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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, March 25, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker:
Chair has for tabling the 2012 annual report of @rabuds-
man, which is being tabled pursuant to subsectiqi)3of the
Ombudsman Act.

Also, the Chair has for tabling the 2012 Annual &épf
the Information and Privacy Commissioner. This rep® be-
ing tabled pursuant to subsection 47(2) of Mlaeess to Infor-
mation and Protection of Privacy Act.

Are there any other returns or documents for tgBlin

Hon. Mr. Kent:
2011-12 Annual Report.

| have for tabling the Yukon College

Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents?
Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 53: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Kent: I move that Bill No. 53, entitledct
to Amend the Education Act, be now introduced and read a first
time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Educa-
tion that Bill No. 53, entitleddct to Amend the Education Act,
be now introduced and read a first time.

Moation for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 53
agreed to

Bill No. 56: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Kent: I move that Bill No. 56, entitled
Movable Soccer Goal Safety Act, be now introduced and read a
first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Educa-
tion that Bill No. 56, entitledMovable Soccer Goal Safety Act,
be now introduced and read a first time.

Moation for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 56
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any further bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

Under tabling returns and documents, the

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with the Government of British Columbia to estalbli recip-
rocal fishing licence agreement for Atlin Lake.

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
crease legislative oversight of capital projectnsjieg with the
goal of ensuring such projects are:

(1) undertaken only when there is evidence thel seilve
demonstrated needs in the most appropriate aneetfestive
way;

(2) planned to anticipate and manage risks;

(3) delivered on time and on budget;

(4) developed with greater public transparency ace
countability; and

(5) managed in ways that reflect the best practcgined
in numerous reports prepared for the Governmeituddn by
its internal auditor and by the Office of the AuditGeneral of
Canada.

Ms. White: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon

(1) to immediately implement all the recommendatiof
the Select Committee on Safe Operation and Useffafo@d
Vehicles; and

(2) to immediately develop and implement a plancdn-
junction with user groups, to protect environmdwgtagensitive
areas from off-road vehicle use while allowing m@sgible
access to the backcountry.

Ms. Stick:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te im
mediately work with Yukon doctors to ensure the @ng op-
eration of the Yukon Medical Council so it may daoe regu-
lating the practise of medicine and medical cavided by
licensed physicians in the Yukon.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
vite officials from the Yukon Hospital Corporatiém appear as
witnesses in the Legislature this spring to ansgeestions
related to:

(1) the delayed and overbudget Dawson City hospital

(2) the delayed and overbudget Watson Lake hospital,

(3) plans to expand the emergency room at Whitehors
General Hospital.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
vite officials from the Yukon Development Corpomatito ap-
pear as witnesses in the Legislature this sprirgnswer ques-
tions related to the pending energy shortfall fgdime Yukon.
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| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirzesl
Resources to provide a breakdown of submissionsived
from Yukoners regarding the Peel land use planicatiohg
what plan they supported.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Capital project expenditures

Ms. Hanson:
when it comes to capital project management iglistgr Over
the last few years, the Whitehorse Correctional tteewent
from $30 million to $75 million after repeated dgdaand de-
sign changes. Now we have the government going tmathe
drawing board on the reconstruction of F.H. Coll8econdary
School and throwing the $5 million already investad the
window. At this stage, who knows when the schodl e
ready?

To top this off, the Auditor General indicated thhe
Dawson City and Watson Lake hospitals are overbubtge
millions and won't be delivered on time. This gaverent has
lost control on capital project expenditures andkdhers are
tired of the same old excuses. Will the Premiendtand take
responsibility for the Yukon Party government’s hilidy to
meet timelines and respect budgets on major capitgcts?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
project comes in, such as F.H. Collins, which ieady $10
million overbudget before we even begin constructioe are
not going to go forward with that project becauser¢ are a lot
of things that this government can continue to aoYfukoners
with $10 million, such as housing for seniors, sashhealth
care, such as roads and bridges, such as builtlmg schools.
This is a project for which we initially budgete&2smillion.
We increased it to over $56 million.

This government is adamant that we continue to cjoem
money responsibly and we will go forward, committed-.H.
Collins school. We will look at a plan that hasealdy been
constructed economically. We will ensure that weonporate
the work of the building committee — the work thia¢y have
done. We'll make sure that the design also meetsprecifica-
tions for Yukon.

Ms. Hanson:
cused on F.H. Collins, a project that before thect@n was
shovel-ready, and suddenly it's not designed dadab costly.
You know, what we hear repeatedly from the YukomtyPa
government is their rhetoric not matching the nurebe

Yukoners have had enough of their tax dollars beirg;
managed by this government. The lack of planninthis/gov-
ernment is costing the territory millions of doaand Yukon-
ers are not getting the services they deserve. ghigrnment
urgently needs to learn from its mistakes befor&oners have
to pick up another tab for another multi-millionHao boon-
doggle.

Mr. Speaker, this government’s record

I will rise and say that when a

That’s interesting. The Premier has fo-

What I'm asking Mr. Speaker is, what concrete steas
the Premier taken to ensure future capital projergsdelivered
on time and on budget?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This is the first question | get to
answer. | like this, Mr. Speaker.

| just listened to the first question on the filsty of the sit-
ting. A few Yukoners informed me that they were hably
pretty happy — actually they said, “Happy, happgppy” —
that the Official Opposition isn’t managing ourdimces.

I'd just like to speak a little bit to our procurent office
and some of the stuff that we are doing that wheddy the
member opposite. We're looking at modernizing hawpro-
cures goods and services to make government comagiala-
tions, policies and procedures fair, consistentaswkssible for
businesses. We heard from many of the contractatssappli-
ers and we're simplifying procurement processeshst it is
easier to do business with the government. Whalsrp told
us they wanted was increased information aboutaaoess to
government business opportunities. We're lookingttie local
suppliers. We're looking at providing more trainit@ygovern-
ment employees to increase excise inconsistenciedone,
with more to come. Increased centralized supparpfocure-
ment — done. Introduce more electronic tools withnega-
tively affecting smaller business — done. Recogniee con-
tributions of local businesses to Yukon's economgyise
thresholds, create a new supplier directory — ghatiderway.

| could go on and on, Mr. Speaker, but this govemniis
for working with contractors and for procuring oservices
better.

Questionre:  Resource wealth sharing

Ms. Hanson:
sent from the Government of Yukon to Yukon Firsttibia
governments regarding the negotiation of a reveshaging
agreement. In this e-mail, an ultimatum was givenYtkon
First Nation governments that unless all self-goireg First
Nation governments agreed by 10:00 a.m. this mgrnihe
deal was closed. There would be no extension, rtbdudis-
cussions, no room to manoeuvre. Just take it areléa and if
you leave it, then the opportunity is done for good

Mr. Speaker, there is a difference between negugatnd
issuing an ultimatum to other governments. Wout Bnemier
talk to Ottawa like that, to Alaska, to other Canaderritories
or provinces? | would think not. So why does therer be-
lieve that it's okay for his government to giveimlatums to
Yukon First Nation governments?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As this House is aware, back in
August 2011, the Prime Minister announced a tergaigree-
ment with Government of Yukon, upon that consudtatvith
Yukon First Nations, to venture forward with a nessource
revenue-sharing agreement that would tremendowsigfit all
Yukoners. That was done after consultation. Duthreg time,
we went forward with the proposal to increase th®uant of
sharing of resource revenues — resource royaltiewith- all
First Nations over and above our obligations, Mre&ker.

I've risen many times to talk about the millionsdullars
that we invest in First Nations while having noufiary re-
sponsibility to do so. We continue to work with tRist Na-

Mr. Speaker, last week an e-mail was
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tions — to work because it is in the net benefialbfy ukoners
and we continue to talk to them about resourcemeser re-
source royalty sharing. We’'ll continue to do théte’ll con-

tinue to work with First Nations on a myriad ofrtgs that oc-
cur every day across the government.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the facts contradict the
rhetoric. This is actually a government that doeshelieve in
negotiation; rather, they have fostered a cultdrheir way or
the highway.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe that the Leader of the
Official Opposition just contravened Standing Ord€(g) by
imputing unavowed motives to another member with Iast
statement, and | would urge you to have her retteadt state-
ment.

Speaker:
of order.

Ms. Stick:
provide her opinion of the actions of this govermiand the
consequences thereof. While the member oppositéatnmigt
agree, | do not believe this assessment imputesk fal un-
avowed motives to the government.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  This is a difficult one. | would like to look at
it in the proper context oflansard, but | would also like to
take this opportunity to remind all members of thetated ef-
forts during the election campaign to raise theep@hd deco-
rum in here. That is not helped by taking potstait®ne an-
other for various reasons.

It is a caution right now. | will have a look atettBlues
tomorrow to see the exact context in which the weoad used.

Ms. Hanson: This government seems intent on pick-
ing fights with First Nation governments. We hae=rs that
with the Peel. We saw it with last year’'s amendntertheQil

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

The Opposition House Leader, on the point

vention of past rulings, and | would urge you teedt her to
retract that statement.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Itis not up to the Chair to determine the facts
as presented. The interpretation of the factsfigdethe mem-
bers. At the same time, the level of order and denain this
House has been raised, and it takes the effofl ofembers to
keep it as such. | would remind members that if/taee not
cautious with their statements, they will have twept that
similar types of statements will be coming bactham.

At this point in time, there is going to be no gaif order,
but as you reap, so shall you sow. If that is edrc— be care-
ful of the words you use, the context you put thabecause
if it’s going to be permitted, it will be permittddr both sides
of the House.

The Leader of the Official Opposition may finistr logies-
tion.

Ms. Hanson: My question: Why is the Premier so in-
tent on an approach that will lead to ill will, Egwrangling,

On the point of order, | heard my colleagueand economic uncertainty that will ultimately havimkon First

Nation and non-First Nation citizens alike?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government continues, on a
daily basis, to work with First Nations in a manrbat not
only benefits the public government, but benefits individual
First Nations by supporting them and helping thenterms of
building their capacity.

For example, developing and implementing assettoons
tion agreements — for example, the Whitehorse @Ctimeal
Centre and the Carcross infrastructure works — cuppf
various economic development programs, such asdhemu-
nity development fund; then there is access tonpaships
through the Department of Education, and the régesigned
MOU with Canada and Yukon First Nations on an acfian
for rural education; a negotiation of resource nemesharing
that we're talking about. That was a joint effort ar agree-
ment at a Yukon Forum to move forward to approaehdda
for a different deal to ensure that all Yukoner$ bénefit from
resource royalties going forward. We just recemibgted an-

and Gas Act, and we saw that with the last-minute cancellatiorbﬂ1er successful capacity development conferersterianth

of the Premier's meeting with the Yukon Forum. Tisé goes
on.

Mr. Speaker, this is a government that seems td Rkt
Nation governments in contempt. Why is the Prers@mtent
on —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The accusation from the Leader of
the Official Opposition, | would argue, directedaaty member
of this Assembly would be contrary to the practioéshis As-
sembly — to accuse a member of this House of hgldion-
tempt for First Nation governments, let alone teedi that to
the government as a whole. | believe that is ¢yeiarlcontra-

Things such as the recently signed forestry managém
agreement for the Klondike with Trondék Hwéch'irllven-
sure that we continue to manage our environmentcaedte
economic opportunities for First Nations and indust

Ms. Hanson: My question is simple: Can the Premier
confirm that the ultimatum contained in the e-magt week
holds and that the revenue-sharing agreement isnger on

Government House Leader, on a point of or-the table?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We reached a tentative agreement
with Yukon First Nations, | think in May of last g in terms
of the sharing of resource royalties, as | havéedtarhis is
over and above what was agreed upon inUhwrella Final
Agreement. There is a formula in thembrella Final Agree-
ment that stipulates the sharing of resource royalifégh this
new agreement, we thought it was important foragspartners
in the economy, that we also share in this enhamogdity
capability. 1 know the First Nations are continuit@ ensure
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that they have worked out an amenable agreemenn@mooccurred on Friday. We have ordered a new tragéenthat

themselves, and I'm sure we will continue to getuadate on
this. | look forward to signing that agreement oiag soon.

Questionre:  F.H. Collins Secondary School
reconstruction
Mr. Silver: | have a question for the Minister of Edu-

cation in regard to the reconstruction of F.H. ®alischool. In
regard to the handling of this project, there hasrba great
deal of well-deserved criticism directed at the gownent.

After spending at least $6 million on this projettte Yukon

Party decided just weeks ago to start all overragai

There is an opportunity to get it right this tinfdere is an
opportunity to build a school that fits a commuisitpeeds as
opposed to one that fits an existing footprinteliéve the gov-
ernment made the wrong decision the first time adowhen it
decided not to rebuild the tech and trades winthatschool.
The government has essentially given itself a derov

Will the minister consider including a new tech aratles
wing in the new F.H. Collins Secondary School?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
ber's questions is yes. We'll look at options unttex designs
that we are looking at from other jurisdictions thibse do, in
fact, contain shops or tech and trades facilitighiovthem, we
will be able to include them in the new school. ddiirse the
commitment by the government is to fiscal respdligib
Those bids did come in $10 million over, but théstmng tech
and trades facility that is on-site at F.H. Colloféers a number
of different programs, so we want to make sure wetre able
to transfer all those programs over to a new schotilerwise,
it will perhaps become part of our campus modd tina have
talked about.

Mr. Silver: The transferring of existing programs is
great. We are talking about an academic emphakés Liberal
caucus would like the government to examine themt@l of
building a tech and trades wing in the school nbat the pro-
ject has been scrapped. The recently completedbifiigs
study for a centre for northern innovation in mmiat Yukon
College has demonstrated a strong need for songethiore.
The demand is on the rise in Canada and in the u&od it
makes sense to examine these possibilities. Thastdinof
Education himself has spoken about the need foenramning
of this type. | know that the government wantsde the build-
ing completed before the next election, and mayjla€d driv-
ing this timetable, unfortunately.

We need to focus more on educating students asdoles
having the school ready for another pre-electibbain-cutting.
$27 million has been set aside in this year's btidgestart
again on a new F.H. Collins school. My guestion:atvis the
total budget for this new school?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, the total budget for the
school that we've appropriated or asked for soifain and
around the $56-million mark. When it comes to theht and
trades issues that were brought forward by the Menfor
Klondike, he rightfully mentioned the centre forrti@rn inno-
vation in mining. We're excited about the opportigs that
exist there. The Minister of Economic Developmend & at-
tended the graduation for the introduction to ngnafass that

| guess the short answer to the mem-

will offer that type of training around the Yukomhere are
tremendous opportunities, | think, that exist feritn expanding
the role of trades and technology. It is aboutpgiegramming;
it isn't necessarily about the bricks and mortad ave look
forward to building that programming, working onadlcredit
welding as early as this fall in the member’'s haoexmunity
of Dawson City. So | think there is a tremendousbar of
things we can do with respect to trades trainimgl, iis some-
thing that | remain committed to as minister andeied, our
government is committed to on this side of the Hous

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the minister's answers. The
Government of Yukon should take the time necestamylan
properly for this new F.H. Collins building. Wherevare talk-
ing about an expansion of the tech and trades wingean
academically it should include CAD training, rolostiand
other trades that are in high demand locally.

When the Premier announced he was pulling the phug
the old design of F.H. Collins Secondary Schoolshi the
approved construction budget — as detailed by tepaste
independent estimators — was $38.6 million. Sotli@ gov-
ernment has refused to release these two indepeestimates.
The more information the public has, the betterhBgs these
documents will shed some light on why the governmes so
far off on their cost estimates.

Will the Premier release these estimates so thécpcdn
see whether or not they actually do match up wighdonstruc-
tion budget?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to the F.H. Collins
school replacement project we are certainly coneaito the
principles of fiscal responsibility, and we won't proceeding
as mentioned with the design concept. We're ables® the
work of the building advisory committee. They pusubstan-
tial amount of time and effort into coming up wiphogram-
ming options for the new school, and we hope toriparate all
of those into the new design that will be basedsomething
that has already been constructed successfullyegodomi-
cally in other jurisdictions and will incorporat¢her elements
from the previous consultation process.

| had the opportunity last week to attend the Fdllins
school council meeting and had a very good dialogue

The Member for Riverdale South was in attendannod, a
we look forward to coming to that school community the
school council and the administration and staff.&t. Collins
— and seeking what their must-haves are, as fadasational
programming at the new school. I'm sure some ofdkes that
were brought up by the Member for Klondike will albe in-
corporated into their list, as far as tech andesaand some of
the other high-demand skills that are requiredhia territory
right now.

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Stick: Regarding the Peel land use plan consulta-
tion, the Energy, Mines and Resources website sagad |
quote: “Government of Yukon continues to meet anatkw
with affected First Nations during the ongoing Filation
consultation process, which will end on March 2512."
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Mr. Speaker, today is March 25, and | would like tre-
mier to tell this House how many meetings he hakviith the
four affected First Nation governments during tmisnth-long
consultation process that ends today.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I would again like to thank all
those individuals and groups who took the timenteed sub-
mit their comments through the commission. That-fownth
consultation was one of the longest consultatidmst the
Yukon government has ever endeavoured to do orpia. th
was preceded by some initial consultation work vtite First
Nations. Following the close of public consultation Febru-
ary 25, we then entered into a phase of meetinghferfinal
consultation with the affected First Nations. Théwes been
some work done at the officials level. | have hadversations
with the chiefs. We continue to ensure that weawvall the
comments that we've heard. We will shortly be camnout
with posting those comments inAhat We Heard document.

We will ensure we follow thé&Jmbrella Final Agreement
and seek a balanced plan that will ensure we categrthe
environment and respect all sectors of the economy.

Ms. Stick: We have heard differently — though the
government promised to consult with the First Nadi@f Na
Cho Nyak Dun, Trondék Hweéch'’in, the Vuntut Gwitohand
the Tetlit Gwich’'in Council after the public congation, this
has not happened. It was to run from February 28doh 25.

It would appear to us that there has been no ctatgul with
these four affected Yukon First Nation governmeatsprom-
ised.

Can the Premier explain to this House why no mgstin
have taken place between his office or his minsteffice and
the First Nation governments?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thirty days was not a hard-and-
fast number; in fact, that was a minimum number.Wilecon-
tinue to do our diligence. We will continue to erestthat we
work and consult with the four affected First NagoWe will
live up to all of our obligations that we have undee Um-
brella Final Agreement, and we look forward to the conclusion
of this planning process.

Ms. Stick: I'm just seeking clarification here. The
quote | read in the first question with regard teatvwas on the
Energy, Mines and Resources website did mention itha
would end on March 25, 2013.

Can the Premier then confirm for us that this ctiation
date will go beyond today?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as the Premier alluded to,
what Yukon government officials have said to thpresenta-
tives of the First Nations in consultation, and tvhas been
conveyed as well, | believe, by the Premier duphgne con-
versations with chiefs, is that 30 days was a mimmWe are
prepared to go a reasonable amount beyond thakiimterest
of having good discussions in the conclusion of @hligations
under the consultation process. In reference toncents made
by members earlier, I'd also like to remind membtrat al-
though we did see petition/form letter campaignadewted
during this process, 86.5 percent of the feedbaak from out-
side the Yukon.

We have made it clear from the start of this camasion
process that the consultation is about thoughtohstructive
input. It's not about how many names someone carogea
petition, particularly when those names are frontside the
territory.

As | said on Thursday, make no mistake: We weretetk
to represent Yukoners. We were elected by Yuko¥eswere
not elected to represent the people of DisseltRa$adena or
Toronto.

Question re:  Affordable housing

Ms. White: In reference to those Yukoners that the
government was elected to represent, the lack fofrdeble
housing continues to be the single biggest failofethis
government. The government had only one plan flmrdédble
rental housing and we all know it failed. The muampeted
Lot 262 scheme has been quietly scrapped withoubra of
explanation from the minister. The government likedist the
millions of public dollars they have spent but thawsillions
have meant almost nothing to people looking foorafable
rental accommodation. The number that counts to o¥iuk
residents and Yukon businesses is the vacancyUatier this
government, the vacancy rate is stalled at arouBdpércent
and rental unit costs are through the roof.

Mr. Speaker, is the government ready to admit itk o
plan for affordable rental housing — the Lot 262ame —
was a failure?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I think one of the things recently an-
nounced that the Yukon Housing Corporation has dakien
to address some of the issues in the rental housarget is the
down payment assistance program. | know there ben h lot
of positive response from the community. | thinkneelose to
processing the first couple of applications forttpaogram.
What we hope that that program will do is allowdyarorking
Yukoners who can afford a mortgage payment to nuteof
the rental market, freeing up much-needed rentatep for
those who are trying to get in and perhaps incnggtie supply
to the point where we could have some downwarddingnon
the rental rates.

That's in addition to some of the other projectattive
have underway, such as the 34-unit seniors housdngplex
for which construction will begin this year on Axder Street
here in Whitehorse. Again, many of the individuatso will be
moving into that project are currently in the rémtearket. We
see supplies increasing through not only our imaests in
projects but also our investment in programs.

Ms. White: We're talking about hard-working Yuk-
oners who cannot afford home ownership and who dtsot
meet the qualifications as being a senior. The gowent’s
repeated failure to address the root causes ofi@using crisis
shows that an evidence-based strategy with cledmagasur-
able goals is necessary. Millions of dollars hagerbsunk into
Grizzly Valley and Whistle Bend subdivisions. Aneagge
single-family dwelling is over $400,000.

That is not the affordable housing people needpauple
are not buying. Seventy percent of the 30 famitied seven
individuals on the Grey Mountain Housing waitlisport being
homeless. Twenty percent of the 91 individuals oa \White-
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horse Housing wait-list report being homeless. Bpeaker,
will the government admit that not having affordablousing
strategy is perpetuating homelessness?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
is referencing is the update released today byrtieon Anti-
Poverty Coalition — initial results of the housipgogress re-
port. In there they also recognize that the Yukausing Cor-
poration has a new five-year strategic plan witheapanded
mandate, also referencing Habitat for Humanity,nisig a
landmark agreement with Champagne and Aishihikt Fils-
tion to build a triplex at the Takhini River subidivon.

One of the other exciting things that we’re on éve of is
a northern housing conference that has been omghitiy the
Yukon Housing Corporation. The purpose is outlinedhe
letter that was sent out by the chair of the canfee. The real
success of a conference is what happens afterwidrat’'s
really what we'’re looking forward to: taking theems that
come from this conference, especially when it comoepart-
nerships. While the government has invested sigmifly in
land and of course the transitional housing, Betiyaven, and
the Options for Independence, and a youth shelter rember
of initiatives on top of what the Yukon Housing @oration
has done — the government clearly can't be the angwer to
this. We have to continue to seek out partnershikleverage
dollars on projects and programs that we introdiocaddress

Speaker:

Ms. White:
will never adequately house all the Yukoners whedhand
deserve homes. Reannouncing housing projects igettihg
people into affordable rental units. When peopteadequately
housed, our communities — both individuals and hesses —
are healthier. The Yukon Party government apprasctinfor-
tunately, a home for some, but not for all.

Time has elapsed.

The Yukon government approach leaves out in thd col

people on fixed incomes, newcomers working at etdxel

jobs, small businesses that can't employ staff beeahose
staff can’t find housing. These are the people whed afford-
able housing. They are not looking to build in GlyzValley or

Whistle Bend. It's time for this government to satgets with
timelines and deliver concrete results.

In the coming fiscal year, how many affordable a¢omnits
will the Yukon government assist in bringing to ketr— and
not those for seniors?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the House right now there are planning dollars d&oseniors
residence in Mayo. There is the replacement ofMe®onald
Lodge in Dawson. There are other initiatives ting govern-
ment has yet to undertake, such as the emergermtieish—
working with the Salvation Army — and an Abbeyfigitbject
or an assisted living project for seniors.

There are a number of initiatives that we look faravto
delivering on. Again, it's not all about projeciss about pro-
grams as well and identifying programs that wilkias indi-
viduals who are currently renting with moving thgbuthe
housing continuum. That seems to be one of theebiggsues
here in the Yukon Territory and where individuate atalled.

The government’s trickle-down ideology

Again, in the budget that is before

They are hard-working Yukon families and can't affao
move out of the rental market into their first hane- and
those individuals who are trying to get into thetad market as

| believe what the member opposite well, referenced by the member opposite. Thosetereypes

of programs and projects that we are interestedVia.are in-
terested in partnerships with other governmentsQEG num-
ber of individuals and the private sector to corpenith solu-
tions that work to address the housing needs ofudtbners.

Questionre:  Genetically modified products and
seeds
Mr. Tredger: Yukon farmers have worked hard to

develop a more sustainable form of agriculture.yTheduce
wholesome foods, largely free of the more contreiadras-
pects of large agribusiness. They work to proteetdnviron-
ment while nurturing their land. Their efforts dheeatened by
the introduction of genetically modified productsdaseeds.
Crops like genetically modified alfalfa can getithe land and
act like an invasive species, supplanting natian{a and de-
stroying the habitat. This is in addition to potehhealth risks
and the potential for large corporate control afbgll agricul-
ture.

The government has been asked before, and I'm @skin
again: Will the government ensure that geneticatigdified
crop seeds are not allowed in Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As the member should be aware,
there was a petition presented last fall on thigictdy the
Member for Watson Lake, which the government wél te-
sponding to early in the spring sitting. We arealsry much
interested in hearing from Yukon farmers and paldidy
groups that represent them. | understand conceams heen
expressed recently by the Growers of Organic Food#ox
about the potential for genetically modified aléatb be grown
here in the territory.

In the past, of course, this has been a debate hhst
largely revolved around the potential for futureps, since the
crops that have been grown in southern Canada deverally
been agreed to not be viable here. So we will bpaeding on
this matter in due course, but it's very interggtio continue to
talk with farmers and groups about all their conseincluding
this.

Mr. Tredger: Five years ago the government re-
sponded to a citizens petition signed by 1,700 |geamlling
on the government to ban genetically modified se€te gov-
ernment at the time said they wanted to gatherimftion and
talk with their federal counterparts and local farm Last year
| raised the issue of genetically modified foodsl anop seeds
with the current Minister of Energy, Mines and Re®ses, and
he said his government was very supportive of diao

First the Yukon Party government spends five yegmth-
ering information, then last year they said theyted to have
more dialogue. Mr. Speaker, the time to act is nbwas come
to our attention that genetically modified alfafaed may be
made available to farmers in Canada as early at weak.
After five years of inaction, what will the ministdo to keep
genetically modified seed out of the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Actually I'm not sure if the Mem-
ber for Mayo-Tatchun is simply trying to be clewerthe way
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he’s crafting the question or if he actually do¢smiderstand
the facts. When this matter first raised its headabate within
the Yukon’s agriculture community, there was a veiyided
response from Yukon farmers on the issue of gealbtimodi-
fied organisms on whether they should, in the viwsome,
not be allowed at all, or, in the views of othdigt govern-
ment restrictions in this area would not be weditified.

One of the things that occurred in the past yesrgowv-
ernment encouraging farmers to talk to each othdrta try to
as much as possible get the Yukon’s main farmirgamiza-
tions and the farming community on a similar pagd hope-
fully come up with more of a consensus viewpointtlois is-
sue.

So, again, that is something government encouraljjés
do, but with regard to this specific question, hietmember
would reference the journals btfansard from the last sitting,
he’ll know that a response to the petition is dherdy. The
government will be responding on that matter at ffwant, but
we very much appreciate the viewpoints of all Yuk@nwho
have expressed their views on the subject, whatévese
views may be.

Mr. Tredger:
netically modified organism — especially alfalfa is-intro-
duced into the Yukon or gathers into the Yukonrehwill be
concerns. With potential introduction of genetigathodified
alfalfa seed, we are risking our sustainable fagnWe are
risking the livelihood of Yukon farmers. We arekiigy the
environment. We are risking our food supply. All'vehad is
five years of government inaction.

Will this minister — this government — act decidivand
ensure that genetically modified alfalfa seed doasget into
the Yukon environment and food supply?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:

We will now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
Second Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 10, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski; adjourned debate,Hés1son.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to be the
first from the Official Opposition to respond toett2013-14
Budget Address. As Leader of the Official Oppositi along
with my colleagues, take seriously the respongybilested in
us as elected Members of the Yukon Legislative Addg, to
hold the government to account for its actions aotcies,
including the spending of Yukon citizens’ financiakources.

This morning, an article authored by the Premigresped
in theGlobe and Mail. This article, touting the Yukon'’s path to
devolution, diversification, and the consensus éfationship
forged between the First Nations, the territoriavernment

The time for action is now. Once a ge- gnd the Yukon public, stands in stark contrashioRremier’s

Budget Address, which was divisive and dismissive.

It seems at times that the Premier has two voidesout-
side voice is the quieter, contemplative voices his election-
time voice, his moving-forward-together voice. Hisside
voice, the voice he uses on Yukoners outside dftiele time,
is “my way or the highway”, the full-speed aheaggein the
Peel, open shale gas development, dismiss the gkudineral.
That's the voice we hear most frequently, Mr. Sgeak

But before | go further into examining the Budgetdéess,
| first want to thank my constituents for placirfgir trust in

Again, as | indicated to the mem- me to serve them as the Member of the Legislatissefbly

ber — as we said in the fall and I've said in ptedbates — we  for Whitehorse Centre. Whitehorse Centre is onéhefmost

very much appreciate the viewpoints of Yukoners padicu-

larly of members of the farming community on thisbject.

There will be a petition response very shortly, lagain |

would point out to the member, contrary to his ggsgs and
characterizations, in fact, this is a topic thaveyoment en-
couraged the farming community — since there wasery

divided response to this issue — and if the membkerecall,

the differences of opinion within the farming conmity in the

past have spilled into the local media becausehefstrong
feelings on both sides of this issue. Governmedteticourage
the industry organizations and farmers to try takMogether
rather than both coming to government — in one ceshéng

us not to put on any additional restrictions thaghh prevent
them from growing a new crop and the other sidéngethe

potential for use of that crop as a threat, inrthi@w, to their
farming and potentially, the environment.

So again, we started from the standpoint of encpnga
industry associations and farmers to talk togetat try, as
much as possible, to get on the same page onrigsriant
issue and achieve, as much as possible, conserigus the
farming community.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.

diverse ridings in the territory. As the heart ohikghorse,
Whitehorse Centre has been seeing significant @saoger the
past number of years. Many of them are positivehsas the
redevelopment of the waterfront and new constractio
throughout the riding. Whether it is the new busimearks in
the Marwell area or the new office buildings, thecd of
Whitehorse is changing. Whitehorse Centre is trenass hub
of the territory, the home of a great many smatlibesses, big-
box franchises and government offices, a place avharkon-
ers from around the city and the territory comevauk, to play
and to live.

Consider the economic engine that is the city esenitve
have hospitality and tourism industries centrecehsith res-
taurants, hotels, the museum, visitor informatiemtres. We
have residential areas, both historic old town,hbstage area,
and are evolving a new development in terms ofdesgial
development downtown.

We have a growing range of recreational spaceskingal
trails, parks, spaces for children. Services — \wgehmany
service industries in this downtown core of the ¥ukPeople
buy their groceries here, their fuel, vehicles, tipeir vehicles
repaired and there are also bicycle repair shdfzsshbme to



2074

HANSARD

March 25, 2013

the animal shelter. Whitehorse Centre is also dnostrial area
and it's where we find our power generation station

On April 1 this year, we will also celebrate thevdiaition
transfer agreement and the amendekbn Act, which allow us

The city centre — Whitehorse city centre, Whiteleors to assert greater autonomy and exercise local ideaisaking.

Centre — faces distinct challenges. The rapid dieation of
the downtown core brings new challenges for resgemd
businesses alike. It is Whitehorse Centre that hedtess
daily to the impact of the growing inequality gapthis terri-
tory. It is Whitehorse Centre that presents unigpgortunities
to bridge that gap.

Whitehorse Centre is home, for example, to the &iain
Army shelter, the food bank, CAIRS, the social sissice of-
fice and many other NGOs such as FASSY and Yukoti- An
Poverty Coalition, which work together to find apdopose
constructive ideas to address the growing inequg#p that
this territory is facing.

Every week the Official Opposition caucus bearmess
to those who are not benefiting from the prospehit/Premier
touts as all around. We receive constituents, dinly those
seniors who are struggling to pay their bills, #ngarents with
serious, serious daycare problems, people havijustidy on a
repeated basis their disability to receive the fmppntary al-
lowance from social assistance. We have receivetlyan-
cerns about rental housing, rental increases, nepait com-
pleted and fears of eviction. This is the flip stdethe picture
of prosperity the Premier attempts to paint. lthis day-to-day
reality of Whitehorse Centre.

As | move toward the initial response of the NDHidl
Opposition to the Premier's Budget Address, | wardgree, as
we will, with many aspects of what government divem time
to time. When he mentioned that this is a year ahynanni-
versaries, the Official Opposition joins in payitigbute to
these significant landmarks of the developmenhisf territory.

The significance of having a Yukon college thagsebrat-

ing its 50" anniversary is an important one. The fact that we

can now have our children and our children’s cleildeducated
here without having to leave the land that we lsvan impor-
tant piece, and the potential for growth therdss &ery impor-
tant.

Earlier in February — February 14 — we joined wkihst
Nation leaders as they gathered to celebrate imgaof To-
gether Today for Our Children Tomorrow. That 40-year anni-
versary is incredibly important, not just for thésE Nation
leadership and for their citizens, but it's alsoieportant re-
minder that the colonial legacy of the past is jhat — past —
and that the vision that was put forward by Elighith and the
other leaders is only slowly becoming a reality.

As the budget speech identified, we also note #oe that
we’re looking at the anniversary of the Yukon Questve’re
building on this as yet another one of the uniqueism prod-
ucts that celebrate an aspect of our heritage.

May 29 we will be celebrating the ®@nniversary of the
signing of theUmbrella Final Agreement and the first four
final and self-government agreements that werended to and
have the potential to ensure that we work togethémild and
make the new relationship of cooperation and shdesision-
making work.

All of these initiatives were truly significant delepments in
the history of this territory. The Official Oppdsih reflects
very proudly on the contribution that New Democrats/e
made in many of these areas.

You know, Mr. Speaker, we can't let it go withoatysg
that not everyone in this territory and in this deuwvas in fa-
vour of land claim agreements. At certain timegréhwas a
persistence of a mind frame that rejected therhinktit's to
the credit and the perseverance of First Natioddeships and
enlightened leaders from all levels of governmemtg ulti-
mately from all parties, that saw the successfuictision of
those agreements.

Mr. Speaker, there’s another anniversary that wekeaa
in November that doesn'’t really register on thogmificant
achievements — actually it's October — and thakie 1"
consecutive year of Yukon Party rule. After nedrlyyears in
power, the public is tired of seeing a tired oldkgn Party
government, employing the same tired old approachbat
was abundantly clear in the Budget Address. Whahead in
the Budget Address is a government that is attergpth em-
ploy divide-and-conquer tactics, which often resaltexpen-
sive court cases. It is picking winners and logetber than
listening to all views and trying to pick a commground.

It is a government that is more interested in dam¢d the
tune called by the federal government and outsidkimation-
als than Yukoners and Yukon businesses, a goveintinainis
making reactive and ad hoc decisions and showgawelship
on big social policy issues, that claims fiscap@ssibility de-
spite the overwhelming evidence to the contrary hasl con-
sistently politicized capital decisions.

Mr. Speaker, what we heard last week was a goverhme
that is prepared to pursue a reckless agenda oétnal devel-
opment at all cost while Yukoners, as the true owrd our
resources, continue to receive a pittance —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Government House Leader, on a point of or-
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Yet again the Leader of the Offi-
cial Opposition is contravening Standing Order 1®gimput-
ing unavowed motives to another member, in thig e@susing
the government of pursuing industrial developmérdllacosts
and putting it ahead of other interests, whichlésudy contrary

to government statements and not factually correct.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order. The member is
free to interpret and express her interpretatiotheffacts and
other members will have an opportunity to expréssrtinter-
pretation of the facts at the appropriate time.

The Leader of the Official Opposition has the flguease.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As | was say-
ing, this is a government that has shown it hélg libterest in
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tackling some of the major issues and challengas lil be

more difficult in leaner times, like poverty redigct, renew-
able energy projects, action on affordable housiga gov-

ernment that boasts of budget surpluses and refasaddress
these very critical issues. It's a government thigks and
chooses statistical measures to sell their spiphasizing pri-
vate sector growth relative to GDP, despite litheange to de-
pendence on the federal government, little diviersiion of

economy, cancelling of projects like F.H. Collingheut con-

sidering the impacts on local contractors or Igobs.

There is another way; there is another option,taedoub-
lic has woken up and has seen the communicatiomisg.
The Yukon public is writing letters, demonstratingaking
their voices heard. They are not content to take glovern-
ment’s word for it. They are not prepared to gikenh a blank
cheque to run roughshod over agreements. This goweent
can count on the public to be watching them vegyy\care-
fully — like the ravens, Mr. Speaker. A raven iolm to have
the ability to remember things for a very long tinide raven
is an important symbol in this territory, and | idsuggest to
the Yukon Party that the ravens are watching. Tiigip can
count on the NDP to hold the government accountablehal-
lenge them, and to fight for the issues that matiertime
counts down on their regime.

Last week, the Premier laid bare the myth that¥Ythkon
Party is interested in moving forward together. iThasion
does not reflect the diverse voices of the Yukoheyl have
indicated they are interested in picking winnersl dosers.
They have indicated they seek confrontation rathan con-
ciliation, and don’t mind spending the public’'s negnon
lengthy court battles instead of seeking mediatdutions.

This Budget Address goes even further to delingae
how far this government is prepared to go in itsrets of pick-
ing winners and losers, rather than listening toviedws and
trying to find common ground.

So Yukoners’ concerns about the pace of extraatire
source development, about the impacts on watenalatife,
their concerns that the benefits of this developnae not
flowing back to the Yukon public, their concern®abdemoc-
racy and how citizens can't make meaningful contidns —
or, if they do, the perception that they're notngeheard —
concerns that the land use planning process, tin@rcation of
the work of a generation of Yukoners, has beerckgd, con-
cerns that community infrastructure needs are mingo ad-
dressed and concerns that the housing crisis showegn of
being addressed by this government — these voicesmaet
echoed back by the Yukon Party in the Budget Addrégis
government has picked who will lose — those wha ayout
the environment, First Nations, tourism operatdh® poor,
seniors, nurses and teachers.

| was very taken aback by my observations, in tesfrithe
behaviour or the interaction of the Premier, imtgrof his rela-
tionship with First Nation governments.

In his address, he suggested that appealing thsiaeon
the Ross River Dena Council — the appeal court sit@ti
about free-entry staking — is about respectful trefeships.

It's like a paradox. What is respectful about apipgathat de-
cision?

His attempt to rewrite the Yukon Party’s role imda
claims settlement is laughable. It's true that ¥heon Party
government had the opportunity and the privilegesighing
the Umbrella Final Agreement on the first four agreements.
The truth is that it was not the Yukon Party goveent that
was responsible for the vision and the negotiatdbrthose
agreements. So the benefit flowed to the Premigheftime,
but it would be incorrect to suggest that thoseeagrents had
been negotiated under a Yukon Party.

Those who lived through it won't forget the roleath
prominent members of the Yukon Party played in baek-
rooms — played in the land claims debate, primagginst it.

So it's an unfortunate description by the Premigrthat’s
consistent, | suppose. As he signals that we nofujepeed
away, it's almost like damn the torpedoes. Thelffreel plan
be damned. What is the Premier really saying atmitreaty-
mandated land use planning process in his outrighattion of
the final recommended plan of the Peel land usenihg
commission?

When hundreds of Yukoners and other Canadians govi
input to a treaty-mandated land use planning pmoasly to
find that the Yukon Party government does not idtém re-
spect the process or the input, people begin tstiurethe in-
tegrity of this government. When hundreds of pecgttend
hastily convened meetings to try to gain an undedihg of
the government’s intentions with respect to movahgad with
oil and gas development in the most populated regiothe
Yukon, prior to the completion of land use planghia region,
and are told, “Industry won't wait for land use qhéng so just
trust us”, people do start to get angry.

The public wants to see leadership from their gowemt;
they want their government to be proactive; theyntwheir
government to listen to its citizens.

As | listened to the Premier, the Minister of Finanspeak
last week, it became clear to me that this is eeguwent that
has not learned from its mistakes. Despite the valvelming
evidence to the contrary, the Yukon Party claimeythre fis-
cally responsible stewards of the public’s finanddse Auditor
General would beg to differ and has roundly criéd the way
this government plans major capital projects andéesaleci-
sions with the public purse. Like his predecestue, Premier
attempts to minimize the importance of the Audi@eneral’s
findings about the state of capital project misngamaent and
the lack of planning. So it's on to the next masgivoject like
a major expansion of Whitehorse General Hospitafhout
any sense that they have learned from all their ip&stakes —
mistakes of cost overruns. The athletes villagansxample;
Tantalus School; Whitehorse Correctional Centre witding
without properly demonstrated need or communityssment
— the two hospitals that we’ve spent many an houhiis Leg-
islative Assembly trying to get an understandinghofv this
government did or did not make decisions with respe that;
overseeing projects with major functional problemsfor ex-
ample, the Dawson sewage project and renovatiotteeahen-
Watson Lake multi-care facility which morphed irtdhospital
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to avoid scrutiny from the Legislative Assemblygagding mil-
lions on planning for projects unlikely to get dffe ground
without an end project, such as the railway feéigistudy and
the P3 bridge at Dawson.

Because the Premier seems to wish to dismiss tligaoku
General, | think it's important that we take tinwereview some
of the important messages that the Auditor Gertesial deliv-
ered to this government. From the 2009 audit of Diepart-
ment of Education, they said the department hamg-term
master plan to ensure that it is managing schailitfas effec-
tively and preparing for significant challengesclsuas the
number of schools that are aging and in need ddirept the
same time, vacancy rates are high in the schaoM/Hitehorse
schools alone, student enrolment for the year ZI®)Wwas
3,879, and almost as many seats were vacant. Withéacili-
ties management plan that considers the conditidncapacity
of each school, it is difficult for the departmetot plan for
maintenance, repairs and improvements where theymerst
needed.

Mr. Speaker, you only have to go about this tetyitand
look at the schools and talk with the people inedlwith them
to realize how very prescient the Auditor Generabsnments
were.

“The Department does not have a long-term stratplgic
for managing challenges such as aging schools anfihohg
enrolment. The lack of such a long-term plan wigedfic,
measurable goals makes it difficult for the Depamito track
whether it is making optimal use of its resourced progress-
ing toward its objectives. Nor does it have a ris&nagement
plan to formally identify each risk that could ingee its
achievement of objectives.” Clearly that has natrba place
as we have moved forward with the debacle thahésH.H.
Collins school. They haven’t assessed the demogralange
or the impact of land claims settlements and hosvdbpart-
ment plans to manage risk.

With respect to the audit of Highways and Publicrikgo
the Auditor General noted that many of the transgi@n in-
frastructure and building projects we looked athsas bridge
rehabilitation, highway reconstruction, airportway resurfac-
ing, construction of airport terminal buildings,nemunity cen-
tres and school replacements and expansion, weatt tbeir
original targets for total spending. Most of thejpcts were
not completed on schedule.

In some cases the problems were beyond the depdisme
control. However, the department did not adequateinage
the risk of such occurrences, nor did it conduet taquired
review of completed projects to evaluate whethehaitl fol-
lowed appropriate procedures, observed economy edfid
ciency and met the objectives for the project.

So, Mr. Speaker, the cycle can continue if theredsas-
sessment or reviewing of what we've learned — assdns
learned — from each of these projects or, wheretaee diffi-
culties that occur, ministerial responsibility aadcountability
is to make sure that doesn’t reoccur. We keep divioger and
over again in this government.

The 2013 audit of the Yukon Hospital Corporatior dime
building of major capital projects — the Auditor &al said,

and | quote: “The Corporation did not conduct d agsess-
ment of the communities’ health care needs in ptapmand
designing the hospitals. It also did not determine incre-
mental operating costs for the hospitals until tamtsion was
well under way.”

Mr. Speaker, we're now told by the Auditor Genewalre
going to see a tripling of the O&M costs — a tniggi That
wasn’t thought through or planned. The Auditor Gaehsaid
“The Corporation cannot demonstrate that the halspias de-
signed, are the most cost-effective option for ingethe
communities’ health care needs” — the communitiesalth
care needs.

These three audits paint a picture of a governrtteitis
not fiscally responsible. They paint a picture ofirad, lazy
government that sneers at due diligence, that do¢shave
long-range strategic plans and does not conduaisnassess-
ments that should be conducted prior to committiigjons of
dollars.

A year ago — 364 days ago on March 26, 2012 — the

Premier said this: “As | have stated, we are coteaito F.H.
Collins. Like all projects now, we want to ensunattthe dili-
gence is done. We make sure that when we make vastin
ment, when we are using taxpayers’ dollars, we renthat this
is done wisely and that our diligence is done tsuea the in-
vestments meet scrutiny and we meet expectatiotexpayers
and that we’re spending their money wisely.”

This government’'s management of the F.H. Collins re
placement doesn’t look like fiscal responsibilitypr does it
look like due diligence has been followed. Thisjpcd has
been an ongoing saga of broken promises, delaypsfldps,
confusion and decisions that leave students, pmramd tax-
payers scratching their collective heads. No orlessbn for-
get that on the eve of the election this Premieeddor photos
with shovel in hand and announced the project wdeldpen
for business in August 2013. That is not very famag Mr.
Speaker — August 2013.

After the election, the project hit some major bsmyith
geothermal proposals in, out, in — I'm not sure rehhey are
now; plans for demolition of the gym in, on; temagr facili-
ties; tender delays, et cetera. Finally the projeeht out for
tender after millions had been spent on the depign and
other preparatory work, after community membersdets
and parents spent hundreds of hours being involteely
thought, in the active planning for this new school

The government now says the bids are too high and a
nounces it's going with a new campus-style desidnis is not
due diligence; this is unilateral action. After dgghy consulta-
tion with the school committee on the design, | 'tdelieve
the public will buy the Yukon Party’s approach distfile as
being fiscally responsible.

It is ad hoc crisis management to suit short-teotitipal
objectives rather than to perform sound project agement
and deliver vital infrastructure that Yukoners want need. It
leverages millions and has the potential to levenmaglions of
capital dollars for maximum effect in the local romy. That's
what we've seen: there’s a major negative impacthenlocal
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economy from these delays or changed plans. Tharesga-
tive impact on the local economy — local jobs focdl people.

It appears the government did not look at the iogpions
for the local economy of a major change at thigestaf this
project. How many Yukoners who expected to be eggumn
the project in skilled trades will be looking foovk elsewhere
this year?

In his Budget Address, the Premier said, “Yukorrevg
ing population will require the construction of reachools as
well as an expansion of the Whitehorse General lthispin
light of the serious rebukes from the Auditor Gahemd the
confusion surrounding F.H. Collins, the public hesy little
confidence in this government’s ability to managd ggain
another large, complex infrastructure project. Vékeve, and |
introduced a motion to this effect today, more eight by
Members of the Legislative Assembly and others,enpartici-
pation by the public in the discussion of capita¢rsding and
assessment of needs, must come first.

You will remember the shell game with the Watsoked.a
multi-level care facility. It began as a renovatjmmject at the
beginning of this long, long period of Yukon Partyle. It
morphed into a boondoggle and the only way to agecrdtiny
of how bad things were was to announce a new radspduld
be erected in its place. Responsibility was tramsteto the
Hospital Corporation and instruction given that dogporation
would take a loan to finance the project, thus dvgj scrutiny
of this House. With debt financing as opposed ki legis-
lative authority for appropriation, the governmeould avoid
scrutiny.

Now it's back on the books. $27 million of Yukon’'s
budget is earmarked to pay off the debts of theoaation.
Due diligence? I think not, Mr. Speaker. If the Bet Address
is anything to go by, Yukoners can expect morehef $ame
from this government.

Another aspect of the Budget Address last week vilzast
somewhat ironic was the unwillingness of this goweent to
stand up for Yukoners’ interests when it comesdalidg with
the federal government. Last year in this Legigtathssembly
we raised, on numerous occasions, the questioheofmipact
of federal cuts to federal departments and agereitgs terri-
tory. We could not get an answer from the MinistETourism
nor the minister responsible for the finances @ territory,
with respect to what, if anything, they were doig. now we
have in the Budget Address the Premier thankingovilk
Member of Parliament, the Senator and the tourisso@ation
for all the hard work in seeing that two of the Y¥uaks major
attractions — thesS Klondike and the Dredge No. 4 — will
have guided tours coming this summer.

The question that has been raised with me by vatiour-
ism operators is what exactly did the Yukon goveznmdo
here? Are they putting any money into this? It adtdsok so
from the budget. Did they raise the issue? Or, ass bbecome
quite apparent, was this just another example isf gbvern-
ment being willing to bend over backward so astnodffend
its leaders in Ottawa?

Whether it has been the attack on pensions, em@oiym
insurance, cuts to the federal environmental ass&ss, the

Fisheries Act and the federal plan to privatize parks and cut
public sector jobs, this government has not stopdon Yuk-
oners. The cuts to federal departments are rea fobreal
Yukon citizens with families contributing to thiscanomy.
They no longer have those jobs. So when the fedgrabrn-
ment, as | said, announced cuts to Parks Canadanthadd
have impacts on this territory, this government wient.

So where is this government when it comes to agtad
work with respect to the successor to the BuildDgnada
fund? Where is this government with respect tothdahding?
There was some acknowledgment of restraint in tealth
funding — or declining incomes to be received big tierri-
tory, but there was not a peep of protest wherirthance min-
ister announced that he was tying health dollaredonomic
growth.

They chose to bury their heads in the sand wheanite to
the impacts of th&udget Implementation Act and the impacts
on the environment and the closure of the CanadarRe
Agency office.

The Budget Address contains quite a number of droni
statements. On one hand, the Premier speaks alededming
people to a major conference on museums and heritatd
this government has stood silently by and let tlagomheritage
functions of Parks Canada — the curatorial fundtighat
would keep our historic sites alive and the livicentres that
they are — and let those jobs be cut. It will beliasting to see
what the national associations and national grdwg to re-
flect on when they're here. We also see a shelwinthe an-
nounced plans last year for significant investmientold stor-
age facilities for the archives. It was in the beidigst year, not
now.

There are repeated efforts to defer these projbetisre-
flect — they'’re not very flashy projects, Mr. Speakbut they
are important to the integrity and the ongoing lititaof our
history. When we ignore history, we start to repgane very
bad and very sad events.

There was very little in this Budget Address witspect
to talking about the real issues of creating mou&on jobs for
Yukoners, particularly in the Yukon.

My colleagues and | have met with Yukoners sinoe th
election in 2011 and have taken every opportunitysible to
travel about the Yukon to meet with ordinary Yukmne- citi-
zens, First Nation governments, mayors and couagits oth-
ers — to listen to the issues that are importattém. In every
community, there is this repeated refrain, sinc@226- a mas-
sive sucking in to Whitehorse of jobs, the centetion focus
of this government, unwillingness to look at cregtopportu-
nities for those kinds of sustainable and sustagetivities that
flow from the kinds of work that many people in Wéfiorse
take for granted.

Two or three full-time government positions in argou-
nity have a significant ripple effect in terms beteconomy of
that community.

We heard over and over again, whether it was aimaun-
tenance yards in certain communities, or even timple ex-
ample of how we have gone from having our superieats
of schools placed in the regions they are resptnsgily in



2078

HANSARD

March 25, 2013

terms of supervising various schools, to havingtal superin-
tendents centralized into Whitehorse. This cregtesiter op-
portunity for miscommunication and disconnect vitile com-
munities.

production is estimated to be $450 million in 206at what is
the return to Yukon? We continue to earn more frcamp-
ground fees than we receive in royalties for outurs re-
source wealth. This situation will not change unttés gov-

There are many examples that we have heard over tlegnment.

course of the conversations that we've had with ohgts
about the need to look creatively at ensuring thatkinds of
work that is most effectively done in the local gomnity is
actually carried out by the people living there,opposed to
being done at a distance from Whitehorse.

That happens, as well, when it comes to lookingost we
create the environment where it's possible for fpeetp be em-
ployed in communities. One of the big challengest theople
in communities face is housing — affordable housangl af-
fordable rental housing. Not everybody is interéste nor can
afford to build a house or to buy a house, and npaople who
are coming, particularly in the resource extraciiwtustry, do
not get the opportunity to be here for many yedra éime.
They are looking for affordable rental accommodatidhe
Premier seems to have acknowledged that this issare be-
cause the impact — in July 2012 he said that geftirin/fly-
out workers to settle down in the territory is fiist priority.
He said this in an article in the/all Sreet Journal: “They
come to Yukon and they work here and then they thlke#
money and their taxes elsewhere.” Well, we've bsaying
that for a very long time. It doesn’t matter howrmgobs are
created at a mine if they are not paying their saxere. What
benefit will we get from that, Mr. Speaker?

As we've said repeatedly in this House and as vee be a
daily basis — because we experience that througlcitizens
who come to our door — the housing crisis contintoespiral
out of control. We have a shortage of doctors agdvernment
that refuses to make the fundamental changes toghih care
system that will put patients first. Our environmén threat-
ened by policies that promote development at arst. cbhis
government appears to be a government that petsdsi and
insiders first while shutting out the average Yu&ofrom the
benefits of the territory’'s economy.

The Premier’s words on how much the ordinary pelison
going to benefit from the boom economy ring holldivthe
Premier had a plan to provide affordable housirdgtems, to
fix the health care system and ensure Yukonerdiggt fair
share of our natural resource wealth, then maybee rfig-
in/fly-out workers would consider staying in ounditerritory.

Despite the fact that the unemployment rates haveem
ated, they are still very high and persistent iralrly ukon, but
we haven't seen yet a comprehensive jobs and higastrategy
that would see more Yukoners employed in the mirang
related industries. We have little bits and pieeesslices of
strategies — but nothing that is comprehensiveliakd them.

Last week, in the Budget Address, the Premier laad@n
unprecedented provocative attack on two environaiamn-
governmental organizations and the thousands ofoiels,
First Nation governments, and visitors who havediad to
and love the wild Yukon, to the tourism industryasle voice
has been marginalized, despite being an economicstag of
our economy. The Budget Address says the valueioénal

In dismissing Yukoners who support the final recom-
mended plan for the Peel, the Premier claims balama the
economic importance of assessing the Crest irondeposit
that “could sustain the territory for generationscome.” The
Premier claims a fraction of the deposit is wortl3&%.7 billion
and that it would be irresponsible for any Yukorvgmment to
declare that this resource potential is off-limits.

During the course of doing the research when | made
submission to the Peel plan several years agadl, gaiback and
look at the claims that were made and all the ta0é reports
that were done in the early 2000s to the mid-2@@0the min-
eral potential in the Peel region. A number of theare done
by Promithian interests and a report was done iB22hat
painted quite a graphic picture of what this prbjeculd in-
volve.

In broad terms, the Hatch report on the Crest deposit
— this was a report that was done in about 20@2ink, and |
can send the citation to those who are interestedause it's
on my iPad.; | don’t have it here — would permit.& million
tonne-per-year iron ore mine with on-site tailirtgrage and
substantial water export, permitting of a one-miiltonne-per-
year coal mine, permitting a slurry pipeline frohetCrest site
to the Elliott Creek site, permitting a power liaed access
road; permitting a facility having characteristexguivalent to a
power station consuming one million tonnes per y&acoal
with respect to air emissions and ash storage; iftergna facil-
ity having characteristics equivalent to a 1.2 imilltonnes per
year electric-furnace steel mill with respect to amissions,
water emissions and on-site slag, dust and wastags; per-
mitting an all-weather, high-capacity, high-qualityad some
165 kilometres to the vicinity of Elsa to handlengpd of 140-
tonne-capacity tractor-trailer units per day on6&® 3lay-per-
year basis; permitting residential amenities fovapd of 1,200
people between the two sites; potential permitthg product
marshalling and shipping facility at Skagway andpiing of
airstrips and helipads at both operating sites.

When the various assessments have been done @ver th

years on the Crest ore deposit, not only are tsé&s@ssociated
with this considered to be, at minimum, astronoinibat it
raises some significant issues with respect taatikty of this
territory to absorb that kind of a shock.

The Premier may want to spin it that following tfieal
plan is reckless and irresponsible, but givenhalwork neces-
sary to access and exploit the Crest iron depaeiteloping the
deposit is unlikely. The Premier is trying to trunvjpikoners
and Yukon First Nations and thinks he will win amgument
about this based on economic cost. The realitylis,Speaker,
that after many, many years of exploration in tleelRhat has
taken place, there have been no real efforts, norete moves,
by any mining company ever to develop a produciigem

I've heard, several times, quite dismissive commemade
by the Member for Lake Laberge about not listeniagthe
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voices of those who live in Dusseldorf or Pasadsmanyplace
else with respect to their views on the tourism dreltourism
potential of the Peel or anyplace else in thisittay. At the
same time, this Budget Address identifies the smarindustry
as a significant contributor to our economy, ov2d@ million
a year. So I'm supposing that what this governngneally
saying is that we are only going to focus on orkampof the

Prosperity for whom? Last week, we heard the Prersag
“economic growth, not redistribution.” The sign afi enlight-
ened society is how we care for our sick, our éydand our
most marginalized. This government has shown é&ctive, ad
hoc and not prepared to lead on the big sociakcpalsues.
The Premier’s approach to poverty continues td'Senple —
get a job.” That doesn’t work for everybody, Mr. eager.

economy — mining only — and your tourism views beThere are people within our community and withim families

damned; we are not interested in hearing what yue o say
about why you value this territory, why you wouldamt to
come and spend your dollars in our territory asuaist.

| would suggest to the Minister of Tourism and Qrdt
that his job has just gotten easier. He can caatlis market-
ing because it will not be acceptable to have pEsphterests
being rejected out of hand by a government thatelsasntially
turned its back on tourism. That message gets mdtitagets
out rapidly.

The Premier has also indicated that he is bulllsbuathe
Apache Corporation’s shale gas deposit. He wenatogreat
length about the potential for shale gas. The Yuboblic has
spoken very loudly and forcefully against frackiagd has
caused this government already once to halt itsspla permit
development in the Whitehorse Trough. The publimaeded
full public consultation before fracking would berpmitted.
Today the Yukon Conservation Society reiteratedcél for
this government to honour the commitment it mace \enter
that there be public discussion on hydraulic franty

who are unemployable and cannot work. Does thainntieat
they cannot share in the prosperity of this teryitoThe Pre-
mier touts the modest surplus of $73 million asga sf fiscal
responsibility, but his government has failed tieedi surpluses
toward some critical areas.

Affordable housing, as I've said before, contintesbe
perhaps the pre-eminent challenge facing commasnitied
citizens in this territory.

Social inclusion — what happened to the socialusicin
strategy? Where is it? The Falvo report, entitleoverty
Amongst Plenty, waiting for the Yukon government to adopt a
poverty-reduction strategy, said that surplus btglgee the
time to address poverty — not in leaner times wimamey is
declining. The Yukon Party, as | said, we thinkatesl a social
inclusion office, released a social inclusion stggt but we see
no budgetary commitments to make this a reality.aOmajor
social issue facing many people in this territdhis govern-
ment’s actions are more about words than actioris; bés this
government not dealt with, or prioritized, implertieg the

To date, there has been no commencement of thdteWe landmark Beaton-Allen report. Aspects of it havermh@icked

already hearing the Premier, the Minister of Enwiro
ment/Economic Development, and the Minister of Bger
Mines and Resources touting the potential benefitm indus-
try that Yukoners have said they are very leergraf have said
they are not prepared to have occur in this tesritmtil a full
and informed public consultation has occurred.

So what has been the government’'s reaction? Well,

amended the oil and gas regulations despite oppositom
Yukon First Nations. As | said, it has not begua gublic con-
sultation it finally agreed to last winter with pest to fracking
and oil and gas development in this territory.

Yukon Energy has pursued a plan to use liquefi¢drah
gas generation of power, despite the viability godlic sup-
port for renewables like wind and hydro. Yukon Enepur-
sues this based on the current cheap and reliaidang of
natural gas. What guarantees does this Yukon Rpvern-
ment have when it promotes liquefied natural gase durrent
domestic pricing for LNG will continue. They're bag their
assumptions on very low prices — domestic priciog/n

What guarantees will be in place? What guarantese h
they worked out with their federal counterpartsetesure that
the current domestic pricing for LNG will continuace the
proposed facilities are built at Kitimat, where floeus will be
on exporting that shale gas as fast as they cait get to Asia,
where the prices are, at a minimum, four times éighan they
are here?

So, Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party has taken a lotséb
with the public’s money, without so much as askamdisten-
ing to the public’s views on those risks. This bdgs question:

and chosen.

They completely misread and misinterpreted the meco
mendation from the Beaton-Allen report with resptcthow
we treat acutely intoxicated persons at risk, amedhave con-
tinued to criminalize them — putting them into jiok assess-
ment, as opposed to following the best practices tiine Bea-
ton-Allen report recommended and treating thoseplgewith
respect and not criminalizing them. We haven’tdivad build-
ing — this government is spending approximatelyn$iiion
for a new addition to the jail. It's now called &mssessment
centre”. Where is the land-based treatment plaroamred
with such fanfare during the election? We have dheething
— and this is the Premier’s own riding.

Where is this government with respect to commitntent
renewable energy?

It's no longer breaking news that the lack of hagsis at a
critical state. In the Budget Address, the Prerbimaists about
the low unemployment rate and the influx of pedplé’ukon.
The downside to this for individuals and employadike is that
there is no housing — just ask the many small ardiom
local employers who face daily challenges locatipmlified
people who are wanting to move to Yukon, only tsmmtdown
the job because there is no housing available.

Ask the mine CEO who spends $1 million a year fiyin
workers in and out of Yukon because there is ndficgent
housing in Mayo. The lack of or inability to devpla strategic
view on housing in Yukon is costing us all. As Idsaarlier,
workers who fly in and out of Yukon do not pay inoe tax
here. Why is the government so reluctant to doatbek neces-
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sary to think through the needs of our communitiisig gov-
ernment still sits on over $13 million in affordabhousing
money from the federal government. Yes, there afegs at-
tached to it, because it is intended to providerdtible hous-
ing. It's not intended for somebody’s pet projélthe intention
is to build affordable housing. If it has taken gears for this
government — seven years now, because it was 20@6
was announced — to come up with a plan, it is sttltoo late,
because you know what? The demand — the absolae=ssigy
for affordable housing — has not disappeared.

People continue to ask, “How can this be? How ¢a® t
government be so oblivious to the priorities aralities of the
Yukon people?” Nowhere in the budget — except fat dis-
missive remark about redistribution — does the Fogaminis-
ter address the growing gap between the rich awd jmothis
territory.

When the government of the day — the Yukon Party go

ernment — announced the social inclusion initigtiwe sup-
ported it. It was an initiative that the NDP hadutpioned, and
we continue to support it. We were pleased to stpjpobe-

cause we know that all the studies and the evidbased re-
search show that when we begin to address ineguilé real
way, we begin to build a socially and economicatiglusive

society.

There are other priorities that get little or nontien in the
Budget Address. Climate change is one of the masfopnd
issues we face in the north and throughout thedvdirlseems
to have dropped off the government’s radar, with élception
of repeating in this Budget Address the commerzadion ef-
forts with respect to the Yukon Cold Climate Inntiea Cen-
tre, but that, like three or four other referencesre actually
verbatim from last year’s Budget Address. That ddeseem
to be a high priority.

Similarly, with respect to climate change, wherghis in-
vestment in public transit? As fuel prices get leigand higher,
one of the things that we hear when we talk to fgeap the
communities is that this is not just an energy eovesion is-
sue, but like many good policy initiatives, a paltliansit pol-
icy addresses the real need of people who canrfotdafo
travel to Whitehorse for medical or other appointise— sen-
iors who live in small communities who can no longeve the
distances to get to Whitehorse to do their shoppiukoners
in several rural communities have great ideas ifopke, mod-
est but effective public transport options. We emage this
government to listen to them, to implement thosagl

There is a quote by Mark Twain. The question waatwh

did Mark Twain say about statistics? At the riskofffending
my colleagues across the way, this is not me, ihiMark
Twain, the answer was that statistics can be usebotster
weaker arguments. One could use “lies, damnedlésstatis-
tics”, but you know what, what we have seen is thatYukon
Party picks and chooses statistical measures tohedl story.
The reality is that those transfers from Ottawahe Yukon
have grown, doubled in the past 10 years. Therébbaen little
change to dependence on the federal governmeniitdedii-

versification — real diversification — of the ecany.

There has been little progress on addressing theigg
gap and there has been very little growth in ownrs® reve-
nues relative to total revenues.

In fulfilling our role of holding government to ament, the
Official Opposition also seeks to identify thoseeas in the
government’s planned spending on expenditureserbtidget
that are good and that respond to the expressets wee have
heard articulated by Yukon citizens. We seek tatidie those
areas where we can offer constructive suggestmrsdist the
government in responding more effectively to thal iesues
affecting Yukon and our citizens.

The NDP Official Opposition caucus makes a conderte
effort to listen to the citizens of the territofjhrough our con-
versations with Yukoners from Dawson to Watson lake
Haines Junction to Ross River, and places in betyge have
heard how much Yukon citizens are yearning for eegoment
that understands that democracy is a day-by-dagessobuilt
on partnership, integrity and trust. As New Demtxrae
know that “partnership” means working with peopte get
common goals, not dividing to conquer. Integrityamg deal-
ing honestly and openly, and most importantly thast is built
upon mutual respect and must be earned.

As | mentioned, the Official Opposition continudse t
practice of travelling throughout the Yukon, takimwith citi-
zens about their communities, their issues and ghiirities. It
is fascinating to actually listen to the ideas adns and realities
of fellow citizens. It is also challenging at timésis from the
many one-on-one or group conversations that myusagol-
leagues and | have engaged in over the past mtrahs real-
ize how deep the divide is between this Yukon Pgdyern-
ment and its citizens.

Time and time again we heard that this governmemioi
listening and worse, when they do ask for inpuirfithe public
on an issue, it is dismissed or spun in a way tefécts the
government’s agenda, not the views of citizens.N&sv De-
mocrats, we are committed to engaging in a pasioly ap-
proach to budget making, involving First Nation gounents,
non-government organizations and community orgaioizs
and citizens to help identify community programsl gomiori-
ties.

As the Official Opposition, our community conveieas
reflect that commitment. | would encourage the goreent to
try actually spending time listening to Yukonersoab their
priorities. We believe that Yukon can have a prospe econ-
omy and a protected environment — an economy ami en
ronment where everyone benefits. We believe thafitst re-
turn on our investment — on our resources — shda@do
Yukoners, now and into the future. We believe tat num-
ber-one asset is our people and that their talamdsinsights
should be harnessed to create a more just andceéamomy
without wrecking our environment.

As an economic vision, the budget that we hearcile
last week is a failure. It is heavily skewed towaxtractive
industries without the means to derive more oftarreto Yuk-
oners through royalties, through real jobs for Y,
through spinoffs. It charts no course for lesserdegendence
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upon federal transfers. In fact, federal transfeave over-
whelmingly increased.

Yukon New Democrats have a proud history of suppgrt
responsible mining in Yukon, and we will continue do so
because we believe all Yukoners deserve to befiefit the
resource riches that lie within our territory. kalbelieve that
Yukoners — and I've heard this time and again fidukoners
— expect to see a real and lasting return on thesacgranted
to resource-extraction industries.

When the Premier tells us, as he did last week, ttha
mineral production value is estimated to be appnakely $450
million this year, we rightly look to the revenuection of the
budget to see how much of that will be retainedhia Yukon
for use by Yukon to further improve the socio-eamimfabric
of our community. Despite the significant investiserby
Yukon taxpayers for everything from new roads isfracture
to grid extensions, the current royalty regime urttle Quartz

sources with an eye to future generations, andporeive and
effective government must reflect the prioritiesitsf citizens,
not solely the interest of the demands and dirastibpom out-
side Yukon.

We believe, as the Official Opposition, that Yukmnee-
serve better than a government that continues tdogndivide-
and-conquer tactics, that is not listening to aws and has
abandoned trying to find common ground, and thaiears to
be more interested in dancing to the tune callethbyfederal
government and Outside multinationals than Yukonensl
Yukon businesses. It makes reactive and ad hosidasi and
has shown little leadership on big social polisuiss.

Mr. Speaker, there is another way and there ishanaip-
tion. The public has woken up and is seeing thraihghspin.
The Yukon public is writing and, as | said earligraking their
voices heard. They are not prepared to give thi®gonent a
blank cheque to run roughshod over the past and thee

Mining Act works against the likelihood of a real return toagreements. This government can count on the paliit it

Yukon in the near future.

This budget also contains an additional $8.5 nmilfior the
Campbell Highway, the link to the Wolverine Mine.illdns
of dollars have been spent on this highway, whitedtretch of
road between Ross River and Faro continues to prdédle
— and that's an understatement. It's not a radicaposal to
say citizens deserve and should get lasting ecanbemefits
from the finite non-renewable resources within tharisdic-
tions. Yukon deserves leadership of no lesser yuah this
important matter.

I have said before in this Legislature — and | éadi this
— that we need to assert that we, Yukoners, ar¢emsas our

can count on the Official Opposition to be watchihgm very
carefully. As | said, we will be watching them likee ravens.
We will be watching them and we will remember. Theblic
will be watching and they will remember.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Disturbancein the gallery

Speaker: I'd like to remind the member in the gallery

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to extend my sincere appre-

own home, that we need to decide how we as a coitynun ciation and thank my constituents, my friends imt@&oCreek

modernize the non-renewable resource sectors inorYuk
ensure that the return on our non-renewable ressue sig-
nificant and lasting.

Despite the actions of this government over thé 185
plus years, we need to continually remind oursethasthe 11
First Nation final and self-government agreemehtst thave
been negotiated, that have been talked often abdbis Leg-
islative Assembly, that are being celebrated inivarsaries
this year, are not optional accessories or windoessing.

I've mentioned this before because it is so impuria
terms of the context of the growth of the territand the econ-
omy of this territory. As Yukoners we have a rightbe proud
of what we have achieved through these agreementthe—
potential to do things differently, to make our gavment sys-
tems work more effectively for all Yukoners. At tekame time,
we unfortunately are right to be dismayed by tlok laf politi-
cal will demonstrated by this government to truhgdthe life
into the negotiated agreements.

Though we know that — as there always are contaimed
any budget — there are some fine things, the @ffiipposi-
tion will not be providing its support for this bget. The Offi-
cial Opposition cannot support a budget that isestbasn the
premise of divide and conquer; that is based optemise that
the government will dictate who are the winners &osbrs.
The Yukon government was elected to serve thedsterof all
Yukoners, not a select few. It was elected to stévear re-

South for providing me with this unique opportunityrepre-
sent them in this Assembly, but first and foremdsi like to

thank my incredible family and friends for theirtigace, for
their understanding, and for their continued suppeich of us
sitting in this Assembly today ran for office besawe want to
make our communities a better place. In additioth&, | also
ran for other reasons — in fact, some very perspgagons. In
my case, | believe that it was important to givekbt the peo-
ple, the Yukon Party, who stepped up to the plateomly to

help my son Jack, but who helped many other famikibo are
affected not only by autism, but by other varyingatbilities as
well.

Yukoners are very smart people. Yukoners know that

without a functioning, stable economy to suppoytaitsocial
safety net isn’t going to help anyone. Yukoner® &sow that
time and time again the Yukon Party governmentgrasided
just that: a strong and stable economy.

The spring 2013 budget is a big piece of a largekpge,
and over the next few minutes, I'd like to talk abthe broader
context.

Prior to the Yukon Party taking office in late 20021kon
was in the throes of a terrible economic recesssonlet me
just take a moment to recall that situation. Oueraployment
rate was far too high. Our population was declinifige hous-
ing crisis in 2002 was trying to find a buyer. TRBP and Lib-
erals did their best to euthanize mining in theitay and the
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Yukon's private sector economy was in terrible shaphese
were the challenges before us when Yukoners elettied
Yukon Party government in 2002 and re-elected i2006. |
know that the NDP and Liberals would prefer notb® re-
minded of their past, but it's important for Yukeseto re-
member exactly what their choices are.

Our vision for moving forward together maintaing path
to support our commitments to all Yukoners. We withtinue
to improve upon achieving a better quality of lifejilding a
prosperous, diversified Yukon economy, managingaotect-
ing Yukon’s environment and wildlife and practisirgpod
government.

Yukoners selected us to lead the territory becahse
Yukon Party team has the vision, has the energyhasdthe
experience to meet these challenges head-on. Gobé@rci 1,
2011, Yukoners made a choice — a smart choice —-<oto
tinue to prosper and grow under the stewardshgp refelected
Yukon Party government. As | have stated earliarkofners
are smart people.

The members opposite like to tell folks that ifyttran the
Yukon, then life would be so much better. | am vdoubtful
about better, but it would certainly be different.

Let's lay the rhetoric aside for awhile and looksatme
hard numbers. | decided to compare population @oethamic
indicators. So let's look at the population to sthmwent back
and had a look at the net migration for the lasietithe NDP
formed government. Between 1996 and the year 200that-
would be during the NDP’s time in power — 2,855 mpeo-
ple moved out of Yukon than moved in.

run things versus $95 million for one quarter wihiea Yukon
Party is at the helm.

My point here is to show that under the Yukon Paoty
territory and our economy are continuing to growy pbint is
to show that both the parties opposite have demaiest that
their policy choices are bad for the economy arglltein
population decreases. The Yukon Party has demoedtthat
we can deliver growth and prosperity.

The members opposite have told Yukoners that tagore
for our success is because world mineral pricest wenand
that, consequently, Yukon would have benefitedareigss of
who was in power. So let’s think about that for enute. The
thing about world ore prices is that they applyatbjurisdic-
tions around the world equally. So if one jurisitiotisn’t do-
ing well relative to others, we can be sure that tbason is
something other than price. The thing about wodthmodity
prices is if they go up in Yukon, they go up in B.they go up
in Alaska, Northwest Territories, Nunavut. For tlifiatt, they
go up in all places all over the globe.

My point is Yukon’s ranking is going up relative éther
jurisdictions, so it must be for reasons other tivanld mineral
prices. Yukon was not an attractive place to ddarass while
the members opposite were in power. The proofusdan the
flight of people and investment from Yukon.

To understand why Yukon is doing well, let's haviak
at what mining companies were saying in 2012. Thesér
Institute Survey of Mining Companies; 2011/2012 is based on
the opinions of mining executives representing 8diaeral
exploration and development companies on the imest

Let me summarize what those humbers mean. They meatimate of 93 jurisdictions around the world. Thempanies

that the track record of the NDP and the Liberslsrie of eco-
nomic collapse and the resulting decline in popatatas Yuk-
oners are forced to move to find work.

Mr. Speaker, according to the Yukon’s statisticakre
view, our population was 35,862 as of June 201at'$han
increase of about 6,000 people, or 20 percent. 8&Versed the
flow of Yukoners out of the territory and rebuilhat the NDP
and Liberals destroyed.

A look at the other economic indicators, workforagm-
bers, unemployment rate and GDP all show that thkow
Party has succeeded where the members opposéd.failkey
part of the success is due to using our budgetaake very
thoughtful and strategic investments. The budgédrbeus to-
day is one more in that chain.

Under the Yukon Party, the recent unemployment wiae
a very low 5.5 percent, and the Whitehorse inflatiate was
1.8 percent. One of the reports | read indicated tétail sales
were up 6.4 percent over the previous year.

| want to point out one other statistic. In the ry@800,
when the members opposite ran the show, the tatak\of real
estate transactions for all of Yukon was just d$@® million
— that's for the year.

The value of real estate transactions in Yukorhim dec-
ond quarter of 2012 — that would be the three moothApril,
May and June of last year — was $94.7 million. dfisgally,
the third quarter is usually the busiest of all rfajuarters.
Think about that — $100 million for the year whdre tNDP

participating in the survey reported exploratiorersging of
$6.3 billion U.S. dollars in 2011, and $4.5 billidhS. dollars
in 2010. Worldwide the top 10 jurisdictions are N&muns-
wick, Finland, Alberta, Wyoming, Quebec, Saskatciew
Sweden, Nevada, Ireland and our very own Yukon.ovukas
one of the newcomers to that list. My point is thvatare doing
something in Yukon that is making us more attracte busi-
ness than other jurisdictions. For comparison’sesdkritish
Columbia placed 3% Nunavut 38 and Northwest Territories
placed 48.

Let’s just cast our mind back to 2001-02, when bukon
score had diminished to 8%f 45 jurisdictions and in 2002-03
when Yukon placed 27of 47 jurisdictions. In 2012, Yukon
placed 18 out of 93 jurisdictions around the world. Yukon
moved from the bottom half of the pack to beingha top 10.
That change must be because of something otherdgladal
mineral prices. So, let me repeat that: The chamgéukon is
because of something much more than rising worldenai
prices.

| read the Fraser Institute’s repddirvey of Mining Com-
panies. 2011/2012, and the section on what miners are saying
about the territory. Let me share three quotes thhaink are
important. The first quote reads, “The Yukon hag cocio-
economic assessment process for projects, elimgnatie du-
plicate federal process that other Canadian jwiigis have.
Creates more certainty around the process, exppwatand
timelines. Coupled with settled land claims, thiakes for a
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very favorable jurisdiction.” That was from the gident of a
consulting company.

Another quote is, “The current structure of the ¥uok
Regulatory and Permitting requirements are exemplahe
system is pro-exploration and although it looks fmutconser-
vational and aboriginal interests, does not mirglaation
companies in an endless stream of forms and apipls’
That was from an exploration company manager.

The third quote — and | think, although the shdrtissthe
most profound: “In the Yukon, mining is in the auk.” That
too was from the president of a consulting company.

Wellness Centre continue to experience increaseabets of
referral and programming continues to develop. Datbeing
collected to facilitate an evaluation for this pramg.

We recognize that these court-supervised programsea
pensive to run and | want to share that in my dismns with
those in the legal community, the anecdotal feekltbac get-
ting is that these programs are effective. We cdianhito
make the justice system better suited to indivislwgth FASD
by addressing the recommendations of The Path $ticdu
Access to Justice for Individuals with FASD Confere.
These recommendations include improving educatiod a

Mr. Speaker, | share these comments because | twant awareness, identification, forming, sharing andaldgthing

make the point that the Yukon Party made decisioneplace
the failed policies of the NDP and the Liberalshaitnes that
work and work well.

I'd like to use this opportunity to spend a few oties up-
dating Yukoners on what it is that we've accommishWe
have used our budgets to accomplish our platformneib-
ments to Yukoners — a platform that Yukoners chasehe
best to move Yukon forward. So let me share with yome of
the commitments that we made to Yukoners thawfdhin my
area of responsibility.

We committed in partnership with Yukon First Nation

and Yukon College to establish a law enforcemergeraorien-
tation program at the Northern Institute of Soclaktice to
prepare First Nations and women for careers in éaforce-
ment or in the justice system. In response, we aoted a pilot
project for a law enforcement career orientatiomgpam at the
Northern Institute of Social Justice, which weneath in the
summer of 2012.

In June 2005, in response to the ongoing challefgeb-
stance abuse, the Yukon Party government held iassef
meetings with community organizations and officialghich
resulted in the development of thiekon Substance Abuse Ac-

linkages, and developing specialized programmingj iaitia-
tives that provide a circle of support.

The research methodology to study the prevalence of
FASD and identify mental health and substance atssses of
Yukon’s adult corrections population has been dthfA num-
ber of meetings with the partners and stakeholtex® been
held. The proposed methodology reflects the catlacof in-
formation learned at the meetings assessing theorYskcor-
rectional and clinical landscapes. This approagresents a
careful balance between achieving clinically usefiaignostic
information that will benefit individual participés) the Yukon
Department of Justice, and broader research itseasthe
national level, while executing an operationallysd, efficient
and feasible research design.

In Justice, we have also implemented a new philogap
corrections that emphasizes the protection of thidi@ holds
offenders accountable and provides appropriate roypities
for rehabilitation. A report of the accomplishmeuwtscorrec-
tional redevelopment and implementation of the regisla-
tion is now being completed.

Since April 2012, WCC has offered programming oh-su
stance abuse management, cognitive skills, violpneeention

tion Plan. Our government has committed to continue to im-and anger management, spousal assault and sexXeacef

plement theYukon Substance Abuse Action Plan that focuses
on education, prevention, harm reduction, enforcgnand
treatment.

Within the enforcement pillar, the Department oftiie
established the SCAN unit which continues to erdothe
SCAN act and has seen an increased number of ciotspta
the branch over the last year. | would note thaASGs im-
plementing a new three-year strategic plan.

We've ensured that the arrest processing unit deduac-
cess to medical resources for individuals requithmgm. Nurs-
ing is available at WCC 16 hours a day, seven dayseek.
EMS checks in at WCC twice nightly when nursesrareon
staff. We've supported an Alcohol and Drug Serviaddiction
counsellor for the Community Wellness Court. Weéresured
that the Correctional Services staff in contracsedvices is
ongoing to support the Community Wellness Court."W¥/e
committed to support the Community Wellness Couartat-
dress specific social problems in the north suclsudsstance
abuse and FASD by emphasizing individualized couders
and supervised treatment.

Funding for the Community Wellness Court has been e

tended until the fiscal year 2014-15. The court duodtice

management to 152 offenders. We have also implesdetie
Victims of Crime Strategy and theVictims of Crime Act. The

plan for supporting victims in all Yukon commungibas been
developed and is being implemented.

| can report that staffing is near completion foe thew
RCMP specialized response unit that will bettempoesl to
sexualized assault and domestic violence. A perdooa
framework has been established for this initiative.

The Victims of Crime Act that passed in the spring of 2010
has been supported with a number of public educatitia-
tives outlining information on how victims of crimbave
rights.

A victims of crime emergency fund, including emergg
cell phones, has been implemented to address sdntiee 0
emergency aspects of being victimized. We've insgsh cor-
rections infrastructure that supports the prinaptd public
safety and offender accountability, such as thdaogment
facility for the Whitehorse Correctional Centre.

You are aware that the new Whitehorse CorrectiQuead-
tre opened in March 2012. As | just mentioned, tigioJustice,
Whitehorse Correctional Centre represents a nelesgphy of
corrections that emphasizes the protection of thdig holds
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offenders accountable, and provides appropriaterpities
for rehabilitation. In other work, we have implenteshthe rec-
ommendations of the Internet Safety Advisory Cornenitto
ensure Yukoners are protected from cyber crime latetnet
predators.

Over the last year, | have had two opportunitiegdoto
Winnipeg: first, when | was at the heritage ministeneeting
and, second, for the National Aboriginal Women’sm@uit.
During both visits | spent time with the staff am&nagement
at the Canadian Centre for Child Protection. Thekwitis
team does nationally is incredible.

Following those visits, | spoke with constituentada
friends about child protection, education and awess about
the on-line world. A very good friend of mine hastchildren
— Chance, who is eight, and Lorelei, who is sixe3d& two
incredible kids, like many others, including my owhildren,
play sports, ride horses, go for hikes and ridedilBut they
also spend time using a computer. So kids like Caahorelei
and my boys Jack and Kyle — like many other kidsfaee
new challenges that we as children did not.

Under the Department of Justice, we've just entéméa a
three-year agreement with the Canadian Centre lidid ®ro-
tection to build awareness of thevw.cybertips.cavebsite. On
this website, people can report cyber bullying lioe-exploita-
tion and luring of children, and learn more abonteinet
safety.

Also within Justice, Mr. Speaker, we've engagedtHia-
tions and the public in the oversight of the policece by cre-
ating the Yukon Police Council. The Yukon Policeugail
was created in February 2012, when | appointedrambers
to that council.

The creation of the council was a recommendatiothef
2010Sharing Common Ground report. I've met with the coun-
cil a number of times following their appointmehtan report
that we have a solid group of dedicated individwatsking on
this council and I'm very pleased with their wohus far.

A new process for developing policing prioritiessHzeen
established. This fall, the Yukon Police Counciligiot public
input into their recommendations on policing pties via tar-
geted letters, newspapers, Alcohol and Drug Sesvacel web-
site information. In addition, the council hostegession where
First Nations, stakeholders and service providezsewnvited
to provide their insights and recommendations ditiog pri-
orities in Yukon. Recommendations from the Yukonlideo
Council were submitted to me last December.

We have also utilized an independent civilian agettc
investigate serious incidents involving the RCMBeTYukon
Party government signed an agreement with the #dbSeri-
ous Incident Response Team, who will act as anpieddent
civilian agency to investigate serious incidentgsoiming the
RCMP members in M Division. This was a recommerwtadf
the 2010sharing Common Ground report.

Something that is a priority to me as a ministethwhe
support of my colleagues, is continuing to explopions to
create safer communities. The first year of fundivas pro-
vided for a four-member RCMP specialized responsé or
SRU, to provide an effective response to domestierce and

sexualized assault. The SRU is close to being &ttffed and
the performance framework has been developed tsunethe
results of that unit.

I'm also very proud to mention that a new community
safety award was created in July 2012 to recogunitieens
who make significant contributions to communityeggfin the
territory. I'd like to extend my most sincere apgation and
again congratulate the 11 winners that were anrexlirc Sep-
tember 2012. The creation of the award was alsrammen-
dation of the 201@haring Common Ground report.

SCAN has collaborated with partners such as theoWuk
Liquor Corporation and RCMP on efforts to addrdsgal
activity and associated harms. Following a compnsive in-
vestigation, the department was successful iniriss &pplica-
tion to the Yukon Supreme Court for a communityesabrder
to stop illegal activity on private property in Weélorse.
SCAN is working with an ambitious three-year stgiteplan,
is fully operational, and continues to carry ogtritandate with
over 50 actions taken to address illegal activitypooperty in
Yukon.

Mr. Speaker, this is the first year of implemertatof the
Yukon prolific offender management team, in parshgr with
the RCMP, the federal prosecutor’s office, Kwarllun and
the Council of Yukon First Nations Health and Sb8arvices
that ensures strict supervision and timely intetioms for
high-risk frequent offenders. A three-year evalmatwill con-
tinue through 2012-13, and a preliminary analysigort will
be prepared reflecting the first year’s results.

I am very proud that Yukon is working with the gowve
ments of Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Cantaae-
spond to the unique challenges of policing in thehn

Yukon has negotiated a new 20-year territorial qgeober-
vice agreement, signed March 2012, which refldotsunique
nature of policing in the north and includes pravis for cost
mitigation and harmonization of RCMP standards wist
practices or new Yukon legislation.

We were honoured to host the national SymposiurR@n
licing in Northern and Remote Canada to share ntiresearch
and innovative community safety models, which wdlp in-
form and shape the response to the unique chableofgeolic-
ing in the north.

The Department of Justice is continuing to resptnjis-
tice-related needs of children who witness domegtitence
and other forms of victimization. Federal fundiray the for-
mer Our Way of Living Safely program, or the OWLStia-
tive, ran out and new funding and information retato na-
tional best practices has resulted in a new prog@arassist
children called Lynx.

The Department of Justice is conducting a revievthef
coroner service including a review of teroners Act. Vari-
ous options are being considered that will besttrttee needs
of Yukoners.

The Department of Justice is also working on legish
that would institute a service for the automaticateulation of
child support payments following changes in theome of the
parent paying the support. The service is availableight
other jurisdictions. As we announced in 2012, we\&orking
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on modernizing the legislation relating to the lditliés process
to utilize technology and to improve the timelinegdransfer-
ring land titles. Immediate fixes to improve eféiocy have
been completed; an inspector was appointed undeacth to
review the processes in the Land Titles Office, arahy of the
recommendations from her report have been implezdent

Discreet changes have been made to the legisladiuah,
improvements have been made to the supporting cemplat-
form. A full-scale modernization of the land titlesgime in
Yukon is now underway. This will be a three-phasejqzt,
which includes a scoping phase that began in Magd® and
includes retaining legal and technical expert agvibe prepa-
ration of discussion papers, stakeholder consaltand option
identification.

The development phase, including new legislati@hecs
tion of a new computer system and a review of mssrproc-
esses by a business and functional analyst is awsdatt in
2013 and to be completed by March 2014.

Implementation, which entails implementing new &by
tion and installing a new computer platform and business
processes in the office, should be complete byathef 2015.

| have also been very busy in Tourism and Cultsrevall.
We've established Culture Quest as a permanent felve
maintained the arts fund and the arts operatingl,fuvhich
support groups such as Yukon Art Society and thkoYiuFilm
Society. We have developed a public arts policintorporate
Yukon art for new public buildings.

There has been a renewal of the three-year leas®-ag
ments with the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce ded t

Yukon Arts Centre for the Old Fire Hall.

The Department of Tourism and Culture continuesup-
port programs, such as the touring artist prograch the ad-
vanced artist award, to provide assistance to viand per-
forming artists to enable them to conduct tours emmipete in
southern markets.

As minister, | recognize the important role thatsaand
culture play in contributing to the social and emaic life of
Yukon. The department will continue to provide afmice to
the arts and cultural organizations and Yukon ants We will
also continue to promote exhibits, concerts, fastivand mul-
ticultural events and programs.

The Department of Tourism and Culture has workeith wi

the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations to develapnew
Champagne and Aishihik cultural centre in Hainesctlan.
For anyone who has yet to visit the cultural ceritfe an in-
credible venue for that town.

An important responsibility that | have as minissed the
Department of Tourism and Culture promotes is asirg to
work with industry, communities and First Natiomspromote
the Yukon tourism brand that markets Yukon as araatve
year-round destination. We've enhanced the margetih
Yukon as a quality travel destination through gehemware-
ness campaigns, especially in relation to Yukonlitional
markets in the United States, Canada and Européoilg so
we can promote affordable, domestic and internatiair ac-
cess to the Yukon Territory.

We also work closely with the Yukon Convention Baug
industry and Yukon communities to further promdte ¥ukon
as a choice destination for hosting meetings, cotimes and
sports events. We are able to utilize the tourisroperative
marketing fund to build partnerships with industhat im-
proves marketing efforts for both government arcihigiry.

Under Tourism and Culture we have also createddyat
development program to assist Yukon tourism opesato
developing and enhancing the quality of their patdand we
continue our efforts to make Kluane National Padeenacces-
sible to Yukoners and visitors from around the glob

These are very busy times in the Department of iSour
and Culture. | can report that tivekon Museums Strategy has
been implemented in collaboration with museumsstMitation
heritage and cultural centres, and community imetige cen-
tres. We also work with the City of Whitehorse ahd Miles
Canyon Historic Railway Society to promote the lepland
Yukon’s railway history. We support Yukon museurosen-
able them to run their operations and retain aath texperi-
enced staff. We work to further promote Yukon’'sisist and
musicians, including emerging artists, by suppgrtaneative
and entertaining venues for the benefit of visifoosn all over
the world and Yukoners alike.

Strategic initiatives continue to support Yukon'sritage
resource sector. We're exploring options to promdtéon’s
contribution to archeology and paleontology. Wedralyzing
investments in marketing partnerships, projectsypagns and
programs funded or delivered by Tourism Yukon. \We'r
strengthening and leveraging strategic partnershipise tour-
ism industry.

The Department of Tourism and Culture in conjunctio
with Yukon stakeholders continues to deliver a sieat and
compelling Yukon brand. We’re creating ambassadoreur
own stakeholders for the Yukon brand and uniqueoYiukx-
periences. We’re consolidating and maximizing tHeiency
of our marketing resources.

So, Mr. Speaker, Yukoners are smart people. Yulsoner
have elected the Yukon Party to govern this teawifor three
consecutive mandates. Yukoners know that the YuRarty
will deliver what the NDP and Liberals have provdey're
unable to do. Yukoners are smart people.

Speaker:  Due to technical difficulties with our micro-
phones, the Members for Mayo-Tatchun and Takhinyéar
King will be doing their presentations from diffatemicro-
phones.

Ms. White: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportu-
nity to speak to this year's budget.

Before | begin I'd like to share some thoughts dboy
riding, the riding of Takhini-Kopper King. It stidtes from the
banks of the Yukon River to the banks of Fish Lakel runs
along Mclintyre Creek. I'd like to welcome all neesidents to
the area; you've chosen well. My riding includeseth trailer
parks, four condominium complexes, an apartmentdingj,
single-family homes, army-era duplexes, new duggeresen-
iors complex, college dorms and cabins that ar¢heffgrid.
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We have Yukon College, which celebrates it% &@niver-
sary this year. We have the Yukon Arts Centre, BfPNegacy

For the second time in the introduction of her spe¢he
Member for Takhini-Kopper King has referred to annher —

that has just celebrated its"28nniversary. We are also home in this case me — by name and | would encouragetyae-

to the Whitehorse correctional facility, Softbaluikon, Takhini
Elementary School, Yukon College and the Takhirens. We
have thoughtful neighbourhoods and a diverse ptipalawe
have playgrounds, we have ice rinks and we havearoanty
gardens. We have paved roads, gravel roads andtiarpof
the highway. We have beautiful scenery with viewsf the
bluffs overlooking the Yukon River, and a bird’seeyiew of
the City of Whitehorse with mountain ranges as ekdeop.
We have trail systems that run right along Mcint@eeek,
along the bluffs overlooking both the river and tity. We
also have trails along Fish Lake Road. We even Ipavre of
the Mount Mclntyre ski trails, and we can’t forghe portions
of the Trans Canada Trail. We have a creek, we hatkands
and we have lakes. My riding is diverse and itdauiful.

I'd like to congratulate the Friends of Mcintyree@k for
receiving the Council of the Federation ExcelleicéNater

Stewardship Awardast Friday. Congratulations. That's very

exciting.

Mr. Speaker, | re-read my budget response fromyleat
and many of the same concerns exist. | love theovuknd |
love the people who choose to live here. It is wittople in
mind that | respond to this budget.

Again, we see a budget that supports and encouiages

dustry, but appears to have left most of the pdjmurabehind
— for example, people looking for affordable hogsiiRe-

member the much-touted affordable housing solutiba, de-
velopment of Lot 262? Remember the promise that tigw
partnership with industry would be used as an exanfqr

other government-held land? On November 7, 20Kl Yilkon

Party government issued a request for expressibmsterest
from the private sector for construction of affdstéa rental
housing on Lot 262, stating, and | quote: “privagetor exper-
tise and creativity [will] help government desigmetbest ap-
proach to move forward with timely private sectevelopment
of affordable housing.”

At that time, the Premier said, and | quote: “Thisreur-
rently no affordable private sector rental housbeing con-
structed in Whitehorse and our government intendaddress
that.”

On March 20, 2012, Minister Cathers told this Légise

Assembly that the Yukon Party government, and |teuo

“made the commitment to develop Lot 262 throughrenova-
tive approach that we have committed to. We hagega con-
ditions on that property, that it has to be devetbfor a certain
amount of affordable rental units.”

On March 27, 2012, Minister Cathers reaffirmed th

Yukon Party government’s commitment to affordabdeding.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Deputy Speaker (Ms. McLeod):
point of order.

Hon. Mr.
Speaker.

Cathers:

mind her that it's out of order to refer to any nimmby name
no matter what the context is.

Deputy Speaker: The Member for Takhini-Kopper
King, on the point of order.

Ms. White: I am also sorry. Thank you for the correc-
tion from the member opposite.

Deputy Speaker’s ruling
Deputy Speaker:  There is a point of order and the
member is aware of it. She may continue.

Ms. White: I'd like to thank the minister.
On March 20, 2012, the Minister of Energy, Mineg an
Resources told the Legislative Assembly that th&oruParty

government, “made the commitment to develop Lot 262

through an innovative approach that we have corethith. We
have placed conditions on that property that it tealse devel-
oped for a certain amount of affordable rental sihifThen

again on March 27, 2012, the same minister readfirnthe
Yukon Party government's commitment to affordabteising

on Lot 262. As he told this House, “A minimum num lmé

affordable housing units developed as a resulhaf énd de-
velopment.” We carry on into April of 2012.

On April 10, the minister again promised affordabtais-
ing on Lot 262 and told this House — and | quot&‘e“expect
the development of this lot — hopefully by a yesonfi now,
perhaps even later in 2012.” Then, sadly, on Mag®,2, the
Yukon News reported that the Lot 262 affordable housing
scheme had failed to attract private bidders wglito provide
affordable housing on the site with no governmeipipsrt.

Now we know that that isn’t exactly true; we knohat
there weren't sufficient incentives for private irstiry to tackle
the housing crisis on their own because of how femders
were received, but we do know two tenders wereivede We
don’t know why the two companies that bid were sefili One
of those companies planned to build 100 affordadah¢al units
that they would then manage and maintain for thet A&
years. They offered to pay $100 to tackle the hasirisis
head-on and they were rejected. Can you imagine 8@
affordable rental units would do to today’s housicgsis?
Imagine 100 homes for people to live in that werthiw the
affordable guidelines. Then in February of this rygae lot
formerly known as “Lot 262" resurfaced under theneaof
“Lot 1547” and guess what? The land was up for ealan as-
is basis with no requirement for affordable housifige asking

eprice: $615,000. The deadline for applications Masch 22 of

this year and that process ended today at hoonanitmvelope
opening. Gone is the commitment to develop Lot @@k an
affordable housing requirement.

With rental vacancies sitting at 1.5 percent, thekoh

Mr. Cathers, on a Anti-Poverty Coalition, the City of Whitehorse, tamber of

Commerce, the Chamber of Mines, First Nation gowesmts

Thank you, Madam Deputy and others continue to raise the lack of housing agrious

priority. Here we are still waiting for a housinggategy from
this government, a housing strategy that has deatelines
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and goals. Some good initiatives were announcettien2012
Budget Address last year. They included land-bassstment
and the Yukon Archives cold storage expansion ptojem
wondering what happened to them?

Regarding land-based treatment — drug and alcdhudea
continues to plague Yukon citizens. This year warteof
planning for the new Sarah Steele Building but rention of
the land-based treatment that was mentioned laat Wince
last fiscal year, what has happened with the laamkld treat-
ment program? Is Jackson Lake, which sits in adegsial
neighbourhood not even on the bank of the lakd, lsting
pushed by this government? Have they received teddfsom
all First Nation governments? Have current progremesn
investigated? Whatever happened with the planningdesign
work of the new cold storage vault up at Archives?

Last year the Premier spoke of Yukon's history dnel
importance of its protection. “This much needed kvaill en-
sure the long-term preservation of Yukon’s preciaunshival
heritage that captures not only the personal starierukoners
who have helped to shape this great territory,distd houses
many legal records defining Yukon's economic andiao
growth.” | wonder if Yukon’s history has any lesalwe or is
any less vulnerable than last year. What's supptsdthppen
until it happens?

And about this year's budget, I'll start by talkingout the
gross domestic product numbers the governmentaadpof.
The GDP numbers do not speak to the growing gaywemat
rich and poor in the Yukon. The numbers this gorent will
not be talking about are the numbers that mattest tmomany
of my constituents — numbers like what they maka iweek
when they work for the service sector, or the weat the rents
that they're supposed to pay are far, far abovet wgheonsid-
ered a median rent.

ward with that? How do we make sure that no Yukaoyets
left behind?

There has been little growth in our own-source nexes
relative to total revenues. The Conference BoardCahada
points to the public service sector as the soufcgtability in
the Yukon’s economy. In this year’s budget, ondative we
have been waiting for has been released — the cdrafer
strategy. | am pleased to see the document besrgdty the
government. We know that comments are welcome emlitaft
strategy until the end of May.

We would like to know more about the governments e
pectations for their water strategy. At first glana couple of
big issues are apparent to me in the water stratagystry is
to be ensured access to water. “Ensured” — it'sgawiord.
The strategy reads it will promote sustainable Bsemotion is
a weak and vague action that demands nothing afsitng
What demand will be made of industry in exchangeaftzess
to Yukon's water?

Industry is to apply best management practicetsinse of
water. Industry is by far and away the biggest piaé user
and polluter of water, with the greatest poterttiaimpact wa-
tersheds. Best management practices in the past lbeen a
moving target set by industry. Faro is an examfla onine
that operated in compliance with the regulationthefday. Is it
an example of best practices today? | hope not.

Responsible water management must include cleaeand
forceable standards set by science on a waterséredvater-
shed basis. Given that water is critical to ale lifve are all
stakeholders. We look forward to an ongoing, opeth tans-
parent process with the Yukon’s water strategyoAdnote in
my first reading of the draft water strategy are tbng-term
goals that indicate petroleum as a new resourc®rsethis
flies in the face of the Yukon Party governmentléibg LNG

When | attended the Commonwealth Parliamentary Assas a transitional fuel.

ciation conference in Sri Lanka last year, onehaf presenta-
tions that | remember the best was from a reprasieat of
Jamaica, and his take on GDP was very interestiegsaid, “I
come from a Third World country, but we’re happy this
country. | can travel around and | can stay atsimallest bed
and breakfasts and | have access to wireless bitéiWe have
medal winners at every Olympics and we are happie”
thought he was going to write his speech when he@ohe
hotel in Sri Lanka. We were staying at big hotelsd he said
he was surprised when he found out that, at a bigl Hike
that, you would have to pay for the Internet. S® point was
that gross domestic product isn't everything, thatmetimes
the happiness of the people who live there hasttaken into
account. | wonder right now how happy we are; | d@mhow
happy the people who struggle on a day-to-day lzasis

It turns out that the Minister of Environment igy&appy.

Transfers from Ottawa have doubled in the pastddrsy
There has been little change to our dependenceederdl
transfer dollars and little diversification of teeonomy. There
has been little progress on addressing the grogamy

In the last budget we heard about a social inclugim-
gram, and in this budget we haven’t. So where dogwédor-

I'm thankful for Yukon’s engaged citizens. Withatltem
the wind studies could have been buried forevemdAfiower
is a viable part of a coordinated renewable enstggtegy. |
had the pleasure last week of attending the pubketing on
wind.

It was fascinating to know that in two years’ timeith
concerted effort, we could have a full-blown wiratrh. We
could have a wind farm so viable that it could aegl diesel
generation during the low water flows of winter. Kimow that
wind is an option to replace our dependence orilfasss in
as soon as two years is astounding to me. | spdie the
Yukon Energy representative there and was toldttieat actu-
ally follow the policy directed by government in are they're
going. | was asking about the LNG and | was toldt tthey
were going to replace one turbine out of seven &ithLNG
turbine. For that, we are going to have a storagtem —
we’re going to have all these new things come ®ot#iritory
for one turbine. | asked how soon that turbine wde on-line
and he told me two years. Two years; it's the sasevind.
Even if we had to go right now and have 12 monthdata on
wind — so we added one extra year — in one exte, yie-
stead of transferring over to another fossil fued, could be on
renewable energy; we could be on wind. Imagineratdey
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that uses renewable energy more so than foss.flrehgine a
territory that doesn’t use diesel generation inwlieter. Imag-
ine it using wind power.

Mr. Speaker, this government needs to get withtithes.
Climate change mitigation and adaptation requietowget off
fossil fuels sooner rather than later. I'd likes®e us concen-
trate on wind as opposed to an LNG turbine thabi®g to be
replaced. Yukon is rich in engaged citizens. Tisathie one
growth area this government can take credit foopRe are
coming daily into the Legislature and they're ontthe streets.
They're protecting our democracy; they're livingnan rights;
they're protecting our sacred wild places.

busyness of it. We certainly appreciate his effater the
years as well.

They have a number of things planned over the cgmin
year that are very exciting for our neighbourhcart] I'm very
enthusiastic about the work they will be doing tvance some
of these projects. Of course, one key thing that @opper
Ridge Neighbourhood Association does is to adnenishe
FireSmart program for our neighourhood, which istaialy
very appreciated. | know folks in the neighbourhedtb walk
their dogs or go for walks in the woods certaintpieciate the
Firesmart activities that have taken place.

As | said before, Damien Burns is the FireSmartrdioa-

After nearly 11 consecutive years in power, Yuksner tor for the neighbourhood, and he does some fantaairk,

want to know when the Yukon Party government wildgess
the lack of affordable housing. They want to knotew they’'ll

get a fair return on their non-renewable resour€asy want to
know when a plan to create jobs in rural Yukon amaking

inroads on the fly-in/fly-out status quo will changrhey want
the long-standing capital project mismanagemengdfixvith

this government. They want the government to stepldting

in the land use planning process. They want to ras in the
system. They want to know when the repair is génbappen
to the damaged relationship with First Nation gowveents.
They want to know when the overuse of the courteetolve
conflicts will stop. They want to know when we’llave for-

ward on social inclusion. They also want to knowewltwe’ll

start placing the tourism dollar on par with anusulialization
dollar.

selecting areas for contractors to do the FireSadivities.

Another thing the association has done and has begn
successful at over the years is the developmettteof.azulite
park, which actually falls into the Member for Wétibrse
West'’s riding, but given the fact that it's right ¢he border,
it's important to my constituents as well, so | eidnt to men-
tion it. The work done by the previous board of thepper
Ridge Neighbourhood Association really focused twat park,
and it's really come a long way over the years.ré&his still
some work to be done, and | know that the boaidterested
in seeing some actions being finalized at that.park

Another very interesting one is the Winze fielditaiza-
tion. It's an open field that belongs to the Citiy\Whitehorse
and is zoned in their official community plan asli recrea-
tion. There are a variety of views on that particidrea. Some
folks — a number of folks, actually — would like t®e an

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a pleasure for me to rise today outdoor hockey rink there, if possible, and othames interested

to commend this budget to the House and to spdateabit
about what it holds in store both for my departraegmdd my
riding. I'd like to begin by discussing a littlettabout my rid-
ing, Copperbelt North, and some of the people viw® there
and some of the things that are ongoing curremlyour
neighbourhood that | think bear repeating in distrs of this
budget.

First of all, I'd like to thank the Copper Ridge iyebour-
hood Assaciation for their work so far in playingde in the
lives of Copper Ridge residents. Of course the@aton has
been around for a number of years and it has ekisasically
on the efforts of a few select people. I'd obviguste to thank
those people who have been involved throughoutydaes. |
don’t have a comprehensive list of all the memlblersughout
the years, but | do know that the outgoing predidenas she
stepped aside last year — was Jessica Bryantikkdtd thank
her for her time as the president of the Copperg®id
Neighbourhood Association and I'd like to thank thewly
elected board for taking the time to put their narfeward
and participate in their neighbourhood development.

Those folks are Josh Clark, president; Ryan Kinneg-
president; Lila McConnell, secretary; Yesh Shartnegsurer;
Damien Burns as the FireSmart coordinator, and Btrigel is
the past president, who is staying on. Phil has like vice-
president of the Copper Ridge Neighbourhood Assiocidor
10 years now, | think, and he is finally steppiregk from the

in, basically, any sort of recreational usage thatay be able
to provide. So | know that the association will werking on

that in the year to come, and | look forward toyiong what-

ever support | can to help that group along, bathha MLA

for the riding and as the Minister of Economic Dieypenent.

They have indicated to me that they may be intedest apply-
ing to the community development fund for fundirny §ome
of these projects, so | look forward to seeing thergage with
the Department of Economic Development, and the ©@DF
fice, to advance some of those projects.

As | said, | think this is an excellent budget wavé pre-
pared and presented to the House. I'd like to conurig of
course, to the House, and I'd like to take a fewutes to dis-
cuss some key features in the budget that penteaicifecally to
the Department of Environment.

Although it's not a huge number, probably the mmstit-
ing piece of this budget for me is the creatioraofew camp-
ground in the territory. | know that not only mynstituents,
but a number of other MLAs have expressed to me tter
constituents have indicated support for creatinges camp-
ground in the territory. | think some of the sttitis around our
campground usage bear some discussion because dadh
that they are very well used, are very popular, thede is cer-
tainly a demand for the creation of a new campgdoun

The focus of the attention, when it comes to cammpgds,
tends to be within the two-hour radius of Whiteleors- basi-
cally, a two-hour drive from Whitehorse.
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With the population of our city growing and an ieasing
number of new Yukoners coming to the territory amaving to
the community, we have seen an increase in denanchip-
grounds. Obviously, campgrounds offer a very easy eon-
venient way for Yukoners to get out and experiethegr envi-
ronment. We live in a pretty fantastic area, atgrédntastic
territory, and an area that is great to get out awrglore.
Campgrounds offer one way that Yukoners can do that

The campgrounds that are most well-used are chrtain

those within the two-hour driving range of Whiteber While
we considered the possibility of potentially expagdsome of
those ones, we realized that many of them simgy’aiable to
be expanded, given their surroundings or the terfzat is ad-
jacent to them. For instance, Snafu, Tarfu, Foxe,.darsh
Lake, Kusawa, Wolf Creek, Laberge and Pine Lakeadire

that category of being within approximately a twauh drive
from Whitehorse or less. Some of them, as | sa&lrensimply
not going to be able to expand.

Of course, earlier this year, | had the pleasuraroiounc-
ing that we would be building a new campground @mebould
be on Atlin Lake. The site of the proposed campgdois a
112-hectare reserve on the eastern shore of Atkelat ap-
proximately kilometre 40 of the Atlin Road, whichjust north
of the British Columbia border.

It is an area that was originally identified in thegotia-
tions of the final agreements for the Carcross-Stadiirst Na-
tion and it was set aside as an area of particaiportance for
recreation, specifically, in this case, the deveiept of a
campground. The Department of Environment is in ¢bhdy
stages of gathering information and developing imieary
designs for the campground, but it anticipates thaitill fea-
ture approximately 45 campsites, a boat launchaatholck. The
money that is in the budget this year is $780,000there was
a small amount as well in the supplementary buftget last
fiscal year which went toward some of the plannimgatives
— some of the early stage planning that would altbis pro-
ject to advance in due course.

Some of the things we consider in the developmérd o
new campground are the recreational opportunitiegt are
going to be available to Yukoners. We are hopingntwease
opportunities for visitors and residents to promatéealthy
lifestyle and enhanced quality of life.

Public health and safety shall be considered antbrfad
into all campground design, construction and ofregatleci-
sions. A project risk assessment will be condua@ad risk-
management plans will be developed during the phann
phase. In terms of life expectancy, we know thatAllin Lake
campground should have a service life expectancgoofie-
where in the neighbourhood of 40 to 50 years. Mb&tukon’s
campgrounds, while well-maintained, are decadesRddjular
campground maintenance and facility upgrades \wiltdguired
to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience andotecprthe
government’s capital investment.

The campground will serve the entire Yukon popalati
80 percent of whom are located within two hoursvelrof
Whitehorse and will likely experience intensive ukging the
camping season of around four months in the sumAsewith

all campgrounds, it will be a seasonal operatiod wefill be
closed during the off-season.

Reports completed in 2002, 2008, and more recently
2012, have examined Yukon campground capacity, itiond
and use. In each report it was noted that campgrase is
increasing and that Yukon Parks campgrounds witino
hours’ driving distance from Whitehorse were oft¢rcapacity
for much of the summer.

I think members would agree with me and I’'m sure-co
stituents have raised with them before as well thase camp-
grounds within the radius of Whitehorse are verylawsed and
it's often very challenging to get a spot on wealenespe-
cially those busy camping weekends during the sum@iten-
times people have to resort to driving out in thiddte of the
week and parking their camper in the spot to hol®f course,
we encourage folks to only go to the campgroundenwvh
they're actually camping there, but as a resuthefpopularity
of the campgrounds and the significant level ofgesave do
know that it is a challenge to get a spot. We'rpihg that this
new campground will facilitate the growth of thatthat capac-
ity and provide a new opportunity for Yukoners &t gut and
experience their environment.

Another important factor about the location of thiew
campground is the fact that it's in very close pmaky to both
Snafu and Tarfu. Both of those campgrounds aré sagl be-
fore, very well-used and unfortunately, they're aihtoo well-
used. The design of those campgrounds is suchthbgt re-
spond kind of negatively to the significant usés i sensitive
area within a territorial park — the Agay Mene parkand the
impacts of boat use on a lake and of campers dyivim and
down the hill tend to degrade the area.

It's our hope that the new Atlin campground wilbpide
some relief of pressure on those two campgrouretsatte very
popular. So hopefully we’ll be able to take somehef pressure
off those campgrounds — not only the infrastructafethe
campgrounds, but the fishing resources in bothuranid Snafu
lakes. As members may know, Atlin is a very bigiyveeauti-
ful lake with tremendous fishing and we’re hopihgttYukon-
ers who go to that neighbourhood to fish will ch®ds fish in
Atlin Lake rather than Snafu and Tarfu, as we'vensén-
creased pressure on those two lakes.

There are a number of reasons why this location was

picked. As | said, it will provide some relief ton&u and
Tarfu, which have seen increased usage. It's a lmgutiful
lake with great fishing and it has an identifiedewe of a sig-
nificant size that will be sufficient to host arfgilarge camp-
ground.

As | said, the planning process has begun and ihen
process of beginning. We will seek input from Fixgttions in
the area, from the public and from stakeholdersl Bok for-
ward, as that development process goes forwardukmners
having an opportunity to provide their input. Wepest that the
project will have to go through the YESAB processtizat, of
course, will afford an opportunity for Yukoners provide
comments publicly.

One additional consideration before | turn awayrfrthe
Atlin Lake campground — and it was actually raiseday in
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the House in the form of a motion from the MemhmrPelly-
Nisutlin — and that was the need to develop a reci fish-
ing agreement with British Columbia for that lak@r most of
the lakes in the southern part of the territory,ve@e a recip-
rocal agreement with the Government of British @abia that
recognizes both provincial and territorial fishiigences for
those lakes that rest on the border or straddlebtiider. We
have such agreements for most of the lakes in dlghern
Yukon, but not for Atlin, so pursuant to the motirom the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, | will be writing my ct#dague in
British Columbia — the Minister of Environment teer to
pursue the process to develop a reciprocal fishigiggement
with British Columbia for Atlin Lake.

| did want to mention as well, on the topic of proical
fishing licences, the importance of the continuethtionship
between the Yukon Territory and the State of Alaskth re-
gard to reciprocal fishing licences.

| expect sometime, hopefully this week, we’ll haveno-
tion to present to the House supporting those ageats. We
know that there has been some activity in Alaskenyuting the
State of Alaska to consider whether or not theprecal fish-
ing licences with Yukon are of benefit to Alaskange of
course feel that they are. We think that both Adask and
Yukoners benefit from having those agreements ateland
— perhaps through a motion or some other means —wille
hopefully be able to express to the State of Aldkkawe sup-
port those reciprocal fishing licences and woukk lto see
them continue. | know that a lot of Yukoners enjgging
down, whether it be Haines or other places in Adagk go
fishing. 1 know that some Alaskans enjoy comingtie terri-
tory — whether it be fly fishing or other kinds fi$hing that
they do in the Yukon. There are a number of Alaskato
enjoy coming to the territory to fish. So we wilbgefully be
able to encourage the State of Alaska, and speltjfi¢the
Board of Fisheries, to continue those relationships continue
that agreement and reciprocal fishing licences betwour
territory and that state.

| would like to move on to another aspect in theldmt
I'm particularly excited about and was keen to semve for-
ward and that is a new program in the Departmerirnfiron-
ment we are referring to as the human-wildlife tiohfpro-
gram. The primary purpose of this program is tatig activi-
ties that manage and mitigate human-wildlife catdliin the
coming years. As we've seen, there is $75,000 gealin this
budget to support that program.

| think for a lot of Yukoners last summer was a difitan
eye-opener in terms of our awareness of the fattvie live in
a wilderness area and that we do have a significhahce of
encountering bears or other wildlife in our daydty lives.
Last year we had a significant number of bears +audy in
Whitehorse. | know that other communities in theitery did
as well. In part, this was due to the fact thathad a bad berry
year and grizzly bears had to come down out ohtleto seek
food and, in doing so, pushed black bears into tnaditional
areas like Whitehorse and other communities.

That obviously lent itself to a much higher ratehaiman-
wildlife conflict and unfortunately, as our lassoet — always

a last resort — conservation officers in some casesto Kill
or relocate a fairly significant number of bears.

This funding is aimed at trying to, as best we gamyent
some of those conflicts. It's broken down into thiections. |
don’t need to get into the details of the prograaneh— I'm
sure we will in debate of the Environment budgestsdntially,
the funding is aimed at enhancing public educatiod aware-
ness; improving public safety regarding human-fiddcon-
flicts; improving conservation officers’ capacity tespond to a
growing number of human-wildlife conflicts; reduginthe
number of human injuries and relocations or deathkarge
carnivores, such as bears, from human encounterxiated
with wildlife-human conflict; augment conservatiasfficer
capacity to develop educational outreach programshie pre-
vention and mitigation of human-wildlife conflicend to de-
liver those programs in collaboration with industtgmmunity
groups, First Nations and non-profit organizatiotiajs en-
hancing the sustainability of common cultural, seeconomic
and environmental values related to responsibldlifél stew-
ardship; and to promote and demonstrate the wisegsment
and conservation of important species of Yukon Nféd par-
ticularly bear species and other species that é&etiy come
into conflict with humans, such as wolves.

So it's my hope that this funding will give us thbility
within the department to have some capacity to gagaith
other groups and municipalities, such as Whitehdoseoordi-
nate our initiatives. Last year, given the sigmifit increase in
activity, our conservation officers were really roffi their feet.
There was a tremendous number of calls coming @ as a
result of that, they were providing services to ¥o&rs 24/7
throughout the summer, which obviously put stramtbem,
not only in their professional capacities, but kore they were
also getting calls at home. We hope part of thisding will
provide some capacity within the CO branch to raspto
some of these calls that are of a less seriougeatun don’t
demand a CO to go out to a home to visit someortiowt
significant need.

As well, it will give us the capacity to engage lwid new
group in town — a new NGO — whose name escapebuté,
believe the short form is WildWise, which is an N@&@t was
formed of representatives from both Whitehorse dmoin
Marsh Lake who wanted to take action. It was asyoads or-
ganization that wanted to take action to see thétoYiers were
really aware of some of their practices and enagrigareven-
tive actions to prevent human-wildlife conflict.

Another case where human-wildlife conflict is asuie —
and it's one that we've actually discussed befaréhis House
— is the work that government does in terms of engwng
wildlife-vehicle collisions on the highway. | knothat the
Member for Copperbelt South has asked questionstabis in
the past and we have had some discussions abausthBm
pleased to give some information about what webtingl this
year with regard to that issue. The Departmentrofitenment
and the Department of Highways and Public Worksehav
formed an internal working group with an aim touee wild-
life collisions over time. They've done some work ebvi-
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ously to date over the years but they are now diviimga much
more collaborative fashion by working together.

Some of the projects that they have looked at bamging
the use of road salt by the Department of Highvanys Public
Works as it was felt that the salt was an attractarcaribou
and led to an increased number of caribou beingherhigh-
way. This led to increased accidents so a pilojegtowas
commenced to look at the possibility of substitgtiithium
chloride as a replacement for road salt. Unfortelyat think
there was some resistance from the First Natidgherarea, the
Liard First Nation, as they felt that the lithiurhloride was
going to harm the wildlife or something like thap they
weren't supportive of it. Biologists were quite t@@n that it
would be harmless, but of course they respectedvitlees of
the First Nation in that case. Perhaps that is fungwe will
revisit again, whether or not we can switch awayrfrroad salt
on our highways and find an alternative that is latiractive
for large animals like caribou.

With regard to inventory and monitoring plans tésr in
the Fish and Wildlife branch, there are a numbepmiects
that are going to be underway in this budget. Rermost part,
they focus on inventory and monitoring. There Wil 36 pro-
jects of that nature this year, which of coursepsupour ongo-
ing population monitoring and harvest managemengams.

We publish as much of this work as we can on-larg] |
encourage anybody with an interest in it to revémme of that.
The work we’ve done in the previous years all tetodse pub-
lished on-line, and if folks are interested in gpecifics, they
can find the data on-line.

For this year, we have a number of projects plameéat-
ing to bison and caribou. The bison work relateth&oAishihik
wood bison herd and the management plan we dewtlieze
year for that species. Moose, sheep and elk areralthe
agenda as well. We're conducting surveys and mongro-
grams throughout the territory for those species.

As | said, grizzly bears are always a concern of dae-
cause of the fact that we've seen increased hunildiife/con-
flict. We're hoping that the funding that | mentexhearlier in
combination with our monitoring programs in the Saun
Lakes area will give us a better sense of the saidity and
the health of the grizzly bear population in theitBern Lakes
area.

We are confident that the population remains fdidglthy
in most other areas, but | think the area of cantkat we've
identified is the Southern Lakes area, given tlot flaat it's a
well-used area and there is a significant amourttushan ac-
tivity in that area.

Moving on to a different animal health issue — tlsar't
necessarily related to wildlife as much as it isndstic animals
— is some of the work we have been doing throughathimal
health unit of the Department of Environment. |ddocorrect
myself, actually — the animal health unit, of cayrserves
government corporately, but is housed in Environm8n it's
not just ours — we do share it with the rest of gogernment
departments. In particular, the Agriculture brarnchEnergy,
Mines and Resources liaises with the animal healthto pro-
vide services for the agriculture industry in teeritory. When

we began developing the animal health unit a fearyago, it
was certainly with a vision of increasing our dpilio manage
and handle domestic animal health issues and tbepgesent
possibility of disease outbreaks. The reality iattthere is al-
ways a possibility of animals getting sick, and wanted to
ensure that we had the capacity and the toolsabwvdéh those
challenges.

So as we have developed the animal health prograim a
have now hired, | believe, all the individuals weed to hire in
terms of staffing that unit, it has now come to attention that
we were lacking some of the key tools in that depant in
terms of the legislative tools under tAeimal Health Act. I'm
giving members a little bit of a glimpse into sohiag that
we’ll be announcing later this week, hopefully, g plan on
looking at theAnimal Health Act. We have discussed this al-
ready with First Nations and some stakeholdersr@hirpinary
consultations, but we’ll be asking the public fdreir view
within the next few weeks. Essentially, what weeird to do
there is provide some new tools for the animal theahit to
respond to possible events. The consultation psposkich
will begin shortly — as | said, hopefully withihe next few
weeks — will focus on five key issues: expanding sicope of
the act and the role of the chief veterinary offiaefining the
role of the chief veterinary officer in a more camlpensive
manner so that she — in this case it's a “she” -s- &atrong
sense, and Yukoners have a good sense of whableesrand
what kinds of services she provides; compensatioridsses
from an order under the act — something we’ll kising in the
consultations; the right process to appeal decisiand, of
course, penalties under the act as well.

So that's something I'm very optimistic about mayin
forward with. | think it's something we are certigiin need of
in the territory as we continue to grow and reatlzat, as with
anything, there is always risk, including risk witinimals as
well. We need to have the tools and the abiliteesi¢al with
the possibility of disease outbreaks and other tsvée that.

Speaking of that issue, another issue that | kreoef im-
portance to many Yukoners who hunt in the territeryand a
number of Yukoners who have come from outside of twor-
ders are fairly familiar with this issue — it’s tlolronic wast-
ing disease. It's a disease that has become, ungugly, fairly
widespread in southern Canada and in the northerited)
States. It's a disease that affects ungulates taisdai progres-
sive, fatal disease.

Infected animals show weight loss, listlessnesprafsion
and weakness and eventually die. It affects ddkr,neoose
and potentially caribou, which are part of the akfamily. |
don't believe there are any actual cases of carfitasing CWD
in the country, but | think that based on the thett they are a
cervid, they believe that caribou may be susceptiblthat. So
we’re considering proposing restrictions on the amior pos-
session of specific cervid parts and the ban omptssession of
hunting lures made with cervid parts. Those woaldude the
brain, the spinal column, urine — some lures ineobervid
urine to attract other animals.

This is an issue that has been raised by membetiseof
Fish and Game Association and is something thabelieve is
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one tool that we can hopefully employ to help pravbe po-
tential spread of CWD to the territory. Again, tiesomething
that | hope to be developing in the next severaksel have
had discussions with outfitters, with taxidermiststh hunters
and with First Nations about that particular actéomd that par-
ticular regulation development, and | think we’ra golid

ground in terms of moving forward. Hopefully we Wik in a
position to make some announcements about thdiemext
couple of months or weeks, depending on the process

| guess it's important to note, in that sense, welldn't be
banning importing meat; it's simply the parts oé dnimal that
carry the disease, such as the brain, the spitaimco— the
parts | mentioned earlier. Edible meat, most oftthehy por-
tions, wouldn’t be affected, nor animals harvestediorthern
British Columbia or the Northwest Territories. Basa we feel
that we have a very similar risk level as theyitls,important
that we coordinate those efforts.

One of the important roles that the chief vetegnafficer
in the animal health unit has played is providimgexcellent
point of liaison with the Yukon Wildlife Preservi.of course,
have spoken at length in this House about the Viél#reserve
and our support for that institution. We continhattsupport,
obviously, as the budget provides for the annugbett that
we provide to the Wildlife Preserve, so that’s coming.

My understanding is that the Wildlife Preserve amums
to be very successful. They had some significaritinae of
visitors last year. It's a unique wildlife park fegng 10 spe-
cies of northern Canadian mammals in their nataraliron-
ment, encompassing over 750 acres with variousralalabi-
tats. The Yukon Wildlife Preserve offers unparatewildlife
viewing and photo opportunities. The Yukon WildlPeeserve
Operating Society has been working with the depamtnsince
2004 in managing the facility. This year in the getdwe will
see $633,000 to the society, which provides trettlstopera-
tional funding that they require.

Last year we discussed in this House — and | belibere
was a motion to the effect — that the society bezanmember
of CAZA — Canadian Association of Zoos and Aquarsdn
which was an excellent step forward for them. They now
the only northern CAZA-accredited institution in rgala and
now one of, | believe, 26 other facilities in theuatry — so
certainly a very positive step forward for that amgation and
| would like to congratulate them again for that.

In terms of their plans for this year, | don't heaveletailed
understanding of what their vision is for this yebut | do
know that they have continued to access the contgdeivel-
opment fund and | believe they received some manepe
last cycle to develop a new snowshoe hare extsbitongratu-
lations for that. | look forward to visiting the gwerve again
this year to see how the infrastructure developnmest been
going.

The next topic | want to discuss is some of théoastthis
year and outlined in this budget for the Climatea@je Secre-
tariat. Of course, climate change remains a fodusues and
the Climate Change Secretariat has done a fanfaftiover
the years and has done some excellent work. Welrg ex-
cited about the nine projects that are upcoming) year. They

include a wide range of different permafrost andeotclimate
change adaptation projects. The total amount Speterms of
those projects is over $500,000, so it's a veryifigant in-
vestment that is being made in terms of increasingunder-
standing of climate change adaptation in the nani, of
course, it remains one of our priorities.

| don't believe | have time to get into the detaifsthe
other activities of the Climate Change Secretahat,| will say
that I'm very excited about what they’'ve got pladraad | look
forward to hearing from them their vision for thenting years.

As was mentioned earlier, water is always an ingyris-
sue for us. Last week we announced that we'll begyto pub-
lic consultation on our draft water strategy foe tlrritory. I'm
very excited about that. That was a commitment vaslanin
the election and it is something that has a sigaifi degree of
priority with this government. The investments that've
made to date are obviously significant and I'm dines Minis-
ter of Community Services will give us an underding of
some of the infrastructure investments related atew so I'll
focus a little bit more on the policy side with aed to the wa-
ter strategy. We're very excited about the oppatyuior Yuk-
oners to provide comments on the water strategyvesadn-
courage them to provide their comments presentig. Website
is up and running and available for the publicc¢oess.

Finally, the other key piece | did want to mentionmy
short time here is the beginning of constructiothef new con-
servation officer and wildlife technician buildinig Watson
Lake. | know that it's something that the MLA for atéon
Lake is keen to see go forward. The staff in tlegfion has
been operating in what can only be described astlhes satis-
factory accommodations up until this point, so loknthat
they're excited to have a new building and a neac@lto go
every day from 8:00 to 5:00. It's our hope thatt thiject will
proceed without issue and we're excited about {h@odunity
to provide a new building to the department offitm do their
work.

| see by your gestures that | am running out oktiso |
will wrap up by saying that | am very excited abthis budget.
There are a lot of excellent aspects to it thatqmi® our con-
tinued support of the environment and our contincechmit-
ment to responsible development, as well as a nupflaitia-
tives to be proactive in terms of gathering infotioa —
whether it be about fish and wildlife, climate charprojects,
or gathering information about water. We're tryitmy be as
proactive as we can to ensure that we have alinfloemation
we need to make sound, responsible, science-basgsianhs
with regard to anything that is going on in theaitery.

Seeing the time, | will cede the floor and commeiid
budget to the House.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | didn’'t anticipate being up to
speak this early in the debate, but it is alwaysopportunity
that | enjoy, to inform other members and the ganpublic
about my departments here in the government anpaitticu-
lar, my riding. My riding is Porter Creek North amdike to
think of it as Porter Creek North and Crestvievs the oldest
section in the Porter Creek subdivision. In fadhew | moved
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there in 1963, Centennial Street and Birch Streetewboth
parts of the Alaska Highway. I've been living inethiding

since 1963, | believe, with minor adjustments frgear to year
as the boundaries changed in the Porter Creek asemu are
well aware.

I'm very proud of the citizens who live in my ridjrbe-
cause the Porter Creek North and Crestview ridiag $een
probably more development on a per capita basis &frmost
any other riding in the territory over the last fgears. We've
had a fairly recent development in the old Stan bleén
Arena site where a number of condominiums and honese
built — a beautiful new section that was planned devel-
oped by the City of Whitehorse, which sold the lmtgprivate
developers — a very successful one. We also ha€Ctheus
Ridge development, which is just now coming intangeon
Wann Road in Porter Creek. We also have the hugeeuof
condominiums developed at the Porter Creek Madl. Sihere
has also been a great deal of infill throughouttéto€reek
North, as you are aware, as well as other PorteelCridings.
There has also been a change at the MacKenziesil adurt.
The trailer court was recently sold, and since thae we've
seen a condo development as well as moderatelgdtiomes
being built in that area. I'm sure all of these elepments will
be a great addition to the Porter Creek North anest@iew
riding.

Why | say I'm very proud of my residents, Mr. Spegks
because all of these changes required zoning chamgehe
city and they required input from the residentsttadt riding
before any of these developments could proceedh \bite
small exception, residents in the Porter Creek iNartd Crest-
view riding welcomed the development as part oégpanding
city and as part of a change, too, in the city’Bgyao go from
large country residential developments down to aentmm-
pact livable community. Porter Creek North and Gfiesv
residents have realized that and they've welcorhede new
developments.

| would also like to take the opportunity to addresfew
of the comments made by the Leader of the OffiCipposition
during her speech here today. Unfortunately, | haviead a
great deal of time to research all of the commshts made,
but a couple stuck in my mind and | wrote them doWre first
of which was when she talked about the social Biolu policy
— where is the budget and where are we going vdthasin-
clusion in the territory? Part of the briefing tmay department
gave to opposition members included some informatigth
respect to social inclusion, and was that the buigimcreas-
ing this year with the addition of some new staffe, but this
project was never intended to be a huge expendatigov-
ernment funds.

What the social inclusion policy was — and we state
during my comments when | first introduced it andany other
debate during Question Period or wherever withgesm so-
cial inclusion — this was an internal governmentj@ct. It
was an opportunity to ensure that the GovernmenYukon
itself, the individual departments, looked at a#wnprojects
through a socially inclusive lens, so that any newjects
would be looked to determine how is this goingrtgpact our

citizens and how is this going to impact the soicielusiveness
of our Yukon society. So it was never intended ¢oabbig ex-
penditure of money. It wouldn’t have got througti hlbat been
the case, because we have a number of other @dfedthave
great budgets that address that issue.

The project team is currently working on a monitgrand
evaluation framework for the strategy.

A great deal of interdepartmental work is takingqd to
evaluate existing social inclusion and poverty i initia-
tives and to propose new initiatives for the comymgr and
also well into the future. We're also doing addita work to
develop a social inclusion and poverty reductioditaand as-
sessment tool that will help to ensure inclusivenet new
YTG policies, programs and services. Now, | reattzie audit
and assessment will include statistics, and we koaw what
the Leader of the Official Opposition feels abaiattistics. Un-
fortunately, we will produce some of these liesindalies, or
statistics on her behalf because I'm sure thatdfden't pro-
duce those statistics on what is actually happemitiis, we'll
be berated severely for not producing them.

The second issue | noticed that the Leader of ttiiei&
Opposition had spoken about was the Beaton anch Aéport
and where we are going. We had this great directind | have
to tell you, Mr. Speaker, progress has been maee the last
few years and it continues to be made. In this budtpne, we
have an additional $740,000 for medical supervisiwrdetoxi-
fication. That was never done before. It will now Hone
through the Sarah Steele Building. It has requiredo hire a
number of new staff members, and it's something Wik be
up and running in a more complete fashion oncendve Sarah
Steele Building is underway.

Also, in cooperation with the Northern Institute ®bcial
Justice and Yukon College, we have been deliveitaiping
that focuses on gaining competency in the areaA8D-and
trauma-informed care. We have a number of protoicofgace
now with Whitehorse General Hospital. The cliniaastitute
withdrawal assessment is now used by both the detoxre
and the Whitehorse General Hospital, and protobated on
those scores indicate when clients should be tearesf from
detox to the hospital. The task force report alsmmmended
the need for improved cross-cultural awarenessnitrgi for
ADS staff and staff in other areas. As | said befdhis is one
of the things that we tried to do through the dwiliative train-
ing with the Northern Institute of Social Justidéikon Col-
lege, and my friend from the Justice departmentelt as a
number of other departments, have been involvetthah pro-
gram.

Things have been happening in addition to thisthe
spring of last year, Health and Social Services thedSalva-
tion Army began discussions about the Salvation yAgnex-
pressed intention to consolidate the programsont building
in the city and to expand their emergency shetientlude a
transitional housing program. We then proceedednidertake
those negotiations and, in August of last year, Siadvation
Army produced a concept paper to Health and S@zalices
outlining their vision for the project. A projega@m made up of
representatives from Health and Social Service&o¥Hous-
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ing Corporation and the Salvation Army signed affan out-
line on the role and responsibilities of the vasiaepartments
in supporting the project in the early stages. We going
ahead with that project. In fact, as recently &t l@eek, the
Premier and | met with senior members of the SelaaArmy
who came to the Yukon from Edmonton to further dsscthe
project. We are really excited about this projdttis is some-
thing that has been missing from our continuumaafding.

We have the shelter currently offered by the Saiwmat
Army. We see that expanded, but we also see aitioanzs
housing part of that same project.

So things are happening. | don’t want anyone tdeffie
with the idea that the department isn’t moving aodtinuing
to move on the Beaton and Allen report recommeaodati It
may take years to implement all of them properly, Wwe con-
tinue to do it.

leaders. We see this investment in keeping withobildren’s,

families’ and communities’ objectives of being hibgland one
that will reap immediate and long-term benefits. aVtwe do
need support because of health challenges, we teamtake
sure that we are using the most appropriate sexrwigth the
least intervention, the least cost, and the intetiea that will

keep Yukoners as independent as possible for @sdsermpossi-
ble.

Our investments in home care do just that: they keen-
ple out of hospital, they allow early dischargenfrexpensive
acute-care beds, they increase people’s abilityetbmanage
their care, and it supports our approach to comtyxased
care. This year alone we have included 429 additidollars
to home care in the territory — and this is all othe territory;
it isn’t only in the city or in the municipalitieft’s all over the
territory. It's in addition to a budget increasattlwe did last

The Budget Address by the Premier has already salich year and I'm sure this is something that we witKkat in con-

on a number of initiatives — everything from reptegc the
Alexander McDonald Lodge in Dawson City to replaestnof
the Sarah Steele facility here in Whitehorse. Heched on
enhancements to home care, increasing supportofadewith
disabilities and to families or parents with chddrwith dis-
abilities. He has also touched on achieving actagdn with

exemplary standing for the Continuing Care divisiarhich

also includes home care. He also talked about a&sang our
efforts to recruit and train family physicians andreasing our
support for international medical graduates. Wellso very
proud of the fact that we've substantially increhear support
to non-government organizations, and we're contigudiscus-
sions with a number of NGOs to provide ongoing supjn

the future.

There are other highlights to which | would like doaw
our attention. While this government continuesvsy signifi-
cant investment in core programs and services, ewvalso
committed to promoting wellness and doing what \ae ¢t
encourage healthy choices and lifestyles that iwiltease our
quality of life as we grow older. This budget indhs financial
commitments to continue with the wellness initiaiv Exam-
ples of activities undertaken to date include tlathways to
wellness website, the free weekly e-tips, develagna a
framework for tracking family and child wellnesstoomes —
and again, Mr. Speaker, | apologize to the Leadéhe Offi-
cial Opposition, but it will include statistical formation. We
want to have the statistical information becausewest to
know if these things are actually working. Theistats that we
provide will be thoroughly vetted by departmenticéls and
employees who have absolutely nothing to gain kgifug,
shall we say, the statistics. | am sure they wéllifteresting to
look at in the coming years.

I don't know if any of the members opposite, or nbens
in the House have had the opportunity to look atYlkoners
in the “Yukon Passions” video series, but it's asautely
wonderful series that | recommend if you get a ckao look
at them.

We have developed guidelines on healthy eatinglégr
cares, we are promoting healthy food and beveragescrea-
tion facilities, and we’re training adults to bedied for youth

tinuing years.

When higher level care is needed, though, we nedzbt
there and with the increasing population and theeasingly
aging population that we are experiencing herena Yukon,
we need to be responsible and plan for the long-teare beds
that we will need in the future. That brings me aoother
comment made by the Leader of the Official Oppositand
that was dealing with the expansion of the Whitebdgeneral
Hospital and what a horrendous thing this conckpt pras.

| just want to point out that the expansion plariha pro-
posal developed by Whitehorse General Hospitalthedoard
was developed by a hospital board that is veryesgnrtative of
the Yukon population. That board is made up oftHiation
representatives; it is made up of representatigesmmended
by municipalities in the territory; it is made upanumber of
community representatives, as well as governmemgl®mes
and any number of other organizations. It's broadfyresenta-
tive of the Yukon population. These folks on thatubtook the
time out of what I'm sure is a very busy schedwlevbrk to-
gether with a consultant to develop a plan thay tieét was
something that would see the Yukon through in teofnacute
medical care — not only for the next five yeard Oryears, but
they look 20 years and 25 years down the road.

As | said here in the House once before, it wasrecept
plan. The Leader of the Official Opposition seem®bé¢ of the
opinion that this is a plan that we're going to mout and im-
plement or the Hospital Corporation is going to aut and
implement tomorrow, and that's simply not the cadewe
didn’t do this type of planning — if we didn't aetlly take into
consideration community views through these rematiwes
— we would be taken to task for that. So they dojtb and
then they're taken to task for doing exactly wha would
have been taken to task for. I don’'t understand ttieight
process there, Mr. Speaker, but it was an exceliencept
plan. It was done in a number of stages and we gevarn-
ment, in cooperation with the Yukon Hospital Cogi@mn,
have the ability to implement part of that plan,nypgarts of
that plan, all of the plan or none of the plan, &mat decision
will be made in the years to come.
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One of the other things that this budget will sgemiajor
investment in replacing the McDonald Lodge in Dawstity.
This is also part of the future planning that igical when it
comes to the care of our elders, seniors and @idafilizens.

We are undertaking a feasibility study that wiltetenine
our long-term needs for care beds and servicegll include a
functional program for a new continuing care fagiliThat
whole feasibility study is currently underway andill pro-
vide some guidance or some information — dare lisayill
provide some statistical information for us toiaélin future
planning. The care that we provide throughout thele spec-
trum of our continuing care services is the beghi country
and that has been proven by the recent accreditegjmort that
we received. The outstanding level of performanue @rgan-
izational commitment by all staff in our organizatiwas also
recognized. Our home care and palliative care progrwere
also recognized when the accreditation with exergptand-
ing was approved.

My department is also committed to quality servieesl
continuing improvement and the dedication of thessf in
achieving this honour is a really good example haft tcom-
mitment. Programs and services that we providenateheap,
and they consume a healthy portion of our departelaily
spending.

As a responsible government, we are looking at idsate
very carefully on an ongoing basis. If we find tlaprogram
does not suit the needs of Yukoners, or if it's naeting the
requirements as set out by that program when it initiated,
we evaluate them and, if necessary, we make chamwgasni-
nate them.

Part of that will be apparent when we look at pemd
rates for people currently living in long-term céaeilities here
in the territory. The Yukon currently has the lowper diem
rates for long-term care in the country, except Kamavut,
where those services are free. Our per diems hiaeaahged
in more than 20 years, and the economics of pepple’sonal
incomes and their ability to pay for their care édashanged
substantially. We are considering what is a fail eeasonable
per diem rate for residents who make our long-teane facili-
ties their home. As the Premier indicated, the hewalth facili-
ties in Watson Lake and Dawson City are part of thaiew of
long-term care here in the territory.

I'd like to speak just for a couple minutes abdwe Audi-
tor General's report on the Yukon Hospital Corpiomt as
well as other circumstances that provide us withaofunity, as
| said during a recent press conference, to reaipmine the
efficiencies and the innovative approaches to conityiser-
vice delivery that we can achieve, not only in Waitehorse
General Hospital, but the Dawson City and Watsokellzealth
care facilities as well.

We are going to focus on a more integrated seinitieese
areas, one that considers the community-based agptbat’s
better grounded in an assessment of the commumiggss. As
part of the recent auditor's report response, | ghg that we
will be doing an assessment of the community nelath in
Watson Lake and in Dawson City, and we will usesthas-

sessments to guide us in how we staff and opehatd¢alth
care facilities in those two communities.

The government has also identified in this budg&Ra-
million one-time lump-sum payment to the Yukon Hitedp
Corporation toward the cost of financing their fooajor capi-
tal projects. Those four major capital projects #Hre health
care facilities in Dawson and in Watson Lake, theoQs
Ridge building that was recently completed and vations to
the Thomson Centre that allowed us to open a nuwibleng-
term care beds in that facility as well.

We see this $27-million one-time lump-sum paymenaa
opportunity to reduce the total interest cost ® ltospital Cor-
poration by approximately $12 million over the fulb-year
amortization of those loans. We see it as a wimasitn. The
government had $27 million that we could contribatel, as |
think the Premier put it, it's much like a persomovhas a
mortgage on their home who is allowed to make atone
lump-sum payment once a year or once every terrthaf
mortgage. We've taken the opportunity to provides thi27
million to the Hospital Corporation. It will trimhe O&M costs
of both of those hospitals as well because thelynait be re-
quired to service the larger debt.

We also are very proud of the fact that the depamtrand
the Hospital Corporation have increased their boltation to
ensure a sound debt-reduction plan for the corjporatVe are
also going to look at ways to reduce the overadit curve of
increasing health expenditures here in the tewitdys we
move toward greater community delivery and betigggration
between Health and Social Services, we must mafe that
our health and human resources are in place t@omesip our
user needs.

Access to health care requires having the mostogpiate
health professionals in the right place at thetrighe, doing
what they're best trained to do and working totttiell scope.
Having said that, we are also stepping up our &fftur recruit
physicians to our communities and we’re paying &pextten-
tion to supporting international medical graduatesas I've
said on a number of other opportunities — to adahigaeir full
licensing goal. That's why we have recently conelidan
agreement with the Alberta College of Physiciandg &ur-
geons, and we're looking forward to working withatlgroup in
assessing international medical graduates. Wese #dlking
about licensed practical nurses, registered nuresgsanded-
scope nurses, pharmacists, physiotherapists, otcoph
therapists, lab and imaging technologists, sociatkers and
any others — all who make essential contributiensur health
care system. We must ensure that we are usingttieits to
the fullest possible order, in order to increaseeas to health
services for all of our citizens.

To that end, we will be looking at the pharmacare- p
gram, we’ll be looking at an implementation plam ifictroduc-
ing nurse practitioners in various areas aroundehéory, and
we’ll be increasing our collaborative care apprqaghich of-
fers us a unique approach to using our health pereéiders in
a real team to improve patient care and making Umestof their
training — as an example, and as part of our implaation
plan, we now have a nurse practitioner working éntmuing
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care. Innovative approaches, more efficient sendeévery
and better use of our professional staff is nottéchto health
services only. Better integration between our lheaftd social
services is evident in implementing the changes fiioe Alco-
hol and Drug Services program review and the recenua-
tions of the acutely intoxicated persons at rigiore

Funding in this budget, for example, will includerther
transition to a medically supported detox — as I5a&d, this
includes implementation of a new staffing model additional
front-line RNs and LPNs to ensure safe and effectiare for
clients in withdrawal. It will include purchasindg new equip-
ment, supplies and pharmaceuticals and includéntpéemen-
tation of pharmacological protocols for when andvhoedica-
tions can be administered by nursing staff. Asid,sae’ll im-
plement the protocols to determine when clientstrhasent to
the Whitehorse General Hospital emergency room iamdll
also increase physician hours.

I would also like to make a quick comment about aair
ferred care clinic, which in the past has only eped on a 12-
hours-per-week basis. On a trial basis we found thea re-
ferred care clinic was an excellent opportunitghgage clients
who wouldn't always go to the hospital or, in someses,
would go too often to the hospital for a numbereadsons that
couldn’t be effectively dealt with in an emergerropm. The
referred care clinic will include a number of hbgitrofession-
als, including a doctor, nurse and a social workewill in-
clude a number of health professionals who will aag their
hours to 40 hours a week. The exact hours are eterrdined
yet. We will have a physician and these health panéession-
als there on an on-going basis and we will attetopedirect
patients with complex problems or a multiplicity pfoblems
that can't be effectively dealt with in the emerggrroom.
Those are the people we would like to see combkisa¢ferred
care clinic. | think over the next year we will gbe use of that
clinic expanding greatly, and hopefully we’ll hawe corre-
sponding reduction in the use of the emergency rabrthe
Whitehorse General Hospital.

These are some of the specific highlights for thepdt-
ment of Health and Social Services that | woule lig share at
this time. There are a number of other things haioge one of
which | am very proud, and that is the additior5a00,000 to
the parents of children with disabilities. Thisdasgroup that
provides supports for their children and often,suse of the
fact that their children require almost daily swyi&on and
care, many times one spouse is not able to workusecthey
spend their whole time looking after a child withdigability.
Sometimes even both are unable to work. | am vappi to
see this addition for these parents because | thimkonger we
keep these children in their homes with their pietie better
it is for the children and for society as a whole.

We are also working in concert with the Yukon Haogsi
Corporation to further reduce the red tape and dexity of
the process where you have to go to one departimewrk on
capital improvements and you go to another for smalip-
ment or for general maintenance. We're trying tsbme all
of these things so that these people whose lives/ery busy
right now don’t need to be chasing around the guwent to

have services provided for them. We hope to be tblen-
nounce something in the very near future that sbimgthas
been worked out between Yukon Housing Corporatimh the
department that will alleviate those problems.

| look forward to more discussion during debatetlod
budget in Committee of the Whole and hopefully v# able to
explain or talk about many of the other things thiatre doing
in the Department of Health and Social Services.

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, it's a privilege to rise today
representing the constituents of Riverdale South speak to
the budget speech that the Premier, the MinisteFinénce,
presented last week.

As with the other members speaking before me, Ilgvou
like to talk a bit about my riding of Riverdale Sbult is pri-
marily residential, with a wide variety of housiraptions.
There are apartments and all levels of apartméi®t There
are homes, many with the original homeowners tilhg in
them. There are many new families. | see them edayygoing
by, pushing their strollers and out for walks. W/ the sin-
gle-parent family units on Nisutlin Drive that weceeated by
Whitehorse Housing — a welcome addition to thisnggd and
the neighbourhood has tried to make them feel weadcalso.
There is an apartment that houses seniors, who nmare
neighbours. We have row housing that has been newty
verted to condos, which, unfortunately, displaceths families
and individuals from affordable housing they cooidnage. |
also have five schools, and | expect we will helotaf ques-
tions in the coming days on a couple of those.

There are small businesses, restaurants, neightaadirh
pubs, a dance studio with more than 600 registstedents, a
fitness centre and daycare centres.

There are larger businesses, including a grocerg st his
is a busy riding, with many coming to it to atteswhool, after-
school programs, to visit our businesses, to acitesd/illen-
nium Trail, the skateboard park and to visit, ia stummer, our
fish ladder and Chadburn Lake, or the ski trailgvinter. It is a
busy riding and one | am proud to represent.

This is my second Yukon Party budget that | haw the
privilege to scrutinize. | thank the Minister of &lth and So-
cial Services and apologize ahead of time if | naigew things
that he has presented today that | had not heasgen in the
budget documents.

After 11 years in power, the public is tired of fieg the
same Yukon Party government employing the same
proaches. This was clear in the Budget Addressmfiloys the
tactics of divide-and-conquer and picks winners #&ogkrs,
rather than listening to all views and trying tadicommon
ground on which to move forward.

There is another way. There is another option,thagub-
lic has woken up. The Yukon public is writing letedemon-
strating, making their voices heard. They are wotent to take
the government’s word on everything. They are mepared to
give the government a blank cheque.

This government can count on the public to be watch
very carefully, and the public can count on the NDold the
government accountable, challenge them, and tagetlssues

ap-
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that matter out to Yukoners and to listen to thewh their opin-
ions.

| decided to look at what | said last year. | read re-
sponse to the speech, and | must say that | coaNé Btood
here and just about re-read the same thing. | lia@esame
concerns about the same issues in this 2013-14ebudg the
legendary ballplayer and manager Yogi Berra sdits téja
vu all over again.”

| reviewed last year’s budget speech, and | coultalp
but note that some of the same announcements wade,m
word for word.

If that’'s not proof of a tired government, | dorkhow
what is.

Last year's budget highlights included resourceriaba
with First Nations — something discussed today myQues-
tion Period. It talked about planning for a majotdcstorage
project for Archives and money to address defidenaat
Yukon aerodromes. Some of these budget speech ac&ou
ments never saw the light of day; others are aatept last
year. My colleague, the Member for Whitehorse Genlas
spoken of the Official Opposition’s problems withist budget.
It is a record amount of money and there are gapermrditures
within it — some of them I'm very pleased to heldnfortu-
nately, we see no progress in addressing manyedstues that
we heard when we listened to the citizens from @dothe
Yukon on our recent community visits. This govermmbas
made little progress at all in creating affordabtaising. We
see no interest in tackling some of the major issared chal-
lenges that will be difficult in leaner times, lik@verty reduc-
tion, renewable energy projects, and action onrdéfole hous-
ing.

We are still waiting on a concrete housing stratéupt
will address the needs of the homeless in ourtéeyriIn the
last year, there have been many announcementsoamal [o-
jects started, but we have not seen any new beeisedpthat
address this ongoing problem. Instead, people moatio find
shelter at the Salvation Army on mats and bunk bieds
crowded conditions, or they couch-surf with friemadamilies,
or live in hidden places in our communities. Yukané&ave
been asking for a strategy that addresses housstg FPublic
meetings in the last year and conferences andegsms that
have occurred over this have shown concrete exangblaow
housing first works and how it could be appliedHis territory.
Today, and starting tomorrow, we have two confeesne- one
on tiny houses and the other is the Northern Hgu§ionfer-
ence. These are good things. These are groupsédcooss the
Yukon coming together again to speak about houairdyhow
we make it available to all Yukoners.

| don’'t see homelessness addressed in the budgehawé
heard of planning for new Salvation Army facilitigsit is that
the best plan? Is that what we want? |s that whitoviers are
asking for? Where is a plan that has measurabfetaand is
evidenced-based? Other levels of government irYthien are
making this a priority. NGOs are trying to addréssse con-
cerns and provide support to Yukoners. The Offi€gposi-
tion in our offices are constantly meeting with anearing
from individuals, groups and families who are sglirgg to

find affordable and appropriate housing. With relebigh me-
dian rents and ongoing low vacancy numbers, pecphtinue
to experience difficulty finding appropriate houginl hear
from citizens and workers wanting to live here tmttirning to
other provinces due to lack of affordable or, faattmatter, any
housing.

My colleague for Takhini-Kopper King spoke already
about the great failure that was Lot 262, or noferred to as
“Lot 1547”. This was the innovative approach to \pding
affordable rental units. It was announced last yeih great
fanfare, but now, quietly sold off with no promiskaffordable
rentals. In the meantime, housing and condo saegpremain
at an all-time high and out of the reach of too yn#okoners.

For many Yukoners, paying the rent becomes theifyrio
over putting food on the table. The Whitehorse FBadk has
seen a steady increase in its numbers to now g2€0 lindi-
viduals a month requesting food. When they rectoed, they
only receive food for three days, so who knows Howg
they're going without? This essential communityvesr con-
tinues on the strength of volunteers and commuityations.
The same goes for church-run soup kitchens thaedamilies
and individuals on weekends. In a prosperous ecgnewery-
one should benefit. Individuals and families — hasarking
people — should not have to depend on these ssruiceut
food on their tables in front of their children. &e are the
struggling Yukon families and individuals we heamh.

The Minister of Health and Social Services talkdubia
increased funding for children and families withldren with
disabilities, and I'm glad to hear that because nbelber of
children with disabilities receiving services thgbuFamily and
Children’s Services and Adult Services continuegge. What
is missing is the long-term planning, the birthdieath plan-
ning and funding for residential services, for gaggrams, for
professional training, group homes and approveddsomhese
numbers are not going down; they are only goingTinere are
plans somewhere on a shelf that identified what gbeern-
ment needed to do and to look at to meet thosesnieedoth
Family and Children’s Services and Adult Servidesny of
those children currently receiving services arengdb require
the same or more when they turn into adults.

How are we going to meet these ever-increasing eusnb
and needs? Where is our vision? Where is this govent’s
long-term planning and strategy for these famitied for these
individuals?

We want to see this government develop a strategy w
measurable goals, clear objectives and outcomes shid this
before: you can’t manage what you don’'t measuremé€othis
means clear goals with outcomes, things that welaak at
and say, “Yes, we achieved this.” “Yes, we credted.” “Six
more people are able to attend a day program.” & les im-
portant. These individuals, families and caregivare the
Yukoners we're listening to.

With respect to health care, a growing number diviu-
als and families are not receiving the patient-eet care and
the wellness support they deserve. We see in thidgdd fund-
ing for a doctor-recruitment project to the tune$8f5 million.
We don’t even know the outcomes of the last $1%anilspent
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on this initiative. Did we get more doctors? Diceyhstay?
Have they moved to the communities?

Einstein defined insanity as doing the same thivey and
over and expecting different results. Where areauicomes?
Where are the goals? A lot of money is being thr@wrhis
problem, but without the strategic lens — withché theasured
outcomes. As of last week, it is our understandimgt the
Yukon Medical Council board has resigned. Everyrfoa
member has resigned. This is the board that licedsetors to
come here. They're the ones who oversee the physicWhat
is the government going to do about that? When walhave
the discussion about collaborative care and diffiereconomi-
cal and effective patient-centred care that canphmvided
across the territory? I'm pleased to hear aboutctiméc hours
going to 40 hours a week. | am sure the staff wiookwhere
will feel relieved that they have a more permangosition
with more hours they can be working. They were dicded
group, but it was difficult to keep staff.

We have seen hospitals built without the appropndan-
ning, without the thorough needs assessment, aiddfpaby
borrowing funds that now have to be assumed bygthern-
ment with a $27-million payment. These hospitals aver-
budget and well past their opening date. What dscaoe go-
ing to be recruited for these and what staff? Tiiec® of the
Auditor General believes that the O&M will tripla icost on
these hospitals. Is this really the best use fdwoYiers?

People are concerned about not having doctors althhe
care providers who can help them with their chraanditions.
The NDP want to talk about a different way of ptbrg health
care — a way that is patient- and family-centred aat a hos-
pital emergency room approach. There are Yukon areth
patients and Yukoners with chronic conditions we lestening
to.

| would be remiss if | did not bring up the issaenny rid-
ing of the replacement of F.H. Collins Secondarjidat. De-
spite their input and planning, in meetings, stusleteachers,
council, administrators and parents have been senfly the
always-changing plans to build a new school.

The school construction was announced prior toelke-
tion in 2011 and it was supposed to be ready teivecstudents
this fall. Now, who knows? The government annountbesr
decision to scrap the design; we've already spéri fillion
on planning and infrastructure work. Now they weminove to
a campus-style building and proclaim this as bdiscally re-
sponsible. To call the cancellation of the tendercbnstruction
of a new school “good fiscal management” is a stref\re we
looking at new infrastructure? Are we going to Heedigging
up again of Lewes Boulevard in front of the schfml new
water and sewer because the school will be placetewhere
different? There are a lot of questions surroundirggovern-
ment’s actions on F.H. Collins and this governntead a lot of
explaining to do. The Yukon public can count on H2P Of-
ficial Opposition to use our opportunities in tlsigting of the
Legislative Assembly to hold the government accabilgt on
this file. | personally intend to continue to godouncil meet-
ings and listen to the concerns of administratieachers, par-
ents and school councils.

As | said earlier, there is a lot in this budgedttls com-
mendable and | would support, but from what | hpst gone
through, there is too much missing. There are t@mymY uk-
oners missing from this budget — young familieg ttome-
less, families and individuals with disabilitiesaregivers. |
don’t see in the budget where those needs are beldigessed.
As | said, with a government that proclaims ecoromicel-
lence and the fact that there is so much moneyweuld have
hoped to have seen more in the budget to address tieeds
of the Yukoners who live here, who participate, vay taxes
and still struggle.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, it gives me pleasure
to rise this afternoon to speak to the budget 3214 — or |
should say, more technically correct in my verbjdtfge 2013-
14 main estimates”. In speaking in support of'd,like to talk
about a number of things, some relevant to my Depart of
Energy, Mines and Resources — although | will sswe of
that for my speech in Committee of the Whole. IIlsbdike to
talk about some projects in my riding.

To begin with, what | would like to point out tol ahem-
bers of this Assembly in context — and | know thsmbers
— in particular, we’'ve heard from the Official Opgtoon —
and it should hardly come as a surprise that tHiei@f Oppo-
sition doesn’t like what the government's presemtiit's
hardly unique to the Yukon, and | suspect thatardigss of
what we had in the budget, we would hear a veryl@imarra-
tive because | suspect they write the narrativereethey even
see the budget.

What | do want to point out though is that in laukiat the
situation Yukon is in, for starters, we should taxe sight of
the fact that the Yukon is not isolated in the \darst as part of
the world economy. There was news this morninghefditua-
tion in Cyprus — the situation with the banks arithvireezing
people’s bank accounts. As | understand from nesp®rts,
they had frozen the ability for people to take mgney at all
and then allowed them to take out a mere $100 sh,o&hich,
for those of us who are used to dealing with a @emacon-
text, fortunately, that is unfathomable, and fodighy there is
no prospect in the Yukon or Canada of being imalar situa-
tion. With Cyprus on the verge of defaulting onithebts, this
is just the latest story in the European crisisodintry after
country that has faced the prospect of sovereifgautteand the
country being potentially forced to leave the Ewap Union.
Greece, of course, has been a notable example.

Spain and Italy have also had issues, and therenargy
European countries that are facing high unemploymenin
excess of 25 percent unemployment is quite commapaits
of Europe from the latest | have read. In some gaigethe
Spanish context, if memory serves, an article franfew
months ago, | believe, cited youth unemploymermOapercent.
| apologize to members that | don'’t recall the agevhich they
drew the line on youth, but | believe they wereiniafy them
as young adults in their 20s.

So the Yukon’s economic success is something tiaitld
not be taken for granted. It is much better, in apynion, to
have the challenges associated with a strong ecptioam the
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very severe, devastating problems that attachyquaisdiction

that has a weak or collapsing economy. We haventakeum-
ber of steps to increase the management of aeBvitihere
economic activities are taking place that can paby have
an impact on others. We have taken steps to inergssman-
agement to improve our baseline data collection, &g will

continue to do what is necessary in those areas.

The members, particularly the Official Oppositidhink,
should not get so fixated on their ideology andrthieetoric
and their assumption that there are only two waysanage
the territory — either develop it all or protectit from devel-
opment. That is what we see — 1 think it's fairdgay — as
often being the narrative that they set up botthis House and
in debate publicly. We have taken an approach thatmay
qguote from the budget speech: “We believe envirartaigro-
tection starts with effective regulation that skigh standards
while allowing responsible use. This balanced apphois the
best way to manage most areas of Yukon.” That bgéid, we
have taken steps to create large protected arehpaaks and
we intend to create more.

We have taken an approach, including in the mudiatbel
Peel region, of the starting point being to lookatv you man-
age activities and protect the values in the dres, responsi-
ble use can be allowed while providing greater grtion for
existing users.

I would point out — because the facts have oftettego
lost in some of the rhetoric — that the proposeshtion of
restricted-use wilderness areas in the Peel regllmws for
potential economic activity while capping the mauim foot-
print of all activity at significantly less than epercent of each
and every land management unit to which that wdaddap-
plied.

Doing this would ensure that 99.8 percent of treasairre-
main pristine wilderness while allowing for the eotial of
responsible uses that provide significant econopanefit to
Yukoners and preserving both pristine wildernesd ano-
nomic opportunities for future generations. Alstthaugh it
has often been forgotten by some members of thiembly,
all of the potential modifications government pregd and
went out for public comments on protect river adors by not
allowing any new staking or surface dispositionsagberma-
nent nature within all of the landscape visiblenirthe rivers.

It's important to also note that the economic valirethat
area, as mentioned in the budget speech, an assasiome by
government staff of the estimated volume of iroa ior a con-
ceptual pit that was done by the owner years agjonated just
15 percent of the total estimate of the deposiseBaon the
five-year average price of iron for this fractiohthe deposit
— 1.68 billion tonnes — the market value of that$is39.7
billion and that is just 15 percent of the largdsposit in that
area.

So again, Mr. Speaker, | will not take too much entme
to debate this matter; I'm sure we’ll have furtlogportunity
during this session. What | want to emphasize agdimat, as a
starting point, we believe that environmental pcttn is
about good regulations that set appropriately Isigimdards in
most areas of the territory and that within someasrof the

territory, we do recognize there are high enoughrenmental
values or sensitivity in those areas to warrantating large
protected areas and parks. In fact, our recordredting pro-
tected areas and habitat protection areas standsemypwell
against any government of any stripe in Yukon’sdmis

In closing that comment, | would just like to agaimpha-
size that while recognizing there are challengss@ated with
a strong economy that do need to be dealt with,nwbeking
at the rest of the world, it is very important &cognize that,
with the Yukon compared to the rest of Canada aadaGa
compared to the rest of the world, the Yukon isarisland —
we are not isolated from the world’s problems, tugt have
been successful and managed during a period ofdwil®
economic downturn that has caused real hardshipany de-
veloped countries around the world.

We have had a period of actual economic growth. We

should not take that for granted. We should nansiae door
to that activity occurring in the future. We shotiddke respon-
sible, prudent, balanced measures to ensure thié¢ wbo-

nomic activity occurs, we are also protecting thistme wil-

derness that is so very important to all of us tad, for many
of us, is really the reason we live here.

In terms of fiscal management, looking at the peoid
also that have caught up with a number of othésdistions, |
am very pleased about the $27 million allotted agipg down
the loans that had been accrued by the Yukon Hadsparpo-
ration. This increases government’s fiscal capaitttyespond
to future needs and future challenges and it wiluce the debt
servicing charges by a total of $39 million in tbag term, so |
believe this is a very prudent fiscal investment.

| would also note, in terms of the financial acdamility
of this government, that this year is the secorat ye the sec-
ond fiscal year in a row — that we have includedhi@ budget
a summary of the consolidated information for thekdn gov-
ernment, which includes not only departments bat abrpora-
tions, including the Hospital Corporation, Yukon lEge,
Yukon Development Corporation, Yukon Housing Cogtion
and the Yukon Liquor Corporation.

There are a few things | would like to touch onwal.
There are investments made within this budget imticaing
investment and increased annual investment inpfioéection.
I'd like to thank the Minister of Community Servicdor her
work in that area. | welcome the increased budgettfe Fire
Marshal's Office and I'm pleased that this year rée
$610,000 to purchase a new pumper tanker and atavgver
for the Yukon territorial fire service. I'm also iepleased that
this will result in a new tanker for the Hootalirgfire hall,
following the purchase last year of one for thexIbglley fire
hall.

I know that has been very appreciated by volunterdsis
a very important tool in helping the volunteerstbése two
very large volunteer fire protection areas to respbetter to
emergency situations when they occur.

Other investments, as noted in the budget for \telmfire
department gear and equipment upgrades, total
$387,000 and, in addition to the capital, the $tillion in the
Fire Marshal's Office to increase deputy fire maistiaining

@noth
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for volunteer firefighters and continue public aem@ess cam-
paigns are very important. | thank the MinisterGifmmunity

Services and all in the department and the Fireshidis Of-

fice who have worked on this for their efforts lnistarea.

| am also pleased to see the continued investnmettia
Hot Springs Road. | would like to thank the Ministé High-
ways and Public Works for his work on that filegluide thank-
ing him for the additional public consultation thafs agreed
to and committed to — to allow property owners wiaal ex-
pressed a concern about the impact of planned deai€lop-
ment to have additional opportunity, along with atlher resi-
dents of the area, to be involved in public coraidh on
whether trails should be developed or not andhéfytshould
be, what they should look like.

I know that I'm trying, and | know the Minister ¢figh-
ways and Public Works is also trying, to ensurd tha end
outcome is one that reflects as best possible ¢éeglshnand in-
terests of the community and my constituents inatea. | am
pleased that $2 million is allocated in this budigetthe second
year of the project to reconstruct, resurface aittkmwthe Hot
Springs Road. Of course, that is fulfilling anothelection
commitment made by the Yukon Party in our platfoamd
made by me to constituents during the 2011 elec@mnpaign.

| am also very pleased to see the continued workhah
community well project for the Deep Creek area thatMinis-
ter of Community Services and her staff have beerking on.
| am pleased to see the addition of an additiomatstment in
monitoring wells to make sure that the area is aypate for
development and | appreciate those efforts. | wailsd like to
commend the Minister of Health and Social Servifmsthe
additional investment to support families of chédrwith dis-
abilities and the continued work on improving owcess to
physicians.

| am pleased to welcome the investments made by
Minister of Environment for the creation of a neampground
on Atlin Lake. | am pleased to see $780,000 allegtéor this. |
know that this is an area that was identified yessge and it
will provide a significant opportunity for Yukonets enhance
their recreational opportunities in an additionegaawith an
additional campground. | am pleased as well withwlork that
has been done by staff of the Department of Enévigyes and
Resources for continuing to make the Gunnar Nilsaod
Mickey Lammers Research Forest more accessiblenaore
usable by the public, particularly by my constitieein the
area, by further enhancing the family-friendly feaf this area
by adding a forestry-themed playground early tleiary

| would like to note, of course, that this followse work
that has been ongoing since 2008 when we firstrbdgawork
to open up the forest for public use and make abaurof trail
improvements that have occurred. That of courseradved
work, not only effort by the Forest Management lbhabut it
has also been supported by Department of Enviroharahthe
Y2C2 program as well — for which | believe the agmm is
Yukon Youth Conservation Corps — but | hope I've ¢joe
acronym correctly.

Mr. Speaker, additional areas within this budgeeshl
am pleased to see the continued investment ansmpnoving

our alcohol and drug treatment services — the &iDallo-
cated for the Sarah Steele Building replacemengirBegng the
planning for that is of course a step toward fliffig a signifi-
cant platform commitment that we made in the 20Etton
campaign. This is an important part of ensuring thiaohol
and Drug Services meet the needs of Yukon citizens.

| am pleased to see the investment in the Bettyser
second-stage housing project with an additiona? $dillion as
part of the total of $4.5 million allocated for shivork.

| would also like to thank the Minister of Justifm the
work that has been done on the land titles modatiniz pro-
ject and thank his staff for the work they've dofibat area is
also very important to ensuring that the Yukon'oremmy
functions and ensuring that land transactions areecand re-
corded in a timely manner and do not hold up thgoopinity
for housing activities. To that end, I'm also pleddo note, as
you may have heard, that Lot 1547 — formerly kncagnLot
262 — has indeed sold for more than the appraiafg\of the
site. We did try an innovative approach for tha¢ &iased on
what we had heard in the expression for interegjesfor that
area. We also heard in the follow up with those lad ex-
pressed interest at that stage that some of thecsitditions,
including the power line, did not make it attraetifor an af-
fordable housing or mixed market approach as had loeigi-
nally envisioned. So, to that end, we determined, thhile that
approach might work for another site, it would betthe best
approach to try and restructure for that area.

So we put the lot out. That is the reality when youin-
novative approaches — they sometimes need adjustmédiut
we’re not going to be afraid to continue to takedsteps to
look at where we can improve how we do things.

Speaker:  Order please. The hour being 5:30 p.m., this

thidouse stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Debate on motion for second reading of Bill No. 10 ac-
cordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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