be improved and there is no redundancy.”

Internet connectivity

While the speech acknowledges the problem, the diudg

provides no funding to actually fix it. The goverent’s long-
term capital plan makes no mention of any mondeeit

What is the government actually doing to address th
problem?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This is an issue that we've dis-
cussed at length in this House before. When it sotoethe
way that the government interacts with the telecamications
industry, it often is through the CRTC, which i thegulator
for this. We know the CRTC is taking a new looKkts north
and at Yukon specifically. It has made some vecené deci-

BST construction depends on manysions that have been well-publicized in the medday, which

I won't comment on presently.

The important thing is that we know the CRTC isnpiiag
on taking a holistic review of services providedhe north and
we intend to engage with them on that to providauirfrom
the perspective of the government and citizensyedkas busi-
nesses, on the importance of telecommunicationsnaoaern
infrastructure to the north.

Mr. Silver: | think we have all been in a restaurant or
a store when the Internet goes down. A lot of peadn’t
carry cash any more and they rely on credit ortdelppay. It's
a major inconvenience for customers and a losgwdnue for
businesses. As we hit the one-year mark in ternthisfgov-
ernment, there has been little talk from this goweent as far
as how to address the problem with funding.

In the budget speech the government said, and fequo
“This is a problem and we should work with othessfik it.”
Earlier this sitting the Minister of Economic Deopment was
asked about the issue and he backed away fromatienit-
ment, saying it was a private sector solution adrel dovern-
ment wasn'’t going to get involved.

We now know we have two different points of viewtbis
issue from the government — one from the Premigr @me
from the minister. More important to customershis:tWhen is
the government going to act on this issue with fngd

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As I've said before, we monitor the
infrastructure development plans of the sole prewidght
now, which is Northwestel, and have noted that thaye a
modernization plan underway.

This, of course, has changed significantly as altresf
some national-level decisions that were made byGQRIC
with regard to their parent company BCE’s purchafsa Que-
bec-based media company. We also engage with Nestiev
on the development of their modernization plansictviwill
see services extended in the territory. We knowhar to the

Mr. Speaker, Yukoners have been grow-ggjgjon by the CRTC, they had intended to contiwiik in-

frastructure north to Carmacks and ultimately Dawswer the
next few years. I'm sure that is very exciting fbe member
opposite.

Of course when it comes to these things, we reeeghiat
the government will have a role to play, but theas to be the
private sector there too. Government does not geoand-
width and it does not provide telecommunicationwvises, so
if a project were to be presented to governmentyweld give
it due consideration and thought, but it won’t midtely be the
government that provides telecommunications sesvifer
Yukoners.

Mr. Silver: We would like the government to be the
horse and not the cart on this issue. Yukoners wahnow
that their Internet is going to work when they netdThey
depend upon it. The government can wait for thegbei sector
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to do something, or they could partner with thegte sector or
the State of Alaska and actually get to work onvyging a

solution. There is no money at all in the governtisenwn

long-term plan to address this concern. | think geys it all
about how committed this government is to findingodution

to this problem. We need a secondary fibre optldecalhis
government should be partnering with the privateteand
others to find a solution. It's going to requireapital invest-
ment from this government to get this project o gground to
start.

Will the minister commit today to moving beyond tjus
talking about fixing this problem and actually fi®

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
becomes involved in managing services it is alvayinterest-
ing situation, so of course | don't anticipate thia¢ govern-
ment will ever be in a position to provide telecoumication
services to Yukoners, so the private sector willifelved.
However, | would note that throughout the yearswesahade
considerable investments from government in cellitdra-
structure throughout the territory and that hasuedo being a
fairly well-endowed territory when it comes to sdenmunica-
tions infrastructure. About 98 percent of our temy has ac-
cess to high-speed Internet — and of course therdsaues.
There are issues with a single line of fibre thedds south, and
when it comes time to step forward and make a wetisn a
project, we will give that due thought and consédien.

But as | say, | have to reiterate that it won'tthe gov-
ernment alone that makes these sorts of decisidrese has to
be a role for the private sector there. That isetbing we be-
lieve in and it's disappointing to hear that thbdial Party has
departed from supporting the private sector in tiigtory.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
that we have earmarked the trapping industry asraegic
industry for Yukon. It's a fact that our territosytrapping in-
dustry is experiencing record lows in the numbetrappers,
harvested pelts, revenues and utilization of tregsdi A few
years ago the industry was identified as a priptiyt now it
has disappeared from the government’s economioakitiUn-
fortunately, the Klondike Soft Gold program did reathieve
the desired effect in revitalizing the trapping ustty in the
Yukon. The fur trade used to be worth $1.7 milliorour terri-
tory, with economic spinoffs of up to $3 millionh@&re does
not currently appear to be any formal support friis gov-
ernment to improve the trapping industry’s ability re-
establish those revenues to the Yukon. Can thesteinplease
clarify how it currently views trapping in terms $ place in
the Yukon’s economy?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
question. It's a good one and it's an issue thatjgortant to us
on this side of the House. The trapping industringeed an
important aspect of Yukon — not only of our econoow-
rently, but our history and culture. It has begilessure for me
to meet with a number of different bodies that havele in
trapping in the territory, including the Yukon Fiahd Wildlife
Management Board.

Trapping industry support

The previous Yukon Party premier stated

They have indicated to me, of course, that thewarg in-
terested in seeing development and moving forwaittl the
trapping industry in Yukon. | have indicated to rth¢hat I'm
open to suggestions. They have suggested thatighgoing to
be a subcommittee of that group specifically aimetboking
at trapping in the territory, and | have a standoffgr with
them to meet with that group after they have formezhould
note, though, that we do provide financial supporthe trap-
ping industry in the form of a contribution agreemwith the
Yukon Trappers Association, which is a sum of $88,8 year,
and those funds provide support for communicatitmghe
trapping community, trapper development and traplikiliza-

As | said, any time the government tion, representing the fur industry and trapperd tmprovide

the fur sealing service.

So we are engaged financially, both with co-managgm
boards, as well as the industry itself. | look fard/to moving
forward with some positive steps. In the member&tion to-
day, | hear that he has a humber of good ideas| kuk for-
ward to hearing about them in the days to come.

Mr. Elias: As an expression of its value to the Yukon,
the fur trade is directly represented in our cdadrans. Unfor-
tunately, a 30-year decline in this proud facetoaf natural
economy is allowed to continue. This is very didetr from the
Northwest Territories, where the government provigeten-
sive support to the industry’s practitioners, prityathrough
the Genuine Mackenzie Valley Furs program. As altesales
of fur in the N.W.T. increased by 71 percent betw2e03 and
2008 and saw more than $1.3 million in revenuesialtyy The
minister's own evaluation of the Klondike Soft Ggddogram
says that there is a need to refocus on a set ithitwY ukon
initiatives” supported by public funds.

Will the minister seize this opportunity and prawifinan-
cial support to a grassroots trapping program tkabgnizes
the social, cultural and economic value of the stduin our
territory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said earlier, of course we do
provide financial support to the trapping industnyough our
contribution agreement with the Trappers Assoamtio

I would like to take the opportunity to congratelahat or-
ganization as they recently made a major step fahira put-
ting their books back in the black. They had sorfigcdlt fi-
nancial times over the years and, through somellertdead-
ership from the individuals in that organizatiomey were able
to bring their organization back into a strongeraficial posi-
tion. In part, that was due to the contributior@airthe Yukon
government.

Since I've been the Minister of Environment, I'veein
with the Fish and Wildlife Management Board a fawets, and
they've indicated a number of issues that theyktfwould cer-

I thank the member opposite for the tainly improve the trapping industry in Yukon. | db have

time to list them all, but we've made trapper cesrgasier to
access by being shorter and hosting them on thé&emeeto
better accommodate work schedules. We're alsodrptbcess
of addressing equivalency of other trapping trajnsourses
from other jurisdictions so we can recognize otbeurses as
meeting Yukon requirements.
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We are going to have the ability for trappers tallgmge
the course for those who have applicable training experi-
ence. Also relating to training, we are lookingogportunities
to increase our pool of qualified trappers to suppommunity
capacity for trapper-education delivery. Currentle have
qualified instructors in Faro and Teslin. As yown cgee, we
have taken a number of steps to promote the trgppotustry
in Yukon and have responded positively to the rejbg vari-
ous organizations.

Mr. Elias:
enlighten the rookie minister. Trapping is aboutrenthan the
economy. It addresses the spectrum of challengefsating
the Yukon. Trapping promotes health and wellnesgéddtying
Yukoners — especially our youth — active and outtenland.
The opportunities for education are obvious andehbgen
demonstrated by my own community’s experientialriasay
program. Pressures on the justice system can lheeddvhen
trapping draws people away from risky behavioura fisitive
activity that provides a sense of reward. Respedtaavareness
for the environment is built into trapping. Thisndaad to new
tourism business opportunities as our young peleglen about
the land and how to help visitors explore it.

How and when will the minister commit to the deyelo
ment of a grassroots trapping program that enhatragtine
use and profitability and encourages Yukoners ttigipate in
this important historical and cultural practiceour territory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the independent Member for Vuntut Gwitchin. I'm holed by
his benevolent willingness to provide his incrediimount of
knowledge. | wish to convey to théansard staff my sarcasm
there.

I would note that we have been very willing to eggavith
the trapping industry. We provide them with fundivge’ve
responded positively to requests from the Fish Wittilife
Management Board and others to make trapper tgieasier
to access and more widespread. We've taken a nuofilséeps
to improve government’s capacity to provide thatring and
ensure the communities have the ability to provideing for
trappers in the communities.

So we've taken a number of steps over the past gedr|
look forward to taking more steps forward. I'm rging to
commit to a particular program without having seerything
put forward, but | would encourage those in theustdy and
those in co-management bodies, like the Fish anttligi
Management Board, to bring forward proposals. Ae indi-
cated to them, | have a very willing ear and reéogthe value
of trapping to the Yukon.

Question re:  Homelessness

Ms. White:
government’s inaction on homelessness. Today's WURarty
government likes to take credit for certain thinigme by their
Yukon Party predecessors, yet they refuse to teeonsibility
for Yukon Party failures of the past 10 years ttwttinue on to
this day.

We've been told for many years now, and in the taitims
since the last election, that solutions to homeless are in the

works, yet we're still waiting. Many of us will homto our

Well, it looks like | am going to have to

| appreciate the enlightenment from

heated cars and head to our heated homes for hals rard
comfort. Some Yukoners aren’t so lucky. We recognipt all
issues can be solved overnight; however, the issisegone
unaddressed for far too long.

Will the minister responsible for the Yukon HousiGgr-
poration tell us how this government justifiesisgt on $13
million of federal affordable housing money whilalrerable
Yukoners continue to be at risk?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Over the past number of weeks I've
been able to speak about not only the achievenoémevious
Yukon Party governments in addressing some of thesihg
issues for Yukoners, but also achievements in #s¢ palendar
year by the current Yukon Party government, incigdihe
announcement regarding new affordable seniors hguei207
Alexander Street, the Options for Independenceeptpjthe
youth shelter that the Minister of Health and Sb8arvices
announced, as well as the Betty’s Haven projecbanced by
the minister responsible for the Women’s Directerathe
Yukon Housing Corporation has a number of initiesivunder-
way, both on the project side and the program sidiéch will
address issues for Yukoners along the housingraaunth.

| should remind the member opposite as well thatnf
that $50 million of northern housing trust monéye frevious
Yukon Party government gave $32.5 million of itRst Na-
tions.

We have spent an additional $4.5 million of that o
the Betty's Haven project. We're looking forward hearing
back from the Yukon Housing Corporation on ideaspgend
the remaining amount of those finds that will lege partner-
ships with NGOs, with the private sector and withes gov-
ernments. We're very excited about those optiomsiicg back
to us.

Ms. White: The minister is very good at listing past
government projects. What we're asking about toateysolu-
tions to the problems currently before us — peapithout
housing today. Problems have not been sufficieadgressed
in the 10 years with the Yukon Party government,wdrich
there has been too little action since the lasttiele. Yukoners
in need are looking for solutions, not excusesropty prom-
ises. Will the minister commit today to investingetfull re-
maining $13 million of federal affordable housingomey in
responsible affordable housing projects beforeayether year
passes without action?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | don't believe that any years have
passed without action on the housing front by thevipus
Yukon Party governments or by this government i@ past
number of years. In my previous response, | listé@ number
of the projects that have been undertaken by theiYuHous-
ing Corporation, as well as my colleagues’ depantsieover

Yesterday we heard more excuses for thqhe past year. | believe it was last week thableé a document

in this House referring to the strategic plan fbe tYukon
Housing Corporation.

If she looks at the first three goals, she will #est one of
them is to facilitate access to more attainablgable and sus-
tainable home ownership in the Yukon. We are ddhmeg. |
expect to hear back from the Housing Corporatioonson a
program to address that. The second one is to suppta-
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tives to increase the availability and affordapildf suitable
rental accommodation in the Yukon. Developing sugat part-
nerships is the third goal, with a number of thosganizations
that | mentioned.

| know | have said this a number of times on tlo®fflof
this House in this sitting, but the federal NDPogitizes the
great leadership that this government has shovtherarea of
housing. It's too bad their territorial countergadon’t do the
same.

Ms. White: The minister’s reference to this letter
getting a little tired. The praise given to the isiaer was un-
warranted, and I've communicated the same to MsiM&m
sure homeless Yukoners are looking forward to homaeer-
ship; I'm sure that is going to help them out. Ehare exam-
ples from across this country of provinces andiserprovid-
ers developing innovative solutions to the problefrhome-
lessness, including supports for those consideaed to house.
Take the Bosman Hotel in Vancouver, for example)ook
outside our national border to Fairbanks, Alaskailg/other
jurisdictions look for creative ways forward, Yulens in need
continue to sit and wait. Leadership is about mgkiecisions,
and we are calling on this government to make entiome-
lessness a priority, not only in words but alsadtion.

Will the minister review the housing success swrése-
where and put a plan in place to end homelessrefesebyet
another cold winter passes?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, in fact that's what
we have been doing on a number of occasions anddime
time now. As | have stated previously, we are aufyein ne-
gotiations with the Salvation Army to expand nolydine shel-
ter that they currently run but to add transitiomalising to that
mix. It's not something that’'s going to happen anght; it's
something that we are currently negotiating forl'ss said,
and hopefully we will have a solution in the nettd while.

It doesn’t seem to matter what we do. As my colleagist
mentioned, we have three housing projects. Maylgefdlks
opposite can't see the construction that's hapmediown at
the end of Fourth Avenue, but we are doing thinks,
Speaker. It seems that it doesn’'t matter what wetldey’ll
continue to criticize and ask for more. We're cathg spend-
ing about — as I've said before — 70 times the amhcaf
money that other provinces do in terms of socialisimy.
That's what this government is doing and we wilhtioue to
do it.

Questionre:  Salmon fishery

Mr. Tredger: This year’s run of chinook salmon on
the Yukon River proved to be well below the goaltseFish-
eries and Oceans Canada. 14,000 fewer salmon ptms&ah-
gle sonar station than in average years with late.r

There is a crisis in the Yukon River chinook salnfisih-
ery. A healthy salmon fishery is important to mafuykoners,
and especially to the First Nation people, who depen this
fishery for food security. Chinook salmon also p&yimpor-
tant role in Yukon’s First Nation culture. It iscredible to see
what a good salmon run can mean, not only for fbotifor
lifting up community spirit.

In light of this crisis, would the Premier pleasdl this
House why his government has remained silent onishige
while Yukon First Nation governments sounded tharalbell
and the Alaska governor declared a state of emeygen

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | thank the member opposite for the
guestion. It's a relevant one and one we'’re disagss$ would
note, though, that we haven’t stayed silent atVilth. have been
engaged on a number of bodies that are in plackeab with
the salmon issues, as it is a transborder issueardengaged

is through the Yukon River Panel, and the Yukon SalrBab-

Committee also has a role in this.

I should note that the Yukon government has repgate
advocated the importance of addressing the low ochin
salmon runs at meetings of the Yukon River PanelvéVer,
while the Yukon government has a seat on the YuRver
Panel, the management of salmon within Yukon rem#ie
responsibility of the Department of Fisheries arwk@hs. Yuk-
oners are doing their part to protect weak salmmrs,rand our
partners in Alaska have recognized their need tmdce in the
future to meet treaty provisions and conservataogets.

As we know, over the past few years the Alaskangia
met their treaty targets on a number of occasiams2007,
2008, 2010 and 2012. We’'re concerned by that and heade
that clear to the Alaskans through our bodies #natin place,
including the Yukon River Panel.

Mr. Tredger: It's good to hear this government fi-
nally break its silence and admit there is a pnoble

It's true that salmon fishery issues are compled an
volve many players, including Alaska, Ottawa andtHNation
governments. That’s no excuse for the Yukon govemtnmot
to be doing more. Now is the time for action, dipkxy and
leadership. Counts from the Blind Creek weir shwt tthis
year’s chinook salmon run was roughly 10 percergeztk runs
a decade ago. On top of the smaller numbers, thenieg
salmon are smaller and younger. There were fewerniag
female chinook and they were carrying fewer egd®sE signs
don't bode well for the future.

Will the Premier acknowledge the crisis in the Ynko
River chinook salmon fishery, show leadership a&th out to
his counterpart in Alaska, the minister in Ottawal & ukon
First Nation governments to find cooperative solusi to this
problem?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | can’t be any more clear about this.
Yukon government will continue to work through aapresen-
tatives on the Yukon River Panel with federal fishenanag-
ers, DFO and our Alaskan counterparts toward thes goan-
agement of this important shared resource. To theamember
opposite cry for action but then cry for diplomaatyonce is
interesting, because he seems to be asking usttonga po-
dium and shout at the Alaskans, but that is sinmaly diplo-
matic. We note that the Alaskans do need to takevalook at
some of the practices they have undertaken. Sorséiyeo
steps forward have been made, but more work nemdset
done. We'll continue to work through the establgH®odies
that are in the international treaty to advocatebehalf of
Yukoners and Yukon First Nations alike — all Yukeseho
value this important resource.
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Mr. Tredger: | would remind the member opposite
that diplomacy is action. Yukon First Nations, Yukpeople
and the salmon are in a mode of crisis. Yukon Hwation
governments and people have been doing their partder-
stand this year's subsistence catch for Yukon vess tthan
3,000 chinooks. The Little Salmon-Carmacks Firstidvg the
Teslin Tlingit Council and others imposed voluntagtch re-
strictions.

The Teslin Tlingit Council even went so far as tiyiin
fish from other areas with healthier runs at gregpense to
themselves so their First Nation people could Lierfefst Na-
tions are acting on this important issue. Wordsnaiteenough,
Mr. Speaker. This situation calls for action anplalinacy from
the Yukon government.

Again, will the Premier admit the Yukon River chato
salmon fishery is in crisis, demonstrate some lesdue and
work with his political counterparts at all levels put a com-
prehensive action plan in place?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's humorous to hear from the
member opposite that diplomacy is action, but thensays
diplomacy is not enough when we need action. I'littla con-
fused about exactly what he is asking us to do.W¥ell con-
tinue to work through the established panels that there
through international treaty and continue to adi®aa behalf
of Yukoners. Yukoners obviously value the chinoakr®n in
this territory and the important relevance it hasotr health
and our culture.

As | said, Yukoners are doing their part to proteeiak
salmon runs and our partners in Alaska have rezegniheir
need to do more in the future to meet treaty piomsand con-
servation targets. | will continue to advocate thgio our estab-
lished bodies to the Alaskan government and toAlaskan
people that they do need to do their part as vesllthis is a
shared resource.

What happens on one side of the border affectother
side and vice versa, so it's important we work alodiratively
through established processes to deal with thisortapt re-
source.

Speaker:
elapsed.
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

The time for Question Period has now

GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 313

Clerk: Motion No. 313, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.
Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

Ms. McLeod: This is a true story of a bright young
girl who believes in education for girls. This istry that al-
most cost her her life because she believed iugecand spoke
up and worked toward girls being educated in thatIvistrict
of Pakistan after the takeover by the Taliban.

Malala Yousafzai was born on July 12, 1997, in Sveat
District of Pakistan. Malala was born into a Muslfamily.
She was named for a Pashtun poetess and warrioawe-
lieved to be taken from Pashtun folklore. She liweith her
parents and two brothers and two pet chickensgaalier
swats. Her father played an important role in sigilalala’s
life. Her father was a poet, a school owner an@dunrcational
activist. She had once said she would like to becandoctor,
but it was her father who encouraged her to becarpeliti-
cian. This all sounds fairly normal, doesn't it? IMa started
speaking out about the right to education as ee12008. Her
father took her to speak at a local press clubiartr speech
she said, “How dare the Taliban take away my bdgit to
education?”

In 2009, two years after the takeover by the TalibAthe
Swat District, the Taliban ordered all girls’ schoto be closed
and during that time many girls’ schools were bdraed de-
stroyed. In the days following the order of schdolsures, the
principal of her school asked the girls not to weweair school
uniforms but their ordinary clothes so that theyuldn't attract
any attention. In 2009 when Malala was 11-and-&-@ars
old and in the seventh grade, she began writintpg for the
BBC under the pseudonym name of Gul Makai.

Telling about her life in the Swat District undéetTali-
ban rule, she exposed the hardships, brutalitysasfigring of
the people caused by the Taliban under their 1al2010, a
New York Times documentary was filmed about her life and
Malala began giving more interviews on radio, irwapapers
and on television about her position on girls’ etign in the
Swat District.

I'd like to share with you a few excerpts from Mala
blog. January 3: “I had a terrible dream yestend#kl military
helicopters and the Taliban. | have had such dresinte the
launch of the military operation in Swat. My motheade me
breakfast and | went off to school. | was afraighgao school
because the Taliban had issued an edict bannirgjridifrom
attending schools. Only 11 students attended thssobut of
27. The number decreased because of Taliban’s &dlcthree
friends have ...” moved to other areas “... with tHamilies ...
On my way from school to home | heard a man saifingll
kill you'. | hastened my pace and after a whiledked back if
the man was still coming behind me. But to my uttdief he
was talking on his mobile and must have been taneag
someone else over the phone.”

Imagine a child even imagining somebody was threate
her. Her blog started to appear in the local nemspan Feb-
ruary 2009, the boys’ school reopened and that felswved

THAT this House urges the Nobel Foundation to awardy the girls being allowed to return to school. Biis-only

Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan the Nobel Peace Rnizecogni-
tion of her courage and dedication for the rightgids.

schools remained closed.

Some of her daily routines began to return to noranal
she began to write more of her family life, from ialh one
could gain insight into her personality. She tallazbut the
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restrictions that the Taliban imposed — things ldable net-
works, which are something that we all take fomged.

Malala began participating in the Institute for Wamd
Peace Reporting’s Open Minds project. This progtaought
journalism training and open discussions of curfairs to
42 schools in Pakistan. Malala had inspired manyngo
women, and many who took part in the program wéts. g

In October of 2011, she was nominated for the hater
tional Children’s Peace Prize by Desmond Tutu, avab
shortly after that awarded Pakistan’s first Natiotiauth Peace
Prize.

As her name and face gained attention, the dangdrsr
life started to appear more often. The Taliban ba@en known
to attack civilians who spoke out against them. tbeahreats
started to appear in newspapers that were delivterbér door
and on Facebook, but she vowed never to stop wgifkinthe
education of girls.

On October 9, 2012, a masked gunman got on a latis
Malala was returning home on after attending schddle
gunman shouted, “Which one of you is Malala? Spgalor |
will shoot you all!”

After she was identified, she was shot. Two othiels g
were also wounded but were able to give an accolitite at-
tack. Malala was airlifted to a military hospital Peshawar
where doctors started operating on the left portibher brain
that had been damaged by the bullet when it pabsedgh her
head. The doctors successfully removed the buikt lbdged
in her shoulder near her spinal cord. The Talibkimed
responsibility for the attack and they claimed tlifatshe
survived, they would target her again, as well esfather.

In October of 2012, Malala was sent to the UnitadgK
dom for further treatment and several days later cime out
of her coma and started to communicate with writietes. By
November she was able to sit up in bed and mowandreome.
The assassination attempt outraged people fronowat the
world. World leaders have denounced the attack fardl it
disgusting and tragic. On October 15, 2012, formeitish
Prime Minister Gordon Brown, now the UN Special Bpvor
Global Education, launched a petition in Malalasme. The
petition contains three demands:

“(1) We call on Pakistan to agree to a plan towieliedu-
cation for every child;

(2) We call on all countries to outlaw discrimiruati
against girls;

(3) We call on international organizations to emestite
world’s 61 million out-of-school children are in wzhtion by
the end of 2015.”

Also on October 15, 2012, Malala was given Pakistan
third highest civilian bravery award. UN Secretdgn Ki-
moon had announced that November 10 would be atkxbas
Malala Day. A classmate of Malala has said tharyegil in
Swat is Malala — “We will educate ourselves. Welwiin.
They can’t defeat us.”

A number of prominent individuals, including the @a
dian Minister of Citizenship, are supporting a fieti to nomi-
nate Malala Yousafzai for the Nobel Peace Prizewashope
and pray for her full recovery, | ask that we irsthegislative

th

Assembly support this motion and nomination forsthiery
brave young girl.

Ms. White: | rise today to speak in support of Motion
No. 313, brought forward by the Member for Watsaké. A
Nobel Peace Prize for Malala will send a clear rageghat the
world is watching and will support those who stapdfor gen-
der equality and universal human rights, which udels the
right of education for girls.

Malala was born into a Muslim family of Pashtunretity
on July 12, 1997. She was named after a Pashtuegsoand
warrior woman and given her first name, Malala, shhineans
“grief-stricken”.

Mr. Speaker, had her parents known of the powes thi
young woman would hold, they may have found a nwaiitie a
different meaning. Perhaps Rasheena would have &egod
fit. It means “one who gives light”.

Malala was shaped in large part by her father, at,po
school owner and an educational activist himsdie &ceived
support and encouragement in her activism frompagents.
With her father’'s support, Malala began bloggingtfee BBC
about her experience as a girl in a country whesenen and
girls had no rights under Taliban oppression.

On July 3, 2009, when Malala was an 11-year-ol& sh
wrote this entry, under the title “I Am Afraid” —nd | quote:
“l had a terrible dream yesterday with military icepters and
the Taliban. | have had such dreams since the haofdhe
military operation in Swat. | was afraid going ttheol because
the Taliban had issued an edict banning all gidenfattending
schools. Only 11 students attended the class of & .number
decreased because of Taliban’s edict.”

Malala’s primary concern was the Taliban’s proldritof
female education. During 2009, Malala began to appmm
television and publicly advocate for female edwratiShe was
becoming the progressive face of Swat due to lsergipublic
profile. Malala was furious that militants had deged over
150 schools in 2008 alone. She believed, and dids, that
education is a right for everyone.

In an interview this January with BBC Outlook, tiather
had this to say — and | quote: “Of course, it wassh [to let
her write the blog], but I think that not talkingas/ a greater
risk than that because then ultimately we wouldehgiven in
to the slavery and the subjugation of ruthlessotesm and
extremism."

On October 9 of this year on a bus ride home fraking
an exam, a Taliban gunman shot Malala with oneehullhat
bullet travelled through her head and neck and @ndeher
shoulder. Two other girls were also wounded in gheoting.
Both were stable and able to speak to reporteduide de-
tails of the attack.

The shooting caused international outrage. Thabung
woman should be the target of such hate and sisdhimina-
tion brought the world to its feet. The assassimatittempt
received immediate worldwide media coverage andiyred
an outpouring of sympathy along with widespreadeangro-
tests against the shootings were held in Pakisidas that day
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after the attack. Pakistani officials offered ariion rupee
reward to information leading to the rest of thiaciters.

Responding to concerns about his safety, her fathigt,
and | quote: “We wouldn’t leave our country if mauwdghter
survives or not. We have an ideology that advoga¢ese. The
Taliban cannot stop all independent voices thrahghforce of
bullets.”

Her shooting shocked the unshockable Pakistan.h@en
day of her shooting, a Pakistani journalist wrated | quote:
“Hers was the voice which made us consider thatédd there
can be alternatives, and there can be resistanak ftorms of
tyranny. Today, the attempt to silence that voiballsonly
make her stronger; the blood stains on her schaémn shall
only feed the conviction that as long as thereréath and life,
there shall be struggle.”

In Pakistan there is an expression — “From whay el
you fashioned?” It's an expression that changesningaac-
cording to the context. Sometimes, as when it igliag to
Malala, it's a compliment — alluding to a persom¥ceptional
qualities. At other times it indicates some elem&rumanity
that is missing.

The truth is that both Malala and the Taliban wigh-
ioned from the clay of Pakistan. | will echo a $ment ex-
pressed by the novelist Nadeem Aslam — and | qu&aki-
stan produces people of extraordinary bravery. Butation
should ever require its citizens to be that brave.”

Because the State of Pakistan allows the Talibaexist
and to grow in strength, Malala couldn’t simplydschoolgirl
who displayed courage in facing down school bulllagt one
who instead appeared on talk shows in Pakistarthessa year
and a half ago, to discuss the possibility of hen death at the
hands of the Taliban.

She said — and I'm quoting again: “Sometimes | imag
I’'m going along and the Taliban stop me. | take sapdal and
hit them on the face and say what you're doinglisng. Edu-
cation is our right, don't take it from us. Thesetlis quality in
me — I'm ready for all situations. So even if theély me, I'l
first say to them, what you're doing is wrong.”

It's only right to acknowledge that if different dsions
had been made in Pakistan’s history, primarily tgse within
the country — but also by those outside it — thenrssuing
statements justifying assassination attempts oroung girl
would have also been doing something else withr thveis.

It isn’t the clay from which they were fashionedit lthe
patch of earth in which they grew up which madearthgho
they are now. Malala became a warrior becausestidtat her
country, and even the world, needed of her. Atths, excep-
tional young woman is receiving accolades that duevery
deserves. In the face of terror, Malala risked Iferto speak
out for the rights of girls everywhere. Malala’sabery has
sparked a global movement.

In October 2011, she was the runner-up for therrate
tional Children’s Peace Prize after being nominaigdDes-
mond Tutu. Malala was one of the five nominees duwitle.
She was the first Pakistani girl ever nominatedtfar award.
The announcement said, “Malala dared to stand undcself
and other girls and used national and internatiomediia to let

the world know girls should also have the right go to
school.”

On December 9, 2011, Malala was awarded Pakishar's
tional Youth Peace Prize, subsequently renamedNbagonal
Malala Peace Prize” for those under 18 years ahe Bxpress
Tribune of Pakistan named Malala in their list of game-
changers for 2011. On October 15, 2012, she reddRaki-

t stan’s third-highest civilian bravery award. In 20khe was

named byForeign Policy magazine on its list of top global
thinkers.

| think she might treasure another honour mostllorad
it’s that the authorities in Pakistan Swat Vallthe area she is
from, said they would rename a government girldlege in
her honour. This year marked the first Internatidday of the
Girl Child, designated by the United Nations on @betr 11.
Girls and young women around the world contribieagh
leadership in their schools, organizations and canities, as
Malala has. Her extraordinary example certainlyedess uni-
versal recognition.

Malala’s work and passion is not only about edwcafor
young girls; it is also about the cycle of violeraféecting girls
and women around the world. The ultimate violeng&irsst her
by the attempted assassination is a symbol of ilence felt
by women every day, particularly aboriginal women this
country.

Now, this month of November, when we focus on pnéve
ing violence against women, we are reminded thextetlis still
much work to be done around the world. The NDPinaes to
fight for gender equality and is committed to tHeadls fought
for by women for a century or more. While we ddméve the
dramatic attacks and intimidation experienced inntoes like
Pakistan, Canadian women risk losing ground infitpet for
gender equality. From economic inequality to viakeragainst
women, to the attack on a woman'’s right to cho@amadian
women have a lot to fight for.

The NDP proudly continues to fight with positivetian
for gender equality, building a stronger Canada énkion by
supporting its women. Federal NDP Leader Thomasciul
has said, and | quote: “Sixty-four years ago thermational
community signed into the Universal Declaration Hiiman
Rights. Sixty-four years later, women are still equal.”

Acknowledging Malala would reaffirm the world commu
nity’s commitment to women’s empowerment and edyddir
all persons.”

We're going to be in good company. A number of prom
nent individuals are supporting a petition to nomténMalala
for the Nobel Peace Prize. On November 21, Primpidiér
Stephen Harper came out in support of the petitimce then,
every single federal party leader has joined thmpzagn to
have Malala nominated.

| hope we learn from her lesson and her bravenyolild
be amazing if she won the award.

Hon. Mr. Nixon; It gives me great pleasure to speak
to Motion No. 313 today. Earlier this month, Mr.eger, you
and | and a couple other Yukon Party caucus Calieshbers
participated in the Remembrance Day ceremony atePor
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Creek Secondary School. As we paid tribute to Caisasbol-
diers, and as | spoke to the audience, | noted@hatda is an
incredible country in which to live because of eights and
our freedoms.

| want to address the constitutional imperatived tinder-
pin Canada’s approach to human rights. In our Gtoitisin, we
have a section on the right to life, liberty andwséy of per-
son. Let me mention section 7, where everyone l&asight to
life, liberty and security of person and the rigiut to be de-
prived thereof, except in accordance with the [yies of fun-
damental justice.

In Canada, we have certain fundamental freedoms.
have the right to freedom of conscience and ratigiwe have
the right to freedom of thought, belief, opiniondagxpression,
including freedom of the press and other mediaonfimunica-
tion. We have the right to freedom of peaceful agdg, and
we have the right to freedom of association. Treeseour val-
ues and Canada has stood firm for them, and Camaslaom-
mitted to defend them no matter what the cost —hewvhen
that meant going to war.

Canadians understand the difference between “peaut”
“appeasement”. One is strength; the other is seteitWe will
engage the world from a position of strength, anslaht to
come back to that theme in a few minutes.

Earlier this week | read an on-line article abdw tights
of women in places like Saudi Arabia, where womanef
many restrictions. As | reflect on this articlethbught about
the situation that women in other countries findntiselves in,
and | thought about how much Yukon has benefitedhfthe
contributions of women.

So | would like to take a few minutes to recogrénene of
the women who have made key contributions to Yukate-
velopment. On October 14, 1935, Martha Black wasteH the
MP for Yukon. | believe at the time of her electishe was
only the second woman to be elected to the Candeigatlia-
ment.

| think it's clear from looking over the list thatukon is a
better place because these women stepped forwdrgaatici-
pated in public service. We don’t have to looktfatake notice
of some women in our community taking leadershilegan
today’s society. I'm sure we’'ll be speaking of thémeaking
the trail for others in decades to come.

When | was reviewing the news stories about women'’s

rights, | came across a short book by a noted rsty&orothy
Sayers, who wrote a book entitled, Are Women Hum&née
book is based on some lectures she gave and | toasttare
just one quote from that book: “What we ask is éoHuman

Wiadividuals, however peculiar and unexpected. Inds good

saying: ‘You are a little girl and therefore yought to like
dolls’; if the answer is, ‘But | don't,’ there isormore to be
said.”

| think that the issue is that women want and fdiggerve
to be treated as human individuals. | don't realgnt to get
into a discussion about Pakistan social context.

| don't pretend to comprehend all the nuances éir tho-
ciety, but it is deeply troubling to me that someamould feel
justified in shooting a young girl just because slants to go
to school, wants to get an education, wants toedtebfor her-
self and perhaps make her family proud.

As | prepared for today | read about this youngylast
one point, she wanted to become a doctor, therdebieled to
become a politician or maybe a pilot. | think igjseat that this
young woman and others like her have the oppostutat
dream about what they think would be a great career

Due to the oppression of the Taliban, who were lmgnn
television, music, girls’ education and women goatgpping,
the courageous grade 7 student began sharing iféhatds like
under the Taliban with the rest of the world througer blog.
Sadly, the Taliban seemed determined to prevems §iom
getting an education.

I won’t recount all the details | learned from tstories |
read, but | do want to point out that, at that pamtime, the

More than 40 years ago, on September 11, 1967, Jedmliban had already blown up more than 100 gidsio®ls, and

Gordon of Mayo became the first woman in the Yukengisla-
tive Assembly. Meg McCall represented the Klondiiding

from 1978 to 1985 on behalf of the Progressive €orative
Party. When Hilda Watson was elected to lead thko¥iurer-
ritorial Progressive Conservative Party in 1978&elieve that
made her the first woman to be elected as leadarGdnadian
political party. I'm pretty sure the MLA from Kluanwill cor-

rect me if I'm wrong; he seems to have followed Mvgat-

son’s career with some interest.

| would also note that the Yukon has also had threaen
as Commissioners: lone Christensen, Judy GingellGerald-
ine Van Bibber.

Our history in Yukon is long and rich with womenpnosi-
tions of leadership, both locally and nationallyatha Black,
Angela Sidney, Jean Gordon, Hilda Watson, lone stémisen,
Audrey MclLaughlin, Lucy Jackson, Annie Ned, Judyngzll,
and Pat Duncan have achieved historic firsts forkoru
women. | thank all of the women who have been thibtaz-
ers thus far, and | encourage more women to talereist in
Yukon'’s political parties.

they would eventually blow up schools where shedias well.
They were also threatening teachers, policemergngarand
students who wanted an education.

It's stories like Malala’s that make me appreciatmw
great a country Canada is. It's inspiring to rebdu students
who love to learn when there are some pretty serafistacles
put in their way. As a husband of a teacher, | alaat to point
out that Malala must have had a pretty specialhteato nur-
ture that love of learning in her.

Despite the threats to herself and her family, desjme
Taliban blowing up buildings and murdering thoseovdared
to speak out against this coercion, little Malatmtnued to
speak up for the rights of girls to go to schookspite the
threats, she said she would never stop workingethrcation
for girls.

Earlier this year in October, the Taliban made good
their threat and attempted to assassinate Mal&la.nere fact
that a 15-year-old girl so intimidated the Talikthat they felt
they had no choice but to kill her speaks volumes.
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| believe that Canada’s involvement created a octnte
where young people were aware of a different optiam the
one put forward by the Taliban. | know that thehfigagainst
the Taliban has taken its toll, Mr. Speaker. Aaitlearlier, we
were at the Remembrance Day ceremony, where weuhetho
Canadians who sacrificed their lives for our natidtortu-
nately, as | said earlier, most Canadians undetstam differ-
ence between peace and appeasement.

The Foreign Policy magazine, on Monday, November 26,
2012, released their top 100 global thinkers ksir standing
up to the Taliban and everything they represergy tlisted
young Malala at the number 6 spot of the top 1@bajl think-
ers list. This yeaForeign Policy honoured people who spoke
for freedom of speech — for making themselves heard

I checked the Nobel website for information aboué t
peace prize. The Nobel Peace Prize is to be awaaléthe
person who shall have done the most or the best feorfra-
ternity between nations for the abolition or redtuctof stand-
ing armies and for the holding and promotion of qgeaon-
gresses.”

Alfred Nobel was interested in social issues. Heettgped
a special engagement in the peace movement. Iniaddo
humanitarian efforts and peace movements, the NBbate
Prize has been awarded for work in a wide rangietdfs, in-
cluding advocacy of human rights, mediation of iinttional
conflicts, and arms control.

The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded by a committdef
persons who are chosen by the Parliament of Norivayhe
section on submission documentation, it statestttlahomina-
tion need not be lengthy, but it should include tlagne of the
candidate and an explanation of why the individuabrgani-
zation is considered by the nominator to be a wocdndidate
for the Nobel Peace Prize.

I'd also like to share with you some of the infotioa
about the peace prize itself. The Nobel Peace Prazebeen
awarded to 124 laureates; of those, 100 were iddals and 24
were organizations. Since the International Conweitdf the
Red Cross was awarded three times and the Officéhef
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees waarded
twice, there are actually 100 individuals and 2@amizations
who have been awarded.

| found it particularly interesting to learn thdet average
age of all Nobel Peace Prize laureates between 48612011
is 62 years old. To date, the youngest Nobel PP&ze Laure-
ate is Tawakkol Karman, who was 32 years old whearded
the 2011 peace prize. She was born on Februarg78. Kar-
man is only 11 days younger than Mairead Corrigam was
also 32 years old when awarded the 1976 Peace, Rrideshe
was born on January 27, 1944.

| also found it interesting to learn that of thedDIifdividu-
als to whom the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded, dfe w
women. The first time a Nobel Peace Prize was asthatd a
woman was in 1905, to Bertha von Suttner. The otl@nen
laureates were Jane Addams in 1931; Emily GreeriehBa
1946; Betty Williams in 1976; as | mentioned, in769was
Mairead Corrigan; Mother Teresa in 1979; Alva Myrda
1982; Aung San Suu Kyi in 1991; Rigoberta MenchimTin

1992; Jody Williams in 1997; Shirin Ebadi in 200&angari
Muta Maathai in 2004; and in 2011, the laureatesevidlen
Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee and Tawakkol Karman.

As | look over the list of Nobel laureates, it seefairly
clear to me that Malala is a worthy candidate aehss to fit
the criteria of the award. Certainly, she stoodtayranny.
She has worked to promote education, especiallgifts. | see
in her a young lady who wishes to enjoy the righlife, liberty
and security of the person. | see a young lady whaots for
her own country those fundamental freedoms thattri@s like
Canada cherish: the freedom of conscience andioejighe
freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expressithe free-
dom of peaceful assembly; and the freedom of astoni

Mr. Silver: I'm very pleased to stand up in support
Motion No. 313. Malala Yousafzai was an outspokeopp-
nent for the rights of education for girls in Pakis and |
would like to thank Sonali for helping me with tpeonuncia-
tion even though | did pretty badly with it.

She began blogging under an alias for the BBC theaes
ago about life living under the Taliban at the timben the
Taliban controlled the region and were burning stharound
the area. After her identity was revealed, she tneca public
advocate for schools and for girls’ education, ignthe
country's national peace prize in 2011 — but sts® aarned
the wrath of the Taliban.

On October 9, 2012, Taliban insurgents boardedtizvol
bus, asked for her by name and shot her in the. hdaedcu-
lously, Malala survived this assassination attenipte day
after Malala was shot was ironically the first-eltgternational
Day of the Girl Child.

Malala lay in a hospital bed fighting for her lita that
day. That day, the Taliban boasted proudly thay there re-
sponsible for the shooting, stating their feelitigst girls’ edu-
cation is obscene. They also stated unequivochiy they
would be back to finish the job.

The United Nations designated Saturday, November
2012 to be Malala Day as a tribute to Malala andighlight
the lack of access to education for 32 milliongy@around the
world. The UN Special Envoy for Global Educatiolysthat a
new foundation has been made to honour Malala. Makala
Foundation will do the work the teen-age girl wahte do,
which is campaigning for the 32 million girls aralthe world
who are not in school.

Malala has dedicated her childhood to champion &titut
for girls like her in Pakistan. She was targetedHhfer outspo-
ken and relentless objection to the Taliban's regjke inter-
pretation of Islam that keeps women at home and bats
from going to school. That outpouring of supportridwide
for Malala is incredible. Her fellow students shgttbecause of
her, they aren’t afraid to come to school and thay will not
stop studying. Protests across the Muslim worlddeom the
Taliban’s actions and nearly one million peopleostowith
Malala to demand from Pakistan’s president a ptaertsure
access to education for all children. The Pakistdational
Assembly has now promised that by 2015 every ohiltire-

of
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ceive an education. A few weeks ago, a law waseaubss en-
sure education for all children. This is a promisiinst step.

| join with my colleagues in advocating the NobeuRda-
tion to award this courageous young girl the Ndbehce Prize.
She stands as a symbol of hope, resistance, strulggvery
and courage. She is an advocate for education amdew's
rights. She is an advocate for the children of wald. She
deserves the Nobel Peace Prize for all that sheldraes and all
that she has endured in the path of her struggledt a tender
age. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today, too, in support of this
motion. | want to begin by thanking the Member f¥atson
Lake for putting this motion forward.

Malala Yousafzai was born July 12, 1997. She isident
and an education activist from Pakistan. She isvknor her
education and women'’s rights activism in Swat \fallhere
the Taliban have, at times, banned girls from ditemnschool.

As early as age 11, Malala started speaking abdutae
tion rights. “How dare the Taliban take away myibagyht to
education?” Malala told her audience in a speeahwhas cov-
ered by regional newspapers and television channels

In early 2009, Malala wrote a blog for the BBC, aikitg
her life under Taliban rule and her views on prangeduca-
tion for girls. Sadly, on the October 9, 2012, Mahwas shot in
the head and neck in an assassination attempt baliban
gunman while returning home on a school bus. Theketh
gunman shouted, “Which one of you is Malala? Spgakoth-
erwise | shoot you all,” and, on being identifisthe was shot.
She was hit with one bullet that went through head and
neck and ended in her shoulder. Two other girlewesunded
in the shooting. Offers to treat Malala came frorauad the
world, with several from the United States. Oneepftame
from former U.S. Representative Gabrielle Gifforddio had
been through a similar treatment after she was ishibte head
in 2011. Malala ultimately travelled to the Unit&thgdom for
treatment.

Since news of this terrible attack spread arouedwbrld,
she has been nominated for the International GhildrPeace
Prize by Desmond Tutu and has won Pakistan’s fiegional
Youth Peace Prize. A number of prominent individuale
supporting a petition to nominate Malala for thebRlbPeace
Prize, such as the Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, Prinmistdr of
Canada; Thomas Mulcair, Leader of the NDP; the kead
the Liberal Party; Leader of the Green Party; Leaufethe
Bloc Québécois; Rob Ford, Mayor of Toronto; Jas@ntey,
Minister of Citizenship.

Last month former British Prime Minister Gordon B
now the United Nations Special Envoy for Global Eation,
launched a petition in Malala’s name and in suppbrivhat
Malala fought for. Using the slogan “I am Malaldiet peti-
tion’s main demand is that no children be left ofuschool by
2015, with the hope that girls like Malala everywevill soon
be going to school. The petition contains three alafs: we
call on Pakistan to agree to a plan to deliver ation for every
child; we call on all countries to outlaw discriration against
girls; we call on international organizations tosere the

world’s 61 million out-of-school children are in wthtion by
the end of 2015.

The interlinkages between gender inequality, ecaaom
growth and poverty are the main reasons why gatkication
is a vital investment. For developing countriesréap these
benefits fully, they need to realize the potentifitheir entire
population. Educating all their people, not justf led them,
makes the most sense for full economic potentigtednatic
exclusion of women from access to schooling andlabeur
force translates to a less-educated workforcefianesfit alloca-
tion of labour, lost productivity and consequerdiyninished
progress of economic development.

Evidence across countries suggests that countitbshet-
ter gender equality are more likely to have higeeonomic
growth. The benefits of women’s education go beybigher
productivity for 50 percent of the population. Maducated
women also tend to be healthier; they tend to gipete more
in the formal labour market; they tend to earn mioi@me;
they have fewer children and provide better healthe and
education to their children — all of which eventyaimproves
the well-being of all individuals and lifts housét® out of
poverty.

These benefits also transmit across generationsebhsas
to their communities at large. Gender inequalitgducation is
extreme. For example, from 2007 to 2011 in Malalasne
country of Pakistan, only 28.5 percent of eligislecondary
school-aged girls were actually enrolled in secopdaduca-
tion. Girls are less likely to access school, tma@ in school
or to achieve an education.

Education helps men and women claim their rights r&A
alize their potential in the economic, politicaldesocial arenas.
It is also the single most powerful way to lift pd® out of
poverty. Education plays a particularly importaoter as a
foundation for a girl's development toward adulelilt should
be a fundamental part of any strategy to addressgénder-
based discrimination against women and girls tlahains
prevalent in many societies. Basic education ats@iges girls
and women with an understanding of basic healthrarigtion,
giving them choices and the power to decide oveir thwn
lives. Women’s education leads directly to betepgroductive
health, improved family health, economic growth thoe family
and for their society, as well as lower rates dfdcmortality
and malnutrition.

I am the father of four, three of whom are girlsvesl. |
can speak to the importance that my wife and | laeed on
our children to ensure that they pursued theirdeeand that
they were positioning themselves to be able to hagesduca-
tion they needed to be successful in whatever ¢ tlvay chose
to do. That varies, of course, for every child there. The fact
of the matter is that our children have the oppuatyuto do that
here.

| just wanted to take a moment to ask members isf th
House, Yukoners and Canadians to reflect and tly toe
thankful for where we live, which is this great atny of Can-
ada. Here we have these opportunities and we |bokhat
happens in some of the situations such as we s@akistan
where things occur every day that would be untHitkan this
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great country. We each have a role to play as iddals to do
what we can to ensure that we can continue to rtrakevorld
a better place for all of us.

Once again, | would like to thank the Member fortgda
Lake for bringing forward this very important matioHope-
fully, with our unanimous support, there will beodimer impe-
tus toward seeing that this motion be realized thigldeserv-
ing child will be recognized with the Nobel Peac&®. Thank
you.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise in support of the motion
brought forward by the Member for Watson Lake rdgay the
recognition of Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan for fomurage
and dedication for the rights of girls.

In speaking in favour of this motion, as all mensbbave
done so far this afternoon, we support those whandstip for
gender equality and universal human rights, whictuides the
right of education for girls.

The education of girls and women is such a powedal
for societal change that many extremist governmeppmse it.
What that demonstrates is that misogyny is alive aell in
contemporary society. We know the stark facts. \Wevkthat
at the age of 11 Malala started writing a blog ural@seudo-
nym detailing her life under the Taliban rule ared kiews on
promoting education for girls. The Taliban thenues$ death
threats and, in October of this year, shot her snt®ol bus as
she was attempting to go to school.

| find it quite inspiring that this young girl haetermined
that she wants to turn her considerable energystredgth into
becoming a political leader. On her blog, Malal@ sd have a
new dream ... | must be a politician to save thisntgu There
are so many crises in our country. | want to remibnsse cri-
ses.”

She has also said that she will never stop worfong@du-
cation for girls. | think this is a model many of should look
to.

We’'re debating this motion during the 12-day cargpab
end violence against women. This campaign startedNo-
vember 25, which was the day recognized by theddniNa-
tions as the International Day for the EliminatiohViolence
against Women. Governments, international orgaioizstand
non-governmental organizations have all been ergmd to
organize activities to raise public awareness efgloblem of
violence against women. In our debate on this motaday,
we’re also bringing attention to this much-needeatkw The
campaign ends on December 6, which is Canada’sointi
Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence againginéh.

| want to note one of the comments that Malalathda
has made, saying, “We wouldn't leave our countrymiy
daughter survives or not. We have an ideology #ulcates
peace. The Taliban cannot stop all independentegdierough
the force of bullets.”

We need to ensure that there are many independadsv
speaking out for peace.

When we speak to this motion, we are letting Makatd
other courageous Pakistani women know that they rarte
alone. There are hundreds of thousands of schi®lgiPaki-

stan who are watching now as their future and ttesires to
go to school stand in the balance. The words ofaiMatan give
them some strength when she says, “I have rightswve the
right of education. | have the right to play. | kathe right to
sing. | have the right to talk. | have the rightgm to market. |
have the right to speak up.” | support this motéom, in clos-
ing, | want to note that education is not only anlam right but
is a tool for peace. | encourage every memberisfARsembly
to also support all of the advocates for the edocatf girls, all
of the advocates for human rights education, althef advo-
cates for peace and all of the advocates for gezmiality who
work hard here and around the world. Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | rise in great support of the motion
put forward by the Member for Watson Lake. | wamthank
the Member for Watson Lake for bringing this to fteor of
the Assembly today. It is, as other speakers h&eady said,
really adding Yukon’s voice to the voices of thetref our
country by way of our national leaders and alsovtices
across the world. So | think it is an opportuneetjras has al-
ready been stated. We are recognizing the monNogémber
as woman abuse prevention month. As the membeialsas
just stated, we just launched the 12-day campaigerddicate
violence against women. Over the next number ofdayk-
oners throughout the territory will be hosting aokhseries of
events and initiatives in support of organizatiand in support
of the work that is being undertaken by many agescindi-
viduals and organizations at large to address no@eagainst
women — and children; | might add that.

Today's motion really speaks to a very brave young
woman who, at the age of 14, in her home in Pakistas
really effectively targeted for speaking out on tights of girls
to education and to live free of violence. | wamking about
when | was 14. | had the liberty to go to schoalyihg been
born and raised in the Yukon. | had the privilegegoing to
school, going places and sharing with friends.d tte ability
to play volleyball and baseball. | had the oppaitiulater to go
to university and attend French immersion, sometHirton-
tinue to work on to this day. | was involved in rgasrganiza-
tions throughout my childhood and now today, asebstted
representative. | feel very privileged to be whieaen today.

That unfortunately is not the case for many, maoyng
girls across the world. | guess | want to state, tha | believe
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King has already etiaton
October 11 of this year, the United Nations declateat day
for the very first time as the International Daytloé¢ Girl Child.

Of course, it also coincided with Women’s Historpih
— each and every year Yukon has taken the priviege op-
portunity to honour the many achievements and darttons
of women around the territory through celebratinig particu-
lar month. We recognize these months and thesetdagslly
consider how equality of women and girls equalig leffected
change in our lives and has made a difference lirofabur
lives.

So on the world’s first International Day of therlGThild,

I would like to say Canada has led the internaticoeamunity
in adopting that particular day with the hope thatould make
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a difference in the lives of girls and young wonencitizens
and as powerful voices of change in our familias, commu-
nities and in our nations.

The day has also helped serve to foster greatearstaohd-
ing of girls’ specific issues.

It has been stated there are a number of statibtits
around the world, girls are three times more likielybe mal-
nourished than boys. Of the world’s 130 million -@dtschool
youth, 70 percent of them are girls.

In Canada alone, young women from 15 to 19 yeaegef
experience nearly 10 times the rate of dating vicdeas young
men. Nearly 70 percent of victims of Internet intlation are
women or young girls. Girls and young women arerlgea
twice as likely as young men and boys to suffer talemealth
issues such as depression, and issues of body iarafself-
esteem remain very prevalent among girls.

It has already been stated, but globally one ieghgirls
around the world is denied an education simply ley $heer
realities of poverty, violence and discriminatidavery day
girls around the globe are taken out of schooly'teemarried
far too young and are subjected to violence. Ndy @it un-
just, it's a tremendous waste of potential.

In terms of education — and I'm sure members maseha
already touched upon this — to say that educatsomat a
fundamental right in our lives is — | don’t know Wwelse to
say that. We know this to be true of individualsowtave been
born and raised in Canada: Those who make it thrdaggh
primary and secondary education — and particulgitis —
are less likely to experience violence, are mokelyi to be
literate, healthy and survive into adulthood, asfar children.
They're more likely to reinvest individual incomedk into
their families, communities and country, and gwdlso receive
an education are also more likely to understanid thghts and
to be a force for change.

| want to go back to Women’s History Month and the
ternational Day of the Girl Child. On that partiaulday we
were actually supposed to be in the community @b Fa rec-
ognize a group of girls who continue to advocatedioange
and continue to advocate for women’s equality inoéltheir
actions. | just want to recognize them again bezdhis group
of girls — otherwise known as the Faro Girls Nigbut, in
other words GNO, which they have commonly been knaw
— are an inspiring group of girls and they are jus group of
girls among many groups throughout the territonyparticular,
they actually entered a poster contest that wamstgnd and
generated by the Women’s Directorate as a way afmpting
Women’s History Month. The group of girls got tdget on
the Faro bridge dressed in what has sometimes dmrad as
perhaps less traditional roles. | certainly advec¢hat everyone
obtain a copy of this poster.

It's a group of these young girls out of Faro, ea€lthem
individually depicted as a firefighter, an RCMP mnimm a
hunter, an emergency medical staff member, a aorigin
worker and a lab technician. The image itselfvery powerful
conveyance of women today. | just want to read dhgtion
again — | think I've already stated this on theofl@f the Leg-
islature. But it was really, completely a very pofué state-

ment. It's the caption that goes alongside with aatipular
poster. It says, “We're powerful like fire, we figtcrime
against women, we provide for our families, we ggipe our
own intelligence, we are our own first responderns,construct
equality.” Exceptional words — and very powerfulrd® from
a group of women who are doing an incredible jobrae
models for the rest of the world. It really provsdimspiration
that each of our communities are really moving talyzositive
change and that girls are being taken seriouslyHeir many
contributions throughout our territory, throughautr country
and throughout the world. | just want to congrdeildoese in-
dividuals for their work and for their support towtgoromoting
women’s and girls’ equality.

Today’s motion speaks to the very importance of issue
and how it is important that we continue to do wivatcan to
be role models and to promote women’s equality.ifrest-
ment in a girl is an investment in the rest of tiadion — for
the well-being of our nation. Again, | want to stmat, as an
elected representative and as minister respondinethe
Women'’s Directorate, we often receive all kindsofijgestions
on how we can enhance women’s equality. Through
Women'’s Directorate and working in collaboratiorttwinany
departments, we remain very committed to doing jhstt,
whether it's policy work, training initiatives oruplic educa-
tion.

I believe we're all taking an active role in worgirto
eradicate the barriers — removing those barriersvdmen’s
equality. |1 want to certainly recognize the ongoivgrk of
women’s organizations and organizations througlloatterri-
tory, in terms of their work in taking action andpporting
women’s equality, in terms of providing those seeg and
programs for women, providing the research and pbkcy
development, which help inform our work as legistaf pro-
moting education in social action on women’s edyali want
to certainly congratulate and thank each of theawizations
for their ongoing work to further women’s equalitythe terri-
tory. We're very pleased to be able to continuevtok with
them and provide that ongoing funding support, el as pol-
icy support and support throughout each agencyhénGov-
ernment of Yukon and the territory.

It was coined by a member of the United Nationg tha
“Across the world, girls and women face violencetesy try to
exercise their basic rights, including education.”

It has been stated that violence and its threakeyefac-
tors in forcing girls to drop out of school. It &violation of
individual human rights that certainly not only emchines the
health of that individual, but also undermines tiealth of our
complete and whole society.

It is very important that we take the time to honthis
one young woman and this individual who believesyve
strongly in the rights of girls to education andite a life free
of violence, by stressing that every girl, no matidere that
girl is born, should be able to express her vidivg, free of
violence and discrimination and have a fair andaégpportu-
nity to reach her full potential.

I will just end my remarks by saying that whenadtres to
freedom, justice and peace, they are built on ¢ltegnition of

the
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the inherent dignity and equal rights of all huntaings. | am
very proud to live in a country where in fact we kdonour
these fundamental rights. While there is signiftosark left —
and there will always be significant work — to enba
women'’s equality and girls equality throughout thaod coun-
try and throughout the world, we should honour timgoing
work of individuals such as Malala and continuest@ourage
our own young girls in our society today. When a@nes to
women in trades and technology or young women ptayi
hockey or young women serving as pages in our lagie
Assembly or young women aspiring to be electedesgmta-
tives, | think it is up to each and every one otagontinue to
support these girls’ efforts for the bettermentafr entire
world. Thank you.

Mr. Barr:
House and support this motion by the Member for Sbfat
Lake toward Malala — | can’t pronounce her last pam re-

ceiving the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition ofdmirage and
dedication to the rights of girls. I've been listeg today to
everyone and thinking about what | can say thatdcba close
to some of what has been said today in honour isfythung

woman. | really believe that she deserves this bhond made
me think of my own personal life and it made meodlsink

that we as leaders have a great responsibilityvesyene to
lead by example. All of us are leaders to someoneveryone,
no matter who we are. | believe this. It's impotttrat we also
realize, I've been told and | also work on, tha I& leader to
myself. My spirit is strong enough and my own peedacon-

nection with a Great Spirit allows me this ability walk

through my own fears in times of great difficultimscome to
some realizations that | cannot be silent aboudt ps this
young girl has.

To think that at her age, this young girl is hemol@ader.
Being able to live through and stand up and movedad un-
der great odds is really unbelievable, when | thirkit. It's
kind of short of a miracle, really. It is a miraclehat’s a mira-
cle, really. | think of a miracle as being somethihat isn’t
necessarily a blinding flash of light or all of adslen tears
coming from Mother Mary's statue — and those areaoies
but there are miracles that all of us sometimes hawecog-
nize or could recognize if we choose to.

There’'s a long line of people — our Prime Minister,

Stephen Harper, Thomas Mulcair — all these leaddrs are
recognizing that this is an amazing young woman.anéetalk-
ing about this today, that she’s an amazing youoman, to be
shot. A lot of people go and say, “Okay, I've hategh. I'll
be quiet.”

For a young girl to continue in her life and foropée to
acknowledge there’s truth in her blogs — theresush that
speaks to the greater truth that | think we alkssed we all try
to aspire to at times.

that — we have a long way to go, yet we have cotoagway
in our own oppression.

Oppression still exists in Pakistan and variougottoun-
tries that | have visited. | have come back to gneat country
of Canada and been really grateful for what we deeh We
continue to fight and continue to grow as we lelaom what
we don’t know to what we know now today, so we pai it
into action.

When | think of all of the women, for example, whe
elected members in this House: our Member for Takhi
Kopper King, Riverdale South, Copperbelt South, iimister
of Community Services, our Member for Watson La&ar
young pages, Whitehorse Centre — well, she’s nog.h&'e’'re
not supposed to say those things and | apologize.

I recognize and | don’t know if | can say names €ah’t

| am honoured to stand here today in thissay anybody’s name in this House? Okay, | would tik rec-

ognize a former chief in our midst; a woman who toaght all
her life for the Carcross-Tagish First Nation — @ergeant-
at-Arms — who has fought all of her life and conots, and all
of these young pages.

Wherever this starts — | think of my own granddaegh
She is a little leader and she’s 19 now. It waahitays easy. |
can't speak on behalf of her, but | know it wasalivays easy
in her life — my granddaughter’s life — and | thithen of the
personal stories that Malala has spoken to, thaplpecan
identify with, and | just say, “Wow, | never knewat some
people are living through these astronomical diffies.”

I myself hit the streets at 15 from North Bay, Oitta—
ended up on the streets of Vancouver. Through my stwg-
gles | had to come to some rude awakenings of mgs—& per-
son who thought | was doing the right thing asdvgup, but |
was wrong for oppressing women and things thaebkpf in
other venues not such as this of detailed stuff lthegret, but
things that | did, thinking | was doing somethimght, but now
know that | was very wrong. I've had to take thredito go and
apologize to the women | have offended in my life.

| believe that by being public about these thirggs men,
we honour our women to bring these things into&ditse be-
cause the more we hide as men, the more thesétiegdo-
ward women continue. | would like to say that tlwmtued
education, as has happened to end violence agedmséen this
week, is a way that men such as me — who are yousmpg:
didn’t get to know what they don’t know — can makeliffer-
ent action and do something about it. It's impatrtando that,
because | think back to a law that really was aita&ngland:
that a man could beat his wife as long as he digsgta switch
larger than his thumb. | think we have to recogrizat we
have a long way to go and that it's about equality.

| want to honour all the women in the territoryesifically
in the Yukon, who attended residential schools -regations
of women who attended horrific — day after day aftay —
atrocities and have continued to bring this traitwird so that

| think of our own Yukon women here, and it was men we can put in programs to still help heal. When sitrimg hap-

tioned by the minister opposite that, even thoughare what
we call a “developed country” now — | understanéytkie
taken classes out of this, speaking to first, séctrird and all

pens in a person’s life — man, woman or child — évent
happened at the time, but the effects of thatdinel was told
that, as it will continue to do so, we hand over figars that we
do not walk through in our own lives to our childre
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Knowing this as leaders in this great country ofspwe
can continue to recognize that we have to makesibes that
enable people to become unstuck in their waysiokitng that
oppress women. As a man, | continue to take thesdteeed
to. | believe and encourage every man, becausethis starts
with ourselves, wherever we are in this world, diatever
place we’re at, and it starts in our homes with@un families.
| encourage every man everywhere to have a hakddbgour-
self. There are places to go to get help, to tdl&ud these
things, to start to unravel the unclear thinkingttkwill em-
power women in our society. | challenge all merehieday to
do so, a little bit at a time.

| just want to end with that. This is quite an awres
young lady: Malala.

Ms. Stick: I'll keep this brief. I'd like to first thank
the Member for Watson Lake for giving us the oppitty to
support this motion and this young woman. I'm noing to
repeat what everyone here today has eloquentlyazdt the
rights of women to education, to safety and nonevioe. | am
struck by this young woman that, in the face ofaershe
risked her life to speak out for the rights of gidverywhere.
Her bravery has sparked a global movement. That@naazing
thing and it's only right that she should be redagd for that.

We heard today of awards and accolades that sleé/eec
and they're all very well deserved. This young wonmtruly
an inspiration and deserving for her work, promgteguality
and human rights for girls, including education. Wew her
fight and her voice don't end there. It's not jesiucation. She
started something much, much larger.

Like | said, I'll keep this brief. Where I'd likeot end,
though, is that | think she has challenged everyanéhink
about what they can do, what they can stand upttonk we
would all do well to follow Malala’s example andceurage
our own Canadian government to look across the tcpamd
look where education isn't so great, where scheoén't so
healthy. We should be really working hard to enagerthat all
of our young women, young girls — and boys — haveeas
to safe schools, modern equipment, the best tekthdbe best
teachers and the best education that will encouaagegrow
great citizens for this country too.

It's not just Malala. It's not just her fight fodecation for
girls, but it should be all of our fight for eduiat for all our
children around the world.

Mr. Tredger: | rise today to speak in support of Mo-
tion No. 313, brought forward by the Member for Bt
Lake, and | thank her for that.

A Nobel Peace Prize for Malala will send a cleassage
that the world is watching, and we’ll support thagleo stand
up for gender equality and universal human rightt tnclude
the right to education for girls. At 15, this extiepal young
woman is receiving accolades that such braveryrdeselin
the face of terror, Malala risked her life to speak for the
rights of girls everywhere. Malala’'s bravery hasarked a
global movement. As a principal, I've noticed fiteind and
observed the difference an education can makeeritks of

people. If | can just quote briefly — | know it waaised ear-
lier, but former British Prime Minister and currddN Special
Envoy for Global Education, Gordon Brown, launchad
United Nations petition in Malala’s name using #iegan “I
am Malala” and demanding that all children worldevide in
school by the end of 2015. Mr. Brown said that loeild hand
the petition to Pakistan’s president. The petittomtains three
demands: “We call on Pakistan to agree a plan livesteedu-
cation for every child.” It also goes on to say, éwall on all
countries to outlaw discrimination against girl&inally, he
challenges us all: “We call on international orgations to
ensure the world’s 61 million out-of-school childrare in edu-
cation by the end of 2015.”

| think that’s the crux. Malala has given us a t@rage. It
will be easy today to support this petition, bgtll on all of us
to be champions for the children of the world andvork “to
ensure all of the world’s 61 million out-of-schadtildren are
in education by the end of 2015.”

I challenge everyone to do what they can to entheae
Thank you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod: | want to thank all the members of the
Assembly for supporting this motion. | think it's @amportant
one. | think, as Yukoners, we can lend our supfmtthis inter-
national movement to recognize this young girl'sréize and
efforts and, really, maybe we can encourage armirm®ther
people to stand up for this very important notidreducating
girls around the world. Thank you very much.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells
Division
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 17 yea, nil nay.
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Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 313 agreed to

Motion No. 286
Clerk:

Hassard.
Speaker:

Nisutlin:

It is moved by the Member for Pelly-

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada t

implement a successor program to the seven-yed, $iion
Building Canada fund that was established under 2b@7
Building Canada plan, due to expire in 2012, thetdid on a
cost-sharing basis national, regional and locabrjties and
supporting projects designed to deliver resulthiee areas of
national importance, namely a stronger economyjeaner
environment and strong and prosperous communities.

Mr. Hassard:
today to speak on behalf of Motion No. 286.

In March 2008, the Government of Canada and YukoQ

signed a framework agreement under Building Canalde,
Government of Canada’s new long-term infrastructpian.
Under the Building Canada fund the Yukon was toeinex
$182.9 million from Canada over a seven-year pegioding in
2013-14. This funding was to target priority infrasture pro-
jects intended to drive economic growth, produtfivachieve
environmental goals and build strong, sustainabherounities.

Of the total funding, at least $16 million of thaas to be
allocated for community-based public infrastructinméatives.
The Building Canada plan also provided First Natiand
Yukon communities with a $60-million extension k@tgas tax
fund for the years 2010-14.

Based on extensive community consultation during th

spring and summer of 2009, thfakon Infrastructure Plan was
produced and included an extensive list of short lang-term
infrastructure priorities for the Yukon. There wadocus on
five key categories identified under the Buildingnada fund.
They were drinking water, waste water, solid wasteds and
green energy.

The Yukon Infrastructure Plan was a guiding document
from which to choose projects for a year's annagdital plan.
Particular emphasis is placed on addressing isandsneeds
associated with existing development and existirfgastruc-
ture. By focusing on these areas, the Yukon wilabke to help
to ensure that base infrastructure for all Yukomguwnities is
brought up to a standard that will be availablestipport the
needs of communities well into the future.

The Yukon Infrastructure Plan will periodically be re-
viewed and updated to reflect the changing neeasmwimuni-
ties over time. In terms of the gas tax, each ¥&arada’s gas
tax fund is delivered to municipalities across twntry to
support local infrastructure initiatives and en@me economic
growth. It has increased to $2 billion per yeariovally in
2009 and made permanent in 2011. The gas tax Sspmar
nicipal infrastructure projects that create jobsd aelp to pro-
tect the environment, contributing to cleaner elieaner water
and reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Between 2005 and 2014, Yukon will receive a tothl o
$97.5 million from the gas tax fund for local indteucture pri-
orities. To date, over 100 environmental infradiuue projects
have been approved across the territory. Projéotsughout
the Yukon that have been completed or underwayfaer the

Motion No. 286, standing in the name of Mr. Building Canada fund, the gas tax fund, or MRIFalews.

We have $1 million in road repairs in Beaver Creir-
wash Landing phase 1 and 2 of wellhead protectisnyell as
design on roads, totalling over $3.5 million; KleaRirst Na-

®on has received money through their gas tax fugdind they

are either in the process or have completed eighégqts valu-
ing almost half million dollars; Carcross has séee projects
either complete or in the process — those projestsin Car-
cross alone total almost $12 million, not includitige $1.5
million for the Carcross-Tagish First Nation foretfour pro-
jects that they have undertaken; Carmacks has Heer 11
projects with an estimated value of approximatelg #illion;
Little Salmon-Carmacks First Nation has seen aln$8smil-

It's a pleasure to rise in this Assembly lion in six projects for them; Dawson City — we'l@oking at

approximately $46 million spent in Dawson City dwgithis
ime; Haines Junction — while we haven’t made theaun-
tain any bigger, they have done seven or eigheptsjup there
funded through this, to the tune of approximatefysdmillion;
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations have also dibose to
$10 million worth of projects; Marsh Lake — justesv$4 mil-
lion.

Not all of these projects are complete, so if thegm a lit-
tle out of line, some of it is still in planningastes. Mayo — the
Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation is looking at just o$d.4 mil-
lion in that area. Water supply for the community o
Mendenhall is valued at $2 million. The community @Id
Crow has seen upgrades in their water, solid wastleroads to
the tune of just over $10 million. Pelly Crossinglahe Selkirk
First Nation: $4 million for four projects in theérea. There is
$850,000 for the design stage in Tagish. Watsoreltas also
benefited from this project. We're looking at alrh&9 million
for Watson Lake. Whitehorse — many projects falllemnthis
Building Canada or gas taxes and MRIF. There israp
mately $25.5 million for Whitehorse.

In my riding in Faro we had almost $7.5 million\irater
and sewer pipe replacements, pumphouse, some siétigs
such as replacements of boilers and removal ofsésbén the
recreation centre. In Ross River we had over $1liomj part
of that with the arsenic removal road upgradegshéncommu-
nity of Teslin, we have approximately $9 milliorete through
this project: arsenic removal as well there; roadrades and
waste water. The Teslin Tlingit Council has recdiwer $1
million.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, this Building Canada f
has been very important to the Yukon over the fmstyears.
The infrastructure improvements provided through thnding
is fundamental to Yukon communities. Every year\alkon
communities, whether they be incorporated or notiggle to
come up with extra monies to either upgrade ordboéw in-
frastructure. It is very important that this govweent work
with the Government of Canada to provide the Yuloth a
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successor program as the Building Canada fund Isapaines
to a close.

To quote the Hon. Denis Lebel: “As the MinisterTofns-
port, Infrastructure and Communities, I'm very pdoaf the
achievements that have been made possible thrdweglpatrt-
nerships with Yukon and its communities. Lookingeadh,
these strong ties will form the foundation of oexhlong-term
infrastructure plan and ensure Canadian communitesinue
to grow and prosper.”

In closing, | look forward to hearing from othersré in
this Assembly today speak on behalf of Motion N&6.2

Mr. Barr: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
on Motion No. 286 brought forward by the Member Relly-
Nisutlin. We support this motion. It is importahgat the federal
government receive a strong unified voice fromsales of the
Yukon Legislative Assembly that infrastructure fimgishould
carry on once the Building Canada fund expires.

The principles for federal infrastructure fundirtgpsld be
long term, sustainable, predictable, partner wéthitories and
provinces, address municipal concerns, and addhessnost
persistent and critical infrastructure needs.

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities setsrgetaof
$5.7 billion annually over 20 years — $114 billien and the
Association of Yukon Communities supports this.sTisi con-
siderably more than the Building Canada fund allbvie.

The inaugural Canadian infrastructure report caag we-
leased September 11, 2012 by the Canadian Sodcietgi¥il
Engineering, CSCE; the Canadian Public Works Assiori,
CPWA,; the Canadian Construction Association, CCAq the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, FCM. Thearard
represents the first time that the state of ourioipal drinking
water, waste water, storm water and road systeras haen
evaluated at a national level.

The report card was generated using survey refolts
123 municipalities, representing almost 20 milli@anadian
citizens. The report card indicates that the tetdle of our
municipal water, waste water, storm water and regstems
across the country is approximately $538 billioB0F billion
of which was identified as being in poor or veryopoondition.

A further $121.1 billion worth of infrastructure is fair
condition. The total value of infrastructure in arfor worse
state equates to approximately $13,000 per Candubase-
hold.

The Canadian Infrastructure Report Card 2012 deeelo
by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities sayse condi-
tion of “15.4 percent of drinking water pipes rdak or below;
replacement cost — $25.9 billion, or $2,082 perdahwold in
Canada.” The condition of “30.1 percent wastewpipes rank
fair or below; replacement cost — $39 billion, @&,%36 per
household in Canada.” The condition of “23.4 petceh
storm-water pipes rank fair or below; replacemeostc—
$15.8 billion, or $1,270 per household in Canada.”

It goes on to say the condition of “52.6 percenimfnici-
pal roads rank fair or below replacement cost, Wwhec$91.1
billion, or $7,325 per Canadian household.

I would like to give a little bit of background dhe Build-
ing Canada fund. It states: “Under the Building &dan fund,
Yukon will receive $182.9 million ($26.13 millionep year)
from Canada over a seven-year period ending in -2@13
Funding will target priority infrastructure projscintended to
drive economic growth and productivity, achieve iemw
mental goals and build strong, sustainable comrasiOf the
total funding, at least $16 million will be alloeak for commu-
nity-based public infrastructure initiatives. ThailBing Can-
ada plan also provides First Nations and Yukon canities
with a $60-million extension from the gas tax fufat the
years 2010 through 2014.

“The Building Canada fund falls within the Canadakén
framework agreement, signed on March 17, 2008 tlaadCan-
ada-Yukon base funding agreement, signed Septeni2608.
These agreements require the Yukon governmentvelaie a
long-term Yukon infrastructure plan. The plan idée$ poten-
tial infrastructure gaps and priorities in the Yuokancluding
those within First Nation communities, municipagiand un-
incorporated communities over the next 10 to 15rsied@he
Yukon infrastructure plan will be used to identgyojects for
2009 through 2014 of the Building Canada fund. Titet two
years of funding (2007/08 and 2008/09) will be edited to
priority projects already approved by Canada thatimtended
to provide immediate economic stimulus for Yukomson-
omy, drive growth and productivity. Yukon is alsequired to
submit annual capital plans to Canada outlining gheposed
projects to be undertaken in each year of prograeration.
The maximum federal contribution toward any apptbpeo-
jects is seventy-five percent (75%) with the rermgjrfunds to
be covered by Yukon and/or other participants.”

There are a lot more infrastructure needs identifiethe
infrastructure analysis that was funded by the @ng Canada
fund. | know that there is a list from December 2009 of
projects that have been identified in our commasitin the
Yukon. Actually, several pages from all the vari@anmuni-
ties of the Yukon — some of which the Member foilyRe
Nisutlin referred to in his opening remarks. | walike to ask
if the member would pass those along to this sfdae@House
at this time. | see him nodding, so | would thiatt that's a
yes. That's great.

Some questions come to mind when | look at thisllisee
that some things that | know some of the commusitiee ask-
ing for are not on the list. | think of Carcrosst €xample, and
some of the ongoing issues in Old Crow, Dawson,Gitstyo,
Pelly and Beaver Creek. There has been work domegver,
the work on this list that | have is of communipesific pro-
jects.

It says the following potential projects were idéatl
through the planning and consultation process —eshiave
been worked on and there are some dollar figulegted be-
side many of these projects which, | might add,efeceed the
money from the Canada Building fund we have to abtdul-
fill the hopes and goals of each community in geitory.

Knowing that and realizing that leads us to theiomoto-
day, that this fund is ending prior to fulfillindé¢ scope of
what'’s left to be done, | would like to know frommet member
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opposite how it's decided who gets what, where ainn
those timelines are decided upon. How then do whuta put
on the list projects that are not identified in 28MHere we are
a few years later; communities come forward and S@je
also need this”, or some of the priorities havengjea.

I'd like to know how that can be modified. | knowat in
some of the communities that I've travelled in apdbken to
throughout the Yukon there is, | guess, a thanlkfssnfor what
has been put in place, but they feel that an eadltref what
has been built doesn’t reflect what the communignted. |
would just bring that forward again, that differenembers of
this House have stood and said, they would likemraunity
centre, for example, or upgrades to their commucéytre or
our emergency services buildings. They feel thaoihething
happens, it's not what they wanted as the endtresut’s not
happening, period.

So some clarification on that would be very hel@alwe
proceed, because hopefully in our support — oufiathisup-
port of this motion — we will have more dollars complete
these projects, so these are questions that | thésd to be
answered as we proceed.

| would also like to talk a little bit now aboutetspecific
infrastructure challenges in the north. From theu€l North:
Adapting Infrastructure to Climate Change in North€an-
ada” report authored by the National RoundtablehenEnvi-
ronment and the Economy, which will close up shopiarch
2013 due to the federal cuts, there are some csinalsl and
recommendations.

“Canada’s North is on the frontline of climate chanThe
speed and magnitude of change in Canada’s Northitand
uneven and limited response capacity to addressethierging
risk highlight a clear gap in our allocation of sasces and
attention to this region of our country. This igally apparent
with infrastructure vulnerability. Engineering imld climates,
a lack of redundancies in infrastructure systenisyiteéd
financial and human resources to assess risks,y appd
enforce standards, are some of the characteridfies
contribute to this vulnerability.

“A changing climate now adds to the complexity cdnmn
aging risks to northern infrastructure — especialhen com-
bined with the social and economic transformatiaiready
occurring in the region. Driven by economic devetemt and
demographics and exacerbated by climate changeadaan
North is likely to experience unprecedented pressur infra-
structure systems. Infrastructure is both a meanadaptation
and at risk from the impacts of climate change...”

“...many infrastructure systems will intensify ovénée as
climate change accelerates. Yet, their resilienitkebs essen-
tial for sustainable regional development and ffieguarding
national and northern security interests for alln&dians.
Therefore, it is in Canada’s best interest to emghat suffi-
cient regional capacity exists to successfully nganalimate
risks to infrastructure, and that national processed mecha-
nisms work for the North.”

So I'm wondering what we are doing in regard tc the-
port when we hear of the glacier in Atlin, for exam— the
lower ones; they melted. So our water flow is chiagg

So in the studies we have, we have to reanalyzemaw-
fall, our snow melt and our rainfall and the floar four future
energy resources. This is one of the situationsishiaeing dis-
cussed with raising the level of Marsh Lake, foamyple, be-
cause the water is not there in some places frarglaciers,
which we used to take for granted — they have rdelS® it
has a trickle-down effect, like putting a rock irpand, and it
ripples out.

Some people are calling for more stimulus spendietjs
not forget that the economic action plan, which bhaen mar-
keted very well by the Harper Conservatives, walsamthe
government’s radar. They are completely unawataeflobal
economic situation — the situation at home — anral gov-
ernment was about to be brought down. They rezatedpro-
rogued Parliament. They listened to the critics andeiled a
stimulus plan. They did the right thing, not innbear of the anti-
democratic prorogation, but in terms of listenimgothers —
listening to critics and economists and committimg stimulus
program that has helped to lessen the impacts efgtbbal
economic crisis.

Recently, Canadian premiers met in Halifax to dsscum-
portant economic issues. There are many econonaibeciges
that require strong leadership, including the iasheg gap be-
tween rich and poor, getting a fair deal on ouuratresources
and making trade and investment agreements thak Voor
Canadians. With the federal fall economic updatewsig
slowing economic growth and a larger federal dgficanada’s
financial position is weakening. This has led toadl for a re-
versal in priorities from the federal deficit redion to unveil-
ing a new economic stimulus plan.

On November 20, 2012, before the Premier left,NIDd>
Official Opposition challenged the Premier to shieadership
at the premiers meeting and work with his provihaiad terri-
torial colleagues to address the significant irftagure gap
between what we have and what we need in the nahich is
an impediment to economic development and imprayedity
of life. We asked whether the Premier supportedremteration
of Canadian Municipalities and their call for a nemg-term
federal infrastructure action plan, which wouldtc®s.7 billion
a year for the next two decades.

We asked the Premier to support the Associatioriudon
Communities, which has fully supported the Federatf Ca-
nadian Municipalities’ call for a long-term plan &aldress ag-
ing infrastructure that threatens Canada’s econaeielop-
ment. The Association of Yukon Communities chais Isaid
— and | quote: “We believe that in order to addrbsscurrent
and future infrastructure needs, both locally awtdoss the
country, there is need to act now by establishihgnger term
infrastructure plan that involves all levels of govment.”

We trust that this motion is a response to the imgetand
we hope that all premiers are doing likewise arglyapg pres-
sure to the federal government. Maybe it would tEagif we
could all sign a unified letter from all membergliis House or
all parties to the Prime Minister urging for thél ¢&/ the Fed-
eration of Canadian Municipalities for ongoing fimgl and
increasing the numbers that we need to fulfill goals here in
the territory.
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| would like to reiterate some of what | have saidhe
“Our Towns, Our Future” motion debate. We haveeadithe
importance of infrastructure funding recently. Rebe the

moving forward together means that the Yukon gowexmt, in
this regard, will continue to focus on four pillars specifically
a better quality of life, environment, economy ayabd gov-

Vancouver Qun ran an article entitled, “More money needed toernance. At the same time, our efforts are alsngodesigned

deal with crumbling infrastructure, Canadian citiel$ feds.” It
went on to say that the Federation of Canadian bpalities
want $5.75 billion a year, up $2.5 billion a yefr, the next
two decades from the federal government to addigsyy in-
frastructure, which threatens Canada’s economieldement.
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities said tha fund-
ing should be matched by the province and the nipalites
themselves to provide $13.25 billion a year for roipal infra-
structure.

Because the Building Canada fund ends in 2014F#dtk
eration of Canadian Municipalities is launching great Cana-
dian infrastructure challenge. They stated that thithe next
phase of their efforts to ensure that the new l@mm infra-
structure plan is part of the 2013 federal budget that it
meets the needs of our cities and communities. chiadlenge
will bring people from every corner of the couninyo conver-
sation about municipal infrastructure and its int@nce in our
everyday lives. The campaign will demonstrate hamatlians
use local infrastructure to raise their familiegildb their busi-
nesses and take part in their communities.

It all starts with the launch of the campaign’s witdy and
I'll repeat it again:www.fcmchallenge.cal encourage every-
one to visit the site and invite members of thememunity to
visit it. There is a time frame and a time limit\isit and put
down your remarks in the hopes that we get thegrpfan and
investments for the communities that we are lookorg

We would also like to urge the Yukon Party governtrte
support the Federation of Canadian Municipalitiggabking to
their federal counterparts. FCM also called ongbeernment
to tie the gas tax fund to a cost of living indexi@reate a new
core economic infrastructure fund in addition totauing the
Building Canada fund.

| look forward to listening to other members’ commeas
we move forward through this motion, and | thankrgene for
listening. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to thank our own Member
for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forward this impant motion in
support of infrastructure. It is an issue of catiamportance to
just about every Canadian in this country. It hasrband will
continue to be for many, many years. It's no settrat there is
a critical infrastructure deficit across the coyntAs we just
heard from members earlier today and we continudetar
from municipalities and communities across the tgurhere
is aging infrastructure when it comes to our roashken it
comes to sewer and water, when it comes to drinkiater
upgrades — there is a need to adhere to new stiinddmregu-
lations, whether they are incorporated by the Gawent of
Canada or elsewhere. These are all pressuresuthabmmu-
nities and our respective territories and provincestinue to
feel on a daily basis.

The Yukon Party government was recently electedaon
election platform entitled “Moving Forward TogetherSo

to manage prosperity to meet the challenges thgitoaing,
prospering economy brings.

Indeed we have seen over the last number of reeams
our economic future or outlook has grown in leapd bounds.
With that growth so too have there been pressune@ifoa-
structure. What this government has done and whetiqus
Yukon Party governments have done in the past &raiegi-
cally invest in infrastructure that will serve ascatalyst for
continued economic growth in all economic sectarhe terri-
tory.

The Government of Yukon is very much committed and

has been when it comes to ensuring that infrastrednvest-
ments support vibrant and healthy and sustainabtennities
across the territory, all for the purpose of impngvthe quality
of life that we as Yukoners have come to enjoy.

Over the past several years, Yukon specificallylasthe
opportunity and has really risen to the occasiopadner with
the Government of Canada on some 60 infrastrugitocts
to help address those core infrastructure prigritientified by
communities. These projects have supported econgristh
and they've helped to provide real benefits to cammunities
across the territory in terms of real jobs, in teraf building
capacity and in terms of spurring on that additiGe@nomic
growth. Working together in partnership with Canaéfarst
Nation governments and municipal governments, thgoYi
government has supported a number of key imporiant
provements to community infrastructure, specificali areas
of drinking water, waste water, solid-waste managamnlocal
roads and also green energy.

As a result, we have been able to leverage ouwuress,
thanks to having a number of infrastructure fundslenavail-
able to Yukon and to the rest of the country over years.
Specifically, | refer to gas tax funding, where Wwave a re-
newed commitment from Canada to continue to agtuetry
on with that renewal of gas tax funding specifigad commu-
nities and First Nation governments on a go-forwaadis be-
yond 2014.

We have also enjoyed specific funding made availabl
through infrastructure funds in the past — municipaal in-
frastructure fund, which was really investmenttaterally by
communities, by the Yukon and by Canada. We hase la¢en
able to subscribe to programs such as the Canatliategic
infrastructure fund on a 50/50 basis. So we hawenable to
really put all of those funds to work — specifigalivhen we
look to waterfront improvements in the communityG#rcross
and the City of Whitehorse. That was primarily matlee to
Canadian strategic infrastructure funds.

More recently, we've been able to subscribe to ifugd
made available under Building Canada fund for drigkvater,
upgrades in the community of Carcross. That's judt one
example of one community. To be very sure, throtigh —
combined under the banner of Canada’s economioragiian
and infrastructure initiatives such as the Build®@gnada fund,
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the gas tax fund, infrastructure stimulus fund #rel other in-
frastructure funds that | just alluded to — peoplgoss the
territory have safer roads and cleaner water. Theye im-

proved their recreational and cultural infrastrueturhe tangi-
ble benefits of having infrastructure investmentshsas these,
which continue to be enhanced on a daily basisyvarg im-

mense. We're very appreciative of the opporturitycontinue

that partnership approach to the national, to dggonal and to
our own local infrastructure priorities. | can’tess the impor-
tance of partnerships when it means that evernadaivested
will continue to be built on other dollars investiddough other
governments and leverage other resources andadfiffeneans
on a daily basis. What that means is that we velable to con-
tinue to meet the needs of today and tomorrow.

Today’'s motion really speaks about the critical amipnce
of the Building Canada plan and the Building Canfastal that
goes along with that plan. | want to go back to fears ago,
when the Building Canada was first announced. dltext that
time there was a significant amount of discussioross the
country about utilizing those funds immediately dnese of the
world economic recession and certainly the implaat has had
upon our global economy.

Yukon has not only subscribed to the stimulus fogdi
made available under Canada’s economic action [anwe
also went to work on designing a plan forward urtderBuild-
ing Canada fund. As a result of planning and makiregbest
use of investment, such as all of the infrastriefunds that |
have alluded to, we have been able to expand Huhref each
of these funds over the course of several yearieunther
jurisdictions that literally have only been ableexpand in a
much shorter time frame because of various reasons.

Thanks to planning and the good work of our offiien
collaboration with our communities, we have beete ato
spread the degree of investment in each of our aamties
over a given time. That's good — it's good becaasthe end
of the day there is only so much capacity withim building
community, our engineering and surveying commurtibybe
able to deliver all of these good projects.

Yukon did come up with an infrastructure plan baak
2009 in consultation with communities, and it rgallas the
road forward based on these five different planksgrinking
water upgrades, roads and so forth. At that timeai$ identi-
fied to be about a billion dollars’ worth of comnityninfra-
structure needs.

As a result of the funds that we have been abdeibscribe
to, just under the Building Canada fund alone — agdin,
that is a 25-percent Yukon investment, 75-perceméstment
by Canada — we’ll have benefited by over $265 wnilliand
that doesn’t take into consideration other investimehrough
some of these other infrastructure funds.

The infrastructure funds that referred to earliercdme to
an end, and some have come to an end. Building daaiga
coming to an end very shortly in 2014 and that iy we have
gone to work over the past year on a renewal ofrtfrastruc-
ture funding. | can say that earlier this year dl ftlae opportu-
nity to co-host a roundtable discussion with comityustake-
holders across the territory, with the federal ster responsi-

ble for infrastructure, and was able to hear diyeftom repre-
sentatives of the engineering community, recreatiommu-
nity, surveyors, the building, the trades, the Cbhanof Com-
merce, First Nations, municipalities and many ather

It was a really great opportunity to hear first-tiato be
able to convey the benefits of having infrastruetfunding
made available for each of our communities — frommicl
we’ve had tangible benefits ever since — but atsbe able to
articulate our experiences with respect to thedug Canada
fund and the gas tax fund and the need for onglinding for
Yukon infrastructure.

At that meeting, representatives talked about itigortant
links between safe roads and bridges, water tredtmecrea-
tion, waste-water treatment, information technolatfyastruc-
ture and, of course, our own Yukon economy. Thigstruc-
ture is absolutely essential for carrying forth loealthy and
sustainable Yukon communities. | know the Associatdf
Yukon Communities, under their leadership, has alzd the
opportunity to speak to Minister Fletcher on a nemtf occa-
sions and we continue to work with our own Assagcratof
Yukon Communities on a way forward with Ottawa.

It's unfortunate | don’t have the news transcrifnfi the
president of the Association of Yukon Communitibsf her
remarks have been — not only this current presjdauit also
the previous president — very glowing about thersrrela-
tionship that communities have enjoyed with the dtulgov-
ernment over the years, and that isn't necessdnidy case
across the country. In fact, | take great libertybeing able to
talk about the benefits of working together withr ctommuni-
ties and how we have been able to really put mdoegood
use over the years, and that goes a long way thrawagking
together.

We have been working alongside our communitiesmen
frastructure projects that continue to assist nmipaliies and
our communities to overcome challenges when it cotodiv-
ing in the north. It includes our own remote looati our
smaller population, the increasingly variable nerthclimate,
the aging infrastructure, need for additional céyaand the
relatively underdeveloped nature of our own basfcastruc-
ture when it comes to roads and bridges and ITrauaxicipal
infrastructure — and it goes on.

We recognize this and are very proud to have imgest
areas where our most critical challenges lie, whi@hdrinking
water, waste water, solid waste, infrastructure sadorth. |
know my time is waning here, but | want to say tivat con-
tinue to work through the Premiers table, the Cduofcthe
Federation. We continue to work with our northepurer-
parts, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, opaa-north
approach for addressing specific infrastructuredeem the
north — when it comes to base-plus funding, thatihains
flexible and that we have that certainty of fundimy a long-
term basis so we can budget, plan and rely onuthdirfig; that
it remains adequate and we can truly address é@stnucture
deficit in the territories and all the other pros@s. Most im-
portantly, we need that base-plus per capita fundin

Not only is our infrastructure somewhat difficuét ton-
struct in the territory, it's costly to repair aitts costly to op-
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erate. The more remote the location the more ctistiyroject;
therefore, we need that added flexibility built in.

| believe that the investments that our governmieas
made over the past number of years have reallthediounda-
tion for that long-term planning. It has really bled us to
demonstrate how our communities are very knowlebolgesn
developing plans and prioritizing projects. Theyhed signifi-
cant results and we have been very pleased to goawith
Canada in addressing these very challenges. THdiyiCan-
ada funding has allowed us the flexibility to piii@e invest-
ments across all sectors. Working collaborativedgether,
we’ve been able to optimize the use of both funds.

Just in terms of investments — | know the membeyoep
site had mentioned lists — one only has to loofosit news
releases that we issue on a yearly basis. Thel mpebur an-
nual capital plan and the infrastructure initiaths. In fact,
earlier this year, Ryan Leef, the MP for Yukon, andn-
nounced the initiatives for 2012-13.

One only has to go on the website for the Governiroén
Yukon to take a look at all the infrastructure iative lists.
This year alone we have, | believe, just over $3lan jointly
funded by Canada and the Yukon government. It dedua
whole host of initiatives, but specifically it hamabled us to
invest in water projects in Burwash Landing, foaewle, of
over $2 million; Kluane First Nation’s plan to i $400,000
of their gas tax funds, coupled with that, for wat@grades;
water treatment facility in Carcross for over $4liam; over $2
million toward well upgrades in Mayo; $2 millionrf@a com-
munity well in Mendenhall; and over $1.5 millionrfavater
treatment improvements in Ross River.

What | want to say is that — and | know that myéiis
just about up — it is really critical that we cante to adhere to
some of the new regulatory framework when it cotoedrink-
ing water upgrades, removal of arsenic and arseeament.
This is where that funding comes in most criticadly that it
enables all the communities.

Finance, who is struggling to meet targets thaehaeen set to
try to balance the federal budget; perhaps he ntighthe only
one.

It remains to be seen whether the scope of thedBgil
Canada successor fund will have to be reduced beaaiuthe
fiscal constraints the Government of Canada finsslfiin. In
the 2011 federal budget the Government of Canadaritted
to working with partners and stakeholders to dgvedolong-
term plan for public infrastructure that extendydred the ex-
piry of the Building Canada plan for 2014. To mt#s com-
mitment, Infrastructure Canada is engaging prownoerrito-
ries, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities aottier
stakeholders to shape the development of a newtkmg in-
frastructure plan.

The Building Canada fund has helped to build manfisai
structure projects throughout the Yukon — as theriider for
Pelly-Nisutlin has already outlined, and also theibter of
Community Services. | know that negotiations oruecgessor
program continue across the country between theefdavent
of Canada and the provinces and territories. | krbat the
Association of Yukon Communities is interested eeisg a
successor program to Building Canada, and the BRtderof
Canadian Municipalities has also presented thaugdhts to
the Government of Canada.

If the Government of Yukon has made a submissiaheo
Government of Canada on this issue, it would batgresee it.
Perhaps the Minister of Community Services caretétioday
if this does exist. | am pleased to add my voic¢hte motion
and hope that it will move these discussions fodnaard that a
new program will be announced in the next fedetaldet or
sooner.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm pleased to rise today to
speak to Motion No. 286. | think it's a wonderfulotion. |
want to quote a little bit first from comments mdxethe Hon.
Denis Lebel, the Minister of Transport, Infrasturet and

That coupled with ongoing operation and maintenanc€ommunities, because they play into exactly how gavern-

funding available through the comprehensive muaicgrant,
to which all members subscribe or voted unanimotistya
new five-year program. That too will assist comntiesi in
meeting their ongoing improvements.

It's unfortunate | don’t have more time, becaudsave a
whole list of added examples in every single comityutiat
has benefited from this fund and why it is absdluse critical
that we give our unanimous support to the contionadf this
funding — that and more.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Barr: I'd like the House to recognize mother,
volunteer, advocate and very hard worker, Robirs@i] who
is visiting.

Applause

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | will be brief and | will be

in support of this motion. I'm not sure if thereaisybody in the
country who would not be — perhaps the federal i of

ment has developed and worked with our partnettisn

“Safe, modern and efficient public infrastructusea key
to Canada’s economic growth and long-term prospefihow-
ing how important infrastructure is to our coun&y a whole,
and to the quality of life of every Canadian, | @noud to be
leading the development of a long-term plan forljguimfra-
structure that extends beyond the expiry...” — thgwkad
“expiry” — “...of the Building Canada plan. A new Igfterm
infrastructure plan will position our nation to mebe chal-
lenges and opportunities of the coming decades.”

Through Canada’s economic action plan and our 4infra
structure programs, our government has maintaimecdpen
dialogue with partners and stakeholders about #st Wway to
support national and local priorities through istracture in-
vestments. Moving forward we will continue to watlosely
on infrastructure projects and make a differencectonmuni-
ties large and small. From wind farms that poweegion to
safe and efficient highways, together we have n@aleada a
better place in which to live, work and do businéss
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| can speak to the fact that this government —inman-
ning with Building Canada funding, we've done exaathat
Minister Lebel had said. We've had an open dialogith our
partners, and the proof, for the lack of a bettemt is in the
pudding, if you look at the infrastructure upgradesng on in
the communities.

We know Building Canada funding is $8.8 billion aitid
under the Building Canada plan. This fund addressg¢isnal,
regional and local infrastructure priorities, aosfger economy,
a cleaner environment and strong and prosperousncoities.
How the fund works is by making investments in pubifra-
structure owned by provincial, territorial and meipal gov-
ernments, and in certain cases, private sectornamdprofit
organizations.

Cost-sharing was the key to this. All projects fedd
through the Building Canada fund are cost-shareth the
maximum federal contribution to any project being more
than 50 percent. Generally speaking, municipal qutsj were
cost-shared with a one-third basis and the maxinfederal
share is limited to one-third, with matching cabtrions from
the provinces and municipalities.

For projects where the asset is owned by a prisattor
entity, a maximum federal contribution of 25 pettgeand the
territories, funding is administered through theovancial-
territorial base fund.

| would have this to say: | think every Yukoner amdst
Canadians, if they can come up here to see outihédaiding
of Kluane, should go through that cultural centtss. an in-
credible centre; it's definitely worth the view.

| spoke to the Building Canada fund and the muaicip-
ral infrastructure fund; now | will speak to thesgax. Cham-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations were able to usmes fund-
ing through Building Canada and some through theiacipal
rural infrastructure fund — the MRIF — and then lgve the
Klukshu Hall water systems upgrades, which was ges
money, of almost $15,000. I'm happy to say thatrthad at our
old D& Ku building is going to be insulated andth@as tax
money — $162,000.

We had municipal mayors and city mayors and cosancil
out in the community and we got a chance — the Conity
Services minister — to get a one-on-one tour of rehthis
money is going through our water treatment plant, water
reservoir pump system and our arsenic treatmemtadt really
good to take some of the officials through theresde exactly
where their money is going and how important ithiat, when
Environment comes up with a set of standards, weradto
those standards and we put money into our infretstre.

Later on in the day, | took a few of the CEOs tlglouhe
same tour the officials got to go through becawseesof them
are having that infrastructure come to their comithesn too.

The two components of the Building Canada fund -e- th It's really important to see that this is goingoad way in our

major infrastructure component and the communitiesipo-
nent — research, knowledge, planning and feasibdftidies

communities. We've got things from fire hall impeouents to
arena ice plant replacement. Our arena ice plaiacement

were financed under these components. Building @ana was gas tax money, which we alleviated by havingdsg

fund’s major infrastructure component, the MIC g&ts larger
strategic projects of national and regional sigaifice. Under
the MIC at least two-thirds of the funding suppagtsjects and
addresses national priorities to improve the lioE€anadians.
These include projects related to — which | wileag to in a
little bit — drinking water, waste water, publicatisit, core
national highway systems and green energy. Canagls
nomic action plan announced in 2009 improved th€ Mio-
gram by simplifying the federal approval procesdtst more
projects could get done quickly and be underway.

| want to speak a little bit to some of the progetttat I've
seen in my riding. The first thing | wanted to talout was the
Building Canada fund, the municipal rural infrasture fund
and the gas tax fund. By having the Building Canfachal, by
our government creating this and by having the wipal rural
infrastructure fund, it alleviated a lot of press@n our gas tax
money so we could get more upgrades done in ouiaipari-
ties and communities.

A good example of that is with the Champagne arghiAi
hik First Nations — the Takhini River arsenic traant was
from the Building Canada fund — that was a $580,00@.
The Champagne and Aishihik First Nations water Krabop
was a Building Canada fund; it was $375,000. Then lpok
down the water and sewer and roads and there waslamu-
nicipal infrastructure fund of $414,000. The Chagmpa and
Aishihik First Nations Cultural Centre was also amicipal
rural infrastructure fund, and that was an $8-willipartner-
ship.

Canada funding, that's going to go toward greengnéVe're
going to use the heat from the ice plant to hefastructure
around it — the new change rooms that we were apprfor.
So that plays into the green energy and havingenuissions
come down.

So another thing | did notice when | looked throubts
Building Canada fund, and | looked through evergnowinity
in the Yukon. I'll say it again — every community because
the Yukon Party government, when this fund becavadable,
looked at infrastructure. They didn't look at it ‘asBho wants
what”. They went out there and looked at all thieaistructure
and prioritized everything for the needs of all 6uakrs, in all
communities. So the money was spent equally is@thmuni-
ties for all Yukoners.

This Yukon Party government I'm proud to be parbet
lieves that that’s the direction and this is how sf®uld go
with this stuff. So when | got a chance to go tigtowll the
different communities, there was a lot of moneyngdio those
communities. I'd like to speak a little bit to tHiact that the
money in those communities created jobs in thosenwoni-
ties. It created hotel rooms. The tourism indussrydown a
little bit. I've heard from all the tourism operasp and a lot of
them are down a little bit. This is something ttie Canadian
government, through Building Canada, increased ifupdor
us in the north, and we got to create more jolmimcommuni-
ties, have people staying in our hotels, frequentr bars,
utilizing some of our existing infrastructure, whet it's the
hockey areas or the pools, and being part of thexaanity.
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So this is a great thing that the Canadian goventrceme
up with. We are definitely looking forward to thext line
coming through.

| would just also like to say that other jurisdicts that are
part of Building Canada were quite fast with howeyttrspent
their money. This Yukon Party government looked tfz
money we had and did it as | alluded to earlier e-managed
these projects to the point where the funding th&teger and
created more jobs for longer terms. | think thaswiae right
thing to do.

| looked at all the community projects, as | saédooe, and
| was very impressed with what each community galidn’t
realize how much of this money was going to criticdra-
structure needs for the communities. On that nateen it
comes to the next line of funding that comes frotta®a, |
look forward again to working with my counterpade ad-
dressing the key issues for all Yukoners and warkogether
with our First Nation governments, our municipalvgm-
ments, our federal government, our local advisammittees
that don’'t have the structure of a mayor and cduifai the
next phase of funding, so that all Yukoners careberOn that
note, once again | would like to throw my suppomvard this
motion. On behalf of all the residents of Kluanéale heard a
lot of positive thoughts and thank-yous to this govnent for
taking into consideration the small rural commuasti— ones
that are a long way from Whitehorse. They were kappsee
that we didn’t spend all the money just in Whitedeoand that
we looked at rural Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
for bringing forth this motion. The NDP supportsstimotion
and it's important that the federal government nez@ strong
unified voice from all sides of the Yukon LegisletiAssembly
that infrastructure funding carries on once theentrBuilding
Canada fund expires. The principles outlined fakefal infra-
structure should be long-term; sustainable; pradlet partner
with territories, provinces and municipalities; aggs munici-
pal concerns; and address the most persistentraiglanfra-
structure needs.

When speaking and thinking about this, | thoughat itis
easy to spend money; it's more difficult to spenahey effec-
tively.

| was pleased to see and hear from members opbsite
emphasis on community involvement. In order to speisely
and to manage the money effectively, the peoplsesipbto
where it's being spent need to be involved. It'staghe local
communities to set priorities and to work hand amdh with the
territorial government and agencies to take adypniaf this
funding. The examples | have seen in communitiesynrid-
ing have built on that. I'm pleased to see that saylthat their
involvement in this fund has strengthened the conityand
built them to be stronger communities.

I would encourage the government to continue thekwo
begun by communities and government in “Our Towdar
Future” and to continue that dialogue, one with thieer, so
that they can work hand in hand to the advantagbeif citi-
zens.

I would emphasize wherever possible: Build the lloca
workforce, hire local contractors, hire local labens and pro-
fessionals and use this as an opportunity to fpewple in the
labour force, young and old. | was also pleasesk® some of
the emphasis on green projects. Considering themdilas
we’re facing in terms of climate change, we needhtnd our
ways. We need to lessen our impact upon the pldt'getim-
portant that we use this opportunity and the fuansilable to
do so.

I noticed a number of the green projects identifre@009
have yet to be completed and | look forward toitgjkto my
communities and having them participate in thisttsey can
help reduce Yukon's carbon emission and so peoaie get
involved and work in order to make Yukon a leadeaigreen
economy. Yukoners are innovative and they do comevith
ideas. They are creative and entrepreneurial agyl ¢hn take
that and move forward.

I like the idea that it is long term and sustaieaghd will
contribute to the lasting benefit not only to calbbdur force, but
to our buildings and to our infrastructure. | wousldggest that
when the government is holding talks with the fetdlgovern-
ment, they should be encouraged to index the fisashe
funds increase with the cost of living increasésvé sign an-
other seven-year accord, by the time this rungtowill be 14
years and costs will have increased significartlyreplace a
structure.

| speak on behalf of all communities — unincorpedat
ones as well as the municipalities that are incafea. They
appreciate that fund. They have done some goodgharith it
and they look forward to the next round. | do supplais mo-
tion. As | said, it's important that the federalvgonment re-
ceives a strong, unified voice from all sides af ¥ukon Leg-
islative Assembly. Thank you.

Ms. McLeod: My thanks to the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin for bringing this forward. The matter die Building
Canada fund and all of the municipal sharing fuads of ex-
treme importance to rural Yukon.

Watson Lake has received, in the last go-arouridiah of
$7.5 million, which went toward water and sewer epife-
placements and various phases of the installatianrew wet
well.

To see that project through to completion is atemdther
$15 million, which is, of course, difficult to gerate from our
small tax base, so we are really looking forwardncextension
to this Building Canada. The money that we ceryahdpe is
forthcoming will go toward expanding the water mesg. It's
only a quarter of the size that we need for a townsize and,
in fact, when we have a fire, the well runs dry. W't have
enough water to manage our town and our fire sesvié/e are
not looking at frills like recreation and touridtractions, like
some people; we're looking at, really, the nuts haltis of get-
ting life done in a community. The use of this fus@éxtremely
important for those necessities. Watson Lake hageé@-old
infrastructure, and the start of the replacemenhefwater and
sewer lines is really an important step toward watmserva-
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tion and protection of the environment. Anybody wias 40-
year-old water pipes is in need of a redo.

I am thankful for the commitment that has been show
the government to see this money spent strategiaedund the
territory and, really, on things that the commuwastneed. The
repair and maintenance of our water distributiostesy is of
great importance to the people of Watson Lake.ak heen
identified by the people of Watson Lake as a piyorand |
certainly want to see the rest of that money coorerdrd to
finish the project.

The town is also looking for money for landfill mege-
ment. Our mayor has advised that we're in need3ofmlion
to $5 million to satisfactorily manage our solidsiea

| look forward to moving this motion forward andeseg
some pressure applied to the federal governmesgddhat the
fund is extended, under whatever form, and thdt's taave to
say. Thank you very much.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin for bringing this motion forward.

| rise to speak in support of this motion. I'd like talk
about what has been accomplished through the Bgil@ian-
ada fund. My intention here is to demonstrate thiat program
has merit and deserves to continue.

With respect to Building Canada, | understand thate
have been some challenges facing the federaltaali and
local municipal governments. Several organizatiand agen-
cies have spoken to Canada’s infrastructure defioibking at
news stories on the Internet, I've seen numbensdsrt $120
billion to over $400 billion.

In my reading on the Parliament of Canada’s wepgite
the information series area of government spendiletyt and
taxation, | came across an article by Jean Dupnis Rean
Ruffilli on the Government of Canada investmentspirblic
infrastructure.

They wrote: “Although a growing infrastructure ‘gaqr
deficit is widely recognized, there is little agmeent as to
whether any progress is being made to address ristdem.
For example, the Federation of Canadian Municiieslithas
spoken of a $123 billion municipal infrastructurefidit that
persists in spite of nearly two decades of fedefahstructure
investment.”

| also want to note the Parliament of Canada’s Sefies
publication by John Christopher, entitled “The AcctTrans-
portation, Infrastructure and Communication”. Thasticle
flags several items of interest to this discussion.

He writes that the matter of Arctic sovereignty hdawn
attention to the lack of adequate transportationhia region
and the associated infrastructure that would beledé¢o sup-
port improvements.” In the section on infrastruetaievelop-
ment within the Arctic, he points out: “For commiies to take
advantage of the expansion of resource industieseased
tourism and services for increased marine actsjiti@rctic
communities will require marine infrastructure. §hiill be a
critical step toward reducing costs and improviegvices to
these communities.” He observes that, “The fedgmlern-

ment is looking at the transportation infrastruetaeeds of the
Arctic region.”

He also looked at the benefits of improved commamic
tions, especially in the area of telemedicine, ation and
business and personal use. What | took away fratatticle is
that there are many areas in which we could ingestinfra-
structure dollars. | think we need to be focused stnategic in
our efforts. In looking at the costs involved, balthink we
need to work in partnership with Canada. | do res bow a
municipality or a territory could take on thesejpots without
working in partnership.

Everyone agrees that public infrastructure is keyour
economic competitiveness, but we are also seemtgstime of
our infrastructure is in need of upgrading. In wwe, the
Government of Canada funded a series of cost-ghano-
grams. In the case of the Canadian strategic infretsire fund,
the cost of major new projects was split 50/50 eefvCanada
and Yukon. For the municipal rural infrastructused, the cost
sharing was one-third to Canada, one-third to Yu&od one-
third to the local municipality. These funds weget 8p to ad-
dress different needs in our communities, but doai$ was on
road improvements, public transit, water and wasiéer pro-
jects.

I'd like to mention the gas tax fund, which prowdgtable
funding directly to municipalities to support impements to
local infrastructure. | read through the FederatidrCanadian
Municipalities website. While parts of it are nat elevant to
Yukon as they are to larger centres, | did wanteference
some of their comments around why Canada needsstnific-
ture.

“Canada needs fast, efficient transportation nete/dhat
connect suppliers to customers, workers to jobsd an
importers/exporters to global markets.” The FCM mmaged
that Canada has “...gaps in national transporatidwaorks.”
Of interest to me was their observation that “...manyal,
remote, and northern communities lack the bridheghways
and airports to stay reliably connected to urbamketa and to
sustain local economies and the quality of lifefiey also
noted that municipalities did not have the tax kasespond to
these growing challenges.

In response to the concerns brought forward inbilndget
2011 and the economic action plan 2012, the Goventrof
Canada has committed to working with partners aattes
holders to develop a long-term plan for public astructure
that extends beyond the expiry of the Building Gknplan in
2014.

I want to acknowledge that the Government of Cariada
stepping up to the plate. With respect to the gagund alone,
the total gas tax funds across the nation amount&s billion
over five years from 2005 to 2010 and then contihat $2
billion per year through to 2014. Yukon’s share7§ percent,
currently $37.5 million per year. | don't think tieés a need to
go through a detailed list of how the funds wetecalted, but
$35.5 million a year can go a long way.

These infrastructure funds have resulted in many im
provements for Yukon communities. As the MinistéfTour-
ism and Culture, I'm deeply appreciative of thaseds, as they
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have resulted in substantial upgrades to the watgs in both
Carcross and Whitehorse. The Whitehorse waterfpoojects
were funded through the CSIF for millions of dadlaand I'm
advised that the project is near completion.

I'd also like to mention the Kwanlin Dun Culturakftre,
through CSIF for $14.8 million, which is now comig@e— and
indeed it was a highlight for me to attend the grapening of
that centre earlier this year. Not all of the petgethat we work
on — not all of the priorities that we fund — rdsih a
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre. Some of the projects gery
important but largely unnoticed.

| want to turn my thoughts to the $8.8 billion Rlirig
Canada fund. This fund addresses national, regiandllocal
infrastructure priorities and supports projectsigiesd to de-
liver results in three areas of national importarecestronger
economy, a cleaner environment and strong and erosp
communities.

In the territories, funding is administered throubke pro-
vincial-territorial base fund. The Building Canadad is made
up of two components: the major infrastructure congnt and
the communities component. The major infrastructtompo-
nent of the Building Canada fund targets largegtsgic pro-
jects of national and regional significance. UniB€, at least
two-thirds of the funding supports projects thalreds national
priorities and improve the lives of Canadians. Ehexlude
projects related to drinking water, waste watemljputransit,
the core national highway system and green endiiggy.com-
munities component of the Building Canada fund étsgro-
jects in communities with populations of less the®0,000.
The fund recognizes the unique infrastructure nesdd€an-
ada’s smaller communities and focuses on projdes meet
environmental, economic and quality-of-life objges. The
program has funded more than 1,400 smaller scajegis that
improve water, waste water, public transit, locahds and
other types of community infrastructure.

We are also committed to improving Yukon’s sewed an
water systems. | want to mention a few projects tthiink are
also very important. These funds are being usegtvade the
Marwell water and sewer system with the Buildingn&da
fund of $6.5 million, which is to be completed tifédl. Also in
Marwell is a lift upgrade funded through the gag far
$355,850. | am given to understand that this ptdj@s been
completed.

Let me mention some of the other water-, sewewaste-
related investments funded through the gas tax.fdinds is
addressed in the area of a cleaner environmerdnitwnention
them all, but just to give members an example: insaenpling
stations, pumphouse and recirculation stations$b60,000;
Selkirk water pumphouse replacement for $7.4 mmilliSelkirk
well development for just under $3.5 million; Itation up-
grades of just under $800,000; the Livingstone ITsaivage
outfall pipe for just over $5.7 million; and compgsogram
improvements of $2.7 million.

I'll also mention some of the road-related investiseWe
have the intersection upgrade at the Alaska Higharay Two
Mile Hill, Building Canada fund, of $750,000, whidh now
complete. There’s a Building Canada fund investnodr1.9

million for phase 1 of the asphalt overlay projekty col-
leagues were very pleased that the Hamilton Bouteeaten-
sion was built using an MRIF investment of $10 ol This
extension has eased the traffic substantially am Afaska
Highway and Two Mile Hill intersection.

I'd also like to take a moment to note the tramsis re-
placement project, which was funded through gas fax
$900,000. This speaks to the section of this matio@ cleaner
environment, as well. For those of us who likeitie our bikes
or go jogging, these funds have resulted in investsiin as-
phalt paths and trail connections around the cityafcombined
total of $322,000. | know from speaking to manynof con-
stituents in Porter Creek South that people arasglé to see
some of the work being done on the trails neardP@teek as
recently as this past summer and fall.

My point here was to showcase what it is these Suthet
liver, and I'd like to start my conclusion of myraments today
by noting the famous line from the moweésld of Dreams: “If
you build it, they will come.”

Several times in the last year I've found myselhking
about that line. Many Yukoners approach us, andynodmnmy
constituents in Porter Creek South approach me gitat
ideas that really would benefit Yukon. Perhaps they advo-
cating for new public works projects; sometimesythee shar-
ing their vision for a private development to addra need. |
find myself thinking that, yes, if you build it, ¢l will come.

In the November-December 2012 editionBafond Num-
bers, which is the magazine put out by the InstituteCbfar-
tered Accountants of British Columbia, | read thaty line.
The author mentioned that in British Columbia mipatities
undertake their own projects, building playing digl commu-
nity parks, recreation and convention centres andemall in
the hopes of attracting residents and visitorshié&r new facili-
ties.

The reality is, however, that if we build it, costdl also
come. Having said that, I'm hopeful that any neWastructure
program will include recognition of ongoing opecsti and
maintenance costs.

As | look at this motion, | agree that we need tgeuthe
Government of Canada to implement a successor arognat
is funded on a cost-sharing basis — national, reajiand local
priorities and support projects designed to deliresults in
three areas of national importance, namely a seoegonomy,
a cleaner environment and strong, prosperous colitiegin

As we speak to this very motion, | cannot helptbirk of
my constituents in Porter Creek South who are ualieg
their own building projects. | know of two homesthare get-
ting significant modifications to add second levefsto them.
Just this morning on my way into the office, | wetil that one
house is being strapped and reinsulated, and #rera couple
of duplexes and single-family homes also being tanted.

So as Building Canada provides opportunities ttebetur
community with new infrastructure, a few of my cotgents in
Porter Creek South are also bettering our commumiity their
own home improvements. | would like to take thipogunity
to thank them.
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| support this motion and | look forward to the pap of
my colleagues of all political stripes in the Ldgiare here
today. Thank you.

Speaker:
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Hassard:
tening to all the people who spoke here today.ds$ wice that
everyone sounded positive and it appears that emeryjs
speaking on behalf of this motion. | look forwaadseeing this
motion go to vote, and hopefully it's a unanimouecidion.
Thank you very much.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Bairr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 17 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.

Motion No. 286 agreed to

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 48: Act to Amend the Access to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act — Second Reading

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Istchenko.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protection of Pri-
vacy Act, be now read a second time.

Speaker:
Highways and Public Works that Bill No. 48, entitl&ct to
Amend the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act, be now read a second time.

Speaker:

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

It has been moved by the Hon. Minister of

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: It's my pleasure to rise in the
House today to speak to the proposed amendmertte tac-
cess to Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The purpose
of these amendments is to ensure that the confidigntre-

If the member now speaks, he will close de-quired for effective government decision-makingpi®operly

balanced with the public’s right to access inforiorat Under
the existing legislation, ATIPP does not provide tsupport

It's certainly nice to stand here after lis- policy advisors require to deliver full and framifarmation to

decision-makers.

Although existing ATIPP legislation appears to mguiae
Cabinet confidences and offers exemption for advieeom-
mendations, policy considerations, draft legiskatémd regula-
tions, a lack of clarity does persist that makes lggislation
appear to say one thing and do another. When than&acon-
fidences are not upheld and incomplete drafts aetinginary
briefings are thrown into the public sphere, poti crowing
and scaremongering often ensues. Decision-makersnar
given the opportunity to complete their work. Asgqtions
about direction or outcome often form before a siedi is
complete, making the work of public officials aliet more
time-consuming and costly, a burden that ultimatély tax-
payers bear.

Furthermore, the spreading of inaccuracies andnfoisi
mation leads to confusion, both internal to govezntmand
within the public sphere.

This can lead to a perceived lack of clarity ondirection
of particular issues still in the early stages efe@lopment. It is
imperative ATIPP be allowed to operate as it wagimally
intended — allowing the public-wide access to goweznt
information and records, with only limited exclussoto infor-
mation that may compromise personal privacy or @mévhe
development of sound public policy.

These amendments reinforce and clarify the conoépt
Cabinet confidences by striking a balance betwéenability
for the advisors to provide advice in a full andnik manner
and being open and accountable to Yukoners. Thigigion
helps to ensure ministers receive all the forthrigivice they
require to make good decisions on behalf of all dhdes,
which is the job they were elected to do — to repré the
interests of the public and to develop and maingmiod public

olicy.

These amendments are consistent with the legislatio
most other Canadian jurisdictions. Both Newfoundlaand
Labrador and Alberta have recently introduced amerds
similar to ours.

Almost all other Canadian jurisdictions already éaas-
pects of these provisions in their legislation,luding North-
west Territories, Nunavut, British Columbia, Saska&tvan,

Second reading, Bill No. 48, standing in the Manitoba, Ontario, Nova Scotia and Prince Edwalanks. By

better defining the parameters of the act with #rnisendment,

I move that Bill No. 48, entitled Cabinet confidences will be upheld and policy adgswill be

able to provide the frank, non-partisan advice embmmen-
dations needed for effective governance.

Again, this is not a heavy-handed attempt to resttie
flow of public information. Rather, its purposetts strike an
important balance to protect information that netedbe pro-
tected in order to uphold the values of our Wessteinmodel
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of government, while also ensuring a government tip&olds
the values of openness and accountability.

We believe that this amendment will provide comneani
tions between advisors and decision-makers by engsacces-
sibility to all the relevant material that is rempd to make in-
formed decisions.

The purpose of these amendments is to strike aorbaqt
balance between maintaining the integrity of Cabioenfi-
dences and the public’s right to obtain documents.

Let me start by stating that this government hatreng
record of responding quickly and completely to #ueess to
information request. | am pleased to say that Hasvand
Public Works — my department — was specifically thamed
several times in Newspapers Canada’s recent Natiemss-
dom of Information Audit, when the Yukon governmeves
listed among the fastest responders of all Cangdr&dictions
and, in some cases, proactively publishing requiesténfor-
mation without restriction.

The amendments we bring forward today simply bthig
act in line with its original intention. As we haworked with
the legislation, it has become clear to this gonemt that
documents are disclosed through ATIPP that weremewv
tended to be disclosed because of uncertainty éanwty the
legislation was written. These amendments bringtgléo par-
ticular wording in the section of the act wheresthihcertainty
has been seen time and time again.

In its current state this act does not effectivelgognize
the essential need to balance the public’'s righhtormation
with reasonable restrictions in the interest ofdjgovernance.

It is not uncommon for pieces of legislation todmeended
from time to time. This is one such case. Changesi$ act are
required as a means of ensuring that Cabinet cemdigls can
be respected as part of our Westminster model eémgance.
A key principle of the Westminster model is “colige re-
sponsibility”. Cabinet confidentiality flows fronhis responsi-
bility. Decision-makers and their advisors requhre ability to
have full and frank discussions in an environmehtre pre-
liminary information will not be disclosed. Oncalecision has
been made, it is at this point that all ministems Besponsible
for supporting a decision. It is at this point thfitministers are
held accountable for Cabinet decisions. | woule ltk point

with doing, which is to represent the best interestthe public
they have been elected to work for.

Again, these amendments bring the right balancerdmt
the ability for advisors to provide advice in alfahd frank
manner and to be open and accountable to Yukofiérs.
amendment brings Yukon in line with numerous otBana-
dian jurisdictions that have similar provisions ¢asure the
integrity of their overall governance.

Yukon’s Information and Privacy Commissioner has an
important role to provide oversight and supervisiothe gov-
ernment’s implementation of this act. This indepartdand
apolitical office represents the public and helps Yukon’s
public bodies live up to the high standards weeaflect. Cen-
tral to the Yukon’s Information and Privacy Comniser’'s
role is maintaining the important balance betweeress and
restriction to help protect the important princgplenshrined in
the act and in these amendments. The InformatidnPaivacy
Commissioner is an independent position, and wenghtto
work very closely with the Information and PrivaGpmmis-
sioner to ensure that our act continues to meatritgnal in-
tent.

Government of Yukon is committed to accountable-gov
ernment. As we move these amendments forward,ffioe of
the IPC will continue to be tasked with the impattaole of
reviewing requests that have not been fulfillearéiy ensur-
ing that the law is applied as it is intended. Rermore, these
amendments ensure that Yukon’'s ATIPP act can wifdce
tively and they are consistent with the developmanbther
legislation in other Canadian jurisdictions.

We are confident that the changes we are proposilig
provide much-needed clarity on the type of infoloratthat
Yukon government will not disclose in order to eresCabinet
confidences are upheld.

As | referenced earlier, the purpose of amendingPATis
to ensure Cabinet confidences are upheld in otasrfair and
effective governance can proceed. Over time, thistieg
ATIPP legislation has proven that clarificationrequired for
the act to work as it was originally intended tdabpae and
integrity of Cabinet confidences and the publiaght to public
documents. These amendments bring Yukon in lina wiost
other Canadian jurisdictions where similar provisiohave

out that in its 200Babcock decision, the Supreme Court of been introduced to uphold the Westminster modelovieks

Canada stated that an important reason for pratedéderal
Cabinet documents was to avoid the creation ahftifmed
public or political criticism — and | quote: “Therqress of

respect and value to guide our democratic decisiaking
process.
As | have stated previously, this government is mitted

democratic governance works best when Cabinet membeto accountable administration. As such, we areidenf that

charged with government policies and decision-n@kire free
to express themselves around the Cabinet tablesenmvedly.”

Advisors need to be able to offer decision-makehgce
without being concerned that preliminary advice rbaytaken
out of context. These amendments make it clear ifedters
will not be dropped into the public sphere for omlscussion
before they have been appropriately considereddhyret.

By upholding this integral part of our democratiogess,
the public can be sure decision-makers are reapialh the
information they require to do the job they haverbeharged

the important role of the Information and Privacgn@nis-
sioner will continue to safeguard the law and makee it is
applied appropriately.

These amendments permit the democratic processiio w
as it was originally intended by bringing clarity the forefront
of Yukon’s ATIPP act and to ensure that decisiorkens re-
ceive frank and honest advice from advisors.

I would like to conclude by restating that this gavment
will remain committed to the ATIPP and its goaldeTpurpose
of these amendments is simply to allow the prooéssur de-
mocratic government to work as it was originallteimded.
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Ms. Stick: I'm not sure how to word this, but I'm
wondering if | could ask for a 15-minute recess.

Unanimous consent re recess

Speaker:
Member for Riverdale South has requested unanimonsent
for a 15-minute recess. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker:
minute recess.

Recess

Ms. Stick: | rise to speak to Bill No. 48, which is the
Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protection of Pri-
vacy Act. Before | start speaking to that, I'm going to coent
on the surprise of this bill coming forward thisemhoon.

There has not been a government briefing on this bi
which we have been asking for on this side of tluade¢, so
that we would have more information on it. That has been
forthcoming, and it was a surprise at the end efrtiotion de-
bate today to hear that we were moving to this thiit is so
important to all Yukoners and to people in this sieu

| would point out to the government that thereti & bill
that we have not come to second reading on, whidili No.
47, Act to Amend the Retirement Plan Beneficiaries Act. That
we probably could have moved to second readingiooge we
have all had the briefings on that and would hagenbpre-
pared to speak to it today.

So — open and accountable? I'm not so sure ancctirat
cerns me, but I'll move on. Moving on, | rise todaywoice my
and my colleagues’ objections to Bill No. 48t to Amend the
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act. In fact, |
think the act should be withdrawn and go out td doinsulta-
tion with the public before anything else is domhis act was
introduced to the House with no forewarning andconsulta-
tion. Nothing has gone out to the public and ieeff§ everyone
in this territory. For these amendments to be madend it has
been suggested that they're not that big; they'oeenadminis-
trative amendments — is ludicrous.

I would go and look, which | did first thing, toesghat the
Information and Privacy Commissioner's comments htige
on this act. The very first thing that this indival says with
regard to these amendments: “I consider this ataotal
amendment to the ATIPP Act that would have beetebdbne
through a review of the ATIPP Act where all the \pstons of
the Act could be considered and read together aretevcon-
sequences of the amendment could be better coaditdrhis
is from the Information and Privacy Commissioner.

This is his job. It is important that he looks agiklation
coming before this House to make sure that thesgtimeet
the requirements of this act. For his first statente be that, to
me, spells out the rest. There has been no cotisualtéhis has
not been an open and accountable government.

The minister assured us that the Information andaPy
Commissioner had been consulted, and it’s trueiftyau look
further down through these comments that were dalslethis
House, he has comments on every single amendmdrthan

You would need unanimous consent. The

There is unanimous consent. We'll take a 15-

are not glowing recommendations. There are a latooicerns
that the Information and Privacy Commissioner hesught
forward.

| think that needs to be taken into account. Thikis job
— to look at what has been proposed and to makediis
ments, his suggestions and his recommendations.

This act has never been reviewed. This act wasefdass
1996, and the very first commissioner in 2000 mtuerec-
ommendation that this act should come for reviewthe-whole
act — to see, after four years, how it was workMégre there
tweaks that needed to be done? Was there major thaik
needed to be done? It was not reviewed.

In 2008, amendments came forward to this Legistatar
include and broaden the scope of this act to irecMdkon Col-
lege, Yukon Energy Corporation, the Yukon Hospitakpora-
tion and all Crown corporations. At that time, dfatient In-
formation and Privacy Commissioner picked up onrdgpiest
made in 2000 by the first Information and Privacygn@nis-
sioner and asked again, in 2009, that this act domeard for
complete consultation and review.

1996 — before Twitter and Facebook and iPads —gthin
have changed since that time. Electronics have gdthnAc-
cess to information has changed, and this act dhimeikeeping
up with those concerns that many people have.

But, again, it didn't happen. The amendments did go
through. It did broaden who came under this. ltegagcess to
the public to more information, which is a goochthiInforma-
tion is not meant to be hidden away.

The purposes of this act are to make public bodiese
accountable to the public and to protect publivgmy by: (a)
giving the public a right of access to records; éndby giving
individuals a right of access and a right to re¢gesrection of
personal information about themselves. This actifips lim-
ited exceptions to the rights of access. It prevamauthorized
collection, use or disclosure of personal inform@tby public
bodies and provides an independent review of dewsimade
under this act.

This act applies to all records in the custody odear the
control of a public body — open and accountable et-alosed
off, not hidden away and not inaccessible. There raasons
why people, legislators and the public want acc&key want
to know how government makes decisions, based omhat?
Are they based on reports, on strategies, on hgsfion as-
sessments or on all of these?

These are things government uses to make the best d
sions for the public — for all Yukoners. These aubstantial.
These are substantial amendments, and they neael $oruti-
nized. This needs to go out for the public so ttay comment
on it before this door gets slammed shut on it.

The commissioner was very clear. This needs tougdm
public consultation. At this time, | would like foropose an
amendment.

Amendment proposed
Ms. Stick: | move



1768 HANSARD

November 28, 2012

THAT the motion for second reading of Bill No. 4& b
amended by adding the words “and it be referred &elect
committee of the Assembly”; and

THAT the membership and mandate of the select cémmi
tee be established by a separate motion of thenitsdgefol-
lowing consultation among the House leaders.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for River-
dale South:

THAT the motion for second reading of Bill No. 4& b
amended by adding the words “and it be referred &elect
committee of the Assembly”; and

THAT the membership and mandate of the select cémmi
tee be established by a separate motion of thenitdgefol-
lowing consultation among the House leaders.

The hour being 5:30 p.m., this House stands adgalitm-
til 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Debate on the amendment to the motion for second read-
ing of Bill No. 48, and on the motion for second reading of Bill
No. 48, accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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