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Speaker: I will now call the House to order. At this
time, we will proceed with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed with the Order Paper.
TRIBUTES

In recognition of the staff of Legislative Assembly
Office and Hansard

Speaker: Before | turn tributes over to the floor, on
behalf of all members of this House, | would likethankHan-
sard staff for the fine job of recording our proceedingnd
correcting our small verbal stumbles, as well apghages, who
have served members with exceptional commitmentiastty,
the Clerk and Deputy Clerk, Helen, Sue and Dawn Jegisla-
tive staff, who advised us and guided us througltloist year.
To all of you, a heartfelt thank you and a Merryri€tmas.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?

In remembrance of Willie Gordon

Mr. Silver: | rise on behalf of the Legislative Assem-
bly to pay tribute to the late Willie Gordon. It$hheen a rough
couple of years for musicians in Dawson City. Weéehaeen
the passing of some great performers, like Ayliargp and
Wendy Perry and Gord Polichek, and the communitgtiié
reeling from these losses.

Today I tribute the late, great Willie “the FiddIi€ordon. |
remember my first days in Dawson. | arrived in twemmer,
and | knew pretty much right away that | could litheere —
friendly folks, an excellent school staff and amagzstudents.
The winter hit, and then half the town closed upthvthe hus-
tle and bustle of the summer crowd dissipated aedwtinter
set in, the true character of Dawson is exposed. Hgart and
soul of what makes this town so special is now oigable.

It was November when | realized that the band &&"Pit”
was not just held over; they were here to stayouldn't be-
lieve that a band of that calibre was the houselbarsuch a
remote part of the world — that they could haveypthany-
where but they chose to make the Westminster louhgie
home. Of course, I'm speaking of the legendary foiBroth-
ers. | used to get angry when people tried to tallne during
sets. | was mesmerized. The level of talent on stege was
absolutely top-notch. Lead man Gil Benoit, mastethe steel
strings, with the fastest hands I've ever seenh&id Halliday
steadily leading the beat on the drums, keepingrooéiblister-
ing solos in check like an orchestra conductor; rthianica”
George McConkey, arguably one of the top harmoplagers
in Canada; the late great Gord “the Walrus” Policbe guitar,
blues master and musical genius, mentor; anddastertainly
not least, Willie Gordon on fiddle.

If 1 had any reservations about staying in Dawsibre,
Pointer Brothers definitely tipped the scales tastaying. A
couple of years later, | had the opportunity tanjtihe band.
Richard moved down south for a spell and for twarge on
every weekend, | shared the stage with these geetieand
learned — or, “cut my teeth”, as they say in thdustry —
with the finest musicians — musical educators —e l'sver
known.

It was during that time that | developed a speuoiaid with
Willie Gordon, or Willie Government, as he is knowm his
friends. Willie was a great player; on the fiddhes tone and
timbre were perfect. | have yet to hear anyone @asnge
Blossom Special as fast or as proficiently as Willie G. On the
bass — a drummer’s friend — he never missed a béate is
an expression in music that when things are realbking on a
stage, it almost seems as if the whole band is traia track
and it would be harder to derail that train thamwduld be to
stay rolling forward. This is called being “in tipecket”. You
could play in bands for years, here and there ur ¥iée, and
never, ever, actually really experience the pockétll, with
Willie Gordon on bass, it was guaranteed — nigkerafight,
set after set, song after song.

Willie also sang. The house would lose its mind mvkiéil-
lie would get up to the stage for a song abounélatable date
who — and | quote: “never has a headache or baattbrehen
we’re kissing.” | will spare the House the resttbése lyrics,
but | wish people could see the happiness on \Wlfizce after
songs like this, or after any of his jigs and reéls goal was
always to bring joy to the audience, and he did. thNebody
did a better job at that than Willie Gordon. Thahg was a
tribute to a sense of humour.

We travelled to Vancouver as part of the Folk Altia
showcase one year. Now, this is an internationahevThis
particular year, it was held in Vancouver. The BaiBrothers,
along with the Undertakin’ Daddies, were selectedepresent
the Yukon. Now, the Member for Mount Lorne-Southeakes
was the frontman for the Undertakin’ Daddies, alarith Bob
Hamilton, Nathan Tinkham and, on the harmonica, rGeo
McConkey. They usually performed a more acoustasibut
they electrified audiences at the Croatian Centith whe
Pointer Brothers sharing the stage.

It was in between set breaks that Willie Gordon, Gord
and | went for a walk to see the spectacle of thi& Rlliance.
There was a band on every street in Granville. ddtad, in
every single room, another band. It was an inté@nat event,
and it was packed. It was a sight to see. As we walking,
you can imagine the small town boys in the big atyan-
couver. Willie smiled, looked over to me and sdWell, you
have Gil dressed as a cowboy. Gordon is in Casharitd he
looks like a construction worker. I'm an Indian. Ymok like a
cop. Let’s tell everyone we're the Village People.”

Willie was also a great soccer player. He was dnthe
original DJs on CBC'’s the “Lovin’, Hurtin’, GamblinTravel-
lin’, Drinkin’, Truck Drivin’ and Mom Show”.

He was an ambassador during the reenactment @fdte
son Nugget’s hockey trip to Ottawa to play agathst Ottawa
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Silver Seven, and he also played the fiddle @o€anada on
centre ice for that game.

In closing, | just want to say that this tributerist done
with a heavy heart. This tribute is to a wondegdetson. When
Willy passed, there was great sadness in our tewd,it was
echoed throughout the musical community. We loptoaeer
in Yukon music that day, but | was not sad. My seak calm,
for | knew that Willy was finally at peace and tleg was once
again reunited with his love, Nancy Van Fleet Gorddhank
you, Mr. Speaker.

Applause

In recognition of Yukon Quest's 30 " anniversary

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf
of all Members of the Legislative Assembly to paipute to
the upcoming 30 running of the Yukon Quest International
Sled Dog race. This 80anniversary celebration is a hallmark
milestone in the history of the race and one thla¥akoners
can be proud of.

Since the first running in 1983, many individuatsedeor-
ganizations have supported the race. Together \ebrete the
achievements and the hard work accomplished byethdso
have worked hard to make this race an iconic wietesnt,
which showcases Yukon’s legacy of sled dog mushing.

I understand that my Yukon Party caucus colleagiue,
Member for Lake Laberge’s sister ran in the Questlie first
time in 1989 at the age of 18 and is still oneh& youngest
people who have ever run the Quest.

We thank the Quest board, president Joost van atter?
the staff and the Quest board members who proviganiza-
tional leadership. In fact, it's a honour for me rigport that
Joost, the president of Yukon Quest, has just vedenotifica-
tion, and in the coming weeks he will be presentéith the
Diamond Jubilee Award from MP Ryan Leef on behdlfie
Queen for his hard work and dedication to move Gheest
forward.

We also acknowledge the dedication of the manynolu
teers, sponsors, the vets, race officials, and W commu-
nity organizers. Of course the race would not happghout
the mushers, the dog handlers and of course the ttdg their
willingness to embrace personal challenge that séke Quest
such an exciting event.

In September, | had the pleasure of announcingiaddl
funding to support Yukon Quest for ongoing pre-raetebra-
tions happening now during the next few weeks aadihg up
to the 2013 race. As part of that celebration onr$tiay, De-
cember 13, MacBride Museum is hosting a visualteto the
race — and that is this evening. The exhibit walhture poster
images depicting the Quest vision. These imagesuraghe
essence of the race, along with information onotfigin of dog
mushing as a sport in the territory. From its huaritbginnings
30 years ago, very few events highlight the romaoicé¢he
north like the Yukon Quest. This northern spiritrédlected in
the men and women who take part in the race. Weheekve
of their dogs through canine care and marvel askilkit takes
to race 1,000 miles across a harsh winter landscape

For Yukon and Alaska, this special race and speeial
tionship reflects our cross-border friendship amelriecognition

that our own success is tied to our neighboursddgootune. In
addition to the cultural significance of the raessisting the
Yukon Quest with funding support is an investmantukon’s

winter tourism product. Many media and trade faamiiation

tours are scheduled around the race, which offepeunities
to showcase Yukon winter travel and vacation exmees
across the globe.

Since 1999, the Department of Tourism and Cultae h
provided over $2.3 million to the Yukon Quest Camadgani-
zation in support of the program development, coape
marketing, foreign media familiarization tours, @administra-
tion and community outreach. The"™3eunning of the Yukon
Quest International Sled Dog Race begins at ShijsyRiark in
Whitehorse on Saturday, February 2, 2013. It'sanch for all
of us to be there at the start line to wish oumtaite musher
safe travels and to share in the excitement ofitigs as they
ready themselves for their 1,000-mile journey.

We wish good luck to all of the mushers and theigd
and safe travels during their northern adventurea-true ac-
complishment marking the %0running of the Yukon Quest
International Sled Dog Race.

I will mention again that there is an exhibit opanithis
evening at MacBride Museum and that starts at p0Q. |
welcome everyone to attend. I'd also ask for thuigence of
all Members of the Legislative Assembly to join imewel-
coming staff and directors of the Yukon Quest te tallery:
Joost van der Putten, the president; Rolf Schrifit, vice-
president; Clarke LaPrairie, the treasurer; andiéA8ylvestre
Belanger, the executive director. Welcome all.

Applause

In recognition of staff of the Department of Highwa
and Public Works

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | am pleased to rise today to pay
tribute to the quick response and hard work of eygss at the
Department of Highways and Public Works througts 2012
year. With already a few weeks of cold weather unoler
belts, Yukoners are already prepared for what wiistéhrow-
ing us this year. There are many in our departmeéra are
working to keep our buildings, highways and airpaafe and
operational.

Highways and Public Works is one of the largest @t
diverse departments in the Yukon government, witdrenthan
800 employees working to keep Yukon governmentfsain
structure humming. Much of the hard work goes uicedt
unless crisis strikes. This past June, for instantg depart-
ment worked tirelessly to reopen multiple sectiasfsour
highways that had simultaneously washed out. Cewsmwere
on the job until the highways were reopened. Addiily,
many of us are not even aware of the considerablé& that it
takes to keep our government offices functioninghed Yukon
government can continue to provide a high leveservice to
the public. Our team of Highways and Public Workesl a
great job of keeping our buildings, computers, phdnes op-
erational and developing new ways of doing our thess to
improve our operations.

We work hard to provide services that other Yukaw-g
ernment departments rely on, such as Queen’s Prifiéet

Yys
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vehicle, air travel and contract services. Whethbe highway
systems, buildings or technology, it takes a caersidle

amount of time and commitment to maintain Yukon eyov

ment operations, and | appreciate the efforts efdbpartment
staff.

As someone who drives the highways of our territamya
regular basis, | see the evidence of the dedicatimhcommit-
ment of our highway crews every day. As you arevidg
around the territory this holiday season, pleake tamoment
to think about the work of our crews who ensuré ffta can
get to where you want to go. | would personallyelifo offer
my appreciation to all the staff members who warknstimes
around the clock to ensure that the operationshisf depart-
ment are carried out professionally and effectivélyank you
for your efforts and have a safe and happy holigesson,
staff.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Silver: With your indulgence, I'd like the gallery

and MLAs to help me welcome a constituent of miReberta
Humberstone.

Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents for
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadaoto n
ratify the Canada-China Foreign Investment Promotion and
Protection Agreement in order to allow a broad range of ex-
perts and stakeholders to engage in an open andpaeent
study and debate, and to propose amendments regattu
impact of the agreement on the:

(1) legislative jurisdiction of subnational goverants;

(2) judicial sovereignty of Canada; and

(3) national interest of Canada.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to pievi
support to extended families caring for childreatth

(1) establishes a special category of alternatare other
than formal foster care that allows for a rangdimdincial, so-

Speaker: Are there any returns or documents for ta-cial, training and counselling supports for caregsy

Applause
bling?
TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS
Hon. Mr. Kent: Pursuant to section 5(h) of thelu-

cation Act, I'm tabling the annual report of the Yukon Depart

ment of Education. This Yukon Education publicati@ports
on the state of education in Yukon for the 2011s@Rool year.
| would also like to take this opportunity to ackviedge the
5,000 students plus in the 28 Yukon schools, thividual
Learning Centre, the Montessori private schoolhmsé with
home learning arrangements, and of course, thoséuldn
College or taking their education at instituteshagher learn-
ing, whom | know work hard every day to achieveirtteest
and reach their own personal academic goals.

| would also like to quickly recognize and thank thie
people who work and volunteer in these schools.définitely
their efforts that make a difference in the livéshmse students
we're all trying to support.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | have a couple of documents for

tabling today. First, I'd like to table a Febru&®, 2011 press
release from the then Minister of Energy, Mines dRe-

sources, Patrick Rouble, entitled “Yukon governmeatks
modification to Peel regional plan”. | also have fabling an

excerpt from the resource assessment report dorikebfpeel
Watershed Planning Commission, identifying theltatamber

of guided trips for wilderness tourism in the Pegltershed,
the Snake River and the Wind River. There are efgrences
to the other rivers for ATIPP reasons. If there fawer than
three operators, they are not reported.

(2) recognizes the economic, social and prevemtie of
informal kinship care with financial supports napéndent on
needs assessment, especially for pensioned gramdpaand
single kinship caregivers;

(3) provides flexible, responsive and generoupitepro-
grams available on request for formal and inforrkiaiship
caregivers;

(4) provides generous financial support includiegal aid
to assist with legal applications for custody, gli@nship and
adoption, especially when children have remaindtiéncare of
kin for extended periods;

(5) provides childcare, financial, training andnsporta-
tion support for counselling or for kinship caregivself-
support groups;

(6) provides workshops and training in child regrisnd
current caregiving issues;

(7) provides cross-cultural training for social wers deal-
ing with First Nations people;

(8) directs a section of the Family Law InformatiGantre
to work with grandparents and extended familiessgiaing
children; and

(9) provides a telephone information system forieeland
support for grandparents and extended families goarey
children.

Ms. Moorcroft: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and
Privileges propose amendments to the Standing ©nere-
move Standing Order 76, also known as the “guil®tlause”,
that allows government bills to be passed on thal filay of a
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sitting of the Legislative Assembly without havirggeived full
debate.

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

| rise to give notice of the following

majority. The majority of Yukoners did not partiate in the
Peel commission’s consultation.

According to the 2010 report commissioned by CPAWS,
Yukon Conservation Society and wilderness tourieere are
the numbers: 383 people commented, plus a petifana

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada t@ombined total of 1,365 people. Fewer than threeegme of

support private members’ Bill C-32#n Act to Amend the
Federal Courts Act (International Promotion and Protection of

Yukoners indicated a position in support of thecatted 80-
percent or more protection. Compared to consuliatlike the

Human Rights), standing in the name of Peter Julian, to enableellphone legislation and the off-road vehicle cdttee con-

the federal court to hear claims for a host of arsal human
rights violations, such as genocide and torturayelbas activi-
ties that significantly destroy the environmentviolate key
international labour rights.

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges all members of the oppositon
represent the public interests and vote unanimaagynst Bill
No. 48,Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protection

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

sultations, consultations on the commission’s revemded
plan have a lot fewer people participate — in factghly half
the number of those who participated in the offdraahicle
committee’s work.

Three percent is not a majority. The Yukon govemime
has followed the process, and we will continue ¢osd and,
unlike the NDP, we are interested in the opinioralbfyukon-
ers and encourage them to visilvw.peelconsultation.caand
provide their comments.

of Privacy Act, based on the premise that there was no publit?':Jeaker § statement

consultation and no briefings provided to oppositnembers
of this Assembly.

Applause

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Before we go on to Question Period, I'd like
to remind everybody in the gallery that they areshte listen,
not to participate. It's a timed event, so we havdimited
amount of time. Members need to be able to getustijons
and responses. Thank you. We will move on.

This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Tredger: Yukoners from all walks of life partici-
pated in good faith in the Peel watershed land plaaning
process. First Nations participated in good faitlgusands of
hours and over $1 million was spent to arrive fihal recom-
mendedPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan. People en-
gaged in consultation, cooperation and compromiBee
Yukon Party government has unilaterally abandomedproc-
ess and rewritten the final plan in violation ofdi agreements.
This ignores the voices of thousands of Yukon peopho
participated in the process. It ignores Yukon Hiation gov-
ernments.

Will the minister follow the process outlined inr§ti Na-
tions final agreements and consult solely on thalfrecom-
mendedPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan as was writ-
ten?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As | reminded the member oppo-
site yesterday, | pointed to a report jointly cormsmned by
CPAWS, YCS and the Wilderness Tourism Association i
2010 — a report on public consultation. | have gaia point
out, the NDP thinks three percent of the populagguoals a

Speaker: | would like to remind the visitors in the gal-
lery to please not interfere. The time is limited this period.
It is 30 minutes long and no more.

Mr. Tredger: The minister is trying hard to under-
mine the good work of the people of the Yukon amg Peel
planning commission, but Yukoners aren’t buyingAitfected
First Nations do not agree —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:

a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member is not only factually

incorrect; he just imputed a motive contrary tongliag Order

19(g) in suggesting the government — and me paatilyu—

was trying to undermine the work of Yukoners. Inthithe

member should be asked to retract that.

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources on

Speaker:  Member for Riverdale South, on the point of
order.
Ms. Stick: On the point of order, | just think it's a dis-

pute between members.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: It's borderline. | would like to look at the
Blues, but at this point in time, it's a disputévbeen members.

Mr. Tredger: Affected Yukon First Nations do not
agree with the government’s twisting of the fingreement
process. This side of the House does not agree thtlgov-
ernment’s approach. The public does not agree, irchastry
has expressed concerns and doubts. Now the Yukod Uae
Planning Council has said the government's sell gokthe
radically amended plan is contrary to the finalesgnents and
is doing irreparable harm to land use plannindghaYukon.

I quote: “The credibility of doing regional plangjiis now
suspect.”
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Why is this government so determined to undermire t who guided trips on the Wind River in 2001, for @mbined
land use planning and economic certainty by crgatonfron-  total of 14 clients; and the three operators whidlepl trips on
tation, division and expensive court battles whety good the Wind River in 2005, for a combined total ofdients. As |
government would work cooperatively to build a stger and mentioned, the numbers for Bonnet Plume and others

more sustainable future for our children? were at that time too low to be released, becautieeie are
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would point out that it is the fewer than three operators, they can't be releasder ATIPP.
NDP who is proceeding in a divisive manner. Somghtnéven So, again, | would point out to remind the memilasr]| ta-

re-name them the “Normally Divisive Party”. | woybdint out  bled earlier today, the February 22 press releadieating the
again to the member opposite — we know the NDPah@®b-  government intended to seek modifications. I've irelad
lem with math. The NDP thinks three percent ofggbpulation  members of the Premier’'s statement at the leadi@nsm dur-
equals a majority. The majority of Yukoners did patticipate ing the 2011 election campaign and the very stroitgcisms
in the Peel commission’s consultations. Accordimghte 2010  of the plan, including the characterization abdw financial
report on public consultation, commissioned by GClaraParks costs of implementing the recommended plan andackeniz-
and Wilderness Society, Yukon Conservation Soaety Wil-  ing it as picking winners and losers. We are caitig to fol-
derness Tourism Association Yukon, here are thebmusn 383  low the process; we are continuing to follow oumeoitments
people commented, plus a petition, for a combirmdl tof  in the 2011 election campaign.

1,365 people on either side of the issue. Fewer theee per-
cent of Yukoners indicated a position in supporttioé so-
called 80 percent or more protection. Comparedasalta-
tions like the cellphone legislation and off-roaghicle consul-
tation done by the select committee, consultatinrthee com-
mission’s recommended plan saw a lot less peopficipate
— in fact, roughly half the number of the peopleowtartici-
pated in the off-road vehicles consultation. Thpeecent of the
Yukon population is not a majority.

We appreciate the opinions of all Yukoners and egipte
that some are very passionate about this issud sides of it,
including some of the people present in the gallévg appre-
ciate — and respect their opinion and encourage tteepar-
ticipate, and all Yukoners to participate, thoughyfand con-

structively in the remaining stages of public cdtaion: . S .
y g g P does the minister explain his repeated claim these changes

www.peelconsultation.ca - . L . L .
Ml: Tredger: Mr. Speaker, the Peel is a jewel in theW'” bring Yukon in line with the majority of othe€anadian

Yukon. We have an opportunity to support econorierifi- jurisdictions, when a government document shows ihinot
L . o ?

cation, sustainable development and to presenstinpi wil- the <|:_|ase.M Istchenko: | iust £ that | had

derness to bring this generation and future geioaistogether. dond' ; r. Istehenko: iIs | #\uz want odsay t: M_amre-

Instead, we are faced with division, costly couattles and sponded 1o some €-malls ad received as the tém

economic uncertainty. Violating final agreementsshing First nghwayi art}:j Ptzbl'c Works ondtt:;s k|ssue. ! zentt UE\,;‘;
Nation governments and all Yukoners to court doething morning fo the three concerned Yukoners abou

good for our economy. It is unnecessary and ineatzies This sent something to me. | understand there’'s someetbracross

Yukon Party government is abandoning land use |otgnand the way there.

driving a wedge between the planning process anduMon Vll read to_ you what | sent to th_em: f‘The purpasfethese
people. amendments is to ensure that confidentiality remglifor effec-

Will this government now show some real leaderstrig tive government decision-making is properly balahagith

follow what the final agreements clearly requira avithdraw public’s right to access information. This provisiaelps en-

their backdoor attempt to unilaterally rewrite teel land use sure ministers receive all the forthright adviceyirequire to
plan? make good decisions on behalf of all Yukoners, Wt the

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would again point out to job that they were elected to do — to representinterest of

the member — earlier today in Question Periodbletd a copy the tp;J(blll(C and tdel\(/eloptﬁn?ﬂ?amtam ggod ptuml;’;%dy
of the Peel commission’s report on the number dflevhess want Yukoners to know that these amendments, €

tourism operators in the area because the membaessstently fore, are conS|s_tent W'th_ other legislation in Qéma .
When Cabinet confidences are not upheld and incet@pl
overstate the facts. draft d limi briefi th intoe tbubli
Now, this government appreciates the interest efy@ne r?} S an Iltpre||m|na.ry rlzmgs are thrown mE ce tpublic
operating in the area, including the three opesatdro guided sp (Ere, Sotlt |cadc:(9v_v|ngt?]n scgren:onger;n?h tes._m i
trips on the Snake River in 2000, with a combinetaltof 19 y better defining the perimeters ot he act withs

clients; the three operators who guided trips @Shake River a:jngndmen'fl, bCab|br;ett confld%nc?; va|II ﬁe upi;eld at(xjhi?)p
in 2006, with a combined total of 20 clients; these operators advisors will be able 1o provide the frank, nontsan advice

and recommendations needed for effective governance

Question re: Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: The Minister of Highways and Public
Works likes to say the proposed changes toAtmess to In-
formation and Protection of Privacy Act are meant to bring
Yukon in line with the majority of other Canadianmigdictions.
On November 29, the minister said in this House rd &
quote: “These amendments will bring the Yukon meliwith
most other Canadian jurisdictions.”

The minister said essentially the same — threerdthnes
in November and as recently as December 3. | havetarnal
Yukon government document for tabling, accesseceuiige
law this government is trying to gut, that showsngnaf the
proposed changes are not in place in other jutisdis. How
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It is imperative that ATIPP be allowed to operatdtavas
originally intended, allowing the public-wide acset gov-
ernment information and records with only limitextkeisions
to information that may comprise personal privacy.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
essary to draw attention to yourselves, do youumaterstand
that this is taking away from the debate that imgmn in this
Question Period right now? | would ask the membehe gal-
lery who insists on remaining standing to pleasesde Your
presence here is no longer required.

Ms. Stick:
the minister refuses to answer the question. Contia the
minister’s claims, only four other Canadian juritdins block
access to records of deliberations and decision€atfinet.
Three block access to a record prepared to brigfiraster,
requests for direction, contents of incomplete aese and au-
dit reports.

Only two block access to opinions from staff orestper-
sonnel on positions, plans, procedures, criterianstructions.
Only one blocks opinions made by an agency undguiisdic-
tion, and only one blocks background informatiomalgsis or
problems prepared for submission to the ExecutiwanCil or
its committees.

Will the minister acknowledge that these changeshto
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act will make
the Yukon more secretive and less open than otimésdjc-
tions?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:

Ms. Stick:
not surprising, since the minister's words havenbpeoven
incorrect by a document from his own government'sLaot
forget his comments on the positions of the Infdiomand
Privacy Commissioner — also incorrect. It's a sag tbr de-
mocracy. Becoming the most secretive governmei@anada
is nothing to celebrate. It's not surprising that¥akon Party
government would do this, although it's outragedlist the
minister wouldn’t be more forthright with Yukoners.

In 2011, the Premier said — quote: “I believe ird an-
dorse the concept of ministerial responsibilityiathis of fun-
damental importance to the proper functioning of democ-
racy.”

It's time for the Minister of Highways and Publicdfks to
take responsibility for his conduct on this matter.

Will he do the honourable thing and withdraw thii dnd
resign?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Canadian jurisdictions that already have aspecteesfe provi-
sions in their legislation, including the Northwé&rritories,
Nunavut, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitabatario,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

No, Mr. Speaker.

When Cabinet confidences are not upheld and inoetapl

drafts or preliminary briefings are thrown into thmublic
sphere, political crowing and scaremongering oftecurs. For
ATIPP to be allowed to operate as it was originafiended,
allowing the public wide access to government imfation and

If the visitors in the gallery must feel it nec-

records will only limit exclusions to informatiomat may be
comprised of personal privacy or prevent the dewslent of
sound public policy.

Question re:  Budget spending

Mr. Silver: On this final day of the fall sitting, | have
questions for the Minister of Finance on lookingrath to next
spring’s main budget. There are a number of itemeuld like
to see in the budget when we reconvene in Febrmrakarch
of next year. I'll start in my home community of Wson
where the Yukon Party has a promise on the bodaksisrsup-
posed to be constructed next year.

On March 15, the Premier laid out plans for a $8ioni

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's disappointing replacement of McDonald Lodge with a new faciligilg at-

tached to the new Dawson City hospital. Can theid¢n of
Finance confirm this commitment remains on tractt trat we
will see it in the main budget next spring?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government will continue to
move forward to ensure that we deliver to Yukonghst, in
fact, during the campaign we said that we wouldlao.proud
to really acknowledge the great number of accorhpients
that this government has already done in one sfeat. As
well as having a platform through the campaignavehgiven
to each minister a mandate letter which is redibirtinstruc-
tions to ensure that they deliver on those thirgdg e com-
mitted to Yukoners through the election. We'll done to
work within all communities of Yukon to ensure thaé can
deliver on the priorities of all Yukoners and omsb commit-
ments that we made to all Yukoners.

Mr. Silver: It doesn'’t inspire a great deal of confi-
dence in this government’s ability to deliver omises when

What a shame. Shameful, though perhapshe minister can’t say whether a specific promisslenonly six

months ago is going to be kept or not.

I have another question for the Minister of Finaabeut a
capital project that | would like to see in the ngmawhen we
meet again in the spring.

One of the priorities of the Liberal caucus is ¢ée ¥ ukon-
ers benefit from local employment opportunitiesrliga this
fall, the government announced that it was endgrsinplan
developed by Yukon College for a centre for nomhi@nova-
tion in mining. The college has presented a budfj&30 mil-
lion for the first six years of operations. Onetloé¢ first items
on the agenda for the centre is a mobile traddswithi a price
tag of $2 million. This is a project that will sééikoners
trained to work in jobs that are close to home.

Will we see funding for this project in the maindget and
if so, how much?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I know the member opposite brought

| said before that there are other up this exact question earlier on in this sittidg.the time, |

mentioned to him that currently we have contradgbtepartner-
ship with Yukon College the executive director the centre
for northern innovation in mining. That person isrking as
we speak. There is also a governing council thatbeen es-
tablished that includes a number of representativaisonly of
the college and the Department of Education, botimber of
industry representatives. That group is actuallgiredd by an
industry representative.
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What we're working on right now is looking to seeur made in Old Crow. | have on several occasions m&zed

funding for that project. We're looking for fundinggartners,
not only industry, but other levels of governmehhat work
will continue and we look forward to moving forwavdth a
plan that we’re very proud to endorse on this sifféne House,
and it also has the endorsement of industry, whiehlre very
excited about. It's matching training to real jdbs Yukoners.
Yukoners are able to take advantage of Yukon oppiies;
Canadians are able to take advantage of Canadigortapi-
ties.

Mr. Silver:
the exact same answer: we're looking for money ftbenfeds,
but we're not committing to actual dollar valuesréhén the
Yukon.

The final item on my Christmas wish list is justwtothe
road from here where we sit today, and that isygpteary gym
for F.H. Collins Secondary School. The governmex#t passed
the buck to the building advisory committee for flaet that
students will be without a gym for two and a hafys. Every-
one knows that the Government of Yukon has thd §ag and
it should stop blaming parents and students anel tegponsi-
bility for the decisions. More importantly, it sHdwo the right
thing and build a temporary gym.

Does the Minister of Finance think that concerrise by
parents and students are legitimate, and will veefgiding for
a temporary gym in the spring budget?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
ject on the floor of the House thanks to questi@ised by the
opposition. This is the first opportunity that theader of the
Third Party has asked a question about the F.HinSgroject
during this session. What the Deputy Minister ofi€ation and
| heard at a public open house held at F.H. Colinggain, |
know the Member for Mayo-Tatchun was in attendaatcthat,
but the Member for Klondike wasn't in attendancehait open
house — is that there is a lot of concern. Obviplkkre is
concern. I've talked to students; I've talked torguds; I've
talked to a number of members of that school conityun

We're investigating the possibility of putting artporary
structure on-site for a gymnasium. It's going totemporary.
It's not going to be anything that'’s left on-sit&¥e need to be
fiscally responsible. We're investigating opporties to part-
ner with perhaps someone from the private sectanather
department within government to ensure that onceewf-
ished with that structure it is moved off-site tobew home.

So it's very much going to be a temporary struetifr
we're able to find something that fits within themast $56
million that we have dedicated to build this projecnew high
school for F.H. Collins that everyone can be pro@d know
that we're very excited to move forward. We're coitted to
the project and | look forward to moving forwardthvthat in
the very near future.

Question re:
Mr. Elias:
clear in outlining the priorities of my constitusnThe Minister
of Community Services stated inaccurately thatfused to
recognize the investments that the government hascdy

Old Crow priorities

I know | have spoken about this pro-

At the beginning of this sitting, | was very

them and expressed our community’s gratitude plyblic

What the minister seems to refuse to recognizkas ®Id
Crow continues to have critical needs that reqthiezgovern-
ment’s attention and commitment, like a residergidddivision
in Old Crow. This is a clearly identified and commuated
priority, but the government has so far failed it@ct any of its
much-hyped $100-million land development budgedddress-
ing it.

It is incumbent on any minister in the governmentake

| asked the question again because | gothe initiative and act on problems and prioritideritified by

communities. Will the minister take the initiatiand direct
funds toward the residential land development id Ofow in
the upcoming spring 2013-14 budget?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As the member opposite knows full
well, the Yukon government is very committed to kg with
every single community in the territory to address critical
infrastructure needs. When that comes to watenkihg water
upgrades, waste-water treatment, road drainagecpeational
improvements, the Yukon government is investing awildi
continue to invest.

When it comes to land development, we look forwrd
discussing with the Vuntut Gwitchin government threispec-
tive priorities. According to the member oppositdiave not
received any formal correspondence from Vuntut Giuit
government, but to be sure when we do engage Wwélgov-
ernment in the months to come we will be raisinig fksue
with them and we will work with the Vuntut Gwitchias we
do in every other community on the recreationatlustrial,
commercial and residential land development neeagighout
the territory.

Mr. Elias:
way street.

Another identified need in Old Crow the governmeént
well aware of is for a community recreation compl€Re gov-
ernment’s lack of commitment to this clearly idéeti and
communicated community priority is baffling. A comnity
recreation complex is all about health and wellnasa com-
munity. The Minister of Health and Social Serviigpromot-
ing a wellness strategy, the pathways to wellnesgever, the
government seems unwilling to put its money whésariouth
is.

As I've stated before, countless hours of volunteféort
and hundreds of thousands of dollars invested bycitizens
themselves have brought this facility to the poihbeing built.
Our community will do the work; all we need is atpar.

Is this government ready to recognize the needitihédr
act on its wellness strategy and commit funds éocttmmunity
of Old Crow’s demonstrated need for a communityeation
complex?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The Yukon government is very
supportive of community recreational and sport eation ac-
tivities. In this year’'s budget we have identifieder $10 mil-
lion in support of recreation opportunities throagh the
Yukon in every community. As | tried to articulafer the
member opposite, we are working with the federalegoment

Correspondence and leadership is a two-
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on continued joint investments through the Buildi@gnada
fund and other recreational funding mechanisms.

On the books right now we have a formal requeshftioe
community of Carcross for a new community housaea
community recreation centre. We have requests fiteenVil-
lage of Haines Junction, Old Crow and Faro. Agaue re
working with Ross River to meet their recreatioreae and
we’ll certainly continue to work with the communitf Daw-
son and every other community throughout the tawrito ad-
dress their recreation needs.

We are continuing to invest in every community bmit
respective priorities. We're proud of our investiseand we
will continue to work with all partners to bringetbe to fruition.

Mr. Elias:
her negotiations to find a successor funding progta the
Building Canada fund.

The Premier has clearly stated that the NutritioortN
Canada program is a huge problem for the citizeén©Id
Crow. It limits the selection of healthy foods witie opportu-
nity to purchase from only one store. As the Prerhas seen
first-hand, Old Crow residents are forced to payexdibly high
prices for staple items that most Canadians takgranted as
being affordable. The Premier has clearly expressegort for
resolving this problem, and | thank him in advafarethat. He
has said this is a priority for him. He has saidt the wants to
help Old Crow crest the hill on this issue.

What are the next steps that the Premier will takensure
that food returns to the realm of affordability ahét the Nu-
trition North Canada program achieves its objestifer the
citizens of Old Crow?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to first congratulate the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for the tremendous anmooh
work he has done on this issue for a long time nasvhe has
stated, | too have seen the pricing in the stoy &uly, the
unacceptability of that. This government is comeatto work-
ing with Vuntut Gwitchin and Canada to resolve ifguies that
are around this program. You know, quite honesthglieve a
lot of the issues with that program reside in thstern Arctic. |
think that we need to continue to work hard to fandvay to
work with our one community that isn’t in the Ndih North
Canada program and to find the solutions that wirk for
that community to ensure that people don’'t havepend such
a tremendous amount of their money just to buyrdsdse —
that they have money left over so that they cambelved in
other recreational activities, for example, thitgat will pro-
vide better life experiences for their children. \Afe commit-
ted to continuing to work with the member oppostite, Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation and to work with Canada todia reso-
lution for this.

Question re: Oil and Gas Act amendments

Ms. Hanson:
ernments want to see responsible and safe devettprheur
natural resources. This includes oil and gas deveémt. The
Premier’'s Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources fmade a
vague commitment to engage the public in dialogoerad the
development of the oil and gas industry and ofgecific use
of fracking before any approvals are granted inm¥ukon.

I have publicly wished the minister well in

All Yukon people and First Nation gov-

Will the Premier, as a clear demonstration of gdaith,
withdraw the amendments to tkl and Gas Act and allow a
full and open public consultation process to odoefore any
amendments are passed into law?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would remind the members and
the Leader of the NDP, as she knows we’'ve had faigni
debate on this topic, including the NDP Member Kéayo-
Tatchun filibustering, not only the debate on a eyjoment
motion but, in his own motion, spending about tvauis and
20 minutes engaged in a rambling and repetitive —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a
point of order.
Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, you tell us to treat each

other as honourable. As per Standing Order 19g) ntinister
is imputing false or unavowed motives to anothemier.

Speaker: | would ask the Member for Takhini-Kopper
King to tell me exactly what you heard.

Ms. White: “Rambling”, “

filibustering”, “repetitive”.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
members.

| would say that it is a dispute between

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as I've pointed out, in fact
the changes to th@il and Gas Act in many cases include the
section — if memory serves, | believe it's sectoof the act
— that specifically is aimed at strengthening otovisions on
upholding all owners of a disposition or oil and dease, even
if they transfer that, to ensure that they all remiable even if
that lease changes hands. There are a numbera¥ trat are
necessary to strengthen our ability to responsitdyage those
activities and of course we have consulted on ¢hiry except
the simple enabling clause.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, the 2009 consultations on
amendments to th@il and Gas Act were held during the late
summer, when many Yukoners are out on the landnfish
berry picking, camping and hunting. The world hasnged
since then with the expansion of fracking acrosgiNamerica
and the Whitehorse Trough oil and gas dispositioncess.
Yukon people are tuned in and they want their voioeard.

The Premier and his minister promised an open gliedp
yet seem intent on ramming through amendments édOth
and Gas Act that would open the door to fracking in Yukon.

Will the minister confirm before this House thaethov-
ernment will not allow any fracking anywhere in Yk be it
exploratory or production, until a public consubat process,
which engages all Yukon people and Yukon First datigov-
ernments, has been completed?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Yukon resources belong to all
Yukon people. We feel it's very important that weat all First
Nations equally, and we will continue to consuldaccom-
modate as we have, and in fact have exceeded tkegsire-
ments for consultation. We have spent the lastdizead mil-
lions of dollars trying to come to a consent agreenwith the
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Kaska on oil and gas in Southeast Yukon. It is tfioreus to
move forward.

We will continue to work with the Kaska to come d@o
economic agreement. It is time that this governnaaat all the
leaders start to focus on the people to ensurethiea¢ are op-
portunities for jobs, for businesses and for tragnio allow
people to share in the prosperity. | do also belighat through
such a process, we’ll also deal with some of thaasqrob-
lems that are out there.

As for consultation, Mr. Speaker, a motion was tdu
forward that also talked about consultation andodize with
all Yukoners, but unfortunately, the NDP voted agait.

Ms. Hanson:
ring hollow. We are not just talking about the ewmtr genera-
tion of Yukoners; we are talking about the fututie. is confus-
ing the facts. He is also not addressing the issa@ut with-
drawing and making sure there is no fracking anywtie the
territory. This government is squandering oppottasito en-
gage in building consensus and to repair damagdatiarships
with Yukon people and First Nation governmentstdad, the
government is leading us down a one-way path to@oic
uncertainty, to litigation, and is creating divisim Yukon.

Will the Premier show real leadership and withdrdae

Oil and Gas Act amendments before the guillotine clause

forces this law into effect today without a fulldademocratic
public consultation process?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, we see, yet again,
the NDP — depending on whether they support theom¢ of
the process so far — are either against more pubhisultation
as in the case of the conclusion of the Peel psooesin this
case, they want to do additional public consultatio amend-
ments that were already publicly consulted on drat gov-
ernment conducted an additional consultation wiitstFNa-
tions beyond our obligation to do so.

As | have pointed out to members in the past, sqeally
wrote on March 31, 2009, to the federal ministgrarding an
approach that the Liard First Nation made to Yukmvern-
ment in 2006 regarding enabling oil and gas exfilomadevel-
opment in the Liard Basin. There was correspondéoce one
of my predecessors in 2009 advising Liard Firsticdathat, if
we are unable to achieve consent under sectiomep@aling
that section is our best alternative to an agreémirs has
been underway for quite some time. It was LiardstH\ation
who chose to withdraw from the discussions aimegtathing
consent. As the Premier has said on a humber @fsgmts and
| have said, we believe Yukon resources belonglltd/ekon
citizens. We will continue with every First Natiaga honour
our common-law obligations to consult with them aadully
consider their input and make any necessary accalations
as a result of that, but the NDP consistently staimd this
House and makes representations that are outefwlith the
facts.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. | would like to thank the elected memifersyour
commitment during the election a little over a yago to raise

the order and decorum in this House, and you have ¢o,
and | thank you for that.
We will now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitifiethe
Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chaitlantiouse
resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, the Premier’'s assurances

Soeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is Vote 12, Depantm
of Finance, in Bill No. 7Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13.

Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 12,
Department of Finance, in Bill No. Becond Appropriation
Act, 2012-13. Mr. Pasloski has the floor, with 15 minutes, 30
seconds remaining.

Department of Finance —continued

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: When we were in Committee of
the Whole, Department of Finance, a couple of dags,
Madam Chair — | just want to comment. The Leadethaf
NDP made a couple of comments; she said, “The NDEhe—
Yukon New Democratic Party — has a proud recortespon-
sible fiscal management of this territory.” ShedssiDP gov-
ernments have had the best record of any politiaety when it
comes to balancing the books. She goes on to sagotding
to the Public Accounts — the Public Accounts, Madahair,
not the inspired imagination of certain script erg for the
Yukon Party — the consolidated, audited, authavigafinan-
cial statements for the territory — that's what fPeblic Ac-
counts are. Yukon New Democratic Party governmkgitshe
Yukon government in the black.”

Well, Madam Chair, when Mr. Ostashek’'s government
was elected in November 1992, it inherited a $6Hiani defi-
cit per the Public Accounts issued as of March1293. The
deficit was the creation of actions primarily takenthe Peni-
kett NDP government through their budgetary deoside-
spite the enormity of the problem, the OstashekoruRarty



2022

HANSARD

December 13, 2012

government was able to show a $14-million surplfier &ts
first complete year in office. Small deficits hawecurred and
were manageable in all governments over the pastiegades.

Generally, individual deficits that are smaller th&DP
growth are not a major concern to economists. Hewewnly
the risks taken by the Penikett NDP government gediped
our Yukon society by breaking this principle. Hoerisus was
the NDP’s mismanagement? The $64-million deficipree
sented 7.25 percent of Yukon’s GDP at the time. @ana that
to the economists’ projection that the country cé€&e is ex-
pecting a deficit of 5.4 percent of GDP next yedke Greece
today, it was apparent at the time in Yukon thamnpry fiscal
deficits far in excess of nominal economic growdtes are not
sustainable. The Yukon Party has addressed thie iasd re-
turned the territory to a healthy society. Hopsfulive can
move beyond ancient history and fixations on irdlinl years.
| will say though that the real comparable numhersonsider
when evaluating the performance of governmentstlagecu-
mulative net additions or deletions of the non-adidated
surpluses or deficits for the years in which theregoments
tabled the budgets. In the seven fiscal years gniom 1987
through 1993, the Penikett government created aulative
deficit of approximately $95 million.

In the nine fiscal years ending from 2004 throu@gi2
the Yukon Party governments created a cumulativplissi of
approximately $188 million. Why does this mattet® khe
cumulative surplus that allows for investment irblp infra-
structure, such as health facilities, fresh andtevaster facili-
ties, social housing, land development, energy mesipa,
transportation infrastructure, cultural facilitiesd tourism in-
frastructure in a sustainable and responsible dashirhe
Yukon Party is proud of its legacy.

| would just like to make a brief comment aboutdfioe.
In Finance, we are talking about a revote of $6d j@0capital,
which is actually from the 2011-12 budget, and dditéoonal
increase of revenue of $6.644 million, which meé#ret our
surplus that was budgeted in our mains this spvwiag $80
million. After this supplementary was completeds gurplus is
now reported at $87.76 million. Net financial resms were
originally planned for $101 million. After this spiementary
that number has been increased to $125 million.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: If I could ask the indulgence of the
Legislative Assembly to join me in welcoming a frik Brian
Hanna, to the gallery.

Applause

Ms. Hanson:
gets trotted out every time a budget is debatedthen we're
talking about the spring main estimates or suppleaarg
budgets. In trotting out this old, skewed storg Wukon Party
Premier is drawing on inspiration, it appears, frbim prede-
cessors. This version of history is quite simplyarrect.
Though it may be part of the inside Yukon Partye]aand the
Yukon Party apparently believes that, if repeatadugh, it
will be accepted as fact.

The truth is that what the Premier has said onré¢icerd
and repeated in his ad hominem attacks on this KifReial
Opposition and previous NDP governments is incoyraad |
believe it's unbefitting a territorial governmeegber.

For seven years — from the mid-1980s to 1992 — BRP N
government, led by Mr. Tony Penikett, was at thienhef this
territory. It was a time of great movement in tleeritory on
matters that | hear repeatedly the government dgpteking
credit for on land claims, and a time the territorgis recog-
nized as “punching above its weight” on the nati@tene, in
national affairs surrounding the Charlottetown Acto

You know, Madam Chair, there has been a certainyiro
over the last couple of weeks as we've heard soendless
tributes from the members opposite. So we've hdseth, after
trashing repeatedly the NDP, then they stand s Atsisembly
and laud — as we heard yesterday — examples oNe
legacy for this territory. I'm speaking about thwély tribute
by the Minister of Tourism and Culture on the"2fniversary
of the Yukon Arts Centre which, along with Yukon llége,
are just two examples of the long-term vision anilic en-
gagement practised by NDP governments.

I'm left to wonder — so other than simple animoshpw
did this Yukon Party fiction start? Well, if oneoks back on
the record, it appears to me to have reached aicerescendo
during and after the territorial election in 199Quring the
campaign, the Yukon Party unveiled hundreds ofiom#i of
dollars in promises to the public.

They won the election, and then they were facet tie
problem they had not budgeted for in their pledgethe pub-
lic. So, being creative, if not altogether aboveol the Yukon
Party government of the day hired a consultant —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It would seem to me that for
members of this Legislature to accuse members efiqus
Legislatures of being creative and not above-bdambntrary
to the practices around speaking disrespectfullpeafple who
don’t have the opportunity to defend themselvethis House.
| think the member should be asked to retract that.

I know she doesn't like the facts of a Yukon Pdniys, but
the facts are the facts.

Chair: Ms. Stick, on the point of order.

Ms. Stick: | believe my colleague was expressing an
opinion, and certainly we heard opinions from thikeo side
also about previous governments. | would suggestt tthis is
just a dispute between members.

It seems the Premier’s version of hiStoryChair’s ruling

Chair: The term “not above-board” would seem to be
walking that line of inappropriate language for eglslature. |
would ask members to confine themselves to the tdehad
both sides have, indeed, been speaking about previem-
bers of the Legislature. In this case, | will shgre is no point
of order. Carry on with the debate at hand.



December 13, 2012

HANSARD

2023

Ms. Hanson:
conundrum that they found themselves in was to elahe
previous administration, despite the findings of ffice of
the Auditor General that the territory’s finances/é been run
impeccably well. In fact, as one of the few jurigatins in the
country to have an accumulated surplus under th@ gbv-
ernment, the consultant’s report said the contidop, getting
a consultant to contradict the Auditor General’'sws of the
Yukon's finances was potentially a good game; peshau-
thored — who knows what the intention of it was? Bwas
essentially baseless and useless in terms of tleaeord for
this territory.

So today after 20 years of repetition — ad nauselam,
might add — the Yukon Party presents it as some &frfact. |
would challenge the Premier to table the actualsfalcdon’t
think he has them. He’s going to continue to use shme
briefing notes — fine. I'm happy to discuss theiddiscal re-
cord of NDP governments of more than 15 years Bgo you
know, Madam Chair | think Yukoners are more integdsin
the here and now and | would like to see this govemnt focus
on the issues that are affecting us all today.

Yukon NDP governments did not run up the Yukon’stde
Yukon NDP have frequently raised important issussua fis-
cal management and this has included the importafisaving
for a rainy day; implementing recommendations ef &uditor
General and other reviews so that taxpayers’ moseypent
properly in achieving results; investing in progd¢hat make
sense for the public and not just for short-terrtitipal gain;
diversifying our economy and generating more OwWIrFG®
revenue; doing a business case analysis — cosffbanalysis
and public consultation before committing publidlais to big
ticket items; and consulting with communities orithpriori-
ties. That is how Yukon NDP governments achievedsblid
record that is captured in the Public Accounts.

To recap, the financial records — the figures athbitne
Penikett and McDonald era NDP governments demdedinat
NDP governments have acted with fiscal responsjbifi ac-
cordance with the law and without reprimand.

They lived up to the standards set by the Auditen&al
of Canada.

The Premier’'s representation of the financial posiap-
pears to continue the Yukon Party government disceépr the
Auditor General of Canada, the Yukon public angoesible
fiscal accounting. The Premier, | believe, has gbegond his
predecessor one back — Mr. Ostashek’s attemptr éfie
throne speech in December of 1992, to tarnish ¢werd of
Premier Penikett. That government acted in a mativarma-
nipulated the facts by purchasing a review by Chlimguand
Audit Canada, seemingly in order to support thegations
made in his throne speech. It was an unprecederteat of
Yukon finances, completed separate and apart feord, ulti-
mately in stark contrast to, that of the Auditor@eal of Can-
ada.

So while on the matter of prudent financial managetn
perhaps the Premier might wish to comment on th&oXu
Party government’s track record when it comes tdating the
Financial Administration Act. In a special report of February

So, it appears that the way out of the2008, the Auditor General of Canada reprimandedythern-

ment for its 2007 investments in so-called assekéd com-
mercial papers. The Office of the Auditor GeneralCanada
pointed out this was a third violation of the law & Yukon
Party government through asset-backed paper halding
through 2004-05 and 2005-06 fiscal years.

Finally, | would urge the Premier to set aside tetoric.
The audited records for the Yukon government shuat, tde-
spite a much smaller base budget than enjoyed dyY ttkon
Party due to the significantly augmented federahdfers over
the past number of years, the Yukon NDP, betwedb Ehd
1992, posted a net accumulated surplus, as didNbBi¢ gov-
ernment of 1997-2000.

| urge the Premier to move on, focus on the fatg, let's
engage in real and open dialogue, rather than wtigphnd
skewed attacks.

I move that we move to line-by-line examination aear
the remaining items.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: After we listened to the Leader of
the NDP go on rhetorically for a number of minutelse says
we should move on, and | agree that we should roave

For the record, because the NDP obviously havebteou
understand numbers — maybe that’'s why we get scvedt
the responsibilities of government, because theghimnot
know the difference between a deficit and a surglugviarch
31, 1992, the last public accounts of Tony Pen&&DP gov-
ernment showed debts totaling $88 million: $25 iwnill at
Yukon Housing Corporation; $55 million at the YukDevel-
opment Corporation; $8 million at Yukon governmeatalling
$88 million. The budget for the year ending March 2992
was $334 million. This meant that the borrowingresented
26 percent of the budget.

If you were to put that into this year’s terms,@81.2 bil-
lion budget, it would mean that we would have baed ap-
proximately $315 million. We are nowhere near tfigure,
Madam Chair.

We certainly did applaud the Arts Centre, but Ilvhié
looking forward to the NDP standing up to tribute tTeslin
jail or Taga Ku, or the Watson Lake sawmill, or &mt Oil, or
to tribute the fact that they wanted to build ateisreception
centre on the highway so that travellers and ttaidsuld just
use it as a bathroom break and continue on thewaighl
know that the Leader of the NDP will have her ooty to
speak instead of trying to talk over top of me,iaga

Madam Chair, asset-backed paper occurred for many
years. A policy has been changed in this governmestop
that, but that was a very commonly used practicactjust by
the Yukon Party, but by the NDP government, andheyLib-
eral government as well. | agree that we contimubear a lot
of talk about nothing and we can talk about thegetd

| do want to just comment that, for example, wenspke
entire afternoon yesterday discussing Energy, Mied Re-
sources, which actually reduced their budget by $® million
in the budget. We spent more time on that than ideod
Health and Social Services that had an appropniaifcan ad-
ditional $5.385 million. Again, | will remind thepposition that
they have control over what gets debated and hoehntime
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they want to spend on aspects of legislation othenbudget.
We can continue to talk about teddy bears or wetai&krabout
things that are substantive. Thank you.

Mr. Silver:
talk about the Finance department.

I'd like to start by thanking the official from théepart-
ment for coming over. | know that he is a busy mamg we
thank him for his time.

| want to start with the debt ceiling. The fedegalvern-
ment has recently raised our debt ceiling to $400om. | was
just wondering if the Minister of Finance can conminas to
what the current level of borrowing is to date, @dore bor-
rowing planned specifically for a hospital expam&io

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I thank the member opposite for
relevant question to what we are debating.

I think I've discussed this before. The federal ggmment
did a review of the three territories, becauseitierpretation
of the debt ceiling was different in each of theiteries, as to
what entities would be included and what was deffiag what
borrowing would be inclusive in that. They did thlsgudy to
provide clarity, and they in fact increased ourrbaing limit
from $300 million to $400 million.

The other two territories also had increases trerevsub-
stantially higher, and higher borrowing capacitibsin the
Yukon government. We did not ask for the money. Wieen’t
been jeopardized by being close to our limit. Iswathe same
situation in the other territories. But as a resilthe review
that Canada did, they did increase our debt lifmt.proud to
say that we have attained strong fiscal managemethat we
are not only in surplus situation, but we do haeé financial
resources, which mean that we have money in thk. bawe
take our investments and our cash and we subthaof aur
liabilities, including our environmental liabilitte we would
have money left over today. There is only one ojinesdiction
in this country that has the ability to be in thpatsition. It's
because of that that we are able to respond quikdy posi-
tively to concerns without making successive gorants and
successive taxpayers to be responsible for desisibat we
make today.

That, unfortunately, is not the case in most jucisons.
We will continue to work with our corporations aliv I'm
not sure exactly if the borrowing is there with thespital
Corporation.

| can tell you that we currently are sitting withadal debt
— long term plus short term — of about $195 millioaday.

Mr. Silver:
responsible. This is important questioning. Theas been a lot
of borrowing through different corporations. Theagnting is
quite a maze as far as what is considered to leopéine debt
and what is not considered to be part of the debt.

I'll change my line of questioning to the cuts e trate of
increase for transfers. The Minister of Financepainder his
role of Premier, gave a mandate letter to all hisisters. | just
want to quote from that mandate letter: “While Ynol®eco-
nomic outlook is extremely positive, we must berdagnt that
the percentage increase in our Territorial Fornfilzancing
Agreement for subsequent years will be significatiwer.

a

With continued economic growth some of the fundimgssure
can be accommodated by increased revenues fromritrete
sector. However, in meeting our platform commitrsente

I’'m going to take a novel approach and must live within our means. Through our strong letdg

process, departmental financial planning, programluation
and prioritization we can deliver on our platformproving the
lives of all Yukon citizens and remain financialgsponsible.”

This was, like | said, a mandate letter and this wat,
copied and pasted on to each one of those manelies| to
each minister. My question: Will this impact sees€ This is
obviously important. The Premier spoke of it extesly to all
his ministers. What changes to spending are beiadenas a
result of this mandate?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | have stated in the past, what
we are going to see is a reduction in the rateroWth, not a
reduction in transfers. For example, as | haveadtate project
that in 2013 our TFF — our territorial formula fimang grant
— will increase by approximately four percent. 1612, we
project it to be approximately 1.7 percent. In 2048 project
the increase to be approximately 1.5 percent,’'smdt getting
smaller, but the percentage increase is contintingecline
and that is the result of a very complex formulat tlakes many
factors into play, including money being spent bgvinces
and municipalities.

Over the last number of years with Building Canatare
was a tremendous reinvestment in Canada and, asu#f of
that provincial and municipal spending, our graasweflected,
and we had significant increases. In the last feary, as these
provinces are trying to deal with significant dabd deficits, a
reduction in spending has impacted the rate of tiravf our
TFF. It's averaging, so it lags about two yearsihahand
that's why we’re looking into 2014-15 to see thermase in
the rate of growth significantly lower and, in fapotentially
below inflation.

It is the priority for this Finance minister andstlyovern-
ment to ensure that we deliver for Yukoners withcoinpro-
mising, and that's why it was part of the mandateels. That's
why this government is cognizant of where reveraresgoing
— so we can deal with that. Part of the solutiotoisncrease
own-source revenues.

This government, in the last 10 years, has incrbase-
source revenues by more than 100 percent; it ltaedred tax
revenues by more than 100 percent.

We will continue to encourage private sector depeient
in this territory — more people living here, payiamployees

| appreciate the answer from the ministerwho pay taxes, more businesses paying corporats.taXe

continue to foster the private sector economy tilithelp us
to get over the reality that this isn’t a bottonslgét and that we
have to be responsible. We know what's coming, \@adwill
be able to ensure that we can deliver for Yukohased on a
financial situation that's moving forward. A keyraponent of
this, as | state again, again, is continuing tdefiothe private
sector investment in this territory.

Mr. Silver: Rate of growth, as the Minister of Finance
talked about, is the important issue, especiallgmive do take
into consideration inflation rates. It must be intpat — it was
listed in the mandate letters as important. Sittyiladhere are
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cuts to the rates in health care increases frorawatt | was
wondering if the Minister of Finance can speakasvhat the
impact of these cuts is going to show here in thkon.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Unlike the provinces, by far the
most significant portion of our health care fundoames from
the TFF where in the provinces, they have an erat#bdin for-
mula and then they have the Canada health tranSfdy. a
very small amount of our health care dollars atyuabme
through the Canada health transfer. Because thérebava
change in 2014-15, which will go to a per-capitanfola as
well, we project a very, very modest decrease imegoor in
fact breaking even. When | say “modest decreasepbien-
tially could be $10 per person. Quite honestly has toint,
there is a nominal impact to all three territonidsen it comes
to health budgets, because that money is actuathpifed into
the TFF.

Mr. Silver:
sustainability initiative is my next question. Thekpires in
March 31, 2014. The THSSI funding will provide $80ilion
per year divided among the three territories toeutake the
health system initiatives, some management, ppatieiin the
pan-territorial health initiatives and offset meadi¢ransporta-
tion expenses. Have negotiations begun to extasdatain or
even to make it permanent?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We do in fact — of the $30 mil-
lion annually, Yukon’s portion is approximately $&illion. |
was able to get the Prime Minister, back in Apfil2011, to
extend that through until March 31, 2014.

The answer to the question is yes. | have had ¢eatiens
with the senior minister responsible for the nottie Minister
of Health, Leona Aglukkaq. The Minister of HealthdaSocial
Services and his department have been working tbadiusi-
ness case for this. The Yukon is working both amdividual,
but pan-territorially with the other two territosieas well. |
have also raised this issue with the Prime Minisieronversa-
tion as well.

So the answer is yes. This is a concern and aitprite-
cause potentially, with the loss of this moneyt'th&8 million
that we have to find a way to deal with. It is sfipant to us.
We are working on it. Hopefully we’ll be able topat going
forward that we will be successful with that.

Mr. Silver: | only have one more question — it's
four-parter — and then | will sit down. It's basegon the
news release from October 29, 2012. It was a jalgase of
CYFN and the Government of Yukon and was aboutnie
resource royalty sharing agreement. I'm not goimgjuote the
whole letter but there’s a quote in here from FiXstions
Grand Chief Ruth Massie: “This agreement is intehde
ensure that all Yukon self-governing First Natiaovgrnments
benefit from resource development in the Yukon Wwheta
producing mine or future resource development isFinst
Nation Settlement Land or not.”

| have four questions based on that, and I'll pst them
all at once to give the Premier a chance to resporidem all
at once.

The first question: What is Yukon First Nations'yadty
payment this year?

The second question: How will it get to $4.7 mitid

The third question: Will unsigned First Nations gethare
of these royalties?

The last question: Have all First Nations governtsen
agreed to this agreement and when would it be digffe

Thank you, Madam Chair, and | thank the ministerhis
answers.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I might not — I'll defer the first
one while the deputy minister looks for an exaanber, but |
can tell you right now that — and he will confirm i believe
— the money to First Nations this year will printarbe to

The future of the territorial health system Selkirk First Nation, because they have a produanige pay-

ing royalties on category A land, which means tigey 100
percent of all the royalties. The royalties aredpai the Yukon
government as any other producing mine would do. tiiéa
give the money to the Selkirk First Nation becaitis® on their
land.

As you're speaking — royalties from any mine thetwrs
in the Yukon if it's not on category A First Natidand would
then be shared will all self-governing First Nasoper an
agreement that was done in tmbrella Final Agreement that
stipulates what the calculation is for how muchrglvedy gets.

Through collaboration and consultation with Firsitidns,
we did approach Canada. | was fortunate — or exeiteto be
able to announce a tentative agreement with theePKinister
in August of 2011, where he committed to ensurhmas tYuk-
oners will benefit tremendously from royalties fraesource
revenues going forward. Through further engagemeiti
First Nations we finalized that deal and, subsetjuerthat,
there was an agreement made on revenue sharinghgitelf-
governing First Nations to which officials from alf the self-
governing First Nations have agreed. We look fodntar sign-
ing that in a formal signing ceremony, if possikpperhaps in
the next Yukon Forum.

| have to state that this resource royalty revestharing
agreement with self-governing First Nations; tha¢re was

a absolutely no obligation to do this. We are meetng obliga-

tions as per the&Jmbrella Final Agreement, so this was an
agreement acknowledging that as Canada is goingh&we
more of these royalties with Yukon that we in twili do the
same with Yukon self-governing First Nations. Adiyal
don’'t have the exact number for this year for tledkigk First
Nation.

The agreement with Canada is a two-stage agreeifieat.
first part of the agreement is that we combinedatigs from
the oil and gas sector and mining together — ilyjtiarukon
kept 100 percent of the first $3 million on the minside and

Also in this joint news release was a quote frore th 100 percent of the first $3 million on the oil agds side. So

Premier: “This
government and self-governing First Nations denrates the
government’'s commitment to ensuring all Yukonersdfit
from resource development in the territory.”

important decision between the Yukonthe new agreement just says that we combine athaf to-

gether, and we get the first $6 million. In reglithat’'s not a
benefit to Yukon at this time because there wasdt of roy-
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alties in the oil and gas side, but there is theemtial on the
mining side. So that was a benefit potentiallytb# beginning.
The second phase of this agreement has not begered at
this point. What that agreement will say is thaewhve trigger
it, we will then go from 100 percent, up to $6 moitl, and we
will then go to 50 percent. That will be tied todipercent of
the gross expenditure base. So in 2011 dollars,wha going
to mean approximately $45 million to $47 million. ew
wouldn’t be prepared to trigger the second compboérthis
agreement, therefore, until we get to at least filHlon or
more, because we don’'t want to see a reductionw&avill
wait until we see the stability in excess of $12liom to then
pull that trigger.

You'll probably ask the question, and | will answeiin
advance — that is, the formula that exists todaytaithe $6
million — we've actually supplemented the seconlf ba the
second plan to get First Nations closer. What layisg is that
there is no change for First Nations under thea $& million,
because they have a significant deal at that pb¥ifitere the
trigger will occur will be on the go-forward, wheme go to
50/50. Once we go to 50/50, we can’'t go back, schaxe to
be certain that we're in for good economic certaiat ensure
that we benefit from those resources.

Those resources — we will share with the First dtadi
but, you know, this royalty is a Yukon share, oaed above
wages, over and above personal taxes and corpgarage. This
is a royalty that is paid by companies for exti@etof natural
resources. With this money we continue to providedgervices
and the programs that are important to Yukonersh & pay-
ing for doctors, teachers and building schoolsdsoat cetera.
The agreement does not involve the participatiothef non-
self-governing First Nations. This agreement wasedihrough
chapter 23, | think, of th&Jmbrella Final Agreement so they
are not participants in it. These First NationB &l under the
jurisdiction of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Delopment.

closely as a corporate entity with all of the dépants within
the government.

I'd like to thank the deputy and his staff and lulbalso
use the opportunity to wish all members of thefssafery
Merry Christmas.

Mr. Elias: | just have one question for the Premier.
Right now as we speak, in the United States Cosgtlere’s a
debate going on to try to avoid what people arbngathe “fis-
cal cliff” to avoid another recession in the UnitSthtes. It's
very obvious, seeing what happened in 2009, thatountry’s
economy is very closely connected to the economythef
United States of America and, depending on whatpéap
there and how they decide to avoid that fiscaff,ctiere’s a
very real possibility that North America could gudd a reces-
sion and Europe would follow and we would have abgl
economic crisis on our hands.

My question to the Premier: Does he have a plamito-
mize the effects of a global or North American ssien on the
citizens of this territory and, if so, would he tee territory’s
citizens know what that plan is? I'm just looking ray own
community of Old Crow. During the last recessidre price of
lumber went up, the price of food went up, the graf fuel
went up, the cost of transportation of goods to finch Old
Crow went up substantially.

This has the potential to impact the day-to-dagdief not
only my citizens in the Vuntut Gwitchin riding, btite Pre-
mier’s citizens throughout the territory. Could imaybe elabo-
rate on what his department is doing to minimize #ffect
should another global financial crisis happen? Uatably,
what happens in Greece affects Yukon. So if thest@ncould
elaborate on that, that would be great. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | thank the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin for his question. Just before | answel @an confirm
that the Capstone Minto mine has paid $12.6 milliomoyal-
ties since 2008 to Selkirk First Nation. | just wethto confirm

They arelndian Act bands and we continue to advocate on theithat in fact that was the number.

behalf with Canada to ensure that Canada contittusspport
those First Nations under the responsibilities thaye adn-
dian Act bands.

| believe the latest number for Selkirk First Natie 1.7. |
believe the number in the last five years is $lriion. |
might have to be corrected on that, but | belidve $elkirk
First Nation has received $12.6 million in the Ifige years in
royalties directly to Selkirk First Nation.

Mr. Silver:
I'd ask for your indulgence on this one. There w&dsrthday in
the deputy minister’s office yesterday — Ms. Fiddalon —
and | was just wondering what the deputy minisiar fger for
her birthday and if there is a particular line itémat we're go-
ing to see for that in the budget?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think this is an opportunity for
me again to thank the Deputy Minister of Financd #re un-
believable staff that we have in the Departmeriinance. The
incredible work that they do every day is beyonddgpin my
estimation. The job is a difficult one and it's alys not the
most thankful one, | would suspect as well, ang therk very

I do have one final quick question here.

The world economic uncertainty certainly is a concier
all governments and all finance ministers. Centaihlbelieve
most people who live in the country are also comegrabout
what potentially that will mean. | will be meetimgth Finance
ministers this weekend and with the federal Mimisté Fi-
nance. We'll be meeting with the Governor of theaBaf Can-
ada to get an update as well.

The finance ministers do talk regularly either thope or
meeting. | can say that while there is uncertaititgre are also
plans in the event. We will see what happens. Eiiogact is
in a recession currently. By definition, they aeekin a reces-
sion now and have been for a couple quarters. \Wecan-
cerned about what potentially could happen in Aogervhile
still remaining eternally optimistic, like a farmehat they will
find a way to get through this.

There are a lot of things | think that have beenedand
sort of speak to the reason why Yukon and Canadgefireral
have tried to focus on diversifying who we do bes with,
because traditionally we have done most of ourrmss with
the United States. If the United States economys gimwvn,
henceforth it has a dramatic impact on the Canaglcammomy.
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That's why the former Minister of Economic Develogmh and
the current Minister of Economic Development haweerb
working diligently out there promoting Yukon as talse,
strong opportunity for foreign direct investmentdén Yukon
— so continuing to work on foreign direct investrhen

While there is a potential for an economic downtuhere
are parts of this global economy that are stilindoguite well.
China this year should be looking at approximatély5-
percent GDP growth. With their population, you loak the
strong growth in India and Brazil, which are thes@mples of
jurisdictions where there will continue to be sgogrowth. As
a country and as a territory, to continue to digrgur invest-
ment portfolio and look for opportunities in them®as is very
important.

The other thing | think is very important, and whae al-
ready spoken to, is that we’re in good shape. Shate of the
big answers for Yukon, which is that we have castl we
have net financial resources that are availablestoe could
pay everything off and still have money left overthe bank.
There’s only one other jurisdiction, unfortunatetlyat can do
that.

As | mentioned earlier, | did say that we are nowjgxrt-
ing our net financial resources for the end of 20&2-13 year
to be $125 million. That's the money that wouldléf over if
we paid everything off. We would still be left witlpproxi-
mately $125 million. We have over a quarter ofladni dollars
in cash and investments today.

So what we would do is what we did through the tast
cession; we have the money in hand to help ushgetugh a
world economic crisis if in fact that does happeyaia. So,
fiscal prudence — ensuring that investments thatwede in
services or programs are the right ones; contipuatisuring
that what we are doing is providing value to Yukane- I'm
confident will allow us to be able to weather angigant
downturn in the world economy if in fact that ddegpen.

Mr. Elias:
questions there.

A whole bunch of programs were initiated post-ret®s
— economic stimulus programs across the country hichv
were fiscal austerity measures that obviously aéf@@ur own
territory here. The reason I'm asking these questicegards
the expectations of Yukon. What should we expethéevent
of another global financial meltdown? So many teiadfected
the day-to-day lives of Yukoners as costs roseariticipation
of global economic crisis, the prices of food aready going
up. So that's the reason why | ask the Premierdfhave a
plan. What I'm hearing from the Premier is yes, thakon
does have a plan and we'’re prepared to weathesttren,
should that happen.

Chair:
partment of Finance?

We will proceed then to line-by-line examination.

On Capital Expenditures

On Treasury

On Office Furniture and Equipment

Office Furniture and Equipment in the amount of $39,000
agreed to

Is there any further debate on Vote 12, De-

On Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'll just again for the record say
that the $64,000 is a revote from 2011-12, so nité new
money but a revote of money from the previous yeareno-
vations that have not been completed.

Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space in the
amount of $25,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital in the amount of nil cleared

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $64,000
agreed to

On Revenues

Revenues cleared

Department of Finance agreed to

Chair: We’'re going to continue now with general de-
bate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Puarks.
Would the minister like a 10-minute break for oitis?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

The matter before Committee of the Whole is Vote 55
Department of Highways and Public Works, in Bill .Ng Sec-
ond Appropriation Act, 2012-13.

Department of Highways and Public Works

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just want to say a few quick
things before we get into debate here. The suppitane
budget request highlights the dedication of my dapent to
the responsible construction, maintenance and neamegt of

| thank the Premier for his response to myYukon’s roads and highways, airports, governmentexvand

leased facilities. The severe weather this pashgpmtemon-
strated some of the challenges of maintaining #tftecture and
assets in the north. The quick and effective respaf staff
from Highways and Public Works and other departsient
working together, to the washouts that affectedtoamsporta-
tion infrastructure so severely, demonstrated tim@vation of
staff in meeting these challenges. We need torhagegic in our
planning; we need to make good decisions and fidgerbur
projects in a manner that is the best use of tidigppurse. We
do this while ensuring Yukon roads and highwaysd|dings
and other resources are maintained in an effeati@ener that
ensures public safety. Just fdansard | do want to provide a
few highlights of the transportation.

As you know, the total supplementary request is. 328
million, and the majority of the request for $18n@lion is for
capital funding.

Most of the O&M funds requested are to cover thstxo
associated with highway repairs required aftervtishout that
occurred last spring.

Some of the highlights: $3.575 million on O&M is-re
guested to cover the costs of repairing the washalaing the
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Alaska Highway, of which $2.013 million of thosest® will be
recoverable from Canada’s disaster finance assistaar-
rangement. We're also requesting $845,000 in dafitathe
Nahanni Range Road bridge replacement due to tisbomss,
of which $507,000 will also be recoverable from &da. In
addition, $9.7 million in capital is requested five second
paving project on the Haines Road between Hainestidun
and Beaver Creek. One hundred percent of thisisastover-
able under the Shakwak agreement. We also havacagase
of $1.659 million, which is requested for work onetFlat
Creek Bridge, of which $659,000 is recoverable fl@anada.

We're requesting $840,000 for airport and aerodrqnoe
jects, for example, to complete work for the secpadsenger
bridge at the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse InternatioAdadport.
This is a very important improvement for both.

the government already maintains an inventory bfjalern-
ment facilities and leased buildings, they wouldrkvio add
information about whether a building was accessilenot.
This is highly important. It's a matter of obligati under our
human rights legislation that buildings are acd#ssil would
like the minister to make a commitment to gather itiforma-
tion and act on that information, so that wheredtare leased
spaces that are not accessible, either the spaoenles acces-
sible or the government looks to leasing otherdings.

The minister sent me a letter in January indicativeg the
Highways and Public Works department hopes to naosti
their work with the Yukon Council on DisABILITY; hwever,
when | met with members of the Yukon Council onAB$L-
ITY just a couple of weeks ago, | was speakinganous peo-
ple there and they have not had any engagementtigtide-

We continue our work on the Campbell Highway and wepartment in a considerable amount of time.

are finished up to the portions supported by théddBig Can-
ada fund. We are requesting an increase of just $&emillion

for work on the reconstruction between kilometreab@d kilo-

metre 90. Over $1.6 million of this expenditurelso recover-
able from Building Canada.

There are a couple of Property Management higtdighi
additional $348,000 in O&M funding is requestedctver the
maintenance costs of newly completed projects, aglhe
Whitehorse wharf and waterfront project, the newr€cional
Centre, as well as to support training of Dawsoty Giaff to
take over the waste-water treatment facility andupport the
operation of the Dawson City district heating pobjeAlso,
Property Management is requesting an additional5RE®
related primarily to space planning and intendegrowements
within the main administration building.

So with that, | would like to thank the officialdackie and
Allan, for being here today and also the departnf@nall their
hard work. I'll open the floor.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to thank the minister for his
opening remarks with some details about the supgi¢any
budget estimates. | also want to acknowledge tiamtinister
made a tribute this morning to all of the employées the
work they do within the Department of Highways dnudblic
Works and state clearly for the record that theistén was
speaking on behalf of all Members of the LegiskatAssem-
bly.

We do certainly appreciate that work and thank tmthe
staff for the departmental briefing that was oftewearlier in
this sitting and to the staff who are here thigmibon.

I’'m going to move quickly to canvass a few issues a
then have some questions specifically on some eftdms in
the supplementary estimates. | want to start with issue of
the accessibility of government buildings. The mtier and |
have discussed this subject previously and | hazdenit very
clear that the position of the Official Oppositigs that we
would like to see buildings where government oficare
housed, whether they are owned or leased by thergment,
accessible to persons with disabilities, whethemivers of the
public or employees.

| did have a meeting with the minister and his de@ev-
eral months ago and was left with the impressian, thecause

| also wanted to point out, before the ministeesiso ad-
dress my questions, that the Auditor General’s ntegiso said
the government needs to manage the leasing ofeoffiace
better.

In the Premier's mandate letter to the MinisterHi§h-
ways and Public Works, one of the items is to naeet coordi-
nate government space needs as economically asblposs
through consideration of long-term leases, outrfgiichase or
government construction.

| want to ask the minister to respond and | hoge ke is
going to assure me that the department will gefrtf@mation
on all of the buildings that they lease as to waetthey are
accessible or not — | don't think that that shob&la particu-
larly onerous task — and that he will direct thepa#ment to
take measures to ensure that government spacehevhietis
leased or owned, is accessible in all cases.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. | just want to speak a little bitat@apital plan-
ning initiative phase that was formally implementediich has
just been implemented from 2011-12. It broughtoélthe de-
partments together to holistically approach propageds and
ensure that government-owned and leased facilitiest the
clients’ needs as well as the building code andhibath and
safety, energy efficiency and sustainable standards

There are a few more things here, but the disglgbitrtion
of it for persons with disabilities, of course yisry important to
this government and we're still committed to accomdiating
the needs of disabled employees. | spoke a littleedrlier
about the establishment of the workplace diversityployment
office for persons with disabilities who are loogito work for
the government. They contact our office and ar@duelwith
their needs, and the concerns that they have anegbt for-
ward. When it comes to leased spaces — the memdxr h
asked about leased spaces, and as you've seefvargphbken
to a little bit, you'll see longer term leases:diyear and 10-
year leases. We go after the lessiod explain to him that these
are the requirements under the building code fosgres with
disabilities, so that we get a better deal on aigep but we
also get them to upgrade the facilities before theter into an
agreement. We do have leased facilities, and | nstaled the
Auditor General’s report comes on there, and thatimething
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that we committed to. He was quite concerned atimithree-
year leasing, so we are looking at longer termdeasd work-
ing with them. | can commit today that accessiilissues
within all the government buildings are being lodkat, and
when we do retrofits, to upgrade access to somaupfother
facilities and new facilities that are built.

Ms. Moorcroft:
made a commitment to look at the issues and thiagnwhey
do retrofits, they will address the issue of actédy. | am
looking for two specific additional commitments rfinche min-
ister. I'd like the minister to make a commitmehat when
they either renew or enter into a new lease, thakenit a re-
quirement of the lease that the space be accessiblant to
note that the Auditor General's report for 2012 didke a
number of recommendations and was critical in a &eas.
The government, to its credit, agreed and acknayeddhat it
would work to address them, but the Auditor Gendralpoint
out that not only were short-term leases more esipen but
there were a number of leases that were greatlgeghog the
cost of owning a building.

I'll quote from page 16 of the Auditor General’ post:
“...the Department analyzed seven selected buildittgs;in-
dicated that the cost of leasing was three to dighs higher
than the cost of owning.”

So to go back to the two specific commitments |ook-
ing for from the minister, the first being to maikea require-
ment for leases of government buildings to be datybuild-
ings that are accessible, and secondly | would coacd to the
first issue | raised, which is that the ministedigated the de-
partment hopes to continue working with the Yukoougxcil
on DisABILITY. Can the minister provide me with assur-
ance that will take place shortly?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | alluded to earlier with ref-
erence to leases, all new leases we do get intoe Yooking at
longer term leases. We're looking that they hawe réquire-
ments for persons with disabilities. | might addrthare some
leases we haven’t renewed and have gone to differéllings
because of that exact issue.

When it comes to the council the member spoke il |
commit to have the department engage and speaktiéth. |
would love to hear if they have issues with cerfaitilities so
we can address that as they arise.

Ms. Moorcroft:
tracts, because the Department of Highways andidWhrks,
in maintaining the transportation infrastructured areing re-
sponsible for buildings, has a very large budgetémtracts.

The public places a high value on workplace saletpn’t
think | need to assert again how important it &t tlvorkers are
safe in their workplaces and that we want to premebrk-
place safety. So | want to ask the minister abbatissue of
certificate of recognition, which is the COR progravhere
employers are required to take some training alaukplace
safety measures in order to bid on government aotsr

To its credit, the Yukon Party introduced the COR-p
gram in 2008, and they were planning at that timénave it
fully implemented by — | believe it was — 2011. Hewer in
the last couple of years the government has coediria place

| want to turn to the matter of con-

an exemption on contractors who are bidding onrectg less
than $100,000.

Now, when we had the Workers’ Compensation Health

and Safety Board witnesses here before the Legislathey
indicated very clearly that not only does the CORgpam
work to improve workplace safety, companies thatehaom-

| heard the minister say that he hadpleted their COR training have much less costs usxaf the

financial benefits as well as the reduction of iilgs when
workplaces are more safe.

I'd like to know what the minister's commitment ie
workplace safety and when he anticipates that Bgadment
will continue to take leadership on workplace safetd par-
ticularly workplace safety for new workers and fgoung
workers who are often employed in the Highways Butlic
Works contracts.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | would like to reiterate that the
contractors that we have bidding on contracts, Highways
and Public Works crews who are working out on tighways,
have a great track record and they work safelyyTdre cov-
ered under WCB. There is occupational health afetysahere
is other stuff that’s out there.

The COR program with the Workers’ Compensation
Health and Safety Board falls under Health and &oSer-
vices.

When we speak to the contract stuff, there areewdfft
types of contracts out there, and it has to bedstahacross the
board when it comes to procurement within the govemt.

We're focusing on ensuring fairness, transparersy,
countability and value for money in government cacting —
but also looking at the program. In my conversatiaith the
Minister of Health and Social Services, we havetaof con-
cerns from rural Yukon on becoming certified. Thasome-
thing | believe we’ll have to work together on, aitid some-
thing we are working together on.

Ms. Moorcroft: | just want to emphasize for the min-
ister that even if it's difficult to accomplish sething that
promotes workplace safety, it's well worth doinghave to
repeat for the minister that the claims costs fam-€@OR com-
panies are double the claims costs of COR compaAieshe
Minister of Highways and Public Works, he has thsponsi-
bility for the tendering of government contractse Has the
ability to say to his Cabinet colleagues, as theister, “Sup-
port this workplace safety program, and | wantee & coming
into effect for all government contracts.” So | wiirge the
minister to do that.

| want to move on to some questions relating tasodll
start with the road between Faro and Ross Riveichwis in
very poor condition. We've been hearing about tbisyears. It
has been over a year since | drove to Ross Riwer| know
people who drive it regularly. It's very noticealtkeat the qual-
ity of the road deteriorates dramatically once yeave Faro
and head to Ross River. I'd like to know when thmister
anticipates that his government will place a ptjoon improv-
ing the road between Faro and Ross River. We hakeda
about this before and haven't seen action onadtliKe to ask
the minister if that is in his plans.
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | also hear from the MLA for
Pelly-Nisutlin about this road. This fiscal yeare \don’t have
anything budgeted for it. We're going to keep up @&M on
it.

We understand — especially last year — all of amads
took a huge hit, as you can see, when we had dodifig and
excessive rains throughout the summer. Our offies mun-
dated with calls on just about every road we hagarding
potholes, rough conditions and Yukon climate chargel
guess for a lack of better things. So we’re coneditto the
O&M budget that we have for it and to put our dffioito it in
grading and stuff like that. We don’t have anythidgntified
in this fiscal year, but it is on our radar thad gomething that
could use upgrading.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'm glad to hear that it's on the min-
ister's radar, but | hope that it's going to be stinng that will
actually see some action and some attention frammtimister,
in terms of allocating funds to do the work. Wehad quite a
lot of debate in this Legislature about the amenuméo the
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy legislation,
and the minister has indicated recently that thay plan to do
a full review in 2015. That's certainly later thare believe it
needs to be done and we have, as the minister kroasd for
a full consultation and a full review before thevgmment
does make those legislative amendments.

But | digress from the subject we're discussinghat mo-
ment, and that is the roads and transportatioasiracture.

There is a request in the supplementary for antiaddi
$845,000 for Nahanni bridge replacement — agaiomfra
washout. There is approximately $500,000 from Canad
recoveries for that. So we see almost $5 milliomxtra costs
due to washouts. With climate change and incref&eegdiency
of extreme weather conditions, what is the govemtnpan-
ning to do, if next year or the year after is likés one? Will
Highways and Public Works be looking at buildindaager
contingency fund from here on in, or how do thegpmse to
deal with what may be a problem we will be dealvith again
in the future?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'd just like to speak first a little
bit to engineering and our engineering departméra. have
identified the fact that the climate is changingl dhe condi-
tions are changing. In the wintertime, we get maorarm
weather and more ice. We identified that. In thesiertime,
we do get increased rainfall.

When we engineer new projects, we take that intwich
eration. We look at bigger multiplates, bigger eutg, ap-
proaches to bridges — stuff like that. | don’'t wamtcall it a
bonus, because we didn’'t want to have washoutsy#as, but
because of this we identified — there is some n&wastruc-
ture out there that we have purchased in the forrilfield
bridges that are a lot quicker and faster thandldeBailey
bridge system. We can have them in some of thesp<and
can access them right away and get to the rodteoptoblem if
there is a washout. Basically, yes, our engineedi@gartment
takes into consideration — we've been working om plerma-
frost up in Beaver Creek area with studies on #mat looking
at the changes of climate and the same with themsrm—

noticing the increase in extreme weather conditiensain and
stuff.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister went with my col-
league, the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lal@s,a
tour of the highways and roads in his riding aridng the way,
went through portions of Copperbelt South ridinggnbw that
the minister and my colleague had a discussioneweral of
the items relating to good roads in the area.

My colleague sent a letter to the minister askiog fbl-
low-up on some of the items that hadn’t been adeksn the
minutes of the meeting that the minister first pded, and all
he got in response was a letter indicating thatetieas a rural
road maintenance program available and there wapes of
the application form. | want to come back with sospecific
follow-up on a few of the roads that the ministad any col-
league observed and had a discussion about.

On Pennycook Road in the Tagish area, we undersfand
residents have made three previous rural road sr@nce
program applications to the government, and thaésteinwas
asked to work with the department and the residenpsoceed
with doing upgrades. There is a matter of fire §afessociated
with this, so I'd like to ask the minister to reggoto that.
Maybe what I'll do before he responds is to listadilthe items
that he hasn’t addressed.

The Annie Lake Road apparently is upgraded nowewic
year and the minister agreed to consider more é&eiqupgrad-
ing since there is more traffic on that road frommeractivities.
Is that correct? The Reid Road turnaround is ameigbat the
minister committed to coming back to. It's an issafepublic
safety. The Judas Creek Drive has significant dethds there
a plan to resolve the issue of water in the ditcdres the cul-
vert valve problem at Army Beach? Maybe beforet Ideiwn
and ask the minister to respond to those mattetsvilere not
addressed, | would also like to acknowledge my egiption
that the road to Golden Horn Elementary School, perdicu-
larly the stretch that parallels the Alaska Highwasas im-
proved. | know that the minister looked at that &eard from
my colleagues and me about it. They have a lotakwo do
to keep everyone satisfied with the state of tredsp but per-
haps the minister could just respond to the issliswere not
resolved following the tour.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: When it comes to Pennycook
Lane, when we toured through there, | did explaithe MLA
for that area about our rural roads upgrade progaach| did
talk about that. One thing that | didn’t realizeemhl got back
and looked at that is we have a $200,000 revolfungl in the
rural roads upgrade program. It's in-kind suppootf some of
the residents and it's money that we put forwat'd.rhore of a
bang for your buck so you can get more done. Theiqn of
the road had already has some funds go towardWelike to
spread the funds throughout the Yukon. That's whyould
encourage him again to put in next year for it ba same
thing. There is only so much in that fund, so mufsthe fund
had been spent already when they put in for itrgyear, this
is something that rolls over in our budget of 16200,000, so |
would encourage them to put in for that again.
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When it comes to the Annie Lake Road, that's theesis-
sue that | get from the member from Carmacks anthupat
direction about the bypass —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Not Pelly-Nisutlin — Mayo-
Tatchun. When it comes to the Carmacks bypass, thitke
roads, when mines do come on-line and it comesdeased
traffic — I've said this before in the House — tsavhen we
look at increased maintenance.

meets the Nav Canada safety guidelines that blookneercial
flights but allow charter flights? The minister ahtiave spo-
ken about this before. Air North cannot run comrizritights,
but they can do charters. My colleague, the MLA Kéayo-
Tatchun, who represents that riding, has also daikat with
the minister. Could he let us know what the currgatus is
there?
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just want to assure the members

across the way that the Mayo aerodrome does miesafalty

With the mine coming up, looking at Annie Lake Rpad standards right now. We have secured a temporahoaza-

you'll see we identify the fact that it will needcreased main-
tenance — same thing when it comes to the Carmaybass.
If a mine goes into operation, we’ll of course berking
closely with them in our department, as will théxest depart-
ments. We'll know that it’s time to put in a bypasisere will
be too much traffic.

| would like to say again — whenever | heard therdvo
“potholes”, | don’'t mean to be a bit of a hard-nasethis, but
last summer, there were a lot of potholes everyahérained,
and rained, and rained. Our highways crews — | ghem
100-percent credit. | tributed them today on belwlfthe
House, and | thank the member opposite for thatyMmorked
hard out there blading. We identified two bladirgyear on
roads, and sometimes each road could probably Ogelat-
ings, but our budget is what our budget is, andwwek within
our restraints.

Army Beach ditching, grading and what has happevitdd
that, not to throw the Community Services minisiader the
bus by any means, but this was something that +spming if
she’s paying attention and of course she is. Thabmething
where we looked at the ditching part of it andgh&ding of the
ditch. When | looked at it with the Member for Mdurorne-
Southern Lakes, it's the grade in the ditch, bat ¢irade goes
back in the water and precipitation comes from wagk in the
area, so it is virtually impossible to get equipmienthere be-
cause it is soft to work with.

That was something in my discussions with the depamt
and it is not a huge issue of roads washing oatngthing like
that, so it just wasn't a priority.

Ms. Moorcroft:
funding available for the rural road maintenancegpam, there
are a number of people who live at Pennycook Roaditabe-
comes impassable in the spring, so this is a meftsafe road
access for all residents year-round and it's alsmedter of
maintaining a road where emergency equipment reashiiity
to get in there if they are needed to respond teraargency. |
want to follow up and urge the minister not to jsay to apply
yet again for a rural road maintenance prograns Ehupgrad-
ing that is needed and certainly my colleague wtded from
the conversation that they had when they were aitihg at
the riding that that would be something the mimisteuld
make an effort to address. | am going to urge hirmtfact do
that.

Regardless of the limited amount of

tion allowing scheduled air service next year —s # one-year
trial for Air North — from Nav Canada.

Ms. Moorcroft: Moving on to Property Management,
there is a requested revote of $625,000 for spreipg and
tenant improvements within the main administratimrilding.
That is the old library. Will this space be for f§taDid the
government determine the use of the space befe dlo-
cated the money for planning and tenant improves®emhis is
a government building that is already accessiltltat had a
lot of use for the many years it was a library @&rseems to me
that the best use of that space would be for fliaetservice,
so that staff could help people who may have acisss®s or
other uses that take advantage of the fact thatatdowntown
location that is accessible. It could be used fipsu the public
having access to government services. Can the teririt us
know what is happening with that space?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, space planning for the ad-
ministration building — thank you, Madam Chair. Whae are
doing there is amalgamating and bringing a departne-
gether so that they are in one building — Publiovise Com-
mission.

Sorry, Madam Chair, | think it's Public Service Cuanis-
sion, but I'll commit to getting back to the memlogr that. I'm
pretty sure that's what it is.

Ms. Moorcroft: | realize | should have directed my
remarks through the Chair. | just thought if thenistier had the
information handy, perhaps he could answer it keefoe sat
down. | appreciate that he will get back to me witbre detail
on that.

| want to ask the minister a question related ®FRhench
Language Services Directorate and translation cesvil rec-
ognize the minister may not be able to respondi® tbday,
but | just want to put on record that, at the pnésiene, mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly do not have actessansla-
tion services. | think this may very well be in kation of the
official Languages Act.

| also noticed yesterday when the Yukon Human Right
Commission annual report was tabled that the Yukoman
Rights Commission was able to do some translatitm avLaw
Society grant. | believe the government should beviding
translation services for the work of the Yukon HunRights
Commission. People should have access to informatiated
to human rights in both English and French.

The supplementary estimates also show an $840,000 So | justwant to ask the minister to commit tordpa re-

revote for airport improvements and I'd like to dbk minister
if he can respond to an issue that has been raigkchim be-
fore. What is government doing to ensure that tlayd/airport

view to ascertain if, in fact, the government iscompliance
with the official Languages Act. | would like to advocate for
the government to provide translation servicesnfembers of
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the Legislature, for the Yukon Human Rights Comimissand
broadly across government.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, | can commit to getting
back to the member on that. That's about all |@ammit to.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd also like to ask the minister to ei-
ther provide information or get back to me abouatvaddi-
tional costs may have been incurred by heavy imddistaffic,
in particular, or trucks on the Robert Campbell gy, on
the Silver Trail and on the Klondike Highway. | wddike to
know what companies are charged for ore-haulingnjtsr
How much of the additional expenses that have leanred
are recoverable from fees?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
ken to, we have bulk haul agreements where itpgrany per
kilometre over legal actual load, which is 65,000.

Ms. Moorcroft:
maintenance for Dawson waste-water treatment facdiaff
training and the $348,000 in this line item is opbyrtially for
the staff training. I'd like to ask how much of t8848,000 is
for that.

In addition, Dawson City has expressed grave cascer
about its ability to meet the long-term operatiord anainte-
nance costs of the waste-water treatment faciltigat is High-
ways and Public Works doing as far as developimgferm
plans or arranging for long-term funding? Can theister tell
us how they are working with Dawson on this?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'll break that down for you.
There is $133,000 for operational costs for the SawCity
district heating project which will be tied in withaste water.
There's $15,000 for operator training required farnover
operations to the City of Dawson. Of that, $40,006r addi-
tional maintenance personnel required at the Cooread Cen-
tre; $30,000 is the result of increased maintenaosts at the
Correctional Centre; and $130,000 is one-time fugdo cover
higher operational costs for the Whitehorse whad svater-
front project which is now complete.

For those roads that were spo-

There is an increase in operation and

repeat the number he just said and also to teth@igotal costs
in the current budget year for contract expend#tucedo with
Whitehorse Correctional Centre.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: To repeat the numbers again,
there was $40,000 for additional maintenance andopeel
required at the Correctional Centre — this is Higlss and
Public Works — and $30,000 as a result of an irsem
maintenance costs at the Correctional Centre.

Could | get the member opposite to ask the othestipn
she had asked again, please? | missed that.

Ms. Moorcroft: | was also looking for the total
amount in the current fiscal year for Whitehorsar€ctional
Centre with the mains plus the supplementary bsdget

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | can commit to getting those
numbers to the member.

Mr. Silver: | would like to thank the officials for be-
ing here today and the minister responsible fomenisg the
questions.

I'd like to start by just saying that the miniseard his de-
partment deserve some credit here for their comaation
skills. I've had several interactions with the nsieir and his
departmental team, and credit is definitely duee @articular
instance happened just previous to the sittindnisf legislative
session when a placer mining camp was facing aeatang
situation involving snow. They knew that their roaduld not
be maintained after the U.S. border closure, bey tred a bad
start-up to the year, and they finally got intoced line of pay
dirt. They took that gamble and continued mining.

I will give the minister responsible an opportunitl he
wishes, to talk about how he and his team savedadlyehere.
It's just worth mentioning that the minister and kiepartment
went above and beyond in this particular case tp fagilitate
reconnecting the camp to civilization. He definiteé owed
some credit there.

This particular road, like | say, wasn’'t supposedbe
maintained, and a solution was found. | do havesayp that

| want to speak to Dawson waste water. We met withmore credit is due here because they did that witknowing

mayor and council officials two nights ago to dissuhe one-
year after maintenance of the Dawson City wasteewat/e
had a very good meeting with them. We discussecesaithe
issues | received and heard during AYC.

We're definitely committed to work with them to rdhe
project for the year, and sit down with them andklat the
costs and make sure that the costs to the residémawson
City are not above and beyond what the rest of Yieke pay
for water and sewer. | committed, and we've comreditio that,
and said that in this House time after time, sohimgt has
changed. We had a good meeting with the mayor aodail
up there. I'd like to thank the officials; they healigh weather
to try to get there. | think the people who drovat there
quicker than the people who flew. Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: | want to just ask the minister to re-
peat the information related to the funding amdontthe new
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. | did have someudision
with the Minister of Justice on this; however, sowiethe
money is in the Justice budget and some of the ynizni@ the
Highways and Public Works budget. I'd like the rsier to

at the time that the History Channel was down tHingng
every single motion, of every single day, of thiarticular
camp. I'm sure, in March, his staff will be featdran one of
their episodes. Kudos to his department and team.

I do have a question about the meeting that thdstein
and his department had in Dawson regarding theeaaater
treatment facility. | just wanted to see if he wiblike to com-
ment a little bit about transferring ownership querterms of
worker safety. | hear that there may have beerssurei coming
forward about the city not necessarily being 10f:eet sure
as to whether or not the full safety was implemerfte their
workers — if the minister would maybe just commentthat
for a second, please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That would be new to me, so
can ask questions and see what | can get back tmémber on
that.

Mr. Silver: The future of the Korbo lot — I've asked
in other departments as well, and we've been askembk it
here. The cleanup is complete. What is the goventrp&n-
ning to do with this land?
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That's something I'll be talking
about with my colleague, the minister responsilge Yukon
Housing Corporation, and our caucus — the futuengplfor
the Korbo lot.

Mr. Silver: Okay. It's hard to pin down a particular
minister on this particular question, so | will neoen to an-
other question. I've talked to the minister abdus already —
the Top of the World Highway. We are looking fostatus and
policy for plowing in the fall. This particular san of road is
plagued with problems, such as potholes. It's @aped cur-
rently, but when the ban comes off on the highw#lyss, par-
ticular part of the highway is still soaking wetdaih gets a lot
of rough traffic at that time. | know the ministeas a plan to
change part of the road and to go back to just iplgwnd cal-
cium. We would like to know where exactly this isimg to
start.

We would also like a commitment to the budget afl. we
We’re wondering if the budget is going to changetf® main-
tenance for that particular section of highway.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Just in passing, | alluded to our
budget for that, which is between $1.4 million &id6 million
every year for the Top of the World. We haven't ofped our
commitment every year.

Like I alluded to when the Member for Copperbelutho
mentioned to me about the potholes — it was a raughmer
last year. What we’re looking at with the Top o World, like
| had said, is some of the areas — we understatdihen we
open up the road, we use Cats and we use blowagsttthe
road open first thing in the spring. As soon as apen the
road, it's imperative that the miners get to tr@@&ms so they
can get busy mining and have a good season. Se, itha lot
of heavy truck traffic. There is a lot of heavy guent traffic
on the road. Some of the areas get hit hard.

The member spoke about even after the road bansffare
and the road’s wet, it's at a higher elevation dadsn’t dry out
quite as fast. We're looking at going to gravel aadtium on
that. With the stretches that are chipsealed aadjaod, we're
going to keep them that way. They're good stretcidwy
need the odd pothole fixed and the chipseal, wiécline.
Some of the areas that would take rip and reshgpend re-
shape every year — it's more cost-efficient and durn up
the budget of that probably double to get up tlzere work on
it.

So we’re committed to keeping the road in the coowliit
is and some of the areas where the chipseal hastgdreck —
for lack of a better term — we will blade it, caloi it, spend
more time with a grader on it and it should be é@ttér condi-
tion.

Mr. Silver:
ister. The future of McDonald Lodge — like | memtex here
before in the House, Dawson is a rumour mill some$ and

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That's a little bit like the Korbo.
I can’t comment on it. It's something on which eao work
with my fellow colleagues and we haven’'t made tetision
yet.

Mr. Silver: So is the minister saying that he does not
know if the decision has been made, or a decisamnot been
made by his government?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
commitment.

Mr. Silver: | think | got my answer.

Just one more question on travel policy and thinisther
question — sorry if all my questions are the orest thave
been redirected to you from other ministers. Traaicy —
we were just wondering about travel policy for filg and
WestJet. Is the government currently booking fkgbh West-
Jet and how much money did they spend with WestJatith
this particular airline?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | don’t have those exact figures
in front of me, but | can commit to the member & them for
air travel last year.

Mr. Elias: I've got a question for the Minister of
Highways and Public Works.

As he is well aware, our community of Old Crow —d ley
the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation — has developedvexry
strong business case for a winter road this yeautacommu-
nity of Old Crow. Obviously, the minister is wellvare that
yesterday the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation canaglitbat win-
ter road due to climatic conditions with snow dep#ing basi-
cally the problem.

| guess my question is that in the main budgetersup-
plementary budget our community didn’t see a lbeeni with a
commitment to a partnership with the community &d Grow
from the territorial government or from the miniseoffice to
assist in the building of a winter road, in recdigmi of its im-
portance not only to the territorial government the federal
government, the community and the Vuntut Gwitchiinst-
Nation government.

With the spring main estimates coming in 2013-bine-
where in March, more than likely, is the ministeegared to
commit to a specific line item to a partnershiphnibhe com-
munity of Old Crow to attempt to build another ventroad
from the Dempster Highway to the community of Oldb@?

It's incredibly important because a winter roadnices-
sary to engage in so many other projects that teegdt off the
ground in the community. Not only is it to take aantami-
nated waste or to build buildings or to ensure@tizens have
access to cheaper ways to ensure their lifestykes@mparable
to those of southern Yukon, but it's also importimmta healthy

I'm not in a position to make a

Just a couple more questions for the min-<community. It's amazing the hundreds of millions difllars

that are spent for the 5,000 kilometres plus ofiritee minister
is responsible for around the territory, yet oumeoaunity of

we've been hearing rumours of the McDonald Lodgee W Old Crow and the Vuntut Gwitchin government hasspend

know that they're going to be building a new fagilattached
to the new hospital. The old structure is rumourede demol-
ished and we’re wondering if the minister respolesfbr Pub-
lic Works can comment on that.

half of the cost to ensure access to our commuhg. rest of
the communities don’t have to do that.

The ultimate goal for our community is for the tenmial
government to also recognize that they have programad ser-
vices and accountability to the community of Oldo®@rand
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that, hopefully, every three years there is a lteen in the
budget for our community to have road access tootliside
world. I'm asking on behalf of my constituents thia¢re be a
line item in the 2013-14 budget that recognizesilttiy@ortance
of a winter road access to our community. It's venfortu-

nate; we have a lot of upset constituents becawsdad to
cancel the road yesterday. | look forward to havimgre de-
tailed discussions with regard to the business edfie the

minister on behalf of our community members. I'muady

going to be meeting with Chief Linklater today &kt about it
after this session has concluded to see what diorngpare for
our community because there are so many projeetshive
now come to a screeching halt. It's very unfortenatealing
with the weather like this, but this is a fact difrate change.
This might be a blessing in disguise so that wedsarelop and
strengthen the partnership with the territorial ggovment, the
federal government and other agencies and indastwyell. I'd

like to hear the minister's comments with regarthtat.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Madam Chair, road access to
communities is something that most Yukoners takeyfanted.
Being able to go pick up a washer and dryer that'ssale in
the Canadian Tire flyer or at Staples — well, ntapes, but
one of the businesses — is something we take fantgd. |
totally understand the member opposite’s concertifo com-
munity.

| want to reiterate to the residents of Old Crowattive're
committed to working with VGFN on this. It's notliae item
because the $700,000 is in the variances andédt'siside for
next year to work with them. I’'m very happy aboliatt Quite
often in this House, we hear concerns about nokiwgrto-
gether with First Nations, but this is a very irdibde case of
our department working hand in hand with VGFN otttipg a
business case together and our department workitig tthe
other departments on opportunities to bring nemstewhether
it's something with Yukon Housing or with EMR or weter
it's something within my department, and for thesidents to
be able to have cheaper access to get some ofgger litems
that they would like to bring into their communitl.really
want to thank the department for the hard work theeylone
on this case, especially Allan, who’s standing teshne here,
and the commitment from VGFN to work with us andoato
work with the member opposite on this file. | lofkward to
continuing the great working relationship we alv@a

Mr. Elias:
next coming year, if the minister could discusshat Cabinet
level with his other colleagues, because thereaalat of re-
sponsibilities in Environment, Community Servicésstice, |
believe; obviously Highways and Public Works, andre Edu-
cation. There are responsibilities within the comityuof Old
Crow — programs and services — with his Cabineleagjues
that could be strengthened in the line item fortngar. I'm
very encouraged and glad to hear that there hasdmeewhat
of a variance commitment on behalf of the ministetepart-
ment.

On behalf of my constituents, | thank you.

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to welcome the officials to the
Legislature and thank them for their answers andkwuith

Highways and Public Works. I'd also like to eche thinis-
ter's tribute this morning and acknowledge the wofkthe
highway crews around the Yukon.

In my area, it's a long, dark distance at this tiofeyear
from one community to the next. | commend the rogsivs for
their efforts to keep our communities accessible e roads
safe. | thank you very much.

The minister mentioned a penny a kilometre for ever

weight. This is for the ore haul trucks. Can héuslhow much
is collected and, at the same time, estimate th eosts in-
curred by the additional heavy traffic on the réatd&now the
minister has mentioned a couple of times how deasshave to
be made about whether to stay on the main roadowerto the
side roads. We have talked about potholes and detetiora-
tion on the Robert Campbell Highway and the add#ldeavy
truck traffic from our industrial users. Have thetra costs
been estimated, and is that taken into accounttivélore haul-
ing permits and the revenue derived from that?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
haul trucks, it was a penny a kilometre over 65,8600egal
axle rate. But the further you haul, of course, iitere money
we get.

| want to speak a little bit to that — those are bulk haul
agreements. We are working with Alaska, actuallye Work
with Alaska quite a bit on many issues, becausbdave some-
thing in common — we have road access and go badk
forth, and we go into the port of Skagway. So thisomething
we're looking at and looking to have more of a coonnfee.

Another thing that does get missed on this wheroiihes
to the O&M portion of things — there are bulk hagdree-
ments for the ore trucks, but it's the equipmeat thaybe one
of the mines is hauling in there — that’s not ca¢eunder the
bulk haul. It's all the other traffic that we have the tourists,
the motorhomes and everything else that goes algtigthat.
So it's a bigger picture when it comes to the rosintenance,
but we do have bulk haul agreements with the aieks.

I'd just like to add — regarding our people at smles
and safety, we have impeccable safety records thighore
trucks that we have out there with the travellingplc. Some-
times there are challenging conditions and lastrsem— we
alluded to that. | was very impressed with how tbegrate in
such a safe manner.

Mr. Tredger:

roads as long as they meet the weight requirem@&hies.first
part of my question: How much revenue are we angriom
the ore haul agreements and how much additionakgnda we
have to put into our highways to maintain them asgable
condition as the industrial use increases?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Thank you, Madam Chair, and
thank the member opposite. | just want to get iadcke mem-
ber opposite with when it comes to the vehicleslihguthe
equipment. They have to follow the requirementseyrlare
required to get permits at the scales, which theseho pay for
and everything else. When it comes to the bulk hparhmits
and the revenue that we’re bringing in for it, Ebmmit to the
member to get that. | don’'t have those numbershior right

When we spoke about the ore

a

If I am given to understand, then, there
Just a few other comments — during theis no additional charge to companies that are hguiin our
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here, but we can get those numbers for you. I'tl them to
you.

Mr. Tredger:
sessment has been done to determine what kindsksf are
incurred as we get more and more traffic — not ahé/weight
— and | understand they do run safely and theyutounder
limit, but instead of one or two trucks running, maw have 10
or 20 or an increasing number. That has to incrdasestress
on the road, but it also means our crews have touben the
road sooner and quicker because it becomes vergedaus
when there are big trucks going up and down the ma a
snowy day. If there have been any assessmentsloassess-
ment done on that so that you can estimate futastsccan
you determine the cost to Highways and can mentiemeghat
with me?

| did have a couple of more questions. One is #wihg
system in the Whitehorse Correctional Centre, whnels fairly
innovative and used wood heat. Can the ministee gis an
update on that, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Pellet heat — it's a contract
where we use pellets. | believe that we estimatedise about
400 tonnes of pellets a year, and it's warm in¢beectional
facility during the cold weather.

Mr. Tredger:
climate change and the concerns about climate ehanjgist
read an article that talked about over a billiotlads in costs
across Canada in the last year alone — kind ofghténing
figure. The minister talked about the abnormal amiaf rain
last summer. The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin mengidrthe
excess of snow this winter that is having a dedieitfect on our
infrastructure. | know in the buildings we were cemed
about melting permafrost. Right now our weather bha@some
increasingly unpredictable.

This year was wetter; other areas it has been.dkiey
projections coming from climate change say thatacdy what
it'll be: the weather patterns will be more sevbtg they will
become more unpredictable. Perhaps more moistwenies
the new normal in the Yukon.

Another thing that we’ve done in the departmenhweihgineer-
ing — as time goes on, as new technologies conveafol, we

I would assume that some type of as-look at those technologies and we look at how ttayld be

better used to adapt to climate change.

| alluded to earlier that, with the excess rain ahdf like
that, when we look at the standards required fddimg roads,
we look at maybe putting in larger culverts, takintp consid-
eration the changing times with climate change.

Mr. Tredger: Are there any estimates of future costs
or projected costs to re-engineer the roads antudings?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I don’t think we have a big-
scale picture on that. What we do is work with eacbject.
With each project, we take into consideration ctenehange
now. We have th€limate Change Action Plan. We work with
Environment and, like | alluded to earlier, with Réun College
research and the new technologies that are out thben we
do build infrastructure.

Ms. Moorcroft: I have another issue that | would like
to ask the minister to respond to. Madam Chairhexee made
a lot of strides in promoting women’s legal, sociald eco-
nomic equality.

We have theCharter of Rights and Freedoms, which sets
out women’s equality rights, and we have Yukon’siddwuman

I've heard a number of references toRights Act. So | would have thought the Yukon government

had reached a point where public education campaigyuld
not be based on offensive and sexist images oftiscatad
women.

When we were in debate on the Women'’s Directorate,
colleague was asking the minister responsible apeunter and
diversity training and about the work that the WorseDirec-
torate did in collaborating with other departmetdspromote
living up to our obligations for women’s equalifyhe Depart-
ment of Highways and Public Works has a number aitp
analysts who work for it. Highways and Public Wodss well
as the Women'’s Directorate is represented on thmutyeMin-
isters Review Committee, the policy review comnaiteend the
communications committee. There is gender and sityer
training available, as | understood it, and | wolité the min-

Have there been any projections done by Highwayk anister to assure me that all Highways and Public kK& quolicy

Public Works to attempt to get ahead of the cumeé iy to
estimate what kinds of buildings and changes weéllntade in
the engineering aspect of them so that we can lputektra
money into Highways and Public Works now, so we gah
ahead of the game so that our roads are engin@geradvay
that we can handle floods, so that our buildingspeepared for
the new normal? Are there any estimates and inedeassts
that Highways and Public Works will be requiring noeet
these needs?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. This is something back in the daynuhactually
worked for the department. | saw what the perméafiogs to
roads and it's pretty frustrating. Highways and IRu/orks is
working with the college, with the research centagrdinating
on the vulnerability to our infrastructure that cesmwith cli-
mate change. | know there have been some studiesith on-
line. We also have some projects within our depantnthat
we’re working with, especially when it comes to pefrost.

analysts would take advantage of that gender amdrgify
training and that the Department of Highways andliu
Works would work with the Women'’s Directorate tokaasure
that their public education campaigns are resplecthe Hal-
lowe’en poster not only had images of women thatevedfen-
sive, but some of the young people in that posiekdd to be
well under legal drinking age, so | don't think ths particu-
larly appropriate for a designated driver postengaign.

I'd like to ask the minister — because | just dom'tder-
stand how it could happen — how the Highways antliPu
Works anti-drinking and driving campaign postersraveot
flagged as stereotyping images of women’s sexuality
inappropriately?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just want to say the goal of the
“Be the Life of the Party” campaign was to reduogaired
driving. That's what the poster was about — amof@gdl 30-
year olds, the group most likely to die in drinkiagd driving
incidents. The message in this ad is that you @athé life of



2036

HANSARD

December 13, 2012

the party by being the designated driver and tbatgan have
fun without drinking.

This campaign has been relevant in effectively kipggato
this target audience. It promoted a lively discoissbn social
media. The vast majority of people commented os #ai and
the majority of people who commented on this addikhe ad.
It was shocking. The father of a daughter who dired drunk
driving incident commented that the ad was shockirigere
were a lot of people talking about it on Facebood aeople
were talking about the ad and talking to theirrfde — young
people who are in this core group of people whotheeones
who commit the offences. When | went up with Mother
Against Drunk Drivers — the president of Mothersafgst
Drunk Drivers, why I'm wearing this pin here today| spoke
to her about that and she told me that’s a grestepoWe have
a designated driver campaign out right now. We igone pick
all different kinds of people; we don’t segregdtenight add
that most of our policy analysts within our depastin are
women, with one exception.

| want to add also that this ad was based on asiggess-
ful campaign that the Northwest Territories ranafl$ all |
have to say on that.

Ms. Moorcroft: | do support reducing impaired driv-
ing. | do not have an issue with provocative thigkiand | do
not have a problem with lively discussions, butigin point
out that people are currently talking about theis€thras ads for
designated drivers and all of the models are falbthed. |
want this minister to assure me that he does ri@veethat it
is appropriate for government advertising campatgrfeature
sexist and offensive images of women. | also whatninister
to assure me that when his department developsrgitiicy or
advertising campaigns, they will work with the WamseDi-
rectorate and that they will ensure that a geneles Is applied
before a final product is approved for distributierhether that
is an ad or whether that is a new policy.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Like | said before, the idea of
the “Be the life of the party” advertising campaigrto reduce
impaired driving among young people — 19-year dus0-
year olds.

I'm glad the member opposite thinks the same way th
do, that we would like to reduce this. | know peoplho have
lost people to impaired driving. | commend our dépant for
the job they do with this. Social media — thingsdahanged
and we're working and looking in a forward directito getting
and discussing the issues with Yukoners, whethdreitim-
paired driving or driving slower through constrocti zones.
This is something we strive for, and the more peopé can
keep off the roads who are impaired is a good ljeib we do.

Ms. Moorcroft: | will repeat that | believe you can
reduce impaired driving without discriminating aggtiwomen.
| believe you can reduce impaired driving withoeaturing
sexist and offensive images of scantily clad wonterorder to
avoid something like this happening again, | wépeat my
question for the minister. Will the minister makeanmitment
to this House that he will ensure that his depantnemgages
fully with the Women'’s Directorate to advance worsesgual-

ity and to ensure that all initiatives of the depamt are ones
that respect women?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We have a lot of employees in
Highways and Public Works, and I'm proud of the é&ypes
and the job that they do. I'm proud that our daparit put red
ribbons on our fleet vehicles in support of the @ned driving
campaign. This is what this poster was about. & afaout im-
paired driving. That's all it was about.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'll ask the minister again. Does the
minister agree that it would be advisable and gmpate for
the Department of Highways and Public Works to wookp-
eratively with the Women'’s Directorate on futurdiatives?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We work with many depart-
ments on many things. We're always working withfetiént
departments.

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister share with us
what his commitment, if any, is to women'’s equdlity

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'll have to get back to the
member opposite on that.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 55,
Department of Highways and Public Works?

We will proceed line by line.

Ms. Moorcroft: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, |
request unanimous consent of Committee of the Wiootkeem
all lines in Vote 55, Department of Highways andbliRu
Works, cleared or carried, as required.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, before you call
guestion on that, from a procedural aspect | belié¥he mo-
tion were to be negatived, we cannot return to litelieve the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin was standing and I'm rstre
whether or not he was entering into general deba, |
wanted to draw that to your attention.

Chair: Did you have anything further under general
debate?

On the point of order, Mr. Elias.

Mr. Elias: I'd just like to thank the Government House
Leader for recognizing that | was standing. Sometinthis
happens in this House, but | can defer my quedtiche min-
ister himself personally with a telephone call terow morn-
ing. Thank you.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 55,
Department of Highways and Public Works, cleared
or carried

Chair: Ms. Moorcroft has, pursuant to Standing Order
14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committethe
Whole to deem all lines in Vote 55, Department adHivays
and Public Works, cleared or carried, as requirsek you

agreed?
All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Chair: We appear to have unanimous consent.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $4,623,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures
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Total Capital Expendituresin the amount of $18,614,000
agreed to
Department of Highways and Public Works agreed to

Chair:
Council Office in Bill No. 7,Second Appropriation Act, 2012-
13. Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 minuvesile
we await officials.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order. The matter before the Committee is VotEx&cutive
Council Office, in Bill No. 7,Second Appropriation Act, 2012-
13. Mr. Pasloski has the floor with 18 minutes and seconds
remaining.

Executive Council Office — continued

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, we are now dis-
cussing Executive Council Office. As I've describ#kere are
two new items included in this supplementary. Fistted both
on O&M expenditures and recovery votes, under @mgr
entitled “Commissioner’s Office” is an increase$&000. This
reflects a new administrative arrangement withfdueral De-
partment of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Devefoent,
which will consolidate the entire budget for traaeld support
for the office of the Commissioner into a singlaafncial
framework managed by Government of Yukon.

This change is in response to a request from thans-
sioner and will offer his office more efficient azmting proc-
esses for eligible travel and communication supposts, so he
doesn’t have to do paperwork for us and for theefaldgov-
ernment. It will just be more efficient for his wé. The
amount for this year reflects the administrativargpe becom-
ing effective partway through the fiscal year. Coamting in
the next budget, the full amount of $15,000 willrelected in
the Executive Council Office in both the expenditiand re-
covery votes.

The second new item included under the programpdLa
Claims and Implementation Secretariat”, is a regfersspend-
ing authority in the amount of $25,000 for a cdmition to be
made to the Truth and Reconciliation Commissionatmirthe
cost of a regional event that has now been identifind of-
fered to Yukoners in early 2013. This request fguport was
received this fall, and the supplementary is the fipportunity
to request authority to enter into a new contrilbithgreement.

The other elements for the supplementary, as | ioreed
before — in the operation and maintenance votegetig an
increase for the development of consultation péor the
White River and Liard First Nations.

This work commenced in the previous year and has co

tinued into this fiscal year. In this vote, there also decreases
for the following: Bureau of Statistics — work olnet follow-
up activities related to the census for 2011 — sk is now
to be spread over this year and next; Land Claintsleple-
mentation activities in departments; Water Boarpegses due

to partial-year vacancies and membership and redwwe
penses for youth leadership activity programs.

For the capital vote, there are increases reflefiiedhe
following: office furniture and equipment expensesociated

We're going to move on to Vote 2, Executive with the relocation of the Development Assessmeahth in

the Elijah Smith Building; and information techngloequip-
ment and systems associated with the continuedla@went
of an on-line registry application for the Yukon WfaBoard
Secretariat.

Ms. White: | just have one question. Back in May of
this year, we were discussing the auspiciousnefisecExecu-
tive Council Office. I'm just going to quote frorhd Premier
— and this is in relation to what you were saying tefinition
of the office was in relation to my question aboutving the
Youth Directorate from ECO to Health and Social v8ms,
which | would still be interested in seeing, buatth not where
my focus is right now. So this is what you had ag about the
office: “The Executive Council Office is really aloa leader-
ship role. Leadership is under the auspices of lEkex Coun-
cil Office.” This is still in relation to the YoutDirectorate. |
think that having it under the auspices of Exeauttouncil
Office in the leadership role defines it in a muatger degree,
if that makes sense in terms of increasing theesobpvhat can
be done. Understanding the Executive Council Officea
leadership role — and | brought this up in May luétyear —
I'm wondering if there has been any more considenaabout
moving the French Language Services Directoratenftbe
vastness of Highways and Public Works into a muchenac-
cessible area like Executive Council Office? Itlsadout lead-
ership.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | thank the member opposite for
the question. The department has been doing soalgsaon
governance for the French Language Services Diatetand
the Women'’s Directorate. As you're aware, bothhafsie have
been unique in that the reporting mechanism has tigerent.
We are, as we speak, looking at an analysis of rgavee for
these directorates and, at this point, don't hawemogress to
report on that.

Ms. Hanson: Before | start, | would like to thank the
officials for their briefing. It was thorough ands a result of
that, | only have really one question. | think mo§the other
questions, to my recollection and to my note takimgre an-
swered at the time when we were doing the briefitg Water
Board Secretariat, as it is noted here, has a teduof
$16,000 due to vacancies for the partial year. Mgsgon is
simply: Are the Water Board appointments now fatesgth?
Is the Water Board operating at full strength? Alleappoint-
ments by all the bodies who appoint members to\ifser
Board up to date? If not, when would we anticipggeing the
Water Board at full complement?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Water Board is comprised of
three members from representatives put forwardutftraCoun-
cil of Yukon First Nations, three members from Yuokgov-
ernment, three members from the federal governnieigtht
now there is one vacancy and it is a Yukon govemtnve-
cancy. We are in the process of reviewing people wbuld
be eligible for that position.
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| look forward to having an announcement to filattva-
cancy in the near future.

Ms. Hanson:
would request the unanimous consent of Committeg¢hef
Whole to deem all lines in Vote 2, Executive Coli@iffice,
cleared or carried, as required.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | would point out
that the Leader of the Third Party and the Membenuntut
Gwitchin have not had an opportunity to ask questi®®erhaps
the member might want to reconsider her requesirbefe are
forced to disagree with it.

Ms. Hanson:
and discussed it with the Independent member. haaspeak
for the other member; it is his choice.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 2,
Executive Council Office, cleared or carried

Chair:
14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committethe
Whole to deem all lines in Vote 2, Executive Cour@ifice,
cleared or carried, as required. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $7,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $13,000
agreed to

Executive Council Office agreed to

Chair:
Resources. Committee of the Whole will now considete
53, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources.(Qdthers
has the floor with 12 minutes and 40 seconds reinmain

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
minutes for officials and my binders. | was antatipg debate
from the Third Party.

Chair:
minutes.

Recess

Chair:
der.

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources —eon-
tinued

Chair:
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. Mr. &athas
the floor, with 12 minutes, 40 seconds remaining.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:

Ms. Hanson has, pursuant to Standing OrdeFn

Madam Chair, if | could get a few

In providing comments in conclu-

Sustainable Resources, Energy, Corporate PolicyCamdmu-
nications, Oil and Gas Resources, Mineral Resousras Cli-

Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, lent Services and Inspections. Within those areasethre a

number of branches, which themselves contain megponsi-
bilities, including Agriculture branch, Land Managent
branch, Land Planning and Forestry Management hraDd
and Gas Resources; Mineral Resources branch ammbucse,
the Yukon Geological Survey and also our Energyutmbs
Centre within Energy, Corporate Policy and Commatidns.
Madam Chair, | would like to thank the staff foetivork
that they do and the support that they provide ®and the

Madam Chair, | have cleared this issuework that they provide in terms of both large pi@#cand the

day-to-day handling of the many issues and clidest fthat
they deal with on behalf of Yukon citizens, as Inti@ned in
my remarks when we were up in Committee before. réinge
of responsibilities of the Department of Energy,nkt and
Resources really covers the whole gamut of natesburce
anagement and includes responsibility for moshefnatural
resource regulations within the territory.

This supplementary budget, as I've noted, is irt tade-
crease overall from the main estimates this yehe Work of
the Department of Energy, Mines and Resourcesf stflécts
our steadfast commitment to responsibly manageureso
development.

Madam Chair, it's important to note that a —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair: Ms. White, on a point of order.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. White: I'd like to take this opportunity to wel-
come our spectacular staff to the gallery. We Hayan Stew-

Next up is Department of Energy, Mines and gt our chief of staff. We have Denise Leschaut, ghenome-

nal front counter woman. We have Boyd Pyper, oseaecher,
and Eleanor Millard, our researcher as well, anduamamed
staff member. So if we could all join together amelcome our
staff to the gallery. Thank you for being here.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'm surprised to hear that the

Committee of the Whole will recess for five NDp has staff members who don't have names, butome

all to the gallery. | would also like to thank,ws wrap up this
fall sitting, in addition to staff of Energy, Minesd Resources,
staff of all departments of the Yukon governmenmttfe good
work they do. Thanks to the staff of our Cabinetl @aucus

Committee of the Whole will now come to or- office for their support to us on a daily basisvould like to

also thank staff of the Legislative Assembly araffsvf Han-
sard for their ongoing support, and to wish all membefrshe
Assembly and all of the staff of government, Legfiske As-

The matter before the Committee is Vote 53,semply Office, ElectionsHansard and so on — and anyone

who is listening. A very merry Christmas and a hapmd
prosperous New Year for them and their families.

As we conclude, | would like to point out that,haltigh
there are many issues that divide us and debatdeajuite

sion on the Department of Energy, Mines and ReSBUIC heated and intense at times, | think that fundaaignimem-

budget, I'd like to begin first of all by thankinbe staff at En-
ergy, Mines and Resources for the good work theyedoh and
every day, on behalf of the government and all Yukiizens.
The various branches, of course, include CorpoBsevices,

bers of this Assembly, as with most Yukoners, shaagain
values in common, including a desire to see atteyrihat has
clean air, clean water and remains a beautiful &eduture
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generations. We also want to see a strong, divedlsiconomy
that provides for our families, our friends, ourmoounities
and, indeed, for all Yukoners. With that, as tinraves to a
close, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to evegyo

Termination of sitting as per Standing Order 76(1)

Chair: Order please.

The time has reached 5:00 p.m. on this, tHe @8/ of the
2012 fall sitting. Standing Order 76(1) states: “he sitting
day that the Assembly has reached the maximum numibe
sitting days allocated for that Sitting pursuantStanding Or-
der 75, the Chair of the Committee of the Wholeh& Assem-
bly is in Committee of the Whole at the time, shaterrupt
proceedings at 5:00 p.m. and, with respect to &mrernment
Bill before Committee that the Government Housedsgadi-
rects to be called, shall:

“(a) put the question on any amendment then betloee
Committee;

“(b) put the question, without debate or amendmenta
motion moved by a Minister that the bill, includiall clauses,
schedules, title and preamble, be deemed to be aeddar-
ried;

“(c) put the question on a motion moved by a Migmighat
the bill be reported to the Assembly; and

“(d) when all bills have been dealt with, recakt8peaker
to the Chair to report on the proceedings of thm@itee.”

It is the duty of the Chair to now conduct the bess of
Committee of the Whole in the manner directed bgn8ing
Order 76(1).

The Chair would now ask the Government House Lead

to indicate whether Bill No. 7, Bill No. 51 and BNo. 49, the
government bills now before Committee of the Whaleould
be called.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, the government di-
rects that Bill No. 7, Bill No. 51 and Bill No. 58e called at
this time.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13
continued

Chair: The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 7,
entitled Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13. The Chair will
now recognize Mr. Pasloski, as the sponsor of Bdl 7, for
the purpose of moving a motion, pursuant to Stapdimder
76(1)(b).

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, | move that all
clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 7 jtket Second

Appropriation Act, 2012-13, be deemed to be read and carried.
It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that allreport Bill No. 49 without amendment.

Chair:
clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 7 jtlet Second

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that Bill No.
7 be reported without amendment. As no debate @ndment
is permitted, | shall now put the question. Are yapeed?
Motion agreed to

Chair: The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 51,
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act.

Bill No. 51: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
continued

Chair: The Chair will now recognize Ms. Taylor as
the sponsor of Bill No. 51 for the purpose of mgvanmotion,
pursuant to Standing Order 76(1)(b).

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that all clauses and the title
of Bill No. 51, Residential Landlord and Tenant Act, be
deemed to be read and carried.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that all
clauses and the title of Bill No. 51, entitl&asidential Land-
lord and Tenant Act, be deemed to be read and carried. As no
debate or amendment is permitted, | shall now Ipaitiuestion.
Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | move that you re-
port Bill No. 51 without amendment.

Chair: It has been moved that Bill No. 51 be reported
without amendment. As no debate or amendment mitted, |
shall now put the question. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

eIgill No. 49: Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012

Chair: The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 49,
Act to Amend the Qil and Gas Act, 2012. The Chair will now
recognize Mr. Cathers as the sponsor of Bill No.fd9the
purpose of moving a motion pursuant to Standing e©rd
76(1)(b).

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | move that all clauses and the ti-
tle of Bill No. 49, entitledAct to Amend the Oil and Gas Act,
2012, be deemed to be read and carried.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that all
clauses and the title of Bill No. 49, entitlédt to Amend the
Oil and Gas Act, 2012, be deemed to be read and carried. As no
debate or amendment is permitted, | shall now Ipaitiuestion.
Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | move that you

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that Bill No.

Appropriation Act, 2012-13, be deemed to be read and carried49, entitledAct to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012, be re-

As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shall patthe
question. Are you agreed?
Moation agreed to

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
without amendment.

I move that you report Bill No. 7

ported without amendment. As no debate or amendrisent
permitted, | shall now put the question. Are youeagl?
Motion agreed to

Chair: As all government bills identified by the Gov-
ernment House Leader have now been decided upariy
duty to rise and report to the House.
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Speaker resumes the Chair

Termination of sitting as per Standing Order 76(2)

Speaker:
House have a report from the Chair of Committeethaf
Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod:
has considered Bill No. 7, entitleskcond Appropriation Act,
2012-13, and directed me to report it without amendment.

Committee of the Whole has also considered Bill Blb,
entitled Residential Landlord and Tenant Act, and has directed
me to report it without amendment.

Finally, Committee of the Whole has considered Bid.
49, entitledAct to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012, and has
directed me to report it without amendment.

Speaker:
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Standing Order 76(2)(c) states: “On the sitting theat the
Assembly has reached the maximum number of sittiags
allocated for that Sitting pursuant to Standing érd5, the
Speaker of the Assembly, when recalled to the Cdifaér the
House has been in Committee of the Whole, shall:

“(c) with respect to each Government Bill on whitdbate
has been adjourned at the Second Reading stag#eaighated
to be called by the Government House Leader, mugtiestion,
without further debate, on the motion that the b#l read a
second time, and, if that motion is carried, orthet the bill
stand immediately ordered for Third Reading.”

| shall therefore ask the Government House Leanérdi-
cate whether Bill No. 48, the only government hitiw stand-
ing at second reading, should be called.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The government directs that Bill
No. 48 be called for second reading at this time.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 48: Act to Amend the Access to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act — Second Reading —
continued

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Istchenko.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | move that Bill No. 48, entitled
Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protection of Pri-
vacy Act, be now read a second time.

Speaker:
ways and Public Works that Bill No. 48, entitladt to Amend
the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act, be
now read a second time. As no debate or amends @etriit-
ted, | shall put the question. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Some Hon. Members:  Disagreed.

Speaker: | believe the ayes have it. | declare the mo-
tion carried.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 48 agreed to

I will now call the House to order. May the

Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole

Second reading, Bill No. 48, standing in the

It has been moved by the Minister of High-

Speaker:  Pursuant to Standing Order 76(2)(c), Bill No.
48 now stands ordered for third reading. Standingle©
76(2)(d) states, “On the sitting day that the Adslgmhas
reached the maximum number of sitting days allat&e that
Sitting pursuant to Sanding Order 75, the Speakahe As-
sembly, when recalled to the Chair after the Hdwse been in
Committee of the Whole, shall:

“(d) with respect to each Government Bill standorgthe
Order Paper for Third Reading and designated toatled by
the Government House Leader,

“(i) receive a motion for Third Reading and passafje
the bill, and

“(ii) put the question, without debate or amendment
on that motion.”

| shall, therefore, ask the Government House Letal@r-
dicate whether Bill No. 7, Bill No. 51, Bill No. 48@nd Bill No.

You have heard the report from the Chair of48. the government bills now standing at third regdshould

be called.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the government di-
rects that Bill No. 48, Bill No. 49, Bill No. 51,nd Bill No. 7,
be called for third reading at this time.

Bill No. 48: Act to Amend the Access to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act — Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 48, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Istchenko.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | move that Bill No. 48, entitled
Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of
Highways and Public Works that Bill No. 48, entitl&ct to
Amend the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shalltpet
question. Are you agreed?

An Hon. Member: Division.

Speaker: Division requires two members to stand si-
multaneously and repeat “Division” at the same ti@ely one
member stood and asked for Division.

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 48 agreed to

Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill
No. 48 has passed this House.

Bill No. 49: Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012
Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 49, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Cathers.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that Bill No. 49, entitled
Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012, be now read a third
time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources that Bill No. 49, entitkd to Amend
the Qil and Gas Act, 2012, be now read a third time and do
pass.

As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shalltpet
question. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Division.
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Division Ms. Stick: Disagree.
Speaker:  Division has been called. Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.
Ms. White: Disagree.
Bells Mr. Tredger: Disagree.
Mr. Silver: Agree.
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. Mr. Elias:  Agree.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree. Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 12 yea, five nay.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree. Motion for third reading of Bill No. 51 agreed to
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree. Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill No.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree. 51 has passed this House.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree. . L .
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree. Bill N_o. 7. Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 — Third
Ms. McLeod: Agree. Reading . . . S
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree. Clerk: Third rea.dlng, Bill No. 7, standing in the name
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree. of the Hon. Mr. PaS|OS_k" . .
Mr. Hassard: Agree. Hon. Mr. Eaglosklz I move that Bill No. 7, gntlt!ed
Ms. Hanson: Disagree. Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13, be now read a third time
Ms. Stick: Disagree. and do pass. .
Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree. . Speaker:. It has been mo_ve_d by the Hon. Premier that
Ms. White: Disagree. Bill No. 7., en'tltledSecond Appropriation Act, 2012-13, be now
Mr. Tredger: Disagree. read a third time and do pass. _ _
Mr. Silver: Disagree. A_s no debate or amendment is permitted, | shallthet
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, six nay. question. Are you agreed? L
Motion for third reading of Bill No. 49 agreed to Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill No. pjyision
49 has passed this House. Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bill No. 51: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act —
Third Reading Bells
Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 51, standing in the
name of the Hon. Ms. Taylor. Speaker:  Mr. C_:Ierk, please poll the House.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | move that Bill No. Hon. Mr. Pasloski:  Agree.
51, entitledResidential Landlord and Tenant Act, be now read Hon. Mr. Cathers:  Agree.
a third time and do pass. Hon. Ms. Taylor: ~ Agree.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com- ~ Hon. Mr. Graham:  Agree.
munity Services that Bill No. 51, entitléResidential Landlord Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
and Tenant Act, be now read a third time and do pass. Hon. Mr. Nixon: — ~ Agree.
As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shalltpet Ms. McLeod: Agree.
question. Are you agreed? Hon. Mr. Is_tchenko: Agree.
Some Hon. Members:  Division. Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Division Ms. Hanson: Disagree.
Speaker:  Division has been called. Ms. Stick: Disagree.
Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.
Bells Ms. White: Disagree.
Mr. Tredger: Disagree.
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. Mr. Silver: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree. Mr. Elias: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree. Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 11 yea, six nay.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree. Motion for third reading of Bill No. 7 agreed to
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree. Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill No.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree. 7 has passed this House.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree. We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of
Ms. McLeod: Agree. Yukon, in his capacity as Lieutenant Governor, tang assent
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree. to bills which have passed this House.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree. Commissioner Phillips enters the Chamber, announced by
Ms. Hanson: Disagree. the Sergeant-at-Arms
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ASSENT TO BILLS

Commissioner:  Please be seated.

Speaker: Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at its
present session, passed certain bills to whiclbhénname and
on behalf of this Assembly, | respectfully requgstir assent.

Clerk: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13; Residen-
tial Landlord and Tenant Act; Act to Amend the Oil and Gas
Act, 2012; Act to Amend the Access to Information and Protec-
tion of Privacy Act.

Commissioner: | hereby assent to the bills as enumer-
ated by the Clerk.

Before | leave here today, | want to send a mestagd
members of the House and all Yukoners and wish themry
Merry Christmas, a happy and safe holiday seasuhf@wish
you the best in 2013. As well, since | have therfld'd like to
plug the New Year's Levee, which is taking placeJamuary
1, but the reason | wanted to mention it is wedmanging the
location because we have over 20 Diamond Jubilegalseo
award. It will take place at the Kwanlin Dun CulilCentre, at
2:00 p.m. on January 1. I'm hoping that the memherg and
many Yukoners have the opportunity to attend tvaneand
celebrate with the many Diamond Jubilee recipievt® will
be there.

Again, today | flew in from the bush. As some ofuyo
knew, | was out in the bush, and | now know what iieally
like to have the hair stand up on the back of yoeck when
you're trying to get to Whitehorse in a snowstolinwas an
exciting day, and it's culminating with the closuw&the ses-
sion here today.

| know this is more than a pleasant day for somenbegs
in the House now that the session is over. Agawish you all
well in 2013.

Commissioner |eaves the Chamber

Speaker: I will call the House to order. Please be
seated.

Before we adjourn, | would like to wish all of myple
leagues a very Merry Christmas and we look forwtardeeing
you in the New Year. Enjoy the little bit of a bkeyou are all
going to get. | know | will.

As the House has reached the maximum number of days
permitted for this fall sitting and the House hasnpleted con-
sideration of the designated legislation, it is they of the
Chair to declare that this House now stands adgulirn

The Housed adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

The following Sessional Paper was tabled Decembe2,1
2012

33-1-67
Yukon Department of Education 2011 — 2012 Academic
Year Annual Report (Kent)



