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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, March 27, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Nutrition Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise at this time on behalf of all
members of the Legislature, in tribute to Natiohaltrition
Month, which is March of each year.

Each year in March, the Dietitians of Canada celebNu-
trition Month. This is a time when nutritionists| @ver the
country work together to help raise our awarendssutathe
importance of healthy food for a healthy life. Thear's theme
is “Best Food Forward: Plan Shop Cook Enjoy!” Withis
theme, the Dietitians of Canada want to encourdgef ais to
plan our home meals ahead of time before goingdaytocery
store. If we have a list of the ingredients we widled, we can
avoid impulse buying and the kind of buying thatymat be as
nutritionally valuable as we would like and we slibbave. |
don’t want to imply that going to the grocery statgould be
like going into battle. | do know that if you armowrself with a
list of what you will need, you will emerge victotis.

Dietitians encourage the use of fresh foods, sschege-
tables, fruits, whole grains, milk products, driedumes, and
unseasoned meats, fish and poultry. If fresh isawatilable,
frozen is a fine substitute, as long as it tomig in sodium.

This year the Department of Health and Social Sesvi
community dietitian has taken an active role irsireg aware-
ness of healthy eating. If you live in Whitehorgey may have
seen her in one of our local grocery stores gidegionstra-
tions on how to read food labels and choose healtbbds. As
well, she has been on CBC twice a week during Méaitiing
about different aspects of nutrition. Her topicslille how to
organize your fridge, misleading food labels, Heaknacking,
the nutritional value of frozen foods and otheri¢ep

One of the most important aspects of healthy eafimg
Canadians is reducing our salt intake. The chropitditions
unit of Community Nursing ran a series of publiodd-
pressure clinics in February and March of this yddiis is
something that the Premier and | took advantaganof we
won't tell you who had the lower blood pressurewdry, but
the intent was to detect abnormally high blood gues before
it became a risk. The biggest risk factor in hidgboll pressure
is eating too much salt. The dieticians workinghe territory
all have the same goal: trying to ensure that wegdealthily
as possible in order to remain as healthy as plessiost
Yukoners are physically active and understand dhegionship

between eating nutritious foods and being strord) laealthy.
Dieticians provide us with the information we nedecavigate
the confusing choices that we have available.

| also received a very nice letter and campaiggrdiure
from the Dieticians of Canada, and they tell me tha asso-
ciation represents all registered dieticians in & We have
12 registered dieticians in the Yukon recognized Want to
thank all our dieticians in the Yukon — and thetidians of
Canada who back up these people — for the heattbg fn-
formation they provide to all of us. Thank you venuch, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: | would like to introduce Conrad Tiedeman.
It is nice to see Conrad back. He has been a fawf since
we started. | am wondering if he is eyeing up ohte chairs,
so members might want to keep him in mind.

Thanks for joining us, Conrad.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling the
audited financial statements for Yukon College ta@dune 30,
2012.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling the
Yukon Judicial Council Annual Report for 2012

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I have for tabling today the commu-
nity-based fish and wildlife workplan for the Vubt@witchin
traditional territory for 2013-18, which was devedal by the
Fish and Wildlife branch of Environment Yukon, tNatural
Resources department of Vuntut Gwitchin and the tiNor
Yukon Renewable Resources Council.

Speaker:
tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Mr. Hassard: I have for presentation the fifth report
of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Magmv-
ernment Boards and Committees.

Are there any other returns or documents for

Speaker:
presentation?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any other committee reports for
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS cially in relation to Yukon’s primary markets ofehUnited
States, Canada and German-speaking Europe anddsegon
markets of Australia, the United Kingdom and Japad our
emerging markets of the Netherlands, South KorelaFaance.

Bill No. 54: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | move that Bill No.
54, entitledAct to Amend the Employment Standards Aet

now introduced and read a first time. | give notice of the following motion:

Spea'ker: ,It hai bee'ﬂ moved by FT@E@HOI’I. Mini;tehr of THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us
Community Services that Bill No. 54, entitlédt to Amend the the 2013-14 budget to enhance its ability to prexattohol and

Employment Standards Adie now introduced and read a first drug services and programs by investing $900,008ld@nning

time. . . , , . . for the replacement of the Sarah Steele Building.
Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 54
agreed to I give notice of the following motion:
Bill No. 57: Introduction and First Reading THAT it is the opinion of this House that the agremt
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | move that Bill No. between the Government of Yukon and the State eSkd
57, entitledOil-Fired Appliance Safety Statutory AmendmentProviding for reciprocal fishing licence fees is example of
Act, be now introduced and read a first time. the strong relationship between our two jurisdiesiand pro-
Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com- Vides benefits to both Yukoners and Alaskans alike.
munity Services that Bill No. 57, entitledil-Fired Appliance ] ] ] ] )
Safety Statutory Amendment As¢ now introduced and read a Mr. Silver: I give notice of the following motion:
first time. THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirsesl
Motion for introduction and first reading of Billdy 57 ~ Resources to approve the West Dawson and Sunniatzie
agreed to area plan without further delay.
Speaker:  Are there any further bills to be introduced? Speaker:  Are there no other notices of motion?
Are there any notices of motion? INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
NOTICES OF MOTION Speaker:  I'd like to take this opportunity to introduce
Hon. Mr. Nixon: | give notice of the following mo- Krysta Meekins, who is also joining us here. | haeen her
tion: here a few times and I'm glad to see she’s makingrdinued

ognize the important role that arts and culture piacontribut- ~ Your seats, as well.

ing to the social and economic life of Yukon by yiting as- Applause
sistance to the arts and cultural organizations Yankbn arti- o
sans and by promoting exhibits, concerts, festiaald multi- Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

cultural events and programs. Speaker's statement

Speaker: Before going to Question Period, the Chair
would like to make a statement on something thauwed
us during yesterday’s Question Period.

During Question Period yesterday, during her firain
question, the Leader of the Official Opposition diske term
“shell game” in the context of a question regardijogernment
capital project expenditures.

Though no point of order was raised, the Chair imfibrm
the House that the term “shell game” has been roigdf or-
der in this House in the past.

The term, in the context in which it was used yeltg,
suggests a deliberate attempt to deceive. Thistitates a vio-
lation of Standing Order 19(h).

We will proceed with Question Period at this time.

Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te
the 2013-14 budget to invest $100,000 through thethyin-
vestment fund in community-driven youth initiatives

| give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the departments of Highways a
Public Works and Environment to form an interdempartal
working group to coordinate action to reduce wikiNehicle
collisions on Yukon highways and to identify sht@tm and
long-term goals for the 2013-14 fiscal year.

| give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us
the 2013-14 budget to invest in developing a senimusing QUESTION PERIOD

complex in Mayo. Question re: Capital project expenditures

Ms. Hanson: The Premier is understandably reluctant
to admit the failures of Yukon Party governmentsjpending
taxpayers’ dollars on major capital projects. | ‘ddame him.

It must be difficult for ministers who think of tireselves as
competent managers of the public purse to acceptdhlity

Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to enhance marketing of Yukon as a qualiyet desti-
nation through research-based, market-driven cagnpaespe-
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that they are not. Planning without demonstratiegchor pre-
paring to manage risk, projects behind schedule @wet-
budget, pre-election photo ops staged, promisesensadl
promises broken. Again, this must be difficult foe Premier.
No one likes to make mistakes. However, the memobktiis
House and the Yukon people know the truth. Thisegoment
has a poor track record on capital projects andovieks de-
serve better.

Will the Premier support increased legislative sigit for
capital project spending?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The Government of Yukon is
modernizing how we procure goods and services tkentle
government contract regulations, policies and plooes fair,
consistent and accessible for business. With réspele ques-
tion asked across the floor, what the governmedbisg plays
into the question and the motion we will be delmatioday. So
this government is committed to a fair, respongise of tax-
payers’ dollars and bringing projects up front,tome and on
budget.

Ms. Hanson: I am almost encouraged by the minis-
ter's response. The NDP believes increased lenislatver-
sight of capital projects could help ensure thajgmts are un-
dertaken only when there is evidence that theyesdamon-
strated needs in the most appropriate and cositeieway,
are planned to anticipate and manage risks, atigededl on
time and on budget, are developed with greateriptiainspar-
ency and accountability and managed in ways tHectethe
best practices outlined in numerous reports prepéoe the
Government of Yukon by its internal auditor andtbg Office
of the Auditor General of Canada.

My question: Does this government support thesésgoa

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, we also, as government,
reviewed the Auditor General’s report and somehef things
that came out of the Auditor General’s report weloéng.

We are providing more training to our government- em
ployees to increase expertise and consistency. iShateady
done. We increased centralized support for procerénThat’s
done. We have introduced more electronic tools auitiega-
tively affecting smaller businesses. That is done.

This government is committed and is continuing torkv
with local business. We recognize the contributiefidocal
business, and we believe that the Yukon’'s econosnyery
positive right now because of the great fiscal oasphility we
have created.

In summary, we are building on the foundationstodrgy
government procurement by focusing our effortsraproving
internal processes, especially those that havéertehallenges
for our suppliers.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the minister is actually
missing the point. | guess it re-informs us thad Yukon Party
tends to make their decisions based on politicalcems in-
stead of due process or evidence. This approactveasnow
and as he has confirmed, is delivering poor resaltsl some-
thing has to change.

The NDP will continue to press for full legislatiwer-
sight of government spending, not internal processe our

parliamentary system, this is a fundamental roteafoMLAs,
not just those in Cabinet.

Mr. Speaker, | understand why the government migft
like this. It's contrary to the Yukon Party’s failepproach of
operating behind closed doors and keeping the @ublithe
dark. Our primary interest is to deliver betterutesfor Yukon
people and their tax dollars. Surely that's an ithed this gov-
ernment supports.

Will the government put the interest of taxpayerst fand
agree with increased legislative oversight of agitojects as
necessary?

Speaker:  Order please. The time has elapsed.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We have a fiscal responsibility
to ensure we are getting better value for money, ainthe
same time we want to reduce the costs of doingnleasiwith
us and in general provide a better procurementcerv

We have been managing Shakwak funds for many years.
Canada has used us to procure the Customs buildirBsaver
Creek and down at Pleasant Camp.

There are a lot of projects out there. We just haviook
at the two beautiful cultural centres: one we hav€luane and
one we have here. These are projects that we mamaggme
and on budget, and we also worked with First Natiofukon
government and the Government of Canada.

Questionre:  Yukon Medical Council resignations

Ms. Stick: Less than a week ago, the members of the
Yukon Medical Council resigned en masse. This ésgbvern-
ing body that regulates the practise of medicing aredical
care in the Yukon. Doctors are reporting the saldery way
or the highway” approach from this Yukon governméitiis
approach seems to be failing with the negotiatioheevenue-
sharing agreements with First Nations, and cledtt/ not
working with doctors either.

Mr. Speaker, will the government recognize thabitsk-
manship with the Yukon Medical Council has faileadaex-
plain to Yukoners how they lost control of thisusition to the
point where the entire council unanimously resighed

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, let me be very clear.
The decision of the Medical Council is a decisioattis regret-
table, and it's one that the Yukon government takery seri-
ously. For the past year, the Government of Yukas in fact
been working with council members on a number sfiés of
importance to both respective parties. We've beeamking
toward a memorandum of understanding to clearlyndate
those roles and responsibilities between the medicancil
and the registrar, which happens to be housed mitieé De-
partment of Community Services.

We have been working to enhance the level of ressur
available to the council and the council’s very ortant work,
in terms of making added remuneration, travel &msi®, as
well as access to legal counsel for investigativvs.recognize
the importance of having a fully functioning coun&e rec-
ognize that there is more work to be done in tesfredvancing
the work of the council. We have in fact arrangetheeting
with the Yukon Medical Association for tomorrow, canve
look forward to that dialogue and certainly gettihg council
up and running again.
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Ms. Stick:
ing with the members. | wasn’t clear whether it wlas medi-
cal council or the medical association she’s meetiith to-
morrow. It's the least one would expect after sacamass res-
ignation of the entire council. | think the questibere will be:
How did we even get here? How did this entire cdutisap-
pear and resign before having this crisis meetirag's tomor-
row? The government must have seen this coming. tBan
minister tell us what she will do to ensure that dem't face
such a crisis situation again before action isri&ke

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to recognize the very
important role of the medical council in providitigat over-
sight in terms of licensing and regulatory authorithen it
comes to licensing of physicians in the territofjne medical
council has worked very well for the past 34 yedrss the
model that has been adopted in Northwest Terrgaie Nun-
avut, and it is something that we continue to wirlenhance,
with the added requirements in terms of the colgaibrk.

Over the years, any issues that have arisen haae fee
solved, I'm pleased to say, with dialogue and distan, and
that is something that we remain committed to d@ing work-
ing alongside the medical professionals in the comity it-
self. It's something that, with this history in mlinwe hope to
be able to proceed with on an ongoing basis.

I'm glad to hear the minister will be meet- ment will have a common-law obligation to consuithwvthem

and to consider their opinion on certain mattefatireg to oil
and gas dispositions and rights.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the answer from
the minister, but | have a specific question todayl | know
he is listening to it. | want a yes or no on 5tk dlisappointing
that the minister won't answer a simple yes-or-n@sgion.
There is an MOU in place that says that Kaska aunisere-
quired before oil and gas rights are issued inteagt Yukon.
Will the government honour this commitment? Yesio?

The Kaska are certain of the view that, even wlid te-
peal of section 13 of th®il and Gas Act— which was done
last fall — the government still has a legally ectmable obli-
gation under section 5.1 of the 1997 MOA to obtedmsent
before issuing new oil and gas dispositions inKlaska tradi-
tional territory.

What is the government’s position? Does the minibgee
lieve that the Government of Yukon, having amentrediOil
and Gas Actcan now issue oil and gas dispositions in Kaska
traditional territory without Kaska consent? Yesof?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe | actually answered that
question for the member. | didn’t think | neededstate it in
the very simplest possible terms for him to unaerdf but the
simple answer to that is, as | indicated in my res response

As | mentioned, we have been working with the cdunc and as we indicated last fall, the advice that @eehreceived

members over the past year on many issues of ismpuet and
it is very clear that there is more work to be domed we are
very committed to having that dialogue and certathiat will
be taking place tomorrow with the Yukon Medical Asistion.

Questionre:  Oil and gas development in Kaska
traditional territory
Mr. Silver: Last fall, the Government of Yukon

passed legislation to try to strip the Kaska ofvigso over oil
and gas development in its traditional territorheTGovern-
ment of Yukon also signed an MOU with the Kaskal897
that spoke to the issue of consent and vetoesniihister has
thus far been completely silent on the ongoing exefability of
section 5.1 of the MOA, even with section 13 of ®ié and
Gas Acthaving been repealed. I'm looking for a clear agrsw
as to the government’s position at this point.

Will the minister confirm that the consent requiesrhfor
the issuance of new oil and gas dispositions inkKasadi-
tional territory, which the parties agreed to inoddfaith and
confirmed in paragraph 5.1 of the January 1997 M@
continue to be honoured by the Government of Yukiv's?a
simple yes-or-no question.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, if the Member for
Klondike was here and listening last fall — | knbe was here
and | hope he was listening — he would recall thathad ex-
tensive debate on this during the amendments tdthand
Gas Act We then identified that the preceding conditioritie
1997 MOA identified that all parties were agreedtttie high-
est priority was placed upon the conclusion of laf@ims at
the earliest date. We have indicated, in tabliregamendment
to the act and passing it through this House, thatrequire-
ment for the Kaska will be the same as for all theFirst Na-
tions that have concluded land claims, that belrey govern-

from Land Claims and Implementation Secretariaff stad
from our Justice legal counsel is that the Yukomegpment's
obligations, now that th®il and Gas Acthas been amended,
for the Kaska are the same as for all 11 Firstavatithat have
concluded final agreements. That is, when we aadirdgwith
oil and gas dispositions in their territory, we Ban obligation
to consult with them and to consider their opiniparticularly
with regard to any potential impacts on treaty t$gbr asserted
aboriginal rights. What we have done is createvallplaying
field for all 14 First Nations.

Mr. Silver: I don’t know, Mr. Speaker, if you can
help me with this — if that was a yes or if thatswea no —
because | am still unclear.

Last fall, the Government of Yukon amended @ieand
Gas Actto try to take away the Kaska’s veto. There isepet
tially a major problem with the minister's plan. &fging the
legislation does not do away with the governmentshmit-
ment under section 5 of the MOU. Maybe the govemtme
doesn’t think that it's bound by this MOU. It's iragsible to
know because the minister has repeatedly refuseahswer
that question last fall and he again refuses tovanghat ques-
tion today.

Is it the government’s position after the repeakettion
13 of theQil and Gas Acthat it is not bound by section 5.1 of
the 1997 MOA?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today to again state that this
government believes that Yukon resources belorail t6ukon
people and it is important that we do in fact trat-irst Na-
tions equally and that we will continue to meet axdeed our
obligations to consult with First Nations, not onipder the
Umbrella Final Agreementbut all other agreements that we
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have, and for many other reasons that we contioushsult
with First Nations.

In the last 10 years, this government investediondl of
dollars trying to reach a consensus agreement higtd First
Nation and the Kaska, and we will continue to weoslard
reaching an economic agreement with them, becéhiseig
really about the people who live in southeast Yukit's an
opportunity for the people who live there to haveutre, so
kids coming out of school know that there will hgportunities
for good jobs so they can stay in their communityis gov-
ernment is committed and focused to look afterptheple who
live in that area so they have a bright future.

Question re: Off-road vehicle use, select committee
recommendations
Ms. White: In 2009, after an accident that caused in

jury in Dawson City, the Legislature establishegetect com-
mittee to make recommendations on the safe usepam@tion
of off-road vehicles. With a suggestion of the NBRd the
public, the mandate of the select committee evdgtirecluded
concerns about the impact of off-road vehicles arkon’s
wilderness.

Mr. Speaker, the select committee made 14 recomasend

tions, including amending thdotor Vehicles Acto cover the
safe operation of ORVs, helmet use on roads andways,
and vehicle and driver registration. The select mittee tabled
its report in the spring of 2011 — and that was twars ago.

Will the Minister of Highways and Public Works teHis
House when he will be fully implementing the safatyd op-
erations recommendations of the select committee?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Member for Takhini-Kopper King. In fact, the manelaif the
committee was never actually amended, as the mestéied.
That was a misstatement on the member’s part.

Having been a member of that committee, | apprediz

select committee made its recommendations in M&@hl.
The election was in October 2011. It is now Mar6i2

Will the Minister of Environment honour his partytem-
mitment and tell this House that he will immedigtglrotect
Yukon’s environmentally sensitive habitat in alpiaeas and
implement the environmental recommendations of dblkect
committee?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We are always trying to take action
to protect the sensitive areas in this territomptiygh a number
of ways, but with regard to ATV use and the recomdagions
of the select committee of the previous Legislature’'ve con-
sistently responded positively to those recommeodstand
committed to acting on them.

With regard to the creation of a new system of guting
key areas in the territory from damage from ATV ,use’ve of
‘course committed that our intended outcome is sumnthe
government has the adequate tools to target spevidias like
key wildlife habitat or particularly sensitive aseahere it is
determined that problems resulting from off-roadhickes are
occurring or are likely to occur. That’s exactly attwe're go-
ing to do. That's what we've committed to in theailon and
consistently since then. We will be moving forwaspedi-
tiously on this matter.

Ms. White: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, a new question.

Question re:  Affordable housing
Ms. White: Yesterday the minister responsible for the
Yukon Housing Corporation announced that the Yulon-
ernment doesn’'t have a housing plan and would rtaw &
develop one. The fact that the Yukon governmerksachous-

First of all, | need to correct the ing plan is not news. For many, many months weaied for

such an action plan and we're pleased to see fieatrtikon
Party has finally seen the error of its ways.

Participants in the Northern Housing Conferenceengh
the minister's announcement was made, also heand Wally

work that was done and the many Yukoners who egpres Czech, the Housing First specialist for the City.efhbridge in

their viewpoints. This government remains committedm-
plementing the recommendations of the committeéclwvere
unanimously agreed to by all parties in this Asslgmb

| would note that, in fact, as we've indicated awinmu-
nicated to groups that have been asking abouttétessof this
information, we are dealing with implementing teeasmmen-
dations through two processes. The Minister of Migys and
Public Works is responsible for implementing thevmsions

Alberta. Mr. Czech said, and | quote: “It is a ledsiiman right
to have a roof over your head ... so Housing Bags we need
to get them into housing and then we provide trsoggports.”

Mr. Speaker, now that the minister has finally atkeai his
government’s failure on the housing file, will he@astand and
tell this House that he accepts housing as a humgah and
will work to implement a Housing First approach?

Hon. Mr. Kent: What | said on the floor of this

related to theMotor Vehicles Acand the environmental con- House yesterday was that, during the 2011 electznpaign,

siderations are being dealt with jointly by the Bement of
Environment and the Department of Energy, Mines Bwed
sources.

Ms. White:
the protection of sensitive habitat in alpine areastriction of
new trail construction and that there are procesifioe recla-
mation. During the election, all the parties represd in this
House committed to bringing forward legislative eammental
protections in response to a questionnaire putdoaviby Trails
Only Yukon Association, also known as TOYA.

We are aware of the minister’s recent letter to POWut
there are no timelines and thus no guarantees tafnacrhe

and in the lead-up to that campaign, there werairaber of
pressing needs identified for Yukoners when it cémlgousing
— needs such as homes for seniors, homes for adiths

The select committee also recommended=ASD and homes for women who are fleeing abusesd lane

priorities we've been acting on for the last 18 than

We've also made significant investments in landediey-
ment. We've seen the average price for a detacloetehn
Whitehorse come from about $455,000 down to $4@,00
We've made significant inroads into solving thoseusing
issues for Yukoners, and that's what we look foMar doing
with the rollout and work that will be accomplished the
housing action plan.
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Ms. White:
housing was a human right. Mr. Czech also said, lamabte:
“Homeless people are human beings ...
homeless are not social inadequates. They are pesple
without homes.”

| asked the minister if they believe that

The forum has now been postponed indefinitely. ds h
been almost five months since the proposed deal avas

people wheo anounced, but it remains under wraps. As of thisky#esounds

like it might not get signed at all.
Will the Premier release the terms of the new resou

To paraphrase, he went on to say that once the aflea royalty agreement that was referred to in the Qetd® news

Housing First is embraced and applied, progressbeamade
to treat addictions where that’s an issue; it caprove health,
and it builds toward further education and emplogtne

Will this minister accept that Housing First is sathing
that should be done and that homeless people ek melp?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Unlike the NDP, I'm not going to
predetermine what the housing action plan comesitipas far
as recommendations. | want to make sure that thesem-
mendations are things that we can act upon incalfisrespon-
sible manner. Most individuals throughout the Yukand
throughout Canada recognize that government carthé only
solution to the housing needs of Yukoners — thardhare
roles for First Nation governments, municipal goveents, the
private sector and NGOs. Those are individuals @ganiza-
tions that we look to engage when we develop tligsing
action plan. So unlike the NDP, | won't predeterenimhat the
outcomes are — unfortunately, what the member kihgane
to do on the floor of the House today.

Ms. White:
sponsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation: Ddes ininis-
ter believe that housing is a human right?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
ing action plan for Yukoners. We look forward to rking on
that over the next year and a half.

release?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As the member opposite stated,
there was an agreement reached for royalty shdrawk in
October. That was really based upon an MOU that sigrsed
between the self-governing First Nations and theovuin
May of 2012.

As we have also stated, this agreement is overa@ogie
any responsibility that this government has, beeawus con-
tinue to have an obligation and an agreement signetiapter
23 of theUmbrella Final Agreemerthat clearly states out what
the formula is to share resource royalties in theikon. With
the agreement to expand the royalties that Yukdhbaiable
to keep in Yukon — with the agreement with the Gaweent
of Canada and the Prime Minister in August of 26%1that
agreement and that whole process was done in adigorand
consultation with Yukon First Nations. This govermmh said
we wanted to move ahead as partners and to ersatredif-
governing First Nations do share in the increasgdlties that

| have one question for the minister re- Yukon will be able to reap on a going-forward basis
| must note, too, that a lot has happened in

Mr. Silver:
the north since ink hit the paper in the origibahbrella Final

As | said, we are working on a hous- AgreementAs recently as August of last year, the governtmen

said it wasn't interested in giving the First Nasoa better deal
after all. I'm happy that the Government of Yukangoing

When we were elected, we were elected to deal with ahead with improvements to the resource royaltyrisga

number of pressing needs when it comes to houbiog, only

18, short months later we have lots available &de ®ver the
counter here in Whitehorse. We have Options forefrehd-
ence; we have Betty's Haven; we have a youth sheliehave
a couple of seniors housing projects underway aedetare a
number of other initiatives that the Minister of alth and So-
cial Services is undertaking with respect to emecgeshelters.
As well, there is work being done currently by Reyal Cana-
dian Legion when it comes to seniors assisteddiviVe are
looking at identifying projects and programs acribe&shousing
spectrum when it comes to addressing the need¥thatners

identified for us in 2011.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
uled meeting of the Yukon Forum on very short ratiChiefs
from around the territory had already travelledWitehorse
for a meeting, only to be informed that the Premieuld not
be able to meet with them. It is an example of tusern-
ment’s frayed relationships with Yukon First Natigovern-
ments.

One of the items on the agenda was a new resooye#y
agreement. On October 29, 2012, the Premier aneduthat a
new deal with the Yukon First Nations was in pldng, he said
he wouldn’t be making it public until it was signed the
Yukon Forum. It turns out that announcement washptare as
the deal isn’t done after all.

First Nations/government relations

agreement with the First Nations. After initiallgfusing to
give Yukon First Nations a bigger share, the goremt has
changed its mind and has decided to negotiate.nGhie gov-
ernment’s rocky relationship with First Nation gaweents,
this could be a good news story, and | am glad tiratgov-
ernment is still working on this issue.

News this week that the government has made ait-ate-
leave-it announcement with the First Nations isiobsly a
setback. The Yukon Forum would be an ideal placdigouss
these differences. When will the next Yukon Foruerhield?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, unfortunately the
Member for Klondike is again not speaking factualver
since there was a unified commitment to go forwardiscuss
and increase the royalty sharing for Yukon back2010,

Last fall the Premier cancelled a SCheOI'Yukon First Nations and the Government of Yukon éhav

worked together on coming forward with an agreentbat
was reached between Yukon and Canada in August 2011
Since that time there has always been a negotiatiathis
government’s part to recognize and share someasfetladdi-
tional royalties with First Nations. Eight of 11 diie self-
governing First Nations have in fact signed thatament, and
in the last day | have in fact spoken or met with three chiefs
of those First Nations that have not yet signed dgaeement.
It was an opportunity to be able to have a gooa-tacface
communication and to deal with any concerns or tijes that
they may have. | am quite optimistic that, goingward, we
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will be able to announce the complete agreemeatl dfie First
Nations and move forward at that time.

Mr. Silver:
Premier's supplementary that the negotiations aiaggwell
and we should be seeing an agreement very soorSpéaker,
the Yukon Forum would be a perfect place to hamowran
agreement like this; however, this government doesem to
have much interest in this forum. Last month theurio was
cancelled. Since the Premier was elected, | beltbeee has
only been one meeting of the Yukon Forum. It ispaged to
meet four times a year. That never happened uhdgsrevious
Yukon Party government, and nothing has changeck sihat
last election.

It is probably the most important relationship thavern-
ment has with First Nations, and it's being badbglected.
The forum could be a valuable tool to discuss comrimber-
ests, agree on priorities and to resolve theseutlisp Instead,
the government usually just meets the First Nationsourt or
in front of a judge.

Why is the government so uninterested in usingvihleon
Forum as a mechanism for getting along with Firatidh gov-
ernments?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
this government sees increased revenues from ¢hisroyalty
sharing agreement that was signed with Canad&;ukbners
will benefit from those royalties because, whengbeernment
uses that money to help to build schools, to hetpfdoctors
and to build hospitals, to build roads and bridgdisYukoners
will benefit from that return to Yukon of enhanceyalties.

| think it's a good thing that we have the oppoityirio
talk about this and to talk about the position ttieg govern-
ment is in as a result of devolution and land ctaand strong
Yukon Party policies that have been in place fer plast dec-
ade where we, in fact, have been leading the nati@engrow-
ing economy because this is not a discussion teatveuld be
having 10 years ago after the successive LibeidINDP gov-
ernments, where thousands of people moved awaytrard
were no jobs.

Mr. Speaker, as we speak now, officials are workindi-
nalizing a date for the next Yukon Forum, puttingether the
information that needs to be done so that it caprbsented to
the leadership so that we can have good, franlusisson and
move forward on topics of mutual interest and bierfef all
Yukoners.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 368

Clerk:
Hanson.

| am pleased to hear that, based upon the

Of course, as this territory and

Speaker:
position
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
crease legislative oversight of capital projectrsiieg with the
goal of ensuring such projects are:

(1) undertaken only when there is evidence thdlyssrve
demonstrated needs in the most appropriate aneetfestive
way;

(2) planned to anticipate and manage risks;

(3) delivered on-time and on-budget;

(4) developed with greater public transparency awce
countability; and

(5) managed in ways that reflect the best practicgined
in numerous reports prepared for the Governmeiudbn by
its internal auditor and by the Office of the AuditGeneral of
Canada.

It is moved by the Leader of the Official Op-

Ms. Hanson: It gives me great pleasure to rise to
speak to this motion. It is my sincere hope tha thotion re-
ceives the unanimous support of this House. | hbpegov-
ernment takes this motion in the positive and qoictize vein
with which it has been put forward. | do have mybis how-
ever, as at times they seem more interested ingargdup
long-forgotten memories of 15 or 20 years ago thdaressing
the serious matters that have happened on thethwat

The amount of money spent on capital infrastrucisimreot
peanuts. These are significant public expenditufdenies
spent irresponsibly or without due diligence ultiedg impacts
the services available for Yukon people. Recentebawent of
Yukon capital budgets are evidence of the significamount
of money that Yukon taxpayers trust this LegiskatAssembly
and its members to steward — 2011-12, $202 millg{1;2-13,
$244 million; 2013-14, $253 million. That's 21 pent of our
total budget and capital spending continues to gimte the
future projected.

Today's debate is about improving fiscal respottitids
with these capital budgets. It is through capitargling that
we build major projects that we all need so thatietg can
function, thrive, grow, take care of itself, deathwemergen-
cies and care for the sick. Capital spending builds infra-
structure that powers our economy, and this, in,taffects our
work, our communications, as well as our recreation

Whether for energy, schools, health care, highwtgis;
communications or community infrastructure, likenngubdi-
visions and rec centres, major capital projectsukhoeflect
public needs and wishes, be based on evidencepobate
and effective ways to meet Yukoners’ needs, be gatpbuilt
with sound planning principles that identify andmage risks,
include fair rules for contractors with a focus wfiizing local
labour and expertise to maximize economic bendditg] ad-
here to clear timelines and budgets. They showdd aiclude
regular reporting to all Yukoners to avoid ineféint and nega-
tive surprises.

What the public does not want to see are majotalgmio-

Motion No. 368, standing in the name of Ms. jects seemingly decided for short-term politicaingd he pub-

lic also does not want to see questionable dedsiaonthe
awarding of contracts. | am referring to percegiaf nepo-
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tism or evidence of sole-sourcing, or, in the aafsthe Dawson
sewage project, paying more for new technology thatot
proven to work effectively in this latitude. In shothe public
does not want to see any more boondoggles. Oveebyatg-
jects, delays, confusion, white elephants — so mwelsted
money and so little to show for it.

This fall the Yukon public will have been subjectedl1
years of Yukon Party rule, and over this time the&dn public
has witnessed a great many problems when it com@&ah-
ning, building and managing complex capital prgjecthese
projects over the last 11 years of Yukon Party govent in-
clude the Tantalus School in Carmacks, which atssuded
the Yukon College Carmacks campus; the P3 bridgegsal
at Dawson; the athletes village as part of the Gand/inter
Games; the Alaska-Yukon railway study; the F.H.li@slre-
placement project; the Dawson sewage treatmeniityadche
Dawson and Watson Lake hospitals; the Crocus Ridge
dence; Whitehorse Correctional Centre; expansion thaf
Whitehorse International Airport; Hamilton Bouledaexpan-
sion.

All these projects have raised serious concernsjusbin
the minds of legislators in this Assembly, but ire tpublic,
with contractors and with citizens. All governmenpsist and
present, have encountered problems around maj@agspand
| am reminded of this many times by the Premier hat the
NDP government may have made some mistakes. Althdug
have to point out one that strikes me because diragyl hear
him go on about the Taga Ku, it reminds me thdaat, there
was a political decision made by a newly elected&oruParty
government to basically rescind a commitment maggdy-
ernment with respect to a project from Champagrk Aishi-
hik First Nations to build a convention centre amatel and
office spaces down on the waterfront. There wast @fl con-
troversy about that and a lot of pressures fromirtkile back
rooms of the Yukon Party, and ultimately the YukBarty
government cancelled that project. But you know twitiee
government doesn't ever tell you? That in fact @@mpagne
and Aishihik First Nations were vindicated. The Gupe
Court of Yukon vindicated the Champagne and Aighibwer
the Yukon Party in that dispute and they paid wgetilement
— $8 million. So there are political decisions atére are
outcomes.

scene. We are not immune, Mr. Speaker, but weezm from
other examples from elsewhere as well.

I will try to focus my comments this afternoon diree
key examples that demonstrate how we as electadiatsf
need to do a better job of managing capital prsjedne is the
government’s decision of a “do-over”, | guess weldccall it,
of the F.H. Collins school replacement project.eAfspending
millions on design work, after tendering two magapects of
the project, after many building advisory committaeetings,
there is a quick turnaround and they announcedrggs-style
facility.

I'll look also at some of the outcome with respextthe
Auditor General’'s report on major health capitabjpcts that
looked at the decisions made by the DepartmenteafitH and
Social Services and the Yukon Hospital Corporatioth re-
spect to building expensive hospitals to delivesrsterm care
without a proper needs assessment or rigorous ipignn

| raise this as another example of where, if we'tddmthe
due diligence, the whole issue of value for monegdmes
very important. On a national scene we’ve seendtosind the
debate for the procurement of new jets for the GemaForces.
Both the Parliamentary Budget Officer and the Amd&eneral
roundly criticized the way this process was manaayati found
the decision to purchase did not represent valuenfiney. We
have an obligation as legislators to ensure tHatfabur deci-
sions, at minimum, achieve value for money.

In response to these challenges that legislatariamen-
tarians, provincial legislators and territorial erfgave encoun-
tered in effectively managing the public purse,oremenda-
tions have come from many sources.

One of the recommendations with respect to theonati
defence at a national level was to increase thesmlg of the
Department of National Defence equipment spendingstab-
lishing a parliamentary subcommittee responsible rfmjor
Crown projects. That was suggested because theofathns-
parency in democratic mechanisms affecting theectirmili-
tary procurement regime needs to be addressedgthmgneater
parliamentary oversight. There are parallels h@omtracts that
must go through a parliamentary committee or sulmciti®e
before receiving approval are significantly motesly to guar-
antee job offsets, include specific costs and gelyenvolve a
greater degree of open competition for the pubbdads in-

The Premier tends to trot these examples out when wolved. So this goes some way to explain why wesHaought

raise issues about the here and now as if this wesaid an-
swer to the projects that are spiralling out oftooinunder his
watch, and that he actually has some control over.

Pointing fingers is not the answer, and it's natdership.
The Liberal government may have made some mistales,
the Premier's predecessor never missed a momern \Wie
heat was on him for his decisions, to go on attlerdpout the
Mayo-Dawson transmission line.

The point is that all governments of all partieastpand
present, could benefit from greater oversight, asspend the
public’'s money.

The motivation for this motion has come from evethest
have transpired here in the territory and also han riational

this motion forward.

So I'd like to spend a little time reflecting on attthis mo-
tion would do. The motion, in essence, would insecaver-
sight by Members of the Legislative Assembly forjonaapi-
tal spending.

Greater oversight and transparency in our democigcy
critical to ensure the public is getting value faoney, that
government is accountable for spending, and thpitaigoro-
jects reflect public priorities. The motion propssiat such
oversight is based on principles that are very damd reason-
able and should help us to avoid the worst caseasies of
boondoggles, rumours of graft or corruption, negpatifavour-
itism, projects that are hugely overbudget or waghibd
schedule. This is a reasonable proposition: greatersight,
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greater adherence to planning, expert advice antrais in-
forming the decisions to spend millions of finiieancial re-
sources. All of these lead to better outcomes & lour infra-
structure and the public, and eliminate — or, astglessen —
bad, politically motivated decisions or plans.

One item that | think really needs special emphisibe
need for greater meaningful public involvement. Wiva are
witnessing with this Yukon Party government is ttety know
they have to involve the public, but they have Insiened to
Yukoners. | emphasize the word “meaningful” wheradmes
to public involvement.

Actually listening to Yukoners is the behaviour tthll
accomplish a key criteria in our proposal for oigitson capi-
tal projects, public transparency and accountgbiibu know,
the Yukon as a whole does not benefit when the mowent
disregards the experience and expertise of ouraditiaens. We
cannot afford not to listen.

This motion proposes oversight of capital projelttslari-
fies criteria, according to which capital dollateosld be man-
aged, and the first step is that there is evidehatthere is, at
minimum, a study — expert advice — that the projedt
serve demonstrated needs in the most appropriatecast-
effective way. This is more than public buy-in —Adncial re-
sources are finite. We are talking about our resjity as
managers of the public purse. This requires of goment and
all elected members of this Legislative Assemblgngage in a
process of consultation and prioritization of theeds with the
public. Sometimes this will mean saying no, that ¢blution to
an identified need or problem is not in a shinywvrmiilding,
but in a new way of working and here we think of #hiny,
new hospitals providing short-term care, possiltiytiee ex-
pense of community-based collaborative care.

Once there is evidence of need, we come to the itesrt
requiring oversight: assurances that proper planng fol-
lowed, risks assessed and managed. In 2013, thi#toAGken-
eral’'s report on the Yukon Hospital Corporationapital pro-
jects said, and | quote, “Before beginning futuepital pro-
jects, the Corporation should carry out a needesassent, a
risk assessment, and an options analysis (inclutimg the
projects will be funded); collaborate with the Ddpgent of
Health and Social Services to ensure that it israved any
potential impacts on the Yukon health care systein ...

The first two points in our motion would go a longy to
fulfilling the third item for oversight, which isnsuring that the
project is on-track, that it's on-time and on-buigend that
contingencies are dealt with. Mr. Speaker, | wanb¢ clear
about this. We are not proposing that we have ¢hetien in
terms of prescribing what this greater legislatiweersight
would look like. What we are identifying is thatighgovern-
ment has a real problem in the way it has managddgknned
capital projects. We believe that allowing greateersight and
scrutiny by the public’s representative — all ofhere elected
— that will help to ensure that there are fewerrtioshows
when it comes to capital project management.

Some will argue that the Public Accounts Commitate
ready provides an important function, but that feerathe
money is spent, or after the Auditor General has/iged an

audit and commented. Perhaps the mandate of thicFAd
counts Committee could be expanded to play motee wétch-
dog role over capital projects and their progress.

As | said, my intent of bringing this motion forvagais not
to prescribe how, but to engage in discussion thighmembers
of this Legislative Assembly in an open mannerhsd tve can
find ways to achieve the objectives set out inriaion. This
motion could also be achieved in the form of a retanding
committee that exists in some manner in other Wiester-
style parliaments. To move forward toward this moztauld
hopefully eliminate or minimize major mistakeswibuld make
things more open and transparent and less likelycépital
projects or infrastructure projects to be abusedsfort-term
political gain.

I thought it would be useful to go into some detdibut a
number of the projects and what has transpired, raagbe
think about and show where greater oversight mighte or
could have prevented serious problems.

The Official Opposition raises this because Yukeogie
care about this. As elected officials, we needetwn from how
we — and | use “we”, because we are all accountablelem-
bers of this Legislative Assembly — have manageutrects,
because again, we have finite financial resourdésen we
waste taxpayers’ monies, we are robbing from otfmgrortant
projects or services.

So we've heard a lot over the last number of moatii
certainly over the last month about the F.H. Cellreplace-
ment project. It highlights that when something gogong, it
can go really wrong. A year ago — 364 days ago —Mainch
26, the Premier said this: “As | have stated, wee @mmitted
to F.H. Collins. Like all projects now, we want ¢éosure that
the diligence is done. We make sure that when wkenaa
investment, when we are using taxpayers’ dollars,ensure
that this is done wisely and that our diligencease to ensure
the investments meet scrutiny and we meet expeotatof
taxpayers and that we’re spending their money wisel

However, this government’s management of the F.H.

Collins replacement doesn’t look or sound like disesponsi-
bility, nor does it look like due diligence has hef®llowed.
This project has been an ongoing saga of brokemiges, de-
lays, flip-flops, confusion and decisions that héefe students,
parents and taxpayers scratching their collectvads. If you
think back — it goes back a long way — the Libegalern-
ment of 2000-2002 first announced that a replacerfoerthe
aging F.H. Collins would be built. Estimates at thee put a
price tag at $25 million. The Yukon Party came iptaver and
it wasn’t so much a priority for this government kaild or
rebuild the F.H. Collins Secondary School. Ther2@®9 the
then Yukon Party Education minister announced tlesv n
school would be rebuilt over the next three to fgears. In
2009, $400,000 was set aside for hiring an ardhitedraft the
plans. At that time the minister announced thagxpected it to
be very close to breaking ground in about 12 monthen the
minister said that he expected the cost to exc2gdllion.

It might be reasonable, given that it is nine yesftsr the
Liberal government — instead, it was going to c82%5 mil-
lion. At that time there were other estimates thatld put the
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cost of replacing the school at nearly double tha$48 mil-
lion.

So we fast-forward a couple of years — nothing rteadly
happened. 2011, pre-election time — no one is gngoon
forget that, on the eve of the election, the Prempasted pho-
tos, with shovels in hand, and announced the projeuld
soon be open for business — open in August ofyies.

Mr. Speaker, when | was thinking about this, | wealiz-
ing that this was not the first time that the YukBarty has
used an election to make commitments to new schbotzall
being a member of the Hillcrest Community Assooiatand
being at an all-candidates forum. The then YukortyRaandi-
date announced, to the surprise of everybody, diuotu the
then Minister of Education for the Yukon Party, ttisdae had
the authorization of the Premier of the day to amuoe that a
new school was being built in Copper Ridge. Thimmewhat
annoyed the existing Minister of Education, becabsehad
been announcing that there would be a new schoittl ibu
Burwash. Guess what, Mr. Speaker? Neither the $cimo
Copper Ridge nor the school in Burwash Landing uak by
the Yukon Party.

Political opportunism is another thing that canaeided,
and political shamefacedness could also be avafded have
the kind of due diligence that legislative oversigtovides.

Back to the story of F.H. Collins — we've got thas-
nouncement just before the election in 2011. Ttsh muas on.
There had been plans for geothermal as the hestinge for
this school. Suddenly they're off. They were scrap&fter the
election, the minister was forced to announce thatproject
would be delayed for another year. This time toigaght —
and geothermal was back in. New problems emergeuatW
would the students do when the gym was demolished?
tricky building on a site that will continue to lised through-
out the construction project, and the governmend hat
planned for temporary facilities. Delaying of teridg brought
further confusion, but despite all this, the mieisassured eve-
ryone that the project was proceeding. Total cast r— al-
most $56 million. After all, millions had alreadpmge into the
design work and discussions with the school comtyiwia the
building advisory committee. There were bumps ie thad,
but a fine school to be proud of would be built.

Then the real surprise — after receiving three ,bitie
government says the bids are too high and annolut'&e®ing
with a new campus-style design. It is throwing avemyne-
where between $3 million and $6 million in desigmd grep
work.

The input of the building advisory committee istlie bin,
and we're importing a design from Alberta. It's Hao see how
this reflects due diligence. This is really unitaleaction. After
lengthy consultation with the school community @he public
on the design, the public no longer buys the YuRamty's
approach on this file as being fiscally responsililéas turned
into ad hoc crisis management to suit short-teratifipal ob-
jectives, and we deserve more. Citizens of the Yiutteserve
more.

Rather than performing sound project managementiand
livering the infrastructure that Yukoners need —attimeets

their needs and that leverages millions of capitalars for
maximum effect — this government did not look attlever-
age factor. It did not look at the implications foe local econ-
omy of a major change at this stage of the project.

How many Yukoners, who expected to be employechen t
project in the skilled trades, will be looking feork elsewhere
this year?

It is probably useful to reflect on what the Audit®eneral
said when he reviewed the Department of EducatioR009,
because it is material to the conversation we anéniy here,
Mr. Speaker. He said, and | quote, “The Departnf&g no
long-term master plan to ensure that it is managitwpol fa-
cilities effectively and preparing for significamhallenges,
such as the number of schools that are aging anckéd of
repair. At the same, time, vacancy rates are higin-White-
horse schools alone, student enrolment for 2008 3,879
and almost as many seats were vacant. Without iitiésc
management plan that considers the condition apdoiy of
each school, it is difficult for the Departmentgian for main-
tenance, repairs, and improvements where they apst m
needed.

“The Department does not have a long-term stratgigin
for managing challenges such as aging schools antinohg
enrolment. The lack of such a long-term plan wigedfic,
measurable goals makes it difficult for the Depanirto track
whether it is making optimal use of its resourced progress-
ing toward its objectives. Nor does it have a rnisknagement
plan to formally identify each risk that could ingee its
achievement of objectives...”

The Auditor General also spoke about the overalh-ma
agement with respect to Highways and Public Worlgepts.
In 2008, he said, and | quote: “Many of the tramti@n in-
frastructure and building projects we looked atksas bridge
rehabilitation, highway reconstruction, airport way resurfac-
ing, construction of airport terminal buildings aodmmunity
centres, and school replacement and expansion)aventtheir
original targets for total spending. Most of thejpcts were
not completed on schedule. In some cases...” andighisa-
sonable, Mr. Speaker “...the problems were beyondDbe
partment’'s control. However...” the Auditor Generalufid,
“...the Department did not adequately manage theaiskuch
occurrences. Nor did it conduct the required revigwcom-
pleted projects to evaluate whether it had followaggropriate
procedures, observed economy and efficiency, and thee
objectives for the project.”

That leaves the public with a lot of questions tuat con-
stantly unanswered.

Has the government made up its mind before teng¢hia
project to scrap it and start from scratch? Thisith respect to
F.H. Collins. Was it not possible to work with cradtors to
find some savings?

After all, the impact of an eleventh-hour cancébiatof a
project at the beginning of a building season -hilk that it's
really important to note that to put together aadedl bid costs
a business thousands of dollars and hundreds of lafuime.
So we’re asking people to engage in this procagsogether a
substantial amount of their own private sector nyowéh the
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view that these projects are going to be creatingkvior local
workers and building this local economy. Cancedlatat the
eleventh hour has a serious impact on the locaha@uy in
terms of lost jobs and lost tax revenue.

The question really is: How was it possible thatnsany
things went so wrong? Greater oversight, such asneero-
posing in the motion, could have helped to prevbig mess.
We're not talking about a legislative oversighttthanvolved
in the day-to-day management. It's about making sbat the
basics, in terms of the decision, are understoddréecom-
mitments are made. That's the job of those elebtethe citi-
zens of the Yukon.

The tale of the Yukon Party’s two overbudget anbitoe-
schedule hospitals is a story of many elementsadt the ele-
ment of sole-source contracts, of the Yukon Paoyeghment
ignoring their own promises, of not listening toRomers’ in-
put, of not valuing the experience and advice okdfus citi-
zens and the medical professions across the comtinwf
money wasted, and decisions that led to unexpegctadher
operating costs.

Although the government has waxed poetic abouh#esl
for health care funding sustainability and did ieddaunch a
lengthy review of health care that pre-dated thasilens with
respect to the hospitals in Watson Lake and Dawsbaf they
sort of waxed poetic about is fundamentally at odits the
government’s management practices on these majalthhe
related projects.

If we look, for example, at Watson Lake and follofe
convoluted path toward building a new hospital,he@e to go
back a long way — to a year or so after the YukartyPcame
to power.

| started with the 2004 community consultation. The-
tions Consulting 200&unctional & Facilities Progranreport
said that a small residential care facility for ises be built on
the property of the existing old Watson Lake hadpithe ex-
isting hospital facility will not be replaced, thgiu there would
be some renovations toward addressing operatissaks, in-
cluding the renovation of the delivery and mategrnitom.

This report explains why the health facility constion in
Watson Lake started as a multi-care facility, n@taahospital.
A 2005, $5.2-million budget was announced for thiéding of
the Watson Lake multi-care facility. However, andfartu-
nately, the approach we've seen repeatedly by th@iY Party
was unfurled and began the approach around soteisgu

Footings were poured before the design was findlize
Once the design was decided, questions were raisedt the
viability of attaching the new construction to thee-existing
building. Questions were ignored and we paid — plblic
paid, the taxpayers paid.

By March 2007, with $3 million already spent, it swalear
the project was going overbudget. This was confitrimeDe-
cember 2007, when the then Minister of Health and& Ser-
vices — the current Minister of Energy, Mines anesBurces
— admitted the cost had likely climbed over the kestimate
of $10 million — almost double the original estimat

Other troubles were brewing — troubles that shdwdde
been settled at the design phase. By late 2008dhernment

had indicated it was halting the project. Theseprelic dol-
lars. By 2009, the new construction, which had bieeprop-
erly designed, sole sourced and not properly cladthe
weather, was developing mould, and it was becoraipgliti-
cal liability rather than a building to help thenges of Watson
Lake.

If you drove through Watson Lake at that time yoouid
know what a mess it was, seeing piles of buildingterials
open to the weather. The government needed aawolgtiickly
and the new Watson Lake hospital was conceivad.rbt yet
delivered.

This story explains why the Auditor General recgtiar-
acterized the government’'s decision making withpees to
these health care facilities as political, ratheant evidence-
based. It is clear that the government was nobviollg the
intentions of its own health care review, whichad launched
in 2008. The central purpose of that review waplém for the
sustainability of Yukon’'s health care system. Thevigw
spelled out very clearly that health care servimed facilities
should be transferred from the Department of Heatith Social
Services to the Yukon Hospital Corporation onlyititan be
demonstrated that the transfer would lead to bathrgrove-
ment in the alignment in the delivery of healthecaervices,
and improved cost efficiency and effectivenesshia service
delivery.”

Contrary to this central recommendation from ¥gkon
Health Care Reviewthe transfer of responsibility for the Wat-
son Lake hospital happened with no one else slppgothe
effectiveness of the hand-off. All signs suggest ¢hpital pro-
ject and fiscal mismanagement of rural hospitals, lim fact,
worsened under the Hospital Corporation.

We need to step back a bit here and think thaheatore
of this, we need a little reminder to ourselves &mdhe gov-
ernment about ministerial responsibility, becausdiraes it
appears that the minister would like to abdicaterbsponsibil-
ity for the Yukon Hospital Corporation managemémtt, in fact
the Minister of Health and Social Services oversa®s$is ac-
countable to this Legislative Assembly for the iempkntation
and administration of a number of Yukon acts incigd most
notably, both thédealth Actand theHospital Act.

So before | go further in talking about the builgliaf the
new Watson Lake hospital, | really would like tocenagain
acknowledge the contribution of Watson Lake resisleand
health professionals. | know for a fact that examllteam and
community-based care has been successfully detfivieyedy-
namic and skilled health professionals in WatsokelLdt is my
understanding that in 2008 they prepared an armsabystheir
practice with statistics on facility use and resuéiccompanied
by their vision of excellence. They developed amelytcircu-
lated — they shared with the government. It saddeesto
think that the Yukon Party government has at tilgasred the
expertise and constructive advice of its own citize

So back to the birth of the new Watson Lake hokpitae
Yukon Hospital Corporation appeared committed fdicating
the Yukon Party approach to poor planning. In tihrto pro-
ceed with the big capital project, the actual psge- deliver-
ing care — was neglected. This is evident in th@2@unc-
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tional plan for the Watson Lake hospital, where tghors
note that staffing and occupancy estimates wereanailable.
And | quote: “It is strongly recommended that ... dbe
numbers be estimated prior to final detail designehsure
adequacy of the program...” and for “...estimating maxn
occupancy load conditions for fire exiting requikams.” The
Auditor General’s findings in his recent report wer surprise
either, Mr. Speaker.

hospitals. It also did not determine the incremlenteerating
costs for the hospitals until construction was welter way.
The Corporation cannot demonstrate that the hdspiaa de-
signed, are the most cost-effective option for ingethe
communities’ health care needs.”

It seems the people of Dawson have been almostrayst
atically ignored. They are now facing the prospafogreat in-
security with respect to health care services.years, Dawso-

It's a real and profound shame that so many praciounites have requested mental health, addiction sesyibirths

health care dollars have been spent following iadfanistakes
as opposed to following a design for the kind okdhat would
be appropriate to the needs of the people.

Mr. Speaker, in the last few days we've seen furthg-
dence that Yukon’s health care is in a state @liggras | speak
to this motion.

and deaths in their home community, support foooiur dis-
ease management and respite care.

| urge the people of Dawson to remain hopeful. \\éelia-
tening, even if the government is not. Your inmutalued and
valid. You may yet get the services your communiggds in
this fancy new building, which still has no openidgte or

The hospitals are overbudget and behind scheduike. M model of care defined.

lions have been spent on physician recruitment,Yygtoners

are still facing a doctor shortage. Just this weekywe heard,
the entire Yukon Medical Council resigned en maSse.what

we are doing is we are proposing oversight — ogéatgby the

elected Members of the Legislative Assembly to dwiactly

the scenario both the government and citizens avefacing.

The Watson Lake hospital would have benefited fthenmo-

tion we proposed today — a proper needs assessmsnt,
management, proper planning to ensure clear budgetsime-

lines. We are not talking about Members of the &legive

Assembly doing planning; it's having responsibiltty ensure
that proper needs assessments, risk assessmentprapet

planning has been done, because clearly this laiyisl As-

sembly and this government have failed in this rga

Public transparency and accountability from the &fuk
Party are still wanting. On the opening day of #iting of the
Legislature, the Minister of Health and Social $&¥s refused
to be accountable for the decisions of his YukortyPgovern-
ment by saying, “... the Government of Yukon was mespon-
sible for building those two hospitals.”

Just yesterday, the minister abdicated his resbiitgi
when he acknowledged he doesn’t know what happeuritdd
the $12.7 million directed for physician recruitheg@learly,
Yukon needs more oversight, transparency and atability.

| thought | would touch just a little bit on theost of the
Dawson City hospital. | expect that others will abeo this as
well. It is similar to the Watson Lake hospital rstobut it's
different too. As in Watson Lake, in 2004, Dawsesidents
and health providers participated in a 2004 OptiGoasulting
Functional & Facilities Program— Dawson City Health Cen-
tre, which recommended — this is based on the inmrhfthe
health care providers and the residents of Dawsoreplace-
ment and co-location of the Dawson City health st not a
hospital — McDonald Lodge and the ambulance staBmin
2004, both communities prioritized new facilitiesr fseniors,
but instead, in 2013, they received overbudget bekind-
schedule hospitals designed to provide short-tesare @t the
greatest expense. These are sad stories to reMiev@peaker.

I will return to the Auditor General's report, ahdjuote,
“The Corporation did not conduct a full assessmehthe
communities’ health care needs in planning andgiésgy the

A lot of health care dollars have been sunk intgoman-
frastructure with improper planning. Money has beested;
residents have been ignored; operating costs nyilet and the
risks associated with staffing and housing remaisolved.

As Official Opposition, we consistently proposeuwimns.
Today we propose legislative oversight to ensuat We don't
repeat these kinds of mistakes. Oversight was meetien the
Yukon Party government transferred responsibilitythe new
Watson Lake and Dawson City facilities to the Yulkdéospital
Corporation. Oversight and proper planning may have-
vented the corporation from debt financing. Witloger over-
sight these projects may have come forward as ppptions
before the Legislative Assembly, rather than refngiroff-
book.

The Yukon Party government is not being fiscallypen-
sible with our precious health care dollars. Aistinoney has
been spent with no way to show it is improving gatiout-
comes. More oversight would have helped. The YuRarty
government, though, has been clearly investing @oramuni-
cations spin-doctoring approach — that’s one dottiey like.
The $27-million lump sum payment toward a portidnttee
hospital’s off-book debt is being spun as fiscaldance.

The Premier’s speaking notes urge us to see ikagpay-
ing down a house debt. This is just plain insultiogrukoners.
Good money thrown after bad cannot be spun asl fista
dence. Hospitals belong to the public. They aresnpiposed to
be anyone’s home, and generally a health caremyshould
aim to keep people out of the emergency ward, bthehos-
pital.

There is another area that | just wanted to touchrefly.
The areas | touch on are areas where | think thateSmes
good things happen despite ourselves. One of t@sds the
whole issue of the athletes village that was deuedoin con-
junction with the Canada Winter Games. | beliea tfukon-
ers take pride and should take pride in the womdi€Canada
Winter Games we hosted and the legacy that flowa ft. As
someone who had the privilege of being part of ienage-
ment team for the Canada Winter Games, | know ¢aty
single Yukoner had some role to play in the sucacdghose
games. There’s a story there too with respect twr pranage-
ment and lack of legislative oversight.
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In February 2008, the Auditor General announcetl tthey
Yukon government spent $43 million more on the gathan
it had planned. And the Auditor General recommerttiat the
government improve its megaproject planning padicie

Mr. Speaker, as an aside on that, one of the aspétt
respect to the athletes village — the originalmeated cost of
the athletes village was $2.4 million, and it woeltd up cost-
ing $31 million. During the course of the lead-up those
games — in my previous career, | was working asraos of-
ficial with the public service of the Government@dnada — a
number of proposals were put forward, and one efmthn-
cluded the development of a prefabrication plantiie devel-
opment of modular homes. The initial project wasbto the
building of facilities for housing athletes for t@nada Winter
Games. A significant amount of money, time and gyer
this is a repeat story, Mr. Speaker. We have héabéfore;
there’s a theme here.

We ask the public, we ask First Nation governmewss,
ask the private sector to engage, because thegvbdlithat
there is actually a willingness to take proposald & carry
them through. So these proponents put forward pagsal. It
was funded by the federal government. It was apatall the
way up the line by the Yukon Party system, and safidthe
approval by the Yukon Party was withdrawn, leavéngumber
of First Nation governments and their corporatiomd only
chagrined, but angry. It's a continuation of thaidkof rela-
tionship that this government doesn’t quite gehwispect to
working with First Nation governments.

The end result was that not only did we not seedthel-
opment of that industry in this territory, we sawe ttosts going
from $2.4 million to over $31 million. So becauséstgovern-
ment did not listen to the Auditor General — refuse — and
sometimes considers the Auditor General's viewssiagply
opinions, Yukoners continue to pay for an attitdldat disre-
gards principles of fiscal management.

An area that has received considerable discussidmall
continue to receive discussion, because the ssompt over, is
the issue of the Whitehorse Correctional Centre.

Going back to July 2007, Steve Cardiff, who was NP
MLA for Mount Lorne, raised some concerns aboutdistinct
possibility that the new Whitehorse Correctionahtte would
be significantly overbudget. At the time, Mr. Cdfdiaid, and |
quote: “This year's budget includes $3.24 millicor fesign
work on a replacement for the antiquated Whiteh@serec-
tional Centre ..., but the minister ... has been coteplesilent
on how this project is coming along ... By now, theh®muld
have at least been a Request for Proposals isbuedhere’s
been nothing.”

Mr. Cardiff went on to note that it had been fonda half
years since the Yukon Party government abruptlyedalvork
on the new correctional facility proposed by theyious gov-
ernment, after about $2 million had already beeanspMr.
Cardiff said, and | quote: “A project like the newerrectional
facility, with an eventual price tag of $25 millioor more,
needs a high degree of transparency so that Yuleople
know they are getting value for money. We know tiasern-
ment’'s track record of resisting openness and pia@scCy.

Taxpayers shouldn’t be saddled with another proljiet the
Watson Lake health facility where decisions maddirze
closed doors to bypass the established competiidding
process result in lengthy delays and skyrocketosisc”

Six years ago Mr. Cardiff called on the then Jestitnis-
ter to give a full accounting for what was happegra the Cor-
rectional Centre project. Further on in an exchaimgehe
spring of 2008 with the then Minister of HighwaysdaPublic
Works, Mr. Cardiff noted that the project which hbdgun
with an initial price tag of around $21 million hadllooned to
$32 million. When questioned about the growing saoshd
probably future cost overruns, Mr. Lang evaded ghestion
and said, “The program will be starting this yead é will be
unfolding over the next period of time. We will berking
with contractors, we will be working with biddingné hope-
fully, at the end of the day, our prices will comdine.”

You know what, Mr. Speaker? We have an obligation t
do more than hope that our prices are going to dartiee. We
have obligation to deliver. Mr. Cardiff raised thencerns of
the Auditor General about the planning and fiseattls of
the government on this project. Mr. Cardiff poirlyedsked
about how the government would address the Audien-
eral’s concern. Mr. Lang answered that of courseduvern-
ment is working with the report and that, and | igli6We are
certainly working with the report and the shortcogs that
report showed the government of the day.”

I must give that minister credit. At least he ackierlged
the government’s failings and did not try to sgioff as a suc-
cess or to hide it as a new platform commitmentweleer, the
minister did hedge his bets by claiming that holpefihe new
costs would meet the budget expectations. Welly tidn’t.
That $32-million raw cost became $60 million andvnee are
near $70 million — somewhere near that — spentephacing
the Whitehorse Correctional Centre.

Would more oversight have been a good thing to balp
sure Yukon taxpayers didn't get fleeced, as a $2llem pro-
ject turned to a $70-million project? | think sdédlieve Yukon
taxpayers believe so.

There’s yet another case study that we could usgete
haps learn about why an effective legislative aghtsis so
important. It was recently reported in the medat thastewater
was flooding out of the treatment centre in Daw€ily — the
waste-water treatment plant — into the town.

The builder, Corix, is currently doing operatiordamain-
tenance under contract to the Yukon government ted
builder is to train and hand over operation andntesiance to
the municipality. You know what, Mr. Speaker? Tlogvt is
saying they don’t want to be in charge of operatod main-
tenance until they know what the costs are andetloosts are
going up. The city manager said, and | quote: s fpoint in
time, we don’t know what — if it works; we don't &w that it
works or what the operating costs are.”

There were many concerns about this project abtiset;
still, the Yukon Party plowed ahead. This is yebther exam-
ple of not listening, which points to item 4 in omotion: the
need for greater transparency and oversight.
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So let's look at a little bit of background; I'm thgoing
into too much detail here — on the Dawson wastenteat-
ment plant. We’'ll all recall that this waste-watezatment pro-
ject was court-ordered after the municipality ofwidan City
was found to be in violation of the law for dumpingtreated
sewage into the Yukon River.

Corix of Victoria, British Columbia, was awardedetbon-
tract in April 2009 to build this treatment plant.

You will recall also, I'm sure, that there was ciolesable
discussion when the Yukon government decided t@gtside

ernment differently from his predecessors in th&dfuParty. |
believed him. | am looking for ways to find somenifestation
of what he said in those public debates — whatdia ® the
electorate — about being willing to do governmeiffedently.
We're asking him to consider this.

The Office of the Auditor General of Canada haswsho
conclusively in numerous reports — and | have citegin this
afternoon — that the Yukon Party government malexssibns
based on political concerns instead of due progessidence.

We've all seen the result — poor results, wasteltbudn

and hired AECOM Technology Corporation, which is ansquandered opportunities. Something has to change.

American professional technical and managementstger-

vices conglomerate, and B.C. Bid — a B.C. Crownnage
responsible for P3s — as experts on the bid. Tignat bid

was $25 million. Eyebrows were raised at the tiraeduse the
Corix bid was by far the highest. A rival contractmd $16.5
million and used a technology utilized in 700 leoas around
the world, including 100 in the north.

As | also said during Question Period, | do susgieat this
is a difficult issue for the Premier. No one likesmake mis-
takes. No one likes to admit that they’'ve been \grddo one
likes acknowledging that they are not good at shingtafter
spending immeasurable time and effort trying tovioce the
public that they are. However, the people of th&kofy who
have entrusted us to manage the affairs of thiédrion their

The eyebrows were also raised because the technolopehalf, expect and deserve better from us — anddnmall of

Corix put forward was unproven in the north. Sopitesthe

Premier’s current speaking points about his fismahagement
with respect to the bids on the F.H. Collins reptaent, this
story is a case of when his Yukon Party governnestit for

the highest bid from an Outside company with anrowgn

system. To date the Yukon government has paid CH2i%

million — that’s according to the contract registry

So while Corix is currently doing operation and mei
nance and doing reporting, it's the municipalitgtteigns it off,
and the municipality is rightly concerned aboutuasisig re-
sponsibility for this project. Rumour also hadMit, Speaker —
because lacking the aspect of transparency, runtoare be-
come the currency, and that's unfortunate for govemt —
that there are several areas of non-compliance thighwater
licence.

This is a project that could have used greatersigier and
the ability for the public to say, “Hold on a mieutLet’s get
this right. Let’s rein it in. Let’s do the rightitig here.”

Today’'s motion is necessary because of mistakes rimad
the past, currently, with public money. Health ¢asehools,
waste management — these are not things to plaicpol
games with. We are deadly serious about how Yuloaes
served by this House.

This mation is explicitly clear on its goals. Rodras been
intentionally left for the government, in conjurarti with oppo-
sition politicians, if the government chooses, ®velop the
details of increased legislative oversight of capiproject
spending. However, the principle is clear.

As | said during Question Period, oversight of goneent
spending in our parliamentary system is a fundaaieote of
all elected Members of the Legislative Assemblyt, jnet those
in Cabinet. | can understand why the Premier migtit like
this, which is presumably why he refused to anstverques-
tion. It's contrary to the Yukon Party’s failed appch of oper-
ating behind closed doors and keeping the publtbéndark —
but you know, | have faith in the fact that peopbey things
when they put themselves out for public office.etall the
Premier in the leadership forums saying that helevdo gov-

us, regardless of partisan stripe. They expect rgowent to
learn from past mistakes and take concrete aati@msure that
they are not repeated. That's what is laid outhiy totion.

While my comments have evoked some of the many ex-
amples of Yukon Party mismanagement of major chpita:
jects, the motion itself does not judge. It layskhame. It pro-
poses a positive, forward-looking solution to ai®es issue.
While | don’t wish to prescribe a specific mechamifor in-
creased legislative oversight on the floor of thausk today, |
would like to provide an example of legislative wmight in
another jurisdiction that might help inform Yukor@pproach.

First | will mention that when discussing capitabjects,
there can be concerns about commercial confid@gti@@om-
mercial confidentiality needs to be respected, @aucllels can
be drawn from the example I'm about to provide apglied to
this notion of commercial confidentiality. An exalapof a
committee handling sensitive information in a pragjmfash-
ion can be found in the U.K. They have developedramittee
of parliamentarians to provide legislative oversigh national
security. This committee is composed of elected bemwho
are granted access to sensitive information orutiderstand-
ing that elected politicians require full discloswnd informa-
tion in order to support, oppose or ask to modiligies, pro-
grams or actions. This committee provides annuyabnte. Ar-
eas touching on national security requirements lzaredited
out.

Now, one could say that the issues of capital ptsje
spending and national security are, needless toveay differ-
ent from one another. However, the principle hadsmatters
of importance to the jurisdiction in question, Egtors must be
able to perform their duties with full access tbrelevant in-
formation. As successful, national oversight coneeit show,
oversight can be provided on sensitive mattersowitisacrific-
ing confidentiality. A similar proposal has beendaan Can-
ada by a progressive research organization in detgamvell-
known problems with federal government defence dipen
As | mentioned earlier, to avoid future boondoggtbe estab-
lishment of a parliamentary committee or sub-cortemritre-
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sponsible for major Crown projects has been pragholsethis
case, greater parliamentary oversight would reisuljovern-
ment spending that is significantly more likely ¢oarantee
jobs, specific costs and generally involve a gredtgree of
open competition. It is so essential that peopleamdy think
that there is open competition but they know faeghat there
is. These are admirable objectives that serve ubéquinterest.

The Minister of Highways and Public Works has spoke
recently about the procurement office. He said that gov-
ernment is for working with contractors and fortbetprocur-
ing of services. We accept that work is neededdtdress pro-
curement issues for businesses, especially smakprY-owned
businesses. Contractors | have met with have bkr that
the government’s procurement process is brokeringpthem
potential economic opportunities and wasting tampsly
money.

We do not need to see headlines like “Contractorthé
Whistle Bend subdivision toyed with like pawns inchess
game”. That's not what we need. That doesn'’t réfleell on
this Legislative Assembly. It's important that wi agree that
the processes must be made fair and accessibleeowas
laudable as it is, the minister's procurementsdtiite is a sin-
gle, narrow initiative. It's a slice of what neeidsbe dealt with.
It's not enough.

The Auditor General has roundly criticized the wthis
government plans major capital projects and homakes de-
cisions with the public purse — with the taxpayemsoney.
Like his predecessor, the Premier has attemptedibimize
the importance of the Auditor General’s findingsoab the
state of capital project mismanagement and the tdcilan-
ning.

So it's on to the next massive project without aepnse
there have been lessons learned from past mistakes.

I've talked a little bit about a humber of the ralets that
have led to cost overruns at the athletes villdgge Whitehorse
Correctional Centre — those that are built withgubperly
demonstrated need; the two hospitals; the overgeafimro-
jects with major functional problems; the Dawsowage pro-
ject; renovation of the then-Watson Lake multi-céaeility,
which morphed into a hospital to avoid scrutinynfrthe Leg-
islative Assembly; the spending of millions on piarg for
projects unlikely to get off the ground without end-project
— the Alaska-Yukon railway feasibility study comtsmind,;
the P3 bridge at Dawson.

In light of the serious rebukes from the Auditorn@gal
and the confusion surrounding F.H. Collins, theljoutas very
little confidence in this government’s ability toamage large,
complex infrastructure projects. The long-term ictpaof re-
cent capital projects, such as cost overruns, wssecy design
features and ballooning operating costs, will dffége Gov-
ernment of Yukon’s future budgets, future hiringedge and,
ultimately, future generations of taxpayers.

In the Yukon, government capital projects consitatsig-
nificant share of the Yukon economy. It's a spinits like a
ripple effect. It is important that we get themhtigThe money
wasted on fiscal mismanagement is money taken fotmer

important programs and services that meets thesnagfedukon
people.

The need for increased legislative oversight oftehpro-
ject spending couldn’t be clearer. | know it, Yukpeople
know it, and | believe the members opposite likatpw it as
well. We believe that more oversight by Membershef Legis-
lative Assembly and others, more participation g public in
the discussion of capital spending and assessnoénteeds,
must come first. We believe that through more dgétswe
can make sound choices and avoid major boondoggies.
current practice is not working. We are proposirzetier way,
a more transparent and accountable way to managputblic
purse for the betterment of the territory and gegle, our fel-
low citizens.

We will never agree on all matters brought befdmis t
House. No one expects us to. However, our consti$ye¢he
people of the Yukon expect us to set aside partisensidera-
tion when the good of the territory is clearly ttke.

| believe this is one such situation, one such dppdy. |
respectfully encourage all members of this Houseupport
this motion. Together we can deliver better residtshe peo-
ple we represent, the people we were elected t@ sertoday,
tomorrow and for future generations. It is the tigfing to do,
Mr. Speaker, so let's get on with it.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just want to say that when the
Auditor General came out in 2008, | was a fishingdg. |
spent quite a bit of time as a private businessepwaperating
in the Yukon Territory and very much enjoyed it amdated a
great experience for a lot of tourists who caméhi Yukon.
So I'm not going to speak to what happened back0id8-09,
but | will go on to look — obviously, whoever cradt this mo-
tion for the members opposite has been listeninthéoques-
tions that were asked previously and the questions, the
answers from the ministers on what we are doingatwie
learned from the Auditor General. So I'm going peak to the
positive things that we already are doing.

Highways and Public Works is committed to suppagrtin
Yukoners, enriching their lives, providing them hvihigh-
quality, affordable and energy-efficient governmésmtilities.
Highways and Public Work’s focus is to optimize tise of the
existing building portfolio, which includes replag assets at
the end of their economic life. The goal is to maizie effi-
ciency in the use of capital assets and O&M resesurtligh-
ways and Public Works takes a holistic view of ptatfolio
and tries to find added efficiencies by partnetiing initiatives
of different departments, where possible. Highwaiyd Public
Works uses a project-ranking system that takes aotmunt a
variety of important factors, including health asdfety and
ongoing O&M costs.

The aim is to identify capital projects that wiklover the
best return on investment for Yukoners. The Yukopysation
is growing. Highways and Public Works wants to helgkon
grow by finding better and smarter ways to deveiplity
public infrastructure, despite the limited resosrcelighways
and Public Works maintains a portfolio of more thas0
owned buildings and 70 leased buildings. Mr. Speake old-
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est building is the Old Territorial AdministratidBuilding —
that’s in the Member for Klondike’s area — whichnisw the
Dawson City Museum. It was constructed in 1901. aherage
age of Yukon government buildings valued at $2 iomlland
higher is 34 years old. The Yukon government speatusut
$12 million annually on capital maintenance of goweent
buildings.

We continue to make improvements to our projechpla
ning, leasing and maintenance practices. To this #e Prop-
erty Management division of Highways and Public Wéohas
developed a set of portfolio management approattheseas-
ure real property assets that seek to match defoamaoperty
with available supply, dispose of liabilities, irase the value
of the asset and strategically procure and managjecstate to
minimize the real estate costs to government.

This initiative has led to efficiency improving joroject
planning, leasing and maintenance practices. TheiYgov-
ernment has also committed to improving accesstemment
buildings by its employees, its clients and theegahpublic.
This commitment means taking steps to ensure tBetops
with physical disabilities can safely enter, exitdafunction
within any government building where they work arcess
public services.

In the past five years, Highways and Public Worles h
worked collaboratively with the Yukon Council ondAiBIL-
ITY to perform accessibility assessments of a numbk
Yukon government’s larger facilities. More than ezen as-
sessments have been completed, and the findindakae into
account during capital and space planning.

Specifically, some of the local suppliers askedapro-
vide more training to government employees to iaseeexper-
tise and consistency — we heard that across the eadier;
increase centralized support for procurement — drdhethat
across the way; introduce more electronic toolhet nega-
tively affecting smaller businesses; recognize rtouations of
local business to Yukon's economy; increase comscst, fair-
ness and transparency; reduce supplier time ardapsovide
bids; provide supplier development services to lldoasi-
nesses; measure and track suppliers’ performanteaisa bid
evaluation; spread work and tenders out over thesye

We are building on the foundations of strong gowent
procurement by focusing our efforts on improvingemal
processes, especially those that have createcengel for our
suppliers. These improvements will directly benédital sup-
pliers who are interested in providing goods amngises to the
Yukon government. We have a fiscal responsibildyensure
we are getting better value for our money and atséime time
we want to reduce the cost of doing business wstland gen-
erally provide better procurement services.

By enhancing our relationship with businesses veebat-
ter able to match government needs with the auJail&dxal
resources and help our businesses to be more dtirgétve
will continue to work proactively with local busis®to ensure
that they are our suppliers of choice wheneveripless

Amendment proposed
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | move
THAT Motion No. 368 be amended by deleting the word

The Yukon government has been steadily improvirgy th“increase” and replacing it with the words “contnto im-

accessibility of its buildings in five ways: enswgiall new con-
struction and lease space is accessible from day moving

services from inaccessible buildings to ones thataacessible;
responding to specific access requirements of imgjltenants
on an as-needed basis; identifying accessibilitg &8y factor
when setting annual priorities for capital mainterey and ad-
dressing accessibility issues during capital upgsathdertaken
for any other reason.

prove”.

Speaker: | think everybody has a copy of the amend-
ment. The amendment is in order.

As such, it is moved by the Minister of Highwaysldtub-
lic Works

THAT Motion No. 368 be amended by deleting the word
“increase” and replacing it with the words “contnto im-

Good governance means improving government comporaprove.”

information systems, whether it be finance, humesources,
records, land information, data warehouses andrdscman-
agement and storage. Our government is investingl87mil-

lion to improve the corporate information systend é1.115
million for the records program improvement initiat, which

is improving records management practices acrasgdern-
ment to a standard that will support the managerogdigital

records.

Minister of Highways and Public Works, you have 20
minutes on the amendment.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Mr. Speaker, | just want to talk
about a few projects since 2008 that have been geanan
time and completed on time. The seniors residencé/lite-
horse was a $12-million budgeted project. It camati $11.4
million. Dawson City housing was a $6-million prcojethat

The Government of Yukon has modernized how we proeame in at $5.3 million. We manage Shakwak moneyaon

cure goods — | listened to the member oppositeabtbut our
procurement office — and services to make govertiroen-

tract regulations, policies and procedures fainscstent and
accessible for businesses. We are being respottsinput we
heard from contractors and suppliers, and we arplgying

procurement processes so that it is easier to dméss with
the government. What suppliers told us is they waateased
information about and access to government busioggertu-
nities.

regular basis to the tune of millions and milli@fgollars.
When the question was asked in the House earlgroke
about how Canada was so impressed that they warsted
manage the building of their Customs houses, whieldid on
time and on budget. We have two beautiful cultoeadtres and
we’re managing a number of capital projects nowttyBe Ha-
ven is a new second-stage housing facility for woraed chil-
dren escaping family violence. There is a new foay-ambu-
lance station for EMS — a new emergency responsiétya
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The Ross River community arena — a design/buildrechfor
the new arena was signed with Ketza Pacific.

The APU, the arrest processing unit, is an intaiek taold-
ing facility we built as an addition to the Whiteke Correc-
tional Centre. The new passenger boarding bridgestcuction
of the new bridge has been completed. It was a guadhple
of the construction agreement, a YACA agreementh whe
Yukon government and Kwanlin Dun First Nation.

The 2012-13 budget includes a multi-year capitahghat
enables Yukon’s private sector contractors to maead in
relation to our commitment to stable, predictableestments
in key sectors of our economy. We are committed taulti-
year plan of expenditures concerning informatiochtmlogy
of $6.5 million; capital building maintenance of0$25 million;
and transportation infrastructure of $57 millior [&rge capi-
tal projects in this budget cycle include such giras follow:
Yukon College mobile trades unit; the Watson Lakaserva-
tion office; Atlin campground; McDonald Lodge repéament;
the Sarah Steele replacement; the Whitehorse séoigsing
project; Mayo senior housing project; Swift Rivering com-
plex; and Beaver Creek is getting a major $3.66ionilface-
lift. The Ross River public works building will befficially
opened upon completion later this spring.

We will be spending $4 million this year on pernosfr
remediation to stabilize the north Alaska Highwag amprove
the drainage capacity and replace the deterior&®ify surface
with hot-mix asphalt on the Haines Road. A furtfi&B.5 mil-
lion will be spent on pavement overlay for the HsiflRoad.

The Campbell Highway will be undergoing reconstiutt
from kilometre 10 to 190 with an allocation of $&xllion.
This is a high-standard road that provides a sadigerfor the
mix of industrial and private traffic currently angi the high-
way. Another $1.5 million will be utilized to carigut surface
repairs on other sections of the Campbell Highwigye Atlin
Road will see clearing. Our government has beerkiwgrcol-
laboratively with the Vuntut Gwitchin First Natido fund the
Yukon government contribution to the 2014 winteadqgpro-
ject. I'm sure the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin witiray for
snow, as we didn’t have enough last year and tbgegrwas
cancelled.

Other highway improvements include $2 million fdret
second year of a two-year project for reconstrucéind surfac-
ing of the Hot Springs Road. | might add to the owent on
oversight and public input from the member opposigdi-
tional public consultation will be undertaken tesere residents
are completely informed of the 2013 constructioanpand to
determine preferred options in relation to proposgalts trails
adjacent to the highway. $500,000 is to complefetgam-
provements, such as guardrail replacement or repek and
falling protection upgrade improvements on primiaighways.

There is $500,000 for aggregate reproduction amfhcel
of the Silver Trail — $1.25 million for surfacingst repairs

and erosion control on the Dempster Highway. Weehav

$500,000 again this year for the resource access poogram.
HPW works with Economic Development, Energy, Mirkes
Resources, Executive Council Office and Environmentle-
velop a resource access roads framework. The godheo

framework is to clearly outline roles and respottities of

government and industry in the development and gemant
of resource roads. The framework recognizes therest of
First Nations and communities — once again, puislput in
addition to meeting all legal and YESAA consultatiobliga-
tions; $200,000 for our rural roads upgrade programich
we've spoken about many times in this House; $Irfifon

for improvements to the Canol Road; $870,000 fer ghrfac-
ing and safety improvements for various secondaays.

Bridge work continues — $1.18 million for rehatsilion
of bridges at Stewart, Yukon, Carmacks, Haldane \&fagion
Creek, and a further $500,000 has been allocatectfabilita-
tion and design of the Nisutlin Bay bridge.

HPW builds and maintains the infrastructure theabbes
Yukoners to go about their daily lives with safatgnnectivity
and purpose. We built the foundation that enablgkoviers to
travel where they need to and to connect with thepfe who
matter to them. We manage airports to meet the bafbty
standards set by Transport Canada. Governmenttmeats —
the Premier spoke to it yesterday and | spoke tefore: we
are committed to our aerodromes to the tune of3eh8lion
this year and ongoing upgrades for brushing, #ifievelling,
safety security improvements, as well as lightingtallation of
the run-up pads.

Community aerodromes provide the community with ac-

cess to emergency health care through the suppdheoair
medevac operations as well as facilitate RCMP gastAerial
firefighting activities have become the hub of sappemerg-
ing with the relief efforts flowing from a potentidisaster and
emergency.

| want to speak a little bit to some of the thinigat were
said about the Dawson waste-water treatment pldr@.mem-
ber opposite was correct when she said that in ZD&8son
had to comply with a court order. This is a projettere we
went above and beyond the oversight of governmgending
and public input.

We went through — | can’t count them on many sdts o

hands — the public consultation in Dawson City. ¥farted
off working with them all the way on this. We hatee thank
Building Canada and our federal counterparts fer mfoney
that we received for that so we could afford tAdte price of
the project comes from the fact that when you plgaitty to

something, you need to build something to rectify problem.
Community consultation — we started with the lag@onwe

were on this small area because that was the qatlgro The
City of Dawson had a referendum on this. There weaay

public meetings on this and we continue to workhvitiem.

Many other municipalities are under the same typfesrders
where they have to upgrade water and sewer sysi¢tmsare
managing this system for a full year at our costlfie residents
of Dawson and we’re working all the way with theenrmhake
sure that it's sustainable for them in the future.

One of our other major commitments in our platfouas

to build a new secondary school in Whitehorse paee F.H.
Collins. First of all, Mr. Speaker, | would realiite to reassure
the students, the parents and teachers that we ifund to

meet the commitment, as I've said before. As yoavknthe
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bids on the concept for the new F. H. Collins s¢thoent out
for public tender; however, they came in 21 perdegher —
almost $10 million above the government’s pre-tenesti-
mate. This plays into what the Auditor General said

Our government is committed to the principle otéisre-
sponsibility. It's for that reason we will not beogeeding with
a tender-design concept. The Premier, the Finamgister, can
find many priorities for $10 million. Work on thisill proceed
in a timely manner. The member opposite was allydinloss
of jobs — there will be construction, there will pEbs. Stu-
dents will continue their studies in the currertilfey without
interruption while construction of the new buildibggins.

In closing, this government will continue to utéizour
multi-year capital plans to guide the developmehtyakon
infrastructure projects and provide clarity andtaiaty for the
public and industry about Yukon's infrastructuréogties. We
will continue to identify capital projects that Wileliver the
best return on the investment. We will continuentake im-
provements in our project planning, leasing andnteaiance
practices. We will continue to improve access toegnment
buildings. We will continue to modernize how we quce
goods and services. We will continue to delivetttoa projects
in a fiscally responsible manner.

Ms. Hanson:
have suggested to me that the Yukon Party is teaé-d think
what we’ve seen this afternoon is that they're hlisty deaf.
They don’t hear what the people of the Yukon argrgp—
and saying loud and clear. Reiterating, listing #nast verba-
tim — what came out of the Legislative Assembly &luthe
other day of various projects, listing again thegdist of pro-
jects planned and restated again in the Budget esddto be
projected again for this year — that’s not what neetalking
about.

What the member opposite has done, and what he
demonstrated by this amendment to this motionhé& the
Yukon Party firmly rejects any notion of working @ollabora-
tion, in cooperation, with the members of this Istgfive As-
sembly to achieve the purposes that we were aitezlefor: to
represent all Yukoners.

We were not elected to perpetuate or to employ. $gian
understand that a minister responsible for coritrgctor the
Highways and Public Works portfolio would be righty
proud of a number of initiatives that he and hifcadls are
working on, but that's not what we're talking abode’s talk-
ing about how he is accountable to this Legislathasembly
and to the people of this territory for implemeaqgtidecisions
after the legislative authority has been grantewugh this
Legislative Assembly — something, | would note, Mimister
of Environment seems to have forgotten yesterdaly meispect
to the inclusion in the supplementary estimatearoftem that
did not receive Legislative Assembly approval, that's an-
other matter for another day.

In our proposal today, as | said when | spoke, was of-
fered as a constructive suggestion because wevebetteat
oversight for the stewardship of the financial reses of this

There have been times when people

territory is our responsibility — the responsililiof all of us
elected to this Legislative Assembly.

What we are being asked to do by the wording —anot
huge number of words, but just enough to ensurtewbamain-
tain the status quo. You know what, Mr. Speaker@ Jtatus
quo is not working. As | said earlier, the membmpposite can
continue to be deaf to the sentiments expressdtiebgitizens
of this territory, but that will not change the faf the matter
that they have an obligation and a duty to all ks, and we
have an obligation and a duty to rise above they etrtisan-
ship that so quickly subsumes everything elsei;@mamber.

We’'re not talking about a partisan approach. Whatrev
talking about is rising above that and acting wile honour
and the respect that we owe each other and we loevpetople
who elected us to ensure when the business ofethi¢oty is
carried out, it's carried out in an open, transpaead account-
able way.

I guess I'm trying to find a way of saying this amaintain
a sense of respect for the member opposite, butedldy is
that this amendment is an insult. It shows thatthkon Party
government simply doesn’t get it. As | said, itsnadonstrating
again the status quo — things are just fine, tlagy $hings are
just fine. Well, day to day, time over time, thedance is prov-
ing that wrong.

It's not true that things are just fine, and you dn— all
19 of us — who were elected by the people of thisitory

have an obligation to serve people better than ttisstelling
that a government would twist, and effectively ctje motion
calling for better oversight of the spending of thdlions of
dollars of taxpayers’ money. | suppose it shoultheas little
surprise from a government that just recently esthctevere
restrictions on public access to information — thest draco-
nian across this country. If it wasn’t clear whée Access to
Information and Protection of Privacy Aetas being gutted,
h#a%s very clear now that the Yukon Party governmbas little
interest in open and accountable government. Yawkrithe
Yukon Party platform called for just that: open awtountable
government. A promise made and a promise broken.
| said earlier that | had hope and | had faith -atthhad
actually placed some faith that when the Premieat hmade
these commitments in his statements during theekship de-
bates for this past election, that he said he wapared to do
things differently than this predecessor, that las wrepared to
have an open and accountable relationship withetbetorate
of this territory. | actually believed him. Kind ofaive | guess,
but | tend to do that. | actually do tend to taleple at their
word. | believe that a promise is a promise. | dadi passion-
ately in the obligations and the responsibilitiéeedk on when |
was granted the privilege of being elected as a beeraf this
Legislative Assembly to represent not only the meraband
the constituency of Whitehorse Centre, but the deoaublic. |
understand that with those obligations and respditigs it's
often difficult to maintain a balance. That's whaving an
ability to step back from the various partisan puess that we
face, to think about who we are as Members of thgidlative
Assembly and what our overall obligations are ®¢hizens of
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the Yukon — that’'s why | thought that perhaps thmiight be
an opportunity.

There has been in the past in this Assembly, Mea&er.
There have been instances where members of thislatge
Assembly have been able to rise above the pettyspaship
and actually work together for the good of Yukatizeins.

Unfortunately what we’re seeing this afternoon iry m
mind is a sign — yet another sign — of a governmibiat
wants to continually demonstrate that it's arrogantd it's
completely out of touch. It's a government thatideds that
somehow it can act as if it is above scrutiny. Ymow what,
Mr. Speaker? Acting as if you're above scrutiny nhast for
awhile. It's called the “bullyboy approach” — it'lget you
where you want to get to for awhile, but not lotits apparent
from the Yukon Party’s terrible track record ofctié misman-
agement of capital projects and their effectivectpn of the
motion that they want to keep the public in thekdavell, Mr.
Speaker, they'll probably succeed in railroadingotiyh the
amendment to this motion. | should have expected it

| did have hope and I did have faith in each of mem-
bers opposite that they actually had the integritg the belief
in themselves that they could respond to their dexgre when
they got elected, when they put themselves fonimfdont of
the citizens of this territory, that they did it$erve all Yukon-
ers.

We do believe — and | thought that we all sharesl tBut
| will tell you now that the Yukon New Democratiamy, the
Official Opposition, does believe that our goverminbelongs
to the people, that we are responsible to the gedjge do be-
lieve that government business should be made mpobdic
and transparent by increasing legislative oversightmajor
projects, and we don't believe in shrouding govezntrin se-
crecy. Any government that believes it must opeiatgecrecy
must question whether or not they have, at heast,cd the
democratic principles upon which we are supposedbdo
founded.

We offered this motion today in a spirit of coogirna, to
be constructive, hoping that we could actually wtogether.
One of the ideas we threw out there was the pdisgibi es-
tablishing a standing committee to deal with tfikey don't
meet every day, all day. It's on rare occasion$ sieenething
like this would come up — where a matter like thisuld be
necessary to be brought forward to this kind ofoenmittee.
That's only one idea that we threw out there.

We thought perhaps members opposite might be able
break out of the script, might be able to actuatigage in dis-
cussion and debate because that's what we weréeeléor.
We are not elected to simply read thansardof the other day
or the list of projects that somebody handed thenbut-you
know it is unfortunate, so | should make clearuéss, because
perhaps | haven't made it clear yet: the OfficighpOsition
cannot and will not support the proposed amendrterhis
motion because it completely controverts the intendf the
motion, subverts the idea that there is any respiibgthat we
carry individually and collectively as members bistLegisla-
tive Assembly. That's unfortunate; we still havéotof work
to do together.

It just makes the challenge of doing that work mdifé-
cult, because if we have an attitude on one sideghys that
we don't need to do anything — that things are funs as they
are —it makes it a little bit more difficult to kak through and
actually have the conversation.

On that note, I'll turn the floor over to otheranlisure that
there are views that my colleagues would like tpregs — the
member of the Third Party and others — with respedhis
proposed amendment.

Speaker: Minister of Health and Social Services, on
the amendment, please.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I should, first of all, indicate that
I do support the amendment — even more so now Wien
this whole debate began.

It was very interesting to me that the Leader ef@fficial
Opposition said she wasn’t interested in playinlitical games
and that not only was she not interested in palitgames, but
political gamesmanship was not something that ahyus
should engage in. Then she did an about-face aha@dictly
what she said that she didn’t believe was a goed.id

This motion dealt with capital projects. It deaith capi-

tal projects that she believed had not been adelyustiper-
vised and had not been carried out efficiently anthe best
possible manner, and then, as an example of thos qapital
funding, she brought up a $12.7-million expendittivat was
made in 2006, | believe — between 2006 and 2011Ine+taok
me to task for not even being aware for what puepbe ex-
penditure was made. Well, in the first place th@.%Imillion
wasn’t even capital money. It was not capital morfayd this
motion was about capital. It was about an expenglitobade to
recruit and retain physicians in the territory tngh a five-year
period — and | made a mistake. | have to admit iald the
truth. I didn’t know what the $12.7 million was spen. | have
taken the necessary steps to find out what it wastson and
have some preliminary information that it was usedund
seats for Yukon university students in medical stholt was
used for training and a number of other thingd.gdt an ex-
tensive list soon, but | made the mistake of sayiva | don't
know. | told the truth. Today I'm taken to task hase | obvi-
ously don’t care about how money is expended in Ltiigisla-
ture and that this is an example of why we needsiget. That
is totally ridiculous and it is totally about patial games.
t | told the members opposite at the time that whatane
interested in is patient care. That's what thisesxfiture was
all about, or the $8.5 million. That's another thir— | get
guestions about an $8.5-million fund that is in tieev contract
with the Yukon Medical Association, but not onceidg the
whole Question Period has the member opposite saidrthat
this $8.5 million was actually over a five-year ipelt Again,
political games — of course it is. But | don't pleyose kinds
of games. | believe in telling the truth and | bek in taking
responsibility for my own actions or for actions péople |
direct, if that so happens. We did that with thekdm Hospital
Corporation.
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The CEO of the Yukon Hospital Corporation and | tzad
press release after the Auditor General’s repog published
and we said yes, we take full responsibility. Weead with
many of the comments made by the Auditor Generdl \ae
would take those comments forward and make suretliad
didn't happen again. The very next time the Legiska meets,
| get questions about this massive plan for thepitalsthat is
going to go into the future and how are we goingnizke sure
that it isn’t an overexpenditure and late in cominglt was a
planning exercise and that's what | tried to malanpto the
member opposite, but those things seem to geirldke politi-
cal gamesmanship that she wants to play even thehglde-
rides it quite vociferously. What also is a clegample of it to
me is the convenient memory. The length of time wamen
these capital projects begin and end — | had te takice of
the fact that they ended 11 years ago — any oéxaeples of
poor capital management ended 11 years ago.

They didn't go back for a few years beyond that miae
were talking about a Watson Lake sawmill that | 'tdé&mow
how many tens of millions of dollars were sunk iboan NDP
government. There is not even a building standitigeast we
have a few buildings standing here for the capitajects that
we’ve evidently done so improperly. Those are tiredk of
things that | really, really have difficulty with.

When we talk about what kind of political oversighie
could utilize to better manage these projects, sshalking
about a cooperative venture between us and thesdjgoo I've
served on a couple of really great cooperative citrees with
a couple of members opposite and | find they weng,wery
pleasant and productive. But when | see this kihgatitical
gamesmanship played by the Leader of the Officigb@3ition,
| tell you, | would have a great deal of difficulgjtting on a
committee, looking at anything while | was worriglout how
my comments were going to be misinterpreted, hay thiere
going to be twisted — and she said down here “egisind
rejected her motion” — but my comments were twisiedvell.
They were twisted and they were used to her palitaclvan-
tage even though that was not intended and | meoddythe
truth. 1 would have a great deal of difficulty 8it§ on a com-
mittee knowing that was a possibility.

It was also interesting for me to hear that shenwadalk-
ing about a partisan approach and yet the onlyromsrwe
talked about were overruns done during the YukortyRa
time. | could go on and on about ones done duriregNew
Democratic Party’s time in government too, but h'ddhink
that is the point. We realize there have been probl with
some capital projects that have been undertakethibygov-
ernment and by previous governments. We've heardviimis-
ter of Highways and Public Works say that, yes,reaize it
and we are trying to make changes. We are makiaggds;
we are not trying, we are making positive chanyeés’ll con-
tinue to do that. It's unfortunate that becaus¢hef attitude of
the member opposite, the Leader of the Official @3ifon,
that even when we discuss in our own caucus opfamnsross-
party committees and things like that, | will beded to throw
a note of hesitancy in any of those conversati@tabse of the

taken completely out of context. It's really unforate because
| hoped to avoid that.

I know | served a great deal of time with one @& them-
bers opposite in municipal council and we didn'végarty
lines there and we were able to work together. Weevable to
disagree one day and work on a project the next \déyen |
re-entered territorial politics, | had hoped thHa¢ same thing
would happen. Evidently, the days that | rememberthe
kinder gentler days 35 years ago when | could thkel eader
of the Official Opposition to lunch and discuss @rcoming
piece of legislation and find out what he thougbouwut it and
where we could potentially make changes — thoses dag
gone, obviously, because | would be absolutelyiftedrto do
that any longer.

So it's unfortunate, because | think back then wad h
much better time here in the government. Maybeasmit so
acrimonious but unfortunately, | guess, it's a sigrthe times.
Mr. Speaker, it's unfortunate, isn't it?

With that, I'll just close with a little saying. Ehauthor of
this saying is George Demetd&emeter's Manual of Parlia-
mentary Law and Procedumgreceded any other parliamentary
law and procedure, and he said, “Hence, democsit
government implies that the minority, however cored of its
own wisdom, consents to be ruled by the majorityjlun or-
derly process it can make itself the majority.”

Ms. Stick: I would prefer to be standing here and
speaking to the original motion and not to this adment that
I don't believe is a friendly one. In fact, whaisramendment
suggests to me is just more of the same old, sdshéothing
will change. We do not want to see this governneentinuing
down this path of poorly planned or under-planneder-
budgeted and past-schedule projects. “Continumfoave” —
well, that should be the mantra of every departnagt every
minister's goal for his or her department. It's whae all
should be doing — striving to continue to improgeen in our
personal lives — | hope | can strive to continuéntprove. So
that should just be a given. It shouldn’t be a aepment for
increased legislative oversight of capital projgeending with
a goal — | could read on but | won't. We need tor@ase the
legislative oversight, not have more of the samantl@ue to
improve — | would hope so.

The Minister of Highways and Public Works spoke wtho
many of his proud accomplishments, or those ofddpart-
ment. That's great. It's good. There should be agish-
ments. We're here to work. We're here to accomplighgs.
We’'re here to provide service to Yukoners, to ettig. Those
are our jobs. Those are the ministers’ jobs. Traysethe jobs
of the departments of this government. Some thargshap-
pening. We're not going to deny that, but too mauoyrent
projects that are going forward have myriad coneeAgain,
we hear about planning done and then put asideegynspent
for naught.

I will use examples. F.H. Collins Secondary Schisoh
current one. That is since we started. The moneptsgiready
is close to $6 million, spent on planning, on isfracture work

manner in which my own comments have been twistedl a — capital planning and spending — and we have ngthéng
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ready. | attended the council meeting last week leatd that
the minister and his staff are looking at optiond they plan to
come back to the school council, perhaps resutinecbuilding

advisory committee, which is not going to happematikind of
stunned me. They are not going to resurrect thkelibgi advi-

sory committee. There has to be a way for paremsstudents
and teachers and administration and citizens te Bame input
into this next plan because the one that they dgpart, the
one that they did work on together has been putease ha-
ven't a clue — campus-style. People don't know wittett

means. People are not clear on what’s happening nex

I know what’s not happening. Repairs to F.H. Cdllivave
been put off because we are getting a new schtainig —
regular student planning — is in flux because tlyen gvas
supposed to be done two weeks ago. We talk abbatdsap-
pearing. Well, there was a company in place, witipleyees
ready to tear that gym down, only to find out — Nt hap-
pening. Sorry about that.” Poor planning. That &t one
contract.

The minister should be proud of his improvements.
course he should. We should always be strivingttiat. It's
what the citizens of the Yukon expect of us andthetsame
— not the moving ahead without planning, withouhswalting
and without listening to Yukoners.

In the last six weeks, the Leader of the OfficigipDsition,
the Member for Whitehorse Centre and differenteamues of
mine have travelled around the Yukon. We've hadipubeet-
ings; we've had private conversations; we've meahvmunici-
pal governments; we've met with First Nation goveemts;
we’ve met with employees of this government anideits.

We've listened to them, and we've come back witlist
— and some of the questions will be coming in Qisestion
Period. But the biggest thing I've heard are pesptemments
of how they feel that their input, their suggessiotheir exper-
tise, their care and concern about this territaayehnot been
listened to. They ask us. They ask us — the OffiCipposi-
tion: How can you change that? What are you gaingpt?

This was an example of a way we tried to bring gbing
forward where members on this side and the mentrethat
side could work together and look at capital prigiemnd find a
way of offering oversight, not telling people how do it —
oversight, not micromanaging — but looking at tHanpand
making sure those important questions that the tAu@eneral
has pointed out to us are answered. Is this whataee? Is this
the best use of our taxpayer money? Or the fedgraérn-
ment’s money? All of our money — is this the besg wf it?
What are the outcomes going to be? Are they meblravill
this improve health? Will this improve the healthowr citi-
zens?

That would be one of the jobs of this committeentBwe
to improve? That might be a part of their role,ntake sure
that's happening, that things are improving. Wedné® in-
crease legislative oversight of capital projectrgfieg. That's
what needs to happen. There are too many projedts/tthat
are overbudget, not open, not available and not plehned.
Even now, we're not sure how this will be staffédw this

will be managed. What are the costs going to beinoa facil-
ity? What are the final building costs going to be?

We didn’'t even talk about the financial project rage-
ment of these two hospitals and how that compasyrtia into
difficulties. Now we have — | think it's bond holeor some-
one else making sure that there’s oversight onetipesjects.
That never should have happened. If there was amitbee
with oversight, they might have been alerted earli@own
what was going on and done something.

| don't pretend to have the answers. | don't. Bigré was
a suggestion here that here’'s a way that maybeaneagoid
some of these difficulties — avoid cancelling cawts, avoid
cancelling the building of a school that studenévehbeen
waiting for, for years. How many graduations doheee to go
to and listen to “This is the last grad here”? dstbeen going
on for too long.

Students have probably started at that school aadug
ated, and the only thing they have seen is theikdthall court
torn down, their parking lot dug up, and that'sTihat’s all they

Ohave seen — minimal repairs, classrooms that avehtu,
classrooms that are too cold because we don’t teaptit the
capital into that to fix those because we are ggtth new
school.

These hospitals for the communities are built nde. all
recognize that. We're not going to tear them dowd eake
them into apartment buildings; they are hospitBist do we
know yet how those are going to be staffed? Th&&M;
that's not capital. Those hospitals should not hlagen built
when we didn’t know what the outcome was goingepdr we
didn’t even know what we were going to provideherm. They
are there and they are built. They are not opentlayglare not
done, and they are overbudget. Oversight — you De¢se
projects needed that. It could have happened acahithappen
on future projects. There are lots to come. Theeebaildings
to replace. Other governments can build megapjecd
come in on time, on budget. It shouldn’t be a gitkeat any
project is going to come in overbudget. That shawdder be
the belief because good planning, good oversiglt good
management will make sure that doesn’t happen.

The City of Whitehorse could bring in a Canada Game
Centre, open it ahead of time underbudget. Yedidit and |
will argue that or arm wrestle with another memiibpem across
the way about that one because we can have disagneg and
come back the next day and carry on with our work.

The public service building — it's up. It's a bigikding. It
serves a lot of needs of this community. The muaiiies
cannot afford to go overbudget and overtime oneheapital
projects. They're not allowed, and they work haadd they
have oversight and they get the job done as iitsdat. They
plan it well ahead of time. They know what theireds are.
They know who is paying the bills, and they dorierly.

I'm disappointed. | had really hoped that this rantcould
go forward. It didn't tell us how to do it. It didrask the gov-
ernment to do it this way or that, but it openedagpions to
talk about it and to figure it out. The member off® spoke
about being on other standing committees or one-tommit-
tees, and we have been able to do that. We havdisagree-
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ments, and we come back and we figure it out. Waatdwist
each other’s words later in the Legislature on cdates busi-
ness we do. We do not. The decision of that coremii$ the
decision of that committee, and we agree to thaerkonally
have not brought words from those committee mestivack
and twisted them in this House. It's not the poitis, not po-
litical gain.

I cannot support this amendment. It's not friendli\g just
more of the status quo. Continue to improve? | $wope so.
We can’t carry on this way. | will not support tiesmendment.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Kent: On the amendment, Mr. Speaker — |
wasn’t planning on speaking on the amendment urtgard
the dialogue from the Member for Riverdale Soutthwespect
to F.H. Collins and, in particular, the council rtieg that she
and | both attended last week. Again, like the Sti@i of
Health and Social Services, | am disappointed @ phlitical
gamesmanship that the Leader of the Official Ogjmsspoke
out so strongly against.

When it comes to the meeting we had last weekpofse,
the school council was there, a number of the adinative
staff were there, and some concerned parents visveraat-
tendance.

| was in attendance with the Deputy Minister of Eation,
and we spoke about, obviously, the F.H. Collindaegment
project. The first thing | talked about was the neéesign —
and | did send a letter to the school communityhwéspect to
this as well. The campus-style design is one othiregs we've
been talking about. Just to clarify for the paremtmunity in
this letter and, again, to clarify on the floor thie House, |
guess, because | thought the Member for RiverdalgehS—
perhaps she just didn’t hear that part of the ptasien at the
council meeting.

We don'’t envision a design where, when the belgsin
students will grab their boots and parkas. Thab®swhat this is
about. What we envision is all the core functiohshe school
being under one roof — the gymnasium, the cafet¢hia li-
brary, all the offices, and the classrooms. The manstyle
envisions complementary buildings that are alreadythe
property, such as the Teen Parent Centre and tdeoBGsdaa
residence, as well as the opportunity to add oplddings in
the future so that the in-the-ground infrastructareeput in can
perhaps be utilized in the future for a differenitlding that
complements the existing high school and incretise®duca-
tional opportunities for the students who are alieg F.H.
Collins.

At that meeting | also mentioned to the council tha are
looking at options. We're going to look at a desggmcept that
has already been constructed successfully and stoally in
other jurisdictions. That's certainly an improverh@ver the
process.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
point of order.

Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a

Ms. White: In Standing Order 19(b)(ii), if a member
“speaks to a matter other than a motion or amentrien
member intends to move...” Right now we are discgssir.
Collins, but | don't see how it is being tied intee amended
motion.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Actually, we are speaking to the amendment,
not the amended motion. | do believe the ministespgeaking
to the amendment and will tie it back together tovp his
point regarding the proposed change to the motion.

Hon. Mr. Kent: When we talk about continuing to
improve the process using a design concept thatalieady
been constructed successfully and economicallytherguris-
dictions and, of course, incorporating elementsftbe previ-
ous consultation process. That previous consultagimcess
was conducted by the building advisory committeesignifi-
cant amount of work was put in by that committeaverk that
exists in minutes of meetings and in the prograngnaptions
that have been developed — and we fully intenchéoriporate
some of those elements in the new design.

How we'll engage the school community in moving-for
ward with this is to work with the school coundilattended
that meeting last week, as well as the Deputy Nnisf Edu-
cation, who met with staff and administration onriday of
this week just to give them an update on whereenatr

So when we talk about the building advisory comaeitt
process and continuing to improve the ways thatpvegress
with capital projects, | said in the last sittinfytbis Legislature
that we’re going to review that building advisorgnemittee
process. We're going to review that process tosleat im-
provements we can make, perhaps what the membestsbipd
be — including more officials from Highways and Rab
Works, senior officials from Highways and Public ke
We’'re looking at options to improve that because,nzany
members in the House will know, there are a numlbechools
— particularly in the Whitehorse area — that ararimg the
end of their life and we're looking to replace thosver the
next while through a long-term capital planning qgess. We
want to make sure that we have a process in platentakes
improvements.

At that meeting of the school council last weekhwilhe
deputy minister and me talking to the school comityuhere,
we mentioned again those buildings that have beastaicted
successfully and economically in other jurisdiciorlberta,
for example, is building four schools for $100 ioifi. That is
not to say that we are going to get that type bémagain out of
the deal, but that is one of the jurisdictions welaoking at.

Certainly all members in this House will recognithet
that's a substantially better return on the investtmof those
dollars than what came with the 21-percent overrege price
that we got for the existing design at F.H. Collihhink that
as far as the actual expenditures so far, therbdéas $5.3 mil-
lion expended of what was anticipated to be aroan$i56-
million budget, so there is room in there for usntake the
necessary changes. Of course that includes otipemekures,
such as demolition and other types of things wepect to that
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school. This is an example of how we are continuimgm-
prove the process going forward when it comes pitalabuild-
ings.

One of the other things that | would like to justefly
touch on is with respect to a couple of projectt the Yukon
Housing Corporation has undertaken. | believe tlieidter of
Highways and Public Works in his remarks mentiottedwa-
terfront seniors project — the new project thatlsse to Earl’s
and the Health and Social Services and HPW buildirigat
was a design/build that came in underbudget.

The new Alexander Street residence that is beiisggded
right now has had significant board oversight. Tward of
directors of the Housing Corporation has had a remuf
meetings and continues to meet with the designethanpro-
ject as they look to bring in those 34 units witlsweccessful
bid, looking to the budget that we've set aside.

is actually this exact issue — this government'svillimgness
to look into the mirror, to look at history — latgetheir his-
tory — that has resulted in this ongoing travesty avaste of
taxpayers’ dollars. The government is suggestirgt #il is
good. Some is good, but there are some seriousepnsb

One of the problems is that this government reftigesc-
knowledge this while everyone else can see thh.t& let us
forget the spin, and let me tell this House why sheuld ig-
nore this government’s attempt to spin this. Goodegnment
— we all agreed to it. We promised our constituemisis
original motion is all about good government — guoweent
that is open, transparent and accountable. Thisoma about
planning and fiscal responsibility, and | thank tMember for
Whitehorse Centre for bringing forth the originabtion.

Something is not working. Something is wrong in 8tate
of Denmark. We can, and the public expects us tdetter.

When we talk about continuing to improve, we made alrhe original NDP motion provides the structure éstore the

number of improvements already and are always hupkor

other ones. Just quickly back to F.H. Collins — k&l envi-
sioned a project management team to oversee ttsragotion

of that project and that will carry forward to thew project
where we can have someone on-site so as to miniemge
stoppages in work or change orders and look tgylthiat pro-
ject in as close to the budgeted amount we talkedta

public’s faith in our government, and all partiémsld support
the original motion as good governance. | urge themeject
the amendment. | will reference a few projects elated to
education. That is the area that | am familiar veittd why they
indicate we should reject the amendment.

The F.H. Collins replacement project is the mosent
example of when a major capital project goes wrimng gov-

I've heard from some members opposite about comsnentrnment. Almost to the day, one year ago, the Rnesaiid, and

I've made that this project will be on time and lbndget. If
you go back through what I've stated and the prek=ases,
whether it was talking about the temporary gym thecs,
we’ve always been consistent in saying that these \subject
to a successful bid. | don’t believe that $10 roiili or 21 per-
cent, constitutes a successful bid before any aoturs arrive
on-site. We're going back out; we’re going to agaicorporate
the input from the building advisory committee ahdild
something we can all be proud of as a communisghebol that
is utilized by students from across the territory.

As my colleague, the Minister of Health and So&ak-
vices, and listening to the Leader of the Offici@bposition
when she talks about political gamesmanship, wiaicdy wit-
nessed that in the statements from the Member foer&ale
South on the council meeting that occurred lastkwedere |
clearly said things that perhaps she didn’t hear.willing to
give her the benefit of the doubt that perhaps ditia’t hear
me talk about the building advisory committee artaivthe
new style was and what we were planning.

| think there are some exciting aspects of thasteng de-
sign such as the geothermal heat that we'd ceytdiké to
transfer to the new school. Depending on the lonative may
have to move the well location as well, but | thitlat mem-
bers in the House, certainly on this side of thei$¢o can rec-
ognize that we are continually looking for improvemts to the
capital planning and construction phases when e to
building capital projects here in the Yukon.

Mr. Tredger:
not support the amendment. I'm disappointed and finis
amendment very unfortunate. The amendment justs spiis
serious issue into a public relations issue forgbeernment. It

I quote: “As | have stated, we are committed to.FJdllins.

Like all projects now, we want to ensure that diligehce is

done.” Like all projects now, we want to ensuret tthee dili-

gence is done. We make sure that when we make vastin
ment, when we are using taxpayers’ dollars, we renhat this
is done wisely and that our diligence is done tsuea the in-
vestments meet scrutiny and we meet expectatiotexpayers
and that we're spending their money wisely.”

In the last few weeks, we have heard the governmeitat
erate the due diligence argument. Unfortunatelis ith now
their defence for doing the project wrong. In shomney are
trying to make an omelet out of broken eggs. Ratthan learn
from the mistakes, the government is claiming théat is part
of doing government right.

Mr. Speaker, of course we should expect the goverim
to continue to improve. But what we are calling ifomcreased
scrutiny. “See?” they say, “We are not throwing gaooney
after bad. That is how fiscally responsible we anel shows
our due diligence.” The words ring hollow, Mr. Skea An
oversight committee may have helped us a long g The
government promised a refit of F.H. Collins baclk@02.

It is now 2013. The government has thrown awayiom
of dollars and is back to the drawing board. Thejemt has
been an ongoing saga of broken promises, delaypsfldps,
confusion and decisions that leave students, paremd tax-
payers scratching their collective heads.

Under the Liberal government of 2000-02, the Libeex-
nounced that a replacement for the aging F.H. @oltichool

| support the motion as written and do would be built at an estimated $25 million. Thengldor F.H.

Collins were shelved by the new Yukon Party goveeninso
the old school sat and the deterioration of thecstire contin-
ued. As referenced by my colleague from Riverdateitls
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many repairs were left undone in anticipation & tiew build-
ing.

In 2009, the Yukon Party Education minister ann&shc
the replacement school would be rebuilt over the tieee or
four years. According to this timeline, the schebbuld have
been completed by the end of this year at a cdséxmected to
exceed the $25 million the Liberal government hexhmsed. It
should be noted that the estimates at the timethgutcost of
replacing the school at nearly double that amountt-$48
million, but the government went with the old esttsn An
oversight committee may have picked that up.

means for Yukon people and why we must do thindferdi
ently.

While the F.H. Collins debacle is an incredible teasf
taxpayers’ money, it has also had an effect onlittes of our
students and teachers who have worked in the &ld €ollins
building. True to true Yukon spirit, they had matie best of
it. They have ignored the peeling paint, the warpaliways,
the faulty ventilation, regularly bursting and leak pipes, a
very quirky heating system, and the various staje®nstruc-
tion as plans were on again and off again. | contrteem for
their humour, their dedication and their investmenteach

Of course, no ground was broken. Then came thet greather to ensure that, despite the blunders, thegted a great

photo op of the new Premier's announcement, juldrbethe
October 2011 election. The Premier, with a shavdlis hands,
said this was a shovel-ready project and promiseelaschool
by the end of 2013 — shenanigans. And then thelgmb
really started to stack up. The heating system Viremh geo-
thermal to geothermal out, and then back again. giyme be-
came a running sore point and even caused the @iadclass
of F.H. Collins to hold its annual fashion showlgdhis year,
as the gym was to be torn down. Of course, the gyan't
torn down. In fact, the government’s cost estimatesv at $55
million, did not survive the private sector. Thdiids were
much, much higher than the government plannedThbe. re-
sult: The government pulled back its plans andésign and
went back to the drawing board, all the while deoctavictory
for sound fiscal planning and management.

The government wasted not only millions of pre-piag
dollars for design, they have now abandoned, batt thused
considerable stress for students, parents, teaemetsschool
administrators, and goodness knows how much stheséve
put into government workers who are desperatelingryto
keep up with the moving target that was this gorant’s pre-
election photo op. Now we hear of lost jobs, serwiontracts
that Yukon companies and contractors have forfeitethaybe
next summer; maybe not.

Mistakes, or rather sagas, like F.H. Collins ar¢ oy
about the waste of taxpayers’ dollars. They are alsout peo-
ple’s lives, jobs and education. These values shalgio be top
of mind for government when they plan major capiajects.
Perhaps more legislative oversight might ensureopan,
transparent, fiscally responsible project goingwimd. Re-
member, we are spending our friends’, our neigh&fpand
our families’ tax dollars.

The mess that is F.H. Collins is well-documentetitiAs
rate, it may become a teaching tool in capital rganzent
planning classes. My colleague from Whitehorse féegave
an overview of some of the documented blunderingsas |
think of it, as a floundering elephant in a chihays.

Schools without lockers — | will speak of some bkt
other situations, building blunders, that came ygrmvcommu-
nities were left out. We have built schools withdatkers,
schools with no storage, schools with heating systehat
don’t work, playgrounds full of construction matdriheating
bills and shifting structures. | could go on, bather than reit-
erate these and other fiascos, | would like to $oon what this

school.

They created a caring, supportive atmosphere ams$t m
importantly, a learning environment. | am proudtioém and
salute the staff and students of F.H. Collins.

Planning, supervision, long-term goals, atmosphsgpace
and time all require cooperation and coordinatfm.oversight
committee might ensure that this is happening, thakon
people are involved in the process. What we hawen lgiven
are promises made and broken and made again akeénbro
again — unnecessary stress placed on our schoat@mohu-
nity. Never again should our schools and childrenubed as
political footballs.

The politicization of major projects has a simitdfect in
our communities; in fact, | would say it's magndfi@nd in
other departments as well. Government must makesides
based on need, community input and proper planning.

A great deal of work is required at the ground légepro-
pose and advocate for a particular project, ofterhave the
ultimate decision made in a partisan or, at bedtppadown
manner. This is very discouraging and not empowerin

| would refer to a time in the mid-1990s, and thiguld
give you an example of what an oversight committeald see
happen all the time. At that time, many of the hgehools
were deteriorating. Each community was coming fofthey
wanted and needed a new school. Each communitygaatns
for why they should be the one to go first or néktbecame
apparent that there was a need to take the deaisibof the
political realm where winners and losers are dedarThe
awarding of capital projects is too important tolé# to a po-
litical whim. In the 1990s, governments still bekel they rep-
resented all Yukon people, and those governmeruk tbe
decision-making out of the political realm, involivéhe public
and put in place oversight mechanisms and a marsparent

process.
This resulted in a transparent and open proceiatad by
department officials. School councils and community

representatives came together. They establishedriti@s,
looked at the needs of each community, and cameitlppan
order to proceed in, each community in their tdnis process
brought communities to work together, prioritizithge needs of
each community, and came up with a fiscally resjibd@sand
fair order for schools to be developed. The commesiand
the department could then focus on the task at,hatiter than
competing with each other for an arbitrary decidimbe made.
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The key was involving people affected in a transptirand
open process.

In order to be truly fiscally responsible, affect¥dkon
citizens and staff can and must be involved in peng fair and
transparent process. Given the opportunity, YukenéH rise
to the occasion. They have shown the capacity,hthreesty,
and the ability to get the job done.

Not always will these attempts succeed, but gaimsnade
then were only to be lost in this last decade. @hplecisions
are far too important and should be made basedeed, mot
political caprice. The impact of major projects small com-
munities, the jobs, the citizens, the quality & land the tax-
able base for funding other projects is too impdtt&here is a
need to build major investments that allow comniasito re-
main attractive to current and prospective resilefhere is a
need for recreational facilities, access to quadithools and
government services and that process should be ded
transparent. Involvement in planning can save mpoegate
lasting employment and an improved lifestyle. Wedhéo tap
into the resources of the community skills and l&c@wledge.

It's important that an oversight committee be dithbd
to ensure this happens. Fiscally we cannot affercbntinue to
waste our tax dollars. The Yukon Party governmesd he-
come lackadaisical, if not downright negligent, lwibur tax
dollars. They have become dependent upon and osgaehd-
ing a great deal of federal money and using theiraatated
surpluses to cover their fiscal mismanagement.

The NDP and | would like to move forward towardedtbr
way of doing things, toward good governance. | khame
Member for Whitehorse Centre for bringing forthstimotion. |
encourage all to oppose the amendment as it suiadign
changes it. The NDP supports good government; DB Bup-
ports open and transparent and accountable govetrioreall
Yukon people; the NDP believes in building projettat meet
the real needs of Yukon citizens; the NDP suppfistal re-
sponsibility and careful management of our resairce

In conclusion, we need evidence-based decisiorsattea
based on demonstrated need in the most appropmateost-
effective way. We need to properly plan, anticipatd manage
risks, and we need to deliver major capital prgext time and
on budget. Transparency and accountability mudbuik into
all major capital projects and these should be ldgesl with
greater public involvement.

changed drastically. I'm reminded of the power afréls, so |
look at this amendment today, and it says, to ‘imeraded by
deleting the word ‘increase’ and replacing it witite words,
‘continue to improve™

“THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
continue to improve legislative oversight of cabipoject
spending, with the goal of ensuring such projecés.a” and
the list goes on.

I'm new to this game. I’'m new to this. I'm a chef trade,
and I've come out of private business. I've workedmining
camps, and this is not familiar territory for meutB tell you,
I'm learning the power of language.

So when | look at this motion originally and thelodk at
what this amendment means, | think that — the méeradn
this room are long — very long. | understand tlaai | learn
new things every day. We can talk about sawmills. &&n talk
about transmission lines and we can talk aboutyenestake
that has ever been made. We can talk about schéfdscan
talk about hospitals. But the point is, every goveent makes
mistakes. That's not disputable. We've all mistakesmis-
takes that | didn't even know about. They exist dingly get
pointed out. The truth of the matter is that theiste They're
on record. Projects have been behind. Projects bege over
cost, projects haven't been built, money has baenirp and
decisions have been changed. It happens. It isrigment and
it happens. I'm learning that. If | did that in yate business |
would have gone bankrupt and that would have bedul abut
that's not how government works.

The motion was a suggestion about how governments

could behave — the current government, future guvents,
the governments that are still to come. | beliehat this is an
issue of importance to all Yukoners. | think it'simportance
to government staff so they can have more clanityhere they
are going with their jobs and with their planninghink this
should be of importance to all political partiescluding the
current government, including the current oppositithe Third
Party and the Independent member — because whadireve
talking about is that governments make mistakes. Rivawv
that. What we are asking for is the opportunity ddirelected
members to work together.

I was thinking about this — and | apologize becatlse
notes are everywhere, because I've never had &e diéfore
and I've never had a desk before. | sit on the @tepnCommit-

There are practical lessons that Yukoners shoulk ha tee on Appointments to Major Government Boards @oth-

learned from past mistakes. | cannot in good cemea sup-
port this amendment and | believe it is far pastetifor the
Legislative Assembly to look at an oversight contestthat
will ensure fair, fiscally responsible and equitaldccess to
capital projects for all citizens of the Yukon amdybe, most
importantly, that those decisions be transpareatito

Ms. White:
another example of the power of words. The firsietil learned
of this power of words was my very first oppositidfednes-
day, and | put forward a motion that talked abaxealoping a
housing strategy. It was amended to implement thesing
strategy and then the meaning of the motion changed it

In speaking to the amendment, we have

mittees, and we met today. We sat around a talaelscussed
issues and we discussed our job of what we had,tart] even
though we disagreed, we got to a point where we\wercon-

sensus and the business of the day moved forwaslieve we
can work together; | know we can work togethernbw that,

although we have differences politically, deep ddnside we
all care about the Yukon and we all want thingbedetter.

| believe that the amendment changes the intetiteomo-

tion so much that instead of actually looking todvahange —
actual legitimate change — by increasing legistativersight,
we've softened the words to such an extent to nastito im-
prove. I'm new to this. I’'m going to keep reiteragithis — I'm

new to this. So | think about all the tools thdtave available
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to me as a member of the opposition, including slegive

oversight, and I think, “Okay, well, what are mytiops? What
have | done so far?” Well, I've done Question Petgmd | can
only imagine that the frustration exists on bottlesi because |
have a minute to ask my question and you have atmiand a
half to answer and | learned that it's not callethswer pe-
riod,” it's called “Question Period.” The questigoes out, a
response comes — typically you're not even on Hraespage
— so | think, “Okay, is that a tool for legislatiwversight?” |

asked a question; | don’t get an answer; you migdiit to give

me an answer, but you can’t because it's Questaio® and

that’s not how it works. | think, “Okay, well, th&bol doesn’t

seem to be the most effective way for legislativersight.”

| think about written questions. | haven't triedtlyet, but
maybe one day I'll put in a written question andybmal’ll get
a written response. That might work out to some ,wagt
might have some effect, but is it legislative oigins? Have we
had the opportunity to discuss it? Have we hadotiortunity
to come to consensus to figure out that that'sbibst way for-
ward? | don’t think that really works.

Then we look at motions and motion debate — soevie'r
a motion debate right now and I'm debating the ain@ent,
right? Is this the most effective way for legislatioversight?
Could be, | guess. Then | think about the budgéateand |
think about the opportunity and the back-and-forttve
learned that it’s different with every minister aitid a learning
process and I've learned that some questions |asknand
some | can't and maybe I'm best to wait until liog line —
it's a learning process. Do | think that's the besjislative
oversight? Well, sometimes | don’t get the answer| don’t
understand how we got there, so I'm not sure that's the
best tool either.

When we talk about continuing to improve legislativ
oversight, I'm new to the game and I'm trying tguie out
what that improvement might be.

There is a Spanish philosopher who said: “Those gdmn
not remember the past are condemned to repeatibiry that
we’re here just going in a circular conversatiotvet you if |
were better at searchitdansard | could find a similar debate
that happened at one time on this floor. | bet yfoat since
1976, something like this conversation has happdreddre,
and we’re just going around and around in circles.those
who cannot remember the past are condemned totrépéa
mean, we’ve all heard variations of this quotatibat | think
citizens of the Yukon deserve more from their goweents. |
think they should expect us to put aside our pamtigolitics on
both sides — and I'm not going to get into it. ljost going to
say that I'd like to think that when | sit arourttht committee
table, I'm just trying to pick out the best perdfon that board
based on the information that I've been given. Amébnder if
there was the possibility of there being an orgation — and
maybe it's a combination of legislators and oth&h® would
make up something that could be this oversight citteen |
wonder if someone would have caught that the watetrfsen-
iors complex that was built has the exact sametilaghas 600
College Drive, and the seniors at 600 College Ddaga't use
their bathtubs — and it turns out the seniors atéfient Sta-

tion can't either. | wonder if we could have hae tiscussion
— | mean, the sawmill was long before my time, maybe
someone could have said, “Oh, | don’t know. Treesthe
Yukon aren't really a renewable resource becausg tton’t
grow fast enough and they're not going to be bigug, so
what are we going to turn them into?”

Maybe that conversation could have happened if ag h
legislative oversight, if we had the opportunitytéakle it from
different views. I'm going to use an example of mpyssible
legislative tools here. We are talking about caritig to im-
prove legislative oversight tools. This is an ex@émfrom
Question Period, and I'm glad it’s not from a recQuestion
Period because that would be too soon. This isxaerpt from
Hansardfrom April 30, 2008. It has been used already, It
going to reference it again because | think it'péamant. Tell
me if this makes sense as a tool. We are talkirnyitaborrec-
tions. Mr. Cardiff, who was the MLA for Mount Lorne
Southern Lakes, was having a conversation with tthen
Highways and Public Works minister, Mr. Lang. Thias the
question, “According to the terms of reference ttoe jail re-
placement, the price tag — the raw price — is dd@&2 mil-
lion. Can the Minister of Highways and Public Wodssure us
that there is not a blank cheque for contractoikliog a new
jail and that Yukon taxpayers will not have to betbe hook
for huge cost overruns like we have seen on so rpamjgcts
that this government has been responsible for?"wondering
right now, is that my tool for legislative overstgh’'m trying
to ask about money being spent and have one miogtet that
out.

This is the answer from the Hon. Mr. Lang. “As weva
into the project, it will be bid out, and those gtiens will be
answered as we move through this program. The anogvill
be starting this year, and it will be unfolding otke next pe-
riod of time. We will be working with contractorae will be
working with bidding and hopefully, at the end bétday, our
prices will come in line.”

Well, | mean, like | said, I'm new to this game tegisla-
tive oversight? So the question was asked: Wasiiitggto stay
at that price — $32 million — or was it going to geer? The
answer? Well, it wasn’t answer period; it was QigesPeriod.

So then it continues on. | think I've probably maithe
point. | probably don’'t have to keep reading thite differ-
ence in the language between “continue to imprave “in-
crease” is that, at this point in time, | do notide that we
have legislative oversight. From the tools thatvérand what
I've learned — and | am open to suggestions andections
and someone can direct me as to how | can gebtlesight,
and I'd be happy to take advantage of it — but touare to
improve legislative oversight”. Well, right now, Hesitate to
think that there is legislative oversight, that fbe business of
the day that happens here in 60 days in 365 daykeofear,
we are confined to the Order Paper and we havellmaf the
rules of this Assembly and some of those reallytbfgcs that
we need to talk about don’t ever see the lightaof. df they do,
they don't see enough.

We can't ask those hard questions. We can’t getndimw~
details, and that’s what the original motion waswb It was
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about being able to get down to those details —ttttia House
urges the Government of Yukon to continue to imprimgisla-
tive oversight of capital project spending with theal of en-
suring projects are undertaken, only when therevisence
they will serve demonstrated needs in the mostagpiate and
cost-effective way. During Question Period | asksHhe gov-
ernment done its homework, and do we need hositaléat-
son Lake and Dawson City? Was that how that wapaagul
to happen? Was that legislative oversight supptsdthppen
during Question Period, maybe during budget dehigtaybe it
should have been a written question — can we plsasdhat
you have done your homework? — and this is whei® sup-
posed to happen. We can throw it in. We can addrstw- |
don’t know anything about the sawmill, but we chrotv that
in and we can replace it with sawmill. We can repl& with
transmission line. We can replace it with any nkietalhat's
the point. It doesn't have to be the mistake of¢herent gov-
ernment. It can be the mistake of the past goventsn&ut the
idea is that, moving toward the future, we are rgivthe next
governments the tools for legislative oversighttlsey can do
the business they have to do better than we argjdionow.

Right now it doesn't feel like it works. Right noivfeels
like it's broken. We have questions for which we’tget an-
swers, so it plays out in the press. Is that thetnedfective
way? Really, is that the most effective way? Somes | wish
| could have a conversation with someone who cqust an-
swer the question because then it wouldn't leadh tetter-
writing campaign or to frustration when I’'m tryig pass on
information to someone else — but we don’t haveslagve
oversight right now as it stands.

This House urges the Government of Yukon to cosetitou
improve legislative oversight of capital projectesding with
the goal of ensuring projects are planned to gdtei and man-
age risks.

With my current toolbox, as | understand it, | dotflink
that | have the ability to have that legislativeesight. | don’t
— and | can keep on going through: that this Howgges the
Government of Yukon to continue to improve legiskatover-
sight of capital project spending with the goaleofuring pro-
jects are planned to anticipate and manage risksh— said
that one — delivered on time and on budget.

Where in Question Period am | supposed to askHf. F.
Collins will be built on time and on budget? Isttttze legisla-
tive oversight we have? Or that we break it up ih® budget
debate?

The original motion was trying to give us the totdsin-
crease legislative oversight — accepting and releoymn that
right now there isn't enough legislative oversighs. best as |
can identify — and keeping in mind that this is neame — |
don’'t see where we have that legislative oversighdon’t
know where we can have those conversations. | dariwv
where we can have the conversations between lu¢hk si- not
in this House — so those details can get hashedralitve can
figure it out together. | don’t know where that =i right now.
So the original motion with the original intent wasgive us as
legislators the ability for legislative oversight.

The amendment “to continue to improve legislativere
sight” insinuates that right now we have that &pilthat it's
there — that we have it and we just have to feedoite; it just
has to get bigger — we just have to make it beBat.| don't
believe that it exists right now.

In my short time in office, we're going on close tehat
— 18 months? | haven't found where that magic lagise
oversight exists. | don'’t feel that | necessarigt the informa-
tion that | need to be able to make decisions doeable to
understand why decisions were made.

If someone could explain to me why the governméairt’tl
sit down with the contractor of the lowest bid @akle a look at
things that could have changed — maybe common groun
could have been found; maybe we didn't need woonh f€ali-
fornia. Maybe we could have changed things — mawiee
could have moved the footprint. Maybe we could hexae to
a compromise and that new school could be builtat beau-
tiful school could have been built.

As it stands with this amendment — to amend bytagle
the word “increase” and replacing it with the wotdsntinue
to improve” — | don't believe that it continuestime same vein
as it was intended. | worry that right now, that fbe next
three years, these are the tools that | have tpsliive over-
sight and I’'m concerned that projects just donitthe scrutiny
that they deserve.

Legislative oversight gives all members — governtmen
opposition, third party, independent — it gives Miémbers of
the Legislative Assembly power and authority to reee all
stages of capital projects, from planning to impetmg — all
those things, obviously. Legislative oversight givedl mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly the power andatimdority to
see all capital projects through the needs assesstheough
the planning stages and through the building stages

It gives us the opportunity to ask questions, amvies the
opportunity to get answers. My concern is thaté adopt this
motion as it stands, that we’re going to go witd #tatus quo.
We're going to take the softer language because éasier,
because there is less work involved. Well, | wagidlative
oversight. | want to understand where capital otsjehave
come from, and | want to understand how they gotvhere
they were, or how decisions were reached. | haggegcon-
cerns that the idea of continuing to improve letdiske over-
sight that | don't see right now is not going t&eame any-
where and, for that reason, I'm voting against #msendment.

Speaker:
the amendment?
Amendment to Motion No. 368 agreed to

Does any other member wish to be heard on

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the main mo-
tion as amended?

Mr. Silver: I do have a few comments that | would
like to put on the record about this motion, as radeel. It cer-
tainly speaks to an important issue: the constwoctif capital
projects. The Yukon Party has had its share of lpmb with
capital projects — more than its share, actuallarg many of
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them are of their own doing. While | can suppo# thtention
of this motion, it remains unclear what new infotima or so-
lutions the motion brings to the table. In termslagislative
oversight, we already have the Public Accounts Catemthat
performs this function. | didn’t hear the movertb& motion
propose any new mechanisms to provide more letyislaver-

sight in Question Period today or in her openingagks. She
did state in her opening statements here todaystiatdoesn’t
know what these things look like — perhaps maylteramit-

tee — and that was echoed by other members ofdumus.

Otherwise, the purpose of the motion seems to e mo
litical than solution-oriented. With solutions segted, today’s
debate would seem less of a platform to attaclgthernment
on its record.

| don’t want to belittle the content of this motidsut | am
disappointed, however, that the mover didn't atyuptopose
any solutions.

With regard to the motion itself, (1) speaks to dem
strated need. It's clear, for example, that theivatibn behind
the two new hospitals in rural Yukon was politieedd didn’t
demonstrate need. The Liberal caucus spent ye&msgathe
government to lay out the case for going ahead thighnew
hospitals instead of new health care centres dalwmiative
clinics. The government refused to provide the rimfation,
because they just didn’t have it, as it turns ditere was no
due diligence done, just political direction givarne Auditor
General’s report confirmed this.

With regard to the fourth point, public accountipiagain
is the point that we have been emphasizing for sye@he
Yukon Party moved the construction of the new haspiand
residence to avoid public scrutiny in this Housefdgtunately
for the government, the projects were so badly medahat
they caught the attention of the Auditor General.

The final point speaks to following recommendatinasn
the Yukon’s own auditor and the Auditor GeneralGz#nada.
We all remember the former Premier mocking the #ardi
General of Canada over her reports. He said it {jues her
opinion” when the government broke tfénancial Admini-
stration Act.

In the budget speech last week, the Premier againdim
at the Auditor General, criticizing the auditor faiticizing the
government. Hope springs eternal, | suppose, butniot very
optimistic the government will start taking the aavof the
auditors. The government’s internal auditor hasedued a
report since 2011 and | can’t help but wonder why.

In closing, | will be supporting the motion, buain disap-
pointed that the mover did fail to provide soluson

Ms. Stick:
tion. |1 had hoped that we would be speaking to dhiginal
motion. The member of the Third Party suggested tieare
should have been solutions in this motion that wol&ve
made it more acceptable, or more accepted by thebeies in
this House. This party was deliberate in not pibsay how
this motion should be implemented.

For one, it would have suggested that it would mate
been the whole Legislature sitting down and disogskow we

would be able to provide this oversight. | think weuld have
seen amendments proposed that were more than the th
words that were proposed in the last amendmentwéfe de-
liberate in not being prescriptive. We don’t pretén have all
the answers. We don’'t want to presume that we [adlvihe
answers and that there isn't a way for a commitieehis
House to sit down and figure out how we could ntieese five
conditions or these five objectives.

That would have been a good thing, a good place fee-
lect committee or a group from this House to stis. fairly
straightforward — ensure projects are “undertakely avhen
there is evidence they will serve demonstrated siéedthe
most appropriate and cost-effective way.” So treme lots of
ways we could have done that. We have consultahts do
reports for our departments. We have public coasah,
community consultation and government-to-governmeott-
sultation.

Those could have been talked about and discussadt W
are the ways that we are going to undertake angeptioat
these things are needed, are appropriate and srefective?
And | would add to that: “that have measurable ontes.” No
sense setting goals if we don’t know what the outes are or
what we want them to be. Once we have those gaadsye in
fact meeting them?

The second one: “Ensure such projects are plarmeaa-t
ticipate and manage risks.” Every budget for a magpital
project has a percentage that’'s written into it g&ys unfore-
seen costs may be anticipated — there may be somgetiat
we’re not planning on. This group would figure ouhat the
risks are. How are we going to anticipate thosksfisMaybe
it's talking to a project manager. Maybe it's hgim project
manager who is on the site every day — | thougat'shwhat
project managers did. They don'’t sit somewhere reg¢pdrom
the project. They are there. They're on the groufigey're
listening to the workers. They're listening to thlanners. They
know what's happening. If something has to be chdng
they're there. It's not the next day or later. Tloey anticipate
these things, and they can manage the risks.

Every project has a risk. We know that. A selechioot-
tee like this could have talked about ways to manajects.
Perhaps it's reports from project managers: “Tlsisnhat’s
going on. This might come up.” There are ways iilddhave
been done, but we did not want to be prescriptiVe.do not
have all the answers. We do not have all the egped. Not
everyone in this Legislature, on whichever side et-all of us
have experience managing capital projects. Theshwge.

If I were trying to manage a capital project, 't all the
backup and support | could get so that if things g side-

I would like to speak to the amended mo-ways, if there were unanticipated risks, | wouldsdngeople

there who understand it. They might criticize amd like the
way | handled it, but they would have understoodaoise they
were there from the beginning and they saw howajpened.
Delivering on time and on budget is part of manggin

risks. If those things are done — if contractors @ear, if the
project manager is clear and the expectationswhen a pro-
ject is put out to tender, that's what we want, pages and
pages of change orders as we build, not planningeabuild.
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Delivered on time and on budget — it can happer \Wig
projects; it happens. Yes, some of this governrseaépital
projects have been on time and on budget. Isnftabhaexpec-
tation? Isn’t that what citizens expect?

Developed with greater public transparency andac
ability — presumably on a committee like this — imgave did
not prescribe who would be on it. Maybe you do havgusi-
ness person from this community. Maybe you havetied
teacher on this committee, if you're looking atch®ol. Maybe

— we don't have to reinvent the wheel. That camdsearched.
People can look and see the ways that work in ajbgern-
ments across this country. This is not a new id&a.won't
take credit for that. It might be a new idea irsthegislature,
but trust me, it happens in other places acrossctiintry.

I'll go back to what | said earlier about contingito im-
prove. It is my hope that that's always our goate-eontinue
to improve. It shouldn’t have to be in a motionshiould be our
goal; it should be what we strive for. | know itidat our em-

you have a community member or a member from anotheloyees strive for.

government on this committee. That's one way tcehgreater
public transparency and accountability. I1t's nadden away.
It's not a secret that has to be pulled out in QaesPeriod or
maybe budget debate. It's more than a press relé&senore
than a surprise announcement in the middle of gphbireak
when those most affected aren’t even here.

Developed with greater public transparency and @uco
ability — that’'s what people want. They want to knwhat is
happening with their money and they want to knowy Wfings
happen. Sometimes they may even forgive. Not always if
you don't tell them and if you aren’t up front ahdnest, peo-
ple become angry. Citizens become angry, contradtecome
angry. The opposition becomes angry. We did nosqgilee
how that would happen, nor did we assume to. Maiageays
that reflect the best practices outlined in numenaports pre-
pared for the Government of Yukon by its internadlitor and
by the Office of the Auditor General of Canada. rEhare lots
of recommendations. They keep telling us how ta plow to
do these projects, what needs to happen to be ratedide and
fiscally responsible. We do have the Public Acceubdmmit-
tee, and the good news is that it meets. It's a cemmittee;
we’re learning our way. So far we've only been abléook at
the reports of the Auditor General of Canada.

We don't pick and choose what the auditor looksvéée
can make suggestions, we can ask him to look &dinesreas
if we know what the Auditor General is auditingtlsee can’t
anticipate — not yet. But the Public Accounts Cottteei is
there to hold the government to account — departsnenac-
count — after the fact. Those are important thitigat the
Auditor tells us — this happened, or that happeredut to
me, most important is the recommendations on howavtud
the same mistakes over and over. Mistake once,badget
twice, three times — there are good projects, oretand on
budget, but lately just been too many have beerfanover-
budget and not on time. So no, we did not presdnibe& this
oversight committee could work. We didn't intend;, e
didn't think it was our place.

We didn't think it was our place. This was a motitrat
said let's work together and figure out how to Hege things.
These aren’t the rules because if we had start#shguules in,
if we started talking about how we would do thisl drow we
would do that, then for sure it would have beent sfown. It
would have been pointed out to us that we’re netdbvern-
ment. It would have been pointed out to us thatis presump-
tuous for us to be telling the government or theniners of this
Legislature how this standing committee or this reight
committee should work. There are enough examplésheue

Anyway, | cannot support this amended motion, Mr.
Speaker, because | feel it loses the whole thriudieomotion.
To me it just says it's more status quo — carry @mwe go,
continue to improve. Yes, how about increase? G& bathat.
Let's do better. Let’s find ways to do better dsegislature on
these important projects to all Yukoners — hosgjtathools,
ambulance stations and correctional centres. #ceffa lot of
citizens of our territory and it's their moneysitbour money and
it's not fair when, because of poor management, nianey is
misspent.

Mr. Tredger: I will speak to the motion as amended.
Sometimes | come up with one-liners that come fsomgs. So
we continue to continue to pretend. Of course weeek our
government to continue to improve, but this moticels about
good government and good governance. We made psrtos
each other, to our constituents and to ourselves.pydmised
that we would pursue open and accountable govemmen

We promised that we would represent all the peoplthe
Yukon. We promised that we would be fiscally respble.
This motion was an opportunity to achieve that.

One of the concerns that has been expressed toymgy b
constituents is a feeling that decisions are matbdrarily.
Decisions are made in Whitehorse’s favour. Our comity
isn’t considered. That community got something. Wl we
get something?

| want to be clear. It's not about getting someghiit’'s
about providing communities and Yukon people anoopymity
to build their communities, to build their familieln order to
do so, the process of spending their tax dollaedseo be
open, transparent, fair and accountable.

Transparent — bringing projects to the Legislatstear-
ing the plans, justifying them, and showing whdreirt needs
are, makes it a transparent process. This enalhl¥sikoners
to have a window on the process, to feel involved engaged,
and to know that the process is clear.

| was pleased to hear the Member for Watson Laké&ye
day mention that the Minister for Highways and RubYVorks
would look at the lighting on all highways, andsiimportant
that that process be clear and transparent sdhtbgteople of
Stewart Crossing, Pelly Crossing and Carmacks, Wwaee
been asking for more lighting for several years nkmow that
that process is fair and is considering their needs

They see the trucks rumbling by. They see peophairugp
up to their communities in the dead of winter ortlie dark,
and they want to know that they too are being a®rsd.
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It is through capital spending that we build thgongro-
jects we need so society can function and thrivesaxiety can
grow and take care of itself, so they can deal wittergencies
and care for the sick, and so they can power ocon@uoy and
work, communicate and play.

Where for energy, schools, health care, highwayainf
structure, telecommunications infrastructure, comityunfra-
structure, new subdivisions and recreation centlesisions on
major capital should be clear, transparent, opeh aotount-
able and perceivably fair and equitable to all.

As | referenced earlier in a previous part of ttebate,
Yukoners are very capable of working together, adfiisg pri-
orities. They will understand and wait their tufrtie process
is transparent and perceptibly fair and equitable impact of
major projects on small communities in terms ofsjobitizen
quality of life and a taxable base for funding ign#ficant.
When Highways and Public Works begins a projechai$ a
significant impact on a small community, as anyatumember
can attest to.

| can also say with some certainty that the movelired a
local community is, the more engaged they are &edniore
fiscally responsible that project will be. When yiowolve lo-
cal people, they can find ways to make it happéeyTcan find
ways — innovative and creative — to build structyre® ad-
vise us. That's why it's important that the ovehdigrom a
territory-wide Legislature look at projects and geise priori-
ties so that the people in the communities and hit&tiorse —
whether it's a ski hill or a rec centre or a higlyvea a seniors
centre — know that they're involved and that tleeincerns are
being taken care of.

Their involvement and development of planning canes
money. It can help to create lasting employmentitnen im-
prove their lifestyle. We as a government needafinto re-
sources of the community — the skills and the Idaabwl-
edge.

I'd like to cite my community for the way the Na &€h
Nyék Dun, the Village of Mayo and the people of Mayave
worked together with this government and have tsegported
by this government in their projects. The examgieven on
some of their projects should be replicated actiosderritory.
More open and transparent accountability will hetysure that
because it's a sharing of the ideas. | commendnteenbers
opposite for the work that they have done in thdaye of
Mayo.

I commend the Minister of Community Services foe th
work. It's exciting when | go to a community andahe“The
minister was here, she worked with us and we’rekingr on
this.” That process should be open and transparent.

The Minister of Education and of housing is workimih
the community of Mayo to build a seniors’ complékope he
takes that beginning and builds a complex thatgak® ac-
count the continuity of care and has an overath pheat would
help the seniors in the community to stay in tlhmunity, to
help them deal with their sense of isolation ay drew older,
to supply healthcare in their homes, to help kdepntin the
community and involved. It's not an easy task, iistan im-
portant one.

Proper planning and having an oversight commitéze-t
tory-wide would help to ensure the openness antsprarency.
A number of important decisions are to be madehi riext
little while. The Premier talked about mine tragrtourism
and fine arts. When | go to a community, | heamthsay,
“Wouldn't this be a good place for a mine trainingntre?”
How is that decision going to be made? Is it gdiagoe in
Whitehorse? Is it going to be in Dawson? Is it goio be in
Mayo or Watson Lake? All those communities can make
good argument for it being in their community.H&tprocess is
open and transparent and if the process build$herideas of
the communities, | think there is a solution theY@arious
communities have various sKills.

Various communities have a different environmerawb
son City has worked hard to bring fine arts tortltemmunity.
Haines Junction might be a wonderful place to dgve tour-
ism industry and training centre. Mayo might bereat) place
for placer mining or underground mining or a mimairting
institute built around that. Those decisions atgtoto make.

If 1 were in government, I'd want the processe®¢oopen
so that all citizens of the Yukon can see that'teayade fairly
and that their voices and their concerns, thatr tiigas and
their innovations are heard. Fiscally, we cannérdfto con-
tinue to waste tax dollars on overruns.

The Yukon would stand stronger and more indepenifient
we did not waste tax dollars so easily while regyon Canada
to cover up these losses. It is becoming incregsiagparent
that we depend, and continue to depend, on thadkedev-
ernment for much of our funding. However, the fedléZon-
servative government and the Yukon Party have puheir
eggs into quick sales of our commodities, exportogimodi-
ties at low cost, all the while exporting value-addpportuni-
ties.

As a territory we are following the likes of Albartwhich
just set their third year of deficit spending; Qida— now
Newfoundland and B.C. — as other provinces strugglé
rising and falling commodity prices. We are in @tdioate posi-
tion. We have been cushioned by our transfer patsnafet as
the Premier intimated, the day of reckoning magdming.

We must begin now to ensure that our tax dollagssgent
on projects that are needed; that we have developadlear,
transparent, open and accountable and fiscallyoresple
process.

As a territory, we have to make sure that the momey
spend is well-spent. I'd like to quote from the Aod Gen-
eral’'s 2013 report where he noted, and | quoteni@ietion of
a health care needs assessment of the communitigs Wwelp
the Corporation adjust services where necessarynaai@ the
best use of the facilities that have been builfhé Corpora-
tion and the Department could not provide us witbumented
risk analysis ... before beginning to build the htapi” The
lack of such a long-term plan with specific, meablg goals
makes it difficult for the Department to track whet it is mak-
ing optimal use of its resources and progressimgto its ob-
jectives. Nor does it have a risk-management plan.”

From a 2008 audit of Highways and Public Works: ynan
of the transportation infrastructure and buildingjects we
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planned to formerly identify each risk that coutdpiede its
achievement of formally identify each risk that wbimpede
its achievement of objectives — for example, deraphbic
change and the impact of land claims settlement.

How many people decide to rebuild their house edcat
major renovations without a plan, without assessisks and
budgeting accordingly? How many people can go &okthnk
with repeated design changes, change orders, antichickeat-
ing system changes that flip back and forth? | wduhzard
that the answer is not many. Why is it all right émr govern-
ments to do this to our citizens and with their dakars?

I'd like to stress the need to involve Yukon citigen the
planning of projects. It is their ingenuity, themsights and
understanding of local and territorial needs, tlogimpassion
and understanding of their neighbours and neighbgwom-
munities that will make Yukon a strong place, thét ensure
the viability of our capital projects. What is inmpent is trans-
parency and openness and accessibility. Good gaarnhas
been promised; now is the time to make it happen.

The NDP and | would like to move forward towardedter
way of doing things, toward good governance. Wedned-
dence-based decisions that are based on demodstextes in
the most appropriate and cost-effective way. Thetnappro-
priate and cost-effective way to make that happén increase
the legislative oversight of capital project spewgliwith the
goal of ensuring that projects are indeed opensparent, fis-
cally responsible, fair and equitable to all Yukmne

Speaker:
debate. Is there any other member who wishes tebal?

The Leader of the Official Opposition on the moti@s
amended.

Ms. Hanson:
amended, it has been a fascinating afternoon, yatea very
least. As | said when speaking to the amendmethtetanotion,
it is a disappointment — more than a disappointreerto see
yet again an attempt from this side of the Housevéok in
cooperation and collaboration with the members sjtppnot
only being dismissed but effectively being trashed.

What we see here is, yet again, an example of wieat
were trying to avoid. What | had said when speakimghe
original motion is that there has been a real conee not just
expressed by the elected members of this Legigaturthe
opposition but by members of the public — thateast of get-
ting honest responses and straight answers tositkae matter
deeply to Yukon citizens, they get spin.

| should probably not be terribly surprised at tWM#e saw
the same thing happen when the Official Opposifion for-
ward a motion last winter. In that motion, we wegdling for
an open and public consultation. We use that waodsadly
because we know the meaning of “consultation” legsll im-
port. It is a strong word. What we got in responise,an
amendment to that motion, was a deliberate narmp\sm that
the process could be manipulated for political gaind that
was very unfortunate.

Then we saw today a similar thing — instead of altyu
facing the fact that, as Members of the Legislathasembly,
we have an obligation to all Yukon citizens, asvstels of the
resources of this territory and stewards of therfial re-
sources of this territory, instead of facing thahd talking
about ways we could together achieve some, if hpbhathe
expectations that Yukon citizens have for us bglifig ways to
provide increased legislative oversight for oneeasmf the
work that we do and — we were talking about captalects
pending — to ensure that the public is getting ealar the
money that they entrust in us as members of thislaive
Assembly. It shouldn’t be necessary to remind gomemt that
it’s not their money to spend; it's not their perablittle pot of
gold. This belongs to all Yukoners, and they neebe assured
that when the money is spent, it is spent with diligence and
due regard to the outcomes.

Now | know that it has been difficult for certairembers
of the opposition — they found it actually quite @sing all
afternoon. It has been amusing to watch them bamgsed,
but the reality is this is a very serious topic. aW/tve proposed
was that we would work together, that we'd proVieigislative
oversight based on principles. We did not, as teeber of the
Third Party suggested, presume that we would didiatv this
legislative oversight could occur. | gave numerexamples in
my comments this afternoon of what approaches Hmaan
taken elsewhere. As my colleagues have pointed veeitas-
sume that members of this Legislative Assemblyimtedligent
beings. Sometimes | wonder if that is a good assiempbut in

If the member now speaks, she will closefact that is a premise that we have to have tmgodrd. | see a

reaction from the members opposite.

It's difficult to continue to believe — as I've shiwice be-
fore this afternoon — that each one of us cameffioeowith
the belief that we're supposed to be elected teesall Yukon

Well, on speaking to the motion as people — that we did it in a notion of public serii So | will

admit that my frustration does occasionally comeiothow |
express myself when | see repeated rejectionserfyewerture
made by this opposition party to work with govermmdt is
frustrating. | cannot deny that. It is frustratittgsee a govern-
ment that puts its head deep down into the sandefodes to
see what's going on or acknowledge it. This is gobd for
democracy. It's not good for the effective and aéint opera-
tion of this Legislative Assembly.

We've seen demonstrations of people feeling frtestrar
demonstrating their frustration outside this Legfisle Assem-
bly, and | can tell you there are times when | feectly the
same thing. We know that the government needs tovudved
and that the government —

Speaker:  Order please. The hour being 5:30 p.m., this
House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Debate on Motion No. 368, as amended, accordingly a
journed

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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The following Sessional Papers were tabled March72
2013:

33-1-74

Yukon College Audited Financial Statements (dated
December 8, 2012) prepared by the Office of the itdbud
General of Canada (Kent)

33-1-75
Yukon Judicial Council Annual Report for 2012 (NiXo

33-1-76

Appointments to Major Government Boards and
Committees, Standing Committee on: Fifth Reporttdda
January 8, 2013) (Hassard)

The following document was filed March 27, 2013:

33-1-43
Fish and Wildlife Work Plan, Community-based; Vuntu
Gwitchin Traditional Territory 2013-2018 (Dixon)



