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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, December 5, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of written questions

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
some changes which have been made to the Order. Répe
ten Question No. 2, submitted by the Member foreRiale
South, has been removed from the Order Paper, eadirtal
report of the Select Committee on Whistle-bloweotection
has now been presented to this House.

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker:  Also, Motion No. 335 and Motion No. 336,
notice of which was given yesterday by the Leadé¢he Third
Party, do not appear on today’s Notice Paper, @g éine now
outdated.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We’'ll proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Are there any tributes?
TRIBUTES

In recognition of MacBride Museum of Yukon History
60" anniversary

Hon. Mr. Nixon: On behalf of this House, I'm
pleased to rise today to pay tribute to the MaaBiMlseum of
Yukon History in recognition of their §Danniversary, cele-
brated this year.

From a small start, the museum has establishelfl dsea
respected leader within Yukon’s museum community.

The museum has its roots with the collective effat a
group of Yukoners who created the Yukon HistoriBakiety
in 1950. Led by Fred Arnot and William “Bill” MacBte, the
group opened Yukon’s first museum two years laterthe
Whitehorse telegraph office. Bill MacBride becanre atrac-
tion in his own right, sharing stories about Yukowrolourful
history with the visitors and championing the dtthuseum as
a must-visit location. Bill was also an avid hiséor and as the
museum changed locations and expanded, Bill donaizaly
books, photographs and artifacts to the museuntisation.

From its humble beginnings, the MacBride Museunilfac
ity has grown now to include the Natural World @aji the
Taylor and Drury Room, the Transportation Courtyattoe
Coach House and the Gold to Government Galleryirnguhe
busy summer tourist season, MacBride welcomes #ruiss of
visitors, treating them to lectures, special evertd exhibits.
During the winter months, the museum staff and nigars are
focused on community engagement and providing |pcat
gramming to residents.

The museum’s diverse collections include geologlep
ontology, botany, archeology, ethnology and Kloedi&old

Rush history. Visitors can experience Sam McGea&fsrt, take
pride in the 18 century Chandler & Price printing press and
learn more about the history of Yukon First Natiard the
RCMP.

Since 2005, the Yukon government has supported
MacBride Museum with more than $2.1 million in fimgl to
help them meet their commitment to share and catebr
Yukon’s northern heritage and history with othéise energy,
creativity and determination of Bill MacBride anbtlet mu-
seum’s other founders is still truly alive todatys Ireflected in
the character of the staff, society board membacs \alun-
teers who work to make MacBride a favourite stopnglthe
Whitehorse waterfront. | know one of our currenb®at min-
isters, the Member for Riverdale North, was a baasember
for MacBride just a few short years ago.

Mr. Speaker, we thank them for their continued cdémm
ment to the Yukon’s museums community and to thision to
promote the territory’s rich history, especiallyathof White-
horse. Congratulations on the 60 years of commusetyice,
historical preservation and storytelling.

If all members of this gallery and this House cojoiid me
in welcoming visitors Hank Moorlag, the chair oéthoard for
MacBride Museum, and Sheila Rose, a board member fo
MacBride Museum as well.

Applause

In recognition of Yukon Archives

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Again, on behalf of this House, |
rise to pay tribute to the Yukon Archives in recitigm of their
40" anniversary. Prior to 1972, there was no cengeilify for
Yukon’s documentary heritage and many official iterial
records, which were moved to Ottawa, to be retunnbdn a
proper storage facility was in place.

Former Commissioner Jim Smith was the first pergon
champion the idea of a territorial archives for ®nls historic
records, and it was Mr. Smith who spearheaded tfuet ¢o
have this built. The passing of tAechives Acin 1971 defined
the role of the institution and the types of resaitdvould hold.
Yukon Archives opened officially in 1972 with a sinaffice
in downtown Whitehorse before moving to its ownilfgcbe-
side Yukon College in 1990.

The Friends of the Yukon Archives Society estalalish
themselves a few years later to assist and adwisarthives on
preserving the records of Yukon’s past.

Yukon Archives has specialized underground vauits t
provide the environmental conditions necessarytlier long-
term preservation of records in all formats. Thislides re-
cords of every media imaginable — old technologyhsas
vinyl records and eight millimetre films, maps gpldns from
before the gold rush, and now digital records.

The Archives is the permanent home for territogakd
municipal government records appraised for theluevas evi-
dence of governance, policy development and prognaphe-
mentation. The Archives also houses private recdaisated
by organizations, families and individuals from alblks of
life. The Archives holds words, images and voicesated by
thousands of Yukoners. Together, these records rapkeur
unique and irreplaceable documentary heritage idtendless
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potential for revealing our social, economic anttuzal devel-
opment.

I'd like to thank every individual, family and ongization
who has donated their records for their genercesity appre-
ciation for the territory’s history. I'd also like recognize all
of the territorial archivists and staff membersstpand present,
who have safeguarded Yukon's heritage and madeaitadble
to researchers over the last 40 years.

The Archives has always been staffed with dynarmic,
gaged people who are passionate about our Yukéorpidhe
Yukon government shares their commitment to historg has
committed nearly $3 million for planning, designiagd build-
ing a new vault to accommodate Yukon's growing exdibn.
The project is currently in the design phase, wibhstruction
beginning in 2013.

As we look forward to many more prosperous yearthén
Yukon, | am very pleased that the Yukon Archived won-
tinue to preserve the history for future generaioo come.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of International Volunteer Day

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of our
caucus, the Liberal Party and the Independent metoday to
pay tribute to Yukon volunteers, joining governngeand non-
government organizations from around the world ascele-
brate our commitment and hope for a better worlddmpgniz-
ing International Volunteer Day.

There are so many stories that could be told atheutm-
pact of Yukon volunteers, both here at home andabrThe
differences that individuals can make are extraradi, and in
Yukon, they are, by no means, no exception.

A key organization is Volunteer Yukon, which celated
its 10" anniversary earlier this year. Over the last decifl-
unteer Yukon has played an important role in matghiolun-
teers to organizations, helping organizations remy their
volunteers and providing resources for volunteemagers,
including skill development.

The Department of Community Services is very plddee
have provided funding to Volunteer Yukon since 2@0 is
very pleased to provide continued operating fundiageen in
this year's budget. Volunteer Yukon fosters a gjrofukon
with a strong volunteer spirit. It helps with reitnuent efforts
for local organizations and provides important sarggpto vol-
unteers in action.

There are many opportunities to get involved in ooim-
munity, and Yukoners are indeed making a differel¢kether
giving your time to support victims of crime; vobeering for
local theatre, arts and music productions; fundrgigor the
Canadian Cancer Society; being involved with theryl&ox
Run or the Run for Mom; volunteering at Copper RidRjace;
volunteering with service clubs such as Rotaryha Lions;
helping at-risk individuals; empowering youth; sopmg
women and families; giving time to young people hwvidig
Brothers and Big Sisters Yukon; tutoring at Yukaeatn; help-
ing out with local sporting organizations and agstians,
whether minor hockey, gymnastics or more; being pathe
extraordinary efforts of the Yukon Hospital Foundatto raise
funds for the purchase of an MRI machine and velerihg

with the Red Cross to help people in need, not drdse at
home, but also abroad in disaster-struck areasvidtugl Yuk-

oners are improving the quality of life for citizein our com-
munities, our territory and abroad. In fact, thare more than
600 non-government organizations and communitiesirat
the Yukon, and their success depends upon theilwotibns of
Yukon volunteers.

Earlier this year, we saw an impressive volunteéorte
that led to the success of the 2012 Arctic Wintan®s. We
couldn’t possibly have held the games, let alongtdtbsuch a
tremendously successful event without the 2,00(pleeplus
who donated their time and efforts in so many défe ways.
That's what makes volunteers one of the Yukon’stnirapor-
tant resources. Their work greatly extends whategowments
and non-profit organizations can accomplish.

Volunteers support cultural, recreational and spgrt
events that are so important to our communitiegyTkeep us
safe by providing emergency services and suppditregs of
crisis. With the help of volunteers, we have yearad access
to music, dance, film and theatre festivals.

We have bike relays, marathons, curling, hockeftbath
and the list goes on. Volunteers play a criticé ia Yukon’s
tourism and economic development. Organizatiorthénterri-
tory such as the Northern Film and Video Industsgéciation,
Yukon First Nations Tourism Association and Klorali¥isi-
tors Assaciation all rely on the leadership andickgn of
volunteers.

For the last 30 years, volunteers have workedessdy to
build and develop the Yukon francophone —

[Member spoke in French. Text unavailable.]

Whether young, old, families, workers, retirees amal
matter what their backgrounds, Yukon volunteers a@rehe
heart of our communities. Acting together, volunsemake our
communities healthier, more active and more vib@ates to
live for all of us. Volunteers also make our comiiies safe
and we are very pleased and very proud to havetredtied
and equipped volunteers to provide emergency mediea
vices, volunteer fire departments and search asdueeser-
vices. They are highly expert in their fields amd the product
of strong individual commitments to ongoing andorigus
training throughout the years to continuously inyeraheir
skill sets.

Yukon has approximately 130 search and rescue volun

teers in seven communities. There are 21 volurfteechiefs
in communities across the Yukon who play an impurtead-
ership role, overseeing close to 300 volunteer negmtNearly
150 highly skilled volunteers with Emergency Medi&ser-
vices provide important paramedic and ambulanceicess
across the territory. Moments of heroic action hy emer-
gency response volunteers are preceded by a grebofitrain-
ing, tremendous commitment, care and dedicatiod te@men-
dous passion for the people they serve.

In Yukon we have small and tight-knit communitiesda
volunteers wear many different hats. It takes aispperson to
bring not only the technical knowledge to the thsk the sen-
sitivity and people skills that build and mainta@lationships.
Their constant commitment helps build vibrant, trealand
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sustainable Yukon communities. Volunteerism is @aketo
the fabric of our society and I'm so very pleasad honoured
to rise in recognition of International Volunteeay)

Mr. Barr:
Official Opposition, Third Party and the Independerember
to pay tribute to International Volunteer Day, whis Decem-
ber 5 of each year. Yukon would be a very differplace
without our volunteers of all ages. Nearly evergmvwe at-
tend and every service we take advantage of hastesr en-
ergy and commitment behind it. We see volunteessstisg in
sports, the arts, in churches, in schools, in alfegnments
through boards and committees and in causes sutieath
issues and Third World development, to name orignaareas.

Volunteerism has impacted all our lives positiviilyough
organizations and institutions that we deal withor® volun-
teers are always needed in our busy world. Only ianf@ur
Canadians is a volunteer, and 75 percent of alrsheolun-
teered come from less than 10 percent of the ptpnlaHalf
of all volunteers are over 50, which indicates thedple who
are retired or who have more leisure time away fraising
their children donate more of their time. Many peoplunteer
to develop skills; younger people who are lookingehhance
their careers should think of volunteering in ardzest com-
plement their paid work. Many volunteer positiomgegon-the-
job experience that can be listed on resumés.

Supervisors of volunteers can be approached ftarsedf
reference and hours of volunteer work can give @s@ethe
edge they need to enter fields of higher education.

Apart from work-related benefits, volunteering alkop-
portunities to try something new, to discover ttderto learn,
and to meet new friends. The self-satisfaction pedsonal
growth that comes with volunteering, especiallyt iinvolves
directly helping others, cannot be duplicated iy ather activ-
ity. Supporting causes that bring about changééndommu-
nity gives volunteers an opportunity to be diredtlyolved in
change or to give something back to an organizatian has
helped them in the past.

We want to bring special attention to the many non-

governmental organizations that have volunteer dsoand

dedicated employees. Many NGO boards in the Yukod f

themselves struggling to respond to the need im gzaticular
areas of expertise. Employees of these boards oatrynuch-
needed coordination, education, management andgmsgand
the daily chores of running services without bepaid what
they would receive in government programs. Becaisthis,
boards find recruitment of employees an ongoingbiero.
Turnover is great and money is scarce.

It is interesting to note that only about one to tpercent
of the territorial budget is dedicated to assistittgOs. Having
NGOs and volunteers are a good deal for governnidahy
services that would otherwise be provided by govemt are
being mounted by our non-government organizati®wun-
teers are recognized by governments with nominstiand
awards, but we should stress that the real sup@oRGOs and
volunteers comes with a dollar sign.

Volunteer Yukon brings together people who wanvab
unteer and organizations that need volunteers. 3&tice is
free. Their website and printed resources hold altweof
community information and helpful advice on workimgth

It is my pleasure to rise on behalf of the volunteers. They hold regular, free training sassion issues

that volunteer organizations are always coping wstich as
writing proposals, evaluating programs, legal cdesitions,
training, and recognizing the contributions of mawnjunteers.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all Yukon volensg
boards, committees and their employees for staymmeye
through all the difficulties. Through their vitabwtribution, the
Yukon is a much richer place and territory for all.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's my pleasure to introduce
Ross Findlater, a tireless volunteer himself in community,
with whom I've had the distinct pleasure of workioger the
last year in his role as co-chair of the Anti-PdyeCoalition. |
encourage all members to welcome Ross.

Applause

Ms. White: It gives me great joy to introduce my
newest constituent — Ysabeau Bernadette Davis was @n
November 24, and her very proud parents are lanMeutbn
Davis.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As Minister of Tourism and Cul-
ture, | have for tabling a letter to our MemberPairliament for
Yukon, Ryan Leef, dated August 6, 2012.

| also have for tabling a letter dated Septembef042, to
the minister responsible for Parks Canada, the Reter Kent.

| also have a letter dated November 13, 2012 tortimés-
ter responsible for Parks Canada, the Hon. Petet. Ke

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | have for tabling today th€ukon
Public Service Labour Relations Board Annual Refffri1-

| also have for tabling th&¥ukon Teachers Labour Rela-
tions Board Annual Report 2011-12

Speaker:
tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Mr. Hassard: | have for presentation tHeourth Re-
port of the Standing Committee on Appointments &joM
Government Boards and Committees

Are there any other returns or documents for

Speaker:
presentation?
Petitions.

Are there any other committee reports for
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PETITIONS
Petition No. 7 — response

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise today to respond to Petition
No. 7, which was presented to this House on Noverdie
2012. Petition No. 7 urges the Government of Yut@imtro-
duce to the Legislative Assembly legislation to:

(a) ban the use of hydraulic fracturing for the lergtion
or extraction of oil and gas resources; and

(b) ban the exploration or extraction of coal-begtimane;

AND to implement an immediate moratorium on:

(a) the use of hydraulic fracturing for the exptara or
extraction of oil and gas resources; and

(b) the exploration or extraction of coal-bed metha

| also tabled a government motion, as members el
in this House that consisted of three parts:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) respond positively to the joint request by thakon
Conservation Society and Northern Cross (Yukon) thoe
Yukon government to work with the Yukon Environmarand
Socio-economic Assessment Board to improve clatyund
assessment for oil and gas projects;

(2) conduct a full and rigorous scientific review any
proposed oil and gas project at each of the folhgwstages of
oil and gas development: exploration, productiord eeclama-
tion; and

(3) work with the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation arsthke-
holders to facilitate an informed public dialogugoat the oil
and gas industry, including risks and benefitsyafraulic frac-
turing, also known as “fracking”, before any redalg ap-
provals or permitting allows use of this activityYukon.

This government motion was subsequently passeddy t

Legislative Assembly with the support of all MLAgcept the
New Democratic Party, which voted against it andego
against this public dialogue. Government is coneditto tak-
ing the actions specified in that motion. This coitnment to
facilitating an informed public dialogue will giwel Yukoners
an opportunity to participate.

As I've indicated previously in this House, we ek it is
appropriate since the Vuntut Gwitchin First Natierthe other
government in this territory that has recent exgresé with oil
and gas activities and has been involved in mattech as the
YESAB process and, in fact, along with the Yukonveym-
ment, jointly developed a decision document on soisimer’s
application by Northern Cross (Yukon) for explorgtovells.
The appropriate place to start was with open-ermet/ersa-
tions with them about how to best design and leslithte this
public dialogue as well as involve other stakehdd&ve be-
lieve that public dialogue that gives all Yukoners opportu-
nity to participate is a good way to proceed.

Mr. Speaker, as far as coal-bed methane goesgthis
ernment has, on several occasions, made it claamt do not
support the development of coal-bed methane. That rfot
changed.

Speaker:  Are there any petitions to be presented?
Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges Hammond Map Corporation to
correct errors in a number of its maps and atlagesh mis-
identify Canada’s tallest mountain, Mount Logan, Msunt
Pierre Elliot Trudeau.

Ms. Hanson:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to:

(1) accept all the recommendations of the finalorepf
the all-party Select Committee on Whistle-bloweotBction,
and

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

(2) introduce whistle-blower protection legislatitimat is
consistent with all the recommendations of thecdetemmit-
tee in the spring of 2013.

Mr. Barr:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to recog
nize the contribution of Yukon volunteers by:

(1) implementing a coordination strategy for
government organizations;

(2) reviewing its core funding policies for non-goament
organizations; and

(3) supporting Volunteer Yukon to operate to it fia-
pacity.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

non-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
move from the Order Paper or call for debate toowyrDe-
cember 6, Bill No. 49Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012.

| rise and give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
move from the Order Paper or call for debate tomeyrDe-
cember 6, Bill No. 48Act to Amend the Access to Information
and Privacy Protection Act.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Whistle-blower protection legislation

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, we are pleased that the
work of the all-party Select Committee on Whistleveer Pro-
tection has finally been completed. The need tadegtapublic
servants who report wrongdoing in government has bveell-
known for years. The Yukon Party committed to 2006, so
six years later, it is fair to say that, althougbgress has been
slow, persistence has paid off.

In February 2011 the minister responsible said, &nd
quote: “We look forward to receiving the final reemenda-
tions of the select committee, and we will movewfard as
government.”
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The question is, now that we have them, when il t
government bring forward whistle-blower protectitmat re-
flects all the recommendations of the select coneeiit

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, | would like to thank
and commend all the members of the select committethe
whistle-blower initiative for their hard work andferts over
the course of these last number of months, towardirogy up
with a set of recommendations on a go-forward baseéldress
whistle-blower protection for the Yukon government.

We received the report yesterday, so we will, iorslor-
der, be reviewing the contents of the report andingpfor-
ward.

Ms. Hanson: The Yukon New Democratic Party has
long endorsed and championed the need for thistheHitower
protection legislation. Public servants must beeaiol report
wrongdoing within government without fear of resion from
co-workers or supervisors. This is especially intgatrin light
of the Yukon Party government’s rejection of loldtyliegisla-
tion. Lobbying is a real growth industry. In Ottawame pri-
vate sectors are investing millions of dollars @ruading poli-
ticians and senior public servants. In additiorblmcking lob-
byist legislation, this Yukon Party government @da restrict
public access to information about government d@ass The
need for whistle-blower legislation has never beeme urgent.

Will the government commit to a clear timeline tinlging
forward whistle-blower legislation by spring 20137

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We received the report yesterday,
just some hours ago, literally. As a governmentamd caucus
and as a collective, we will be reviewing the caoigeof the
report and the recommendations and we will be ngp¥or-
ward in short order. We recognize the importancevbistle-
blower legislation, as we do a multitude of othexcps of leg-
islation.

With respect to the member opposite’s comments veth
spect to lack of protections for Yukon governmanpoyees, |
would just remind the member opposite that thergublic
sector legislation. There are collective agreeméehéd also
provide a variety of dispute resolution mechanisivailable to
employees who challenge the actions of the emplibgelf, so
ranging from civil action in the courts, grievancesljudica-
tions and again through the use of the Human RiGbtamis-
sion. We are committed to upholding the variousnaes to

time hospitals. The territory needs the balance wiaistle-
blower legislation will bring.

When will the minister responsible commit to taplin—
not just talking about, but tabling — legislatiangrotect whis-
tle-blowers?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you for the questions from
the members opposite. Thank you to the membenrseoéelect
committee representing all parties of the Legigtatssembly
on a go-forward basis to come up with whistle-blovegisla-
tion. We received the report only a few short hags. As one
can appreciate, there are many priorities on treketofor the
Yukon government’s agenda on behalf of Yukoners wed
certainly are committed to whistle-blower legishati

We thank the select committee for their recommeadst
and we look forward to moving forward in this veegard. For
the public record, there are a number of protestiaineady in
existence for Yukon public service employees anccergainly
take very seriously upholding those provisions, tivbethey be
in legislation, in policy or in the collective agments them-
selves. We look forward to moving forward with wies
blower legislation in short order.

Question re: Ross River sewage treatment

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, yesterday | raised with the
Minister of Community Services the ongoing issuehi$ gov-
ernment’s inaction on the Ross River sewage pitthadviola-
tion of its water licence number MN02-044. The rsiai gave
three non-answers to my questions so I'm left tk &s the
Minister of Community Services comfortable with sge en-
dangering Ross River’s drinking water?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, the Government of Yukon —
we on this side of the House — are very much caoremtabout
drinking water quality and about treating our wastater.
That's in fact why this side of this House has steel hundreds
of millions of dollars toward upgrading waste-watexatment
facilities and drinking-water treatment facilitids. fact, in the
community of Ross River alone we have dedicatedes$in5
million toward a new drinking-water treatment plaas well as
an additional $4.5 million toward a new public wetuilding
that will house the new drinking-water treatmentilfty. So
yes, this government will continue to honour oumecaitments
and to follow the regulatory framework, whetherttha in pol-

resolve dispute among Yukon government employees arl®y of legislation — and so forth. We are very coitted to

we’re very much committed to whistle-blower legigla as
well.

Ms. Hanson:
ful — fearful of their workplace that is not heajthiThe minis-
ter can skirt around the issues all she wants &oitl answer-
ing the questions, but Yukoners want and desergéraaght
answer.

We should have had this law in place several yagms
action is long overdue. Yukoners care and are etjaghey
cared about the secret ATCO discussions. They wadtde-
serve to know about oil and gas interests in thretdey,
throughout the territory, not just northern Yukadfukoners are
collectively on the hook for over $100 million dffe-book
spending for Mayo B and for the two overbudget batind-

There are public servants who are fear

upholding our commitments.
Mr. Barr: We are not discussing the promised water

treatment facility; we are discussing the failedvage treat-

ment pit, the health of Ross River’s citizens alne $afety of
the drinking water, which is endangered by the gewait.

Mr. Speaker, | will take that non-answer as the isbém
being comfortable with sewage making its way intos®
River's drinking water. The government has beennon-
compliance of its own laws for almost a decade.r@Heave
been no inspections, no monitoring, no annual temprand
the government has not acted on the order to lauidgtwage
infiltration pit. This is shameful and is bordedimegligence. It
has been almost 10 years.
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When will this government stop violating its walieence,
ignoring its own laws and build a new sewage pit Rpss
River?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
| have reiterated numerous times over the past, dagsGov-
ernment of Yukon has constructed a new water tresatriacil-
ity in the community of Ross River, as we have umerous
communities throughout the Yukon, thanks to Buiid®®anada
investments — joint investments by Canada and Yukeall
of which, | might add, the members opposite coritm vote
against year-in and year-out.

This particular facility is near completion. It med¢he Ca-
nadian drinking-water guidelines, it removes arsermeals
with the aesthetics; so yes, we are very much caétadnio
working to address any and all deficiencies or [@ois as
identified by regulators.

We will continue to work with our regulators; welWhdon-
tinue to address deficiencies throughout the Yukorevery
community, not just the community of Ross River. Vd&e
very seriously our commitments to having safe driglkwater
and to ensuring that we are treating waste water.

Mr. Barr:
seem to understand the situation. We are not disys wa-
ter-treatment facility; we are discussing the sesvagatment
pit. Ross River has been promised action on tisis td their
water supply and to their citizens’ health for abind0 years
now. This is just another example of promises miagehis
government and not kept.

It's also clear that, despite years and years pifesenta-
tion from Yukon Party MLAs, this community in thiling of
Pelly-Nisutlin is not receiving good representatioife are
talking about people’s drinking water and their Itteand
safety.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
this member — Mr. Speaker, you have ruled, as lpageious
Speakers on a number of occasions, that all menarersup-
posed to treat each other as honourable. For a ereaihhis
House, the NDP member, to stand and accuse andibrof
not giving proper representation to their constitse | would
think is contrary to that ruling and | would askuym have him
retract it.

Speaker: Opposition House Leader, on the point o
order.
Ms. Stick: On the point of order, | heard my colleague

provide his opinion on the actions of the governirerd the
consequences thereof. | would suggest that this @spute
between members and not a valid point of order.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:

all the members to once again — and I'm going tpisance

again — stop personalizing their statements. Thelbee did

personally direct the comment at the Member forlyPel

It's clear the minister opposite does not

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Nisutlin. He did not refer to the government asnigedelin-
quent; he personalized it. That | object to, betéssence of the
point of order is that this us a dispute betweembers. The

Again, for the member opposite, as debate was personalized, and I've asked and asiddsked

all members to stop personalizing their commenitgoés not
help the debate; it does not put individual membergood
light. Please apologize to the member, and wettycan.

Mr. Barr: We were talking about people’s drinking
water and their health and safety.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order please. | asked the member to apolo-
gize to the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for persoralg the
statement.

Mr. Barr: | apologize for personalizing the statement.
Speaker:  Thank you. Please complete the question.
Mr. Barr: We are talking about people’s drinking wa-

ter and their health and safety. After 10 yeard]| this gov-
ernment stand up and deliver on its promises te Riger and
build a new sewage treatment pit?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In response to the member oppo-
site’s question, again, it is and continues to lpgierity of the
Yukon government to ensure that all Yukon residemse
access to a safe drinking water supply. That is,whfact, the
Yukon government continues to invest millions oflas in
water treatment upgrades, whether it's drinkingewatr it is
waste-water treatment.

Again, when it comes to the community of Ross River
just through the Building Canada and again throggh tax
funding, the Government of Yukon, in collaboratisith the
Government of Canada, has invested just under $lbm
That certainly does not take into considerationatiditional $7
million in support of the new community recreaticentre.

So again, the Government of Yukon is in fact paytuge
attention to our obligations. We continue to workhwour

The personalization of debate by regulatory agencies to address issues that ardifiddnand

resolve any and all problems.

Public safety is always the priority of the Goveenh of
Yukon, and we will continue to invest and we cemailook
forward to the support of the members oppositéis tegard.

Parks Canada funding cuts
Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, the Gov-

Question re:
Mr. Silver:

fernment of Canada cut funds to Parks Canada. Thaciof

those cuts is being felt here in the Yukon. Thdeaotion of

artifacts in Dawson will now be managed from Ottdwegause
staff has been let go. TI®S Klondikewill be opened only to
unguided tours; the Dredge No. 4 will be shut demtirely.

The first week of this sitting we passed a motioanimously
that called for the federal Conservatives to reyéhgse cuts. It
has now been more than a month since this motios pua

It is a dispute between members, but I'd askforward to the government’s Conservative colleagine®t-

tawa. The response has been deafening silence.
The much-hyped “pipeline to Ottawa” trumpeted bis th
government has produced nothing on this issue ience.
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Today I'll be very interested to read the documeatsed by
the minister on this file, but can the Minister Bhurism ex-
plain why his federal colleagues haven't resportdettie legis-
lators’ request to reverse these cuts?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
aware, | have been very actively engaged on this Speaking
with our MP and corresponding via letters, whictalbled to-
day, to the MP and the minister responsible, the.Heeter
Kent.

| can assure the member opposite that the Governafien
Yukon shares the concerns of all Yukoners aboutntipact of
these reductions on both tB& Klondikeand Dredge No. 4 and
others within the territory and truly across Canaltae Yukon
government is actively taking steps, as | mentioneddentify
potential solutions to address the impacts of thasanges
within Parks Canada and on Yukon. I've written he tHon.
Peter Kent about this issue and department offidialve been
meeting with local Parks Canada representativessio iden-
tify possible mitigations to these cuts.

Mr. Silver:
some correspondence; however, this government dcdittie
success so far in getting their federal colleagaasverse their
course and time is ticking here. We are months away the
tourist season.

Today is an appropriate day — the minister finishetdb-
ute to Yukon Archives and a tribute to the icomiarism sector
entity known as MacBride Museum. This summer thiener
Minister was here as part of an annual tour oftreart Canada.
Why has the Government of Yukon, with its spec&lhtion-
ship with the Prime Minister, been unable to gettlaimg done
on this issue to date?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As | mentioned before, the Gov-
ernment of Yukon, myself and my colleagues on #hile of
the House all recognize that Yukoners are concetfmtdParks
Canada budget cuts and reductions may impact bethour-
ism activities as well as winter recreational &ti#g. Having
said that, | do want to give a shout-out to orgatiims like the
MacBride Museum, like Yukon Archives and the plethof
tourism products that we have here in the Yukahink we're
extremely lucky to live in a territory such as thist provides
so many diverse services, from viewing the nortHights to
canoeing down the Yukon River. These are thingsrhacol-
leagues on this side of the House share and appzecery
much.

We also understand that the work of Parks Canada fzo
beyond simply just managing parks. Parks Canada ispor-
tant partner in managing heritage resources andding tour-
ism activities, so with any other aspect of my fwid, these
relationships sometimes do take time, but theyirugortant
relationships to foster.

Mr. Silver: I don’t think anybody on either side of the
floor of this House is arguing the importance ofitage, but in
general, we are opposed to these particular catar&the City
of Dawson, the City of Whitehorse — the mayor ofitwhorse
has been very vocal in his opposition — the Touriadustry
Association, the tour operators who bring visittrssee these
reminders of our history, and the list goes on. ®I& has re-

Mr. Speaker, as the member is well

fused to publicly condemn these cuts, and this the utmost
importance. The amount of money being wasted orietieral
government’s new regional office would probably dutihese
programs for the next two years.

The cuts at Parks Canada will affect more thanstofithe
dredge and th&S Klondike People are losing their jobs. In
Dawson alone we have lost a half million dollarssadaries.
That's a lot of money to a small community. Whathie gov-
ernment doing to stand up for Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As | was mentioning to the member
opposite in this House — as my time ran out onldsé ques-
tion — it truly is about relationships. My next ggeas the min-
ister will obviously be to continue to advocate loghalf of
Yukoners for the important tourism products that pvevide
our tourists in Yukon. So | will be taking stepsninot sitting
and waiting. | am actively involved in this files dhe member
opposite well knows.

As | mentioned in my first statement, officials thie De-
partment of Tourism and Culture will continue toetwith the

| can appreciate that the minister has dondéocal Parks Canada staff to explore possible amhesm to

mitigate the impact of the reductions. Parks Cartefaalways
worked very closely with the Department of Touriamd Cul-
ture, and this working relationship is now refoaisen ad-
dressing these reductions.

I've brought this issue to the direct attentiontlod minis-
ter responsible for Parks Canada, the Hon. Petet. Kve
brought it to the attention of our Member of Parlent, Ryan
Leef. | have highlighted the concerns that Yukorerge about
the possible impact these reductions may have oimmqortant
tourism sector, and I'm confident that Minister Ker with
the relationships that we are fostering — and fallowill rec-
ognize the commitment of the Yukon government al f5olu-
tions that will enable us to continue to providgtiguality
tourism experiences.

Question re:  Water management strategy

Mr. Elias: Having a safe, secure drinking water sup-
ply, healthy aquatic ecosystems and reliable wsieplies for
sustainable economy in our communities is key tkofts
quality of life. Knowledge about the state of ouater regimes
at any given time needs research, partnerships atrategy.

Yesterday in speaking to a water strategy, | h&aednin-
ister say that he looks forward to having thattstgg coming
forward in due course, and that’s good news becissgoing
to be the first water strategy of our territory.

He also went on to say, “As | have indicated befarill
be based around a number of principles, which vilhappy
to consult the public on as they come out.”

When can Yukoners expect the consultation program t
begin, and what form will it take in the final stagof the terri-
tory’s water management strategy?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: An excellent question from the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin. | appreciate it. As &ve indi-
cated previously in this House, we are committedeteeloping
a water strategy for Yukon that ensures Yukonex® feccess
to safe drinking water through the rural domestiter well
program and by other means, including the developnoé
community wells. We’'re committed to increasing detdlec-
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tion and information-sharing and continue to previchore
water information on-line through sites such

feed spawning grounds for salmon. No glacial mgliaés no

assalmon spawning grounds in some areas. When wlhimis-

www.yukonwater.ca We are, of course, committed to upgrad-ter conduct a full and robust public consultation aur terri-

ing drinking water and waste-water treatment ftiedi in

Yukon communities to meet new standards for watelity.

That's the basis upon which we went out to the iputhliring
the election and committed to developing a watettesgly, and
that's what will guide us forward. Now, work hasebedone
already this year, and I'm not in a position to eoitnto a spe-
cific date for consultation, but | would say thhistis a priority
for this government; it's a priority for me as nstér and I'm
happy to hear that it's a priority for the Member untut
Gwitchin as well.

Mr. Elias:

tory’s first water strategy?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite
again for raising this issue. Climate change indesslan effect
on our water resources in Yukon — not just theitqwater
resources, but permafrost and glaciers as welv&know that
climate change is going to continue to be a fartdhe man-
agement of water resources in our territory.

So | certainly think that other members of federgéncies
and municipalities and First Nations would agreat ttlimate
change is something we should consider in a watategly, but

It was almost four years ago to the day thatagain, until | have seen the work done by that edtalder

| have been advocating for a water strategy, dmas been a working group, | won’t be in a position to commexplicitly

priority for a lot longer than that.

onit.

Some of the goals in a made-in-Yukon water strategy The member also asked a specific question abouChur

should include ensuring that every Yukoner has scte safe
drinking water and it is a human right; Yukon watean never
be exported in mass amounts out of the Yukon;catithquatic
ecosystems are maintained and protected; our sagly to
be managed effectively to support sustainable evandevel-
opment, and we promote the gathering of continweater data
through research so Yukoners and our partners inavediate
access to that knowledge. We must ensure thatartmgys and
bordering jurisdictions are empowered, informed &ty en-

gaged in water stewardship in our territory, andnugst have
mechanisms to report and measure our success. iisten
has committed to consultation, has met with stakkdie and
has developed a set of principles that guide thewngirategy.

Will the minister post the water principles he refees to
his department’s website?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
has been a focused stakeholder workshop that waducted
earlier this year — | believe it was in June — watiner agen-
cies that have water management responsibilitiesluding
federal government agencies, First Nations and apatities.
That was integral to the scoping of a draft strateand the
work that they did at that workshop provided thext@ng for
what will ultimately go into the strategy and whitl form the
basis for our next steps. Again, | haven't seen thark yet,
but as soon as we are in a position to presewt tihé public,
we’ll do so, in due course.

As I've said, it's a priority, not only for this gernment
and |, but indeed, it sounds like a number of mamioé this
House are supportive of the initiative as well.

Mr. Elias:
effects of climate change alone have the potetdidrastically
change the dynamics of our water system and tleeteiff has
on our communities, environment and our econonties.no-
ticed a significant policy shift in the ministeéimate change
action plan that changes the territory’'s emissitamgets from
the territory-wide targets to sector-based targBts.like to
know why this policy shift took place.

We must recognize there are limits to the availghof
our Yukon water supply. I'll give but one examp&cientific
research trends suggest that our glaciers arengelBlaciers

The work done to date on this file

| thank the minister for his comments. The

mate Change Action Plamvhich | hope | have enough time to
answer. Ultimately the decision was made that, eratihan
committing to an arbitrary target based on estichgieojec-
tions of Yukon’s economic growth, the governmenivigrking
with key players in the electricity, building, eggrefficiency,
industrial and transportation sectors to identifiians that will
lead to realistic and measurable outcomes to magngrowth
in Yukon's overall greenhouse gas emissions.

I hope that explains his specific question aboimaie
change and | appreciate his comments about cliofeage in
the development of the water strategy. We will naestainly
take those comments into consideration when weogeaird
with the development of the water strategy.

Question re:  Firefighter positions, pay and workin g
conditions
Mr. Barr: This government made a decision, years

ago, to treat volunteer firefighters and ambulapeesonnel in
our communities differently. Ambulance personneteree
standby pay, while firefighters only receive pay bkeing at a
fire or accident. This discrepancy was justifiedthig govern-
ment saying that ambulance personnel protect lwede fire-
fighters protect property. This of course is a tudus argu-
ment.

If there’s a child in a burning building, firefigirts would
try to rescue that child. This is just a way oktgpvernment to
save money on the backs of adequate fire protedfihty does
this Yukon Party government support this doubledtad?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: This government is very proud of
the investments we have made in terms of strucfireal Just
earlier this year in the month of May, in the preseof many
volunteer fire departments, | was very pleased wliermade
an announcement of almost $2 million of initial &stment in
support of volunteer fire departments, which halpsible the
capacity of our Fire Marshal’s Office, which helgshance the
capacity in terms of our firefighting equipment ‘ettraining
capacity — and it certainly enhances our abilityptmvide
those life inspection reports that are so much eged each
and every community.

So in terms of our additional investment in struatdire,
also earlier this sitting we committed to an aaditil $2 mil-
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lion over five years in support of volunteer firepdirtments by
way of the comprehensive municipal grant.

So we are committed to delivering on behalf of woiun-
teer firefighters, as well as our volunteer emecgemedical
service attendants.

Mr. Barr:
sonnel respond to highway accidents, fires, hazerdgpods
incidents and other situations. These men and wowaerk
together, side by side, to protect our communitieise fire
marshal has spoken publicly about the need for moklenteer
firefighters as our community fire departments ggle to
maintain membership.

Do we want to risk another walkout of emergencysper
nel like we had four years ago, or will this gowaent start to
treat volunteer firefighters with the respect trggserve and
have earned? Will this government properly compiengalun-
teer firefighters — the men and women who ensuirecom-
munities are protected?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In 2010, the Yukon government ac-
tually did increase honoraria to our volunteerfigleters sub-
stantively, which is housed through a contributamgreement
through the volunteer society which oversees ndy emer-
gency medical services, but also volunteer firgégh In both
cases, it was in fact the largest increase evérdio pay to be
seen in Yukon history.

I go back to the investments that this governmexst dn-
nounced and has certainly delivered by way of tigpemen-
tary budget. Unfortunately, the members oppostie, KDP,
have voted against those very increases that wsmeddhe Fire
Marshal's Office doubling in capacity, in terms adputy fire
marshals; in terms of doubling our capacity whenoines to
fire equipment; in terms of doubling our capacityterms of
training, which is so very much needed and is pilesd
through the occupational health and safety stasdandaddi-
tion, the Government of Yukon has also allotted2anllion
increase over five years in support of volunteee filepart-
ments throughout the municipalities. So the govexminis very
much committed to ensuring that we have healthgfi§ihters
and certainly EMS workers when it comes to delivgmublic
safety on behalf of Yukoners.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 247

Clerk: Motion No. 247, standing in the name of Mr.
Silver.
Speaker: Itis moved by the Leader of the Third Party:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Educatioratiopt
the JJ Van Bibber memoirwas born under a spruce treas
part of Yukon’s education curriculum.

Volunteer firefighters and ambulance per-

The time for Question Period has now

Mr. Silver: It gives me great pleasure to stand here
today among my peers in an attempt to solidify mmdment
from this government to adapt JJ Van Bibber's memovas
born under a spruce treas part of the Yukon curriculum. My
intent is part of a theme — a theme where we usa knowl-
edge, experience and history as often as possilder school
systems.

I've taught here in the Yukon for 15 years, pregito tak-
ing office in the Legislative Assembly, and | hafiest-hand
knowledge of what captivates a student and whatvates an
individual to work harder — harder than they've eworked
before — and that thing is inclusion and also respkeaching
in the Yukon has taught me something about pedpitn’t
know if this is true in other parts of Canada, iwdertainly is
true in the Yukon, and it is absolutely true of ewperience
teaching our First Nation students — if you give inoh of
respect to a student, you will get back a milesTikione of the
certainties that I've used in my teaching careet ihas paid
off in spades. Once you get that respect, you ns&y ‘&Vhat
holds a student to a task?”

Well, the answer is inclusion. Students need td like
they are part of something bigger than themselaes, that
their contributions to the whole and to the comrare valu-
able. It's a very simple formula but it works, fgtiop. | believe
we need to have more locally developed curriculumthe
school system for students to have a greater stte only in
just being in the classroom, but being an activetigpant,
being able to relate.

| have yet to read a book that does this better Ma Van
Bibber's memoir. | personally have devoured thislband |
have seen a lot of people do the same. | thinkvthester of
Education told a story of how he loaned the bookuo Ser-
geant-at-Arms in the House and he finished it imater of
hours. I've done that as well, and | continue te geople relat-
ing and reading this book. The whole time thatadré, | could
relate to the story. | related to the places tlaard his family
visited and the places that he stayed. | relatethbgrting my
own personal experiences as an educator in Dawsdhet
overwhelming and powerful story of how JJ and histhers
came to attend school in Dawson and the abuseshiénatper-
severed through in pursuing an education.

Thanks to JJ's actions, both during his life — caipig
these events of his life on film — and before resitth, relating
this amazing story to Niall Fink, this story is n@agift for us
all. It needs to be cared for and it needs to lmepted and
studied. | can think of no better way than addingroudly to
our school’s curriculum.

JJ Van Bibber was a great man who led a greatdifean
who combined a northern traditional life with modexmeni-
ties. He was able to transition effortlessly froomd periods
trapping in the bush to town life in Dawson Citydahen back
again. The book is a first-person account of Jfés-+ of his
youth a Mica Creek near Pelly Crossing, his numemdven-
tures and many vocations, his courtship and maeriaghis
lifelong love, Clara, and the time treasured withfamily.

JJ was a passionate photographer. The publicatioius-
trated with images accumulated over several decagesthese
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photographs recall an era where sternwheelerspdi@tl the
rivers and dogsleds were essential to supportingraing and
trapping lifestyle. The book also featured illustvas by JJ's
grandson, Shane Van Bibber.

It was a privilege to listen to JJ sharing his retable sto-
ries, all of which are life lessons. | had sevegbortunities to
visit with JJ before he passed. On each occasieasltold that
we would have a quick visit. He was in his 90sddew of the
last visits. But once those photo albums were oppeme once
JJ got warmed up — and that expression can be iggglan
the book’s prologue — you didn’t want to leave. fhgou
would look at your watch and you'd see the time amalize
that hours had gone by. You'd feel really bad, what a great
opportunity and what a great experience.

These photos, along with the oral history trangsripave
been preserved in the JJ and Clara Van Bibberatteat the
Trondék Hwéch’in government archives. I'd like jicst men-
tion, too, that | actually got to know JJ by voloefore | actu-
ally ever met the man. | have a small home studiBawson
and | do a lot of work in oral history, convertilndd analog
tapes to a digital format. | did a few contractstfte Trondék
Hwéch'’in heritage department and I'd spent howsteliing to
these tapes about Percy Henry or Joe Henry, aoddd tiffer-
ent tapes on the Roberts families. It was the JJ Bibber
tapes that | just couldn’t stop listening to.

As part of the job, you set your levels, and yon basi-
cally walk away until you hear the tapes finisht bhujust
couldn’t do that because the stories were justsazing, and it
was a great opportunity. | remember the very firsie that |
actually saw JJ. He was in the Riverwest in Dawaiod there
was a man in front of me ordering, and | could mitfly not —
well, the voice was definitely something that teggd my
memory from those tapes. | introduced myself at tinge. We
had a great conversation, and | developed a rakttip with
the man, and I'm proud to say that he recognizedanteun-
derstood — we had some great conversations absugpes.
What a hospitable man, what a great, dry sensambhlr and
what a life. He had a great spirit for life. He wadaays happy,
and he was always kind and very caring, with a \Eyitive
outlook in life.

JJ led a diverse and interesting life. He was ppig a
homesteader, a store owner; he piloted riverbaath® Yukon
and he ran heavy equipment, putting in roads throtige
northern Yukon. JJ also tried his hand at placerimgi he was
an honorary Canadian Ranger.

During the Second World War, JJ joined the NortHean
cific Rangers, 38th company, which later evolveid ithe Ca-
nadian Rangers, as you know, Mr. Speaker. JJ wake raa
honorary member of the Canadian Rangers but, dindt fore-
most, JJ was a family man.

He was known as a great storyteller. JJ lovedltt¢etes of
his adventures from his younger years. It was wilpge to
listen to JJ share these remarkable stories anghautes. Dur-
ing the summer, he could be found telling his stoat the cul-
tural centre and at the Tombstone Territorial Raskor cen-
tre. Visitors were treated to Labrador tea andsaohy lesson

on what the life of a trapper was like in the Totobe Moun-
tains more than 60 years ago.

One of his favourite stories he liked to tell wasvthe and
his siblings came to school in Dawson. His fathed enother
put them on a log raft in Pelly, and they floatealvd river,
with the oldest child being in charge. Ira, hishft always
reasoned that there was no point in paying for Ipzesage
when the river was running in that direction anyway

I love that story, but all of this is in the bodqd | really
shouldn’t spoil it for others who haven't had arbato read it
yet — but it is a must-read. | look forward to agefully be-
coming part of our collective memory, as part of ourricu-
lum, because it's now our story. It's the histoifytlee Yukon,
and it's told from one man’s perspective — a pettipe of
tolerance, of intellect and resilience that bindsall as proud
Yukoners.

It teaches us to work hard and to love our famitied to
strive to be more than just an individual, whichmes back to
my original statement about how you invoke a sttiderry in
the school system. You start with respect, and tgaigch them
that their opinions and where they come from amsir tbontri-
butions are important. This lesson was taught toyXis father
— about inclusion and community and culture. Tregreat
story in the book about how his father told him himarespect
both sides of the fence that JJ lived on — to nmake he re-
spected the First Nation communities and understioe@qual-
ity — different but equal. It's a great story. Oragain, it's a
must-read for every Yukoner.

Locally developed curriculum is not necessarily rehee
want to see JJ’s book. | truly believe that thiskbehould be in
curriculum and available throughout the Learningsdtece
Centre. I'd like to speak a little bit as to hovathworks, if I'm
not mistaken — and I'm sure the Minister of Edugatican
correct me if my wording is wrong here.

The way it works when new curriculum is added,hatt
it's listed as a designated resource for a specificiculum.
Any teacher of the course can then order a classadd no
associated costs to the individual school’'s buddetdditional
copies are required later on, these costs havene out of the
local school's budget. This is the same as locd#yeloped
curriculum, as | understand it. For example, Rol&stvice
School has recently added K'anacha, a book abaidestial
schools from the perspective of the Trondék Hwéth— a
locally developed book. Robert Service School Hixed it to
their social studies curriculum in Dawson. | wik Bpeaking
more about that in a moment, but my intent todatoiget a
commitment from the government, not only to hawdiidual
schools have to decide whether or not they candtim adapt
JJ's book into their local curriculum by puttingdh to that
local side of things, but rather allowing them wdble to order
these class sets that | spoke about, directly ftbendepart-
ment.

The Minister of Education spoke at length this Ees®f
the Legislative Assembly about some of the work thia de-

partment has done and has ongoing with the Tr'ondék

Hwéch'’in First Nation in Dawson City, and he refeced it as
a partnership. | would like to read froklansard where the
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minister said — and | quote: “A partnership with ANl is a
priority from the Department of Education. The miotet’s

been developed could well be a template that's useather
rural First Nation communities. The Tr'ondék Hwé&oheduca-
tion director and staff are working with the suptgndent, the
director of our FNPP and the school principal ovesal pro-
jects ...”

| believe credit is absolutely due to the ministarhis di-
rection for the dual credit initiatives and thesficamp credits
as well. These projects have been discussed ankedan
extensively on a local basis for years. It's goodee the min-
ister has spent the time needed to meet with tted Education
professionals to start implementing the educationisiatives
generated at that grassroots level locally. ThegRemnthem-
selves never cared much about whether or not thpaDeent
of Education deemed their trips to the bush witkvBan youth
worthy of a school credit. They did it and contirtoedo it be-
cause it’s the right thing to do.

It is traditional and integral knowledge shared diglers
and community mentors for all students, yet devetbpnd
implemented hand-in-hand by Tr'ondék Hwéch’in anmb&t
Service School professionals. That's worth remaykiend
pausing on. Since I've been in Dawson teaching,Tifendék
Hwéch’in education department has never been exelus
They have always initiated programs in educatioth surpport
and community potlatches — and you name it — fagreyv
body in the community. That's one of the benefitdiving in
such a great community as Dawson City.

In my days as a teacher at Robert Service Schagemt
some time as the acting principal. The local cdpaa offer
cooperative education is so very vast. One of tlaaders,
Mike Taylor, would come in on several occasions whevas
acting principal to share his ideas for cooperati®arning
strategies, working with those marginalized stuslemho just
need a place to feel smart. Whether it be in trehlar in the
shops, too often the western education systemsctdea very
select segment of our population, and it doesn'edough to
identify intelligence for non-university-bound sards.

Mike was only just one example of a long list ofjive
role models in our community who had ideas for edioo. |
believe if the department allowed First Nation goveents and
other locally based agencies to have a larger moleur
schools, we would not see such drastic statistidhe schools
with regard to enrolment and dropout.

The Minister of Education is very active on thikfiHe
also mentioned in this House other discussions tabolbed-
ding Trondék Hweéch’in culture in the school andwhadn re-
gard to alternative programming, Robert Service o8ths
working on identifying issues students from Trokdé
Hwéch’in and non-Tr'ondék Hwéch’in families haveriegard
to attendance and school success problems anibsslut

| believe that the hiring process has started onwdreach
coordinator position, assisting the Individual Ldag Centre
program that Tr'ondék Hwéch’in is interested in ging. This
is a .3 position, and the school had to do som#lstgito free
up some of its time allotment on an already tighffsg allo-
cation formula, but it shows the emphasis the lackhinistra-

tion has on solving issues such as attendance ramdineent,

and also their confidence in the Trondék Hwéclentucation
initiatives and their staff when they commit theiaffing allo-

cations to such endeavours. Hopefully, the DepartroEEdu-

cation will show their faith in local education feesional solu-
tions and top up this position to a .5. But | dggeMaybe the
minister can comment on that in the House todar lat

I would like to speak of Trondék Hwéch'’in’s resacas on
the residential school experience. As an educhterused the
Tréhuhch’in Nawtr'udéh’a resource in my Planning tlass
— what a powerful experience. A local educator avahtor of
mine, Freda Roberts, came in on behalf of Trond&éch’in
with this book, and I've never seen a more engagedp of
students in my career, really. | think a bit oftthas to do with
the fact that one dare not mess around when Freeda the
class. But | would say more so because of the atiomethat
this book gave to local students on family and history of
residential schools. Comments from the studentegmzing
relatives in the pictures were very powerful. Thelliant
methods that Freda used, using circle sessions@ndunica-
tions and sharing with the students — another amgazi
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in initiative.

The Minister of Education stated that he was celfai
committed to developing this particular curriculu&s | men-
tioned, he spoke of a partnership with the Tr'ondi&éch’in. |
know that he is aware that Robert Service Schosldteeady
implemented this book into its own local curricululm fact, all
week, educators at Robert Service School have bsiag the
K’anécha book in a cultural inclusion exercise feed on resi-
dential schools.

The school used their local budget to purchasexssciet
of this book for use in the social studies gradecd@iculum.
Now here is where we need support from this govemtm
Here is where the partnership still needs a bitarafra com-
mitment. I'd just speak a little bit to that.

| say this with all due respect to the Ministerkmfucation
and | have faith that he will continue to see th&tnership
grow. | believe he can appreciate that we have aelkent
model of communication and capacity between theeRd®er-
vice School, school council, Trondék Hwéch'’in edtion and
the Department of Education as well. | think thenzoint for
Trondék Hwéch’in would be that the partnershiptttiee min-
ister refers to would be best acknowledged throaigtommit-
ment from the Yukon government to enter into areagrent
based on the Trondék Hwéch’in self-governing agrest.
I'm not sure that the chief and council would agtkat the
partnership has been finalized yet even though #heyclearly
working toward this goal, so | believe that theseai need to
kind of use this as a takeoff point to ensure that minister
endorses the agreement for Trondék Hwéch'in.

This agreement will recognize the Trondék Hwéclsin
jurisdiction for the dividing and sharing of respgdilities for
education based on the Tr'ondék Hwéch’'in self-goirey
agreement and it will strengthen the work Tr'ond#kéch’in
and the Yukon government and the Department of &itut
are doing to achieve the educational objectives.
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It may be the first of its kind in the Yukon, adlya— a
significant move for Yukon to acknowledge and suppbe
First Nation self-governing agreements’ jurisdiation other
areas of education.

| told myself | wouldn't use an awful lot of timeske, be-
cause | know there are a lot of people who do waspeak on
this important initiative for getting JJ's book énthe curricu-
lum. | did want to make some references to othiéatives that
are going on because, as | said in my beginningreents,
getting JJ's book into the curriculum is part ajreater plan of
inclusion of local curriculum. I’'m looking forwartb hearing
my peers comment today, and I'm hopeful that we get
unanimous consent to adapt Mr. Van Bibber's menmya the
curriculum, and | hope that this is part of a largend to in-
clude local knowledge and tradition into the curhign.

| would like to acknowledge at this time the exeptlwork
of the Trondék Hwéch’in education team — Ashleyildo
the education manager, Ashley Bower-Bramadat, vghthé
CELC for the elementary at Robert Service, and digla
Jennings who is the CELC of the high school. THele were
peers of mine in education, and | have to say titrapport
between elders, school council, Trondék Hwéch'dueation
department, the teachers — everything is just wagrlon all
cylinders.

We have a perfect storm right now of capacity aititg,
and it's a great opportunity for the Minister of ig@tion to use
this as he moves forward on locally developed cuham.

Also, in regard to the JJ Van Bibber memoir, | tasit
down without acknowledging the hard work of Shaniam
Bibber. We wouldn’t be here today discussing tluskat all if
it wasn't for her work and her personal sacrifisbe went into
her own pocket to make sure that this happened at-tttis
book came to fruition. Clara “Sis” Van Bibber spo&t the
book launch about how hard it was to get this mtogf the
ground from the beginning. You can imagine the anityr of
this project. | don’t know if members in this Housee aware
of the vast quantities of photos, and | don’t knibanybody in
this House has sat down and heard the number eéstioom
this man — the project of just getting everythingmpiled.
Niall Fink was only going to spend a little bit tifine in Daw-
son, and he ended up spending the whole winteicdilys
camping out with JJ, and he was adopted into the Biaber
family. He's just thrilled. It was amazing to wattis guy dur-
ing the book launch. You can just see on his fameg éxtraor-
dinary the project is, and how proud he is of hiscmplish-
ments.

But back to Shannon — once again, she orchesteated
rything from the small details to working with tihinister of
Education and myself to make sure that this ispicte— not
only that the book get out there into the publitdéds, but also
into the curriculum. So I'd like to thank Shannam fher hard
work and dedication. You really stepped up, and koaw that
JJ would be very proud.

With that, I'd just like to conclude and open up floor to
other comments, and | hope to get unanimous cohséay.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'd like to start off by thanking the
Member for Klondike for bringing this motion forwarWhen |
heard him read it on the first day that he preskittdo the
House, | was very interested in it for a numbereafsons. One
of them is that |, of course, have a very spedafid personal
interest, not only in the study of an educatior@lqy as it re-
lates to the relationship between governments ikoYiu but
also that relationship as a whole.

That's sort of what | would like to talk about #l& bit to-
day with regard to this motion and incorporating thook into
the more general curriculum in the Yukon, whictthis intent
of the motion.

As | said, when it was first read, my first reantivas very
general support. | thought it was a good idea, bpbn
consideration of it, | have a few questions andva iEsues that
I do want to raise on the floor today and have rojeagues
give consideration to as to the nature of this orotand the
specific initiative of implementing this book intdhe
curriculum. | think the Member for Klondike madeery good
point when he said this is, in and of itself, ossuie, but it is
part of a more general trend. His words were, ielvel “part of
a greater plan.” That is, | think, a general mowsvard
something that the member noted, which is partigsshthink
that's a general theme that | would like to identibday —
partnerships have become the norm for the defmitib the
relationship between Yukon government and Firstidwat
governments, most certainly in the field of edumati

| think that a very good point that the Member Kion-
dike made — and one that | would agree with whaetieelly
— is the need for culturally relevant programminmgl anateri-
als in the education system and in the curriculuthink that’s
relevant for First Nation students, but | thinkstrelevant for
Yukon students, on the whole, as well. We certakmgw that
there is somewhat of a divide between First Natieukica-
tional outcomes and non-First Nations’ educatiomaticomes
in the Yukon. A number of different studies andqasses over
the years have indicated that a better job of wtioly culturally
relevant programming material into the system wanigdrove
that. | think it's relevant for non-First Natioruskents as well. |
think the inclusion of culturally relevant progranmg and ma-
terial has, in general, two effects. | think it'sdely recognized
that having material and programming in the sclsgetem that
is relevant to the students, that they understantican relate
to has a direct link to educational outcomes. mkhthat if stu-
dents are learning about things in a manner thayidantify
with, there’s a clear delineation that that imp®weelucational
outcomes.

| also think there’s another aspect to this we &halso
consider, which is the development of the terriipeople as
a whole. In the Yukon Territory, we obviously haveery dis-
tinct history and culture, and it's something weodld cele-
brate. The history of the Yukon is something thetjle those
of us who were born and raised and went to schece feel
it's all too familiar, for a number of Yukoners, pegially in
this day and age when a lot of new families areingno the
territory, moving here and making the Yukon hontis,impor-
tant they understand about the Yukon’s history,ualtbe cul-
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tural roots of the territory and about how we gotthere we
are today.

First of all, as the Member for Klondike noted —dalme
explained a few examples of what | discussed eanidich
was the idea that partnerships are indeed impontatfite edu-
cational field in this territory. It hasn’'t alwayseen that way.
We've come a long way in terms of educational polit the
Yukon and, in many ways, the educational policy e+dood
or bad — in this territory has been an interestimdjcator of
the relationship between the Yukon government anst Na-
tions, as well as First Nation citizens and théestamean that
more generally, both in terms of Canada and theo¥iuk

While culturally relevant material is not the oryportant
aspect we need to consider, it is one aspect dirbader edu-
cation policy that is, as | said, so important imderstanding
the relationships that have developed over thesyieay ukon.

As | said, education is specifically a policy tlsatvorth
evaluating and discussing, when we consider theativesla-
tionship between the Yukon government and Firstadagov-
ernments. There are essentially two reasons foy Wiach I'd
like to discuss. The first is the role that thedeg of educa-
tional policy has played in the relationship betwégrst Na-
tion people and the Canadian state, as | saidfl@decond is
the importance of educational policy to First Natjeople and
its centrality in the drive for self-government attn@ drive to-
ward the final agreements which, of course, hawime such
a defining feature of our political landscape hirghe terri-
tory.

Going back somewhat, | think it's well understoodda
we've discussed it quite often in this House — thke that
historic policies have had on today's relationshigpwd, of
course, residential schools come to mind as onechdpat is
particularly poignant here today. The historicajdey of fed-
eral First Nation education policy on the contirguirelation-
ship between the Canadian state and First Natioples has
been particularly — | think it's fair to say — dasttive

quoting: “Today, we recognize that this policy asanilation
was wrong, has caused great harm, and has no plager
country.”

So | think you see again at the highest level ay ver
important symbolic gesture by the federal governmin
acknowledge the terrible wrongdoing and offer aequivocal
apology.

Certainly in that is the recognition by the Primenigter
that the legacy of residential schools has contgithio a num-
ber of different social problems that continue xtstin many
communities today. | think it's relevant to noteatthere are
even examples of this in Yukon.

Further to that apology by the Prime Minister irD80the
federal government created a Truth and Reconciia@om-
mission specifically to document and better underdtthose
effects the Prime Minister referenced in his speswth which |
just quoted. The negative effect of this legacyttom relation-
ship between the Canadian state and First Natioplpeannot
be understated. In the most negative sense, thtorghip has
often been characterized as colonial, and indeedéasidential
school policy has been probably one of the mostadmg of
the many elements of Canada’s colonization of land peo-
ple.

As | said, | think there are examples of this ink¥n.
Even before the residential school system begathigmterri-
tory, what little educational policy that existeésv— I think it
would be fair to characterize it as negligent.

Probably one of the best — what | would recommextkisf
to reference when considering that period wouldabeexcel-
lent article by Ken Coates from 1986, which wdsdit'A Very
Imperfect Means of Education: Indian Day Schoolstlie
Yukon Territory, 1890-1955"1 think it's relevant reading for
members in discussion of this kind of topic. Esisdigt Dr.
Coates notes that Yukon First Nation people weena by
the government to be — and I'll quote from Coatesis arti-
cle in 1986: “... marginal people living in a mardinzart of

throughout the 20 century. It has been widely acknowledgedthe country ..." and that they did not receive a vedlle educa-

that the federal system of residential schoolsa&arly disas-
trous effect on Canadian aboriginal people, pddityion their
language, on their culture and on their senseaftity. Federal
recognition and acceptance of these claims wereenaadhe
highest level when the Prime Minister, Stephen Egrpro-
vided an official apology for the damaging effeofsthe resi-
dential school system to aboriginal culture, heetand lan-
guage.

In that apology in 2008, the Prime Minister disms the
residential school policy that was a function ofueational
policy in Canada throughout the ®@entury and he indicated
that there were essentially two primary objectieéshe resi-
dential school system and they were, if | may quote “...to
remove and isolate children from the influenceldit homes,
families, traditions and cultures, and to assiraiitem into the

tion system. So we see that the history goes baek before
the residential schools policy.

Once the residential school system began in th@sl,36e
situation changed, but didn’t necessarily improvekon First
Nation children became forced participants in thegpmm of
residential schools, and the resulting cultural apuitual dis-
location of residential schools has been suggestedcause for
a number of social problems, as well as educatishattfalls,
that have plagued Yukon First Nation people — thign@
Minister certainly acknowledged this in his speeahd we
have noticed today, in the statistical gatherirthaf the De-
partment of Education does.

As | said, there is another element of this thakesaedu-
cational policy so relevant as an aspect of thatioiship be-
tween the Yukon government and Yukon First Natiomegn-

dominant culture. These objectives were based om thments, because of the role that education playeddof itself

assumption aboriginal cultures and spiritual bsliefere
inferior and unequal.”

in the development and aspiration toward self-govemt
agreements and final agreements. While the effatiadivid-

He goes on to say, “Indeed, some sought, as it wasal survivors of the federal residential schoolgyocare trou-

infamously said, ‘to kill the Indian in the chili.Again, still

bling, they also created a more endemic challengalborigi-
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nal peoples in Yukon. | don't just mean First Natis- when
we say aboriginal peoples in this context, we ré&einuit and
Métis as well, but in the Yukon context, the Fixtion is the
primary group.

| believe the residential school policy explainsittifrirst
Nation people have made control over education rtrale
component of a more general campaign for politiself-
determination.

So, as I've said, at the core of the developmenthef
movement toward self-determination, self-governmeantd
final agreements is education. That is certainiyeathing that
has been recognized, not only by groups in Yukaem nation-
ally by groups like the AFN, the national organiaat

As I've noted, the history of federal educationigplfor
aboriginal peoples is sown with seeds of colonialand pater-
nalism and is understandably a cause of the mistmasy First
Nation people have toward the Canadian state. fgsrust
has been translated into what two Ottawa-basedeauad,
Martin Papillonand and Marc Hanvelt, noted as afqumod
alienation of most aboriginal peoples from Canadiaiitical
institutions and Canadian citizenship. That thesnedmething
that is prevalent in the academic literature alibet relation-
ship — the effect it has on the formal relationsbgiween the
federal government and First Nation people throughie
history of the relationship. | think it's worth nog, and
Yukon’s a great example, as I've said, of the @ityr of edu-
cation policy to the development of the drive tosveself-
determination, self-government and final agreements

It was key to the development of First Nations’ificél
mobilization in the 1960s and 1970s, which | thislprobably
best exemplified by the documembgether Today for Our
Children Tomorrow of which we’ll be celebrating the anniver-
sary very soon — next year. In that document, delmdor
reform of the education system were at the corghiwithe
main body, a section devoted to education suggéelsttdf real
reforms were not made, First Nation students weolttinue to
suffer.

In an attached appendix, the Yukon Native Brothedyo
which of course was the precursor to the Councilyakon
First Nations, outlined a proposal for a seriesemommenda-
tions that they wished to see implemented withia ¥ukon
education system. The intent of that proposal wasr¢ate —
and to quote the Yukon Native Brotherhood in thlidgicument:
“...a more workable system and render the developrotiat
Separate Indian School System unnecessary...”

So you see that there is a drive for a betterravgd rela-
tionship with both the federal and territorial gavaents.

So as | said, while education was obviously an irtgu
component of that document, it is probably bestmdor be-
ginning the process of comprehensive land claingotigtions
and the settlement of the historic final agreem#mas we have
in the territory, as well as the commensurate gelfernment
agreements. While education was at the core of ttsifclear
that it was aimed at driving forward the desire fioal agree-
ments and self-government.

There hasn’t been, in my estimation, a significamount
of academic literature devoted toward educatior@icy in

Yukon and the relationship between First Nationggoments
and Yukon government specifically in the field,vgloat we can
often do in that case is rely on government docuatiem.
There are often reports done by government throwtgktize
years that can offer some explanations to the eatfithe rela-
tionship.

As | noted before, th@ogether Today for Our Children
Tomorrow document obviously pushed forward the drive for
First Nation final agreements.

| think when we look at th&Jmbrella Final Agreementve
see that education is certainly a key componemhaif In sec-
tion 24 of theUmbrella Final Agreemert— specifically sec-
tion 24.3.2, the UFA is clear that — and I'll quotEor greater
certainty, pursuant to 24.2.1, Government and thko¥i First
Nation may negotiate the devolution of programs sexlices
dealing with the following: Yukon First Nation auwatity for
the design, delivery and management of” — to usentbrds of
the agreement — “Indian language and cultural culum;
Yukon First Nation authority for the design, deliyeand ad-
ministration of tribal justice; and the divisiondasharing of
Yukon First Nation and Government responsibility foe de-
sign, delivery and administration of programs iatato” “(a)
Indian student counseling; (b) cross-cultural
teacher/administrator orientation; (c) compositmiteaching
staff; (d) early childhood, special, and adult eation curricu-
lum; (e) kindergarten through grade 12 curriculuff); the
evaluation of teachers, administrators and othgrl@yses”. So
you see that education is certainly something féoabred into
theUmbrella Final Agreemerand was seen as being important
enough to recognize those specific passages jisit ¢ited.

Throughout roughly the past decade or so, the Dmeat
of Education of the Yukon government has underteadeareral
exercises to investigate how to better involve tH\ations in
the education system. The most comprehensive aetpeo-
jects was probably the education reform projectjctviwas
conducted several years ago and produced its feg@ort in
2008. The education reform project consisted okxtensive
review of past educational studies and made a nuwibec-
ommendations, and also was based on consultati@hsFwst
Nations, as well as further consultation with FiRgtions and
other targeted partners, groups and individuats.eikecutive
committee, which guided its progress, was compriskthe
Chair of the Yukon Chiefs Council on Education, Joe
Linklater, the Chief of the Liard First Nation, kcaMcMillan,
and the Yukon’s Minister of Education, who at timd was
Patrick Rouble.

The commensurat&ducation Reform Project Final Re-
port consists of background information about Firstidiat
self-government and education, and a series ofrme@nda-
tions about how the system should be reformed.

While the parts of the report that deal with Fix&ition-
specific issues are the focus of the report, itsduegurally con-
tain much more than just materials specific to tFistions,
such as various community issues, support for eacladmin-
istrators and students. They are obviously imporsues for
the education system, but I'd like to keep my fotmshis pol-

icy.
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When the education reform project concluded andecam

out with its final report, it was met with a fairbyroad level of
support. I'd like to quote Chief Linklater’'s commnigron that
from 2008: “This final report is an important step further
enhancing our education system for all Yukoners iabhegins
at the community level. Working in partnership, tifakon
government and Council for Yukon First Nations vi# able
to work with community members to make meaningfutl a
sustainable changes in terms of how education ligeded in
the territory.”

Chief Linklater goes on to say that the educatieform
final report will help all education partners buitch current
successes and assist with the development of a comigion
for the future development and delivery of educatin the
territory. So what you see there, Mr. Speaker, ¢tear indica-
tion of a significant step forward in terms of tlezognition of
the need for partnership between the Yukon govenmiraed
First Nation governments when it comes to education

Based on that partnership, the Education RefornjeBtro
Final Report proposed a few new governance strestwrhich
were intended to be a bottom-up participatory motighad a
number of characteristics that | won't get into agd but
they're in the education reform project final repéor any
members who are interested.

What's important is that that recognized the nesddcus
on aboriginal and First Nation-specific materialtire curricu-
lum. | think that’'s an example the Member for Kldqerefer-
enced as being a part of the greater plan andna t@vard
partnership between levels of government.

The inclusion of First Nation content in the cuatiom is
something that was noted in the education reforajept, and
it included a policy aimed at improving the academihieve-
ment of First Nation students and reversing thdinkeof First
Nation languages.

In discussing a new approach to the developmemipf
ricula, the report concludes that in order to becsasful, it is
necessary to include First Nation values and tligb do this
it recommends involving First Nation teachers, eddend lead-
ers in curriculum development, so | think that diien given
by the education reform project is well supportethis motion
is well supported by that direction given by theueation re-
form project when it comes to the incorporationcafturally
relevant and locally developed curriculum.

When the Department of Education received theionep
2008, it of course responded in a number of waysplbobably
the most important was the Department of Educatistrategic
plan, which was titledDepartment of Education Strategic Plan
2011-16: Our Commitment to New Horizons

In that report the government reiterated its commaitt to
the proposals of the education reform project amdiged in-
formation about the implementation of those propgoszom-
mendations. Throughout the document, particular texsis
was given to partnerships and collaboration betw¥akon
and First Nation governments. It points to initres like an
MOU and action plan between the governments anctitba-
tion of the Yukon First Nation Education Advisorp@mittee,
which | think have been undertaken previously.

If we go toOur Commitment to New Horizors you see
in that document a recognition in the introductairiThe con-
vergence of western and Yukon First Nations traddibrings
both challenges and opportunities to deepen calidiom and
partnerships with Yukon First Nations governmentsarid
communities in the public school system.

Further, many of the recommendations, comments and

concerns brought forward through the developmera atim-
ber of reports through the years, including thatcadion re-
form project coalesced into a number of broad trenetating
to Yukon First Nations — respect, and recognitidnYakon

First Nations to represent the interests of theopbe, a call for
improved achievement among aboriginal learners thadceed
for the Government of Yukon, in partnership withkén First
Nations, to initiate specific reforms of Yukon’susztion sys-
tem to include First Nations to a greater degree.

Concerns regarding the gap in student success éetwe

First Nation and non-First Nation students are avdy north-
ern ones; the document goes on to say: “It has bEmgnized
by the Council of Ministers of Education Canadd #@ucation
should be a priority for First Nations across tlairtry.” In
explaining the environmental scan of the territsrgtucational
front, that commitment to thBew Horizonsreport notes that
over the next five years, the department will coumd to priori-
tize resources to support First Nation studentteating wel-
comed in all class environments, create new cutou
frameworks for Yukon First Nation languages andurel, con-
tinue to support experiential programs that integtacal First
Nation traditional knowledge and to support YukadrstNa-
tion teachers and administrators to grow into digdeadership
roles.

Improving outcomes for First Nation students regsiiho-
listic efforts to support the intellectual, sociainotional and
cognitive development of each unique learner. ®weth rec-
ognition in this document that’'s commensurate \tlitth Mem-
ber for Klondike’s statements on his motion abdwet need for
this to be part of a more general and broader ataha trend
toward partnership and collaboration.

The documen®©ur Commitment to New Horizoeemmits
that, “Over the next five years we will continue dmphasize
collaboration with Yukon First Nation governmentsirmprove
student achievement. The department is working &xarthe
public school system an attractive choice for allk¥ners
while recognizing that self-governing First Natiohave the
right to assume responsibility for education. Tlepattment is
increasing its support for community-driven initi@s and has
invested in a number of initiatives to strengthen partnership
with Yukon First Nations and to ensure that theljguschool
system meets the needs of all students.”

Again, it's important to recognize that while there cer-
tain powers allocated to First Nations in theirf-gglvernment
agreements, the key aspect of educational politiyerterritory
is that we, the Yukon government and First Natimvegn-
ments, need to work together in collaboration aadngrship
to ensure that culturally relevant material is masailable to
students, both First Nation and non-First Natiogaiy, | think
this particular motion and the book — JJ Van Bibbdook,
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which is the subject of this motion — is very redav to this
discussion.

The Department of Education has undertaken a nuaiber
initiatives so far in acknowledgment of those cornmeints and
that direction toward partnership and collaborati@ne of
them | would say that is very important is the depment of
the First Nations Programs and Partnerships uriimvithe
Department of Education. That branch of the depamtmvas
created by the Public Schools branch in the Departnof
Education in August 2006.

The First Nation Programs and Partnerships uniteidi-
cated to four goals: building productive relatioipshwith First
Nations communities; increasing the amount of FAiations
perspectives in Yukon schools; improving the acadessults
of First Nations students in the kindergarten tadgr 12 sys-
tem; providing support to and enhancing First Nagdforts to
revitalize their languages. It is espoused by thranch that
these goals can be accomplished through meaniagfiilpro-
ductive working relationships with Yukon First Nats, gov-
ernments, the Council of Yukon First Nations ane fukon
First Nation Self-Government Secretariat.

The First Nations Programs and Partnership unitseas
eral main responsibilities: First Nation educatimograms in
Yukon schools; First Nation languages and progrem@aikon
schools; the development of Yukon First Nation icutum
and resource materials — which I think we have>ample of
on the floor today — the development and mainteaaoic
partnerships with all stakeholders involved in Fhstion edu-
cation issues; professional development for teacberYukon
First Nations’ perspective and cultural understaggdicoordi-
nation of Yukon First Nation Education Advisory Cuaittee
and any delegating working groups; and ensuring Yhegon
First Nation culture content is woven into schools.

So | think the First Nations Programs and Partriprshit
within the Department of Education clearly has tidsgk of go-
ing out and working closely with First Nations tevelop rele-
vant curriculum for students in the territory. Agllythey also
provide a number of other resources, which | trané worth
noting.

They provide information for teachers who are newhie
territory — information and resources for teacharthe terri-
tory about teaching in Yukon and a little bit abspecific is-
sues related to First Nation educational issuese Oh the
documents they put out is, as | said, a resour@edor new
teachers. That document recognizes the values rigdaness
of Yukon First Nation history, culture and languagée Pub-
lic Schools branch believes that all First Natiearhers can
experience success within public schools, so thatfgortant to
note as well. It does note that the challenge obw teacher
coming to the territory is to acknowledge the hist@l injus-
tices and be a part of the solution as we strivintoease the
success and graduation rates of our First Natiamé&ss.

Included in that material are a number of suggastiand
guidelines for new teachers to develop culturailgtusive edu-
cational material and it encourages teachers to tiad time to
learn a little bit about First Nations in the Yukand their di-
versity throughout the various First Nations. Itesof course

that there are eight First Nation languages spdakdine Yukon
and each language group has distinct dialects aamy rhave
more than one community residing within its largation.

It also provides materials to encourage and gwedehers
to include the role of elders in teaching and pdesithe re-
sources to teachers to understand how to propadyr@spon-
sibly engage elders in a manner that's respeafthem and to
the educational aspects they want to achievesdt ptovides a
community-by-community breakdown of suggested pedpl
contact when they have specific concerns or questabout
who to contact and when to contact them.

There are a number of other excellent initiativest thave
been undertaken by the First Nation Programs anthétahips
unit that are worth discussing and particularlyevant to this
discussion today and the notion of including a gjebook in
the curriculum. The Northwind Books series is aaregle of
an ongoing project to provide reading material tieftects the
life and experiences of Yukon First Nation peodlbe books
are used as part of the grade 1 guided readinggrog

The books are developed collaboratively with thethio
Wind Books working group that consists of classrdeachers
and an elder, with technical support from the Dgpant of
Education. Currently there are 19 books publisi8all guess
the reason for referencing this is we do have spmeedent
for including specific books into the curriculumdarecogniz-
ing their important role in the education systerhefe are a
number of books, as | referenced, that have beerepted
already, including thes#laking Tea at Grandma,svhich is a
level 4/5 book;Hunting With Dadg again, a level 4/5 book,
which was written by Patti Tetlichikaska Day at Schopl
which is a level 8 or 9 book from Ross River schéehturing
Melodie and Monica Johnny and Henry Nukdre Snows-
nake Gamewhich is a higher level book for the Ross River
school, again featuring the same folks, Melodie &fwhica
Johnny.

There isRaven Brings Lighta play which isn't given a
formal level, but is featured in the Elijah SmithefBentary
School, and features Kerri Peters’ grade 2 studéftisre is
Finding a Medicine Treelevel 15 or 16, at the J.V. Clark
School, which features the grades 1 and 2 studerdselder
Betty Lucas from the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Natidhere is
Ice Fishing Funfrom the St. Elias Community School, which
features Mariah MacDonald and Jesse McCuaig andrsld
Mary Shadow and Rosalie Washington of the Champague
Aishihik First Nations.

There isA Winter Campfrom the Elijah Smith Elemen-
tary School. There ifishing at Simpson Creghkvhich is a
Johnson Elementary School book, featuring Aaronp@hand
Denetia Stone, elder Leda Jules and Kaska instriritoebe
Lewis. There isA Time for Bear Rootsvhich, of course, notes
a special thanks to elder Jimmy Johnny of the Na Nak
Dun First Nation and the J.V. Clark School in Maydbere is
Rabbit Stew for Grandmavhich is a higher level book, again,
that includes work from elders Martha Buyck and t&taPeter
of the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation.

Of course, there are a number of others, but ltdweed to
list them all. | guess my point there is that thier@recedence
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in a number of different ways for including specifiooks, that
include work done by elders from the Yukon, in thduca-
tional curriculum in the Yukon.

As well, on top of the NorthWind Books series, friest
Nations Programs and Partnerships unit has sevérat learn-
ing resources including the Yukon First NationsoBial stud-
ies unit. The Yukon First Nations 5 provides studemith an
understanding of Yukon First Nations governanceaimpre-
contact setting. This unit was distributed to aheols in Au-
gust 2008 and is a required area of study for @tg 5 stu-
dents. There are four themes to this: Yukon Firatidth lan-
guages, Yukon First Nation clans, Yukon First Nat@itizen-
ship and Yukon First Nation traditional governance.

gram is integrated into the overall structure aadtent of the
English-based classroom.

There’s also Yukon First Nations studies 12 — thee D
partment of Education is working with Yukon teach&w de-
velop a course called Yukon First Nations studi@s The
course is being adapted from the B.C. First Natsinglies 12
course. It focuses on the diversity, depth andgritie of the
cultures of the Yukon First Nation history and pleojstudents
will acquire knowledge about First Nations peopleation-
ships with the land, traditional settlement patteamd land
stewardship, as well as traditional educationaktzas and
learning processes. They will study the impactsaftact, re-
ligion and colonialism. Students will also have thgportunity

There’s also the CHAOS program, which is the commuto gain a greater understanding of contemporarnptigns

nity, heritage, adventure, outdoors and skills prog That one

is more commonly known as CHAOS and is an expe&knt

on-the-land program offered at Wood Street Centiteo8! for
grades 9 and 10 students. A model for the progean$outh-
ern Tutchone phrase, which | won't be able to prome so |
won't try, but in English it means “together we Mé&arn”. It is
through the integration of the subject areas thadents will
develop an understanding and make connections koryEirst
Nation knowledge, traditions, skills and values dradiefs in
the course content. This program maintains and rex@sathe
standards of the B.C. curriculum.

There is the Old Crow experiential program, whiels Ine-
ceived a significant amount of attention in thisude in the
recent past because of the interest from the Meffolbésuntut
Gwitchin in this program and his fairly strong soppof it. In
that program, the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation atié Old
Crow school are in partnership with the Yukon Dépant of
Education and have completed a northern strateqgyefd pro-
ject on experiential programming.

Locally developed educational resources were alease
ing a three-year theme and design for multi-gradidiery of
both cultural and academic learning outcomes. Thleural
camps were facilitated with elder and traditiorgldhers work-
ing alongside school teachers. The student bookledsteach-
ers’ guide will be made available to all studentstémplate
form so that language and cultural information baradded at
the local school level. As well, | would note thahguage has
received a fair amount of attention lately as asen¢er recently
in Whitehorse raised an example of another prograrh be-
lieve it was the Language Nest that may be relet@™ukon
and First Nations as well.

and agreements pertaining to First Nation selfdeiteation.

As I've noted, a number of initiatives are currgriieing
undertaken, and if we were to go forward with tmetion as
presented to the House, something we'd have toidens
would be how we integrate this specific book refieesl in the
motion into the programming that’'s already underwlathink
the Minister of Education will obviously have tovigate that
process if it's ultimately decided by this Housestgpport the
motion and provide that book in the curriculum.

I mentioned earlier that relationships and partmpsswith
First Nations are the new norm when it comes tocational
programming and policy in the territory. The Depaht of
Education has worked with a number of First Natibtmsle-
velop formal partnership agreements and accompgnyirk-
plans to move the desired programming of First dfetiinto
Yukon schools.

The Department of Education has invested consitieeth
fort in developing partnerships with Yukon First tNas.
These partnerships tend to occur on two levelstligirthe De-
partment of Education works with the Council of bukFirst
Nations, supporting the tripartite MOU process,soipporting
the Yukon Native Language Centre and on providiagpsrt
for the Council of Yukon First Nations educatiorach. Sec-
ondly, the Department of Education works with indual First
Nations to respond to identified needs in their oamities.

I'm sure when he speaks about this, the MinisteEdica-
tion will be happy and pleased to provide elaboratin those
efforts.

Of course, as | mentioned before, there is the I&ont
Tutchone bicultural program that occurs in Haingscfion, in
the Member for Kluane’s riding, and that is a parship be-

Another important program is the Champagne andiAish tween the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations #nokon

hik First Nations Southern Tutchone bicultural peog. In
2008-09, the Education department and the Champagde
Aishihik First Nations government, along with thé Elias
Community School council, initiated the partnership de-
velop, implement and evaluate a pilot project catlee Cham-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations Southern Tutchbioailtural
program.

The purpose of this project is to increase andakxe the
Southern Tutchone language and culture from K té\lang
with a daily Southern Tutchone language comportéset,pro-

government. The three-year project, which | merdtbearlier,
with the Vuntut Gwitchin, is another example.

I know it was mentioned by the Member for Klondilke
his statements that the Department of Educatiomloaked for
a number of years with the Trondék Hwéch'in to elep a
workplan to provide programming for students &t.rBevelop
a trades program, enhance language programminghah
community and provide more First Nations contenthia cur-
riculum. | think this motion and the book at hairntt we're
discussing could offer a model for how this coutibcorpo-
rated as well.

—
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Accreditation for cultural camps has been develow#td
Trondék Hwéch'’in First Nation, and this process te trans-
ferred so it can better support all Yukon Firstibia$ in ac-
crediting cultural camps and on-the-land prograngmin

The Trondék Hwéch'in education director and Tr'ékd
Hwéch’in staff are currently working with the supgendent
for the area and the director of the First NatiBnggrams and
Partnerships unit and school principal on severajepts as
well, including dual trades exploration, where thegrk in
partnership to explore the feasibility of a duades welding
course, either through shop upgrades or the puecbfigades
trailers; camp accreditation to accredit cultuings and other
on-the-land learning processes; alternative progreng and of
course, importantly, residential schools resoureeetbpment.
As the Member for Klondike noted, the Trondék Hivéc
have been fairly forward-looking and leading thearge in
terms of development of residential school programgml’m
sure the Minister of Education will provide somermmmeat to
the bones there in terms of what his thoughts ar¢he next
steps for that.

Of course, there are a number of other resourceégeot
gramming initiatives that | think are worth notihgre. The use
of Yukon-based materials is essential to ensurihgtadents
learn about the history, cultural traditions aneé fimportant
role of Yukon First Nations in our history. Cultuiaclusion
funding has also been made available to all Yulahoals for
the development and implementation of culturaléitss, pro-
jects and programs.

Another important aspect of the development of aduc

tional policy with First Nations is, of course, tNekon native
teacher education program, which, based on recomatiens
from an external review of Yukon College’s progrdire col-
lege created a review action committee to deterrttiieepur-
pose, goal and vision for a teacher education pragin
Yukon. That is another example of work currentlynigedone.
I’m sure more information can be provided at arldtse.

Now, in the specific case of adding material to ¢hericu-
lum currently, one of the things that is worth ngtil think —
for members in this House on discussion of thisiomot— is
that it's not as simple as the Minister of Educatismply
snapping his fingers and something is includechi curricu-
lum. There is actually a very clear and definedcpss for the
inclusion of resources or courses to a curriculufknow the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun knows this all too well aisdfa-
miliar with snapping his fingers and making someghihappen
in his community. I'm sure I'll be interested todrewhat he
has to say about this issue.

When someone wishes to introduce a particular resou

into a curriculum, a curriculum consultant reviets resource.
Once approved, it is then brought to Resource 8esyiwhich
assesses whether or not the funds exist to purcthesee-
source. If the budget exists for purchasing thabuece, it can

pens at the secondary level, where credits areeddan course
work. When an outside organization wishes to pregen
schools, the department must assess whether ¢thegresen-
tation supports the curriculum. Once approved,digartment
looks at whether funds exist to support the predimt.

I think it is important to remember that there s estab-
lished process already for the addition of matertal the cur-
riculum, and that’'s something that we’ll need togider as an
implementation measure should this motion be aeckpnd
approved.

One of the things that struck me about this motidren |
first heard it from the Member for Klondike — myitial
reaction was one of support, but | began to thiwhy this
book, in particular?

I have to admit | never met Mr. Van Bibber mysdifjt
I've heard nothing but incredible and remarkabl@dk about
him throughout my time in this House and today freme
Member for Klondike. | wondered why, specificalthjs book
would be so good in our curriculum. Obviously, ¢ognize the
importance and need for culturally relevant prograng and
material, but | was curious as to — why this bcekd why not
others? I'm aware of so many remarkable books logllau-
thors and by local experts in a variety of fieldattl began to
wonder why we would specifically pick this one, why we
would ignore other examples? There are a few greamples
of books that were commissioned by this Legislaamd au-
thored by Linda Johnson, who's well known to foiksthe
Yukon Archives scene.

One of those i8Vith the people who live here: the history
of the Yukon Legislature, 1909-1964&hich | think is a very
important resource for those wishing to learn altatpolitical
and constitutional development of the Yukon Teryitol hat

book commemorates 100 years of elected government i

Yukon and honours all those — our predecessors +es-
bers of this Legislature from 1909 to 2009. Thealewyment of
this Legislature is documented in that book as & pé&
Yukon'’s fascinating social, economic and polititestory. It
also contains biographical information about themfbers
elected during the Yukon Legislature’s first cegtufhat’s
something that is a key resource for any studeshiwg to
learn about the political and/or constitutional elepment of
the Yukon Territory.

A key feature of that political and constitutiord#velop-
ment is, of course, the Commissioner’'s Offié¢.the Heart of
Goldis also a book by Linda Johnson that details thity of
the Yukon Commissioner's Office from 1898 to 20Ithe
Commissioner, of course, plays an integral roleYirkon’s
political and constitutional workings, and the brst of that
book is an exemplary resource that can be usedderastand
the development of the territory.

The Member for Klondike mentioned a few books et
already — well, books and literature that are alygaart of the

be then added as a recommended resource. Whenoal schcurriculum. Of course, authors like Robert Servicel other

wishes to introduce a course that falls outsidehef regular
curriculum, a course proposal must be submitteddoiew by
the department curriculum committee. Once approveds
called a “department authorized course”. This nodtn hap-

famous Yukon writers have a role already, but mkhihat one
that is often forgot about is William Ogilvie’s booEarly
Days on the Yukomwhich | think is an excellent first-hand ac-
count of Mr. Ogilvie's time here in the Yukon dugithe gold
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rush days. It is really an important resource foderstanding
Yukon’s history. On the political side, there asveral books
that | think are worth mentioning from a variety pblitical

backgrounds. Of course, our former and long-tinrgisg MP,

Erik Nielsen, wrote an excellent book about hie kfs an MP
in his 30 years as Yukon’'s MP and some of the tfibte life-

style changes he experienced throughout his tintkeeryukon
and representing Yukon in Ottawa. Indeed, on theraside of
the political spectrum the former NDP Premier ok¥n, Tony
Penikett, has a book, although it is specificalbpuat treaty-
making in British Columbia.

There is a chapter devoted specifically to the gpraent
of the land claims process and his involvementhit in the
Yukon Territory. That’s another example of a loaathor who
has put forward a valuable contribution to literatvelating to
the development of Yukon’s political and culturétbry.

| would be absolutely remiss if | didn't note Kemd&zes. |
did note a chapter in a book he had written eaxdierpre-
residential schools educational policy in Yukont, i course,
he has too many books to mention in this House dhatvery
relevant to Yukon'’s students and those who wisledon about
Yukon’s history. | of course have to point dwgnd of the Mid-
night Sun,which was authored by Bill Morrison and Ken
Coates. It was really, in my opinion at least, lf@st compre-
hensive history of the Yukon Territory. Dr. Coatasd Bill
Morrison give an excellent treatment of the ensipectrum of
Yukon’s history, going back thousands of yearsstuées that
those of us will be familiar with even today.

In that book, the authors emphasized the role «t Na-
tions people and the lengthy struggle of Yukonerirtd their
place within Confederation. So | think that's sohieg that we
have to recognize as being important as well. Ispaeific
books obviously are interesting as well when it esrto under-
standing Yukon’s history and understanding why we lzere
today, whether it be — I can’t remember the gendei® name
who wrote the history of Yukon aviation that wasemstly re-
leased — Bob Cameron, | believe — or again, Kent&oand
Bill Morrison’s The Sinking of the Princess Sophighich of
course was a seminal event in Yukon’s history thabften
forgotten because it happened so long ago and st rhas
happened since. But really, in the first half of 20" century, |
can think of no more significant change occurrisgaaesult of
a single event than the sinking of the Princesshidowhich
was of course —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to thank my colleagues
for reminding me that Lois is Bob Cameron’s wifé&nlow that
very well, so I'll say hello to Lois in thansardoffice.

As | was saying, the sinking of tH&rincess Sophias an
excellent example of a specific event in historgttts integral
to understand Yukon'’s history. When it comes tortige aca-
demic or technical accounts of Yukon’s history d@he devel-
opment of the territory, | can think of no bettesample than
the two-volume set ofhe Yukon's<onstitutional Foundations,
which is authored by Steve Smyth. That is an almastfully
accurate step-by-step account of the political bapygs of the

Yukon Territory over the many years going backHhe gold
rush days.

I think it's worth quoting the former Clerk of thidouse in
saying about that set of books that there is litibeibt that it
will stand as essential reference source for anyatte an in-
terest in the Yukon’s constitutional past, presantuture. We
can't forget other contributions to the body oéfiture around
the Yukon Territory and the history that we’re sterested in.

| guess my point here is that yes, there is a faedultur-
ally relevant programming in our schools, and thisertainly
an example of it. The book presented in this motiertainly is
an example of that, but | do have questions abdat \sort of
precedent we set by accepting one book into thecalum and
providing the support of the House to push it itite curricu-
lum and not other very valid contributions to Yulksoliterature
and Yukon’s history and culture. | say this notitsagree with
the motion or to take away from it. | indeed amtéte support-
ing it. It's something that | would like to bringpward for
members to consider in their comments and in theatdeon
this motion.

Indeed, the other thing that | think needs to besmered
is that there are established processes for tlatianeof mate-
rial and the inclusion of material into the Yukomducational
curriculum, and we need to recognize that thosegsses are
important, and it's not as simple as simply sayiya, know,
make it so, and it will be done. So | think we néegrobably
consider providing some structure around how wetar@-
clude it in the curriculum — and even perhaps stimelines
around what would be acceptable for a go-forwaitibtive of
this nature.

So | guess to conclude, I'd like to thank the Memfuz
Klondike for bringing this motion forward. | do hava few
concerns, and | feel that | have outlined them yodathere are
a number of very relevant and very important bothlet we
shouldn’t turn a blind eye to. But there is no doimbmy mind,
after hearing from individuals in my riding, on tfieor of this
Legislature and out the public, that Mr. Van Bibbdrook is
exemplary and perhaps stands alone in its very itapbrele-
vance to Yukon'’s history from the perspective of ooly First
Nations but Yukoners in general.

The Member for Klondike noted that he himself watea
to identify with that book and with some of the g#a and the
people who are identified in it. That's despite faet that he’'s
not from the Yukon originally. So that’s a testamtmnthe fact
that the book is of such a high calibre that it aacite those
sort of feelings from someone outside of the teryit

So with that, | will conclude and say that I'm irgsted to
hear what others have to say about this. | feel fhe overall
context shouldn’t be forgotten, and I've tried mgsbto ex-
plain some of the context of educational policythe territory
and the effect it has on the relationship betweehkori gov-
ernment and Yukon First Nation governments, howwfatve
come and how important going forward with partngrstand
collaboration is.

| look forward to hearing from other members abibnis,
and | will be listening intently to make a decisi@bout
whether or not to support this motion. Thank you.
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and for our pioneers, teaching of children is aniy. It is a
Mr. Tredger: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi- responsibility they take very seriously, and manglassroom

tion to speak in favour of this motion. I'd like thank the
Member for Klondike for bringing this motion forwchand for
all his endeavours to ensure the bobkyas born under a
spruce treebecomes a part of the lives of children growipg u
in the Yukon.

I'd also like to commend and thank Shannon Van Bibb
and the Van Bibber family for their support in ch@oming
this project. | would especially like to thank thethors, Niall
Fink and Shane Van Bibber. I've been fortunateve in Pelly
Crossing and have often even swam in Mica Creel¢lwis
near where Van Bibbers originally homesteaded. &Viiil
Pelly, I remember the commitment the Van Bibbelisijs
made to education in the school. | can remembevarsations
with Dan and Linch and Kathleen, and with Maria,onmas
married to George Van Bibber, as well as visitsrfrélex and
Pat Sr., both around the community and in the dchiitey
always made time.

While in Pelly | learned the importance of storljtey. |
remember going to fish camps, sitting by the fitesigoing on
hunting trips and the elders, whether it was TonigGinty
or Harry Baum, whether it was Rachel Tom Tom or ideand
Betty Joe, in the school and in the community, gsvempha-
sized the value and importance of sharing thedtiticms and
world views through stories.

The Northern Tutchone, the Van Bibbers and thet Nes
tion people of the Yukon had a unique and very sssful
world view, a world view that we have been warredlipping
away. Time is of the essence. Elders are passimgcholdren
are growing up without the benefit of their knowdged Some of
this knowledge has been chronicled, yet much resnhidden
and is in danger of being lost or forgotten. Thdeed and the
pioneers of the Yukon have much wisdom to sharé wi.
They have stories to tell; they have built our camities; they
have built our schools; they have taught us to mweland and
to work one with another as we go forward, for bemefit of
not only First Nations but of all Yukon students.

The more widely | search and read, the more |zediow
much our world needs those stories. The world hashnto
learn from these resourceful, innovative, wondéyfabservant
and knowledgeable pioneers, elders and seniorsy Tage
been stewards of our land and they are part ofatiet and part
of the water.

While | was reading the bookwas born under a spruce
tree it reminded me and reinforced some of the undeipgs
and the values that | heard around campfires,|theard in our
schools. First is to take advantage of opportuiteecond is
hard work; third is to use ingenuity and adaptatitm help us
live on and with the land — the importance of fgmind
community and the wondrous effectiveness of stefiyng in
passing on our knowledge.

In Yukon we are very fortunate; it is rich in hisgpsome
of it recent, much from long ago. Through it diiettradition of
storytelling remains strong in our communities. Mam eve-
ning at a fireside a cup of tea is shared withoaysfThe second
aspect of this storytelling is that for our elddis, our seniors

throughout the Yukon has been enriched by longagb pre-
sent stories.

I remember one of the most successful activitied e
did at Eliza Van Bibber School in Pelly Crossingswa get an
old wall tent, put a barrel stove in it and Rachiem Tom —
who was the native language instructor — the ckssrild go
out there and she would make bannock and tea zare fler
stories with them. Yukon Learn supported that ditgrtent and
it moved over to work with the college and manyeetdshared
their skills and crafts in that tent.

In the Yukon we are blessed. Not only do we haveetdt
ers and our pioneers, but Yukon is a unique pl&¢e.have
geologists and biologists and anthropologists arstiotians
who come to the Yukon to study and live among useyT
know the value of our land and more importantlyyttk@ow
the value of our people. Much of their work hasrbebroni-
cled. All of it needs to be made accessible.

I think of books that | read that were influenta me, like
Julie Cruickshank’sLife Lived Like a Storyor Catherine
McClellan’s Part of the Land, Part of the Water know the
people in Mayo are proud of and shared @@d & Galena
The Mayo Historical Society published that.

Many of our visitors have left books and memoirem®
of them remained in the Yukon themselves to be phthe
Yukon. | think of Bob HayesWolves of the YukorMichael
Gates who has written history and continues toewhistory
and historical novels. | remember reading Hugh &dst
book, Pack Horse Tracksabout an early geologist who came
in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s into the Yukon esenymer on
horseback and travelled throughout the Yukon. | aeimer
visiting some of his old campsites. Some stories jast fic-
tional; some are historical fiction. | remember anght read-
ing one out at my place on the Pelly callgdrder in the
Yukon and it was an interesting book — very light regdil
took a couple of days to read, but it did set ttages for the
building of the Dawson/Whitehorse trail in 1903 ‘at mur-
der.

We learn about the Yukon through stories. Studaatse
read Keith Halliday's novels, and Jack London, Bariwil-
loughby, Robert Service and Pierre Berton all mdddéon
come alive and memorable through their stories. &iones
it's kind of disconcerting, though, when we talktb@ children
in our schools and we talk to tourists, we realizat often
German and Japanese tourists know more and hasterrese
about the Yukon than our own students. But boolks maem-
oirs aren’t the only way. In my first introductida the Yukon,
| stopped at the George Johnston Museum in Tedlimat a
fascinating bit of history that was and how it ghtened my
knowledge of the Yukon. The Kwanlin Dun Cultural nire,
government houses throughout the territory, Firatidh cen-
tres, the Keno City Mining Museum, the Binet HouséMayo
— I'm very fortunate to live very close to Fort Biek.

I've been over there many times. I've taken stusiénére.
It's a living, historical monument and an exampfetle col-
laboration between the Selkirk First Nation, thek¥m territo-
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rial government and the Government of Canada thatldsted
over 30 years. The information they have managedotiect
and portray is invaluable.

The photo collections they have from Yukon Archieee
fascinating and thorough. Libraries and Archives&@a has
spent a lot of time collecting our history, and ishcommend
them for their endeavours recently to make thisohjsmore
accessible. The MacBride Museum and the Beringiatr€e
were mentioned earlier. We have a wealth of knogded- a
wealth of opportunity.

One of the neatest things I've seen is that marthefirst
Nations have renewed interest in their history, #rey're lis-
tening to their elders’ stories. When | go into te Cho Nyak
Dun government building, it's a monument to theistdry,
traditions and dreams. Their heritage departmeat fagscinat-
ing and informative collection of artifacts, ideasd short sto-
ries.

In the Yukon, much of our history is still youngcemgh
that we can visit historical sites. Last summéradl the oppor-
tunity to go visit old Mayo. I've been to Stewastdnd. Other
places have been mentioned in different areas —guenand
wonderful opportunities.

There is a wealth of information available. We car it to
study the past, and we can use it to build theréutWe can
interest our children in becoming scientists. Wa talk to
them about our relationships with the water andlamel, with
the wind and the sun. We can develop our renewetidegies
in a way that is compatible and workable in thellan

As | said, there are many stories to tell and masgons to
be learned.

to the forefront and into our curriculum. We needlevelop a
strategy that targets and sets goals for involvémah Van
Bibber, through his memoirs and book, left us dlehge, but
he has also shown us the way. Take advantage afpportu-
nities, the elders, the stories, the collections,heritage. Don’t
be afraid of hard work. Embrace it.

Use ingenuity. Adaptations for culture are notistabut
ever growing. There are different ways, as we ssu/ight, to
tell a story. Emphasize always a relationship t® énd and
never forget the importance of family and communtityt most
of all, tell our story. The final part to that: onow. Don't let
somebody tell you it can't be done; take the examgdl the
Van Bibber family and do it.

Once again, | thank all those who participatedhia tle-
velopment of this book, and | encourage all Yukenier get
behind the move to bring the Yukon our stories, logpes and
our dreams to our children so that they can be-grellinded in
their world as they venture forth into the widerrido

Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'd like to thank the Member for
Klondike for bringing this motion forward. He anddb have
something in common, a little bit, when it comesJtb Van
Bibber: JJ being from Dawson, and his brother Abming
from my neck in the woods — out in Kluane. So Irgpeelot of
time with Alex over the years with my Ranger pataod, as
the Member for Klondike alluded to, with the Rangatrol in
Dawson — | have spent some time with JJ also.

| just want to read a bit of a quote from tKiondike Sun
about JJ Van Bibber, the “Master Storyteller andtBgra-

Yet while teachers in communities have done much opher.”

their own, their time and energy is limited and fpinecess must
be formalized and connections made to current yeanfricu-
lum and support must be provided to enable thegiat®n of
these units into widespread use. We need to dewekipategy
whereby a book like was born under spruce trdeas a very
viable path to become part of our curriculum. Letensure that
I was born under a spruce treémes become part of the curricu-
lum, that doesn’t remain on the shelf as anotheeldged unit.

| was glad to hear the Minister of Environment iguae
the importance of local and cultural experiencesunschools.
This has been known for many years. He referefiaegether
Today for Our Children Tomorrowf some 40 years ago. That
was integral to what they were suggesting. In otddre effec-
tive, | was born under a spruce treeust be usable. It must be
accessible and most of all it must be presentea forum that
makes connections to the students and to their aorityn

We need to have a teacher’s guide and resourcdsladea
for sharing of ideas and levels of connections uoent cur-
riculum and grades and units. In other words, th&®to be a
strategy. There is no excuse for not having aegsato take
the resources of the community and build them aupterrito-
rial curriculum. Otherwise we end up with a seéone-offs
that don't really connect and involve the students.

The book,| was born under a spruce treand this motion
challenges all of us — all Yukoners and the Departimof
Education — to get our history, get our storied, @& Yukon

“While he lived the latter part of his life in Daws, he
grew up in Pelly Crossing and also lived in Maya afthite-
horse as well as Dawson during his long life. Hifevof 62
years, Clara, was a Dawson girl and niece-by-ngeri@erald-
ine Van Bibber (Yukon’s former Commissioner) sayattwas
how he ended up spending his last couple of dedhees. He
was a registered member of the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in.”

“JJ was part of a large family that included selsegs and
seven girls. Five of his siblings are still livingle and Clara
had four children. One daughter and one son alieliging.
Remembered as a prolific photographer, JJ begangtakc-
tures at age 13 with a Jiffy Kodak 616 camera...0dKed at
images of that on Google image — it was a wholeerarn—
“...that he bought at a shop in Dawson City.

“He donated this vast store of photographs to thendéek
Hwéch’in in 2003, and 2005 saw some of them mouatead
summer display in the gathering room at the cultaemtre.
That display is now part of a binder that is ava#afor view-
ing at the centre.

“JJ was also known as a storyteller. He loved tihrati
audiences with tales of his younger years. “I washhunder a
spruce tree (September 6, 1920), way up the MaamHRiver,
at Russell Creek,” JJ told tidondike Surback in 2009. And |
don’t remember when Alex told me, but he told menas also
born under a spruce tree. “Whenever a baby wasyreatie
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born, mom (Eliza) just holed up for a week, anchtpat us on
her back, and just kept on going.”

That was the way back then. The family did live toe
land in the early days, and JJ spent many yeappitrg with
his brothers. It was nothing for them to walk tatRdcPherson
and back, and I've heard many tales of the Van &ilshtrap-
ping over the years.

One of his favourite stories was about how thedechil
went to school in Dawson. His father and mothertpbat on a
long raft in Pelly and floated them down the rivéth the old-
est child being the one in charge. Ira and Elizenvikn to all as
“Shorty,” reasoned that there was no point in pgyor a boat
passage when the river was running in that diracfidne kids
would return by steamer when school was out. Geraldan
Bibber says they stayed at St. Paul's Hostel whew attended
the Dawson public school, but that they didn't go fery
many years. She estimated that they only got aafaiemen-
tary school in terms of formal schooling, but theew how to
read and continued learning all their lives.

JJ met Clara Taylor at 12 Mile, and while his sisrabout
just how they met would vary, he was always cldeat the
knew immediately that she was the one. They livagkther
until she died in 2004.

Besides trapping, JJ had a store in the Macmiltea.aHe
ran heavy equipment, hauled trailers into the ngriamps and
took up placer mining in a serious way in the 1960&en he
was in his 40s, JJ had many interests in life. ¢ded curling,
enjoyed watching hockey, either on television odliivet games,
and the family noted that he attended his firseé l®anucks
game in Vancouver when he was 90 years old.

Alex had spoken to me a little bit about the Sec@tatld
War. During the Second World War JJ wanted to signbut
his brothers Alex, Archie, Pat and Dan signed ug téuey told
him he had to stay home. So he joined the Pacii@s€Militia

fortunate to complete the book before JJ passeg astJanu-
ary at age 91.” It was very nice that Niall coulmhwe for the
book release. He came up for that, which was inlted

I'd like to speak a little bit about JJ. He livedriohg a time
of immense transition in the Yukon Territory — alfwe heard
my fellow colleagues speak to this — and membeosnfr
across the floor. He began his life hunting anggmag in the
McArthur Range and, at age 12, was responsibléiforown
traps and dogs. As the fur market collapsed andhéve roads
and infrastructure forever changed the charactéhefyukon,
JJ made the transition to the modern wage econfme put
it, he was on the fence, both between identitiehason of a
Tlingit mother and a West Virginian father, andvbetn the
past and the present in the far north.

This history book is very incredible — the knowledg
that's in this book. In the Yukon, sometimes owstdiy is for-
gotten — starting with the gold rush, and then iete man
came, and the interactions and engagement withritiseé Na-
tions. In the early years, when they started, tmeilf's life
between the brothers, the dog mushing and drivaimgl, then
came World War | and World War I, trapping and ting,
turning over and looking at construction, and alsvayaking a
living off the land.

I want to speak a little bit about growing up i tkluane
area. | did spend a lot of time with Alex Van Bibband | was
very interested to see. | had never heard JJ beaigd
“Grandpa Grandpa”, but most of the residents ofalkki know
Alex as “Grandpa Daddy”, or “Gramps”, so that’s yénter-
esting. With that, Alex and | spent many a timewtite Ranger
connection, as | know JJ did with the Rangers iw&m City.
When the Rangers were having parades, Alex ancaldvbe
invited to those functions. The patrols throughthé Yukon
would gather together to celebrate the function &lgb the
honorary colonels and chief of our units. Mr. Speralkou will

Rangers, 38 Company, which has now evolved into the Cana-understand where that comes from.

dian Rangers. He was proud of that connection.

During the anniversary of tH8S Kents final trip to Daw-
son in 2010, JJ captivated audiences with talesimiing tim-
ber rafts on the river and sometimes being a spaottethe
steamboats.

JJ was a gregarious soul, and especially fond whbahis
family around. It was his wish to have family memsopresent
during his final iliness, and Monique Van Bibbeysahat they
managed to fulfill his wish.

| had the extreme pleasure to go to his book reléast
week. Some other members from the House were theras
also in Dawson during the gold show when they s#dahis
book. It was very, very incredible. They playedideo with JJ
in it.

| just wanted to quote something by Niall Fink, wivas
the guy who went to Dawson for month and wound tagisg
and working on this book with JJ. He said, “The oemipt for
this book was a collaborative effort between JJ amdelf.
Over the winter of 2010-11, | spent many hour®figtg to JJ's
stories and transcribing them and then later askegnbis fa-
vourite narratives into a book-length memoir. Ooalgwas to
keep his voice alive on the page long after heoisegWe were

One of the things that always amazed me about Aex
when he would tell me about being a big-game datfitwhen
he would start at the Takhanne River on a 10-dayt toy
horseback, guiding a big-game hunter, and he wwird up at
Champagne and he would spend a day. He said,Ustshake
it out, shake it off and jump on the horse and thaide an-
other person back over the other direction.” Aleasvan inter-
esting big-game outfitter. Many people in the Haugestore
probably had an opportunity to see the albino madbsé he
shot on October 3, 1968. That moose spent manyy mamear
on loan from the Hougens in the Dalton Trail Lodgeere, if
that moose could tell stories, I'm sure it woul#&nbw I've had
the opportunity on many occasions to sit with Abeside that
moose and tell stories. It moved its way into Whnitese into
the Hougen Centre now, and if that could tell s®ri— let
alone Alex or JJ.

Alex was also a trapper instructor for the Yukonritery.
He was a trapper instructor for many years, arahlremember
going into the Yukon Trappers Association to buynsaskin-
ning boards and Alex was in there. | said, “Alehatvare you
doing?” He was in his mid-to-late 80s. He says,,"Oh going
to teach a course in Cambridge Bay.” “You're gotogfly to
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Cambridge Bay? Right on. Good for you.” He said,€lWI
can’t find anybody else.” My Ranger patrol and fhumior Ca-
nadian Rangers — we had 18 in our Junior Canadiager
patrol and Alex, as a trapping instructor, cameand did one
of the courses.

We went up to Squirrel Creek, up the DezadeashrRive

and we stayed at Squirrel Creek for five days wiiex.

The kids learned an immense amount from Alex, fiom
string trick — | don’t know if anybody has seenttha to ac-
tual living off the land. | can remember when werevieshing
wolves with Alex. We were out in one of the warm4lmacks,
and we were fleshing away. One of my Rangers, SRahkdey
— who grew up with Alex too — and | — our hands gotd,
so we decided we were going to go for tea in thekhack.
While we were in the cook shack, Shane looks aantesays,
“We'd better get back out there. Alex is still fhéisg.” He was
91 or however old he was. So we had to go backhmue and
apologize to Alex for giving up so quickly. He wasre a
tough character.

When | read the book and then | read the motiom ftioe
Member for Klondike, | found it quite fitting thatis would be
something that would go into our curriculum or vaeilcl work
on getting into our curriculum in our schools.

Books by Robert Service, Jack London, Farley Mowat,
erre Berton — those are the books that are in thedethat get
people interested and it brings people over. Itdtaf a boost
to the economy having them come over, but it alsmvgases
Yukon as a special place.

One of the things | thought of when this book camo¢
was it would be very, very, very, very important +said
“very” too many times, sorry, Mr. Speaker — butdught a
copy of this so | can donate it at this year's €fmias concert
when the school council raises money. | thought Wwauld be
a great gift that they could auction off. There areouple of
quotes that | caught in here that | would likegad in my final
conclusion to this. JJ Van Bibber approached thendgk
Hwéch’in in their Heritage department with a shoebbblack
and white photos. With his wife, Clara, termindllyVan Bib-
ber sensed a new immediacy and he wanted thesesphis-
served.

Sue Parsons was the collection manager for Tr'ondék
Hwéch'in and she also recognized the historicahifitance
and it's a very great thing that this came forwéaikhow that in
my riding of Kluane — the White River First NatioGham-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations — I've seen amiiast in the
history and a gathering of history in getting itt plown with

Growing up in Yukon — | went to school at St. Elias pen and listening to the elders.

Community School for many years, my first few yearsan

ATCO trailer, and we slowly worked our way to sohieg

that they have today. | remember learning a lotuaktbe

French Inquisition, about the history of wars, andt of Euro-
pean history, but | don’t remember a whole bunclooél his-
tory. The local history that | learned was from elgers —
from my grandfather. We owned the store, so we tesapbt a
lot of history from the First Nation elders who vidwome in
the store once a month to get supplies. | find thit is quite
fitting that this would be something that we cowldrk on get-
ting in our curriculum, so that the youth of thekéa can learn
a little bit about our history.

When | first got the book, | started reading itddnreal-
ized | have a few autographed copies. My son saidd, “I'm
going to read that book, dad.” | said, “No, | thinkat we're
going to do is — if you can wait until this sessisrover, dur-
ing the Christmas holidays, we’'ll read it togethdrhat way,
he can ask me questions, and | can explain thingsecause
some of the stuff that happened back in the 1980s1840s a
lot of the youth today have no understanding ofwdiuld be
nice to have somebody with a little bit of histaoyexplain it.
That's why I'm so glad that we're working on getfithis into
the curriculum.

Another thing I'd like to speak to a little bit, thithis get-
ting into the curriculum — I'd like to talk aboutytlife as a
guide in the Yukon. As Alex was a guide for manyange the
conditions that | had to guide in were not anythikg Alex or
JJ in the day. | would guide a lot of European isigr and
when | would ask the European tourists, “Why did yick the
Yukon?” They would look at me and say, “Because reed
about it in school, and it's been my dream to camethe
Yukon forever.”

Another thing | caught from this was that JJ Vatbl®ir
would often be found telling stories at the new bstone Park
visitor centre, and while the visitors were sipplrabrador tea,
they would catch a glimpse of what life in the miaims
around them was like more than 60 years ago wheviahJ
Bibber trapped just west in that park. He wouldaglgsay that
this new building stands a short distance frompbed where
65 years earlier he trapped three beavers.

| think it’s important that we always afford thepaptunity
for our elders to be able to see areas that they gp in and
have that access to those areas. One of the thiragsalso
caught me was they presented him with a photo ro&&if at
five years old. He immediately recalled why he \g&swvering
there. He said, “Helen stole my moccasins”, he &rgl “She
hid them and | had to have my picture taken witlelfaet. |
was mad at her.” And to have that memory go baek tany
years is why this book is so important and | baliexe should
work toward finding a location for this in our ciowlum.

Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise to speak in support of this mo-
tion today and thank the Member for Klondike fomiging it
forward. | would like to acknowledge JJ Van Biblsememoir
as a profound gift to his community and to futusnerations.
The lives and experience of his large and exterideily, his
beloved wife Clara, his brothers and sisters ese fdatured in
I was born under a spruce tre®lany family members contrib-
uted to the book’s publication and deserve our khar've
been privileged to hear many Yukon First Nationeetdspeak
about their life history and about the place we lim and call
home and would like to acknowledge them for shatimgjr
knowledge. | believé was born under a spruce treeserves a
place in our school curriculum.
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In supporting this motion we agree that the Yukdoca-
tion system needs to use more local resources livedeur-
riculum on the history of First Nation people amdtbe shame-
ful history of the residential schools. The intargetional ef-
fects of residential schools continue today and ihgart of
why it's so important to improve our education systby
teaching our students about the past. The pasl iwigh us.

posable diapers. She would just whip that birclk lzaxd moss
out and put in a new one like changing a coffeertil

Under thelndian Act assimilation policies, children who
went to residential school were not only separdtech their
communities, they were forbidden to speak their ot
tongue. Boys and girls were strictly segregateddmdn were
punished if they spoke to their sisters or brottwrany other

As we discussed yesterday in debate on the Educatidamily member of the opposite sex. JJ Van Bibbdls tes

budget, the graduation rate for aboriginal studemtgukon is
only 40 percent. There are 42 First Nation teachremur edu-
cation system, less than 10 percent of the 48Ch&acem-
ployed by the Department of Education across 3bashand
that number includes Riverfront School, Wood Str€entre
and the Individual Learning Centre.

about losing the ability to speak his native larggueHis older
siblings — quote: “learned to talk Indian prettyogo That
older bunch only went to school a year or two. Fedrohie on
down, none of us could understand a word of Indééa.were
the ones that went to school.”

JJ Van Bibber speaks, as well, about how half-lsweeste

TheIndian Actwas amended in 1884 to allow regulationstreated differently by Indian and whites alike. Hégher told

for the compulsory attendance of status Indiansutice age
of 16 in Indian schools, but it was 1892 when tharch and
government formalized a partnership in educaticat thould

last until 1969. The arrangement was that governmenld

build the schools and provide some funds for maimee,
school books, medical supplies and wages for sta#. church
would manage the schools, hire and supervise thi¢ ahd

make up the deficit of the school’s budget to comests such
as clothing, travel expenses and food. Chootlaaimdichool in
Carcross remained in operation until 1969. The desidential
school for Yukon students was in Lower Post anah'tlidose

until 1975. School-aged children were forcibly takaway
from their families, travelling from Dawson and Msmhide,
First Nations kids stood in the back of an opewrlstouck and
spent all day being transported down the road wo@a school
in Carcross, making two ferry crossings before deil were
built along the Mayo Road. Family members left behivere
bereft. Parents and siblings and grandparents neagbroken.
As it was told to me, even the dogs were sileng tlogs
stopped howling because the children were gone.

Those who remained behind in the villages oftenggfied
with violence and addictions. Social workers toterh they
would go to jail if they didn’t send their kids tesidential
school. On June 11, 2008, Prime Minister Stepherpétade-
livered what many believe was a long-overdue apoldde
said, “...the policy of assimilation was wrong...”

Mr. Speaker, what we as legislators have a respiihsi
to do is to dismantle that very wrong policy ofiaskation —
the policy of assimilation that remains embeddedun school
system, our legal system and our social servigeoreses.

To better understand and respect First Nationst, pes
can turn to the pages of JJ Van Bibber's book aadnl from
his stories. JJ Van Bibber’s stories cover more thrae genera-
tion. His mother raised a family of 14 childrenvéry practical
story that resonates follows in this brief excefpihen we
were just pups, she would make a kind of a basltebbbirch
bark with a little seat on it, and she would casyaround in
that while she would work in the bush. She woukt jace you
in there with a flannel blanket and where you wosiid she
would put down some fresh moss on some birch bisirk.
brother, Alex, always said it was the Indians thaented dis-

him: “Boys, you're going to run into some rough taudes in
your life. One of them is being an Indian. You'lways be
Indians too, all your life. You keep your head una de proud
to be an Indian.” Yes, we were on the fence, yai"s&] Van
Bibber’s stories give a very personal flavour tok¥n residen-
tial school history: “We were always hungry. Thayelw how
to feed you just enough to keep you alive. We lieedstews
— tough, tough old meat.” JJ went on to describée‘were so
hungry all the time. We’d drink lots of water toegeour stom-
achs full, but you drink that much water and somet you'd
wet the bed.

“He’d beat you for that, Johnson did. For anyditttason
at all, he’d beat you to death. He was the heatlehostel. He
beat the girls too, my sister Mary told me. Yedinkon had a
piece of hose, stiff canvas hose a few feet lond lzeid beat
you, but never where anybody could see it.” Andidizhes
that story by telling us about his brother and sarhthe older
boys thinking it wasn’t right that old Johnson waesating the
little kids half to death.

“When Johnson took some little kid into his offiogom
for a beating, they all went up there after him aedt Archie
in and said they'd back him up. So Archie walkedom him
and told him right there he should stop beatingheipless
kids.” JJ later describes how a bout of tubercsldgot pretty
bad with all the bad nourishment and the cold. Thesy four
children that year.” A Mountie made a detour witis klog
team to let JJ’s father know that JJ's sister Helexs about
ready to pass on. His father went to the hostel lanodight
Helen, who was nothing but bones, home to die. “Amd
pulled all of my brothers and sisters out of scheradl none of
us ever went back.”

In the prologue of the book, JJ Van Bibber givesditrto
Trondék Hwéch'in heritage department for gettinmistarted
telling stories. They wanted all the stories towgith the pic-
tures he had taken over the years, starting froildredod. The
photos and illustrations add much to the book, eapg for
younger readers.

Another project launched by Tr'ondék Hwéch'in citis
was the K’'anacha Scrapbook Project, which resttiegh ex-
hibit, “Where are the Children: Healing the Legaé\Residen-
tial School” and the scrapbookinding Our Way Home:
Tréhuhch’in Nawtr'udéh’a. The scrapbook and legacy exhibit



December 5, 2012

HANSARD

1875

were displayed at Déanoja Zho Cultural
K’anacha/Taking Care of Ourselves group was starteiP98

by a small group of residential school survivorsowdvere

ready to break the silence in the community regardhe leg-
acy of the residential school. Its aim was to tahers under-
stand and also to ensure that the stories of mesadleschool

were not lost over time.

| want to contrast two things. In 1885, tlmelian Actwas
amended to prohibit religious ceremonies, sucthapbtlatch,
dances, ceremonies and festivals, thereby oppoessiditional
means of grieving, healing and celebrating and taaimg
social structure. In contrast, in 200®nding Our Way Home
was published and distributed by the Tr'ondék Hwi@chirst
Nation. The K'anéaché project model of leadershipoisted in
the medicine wheel, an indigenous concept.

Emotional leadership — the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in citizse
acknowledge the impact of the government and thecties’
actions removing children from their families andpdving
them of their culture. One person saw a need falifgin the
community; then many asked for, gave and receivgipat
for one another.

Mental leadership — Tr'ondék Hwéch’in heritage work

ers, lawyers and counsellors helped citizens wigtohical re-
search and remembering acts of resistance. Thereeckddren
setting snares for rabbits, speaking Han, parentig to the
bishop, the principal, or the Indian agent to asktheir chil-
dren’s return to their family and community. Theoject rec-
ognized the intergenerational effects of the deofatulture.
The mental and emotional knowledge contributedwel$, to
the physical and spiritual aspects of the project.

Physical leadership — collecting photos that turimed a
book, published in 2009, creating the “Where ase@hildren?
Healing the Legacy of Residential School” exhilitich was
displayed at the D&noja Zho Cultural Centre, antbniek
Hwéch’in held a welcome home ceremony in May 2047all
of the children who left Dawson to attend Indiasidential
school, a celebration to acknowledge healing inThendék
Hweéch’in traditional territory.

Finally, spiritual leadership — developing withirhet
community a sense of belonging, honouring the gtremand
resilience of survivors, acknowledging that theidkeof culture
had an effect on all First Nation families, anddiiog ceremo-
nies to acknowledge healing — not just the one awfbn
City, but the Committee on Abuse in Residential @& con-
ferences and the aboriginal healing conference.

Turning again to the school system, a very curegample
of an aboriginal model of learning is the new Hiij&mith
school growth plan, which has been developed viighgoal of
building character education in the school. Theostlgrowth
plan is based on a First Nation model of four caakies: be-
longing, generosity, independence and mastery. el'vatues
set the foundation of learning conditions that designed to
improve social responsibility outcomes for all stots. The
values of belonging, generosity, independence aastery also
correspond to the physical, emotional, mental apiditsal
components of the medicine wheel.

Centre.

Before | close, | would like to encourage Yukon'snidter
of Education to look beyond the convergence of erasand
First Nations traditions, which the Member for Cepgelt
North spoke about, to a bolder step. | ask the stenito sup-
port the concept of an aboriginal school modelorimfed by
First Nations pedagogy and offering First Natiomsriculum
to all students.

There are a number of initiatives on the natiotad)s that
fit with the motion that we're debating and that iith my
support of an aboriginal school model. Over the pasber of
years, the Council of Ministers of Education, Camdhs fo-
cused resources on an aboriginal education actem guided
by three pan-Canadian objectives: sharing besttipeacin
aboriginal education; strengthening the capacityefiddence-
based decision-making; and addressing teacheiingaissues
in aboriginal education.

The First Nations model informed by First Natioredp-
gogy and offering First Nations curriculum would diéferent
from adding small bits of First Nations history anuture in a
western-based school system. First Nations govemntsmend
First Nations educators point out that such anighw school
model would benefit non-native and First Nationadsnts
alike. Adopting JJ Van Bibber's book,was born under a
spruce tregis well worth doing. It's a strong curriculum re-
source for any model of education. As | have spokeout in
my brief time this afternoon, the Trondék Hwéchiesource,
Finding Our Way Homeis also a good resource as well as
other books that members have spoken of, sudPaesof the
Land, Part of the Water

I hope that all members on both sides of the Hawidle
support this motion and pass it unanimously. Thic@f Op-
position will continue to advocate for an inclusigducation
model that is open to larger possibilities, whitelspoken
about today, for all of our students to succeesthbol. Thank
you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my pleasure to rise today to
speak to this motion, and | thank the Member fauridike for
bringing forward this motion for debate here today.course,
the motion itself is a relatively straightforwardtion and very
short in content, but it does allow us to have @aber discus-
sion here today. | would like to thank the MinistérEnviron-
ment for his input into the debate this afternobknow that
First Nation education is something he is very jmesge about,
and | was pleased to allow him to take the spoafounlimited
amount of time to provide his insights. Again, like to thank
him for bringing that forward. As | did before, oday in the
House here, | did lend my copy bfvas born under a spruce
tree to the Sergeant-at-Arms, and he quickly read tioit,
and earlier today | lent it to the Member for Pallisutlin, and
he is just about to give it back to me.

So thank you very much for that to the Member felly?
Nisutlin. I'll get my copy back to you so you caoraplete it at
a future time.

Maybe what | would like to start with is readingttedi-
cation in this book. What that states — and I'llotgs “This
book is dedicated to all the grandchildren, greandchildren
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and those yet to come. You are the reason forpttagect, for
the sparkle in Grandpa’s eye, the song in his veaicd the
breath in his mouth organ.”

| mean, it's a very poignant dedication. | unfosrteiy did
not have the opportunity to meet JJ Van Bibber blutourse,
over the past while, | feel like I've had the opjpmity to get to
know him, not only from the words on the paperhis ook,
but attending a number of the launches of this beek guess
sort of a pre-official launch that happened durthg Geo-
science Forum and then the official launch at tke Fre Hall
that happened more recently.

I would like to echo some of the other members yoda
thanking those who contributed to and supportesl finoject,
starting with Niall Fink for his perseverance, patie and skill
as the acknowledgments in the book say; Shane VtareBfor
the illustrations; Pat Van Bibber Sr., Steve Varbli#r and
Clara or Sis Van Bibber for supporting Grandpa piddect.

A number of other individuals that I'm just going take a
moment to recognize — Laurel Parry, Jo de Beaudfapen
Dubois, Jackie Olson and Lulu Keating “who helpesl ta
shape our family’s vision for this project and fing enthusi-
astic cheerleaders especially when there was rovafers;
David Neufeld, Teresa Earle, Yukon Archives, thenownity
of Dawson City and a very special thank you wasedsfor
those who provided generous financial support tliclg the
Klondike Placer Miners Association, Rob CarpenteKami-
nak Gold Corporation, Steve Van Bibber, Sue Craid Bill
Harris of Northern Freegold Resources, David Nelifld Joy
Waters, Raymond Caley and Leo Twordick.”

I think those individuals who were acknowledgedttie
book did a tremendous job of bringing this forwardd just to
repeat Shannon Van Bibber’s contributions to thisl know
that the copy of the book that | have that was guresd to me
by the Member for Klondike is autographed by Shanaad
she is such a tremendous and enthusiastic suppdrtieis pro-
ject that | can’t thank her enough. | know whenwere at the
launch at the Old Fire Hall she came and spokbddvtember
for Klondike and | and recognized the cooperatioat twe're
showing between our two parties and two individualgvork-
ing together to make this book part of the Yukohost cur-
riculum. So again a big thank you to Shannon fbro&lher
hard work in making this book a reality.

When we spoke at the Old Fire Hall and | was joired
the Member for Klondike actually emceed the evemd the
Member for Kluane and the Member for Porter Creekts
were also in attendance at that event. | had tip@rognity to
speak after a former Cabinet minister from theserdbers, Mr.
Archie Lang. It's always difficult to follow Archigvhen you're
speaking, but | have to say it is one of the femes where I've
stepped up to the podium and had to raise the pticiee in
order to speak, so hopefully Archie is listeningl drknow he
took liberty to take a couple digs at me that engnso I'll take
a couple back with those remarks.

On the personal side, my wife and | did purchasaraber
of books to use as gifts, not only for friends &aahily, but I'll
use them as well for visiting dignitaries. We atijuaent the
first one outside to our nephews; Thomas Leslie Robtert

Lesliein Calgary will be enjoying this book, and | knohat

they'll find the stories as interesting as the Ywlahildren find

them. They are tremendous young men with a strgiguee

to learn, and as | said, | hope they enjoy the ba®knuch as
those in the Yukon do.

Some of the commitments that I've been able to npake
viously are, of course, during education debatek thie Mem-
ber for Klondike — every Yukon school library witlave a
copy of this book in it, and we have started thecpss for in-
clusion into the Yukon curriculum. Some of the Ettifat |
obviously do outside of the Legislature — | do edbresearch
into what other jurisdictions are doing with theucation —
and | came across quotes from President Obama wenNmer
4, 2009. He at that time said and | quote: “Itfedito stop just
talking about education reform and start actuathynd it.” |
think that really epitomizes what my vision is feducation in
the Yukon, not just education reform, but when ames to
closing the gap that exists between First Natioth maon-First
Nation Yukoners.

Recently we signed the memorandum of understantding
develop an education action plan and that was tnerahip
between Canada, Yukon and a number of Yukon FiasioNs.
Many individual chiefs signed on to that. | thirkgives us an
opportunity to move forward and honour what the .\P&si-
dent said where we have to quit just talking alibase issues
and start actually doing it and developing theaacplans that
we need to do. What this agreement with our pastpesvides
for is a long-term strategic action plan for Fikdtions’ life-
long learning process with priority on the kindetga to grade
12 systems. Aspects of lifelong learning includelyeahild-
hood development, post-secondary and adult educabio
plan is worth the paper it's written on unless ¢éhare perform-
ance indicators. | think that is something very amant that
we need to incorporate into that document when weenfor-
ward on it.

I know many of my colleagues have spoken about soime
the initiatives underway in the Department of Edigsa I'll
touch briefly on a few of them. Of course, we spakeut the
MOU. I'd also like to just backtrack a little to sterday’s edu-
cation debate and some of the ideas brought forwgrdhe
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin aroundogether Today for Our
Children Tomorrowand celebrating the signing of the first land
claims, and of course some of the UFA chaptersdahagenter-
ing their 18" year anniversary next year, including the YESAA
— the implementation of YESAA and the developmeithe
YESA board.

So 2013 marks a number of important milestones. I'm
pleased that for Education Week we can put in eméht® cele-
brate Yukon First Nations and build Education Wee&und
aspects that include that. So again, we're exditeshove for-
ward with that in April as the key theme to the Eation Week
for 2013 here in the Yukon.

Of course, partnerships with Yukon First Nationsthe
Department of Education has worked with a numbeFicdt
Nations to develop formal partnerships, agreement$ ac-
companying workplans to move the desired progrargnoih
First Nations into Yukon schools. The Trondék HWég First
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Nation partnership projects have been spoken aberg this
afternoon.

for Pelly-Nisutlin accompanied me — at that evenptesent
her with that award in her home community in e&8gptem-

I know the Minister of Environment spoke about dualber. For those members who don’t know Doris’ acclishp

trades exploration and working in partnership withe
Tr'ondék Hwéch’in, Yukon College and Robert Serv&ehool
to explore the feasibility of dual trades weldingucse and
camp accreditation — in which school staff, Firsttidns Pro-
grams and Partnerships unit and the curriculum diraare
working with Trondék Hwéch’in staff to create awee and
assessment framework for TH camp courses, sudmsaadint,
first fish and plant use. Staff, of course, workotigh each
course as it comes up and by the 2013-14 schoo| syealents
will be able to gain credit for this work.

ments, over a number of years — of course, most beesn
would know the story of Chief Isaac and taking tfalitional

songs and stories of the Trondék Hwéch'in to Asluring

the gold rush to preserve and protect them. D@éntsyears
traveling back forth.

My understanding is she’s not all that fond of drp&dnes
but, nevertheless, persevered and travelled badkfaith to
Alaska to repatriate those stories, songs and dartevas a
tremendous privilege and honour for me, as Minisfededuca-
tion, to present her with the Council of Federatigaracy

Other discussions, again about embedding Tr'ondélward. Again, that's something done through thenfees

Hwéch’in culture in school, are also ongoing. | wnahe
Member for Klondike referenced my commitment tottia

Hansard earlier. Of course, alternative programming that's

occurring — Robert Service School is working onniifging
issues facing students from TH and non-TH famitiest are
having attendance and success problems. Thesedmayill
be discussed with the staff, council and TH andtsduad long-
term solutions will be identified and implementesi appropri-
ate.

| guess one of the aspects, again, mentioned biyitre-
ber for Klondike on that has been the ILC, or Indiial Learn-
ing Centre, resources that have been reallocatédinwihe
school to that. I'm excited about those opportesitand build-
ing on those opportunities as we move forward.

Residential school resource development — Tr'ondék

Hwéch’in has developed some resources on the rdgte
school experience and our First Nation partnership will
discuss how this might be part of a course thateMeoking to
develop. | know we have spoken at length about wheip-
pening with the residential school curriculum ang desire to
have that in place for the fall of 2013-14 and,iaghuilding
upon the success that the Northwest Territories Mndavut
are enjoying today with their residential schoalsriculum. |
know there have been a number of discussions abfffuéals
level on how we can build upon that work and adapd a
Yukon-based residential school curriculum. Againthink
that’s an important story that we need to tell andmportant
story that we need to tell all of our students, just those of
First Nation ancestry, but indeed all students vane in the
Yukon education system.

We have a number of other initiatives that are nndg
within the Department of Education, such as thetRitations
Education Commission; there is First Nation languegsearch

MOUs with Simon Fraser University and UBC. We spoke

about the residential school curriculum and what lbeen done
on that so far. There are plans for new resourcesvee're
looking to roll that out. There are a number ofatiént partner-
ships that take place.

One thing | don’t think I've had the opportunity ahe
floor of this House to do yet is to congratulate tfiukon’s
winner of the Council of the Federation literacyaad; and
that's elder Doris Roberts, from the Tr'ondék HwéelFirst
Nation in Dawson City. | had the pleasure — andNtesnmber

office, and | thank him also for allowing me thepoptunity to
present that in Dawson City in September.

I have had the opportunity to review this motiors. &tes-
tament to the cooperation that | enjoy with the Ndemfor
Klondike, | have proposed an amendment, and I'mmgdb
move that amendment now. | have discussed this cmemnt
with the member opposite and, | believe, as ofegrésty, we
were both fine with it.

Amendment proposed

Mr. Kent: I move

THAT Motion No. 247 be amended by:

(1) adding the words “to explore options” after therd
“Education,” and
(2) adding the words “for the 2013-14 school yeaiter
the word “curriculum”.

| do have copies of the amendment for all membéthe
Legislature here today.

Speaker:  Order please. We've made a small change to
the wording in the amendment. The first one readsdtding
the words ‘to explore options’ after the word ‘Edtion,’..." It
will now read the phrase ‘Minister of Education.”

It has been moved by the Minister of Education

THAT Motion No. 247 be amended by:

(1) adding the words “to explore options” after tilease
“Minister of Education;” and

(2) adding the words “for the 2013-14 school yeaiter
the word “curriculum”.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'll be brief with this. Perhaps what |
could do is read out for members what the motioaraended
will read like.

“THAT this House urges the Minister of Educatione-
plore options to adopt the JJ Van Bibber memiowas born
under a spruce treeas part of Yukon’s education curriculum
for the 2013-14 school year.”

Why I've added that and worked with the Member for
Klondike on the amendment is of course there isoagss that
we have to follow for adding resources or coursea turricu-
lum. When someone wishes to introduce a partia@source
into a curriculum, the curriculum consultant reviethe re-
source. Once approved it is then brought to Regso8ervices
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to assess whether or not the funds exist to puectias re-
source. If the budget exists for purchasing theues, it can

Mr. Tredger: I'm a little concerned at exploring op-

then be added as a recommended resource. Whenoal schtions and also the timeline, and that might seeniradictory,

wishes to introduce a course that falls outsiderdgalar cur-
riculum a course proposal must be submitted foiere\by the
department curriculum committee. Once approves dailed a
“department authorized course”. This most oftenpless at the
secondary level where credits are earned for cowsk.
When an outside organization wishes to presenthodis, the
department must assess whether or not the presentatp-
ports the curriculum. Once approved, the departrtaoks at
whether funds exist to support the presentation.

As | mentioned earlier, the work has already sthttein-
troduce this book into the school curriculum. | ¥nas part of
the 20 percent locally developed curriculum, a heacthe
Member for Klondike mentioned from Robert Serviash&ol
has already begun work on incorporating it into liwal cur-
riculum there.

| think we need to follow the process to guard agadther
books that aren’t appropriate being introduced th®curricu-
lum. | think it's very important that processes aet out and
that we follow them. | know members of this House eer-
tainly committed to doing this, and | want to justd again,
briefly, from the book and some of JJ’'s words ia gnologue. |
will conclude with this. This is a wish of JJ's tHaas Educa-
tion minister, want to ensure that we honour. I\wribe Mem-
ber for Klondike feels the same. Just before |, tl would
like to thank the Member for Klondike for bringirthis for-
ward and for his commitment to this project on bebé&the
Van Bibber family.

| have to say | have enjoyed working with him aedrh-
ing from his experience on education initiativesg & will en-
joy continuing that work over the next year. Quyckiere’s the
quote, and it starts here: “They’re making a bobkw me.
Yah, it's going in all the schools so the kids dearn about
how we lived in the old days. They call it oral tbiy. They
want all my stories written down before | go.”

So it's certainly my intent to honour those wisladslJ
Van Bibber and, of course, his family, and bring timto the
school curriculum.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
to this motion as amended. | want to talk about Wém Bibber
as a person.

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
not the motion as amended. Please restrict iteavibrds of the
amendment.
Leader of the Third Party, on the amendment.

Mr. Silver:
ment. Like the Minister of Education has alreadglid¢ated, |
was aware of this amendment, and | am also veryeawfathe
minister’s intent here. | have no problems with tbeording
of the motion, as the original intent of the motisrstill valid
and still intact. | am convinced of the ministeirgentions to
get this into the curriculum, so | will support thmendment.

| don’t have much to say on the amend-

but what is needed here — if | can paraphrase sine stuff
| learned while reading the book — is to take adagea of our
opportunities. We don’t need to explore optionsvaa Bibber
and his family have given us a wonderful opportunithat
book should be — from talking to everyone — in thericu-
lum. What this points out is that for many years hese had
good ideas. We stop and we explore options. Wertiakeen
taking the risks and we haven’t been taking therchs.

What is needed is a strategy that allows commusnéied
schools and teachers to have input into our cdtiouso that
when we come up with something it doesn’t becomadhoc
solution, but becomes integrated into the currigulltoo have
faith in the Minister of Education. | trust him. \Aththis book
needs, more than to look into the options, is amghan —
someone in the system who will take a risk, whd it this
book forth and put forward the history, meaning amtént of
JJ Van Bibber.

This is an important point. We have an opportunitgs, it
will take hard work; yes, it's going to take sonmgenuity; it
may take some adaptation. But the process of guittiis book
into the curriculum will help other resources atget into the
curriculum. The Minister of Environment mentionelings
from 40 years ago. We have known for 40 years,esir@
gether Today for Our Children Tomorrowhat it is critical for
our children to have our history, our culture and walues in
our schools.

The First Nation people have been patient. Thet Nes
tion people have worked together. People in ourmanities
have been patient and working. The Van Bibber familt this
book together, with their energy and their resosirtieis a gift.
Let us take advantage of that opportunity.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
today on the amendment.

Today on the motion | indicated a few questionsan-
cerns that | had originally about the process &edMinister of
Education did outline that process as well, so duite happy
to see this amendment come forward. | think itrgiteens the

| just wanted to speak very briefly

| appreciate the opportunity to speak motion and pays due respect to the existing preseimt are

in place.

I think it's important for us in the Legislature identify
this as something that is very important and ideritiis as
something that we want to see eventually end upercurricu-

Members are speaking to the amendment,um' but it's something that we are asking for, dmtating to

the process. | think adding the words “to explgodans” gives
the minister the flexibility to engage properly tine process
and respect that process so that those involvddowikble to
undertake the work they need to do to make sutehisenters
the curriculum in a proper way.

Then again, the second point is that I'm happye® that
the 2013-14 school year is identified, because tvenhave
some certainty for members through this Legislatina we
can expect to see this in fairly short order a2biE3-14 school
year is actually fast approaching. | think thasthimendment
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strengthens the motion and | hope that my commedmsit the
process can somewhat assuage the Member for Matgbiira
around his concerns about this amendment. Thibadsitare-
specting the process and about providing a bittaheline for
the minister to work with. As we’ve heard, the maier is
committed to this. | appreciate the amendment rsebnaught
forward.

Speaker:
the amendment?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just want to also — to my fel-
low colleague, the Minister of Environment — what lad to
say. | just wanted to get across the fact that imgrikogether
with the process on the friendly amendment — | tiksee that
in this House, so thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:
the amendment?
Amendment to Motion No. 247 agreed to

Speaker:
main motion as amended?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
little too quickly — | appreciate the opportunity $peak on the
motion as amended.

| want to talk about Mr. Van Bibber as a person btidnk
it would be appropriate to talk about his memoahrd James
Van Bibber, known by all as “JJ”, was born undepeauce tree
on the banks of the Macmillan River on Septembet320.
His mother, Eliza, a First Nation woman from Aiskilwvas on
her way to Russell Post for supplies at that tiis.father, Ira,
was a prospector from West Virginia. Together they 14
children — seven boys and seven girls, of whickwvas child
number 9.

JJ is survived by brothers Alex and Pat, Sr., iskath-
leen, Lucy and Linch. He was pre-deceased by bretAbe,
Dan, Archie, George, Theodore, and sisters Letay, Mad
Helen. The Van Bibbers were raised on Mica Creekthan
Pelly River near Pelly Crossing. The family didelion the land
in his early days and JJ spent many years trapwitly his
brothers. One of the humorous stories | read alwasthow the
children came to school in Dawson and members bBpoken
about this already. His parents put them on a &gin Pelly
and floated them down the river with the oldestccbieing the
one in charge. The parents figured there was nat foipaying
for boat passage when the river would carry theerettany-
way.

| tried to imagine what it must have been like persd
three days with your siblings rafting down the rite Dawson
to go to school, far away from your home and famgadrom
your parents. As a parent myself, | cannot imagereding my
sons off like that — different times.

the death of a sister, JJ left school at age 12sufmsist, he
hunted and trapped in the winters, and in the susiime grew
a garden and cut wood. He left home at 16 and gob as a
longshoreman, then drove Caterpillar tractors atKe

He was in the Dawson area cutting wood when herfiet
Clara Taylor, a Dawson girl herself. In fact, itsvan the river
where he met Clara Taylor, at 12 Mile. JJ would &¢lleast
three versions of the story about how they met, \at is

Does any other member wish to be heard orcommon in all of them is that he knew right off thet that she

was the one for him. Their marriage was indeednapiiation
to all. They had a true partnership together.

They were married for 62 years. JJ and Clara had fo
children; one daughter and one son are still livifigeir clan
has expanded to welcome grandchildren and greatdgna-
dren. He is predeceased by his wife Clara of 62sydds son,
Pete; his daughter, Eleanor; his grandson, Redatber Ira;
mother Eliza. He is survived by his son Steve; tiéergClara;

Does any other member wish to be heard orgrandchildren, Doug, Vince and Nadine, Andrew araividn,

Steve and Shane and Shannon, Lori, Fred and Leawkehis
great-grandchildren are Kathleen, Brandy and J&hkdnia, JJ,
Dustin and Joshua, Jamie, Kirstin, Curtis and Aljsfiannis,

Does any member wish to be heard on thdsis, Dillon and Tamara and Kyle and Charles.

He later logged on the McQuesten River and themabpe
a trading post at Moose Creek on the Macmillan RiVéith

As | was saying when | jumped up a the fur industry in decline, and the road netwdriftimg traffic

off the rivers, he again proved how adaptable he.wde
worked at United Keno Hill Mines and tried his haatdplacer
mining on the McQuesten and later mined for Lorms$k then
mined on Clear Creek in the 1980s.

During the war, as alluded to by other membersthems
Alex, Dan and Archie all volunteered. After a fayndonsid-
eration of the risks, JJ was asked to stay homehig\brother
Dan told him, “No use in all of us getting killettou stay
home.”

So JJ stayed behind and looked after the familyjoiiteed
the Northern Pacific Rangers,"38ompany, which is known as
the Canadian Rangers today — the eyes and eahe afotrth.
JJ was proud of this contribution throughout His. IAt the age
of 13, JJ got a small camera. It was a Jiffy Ko8ak16 that
he bought at a shop in Dawson, and thus begaiVesdf pho-
tography. This would result in an impressive andhgelling
record of his travels, adventures, his way of ldied the people
he met along the way. Clara also shared his lovghotogra-
phy and together their pictures reflect their activnd amazing
life together.

One of the quotes | read stated, “Seems like | oztyem-
ber the stories | have pictures from.” Remembeged prolific
photographer, JJ began taking pictures at age é3lddated a
vast store of photographs to the Tr'ondék Hwéclrir2003,
and in 2005 saw some of them mounted as the sumlisgay
at the gathering room at the local cultural cenftiigat display
is now part of a binder that is available for viegiat that cen-
tre.

Among the many stories JJ liked to tell was the where

So indeed the Van Bibber children attended school ihe was alone in the bush in the middle of a colpsiHe was

Dawson City where they stayed at St. Paul’'s Hostiéer what
| can only describe as a terrible experience irskhncluding

travelling by dog team and was checking his trajfesgot stuck
near a frozen waterfall and thought, “Oh my, I'mirgpto have
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to build a camp for the night.” With only the nceth lights
and the moon to light his way, he settled in tonspba cold
night, but he eventually heard the yelps and traesnother
dog team and was surprised and pleased to look gpéd his
brother Dan come into view.

ing collections of historical photographs capturangay of life
most Yukoners can only imagine. The wonderful insagem-
bined with JJ’'s words tell a unique and unforgdéalukon
story that is all the more compelling becausetit®. Part ad-
venture story, part romance, part historical tegthd was born

This story symbolizes the Van Bibber way of how-sur under spruce trees a compilation of JJ's best storytelling.

vival, love and skill intertwine as a way to liviéelto the fullest
and appreciate each other. We are here to remejdbend to
celebrate his life and his legacy. He had the gfiftooking at
life as a series of adventures and opportunities tould be
achieved through hard work and imagination.

JJ loved who he was. He was proud of his heritageé his
family was everything to him.

| think the Van Bibber name will live up to itsdtir years
to come. There are many Van Bibbers living in Yukoday,
young and old, making their own impact on the pedpley
meet and the territory in which they live.

I have the pleasure of having a Van Bibber staffriner
working for us in Tourism and Culture. Shannon \Bbber is
not only an exceptionally dedicated employee, wagkvery
hard for us at Tourism and Culture, but she seamsatve a
profound belief in her family name and has workieeldssly
on JJ's book launch. | suspect that Shannon islas & person
as JJ was. | cannot think of a finer role modelyfoung Yuk-
oners. JJ, Shannon and the Van Bibber family reptethose
values that we would all do well to uphold: lovepanitment,
determination, perseverance in the face of adyetsitrd work
and reliability.

Last Wednesday evening | had the pleasure of attgnd
the Whitehorse launch ¢fwas born under a spruce tree the
recently published memoir of JJ Van Bibber. The Memfor
Klondike emceed the event. Previous Cabinet merabdra
friend of JJ's, Archie Lang, said some very kindreég about
his conversations with JJ. It is so very clear ®ttmat this man
not only had a profound effect on the people heecemtontact
with but also on the entire Yukon. Several of mybi@at col-
leagues were also there, including the MinisteéEmfironment,
Minister of Highways and Public Works and the Miaisof
Education. | want to acknowledge that the MLA fdokdike
was also the master of ceremonies and the MLA foul
Lorne provided music along with fiddler Boyd Benjam

As | mentioned earlier, JJ's long-time friend arwinfier
Community Services minister, Archie Lang, was alsere to
share his memories of JJ and the family. For allothere, it
was an evening to honour and celebrate the lif&Jdfan Bib-
ber, who like his brothers and sisters, speakshi®mgeneration
of tough and self-reliant individuals who helpedfine the
spirit of the Yukon.

The same can be said for JJ's wife Clara, a rerbéka
woman whose strength, independence and beauty aveie-
spiration for JJ for 61 years. In a video produbgdNorthern
Native Broadcasting that was shown at the laungtspdke of
his love for Clara and how after her passing he atasloss.

What renewed JJ's spirit was the interest in thetgh
graphs that he took throughout his life. Clara was an avid
photographer and, as | alluded to, fiercely pravecof her
camera. In JJ and Clara’s images we see one ofitisé amaz-

At the launch | was reminded again of how enricbed
lives are in Yukon by the stories of our elderss bbok pro-
vides a record of the way people lived in the past time
before roads and telephones, when people travbiedater,
by foot or by dog sled.

JJ has left an enormous legacy to his family. tbsies re-
count Yukon’s history, a life lived well and withugpose, a
curiosity, a confidence and the knowledge that aodk and
genuine appreciation for family and friends carph@ercome
life’s obstacles. With this book, JJ's legacy exteteyond to
the wider Yukon public. The book represents the pas the
present; First Nation and European sensibilitieexemplifies
the Yukon spirit of exercising skills and acknowgedy that
wealth and happiness exists in terms of a life Virad. | can’t
think of any other better reason for school stusi¢mtread and
enjoy this book.

JJ’s parents, Eliza and Ira Van Bibber, instilledtheir
children incredible self-confidence and self-retian JJ Van
Bibber and his brothers were extraordinary men algh the
inevitable ability to succeed at pretty much anyghthey set
their minds to.

It's important to note that trapping in the bushwinter
and booming logs near Dawson City in the summer ytiung
JJ Van Bibber moved effortlessly from one line afrlwto an-
other. The bush was home for the Van Bibber brsthed they
thrived there, in spite of a few hair-raising talefssurvival.
What many of us would consider epic or extreme @otgur-
suits were all in a day’s work for JJ and his beogh

JJ had abundant natural gifts, not only in the erihgss,
but also in the world of modern industry and maekinHe
outwitted his boss, Ed Kimbel, while repairing at @ar the
first time, and had the innate ability to read Weger so his log
booms wouldn’t get trapped on sandbars.

JJ and Clara were flexible and accepting of a cimgng
world and their ability to adapt to new economicaiions was
admirable. When the bottom fell out of the trappmagrket, JJ
and Clara moved on to work in a wage economy. Alwith
this resourcefulness, the book also reveals JJiwesty and
good humour. You get the sense that JJ did noestdbls
gladly but was fair and balanced in his assessmEptople.
He described his bosses at the Dawson sawmillghs-fisted,
but he also credits them for paying him a highegavaéhan
average in recognition of his good work.

I was born under a spruce trae told from JJ Van Bib-
ber’'s perspective as a person whose father wasuoipean
descent and whose mother was First Nation. Whiefdmnily
origin may have impacted how he was defined byadaastitu-
tions — for example, by the education system andniojan
Affairs — it seldom affected his approach to life liow he
viewed others. In fact, JJ would use his familyifage to his
advantage. JJ says in the book, “We always play¢ld fides
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of the fence, whichever side was winning.” He hlag gift of
looking at life as a series of adventures and dppdies that
could be achieved through hard work and imaginatide
loved who he was and he was proud of his heritagefamily.

For Yukoners| was born under a spruce trége a must-
read for learning about the men and women who puait-gold
rush in the Yukon. It was an era when sled and plagls were
essential to survival and when the seasons detedmimow
people made a living. JJ experienced great chaigebe
Yukon way of life — for example, when river traviehnsi-
tioned into roads. This period is marked by indoéglresource-
fulness, innovation and strength and the Van Bibbeave
these characteristics in abundance.

| was born under a spruce trég important to understand-
ing both our past and our present, and we careathl from
JJ's honest and straight-forward optimistic apphotaclife. As
Minister of Tourism and Culture, I'd like to recdga | was
born under a spruce tre@as an important contribution to
Yukon’s social history. | also wanted to mentiomttithe Van
Bibber family is working with Yukon Archives to hawome of
their grandfather's photographs donated to theiaesh This
will be a significant addition to the archives, widJ's photo-
graphs will be preserved and made available faraehers.

The photographs, together with the book, make uman
valuable cultural legacy generations of YukonerB tneasure
for years to come. | support this motion as amended

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
support of the motion as amended. I'd like to thémk Mem-
ber for Klondike for bringing this forward. I'd l&kto acknowl-
edge and recognize the work that was done — everym is
credited with this book — and the work that Shankan Bib-
ber and the rest of the family did in helping britogether JJ
Van Bibber's stories.

I think that really one thing that is notable tawdashould
be recognized is that, while this is the historg #me memoirs
of one man who has a long history in the Yukon -s havery
long life lived in the Yukon — it's also about tlnéstory of a
family who had a lot of influence on the Yukon, fbdtom a
cultural perspective and in terms of a role inet®nomy and
its growth and also influenced it through a lot affildren,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

This is also a book about the Yukon'’s cultural au-
nomic history from a perspective that is really,sime ways,
very unique and, in some ways, very much tellsstoey of the
breadth of Yukon society, because, as a few otHehdvhave
noted, the fact is, as JJ Van Bibber notes in biskbthat he
portrayed himself and his family as “being on teade”, as
being seen by First Nation people as being a whiée and
being seen by white people as being an Indiannktthis is a
story really that should be told and should be regadrukon
students and Yukon schools.

One thing that I'd like to note, as well, in terofsthe fam-
ily as a whole — the Van Bibber family — particuiathe
children of Ira and Eliza, as many of them livedatoery ripe
age and were very tough, long-lived and very kndgéable
about the things they had done. One thing I'd tikeacknowl-

edge, without taking away from JJ, is the fact thédle |
didn’t, unfortunately, have the pleasure of knowddgwell — |
met him, but unfortunately never had a lot of tiwith him.

Spending time with his brother Alex — | had the ogp-
nity to do so on a number of occasions, including thing that
| particularly enjoyed, was at one point in timekén College
was offering, as part of the northern studies @ogfor teach-
ers and others — they had for four successive yeamne of
the options was a boat trip with elders down th&dfuRiver
from Lake Laberge to Dawson. All four of those yeamy
family and | ended up with the contract for the t&exrvices for
that trip, and all of those years, Alex Van Biblers one of the
elders who participated along with others. Redligying the
opportunity not only to hear those stories, bunhbedut on the
river in areas where Alex, in telling his storieswe were of-
ten in the area or nearby where some of theseghiag hap-
pened, and it really provides a unigue perspectige! know |
really enjoyed and appreciated. | think it's fairday that the
others who patrticipated in the trips also founa ¥ery valuable
perspective on Yukon history.

Another thing | think was a good example of therahter
of Alex, in particular, but also of his siblingsaw that during
those years we were going down the river, | believery one
of those years, Alex was the oldest of the eldaeset He
might have, in one year, been the second oldetsipiegh at
that point he would have been, | believe, in his.8@hen the
boat touched ashore, he would be the first ongheffboat to

It's a pleasure to rise here today in grab the rope, and he would say to my father, whsd he

usually rode in: “Come on, Ned. Let's get these mddple off
the boat.”

Another example of those trips that stand out ienwive
were travelling down the river to Ancient Voices that being
up the river from Dawson a bit and run by the Konahefam-
ily — Alex climbed up what is a very high hill bigee camp just
so he could take a picture. There were many otivbrs were
intimidated by the size of the hill and didn’t bethtaking that
long climb. But he wasn’t quite old enough to bénmdated
by a steep hill and, as the Premier noted, heistill.

| want to acknowledge not only JJ but in fact &lthee Van
Bibber family for their contribution that they'vdgyed cultur-
ally and socially and genetically within Yukon setgi.

In looking through the book, | really also enjoyed in
addition to JJ's stories and the very interestiranner that he
had for telling them — looking at some of thesetynies. In
some cases stories that | had previously heard Alax's per-
spective about rafting down the river and whenrtfaher sent
them off on a raft down to Dawson, as | recall Asaying it, a
few people criticized his father for it and wond&nehy he
wouldn’t buy them passage on the steamboat. Hislsvarere
that his father said, “Why would | pay for a tickenh the
steamboat when the river runs for free?” At thanpo think
the oldest on that raft was 13 years old, andnkitine fact that
they not only survived the trip, but prospered years after-
wards really is illustrative of how tough and resmiul they
were.

For those who haven't read JJ's book, | would eragel
them to do so. It is touching in a number of plades funny
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in others and it is interesting all the way throupthink it re-
flects a certain part of Yukon’s history that rga#iveryone
should read.

In reading the book, there were a few excerpts Ithnetd
thought of bringing up in motion debate this aftern. Consid-
ering the time and that | know there are other mensilvho
would like to speak to this motion, | will not reatbst of them,
but | did find it particularly notable as | was ldog at the pic-
ture of the Van Bibber children on the raft headof§ to
school down the river on their five-day trip, flowg down the
river to Dawson. | found it interesting that wheitex talked
about it, he said that as they shoved off the arag when he
was the oldest on the boat, his father startedngetb them as
they left, “Alex, Alex. You might have to stop afte couple of
days and come up to a log jam and add some mosedodf
the raft starts to sink.” Which apparently theyrttad to do.

The story from JJ in his book that | thought wagegin-
teresting was his comments about his history widrre Ber-
ton at school.

Considering we've all tended to hear the storie®iefre
Berton and read his books and come up with a diffeper-
spective, | will read this one section. | mean itmno asper-
sions to Mr. Berton, but | thought the unique siglevhich Mr.
Van Bibber relayed it was quite worthy of recogmiti Mr. Van
Bibber says: “We couldn’t play with the white kidsuch ei-
ther. But we’d play with them at school. Play saftbwith
them and stuff. | used to play with Pierre Bertgou know, the
Great White Author. Yeah. He was pretty close to gngde.
He was a crybaby. | hit him with a baseball bateoridot very
hard, no. It was a privilege to carry the basebat| you see,
and | grabbed it first. He tried to swipe it fronepso | swiped
him back. He cried and | went to the principal’$iad. ‘Did
you hit Mr. Berton with a baseball bat’ he asked f¥es, sir. |
did’, | said. | never-ever thought that would béig deal one
day. But Pierre and | got along pretty good mosthef time.
Yeah. | only beat him up when he really needed it.”

So that story, with a number of other parts of hbek, is
really a very unique and colourful element in Yukbistory.
The pictures in the book of them plowing the fi@dh dogs
hooked up to a plow, of taking a fairly large striof pack dogs
hauling supplies, and the picture in the book eftHowering a
sled down the face of a small glacier are examfies, for
those who have had the pleasures and challengesimf out
on the land, particularly in the winter, and facoiwllenges —
they have an air of familiarity to us but there algo elements
of it, with the equipment they had and the chalEeEnghey
faced, that are beyond anything we've seen in tdgaes.

Many will be aware of the fact but it's worth nagifior the
record here in this Assembly that, as noted on fd&tyeand
125 of JJ Van Bibber’s book, the Van Bibber fantigd owned
the point at Pelly Crossing and, when the steansbaait run-
ning and Selkirk died, their father stepped up dedded all
that point that Pelly Crossing is sitting on to theive people
saying, according to JJ, “We don’'t need that latittre’s
gonna come a time when we're going to pay for kegphat
land and we don’t want it on our hands”, so theysed it on.

It's certainly provided a benefit to all of the gd® who live in
that area.

So noting the time, | will conclude my remarks. Isure
the Member for Klondike wants to make some wrappiipg
remarks and perhaps some of the others wish tcksBes |
appreciate this motion coming forward. While ackieniging
and agreeing with statements that have been matléhtére are
other pieces of Yukon literature that really sholbédin Yukon
classrooms so that Yukon students are not unawlatkose
who have gone before them, | think this is a peréeample of
the type of book that should be in Yukon schools.

I would like to, in closing my remarks, express appre-
ciation for the family and express my appreciatomlex and
to Pat Van Bibber for kindly autographing my coply tbis
book. I know I'm going to treasure it for yearsdarknow that
my father, to whom | gave an autographed copy, alsty
much appreciated it.

So, thank you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Silver: I'd just like to begin by thanking all of my
peers today who have spoken on this motion andathend-
ment. Once again, the original intent of this motis still in-
tact, and | will continue, hopefully, working witihne Minister
of Education in developing local curriculum andirigplement
this particular book into the Yukon school currioo.

We have heard some compelling stories and reasots a
why we should do a few things: develop local cudien, to
work on enrolment issues and also to use the ressuhat we
have — our educational professionals in the Fistidsh com-
munities and also other agencies as well. We atswchfrom
the Member for Copperbelt North. I'm glad that hetually
commented on the amendment, as it was really hargklk
whether or not he was going to support this motrbegin
with. He spoke at great length, and | found it hardift out the
relevance to the original motion. For the recorfst want to
state that, yes, there are a lot of other bookshmie. There are
truly a lot of other treasures, and | hope thathaee an oppor-
tunity to hear from the Member for Copperbelt Nomhaybe
on a motion to actually promote other books inte turricu-
lum.

Also, a member opposite, once again, identified tream
not from Yukon. I'm not really sure how that iseeant to the
motion. | also hope that when he attended schoatyrhome
town of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, that the good deayf Nova
Scotia and the people at St. FX didn't keep makivag distinc-
tion. | also wonder if, when he talks to his conshts, he
makes such a big deal of where they were born.a@dyt the
people of Dawson do not. So for the record, on@@rages, |
am from Antigonish, Nova Scotia. | was born thétewever, |
do make my home in Dawson City, and I'm proud typ Seat
that is my home now.

Also, basically, | think everybody here should ey of
their own heritage, including the Member for Copnedr
North, and he should embrace our differences,casne from a
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long line of Klondike MLAs who actually were not tmoin the

Yukon. Mr. Nordick before me was born in Saskatciem

believe. Mr. Jenkins was born in Quebec. | canmgoiatually,

| can't really think of too many premiers who weaetually

born in the Yukon. | have never felt segregateBanvson, and
I know that it never made any difference to JJ whiekvas
born, either.

In closing, | would just like to thank everybody alis
hopefully going to support this motion. | also wamtdo a few
more thank yous that were missed today: Rob Cagpdrdm
Kaminak. He is going to fly any of the Van Bibbevko want
to the Roundup this winter so that they can attiredYukon
Night. | also want to thank Mike Kokiw from the Ghher of
Mines who wants to work on setting up a kiosk a ¥ukon
Night to sell the books. Both of these gentlemesedee a
thank you here at this time.

Last and definitely not least, once again, the Bta of
Education — he’s a little modest when he said hegho a
couple of books; he bought a box of books actu@ly.that
needs to be put on the record as well. | reallyegpte all the
work that he has done on this file. If this motawes pass and
if JJ’s book is placed into the curriculum, then eam all share
in a very important and historic progress in ediocaand also
in multicultural relationships and in locally dewpkd curricu-
lum.

I'm going to leave it at that as we’re running adttime
here. I'd like to thank everybody for their wordslay on this
motion.

Speaker:
keep his final comments to the motion as amendet rent
stray from the subject at hand.

Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Bairr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Speaker:

I'm really happy the member was able to

Mr. Elias:

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion, as
amended, carried.

Motion No. 247, as amended, agreed to

Agree.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Before | entertain a motion from the Gov-
ernment House Leader, in an effort to address ssisua timely
fashion, earlier today during Question Period | madruling
on a statement made by the Member for Mount Lorott&rn
Lakes. To clarify that ruling, had the member netspnalized
his comments, | would have ruled that it was a ulisgetween
members and only a dispute between members.

I would like to thank the members who brought tioisny
attention and that | have the opportunity to mdkarcwhat my
ruling was about, and | apologize for any confusionay have
caused.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:28 p.m.
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