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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, November 29, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of written questions
Speaker:
change that has been made to the Order Paper.

Written Question No. 1, submitted by the Member for.

Riverdale South, has been removed from the OrdeeRss the
Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection haw met.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of the Canada 55+ Games

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am very privileged to be able to
rise today to pay tribute to the 89 athletes, @f&; coaches,
mission staff and supporters who represented Y ukbithe
Canada 55+ Games in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, Aogust
29 to September 2, earlier this year.

By all accounts, Team Yukon’s enthusiasm and spifit
good sportsmanship was obvious to all at the gaineaddi-
tion to the hours of travel and competition, mersbafr Team
Yukon had to overcome many challenges. All the ghihey
remained in really good spirits despite dealinghwdélays from
a major power outage that even left some havinggetoescued
from a hotel elevator. This is one of the reasdret Team
Yukon was called “classy” and “flexible” by theipmpetitors
and is a true demonstration of the reasons why reesnbf
Team Yukon are such great ambassadors for the Yukon

On the field they got down to business and the katk
of the athletes and their coaches really came tfirothen they
brought home 79 medals — the most medals everinglan
the top four in the country. This is an incrediblehievement
and is a direct result of the dedication, the commant and the
enthusiasm of the athletes, the coaches and tippgars.

munity Services continues to have an excellent imgrkela-
tionship with the organization.

I also wish to acknowledge the hard work of theickgd
volunteers and staff for their role in promotingtiee and
healthy living in Yukon and congratulate the teashthe asso-
ciation for supporting Team Yukon.

Active, healthy living is about embracing a lifdstyhat
includes physical activity, mental activity and sbdnterac-
tion. The ElderActive Recreation Association cortaetukon-
ers, creates social opportunities, provides atspfrcompeti-

The Chair wishes to inform the House of tion, and encourages the lifelong recreation opmities that

lead to a better quality of life and to healthiemenunities
throughout the territory.

Team members came from eight Yukon communities,
cluding Dawson City, Tagish, Mayo, Carcross, Watkake,
Marsh Lake, Teslin and Whitehorse. | am really péshto ac-
knowledge their many individual and team succeseselsehalf
of the Yukon Legislative Assembly. Our 55+ athletlesnon-
strated the merits of fair play, extraordinary teapirit and
active living. They are role models for Yukonerseaery age.
This evening | have the honour of presenting eaeldahwin-
ner at these games with the Yukon government awhréc-
ognition at the upcoming Sport Yukon awards night.

| look forward to the 2014 Canada 55+ Games intlstra
cona County, Alberta, and | have no doubt that T&arkon
will continue to be exemplary ambassadors for spad rec-
reation in our territory.

I would like to just point out that in the gallewe have
many members of Team Yukon among us here and,riicpa
lar, | just want to point out Tom Parlee, who is fhresident of
the ElderActive Recreation Association.

I'll ask all members to join me in showing theirpapcia-
tion and support for Team Yukon’s participatiortlie Canada
55+ Games that were held earlier this year. Thamk snd
congratulations.

Applause

In recognition of John Flynn

Mr. Silver: Today | rise on behalf of the Legislative
Assembly to acknowledge and pay tribute to Johmixlyipon
his induction to the Yukon Sports Hall of Fame. 3aw City
resident John Flynn will be inducted into the YukS8ports
Hall of Fame tonight at the annual awards night.

Hockey has been a lifelong passion for John. Jolacheed

Yukon government was pleased to support Team Yiskon’minor hockey in Dawson through the 1980s and 18@@swas

participation with a financial contribution of $800, but the
primary success of this particular Team Yukon was t the
tireless fundraising by members of the ElderAciRexcreation
Association, the many volunteers and the hard vadrkeam
Yukon, who found a way to maximize participation the
games.

For the past 11 years, the Department of CommBety
vices has supported Yukon’s ElderActive Recrea#\@socia-
tion, and it's an honour to continue with efforts promote
healthy living opportunities for all adults 55 ysand older in
our territory.

We value this partnership, and | am very pleaset ttine
Yukon government and, in particular, the Departmedn€om-

instrumental in spearheading the 1997 Dawson Citgdets’
re-enactment of the original 1905 challenge ofStenley Cup.
This team is named on Lord Stanley’s Cup, a piddeistory
that every Yukoner should be aware of. Maybe I8k ahe
Minister of Education to put it in the curriculum.

John’s athleticism does not stop there. He is alseery
avid athlete in snowshoe biathlon, winning 13 Arciinter
Games medals over 15 years. He has also helpedodetbe
sport of snowshoe biathlon in Dawson City.

As a coach and mentor, John is a vital part ofdberts
community in Dawson City. It is people like Johryrith who
help make rural communities very successful. Vaearihg
one’s time and talents to help develop participatiosport is a
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worthwhile endeavour. On a personal note, | catimok of a
better ambassador for Dawson City hockey than Jdinn.
Actually, John Flynn’s capacity to represent Dawsonl the
Yukon, for that matter, as an ambassador runs deep.

John is a proud member of the Trondék Hwéch'irsFir
Nation, a successful placer miner, a dedicatecefatitn JJ and
Melissa Flynn, and a loving husband to his wife nifen. |
can’t say enough about John and his family, solll evid by
just saying: Thank you, John, on behalf of thezeitis of Daw-
son City for your contributions to sport in our conmity. Be-
ing inducted into the Yukon Sports Hall of Famenideed an
honour and you are a worthy recipient and a truetame

Congratulations to John Flynn.

Applause

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent:
Liquor Corporation Annual Report.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that good colta-
tion encourages public participation in decisionking proc-
esses by ensuring that:

(1) public consultations are conducted in a fait egspect-
ful manner to build trust and credibility for theopess among
the participants;

(2) proponents disclose all information relevanthe pub-
lic’'s understanding and evaluation of a decisioguding the
objectives and scope of the consultation, and elesrand re-
sponsibilities of participants;

(3) stakeholders have fair and equal access tgtiéc
consultation process and an opportunity to inflgedecisions;

(4) proponents avoid strategies that polarize conityiin-
terests or that attempt to “divide and conquery an

(5) all commitments made to the public, includihgge by
the decision-maker, must be made in good faith Wit out-
come of each public consultation made public.

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Education tlie
interest of supporting indigenous education, toagisvattend
the Circumpolar Conference on Education for IndmenPeo-
ple, which this year brings together:

(1) ministers;

(2) educators and researchers;

| rise to give notice of the following

(3) aboriginal organization representatives; and

(4) other decision-makers from eight countries, tinee

Canadian territories and six Canadian provinces;
to discuss:

(a) family community engagement,

(b) early childhood education; and

(c) delivery of quality education programs in ahemuni-
ties, including remote and small schools.

Mr. Silver:
following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te up
date Yukoners on what actions it has taken and wiets ac-
complished since a unanimous motion passed thiséloug-
ing the Government of Canada to reverse its detifhocut
Parks Canada services, jobs and guided tours of3Hdon-
dike and Dredge No. 4.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the fol-

I have for tabling the 2011-12 Yukon |owing motion:

THAT this House supports the Minister of Community
Services in her pan-northern efforts to negotiaté the Gov-

Are there any other returns or documents folernment of Canada to secure a successor fundirgrgsmoto

the $50 million that was allocated to Yukon througk north-
ern housing trust.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre: Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act amendments
Ms. Stick: Yesterday | introduced a motion to refer

the Yukon Party’'s changes to thecess to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act to a select committee. This would
allow further review and provide an opportunity farblic con-
sultation.

Yukon Party government’s proposed changes to céstri
people’s democratic rights were written behind etbgloors in
secret with no public input. It appears the onlyspe to be
consulted was the Information and Privacy CommissioHe
voiced his opposition and was ignored.

Will the Yukon Party government support the NDP it
to send the access-to-information law changes ¢onamittee
that could consult the public before Yukoners’ deratic
rights are restricted?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | said yesterday, the purpose
of amending the ATIPP act is to ensure Cabinetidentes
are upheld in order that fair and effective govensacan pro-
ceed. Over time, the existing ATIPP legislation pesven that
clarification is required for the act to work asaias originally
intended, to balance the integrity of Cabinet aberfice and the
public’s right to public documents.

These amendments permit the democratic processiio w
as it was originally intended by bringing clarity the forefront
of the Yukon’s ATIPP act and to ensure decision-englcan
receive the frank and honest advice from advisors.
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Ms. Stick:
wants, but the reality is that he has not preseatsitigle piece
of solid evidence to support this attack on dentxznaghts.
This government’s vision of democracy seems touitelshut-
ting the public out and doing its business behilbded doors.
They want to make the Yukon the only place in Cantuht
keeps all information about government decisionimgland
public policy development locked away from view.dtiesn’t
sound democratic to me.

Why is this government so unwilling to consult Yuleos
before stripping away their democratic rights? tidécause
they're afraid of what the public might say, oitibecause they
think they know best?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yesterday when | spoke to this
at second reading — it is in the Blues — | expldirelot of
this and I'll say it again: These amendments wiihg the
Yukon in line with most other Canadian jurisdictiprwhere
similar provisions have been introduced to uphdild West-
minster model that Yukoners respect and value tdegour
democratic decision-making process.

This government is committed to an accountable admi
stration. As such, we are confident that the rélthe Informa-
tion and Privacy Commissioner will continue to spfard the
law and make sure it is applied appropriately, d@hdse
amendments also permit the democratic process t& am it
was originally intended.

Ms. Stick:
to a well-informed and strong opposition. Withoutcess to
information, the public would not have heard of thiekon
Party’s failed bid to secretly sell the Yukon Enef@orpora-
tion or discovered the Yukon Party meddling in Bzl proc-
ess plan. The public cares and deserves to knowpnars
deserve to know about government scientists’ corscabout
fracking and past problems with emergency mediealises.
The government wants to prevent Yukoners from kngwand
they want to prevent Yukoners from contributing.isTts not
democracy. We believe this is a heavy-handed attémpe-
strict —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: This is the second time in Ques-
tion Period — and | should have called a point rafeo before.
The Member for Riverdale South has imputed motwetr@ary
to section 19(g) in the assertion she has madet ajmuern-
ment, and | think you should have her retract timaty opin-
ion.
Speaker:
order.
Ms. Stick:
what we have heard from this government on theratlue. |
believe this is just a dispute between members.

Member for Riverdale South, on the point o

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
pute between members, but | will look at the Bluesee the

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on

For now, | am going to let it stand as a dis-

The minister can make all the excuses hexact wording. We've talked about this in the past] | want

to be very clear that imputing a motive to an indiinal or
group for any reason is not permissible. | will @avlook at the
Blues to see the exact wording. If it is not impgtimotive,
then it will remain a dispute between members. Agplease
refrain from pushing this line.

Member for Riverdale South, finish your questiolegse.

Ms. Stick: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is
this: Why is this government determined to excliaégoners
from full participation by restricting access topgartant infor-
mation without any public discussion?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: You're doing a wonderful job,
Mr. Speaker.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order please. | would remind all members
that my rulings are not up for debate or commeamd, iais defi-
nitely not appreciated by the Chair. This job ischanough as
it is without the references to or about anythimgve to say.

Minister of Highways and Public Works, please peste
with a response.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Our decisions are still public.
We continue to make ourselves available to Yukonerdis-

Part of the Westminster model also speak§uss our decisions. We saw that last night: theae s public

meeting. We have a dedicated period for questiortbe Leg-
islature every day it sits. We also have debat€dammittee of
the Whole where we answer questions from the ofipnsiwe
have been and will remain fully accountable to Y for
our decisions. What we are doing is making someomin
changes so that our officials can provide us clat candid
advice as we deliberate on these decisions.

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. White: First Nation final agreements are very
clear and legally binding on the Yukon governmesgction
11.6.2 of the Na Cho Nyak Dun, Trondék Hwéch’irdaviun-
tut Gwitchin final agreements all state: “Governmeafter
consultation with any affected Yukon First Natiamdaany af-
fected Yukon community, shall approve, reject oppmse
modifications to that part of the recommended regidand
use plan applying on non-settlement land.”

Why is the government putting out to the publicatsn
plan for the Peel before it has consulted with aéé Yukon
First Nations and Yukoners on th&nal Recommended Peel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plan?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Member for Takhini-Kopper

f King is incorrect in her assertions. Since we hadé&ated that

we believe the plan should be modified, rather tbamg as

All I have done is give an opinion here of the member seems to suggest — simply modifyindténaard

without sharing with the public our ideas of how ténk it
should be modified — we have released those in ghisse,
where the government leads consultation that dedls the
potential modifications we think would represenbetter ap-
proach than the commission’s document.



1772

HANSARD

November 29, 2012

| would remind the member that the member’s andchér
league’s assertions about this process have cengistbeen
inaccurate — an example being that, in respongbegocom-
mission’s recommended plan, government told thensission
it wanted it to do five things. It did three of 8®things and,
with two of them — achieve a plan that's more bakxhto-
ward all users and develop options for access —ctimemis-
sion went in the opposite direction from what tloevernment
had told it to do. Government has remained condiste its
position and we are remaining consistent with whattold the
public during the 2011 election campaign we woudd which
is propose modifications aimed at reaching a fiplain that
protects the environment and respects all sectbteeoecon-
omy.

Ms. White:
quires government to consult with the public andkdfu First
Nation governments on thieinal Recommended Peel Water-

terpretation all it wants, but the fact remainst thimal agree-
ments set out a specific process that this govenmhmenot fol-
lowing. Playing lawyer games with final agreemectsduct-
ing an expensive green-wash campaign and delivexirsgl|
job instead of consultation undermines our demagcaaal First
Nation final agreements.

This government’s conduct is shameful. Yukonerstvtan
be heard. They're outside right now in the coldspdate for
us to hear them. Will this government honour fiagieements
or will it invite more litigation and economic urrtainty for
the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: We are fully in keeping with the
final agreements, contrary to what the member daliave a
lot more faith in our Department of Justice, oundeClaims

Chapter 11 of the final agreements re-Implementation Secretariat and the staff of theadepents of

Energy, Mines and Resources and Environment thanin the
NDP because the NDP, once again, is badly wrongsagihg

shed Regional Land Use Plan before amending or changing it. things that create an inaccurate impression irpthxic.

The government is not conducting the required puidnsulta-
tion; instead the government has put out four nevgiens of
its own plan developed behind closed doors andcetukhie final
recommended plan in a clear violation of final agnents.
This is not consultation; this is a sell job.

Will the government live up to its legal obligatmrpull its
plans off the table and consult Yukoners and Yukost Na-
tions on the final recommended Peel plan, as requiy the
final agreements?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: For the second time in a week,
have to ask if the entire NDP has suffered coNecamnesia.
Do they forget the 2011 election campaign? Doed #aeler of
the NDP forget sitting at the leaders forum onehgironment
and the very clear statements that were made by tbmier
about our commitments to seek a final plan thatguts the
environment and respects all sectors of the econamaythe
clear statements about why we thought that the desiom’s
document could and should be improved upon?

| would point out to the member again that her dise
about the consultation process is quite simply hibsky
wrong. Government has the ability, at the end efgitocess, to
accept, reject or modify; but rather than doingthesNDP ap-
pear to be suggesting, and not presenting to thécpine po-
tential modifications we are considering, we arespnting
those potential modifications.

We have launched into one of the longest consaitgtie-
riods government has held on any matter — 120 é&aypub-
lic consultation, plus an additional 30 days ofEation con-
sultation following that period. We are very inteed in hear-
ing constructive and thoughtful input from the pabduring
this period. We encourage everyone not to listethéoincor-
rect assertions coming from the NDP, but to acjueliieck it
out themselves. This is an area of the territorgdathan Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island combined. We wealcbur-
age all Yukoners to take an interest in it. Vikié open house.

Visit www.peelconsultation.cand please provide us with your

comments.
Ms. White:
promises quite differently. The government can phath in-

Yukoners recall the election campaign

As far as those outside honking, | would point thiatt yes-
terday, when someone checked, there was somea@npadrked
car, who said they were a visitor to the territomgpeatedly
honking, so it's a staged protest, and we respeaplp’s rights
to protest, even if they're visiting our territory.

We have been consistent. The government has igkhtif
throughout the process, for the first time goingko 2006 —
it was the first time that government told the cassion that
we thought the plan for the Peel area should beertibe the

I north Yukon plan. We've been consistent in prowdithat

feedback, and we stated very clearly during thel2€l&ction
campaign — despite the NDP’s collective amnesia ky we
thought the plan was not a good one and statedlclear
commitment to seek a final plan that was more &mid bal-
anced and one that protects the environment argects all
sectors of the economy, and that’s what all themal modi-
fications we have presented are aimed at doing.

Questionre:  Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Mr. Silver: I have some questions for the Premier
about involving the public in discussions and decdis that
affect them. The Yukon Party's platform promisesmo@nd
accountable government. Yesterday afternoon thergovent
began debate on the changes toAbeess to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. It will keep more information secret,
and it actually flies in the face of the governm&ipromise of
an open and accountable government.

When the government is going to change legislation,
discusses it with the public beforehand. It's dbeee, and it's
done in every jurisdiction in Canada. My questiorthie Pre-
mier: Why were these changes not discussed withptiic
before they were brought to this Legislature?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | do want to go back a little bit
to the intent of the legislation. As it implies,ig both about
access to information and, equally important, tit's protection
of privacy. | have spoken to this on numerous docas

As Cabinet ministers we have the ability to haalband
frank conversation with our officials. Our officiahave to be
able to provide us with clear and candid advicee Da the
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number and nature of ATIPP requests, that is bewgrm-
creasingly challenging. These amendments will altdficials
to provide us clear and candid advice.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to the
Minister of Highways and Public Works, my questivas for
the Premier.

There has been no public consultation on this Bilere
have been no briefings provided to the oppositi@miners of
this House. This government didn’t even inform $tafiors that
they would be debating this bill yesterday.

Yesterday the government began debating the chaoges
the access to information act. They have not céiléat debate
for later today, and | suspect they will not bribdorth again
this session. Rather, on the last day with no &urttiscussion,
this bill will be passed using what is affectioatknown as
“the guillotine clause”.

The government has a choice in this matter. Theee a
eight days left to talk about these changes ifgbeernment
will allow it. Again, to the Premier: Will the gowement allow
debate on this bill to begin on Monday afternoon?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Every government in Canada
deliberates in confidence, and that is the Calpnetess. They
are in receipt of sensitive and private informatienl’ve al-
luded to this before — and it could potentially Hermful if it
were to be released to the public. For full and dansideration
of options, Cabinet needs to be able to receiverimétion in
confidence, which allows them to make decisiond it the
facts.

If the public service can’t provide information tvisome
form of confidentiality, then Cabinet will delibéeawithout
knowledge of the full facts. Cabinet ministers taie oath of
office to keep information in confidence. If this io occur,
then it only makes sense to treat the informatiensame way.

Mr. Silver: Briefings of half-facts get out — surely
the government can provide the rest of the infoionat

It seems the Premier doesn’'t want to answer thess-q
tions. The Liberal caucus does not support thesagds. The
Yukon'’s Information and Privacy Commissioner does sup-
port these changes. They are a step backward dpdeme to
keep information from the public, period.

The minister has said the Government of Yukon redpo
quickly to information requests. It will be evenicker after
these changes are passed, because there will infonmation
to release. We are more than two-thirds of the thagyugh the
sitting and this bill has been debated for lesa B@minutes.

Will the Premier, in the interest of being open aad
countable, ensure that these changes are fullytelblmegin-
ning on Monday of next week?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to take this opportunity
again to compliment and acknowledge the wonderftkwof
this caucus and the ministers of this governmerlénrespon-
sibility they have in administering and running ithdepart-
ments, and | have the full confidence in the meristo be able
to stand up in this House and speak on the issuewliich
they are responsible.

When it comes to the debate in this House — asdaid
many times — it really does boil down to the timamagement

of the people on the other side of the House — hawh time
they are willing to spend. We have examples of dpenhours
talking about teddy bears and $5,000 items in bisdge

Really, you know, there is an opportunity for treople on
the opposite side of the House to be responsiblérfe man-
agement. When it comes to consultation, Mr. Speakean
think of numerous select committees that this govent has
moved forward with. | believe that in the time that’ve been
going forward, only one select committee has arisémer than
the Yukon Party's select committees. For exampleti- a
smoking, human rights, off-road vehiclésndlord and Tenant
Act, whistle-blower — these are all select committées this
government put forward and went out to public cdtasion to
hear exactly what Yukoners’ concerns were.

Questionre:  Old Crow land development

Mr. Elias: According to recent newspaper advertise-
ments, the government is providing land for homes jabs for
Yukoners, and the Minister of Community Services baen
very thorough in identifying communities that harexeived
support for new subdivisions like Dawson City, HznJunc-
tion, Destruction Bay, Lake Laberge and it alsdudes Car-
macks, Mayo, Watson Lake, Teslin and of course, otk
capital city.

Earlier this year, | gave notice of a motion insttiouse
urging the minister to partner with Old Crow to eskbs the
need for a new housing development. Despite thesntinister
hasn’t made one single reference to Old Crow in eerds
about subdivision development during this sitting.

Can the minister please explain this omission?t lani
oversight? An accident? Or is residential land ty@ent in
Old Crow not on the minister’s priority list?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the member
from OId Crow for bringing forward this area of ionance to
his respective community. Indeed, as | have adteudl over the
course of the last number of months, the governntakes
great pride in making land available and workinghwdommu-
nities and First Nation governments. We certaindynain
committed to providing land for all Yukoners wheéromes to
recreational, residential, agricultural, commerciahd indus-
trial purposes, and of course respecting the istené many
others. So we do remain committed to working wilhgav-
ernments across the territory, and we certainlk limoward to
working with First Nations such as the Vuntut Gwitc gov-
ernment on making land available.

Mr. Elias: Well it seems the Ingram subdivision was a
priority. | wonder whose riding that's in? This gomment
celebrates the fact that it has invested over $iillibn in land
development projects over the last three yearsiineritory. |
can name a few people who are not celebrating imiairyg.

Here’s what our community of Old Crow has done this
year — we’ve hired a geologist to assess land ahigects and
a report and recommendations are now complete. e h
completed a geotechnical study on the uplands efGrow
Mountain, and the report is in progress. The OldwCroning
bylaw has been prepared and the community housarg has
been updated. We have completed the design of energ
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efficient, timber-frame houses suitable for Old @i envi-
ronment.

We look forward to working with them on land devglo
ment, if that is the priority for the government Aarticulated,

We've just recently completed another housing summiwe have not received a formal request from the gowent. |

that consulted the people of Old Crow, and rightvwee have
five new housing units in progress. There are familn Old
Crow forced to facilitate three generations undee ooof, be-
cause there is no infrastructure to build new hoares

Can the minister please elaborate on how her depatt
will assist our community of Old Crow in the devetoent of
the new residential lots?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: For clarity, to begin, we on this
side of the House have not received a formal rddues the
Vuntut Gwitchin government to proceed with an acswddi-
vision land development. Certainly, if the membgpasite has
any correspondence on file that he wishes to siiteme, |
would be very open to receiving that corresponderce |
articulated before, we are very committed to wagkinith all
governments. We remain committed to working witrsFNa-
tions in discussions on undertaking developmenijepts in
every corner of the territory. We certainly remajpen to dis-
cussing all future opportunities with all governrteenNe take
making land available in the territory very serigusand that's
why we have committed over $35 million in suppoftland
development projects throughout every communitthaterri-
tory.

We certainly look forward to working with the Vuntu
Gwitchin government on many priorities within themmmu-
nity — drinking water upgrades, rural road upgraded many
other initiatives, as | have articulated. We cetairemain
committed to working with them on land developmehthat
is a priority as well.

Mr. Elias: In our community of Old Crow, we have an
approved capital plan, and we have an approved coityn
sustainability plan that has this government’s atgre on it. In
there, it says we should partner on new subdivigiamning
and development in our community of Old Crow.

Considering that such a large sum of public monay h
been committed to infrastructure projects, the slenimaking
processes in this expenditure must be similarlylipubdhere
should be a mathematical formula used to definetmemuni-
ties lucky enough to receive new housing infrastmec As-
suming that's the case, this formula must placdraussign in
front of the community of Old Crow. The communitggate-
gic plan clearly identifies a need and an intentmmestablish a
new subdivision. It is the government’s respongibédnd obli-
gation to partner with the Vuntut Gwitchin First tida to sat-
isfy this need. Can the minister please descrileeptiocesses
her department uses to make decisions about awgandinsing
subdivisions to communities, and can the ministééorm my
constituents when they can expect a line item i@ miext
budget to support the development of a new housirdglivi-
sion in Old Crow?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, Mr. Speaker, we look for-
ward to working with the Vuntut Gwitchin governmeoit a
whole host of capital priorities.

know that through the Premier’s office, they arekirng on an
intergovernmental accord to renew and if that is ohthe ar-
eas — absolutely. Our government has a great treadrd of
working with communities throughout the territorgnd we
look forward to sitting down with the Vuntut Gwitchgov-
ernment to discuss opportunities, which would idelthe pos-
sibility of entering into a development agreememtl&nd, once
the planning and subdivision approvals are inguling.

There are quite a few steps within the process aKing
land available, but we look forward to working witte com-
munity of Old Crow and the government.

Questionre:  Teacher staffing formula

Mr. Tredger: Teachers can make a big difference
students’ lives when they're in the classroom andtheir
schools. | regularly hear from many parents andheis about
the challenges our schools face in meeting studee&sis. It is
much more difficult for teachers to improve theekvof our
young people — our future leaders, workers andraditizens
— if they're sequestered in the department office.

Students’ needs are not well served when teachersea
moved from their classrooms. As of September 3igfyear,
more than 10 teachers have been removed from sclzoal
centrally assigned to the Education department@ffi White-
horse. They joined the almost 150 personnel alréashe.

n

Given the immense needs in our schools — which have

been acknowledged by both sides of this House —¢aowthe
Minister of Education justify moving teachers otitschools,
away from students and into a central office?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | agree with the member opposite.
We need to invest in our teachers, and that's wieate done
with the recent Yukon Teachers Association collectagree-
ment. On top of the 5.75-percent increase to thage, we're
looking at adding hours — hours for professionaled@oment
and hours of instruction —increasing those by lohirfidor
professional development and 15 hours for instonctAnother
highlight of that agreement is, of course, classr@ize being
decreased across several grade levels.

We are working with the Yukon Teachers Association
enhance the student achievement to increase stsdeoess.
With respect to the member opposite’s question atEacher
time in the schools, we’re also looking into ufitig technology
to host the meetings, so that particularly thosehers from
rural Yukon don’t have to travel into Whitehorse foeetings.
We can use technology to conduct those meetingsicseas-
ing that student-teacher time together is sometkirgknow
will lead to increased student success.

Mr. Tredger: The staffing formula sets out guide-
lines; the minister must respond to the needs udestts. I've
heard the minister talk about the staffing formida.insists we
have the same number of teachers in the systenseTtieach-
ers may be in the system; however, not all of tlaenin our
schools. The numbers might look the same, but ¢aéty on
the ground is much different.
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Will the Minister of Education return Yukon teacheo
classrooms and to our children where they are mestied?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, we are of course investing in
our teachers. We recognize the important role pay as edu-
cators in the school system and addressing thestddacher
contact time is very important, as evidenced inrément col-
lective agreement that we signed with the Yukonchees As-
sociation — plans to increase the instructional redoy 15
hours per year and plans to also increase profesisitevelop-
ment time by 15 hours per year. Some of the figthias| have
from last year are that we had 480.51 full-time ieajent
teachers in the public school system. On top of i had
127.44 FTEs educational assistants and an addit@heeme-
dial tutors.

Mr. Barr: Years back, the federal government un-
veiled a national strategy for critical infrastrue to build a
safer, more secure and more resilient Canada. Htenal
strategy and resulting action plan is designeddimace more
coherent and complementary actions among feda@ljnzial
and territorial governments among the 10 critioflastructure
sectors: energy and utilities, finance, food, tpam&ation, gov-
ernment, information and communication technologgalth,
water, safety and manufacturing.

What resources has the federal government provided
Yukon in order to advance critical infrastructuesitiency in
the territory?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Unfortunately, | don't have that list
right in front of me. What | can say is that thekén govern-

So we are investing in staff members who affect thement, for which | am partly responsible, in colladiton with

achievement and the success of our students. €aiswe have
added an additional 15 term paraprofessionals ¢ostthool
system in response to special needs that wereifiddnin the
first month of the school year. So we're investingthe re-
sources it's going to take to increase and impmvestudents’
success throughout the education system.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
to minus 50 range throughout the territory expettecbntinue
into next week, Yukoners are reminded of how eviempke
tasks are made difficult in such a deep freeze.\ihdat hap-
pens if there is a lengthy power blackout duringgerely cold
weather? Do we have the plans in place and resetoceare
for our citizens in all of our communities?

This is just one emergency scenario. Other scenddo
Yukon could be earthquakes, telecommunication @staand
highway closures. Government working with stakebodd
including the public, needs to be prepared in theneof a dis-
ruption to the supply of food, pharmaceuticals atiter essen-
tials and have the necessary stockpiles.

How prepared are we to protect and care for oizetis in
the event of a serious emergency?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would first off just like to thank
all of the members — our first responders on themugd who
tend to emergency events such as what we have isethe
Yukon over the course of the last year alone, saccHooding
and many other events.

Emergency preparedness

The Yukon Emergency Measures Organization coore@at

the Government of Yukon response and works wittstake-
holders and other governments and agencies invoived
number of types of disasters and emergency-rekatedts. As
| have stated on the floor, we have an emergenoydatation
plan. It details coordinated actions and respolis#s within
all departments. Our municipal governments, of seumlso
play a key role in providing emergency planning aegponse.
Through recent examples, such as the flooding irydvia

and Upper Liard and the tremendous efforts thaeweade to
protect Marsh Lake properties from flooding thistpsummer
— they all demonstrate the Yukon's level of prepaess
when it comes to emergency events, and | applaod ead
every one of these individuals for the very impottaork they
do.

With current temperatures in the minus 30

my colleagues on this side, continues to investritergency
responders. One only has to take a look at theleogmtary
budget that we are debating on the floor of theidlature.
There are new investments in structural fire in Ee Mar-
shal’'s Office that will assist primarily municiptidis and unin-
corporated communities throughout the territoryafl ftoupled
with the comprehensive grant includes a structfiral piece
for the first time ever in Yukon’s history. Thosea pieces of
investment are almost $4 million over the next nambf
years, showing we value the important servicedrefdepart-
ments throughout the territory.

We continue to invest in emergency medical servings
developing new facilities like the new emergencgpanse
centre that will be housed in the centre of Whitskpwhich
will also complement the services delivered at\figitehorse
General Hospital. We will continue to invest initiag and
ensure that our first responders have the trairang the
equipment and the infrastructure to do their jobs.

Mr. Barr: | would ask at this time that the minister
responsible please forward the list.

It is my understanding that the Yukon was a recipief
federal funds for a jointly funded critical infrastture resil-
iency program. The program objectives involved tgihow
prepared we are to withstand emergencies — devejgpans
and obtaining resources to ensure essential foddnaedical
supply, power, transportation — and how governnoemitinu-
ity would be able to function in the event of a aragrisis.
There is no sense that clear plans are in place.

For months now there have been several staff véeant
critical infrastructure resiliency and emergencegparedness.
Will the minister tell Yukoners in clear terms thetions she
has taken to build critical infrastructure resitigrin the terri-
tory and how Yukon is fulfilling its side of the tgain to ad-
vance the national strategy for critical infrasttuwe?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to point out that emergency
preparedness starts with individuals and our owméd® It
starts with our own families and escalates fronraht® the
communities, the municipalities and then to the ofulgov-
ernment, working in collaboration with agencies aotther
governments throughout the country.

When Yukon resources and capacities are exceeded,
Yukon can call and they will indeed continue tol cal assis-
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tance from federal, pan-Canadian and internatieralnited

States state governments — partners through magsatance
agreements that are in place. Every municipalityd amery

Yukon government department is required to havergemey

management plans in place specific to their regpities and

their mandates. Every lead agency in every depaittisealso
responsible for developing hazard-specific respemsecontin-
gency plans related to their organizations.

Recent events, such as this spring’s floods ancheusds
and fires and telecommunication outages, have wveugh
demonstrated how prepared the readiness of lochlYaikon
government agencies are to respond to emergencytseve
Yukon government will continue to invest in collation with
Canada and many other partners to ensure that we the
training and the infrastructure and the resourezessary to do
their jobs.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@ittee of
the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Spoeaker leavesthe Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order.
Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is Vote 54, Depamtm
of Tourism and Culture, in Bill No. 7Second Appropriation
Act, 2012-13.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Committee of the

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair:
Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13, in Vote 54, Department of
Tourism and Culture.

Department of Tourism and Culture

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As Minister of Tourism and Cul-
ture, it is my pleasure to introduce tBgpplementary Estimates
No. 1 for the 2012-13 fiscal year. Before | begin witte tde-
tails of this supplementary estimate, | would likesay a few

The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 7,

words about the different aspects of the DepartroBfburism
and Culture and its mandate.

There are three key roles outlined in the departisien
mandate. First, the department is tasked with geimer long-
term economic growth and increasing export reveriaeshe
benefit of Yukon people through the development araaket-
ing of the Yukon tourism industry. This is a sigeét chal-
lenge that offers significant rewards. More thaarfpercent of
Yukon’s GDP is directly attributed to tourism. 16221, Yukon
hosted 310,000 visitors from around the world, udahg
33,000 overseas visitors. This year between JararaySep-
tember, the territory has already welcomed more $@8,000
visitors. This is a four-percent increase compdcethe same
period last year. With Yukon’s growing winter taam sector
and more visitors expected in the coming monthkoYius on
track to exceed last year’s visitation.

Germany continues to be the Yukon’s largest oversea

The time for Question Period has now market, representing approximately 26 percent efssas visi-

tors. Whitehorse is a small city in North Americ&hadirect
flights to Germany. In fact, Condor brought 4,008iters to
Yukon this year, contributing $8 million to $10 fwh to

| move that the Speaker do now yukon’s economy. More than 232,000 travellers adivor

departed from Erik Nielsen Whitehorse InternatioA#iport
between January and September of this year. Th&@idl-

It has been moved by the Government Housgyercent increase compared to the same perioddast y

The visitor information centres operated by theadtgpent
provided travel information and visitor services twver
231,000 visitors this summer. These visitors haveahimpact
on Yukon. Over one-quarter of all Yukon businesgeserate
some of their revenue from tourism. Each year,isourgener-
ates $197 million in revenue for Yukon businessgearly,
tourism has the potential to continue to providg#gicant eco-
nomic opportunities for many Yukoners.

The second aspect of the department’s mandateteflee
Yukon government’s commitment to maximize the bagef
from preserving, promoting and interpreting ourtdriE re-
sources and visual, literary and performing ans.working
toward this goal, there have been a number of tetab
achievements.

This fall, the department hosted the Canadian Guase
tion Institute’s workshop about materials for extilstorage
and transport, providing training to 18 heritagerkeos from
seven communities. The department also improveitbriac-
cess and interpretation at three of its major ditesugh trail
and bridge improvements at Fortymile, enhancedrpnétive
facilities on Herschel Island and a third interpretouilding at
Fort Selkirk.

The department provided funding to the Northernt@al
Expressions Society to enable the carving progrdras help
emerging artists to develop the artistic, sociall dnusiness
skills required for personal success. The succk#seodepart-
ment initiative supporting the arts is also impottéo note.
According to the 2006 census, Yukon has one ofhilghest
concentrations and diversity of artists and ar8sanCanada,
second only to Nunavut.

Last year the Yukon government added 10 works ¢ th
Yukon permanent art collection, valued at $2.48ioml The
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collection now has 345 pieces on display in 24 jpudpbvern-
ment buildings.

So far in 2012, the department has provided $38;60d
Yukon artists for personal artistic developmentstLyear over
$100,000 of funding was provided to support 22 Yultists
and ensembles to tour creative works nationally emerna-
tionally. Also last year, the department providdd2dmillion of
funding to 61 non-profit arts organizations andexilves. This
funding enabled over 100,000 audience membersjty ener
1,000 arts events.

The Department of Tourism and Culture also works
partnership with the private sector, non-governmlemtyaniza-
tions, municipal governments, First Nation governtseand
other government departments. In June the departmen
hosted “Frozen Pasts”, the Third International Glladrchae-
ology Conference with Kwanlin Dun First Nation. Tegmpo-
sium explored Yukon’s ancient cultures and our divamenvi-
ronment.

The recent Tourism open house was another goodmgam
of how effective partnerships are enabling the depent to
achieve its goals. The Tourism open house wasyrgalund-
breaking for Yukon'’s tourism sector, drawing pecijpten non-
profit organizations, other governments and fromoss the
spectrum of private sector tourism businesses. eMeait pro-
vided a unique opportunity for Yukon governmentviss pro-
viders to meet face to face with current and futtlients. In
order to collaborate effectively, it helps to kn@ne another
well. It helps to put a face to a name and it hétpknow ex-
actly who to talk to when we need assistance oe lzavidea.

While participating in specialized training sessipgather-
ing for informal conversations about business aagnes or
pitching new ideas during a speed-dating sessibgli¢ve that
all of the participants came away with a renewenfidence in
the foundation we are building to strengthen Yukotwurism
economy.

As a department, as an industry, and as a territog-
lieve we can make Yukon a must-see destinatiorvigitors
around the world. With this supplementary estiméte, De-
partment of Tourism and Culture has a total inaeafs$1.8
million with a $1.1 million in O&M and $727,000 icapital.

I would like to now highlight a few of the key clges re-
flected in this budget. There is $17,000 for thinestoric prop-
erties assistance program projects carried oven fest fiscal
year, 2011-12. | am very pleased to inform memiieas the
historic properties assistance program is indeéebrating its
25" anniversary this year. This important funding pesg has
helped individuals, community groups, societieskafu First
Nations and businesses to become involved in thrigabe
preservation process. The funding makes technitdlfiman-
cial assistance available to those who wish to takle preser-
vation restoration, development, and/or interpretabf their
historic properties.

Projects that have been funded include exteridorason,
cemetery stabilization, biographies on prominentkohers
who have left their mark on the territory’s histai record, and
historical building foundation replacement and roggairs.

There is also a $109,000 revote in O&M for the tagee

and culture capacity development project fundedugh the
northern strategy trust. This Yukon-based trairpnggram is a
partnership between the department, the Vuntut ¢hivitand
Yukon College. Focusing on skills development, tiiaéning is
designed for First Nation citizens interested imijgy essential
knowledge and competency skills to work in Yukoh&ritage
sector. There is also $21,000 for museum projentierway at
the Binet House in Mayo and the George Johnstoneltusin
Teslin.
n  The Museums unit provides technical and fundingosup
to Yukon’s museum sector that includes interpretieatres,
First Nation cultural and heritage centres anduimndrella or-
ganization, the Yukon Historical and Museums Asztan.

Moving on to tourism, the department’s Tourism lotan
has an additional $545,000 in O&M in this suppletagnes-
timate. This includes a revote of $183,000 for tingrism co-
operative marketing fund. The tourism cooperativarkating
fund assists in the marketing of Yukon tourism prtd and
services from across the territory to prospectigéars around
the world. The fund is administered by the ProdDevelop-
ment and Research unit. This unit provides a vaétclient
services targeted at the tourism industry in a@fagaining,
collaboration and tourism development counselling.

Working in partnership with non-governmental organi
tions and stakeholders, the department’s produetldpment
initiatives provide real benefits to the tourisndustry. The
department provides workshops, counselling andiran-te-
sources to support industry efforts and educatioeads for
tourism operators. Industry training topics includerking
with travel trade, ecotourism and sustainable dmpmaknt;
marketing; customer service and funding sources.

The Product Development and Research unit alsacpart
pates in government committees and working groapnsure
that tourism interests are considered in Yukon guwent
planning, resource development and environmentaksss
ments.

This budget also includes $470,000 to support thkovi
visitor tracking program that began this summerisTie an
exciting two-year project with $250,000 recoverafioten Can-
ada through the Canadian Northern Economic Devedopm
Agency. Through this initiative, the Yukon governmes
working with the Yukon tourism industry to learn recabout
our visitors’ expectations and changing travelqrats.

Following a public tender process, a joint industnd de-
partment committee selected a contractor for th&é221
Yukon visitor tracking program. The year-round tasitrack-
ing program will provide the tourism industry anovgrnment
with a better understanding of our visitors and getenomic
benefits they bring to Yukon.

The survey uses traditional exit survey methodolabiie
utilizing new technology that makes the survey memgaging
and more accurate.

The initiative helps to ensure that the Yukon gaweent
remains indeed industry-led, market-driven andaegebased
in its approach to tourism. In the long term, these survey
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techniques will help us refine our approach to emsme can
receive timely, effective and reliable visitor infeation.

Moving on to capital, there is a $727,000 incre@s¢he
department’s anticipated capital expenditures. &hare a
number of noteworthy changes within this amounte Th-
crease in the department’s capital budget inclygtegress on
an exciting project at Yukon Archives. Yukon Arceg/pre-
serves outstanding and irreplaceable documentayrds of
our territory’s history and development for the éfinof all
Yukoners. The archives facility, built in 1990,risar capacity
and additional storage space is required. An expansf the
Yukon Archives facility will include increased stme space
for paper records, as well as a separate coldggoeaviron-
ment for photographs and for films. Following tengeocesses
this summer, two contracts have been issued fok warthe
Yukon Archives building over the next year.

A local architecture firm has been contracted tate, de-
sign and construct specifications for the expargtethge. This
includes plans for a mechanical solution to improwgatrol of
temperature and humidity in the existing facili§onstruction
work is scheduled to begin in spring of 2013.

Another local contractor was awarded a contradhstall
new siding and 10 triple-glaze windows to improlre aesthet-
ics and energy-efficiency of the Archives buildiddne records
of Yukoners are indeed very important for underditagn our
past and this specialized storage will ensure Yhgon's irre-
placeable documentary heritage is preserved fardugenera-
tions to discover.

Also reflected with the change to the departmecdpgital
appropriation is an additional $112,000 for worktla¢ new
Haines Junction Visitor Information Centre. Thislirdes final
interior finishing work at the centre, housed & trew D& Ku
Cultural Centre in Haines Junction.

An important component to D& Ku is the Doug Smahch
art piece, “Ice and Flowers”, installed this sumnidtis beauti-
ful piece consists of 16 translucent acrylic maskspended
from the ceiling, flower designs inspired by theuBern Tut-
chone beadwork and a circular base filled with logeer
rocks.

As a centrepiece of Yukon government’s visitor gazy at
Da Ku, the commissioned piece proudly representoMrirst
Nations and their connection to the land and rdsfmcthe
environment.

In addition, Yukon government is making availabie t
work of 40 other artists at D& Ku for permanent aoidhting
displays. Pieces from the Yukon permanent art ctiia will
also be exhibited at the D& Ku Cultural Centre.

A small but particularly notable change within ttepital
estimate in this supplementary budget is the $25f00 the
Yukon First Nation sculpture commissioned for Yuk®ay at
the Hanover Zoo. As you know, Madam Chair, | haal preas-
ure of travelling to Germany this past summer. Oa trip, |
met with zoo officials and representatives from Ehdda tire
company, Condor Airlines, as well as German andsSwour
operators specializing in Canadian tourism produdtkile in
Germany | had the opportunity to discuss econorsicetbp-

ment and marketing platforms helpful to Yukon.dahttended
Gold Rush Days at Yukon Bay at the Hanover Zoo.

As part of Gold Rush Days, we presented the KeithifW
Smarch spring bear sculpture, which was very pagiti re-
ceived. Yukon Bay is a theme park that featuresheon wild-
life and Klondike-inspired buildings such as reaticof the
Palace Grand Theatre and the Yukon Sawmill compéiinge.
The zoo welcomes more than 1.2 million people eyear and
Yukon Bay raises awareness of Yukon in German-spgak
Europe. This supports the Yukon government’s effod at-
tract visitors to Yukon from this market.

During Gold Rush Days, 27,000 people came to theméh
park, each having the opportunity to see exhibésighed to
inspire them to travel to Yukon and see the realgtiior them-
selves. Gold Rush Days was so successful thatabészhop-
ing to make it an annual celebration and it's piagnmore
activities for next year.

Madam Chair, seeing that I'm just about out of tirtik
leave further comments for other questions. Thank y

Mr. Barr: I would like to first start by thanking De-
partment of Tourism and Culture’s officials who drere to
help us look at this supplementary budget andd atsnmend
them for their hard work that is ongoing.

The department also does a fine job in promoting th
Yukon and its important part of our economy.

I did have a few questions before we get throughsiip-
plementary budget line by line, some of which theister has
already answered in the area of the latest updatemumbers
of tourists visiting and how they are coming to thekon as
well as the statistics of the direct flights froner@any to the
Yukon, so | won't ask those. | thank the minister filling this
side of the House in on those statistics.

| was wondering, with the winter tourists who agening
and it has been increasing — specifically from dapawhat is
the minister doing to continue to facilitate thength of folks
coming to watch the aurora borealis?

In the same question, while | was at the TIAY coefee
a few months ago, there was some discussion regpattie
shoulder seasons and how we in tourism and cuttarein-
crease the numbers of folks coming to the Yukoringuour
shoulder season time.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'll take this opportunity to finish up
my remarks from my initial statement. | was jusbatto con-
clude. I'd like to conclude with a few words abadhe staff of
the Department of Tourism and Culture. The stafthef De-
partment of Tourism and Culture work across a wiaeety of
professional and technical areas. In one part etdgpartment,
staff at the paleontology program may be spendiegsummer
with placer miners collecting new fossils that heip better
understand Yukon’s ancient past.

At the same time, Yukon’s art conservator will likde
working to preserve a new piece added to the pezmtaart
collection and an archivist from Yukon Archives nizywork-
ing with a Yukoner to help them understand howrtffieinily
participated in the Klondike Gold Rush.

In another area of the department, staff of therifou
branch may be following up on leads from the Caaadiour-
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ism Commission’s GoMedia Canada Marketplace, amteve more efficiently integrate product development,eesh and

where 125 international and domestic media, as alL70
tourism industry members gathered right here in téffurse.
These staff members engage in their work with esitam and
quiet confidence. Through their work they help stythen both
our economy and our communities. | am extremelyugro
have the opportunity to work with them.

The tourism industry remains integral to the lieesl eco-
nomic well-being of many Yukoners, and visitor stits for
Yukon this year show that indeed tourism is growiRgom
January to September there was a four-percentaserim bor-
der crossings from last year for the same peribik & a nota-
ble increase, given the economic challenges iftise

Further contributing to the growth in tourism is af-
percent increase in the number of passengers ragramd de-
parting from the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse InternatibAirport
from January to September.

The member opposite was asking about the winteistou
economy in Yukon. There are a number of things tiatare
doing that are broader than just winter, but th@ddenent of
Tourism and Culture is implementing the overseagelrdesti-
nation awareness project to mitigate the possifiézts of the
global recession on Yukon visitation. Supported @GgnNor
funding, this project is intended to market Yuko a year-
round quality travel destination to overseas matk&he in-
vestment made through the project has resultedsigraficant
increase in visitors from Japan and Australia améhaestment
in tourism packages by Korea's largest tour operato

Our primary channels for consumer trade mediaiosiat
and meetings incentives, conventions and eventsaanada.
So the markets we are attracting are Canadian tsarldaited
States, and German-speaking Europe — Germany, Siait
and Austria. Some of the secondary markets we tar@céng
are the Australian market, the U.K., Japan — ard ith spe-
cific to trade, media relations, PR and consumeCGBm-
paigns and trade-cooperative marketing.

Now, Tourism Yukon will focus on five strategic aptu-
nities over the next three years. They will, fidgliver a con-
sistent and compelling Yukon brand; integrate Yulkmand
guidelines across all marketing activities, andythéll com-
municate Yukon’s unique attributes to tell our ttastory that
connects visitors to memorable Yukon experiences.

The second one is that it will create advocates tifer
Yukon brand and experiences; it will develop anglament a
global media strategy; it will develop and implerneligital
strategy; it will also develop Explorer Quotientglementation
and integration plans, and it will also work withdustry to
promote industry standards that align with the raarland
trade-ready criteria.

The third priority is to consolidate, integrate andximize
the efficiency of marketing resources. This willizee the
emerging marketing opportunities. It will integrated review
strategies and activities of organizations andqutsj funded by
Tourism Yukon. It will also refine and implementetimarket
investment model and strengthen and/or leveragategic
partnerships across all channels. It will also esplways to

visitor services into marketing planning.

The fourth strategic priority is to engage stakdedd. We
want to invest in community tours, programs andidtives
that are relevant to industry. We want to encouiagestment
into Tourism Yukon’s marketing initiatives acrossliistry. It's
our priority to collaborate with industry to devplexport-
ready product and to leverage marketing investmgmtsugh
partnerships.

The fifth strategic priority for the departmentt@nurture
organizational excellence, to enhance frequencycaadity of
communications with industry and other Yukon gowveent
branches and departments, to foster team collaborbay de-
veloping and implementing communication, perfornente-
velopment and internal planning processes that erapteam
members. We want to encourage and support membene o
Tourism branch to become more educated on Yukoristau
products and experiences by connecting with Yukoerators,
communities and other stakeholders through commusits,
workshops, events and familiarization tours.

We want to leverage internal resources to develgaro
izational growth and a succession plan that enasihesing,
mentoring, training, education and hands-on expeégeacross
channels and markets.

Finally, we want to build clear objectives and peniance
measures into the tourism marketing strategy andstm mar-
keting plan that flow down to the individual persbperform-
ance plans of each of our valuable employees.

Mr. Barr: | have a lot to ask today. There are a lot of
serious concerns from Yukon people who are condeabeut,
for example, the Peel watershed and the lack qorese from
the Minister of Tourism and Culture. When | listdn® the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources speak theraay
in the House regarding the importance of minerdtagxion
and exploration in the Peel watershed, we wouldifee look
back in theHansard, that he referred to the millions of dollars
that outweigh the money that Tourism and Culturiedy in
from that same watershed — the Peel watershed teurism
— for example, wilderness tourism and big gameitbiui).

He spoke of the importance of those; however, leese
to focus more on that it was important to recogrimeimpor-
tance of mining.

The minister opposite lacked a response, sayingstou
and culture has been a mainstay in the territorygémerations
of people over years and years of dollars. Thatsduat go
away. As has been stated by the minister oppdsitas held
its own in this world’s economic recession and veeactually
seen some increases. Why would the minister opposit
guote the fact that there has been $8 million t6 #fillion
from Germany alone this last season and many siiho
have come to the Yukon?

And | might say that they come for the vast wildezsthat
we do have in the Yukon, to recognize that that g@mmodity
we don’t even have to develop — we just have tmiaii it to
ensure it for generations to come. Can the miniplense
comment on what he’s doing to work with his coupéets to
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ensure that we do not just have corridors in suphistine wil-
derness as the Peel watershed?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | want to start by thanking the
member opposite for that question. It's definitaly important
guestion and one that has been slightly polarizetthe Tour-
ism and Culture branch has been working with theeiode-
partments on land use planning and will continuédeo.

Having said that, | think it's important to note aththe
Department of Tourism and Culture has done andisgdto
contribute to the world focus that's on Yukon rigiow.

In 2011, Yukon hosted over 300,000 visitors frorausd
the world and, as | mentioned, including 33,000rseas visi-
tors. | have mentioned that over four percent okdfus GDP
is directly attributable to tourism. It is importaio repeat that
each year tourism generates $197 million in revéou& ukon
businesses. Over one-quarter of all those busisegseerate
some of their revenue from tourism. Last year thpadtment
hosted 49 familiarization tours resulting in $1iélion worth
of media stories about Yukon tourism activities 1 3 mil-
lion. I've mentioned that Germany continues to e Yukon's
largest overseas market, representing approximatelyercent
of overseas visitors. It is important to note apdeat and re-
peat and repeat that Whitehorse is the smallegtirtiNorth
America with direct flights to Germany. Condor bgbt 4,000
visitors to Yukon just this year, contributing astimated $8
million to $10 million to our economy.

The department operates visitor information cenitnesix
communities each and every summer. This year timérese
provided travel information and visitor services twer
231,000 people.

The Yukon government has installed interpretivenagge
panels at over 180 sites on Yukon scenic routespaimts of
interest throughout the entire territory. This goweent pro-
vides $1.2 million to 13 museums and seven Firgiodecul-
tural centres that present our culture and history00,000
visitors each year. We can’t forget the Yukon gowveent’s
Beringia Interpretive Centre and the MacBride Musewur
Yukon’s most-visited museums, each welcoming jusero
20,000 visitors per year.

The Yukon government recognizes that the Peel slatelr
region has environmental, ecological, heritage @rithral sig-
nificance, as well as being rich in renewable armh-n
renewable resources. The Yukon government undeistdrat
these values need to be carefully managed andgpedtevith
balance.

Throughout the Peel planning process the Departofnt
Tourism and Culture has provided information to fgge
Mines and Resources on tourism sector values ativtias.
As part of this support to the planning process,dbpartment
also provided inventories and information on ard¢bgioal,
historical and paleontology values. The Departnaéitourism
and Culture will continue to work collaborativelyitiv Energy,

tween the departments, and | thank all the staftHeir partici-
pation into this matter.

Yukon government is committed to finalizing and iep
menting a land use plan for the Peel region thatepts the
environment and respects all sectors of the econdmgy Gov-
ernment of Yukon would like to hear from all stakk&ters
about how the plan can best address the full diyeo$ needs
and issues in the Peel watershed region. Ultimathlg land
use planning process will provide certainty for @fllthe vari-
ous users and stakeholders of the area and witegrand
manage the important values of that region.

We all know that the Peel region has significantrigm
and heritage values that must be carefully managet pro-
tected in a manner that allows a variety of landrsisMadam
Chair, that's balance. The Yukon government is gméag for
feedback a new management approach that providesope
tions for active management of multiple land usésglevpro-
tecting tourism and other values.

The Yukon government looks forward to hearing froum
stakeholders about how we can best balance thes méedl the
regions’ interests.

Mr. Barr: | would first like to thank the minister op-
posite for reminding me of the cultural value thias in the
Peel watershed and also to state for the recoidtliese’s no
money value that can be put on that aspect, whethink of
the sacredness to the First Nations in that areheo¥ukon —
and not only that area, but any area of the Yukean FEirst Na-
tions hold close to their hearts. We've heard aeldgreak when
we’re up at Cache Creek — | don’t recall seeing ahyhe
Yukon Party there — after inviting us all to sitwdo and dis-
cuss the importance of the cultural aspects ofPtbel, in par-
ticular.

I would like to acknowledge just briefly that | dibt hear
the minister opposite speak to the final recommdmaan, and
I would ask him to support the final recommendezhpbefore
we move on to the new options the Yukon Party ltasecup
with.

As we in the Yukon recognize, the millions and ik,
year after year, of continued economic spinoffthis territory
— as he mentioned — one-quarter of the businessasnd on
— it’s not going to go away. It's not going to bedm and
bust. It's not going to be boom and bust. It camtis to flow. |
would ask that the minister speak loudly and clearith his
colleagues and remind them of this when they anetitating
our economic strategies for generations to comejusb when
there is a fluctuation of the minerals and commoditarkets,
let alone the environmental aspects — our waternd-\sork
with the Minister of Environment to discuss thessues.

When we speak of our watersheds, we don’t gettihek,
and that’'s a large part of what visitors come te se some-
thing that is untouched.

| was listening to the minister speak in regarthicseums.

Mines and Resources and other Yukon governmentrdepals there any Yukon government assistance for th@dda mu-

ments as the planning process continues.
| think it's important to note that my colleagues this
side of the House sincerely appreciate the colktimr be-

seum, which has lost staff to the federal cutbatksalso pre-
viously spoke about how there are training and ifugappor-
tunities for people. How is that remark going tdphthe people
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who have lost their jobs due to the federal cutd, anly in
Dawson, but in other parts of the territory?

I might add that there are hundreds of thousandkldirs
in just the jobs alone in Dawson that will not keest in the
local businesses.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for ap-
preciating the cultural component of Tourism andt@e. It's
an extremely important one and one that | pay aflatttention
to. In fact, culture and tourism, when mutually doned, can
strengthen the attractiveness and competitivenésglaces,
regions and countries. Culture is an increasingipdrtant
element of the tourism product, as it createsruititieness in a
crowded global marketplace. At the same time, smurpro-
vides an important means of enhancing culture aedting
income that can support and strengthen culturdiager, and it
can support and strengthen cultural productioncedtivity.

Some of the benefits culture and tourism can btimg
communities include things like creation of jobsl drusinesses
and expansion of a local economy. It creates oppiti¢s for
partnerships. It attracts visitors interested stdry and preser-
vation. It increases historic attraction revenued preserves
local traditions and cultures. It generates localestment in
historic resources, builds community pride and tage and
increases the awareness of the significance ofema@ a site.
Cultural tourism is one of the largest and fasgestving global
tourism markets, and culture and creative industdee in-
creasingly being used to promote destinationsYikkon. Cul-
ture creates authenticity and distinctiveness engtobal tour-
ism market. It's what makes you unique. Tourismezignces
that connect visitors to local cultures are soeawrgly impor-
tant. The involvement of the local community is iemportant
factor in achieving visitor satisfaction. Local comnities are
not just the host for tourism; they participateedity in the
tourism experience by helping to create a sensplafe, a
sense of atmosphere, that affects how visitors &mlut a
place.

I might mention one organization that | am so proiak
the department supports — the Adéka Cultural Falstand
Society. Just last spring | made an announcementtiey re-
ceived $35,000 for the festival that took placelime. This is
another important component to our community inclkhihe
Department of Tourism and Culture and this govemme
makes investments.

The Cultural Services branch has a budget of $tillibn
for O&M and an additional $1.7 million for capitptojects.
The Cultural Services branch is responsible fotohis sites,
museums, arts, archives and heritage resourceshwigludes
paleontology and archeology. Heritage Resourcestasiget
of $1.15 million for all aspects of land-based tegge re-
sources, including archeology, paleontology, plaames, and
scientists and explorer licensing.

The Historic Sites unit has been allocated $1.Tionilfor
the research, preservation, management, developamehin-
terpretation of the Yukon’s historic sites and esutThe de-
partment’'s Museums unit has a total budget of $#itkon to
enable continued partnerships in support of Yukorntgant
museums and cultural centres.

There is $100,000 in new funding that is being ffed to
the new Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre to assist witth pro-
gramming and operational needs and there is $10Gi24 is
budgeted for the new D& Ku Cultural Centre in Haidenction
to support programming, operational needs and teng- de-
velopment of that centre, and the Yukon Beringierpretive
Centre is allocated $449,000 to enable its contrpegram-
ming for tourists and Yukoners.

This funding includes $60,000 for exhibit and fagilup-
grades. The arts section is receiving $3.7 millibis year to
enable continued support of Yukon’s dynamic art camity.
The department is supporting the Old Fire Hall -might add
that there was some great music there last nightwith
$150,000 to enable artists and community groupshtawcase
and market performing arts, literature, visual arid crafts.

The Government of Yukon recognizes Yukoners are con

cerned that the Parks Canada budget reductionsimggct
tourism activities, as well as winter recreatioaefivities. We
understand that the work of Parks Canada goesfari sim-
ply managing parks. Parks Canada is an importarhgrain
managing heritage resources and providing touGtiities.
Officials at the Department of Tourism and Cultwi#l con-
tinue to meet with the local Parks Canada staéxplore pos-
sible approaches to mitigate the impact of theskiatons.
Parks Canada has always worked very closely wiéh Dle-
partment of Tourism and Culture, and this workietionship
is now refocused on addressing these reductions.

Madam Chair, | have brought this issue to the diatten-
tion of the minister responsible for Parks Candtia, Hon.
Peter Kent. | have highlighted the concerns Yuksneave
about the possible impact these reductions may leaveur
important tourism sector to Minister Kent. I'm catdnt that
Minister Kent recognizes the commitment of the Yulkgov-
ernment to find solutions that will help enabletagontinue to
provide high-quality tourism experiences.

As Minister of Tourism and Culture, and with thepae-
ment of Tourism and Culture, | can assure you Yheion gov-
ernment is actively taking steps to identify pot@nsolutions
to address the impacts of these changes at Pane@€a

As | have mentioned, I've written to Minister Keand
will be following up on that correspondence.

Mr. Barr: | thank the minister for his responses. I'd
like to go back to the spring for a moment. | didke the issue
of dropped inquiry calls to the 1-800 number tlsahdvertised
in many Yukon travel brochures and websites. | egipte that
the minister looked into this issue and said it wafortunate,
but not possible to answer 100 percent of the dallgerson,
because it is handled by staff at the visitor infation centre,
and they may be busy with other clients.

| wonder if there is a made-in-Yukon solution tleah be
found here. There are other departments with 1+80@bers
social services emergencies, wildland fire, Thrn-
Poachers, the 511 highways information, 611 haakbrma-
tion line, and my understanding is that some ocadponse is
handled by Outside companies. Across all departsnenbat
does government pay for 1-800 services, staffirdy@mtracts,
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and | wonder if there could be a solution that @iztes all
responses for various departments?

So my question is: What does the Department of iSour
and Culture spend on the 1-800 service?

tions and events. Tourism Yukon is currently in tlevelop-
ment and organization stage of a number of strategidia
relations and PR initiatives that, when fully implented, are
poised to have significant and positive impactstton genera-

Does he know what other departments spend on thesien of unpaid media coverage from Canada, the Hfd. in-

types of services? Will he look into offering mofekon ser-
vices to a centralized local call centre?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
member opposite that as Minister of Tourism andual I'm
not necessarily sure that it would be appropridtat tthe
HealthLine or 911 take calls for visitors wantimgvisit Yukon
from around the world, but what | can tell youhsit we want
to talk to people who are interested in cominghe Yukon.
We answer lots and lots of calls and e-mails eway with
requests for information so it is something thakeidremely
important to the department.

Madam Chair, | can also add that the departmerarnizgd
and hosted the Canadian Tourism Commission GoMédia
ada Marketplace, as mentioned earlier, just this NMay. The
event was indeed attended by 125 international domdestic
media as well as 170 tourism industry members.

Just think for a moment what kind of an impact tht
have on our territory.

This year the department launched the year-rounkbiu
visitor tracking program that will assist Yukontautism sector
in developing marketing strategies and making itnaest de-
cisions to meet today’s changing economic climate.

I've mentioned that the new visitor information iloaat
the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airporasvin opera-
tion from May to the end of September of this yaad it pro-
vided information on Yukon communities to over 1MO0visi-
tors. We all know that the department opened thve IHaines
Junction Visitor Information Centre located withime Da Ku
Cultural Centre. The centre showcases the worklo¥dkon
artists, while providing travel information to Yukaisitors.

ternational markets.
Tourism Yukon’'s primary strategic media PR initvati

I might add to the comments of the will be the implementation of its global-media tedas strat-

egy. Key objectives incorporated into the globahtegy in-

clude the following: the integration of North Amegin media
relations activities within consumer and trade fplah; the

integration of North American and overseas medlations

and PR initiatives; activation of appropriate sboidia initia-

tives as outlined both in the global media relatistrategy and
the recently developed digital strategy.

The successful implementation of these new invttiis
expected to enhance communications with media ggnte
thereby increasing the potential to generate om-liraditional
print and electronic unpaid media coverage.

The travel trade channel is critically importantTiourism
Yukon, particularly in the overseas markets. Manterna-
tional visitors to Yukon choose to book their vamas through
a travel agency. Travel agencies typically purcHes® a tour
operator who packages and promotes Yukon tourissdyats
and experiences. Our support of the travel tradievalepend-
ing on market, but generally includes some of thkofving
activities: attending key travel trade marketpléezaneet with
key accounts and identify potential new travel ¢rghrtners;
providing up-to-date product and planning inforroati en-
couraging the travel trade to carry and promoteoyuproducts
and experiences; supporting fam tours — that'Sahdliariza-
tion tours — for product managers and sales ageritecrease
their awareness and sales of Yukon travel expesgnand
creating strategic cooperative marketing partnesshind pro-
motions to enhance destination awareness and dersakes

The department signed an MOU with the I’Associationand revenue.

franco-yukonnaise in August 2012 that outlined anbar of
strategic initiatives specific to the developmerit Fyrench-
speaking markets in Canada and overseas.

In 2012, Yukon Archives celebrated its"™4@nniversary,
and hosted more than 175 participants of the Aasioai of
Canadian Archivists for their conference just tlaist fall. The
national conference supports the archivists whairensur his-
tory is preserved for future generations.

It's important to note that in October, the depamin
hosted the Canadian Conservation Institute workshaferials
for exhibit, storage and transportation that predidraining to
18 heritage workers from seven different commusitie

Tourism Yukon's marketing efforts that reach constsn
both on-line and off-line are designed to increas@reness of
Yukon as a travel destination, build a desirablagmof Yukon
and drive the purchase of Yukon tourism product$ experi-
ences. Consumer marketing activities are focusedpatific
targeted market segments within key geographic etark

Tourism Yukon utilizes a variety of communicatioahi
cles that target consumers, including advertisitigital, social
media, direct mail, consumer shows, partnershiplscapera-
tive marketing. Tourism Yukon will continue to paet with
the Yukon Convention Bureau to promote the Yukonaas
MICE destination — MICE, foHansard, stands for meetings,

Yukon government also announced $389,000 in fundingncentives, conventions and events.

for Yukon Archives to support preserving Yukon’sshaand
the department improved visitor access and inteapom at
three of its major sites through trail and bridggwiovements at
Fortymile, enhanced interpretive facilities at Héral Island
and a third interpretive building at Fort Selkirk.

The 1-800 line at the Department of Tourism andt@al
is handled internally by the visitor informationntee. All of
the inquiries are responded to by a trained traeeinsellor.
The only cost to the 1-800 line is the line its&éfe have in-
creased the capacity of the number of voicematlesys that it

Tourism Yukon’s marketing framework takes a channekan handle. All calls receive personal callbacksnfra trained

marketing approach segmented at media relatiomeelttrade,
consumer and public relations, meetings, incentieesven-

counsellor. Thank you.
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Mr. Barr:
the NDP’s tourism platform and | look at the Yuk@arty plat-
form, | see that there is some common ground. ND&tisism
platform: “Successful tourism depends on good siftecture,
healthy communities and a clean environment.” Godth-
structure will develop high-end attractions, supptirect ser-
vices for small operators, increase and enhandéndtisn at-
tractions for meetings and conventions — the mamigust
commented on MICE — sports infrastructure to atttaarna-
ments and training camps. It goes on to speak to ihbelps
communities build business capacity and competitgs, ad-
dress labour shortages, increase training and aleatractions
and events that benefit all Yukon community. Altte clean
environment provides increased land certainty fddevness
tourism operations.

When | look to the Yukon Party’s tourism platforiit,
speaks to continuing to implement tkiekon Museums Strat-
egy in collaboration with museums, First Nation heydaand
cultural centres and community interpretive centres

I've heard the minister speak to the Haines Junctial-
tural centre — and | know about Teslin’s culturahtre and
Dawson’s cultural centre — but | know there hasnbeerre-
spondence in regard to the community house in Gsscrspe-
cifically regarding the visitor information centptans that are
soon to be coming forward for our visitor centreGarcross,
but also the community house which will addresslthga
communities. When we speak to museums and culterdtes,
I've heard the minister speak to a large percentddbe pale-
ontology that is in drawers in Whitehorse for ncedo see.
There are intentions by Carcross-Tagish First Mati@at they
be housed in a museum-type space in Carcross tliatost
people and also enhance part of the Yukon Partgdoom.
Seeing that there has been correspondence, | vikaldn up-
date from the minister opposite as to where theseendeav-
ours are regarding the community house and vigitfmrma-
tion centre. | understand regarding with the visitdormation
centre, there had been folks out in Carcross jesently —
about a month and a half ago. Where might theyobkihg at
building that in the downtown area?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Department of Tourism and
Culture provides a variety of client services téegeat the tour-
ism industry in areas of training, collaborationdatourism
development counselling. The department provideksimps,
counselling and on-line resources to support irmglustforts
and educational needs for tourism operators. Tthasimy train-
ing topics include working with travel trade, eamtem and
sustainable development, marketing, customer senand
funding sources. The department also works withisaunon-
governmental organizations and other industry $takkers to
create efficiencies in industry development.

Working in partnerships with non-governmental otigan
tions and stakeholders, the department’s produetidpment
initiatives provide real benefits to the tourisndusstry. The
department also participates on government comesiténd
working groups to ensure that tourism interestscareidered
in Yukon government planning, resource developmamd
environmental assessments.

Thank you for the responses. As | look at

It's important to note that across Yukon, the dapant
has identified and recorded over 3,720 archaedbgites and
maintains a collection of over 47,500 artifactscoilaboration
with Klondike placer miners, over 3,000 new fossisre col-
lected for the paleontology program. The departnoerowns
and co-manages three historic sites with the Vu@uitchin,
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in, and the Selkirk First Nation. & Fyukon
historic sites inventory lists over 3,500 recordshistoric re-
sources, such as gravesites, engineering featwrddings and
structures. Seven locations across Yukon have designated
and protected as territorial historic sites underHistoric Re-
sources Act. According to the 2006 census, Yukon has one of
the highest concentrations and diversity of artistd artisans
in Canada and, as | mentioned earlier, only setomlnavut.

The Government of Yukon recognizes the social awd e
nomic importance of preserving First Nations’ higtand cul-
ture. The Department of Tourism and Culture workpartner-
ship with Yukon First Nations to help turn our stdwision for
cultural and heritage centres into reality. Thiarythe depart-
ment is providing over $500,000 to directly suppmperation
and programs at seven Yukon First Nation centre20D4, the
Yukon government announced a First Nation cultbezitage
centre funding program to help Yukon First Natigmsserve
and protect their culture. The Government of Yukwavides
both financial and program support to the Firstidlatultural
heritage centres currently operated in Yukon. Nawucal
centres are being currently considered by the Rdgsr Dena
Council and the Carcross-Tagish First Nation.

The Government of Yukon continues to work in partne
ship with the Kwanlin Dun First Nation and the KviarDun
Cultural Society to further advance their visiom floe cultural
centre. To date, Yukon government has invested $8emil-
lion in that specific project, including $100,00@rm the De-
partment of Tourism and Culture. The departmeatse work-
ing closely with the First Nation to identify othesources of
potential funding to assist with additional cost®perating the
new centre.

Kwanlin Dun First Nation received federal infrastiure
funding for the new construction and site developima that
cultural centre. The daily operations of the Kwarllun Cul-
tural Centre are managed by the newly formed Kwablun
Cultural Society. The Department of Tourism and t@nels
Museums unit is supporting the centre’s developnant is
working with the society on its long-term plan telude pro-
gramming and the cultural content. In addition, department
is providing assistance to develop training opputies for the
staff at the centre.

Yukon government continues to work in partnershithw
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations to furtheratbe their
vision for the new D& Ku Cultural Centre. The asiinforma-
tion centre provides important visitor informatievhile em-
phasizing the role that arts and culture have i Ithes of
Yukoners. The facility also supports Yukon artisysshowcas-
ing a variety of works from the 24 artists, incluglia feature
piece by Doug Smarch Jr. of Teslin.

When we look at product development, the departrhasat
laid out some objectives. We look at advancing Ygdour-
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ism products to meet and exceed standards. Thetgigs to
increase the number of market- and trade-readystoubusi-
nesses and to generate awareness of and suppartafaet-
and trade-ready businesses. Our tactic is contisoadselling
for entrepreneurs, one on one, including being etadnd
travel trade ready in all workshops and to intrednew market
and/or travel trade ready businesses and produthte tmarket-
ing unit.

Another part of the product development goal isssist
with tourism capacity and product development inredjions.
The objective is to expand tourism industry ingelice, ana-
Iytical tools and services to support tourism céyaand prod-
uct development and also to ensure tourism intel@®t repre-
sented in all planning, resource development, enwirental
assessment, labour initiatives and so on.

We want to develop a new product development gyate
and an annual implementation plan and we want taga in
interdepartmental groups, cross-government iniégti and
public sessions. Our approach is to improve anchecd the
tourism product development and research sectibtieeoneb-
site and also to continue to provide business asdurce coun-
selling to entrepreneurs. We want to review exgsnograms
and services to identify gaps and trends and talomlate with
the tourism industry to develop a new product dgwelent
strategy and plan.

Another goal is to stimulate and increase tourisodpcts
and enhance the visitor experience. Our objective icontrib-
ute toward the development of new or improved turprod-
ucts that enhance the visitor's experience. Anotiigective of
that is to support the tourism projects through ghaduct de-
velopment partnership program — or the PDPP. Wet w@n
fund projects that meet with the goals and objestiof that
PDPP, and we want to promote the PDPP to encourgtgée,
innovation and partnerships in projects.

pavilion, the Yukon government will be issuing ajuest for
proposals seeking options for a permanent visitforination
centre location. The Department of Tourism and @altis
committed to continue to provide visitor informatiservices
in Carcross, and we look forward to finding a pemera loca-
tion for that centre.

Mr. Barr: | was hoping to hear the minister's re-
sponse in regard to correspondence and moving fdrwéh
the community house in Carcross for CTFN and tresibdity
of a museum, the health of the community, movintigbches
out of the community centre. | would also like test briefly
state that in my own communication with the visiioiorma-
tion centre, the people who work there have veylatpressed
to me that they have some ideas | would hope tha@star
would explore in regard to positioning of the \asiinforma-
tion centre, which would be directly over by tB8 Tutshi or
even comingling that structure — to have it claséhe water.

| understand also that Carcross-Tagish First Naties
some ideas that would collaborate with that, s@ul encour-
age the minister to respond and if the next timeldes get up
— maybe he forgot or he doesn’t know or I’'m notesu+ |
would like an answer regarding the status of theroanity
house in Carcross.

Now | would like to ask — no, I'm going to ask saimag
else. In utilizing the tourism cooperative markgtifund to
build partnerships with industry that improves neditkg ef-
forts for both government and industry — that'stpeafr the
Yukon Party’s platform in tourism. What partnershigre now
in place, and are these P3s — public/private pesitigs —
and have the partnerships improved marketing? Hod,how
is it measured?

I would like to speak to the recent release byNfieister
of Tourism and Culture when he was down in Seatillke Hol-
land America signing a three-year cooperative ntarge

Another extremely important component to the departagreement with them to increase the number of etaigr visi-

ment’s goals is that of research. We want to geagedistribute
and communicate relevant and timely tourism resetrguide
marketing and development decisions here in Yukaur. ob-
jective is to expand Yukon-based industry intelige, analyti-
cal tools and services in support of marketing pratiuct de-
velopment.

Our objective, again, is to communicate timely aabb-
vant information to Yukon’s tourism industry stakéters and
decision-makers and to continue to undertake visitadies. In
order for us to do that, we need to partner with@TC on the
implementation of a diverse range of research ptej¢hat
align with our strategic plans. We need to integr@TC re-
search with Yukon visitor research to further defand align
Yukon’'s market segments. We need to continue td p®s
search and visitor statistics to thevw.tc.gov.yk.ca/research
website. We need to share information in a timegnmer with
industry associations and interested stakehold#es.need to
track return on investment to determine the immdcEourism
Yukon’s marketing campaigns.

Getting back to Carcross, the Carcross Visitor rimiation
Centre has been located in the Carcross paviliorthfe last
two summers. To address the space limitations efarcross

tors to the Yukon. | believe the amount was at $30,annu-
ally over the next three years and it says thatnioaey will
support a number of marketing initiatives aimednateasing
the number of cruise tour passengers. What are tihdgatives
and will it be advertising only? I'm wondering ihat regard —
I know that the Frantic Follies is one of the sfiediourism
opportunities that had been included in the packayéere
there any discussions in renewing those packagetsidn the
minister’s discussion with Holland America?

Chair: Before we proceed, would the members care
for a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order. We're going to resume debat8ithriNo.
7, Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13, on Vote 54.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | sincerely appreciate the member’s
guestion. The Tourism branch has $10.38 milliomidied for
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operation and maintenance and an additional $780f00

capital projects. The Tourism branch is respondibtevisitor

services, product development and research, asawetiarket-
ing operations designed to grow tourism revenueshi® terri-

tory. The product development and research unibleas allo-
cated $1.5 million to increase tourism industry \kiexige,

provide business counselling services and supmoristake-
holders. There has been $700,000 budgeted for diesin

cooperative marketing fund. This fund helps tourtaumsinesses
market Yukon tourism products to prospective visitaround
the world.

There has been $1.9 million budgeted to suppordike
tor Services unit, which operates the informati@mtees that
provide vital traveller and visitor information tommunities
across the Yukon and $43,000 has been budgetedatkem
Yukon'’s tremendous opportunities for sport tourism.

The tourism industry remains integral to the lieesl eco-
nomic well-being of many Yukoners. Visitor statisti for
Yukon this year show that tourism is growing.

rable Yukon experiences in the Whitehorse, Kluame &lon-
dike regions while travelling through the territory

Yukon government and Holland America have signed a

three-year cooperative marketing agreement asopart ongo-
ing partnership to increase visitation to Yukors these part-
nerships that are so incredibly important to thépattment.
This is Yukon government’s very first cooperativanketing
agreement with Holland America. The $50,000 anntrke-
year agreement will generate an equivalent marfetaiue of
$300,000 for promotions targeting both U.S. anérimational
visitors.

Holland America is the largest tourism operatorehar
Yukon. They contribute between $40 million and $6illion
annually to Yukon’s economy. Wouldn't it be niceitwrease
that?

Seventy percent of all Holland America Line cruisars
travel through Dawson City, strengthening the ecaisobase
of that region.

As the on-line world continues to rapidly evolve, does

As | mentioned, from January to September there avas Tourism Yukon’'s digital marketing effort. Travelyoik.com

four-percent increase in border crossings fromyasr for the
same period. This is a notable increase given ttoma@mic
challenges in the United States. Further contnifgutio the
growth in tourism is an 11-percent increase innbenber of
passengers arriving and departing from the Erik|ddie
Whitehorse International Airport from January tqfenber.

So far this year, the department has approved $ficap
tions to the TCMF from Yukon tourism businesses tmgism
organizations. Applications were approved for pant on-line
advertising, familiarization tours and attendante@sumer
and trade shows totalling $635,000 of the $700[@fpet.

The Government of Yukon is working with the Yukon
tourism industry to learn more about our visitopestations
and changing travel patterns. | spoke earlier altoeitvisitor
tracking program that will provide the tourism irstiy and
government with a better understanding of our eisitand the
economic benefits they bring to Yukon. This initrathelps to
ensure that the Yukon government remains industtyrharket
driven and research based in its approach to tauris

will re-launch in the next two years, with an enteoh focus on
core experiencing, engaging photography, videeyveeit user-
generated content and compelling product offersurism

Yukon has developed a digital strategy that laysaoplan to
implement digital marketing activities across aistdbution

channels. The strategy focuses on website, soctlian e-
marketing and direct-to-consumer marketing in thgital

space. Tourism Yukon will implement enhanced webaitd
social media marketing in the coming year. Therd be a
conscious shift to focus more on leading the Yukaurism
industry to become more digital marketing-savvy dndld

relationships with new audiences through the souidia plat-
forms like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flikr.

The primary objective of this strategy is to indéecrease
the number of conversations and exposures that rYuke
ceives. Every digital initiative undertaken by Tisun Yukon
should create increased awareness of Yukon; itldhmovide
information that moves consumers along the pathutchase;
and it should answer the specific needs of a segemiting

The Government of Yukon is undertaking an assessmethem to make the decision to travel to Yukon.

of the annual tourism marketing program administerg the
Department of Tourism and Culture. The marketinggpam
assessment will establish key performance indisatormeas-
ure the appropriateness, efficiency and effectiserté market-
ing campaigns, initiatives and programs. The assess will

be done annually to guide the allocation of Yukomarketing
budget.

The member opposite was asking about my trip laskw
end to Seattle to meet with Holland America to ségoruise
tour marketing agreement. The Yukon governmentitigipa-
tion with Holland America Line leverages our resms to in-
crease awareness of Yukon as a destination iratitsit Hol-
land America brings many economic benefits to Yykoalud-
ing visitor spending, employment for Yukoners angport to
businesses and non-profit organizations. Cruisestguovide
unique opportunities for visitors to explore a etyiof memo-

Mr. Barr:
will probably take more than a second — regardimg ¢com-
ments made earlier around the Northern Culturalr&sgions
Society and recognizing that culture is a huge pathis pro-
gram — also Economic Development, Health and Sdaéat
vices, Education and Justice — that this prograsetiols with
all of those departments, realizing that the felddmlars to
include the beginners program is not being renewerhder-
stand there has been more discussion regardingaisiag the
funding to allow for the beginners program to r&ates and
ensure a continued flow in the cycle of this progrdt’'s kind
of like the cycle of life — the child, adolesceatjult, elder,
and it just continues with the education. Only floairney Far
carvers are still there. It needs the introductidmew young
carvers for this to be ongoing, so | can't exptégsimportance
of increasing the funding level. I'd like to knoWet status from

I would like to go back for a second — i
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the minister opposite regarding what has transginetthe last
month since this was brought forward in the House.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
dividuals come from the Northern Cultural Expreasi®@ociety
and spend some time in our gallery and our beitg abgive a
tribute to them. | think it gives them a real sen$@apprecia-
tion for the work that they do within that orgartiea.

The Government of Yukon recognizes the value and
portance of the vision of the Northern Cultural Eegsions
Society. They use carving as the foundation to ipewppor-
tunities for youth at risk to channel their enetgydevelop a
blend of life skills, artistic expression and buesa develop-
ment. The Northern Cultural Expressions Societyticoes to
receive important support from the Yukon governmant
from the Government of Canada. The Government ob@a is
indeed providing $482,000 this year for the cultuesilience
project, which provides youth at risk and adultshwan oppor-
tunity to learn about cultural traditions.

It was very enlightening to have in-

We want to help ensure that Yukon’s material, galtand
natural history found in Yukon museums — cultufayitage
and interpretive centres — is properly plannedeaeshed,
developed, managed and, indeed, protected.

According to the 2006 census, Yukon has one ohtgke-
est concentrations and diversity of artists, angsan Canada,
second only to Nunavut. Last year, the Yukon gowemt

imadded 10 works to the Yukon permanent art collactind that

value was $2.48 million. The collection now has Péces on
display in 24 public government buildings.

If I may, Madam Chair, | would like to talk a ligtlbit
about the objective of the Advanced Artist Awardknow the
member appreciates the arts community in Yukon,raady of
us here saw him performing just last night.

The objective of the Advanced Artist Award is tcsias
advanced Yukon visual, literary and performingsastipractic-
ing at a senior level with innovative projects,vebaor educa-
tional pursuits that contribute to their persondisiac devel-

The Yukon government has provided an additionabpment and to their community. The program serges foun-

$345,000 in funding to the Northern Cultural Exjsiess soci-
ety this year. This funding has enabled that ogitn to hire
an executive director and move forward on its oizgtional
and business planning.

Northern Cultural Expressions Society has alsoivede
$50,000 from the Truth and Reconciliation Commigsiaf
Canada for the new healing totem recently raisetherWhite-
horse waterfront. | think the track record speaksitself. The
Department of Tourism and Culture has worked wliti $oci-
ety to research funding options and determine thaet/'s
funding needs. Department staff will be supportigrthern
Cultural Expressions Society's efforts to re-engagth the
federal government in order to identify opportusstifor long-
term funding. Tourism and Culture has also beerkingrwith
Northern Cultural Expressions to identify optiors fonger
term Yukon government funding. No decisions havenbe
made yet, but the work is ongoing.

I might add that the department is supporting theety’s
efforts to research that future funding and othgtioms that
will enable the group to continue to achieve itsyvenportant
artistic, social and cultural mandate. We want nsuee that
Yukon's heritage resources are properly documented,
searched, conserved and protected in a mannerstemsith
the Historic Resources Act and regulations, th&ukon Envi-
ronmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act and with First
Nation land claims agreements. We want to documest,
search, plan, conserve and manage Yukon’s histités so
that they may be protected, developed and intexgrédr the
appreciation and enjoyment of Yukoners and visitora man-
ner consistent with recognized conservation priesipand
standards. We want to enable and support the daweliot of
visual, literary and performing arts in the Yukdmaugh the
delivery of services, program administration, reskaliaison,
financial programs, policy initiatives and art emtions. We
want to help acquire, preserve and make availahlkol's
documentary heritage, including records of the Gowent of
Yukon, in accordance with th&rchives Act and land claims
heritage agreements.

dation for much of the wide array of cultural protkiand
events in the Yukon.

The intended results and outcomes of the AdvanaéidtA
Award are to encourage artistic creativity to epaditists to
develop their skills and to improve the abilityantists to pro-
mote their works or talents. Awards to artists esgnt the re-
search and development portion of arts fundings Tikithe
risky or experimental portion of an artist's deymiwent; for
example, the writing and editing of a manuscrigttmay be
later published, songwriting or studio work for allbum that
may later be manufactured, or the creation of ayhmfdwork
that may result in an exhibition.

Eligible applicants include Canadian citizens ompanent
residents of Canada who have lived in Yukon foleast one
continuous year prior to the award deadline. Initaaid an
applicant may be considered to be an artist workinthe ad-
vanced level. An advanced artist is an individuhbvhas spe-
cialized training in his or her artistic field, wierecognized as
an advanced artist by his or her peers and hastaryiof pub-
lic presentation of his or her work.

Projects that are eligible for funding include map
which further develop a particular art form or exqel a new
area within the artist’s field, short-term educa#b pursuits,
post-secondary or post-graduate study relatedsqeaific pro-
ject, or travel to attend a specific event relatedhe artistic
development of that applicant.

| was happy to support a press release in July-thatell,
I'll read a portion of the press release to youdvAnced Artist
Award fosters professional development. Eleven acded art-
ists will share $37,855 through the Yukon’'s ar#gtvanced
Artist Award for their literary, performing or visliarts devel-
opment”. | said in that release, “We are blessedhawve the
talented individuals who embrace the arts andestiivmake a
positive impact in Yukon.” | go on to say, “Theiomributions
help to celebrate the territory as a unique jucisoin within
Canada, helping to grow public awareness abouhenrttalent
and artistic excellence.”
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The Advanced Artist Award supports professionailstat
looking to advance their practice through theirspeal artistic
development. Artists apply to undertake innovativejects or
educational pursuits that may include learning ulgio work-
shops, courses or working with a mentor. They nisy pursue
artistic development through critique, collaboratmr explora-
tion. As recently as August of this year, | alspported an-
other news release: “Arts fund supports communitg an-
gagement”.

“Fourteen arts organizations will share $126,070ough
Yukon’s Arts Funds in support of group projectsttimspire
community engagement through discovery, experieaod
exploration.” | quoted for this news release: “Tdgsoup pro-
jects bring members of the community together affier @p-
portunities to learn something new. They help wscaler a
deeper appreciation for the arts and share in gdymamics
that can energize and inspire.”

The arts fund supports group projects that fosterdrea-
tive development of the arts in Yukon. Applicatiocan in-
clude arts-related projects submitted by arts ctlles, organi-
zations, industry associations, and other eliggstaups under-
taking an activity related to the literary, visual performing
arts. The objectives of the touring artist fund réncrease the
touring opportunities for practising professionalkén artists.

The objectives are also to facilitate access towbek of
Yukon artists by Canadian and international audienand to
facilitate the growth and development of Yukonsstithrough
providing opportunities for increased national amernational
exposure.

| was also happy to support a press release ireSyetr of
this year: “Yukon's Touring Artist Fund reaches @3 bor-
ders.” Five professional artists shared just ov&2,800
through the Yukon’s touring artist fund to reacht ¢o new
audiences as well as foster opportunities for gimal career
development.

I quote in this press release: “By touring to othuisdic-
tions, Yukon artists expand their reputation andirtmeper-
toires. Their work enlightens new audiences to oomue
northern talents, culture, history and lifestyl€gavel and per-
formance by Yukon artists is both an opportunityfticther
develop their artistic strengths and to serve alsamsadors for
the entire territory, profiling what Yukon has tfiey to tourists
and citizens alike.”

Mr. Barr: At the risk of listening to more press re-
leases read into the record — | think we could asetime a
little better in this House, as has been statethbyPremier. At
this point, | would like to acknowledge that, altiyhh | have
other questions, I'm going to not continue any Hert | will
turn it over to other members of the House, paldity the
interim Leader of the Third Party. | believe he lsasne ques-
tions.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to thank the officials today for
coming in and sharing their time with us. It's gigappreci-
ated. We know they're busy. I'd like to thank thesidber for
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes. | know that he has ltedcon
the Parks Canada cuts and the minister spoke o€ sminhis

correspondence with his federal counterparts. | waisdering
if the minister could table some of this correspamze.

We went to great lengths in this House to commuaita
Yukoners our unanimous consent urging the fedeoskim-
ment and Parks Canada to rethink its decisionsrdeyga cuts
in the Yukon. Maybe sharing any further conversetigince
that day will give Yukoners hope that there actu@l some
progress on this file. | haven't heard of any pesg; myself
personally — not from the lack of trying. Are dissions with
Canada ongoing or has Canada simply said no? Whiains,
if any, are there on the table to help facilitdie bpening of
these facilities in 20137

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the Member for Klondike
for his question. | know how passionate he is alhigisecond
home, Dawson City. Pertaining to the letters thatabked for
— my correspondence with the federal governmertapeng
to Parks Canada — I'll be happy to table those nedk.

The Government of Yukon shares the concerns of Wuko
ers about the impact these reductions may haveuotoarism
industry, heritage resources and recreational iie8v The
Yukon government is actively taking steps to idignpiotential
solutions and address the impacts of these chaag@&arks
Canada. As the member opposite knows, I've writteMinis-
ter Kent about this issue and department offidi@g¢e met and
will continue to be meeting with the local Parksn@da repre-
sentatives to identify any possible mitigation.

Mr. Silver: For the record, | was born and raised
Nova Scotia but my first home is Dawson City. Latét has
been feeling like this is my first home — this semttually —
but, for the record, it is Dawson City.

Once again, as far as any further communicatioasttre
minister does have with his federal counterpartsjolld be
very appreciative to know about those. | mean dmigserely,
not just from a political standpoint. It seemectlike did have
some promises from our MP that there was goinget@sdme
progression. The time is ticking down on this filed, if there
is going to be any further correspondence or ang kif pro-
gression that the government sees, we would beagpyecia-
tive to be a part of that. So | thank the ministerhe’s nod-
ding. So | thank him for his support.

Moving on, as the minister for departments suci @as -
ism and Culture, | imagine that the minister arsldfficials do
an awful lot of travelling. Does the Departmenfloiurism and
Culture keep figures? I'm sure they do, on the amhoof
money that it spends on airfare. If so, and | imaghey do, |
was wondering if | can get a breakdown about howchmu
money is spent and maybe even a breakdown as tb peiha
centage is given to the three major airlines ariiefe is actu-
ally a policy in place as to how that gets decided.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | appreciate the question coming
forward from the member opposite. | think he caprapiate
that with any government or business to create mevenue
and more interest, there is an investment thatsneetde made
and we definitely see the support of our air casrie Yukon as
providing investment to the territory.

The Government of Yukon continues to work with tenr
operators, travel trade partners and air carriererihance

in
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Yukon'’s air access. The Government of Yukon suppand
encourages air carriers through partnerships, joiatnotions
and by sharing information on the tourism indusi¥ykon is

well-served by two, year-round carriers and twesseeal carri-
ers, which provide a variety of options for visga@and Yukon-
ers to travel to and from Yukon. The DepartmeniTofirism

and Culture proactively supports and promotes Aorth

Yukon’s airline, and domestic and international keds

through participation and familiarization toursfeaidance at
consumer shows and trade marketplaces, introdctmtrade,
joint activities and funding programs.

Air Canada service to Yukon is critical to the segx of
the department’s international and domestic mangeé&fforts
in leisure, business and conventions. WestJet geovseasonal
service to Whitehorse from Vancouver from May totdber,
and has confirmed their intention to offer seas@®lice in
2013, providing an additional travel option foritass.

Condor, whom | met with when | was in Germany, offe
once-weekly direct air service from Frankfurt to ¥ghorse
from May to September. Condor has confirmed thay thill
indeed add two additional flights to Whitehorse fbe 2013
season, an increase in capacity of 540 passengers.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Prior to me answering that ques-
tion, | would like to introduce a friend and trugpporter of the
great work that the Department of Tourism and Celtlbes —
Connor Whitehouse— to the gallery. Can my colleagues join
me in welcoming him to the gallery, please?

Applause

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In answering the question for the
member opposite, the Government of Yukon is workivith
the Yukon tourism industry to learn more about asitor ex-
periences, more about the visitor expectationsraace about
changing travel patterns by our visitors.

The year-round visitor tracking program will indeptb-
vide the tourism industry and government with adyetinder-
standing of our visitors and the economic bendfitst they
bring to Yukon. The initiative helps to ensure tha Yukon
government remains industry-led, market-driven esskarch-
based in its approach to tourism.

Following the public tender process that | spokeddier,
the joint industry and department committee setkateontrac-
tor for the 2012-14 Yukon visitor tracking programhat sur-

The employee travel the member opposite was askingey uses traditional exit survey methodology witkding in-

about is indeed budgeted within our O&M budget. tTinéor-
mation is publicly available. Travel funding for playees is
captured in the other lines throughout the O&M letdg

Mr. Silver: | thank the minister for the answer there.

This sounds like great news. It sounds like — asderstand it
— the policy is that domestic flights are to goAtio North and

international travel will go to Air Canada, seeitigre are no
flights for Air North to go internationally.

We did sit here in the spring and debated the motio

where we all do support Yukon’s airline, Air Nortbust to
clarify — the minister said a breakdown of domesdlights,

and then he compared that to the internationaitiigSo just to
reiterate: | wonder if he could speak to that sipeadly. Is this

the policy, where most of the domestic flights vgth to Air

North and therefore the international goes to tiiernational
market and to Air Canada?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, all government em-

ployees, whether in Tourism, Highways and Publicrkgp
ECO, Community Services, Health, Education and saie
booked through the Department of Highways and uibrks
so that may be an opportunity to provide a questiaine Min-
ister of Highways and Public Works at that time.

Mr. Silver: Okay, I'll wait for my opportunity to talk
to the Minister of Highways and Public Works.

Moving on, | have another question about the Yukisi
tor tracking program. | see a considerable incrdfasethe
Yukon visitor tracking program: a $470,000 incredsethe
Yukon visitor tracking program. Fifty percent ofighs recov-
erable from Canada.

Can the minister explain what the Yukon visitorckiag
program is and when the results of this project b made
public?

novative components such as self-administered tsabled the
use of indicator sites. In the long term, these sawey tech-
niques will help us refine our approach and enswgecan re-
ceive timely, effective and reliable visitor infoation. Anyone
who was through the Whitehorse airport or at ts#at infor-
mation centres this summer will probably remembemdp
stopped and asked questions by a surveyor. Thatniation
will be compiled and will be extremely valuablette depart-
ment and to the government as we move forward.

Mr. Silver: | believe they were in the communities as
well. | believe there were a few different peopliéhwtheir lap-
tops out there at the ferry terminal at Dawson Gisywell.
We’'re looking forward to — | don’t know if he hasswered
that question — | don't think he did — as to whéistproject
would be made available to the public specificallly.maybe
give him another chance to reiterate that.

But I'll move on. This project was done by a cootox
and, in the end, there was only one bidder for phigect. We
were wondering why that other bidder was disquedifiThe
bid wasn't even opened. Why wasn’t the projecteredered
when it came down to only one eligible bidder?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In answering the question, I'll be
fairly brief. The tendering process — there wasR¥P that
went out; two contractors submitted documents o tdnder.
There was one contractor who qualified for thattamt, and
that's what | can report as Minister of Tourism aDdlture.
That RFP was indeed put together in relationship wie De-
partment of Tourism and Culture and the Departnoémiigh-
ways and Public Works. The Minister of Highways dhblic
Works may have a little bit more information on theact
process.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 54?

We will proceed to line by line.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures
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On Cultural Services

Mr. Barr:
please?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
guestion.

A revote is requested to cover three outstandingl 2
commitments under the historic properties assistgmogram.
This revote is requested for a heritage and cultapacity de-
velopment initiative, which is funded through therthern
strategy. This project is delivered through Yukarll€ye. That
one is specifically for $109,000. The revote thahéntioned
earlier was for $17,000. There is also a revoté thas re-
quested for commitments made in 2011-12 that wilteost-
standing at year-end for the Binet House in thedagé of
Mayo for $8,000 and the George Johnston MuseurheofTes-
lin Historical and Museum Society for $13,000.

The revote request is for the arts fund projectisraged
for various arts groups, but not expended by yedt-&hat was
for $286,000.

There was $9,000 that we have approved for funding

through the touring artist fund for various art®jpcts, not
completed again by year-end. There was $50,000 is-isha
revote for the Artist in the School program andarmsva trans-
fer payment to the Yukon Art Society; $50,000 wasrdernal
transfer, and additional one-time funding has biekmtified
for the museum assistance program. This fundingheilused
for museum infrastructure projects.

Cultural Servicesin the amount of $542,000 agreed to

On Tourism

Tourism in the amount of $545,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance

Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the amount
of nil cleared

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $1,087,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Corporate Services

On Office Furniture and Equipment

Office Furniture and Equipment in the amount of $5,000
agreed to

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information Technology Equipment and Systems in the
amount of $27,000 agreed to

On Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space

Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space in the
amount of $123,000 agreed to

On Cultural Services

On Historic Stes

On Historic Stes Maintenance

Historic Sites Maintenance in the amount of $4,000 agreed
to

On Forty Mile

Forty Mile in the amount of $10,000 agreed to

On Yukon Sawmill

Yukon Sawmill in the amount of $30,000 agreed to

On Museums

On Military and Industrial Artifact Assessment

| thank the member opposite for his

Military and Industrial Artifact Assessment underexpendi-

Can | have a breakdown of this amount, turein the amount of $50,000 cleared

On Mammoth Exhibit Devel opment

Mammoth Exhibit Development in the amount of $25,000
agreed to

On Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre

Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre in the amount of
$5,000 agreed to

On Archives

On Archives Preservation Projects

Archives Preservation Projects in the amount of $348,000
agreed to

On Tourism

On Visitor Information Centres

On Capital Maintenance and Upgrades

Capital Maintenance and Upgrades in the amount of
$162,000 agreed to
On Travel Equipment, Displays and Production
On Purchase and Maintenance of Displays
Purchase and Maintenance of Displays in the amount of
$25,000 agreed to

On Soecial Initiatives

On Scenic Drives Initiative

Scenic Drives Initiative in the amount of $13,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital in the amount of nil cleared

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $727,000
agreed to

On Revenues

Total Revenuesin the amount of $127,000 cleared

Department of Tourism and Culture agreed to

Chair: We're going to move on to Vote 11, the
Women'’s Directorate.

Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 minutesiles
we wait for officials.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We're going to begin general debate on VoteNldmen'’s
Directorate.

Women'’s Directorate

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It is indeed an honour to be here in
the Assembly today to be able to present the 2@12upple-
mentary budget for the Women’s Directorate. I'dtjlike to
extend my thanks to our official, who has joined imeee today,
and also to all of the staff in the Women’s Direate, who do
an incredible job, day in and day out.

There is an overall increase of $1,117,000 to BE2213
budget. This brings the Women'’s Directorate budgeh just
over $4.8 million to approximately $5.82 million,ittv the
changes being primarily attributed to a total iase of
$108,000 in operation and maintenance, which reptss
really a compilation of revotes, some deferred fugdcosts
and additional monies to cover unexpected legal feealso a
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total increase of just over $1 million in capitalpenditures.
This increase represents two revote expenditures.

Speaking to the operation and maintenance portidhi®
supplementary budget, the Women’s Directorate hasna
crease due to a revote of $11,000 for the Victifh€rme so-
cial marketing campaign also entitled, “Am | thd$ion?”

The campaign, as members opposite hopefully hawsrgr
to become familiar with, uses social media, worlshgublic
discussion to prompt discussion on the rates démime against
women and children and the norms that supportutldiig on
the success of the campaign’s initial focus on ntke,cam-
paign is also targeting youth and single mothensels Earlier
this week, | was very pleased to be able to joithwiomen’s
organizations to help kick off the 12 Days to Endl¥nce
Against Women campaign, which takes place in Novamas
part of the Women Abuse Prevention Month. This 'getlieme
was entitled, “Real Yukon men can end violence ragjai
women.” Of course, it begins on November 25, sigrtivith
the International Day for the Elimination of Viokesm Against
Women and ends December 6 with a National Day ofi¢te-
brance and Action on Violence Against Women. Weaiely
hope that all members will be attending the upcgmiigil on
that day.

Faulkner Women’s Centre, Kaushee’s Place — andbofse
the Women'’s Directorate as well.

The operation and maintenance budget increaseimso
cludes a revote of $18,000 for the family violeacel violence
against women prevention initiatives funding foay& of the
funding. This revote will cover 2011-12 outstandicgmmit-
ments of two-year agreements.

Another revote of $78,000 is for the northern sigst
aboriginal women’s program represents another asgeThis
revote is primarily in support of the further impientation of
the 2007 Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summit recommenda
tions on various projects. Again, | recently had ghivilege of
attending the recent YAWS 2, as they have comeetknown.
When the original summits were held in the commurmt
Watson Lake and the community of Whitehorse, theese
really a number of recommendations that were pexvioy the
various aboriginal women'’s organizations, as weliralividual
women throughout the territory.

So the purpose of this recent summit that was hetd in
Whitehorse at the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre weally an
opportunity to reflect on the progress that hasnbeade by
women’s organizations and the Yukon government imgrin
collaboration with the communities throughout andoe able

The Women’'s Directorate is very pleased to assisto look at the progress and further prioritize isefor continued

women’s organizations toward developing activiteesl par-
ticipating in the 12 Days campaign. During the leurat the
Old Fire Hall, there were a number of speakers ianeas a
very well-thought-out and well-organized launchtbé& cam-
paign. It also included the White Ribbon campaign.

| just want to again thank the contributors to tadendar
that was prepared through those efforts, for whigh caucus
was pleased to help cover the costs of the calsrtat were
distributed to every MLA in this Legislature. | jusvant to
congratulate the organizers of that initiative #imahk the vari-
ous members who participated in that calendar.olkihey're
hanging up in all of our offices as we speak.

action.

In the operation and maintenance portion of thegbtidhe
Women'’s Directorate has also an increase of $20{@0kgal
fees to prepare various agreements for Betty’'s Rlawe¢her-
wise known as Kaushee’s Place’s second-stage tpusira-
tive. It's a flagship project for the Yukon goverant and it has
been an initiative that has been in the makingrfany years. |
want to congratulate the Yukon Women’'s Transitioanié¢
Society for their ongoing work to see this projestme to frui-
tion. At the end of the day, it will provide 10 tmiof transi-
tional housing for women and children who are ssgkransi-
tional housing for anywhere from 12 to 18 monthsvjaing

During the event, the Women's Directorate was alsdhem with stable, safe and affordable units.

pleased to launch the Silhouettes project as gattieo“Am |
the Solution?” social marketing campaign.

For those who had the opportunity to attend thedh at
the Old Fire Hall, Silhouettes is a series of fiveoden panels
that were prepared by a local carpenter and thewe wiec-
tively brought to life by a local visual artist wheally did a
great job. Through the use of these respectivelpahe statis-
tics on violence against women and girls has begcukated.
They have also helped depict the stories of womkea have
been the victims of violence and subjected to vioée

It's another tool within the overall social markegi cam-
paign and it's a means of reaching out to Yukoriera way
that serves as an interactive display of conversdtiat needs
to take place when it comes to violence against amonThat
particular public display will be circulated to gdighschools
and other public spaces over the next number oksvee

| want to thank the Women'’s Directorate and | alsmt to
thank the subcommittee, which really took greatderiin
developing the concept and researching the corftenéach
one of the silhouettes, including members of LeseB8elles,
Victoria Faulkner Women'’s Centre, Kaushee’s Placand of

There is also a decrease of $19,000 for deferraydar 2
of the 2012-13 family violence and violence agaiwstmen
prevention initiatives funding. That pretty muchngaletes the
operation and maintenance portion of the suppleangnt
budget changes totalling $108,000.

Moving on to the capital portion of the supplementa
budget, it totals just over $1 million. First, teeis a revote of
$9,000 to replace a printer and, second, more itaptly, there
is an increase of $1 million for Kaushee’s secotadis housing
initiative. This is a revote to cover costs of $eeg for the de-
sign/build team to supply suitably zoned land arfgssional
design services for second-stage housing.

This pretty much sums up the supplementary budget f
this fiscal year, and | certainly look forward tking any ques-
tions from members opposite at this time.

Ms. White: I'd like to thank the officials of the
Women’s Directorate for the excellent briefing kteesed. It
was informative and answered all my questions, lsave kind
of a different line of questions to go on.
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So if the mandate of the Women'’s Directorate iprtwvide
leadership and education in gender and diversigtyais for
the Government of Yukon, and directorate policyspanel
provide research and analysis for other governnummart-
ments to enhance the effectiveness of legislafiolicies and

programs, how are the Hallowe’en Highways and FRubli

Works anti-drinking and driving campaign posters fhagged
as stereotyping images of women'’s sexuality inapipately?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for the question raised. As part of the ongaiork of the
Women'’s Directorate, they play a very key role lie use of
gender-inclusive and diversity analysis to lookirmpacts of
policies, programs and legislation when it comeadgancing
women'’s equality. We do so in a number of ways.

We offer employee training sessions every year @m to
apply the gender impact and diversity analysis aticp and
program development. We also provide support tadeggents
in gender-based research and writing, and we aomtio ex-
plore ways to expand our outreach approach.

With respect to the issue opposite, | don’t wanspecifi-
cally respond to an issue that belongs to Highvemd Public
Works and certainly that is a question that camaiged with
the Department of Highways and Public Works. | dow, as
has been articulated through media outlets, treaDipartment
of Highways and Public Works, just like all depaetnts, cer-
tainly take feedback and appreciate comments it lsome
forward by members of the public and organizatiansl so
forth. We as a collective body always strive tabadter when it
comes to marketing campaigns and reaching outeqtiblic
in an appropriate manner.

Ms. White:
across government have a responsibility to workhvitie
Women’s Directorate to ensure all government itiités pro-
mote gender equality?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Building on what | have just al-
ready spoken to in terms of our outreach, | knowat tthe
Women'’s Directorate officials are also presentalicy review
committee — the Deputy Ministers Policy Review Coittee.
We also have, | believe, the communications revienmit-
tee. There are a series of corporate-wide comrsittieat cer-
tainly work on submitting policy-related initiatise So it is
certainly a two-way approach to gender-inclusivalgsis. As |
just mentioned, the Women'’s Directorate, though @spec-
tive officials, has done a great job in terms afyiing those
ongoing workshops and training sessions with eddheoem-
ployees.

The onus is also up to the departments to bringecive
policy initiatives to the Women’s Directorate’s aition as
well. Again, | know that all of our Cabinet subnisss are
required to include information on how those dexisi could
have a differential impact on women. Women'’s Dioeate
reviews all of those Cabinet submissions. | wowdgl that we
have come a long way over the past several yeatghbre is
always more work to be done. As government confinige
carry on added responsibility in many differentidge so too
does the workload of the Women'’s Directorate.

Ms. White: Just to be clear, does that mean advertis-
ing campaigns from other departments don’t nedektoleared
by the Women'’s Directorate to make sure that theyehbeen
viewed as not stereotyping and that they have hadyéender
impact and diversity analysis done on them?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | tried to articulate for the
member opposite, we do have a communications regmm-
mittee. | couldn’t tell you on any given day whhat particular
committee oversees, just like | couldn’t reallyl tgu exactly
what the policy review committee or DMRC sees. Asl gan
appreciate, there is an awful amount of information work
that is put forth on these committees and manyratbenmit-
tees throughout the Yukon. That is one way of beibg to
capture campaigns, potentially. Again, I'm not onununica-
tions myself — at least not on that specific contesit

Ms. White: I’'m just going to try to find out: Was that
poster cleared by the Women’s Directorate beforerds re-
leased for publication?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would ask that the member oppo-
site perhaps direct that to the Department of Haysvand
Public Works. | think that answer perhaps was askié at the
briefing, if I'm not mistaken.

I'm not in charge of the Department of Highways &hub-
lic Works, but through all of our respective workr@ss the
government, we very much endeavour — and | wolkd tb
just congratulate and thank the Women'’s Directofatetheir
good work on behalf of Government of Yukon. As aram
appreciate, | can't speak for the Women'’s Diredwia terms
of what they see on a daily basis, but there isaful lot of
information. Again, | would ask the member opposdeefer

As it stands right now, do all departmentsthat question to the appropriate department.

Ms. White: | thought that in asking a gender-specific
question, | was actually asking the right minister.

Is there a legislative mandate to provide gendgaichand
diversity analysis to all departments?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: For the member opposite’s infor-
mation, again, we do promote the use of gendeusiat and
diversity analysis to assess impacts of policiesgams, and
so forth on women.

As | mentioned earlier, we offer training sessiomshow
to apply that impact and diversity analysis to pamg and pol-
icy development. The Women’s Directorate also dmdst of
other research work in terms of our public schootsching
out to each of the individual classes — and theyadeemen-
dous job at that, working in collaboration with thepartment
of Education. We support the Yukon government depemts
in gender-based research and writing analyses lafige and
programs and we continue to explore ways to exghadut-
reach approach as well.

Cabinet submissions are actually required to irelud
formation on how those potential decisions can héeg¢ im-
pact or differential impact on women as it pertaimshat spe-
cific submission going to the policy review comreét as |
spoke to earlier. There is a multitude of ways @fviwe reach
out to different departments, how we interact witbividual
employees and how we interact with Cabinet as well.
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| think the Women’s Directorate has been very effec
over the years: in terms of providing public ediaigtin terms
of heightening awareness of violence against worfeanex-
ample; in terms of, as | mentioned earlier, workimigh the
Department of Education and promoting diversityhivitour
classrooms and among younger children.

The Women'’s Directorate also has played a veryrkésy
when it comes to working to advance housing inites in the
territory. Betty’s Haven is one of those and ideeted in this
supplementary budget. We have identified approxetge$a.5
million in support of this housing initiative, ande’re very
proud of that ongoing work. Construction is undgrwa that
specific facility. As | mentioned, it builds upornther second-
stage facilities, such as the one in Watson Lakeutyh the
Help and Hope, or women'’s shelter, in the Town cdit$gn
Lake. | know they have also subscribed to the conityude-
velopment fund, and they were successful expantttieiy sec-
ond-stage housing for the first time ever in rufakon. | had
the opportunity to tour that particular facility'sl tremendous.
It's very great to have that facility in place teer know we are
working with the Dawson women'’s shelter, as wellatlvance
their shelter. That has been an ongoing issue pbitance to
their society.

Again, | had the opportunity to meet with the exeaudi-
rector there not long ago. We talked about waysdod.

Women’s Directorate, again, has been collaboratvith
the women'’s shelter in Dawson, for example. Now thitk it
was just through the community development fund urdfng
did go through to enable it to proceed with theaagion of
their shelter. So it's another good thing.

The Women'’s Directorate also played a very key inle
initiating the discussion and the dialogue abowt family-
focused housing initiative in the Riverdale aredake great
pride in that particular initiative, which now piides well over
30 units for single-parent families, of which thenls share
happens to be women and children. That has becouaya
safe, affordable, secure housing initiative for sndamilies,
and part of its success has really been a direuiltref the
housing coordinator, which has also been carriedod which
is reflected in the supplementary as well underofukiousing
Corporation.

There has been a great coordinator in the positowl,
they've done a lot of great work in terms of proimgtwork-
shops and assisting each of the tenants on a ddgytdasis.
They coordinate with other departments and othencigs in
terms of providing that advice on financial aspeetsbeing a
good tenant — again, working with the Yukon Collegbere
is a whole number of initiatives that this partemuhousing
coordinator has been able to work on.

That is just one other example of how the Womerire®
torate has been working effectively with other dé&pants.
Likewise, through the Department of JustiSearing Common
Ground, has been very much involved with that specifitian
tive and is helping to provide that more responsing gender-
specific approach to addressing sexual assaultriteoritory.

A number of initiatives have been taken by the Depant
of Justice, such as théctims of Crime Strategy in legislation

that was tabled in the Legislature not long ago. Widee been
working alongside the department officials and witbmen’s
organizations.

When it comes to women'’s organizations, this gomwemnt
has been very proud to be able to support womenyaniza-
tions with ongoing funding. The women’s equalitynd) for
example, provides up to $300,000. When we toolcefthere
was no women’s equality fund. There was some fundor
two organizations — | think they were the Yukon t8¢aof
Women Council and Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre
and that was it. We have been able to expand thmtirig to
numerous women'’s organizations throughout thetteyriand
we've also been able to initiate and implement fagdpecific
to prevention of violence against aboriginal womkeikewise,
we’'ve been very blessed to be able to work withrigiaal
women’s organizations on the implementation of necenda-
tions that were put forth through the Yukon Wometsorigi-
nal Summit.

There was just recently a National Aboriginal Worsen
Summit held in, | believe it was, Manitoba, at whiwe had
representation from Justice, Women’s Directorate also
aboriginal women there as well.

Clearly, | think the Women'’s Directorate is makiggeat
strides, in terms of working effectively with alkepartments
throughout the government. Education and the tradesing
— Yukon Women in Trades and Technology is yet agmoth
example of an organization we provide funding ttigh the
women’s equality fund — again, heightening awarsrefsthe
importance of the trades and how it is very impdrta engage
young women at an early age and to be able to eageuhem
to get involved in the trades.

Recently, | had the opportunity of participatingfually,
in the Young Women Exploring Trades conferenceedlly
enjoyed that conference because | actually sat davwone of
the tables and was able to develop skills, in teofputting
together an extension cord, which | am proud to reatyonly
works, but has really come in handy this past fexeks.

It's but one, small example of the work that Yukon
Women in Trades and Technology is undertaking dralfef
Yukon women — again, promotion, working with thedes
across the Yukon sector, but it is another exaropleow the
Yukon is working with education — working with YuRkaCol-
lege to advance this particular work. I'd be happlaborate
on other ways that the Women’s Directorate is waogkiith
the government departments and agencies, anddirdgrhave
a lot more to share, but | certainly look forwaodadditional
questions.

Ms. White: So with the minister just speaking about
Betty’s Haven, I'm super pleased to see how quickigstruc-
tion is going on Betty's Haven — the second-stagesing —
and | can only imagine the hope it must be infusimgocal
women’s groups. Kaushee's was just able to confiome
funding with the City of Whitehorse and the forgiess of
nearly $30,000 that they needed to pay for thestare their
lot.

There is still, however, one outstanding issue mdou
Betty’'s Haven, and that is the concern that culyethiere ex-
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ists no funding for furnishing the tenants’ apamitseonce they
are constructed. | just really wanted to get thistloe record
right now: We think funding the furnishing of BetyHaven is
the right thing to do and we'd really like to sée government
do that. Will the minister commit to finding thenfding neces-
sary to furnish these 10 housing units in the yesr's budget
for these women who are fleeing abuse?

I’'m going to get a second question in there. | wdnto
congratulate the minister and the department omgtioel work
they do to support Yukon women’s groups, especialti the
social marketing they do around the 12 Days to iodlence
Against Women and the “Am | the Solution?” campaiBoth
are highly successful, and the newest elementedAm | the
Solution?” campaign has brought much visibilitytte tough
issues it tackles. | know that the posters haweestaonversa-
tions in my groups of friends, so | can only imagithhappens
in many others. | just wanted to know if the depemt will be
increasing the social marketing budget for the riesxtal year
to continue and grow on the good work that has tedrout.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Going to the member opposite’s
guestion on Betty’'s Haven: This is something that Premier
and our colleagues on this side of the House aatk lvery
much in support of. We've committed a total of $4nfllion
toward the building of this new second-stage haysiitiative
here in Whitehorse. It will see a 10-unit housingiative that
will provide that transitional, supportive, secaned affordable
housing for women and children who are regrettdldging
abuse, for a period of anywhere between 12 tol&mson

The objectives of the partnership are to developmaava-
tive, environmental and energy efficient facilityat fits with
the site and the location to meet the safety, dgcamnd living
needs of women and their children and to ensurettieaman-
agement and the construction of the project is iwittur pro-
ject and timelines of the $4.5 million.

The project team involves the Women'’s Directoratieich
is basically providing communication support ansbahelping
manage the transfer payment agreements. The Degarinf
Highways and Public Works is also providing techhiadvice
in partnership with the Yukon Women'’s Transitionrhi® So-
ciety, which will be the owner of the facility. Asnentioned, it
builds on a number of other initiatives in suppoitfamilies,
whether it's second-stage housing in other comrramibr the
affordable family housing initiative in Riverdale.

With respect to the member opposite’s specific toes
about furnishings, | can tell him that the WomeDisectorate
has been working with the Yukon Women’s Transittéome
Society, Highways and Public Works, the Department
Health and Social Services and Management Boartie-be-
partment of Finance — to identify a number of furgliave-
nues to provide that additional funding for furrigls. That is
above and beyond the $4.5 million for the actualstction
of the facility itself.

There are a number of sources of funding that wee ha
identified.

| know that the City of Whitehorse recently approwex-
penditures for the development cost charges anddtliding
permit fees, if I'm not mistaken. That was for justver

$28,000. We have also offered for the Yukon trémsihome
to apply to the Government of Canada Revenue Agdocy
what would be half of the total GST costs on thedland de-
sign/build contract costs to the project. Basicétigt would be
about 2.5 percent, obviously — half of the GST —th#f $0.45
million. So that estimates to be worth approximag&110,000.
That certainly will go a long way toward furnishings well. |
know that there was some discussion about approeiyna
$100,000 for furnishings, so that, as well as thetrgbutions
by the City of Whitehorse, will certainly help gdaang way.

The Department of Health and Social Services pesvid
ongoing operational support for Yukon Women’s Tiaos
Home Society, as they do with the Dawson womenédtsts.
They provide ongoing multiple-year funding in suppof
those initiatives. They have also indicated thaytban help
with any cash-flow concerns of the society to eaghat fur-
nishings are purchased efficiently if indeed ttatrequired. |
believe we are working in an expeditious and eiffectnanner,
keeping in mind that we're also trying to keep \vittour
budget of $4.5 million. The GST rebate will go adoway in
terms of assisting in this regard.

With respect to the question on the “Am | the Soh®”
campaign, | have to say that over the years the ¥srDirec-
torate has launched a number of public educatiompaigns. |
was the original minister responsible for the Wotaebirec-
torate a few years back and now, just recentlhénpast year, |
have taken on this role as well. I'm very thrilladd honoured
to take on this role as minister. This is reallyeay effective
campaign. It is a social marketing campaign.

I would say it's perhaps the first of its kind imetterritory
when it comes to this specific issue. We have eggula num-
ber of different phases when it comes to this paldr cam-
paign, the first of which was really reaching ootmen and,
you know, approaching the issue of violence agaitstinen
and children — girls, specifically — in a differefight, in
terms of how to approach that discussion with menyed
know, asking men, “Am | the solution?” Asking ouxss,
“Am | the solution?” Really, by being able to reaoiht to dif-
ferent individuals throughout the territory, by aveaving your
portrait drawn is an effective way of being ableetmpower
oneself to say, “Yes, | am part of the solutiomtaeing able
to help spread that word through Facebook. Las tichecked
on Facebook, “Am | the Solution?” had, | think iasy boy,
close to 900 likes, or friends, at that partictiare. It has come
a long way, and it is really helping spread thedvabout vio-
lence against women, some of the statistics ance sofitthe
actions that we as individuals can take as citizenbe terri-
tory.

As | just mentioned, the supplementary budget atso
cludes some dollars again for the continuatiorhefdampaign,
reaching out to younger individuals and to singsepts, as
well. I know that we have done so by reaching oitt wrgani-
zations — | believe youth organizations specificall- to
really effectively communicate with youth and to &kle to
obtain their feedback and their input as to howcae be more
effective in reaching out and broaching this vemportant
issue.
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Seeing the time, | move that you report progresadain
Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cortemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 7,Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13, and di-
rected me to report progress on it.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.
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