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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Frostbite Music Festival

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
of all Members of the Legislative Assembly to givibute to
the Frostbite Music Festival as Yukoners get reaadselebrate
its 35" festival in February 2013.

In 1979, organizers of the very first Frostbite MuBesti-
val had the creative idea of bringing musiciangaukon in
the dead of winter. Now, 35 years later, Frostbée lay claim
to having brought some of the most exciting actsstiages
north of 60. In Frostbite’s own words: “From ParaghClub to
Ani Difranco, Skinny Puppy to the Rheostatics, e
knows that the music has to be piping hot to skearugh the
darkest depths of winter.”

Frostbite has brought together musicians, collabmrand
inspiration, which has led to lasting relationshgsl the forg-
ing of our very own flourishing music scene. Fristihas es-
tablished itself as a not-to-be-missed event onninéer social
calendar of many Yukoners, as both audience mendosls
volunteers.

Every February, Frostbite signals us together toceda
jam, enjoy and celebrate music and to appreciadatent of
local and visiting musicians. Young artists havadiied from
Frostbite’s vision of developing Yukon’'s emergingices.
Young people feature prominently in events sucthasannual
battle of the bands. Noted for their exuberancesehevents
have spawned some incredible careers. Over thes,yEewst-
bite’s eclectic musicians have delighted audierinesqually
eclectic venues, including clubs, hotels, woodshapgport
hangars, the Yukon Arts Centre and Yukon Collegee Of its
most unique venues was the Ice Palace in Whitelsoosiginal
recreation centre, now the Yukon Transportation édus.

The Government of Yukon recognizes the importaig ro
festivals such as Frostbite play in Yukon commaesitiSince
2005, we have provided $270,000 in operating araepr
funding to this much-loved festival. Today | wantdongratu-
late the Frostbite Music Festival organizers, vtdens, musi-
cians and audiences and the community at larg8¥grears of
fantastic music. We all appreciate the artisticetlence, good
times and vitality your hard work brings to the dgoivukon
winter. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of Dr. Peyman Shoshtari

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, it's a real pleasure
today to rise in the House to pay tribute to arviicdial who,
as recently as noon today, came to see me to infeenthat as
a result of a motion in this Legislature, or sont&amges to
regulations in this Legislature, supported by adinmbbers of the
Legislature, there was an extension in the abitityinterna-
tional doctors to work an additional two yearshie ¥ukon.

It's my pleasure to inform all members that Dr. Papn
Shoshtari just received word this morning that lessed his
Canadian equivalency medical exams and that, apuhet,
now he’s “actually a doctor in the Yukon Territdry.

He doesn't feel that he’'s any smarter than he was t
hours ago when he received the information, but hews le-
gitimately a doctor. Dr. Shoshtari has been a whimember of
the Yukon medical community for the past numberyeérs

I'm pleased to rise today on behalf While studying and practising under a limited liceras a for-

eign-trained doctor. As he said at noon today,detsf10 years
younger than he did this morning at 8:00 a.m. |t@drio make
sure that | thank all members of the Legislatuoe, for their

support in changing the regulation. It's obviouatthlready we
have had results. So | appreciate it all, and cagations to
Dr. Shoshtari from all of us.

Applause
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
Ms. Hanson: | ask the House to join me in welcom-

ing Gus Van Harten to the Legislative gallery andYukon.
Mr. Van Harten is a social professor at Osgoodel Hailv
School and is in Whitehorse for a public forum ba€anada-
China Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agree-
ment at the Frank Slim Building tonight. | believe hdlvalso
be meeting with the CYFN leadership, municipal fickns,
labour, business and representatives from the Dupat of
Economic Development.

| also understand that he had his first dog slegldiperi-
ence earlier today, and | hope that the warm wealia¢ seems
to have accompanied him will stay awhile, so plgaseme in
welcoming him.

Applause

Ms. Stick: I would like to ask the House to join me in
welcoming members of the Yukon Childcare Associgtiio-
cluding Kate Swales. | also would like to introdumee of my
constituents, Donna Swales. Please welcome them.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure and
privilege to welcome two new Yukon residents to tadlery.
They have recently moved to the Yukon from Indigpag of
the nominee program. Please join me in welcomingd8ana
Chinna and Rozlin Brar.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any returns or documents for ta-
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TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling the
annual report of the Yukon Housing Corporation ttoe year
ended March 31, 2012.

Speaker:
for tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 10

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, to the Yukon Legislative
Assembly, this petition of the undersigned shows:

THAT WHEREAS the Yukon is now one of the only re-
gions in North America that remains uncontaminabgdge-
netically modified organisms, or GMOs, in seedpsr or
animals; and

WHEREAS it is very likely that genetically modified
crops, once planted, would cause irreversible harour natu-
ral ecosystems and sustainable farms; and gergtinabified
animals could cause unknown harm to the peoplegdtie
meat;

WHEREAS there is currently no legislation prevegtthe
planting of genetically modified crops in the Yukonthe im-
portation of genetically modified animals;

THEREFORE we the undersigned ask the Yukon Legisla-

tive Assembly to urge the Government of Yukon tbipwlace
a territory-wide ban on the planting of any geredticmodified
seed or the importation of any genetically modifaadmals in
the Yukon.

Speaker:
tion?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Stick: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health anci8b
Services to meet with the Yukon Childcare Associgtias
requested, as soon as possible.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
Mr. Tredger: | would like to introduce the president
of the Yukon Teachers Association, Katherine Maabeycand
an employee of the Yukon Teachers Association, CRodjy.
Applause

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
Chair will rule on a point of order raised yesterthy the Gov-
ernment House Leader.
Yesterday, during second reading debate on Bill 4&.
Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012, the Leader of the Of-

Are there any other petitions for presenta-

Before proceeding to Question Period, the

ficial Opposition said, “There are some Yukon palitns still
involved who are very against the whole procesguion land
claims. Some of them have gone on to bigger aneistings,
but the historic record will show that they neveanted Yukon
land claims. They did not think that Yukon Indiastsould be

Are there any further returns or documentsaccorded that right. That attitude seems to sgllpgoevalent

within the Yukon Party.”

The Government House Leader then rose on a poiot-of
der and said, “Mr. Speaker, you have ruled befbet mem-
bers are supposed to treat each other as honoumatileot to
suggest that someone has a bias against a graqugopfe. To
suggest that the type of attitude the member desdriwhich is
offensive and racist, was present today would o@ytaeem to
be clearly contrary to 19(g). | think she shouldraet and
apologize to this House and to past members ofdiggslative
Assembly.”

The Official Opposition House Leader then intercos
the point of order and said, “My colleague is esgieg opin-
ions based on knowledge that she is aware of, amalld sug-
gest that this is a dispute between members.”

The Leader of the Official Opposition then said,h&T
member opposite implied that | used the word ‘tacisdid
not.”

In raising the point of order, the Government House
Leader made reference to Standing Order 19(g) wéaghs, “A
member shall be called to order by the Speakenaf tmem-
ber...imputes false or unavowed motives to anothenbez.”

In reviewing the statement made by the Leader efQffi-

cial Opposition the Chair does not find that sheitatted a
motive, false or otherwise, to any member. Furtktee, Chair
agrees that the Leader of the Official Oppositi@hribt use the
word “racist”, nor does the Chair feel her commemnglied

racism on the part of any current or former memdiethis

House. To find otherwise would be to assert tha racist for
anyone to oppose First Nations land claims or gaal rights.
These are political issues about which people gre fo dis-
agree.

In the Chair’'s view, what occurred yesterday afbem is
another example of something that has occurred wsdtme
frequency during this Legislative Assembly. To qudétom a
ruling | gave on May 9, 2012: “It is common for mieens,
during the course of debate and during Questioio@eto of-
fer their interpretation of the positions or padisiof parties
other than their own. These characterizations, wiead to be
unflattering, frequently give rise to points of erd

“Procedurally speaking, characterizing a party'8qies or
positions in an unflattering manner is not the sa®eattribut-
ing a false or unavowed motive to another member.”

| went on to say, “Determining the true nature qfaaty’s
policy or position on an issue is a matter for memhto re-
solve through the process of debate, questionsemmbnses. It
is not a matter of procedure on which the Speakerrale.”

All that being said, the Chair would also like wterate a
point he made in ruling on a point of order on @eto31 of
this year. At that time the Chair urged members.toeflect
upon statements they make in the House. While tlstste-
ments may not be out of order, members should densi
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whether they contribute to raising the rhetorieghperature in
the House.”

Members have to realize that, as members of thigsla
tive Assembly, they play a leading role in settthg tone of
political discussion in Yukon. During this sittirthere have
been accusations from both sides of the House dbegin
members or parties are dividing or polarizing Yudim The
Chair believes that all members are honourabledamly their
level best for their constituents and Yukoners.

ancy, with three months’ notice. This prevents tesarom
having the rent increased multiples times in a.year

When it comes to other provisions, of course, wegeha
acted on a number of other areas — future renttholding,
abandoned property — again, speaking to a new @igpsolu-
tion mechanism as well, all of which all tenants saibscribe
to and landlords can adhere to as well.

So we look forward to certainly bringing this aatftuition
and getting on with the regulations and proclaiming act in

However, members need to ask themselves whether tlits entirety.

debate — from both sides of the House — is contiriguto
division and polarization. For example, membersdnteask
themselves whether the public interest is beingexbwhen
they inject into current debates discussions oft paditical
conflicts.

Members of this House, and the general public, reve
pressed a desire for a higher level of order amrden in the
House. At the same time, members want to be fresxpoess
themselves as they wish during proceedings, inctydihen it
comes to criticizing their political opponents. dge members
can appreciate the difficult position that this atess for the
Chair. This position is made more difficult by tfeet that any
intervention by the Chair, either on his own ormiting on a
point of order, will necessarily occur after théeofding words
have been spoken.

The point the Chair wishes to make is that the Chil
do what the Chair can to balance the need for caddrdeco-
rum with the right of members to express themselvédse
Chair looks forward to all members doing the same.

The Chair thanks those members who contributedeto
solving the point of order. We will now proceed viQuestion
Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Affordable housing

Ms. White:
day from a Yukon senior who is poor, afraid andiggting to
keep a roof over her head.

These are her words: “My landlord has sent out &c@o
socking it to his tenants in my trailer park. Heipped the
rents, effective in March, by $50 a month — $60¢ear. I'm
almost frantic about this. When one jacks the rtay all do
it. Landlords by and large just have money signthiir eyes
making it impossible for them to see anything elsgough is a
concept that they do not understand. My pensiotisnat be
able to absorb $600 a year.”

What does this Yukoner do? What supports will tbe-g
ernment provide and what comfort can the governrgeva to
this senior?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
of Yukon has gone ahead with the modernizatioresidential
tenancy legislation, which is up for debate andalvhive have
spent some time on the floor of the Legislatureatialy the
very merits of.

As | have referenced before, the new act does pilianits
on rent increases to one time per year after teeyfear of ten-

That is in fact why the Government

Ms. White: Those words sound very hollow and offer
very little hope. I’'m going to continue with thenail.

| quote: “I'm afraid of what is going to happenrte®. The
only thing | have left to give up is $39 a montfatth pay the
Yukon government to keep extended health benéfitsy rent
goes up, | will have to use that money just to haveof. If all
the seniors who currently have extended health fiierend
have to give it up, the cost to the Yukon governnveould be
enormous. As | have said before, | only have baalde, no
cellphone, and | don't have any perks like voicdnaai my
phone. My car is 13 years old. | don’t smoke onklfi

I will ask the question the senior raised in hena di-
rectly: What can she give up to raise an extra $698ar?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Other options exist for seniors who
are in search of housing here in the Yukon. ThraighYukon
Housing Corporation, the Yukon government has caostd
113 affordable housing units for seniors and eldetbe terri-
tory, including new construction here in WhitehoegeWater-
front Place, construction in the communities of iési Junc-

r tion, Watson Lake, Faro, Teslin and, as recentlfivas years

ago, the 48 suites that were constructed at tHetethvillage
residence in Whitehorse. All members know the plagns
underway for a new 34-unit facility to be built thre site of the
old Alexander Street Residence, so there are aptiois gov-
ernment is putting forward, not only through therkvdone by

| want to read an e-mail | received yester-the Minister of Community Services with respectiie Resi-

dential Landlord and Tenant Act, but also the work done by the
Housing Corporation and the good work done by tbard of
directors there in addressing seniors’ housing si¢lewughout
the territory.

Ms. White: Yukon Housing Corporation can only as-
sist if a citizen qualifies. Again, | will continugith my e-mail
— | quote: “My options? | can put my animals toegeand
apply for seniors housing again, though | would it the
porch and freeze to death with them before I'dthetn down
or give them to strangers. I've already been refu¥ekon
Housing because | am” — and | quote —*“safe’ wher=m
and others are needier. | may have to face the lfation of
going to the food bank. | am right on the edgeavéntoo much
for welfare and not enough to live and stay wartmarik God
for the pioneer grant. | have worked and lived hie trukon
since 1965. | have never received public fundsughowelfare
or El or any other way, and | don’t deserve to b¢hie line at
the food bank.”

If government claims to care and be compassionety,
are Yukoners like this falling through the cracks?
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Hon. Mr. Graham: It's one of the reasons we have a
number of programs in place for seniors in thettay and the
member opposite did mention one, which is the pongility
grant. The pioneer utility grant is also indexdthttwas some-
thing that this government brought in some time. afje also
have the Yukon seniors income supplement, whicgfe&éed to
the guaranteed income supplement from the Goverhmwien
Canada. We are currently looking at making chartgethat
because we are aware that some seniors in the Mogkbabout
$25 a month during the last increase in the GlSysare look-
ing forward to repairing the damage there. We &lawve the

that adequate and affordable housing is of maj@oiance in
the reduction of poverty and for securing employmen

One of the three main goals of this strategy isetluce in-
equities. Yet, the neviResidential Landlord and Tenant Act
does not exclude rental price gouging or evictioithewut
cause. Within the social inclusion lens, is theistar prepared
to recommend to his colleagues that Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act be amended to reduce these inequities?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I've never been accused of being
the sharpest knife in the drawer, but it has takenalmost this
long to understand how the game is played heretas@on

Yukon supplementary allowance, which the Member forPeriod. By the time | answer all the inaccuracieghie little

Riverdale South and | just had a conversation abwatother
day.

Unfortunately it is only for people who qualify feocial
assistance, but we have a number of these progaaailable
and we’re constantly reviewing those programs teues that
they meet the needs of Yukon senior citizens.

Questionre:  Social Inclusion and Poverty
Reduction Strategy

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, the public have this govern-
ment’s Social Inclusion and Poverty Reduction Strategy.
We've been waiting a long time for this. The repeais that
poverty is one of the most obvious factors contiitguto social
exclusion, but it offers no real solutions in théport to reduce
poverty. What we do have is a reiteration of itities already
begun which have not yet reduced our poverty nusibdedo
not see new solutions and | do not see clear tiragland goals
to measure the success.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Servicesl tie
House what new solutions and initiatives this gowsent will
use to reduce poverty and how he will measure trese
cesses?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, |
didn’t bring a copy of thé&ocial Inclusion and Poverty Reduc-

tion Srategy with me today or | would have gone through the

large number of initiatives that have begun inltst couple of
years. This is a strategy that has been three ye#ne making,
Mr. Speaker.

What we announced yesterday and what was produasd
the actual poverty reduction and social inclusitvategy itself.
If the member opposite had time to read the styatge would
have noticed in there that what we're saying nowaeswill get
together with the community advisory committee ihatever
form that takes along with the deputy minister adw com-
mittee that will be formed within the governmentstoategize
and determine what we will do over the next fewrgetn sim-
ple terms, | guess, this is a strategy about he@agthvernment
will move forward in the future and how governmeiepart-
ments will work together to improve the lot of pémpvho are
experiencing poverty in the territory.

Ms. Stick:
a strategy.

Statistics show that 2,484 adults and childrenligiieg in
poverty with under $30,000 a year in the Yukon. &lleknow
that is not enough to care for a family. Rental diog alone
can easily use up half of that income. The repecbgnizes

What | heard was that this is a strategy for

speech that leads up to the question, | don’t hewe to an-
swer the question itself. Then, of course, I'm a&etlof not
being responsive in Question Period.

All I can say is thesocial Inclusion and Poverty Reduction
Strategy was three years in the making. It included a great d
of public consultation. It also set some base dinds. The
department of statistics, along with the three respthat were
produced during the three years, have set some paslelines
for how we will measure the poverty reduction &gyt over
the next two to three years. That's what we're doiwe're
making steps in this area, and we will continuddco.

Ms. Stick: I would have thought that, after three
years, we would have a strategy with goals thatctrer and
measurable — otherwise, how do you manage wherdgait
measure?

Another goal of the strategy is to improve accesgdv-
ernment services. The report recognizes the fasnikeeiving
social assistance report they have challengesisnattea and
that inadequate income is a major issue. Therenargy inno-
vative fiscal solutions out there that have beaven to reduce
poverty: raise the minimum wage, implement a livinage
policy, raise social assistance rates, stop thebaek of child
tax benefit supplements, or pilot a guaranteedrnreoThese
are all initiatives that should be considered ahdu&l have
been in there.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Services aoihto
immediately raising the rates of social assistaod®elp reduce

Wpoverty and guaranteed incomes for people?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again the preamble sounded
to me like an election platform for the New Demdicr&arty.
What this social inclusion and poverty reductioratggy is, as
we said yesterday — and at the press conferenterglay, the
community advisory committee chair also said thatvas a
good start.

It's an excellent place to begin and it clearly limas
where we will go from here. As | said originally,has a clear
baseline where this whole process starts basetheomneports,
based on the statistics that were produced by #partiment
here in the government and we will be able to mesashat
progress we make over the next few years.

As for some of the options mentioned by the menaper
posite, we're not trying to just give away moneypg&ople who
are experiencing these problems. What we're trymglo is
make the system better so that these people admbtand on
their own two feet because if we start providinggdunumbers
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of dollars to them on a monthly basis, what we ddl is en-
courage more dependency and that's what we'regrianget
away from. What we're trying to do is encourage pleao
stand on their own two feet by providing trainitg, providing
all of the other things that we do.

Sorry, Mr. Speaker, | could go on like this for &'l sit
down now though.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
the Minister of Community Services about the Wiiddend
subdivision. Normally, when a subdivision is contelét is
turned over to the City of Whitehorse. In the caé&Vhistle
Bend, that has yet to happen. Can the ministerircorthe new
Whistle Bend subdivision has not yet been turneer @ the
city and can she help explain why?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
much committed to adhering to our commitments urttier
land development protocol agreement that was sthaak in
2004, which provides the authority for the Yukorvgmment
to go in and develop the subdivision. As the mendpgrosite
is fully aware, we have been able to let a numlbdots in the
first phase — over 111 lots — and we are also wagrko ad-
here to our commitments with respect to phase thefdevel-
opment. This is in addition to all of the otheridestial lots

Whistle Bend development

that we are proceeding with throughout the teryitto the tune

of over $35 million in support of lot developmemt évery

community.
Mr. Silver:

ernment has been behind the eight ball when it sotodot

development. There was demand and no supply. Asideci

was made to rush the development of Whistle Bermtligi
sion; when things are rushed, problems do occue iffra-
structure for Whistle Bend is a good example. The ©f
Whitehorse has not accepted the infrastructure Vitivistle

Bend because they are not satisfied with it. thjsunderstand-
ing that they are asking for repairs to be madereethey actu-

ally will accept it.

Will the minister confirm that the city has not apted the

infrastructure and can she table any correspondenttee city
on this issue?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
gations pursuant to the land development protodbl te City
of Whitehorse — something that was struck back @942

which provides the city the authority to provide tthesign and

the planning protocols with the Yukon governmerit ie de-
velop the subdivision.

Mr. Speaker, | have some questions for

For a number of years the Yukon gov-

Mr. Silver: I’'m not talking about lots available for the
market. I'm talking about Whistle Bend subdivisidtis bad
enough that the Government of Yukon rushed ints pinoject,
but to make matters worse, it is also in court it main con-
tractor on this project. So far the minister hakvdesd expen-
sive lots that aren't selling that well, infrastuie that the city
won’'t assume responsibility for because they belithat there
is a problem with it and a lawsuit with the Yukaontractor.

On top of all this, the government is now withhalgli
money from the contractor for work he completed.i$lewed
$3.5 million. That's a lot of money for a small Yark company
that may not survive. They have bills to pay. Wikahe minis-
ter doing to resolve this dispute which is over ahdve the
court case that | have already mentioned?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | believe that | have tried to state
for the member opposite — for the MLA for Klondike a

The Government of Yukon is very number of times on this very issue that this isaiten that is

before the courts.

As | have articulated a number of times, CommuBity-
vices undertakes some hundred million dollar prugommu-
nity infrastructure projects, many of which certgimre un-
derway, some of which are completed and ongoing.dd/eur
utmost to ensure that these projects come on tinte an
budget, and | applaud the work of the DepartmerCafmu-
nity Services and the many officials who ensurd the have
residential lots, that we have drinking water ahdt twe cer-
tainly treat waste water and so forth.

We’'re very much committed to delivering lots on ¢irand
on budget, and Whistle Bend is by far the singtgdat subdi-
vision project in the territory.

We look forward to proceeding with phase 2 delivefy
lots next fall, building on the 100 plus lots thegre delivered
earlier this year. We look forward to working witte City of
Whitehorse in tandem with our protocol that spell$ our re-
spective authorities.

Question re:  Childcare grants

Ms. Stick: | have for tabling a copy of a petition
signed by over 215 people that the Yukon Childd&ssocia-
tion presented to the Minister of Health and SoBrlvices this
past summer. The petition calls for a full reviefivtloe direct

Again, we're adhering to our obli- operating grant and issues related to childcaris. $igned by

parents and childcare workers alike.

According to the association, the minister did respond.
On October 5 of this year, childcare workers in Wihorse and
Dawson took to the streets in protest — again withsupport
of many parents. Again the minister did not respddd No-

Contrary to what the member opposite may belieke, t vember 23 of this year, the association wrote aandptter to

Yukon government is very serious about developésidential
lots and commercial and industrial lots and agtioel proper-
ties throughout the territory. That is in fact wthe Yukon
government for the first time in many years actulas lots
available over the counter. Phase 1 lots were apprand
went through by way of a lottery process earlies fall and

we’'re very pleased to see many of those lots goirighe door

to many homebuilders and homeowners. Again, thexdads
available over the counter as there are in mangratbmmuni-
ties.

the minister to correct inaccuracies in his respdosquestions
the NDP raised in the Legislature. Yet again, he mbt re-

spond. Will the minister stop ignoring these red¢siesd agree
to meet with the Yukon Childcare Association?

Hon. Mr. Graham: One thing I'm very sure of is that
any time somebody wants to meet with me, | meet thiem. |
have a completely open-door policy. If there ishaar left in
the day at any time, I'll meet with anybody who kés to meet
with me. | know the department | sent the informatto has
responded to the Yukon Childcare Association, ansge
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some of their requests. A review of those requisstsirrently
underway and should be available soon, but theseo#er
considerations with some of the requests of theoviukhild-
care Association. The requests they have madetatil some
time to answer.

Ms. Stick:
years of life can’'t be overstated. The impacts dabtetime. In
its open letter to the minister, the Yukon Childc#&ssociation
explained how the Child Development Centre, eahijdbood
educators and childcare workers all need to be-egaltdinated
if the best interests of our children are to be.met

We are all too familiar with the barriers creatgdsidos in
government. Collaboration is a much more effectipproach.
The Yukon Childcare Association is comprised ofnfrtine
workers from around the territory. These peoplevigi® the
immediate circle of care for our youngsters.

Mr. Speaker, will the minister commit to includitige ex-
pertise and front-line experience of the Yukon Gtélre Asso-
ciation in all planning and programming that tasggbung
children and their caregivers?

Hon. Mr. Graham: In collaboration with the De-
partment of Education and external stakeholdersangedevel-
oping a framework, | guess we could call it, forlgahildhood
development. We have recently seconded a membeheof
Education department to work with the Departmentetlth
and Social Services childcare unit. The departmdrasge
agreed to develop an early childhood developmemhémwork
that will encompass preschool programs, pre-kiralteg pro-
grams, family and early childhood programs, chitd¢caarly
intervention programming and other related issues.

The departments will work very closely togethert they
will also work with the community as a whole, besauve
realize there is a great deal of expertise ouktheat we should
be taking advantage of, so we will be working, ooty with
the Childcare Association, but other groups inditg that are
interested in preschool development.

Questionre:  COR certification

Ms. Moorcroft: Last week we welcomed the wit-
nesses from the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Heattt
Safety Board to the Legislative Assembly and thpgke in
very clear terms about worker safety. When the Yugov-
ernment committed to the COR safety certificatioogoam in
2008, the plan was to phase it in so that by 20ll€apanies
bidding on government contracts would require tegificate
of recognition. Last week the chair of the board tas to say
about COR “...we strongly believe in the COR prograrbe-
cause we believe that it reduces injuries, reddissilities...”

Why then is the Minister of Highways and Public \W&r
allowing companies to continue to bid on governnuamttracts
without being COR-certified?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
Yukon workplaces that have been COR-certified, ahdddi-
tional small employers that have SECOR. In additmthose,
at the present time, there are about six or sevih an
owner/operator certificate of proficiency from tiNorthern
Safety Network Yukon. Unfortunately, what has hamkis
that in the smaller communities around the teryitare haven’t

either pushed hard enough through the Northerntysafet-
work to provide training or some of that trainings§ hasn’t
been available at the right time for many of theabm
owner/operators in communities around the territdrigere-
fore, we collectively have taken the decision thatwill leave

The importance of learning in the first few the $100,000 exemption in place for the currenetiwe re-

view it on an annual basis, but at the present tived/e de-
cided to leave the $100,000 exemption in place.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, the minister has again sug-
gested that the problem in the uptake stems frdficulties of
companies in rural Yukon to achieve the COR cesditfon,
especially small or owner/operator businesses. Wiaat the
minister done to get buy-in from rural Yukon? Exeiops to
basic workplace safety programs are not the wayda.
Finding solutions that increase workplace safetyhis way
forward.

Here’s what the director of corporate serviceslierboard
said in this House: “...the claims cost for non-CQinpanies
are double the claims cost of COR companies. Se ddave
an effect? Absolutely. Does it pay? Absolutely.”

Will the minister find a real COR solution for rliddukon
and for smaller or owner/operator businesses soathaork-
places are safer and the claims cost decline, lisisolution to
just keep extending the exemptions to workplacetgaf

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll answer the question despite
the inaccuracies with which the member oppositeesta

At the present time, the occupational safety rskik ap-
ply to these small operators in the communities.eihve
talked with the folks from the Yukon Workers’ Conmsation
Health and Safety Board, they were talking abotgea em-
ployers. That was who the original COR certificativas in-
tended for, and that's where the greatest savirmy® haken
place.

Obviously, the Workers’ Compensation Health ande8af
Board has decreased premiums every year for thetwas
years. We heard here last week that they envisimtlaer de-
crease in 2013. So something’s working.

The fact that some smaller employers in rural comitras
aren’t COR-certified at this time is a concern ® as it is a
concern to the Workers’ Compensation Health andetgaf
Board. We're working on it. Every month, we haveliidnal
small contractors COR-certified, and we’ll continwepursue
that until we have them all.

Question re:  Substitute teachers’ right to unioniz e

Mr. Tredger: A right guaranteed by th€anadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms is being denied to more than
100 workers in the Department of Education. Thétrig that
of free association. The affected workers are te@clon call
commonly known as “substitute teachers” who plagritical
role in the education of our children. Every déyeyt perform

At the present time, there are 72 demanding and essential roles in our schools. Wittleem,

the education of Yukon students would suffer. Thiesehers
are not defined as employees underEtacation Labour Re-
lations Act or thePublic Service Act — this despite the fact that
many of them work nearly full-time. The result isialation of
their right to free association.
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Will the government introduce amendments to relevanmatter for the government to ponder. It is a paditimatter for

acts in 2013 to stop denying substitute teachesis tights and
start treating them fairly?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I thank the member opposite for the
guestion. | know he is a former president of thekdfu Teach-
ers Association, so this is something that is obslyp very im-
portant to him. | did receive a letter. | don’t leaa copy of the
original letter nor my response to the current iglesst of the
Yukon Teachers Association with me here today, jost to
give an update, | did refer the matter to DepartnodérEduca-
tion officials. Of course | will also have to inwa@ my col-
league, the minister responsible for the PublicviBer Com-
mission, in these types of deliberations as thagedcts refer-
enced by the member opposite are the responsibilitye min-
ister responsible for the Public Service Commission

| know in referring this matter to department afiis, we
do have a process when it comes to amending aisldggn
here in the territory, and of course it involves thork of offi-
cials as well.

That's where the process is right now, and thaten |
intend to get further answers from my officials.

Mr. Tredger: I'm afraid the minister’s response
makes the issue into something it is not. Thisoisam adminis-
trative matter for deliberation within the governmelnstead,
the violation of basic rights is a matter of thghest order that
will require political leadership in this Legislatuif a solution
is to be found outside the courts.

The right of workers to form or join a union andvbahe
benefit of free collective bargaining has been igpH®y nu-
merous decision of the Supreme Court of Canada iShiot a
matter for idle pondering, Mr. Speaker. It is a t@athat de-
mands political action.

Will the minister acknowledge the seriousness &f tm-
fair treatment of substitute teachers and act novertd this
violation of basic Canadian rights?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned in the
previous answer, there are processes that we ladellow
when we are making any amendments to legislatioa.have
the legislation oversight committee, as well as @ebinet
Committee on Legislation. Those procedures neebdetdol-
lowed.

As mentioned earlier, this legislation is the respbility
of the minister responsible for the Public Sen@mmmission.
| did receive a letter from the president of thek¥in Teachers
Association and | have referred the matter to @fiécfor fur-
ther deliberation and comment before | can makennmmmed
decision or give an informed answer on the floothaf Legis-
lature here.

Mr. Tredger:
to the government on this topic and received theeshrush-
off. | have for tabling letters from the YTA to thMinister of
Education, dated October 9 and December 4, 201Radetter
from the minister to the YTA, dated November 13120

In his letter the minister said this is a matteatthrequires
much consideration”. Again, the comments of theistén sug-
gest that he doesn’t understand the seriousne#isiofssue.
The violation of basicCharter rights is not an administrative

The Yukon Teachers Association wrote

the minister to address. Will this government emal ¥iolation
of substitute teachers’ rights during the Yukon ikdive As-
sembly’s next sitting?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | did reference the letters that the
member opposite has just tabled in a previous ansigain,
there’s a process that we do follow as governmemenwit
comes to introducing new legislation. We have a loemof
acts that are on our legislative timetable and,miheomes to
determining amendments to new acts, there's a psoae do
have to follow. | mentioned the legislative overgigommit-
tee. | can’t think of one piece of legislation snléve returned
to this House in the last year that hasn’t undeegtwe scrutiny
of officials, not only at the Department of Eduoati but this
will also require the scrutiny of officials withithhe Public Ser-
vice Commission and the Department of Justice. 'Shahat
we intend to do.

I'm not meaning to be dismissive or disrespectfultie
Yukon Teachers Association or the letter that keiead from
the president. | just think that, in order to emrstirat we have
strong legislation coming to the floor of this Heu®r consid-
eration, we need to follow the process that's acpl

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise pursuant to Standing Order
14.2(7) to identify the items standing in the naofiegovern-
ment private members to be called on Wednesdayerier
12, 2012. In the interest of expediting debatereniiudget and
legislation, the government will only be callingeomotion. It
is Motion No. 337, standing in the name of the Memfor
Pelly-Nisutlin.

Speaker:

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into iGittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

Spoeaker |eaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order pleaseCommittee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @mmmit-
tee is Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bilh. 7, Sec-
ond Appropriation Act, 2012-13.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.
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Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair:
Yukon Housing Corporation in Bill No. Becond Appropria-
tion Act, 2012-13.

Yukon Housing Corporation

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my pleasure to rise today to in-
troduce the 2012-13 supplementary budget for thdwo¥u
Housing Corporation. Before | begin, I'd like to ls@me two
officials to the floor of the Legislature here withe today —
Ms. Pamela Hine, who is the new president of the&oYiu
Housing Corporation, and Mr. Mark Davey, the dioecbf
finance for the Housing Corporation. | should ata&e this
opportunity to thank the board of directors of ¥gon Hous-
ing Corporation, led by Claire Derome, who is thmic and
has served in that role since February of 2012.

It is a pleasure to speak to this supplementarygéud
mainly to give members of the House an idea of sofmthe
many important additions to both the capital andMD&udg-
ets, which will assist Yukoners in addressing thegecific
housing needs.

As members opposite are aware, the governmenineont

ues to implement the housing strategy that we ptdrb Yuk-

oners during last year’s territorial election. Tdming session
adjourned on May 10. This is an opportunity to grannumber
of matters to the attention of the members oppasitthat we
can make everyone aware of our ongoing successkghan
implementation of a made-in-Yukon housing strategy.

So, starting on June 8, my colleague, the Minister
Community Services, announced the launch of a pushiivey
to help shape a modernizédndlord and Tenant Act. In the
short time from June until this House startedrgjtibn October
25, we were able to table the moderniteddiord and Tenant
Act, and we’re very pleased that members opposite cdedlu
that it is 110-percent better than the previous dvie're proud
of the accomplishments of the Minister of Commur8gr-
vices, as well as her officials, who really workditigently to
bring forward the new act. It's clear that the gowveent’s goal
was to develop effective new residential tenaney taat in-
corporates best practices in Canada, balancespwbe, the
interests of landlords and tenants and promotesadthty pri-
vate rental market.

On June 18 the contract was awarded to provide o
struction and design for a new 10-unit, secondestagusing
facility for women and children. It was awarded Narrow
Gauge Contracting, or NGC Builders, and the facitfitat will
be known as Betty's Haven will provide 10 secoralysthous-
ing units of supportive, secure and affordable haufor 12 to
18 months for women and their children who areifigabuse.

The matter before the Committee is Vote 18

The Yukon government has committed a total of $dil5
lion toward the completion of Betty’s Haven and stoaction
is, of course, underway. Anyone who travels dowmnrfo
Avenue in Whitehorse will see one of the largedinis on the
High Country Inn side of the street. That's whdris will be
located.

On June 25, the Housing Corporation officially opersix
affordable housing units here in Whitehorse. Thasiés fea-
ture two bedrooms that are designed for small familThe
units are located in the Whitehorse subdivisioTakhini, just

'off Range Road. Also, work on 14 new affordable diog

units in Carmacks and Ross River is now compleigal Foc-
cupancy permits are anticipated prior to the en@abber.

Since 2009, the Housing Corporation has been pignni
building, upgrading and populating our housing sniOf
course, none of this would be possible without Carseassis-
tance. With that assistance, we have built 139 osits and
retrofitted over 350 existing units.

Later on during the day | referred to earlier, rledied the
Housing Corporation to investigate the developnwn new
Yukon home ownership program to assist working Yhes in
lower and middle income brackets to buy a homes Type of
homeownership program can help bridge the affotithalgjiap
that sometimes prevents working people from mowug of
the rental market and into home ownership. Of amitsvould
also help stimulate the economy through new honmestoac-
tion, and as more Yukoners become able to purckasy-
level homes, it will free up more rental housing dthers.

Staff members of the Yukon Housing Corporation have

undertaken research and this complements the wioakoon-
sultant who was hired to help define program oidrhe con-
sultant updated the board of directors in Octobde20d2, and
options for review and consideration were preseritedhe
board. The board has approved the plan, and hdpéfget a
chance to update members of the House on the frarkeo¥
this initiative. There is still some work to be @owith CMHC,
and perhaps when we get into further debate of ¥u#ousing
Corporation, I'll be able to give some of the distadf the
framework for this new program to members of theisto

August 13, of course, was an extremely importagt dat
only for me as the minister responsible for the dulkousing
Corporation, but also as the Member for RiverdalertiN
which is where the Thomson Centre is located. Red&don
that day began to occupy the 10 new units at tlenBon Cen-
tre. Of course, this is the responsibility of thanidter of
Health and Social Services and at the time he atlatyed
that these additional 10 continuing care beds gvidlatly bene-
fit the residents, their families and the overahlth care sys-
tem. The occupants of the 10 additional beds am@rgp from
the community, other care facilities and the Whitrsle Gen-
eral Hospital.

August 15 was a day where we were able to — impait
ship with Canada — announce two new vital housirgjegts.
The first of these is the provision of just overriBlion so that
Options for Independence could build 14 new housinigs in
Whitehorse for clients living with fetal alcohol reyrome or
fetal alcohol spectrum disorder. The Premier ndteat the
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Canada-Yukon affordable housing agreement, whichhées
funding vehicle from Canada that we used to suppbubsidy
of $75,000 per unit to that project. Again, the rRier refer-
enced at that time that that fund helps to meetnideds of
Yukoners and delivers on our commitments to makiogsing
a priority. This project will, of course, go a lomgay to help
house some of the most vulnerable and often homefesn-
bers of our community. It's an important step aloimg way, as
we move forward on our strategy.

Also that day, we announced a new 34-unit seniaiisl-b
ing at the previous location of the Alexander Steggartments.
Again, the Premier commented that seniors are Ygkiastest
growing population group, which is projected to aihdouble
by 2021.

The Yukon government is moving to address the mgusi

needs of seniors and make it easier for them todivhome as
their health and mobility levels change. Our comities are

enhanced by the presence, knowledge and experignoar

seniors. By investing in housing that is approrifdr them,

we are helping to retain that richness in our comities, and
we are delivering on the commitments we have madeag of
our housing plan.

ommendations that were put forward by the workingug. We

feel that we have a plan moving forward when it esrto pub-
lic awareness, the education and training aspantspf course
some of the legislative and regulatory aspectswieakook for-

ward to bringing forward to the floor of this Housethe near
future.

Something that happened later in September wasothe
tery for the 100 new residential lots in the WkidBend subdi-
vision. Duplex lots started at $76,000 and werel $olpairs.
Single family lots started at $104,000 and multiily lots
started at $180,000. We had uptake on a numbeneofats,
especially the duplex lots, by the private buildefse lots
themselves were being offered at the cost of devedmt,
which was valued at approximately 6.5 percent belosvmar-
ket value.

So we do have lots now in the Whitehorse area and i

many of the communities available for over-the-deusales. |
know there are plans for additional lots in WhisBend to
come out next fall. | think we're getting back tbet point
where we have a solid inventory of lots for residerspecially
in the Whitehorse market, so when we see the nexelole-
ments that are anticipated in the coming yearshé rining

On August 24, we responded to the homeowners affect industry, for instance — with the next one perhbpsg the

by the Upper Liard flood. | know a number of myleagues
visited Upper Liard during the flood, when the pleopf Wat-

son Lake and the owners of Rancheria Lodge respbsde
favourably to assist those motorists and travellegh® were
stranded. | visited the flood area after the waberd subsided
somewhat with the MLA for Watson Lake. | had thepoyiu-

nity to tour a number of properties in the Uppearti area. It
was certainly a very emotional time for the homeergrseeing
their belongings and the damage done by the floteteanot
only to their personal property, but also some radirt most
treasured belongings, such as family photos anpdedes.

As a government, we're very hopeful that the retie$is-
tance package will help the residents re-estaliligmselves
and continue on with their lives and will preventure devas-
tation by flooding on this location.

Five days later, on August 29, the oil-fired apptias
working group submitted an action plan and recornrda#gaons
to the Yukon government at my direction and theation of
the Minister of Community Services. The group waskéed
with developing an action plan to enhance safeth wéspect
to oil-fired heating systems throughout the tersitdNVhat we
did at that time was to launch a community engagerpeoc-
ess. | know | travelled to a number of Yukon comitiag, as
did the Minister of Community Services, accompanisda
number of our colleagues who represent rural riglirg again,
the MLA for Watson Lake; the MLA for Kluane; who &so
the Minister of Highways and Public Works; and MeA for
Pelly-Nisutlin accompanied us on different aspedtthe tour,
and it was certainly a great opportunity to engagéoners,
First Nation governments, municipal governmentadlards,
tenants, individual homeowners and a number of lgefspm
the industry.

We were pleased to again receive the outcomes aif
public consultation coupled with accepting manyttoé rec-

Eagle Gold project in Mayo — we’re able to respdadesi-
dents.

A lot needs to be said about the minister respbmditr
Community Services and the work she has done aeaing a
near-record land development budget of more thah8%8il-
lion to carry out the land development activitiastie Yukon
in this budget.

On September 28 | was very happy to announce, along

with my colleague, the minister responsible for tWemen’s
Directorate, that what had started as a local pitoject featur-
ing direct programming and services for tenantshefWhite-
horse affordable family housing complex located afé Nisut-
lin Drive in Riverdale has now been extended.

We are taking an interactive approach on this fiamius-
ing project to create a positive environment fomifges in
need. The position that looks after that will besteshared be-
tween the Women’s Directorate and the Yukon Houshog-
poration. That on-site program coordinator will rutly take
care of aspects of tenant relations for the Yukaudihg Cor-
poration but also support single-parent familiesyving that
support that is critical to the success of thiowative housing
initiative.

This project contributes to a safe and healthy remment
for families while promoting independent living ¢lugh a vari-
ety of programs that are offered.

We certainly have a lot of things to be proud ofcei the
rise of the House in the spring session when iteono ad-
dressing the housing needs of Yukoners. What isnauitioned
here is the youth shelter work that has been uakient by the
Minister of Health and Social Services. | know loatmues to
work closely with the Salvation Army on expanditg thome-
less shelter — another commitment that was maaeiirhous-

thing plan that was put forward in our platform iretbctober
2011 election.
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Just to summarize, there are a number of new Ibgidi
under construction in Whitehorse and work undertakeer the
past year in rural Yukon. We have targeted thoghérgreatest
need of housing and we have responded. Land islyeadhil-
able in Whitehorse for single detached duplexes muudti-
residential buildings. Those affected by the flogdof the Up-
per Liard River have been offered compensationhsd they
can re-establish their lives and, of course, thedoes on and
on.

While all of these initiatives were unfolding, teeaff of
the Yukon Housing Corporation continued to offenaltitude
of programs and services so that Yukoners can asldfeeir
housing needs. From social and seniors housingnteehown-
ership options, staff housing and home repair dtiites, the
Housing Corporation is actively providing solutiofs Yuk-
oners. The corporation has approved almost $7anillh home
ownership funding and just over $2 million in honepair and
flood initiatives funding. This supplementary butdgepports
the ongoing implementation of our plan by givingogart for
relevant and effective programs and services.

There are funds to complete affordable housingeptsj
funded under Canada’s economic action plan, $859&0
which is identified for seven different projectgvotes for
many of the corporation’s lending programs, inahgdithe
home repair program, the 2009 Yukon flood reliebgyam;
home repair enhancement program; mortgage finanbioige
completion; owner-builds; rental rehab and theaksuite pro-
gram.

Funds have been identified and committed for newsho
ing projects, such as the Options for Independendech |
mentioned. New funding in the amount of $200,00@d¢tuded
in this budget to upgrade housing in Watson Laksupport
the housing needs of medical practitioners. Ther§9i20,000
in new funding for the 34-unit seniors apartment ave con-
structing here in Whitehorse on the site of the Alexander
Street project, and an additional $3.64 millionnefv funding
for the 2012 Yukon flood relief program. There areaumber
of new funds in this budget, amounting to $125,608upport
the strategic planning process, which the corpomnatias un-
dertaken. Hopefully, | get an opportunity to speddout the
engagement process that was undertaken by thedpn¢sind
the board and the consultant in the community.dutth also
take the time to thank the former president ofYa&on Hous-
ing Corporation, Ron MacMillan, for his years of\see, and |
certainly would like to wish him well in his new gition as
Deputy Minister of Justice here in the Yukon Temyt

Madam Chair, there are a number of ideas that haxes
forward through the protocol agreement and theedetif
expectations that I've put forward. | would certgitike to
address those briefly, when | have an opporturityspeak
again, and also speak to the new strategic goalsttee draft
strategic plan, which has been accepted by the I¥idausing
Corporation Board of Directors for the years 2083-lLthink
it's a very exciting document, with some changes bknow
we received some very positive feedback from theONGve
met with, as well as some of the private sectoividdals we
met with, such as the lending community and resltand
people like that. So I'm very excited to speak abthat and

like that. So I'm very excited to speak about thiatl other ini-
tiatives as we move our way through debate hegeattérnoon
on the Yukon Housing Corporation.

With that, I'd welcome questions from members ojigos

Ms. White: I'd like to take the opportunity to thank
the officials for their excellent briefing. It wasally great —
thank you — and especially to congratulate Ms. Hineher
new appointment. I’'m sure her extensive backgronnkous-
ing will be an asset to the corporation. That’spexciting.

I'm just going to get right into questions. Duritige Octo-
ber 2011 election campaign, the Yukon Party govemtm
promised a seniors complex in Mayo. There doegupear to
be any funds allocated in the supplementary buduat,are
there funds allocated in the multi-year capitalnpia the main
estimates. What is the plan for the seniors compieMayo?
When will work commence on a seniors complex andméan
we expect it to be done?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Just to quickly answer the member
opposite’s question with respect to the Mayo sengmmplex,
we did provide some funding for the community ofyddo do
some remediation of a site of their choosing, whlsome-
thing they felt was the best location for the senibousing
complex. For those familiar with the community,dlieve it's
on the site of the old Mayo Motors lot, which isrd) the main
street there. Forgive me, but | can't recall thenaaof that
street.

Also underway right now are the community considtes
to determine the size of the building the Yukon klag Cor-
poration is working on with the mayor and councgidachief
and council. We certainly are excited to determivigat is
needed in Mayo as far as a seniors complex goes.man-
tioned earlier today in Question Period, there Haeen a num-
ber of projects built in rural Yukon and we recagd that
Mayo was in need of a seniors housing complex dadl is
why we included it as a commitment in our platfoifvie fully
intend to deliver on that commitment during our oee.
Again, site prep is underway and community consiolta are
underway, obviously to be followed by design andstouction
in the not-too-distant future.

Madam Chair, | am just going to beg the indulgeoicthe
member opposite and quickly outline a couple ohdghi for
members of the House. The first is contained inoauchent
that is on our website — the protocol agreement lattdr of
expectations for 2012-13. Of course the protocokagent is
something that is required to have between me,iaister, and
the board of directors each year, but somethingpavwe added
this year is a letter of expectations.

It's embedded in the document on page 3 and jusesaf
the highlights — one of them is to further defineaty and
strategies to address the market affordability wé&h particu-
lar focus on evaluating options to redesign thasgarogram to
support new programming to assist working Yukorterenter
the home ownership market or stay in their homegdo —
some of that will hopefully come out in debate thfsernoon
when we get a chance to speak about the attainabiership
— assess options to address the shortage of mrgammoda-
tion for low- to moderate-income households; asspsi®ns to
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maximize the availability of subsidized accommoaiatifor

individuals and families in greatest need; addithgs policy

gaps identified by the Auditor General in the repir the

Yukon Legislative Assembly in February 2010; inceahe
supply of — this is something | know is importantthe Mem-
ber for Takhini-Kopper King and other members whtralv-

elled around the Yukon with in the last year loakat the dif-
ferent housing developments throughout the teyritSp again,
this instruction from me to the board is to inceedse supply
of accessible social housing by developing a cohgsive
plan to address mobility challenges in the corponéd hous-
ing units to ensure a supply of units that are frem structural
barriers. | have been in a number of units wheeeetlare chal-
lenges for seniors to get in and out of the bathtWWe cer-
tainly recognize that from the community of TedliinWatson
Lake, to the athletes village here in Whitehorsaé some of the
other facilities that we have.

In speaking with the chair and president last wéddow
they are putting together an advisory committee thi#l be
made up of a number of representatives from diffteNGOs
throughout the community and seniors organizatitag will
help us, not only when we're designing new building ensure
that some of the units are free from structuratibes, but also
with existing facilities and coming up with plares mhake sure
that we can make them more accessible to thoseawhiiving
in them and need them. I'm very excited about thgortu-
nity.

Just quickly to our strategic goals. There are §itrategic
goals that are really the backbone of the stratglgic for 2013
to 2018. The first one is to facilitate access trenattainable
and sustainable home ownership in the Yukon. Thergkone
is to support initiatives to increase the avaiigpiind afforda-
bility of rental accommodation in the Yukon. Of cse, both
of these were spelled out in the letter of expémat

Members will notice a difference in the mission amglon
statement and those types of things from the doourthat |
tabled earlier, which is the 2011-12 annual repbhere have
been some changes made there that were well-recbivéhe
stakeholders that we engaged during the procesanAlgthink
there are some very exciting things obviously happewhen
it comes to the strategic plan and the protocokegent. |
think the foundation — a very strong and solid fdation —
has been in place to help guide the Housing Cotiporfor the
next five years. | look forward to working with thmard of
directors as we begin to implement the strategan giver that
time frame, of course, starting with some of thegoams
we've talked about, such as the attainable homeeoship
program and another exciting one that hopefullgtian oppor-
tunity to answer for the member opposite.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for the beginning of
your response and the answer to the question. Hdver
communities been identified as needing or wantiegia fa-
cilities within their communities?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | don't believe that we have identi-
fied any other communities beyond Mayo and of ceulrse
needs in Whitehorse. Whitehorse seems to be tre vahere
most of the demand is for seniors and social hgu€di course
in rural Yukon the demand is higher on the staffisiog side
of things. So we haven't identified any other conmities yet
as far as potential areas to invest in seniors ihgum the
Yukon.

Ms. White: Thank you for the answer.

Nearly a year ago, five Yukoners were killed byboar
monoxide poisoning due to improperly installed asdviced
oil-fired heating appliances. The minister respbiasifor
Yukon Housing has mentioned a bit about the coresithat
was struck. How is the composition of the workimrgup de-
termined? Why did the Government of Yukon choosigitore

| know members opposite — of course, the Member fothe working group’s recommendation and refuse tquire

Klondike — have asked me about this on occasionvels
We're very excited to develop strategic partnershipith

people who serviced oil-fired appliances to beifiedt jour-
neyperson oil-burner mechanics? What is the plaaddress

Yukon government departments, other governments)- nothe safety of existing furnaces that have been opgnly in-

governmental organizations and the private seat@ursuit of
collaborative initiatives to enhance the full rangk choice
along the housing continuum in the Yukon.

The final two goals that are outlined in the styateplan
are to continually improve the corporation’s orgational
effectiveness and accountability framework, to eaghe ef-
fective and efficient delivery of the corporatioréstablished
and newly created or enhanced programs. Numbensl & are
internal goals for staff and officials in the dejpaent. The fifth
and final one is to ensure adequate human resoptaering
and capacity to support the strategic goals andatipeal
plans of the corporation.

One of the other things that members will noticeewh
they look at this document — and this strategio glacument,
2013-18, in its raw form is located on the HousGwyporation
website. We certainly will do some design work atdome
point table the polished copy in the Legislativesé&mbly, but
it is on the website.

stalled or modified because there are many that baen iden-
tified? Are CQ detectors currently installed in all Yukon
Housing units? If not, when will there be ¢@etectors in
Yukon Housing units?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When the Minister of Community
Services and | tasked one of the officials from tgkon
Housing Corporation with forming this group and ¢ogup
with an action plan for us to move forward, we ma&tl what
we would like to see as far as the membership efdioup
goes. We wanted to include Yukon government officfeom
Community Services and Education, as well as olslothe
Chair of the Yukon Housing Corporation. We lookedhiave
representatives from industry, the City of Whitedegr First
Nations and the Association of Yukon Communities.

The chair of the board wasn'’t able to get anyooenfFirst
Nations to sit on it, but we essentially allowednhio choose
the membership of the board. There was a strongpgodindi-
viduals who brought varying backgrounds to the pssc
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We were certainly very pleased with the report tiaty
were able to come up with and also very pleased, raen-
tioned in my opening remarks, with the input that received
from Yukon citizens across the territory. Againge tgovern-
ment is moving forward with a number of regulat@myd/or
legislative changes, the public awareness aspadtshe train-
ing initiatives for industry. We've really takendae three ini-
tiatives and split them up between the Housing G@iion,
which is the lead on the public awareness, thaitrgiinitia-
tives for industry are obviously going to be paftwhat the
Department of Education looks at, and then any le¢gry
and/or legislative changes are being led by theaDiepent of
Community Services.

As far as not accepting all of the recommendaticps-
cifically the one with respect to servicing furna@nd the re-
quirement that individuals have a journeypersoRetidco do
that servicing, | think that really was based onatvive had
heard primarily from rural Yukoners. | can speakspeally to
the communities that I've visited.

Old Crow was the first community | went to, anddand
from a number of individuals there, including anf@r New
Democratic MLA, who said that it's going to takens®time to
build that capacity that's necessary in that comitguthrough
training and mentoring to bring it up to a standaftere we
could ask that the servicing be done by a journesype

heard from industry representatives here in Whitehdhat
they wanted to make sure that everybody was prppetined
and trained in the manner to be a journeypersorotsome of
the courses that are offered on weekends or osix-day time
frame.

They want to make sure that when we’re trainingviiadi-
als, they're qualified, and they go through the saiype of
training as other individuals. | know, even hereAhitehorse,
it's sometimes challenging to get your furnace se. For my
annual service — again, this is a personal noteith-thie con-
tractor | used — | made a phone call to this irdiixl in Au-
gust and was informed that they would be able tagene in
November. So, obviously, there is a lag, and Ikhire really
need to look at the capacity issues — primarily twva're
seeing in rural Yukon but, again, there is a la@vinitehorse.

One of the big changes that we have made is thatder
to pull a permit to install or modify an oil-firdueating device,
you have to be a journeyperson. So that's one efctianges.
One of the other things | think the Minister of Qoomity Ser-
vices spoke about when her department was up foatdes
that we plan on being the only jurisdiction in tb@untry that
has mandatory carbon monoxide detectors in eveneho

Of course, those standards are there for the nddsbbut
this is for existing homes. | think it will go arig way to ensur-
ing that we accomplish the primary goal, whichhie safety of

The next community | went to was Dawson City. TheYukoners in their homes.

makeup of the group there was — some homeowners ater
the table, but there were a number of industry [getpere as
well — people who do the work in Dawson City. Theyvery
busy, obviously, in their community and unable tavel to
surrounding communities that don’t have certifiedrpeyper-
son oil burner mechanics. Most of their work, drdl their
work, is primarily done in the Dawson City area.

| believe the member also asked me about carboroxaon
ide detectors in Yukon Housing Corporation unitstgive me
if 've missed one of the member opposite’s questiol’ll
catch it, hopefully, the next time.

All the Housing Corporation social and staff hogsimits
are equipped with smoke detectors and the majofityousing
units that are heated by fuel also have carbon midealetec-

We heard stories — | know the Minister of Communitytors. Work is now underway to install CO detectiorshe few

Services heard stories about long wait times. Irdhesdories
about incredible costs, even before the individwet® come
out from Whitehorse — the certified ones — the d¢tasosts
that are associated with coming to communities. Peeson
who spoke to us in Destruction Bay mentioned thatvas
$16,000 before the van door or the tool box was eygened,
as far as the expenses go.

So, again, recognizing some of the capacity chg#erthat
exist primarily in rural Yukon, we wanted to be &fat. | guess
the focus of this exercise was to ensure that Yakoare safe
in their own homes. That's the primary focus ane phimary
reason we established the working group in thé piisce.

remaining buildings. It's expected to be complegdhe end of
the fiscal year.

Regular inspections of the corporation’s housirggtsare
conducted to maintain a safe living environmenttf@r tenants.
Technical staff also check that fire extinguishare in very
conspicuous locations and ready for use, fire aasystems
are functional and that evacuation plans are clgaobkted in
multi-unit buildings.

Of course, some of our buildings are heated udiectréc-
ity and they don’t require carbon monoxide detextamless
they're units — I think | sent a memo to the Leadethe Offi-
cial Opposition earlier this week with respect ttogeleigh

Again, in the community of Haines Junction we heardManor, where those units that are close to theebodom are

from some of the rural landlords about being cdrefot to
“impose undue hardship” — | guess would be the teaye-
scribe it — on them as landlords. One of the paleaicland-
lords is a former New Democrat candidate in thel2@lgction.
That's who we were speaking to at that meeting.ilygathink
we have to be cognizant of the fact that what wamkg/hite-
horse doesn’'t necessarily work in rural Yukon, givthe
smaller population bases and the capacity of tloeistny. |
think what we need to do right now is focus on wthet we
can train those individuals, get them the schoolnggain, we

equipped with CO detectors. As well, there were esigsues |
think with fuel exhaust coming in through the fremhintake.
We’'ve moved the fresh air intake, but also insthlO detec-
tors in those units that were affected by that. Kisrunderway
to ensure that every Yukon Housing Corporation timét is
determined to require a carbon monoxide detectsrone. We
expect that to be complete by the end of the figeat.

Ms. White: I will just go back to the one question that
was missed. | apologize. | will not put so many gfigms in
one section again. Just speaking of safety: th@® 28fort by



December 11, 2012

HANSARD

1963

Rod Corea found problems with hundreds of furnattswy
will government address the safety of existing &oes that
have been improperly installed or modified? Howl wiey be
identified and how will the problems be corrected?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Obviously, the Corea report did iden-
tify a number of systems that were inadequatelyaltesd or
maintained. About 50 percent of the infractions thew identi-
fied had to do with fuel tanks as well, so it's woiy the heat-
ing appliance itself, but there were also some fagk viola-
tions. That's my recollection, | guess, from spegkio Hous-
ing Corporation officials earlier this year. Whae \wave done
and will continue to do through the Housing Corpiora is
work on the public awareness about heating homéslysa
properly installing and maintaining the ventilatisystems. The
Housing Corporation also continues to facilitatesth training
opportunities for members of the oil-burning hegtisystem
industry and the building inspection professionhtguess a lot
of that is done through upgrading and professiateaielop-
ment aspects for those who are already red seabnsigre that
our social and staff housing heating systems aopegty per-
mitted, installed and maintained and that, agadfiety equip-
ment such as the smoke detectors and the CO detgctivide
tenants the necessary safety alarms. The corposatsiaff
continues to participate and contribute to the gowvent-wide
initiatives to improve the safety of oil-burningdimg systems
here in the Yukon.

Again adding to what | mentioned earlier, therelsi-
ously the training that's going to be conductedtigh the De-
partment of Education and the regulatory and pertegisla-
tive changes that will come forward from the Depaamt of
Community Services. So it's something that we obsiyp take
very seriously. We want to ensure that Yukoners safe in
their own homes and they have the basic skillsi¢éntify some
of the problems that need to be rectified with tieiating sys-
tems.

Some of the stories | know the Minister of Communit
Services and | heard at the meeting we had withsing repre-
sentatives here in Whitehorse about blocked exhsystems
with brushes and trees, and people leaning stuéfgginst their
homes — we want to make sure that Yukoners havéake
understanding so that they can take care of theseind
identify problems that need to be corrected bydgssional.

Ms. White:
analog services, my colleague, the Member for Mdwrhe-
Southern Lakes, did some digging and found thatsttellite
TV provider, Shaw, had a free local satellite pevgron offer.
The minister spoke in this House and said that Yiukousing
was going to refuse Yukon Housing tenants accessiddree
service on the grounds that doing so would compsentihe
building envelope and lead to damage.

This seemed really reasonable until we spoke tialless
and the company itself, who said that dishes cbeldhstalled
without damaging the building. They gave the ogiohon the
railing or on a freestanding tripod out on the lawde also
learned that one satellite could service multipletsuat the
same time. Shaw has just announced that it's gtwngxtend
the free television deal for yet another year. bvaping that

the minister could commit to finding a solution a@tbow low-
income Yukoners, those who can't afford cable delite, to
allow them to be able to take advantage of this. d&aen he
looks at this problem, will he be employing theiabmclusion
lens to this issue?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to this issue, my posi-
tion hasn’t changed. It was in consultation, obslguwith the
Yukon Housing Corporation and the officials. Theg dt one
time allow satellite dishes to be installed on henihere was
considerable damage done to the assets at that lfimenot
only the mounting of the dishes on the homes, taialso the
drilling into the units to connect the wires frotmet satellite
dishes to the various cable units or TVs — wherghey need
them.

So again, while | certainly recognize that manyha cli-
ents were affected by the CBC cuts to analog seffaictelevi-
sion signals here in the Yukon, | think as the si& responsi-
ble for the Yukon Housing Corporation and as officiand the
board of directors have mentioned to me, my nuroberprior-
ity has to be to protect the assets we have. We haxested
significant dollars in those assets originally, hlgo in the up-
grades.

| think I mentioned that we've upgraded over 350tun
with Canada’s economic action plan money. We dwalnt to
compromise the energy efficiency of these homedgliiiing
holes into the side of them or by mounting dishegfe roof.
So when it comes to this issue | do have to stgnayoriginal
position and respect what I've heard from the HogisCorpo-
ration that we don’t want to compromise the buidginespe-
cially the energy efficiency of some of the unisitwe have.
My number one priority has to be to maintain thegnity of
the assets and maintain the integrity of what wéwested not
only Yukon taxpayers’ dollars in, but also Canadiaxpayers’
dollars through Canada’s economic action plan.

Ms. White: It's unfortunate that that is the final re-
sponse. | was hoping that possibly with the ided tme dish
could service multiple units and possibly that ¥hé&on Hous-
ing Corporation could then look at it as their oagset in offer-
ing that service because it would be for the loemgnt that it
would have been a possibility.

Just to change the topic, the minister spoke abentors
and their changing mobility. I've brought it up beé and I'm

In response to the elimination of the CBC going to bring it up again. With those mobility cigees in mind

and the fact we've toured facilities where sentas no longer
access their bathing facilities, when can we expesee reno-
vations in units for the people who are most aéfd@tYou also
spoke to — I'm not sure if the term was “task fdrdaut how

it was going to be identified and those problemf & ad-

dressed throughout the territory. What kind of fime are we
looking at?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The Housing Corporation is in dis-
cussions right now with various NGOs about membprsif
the committee. We're looking forward to sometimeyem the
new year establishing the committee and prioritjizinose ex-
isting units.

Of course for the 34-unit seniors housing compline
tender for design closed last week. It has not lzeearded yet,
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but we want to make sure that is also brought iemihve speak
to the design of the new seniors facility that’sngoto be lo-
cated in downtown Whitehorse; that we address thebility
issues and structural barrier issues for seniomsréMooking
forward to hearing back from the committee and rheom-
mendations. Of course the successful contracténweitk with
them on the design.

As | mentioned earlier — | believe it was in thetorcol
agreement and the shareholders letter of expectatie ad-
dressing this is something that I've asked the doardo dur-
ing this year. So | look forward to hearing bacnfr them,
based on advice and support from the committeewbich
units are priorities and how many units we needggrade in
each of the facilities that Yukon Housing owns taia specifi-
cally there for seniors or aspects that affectvimldials who
have mobility issues.

Ms. White:
from our past mistakes and that the 34 new unitsbei bar-
rier-free. | think it just bears mentioning thaeth are many
more than 34 seniors right now currently livinghousing who
require barrier-free facilities.

The minister spoke earlier in his opening remarksua
support positions that are already currently at Rieerdale
housing and that will be at Betty’'s Haven. He mamid that
one of the roles was programming and another wasghbe
liaison to Yukon Housing Corporation. Knowing themplica-
tions within seniors facilities and sometimes thebtems that
arise there, | was wondering if the minister or togporation
had considered similar positions for seniors conxgsein the
territory.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
in one of her statements — the function that trdividual at
the affordable housing complex in Riverdale wiltrgaout on
behalf of the Housing Corporation isn't a liaisoasijtion. It
will be a tenant relations officer. So it will belkecting rent
and doing the other aspects that tenant relatidifisers
throughout the system of the Housing Corporatiorrenuly
undertake.

While there are no immediate plans to have sinplasi-
tions put into seniors housing units, there areesonitial plans
to have more frequent meetings with tenant grouglssgniors
organizations to address their concerns. Againtettege no
plans right now to put a program coordinator positinto any
of our seniors units, but there are plans to meaemegularly.
I know the president is going to be participatingainumber of
different NGO committees that exist throughout¢benmunity
of Whitehorse in looking at different aspects, aoly for sen-
iors, but those all along the housing continuum.

Ms. White:
a lot of information to absorb when you were spegki

A tenant relations officer could do something lit@lect
rent. It would seem to me that if we're talking ab@eople
who have mobility issues — who have problems ggttiround
and often have questions and concerns — if theseaMgnant
relations officer assigned specifically to seniosmplexes, a
lot of the problems the corporation sees repeatediyd be

dealt with by the fact that they would see one @eregularly,
possibly at their door.

Is there any chance that the corporation would labthe
possibility of how that could ease tenant or cliestations?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I guess when we look at the new
five-year plan, the fifth goal is to ensure adegqulaiman re-
sources planning and capacity to support the giiagoals and
operational plans of the corporation. That's onehs& goals
that describes the desired outcomes that are siygpof the
mission and vision and point the way forward fog tHousing
Corporation. | think many of us have seniors whside in
their ridings, and when it comes to either collegtient or hav-
ing opportunities where seniors have to come dowrthe
Housing Corporation to meet, | think we have tanmme flexi-
ble in that. I've spoken to the chair of the boatubut inci-
dences — and the former president of the board elb -w

I'm pleased to know that we’ve learned where we’ve had some challenges.

I mean, what seems very easy for many of us irLéugs-
lature is not necessarily easy for many of the@wsnWhere we
can, | think we have to look at ways to accommodhtese
individuals by perhaps finding time to meet them tlag¢ir
homes or in other places. | think it's probablytédasier in the
communities where the community housing officers tirere
and able to travel and meet individuals in theimio espe-
cially those with mobility issues. It's a littlethinore challeng-
ing for Whitehorse, but we’ll certainly look at wayo accom-
plish that.

Ms. White: | thank the minister very much for that
answer. It's incredibly compassionate and | thinkduld go a
long way to improving tenant/corporation relatioipsh Also,

Just to correct the member oppositejust because we talked about the hardships ofngettown to

the building, just to bring it out front right nowhe curb lead-
ing up to the doors is incredibly high and | sakhow this
from personal experience because | was there whezidarly
woman broke her leg. Maybe we can address thdteasame
time.

I thank the minister for pointing out that strategioal 5
could possibly involve a tenant relations officer fseniors
complexes. | think that would be great.

In the Yukon Housing Corporation annual report werev
just given, on page 15, under “Seniors Housing Manznt
Fund”, it talks about how $205,000 was spent onAbbey-
field project in Whitehorse in 2011. I'm wonderinghat has
happened with that. Then we go down further anshits in
2012 a further $61,000 was spent on the Abbeyfplject.
Could the minister fill us in on what’s going ontlvithis pro-
ject and what $266,000 has purchased so far?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The dollars expended so far on that

I thank you for the correction. There was project are for planning and design. What progtess been

made on the facility planning and organization niodiee
Housing Corporation has deferred the project af$ dealicate
their efforts to construct the new 34-suite Whitesigoseniors
housing project and to assist the Options for ledeence So-
ciety with the construction of their 14-suite fégilfor clients
with FASD.
Some other organizations have approached the Hpusin

Corporation on possible partnerships to constroctessuppor-
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tive housing units for seniors that are based enAbbeyfield
model. Again, the Abbeyfield — | believe it was satered to
be — | don’t have the actual number of units hbrg,it was a
smaller unit.

Looking at similar models that the organizationt tva’ve
been speaking with has researched, they have detatrthat
in order to make these buildings self-sufficiert, an O&M
basis, you need more units than what we had coréteap |
believe the number was between 10 and 14. Thettetdvas
decided to put this on was a small piece of lamselto the
traffic circle at theSSKlondike.

Again, the corporation has refocused efforts onArex-
ander Street project and the Options for Indepeceigmoject,
but we haven't lost sight of the opportunities thxist.

Partnering with any number of organizations is ohé¢he
new strategic goals, so we're very interestedstefiing to —
actually, it's the Royal Canadian Legion that hpgraached us
and has started the discussions with me. I've alshjopassed
that on to the corporation to further the discussidrhey have
looked at models in Vancouver — | think it's theN€helsea
Society, if anyone wants to take a look at the \web$here are
some fantastic examples of what works in Vancowret, of
course, we need to make sure that we find sometthiag
works here and addresses another aspect of thersemipula-
tion that is able to live somewhat independentlyt,diso would
like the supportive housing options of a commoringatrea
and the other aspects that come with that type rofram
model.

Ms. White:
$266,000, but | will move on.

Just prior to Remembrance Day, | raised the iswveter-
ans disability pensions. The Federal Court of Carrated that
veterans disability pensions are not to be cons@iéncome
when determining eligibility for some federal gowerent sup-
ports, but for many Yukon programs, including Yukéousing
Corporation and the determination of social housing rent
geared to income, veterans disability pensionstima@ed as
income. | asked the Premier to consider changiagphblicy —
that amounts to clawing back veterans disabilitysp@ens when
it comes to the supports and services of the Yuamernment.

When we look through the budget and it talks alblouiys
like energy audits, how many people have taken radge of
the energy audit this year? I'll ask a couple oéstions about
the same topic.

So how many people have taken advantage of theyener
audit this year? Are we measuring how effectivedhdits are
in terms of reducing home heating fuel consumpteard
greenhouse gas emissions? What is the Yukon Ho@ingo-
ration’s plan to increase energy efficiency inategn units and
for homeowners and landlords throughout the tewrito

Hon. Mr. Kent: Just to quickly run down the statistics
from the Yukon Housing Corporation load programs ttoe
period — | guess what | will use is April, 2012 @ctober,
2012, and then the second number | will give omdae is the
same calendar period April 1 to October 10 buthef previous
year, 2011.

When it comes to home repair, this year there v@&e
compared to 79; home repair enhancement — thiseisitim-
ber of applications, pardon me, just to clarify -ene this year,
three last year; energy management — none thisarehnone
last year in that same time; mortgage financing 3-t8s year,
38 last year; home completion — two this year, flast year;
owner-build — one this year, three last year; rerghabilita-
tion loans, three this year, four last year; anel téntal suite,
which I'm assuming is a rental suite improvemenbgoam,
five applications this year compared to 17 front {eear.

When members have the opportunity to look at otatest
gic plan and the strategic goals, strategic goaibrer one is to

I'm unclear as to what we got for that facilitate access to more attainable, suitable sustainable

home ownership opportunities in the Yukon. | bedi¢hre word
“suitable” has been removed from the final drafittive had,
given the difficulties in determining what is “salile” across
the continuum.

This is on page 5 of the engagement piece. Youadnat
1.3, which is assess options to provide enhancsidtasce to
homeowners to have their structural repairs aneéfoergy-
efficiency upgrades carried out in their privatelyned homes.
One thing the Yukon Housing Corporation, through Hoard
of directors, has recognized is we need to do entwte to pro-
mote the programs we currently offer. We're lookiagin-

The Premier said: “...yes, this is something we sthoul creasing the public awareness and the marketirgdfithings

look at. As we do look at all opportunities andsazable re-
quests from both sides of this House, in my opinitis is
something that we should also have a look at ak"wel

Is the minister following this direction? Has therpora-
tion looked at changing housing policies to drojs thension
from the calculation of income?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
enced, the Premier did make a commitment to lodkattas an
aspect when it comes to what is happening throughios
Yukon government. | don't believe the Housing Cagtion
has looked specifically at it as of yet but, obwdlyuas a corpo-
ration that is a Crown corporation of the Yukon goment,
we feel it would obviously apply to us once someghis im-
plemented along those lines.

Ms. White:
then, and I'll let that one go for right now.

on what we offer and getting that message out t&o¥iars
through a variety of means.

We want to ensure that there is uptake on the progwe
offer, whether it be anything from home repair e tenergy
management or the mortgage financing or even peritiag
new program that is being contemplated with respeeitain-

Yes, as the member opposite refer-able home ownership.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for those responses.
In speaking to retrofit and knowing the ministerhisth the
minister responsible for Yukon Housing Corporatiamd the
Minister of Education, has the corporation consdeoffering
training to conduct those energy retrofits, bothwihitehorse
and in the communities? In that same vein, hagdngoration
considered doing trades training within the comriesiwhile

I'll save my questions for the Premier, actually building Yukon Housing Corporation units kaving

kind of hands-on training within the communitiestttwould
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have an end product of a Yukon Housing Corporatiome?
That's both looking within Whitehorse and withiretcommu-
nities.

Hon. Mr. Kent: The corporation provided the training
and administrative paperwork for third party indpes needed
to implement the energy bylaw. Also, the corpomatias been
providing training courses and seminars for Ened@ufor
house evaluators, energy efficient constructiorst Ipeactices
for, again, oil-fired appliance and oil-tank in&#ibns, certi-
fied ventilation install and design, HRV balancin@ity of
Whitehorse energy bylaws verifiers and self-helpldeus
courses.

With respect to those self-help builders coursdselieve
that there has been a recent advertisement inaper pffering
that program again. As far as delivering more cahpnsive
training, it would be something that the corponatiwould
work on in cooperation with Advanced Education afukon
College. | should mention at this time our supgortHabitat
for Humanity, not only the Yukon Housing Corporatidout
also the Department of Community Services whertihes to
building new affordable homes for people in need.

Obviously, there has been a lot of work investedthsy
Yukon Housing Corporation over the past numberezrg and
a lot of assistance given to Habitat for Humanityhwits af-
fordable housing projects. We have an operatingeeagent
with Habitat for Humanity to provide the first mgages for
Habitat homes. There has been assistance to Habttatall
three of its housing projects completed in Whitskoto date.
We’re also a contributing partner in the fourth jpod in In-
gram, which is nearing completion, and have pravidedi-
tional land in the Whistle Bend subdivision.

I know something that Habitat Canada is extremebug
of is the first-ever build on First Nation settleméand, which
is occurring right now with Champagne and Aishikikst Na-
tions’ land out at the Takhini River subdivision tire Alaska
Highway just toward Haines Junction.

So | think there are a number of initiatives tha wan
work when it comes to training and other thingshwihie over-
all community and really find ways to move forwaadd not
only partner with the community, but partner witther or-
ganizations and governments. | think there are sgreat ex-
amples of cooperation between the Housing Corpmratind
Community Services. Again when it comes to Habitéys-
ing, Community Services and Education are all wagkdn the
recommendations of the oil-fired appliance workgrgup and
moving forward in a constructive manner with thathink
there are tremendous examples across governmenteodle-
partmental cooperation. | think this is another ovieere we
could look for other opportunities to cooperate poviding
training for individuals.

Ms. White:
Premier in his mandate letter to address the pgaps identi-
fied by the Auditor General in 2010. The Auditor reeal
noted that the corporation has not carried out aalkeganalysis
to determine how well it's meeting the need foriabhousing
in the territory, particularly in Whitehorse. Therporation also
needs to do a better job of determining the type raimber of

social and staff housing units that are neededagh €ommu-
nity.

Has the corporation made progress in determiniaghded
for social housing? In my question today | refesgha senior
who is on the brink of — pretty much — disasterd am her
situation her love for her pets is paramount; sa® lnade that
very clear. What is the corporation doing to hetpple like the
senior of whom | speak? How many units do we needd:-
dress the need for housing currently? What aretiVevaiting
for? What progress is there on the other policysgap

Hon. Mr. Kent: There were a number of recommen-
dations by the Auditor General when it came toeadéht as-
pects of the Yukon Housing Corporation.

| think perhaps rather than going through the 10sor
pages here right now, what | can do is commit tiirgg some
updates to members opposite with respect to thieypghps
and a status update on them. Again, when you |btikegletter
of expectations that | have as minister with thartdoof direc-
tors and the corporation, in there is to addressptlicy gaps
identified by the Auditor General in the reportthé OAG to
the Yukon Legislature in February 2010.

Specifically though, I'll just speak to the sociabusing
program evaluation that the member opposite reteddnThe
recommendation was that the corporation should renthat
the evaluation required under its agreement withHCMis
completed on time. To help assess the effectiveniess social
housing program, recommendations stemming fronettadua-
tion should be considered for implementation to riove the
social housing program. The update on that is W@k has
commenced regarding an update of the appeal byitew re-
view and consideration by the Housing Corporatiaramd of
Directors of the analysis contained in the recewtad housing
program evaluation.

So there is some work, and the performance audéfés-
enced on page 17 of the report that was tabledeeadday.
I'm looking forward, through the board of directpte identi-
fying those policy gaps and updating that on a lergoasis to
myself. It's something that's very important and piontant
enough to address in the protocol agreement as gbattie
shareholders letter of expectations.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for the answer. The
report tabled today will be interesting reading wheget a
chance to get through it.

So the Yukon Housing Corporation draft strateg@anpis
an excellent first step. | spoke to many of thepbe®r groups
who have been identified as stakeholders. Theyvarg ex-
cited and hope that the momentum from this firgtahmeet-
ing can continue.

So now that the corporation has a diverse number of
groups engaged — and they are engaged; they laeel, daid,

The minister has been requested by thejuite excited — what direction has the ministeregivwukon

Housing Corporation so that the big picture strateglects the
input of these groups and so that improvementsdoral hous-
ing are seen throughout the territory due to timgut?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | would like to take some time to out-
line for members the mandate mission and visiothen new
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strategic plan. Hopefully, that will help to franseme of the
conversation here.

So the mandate of the Housing Corporation that&o
the 2013-18 plan is to undertake programs anditietiwelated
to the provision of housing in Yukon as set outhie various
acts. | won't get into the exact verbiage here, ihutarrying
out our mandate, we are guided by our missionpnijsstrate-
gic goals and values.

“Our Mission — What We Do: We work to resolve exist
ing and emerging housing challenges in Yukon byipiing
social, senior and staff housing, as well as offregrams to
assist Yukoners build, purchase, upgrade and refair
homes. We support Yukoners most in need to firdl ragin-
tain suitable and attainable accommodation and allaborate
with all levels of government, non-profit organipats and
other parties to find innovative housing solutions.

The mission statement sets out the role that thkoiu
Housing Corporation plays in achieving its visidhdefines
the business we are in and the people we serve.

So finally, under Our Vision — Where We Are Going:
“...for a healthy, well maintained and attainable $iog envi-
ronment in Yukon that offers a range of housingict® to
meet the needs of all Yukoners.”

So the vision statement outlines the ideal futdatesthat
the Housing Corporation is working to achieve. Asntioned,
| think there was some fantastic, initial dialogui¢h the stake-
holders who were engaged on the draft strategio, phdnich
has led to the final document that is now up on Huoeising
Corporation’s website. | mentioned earlier that e presi-
dent of the Housing Corporation has joined somenibtees,
working with various NGOs — has been very engagih the
lenders and realtors and, again, a testament tbdwkground
in housing, and her passion for housing she hasghitao this
position. | think it's tremendous and, again, ligg really like
to take the opportunity to thank the Yukon Hous@®gypora-
tion Board of Directors for their leadership oviee flast year in
coming up with this new protocol agreement, with tétter of
expectations in there, and developing what | think tremen-
dous strategic plan that will help us with implerzion plans
over the next five years, from 2013 to 2018, torads those
strategic goals and what we plan to do with eachearery one
of them.

Ms. White:
fordable housing and the newly releasedial Inclusion and
Poverty Reduction Strategy.

My question is: What are the key deliverables aoiatré-
butions of the minister responsible for Yukon HaogsCorpo-
ration to the delivery of the social inclusion downt, and how
will those contributions be measured?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the housing continuum, from emergency sheltersatasitional
housing to supportive housing — social housing, phigate
market, rental and home ownership. Obviously, teedtment
of Health and Social Services takes a lead on abeurof
those.

As | mentioned earlier, there is collaboration w@hlva-
tion Army to consolidate, expand and relocate fitslter and

other services to a larger facility. Health andiglo8ervices is
working with a local NGO to open up the new youtlelter in

Whitehorse, and Health and Social Services andHiesing
Corporation are working with the Dawson Shelter iStycto

expand the women’s shelter to provide increasedesfm pro-
gramming and more bed capacity for women and anldn

need in the community of Dawson City.

So again, on the transitional housing side, therdghe
Betty’'s Haven project that we mentioned. Supportieeising
— Yukon Housing Corporation is patrticipating in t@gtions
for Independence Society and the affordable farhibysing
complex in Riverdale.

When it comes to social and seniors housing — wihen
comes to this particular issue, Housing has thé. [€here is a
rent- geared-to-income formula that we use foracand sen-
iors housing — 25 percent of their gross monthlydehold
income for rent and heat is what tenants pay. Weivested
significantly over the last number of years in reamiors facili-
ties in Watson Lake, Teslin, Faro, Haines Junctind White-
horse. Of course, the Turner Street apartmentsguess, what
may or may not be known as the new Korbo Apartmémts
Dawson City, or the Korbo replacement — again, stwveents
in family six-plexes and other initiatives. There also work
underway on the private market rental and home osinig

We certainly understand that housing is an imponbeant
of the social inclusion strategy that the MinistérHealth and
Social Services tabled. To that end, | know thersignificant
work done between the Housing Corporation and Hestd
Social Services, when it comes to that end of tdmicuum.

Again, that is speaking to the social and senianssing,
as well as the transitional, the shelters and tlotiser housing
projects — and supportive, | guess, is the othex trat |
missed.

The Minister of Health and Social Services andJehdi-
rected our officials and the Board of the Housingrp@ration
to develop an MOU between our two organizationsfarding
ways to build those paths forward that not only mebat
we’re trying to accomplish in our strategic plant lalso meet
what the Minister of Health and Social Servicedrigng to
accomplish with his social inclusion strategy.

Again, there is an awful lot of cooperation and kvgoing
on interdepartmentally, and | think that will beykie address-

So the links are clear between safe, afing what the member opposite is asking.

Ms. White: In 2010, an evaluation of social housing
policies was done. I'm just going to read — “Theapmse of
the review was to (1) document the implementatigpes-
ences of the policies; (2) assess the extent tahwdch policy
is achieving its intentions; and (3) identify pddsiimprove-
ments that would help realize policy goals. Theigevalso

Obviously, there are many aspects toassesses the effectiveness of YHC's capital planpincess.”

On page 3 of that document, we talk about capl&aimpng
and the overall conclusion says, “The YHC capit@nping
process appears to have suffered from the scas€itapital
budgets for housing over the past decade or mdamnig
would be enhanced by a more comprehensive housegsn
assessment, improved Census data, and use ofrautgoapi-
tal planning model.” I'm just curious as to whae tbrogress of
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the recommendations were, both overall and thererureha-
bilitation and maintenance of the existing stock.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Obviously, with the global economic
turmoil that began in 2008 and led to Canada’s ecva ac-
tion plan, we were very fortunate in the Yukon ® dble to
add significantly, not only to the number of sochausing
units we have, but also enhancing and improvingexisting
social housing stock. The Housing Corporation naw & total
of 657 social housing units throughout the Yukorasiof the
new housing was completed by last fall in ordeutitize the
remaining CEAP, or economic action plan funds ptmithe
March 2012 program expiry, so the corporation pased a
number of mobile homes, and they are being instatieCar-
macks.

| know that they were nominated for a Premier’s Advaf
Excellence for what they accomplished in investingse dol-
lars. Those dollars from the federal governmentevadviously
time-sensitive — as mentioned, March 2012. To He tbget
the projects out the door in the time frame thatytivere pre-
sented with is something that is very commendahtzeéd. |
think everyone associated with those projects shbal very
proud of what they accomplished. | am certainlyyveleased
to acknowledge that here in the House today.

Again, now as we move forward, we are looking atkid1
dollars for the affordable housing initiatives, soraf which
have been invested in the Alexander Street Restdand the
Options for Independence. That is at $75,000 pér 6o we
are going to have be creative as we move forwarthemapital

There are six mobile homes — three in Carmacks ansdide and look for those strategic partnerships Wwitht Nation

three in Ross River. With those additional unit83 Inew
Yukon Housing Corporation social housing units wereated
and a further 10 units were added in special needsing —
specifically, the children’s receiving home, eighits for
Health and Social Services and two units managedpiipns
for independence.

Again, as | mentioned earlier, over 350 social hugis
units throughout the Yukon were repaired and upgplagsing
that economic action plan funding. There were mdifferent
aspects to the upgrades that occurred, such aty $eftures,
interior or exterior retrofits, roofing repairspéring replace-
ment, furnace and boiler upgrades, siding, trim amébarrier
upgrades, bathroom and kitchen renovations, pairaimd, in
some units, wheelchairs lifts were added. We adgtavant to
acknowledge the financial contributions from thev&mment
of Canada, which made those social housing imprewsn
possible.

Again, as of February 28, 2012, on the upgradesouidh-
out a number of communities including Carcross,n@2aks,
Dawson City, Haines Junction, Mayo, Ross River imeg8Vat-
son Lake and Whitehorse, there was $6,540,000dw & dol-
lars invested and $860,000 additional Yukon doliassested
— s0 $7.4 million over those two years.

Now we’re obviously in a situation where the ecoimm
action plan dollars are no longer flowing. We alsok advan-
tage of some of the northern housing trust dollargesting
$32 million of the $50 million that we receivedanisferring
that to First Nations so that they could use thaaddress their
individual housing requirements, as well as an taatthl $4.5
million that was transferred to Kaushee’s PlaceHetty’s Ha-
ven. That's where some of the northern housingt tnusney
has gone. There is some additional dollars left,caed we've
asked the Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Destto
come up with a plan that fits into our strategiarplespecially
on the partnership side and leveraging additionaéstments
from others.

Getting back to the member’s question, when it comoe
what we're doing on the social housing improvementsvi-
ously there was that tremendous influx of dollars ard |
should congratulate the capital building branchthia Yukon
Housing Corporation for their work.

governments, NGOs and the private sector when weoatr
build on what we already have and grow that pamnohey to
meet the housing needs of Yukoners no matter withene lie
on that housing continuum.

Ms. White: In the corporation’s draft strategic plan,
goal number three is to develop strategic partigsskvith
Yukon government departments, other governments)- no
government organizations and the private sectgouirsuit of
collaborative initiatives to enhance the full ranglechoices
along the housing continuum. The Northern City Suppe
Housing Coalition’s “housing first” proposal forehhard-to-
house was withdrawn back in August of 2011. | believith
the new strategic goals, possibly the tide is changl was
wondering if the Housing Corporation has spoketh#coali-
tion at all to advance the important projects. htea to know
how long the commitment from Canada is to match the
$75,000 per unit for construction of affordable teéraccom-
modation.

Hon. Mr. Kent: There are two years left on the pro-
gram | referred to. It used to be called “affordalblousing
initiative”, but | think they changed the acronybut I'm just
going to call it the affordable housing initiativigeist to keep
with what | know. My apologies to CMHC officials whmay
be listening, but I'm going to stick to that acromy

When it comes to Northern City's proposal, it's omyder-
standing they have not approached the Housing Catipa to
resubmit their proposal at this time. If they wéoedo so, of
course it would be evaluated on its merits and Gareg to
other proposals. The one thing | can certainlynieimbers of
the House know is that there is no shortage of gsals that
come into the Housing Corporation for consideratidgmything
that comes forward from anybody is evaluated omisits and
ranked against other similar proposals that comedid.

Ms. White: Just before | lead into my very last ques-
tion, I'd like to acknowledge how much | appreci#te inter-
change between the minister and me with regardutstepns
and the conscientious effort he is making to anserques-
tions that I've asked. It makes for a very goodgaging de-
bate, and | appreciate it very much. | thank thieciads who
are here supporting him in that action, so thankwery much.

During the briefing with the officials, we were dohbout
renovations underway in Dawson City on the 10 unitsl
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think it's 10 units; correct me if I'm wrong — thaitill be used
for the hospital staff when the Dawson hospital nspeMy
guestion: For these 10 units sitting vacant or gpegnovated,
are there currently any citizens on the wait-list frukon
Housing Corporation units in Dawson City?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
refurbishment in Dawson City, I'm sure we’ll heaorh the
Member for Klondike shortly, who will reaffirm sorteng that
| know — that housing options in Dawson City araited. The
Housing Corporation is now working to supplemerg dtaff
housing needs in Dawson City. There are 12 unitsgbefur-
bished for staff housing inventory that should bady for oc-
cupancy in the spring of 2013. The Housing Corpomnais
extending the serviceable life of its housing umiith upgrades
to make the units more comfortable and more plegasirten-
ants.

One of the things we are looking at is developinsfedf
housing strategy. The Member for Klondike spokeualibis
during debate on the Department of Education amedierred it
forward to the minister responsible for the Yukomwuding
Corporation when he was up. Hopefully, he will Beased to
answer your questions today on that.

When it comes to the wait-list, as | mentioned iearmn
the social housing side of things — and this iseancy report
as of November 30, 2012, just for reference for itmers oppo-
site. We have 49 seniors in Whitehorse on the ligtiand 30
non-seniors in Whitehorse on the wait-list. There aome
small humbers across some of the other communhigsfor
the vast majority, there are no people on the \istifor social
housing units outside of Whitehorse.

The First Nation housing outside of Whitehorse -eythe
done some tremendous work. | know the Tr'ondék Hwéc
First Nation was recently recognized for a hougingject and
identified specifically in a Conference Board ofn@da report.
I'm also happy to report that staff from the Yukblousing
Corporation were part of the design team that tietpedesign
and build the energy efficient, single detacheddesxes in a
new subdivision in Dawson.

When it comes to the staff units, specifically imavizson,
12 are unallocated — so 12 there and four in Watsake.
There is no one on the wait-list in any of the ottemmunities
— so 16 on the staff housing unit wait-list.

Obviously, we're trying to address that through tierk
we are doing to refurbish the units in Dawson Cityere is the
Korbo Apartments site that has been recently reatedi We
are still waiting for the final sign-off and finalean bill of
health, |1 understand, on that property. I've begpreached by
individuals — some from the private sector — whe laoking
to build some staff housing accommodation and wdetbeen
referred to the Yukon Housing Corporation. | am#te meet-
ings to occur shortly, specifically to Dawson Cégd taking
care of some of the staff housing issues that éxigtat com-
munity.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to thank the officials for being
here today. | know you are busy, and it's reallpragiated to
have your time here today in the Legislative Asslgmlt's a
great segue from the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kihgvas

just wondering — there is a discrepancy here betwewsat we
are hearing from the minister compared to whathearing in
the community of Dawson alone. As early as this rsem |
know there were at least 16 names on that lissécial hous-
ing. Some of those names were actually on thefdisup to

When it comes to the staff housing three years.

There has actually been some housing availableoivk
that there is one house in particular — | forgetatvireet it's
on, but it is a Yukon Housing Corporation hous&s Hue. |
can see it right now. It's right by the hospitdlhhs been va-
cant for a few years as well. | can get the acidalress for the
minister.

Now, without much explanation as to why there amme
vacant houses in Dawson, one would understand \ehyin
persons would maybe not check if they're still drattlist.
However, | do know that there are people who belithey're
on a list for social housing in Dawson. | also knthat there
are two teachers who would love to be on a liststaff hous-
ing, who are new to the community. One has picked house
and is paying a lot more than they would if theyravallowed
to have the Yukon Housing Corporation price foffgtausing.
The other one is still couch surfing and is lookfaga place as
of the beginning of next month, and will still beoking for a
new place.

So | was just wondering if the minister can commesto
looking into those discrepancies of numbers. | \Woabso-
lutely be available to help him collect these naih#se minis-
ter wishes to incorporate my services there. Fit evith that
for now.

Hon. Mr. Kent: As of November 30, in Dawson City
there are 98 total units; 70 of them are sociakhmunits, 62
are active and one is vacant. There are seven wagair and
on the wait-list in Dawson there is one senior #rée social
housing individuals, so four total on the sociali$iog side of
things. For staff units, there are 28 total stafits) 27 are ac-
tive. There are none vacant and none under refizére is one,
which is the one | am assuming the member is tglidbout,
that is out of service.

Just to quickly go through the definitions of thasgious
things: “active” of course means occupied and alled; “va-
cant” means unoccupied but available for occupategger
repair’ means in the process of being repairedremdvailable
for occupancy; “out of service” means it is shutvdoand win-
terized with no plans for future use; and “unddpcidtion”
means ready for occupancy and in the process oifghbeio-
cated to a specific applicant. There are requeststaff hous-
ing when no units are available — that is the didin for
“waiting lists” — approved for housing and waitirfgr an
available unit.

Those are the definitions that | outlined. I'll conit to get-
ting corporation officials to follow up with the hsing man-
ager in Dawson City to ensure that these numbbevé as of
November 30 and have just mentioned are accuratkthren
I'll get back to the member opposite on that wheooimes to
the Dawson City specific questions that he askexpefllly, |
was able to provide a bit of a breakdown on a dmatpsf what
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the Yukon Housing Corporation situation is in tlwmenunity
of Dawson City.

Mr. Silver:
there is an issue of people being on that liseftong time and
then basically just not checking back in, maybalifig other
options. | did speak to a number of people todayp Wwalieve
that they are currently on that list. I'll look feard to talking
with the minister and his representatives.

Just a quick question — did we lose a 0.5 positioDaw-
son for Yukon Housing Corporation? | know that tigtow
currently there is one full-time person at the edfiand there
was another 0.5 position — if you could just comimas to
whether we still have that position or not or ifigt just not
filled.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
is still there. It's one and then an additional.Q.believe the
0.5 was an administrative position. There is the community
housing manager position, but again, if that infation is in-
accurate, I'll certainly get back to the member agie and I'll
have officials check on that.

| thank the Member for Takhini-Kopper King in coatu-
lating me for staying on topic. I'm just going tedthe indul-
gence of the Member for Klondike and drift a littéf topic
right now and provide an update. It's something thdidn’t
get a chance to do off the top but I'll provide apdate for
members of the House on the attainable home owipepsh-
gram. Perhaps that will stimulate some additionaésgions
from the member opposite.

The framework for this program has been approvethby
Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors. Thare still
some questions with CMHC that need to be resolbet we
anticipate them being done in the next month orl seill be
brief with this. I'll just give a brief program dedption and
how the program works.

The name that the board approved is the “accetétaime
buyer program.” What it's going to do is assist amd mod-
erate-income home buyers with the down paymenutchase
a primary residence dwelling.

Presently, many people are prevented from entettieg

| appreciate the answer. | do think that

revised on the median income on an annual basiedban the
most recent tax-filer income data from Statisties)&da.

Just quickly how the program will work: The apphta
will have to provide 2.5 percent of the purchasegpand must,
again, qualify for a bank mortgage where the tdtavn pay-
ment is at least 7.5 percent of the purchase pfice.Housing
Corporation loan will be a maximum of five percefithe pur-
chase price.

The loan will be subject to a nominal rate of ietrfor
the fixed term of the mortgage, and the loan ppakiand ac-
cumulated interest must be repaid upon the sallkeeoflwelling
or at the end of the first five-year term of thertgage, which-
ever is first. Obviously, there may be some instanwhere
that's not possible and we’ll deal with that on ase-by-case

From what | understand, that position basis, should there not be enough equity to repay up-to-

five-percent loan. That really gives a quick ovewiof that
attainable home ownership piece, but one of theratispects
— and it's not something that I'd initially envisied when
asking the Housing Corporation Board to look as,thiut it's

something that is a companion piece to the othegrnam, and
that's a home ownership preparedness and edugatomram.
That program is directed to renter households tiey aspire
to own a home but need better financial manageinainting

and may have insufficient income.

The program provides participants with informatmnthe
financial planning, budgeting and household managerskills
necessary to achieve successful home ownershipnd®f the
prerequisites to being eligible for the acceleradtedhe buyer
program, prospective owners must complete this atthre
program as well. It's really a financial literacyepe coupled
with all those household management skills that memme
owners or people who are trying to enter the mavkiitre-
quire.

Just quickly for the eligibility for the homebuyprogram:
applicants may be an individual, a couple or a Bbakl com-
prised of three or more individuals. They must b&ukon
resident. Applicants shall provide valid Yukon heatare card
or a letter of offer from a Yukon employer. | thitikat's de-
signed to assist us in our recruitment and retergimals when

housing market because they lack a down paymerge lar it comes to attracting people to come to the Yukmmwork,

enough to qualify for a mortgage from a lendingtiingon.
This program is intended to assist households withtal an-
nual income of up to 120 percent of — it's basedV@hite-
horse’s median household income. So where that dvbel
currently is at approximately $80,000. Individuslave to be
eligible for bank financing to qualify for this. A, it's tar-
geted to individuals who haven’'t accumulated a isiaffit
down payment. This is something | heard a lot ofniy riding
where there are a number of apartment buildings.

When he is in Whitehorse, the member opposite lives
one of those apartment buildings. He may have dalie
neighbours who are in a similar situation wherepbedknow
they can afford the monthly payments, but are tgwiouble
with coming up with that down payment. Assistandd ke
provided to those individuals in the form of a dede loan and
registered on the title as a second mortgagee dateewill be

whether it be in the public sector or the privagetsr. They
obviously must qualify for the mortgage for the tco$ the
dwelling from a financial institution and they mystovide a
minimum deposit of 2.5 percent of the purchaseepfar the
down payment. Those are the aspects that havecoesidered
with this.

I think one of the exciting pieces that has comedadfuhis
is a number of options through the homeowner edutgiece
and credit repair piece to expand beyond that sistapeople
no matter where they are in the continuum in movmgugh
the housing continuum and eventually into the homvaership
piece.

I'm really excited with the work that the Yukon Hsing
Corporation, the board of directors and everyonmlired in
this have come up with. | look forward to rollinigat out and
making a more official announcement once CMHC haised
their work and approved what we've got here. | aaty
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wanted to give Yukoners and members of the Hous®pshot
of what we’re looking at with this and say thasiteally the

start. It's not going to be the finished produdhefe are some
other opportunities that we're looking at withirethome own-
ership and rental piece that I'll look forward tavng the cor-

poration approve and we’ll roll out over the comigegars.

Sorry about the off-topic comments.

Mr. Silver:
ceived an e-mail from a constituent on these paeis. | will
definitely forward that information to my west Dawsfriend
— and also the annual report that has been prodaregut on
my desk here today. It has some excellent informnatibout
the home-build and home-buy programs, so thankfigothat.

I will go to the question that we asked previouisiythe
House, possibly in the wrong setting, but it corhask to why
teachers were taken off the Yukon Housing Corpondist for
staff housing.

When | first moved to Dawson, having a place awhda
for me that | didn’t have to look for was absolyteksential. |
really firmly believe that being taken off of mystiof things
that | had to accomplish for myself helped for sloeial buy-in.
Having a place really gives you a sense of homeaasehse of
community right away.

| understand the need for the nurses and doctoedsto
come into the community and have a place to stagtsjust
put it under the term of “professionals” — teacheisctors or
nurses. To me, it's interesting to know that somefgssionals
do have housing available, where others don't.

| was wondering if the minister would like to commhen
that. | believe the rate is still a standard $6@0professionals
coming into the communities for Yukon Housing Cagimn.
That rate hasn’t changed in a long time. | alsovkimo that for
professionals, it's great to have that availabletlf@ first year
or maybe two years. | was wondering if the ministeruld
comment on whether or not he believes that is doimgtthat
should change. I've asked in briefings before whahe man-
date for Yukon Housing Corporation. Number one ohsly is
social housing.

Under that guise, I'm just wondering if there’s a@ppetite
for the minister to look into changing the polioy forofession-
als in Yukon Housing Corporation and if he’s witlimo com-
mit to having a time limit for professionals. Dord@and teach-
ers make a lot of money. They made the newspajeottier
day. They were talking six figures for those teash®wadays
after the great work that they did negotiating cactis with the
Minister of Education. | know the minister respdneai for
Yukon Housing Corporation has an intimate knowledfythat,
so | was just wondering if he could comment on,thkgase.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
enced, staff housing is certainly one of the prograhat the
Housing Corporation continues to administer on Hebfathe
Yukon government. One of the interesting figureat thve
come across is over the last 10 years our ruraloMuovern-
ment workforce has grown by 18 percent, from 758906 em-
ployees. About 560 of the current count are permaaad
term employees. This information was as of MarcR@i2.

That wasn't so off topic actually; | just re-

We currently have 153 staff housing units in sezyiof
which 14 are assigned to other organizations, sscthe Hos-
pital Corporation and Yukon College, leaving 133sto allo-
cate among Yukon government staff — again, recaggithat
we certainly want to make sure that we can not oatyuit, but
also retain professionals in our communities. mkhiousing is
a key ingredient that we try to provide to thosefgssionals
who are moving outside of Whitehorse and workingourr
communities. | know from personal experience — wineyn
family moved here in 1973, we lived in Public Woltksusing
that was administered by the federal government.disly was
a federal government employee, so that was obwoaighig
recruitment piece for him and for us coming nodtte Yukon
at that time — and us still remaining in the Yukorthis day.
All of my siblings and extended family, for the mgsrt, are
still here. So it's such a key ingredient.

But, again, to the member’s point, there has beereased
economic activity; there has been devolution ofefatl gov-
ernment employees that has led to that employegease out-
side of Whitehorse in the communities, and it isetithat the
Housing Corporation, along with key departmentshiz Yukon
government — | know the member referenced mediaziep-
sionals and the education professionals we havefheue is
also demand from Energy, Mines and Resources, dgh-H
ways and Public Works, and the Department of Emwvirent
and others.

There are an awful lot of departments at play wiien
comes to staff housing. The work that is being utadten is a
comprehensive review of the current and futuref dtafising
needs. So | look forward to hearing back from tfiecked de-
partments and the Housing Corporation on that amadiry up
with some recommendations for those individuals Wbhavant
to stay in the community. Perhaps there are recardat®ns
that will come forward to moving them into their ovinome
ownership pieces. Perhaps even for some of thadegsionals
that are in the income range we’ve talked about Wit accel-
erated homebuyer program — they are able to use fitur-
chase their own homes and free up staff housing.uni

Where we have trouble all along with the stock \aeehat
the Housing Corporation, | think, is where indivédsi stall at a
certain point in the continuum on the social side.

We're not able to keep up on the staff housing,sadtber.
So | think the best way to look at it is to movaliinduals
through from staff housing to perhaps their own bamwner-
ship if they’ve decided to remain in the communitst they've
chosen to work in.

Obviously, in some communities that won't be aniapt
because the market is limited for home ownership, ihere

Again, as the member opposite refer-there are options, such as Dawson City, Watson bakeany

of the other communities across the territory, Hopeful that
this review of the needs and of the policy will egk$ that. |
think that in speaking with the president of thepowoation, we
can anticipate something coming forward in the 26a@ndar
year with respect to that staff housing policy.
Mr. Silver: | really appreciate that answer. I'll be

looking forward to the results of this. The ministaentions
recruitment and retention. | know that | knew qlyckfter |
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moved here that | was going to be staying in Dawsod after
about a year | knew that | was actually able toraffa mort-
gage, but at the same time, | really had no matxat factor
to push me out of that Yukon Housing Corporatidnagion —
you know, $600 a month compared to actually gettirepared
for a mortgage. It's quite a different amount ofrmay.

| will say too that | actually did get a mortgagedd went
through the Yukon Housing Corporation’s mortgagédopro-
gram and | do recommend it for others as well.

I'll switch to availability of lots and solution®thousing
problems in Dawson and then I'll give the floor ote any-
body else who has some questions. Once again, t@ankor
the member’s team coming here — the officials. $ weonder-
ing, now that the old Korbo lots are pretty mucblaanmed —
and | believe that accounts for four lots — and wodd that to
the stock that Yukon Housing Corporation also matown of
another four empty lots, that's a total of eiglty dots that are
owned by Yukon Housing Corporation, | believe, theg va-
cant. The minister can correct me if I'm wrong. aswvonder-
ing if there are long-range plans for these lots idthere is not
something that has already been established,ris #reappetite
for the corporation to sell those lots off to thivate sector? |
do know that there is interest.

I don’t know if the minister can answer this questior
not, but in that vein, has any dialogue taken plaeteveen the
minister responsible for housing and Property Managnt
with regard to plans for the McDonald Lodge builgliafter a
new facility is going to be offered for our senionghich is go-
ing to be attached to the new hospital?

I've been told the old McDonald Lodge facility woluhc-
tually act as an excellent facility for housing f8OVA stu-
dents and transient workers in the summer. SOVeeagly to
go to a second cohort, which would mean 30 studemtsing
in and looking for housing, so this seems to besacellent
opportunity.

There is a rumour — and of course, believe it dr tieere
are rumours surfacing in Dawson — that McDonald deds
going to be demolished as opposed to maybe beiad fo
help within the housing sector. | was just wondgrihthere
have been any conversations the minister has beaived
with as far as that goes, and then also back teetleight lots
— if they would consider selling these off to thévate sector
if they don’t have a long-range plan.

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member opposite. We've
had some fun this session talking to the membeosifgabout
where he’s actually from, but | will concede thag home is
Dawson City and we’re very proud to have him asutoner. |
know he has been a strong member of that commémitthe
past 15 years through his teaching and also hislvement
with many local community organizations. | will pah end to
accusing him of being from “away”. | won't speak fathers.

When it comes to the lots that the member spoketabe
the four lots that comprise the old Korbo Apartnsesmd then |
believe there are four additional lots — | knowattthe Hous-
ing Corporation did dispose of some lots prior tp time as
minister, but there were some that we did put @nrttarket in
the community. | may stand corrected on that, blieve that

was the case. With the four additional lots and eayh the
pressures that we've talked about in Dawson Citlinik what
we want to do first off is determine how we're ggito move
forward on the Korbo site.

As mentioned, the remediation took place this fathink
the contaminated soil was hauled to a governmagilitfain
west Dawson. I'm not 100-percent sure if we got dlieclear
from Environment yet, but I'll check with official® determine
whether we can move. Some further testing may riecoe
done in the spring, once the ground thaws, to rsake that we
got all the contaminants.

When it comes to that site, | think the best maweus go-
ing forward is to look at the strategic partnershipot only
with Yukon government departments, but First Natovern-
ments, NGOs and the private sector, in pursuitoibborative
initiatives to enhance the full range of choicesngl the hous-
ing continuum in the Yukon. That speaks to ourtegi@ goal
number three. | would like to talk to the Yukon Kmg Cor-
poration Board of Directors and give them directiormove on
that site.

What we end up with there will determine what olang
are for those four individual lots that the membpposite ref-
erenced — | believe there are four of them. Manyhein are
suitable for building and we may require them ta Jukon
Housing stock on, obviously with the different pees, and
of course Dawson City is at the forefront of mirevelopment
and mining exploration, so we could see additiqgmassures
there from the private sector as well as additignatdlic sector
resources moving in on the staff side.

Just quickly on McDonald Lodge, | know that thathe
responsibility of the Department of Health and &b8ervices.
I'm not aware of what the future use is for thatilfty, but |
certainly will take it up with my colleague, the miter of
Health and Social Services, and get back to the beermppo-
site if there are plans determined, or to responithé rumours
that he has heard in his community.

When it comes to possibly using it as a residelidezer-
tainly want to speak to Yukon College — studenidesces
are primarily their responsibility — and get a serisr what
they need. | know there is a need for them in Wiaitse. One
of our campaign commitments was to identify land dostu-
dent residence and any additional buildings they meguire
for the centre for northern innovation in mining.

So I'd like to talk to the college and see exagthat their
short- and long-term needs are in Dawson City wépect to
the programs that they offer there. I'll committte member
opposite to talk to these organizations and theédaek to him.

Mr. Elias: I'd like to also ask the minister a couple of
guestions with regard to my home community of OtdWC

I understand there are six or seven housing uti¢s t
Yukon Housing Corporation is responsible for in dow.
Over the years, there have been some mechanicatenance
problems associated with those units that arethimost part,
used by the teachers who live in Old Crow. | wasdaying if
the minister can give me an update on whether orthmse
mechanical maintenance issues have been rectiéedulse
they seemed to be going on for quite some time.
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There was also a fuel spill outside one of thesurit |
think it was about a year and a half ago. Therebessn some
reclamation of that spill. | was just wonderindné can give me
an update on that. If the minister has any replacgmlans for
any of the units in Old Crow — are there any plembuild any
affordable or social housing in Old Crow under #uspices of
the Yukon Housing Corporation?

| do realize that access to the community of OldvCfor
maintenance is an issue. | understand that theserise dia-
logue going on with the First Nation, in terms @vdloping a
maintenance relationship for those units. So if thimister
could give me an update on those issues that améngofrom
my community, that would be good. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the $50 million in northern housing trust money? $8illion of
that was transferred to First Nations. I'm not sexactly what
share was transferred to Vuntut Gwitchin, but —38illion. |
thank the member opposite for giving me that numbieat’s
great. Obviously, some resources were transfeodtid Vun-
tut Gwitchin First Nation.

When it comes to the staff housing that is operdigd
Yukon Housing Corporation in Old Crow, | know thdrave
been some issues with the staff housing, and iwait® been
left in poor condition.

The Housing Corporation doesn’t have a housingefii
Old Crow. | believe it is run out of the office Dawson City.
There has been technical staff on site at a vaaktymes over
the past number of months, starting September é. Mémber
for Pelly-Nisutlin and I arrived in Old Crow on ownéthe days
for our oil-fired appliance consultations, and were able to
do a tour of some of the residences there and aakmk at
what was happening.

The member opposite is correct: we're looking ahitm
up with an agreement with the Vuntut Gwitchin Fixgttion on
maintenance and finding ways to make sure — obljowe
want to prevent similar issues in the future sohage begun
working on new staff housing procedures with thpatttnents
that use our staff housing as well as working il First Na-
tion on maintenance aspects. | know the Vuntut Ghiit take
care of the majority of the homes in Old Crow. titlhe oppor-
tunity to meet the capital maintenance managerirectbr of
government services — I'm not sure exactly whattitlis was.
We met him when we were in Old Crow — working witlose
individuals to make sure that the housing issuebk @mcerns
are addressed.

I'll have to get back to the member opposite ondtatus
of the fuel leak outside one of the units that éfenred to. I'll
get information back to him about that, just to makire that
we're transmitting correct information. Certainlyhen it
comes to any new builds in Old Crow or looking tideess
some of the concerns, we’ll weigh those opportasitagainst
what the demands and needs are in other Yukon coiitiesl
Again, not to be a broken record here, but | thamle of the
most important strategic goals that the corporalias set for
itself is that strategic partnership goal. It doeference work-
ing with other governments. I've had a tremendousking
relationship with the Vuntut Gwitchin government other

Just referencing when we did receive

issues — educational issues, of course, in my aslMinister
of Education — but | look forward to developinguather dia-
logue with chief and council and representativehousing up
there as well, and how we can develop some of theategic
partnerships to meet the needs of the people of0Dd.

| know that the new president of the Housing Coafion
has a strong working relationship with the chief thpre, as
well, coming from her former capacity as Deputy Miar of
Education. We're looking forward to working with Wiwt
Gwitchin on a government-to-government basis whemwines
to looking at the housing issues in the community.

Chair: Before the member speaks, would members
like to take a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Thank you. Committee of the Whole will re-
cess for 15 minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We are going to resume general debate on Mt¥ukon
Housing Corporation.

Ms. Hanson: | just have one area for questions arising
from the notes to the financial statements on gagén curi-
ous about the note under 8, seniors housing marexgeiond.

It says here: “The Seniors’ Housing Management Fund
was established under section 9 of Hheusing Corporation
Act to provide for the future housing needs of Yukosesiors.
The Government of Yukon approved the establishroérthe
Fund in October 2000.” It seems like a prudentgHion do. It
then goes on to say, “Until 2010, the Fund recei@Gxern-
ment of Yukon funding through an annual appromiatian
appropriation equal to interest revenue generayetido Corpo-
ration’s Green Mortgage Program and interest resezarned
on monies held for the Fund. In May 2009, the Gorent of
Yukon directed the Corporation to use the SHMF &kenup
any shortfall between the economic stimulus fundfram
Canada and the actual costs for projects benefimgjors.
Where no shortfall exists, SHMF funds are not regpliito be
used and may be used for other projects benefgmors,
subject to Management Board approval of those piaje

My question is, in a sense, two parts: What wasédtie
crued amount in 2010, and what is the intent ofegoment
with respect to this fund? Is it to spend it downilu— con-
trary to the initial intent, which was to provider ffuture hous-
ing needs — or is it the intent just to spend #vdauntil there
is nothing there because | see no expenditure 11.280 if |
could have a response with respect to the accroexligt —
like, what it was before the change in directiomg ghen what
the long-term intent is with respect to having aiees housing
management fund to provide for future housing needsit
says here?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The balance at the beginning of the
year, where it says “2011”, would have been 2010sblthat’s
for the 2010-11 fiscal year and then 2011-12. I'dbave the
figures prior to this, but | can take a look ane ffel can get
those for members opposite; | don’'t have them hdth me
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today. With respect to the dollars that are ingéeiors housing
management fund right now, a portion of those dsliaill be

used on the Alexander Street Residence that igggoibe con-
structed in downtown Whitehorse. Just directing rbers’

attention to page 15 of the report itself, therghis seniors
housing management fund there in the annual reapattwas
tabled earlier today. It shows the 2009-10 apprexarbalance
of just under $3.7 million, and subsequent expemes that
have taken it to where it was at just under $2 mibon.

On two projects in 2011, $205,000 was spent onAtire
beyfield project in Whitehorse. In 2012, $721,008svspent,
including $360,000 for the new seniors building Watson
Lake, $300,000 for the new seniors building in Whirse or
what's known as “Waterfront Place”, and an addiidb61,000
for the Abbeyfield project. Those dollars came ofithe sen-
iors housing management fund.

At this point, we don’t know what it's going to lbmatil we
get the tenders for the project, but a portiorhefinoney in the
seniors housing management fund will be going towte
Alexander Street project in downtown Whitehorse.

Just quickly before | get back to the member oppoan
case she has a follow-up question, | just wanteck$pond to
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin with respect to el spill.
The fuel spill that occurred near the staff housm@ld Crow
has been remediated.

| just wanted to give him that update that it hesrbreme-
diated, and quickly also to apologize to the Leanfahe Offi-
cial Opposition with respect to a memorandum | serfter on
December 10, 2012 regarding issues that she raigledlose-
leigh Manor. In my haste to get it down to her,de® | know
that most of the issues are very important andsprgsto her
constituents, | made a spelling mistake with het tame. So
apologies to her with respect to that member.

Ms. Hanson: It's okay, Swedes are very forgiving
people.

| thank the minister for that response. The sequard of
my question is really the intent. It was establishas it states
here, to provide for future housing needs for Yulszmiors.
That seems like a prudent thing to do, to have sahiliy to
address that. We have heard numerous times thatahsfers
from Canada — and we have no guarantees of anifisant
increases of federal transfers and no major pramise far,
even though there have been lots of requests wibect to
new stimulus funding. Is it the intent to spendsthdiown to
nothing? | guess I'm looking for clarification. itfs being used
in little bits and pieces, subject to Managemerar@approval,
is that consistent with what the objective was ursgetion 9 of
the Housing Corporation Act to provide for the future housing
needs of Yukon seniors? | am just asking if theritibn is to
spend it down to nothing.

Hon. Mr. Kent: | guess just going back, | know the
member opposite read this piece into the recortithis fund
was established under section 9 of theusing Corporation
Act to provide for the future housing needs of Yukeniers,
and that's what we intend to do — identify projetiat will
benefit Yukon seniors. These dollars have been sttt past
by the corporation to augment other investmentshiegyGov-

ernment of Canada. When it comes to the AlexandexeS
Residence, we are using some money from the atitedeus-
ing initiative at the $75,000 per unit amount tdldbthat, but
we're also using some funds from the senior housiagage-
ment fund. That amount will be determined once eeeive a
successful bid on the project and that's whend#l able to
inform members of the House how much is left irs thian-
agement fund.

Moving forward, the intent is to ensure that we tse
fund to provide for the future housing needs of ¥ulseniors
and to continue to invest in that. Where the fundseup — it
would be great if we could continue to maintainosifive bal-
ance with the fund and continue to use it to inwiesthat sen-
iors need for housing.

Ms. Hanson: My final question then: Is there a
threshold below which the Housing Corporation wik let the
senior housing management fund fall?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | don't believe that there has been
any threshold established, but the board of dirsatall play a
pivotal role in determining the expenditures ofsthiind, so |
will take the matter raised by the member oppagitevith the
chair of the board and the board of directors. &aesH’ll get it
on the agenda at their next meeting and see ifibayade any
decision as to a threshold that they would likengintain as far
as this fund goes.

Mr. Tredger: | was pleased to hear the minister talk
about the progress on the seniors and elders caritpldayo.
My question for him is, prior to determining whgpé of struc-
ture or complex will be built, will the minister reewith the
elders and seniors of Mayo, as well as the Na Cy#ékNDun
and the Village of Mayo, to determine how best teeinthe
needs of Mayo senior and elder residents now artthiénfu-
ture?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned earlier in the ques-
tion raised by the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kintpose
discussions are currently underway. It won’t be presonally
who leads those discussions; there are staff whoeagaged
with members of the community. When it comes toedigping
new housing projects for seniors, | mentioned eathat the
president of the Housing Corporation is currentyeloping a
committee for membership. I'm hoping that they eatablish
some guidelines that we can apply to housing pt®jacd mo-
bility issues across the territory. | would expstaff-led en-
gagement and discussions to be held at the comynlaviel
and in fact those discussions are being held aspsak with
respect to what the design of the seniors faaility look like
in Mayo and the number of units — any number ofsthas-
pects as far as this project goes.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you to the minister for his an-
swer. The seniors, as well as the village and taeCNo Nyak
Dun Council, have been contemplating and dreambauiaa
complex for some time now. They have a lot of idte will
make it a very viable and vibrant place in the &gk of Mayo.

Thank you for your commitment to meeting with them.
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My next question is related to the increasing agtin the
communities and outside of the communities of Mayal
Carmacks. They're finding that there is a housing &t short-
age in both of those communities. What plans ademmay?
Have there been consultations with the Na Cho Nk, with
Little Salmon Carmacks, with the village councifdvayo and
Carmacks to provide living accommodation for logabrk-
forces who are working in the industry around tlegimmuni-
ties, but would like to live in the community? Cdulhave an
update on where we're at with that please?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
tion and the mandate for them, it's obviously toyide social
housing for individuals on a rent-geared-to-incobasis for
individuals and seniors on the social housing s&dewell as
outside of Whitehorse to provide staff housing Yatkon gov-
ernment employees only, not private sector emplkay€bken of
course there are the loan programs and other thimegsare
offered through the Housing Corporation to assesipbe who
are prospective homeowners or who are looking taplprades
to their existing homes.

Probably the best individual for the member opositdi-
rect his particular question to would be the Mieistf Com-
munity Services, as it is she who is responsiblgtfe land and
the lot development in Yukon communities. | knove sb en-
gaged in discussions with municipal governmentsst Flation
governments and others on a regular basis, so lia she
would have more information for the member opposite

Mr. Tredger:
ing traffic that goes through residential areaschMof the traf-
fic goes right past a number of Yukon Housing Coation
residences. This is creating a dangerous situaltigsnnot safe

for the residence. It's not a pleasant activith&ve going past.

There is a solution, and it has been looked aafoumber of
years. It's a Carmacks bypass that would reroatfidrthat’s
destined for the Casino and Mount Nansen areasdhra by-
pass area. Would the minister undertake on beliaitalients
and residents living in his housing to talk to kislleagues
about the Carmacks bypass road and encourage theomt-
plete it as soon as possible?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
previous issue raised by the member opposite -heiptimary
responsibility of another department. In this chdeelieve it
would probably be Community Services as well ashiigys
and Public Works that would look at such a project.

I know that when it comes to the Housing Corporatice
have a very full mandate and a full agenda thatuneertake
on the core programs that we're in charge of. |vknbat
Highways and Public Works has yet to come up fdratke dur-
ing this sitting and hopefully the member oppositeable to
direct his questions in this respect to the MimisteHighways
and Public Works, or even perhaps the Minister @h@unity
Services, with respect to that specific project.

The corporation does focus on social and staff inguasnd
loan programs, and | think that’s enough work foe board
and the staff to focus on.

Mr. Tredger:
answer.

Housing is becoming increasingly energy efficieand |
must commend Yukon Housing Corporation for the regfthey
have made on behalf of our environment of the Yut@en-
sure that the housing that is built is energy &fficand is up to
date and meets all the current standards. Howeitkremergy
efficiency, maintaining and looking after a housedmes in-
creasingly complex.

I know that in other jurisdictions they've foundathmany
of the residents need training in house maintenanpkeep
and renovation. Many of the houses now have heatvery

With respect to the Housing Corpora- ventilation systems. Many of the rural houses haxaod

stoves; they are airtight. Mould is an increasingbfem. The
furnaces and the heating systems are increasirmiyplex.
Other jurisdictions have found that regular delvef courses
in home maintenance has saved them and reducedupksts
and maintenance costs and increased the comfresiafents in
the house.

Are there any plans for Yukon Housing to beginntirsj
courses in Whitehorse as well as in Yukon commesitn
home maintenance and skills — something as simpleac-
ing weather stripping, but it may also be runnimgHRV and
the maintenance required there.

It could be furnace maintenance, not repairs bintgth a
homeowner can look for, like when to change therfil to en-
sure that the water systems are working. All thkisels of
things are becoming increasingly complex. When tiey not
paid attention to, the bills for the maintenancstscand the

In Carmacks, there is currently increas-upkeep costs increase tremendously. It would bgreét ad-

vantage and cost effective if Yukon Housing Corfiorawere
to undertake something like that and make it abbglao all
Yukoners, both in the communities and in the city.

Hon. Mr. Kent: This gives me a quick opportunity to
also give another little shout-out to two of ouiesce fair win-
ners, the “Don’t Let It Out!” winner, who talked ailit energy
efficiency — her project was focused on that — émeh the
project that spoke to radon gas was “Don’t Letnt’| The
Minister of Economic Development and | had the apypaty
to meet with the students prior to the sitting geday and go
through their projects. | know the Housing Corpmmathas

I think this issue — similar to the been involved with the students and looking atrtipeojects.

It's tremendous that we have such great young mas
young scientists who are going to represent theo¥iubn the
national stage in Lethbridge.

Specifically to the member opposite’s question +ritk |
may be repeating myself from an answer | gave tleenber
for Takhini-Kopper King earlier — the corporatiomsh been
providing and there are no plans to not continueviging
some of these relevant training courses and semioamdi-
viduals. Some of the examples are the EnerGuidehdmise
evaluators; energy-efficient construction; bestcpicas for oil-
fired appliances and oil tank installations; cétif ventilation
install and design; the HRV balancing; worked wite City of
Whitehorse energy bylaw verifiers; self-help buildecourses
that | spoke about and | think are currently beadgertised.

Also the corporation has partnered with the YukasldC

I'd like to thank the minister for that Climate Innovation Centre as well as a local conypancon-

duct extensive monitoring on 21 units, ranging fremgle-



1976

HANSARD

December 11, 2012

family dwellings to multi-residential buildings. Eawill be
streamed to a server at the Yukon Research Centrenade
available to other agencies. What that informatgdesigned
to do is to help us better understand the perfoomarf super-
insulated residential buildings, the effects oésifyle on the
building, the accuracy of computer models and mubch
more.

One of the other partnerships that the Yukon Haus€lor-
poration is engaged in with other agencies is nooinij sev-
eral heat recovery ventilation units — the HRV anit in ex-
tremely cold climates to gather data on the peréoroe and
modes of failure of HRVs in the north. It will heidentify
ways to improve ventilation systems in our climéie better
occupant health, home durability and energy costs.

I will again take this brief opportunity to thankd con-
gratulate staff at the Yukon Housing Corporationowliere
part of the design team that helped to design aild the en-
ergy efficient single detached residences in DawGin that
recently garnered a claim from the Conference Badir@an-
ada in its report of December 2012, which celelratee
Trondék Hwéch’in housing project. Thank you to tiiekon
Housing Corporation staff who played a part in thatject.
They should be proud of themselves, as | am sard ttondék
Hwéch'’in are.

Chair:
Housing Corporation?

We're going to proceed line by line.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Gross Expenditures

Gross Expendituresin the amount of $245,000 agreed to

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $245,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Repair and Upgrade

On Home Repair Loans/Programs

Home Repair Loans/Programs in the amount of $815,000
agreed to

On 2009 Yukon Flood Relief Program

2009 Yukon Flood Relief Program in the amount of
$95,000 agreed to

On 2012 Flood Relief Initiative

Ms. White:
know | was told at the briefing, but what is theaeery rate
from Canada on this amount?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The dollar figure in this line item that
the Chair referenced is $3,460,000 and the recdveny Can-
ada is anticipated to be approximately $2,160,00@t leaves
the balance there and I'll let members do the quieith. That
balance is a Yukon government expenditure.

2012 Flood Relief Initiative in the amount of $3,460,000
agreed to

Ms. White:
move that we approve the supplementary of Yukon sty
Corporation as it stands and clear and carry & abole?

Unanimous consent re deeming all remaining lines in
Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared or
carried

Chair: Ms. White has requested the unanimous con-
sent of the Committee to deem all remaining lime¥ote 18,
Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared or carried, expuired. Is
there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $245,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $8,250,000
agreed to

Yukon Housing Corporation agreed to

Chair: Thank you. We're going to move on to the De-
partment of Finance. We’'ll take a five-minute recéar offi-
cials. Thank you.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We are going to resume debate on Vote 12, ibepat of

Is there any further debate on Vote 18, YukonFinance. Ms. Hanson, you have the floor, with 1&utes, 24

seconds left.

Department of Finance —continued

Ms. Hanson: | have no intention of spending 16 min-
utes and 24 seconds. | believe that where we féforo De-
cember 4, | had asked the Minister of Finance -ad set out a
concern that | had with respect to provisions agsiut of Bill
C-38. Just to remind or refresh the minister's mgmthat was
the change to the borrowing provisions for the itinies,
which in fact results in increased federal contveér essen-
tially the Yukon. The issue here is that these atmants in-
crease federal control over the territory, not \wketthe bor-
rowing should be increased. As | said on Decembébédlieve
that, in the Official Opposition’s view, the onlyotly that
should be controlling any issue to do with the bating of this
territory is the Legislative Assembly of this téory and it

Can the minister please remind me; Ishouldn’t be the federal government that makesettésds of

decisions. It seemed to me and the Official Oppmsisome-
what ironic that the federal government is essbytigolating
the fourth pillar of their own northern policy. Therthern pol-
icy talks about improving and evolving northern gmments.
In effect what they're doing is unilaterally changitheYukon
Act without any public consultation.

So | had closed when we left off asking for the igtier of
Finance’s thoughts on this important issue andlll led@ve off
there. | only have one other question and then ulevtike to

I'm not sure of the process, but can | move to line-by-line if we could.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that the question kind of
actually comes out of the playbook for the NDP Memfor
Western Arctic who | think was making similar statnts in
Ottawa.
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The Yukon has always been subject to constraintemun

governments — because these principles have, angrtvin-

the Yukon Act as have the other two territories. In fact, thbtde cial and territorial governments have, a lot ofuahce over the

has been capped by a federal OIC for decades. thailes
that were in place were very vague and ambiguohs. few
rules will provide a greater amount of certainty astarity so
the government and officials tasked with managhe day-to-
day affairs really have clear direction. We expibet rules to
essentially mirror the Yukon’s past practices. Veéehad three
territories and they have had three different prietiations of
what constitutes borrowing and what entities irt fstwould be
covered under that borrowing.

So the federal government entertained a techneaéw
about providing clarity in ensuring consistency fdt three
territories. Beyond the government, this revievimiportant as
well for the Auditor General, who has expressechigpis on
compliance based on vague rules. How can threéotéss
essentially have the same rules but with threewdifft interpre-
tations regarding compliance? Clarity is probablystmimpor-
tant to creditors of the territories. Who wantdeind money to
a borrower if there is uncertainty as to the reguiaframe-
work? This is not a fundamental constitutional cenbut
really a welcome clarification in terms of borrogimAs | have
said in the past, the Yukon government continuelsatee full
and complete control over borrowing.

As a result of this technical review, the fedemygrnment
did increase our borrowing limit as it did for tle¢her two
territories. So, what has essentially happenedifois the cap
has been adjusted, and | will for the record agaiyn that this
was initiated by the federal government. This gowegnt —
and in fact the previous Premier as well — wastanrecord
saying that we weren't looking for an increasehie borrowing
limit, but as a result of their review, the borragilimit has
been increased in the Yukon as it has in the otier
territdsesdanson:
was making. It was not whether the borrowing limotsbor-
rowing should be increased. It's the fundamentatésthat
would allow the federal control and enable fed&abinet to
determine what constitutes borrowing — the entiteslasses
of entities which apply to the borrowing limit — éithe man-
ner in which borrowing is determined. But if theeRtier — the
Minister of Finance — is fine with that, that's &nWe’ll just
have that on the record.

The other issue that | wanted to raise, becaudeeis deal
with the intergovernmental leadership role that Bremier
leads — and | would imagine this would have besnlgect of
some discussion at the Council of the Federatiotoday the
Association of Yukon Communities in their newsletoércu-
lated an update on the Canada-EU trade agreenféatti@n-
ately known as CETA — the Canada-EU comprehensiee e
nomic trade agreement. The reason why they did ithaie-
cause the FCM says in the AYC’s newsletter thatienegports
about an elite copy of an internal EU briefing ntattkks about
the issues yet to be resolved in negotiations ardbe@ Canada-
EU comprehensive agreement. It raises some questam:
cording to the Federation of Canadian Municipaitie

What they ask for is assurance that the provirmidkrri-
torial government has committed to the principlesard these

| guess the minister missed the point |

procurement section of the agreements. In factribeno that
the FCM is referring to states that Canada’s wgliess to open
procurement was highly satisfactory. “Thus the woffigfills
our expectations...” — this is the EU — “...includinggard-
ing the expansion of procurement to the sub-centaél
(provinces and territories) and to Canadian CrovarpGra-
tions and already now provides for very considerafdided
value with regard to the existing situation.”

Negotiators, however, still hope to have “all locahtent
requirements for EU operators” removed from Caradaban
sectors, energy projects and have provincial regdidevelop-
ment clauses either eliminated “or redrafted” smasto un-
dermine Canada’s provinces’ and territories’ “markecess
commitments.”

One of the challenges that the FCM had placed thigh
federal government and why this is important i thay limit
these changes and the moving in of the abilityhef EU and
EU companies would leave municipal, provincial &éeditorial
governments in Canada vulnerable to costly legibmacThey
limit our ability as communities to be resilient gfficult
times. So the FCM is seeking — and | am seekingeiralf of
Yukoners — confirmation that this territorial gomement has
reiterated their commitment to the seven principtEntified
by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities tharevagreed
to by International Trade Minister Ed Fast. At thesociation
of Yukon Communities’ meetings this spring — | leek that
the Premier and a number of other ministers wegeeth— the
representative from the FCM spoke positively abitnt fact
that the International Trade Minister had made m@quivocal
commitment to respect the Federation of Canadianidifali-
ties’ seven principles.

Madam Chair, | raise this in the context of thedfice de-
bate here because it is an important aspect ofriegsthat lo-
cal businesses, this territorial government andllocunicipal
governments will not be subject to costly legalligres for
implementing local procurement strategies to keap local
economy as robust as we need to keep it.

Thank you, Madam Chair. That will be my last quasti
and then I'd like to move to line-by-line debatdass there is
something generated in response here.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm sure that the Leader of the
Third Party might be interested in a question ali, we we’ll
give him an opportunity to do that.

In terms of getting back to the debt for a minltecause
of the comment there — | mean, again, | think ire @ense
there’s a good reason for controls on debt. | thivdt the terri-
torial government actually saw that after the tase the NDP
was in government and, in fact, put forward thetgetion act
to prevent what happened when the NDP was in pavitera
massive collection of debt. Perhaps a ceiling tsanbad thing
in some circumstances.

I'm not going to comment on leaked documents aretigp
lation and hypothetical situations from the EU. @iy, nego-
tiations on free trade agreements, like any netjotiaare a
very intense time where both sides are working tdwan
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agreement. You can’'t make an agreement throughmibdia
and through public accord.

New Democratic Party — has a proud record of resibbs
fiscal management of this territory. This shouldcime as a

Certainly, the comments have been made based onsarprise to anyone since the NDP provincial anditteial

leaked document from the EU. | have no clue whethat

document is in fact a final position of the EU onexe they're
going to go with it, because, in fact, it reallyasnegotiation.
So | think it's very difficult to provide commentbed on such
a situation.

Negotiations are negotiations, and they are adivimeath-
ing dialogue that occurs between the Governmentadiada
and the EU. | can say that, with this CETA negaiiat not
only has Canada been at the table, but the teéest@and prov-
inces have been at the table with Canada, as twwalgpresent
and express the views from the territorial and prcal levels.
Though Canada has the responsibility to sign teagteements
with other nations, in fact the reality is that thevinces and
the territories are the ones who have to deliver tlhose
economies.

So having representation at the table is a verydgsiep
forward, and | believe that the provinces and teigs will
encourage the federal government to ensure thabwenue to
have that relationship with future trade negotiagio

In fact, when it comes to this negotiation, the artément
of Economic Development has been the lead for th&ow
government, in terms of providing input to Canadatlaey
move forward with their negotiations. This is aywé@nportant
deal for Canada and for the EU. | reminisce becauseare
now 25 years into the NAFTA agreement and, at time,t |
clearly remember the debates and some of the featsvere
expressed at what was going to happen to Canaddghing
this trade agreement with the Americans. | thinkt tthe suc-
cess of that free trade agreement goes withoungasi this
point in time — 25 years later, millions of jobsated on both
sides of the border. Capacity with these jobs fealth and
prosperity has truly been significant, but we h&velso rec-
ognize that we are a small, developing economy. Gbeern-
ment of Yukon recognizes the need to assist ounbsses to
grow and also to diversify. That's part of whatstigovernment
is working on and part of what's happening justhy fact that
we have a growing population. Ensuring that Yukontmues
to have access to the necessary tools for achiedogomic
strength and diversification is an important objectffor us in
these negotiations.

The last comment | would make is that, when it cernte
the NDP, they have a perfect record, in that theeyehopposed
every free trade agreement that Canada has evextsig

Ms. Hanson: You know, it's unfortunate, and it's
probably quite telling, that the Premier choosesttack the
record of the NDP, when he is supposedly speakirtgst own
budget. | guess it's a sign of a tired party antitexd govern-
ment that's out of good ideas because if they hag they
probably would want to talk about them instead efivetring
skewed history lessons that are not grounded is.fac

Since the Premier insists on deflecting the tensiomy
from the matter at hand by attacking the New Deiaticr
Party, | feel compelled to respond. I've endurechths of this
litany of inaccuracies, Madam Chair. The NDP — ¥heon

governments have had the best record of any Camadidical
party when it comes to balancing the books — bettan the
Conservatives, and better than the Liberals.

Those guffawing and laughing across the way neddhé
my word for it. These are the findings of the feddbepart-
ment of Finance in its annual fiscal referencedsbPerhaps
those are a little too complicated for the memlmgosite to
read, but | refer the members to them. Let’s takdoaer look
if we could at the Yukon situation.

According to the Public Accounts — the Public Acots)
Madam Chair, not the inspired imagination of certacript
writers for the Yukon Party — the consolidated, itedt] au-
thoritative financial statements for the territery that's what
the Public Accounts are. Yukon New Demaocratic Pay-
ernments left the Yukon government in the blackfdct, the
records show that governments of all politicalpstsi have left
the territory with accumulated surpluses.

The Premier’s claims about previous NDP governments
simply don’t check out. | think the Premier knowetter and he
should be ashamed. The Premier is fond of makiasgmel
about the state of the books at the end of thekBg&nNDP
government. My goodness, it's a pretty sad situatithen you
have to go that far back to look, but you knowt tj@avernment
in fact left the territory with an accumulated duspof tens of
millions of dollars, as did the McDonald NDP goveent sev-
eral years later.

You know, the Premier occasionally likes to spebkua
budget deficits. While attacking the NDP, he conestly ne-
glects to mention the fact that there were sevenalual defi-
cits, while the Yukon Conservative and Liberal goweents
have also run annual deficits. Avoiding a defisitigood prac-
tice, but | think the Minister of Finance — the Pier —
knows full well that no political party of any gig, including
his own, has completely avoided them. | use thekmanal-
ogy: just as it wouldn’'t make sense for homeownereave a
hole in the roof and risk losing the house, it sbtmes doesn’t
make sense for government to put off important stwents. |
suspect the Premier understands this. It's tooheagduts scor-
ing political points ahead of rational debate oa tudget. So,
if the Premier wants to give his repetitive, skewed

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair’s statement
Chair: Order please. | would ask the members not to
personalize the debate. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson: If the Minister of Finance wishes to —
Madam Chair, | have endured the same sort of dlmgae-
peatedly from this minister opposite.

Chair: Order please. Can you continue your debate?
Thank you.
Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Madam Chair. | guess it's

the prerogative of this government to give repetitiskewed
and incorrect versions of Yukon economic historyngaback
15, 20 or 25 years. That is their prerogative, gioun my mind
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it's not the best use of our limited time in thisdislative As-
sembly. In my mind, | believe the Yukon public woukther
MLAs try to find solutions to the challenges today.

I've heard this repeatedly. | would suggest to Biemier
— the Minister of Finance — he may hold back tharlgdales
of what happened when the Ostashek government gatme
power and there was this great hue and cry abowt there
was this great debt. You know what in fact happahede? His
government chose to purchase a review by ConsuadiiaigAu-
dit Canada, seemingly in order to spice up hisrtrgpeech.

| read that throne speech; it was kind of spicyt Bufact
the Auditor General pointed out that he was wrond there
was not the dire circumstances. In fact, the YuRarty of the
day had made $400 million in spending promises faehd
out, you know what? When you’re governing, it'stdd diffi-
cult to do that. You can't do that and be respdasib

If you look at the accumulated surpluses of theiltin
era, of the McDonald era, you will not find the coaian or
negative situation this Yukon Party government gnefand
likes to refer to. | think if the member oppositasabeing forth-
right, he would acknowledge there have been a numwiban-
nual deficits during the course of this current ¥nkParty re-
gime and in previous ones. It's unfortunate thithiss approach
this government chooses to take.

The question | have is this: Is the Minister of &ine pre-
pared to accept the fact that the March 31, 19%#ted con-
solidated statements showed an accumulated surftigsa
simple question. And will the Premier cease andstidsom
these rather useless allegations, which move ushemnfor-
ward, when we are talking about the days in 20liagyfor-
ward. I'm quite prepared to put this behind meéfik. If not,
then perhaps he might want to have a further d&sonsand
debate, where we can actually speak to the auditdments
— the Public Accounts, for this territory. | raii@s issue in
response to a determined attempt by the membersappm
deflect from the matter at hand. | just want to puitthe record
that the information he has provided does not cetiee accu-
rate statements of the Public Accounts of thisittasr, and |
would believe that he should withdraw them.

Chair’s statement
Chair: The Chair would like to caution the members to
temper their comments and not personalize the debat

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Unfortunately, we're hearing
more from the NDP in the same vein that we hearyegay.
Unfortunately, the numbers speak for themselves.|oking
at the record. In fact, the last year of the Pdhigevernment,
there was a deficit of $64 million. After the Pestikgovern-
ment term ended, the Ostashek government implemhethte
Taxpayer Protection Act to ensure that governments would be
more responsible with their money than what we watlv the
NDP governments.

Borrowing is not new, and deficits and surpluses @ot
new, either. As | have stood up in this House — tnedprevi-
ous Premier did as well — the true tale of the tiape net fi-
nancial resources, and that's something that thiseignment
has continued to build upon every year. When yak lat a

single year, yes, you can — and this governmenhhdsa mild
deficit in a year, but has continued to maintaistrang net fi-
nancial positive position.

As | mentioned, borrowing is not new and this iseaam-
ple. Members opposite should be very aware thagngihe
size of this small economy relative to capital pot§ required,
Yukon has had a long history of borrowing and répguto
fund activities. A Yukon Party government has bamd, and
we all know that the NDP certainly did when they&ven this
side of the House. Between 1987 and 1998, suceedidP
governments borrowed in excess of $100 million.MBrch of
2009, a Yukon Party government had reduced thebts de
under $51 million. On March 31, 1992, for examptes last
Public Accounts under Tony Penikett's NDP governtmen
showed that the debts totalled $88 million: Yukoouking
Corporation, $25 million; Yukon Development Corpia,
$55 million; Yukon government, $8 million, totalgr$88 mil-
lion. The budget for that year ended March 31, 196talled
$334 million. This meant borrowing represented 26cpnt of
the budget.

Interest rates were in the nine- to 13-percenteasg the
servicing costs of the $88 million would be equérdlto ser-
vicing in the range of $160 million to $230 millidnday. In
other words, the cost of servicing that debt wkslyi as large
or larger than it would have been to service anydwaings by
the Yukon Party government in the past two mandates

Madam Chair, this government has been very suadeassf
managing the money of the territory — of the taxggay— and
we will continue to do so. As | mentioned, all th@vernments
have had deficits. The NDP clearly had them undxh b/r.
Penikett and Mr. McDonald. However, since the YulRarty
has been elected, the Public Accounts clearly stimt the
Yukon Party government has incurred fewer experises
revenues to the tune of approximately $183 mill@bviously,
superior discipline has its benefits.

I'm interested to know where the NDP find these bars
to make them feel important about the great accsimplents.
As we’ve said in the House too, the NDP recordaafr®my is
very clear; we know how they solve the problemshef day
such as energy and housing and that's just to theaterritory
out and then we don’t have those problems whenave peo-
ple leaving and businesses closing down. Unforeipatwve
were in the same sort of situation. This governnwilitcon-
tinue to work toward being responsible, creatingarfunities
for all of our citizens and creating prosperity é&veryone.

Seeing the time, | move that you report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Soeaker resumes the Chair
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Speaker: | will now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from the Chair of Committeettwf
Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 7, entitleskcond Appropriation Act,
2012-13, and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.
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