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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, March 28, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Jo-Ann Waugh, Chief Electoral
Officer

Speaker: Today, on behalf of all members of this
House, | would like to pay tribute to Jo-Ann Waudtukon's
Chief Electoral Officer, who is retiring at the eofdthis month,
after having been involved in Yukon elections foe tpast 35
years. Jo-Ann was able to join us today on herdagt

Ms. Waugh was born in Regina, Saskatchewan. Heeffat
was in the Air Force, and the family first movedwihitehorse
when Ms. Waugh was three years old. The family rdote
Vancouver a few years later and moved back whenvwsise
eight. One of her early academic highlights was mleting
grade 3 in a two-room schoolhouse in Atlin, B.C.

The Chief Electoral Officer plays a vital role imrode-
mocracy. The CEO has to ensure that staff, careidahd
party workers abide by the laws that ensure thedtieins are
conducted in a manner that is fair and efficiette TEO must
be non-partisan in overseeing this process, oneitlvalves
intense partisanship on behalf of candidates aed support-
ers.

Members of this House have been involved in elastio
the number varies with each member. Ms. Waughherother
hand, has been involved in every Yukon generaltiele@and
by-election since the introduction of party pobtion 1978. For
those of you who are counting, this includes 10egehelec-
tions and 11 by-elections.

The general election of 1978 was a significant éiwe.the
previous quarter century, the Chief Electoral Gffilm Canada
ran elections for what was then called the “Yukaerriforial
Council”. The 1978 election was run by a Yukon 8t
board. Ms. Waugh served in that election as amatgrofficer
in the Electoral District of Whitehorse Riverdaleugh.

In 1983, the elections board was dissolved anddRa¥i-
chael, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, hhd tole of
Chief Electoral Officer added to his list of dutidswas quite
an extensive list. At the same time, Ms. Waugh agsointed
as Assistant Chief Electoral Officer and would be only full-
time elections officer in Yukon for the next 25 y&a

In addition to her work running elections, Ms. Whutas
also been a central figure in the work of all ebeat district
boundary commissions since 1984.

Members of this House are, of course, most familidh
Ms. Waugh’s work in the conduct of elections to ttekon
Legislative Assembly. What members may not knowthist
this is only a part of what she has done over #ars; Elec-
tions Yukon is also responsible for the conductlettions for
Yukon’s francophone school board and for Yukon stho
councils. She has also provided assistance to d&uof or-
ganizations in Yukon, including providing assistanc Yukon
First Nations in the conduct of their elections.

Members may be surprised to learn that Ms. Waugh al
has a prominent profile among her peers, natioraily inter-
nationally. As Chief Electoral Officer, she is amtger of the
Conference of Canadian Elections Officials. Her ezignce
and expertise has been demonstrated in her attem@arcon-
ferences of Canadian electoral officers and isliighlued by
her colleagues.

Ms. Waugh's standing among her peers is such that
has been called upon to participate and represenada in a
number of international election observation missicShe has
travelled to countries as diverse as Peru, Ethjopenen, Ni-
geria, Namibia, Russia and Zimbabwe helping — a agean
election observer can — to ensure that peopledsetitdevelop-
ing democracies have access to the kind of factieles that
we take for granted in Yukon and in Canada. Heedien to
these missions is, once again, a mark of respedigoexper-
tise and effectiveness.

In June 2007, upon the occasion of his retirenmdnt Mi-
chael had the opportunity to address this HouseinQuhis
remarks he reflected on those he had worked wittr dle
years. Mr. Michael praised Ms. Waugh'’s work in adistiering
elections and said, “We all owe her a debt of greg.”

So on behalf of all Yukoners, | would like to extieio Ms.
Waugh our thanks for the service she has providealltYuk-
oners for those very many years.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Both personally and on behalf of
the government caucus, | would just like to echary@marks
and thank Jo-Ann for her years of service to Yukad for her
help and wish her the very best in her future endees, what-
ever those may be.

Applause

Ms. Hanson: It is a pleasure to recognize Jo-Ann
Waugh, and each one of us — just as you have saydur
tribute to the Chief Electoral Officer — has had tirivilege of
working with her and getting her guidance on thesey diffi-
cult issues that she has had to stickhandle falyenge of us in
each of our election campaigns.

You know, we often think about this little terrijoas be-

With her appointment in 2007, Ms. Waugh becameng so far away and so remote, but we have thesaziam

Yukon'’s first full-time Chief Electoral Officer.

links. The fact that Jo-Ann Waugh has perpetuateti made
those links grow to try to reinvigorate democracguad the
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world is a fitting testament to this Legislatives&snbly. So, on
behalf of the Official Opposition, thank you, Ms.aagh.

Applause

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
Speaker: I'd like to introduce Brenda McCain-

Armour, Assistant Chief Electoral Officer, and thamer for
being able to join us today for this.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill No. 55: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 55, entitled
International Interest in Mobile Equipment (Aircraft
Equipment) Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Speaker:
Community Services that Bill No. 55, entitlédternational
Interest in Mobile Equipment (Aircraft Equipment) Act, be now
introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 55
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any further bills for introduction?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Department of Education t

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

community of Old Crow, Yukon, in order to establigie pro-
gram’s efficacy in fulfilling its publicly documeatl goals and
objectives.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Capital project expenditures

Ms. Hanson: In the last 10 years, the Legislative As-
sembly has authorized billions of dollars in cadpggending.
The public expects that money is spent on needeainucture
projects in a fair, transparent and cost-effectivanner that
benefits the local economy and improves the qualitlfe for
Yukoners. The Yukon Party government — in powemfany,
many years — has accumulated a rather long ligirofects
that have been overbudget or have gone off the maikome
way.
Yesterday the NDP Official Opposition suggested tih
elected members of this Legislative Assembly havesponsi-
bility to make sure that public funds are spenfpprty, and we
brought forward a constructive motion to give légfisrs
greater oversight in the hope of avoiding futurergping boon-

It has been moved by the Minister of doggles.

So, Mr. Speaker, instead of using this opportuidtyin-
crease legislative oversight to avoid future misgkwhy did
the government choose to simply congratulate itaetf keep
the status quo?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: It's very disappointing that the
members opposite fail to recognize the good woak tias been
done by the government and our employees in impgopro-
ject management and contracting procurement. Thesrge
ment has taken a number of steps that have dirextjyonded
to what we have heard from the Auditor General lesé¢ im-
provements that can be made, and we will contimuenake
improvements to both contracting and project mamesge.

explore models for the establishment of a careed any,. Speaker, | spoke about many of these in thesddefore.

technology centre to serve high school studentdingsto
pursue apprenticeship opportunities in trades.

Ms. Stick: | give natice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to

provide financial assistance and support to thedFBank
Society of Whitehorse so it may continue to delitgessential
service to our community.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ex

tend the interim electrical rebate indefinitelydrder to shield
Yukoners from further increases to their powershill

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that the AuatitGen-
eral of Canada immediately examine the Governméi@am-
ada’s Nutrition North program insofar as it is tethto the

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Unlike the NDP leader and her caucus, my colleagures |
appreciate the good work that the government ensgloynave
done in this area and have the confidence in thi& Wt they
are doing.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, the minister
opposite misses the point. Other parliaments hayeslhtive
committees that provide greater oversight of camtgendi-
tures. Yesterday, we brought forward a reasonabdpgsal
that would ensure that Yukoners would benefit frgneater
financial oversight by their elected representativEhis was
rejected. The Official Opposition does not underdtavhy the
government would be opposed to giving publicly tdc
MLAs a larger role in scrutinizing the expendityresilling
witnesses, ensuring that decisions are fair, ptejgcovide
good value for money, and that major mistakes scédad. |
am looking for an explanation from the Premier.

Why does his government believe that Yukon taxpayer
don’t deserve greater legislative oversight of hiegv spends
their money?
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
ward by the members opposite was basically a matia
stated we hadn’t done anything. This governmenpgsed a

Yesterday the motion put for-

So, Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of cooperation, &iltopy of
the draft motion establishing this select commitieeprovided
to this side of the House for comment and inpubkeeft is

friendly amendment because we have been workingl. hartabled in the House for debate?

We've been working hard since the Auditor Generadgort,
and it's disappointing that the members oppositetdarecog-
nize the good work that has been done by this gowent and
previous government and all our hard-working emeésy on
improving how we do procurement, project managenaerut
contracting. This government has taken a numbestegs, as
I've alluded to before.

Ms. Hanson:
amendment is that fiscal responsibility is morentis@in. To
practise fiscally responsible government means ritpaver-
sight and controls. The public expects promisesarad pro-
jects are based on public priorities and demoredrateds, not
for cynical election purposes. It is the publicggrnot the par-
ticular government’s purse, and we as legislatoustrbe con-
tinually working to deliver better results for thpeople we are
elected to serve.

Now that the government has rejected our propasah-t
crease legislative oversight of capital spendingatwis the
government’s alternative?

Mr. Speaker, what actions has the Premier takestdp
projects from coming in overbudget, to avoid simgkpublic tax
dollars into money pits and to ensure that politios taken out
of major capital decisions?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
would just like to say that the government broufgiitvard a
friendly amendment to their motion in order to heaimply
say “to continue to improve” the oversight and ngeraent of
the good work that has been done by the Ministédighways
and Public Works and his department. All money thatppro-
priated, all money that is spent by the governmeither on
operation and maintenance and programs and seicasthe
capital investments, of course has the opportuitipe fully
debated and voted upon in this House, where alplpeloave
that opportunity. The Leader of the NDP is also @teir of
the Public Accounts Committee. It is actually ofitlee norm
of the rest of Canada to have the Leader of thi@ffOpposi-
tion leading the Public Accounts Committee. Butiagshe has
the opportunity to chair that committee to be dbleeview the
audited work that the Auditor General’s office betGovern-
ment of Canada produces in terms of auditing al rtioney
spent by the Government of Yukon.

Question re:  Select committee on hydraulic
fracturing
Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, yesterday the government

announced the creation of a select committee oniske and
benefits of hydraulic fracturing, commonly known ‘dsack-

ing”. A letter has been sent to the Government lddusader
confirming the Official Opposition’s support for ishselect
committee. It is vital that select committee mensbeave an
effective and cooperative working relationship. Weuld

gladly provide input to the development of the roptto create
this select committee, including its mandate, asld;d imag-
ine, the Independent member and the Third Party.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, the Leader of the NDP
indicated that they have provided their writtenpasse. | look
forward to receiving that. | have not seen a copit.d have
received comments from the Member for Vuntut Gwiich
which we will certainly take into consideration whfnalizing
the draft wording of the motion.

I look forward to reviewing what the NDP have aditpa

Well, the reason we rejected the proposed in their response and giving it consiémat would

point out that establishing select committees tal eéth mat-
ters of public importance, including topics likasthwhich are
potentially very divisive, is an initiative startdxy the Yukon
Party during the last mandate. In fact, prior to tone, there
had only been one select committee of the Legisatissem-
bly established to tour the territory and hearvtevs and in-
put of Yukoners. We think this is a good modeln pleased
to hear the indication from the Leader of the Nb& they will
participate in this committee, and we look forw#&wdoringing
this motion before the Assembly.

Ms. Hanson: | note that the minister did not answer
the question. The question is important, becaustiblic trust
is strained over how this government has direcigdulip con-
sultation. There are concerns over the governmemtlish
comments about the potential for shale gas devedopmwvhich

| guess, to go back to yesterday, | requires fracking.

So in response to concerns that | have alreadydhéar
would like some clarity on a very important componef this
proposed process. So, will the Premier provide lttaase with
his unequivocal assurance that his government bagrede-
termined outcomes for the work of the select coreaR

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | would point out to the member
what we said in the letter that I've sent to mersheith regard
to the proposal to establish the select committealked about
establishing a select committee to facilitate thblig dialogue
and subsequently make recommendations to the btigesl
Assembly regarding the potential risks and bendfitsthis
technique if it were to be used in Yukon.

What | would ask the NDP — | hope in their mindsyth
are not set on one predetermined outcome and willady
engage in a review of the science, engage in digms with
Yukoners and consider both the economic risks aertkfits.
We do not have a predetermined outcome, in speauifsover to
the member’'s question. The question | would askNB¥ is
this: Are they prepared to look at the facts ortldey have a
specific outcome set in their minds?

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | do believe this is Ques-
tion Period. | am sorry to belabour the trust isBueit is a fact
and a reality in the Yukon that this government regeatedly
eroded the public trust in public consultation meses.

My question is still: How does the Premier recamdiis
strong support for fracked shale gas, as statetienBudget
Address, with his assurances of an open processnwiprede-
termined outcomes?
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Leader just articulated the answer and it was lyleaticulated
in the message that went out to Yukoners throughntledia.
The letter was distributed to the parties and ®lttdependent
member. As we have described, we're talking abowther
Yukon Party initiative in terms of another selecimmittee,
something this government has done many times gltinie last
three successive mandates that we’'ve had. As katiéclin the
letter, this would be a committee consisting oethmembers
of the government, including the Member for Vur@witchin,
the member from the Third Party and the member ftben
Official Opposition. | think that speaks for itself

Question re:  Dawson City and Watson Lake
hospitals
Mr. Silver: The issue of new hospitals has been in th

news lately and for all the wrong reasons. The gowent has
been roundly criticized for poor planning and pdiorncial

management of the two new hospital projects inlrMrgon.

The Auditor General of Canada’s report on the rkistathe
government made is quite a read.

The centrepiece of this year’'s budget is a $27ionilbail-
out of the Yukon Hospital Corporation to clean bp financial
mess that has been created. Once the hospitdisiated they
will need to be staffed. When the government detidebuild
these facilities there was no plan in place tof st@her one of
them.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Services fion
that nurses from Whitehorse General Hospital haaenkasked
to work in the new hospital in Dawson because ttegeenot
enough nurses to staff the facility?

Hon. Mr. Graham: At this point in time I’'m not sure
if what the member opposite said is accurate ar not

I will ask the Yukon Hospital Corporation to proeigou
with that information as quickly as they can.

Mr. Silver:
sible. Mr. Speaker, it's my understanding that ¢cherent plan
is to staff the new hospital in Dawson by bringimgrses in
from Whitehorse because the government’s recruigffgrts
have been a failure to date. Whitehorse Generabitkbsis
already short of nurses and that problem is gainget worse
because the government wants to use these sanes narselp
out Dawson. We find ourselves in this position heeaof poor
planning by this government. Where the governmergaing
to find doctors for the new hospital is anothergiiom entirely
— one that just got harder to answer because sfgbvern-
ment’s poor relationship with Yukon doctors. Yedtyr the
head of the Yukon Medical Association said, andadtg: “The
government should make it their top priority. Chisiggtheir
attitude and mending their relationship with thetdos.”

We know that nurses at the new hospital will comuenf
Whitehorse. Does the minister have a plan to endatethere
are enough doctors to run the new facility in Dan&o

Hon. Mr. Graham:
whole minute and a half to answer the member’'sdncies
in his preamble, but instead | will keep it verypdh

I have recently talked to the lead physician in Bamw
City, who has assured me that he has done an ent@b of

| think the Government House recruiting, in cooperation with the Government afkén, De-

partment of Health and Social Services, and he-felis late as

two weeks ago — that he would have absolutely oaohiie at

all staffing his clinic in Dawson City.

Mr. Silver: | would love to get some information on
that, as far as these doctors’ names — it wouldrbat to hear.
It would be the first time.

Aside from the fact that the government has no ptan
staff the new hospital in Dawson, there continwebd a prob-
lem with the construction of the project itself.eThospital is
delayed; it is millions of dollars overbudget artere have
been problems with the general contractor on thagept as
well. The government has acknowledged the problétn tive
general contractor, but hasn'’t given the public exfgrmation
to date about the potential impacts on the constnu@roject.

Shese delays will likely mean more money and arlaggening

date.

Has a new contractor been found to finish the ptojend
what is the project’s opening date and final cdsthe build-
ing?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | had a meeting with the CEO
and the chair of the Yukon Hospital Corporation Bogester-
day, and they inform me that progress was beingemwith a
bonding company that represented or bonded Dowlahdy
hoped to have a new contract signed in the very futare and
that work would recommence on the Dawson City haspi
or the Dawson City health facility. | should telbyy that work
has been progressing, although very small projectsut work
has been progressing on the health centre, evarglththe
main contractor has deserted the project.

Question re: Water resource protection

Mr. Elias: As we sit here, Northern Cross Ltd. is driv-
ing drill bits up to three kilometres deep into takon’s crust
up on Eagle Plains. They are looking for oil andurel gas.

| appreciate that from the minister respon-Obviously, whenever there is drilling, there netalbe special

attention paid to our most important natural reseumwater.

There is a lot of legislation in place, and everren@gulations
in practice, designed to safeguard our water. Begnhe threat
to our water will always be present. My constitsenf Old

Crow have been committed to understanding and gtintgour

waterways, such as the Porcupine River watersloedjenera-
tions, and we remain committed to this.

Does the government share our commitment? Is tmésMi
ter of Environment or of Energy, Mines and Resosimready to
stand up and commit to this House that they aragleivery-
thing in their power to understand and safeguasl ribrth
Yukon’s most important natural resource: water?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In response to the question from the
member opposite, | have to say that we think that water
resources are, of course, important to the entireo¥, not just
in north Yukon. We operate, in partnership with Eorment
Canada, a network of 10 water-quality monitoringtiens

Mr. Speaker, | would take my throughout the Yukon, and from time to time when have

demand, we conduct specific baseline studies inipareas.
Oftentimes we do that with the support of the FAation.
Beginning last year, we started a project with st Nation
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of Na Cho Nyak Dun on a two-part water-quality ntoring
project in the Na Cho Nyak Dun’s traditional tesrit.

In response and in recognition of the importancenain-
taining high quality water to the community of O&krow,
we’re going to extend that project into the EagleeR water-
shed as well. So we’ll have additional monitoringthe Eagle
River watershed, which is upstream of the commuaoftpld
Crow.

With regard to the member's comments relating taod
gas development, of course the departments of Enbtmes
and Resources and Environment review all plannednoi gas
exploration and development activities in detaitluding the
level of pre-project baseline information availalite assess-
ment and regulatory processes. So the work we’negdoere
ties in nicely with that. Of course, we're committ® ensuring
that Yukoners have safe drinking water, have hgalthter-
sheds and, of course, are committed to gatheriiognration to
do so.

Mr. Elias: It's important to recognize, for the minis-
ter's information, that the Northern Cross Ltd. aild gas ex-
ploration project is not happening in the Eagle eRiwater-
shed; it's happening close to the Porcupine Rivatevshed.
It's a very odd response because when you looketinis-
ter's own highly toutedvww.yukonwater.cavebsite, many, if
not all, of the water monitoring stations have bdensommis-
sioned by Environment Canada and by this government

There aren’t any active stations on Eagle Plaiherd are
two that measure snow and one that measures we&bef
this government is going to be issuing permitstiids industry
to proceed in that area, they should also be igsp@mmits and
developing a water strategy to ensure that surdacksubsur-
face water is not being contaminated in concett wiat.

Can the minister please explain why these impontsater
bodies — which are at risk of contamination duéntustrial
activity in the region — are no longer being moret and
studied? How can the government claim to be resplenfor a
resource it no longer collects scientific data for?

Speaker:
Environment.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
site. As | just said, we plan on installing newtistas in the
Eagle Plains area this summer to monitor the waés dis-
cussing. The importance of maintaining high-qualitgter to
the community of Old Crow is a key priority of ourBhat’s
why we made the decision to expand the projectevadnduct-
ing with the Na Cho Nyak Dun to the Eagle Plainsaarspe-
cifically to include the oil and gas dispositiomsthat region.
So | have to correct the member opposite on that on

When it comes to a further plan, we're presentlgduact-
ing public consultations on the development of &&uwater
strategy. It's our hope we’ll have input from Fildations, like
the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and the Na Cho Ky@un,
about how we can further work together to advaheedause
of gathering information on water resources intératory.

Of course, I'm always open to hearing from Firstiblas
or communities as to their priorities with regaodwater in-
formation gathering. We’re always looking for pamts, and

| have to correct the member oppo-

we're always willing to partner with First Natios the com-
munities to conduct those studies.

Mr. Elias: | thank the minister for his commitment to
additional water studies in north Yukon, and | alsould like
to commend the minister on the preparation of ttedt dvater
strategy. | think it is headed in the right direati

The Yukon government has a responsibility unde8 4.
it is the protection of quality, quantity and rafieflow of water
in the First Nation final agreements and it sayBulfject to
rights of Water users authorized in accordance thithchapter
and Laws of General Application, a Yukon First athas the
right to have Water which is on or flowing throughadjacent
to its Settlement Land remain substantially unelfeat to qual-
ity, quantity and rate of flow, including seasorstke of flow.”

A thorough understanding of a resource is essettial
managing and protecting it. It is in the best iestrof govern-
ment, industry and Yukon citizens alike and to oultural,
economic and recreational health and environmevdahles.
How will this government fulfill its responsibilityinder the
final agreements if they are not conducting a cahensive
water mapping exercise in the Eagle Plains region?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | have to say that | agree completely
with the member opposite when he says that haviagrtfor-
mation is important to fulfilling our commitmentsnder the
Umbrella Final Agreement.

That's why we are conducting a number of studiethn
area. Of course, monitoring in the north Yukon xpensive
due to the reliance on rotary wing aircraft and ¢bet of lab
analysis. Of course, we are always looking for pent. We
engage as best we can with Environment Canada, thtlaf-
fected First Nations, with communities and are gsvioking
to bolster the suite of information we have. Wedty best to
make sure it is available to the public on-line a@wdilable to
proponents of development activity, as the memlpgposite
referenced with Northern Cross. We are always ¢ryingather
more information and make it available, and we alkeays
trying to improve the methods through which we abte to

The member’s time has elapsed. Minister ofgather that information. This is a priority for umd we are

going to continue the good work of developing a dukvater
strategy.

| thank the member opposite for his positive comtsien
about the draft strategy and look forward to bmirggihat strat-
egy to a conclusion as soon as the public conguitéd com-
pleted. | look forward to the member opposite’suinpn that as
we move forward.

Question re:  Catholic school sexual orientation
policy
Mr. Tredger: Yesterday the meeting of the Vanier

Catholic Secondary School Council allowed us tor hehat
parents and the community had to say about unaaileptis-
crimination against GLBT students. While the mieishas
stated that he will ask for the law to be enfordbis doesn’t
solve the instances of bullying that have takerceplat this
school.

To truly ensure human rights are respected, weatagn
nore the need for restorative justice. Mr. Speaker,need to
remember that this story is not about a deface#elodit is
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about a student who was failed by the system amchdéthby those behaviours to change, and we need this charggppen

actions that have been left unaddressed. now.

What will the minister do to ensure that restomtjustice When can Vanier secondary school students, passrds
is done for those who have been harmed by bullgimdby the teachers expect the full implementation of the Depant of
inaction of school authorities? Education’s policy on sexual orientation and gendentity?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I think all members in this House are Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in the previous re-

aware of the work that the Department of Educatiod I, as  sponse, there is a resource document being devkelémain,
well as the Bishop and the school council haveiptat this.  the title of it isOne Heart: Ministering by Love, and that’s go-
There was the three-hour meeting that took plase féght.  ing to be the subject of a workshop that will béwéeed in late
The previous evening, | met with the bishop andstkouncil  April of this year.

for three hours to go through a number of diffeieaties with Before we release that to the school communityhat t
respect to what is happening at Vanier, includofg;ourse, the  workshop, there is some policy work, as well as edegal
same-sex aspects that have been taking place amel gbthe review to be done on that document. As members kinothe
incidents that have taken place. So again, | patsoapolo- letter that | sent to the bishop last week, | nwred that poli-
gized, as the Minister of Education, to the studehb was cies and curriculum needed to be in compliance thithlaws
harmed. | know that apologies are forthcoming ftbendeputy  of the Yukon. That's why we want to make sure that docu-

minister as well when | spoke to her this morning. ment lines up on the legal side.

We want to make sure that this type of incidentsdde I look forward to attending that workshop at thed esf
take place again. We look forward to developing androv-  April. I'm hopeful that Bishop Gordon will be able attend, as
ing upon the process on a go-forward basis. well. We look forward to hearing from the schoohtounity

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for that; however, directly on that document.

students in our care can’t be hung out to dry wiike talk . . Social assi
about policies. They need to know we have theirkbdthe Question re. ) ocla a55|star,10e rates .
kind of behaviour we’'ve heard of and the lengthiwfe it has Ms. Stick: The Yukon's social assistance program is

been left unaddressed is alarming. This shoulcbedblerated meant_to provide for the basic 'needs of Yukoner.$) wire
in any school or work environment struggling to make ends meet. With the cost ofalembits at a

When students gather the courage to come forwat wi record high and a severe lack of affordable hoygogerty is

concerns, they need to know they are supportedtitmain the a reality for many inglividuals and _families. To reathings
face of bullying is not acceptable. Students neekinbw they WOrse, thg cost of living is on the nse. We negdeaonomy
are safe. What is the minister doing to ensure tilabur that benefits all Yukoners, but the reality todayhHat many are
schools provide a truly safe, welcoming and inslesenvi- left behind.

ronment and that inaction is not tolerated wheramses of . Mr. Speaker, can the l\/.I|n|ster.of Health and Soagr-
bullying are reported? vices confirm that the social assistance paymendse wn-

Hon. Mr. Kent: There needs to be zero tolerance forcreased in the fall to cover, at a minimum, thescwner price

S X . 2
harassment or discrimination of any kind, whethier at the index

Vanier Catholic Secondary School or any schooha Yukon, HO”_' Mr. (_Sraham:_ . Mr. Speaker, my recollection is
including harassment or discrimination against siitsl with that social assistance is tied to the CPI, buhiive to go back

same-sex orientation. We can't tolerate that behavin our ~2nd confirm it. I know rates were adjusted awhigl and
staff rooms or classrooms, in the hallways or argnehon increased substantially, but I'll check and confiwhat | be-
school property , lieve is the case.

The action that has been undertaken so far | mesdion Ms.. Stick: . | thank the minister for that. The cur'rent
my previous answer — meetings with the bishop couple of regulations established the cost of a two-bedropartment in

occasions now, as well as a meeting with schoohciband Whitehqrse at $6_91' 'Every.one knows this is ngt egl_ese to
the broader school council/public meeting that tpidce last the reahp/ of renting In Whitehorse. Ha'rd-worl_<|rrgi|v!d'uals
evening. As well, we're looking toward the end oprA to and families, the working poor and social assisamcipients

have a workshop where we will deliver a new reseudocu- are strugglin.g to makg ends meet. Qan the mir!ieljeus if his
ment, which will be entitle®ne Heart: Ministering by Love. | department is reviewing social assistance ratégfim of cur-

plan to attend that workshop as well and listeth@®concerns rent rents and COSEOH.IVII’IQ mcreases?k hat hi
of all those in the Vanier school community. ,Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, that's something
Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his answer, and that's ongoing as part of the budget process. Weewg not

| thank him for his apology and the work he hasedon this only social assistance rates, but rates for almegsty other
issue. servi_ce that we provide — or supplementary incotra tve
Students need to know that the kind of discrimoratind provide —onan annual basis. So, yes, | can confirat we
bullying we have heard of at Vanier will not betlefad- do look at 'F each and every year. . .
dressed. Parents and students are legitimatelyecoed when Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker,. We aré seeing reco'r.d high
they hear the bishop say that removing the disagtoiry pol- numbers of people using the Whitehorse Food Bardtydling

icy from their website won't change their behaviutve need some of those individuals on social assistances Havern-
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ment’s 2012-13 budget had a surplus, while Yukohess had
to resort to the food bank to feed themselves heil tamilies.

Can the minister tell us if the government plangttavide
support or provide some funding to the Whitehorsmd-
Bank?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, we provide very
minimal funding to the Whitehorse Food Bank at therent
time, because, as part of our ongoing investigaitibm social
assistance rates in the Yukon, we believe thastuial assis-
tance rates are adequate.

Having said that, | am in contact with folks at tfoed
bank on an ongoing basis, and they provide us aittumber
of services as well. We work with them on an ongdiasis.
We are working with them. As for providing assistanwe
don’t, other than a small stipend right now, anddea’'t have
any plans in the future to increase that.

Speaker:
We will proceed at this time with Orders of the Day

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 9: Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2013-14
— Third Reading

Clerk:
of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 9, entitled
Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2013-14, be now read a third
time and do pass.

Speaker:
Bill No. 9, entitledInterim Supply Appropriation Act, 2013-14,
be now read a third time and do pass.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The purpose of this bill is to seek
the authority of this Legislature to approve intespending for
the government in an amount not to exceed $4070Q883for
the two months ending May 31, 2013. This will pdrmi
government departments to make expenditures inrotole
provide public services to Yukoners until the mastimates
are approved.

Speaker:  Does any other member wish to be heard?
Do you have any closing comments, Hon. Premier?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess, in closing, what we are
looking for is funding until we have full debate tme mains.
So this is funding for the first two months of thew fiscal
year, April 1, 2013 through May 31, 2013. It is iaable
amount of money because on the front end of tlwalfigear we
are supplying money. There are some changes tmtimécipal
grant, and giving the money up front to the murattpes is
money going forward now instead of on a quarterasib,
which will provide opportunities for municipalitie® use the
money wisely and perhaps make some additional masey
result of it. | think it's another example of hohig government
has listened to municipalities, and we are workimghe bene-

fit of all Yukoners. With the House’s indulgencee Wwok for-
ward to passing this bill.

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 9 agreed to

Speaker: | declare that Bill No. 9 has passed this
House.

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of
Yukon, in his capacity as Lieutenant Governor, iteegssent
to the bill which has passed this House.

Commissioner Phillips enters the Chamber, announced by
the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms

ASSENT TO BILLS

Commissioner: Please be seated.

Speaker:  Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at its
present session, passed a certain bill to whiclhenname of
and on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully resjuour as-

Time for Question Period has now elapsed.sent.

Clerk: Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2013-14.
Commissioner: | assent to the bill as enumerated by
the Clerk.

Before | leave today, | have a little thing I'd diko talk
about. I'd like you to recognize an individual whas made a
significant contribution to Canada and the Yukomxiweek,
my RCMP aide, Sergeant Major Al Hubley, next to ma|

Third reading, Bill No. 9, standing in the name retire from the RCMP after 40 years of service. Tingt 20

years of his service were at five different detaehts in the
RCMP B Division in Newfoundland. For the last 2Gy& Ser-
geant Major Hubley has been working in M Division¥ukon
in a variety of supervisory and management funstigkl has

It has been moved by the Hon. Premier thateen a volunteer aide-de-camp for former Commissiafan

Bibber from 2008-10 and my aide-de-camp from 201@re-
sent time.

I would like all of us here to join me in thankisgaff Ser-
geant Al Hubley for his dedicated and extremelyfgssional
service to our country and to our Yukon. As a ldinge Yuk-
oner, | am even more pleased that Al and his wéfeehrchosen
to remain in Yukon as they realize, like all of tist there’s no
better place in the world to live. I'd like to persally wish Al
and his wife, Marilyn, the very best of health aroyment in
their future and in his retirement. Thank you, Al.

Applause

Commissioner |eaves the Chamber

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into iGitiee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leaves the Chair
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is general debatBilb
No. 10,First Appropriation Act, 2013-14. Do members wish to
take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.
Chair:
minutes.
Recess
Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14

Chair:
bate on Bill No. 10First Appropriation Act, 2013-14.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm pleased to rise in Committee
of the Whole today to present the introductory réemdor Bill
No. 10, First Appropriation Act, 2013-14, more commonly
referred to as the 2013-14 main estimates.

This is the fifth consecutive year that the Goveenimof
Yukon's expenditures have topped the $1-billion knaNe
continue to target balanced budgets, with 2013fbfepting an
annual surplus. We continue to maintain a verythgdinan-
cial resource position and avoid net debt.

In an environment where many other Canadian jurisdi
tions are working toward achieving balanced budgeid re-
ducing net debt, Yukon is there. We may even camstaikon
to be a leader in this regard.

Our 2013-14 budget builds on our history of sigrafit in-
vestment and provides a strong financial base teesgonsive
to emerging priorities and opportunities as thagearHaving
managed the government’s finances over a multi-heazon
— since 2003-04, in fact; a period of 11 years revour gov-
ernment has delivered effective, responsible arstiglined
spending initiatives and investments on behalf okdhers.

We do face some risks, some areas of uncertainty,la
am confident that our healthy financial positiorious in good
stead to address these issues, should the need aris

| don’t own a crystal ball, and | do not possesshsiore-
sight that | am able to predict what will in facigpen in the
future, but risk uncertainty does exist in all fiscef life, and
the same applies here.

I highlighted some potential emerging pressuregndguny
budget speech last Thursday, including the expithe Build-
ing Canada fund in 2016 and the territorial healthtem sus-
tainability initiative in 2014.

Madam Chair, this is a good opportunity to reviime
general principles of our territorial financing,ethiTFF ar-
rangement. Arguments may be presented that asofhdation
increases, so does our territorial financing areamgnt. Cer-
tainly our funding arrangement with Canada is ededl by
population growth, but this is only one factor. Tgredominant
factor determining growth of the TFF is the rategodwth in

Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 the provincial-local expenditures. As | noted eatlimany pro-

vincial jurisdictions are committed to being in thiack. In the
near future, one strategy to achieve this will seiglined and
conservative expenditure growth. Madam Chair, tiegevery
real possibility that the provincial-local, or PWill flatten; that
is, slower growth in the PL will occur and this wiffect
Yukon government’s revenue stream through slowewtr of
the TFF.

Yukon’s population is increasing and, yes, our Wi be

The matter before the Committee is general degscalated to reflect the population growth. Howevlet can

turn the focus briefly to the infrastructure regagirto support
Yukon’s growing population, at some point Yukon'sppla-

tion will exceed the capacity of Yukon’s existingrastructure.
I made reference to two examples a bit earlier: ufadjon

growth will require supporting infrastructure, suab the ex-
pansion of the Whitehorse General Hospital andctivestruc-
tion of new schools.

Our TFF arrangements do not readily provide fors¢he
necessary one-time infrastructure investments. Whenhit
that tipping point and we need to build additioimdtastructure
and service capacity, we cannot rely on future fiugpdoro-
grams that are unknown at this time. We must bpgresl. We
need to be planning and anticipating as a goverhmeras
Yukoners — to ensure that we have the wherewithahain-
tain a strong financial position, allowing us tofesponsive to
our emerging and potential future needs. Our ssoeedbudg-
ets have built financial capacity, and we continoidouild on
that capacity with our forward-looking financiabpl.

We have a five-year mandate. We are committed tsupu
ing planned, disciplined and affordable expendititatives
on behalf of Yukoners. Our fiscal position provideswith the
capacity to be responsive to Yukoners’ needs armk taespon-
sive to emerging pressures without breaking thek ke we
move through our mandate.

There is much to talk about today with this budd&dw-
ever, | would first like to speak a little bit aldaour recent his-
tory. | feel obligated to observe that in one vdistinct way,
history has just recently repeated itself. Membsils recall
that last year our government was accused of fgdghe
budget. This year, our government has been heldoliars —
pretty strong words.

A phrase, by the way, that was widely popularizgdvis.

The absence of a long-term Shakwak agreement -6 fun Twain, but not necessarily directly attributablehion — our

ing has been provided only on a year-to-year besadly, since
2009. Yukon’s growing population will require thersstruc-
tion of more schools as well as the expansion @M#hitehorse
General Hospital, and Yukon’s expanding economy veit

quire more government investment in energy, trartapon

and communication infrastructure.

researchers have found access to Google as welbes dot
disguise the obvious inference. The full quote,elidve, is,
“There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lied atatistics.”
As | said, there is no denying the inference.

Once again, | find that | am disappointed in andam
rassed for the member. In reality, when one isismidsive of
using factual data as the member opposite appedsse,tyou
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can run the risk of both reinventing history andgly guessing
what you think may happen in the future.

As | mentioned, | do not have a crystal ball. Ifprean ap-
proach that uses factual data to identify trendbaaralyze risks
to support informed decision-making. When our gawsgnt
took office in 2002, we were in the midst of a ttewhere
Yukoners were leaving the territory. From 1997, whbe
population of the Yukon was approximately 33,500,2003,
our population was reduced by almost 4,000 pedfie. 2003
average was 29,967. Today our population sits @roxp
mately 36,000 people, with the January to Septen2dr2
average at 35,883.

| am confident that one thing that all membershis teg-
islature can agree on is that Yukon is a greatepladive, work
and raise a family. With a strong economy, moreppebave
had the opportunity to move to Yukon and discovhatw uk-
oners have always known to be true. In 2002, Yuknem-
ployment was 9.5 percent, and it increased to it02003.

There were approximately 15,200 persons employéld wi

9,300 identified as self-employed or working in thevate
sector. Unemployment for 2011 was 5.4 percent an@@12 it
was 6.9 percent — quite significant improvementero2002
and 2003. For 2011, there were approximately 19d#8ons
employed, of which 11,600 were either identified sedf-
employed or working in the private sector. Sinc@30Yukon
has seen the creation of almost 4,000 jobs withiceqipately
2,300 generated in the private sector, an increAsgpproxi-
mately 25 percent.

In 2011, the public sector represented 25.4 peroént
GDP, while construction represented 9.4 percent raiming,
oil and gas represented between 22 percent andr2arg.

Madam Chair, this is significant. The prevailingirapn
often seems to identify Yukon as being economicsligported
by public sector expenditures and, no doubt, gowemt
spending is an important contributor to the Yukaoromy;
however, the shift in the mix is telling. Yukon hasperienced
a dramatic shift, with a much stronger, more diifierd econ-
omy. Call these figures facts, call them statistimg don’t call
them lies.

Yukoners are indeed on a much firmer economic ihgpti
today than back in 2002, when the Yukon Party tiostk of-
fice. With that, |1 conclude my observations on reckistory
with a quote from George Bernard Shaw, co-foundethe
London School of Economics: “It is the mark of alyrintelli-
gent person to be moved by statistics.”

Madam Chair, if our government is able to repeat r@gent
historical economic performance, then this is oieee of his-
tory that | am willing to repeat.

Before | move on to the review of some of the exiteme
highlights for the 2013-14 budget, allow me to pdevan over-
view regarding the Yukon government’s financialiios. For
the 2012-13 budget, | highlighted that the Yukowegoment
was including consolidated financial informationthin the
budget documents. This continues for the 2013-1dgéu |
believe this to be a significant advancement towaklieving
more transparency and accountability in governmelatving

Through 2002 and 2003, Yukon was in the midst of exsaid that, as | have stated in previous commentiseiriegisla-

periencing negative economic growth. Yukon’'s GDP 2602
was minus 0.8 percent and 2003 followed with a dginonate of
minus 1.9 percent. Economic times were not so fee in
Yukon.

For every year since 2004, Yukon has experiencedip®
economic growth. With the exception of 2005, onrage
Yukon has experienced greater economic growth @emada.
We can look at a few other indicators that furtiméorm how
our economic fortunes have improved over the pastehrs.

For example, back in 2003, average weekly earnioga
Yukoner was $740; for 2012, Yukoners have seenititatase
to $982. This represents an increase of 33 pesiraoé 2002.
Note that over that same period Canada saw anaseref
around 30 percent.

On the retail sales front, 2003 had sales of apprately
$421 million — sandwiched between 2002 and 2004h lod
which had retail sales of $413 million. Retail saiea 2012
were almost $674 million, a modest increase of nioaa $250
million, or 60 percent since 2003.

Moving on to the construction sector, in 2002 we se
decade-low value of just over $30 million, with 206howing
an increase to $50 million. For each of 2009 thtoag12 —
the past four years — Yukon has exceeded the $1lliorm
mark, with $176 million as the high in 2011 and mpgmately
$101 million in 2012.

In 2002, the private sector represented 38.9 peudethe
GDP, while construction represented 6.3 percent raiming,
oil and gas represented only 4.3 percent.

ture, the primary purpose of an appropriation aild the ac-
companying estimates document is to provide discose-
garding expenditures of unconsolidated entity —séhdepart-
ments and corporations that require spending aityhtr be
approved by the Legislative Assembly through anreyma-
tion act. As such, we will be considering, debatamgl voting
on Bill No. 10,First Appropriation Act, 2013-14.

| wish to reiterate that the inclusion of consadlethsum-
mary financial information is an important stepviard. How-
ever, as Bill No. 10 will be the subject of deblethis Legis-
lature, | will limit my comments here to the spésfidentified
in the subject bill and the accompanying summangaricial
information.

Members will find the supporting summary financiat
formation for Bill No. 10, referred to as the “nconsolidated
summaries”, starting on page S-5 of the 2013-1l4mests
document.

Focusing on the unconsolidated side, total experelitor
appropriations identified in the 2013-14 main estias are
$1,230,122,000 — just over $1.23 billion — of whi¢#977.3
million is allocated to operation and maintenannd &252.7
million represents our government’s investmentdpital. This
is the fifth consecutive year that the Governmentokon’s
expenditures have topped the $1-billion mark.

Shortly, | will speak to some of the expenditurghtights
contained in this budget. Suffice it to say, ouvggmment con-
tinues to make significant expenditures on behfalloYukon-
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ers in the delivery of programs, services and ehpitvest-
ments. We have done this without breaking the bank.

With all things known today, all decisions to datmnsid-
ered, our 2013-14 budget forecasts an annual surpfu
$72.878 million, which means revenues for the Goremt of
Yukon are projected to exceed expenses for the-2@1fgcal
year. Of course, surplus is not the only indicatbour finan-
cial well-being that should be considered. Not ta p fine
point on it, in fact, the pre-eminent measure gbaernment’s
financial strength is net debt. We have a net fiig@mesource
position of $126.697 million forecast for the yesrd March
31, 2014. The Yukon government continues to maintai
healthy financial position and avoid net debt. Matster Cana-
dian jurisdictions are reporting net debt. Thist falone is sig-
nificant, but let me phrase this in a different wislgt debt pro-
vides an indication of future revenue requiremdatsyovern-
ment. That is, net debt provides a measure of uhed reve-
nues required to pay for the past. The significantehis
should be of comfort to Yukoners. As one of theygatisdic-
tions in Canada not in a net-debt position, it witt be neces-
sary to allocate future revenues to offset or maypfast expen-
ditures.

What it speaks to me about, particularly as we lmokhe
changing mix in terms of the revenue sources figr térritory,
is the absolute importance that we as Yukon leigisdaare able
to demonstrate that we are managing all of ouruess for
the best return for all Yukon citizens. It's withat respect that
I will be interested in the minister's comments. YWenot go-
ing to be relying upon the federal government sahmin the
future. We see a potential — reflecting his remaalso —
slower growth of the TFFA. That, combined with egieg
pressures on the health transfers and the Buil@engada fund
and whatever other possible federal transfers magrge over
time — and we can only hope that there will be sgaeerally
available federal sources of funds to support timel lof pro-
grams and services that Canadians across the goexypect
their federal government to support as part of tiaion-
building aspect of what the federal responsib#itiee.

The minister made it clear to me that he does mrd@zeghe
implications of the global economic stresses andtwimat does
mean for the economy of Canada, the economy ofipres
and then how that, in turn, reflects on the pottntecreases in
territorial formula financing arrangements and $fans to us.

So the question, then, becomes this: How doedMhiss-

Our government can say we are paying as we go — artér of Finance look to increasing and ensuring thaitoners

yes, we do have positive net financial resourcemvest in
future programs and services. As | have said, tnang net
financial resource position is the most importamdic¢ator of
our government’s fiscal health.

As I'm being told, | will stop this portion of myemarks at
this time.

Ms. Hanson:
speeches, | would prefer that we could actuallyigtet a dis-
cussion of the overview of the general budget d&edgeneral
thrust of the Minister of Finance’s views and higentions
with respect to overall management. | know thatheac my
colleagues — and | know the members opposite asstaia
responsible for the territorial departments andhaigs — will
all be engaging in detailed discussions about edepartment
and agency over the course of the budget timestlaiocated
to us.

As the Official Opposition, we want to use our timest
effectively. We came pretty close last time to altjudebating
all of the departments and agencies. It would leoaderful
record if we were actually able to achieve what were
elected for, which is to provide that legislativerginy to all
lines, to all departments and to all parts of esernment, so
we can at least say that we've heard and beenviegioin a
thorough debate on what the intentions of this gawent are.

| appreciated the Minister of Finance setting intmtext
his perspective with respect to how Yukon fits mdahe im-
plications for the territorial funding formula agreent. There
often is a tendency to see this as an independeht acow that
just grows like magic from Ottawa. Both he and bknthat's
not true, so that little explanation for the rectgdhelpful. | do
acknowledge that, in his remarks, he spoke torttpoitance of
developing a disciplined approach in response #o &htici-
pated slower growth of the TFFA.

get a fair share of our natural resource wealth@ @rihe areas
we look at in the main estimates — that there areesmonies
identified, but not a huge amount. So we now havanrd I've
heard the Minister of Finance speak to this — thoperating
mines in this territory. | recall last fall thatette was some an-
nouncement of about $330,000 of mineral resourgalties

| think that rather than using the time for coming to the territory under th@uartz Mining Act. But | look

at the main estimates and note also that we haveased on
production, according to the department websites56;000
ounces of placer gold.

We have a royalty there of about $25,000. | am veoingd
whether, as the Minister of Finance, he thinks that placer
gold rates set at the turn of the last century,civhiave re-
mained unchanged at 37.5 cents an ounce, repragaitrate
of return to Yukoners, when gold is at an averagglg600 an
ounce — some up, some down, but that's the avevagethe
last year or two.

In a global view, what are the Minister of Finarxe
thoughts as we move forward, as we see a dimirgstatance
upon the territorial formula financing arrangemebetween
Canada and the Yukon, in terms of propping up eonemy?
What initiatives and what thoughts does he havh w@spect to
how we ensure we have a fair share of our non-rahkre-
sources — the resources that, once taken out ajrthend, are
no longer available to be re-mined? A notable eticapl sup-
pose, is Whitehorse Copper, where we're taking ratignout,
but not getting any royalties out of that miningjty, either.

Could the minister just expand a little in termsagfen he
anticipates the royalty regime would start to kiokin a real
way and how he would frame what is a fair rateetfim for
our non-renewable natural resource wealth, and tewould
inter-link that with respect to the ability and thauch-
discussed — and many times announced over thegdast—
resource-revenue sharing arrangements that we hinee,
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blended oil and gas and the non-renewable resoeranues
from the mining sector that were announced sevienals since
the Prime Minister’s visit here last August.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
exact same question during our budget debate st YActu-
ally it was sort of a multi-faceted question. Asdid in the
speech, Yukon has risen two places in the Frassitute’s
survey of jurisdictions for mining, from fQposition to eighth
position and there are reasons that that has jcacaurred.

We have a rich abundance of high-density minenats &
full suite of minerals — lead, zinc, gold, coppemgsten, mo-
lybdenum — a very long list of both base metals pretious
metals that are of interest to growing economiesabse there
are a number of economies in the world that aengtrThere
are areas that we can identify, such as Greecgmu€, which
have always sort of lived by that, as | have mewth analogy
that we can have it all and live within our meabsfortu-
nately, Madam Chair, that’s not the case, but ttagaid that,
there are markets in Asia and South America thatrabust
and expanding, that really have a large percentzigé¢he
world’s population and as more of these people atgginto
middle class, the demand for resources, the derfangkch-
nologies, continues to rise, and | feel confidéiat the demand
for some of the natural resources that we do have Will re-
main strong for a long time.

We have a great suite of minerals; we have a govent
that supports responsible economic development; haee
some good infrastructure already — over 5,000 kites of
road; we have access to a year-round, ice-free pad we
have certainty around permitting and regulationi.ofA these
combined have really helped to put us where weatay, and
| have already spoken to some of the results.

When it comes to placer mining, the member oppdaite
to equate or really acknowledge the value of akthjobs that
are directly or indirectly attributable to the péaenining indus-
try. We look at that industry as Yukon’s family fiss — a lot
of families who have, through the generations, edrkheir
claims and provided jobs for their families and dtier people
employed by them; but then indirectly as well, tigh many
different aspects, from tires and fuel and groseaied lumber,
but also all the way to car dealerships and steheps and —
in fact, tertiary types of economies, such as Hiailrstores as
well — the Wal-Marts and the Canadian Tires, thalReana-
dian Superstores, the Shoppers Drug Marts, and rieoaf
businesses as well. | have also said that the ihajufr busi-
nesses in the Yukon are not incorporated. In thet; is why
we see the results of tremendous growth in persioraime
taxes because many businesses in the Yukon ar@acwwpo-
rated businesses and their taxes are actually tim pérsonal
taxes as well.

But the other thing that the NDP fails to recogrizéehat
royalties are only a small portion of resource mes. Re-
source revenues have grown tremendously in the ¥.uk@10-
11 — exceeded $5 million; 2011-12 — just under $iion.

| fail to see how the NDP can't quantify the valred the
impact that has on the economy.
What do we have to do to ensure that this contihuée a

| do believe that | was asked this strong, viable place for companies to come to awest their

money? We have to look at those levers that we.Hatadked
about certainty in the regulatory process and teemjiting
with timelines. I've talked about the full suite wiinerals. I've
talked about the policies of the government. I'atkéd about
infrastructure, as well.

But we also need to look where we can, becausenmisi
global and that industry does not need to coméi¢ovtukon,
because they can go anywhere in the world. In fhey do. So
what are the levers that we have? How can we enbateve
can have those jobs and those benefits here iNuken? We
have to look at all of those levers because workinigpe north
comes with higher costs than there are in somer gdhisdic-
tions.

It's important that we look at all the levers wevlabe-
cause once we have that exploration and it movesigi those
processes to the point where we have, as an exammpée
producing mines in the last five years. | am hopahd opti-
mistic that we’ll see another mine begin constarctin the
next fiscal year.

With the creation of those hundreds of jobs — aoteip-
tially thousands now — | think there are just unti€00 direct
mining jobs right now in the Yukon. If we add anetimine —
potentially Victoria Gold’s Eagle project, which &out an-
other 400 direct jobs — that is the gift that keepggiving and
continues to drive the Yukon economy.

Ms. Hanson: Unfortunately, the Minister of Finance
— perhaps this is just the ring-around-the-rosy -eesl not
seem to want to answer the question as posed. i'tagng
to put him on the spot or anything. | was simplkiag him
about the approach he, as the Minister of Finawdepe tak-
ing to ensure that we increasingly see a returviukoners for
the non-renewable resources as they are exploiiddaa we
take them out of the ground and export them. Heawnakfer-
ence to how the NDP can’t quantify this. Well, st the NDP
alone that has raised this question.

If the Minister of Finance and his ministers haduatly
participated in a mining summit that occurred ldsvember,
he would have heard industry representatives sayiagtly the
same thing. This government doesn’t have the sotigtaeco-
nomic data to say more than anecdotally that tleeeegrowth
— you know, we have this and this and this. Whatitidustry
has been asking for is backup from this governnetie able
to demonstrate the true economic benefits to #rigtory from
the mining sector and the resource extraction secto

I have no problem with that; | think it's very impant. As
Official Opposition, we've said time and time agathat we
believe in a robust and sustainable resource dxiraimdustry,
not at the cost of all else, but a sustainable agagdr. You
know, the minister chastises the Official Oppositfor raising
the question with respect to whether or not 37rian ounce

Cumulative resource revenue summary — since theiuk for gold is a fair rate of return, given the markatue. He just

Party has come into power: in late 2002 — betwez 1il-
lion and $24 million.

throws it off and says we are questioning the Jalkiaf all the

jobs that are attributable. But you know in moslustries — to
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use the example of a family farm — people live ba farm
year-round. What we see in most of the resourceaetivn
industry is that people do not.

So when the minister opposite says that we havesthals
of jobs, where are they living? Where are they payiheir
income tax? | wouldn't go there with that one.

There are lots of examples and the minister chomspiEk
one or two — including his friends at the Frasestitnte — but
if you look at some of the other countries that @petop there,
they're not prepared to see their resources gaigain base-
ment prices. What industry will say to you is thigywant that
certainty and they will pay for the resources iuycan give
them that certainty.

We have an amazing environment here to allow the
source extraction industries to operate. Thereoiseason we
cannot get a fair rate of return for all our natuesources, so
that when they are taken out of the ground and r@gpin the
future we will have something in the bank for ouildren. If
you follow the example of the Nordic countries that refer-
enced in his Budget Address — as opposed to Alpeitare
we see the folly of spending as much or more theay'te
taken, of pinning all of their hopes on the reseueatraction
industries to support their economy — that's nattaimable,
Madam Chair.

The minister spoke to the importance of the intéonal
scene. Certainly we see many — not just emergingeta—
and they are the economic drivers in the world. Gfnthe ones
where this government has spent a significant atofitime
and energy is in China. That’s a very valid apphoat/e see
the Chinese state-owned companies investing alinardhe
world, including this territory. There has beenndfigant —
we’'ve often heard the minister reference — and ragaihis
budget speech — the importance of the Shaanxi agree—
this five-year agreement that Yukon and a provimc€hina
have entered into.

I would appreciate if the minister could do twonils —
it's a two-part question, so it shouldn’t be toargdicated, |
hope. I'm asking if he will outline in some dettile elements
of this agreement, which he identified in his sjreas address-
ing trade, investment, resource exploration, mieeetbpment
and tourism, and secondly to table this agreenretité Legis-
lature so that all Members of the Yukon LegislatA@sembly
would be informed as to the scope of this agreeraadtthe
implications so that, when asked — because, agamre ac-
countable to all Yukoners — all Legislative Asseynbiem-
bers would be equally apprised as to what thatesgeait does
contain.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Quite a few statements, followed
up at the end by a short question — but certainthenvthe
Leader of the NDP talks about the mining conferezice the
lack of attendance — | believe | was there and n@uening
statements at that conference and, in fact, | kttevMinister
of Energy, Mines and Resources, minister respomdiin the
Yukon Housing Corporation, and the Minister of Eoviment
were all present during that day as well. When alk &bout
the political spin that she was so avid and rabioud— that it

should not be a part of the gamesmanship — wedgsiin, see
another example of that present today.

The benefits of this industry that are out theneYakon-
ers are very difficult to discuss in a short peraddime — how
tremendous they are and some of their direct inspact

Of course she fails to mention, for example, thatsmall
community of Pelly Crossing and the Selkirk Firgttidn have
received $12.6 million in direct royalties over abfour years
as a result of an active, producing mine on thategory A
land. Over and above the $12.6 million was the camyis
investment, through the government in lieu of rbgal of
about $1.4 million in early childhood developmergntres.
They invested in their water system as well, | @i Those

reare measurable benefits that the Capstone Miningnpg2ay

has invested in the community, not only for today for the
long-term success of those Yukon people — earlydbbbd
development and safe drinking water.

I know the member opposite would like to belittheese
things and try to say how little impact and bendiiere is to
Yukoners, but the list would go on and on.

When it comes to data, it is quite clear. The dataery
clear as to what happens to this territory and wizgipens to
the mining industry when the NDP is in power. Weéhving
examples and real data to back that up and quathtifly ex-
actly.

The NDP can say what they want and they’'ll studtoit
death, but in the end, death is exactly what theidl to the
mining industry and to the thousands of jobs thatth the
mining industry. When it comes to return on investiy let's
look at it. Let’s look at quartz mining. Quartz rimg royalties
in the Yukon are basically in the middle. They a at the
highest end in Canada; they are not in the lowedtie Can-
ada, but if you take the royalties for base-metahpanies and
combine those royalties along with their corpotate— com-
bined, the highest rates in the country are hetkearYukon. As
| also mentioned yesterday, our corporate tax ratek5 per-
cent are second highest in the country. We've skeerfederal
government encouraging people to get down to tBatekcent
level; we are still in fact at 15 percent. | thitilat we are ask-
ing for our fair share and then some. And how domeasure
this? In the last 10 years, 3,000 more jobs inYthkon; 6,000
more people and this is after those years from 182002 that
the previous two parties were in power.

| found it interesting for the Leader of the NDPitaply
that the government will actually set the prices foe re-
sources, because it's the market that sets thasespmot the
government. The market will determine how much angbof
copper will cost and how much an ounce of gold wdlt, not
the government. The government doesn’t do thats Thinot
how markets run. I'm sorry that she doesn’t underdthow
that works.

A comment about her progressive style of managentent
guess we can look at a good example right now watime of
those Scandinavian countries and their financiaitipm. Or,
even more acutely right now, look at what's happgnn Aus-
tralia with their progressive government and thesshee exo-
dus of capital, banks and companies coming andingokt
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places like Yukon to invest because of the progresstyle of
governance that has been occurring in Australiendw that
they will certainly have an election coming up s@od we’'ll
see what the people will say at that time.

As for the sister province agreement with the Rroeiof
Shaanxi, China, | don’t have a copy of that agregnhere. |
do believe this is a public document. It certaislyeaks to
many things that are of mutual benefit to both Yldon Terri-
tory and the Province of Shaanxi in central wes(&hima.

They have a resource-based economy, as well, ing-a
mendous history. With the Silk Road, the tourismeass of
that part of the country are tremendous. Certdimlyism is an
important component of this agreement. Educatioth &ch-
nology are all parts of a cooperative agreemertiam we will
try to continue to strengthen our relationship wittat prov-
ince. As we know, building relationships with thlifese is a
slow process. We have moved forward very quicklyhvihe
signing of an MOU back in 2009 and then a formghsig of a
sister province agreement in 2012 that will seeeaefit to
Yukon and to Shaanxi province. | am excited andnuptic
that there will be education opportunities that liMeé able to
look at, as well.

I think, certainly, to see the exact details oft thlaouldn’t
be a problem, because | do believe that this isldigp docu-
ment.

Ms. Hanson: | would just like to thank the minister

for his balanced comments. | would like to confiatao that in
fact the minister was correct: his fellow ministdid attend the
summit, but they left. The substantive conversatias only
attended, in terms of elected members, by the Menfre
Mayo-Tatchun and me.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: You weren'’t there the whole time, were
you?

Chair: Order please.

Ms. Hanson: I'm sorry. | do apologize to the member

of the Third Party who was there for most of thg ds well.

| appreciate the minister saying that the Shaagréement
— | hope I'm not mispronouncing that; my languadpdites
other than English are not that great — but | hastebeen able
to find it on a public site so if the minister opjte would
make that available to this Legislative Assembgther than
me having to comb through that, that would be Vetpful and
would be beneficial in terms of the edificationtbfs House so
that we too are apprised of what has been agreed toehalf
of all Yukoners.

On behalf of all Yukoners, there are a number beotr-
eas that | think we should look at. The Minister Fohance
takes himself up to the federal-provincial-teriigbrole that he
plays representing this territory in all mattensaficial — and
that includes working with the federal governmemtbehalf of
Yukoners.

One of the areas that | would like to explore vhitim a lit-
tle bit is the area of trade deals. As we've seesr the course
of the last year, Canada has continued to negatiatember of
what | would call sweeping trade and investor délaéd have
profound implications for Yukon industry and worgelVe've

asked this government to be transparent and prquitdica-
tion for its support of these agreements. Thisfisancial mat-
ter. We do need to be concerned about trade amdtowvdeals
that give away our ability as Yukoners to derivealobenefit,
to create good jobs and build the diversified econdhat |
heard the member opposite speaking to in his Bulidétess.

There are a number of trade and investor dealsgbein
negotiated on our behalf. Now, they have been doitle a
great deal of secrecy and negotiated by the federsrnment.
The question asked by the Yukon public — and asked
increasingly as they have seen the implicationthe$e trade
deals over the last number of years and partigularthe last
year and half — is the assurance that the Goverhafefukon
is an active voice, not necessarily because we kihese are
nation/state, but we have a role to make sure Yudion’s
interests are respected.

There has been a fair amount of coverage in thenlas-
ber of months about where we’re at in the finagstaf nego-
tiations to reach what'’s called a ComprehensivenBooc and
Trade Agreement — CETA — with the European Union.
These negotiations, as well, are secret and weaearchthe
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, among otheese
concerns about the CETA negotiations, and someirmpres
have been raising some concerns as well. They neatihbe-
yond the traditional focus of basically removingde tariffs.

One of the areas that | have tried in the pastitgglio the
attention of the Minister of Finance — and I'm a®séug that
over the course of the year he has become mordidamith
these as he has become more involved with the deder
provincial tables — is the fact that the Europeanod is tar-
geting the removal of provincial and territoriaktéctions on
European Union investor access — we are talkingibinwes-
tors — to energy, mining and natural resource ektra in
general. That phrase, “restrictions on investoreast may
disguise what is actually at stake for Yukonersy Alisputes
about restrictions on investor access are aboutcrdsources
and public policy. The federal government, on oghdif, is
proposing that CETA incorporate what they call M&FTA
investor-state dispute mechanism. What that meansf ia
European Union investor comes to the Yukon, andilsha
dispute arise about investor access as a resldgisfation that
this government here decides to pass in the pioteot inter-
est of Yukon citizens — Yukon land, Yukon water histdis-
pute basically would be negotiated and resolvedhaffe. An
arbitration panel would do it, not our courts.

Basically, the concern has been expressed at locadici-
pal and regional levels, including in this terrtpthat Yukon
public goods and public policies are being secreigotiated
and that the dispute resolution could be secreteds So I'm
asking the Premier, in light as his role as theistér of Fi-
nance, and as our preeminent representative atrafede
provincial-territorial discussions, for assurancattonce CETA
is signed — because although there have been simowgph in
this, because apparently the European Union haddsk ad-
ditional measures that Canada had been somewhatael to
go — can the minister assure Yukoners that the Wulov-
ernment will retain the important aspects of ecolwogovern-
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ance and stewardship in the energy, mining andralate-
source extraction sectors? Will the Yukon retaim ¢apacity to
set local development requirements?

For example, a specific portion of jobs createdthsy ex-
tractive industry investors must be for local waskeill that
be a priority for this territorial government? Wik be able to
do that as Minister of Finance once these agreemard
signed? Will he be able to assure Yukoners thatriom of the
goods and services for any mine must be providedobsl
businesses? That's important for the developmedtdiwversi-
fication of this economy.

Another area that causes concern is that CETA opemns
curement tenders to European Union investors, andxten-
sion, to American corporations. It's important as develop
our diversified economy that we be able to enshed tocal
businesses — the Minister of Finance spoke to thisv im-
portant the growth of that is for that private secand | would
agree. Will we be able to retain the capacity tbtsese local
procurement requirements?

As the Minister of Finance, he knows and is wellagav
that one of the fastest growing components of aalth care
budget is drugs. One of the biggest concerns has hdth

understanding between us, another province andhansbver-
eign country. Those are wonderful, and they're hlisty im-
portant in terms of facilitating a good and sounatking rela-
tionship. Against that is a much larger backdromatVyukon
citizens need to know is that their Minister of &ice — their
Premier — has a good grounding on these agreeraadtthat
he has an active voice at federal-provincial tablesxpressing
and reflecting the views of citizens from this temy. So I'll
leave it at that, and I'm interested in the vievighe minister
with respect to the matters I've just raised.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Well, again, | think we've seen a
little bit of political spin and a little bit of pitical posturing.
We started out general debate in Committee of thelé/with
a statement by the Leader of the NDP saying, “Mahizetime
we’re going to be able to get right through that Want good
answers.” Then, each time she stand ups, she spéndst her
entire time making statements, making accusationsealy,
spreading fear and speculation and almost not gskijuestion
at all.

There were a whole lot of statements made, andybing
to try to address as many of them as | can.

| will start off with one of the later ones, andtiwas with

respect to CETA — the Canada-European Comprehensitbe FIPPA. We have the NDP again trying to spresaat &nd

Economic and Trade Agreement — and its proposeghsiin
of drug-patent protection in Canada. The Canadiame@c
Pharmaceutical Association has estimated thatdtenpexten-
sion in CETA will result in an annual increase irugl costs
that will cost this government another couple offioni dollars
a year. I'd be interested to hear the Minister iolaRce’s posi-
tion with respect to the extent of drug-patent @ctdbn and
how we protect against passing on those huge tosis al-
ready escalating health care budget.

Over the course of the last number of months, there
been significant national discussions with resgectnother
one of these investor-state agreements that Cadmelaegoti-
ated but has not yet ratified: the Foreign InvestinRromotion
and Protection Agreement between Canada and Chimnsis a
whole new realm of foreign trade agreement; thie @ an
overarching one — the FIPPA.

If the Minister of Finance and his Minister of Eaonic
Development, who is chipping in over there, havéualty
looked at it and looked at an independent analgsisgpposed
to analysis done by either lawyers for investotest@r lawyers
for the companies that benefit from investor statesy would
realize there is the potential for overriding thieigdictions of
this territorial government and, more importanthge ability of
the sovereign nature of decisions taken by botly éigcted
members of legislative assemblies and parliamestsyell as
First Nation governments.

I can tell you, Madam Chair, that First Nation goweents
across this country are concerned about the intpita of
FIPPA. They've actually sought leave to seek arezfee on
this one.

As the Minister of Finance said, we are living irglabal
environment. We don’t make decisions in isolatidthat goes
on is not simply having nice and friendly workirgationships
that materialize in generalized statements in mama of

not necessarily unbiased information about thesma@a has
signed more than 26 of the FIPPA agreements — itjaren-
vestment promotion and protection agreements” istvthe
acronym stands for. | have a quote here that Iditoup from
a past throne speech. It says, “My government aifb look
beyond its borders and pursue relations with oura@ean and
international trading partners through initiativesch as the
upcoming Team Canada mission to southeast Asiadt Th
throne speech was made in 1996. That was a thpeeck by
Piers McDonald and the New Democratic Party, egcibout
going to southeast Asia and doing business thetlgought it
would be of interest for the Leader of the Officipposition to
note that one.

I will make some general comments about the tramsd
however, | will also inform the members oppositattthe gov-
ernment’s participation is through the Economic Eepment
department. I'm sure that the Minister of Econorievelop-
ment will be more than happy to provide additian&rmation
to the members opposite when he is answering goeistions.

Again, about negotiations and that we don’t knowatvh
has been going on — the member says nobody knowas vets
been going on, but she sure listed off a litanyttohgs that
were on the table, so | kind of see a bit of a gaxahere. She
seems to say that this is all in secret, but skensgo know all
of these issues that are out there — yet it's dligasecret. |
guess we could sort of compare this a bit to ottegotiations.
What about when the union is negotiating with arpleyer?
Should all of those negotiations be in public? égsil would
ask how effective would that negotiation be if acff it was all
out in the public? Would there actually be any gaesoppor-
tunity of reaching an agreement if everything weu in the
public?

Hopefully that answers her question. Really, wheén i
comes to these deals, of course the New Demodpatity is
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just basically opposed to trade deals becausedbey believe
in trade. | just have to go back to more than 2&yeago and
look at the NAFTA deal that was so vehemently opposnd
the tremendous benefit to this country and to thiédd States
that has occurred as a result of the NAFTA dea¢ Nbw De-
mocratic Party was so opposed to it at that tirnbas literally
resulted in the creation of hundreds of thousandperhaps
millions over 25 years — of jobs, as we have bd#e & come
to an agreement to allow for the movement of peqpleducts
and services between our two great trading partners

Talking about protection — this government getsWte
have a small economy. We are fostering it; we akpihg;
we’re moving it along. We're continuing to try tovdrsify it as
well. There is always a balance that we have ttatimake.

We have to look even within our country and therem
agreement on internal trade — AIT — that allows tle free
movement of goods and services throughout this tcpuwe
know that the NDP are protectionists and the sadt e that
we don't live in a bubble in the Yukon. If we coulast only
deal with ourselves here, we would have no econdife/can-
not grow if we’re insulated and all of our finaniciaconomical
and our retail trade interactions are all withie tfiukon and
everything needs to be here. Where is the growitw db we
maintain a strong economy?

It's just a fundamental lack of understanding, egsi and
so | will leave it. But | do want to say for thecoed that the
NDP has opposed every trade agreement that haseristed
in this country. | think these trade agreementsehstvown in
the numbers — again, we can talk about the numbers.

Madam Chair, it is certainly a focus of this goveent to
continue to provide opportunities to diversify tieisonomy, to
use this time to invest in such examples as we hasmtioned,
through the Yukon Research Centre, through coltatk in-
novation and climate change adaptation researchseTlare
examples of moving forward with the mobile tradesining,
which will be able to go to all the communitieshelp Yukon
people learn such trades as pipefitting and milknammd weld-
ing, so we are training Yukon people for Yukon jobs

| know when that trailer pulls in to your riding @atson
Lake, Madam Chair, the people there will be pretkgited
about the opportunity to learn these skills andlésaso they
can be ready to meet those demands we have todgpbi—
qualified jobs, well-paying jobs. We’'ll also have ook for
money from outside this territory and this courtmygrow this
economy because we are small and we need invesfroamt
other parts of the world. We are open to talk teestors, to
show them what a great place this is to invest that, when
they do, they are in fact doing so to the bendfloof us.

We will continue to move along that path. | thinksi very
important that | also continue now to do my summtgt |
have started. | notice that you said my time wassog think |
would like to continue on some of this becauseiitiportant
that the message of the Finance minister is patteofecord.

Our strong net financial resource position is thestrim-
portant indicator that this government has of fiswlth. This
indicator speaks to the future and, as | have @bsdeprevi-

ously, the 2013-14 main estimates forecast ourfinencial
resource position to be a very healthy $126.69%anil

One final comment on our financial health is that gov-
ernment continues to manage the Yukon's financesr @v
multi-year horizon. Our government saves when firiglent to
do so, and our government makes expenditure ineggaN
when it is necessary. We do this on behalf of, fandhe bene-
fit of, all Yukoners. As legislators, we need t@kabeyond the
short term and consider the long term.

Our government has done this to the benefit oakon-
ers. We have done this without mortgaging the futuks |
have stated previously, our financial health isexiely strong.
Our history of significant investments continueshaour gov-
ernment’s 2013-14 budget, as our strong fiscal éwaork pro-
vides us the flexibility to be responsive to emeggpriorities
and opportunities as they are presented to Yukon.

I noted in my earlier comments that this 2013-14d=i
reflects the total expenditures of approximately281billion,
of which, just under $253 million is directed towasignificant
capital investments for the benefit of all Yukoneasnd ap-
proximately $977 million is allocated for operatiand main-
tenance programs and services for Yukoners. Asvk ha-
peated throughout, our commitment to fiscal resitdlity
remains strong while we continue to invest strataty in the
Yukon and for the benefit of all Yukoners.

I would like to take this opportunity to highliggbme of
the more significant expenditure initiatives. Allone to focus
first on the capital investments identified in thiedget. The
government has had a string of significant cafitadgets —
Six successive years where the capital investmeat® ex-
ceeded $200 million and this year, 2013-14, isxeeption.

As | noted earlier, the 2013-14 budget includes2$2mil-
lion for capital expenditures, covering a numbeliroportant
investments across a number of sectors, includd@7® mil-
lion allocated for land development; $59.228 millio support
of the territory’s transportation infrastructuref 78063 million
for the planning and construction of a number afliiges, in-
cluding the continued support of our building mam@nce pro-
gram; and just under $50 million to support a Jgrief in-
vestments in municipal and community infrastructure

Economic activity in Yukon is robust, bringing aysifi-
cant population growth and increased demand foeldped
land and housing. We continue to be proactive, mptanand
developing the necessary and appropriate infrasireito meet
those growing demands. Our commitment to land dgveént
is significant, totalling approximately $152 millioover the
next four years, of which $30.79 million is alloedtin the
2013-14 fiscal year. Whistle Bend is one examplenvbkre
government is addressing this need.

Our budget provides $25 million to continue phakesd
2 of this important development, plus $500,000 toe ad-
vanced planning and design of phases 3, 4 andd5$a65,000
for Habitat for Humanity — another program this govwnent
is committed to do through each phase of the WhiBind
project. | mentioned our multi-year plan of approately $152
million over the next four years. Certainly, withet develop-
ment of Whistle Bend, a significant amount is adliecl to
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Whitehorse. However, | also wish to highlight thast over
$30 million of the $152 million is identified foravious mu-
nicipal and community developments throughout #retory.
Clearly, our government has a significant committrende-
veloping and providing for developed land across térritory.

Yukon is a large territory, connected by an impress
network of transportation infrastructure managedhgyYukon
government, including a highway system of just unsl@00
kilometres and a total of 132 bridges. We have fisvdes, one
national airport, 11 regional and/or community aitp and 17
airstrips. Our investment in transportation-relatgdastructure
is indeed impressive, and it requires significanhual re-
sources to continue to maintain our infrastructora satisfac-
tory standard. For 2013-14, the budget includet gusr $59
million related to the transportation-related exgiaures.

Significant reconstruction projects include $17.8liam
under Shakwak for Haines Road and the north Alasikgo-
way; $10.34 million for reconstruction and surfaepairs on
the Robert Campbell Highway; $2.805 million for irope-
ments to the Atlin Road; $6.85 million for the Tt Creek
bridge replacement on the Klondike Highway; andndiftion
for the Takhini Hot Springs Road.

Our investment is not limited to significant rectyanstion
efforts. We also see $4.35 million for the pavenrehiabilita-
tion program and $870,000 allocated specificalland reha-
bilitation of secondary roads.

Under airports, approximately just over $5 millisnallo-
cated, of which $2.703 million is targeted for wankcommu-
nity-based airports and airstrips. The balance 28 $nillion
provides for various projects at the Erik Nielsetetnational
Airport.

| started this section with a summary inventorgoime of
the elements that make up our transportation nétviarlier, |
spoke of some uncertainty related to the Shakwaldifig.
Including Shakwak, we have had success in levegafinding
from other sources, including the Building Canagtedf Yukon
cannot count on these funding sources indefinitely.

Our transportation network is an integral partie Yukon
economy, to Yukon society. Should outside fundiogrses
decrease or expire, Yukon will face significant Itdreges, per-
haps requiring consideration of some difficult ces. In the
meantime, our government continues to work with @Gana-
dian and American governments in efforts to sedorger
term and stable funding arrangements.

Turning to building construction, this budget pies for
some much needed investment. In some cases, o&-1201
investment will initiate a multi-year project, piding em-
ployment opportunities throughout Yukon communiti€ur
budget includes planning and design initiatives hsuas
$150,000 for replacement of the living quarterSwaift River;
$359,000 for the new Mayo seniors housing faci#900,000
for replacement of the Sarah Steele Building; ned/@r con-
tinued construction such as $6 million for the RB$ger rec-
reation centre; $3.668 million for the replacemefrihe Beaver
Creek fire hall; $7.262 million for McDonald Lodg&y7 mil-
lion for the Whitehorse seniors housing projecg 207 Alex-
ander Street replacement, which is a total of &2.®illion

over three years; and over $3 million for the a@rmecessing
unit.

NGO support — specifically, projects in partnershijh
the NGOs to address some of the housing issuasgfaikon-
ers: $1.2 million for second-stage housing, whigl$4.5 mil-
lion over two years to support Kaushee’s Place Batty’s
Haven; $2.05 million for Options for Independenaich is a
$3.05 million over two years; and $100,000 for Selvation
Army to support their planning of a new buildinghély are all
significant projects that address a variety of seedross
Yukon.

Here we are in the second year of our mandate and w

have taken steps to address some of the housingsisacing
Yukoners. Admittedly, more can and will be donetHis vein,
the minister responsible for Yukon Housing Corpioratre-
cently announced our government is moving ahead avierri-
torial housing strategy. As | have mentioned, weeha five-
year mandate. While we are making steady process, ot
practical or even possible to tackle every issuth wnly our
second budget.

Our government looks forward to building on these-p
jects throughout our mandate, and assisting Yuleonéth ac-
cess to satisfactory and affordable housing.

Ms. Hanson: I’'m not sure where all that came from.
I'd just like to say, thank God for Todd Hardy. Whauld
have thought that the only affordable housing torlaele avail-
able in this territory would be as a result of hiimd a small
core group of volunteers who took the initiativel astablished
Habitat for Humanity and worked with those famijieevel-
oped sweat-equity approaches to ensure that, oneny
homes were built? And | give credit to the MinistéFinance,
the Premier’s predecessor, when Premier Fentieddecemake
one lot available. It has been good, and it dematest that in
fact this territory can, if it has the will, findays to make af-
fordable housing available. But it should not obgyleft to the
non-government sector — NGOs and volunteers doimgl-f
raising, to make sure that affordable housing igilalle.
Anyway, my hat's off to my friend and predecessbft;,.
Hardy. | would suggest to the Premier, the MinisteFinance,
that he double-checks with respect to his wholegbdasupport
for the Agreement on Internal Trade. | do think that if he were
to actually talk with and listen to his senior oféils, there may
be another story there.

Perhaps the Minister of Community Services coulolagx
upon the implications of thAgreement on Internal Trade and
the discussions with the Yukon Medical Council.

When | started off, | said | wanted to talk aboame of
the broader public policy issues, finance issuleat the Pre-
mier, as Minister of Finance, has the overall resgulity for
in terms of guiding his caucus in the Cabinet. Minister of
Finance made reference to the fact that we aregedianges
— and we can’t count indefinitely on the federalnsfers or
the transfers from the American government — intipalar
around the Building Canada fund that runs out iA&20Ne
know that the Federation of Canadian Municipalitias talked
about — and raised and proposed to the federalrgment —
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ways to address the significant infrastructure gjagh has called
for multi-billion dollar long-term plans to addretfgese.

I'll be interested in hearing from the Premier, tes has
worked with his northern counterparts — the nomhgremiers
— what he is doing to ensure that Yukoners and Yiule
ceives its fair share of infrastructure fundingpittie future, not
just between now and 2016 as that federal suppbpses.

It's equally important to note that the federal gmyment
has been moving away from the arrangements thatase
shared, in terms of providing public services tigtodfederal
transfers to the territorial governments or proiahgovern-
ments to allow them to design them as they wisH, tzas put
increased emphasis on public/private partnersfiips is the
approach of designing, building, operating and naéning
infrastructure that essentially opens up publizises, and all
of the elements of it | have just outlined, to pt industry.
The federal government introduced the P3 Canadd years
back. It's a separate operating agency. | undeisthat the
Yukon government has a P3 policy, and this is wiiendook-
ing for the information from the Minister of Finaac

It's my understanding, at least from my checkingttoé
websites — then again, | couldn’t find the Shaaamtieements
so perhaps | haven’t found the source here — thieolgov-
ernment has not yet embarked on a P3 project.iéumelthe
Dawson bridge was going to be P3, but that wassetiel

There has been a fair amount of research donetlo@dast
while and | actually purchased a book by a fellawmed John
Loxley. He is an economics professor at the Unitseref
Manitoba who wrote a book calledublic Service, Private
Profits, which included a case study of major public/prvat
partnerships, or P3s. He studied the economic arahdial
aspects of P3s and he included case studies — anerabout
six of them. They go from the Confederation bridge¢he Ab-
botsford, to schools and others, so they are usedmfany
things.

Oftentimes they are sold as being a cheaper atieena—
cheaper to the taxpayers than the public sectorgdibi Some-
times that's true and sometimes it's colossally mgroSo one
of the things we want to ensure as Members of tgidlative
Assembly is that when we make decisions about hevgpend
territorial money, we are really clear about what ave getting
for our money.

My question would be to the Minister of Finance: &/h
are the current plans of the Yukon government wétpect to
embarking on P3 projects? Does the Yukon governmetiti-
pate putting forward P3 projects as project deliveodes of
operation this year? In the next year? In the figar capital
plan we have laid before us as part of the budigetfat’'s an-
ticipated — because, again, we have a policy fraonkwithin
the territorial government. What controls and oigds func-
tions will be in place to ensure that the taxpaydfactively get
value for money, get the most effective use ofittmial re-
sources, and that we're not replacing what is fidlyta public
service with private profit?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, I'm a bit confused by
some of the comments from Leader of the NDP — adadak-
ing at some of the work that we have done and Bpaity

around affordable housing and social housing t@ hikbse
people who are in need of housing.

Beginning in 2009, the Yukon Housing Corporatiors ha
enhanced and improved its existing social housitagks
Yukon Housing Corporation has also built a humbenew
social housing units with funding from Canada’s remuic
action plan, along with some Yukon Housing Corporat
funding.

Yukon Housing Corporation now has a total of 65iao
housing units throughout this territory. Most oistinew hous-
ing was completed by the fall of 2011. In orderutdize the
remaining Canada economic action plan funds prioithe
March 2012 program expiry, Yukon Housing Corponatpur-
chased six mobile homes and had these installedhree tin
Carmacks and three in Ross River. With these sditiadal
units, in total, through the Canada economic actilam fund-
ing program, 133 new Yukon Housing Corporation abci
housing units were created and a further 10 unétevadded in
special needs housing — specifically, the childser@ceiving
home, eight units for Health and Social Services @vo units
managed by Options for Independence.

Over 350 social housing units throughout Yukon have
been repaired and upgraded. Upgrading the housoud $n-
cludes many different types of work — for exampdafety
features, interior or exterior retrofits, roofingpairs, flooring
replacement, furniture and boiler upgrades, sidimg, air-
barrier upgrades, bathroom and kitchen renovatipasting
and, in some units, wheelchair lifts were added. Ablenowl-
edge and appreciate those contributions from CMth€ugh
which some of these upgrades have been possible.

So 350 upgrades — it will be over 150 new unitsehas
we go forward, as we’re building 34 more units @7 Alexan-
der Street; 657 social housing units where peoplaat pay
more than 25 percent of their income. | am astodrttat the
NDP continue to say how little we have done in #risa.

She talked about FCM. | have to say that the nesigent
of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities washape and
commented on what a great example of cooperatimtsexith
this government and the Association of Yukon Comities
and, as such, also with the Federation of Canadiamicipali-
ties. I'd like to acknowledge the Minister of Comnity Ser-
vices and her department for that incredible wdréytdo to
ensure we really have one of the flagship exampidsow we
work together with our municipalities to the benefi all Yuk-
oners.

As it goes for infrastructure, | know that | hay@oken in
this House about — in fact, last year at the WeskRnemiers
Conference, and again at the Council of the Feiderat led
the discussions on infrastructure. From both okéhconfer-
ences, part of the communication was talking abegtiesting
the new Building Canada 2 program — whatever wetwan
call it — and we’'ve seen now some indication of vehthis
program is going to go, but certainly talking todidhe com-
mitment of predictable funding, flexible fundindpat could be
used and the importance of ensuring that the deie# receive,
for a better term, “base plus”, meaning that thiere base
amount that everybody will receive and then fromut b would
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also be based on the population, because if itjugtssimply
based on population it would be a very small amdant ju-
risdiction such as ourselves that has such a amalnt. Have
we spoken about it? Absolutely. Have we workedt8nAbso-
lutely.

Just last month the Minister of Community Serviegs in
Ottawa talking to her federal counterpart at thaetas well.
We have seen in the recent federal budget the comanis
Canada has moving forward to ensure that we comtiowad-
dress those needs that are identified. This teyritveas able to
utilize the money of Building Canada effectivelychase we
were ready to go. There was an assessment donaaifthe
needs were. There was a focus put on those aregeatest
need, such as clean drinking water, dealing witstevavater.
We're very proud of the commitments and accomplishis
that this government has made through that prograchhow
wisely we used that money. Some of the jurisdidtiepent all
that money very quickly through this program, bug knew
that we didn't have the capacity within our exigtimdustries
here in the Yukon to do a project of huge size athhaving
the maximum benefit to our local industry. We deddup the
money into realistic chunks. That prudent approhels al-
lowed us to ensure there were ongoing capital ptejgrough
the entire period of the Building Canada program.

| found the comments on P3s by the leader to lerdat-
ing and it almost sounded like she was in suppbR3s so |
look forward to further clarification from the NDBn their
position on private/public partnerships. What drey? What
are they really but working together?

| think there was some memory of some of the sicgmift
investment that the public government in the Yukoade
partnering with Northwestel in ensuring that we ldoenhance
the telecommunication infrastructure that does teiisthe
Yukon today. We can call these whatever we want, dfu
course there will be things that need to be lockeih the fu-
ture, and this is one of the options that we wdll/é on the ta-
ble. Large hydro projects or grid inter-ties woblel examples
of projects that we might want to entertain. Of &, we will
also look at partnering with First Nation developineorpora-
tions as well. We can call that a P3 as well.

| think there are ways to do things. Sometimes libst
method isn’t to pay cash up front because sometiyoascan
have more effective use of your money — especialhen
we’re talking about large projects; especiallyti,i for exam-
ple, a utility that is regulated, there is alway®quirement that
money invested does have a return on investmenthbsSo if
you pay cash for that, the Yukon Utilities BoardlWwe looking
for a rate of return on that investment, and ttoatld be diffi-
cult for the ratepayer to bear.

| think there are a lot of ways to look at largejpcts. We
will continue to move forward and look at what dhe best
options to provide the maximum benefit to Yukonerth the
least amount of financial risk.

Our capital investment is not only about new cardton.
Yukon government owns and maintains a significantfplio
of buildings. As has been noted in the last fewgygethe Audi-
tor General has identified some concerns about@éefenain-

tenance, sometimes referred to as “infrastructefeits”. Our
government is committed to ensuring effective apprapriate
stabilization and management of our building pdidfoThe
Yukon government has 335 properties, with an eséthae-
placement value of $1.5 billion.

This is a significant investment that requires ouorgd,
ongoing reinvestment to maintain these assets2Gt3-14, we
have identified $10.204 million in support of thisogram,
with an ongoing commitment for future years of B0mil-
lion. The Department of Highways and Public WorRsbperty
Management division continues to work with all degeents to
identify maintenance priorities and immediate daiables to
ensure budgeted work will also be completed work.

On municipal infrastructure, bolstered by BuildiGan-
ada, the investment by our government in municiizeled pro-
jects remains significant, providing basically $5dlion. Spe-
cifically, under the Building Canada fund, approziely 40
projects approved under the annual capital plabsngted to
Canada totalling just over $41.4 million are in@ddin the
2013-14 budget. The bulk of these expendituresdaexted
toward community water, sewer and waste water, el as
road infrastructure upgrades — all very importanestments
for the respective communities. Examples include ftillow-
ing: $5.525 million in Dawson to continue sewageatment
and district heating projects; $2.965 million faaré water and
sewer and pumphouse projects; $4.191 million toegiJunc-
tion for water treatment, water reservoir and plsygtem pro-
jects; $3.206 million to Mayo for water, sewer, nahd road
upgrades; and $1.823 million for water and sewere pie-
placements in the beautiful Town of Watson Lake.

The complete list of projects is really quite ingsive,
truly spanning and delivering projects across #msire terri-
tory. | encourage members to refer to the 2013-agital
budget and the multi-year plan for additional dstai

Now, I'd like to just make a few observations about
multi-year plan. Management of the Yukon’s fisaanhework
over the long term requires that choices be made.govern-
ment continues its work to be ahead of the curvieestifying,
planning, and implementing long-term and multi-yeapendi-
ture plans. | recognize that the multi-year plarveg primarily
as a guiding and planning tool, representing priekny fig-
ures. These are plans continually under reviewadatjdsted, as
necessary, for emerging priorities and trends. Mbstanding,
all things equal, the multi-year plan highlightsr agovern-
ment’s undertaking to provide stable and predietapendi-
ture investments.

I am proud of our achievements on the capital sidtne
ledger. | am no less proud of what we have accahet on
the operations and maintenance side.

There are significant investments on the O&M sl te-
flect our government’'s commitment to providing thest ser-
vice to Yukoners. As | noted earlier, the 2013-14idet pro-
vides just over $977 million for operation and ntairance.

I will limit my comments to just a few highlight¥.ukon-
ers deserve the very best health care and, whesshb®, Yuk-
oners should be able to receive their services imeiukon.
This budget provides for increased capacity on mbar of
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fronts. Completing our commitment initiated lassckl year,
this budget provides $2.376 million in support loé topening
of 10 beds at the Thomson Centre, bringing thel witanew
beds to 29. Planning is in the works to open aolditi beds.

$685,000 is allocated in support of a referred adirgc
that will assist to reduce pressure on the Whiteh@mergency
room. $429,000 is allocated to enhance our horree magram,
and $11.364 million is provided in support of opienas for the
Yukon Hospital Corporation.

This budget includes a number of initiatives desijtio
protect Yukon’s environment. The Department of Camity
Services has budgeted $1.098 million for various/iies and
initiatives under th&ukon Solid Waste Action Plan.

This investment on the O&M side supplements sigaiit
expenditures of $3.723 million on the capital sii¢he ledger
related to the solid waste plans, creation of feanstations and
recycling depots, and the purchase of compostigcaipping
equipment for landfill sites.

spond to inquiries arising from tHeandlord and Tenant Act,
including a framework to address dispute resolutiod a more
coordinated approach. Madam Chair, these are jiesvareas
where our government is making a difference.

Before | conclude, allow me a final observationameting
the Government of Yukon’s finances. Our governngeotm-
mitment to sound financial management remains gtréxs a
result, we have net financial resources. This spéalour fu-
ture and highlights that we are not relying on fattevenues to
fund past and current expenditures. We have annadeted
surplus. This speaks to our future and highlighis economic
resources — both financial and physical — availdblethe
provision of future programs and services. We haveannual
surplus. This speaks to where we are now and lgigtslithe
fact that the revenues exceed expenditures, alfpuénto build
the bank and to save.

As it has in recent years, our savings accountalliiw us
the flexibility to be responsive on behalf of Yulava when it is

The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources iidentneeded the most. I'm extremely proud of the effofteur gov-

fied $27.039 million in expenditures related to é¢yp sites.
$935,000 is provided for the Department of Enviremmand
$750,000 for the Department of Community Servicesrider-
take remediation activities on a number of siteemhenvi-
ronmental liabilities have previously been idestiffi

ernment to provide for a wide range of programyiserand
capital investments on behalf of all Yukoners, whihaintain-
ing a very healthy long-term fiscal position.

Looking to our multi-year forecast tabled with thisdget,
future years remain extremely positive with revenpejected

We talk about building vibrant Yukon communities. to exceed expenses for each of the next four years.

Through the Department of Community Services we aee

number of initiatives that support our Yukon comiities,
including an increase to the comprehensive murligpant of
$1.477 million — the largest single-year increa®a a go-
forward basis, the comprehensive municipal grani o in-
dexed to ensure that funding provided to Yukon comities
increases with a growing economy.

$619,000 is provided to address additional costsipport
of community water supply and delivery and wastéewap-
erations, and $772,000 related to enhancementrofusal fire
services.

Good governance is a major pillar of our government

Governance covers many aspects of how a governengaiges
and responds to the needs of its citizens. Govemanabout
partnerships. Governance is about appropriate lédigis and
regulations. Governance is about delivery of effecprograms
and services to Yukoners.

Allow me to touch on three initiatives that highitgour
government’s commitment to improve governance. Menmb
will note that the French Language Services Dinet&ois now
identified within a budget as its own vote. In atidi, we have
provided $289,000 for FLSD to undertake the develept of a
French language service corporate plan and thieeppbjects
in partnership with the Department of Health andi&8loSer-
vices to deliver French language services.

This forward-looking, healthy fiscal framework ishat
Yukoners can take great comfort in. Indeed, theorutemains
financially well positioned for the future.

Chair: | see members look like they might be ready
for a break. Would the members like to take a 1Bui@ re-
cess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: We will recess for 15 minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Are there any other members who would like to speak

Mr. Tredger: It's a pleasure to rise to speak in Com-
mittee of the Whole to Bill No. 10. I'd like to thk the official
from the Department of Finance for attending thteraoon’s
sessions, and I'd like to thank him and his collesgyfor the
briefing that he gave us — | guess it was last weekvas
much appreciated and very informative.

I would like to begin my part of this by thankiniget peo-
ple of Mayo-Tatchun. I’'m honoured to represent kxaan from
such stalwart people. I'm humbled by the trust theve
placed in me. That trust provides me with theiesgth and
resolve. | want to thank the many volunteers whokvgo dili-

The Department of Highways and Public Works hasibeegently to make our communities safer, friendlied doealthier

engaged in consultations with many private sectotners to
review the Yukon government’s procurement and eamtitng
practices. The 2013-14 budget provides $561,0@&tablish a
Yukon government procurement office.

The Department of Community Services
$376,000 for the creation of a residential tenaoifice to re-

— great places to live, work, and raise our farsiliehe volun-
teer coaches, leaders, instructors and guides -setlwho
volunteer on boards and councils, those who arg&anthose
who serve as first responders, firefighters and wdamte

includescrews.
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| would especially like to thank those who sit dllage
councils and on our First Nation governments. Yauehmade
our communities the best. | would also mentiongéeiors and
elders who have met with me, given me guidance siraded
their stories with me.

I am enjoying my time visiting in living rooms, ades,
and communities with the people of Mayo-Tatchumréng
from their stories, creating friendships, carryitigir stories,
ideas and concerns to the Legislative Assembly.yTinve
much to offer and we have much to learn from them.

| find my visits to the communities grounding, igerating
and, for me, an important dose of reality, andokléorward to
getting there tomorrow.

The strength and vitality, the resourcefulnessiagdnuity
and resilience of people in our communities newsses to
inspire me. We can all learn from each other. Welearn and
respect together.

I would like to highlight an example of communitgtimn.
One Billion Rising is a movement to bring attentemd to join
with others around the world in an effort to enchdgr-based
violence, particularly against women. An event weed in
Carmacks where the men began marching at Heritatjeahkid
the women began at Tantalus School. Symbolicalty actu-
ally, they met at the bridge. This was followedebgommunity
feast. What a great example for the young peogeetiWhat a
statement for the men, women, elders and youth partci-
pated and took a stand, especially in light of mecsatistics
that show Yukon as having rates four times theonati aver-
age in regard to violent crimes against women. uldvalso
like to thank the Minister of Health and Social 8ees and the
Leader of the Official Opposition — the Member fthite-
horse Centre — for their presence and participatiorthat
march.

Last year's budget was a disappointment, a losbxpp
nity. This year’s budget is more of the same. hihit an unin-
spiring document, and | find myself asking: Where the peo-
ple and what is the vision?

An NDP government would make it a priority to eresur
that people have safe, affordable housing, thatgetea fair
deal for our resources, that the Peel River waset$mal rec-
ommended plan was accepted and that all Yukon refmildan
go to good schools, and that there is adequateaeoessible
daycare. An NDP government would ensure Yukon had
affordable patient- and family-centred health cargtem.

plans for the public purse. This government bogardin a
quagmire of contradictions when faced with reality.

I am deeply concerned the Premier’'s second bughgetch
was so divisive. Its whole tone sets one Yukonexireg an-
other; it sets the Yukon against the world and seising
against the environment. The Yukon Party budgeioisabout
building a future; it is about protecting a verynosv economic
view of the Yukon and demanding that Yukon peojtlece get
aboard or we are the enemy — very sad, Madam Chain
disappointed and embarrassed.

As politicians, we must act with dignity. If we ae pro-
vide better government for all citizens, we muserabove pet-
tiness and personal comments to represent all Yyleuple,
and we expect our Premier, especially in his Budgidress,
to set an example and represent all Yukon people.

Yet what we saw was hyperbole and exaggerationtfzad
selective use of terminology and examples, distearvolun-
teer, non-profit organizations, and grandiose fai@nschemes
out of touch with reality — a Premier spreading faad specu-
lation.

It is one thing to disagree with each other — ttlttffer-
ing viewpoints. However, the Premier’s attack oa @anadian
Parks and Wilderness Society, CPAWS, and the YuBon-
servation Society, YCS, was unprecedented, persomhlery
inappropriate. Attacks like this only belittle thattacker.
CPAWS volunteers and staff have worked in our comities,
respectfully found ways to speak up for wildernassl work
with everyone, particularly in our communities.

Since 1968, the Yukon Conservation Society has lagen
vocating, educating, and conducting research on oWuk
environmental issues. What started as a cadre tfeac
volunteers focusing on the Alaska Highway pipelihas
blossomed into a vibrant and diverse organizati@at tvorks
on mining, energy, wildlife and municipal issues.

This work includes extensive involvement in the elep-
ment of public policy and legislation, such as therent draft
water strategy and participation in the upcomingamid gas
consultations. The Yukon Conservation Society, likest
Yukon people, is not against resource extractiomeyTjust
want it done right. Never again must a Faro, atGfirCreek, a
Mount Nansen or a Keno leave an enormous econondc a
environmental liability to be paid for by futurerggations and

ataxpayers.

The Yukon Conservation Society has worked 45 y&ars

Yes, as we have in the past, an NDP governmentdvoulmaintain healthy Yukon communities based on healdmg,

support responsible resource extraction. An NDPeguwent
would ensure that we have an economy that is basedl re-
newable energy, not yesterday’s fossil fuels. AnFN@bvern-
ment would be responsible stewards of our landN&® gov-
ernment knows government’s responsibility is to kvewith
rural communities to help them grow and prospeNeéw De-
mocratic budget would inspire and lead Yukon peopla
NDP government would engage with all Yukon peoplet a
select few.

This government purports to listen; it purportséspond;
it purports to plan; but it goes for political onffs and ad hoc

water and wildlife. If you value rivers you can rikiout of,
hunting, fishing, berry-picking, hiking, cycling,obting and
skiing in real wilderness, the Yukon Conservatiarcisty is
working for you, including if you are a member a&tYukon
Party. The Yukon Conservation Society promotes -fanm
livelihoods that will keep you and your childrerrée
The Raven Recycling Society was born out of the dfuk

Conservation Society recycling committee. These graups
have helped create a composting and recycling anogior
Whitehorse, tougher beverage-container legislatiod com-
posting and recycling opportunities for rural Yukoommuni-
ties.
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For more than 25 years, YCS has provided free pnter
tive hikes in the Whitehorse area to tourists agsldents, en-
couraging tourists to stay another day and locabfgeto ap-
preciate our environmental and historical heritagfeAWS and
YCS have had a presence in Yukon for many yearsir Etaff
members are Yukon people. They live, work and playukon
and pay taxes in Yukon. I'm proud of these Yukornamhtors
and their supporters who have stood strong as stisw the
land and water. They've been principled, passignatié most
of all, reasonable. Maybe the Yukon Party goverrtinoeuld
take a lesson in civility from them. | am proudhave them as
my neighbours and friends and | thank them forrtafforts on
behalf of all Yukon people.

What steps will the Premier take to restore refeiops
with these two outstanding non-profit organizatidns

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It was interesting to listen to that
speech from the Member for Mayo-Tatchun. Actudllyhink
the first half of his speech — he just clipped thaim last
year’'s speech he gave during the Budget Addressthga we
had an opportunity to listen to all the wonderhihgs that an
NDP budget would include. Unfortunately, to havechswa
budget you would need an enormous amount of pixi, cas
well, to be able to come and allow such a thinghtderialize.
Unfortunately, we don't live in a fairy-tale world.

We live in a reality where we need to ensure thatoan
have a strong, responsible, growing economy tHatval the
government the opportunity to deliver programs aerdvices
and capital investments for the benefit of all Yn&rs. That
occurs through having people in a robust econonyingaper-
sonal taxes, and corporations and businesses payisigess
taxes to then allow this government to pay foreitsployees
and to provide those goods and services and capwakt-
ments that spur on more training and more growilh more
businesses and more competition to continue torertbat we
can deliver to Yukoners in the most economicallypansible
way we can.

Y2Y is an international organization with officas Can-
more, Alberta, and also in Missoula, Montana, wité goal of
conserving the biodiversity of an area of 500,0§0ase miles.
That's 1.3 million square kilometres. Between 18®id 2012,
this organization has raised $46.5 million. Thiguisorganiza-
tion, with its partners in the Yukon, that was biimg thou-
sands of voices and substantial money to influgheeutcome
of land use planning. As we have said on this sifidhe
House, while we do listen and consider everyoneise; when
it comes to making decisions about Yukon, we ligeryuk-
oners the most. The best example of that is ddeoluSince
Yukon assumed the responsibility for the manageroérhe
land, the water and the resources 10 years agh,dbdukon
go.

Of course, it wasn'’t just devolution, but it wasa@abith fi-
nal and self-government agreements and a Yukory Bant-
ernment that was focused on creating policies fmmemic
development. When you put all that stuff togethmwk at what
happens when you allow for the local managementlaca
decisions. So yes, we will consider all views, gt consider

the views within Yukon greater than we do someohe lives
in Hong Kong or Dusseldorf or in Sacramento.

Y2Y is not done. They're not done. That's just thee
piece. They also have listed the Wolf Lake ecosystehich
includes all of south central Yukon, including thidlage of
Teslin. It also includes the Upper Liard Basin dahd entire
southeast Yukon, including the town — your hometpwn
Madam Chair — of Watson Lake.

Y2Y is not trying to save Yukon for Yukoners. Itiying
to save Yukon from Yukoners. The success of YukartyP
governance has done more to protect and preserkenia
environment and wildlife, more than any previousveyo-
ments.

We have over 12.68 percent of the Yukon protected;
ond only to British Columbia in this great county ours.
We've identified six territorial parks. We've iddfied seven
habitat protected areas and we intend through ¢et IBnd use
plan to protect even more space. As we heard thrdbg
member opposite’s statements, the NDP would livethis
panacea where, as we heard from the Member for Moun
Lorne-Southern Lakes, we can have it all and livehiw our
means. As | have pointed out, that is a motto hiaatbeen fol-
lowed by some countries such as Greece and thedisiCy-
prus as well, and we know where that has gone.

Mr. Tredger: The Premier certainly knows how to
use hyperbole and to spread fear. The Premier taleskt for
land claims yet attempts to divide the First Natimvernments
— sets one against the other; sets First NatioagsigYukon
people. We've seen a series of missed meetingsrdedf ulti-
matum, vague promises and unnecessary court caddae-
suits, all the while proclaiming their respect &rd willingness
to work with First Nation governments. We just ltetre Pre-
mier take credit for the parks and the habitatquoiddon areas.
Those were negotiated through land claims and areqb our
obligation that we made when we signed our lanihcla

The Yukon Party is dismissing the spirit and intehbur
land claim agreements. This is having a seriousaghpn our
relationships. Long after today’s arguments andatidy long
after the mines have closed, the people will havéivie and
work together. Our ancestors, our children and ahildren’s
children — that was the intent and the spirit efdalaims, to
develop a way that we could live together on thelldt is a
shame that First Nations and their governments nost
spend money defending their rights, ensuring thewple are
treated fairly, their land and water is protected ¢heir rights
are respected. They would much rather spend thefresnim-
proving their communities.

Throughout the budget we are treated to a wholevstfo
smoke and mirrors. Yukon people will not be fooledsuch
shenanigans. The government claims it will protbet envi-
ronment, but on the other hand it wants to opeowgy 90 per-
cent of the Peel for roads and resource developmertoke
and mirrors.

The government says it will protect the environmemit
instead it only talks about infrastructure, spetwaprojects,
and attacks or discounts Yukoners who wish to ptosad
benefit from our wild places — smoke and mirrorkisTgov-
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ernment has never really engaged in the Peel Rileming
process. What they did provide to the planning cisaion
was so vague that the planning commission and pigrooun-
cil said it was unhelpful and did not contribute aghuto the
plan. In fact, the planning commission could naufe out
what the government really wanted — more smoke raird
rors. When a governing body starts to publicly meckl choose
who they will listen to, it is usually a sign thiey have made
up their mind and are looking to ensure they getrdsult they
want — more smoke and mirrors.

Madam Chair, | had the pleasure a number of yegoé
travelling to New Zealand. New Zealand is, in mamgys,
similar to the Yukon — a distant corner of the kaghdowed
with abundant natural resources, many wild places @ de-
pendence on nearby neighbours.

During a financial crash in the 1980s, New Zealasal-
ized the need to diversify their economy. New Zedlae-
solved to build a tourist-focused economy. Wheisited, one
could see the fruits of that labour. Much of thetonomy was
derived from the tourist industry. When | was thdwadam
Chair, they made me feel welcome. They asked metigpmes.
They were interested. How can we do a better jolgdpnion
counted even though | was a foreigner, even thdugias a
visitor. They recognized that by my being theréearing of it,
as a citizen of a global economy that we like tk &bout, my
voice was important. Tourism Yukon spends thousanfidiol-
lars in an attempt to do the same. Unfortunategytare un-
dermined by the Premier's statements in his Budgltress
and the newly revealed waiting system for consoftabn the
Peel River watershed.

The message the Premier is sending to our foragjtors
— to those who are interested in the Yukon, to¢hebo want
to support the affected First Nations or Yukon pedp their
endeavours to protect the jewel that is the PegRiatershed
— is that their voice doesn’t count — “We want yauoney
but not your opinion.”

This brings to mind George Orwell’'s commentsAimi mal
Farm: All animals are equal but some animals are mqreale
than others. It's more smoke and mirrors.

We've had an extensive consultation — at least rés
ferred to as such — but now after the results aydhie gov-
ernment is discounting some of the respondents)gihg the
rules once again.

When | went on-site, nowhere did | see it put fdttat, if
you were from outside the territory or outside Gimayour
voice didn’t count — or as much, we’re being tdtddidn’t say
that. It said, “Please give us your opinion. Wecdh&econsider
it.” 1 should note for the Premier that the fingr@ements state
that land use plans are to take into account ttezdsts of Ca-
nadians.

We are indeed fortunate to live in the Yukon. laispecial
place. | think we're a strong-enough people ane smough of
ourselves that we can share it. The Premier's camsnghow
complete disregard for one of Yukon's most impartano-
nomic sectors. Yukon people, as well as affectest Nations,
invested six years and hundreds of hours of voerriene and
over a million dollars developing and putting ingato the
Peel watershed land use planning process to comaithpa
compromise position: theinal Recommended Peel Water shed
Regional Land Use Plan. The Yukon Party throws it out. Yes,
this minister changes the rules, invents some rewepts, and
begins a four-month process, calling it the longestsultation
process ever undertaken by a Yukon governmentught the
other one was over six years long — smoke and msirfex-
tending a flawed process for four months doesnkeriaright.
Now we hear there have been no meaningful conmuitatvith
the affected First Nations to date, despite thenines prom-
ises to have consultation completed by March 25.

In the Peel planning process, there are four afte¥tukon
First Nations: the Vuntut Gwitchin government, theéondék
Hweéch’in, the First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun ame fTetlit
Gwitch’in Council. All of those communities and gawments
have spent a lot of time and put in a lot of effdtey’ve in-
cluded elders and youth. They've included busisesslabour.
They've worked with each other, and they put aofdime and
effort into that plan, like many other Yukoners.ejhare feel-
ing dismissed. Where are we now? What is the nextme?
Yukoners have been clear all along. They want thel River
watershed protected. They support the final reconuee plan.
Please, no more smoke and mirrors. Your smoke anmns
are not working. Yukoners will not be swayed. Ndvattthe
public submissions are finished and in, we hearaofiew
scheme from the Premier and the Minister of EneMines
and Resources.

| want to paint a picture. The Peel River waterstsedn
internationally recognized jewel. It is one of aegest intact
river ecosystems in the world. It is a pristine gdwan ecosys-
tem unparalleled anywhere in the world. It is arigml, bio-
logical, recreational and traditional haven of inmee beauty
and diversity. The Peel River watershed and iténblaave en-
thralled people from time immemorial. People froraumd the
world are discovering, what the First Nations h&wewn all
along. Today we see First Nations using it. It'sittbook. It's
their way of passing their culture. It's a way @fosving their
children how life was. We see tourists and potétdiarists.

As we live in a world of climate change, spaces plades
like the Peel River watershed are of increasindalompor-
tance; hence the increasing involvement of citizéresnm
around the world. Yet the Premier in his speecbkrrefl to a
deposit that was last looked at some 10 or 15 yagos He

Pasadena, Dusseldorf, Toronto — we live in a globahppeared to be quite enamoured with it — the Crest ore

world. The Internet makes us a small community. &Vof
mouth has a lot to say. Before | go travellinget gn the blog
sites. | look at the comments. The government speondntless
thousands of dollars on marketing the Yukon br&@amments
like this undermine that value and that brand.

deposit. This mineral deposit is a low-grade sowfcieon ore.
It's far from the market, it is difficult to acceasd process the
materials, and difficult to get to market. These #re kinds of
things that speculators on the stock market getdzlion. This
is a kind of mineral development that costs hugewts of
money in a speculative way.
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This is the kind of mine that we see internatiomainey
increasingly flowing into and out of in order toaglthe stock
market. It is certainly not something to jeopardihe jewel
that is the Bonnet Plume and the Wind River —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Tredger:
Wind is part of it and it is certainly not one tailol our future
on. Such idle speculation has no place in a budgét. irre-
sponsible.

When we look at what it means and how do we retenci
this? In broad terms, and | quote from a report: the project
would involve 1.5 million ton per year iron ore raimvith on
site tailings storage and substantial water exppdsamitting a
1.0 million ton per year coal mine...” taken from thearby
Wind River.

That means permitting a slurry pipeline from the<site
to the llityd Creek site, a power line, and an ascemad from
llityd Creek to Crest, a facility having characstiés equiva-
lent to a power station consuming one million tdrcoal per
year with respect to air emissions and ash storEge.project
would permit a facility having characteristics eguéent to a
1.2 million ton per year electric furnace steellmiith respect
to air emissions, water emissions, on-site slagt dad waste
storage. There would be permitting for an all-weattigh-
capacity, high-quality road, some 165 kilometreth® vicinity
of Elsa to handle upwards of one hundred, 40-tgaciay trac-
tor-trailer units per day on a 360-day-per-yearida$here
would be permitting for residential amenities fggwards of
1,200 people and potential permitting of a produershalling
and shipping facility at Skagway as well as peilingttof air-
strips and helipads at both operating sites.

A large coal mine — strip mine. A large iron mine strip
mine. All of this in the heart of the Peel River.

Minimal impact? | think not. How will the governmi&n
plan protect the Peel, when this is what the Prermas in
mind? This is not protection. It is destruction amoke and
mirrors.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess, for the record, we just lis-
tened to another 20 minutes where not a singletigmes/as
asked by the Member for Mayo-Tatchun. There wasreh a
non-budget-related question asked. There was natiqoue
asked. This is general debate about the financ@hsnfor
2012-13 —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Tredger, on a point of order.

Mr. Tredger: | think the Premier is incorrect. My last
three sentences were a question. | can repeatftrénm, if he
likes. How will the government’s plan protect theelP when
this is what the Premier has in mind?

Chair’s ruling
Chair: There is no point of order here.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It was an opportunity to make a
statement for 20 minutes, so | know that we wikih&om the
NDP later about how this government is not allowfog de-

Snake, thank you, and the Wind. The

bate on the budget, and we can't get through thagdty but
what we have heard — for the record — this entiteraoon is
a political statement and is really nothing relatedhe budget
itself. I'll ensure that we remind the NDP aboutstlgoing
through the session when we get there.

Madam Chair, Yukon resources belong to all Yukon-pe
ple. | have said that many times, and | will conérto say that.
This government was elected by Yukon people to noda@-
sions for Yukoners. We were elected to deliver golagform
that we put out to Yukoners prior to the electiangd that is to
whom we are responsible and accountable.

Tourism has grown, in fact, every year since tlosegn-
ment — three successive Yukon Party governmentsuehrof
that time under the leadership of the now MinisteCommu-
nity Services and now our current Minister of Teuom and
Culture. Every year in 10 years, tourism contintoegrow.

It's now a $200-million revenue business in theitery.
Thirty percent of Yukon businesses benefit. Somethafir
revenue is a result of the tourism business. Wevarng proud
of that record and we continue to invest and arg kallish —
very optimistic — on our growth in the tourism buesss.

Yukon is between 490,000 kilometres and 500,00@usu
kilometres. We have 36,000 people here. | think thaing
and tourism can get along. That is an area as werided —
for example, the Peel watershed region — the diZxotland,
the size of New Brunswick; you could put Nova Saadind
Prince Edward inside of that area — and that i9®7 square
kilometres. The Yukon is almost 500,000 square nkéters
and there are only 36,000 people here.

We think that this is something that is attainalitehas
been in the past and continues to be so. We belleteenvi-
ronmental protection starts with effective reguas that set
high standards while allowing responsible use, #rs bal-
anced approach is the best way to manage most afgas
Yukon, including the Peel planning area.

The Member for Mayo-Tatchun touched on the Crest de
posit. Somebody said that the Crest deposit, ifetiped,
would provide economic benefit for 100 years. Madahair,
do you know who said that? It was the Peel planciogmis-
sion.

What would be the financial cost to Yukoners, tb al
Yukon people, if such a deposit — which the comiissaid
would provide an economic benefit to the Yukon docentury
— was either directly or indirectly expropriatedtn the own-
ers? Unfortunately the NDP don’t believe that ficiah costs
should be part of the consideration of how we mforevard
with land use planning. | think it must again gaclbdo the
philosophy that they can manage a budget with pgdst, and
we can sprinkle it and isn’'t everything wonderfaihd we can
live within our means and have everything that veaty

Unfortunately that’'s not how it works. It's my resysibil-
ity to make sure that we have money to pay foraiscthat we
have money to pay for teachers and to build nevedshike
F.H. Collins, to build and upgrade roads and brédged pro-
vide all of those wonderful services, many of whigh have
already begun to talk about in this budget.
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| could go on and talk about many of the thingd tha
Member for Mayo-Tatchun was talking about — theklad
cooperation between First Nations and this goveminlecan
tell you nothing could be further from the trutlisflast week
the signing of a new forest management resourae folathe
Klondike region with the Chief of Trondék Hwéch’is just
another example. | could stand here and talk fdayoand the
rest of the next day on examples, department bgrtieent, of
how we continue to work together to foster thetretship to
build capacity for First Nations, to ensure thaingoforward
we can be equal partners in the economy and wecuiitinue
to do so, but I'm not going to do that because s about
budget debate. So | look forward to the next qoestiom the
NDP to see exactly how relevant that is to the letrdg

Ms. White:
you refer to our savings account in the surplusgetidcan you
tell us what interest rate that earns?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
ting in one lump sum, but | would estimate thatweefeceived
an interest rate on the money in the bank at ab@% percent.
If you go to the bank today and put some money suyspect
that the interest rate will be less than one perd@ight now, of
course, you see where the Bank of Canada primecuatently
is. So that money is earning money and it's infa sad secure
investment, as we do have a very strong policynmestment
of Yukon’s assets that we do have in force.

Ms. White:
ferred $50 million to the territory, earmarked faffordable
housing. $32.5 million went to the First Nationshigh left
$17.5 million in the bank. Where was that moneytReyas
that $17.5 million part of the savings account?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Member for Takhini-Kopper
King is correct. It is money in the bank in genemlenues.

Ms. White:
two percent because | had no idea what a savingsuat
would earn. But if we had $17.5 million in that geal savings
account from 2006 into 2012, before we spent thé #4llion
on Betty’'s Haven, at two percent compounded inteves
would have gained $1.9 million. Understanding tvauld be
less because | was three-quarters of a percerttigho is that
money — the $17.5 million — going to be rolled oweto the
last $13 million that we have left? Even if | dregbit down
and said that, in six years, $17 million could h@aned $1
million, does that mean that $1 million also gedsled into the
affordable housing fund? Would that bring us umbout $14
million right now?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
tainly far exceeded our investment with Yukon HogsCorpo-
ration of the difference on the interest paid dgrihat period
of time of between $1 million and $2 million. Thathot the
only money that the Yukon government has appliedhfius-
ing. | mean, she’s almost implying that we're doimgthing
and that we have this money sitting there growind accruing
interest. The money is in general revenues andalcasued
some interest. We continue to invest in housingugh the
minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporatand
the previous ministers and delivering on housingubghout

the continuum. So, yes, while that money has satthit’s not
like it's doing nothing. We continue to invest mgrevery day
in housing. | described earlier the hundreds ofskesuhat have
been renovated and the new houses that have béderOwer
600 houses/units are now in social housing thapweide to
people, who only pay 25 percent of their income.

The net operating grant — actual amounts or whatewe
looking at for an operating grant for Yukon Housi@grpora-
tion — is $3.378 million just in one year, far egding the
interest at two percent on $17.5 million.

Ms. White: So in the 2013-14 budget, has that $13
million remaining from the federal government’s aaffable
housing money been earmarked for any projects? &Sotle
$13 million that is left over from 2006 been earkeat for any

I'll see the Premier’'s challenge. When projects?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Of course, we continue to look at
options. We have looked at ways where we might lile t

Of course all the money isn't sit- leverage that money to make that money, in faanewore.

There are a number of projects, as you're awagd, Wke have
gone forward with, but those were projects thateneéeemed
where we couldn’t double-dip, for lack of a betterm. For
example, if we were getting money from CMHC for tsrfior
low cost housing, we couldn’t also use the northieonising
money.

We have many examples since this northern housing

money came to us where we have the option to user ot

In 2006, the federal government trans-money as well. We also have to remember that duhisgtime

there was a tremendous amount of constructionwhatgoing
on. Building Canada money — there was a lot of stweent. If
you throw it all out there at the same time whes ¢hntractors
have as much work as they can do already — thpytla bid
in for that, but the prices would be astronomical.

You could spend the money and not really get ddott.

My math number was wrong. | did it at It was a very prudent decision to say that thers weahuge

amount of investment going on in the Yukon alreadpublic
sector capital investment and that we could geterior that
money by waiting until there was a time when thessn'’t
such a massive amount. The Building Canada moseygaare
aware, had time sensitivities and some other fédamney
over the years also had specific commitments &nd time-
lines, whereas the northern housing money was titexble.
We look forward to identifying projects that we litilize the
northern housing money for and announcing thauim cburse.
Ms. White: So just to confirm — the $13 million is
not earmarked for spending in this fiscal year &isdgoing to
continue to sit in the savings account? So it issaomarked —

I would say that we have cer- that $13 million will not be spent this year. Isthight?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: What I've said is that it's not in
the budget mains. As we know, moving forward, delen
upon opportunities or pressures that occur, thegouent has
the flexibility because we have the money in thakbthat,
while it's not in the budget mains, | did not shat we are not
committed to constantly look for opportunitieswé feel that
the time is right to go forward with this, we wilAs | have
mentioned on many occasions, a budget is exacdly this a
budget; it is a plan. However, those plans do chargsome-
times because of opportunity, sometimes becaut@rafs that



March 28, 2013

HANSARD

2189

happen. For example, the flood off the Liard Rikeest summer
— Upper Liard. So, because of such a situationyweee in a
financial position to be able to do that and gtilit have to
worry about where we’re going to get the money frddo, we
haven’'t earmarked the money specifically in thisldet, but
that doesn’t mean at some point in this year we beagble to
announce that we're going to move forward with some

Mr. Tredger:
mines as a certainty, yet his ministers are telliaghey cannot
proceed with infrastructure until a need is provéfe know
that with each new development comes increasirfgjctran
our roads. Now is the time to prepare. Carmacks been
promised a bypass road for several years, yet eapi obvi-
ous need, increasing traffic and danger, with gafttstake,
there is no indication of it in the budget.

Stewart Crossing, Pelly and now Carmacks all hageé-
quate highway lighting and traffic warning signst yhe Klon-
dike Road and the Silver Trail are main transpmntaarteries.
When can they expect this to be rectified? We arara that
there are increasing demands on our roads, yet wihieour
hard-working highway crews get funding to suppbwise in-
creasing demands? When will we see passing anoh¢uliames
on major haul roads? How long before tourists dtiiting the
Alaska Highway and the Klondike Highway like theg'quit
driving the Silver Road to Keno?

How much upgrading will be required so our citizelos’t
have to ride the speed bumps each spring as hdeafiee, the
melting permafrost and frost heaves play out.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
a growing, strong economy needs to worry about.imgathe
NDP were in — and with their record with mining -hete
wouldn’t be concerns. We wouldn’t have to worry abwhat
we would have to do with increased traffic on thads. We
wouldn’t have to worry about the energy problent tha have
right now, and we certainly wouldn't have to worpout a
housing problem. The NDP would fix all of those lgems
immediately by putting a full-brake stop on our ecoy.

The Silver Trail — again this year we are addingliad
tional monies to that road. We know that there iseemnendous
amount of due diligence that goes into putting aern place,
and we are optimistic that the fourth mine in seass will
hopefully begin construction this year with the téida Gold
project. As the member knows full well, when he tgato ask
a specific question regarding roads, he will beeablask that
in detail when it comes time to discuss Highwayd &ublic
Works with the good minister.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the Premier for his answer.
raised it last year and have several times — this liealth and
safety issue of great concern to my constitueneilhy Cross-
ing. Emergency Medical Services cannot land thiging at the
Pelly airport. What this means is that when somgbgelts
critically ill in Pelly Crossing, they are taken ttoe health cen-
tre. From the health centre, they are transportedrbbulance
to Stewart Crossing. At Stewart Crossing, theyransported
from one ambulance to the Mayo ambulance crew. Mago
ambulance crew takes them to Mayo. In Mayo, thetgken to

the hospital, where they're again taken out of angbulance
and discharged to the hospital.

The hospital takes care of them until they canagetedi-
cal flight from Whitehorse. When the plane arrivesMayo,
they are taken by ambulance from the hospital to glane,
where they are again transferred. The plane fiéd/hitehorse.
They are then transferred from the plane to an ¢mba,

The Premier speaks of development ofwhich takes them down to the hospital, throughdbers and

into Emergency. We are talking about criticallypkople. To-
day we heard that perhaps the doctors won't bénoset flights
or be available for those flights. I've asked abthis several
times in the House, and | see the Premier has takieee from
his last year's budget.

I'll read it: “...$2.353 million will be invested irYukon-
wide aerodromes to address air-side deficienciegeéts in-
clude airfield levelling, brushing, safety and siguimprove-
ments, as well as lighting, navigational aid upgsadnstalla-
tion of run-up pads, and application of EK35 runvesshance-
ments at Burwash, Dawson and Mayo.”

I'm sure those communities needed this. | woule ltk
ask the Premier if indeed that was done last yeavhich case,
why would it be in the budget this year? If it wasione last
year, would he consider moving the money to enshae the
people of Pelly Crossing have an airfield that witer to their
needs when they're critically ill and take them diyect flight
from Pelly Crossing to Whitehorse?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, | am certainly
proud of the health care we do have and providkigterritory

Certainly these are all things that and certainly, while | don’t have the same oppdtyunow as |

did when | was in the drug store, in the privatet@ebusiness,
| still hear from people who go Outside and comektend talk
about the wonderful people we have in our healtle sgstem
and the great services we provide.

To the Member for Mayo-Tatchun, | will again sath
during departmental debate on the budget, you s&nyaur
specific question of the appropriate minister, dredwill be
willing to answer that question for you.

Mr. Tredger: | believe we have a very good health
system, and I'd like to commend the health careplgeavho
provide that too, both in the communities and i@ ¢ity, but |
also think that it can be improved. | think the reméo that |
just described should be of major concern. Thi& isncom-
ment on the health care providers in our territoFiey do
yeoman work, and they do very good work.

I'd like to turn my attention to upgrading and cemer-
gency response services.

We are spending, as | noted in the budget, a faiofb
money doing that. One of my concerns: Have we demsd
the highways and what will be necessary, shouldetthe an
accident involving one of the increasing numbedafgerous
goods being transported to our communities from Siat
Lake, Teslin, Whitehorse, Carmacks, Mayo and Dawson

There is a need, when | went to several of the conim
ties, for a coordination of our emergency respdesens. In
Whitehorse it's often segmented or siloed, butiem communi-
ties it’'s important that our responders have thiétaland ca-
pability of working together. |1 would ask this gomenent that
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they take a careful look at our emergency resposgstems,
and put MOUs in place so that emergency resporwearsvork
together to respond to a situation so that our emasion offi-
cers, our RCMP, our highways crew, our search aadue, our
firefighters and our emergency responders camwalgn neces-
sary, if possible, work together without fear ofetler they are
stepping in someone’s department or not.

In the communities, people have learned to worletiogy.
It's economical, it's necessary, and it makes afatense. | am
sure that any of the MLAs from the communities edtiest to
that. When | went around, it seemed there was rabigiof
confusion. While we are spending money, it's impottthat
the local providers be involved and consulted.

Mr. Tredger: Statistics and all indicators show that
the number of seniors in Whitehorse and in the Yukoone of
the fastest growing segments of our population. Weeready?
I think 10 years ago, when we could see a housiisgsacom-
ing, there was no strategy, resulting in a crisid pushing us
into a corner where we had few alternatives. Wedreeeom-
prehensive senior strategy now to avoid a crisithenfuture.
We need to ensure there is a coordinated strategildw our
citizens to age with dignity. As we grow older, dransporta-
tion needs change; our need for housing changesheaith
care needs change.

As | go through my communities, there is increasing-
cern that seniors and elders will not be able toaie in their

The other thing that came up — | was reading in the&eommunities and live with the dignity and respduittthey

budget — is that our government is investing inegigw of
911 services to determine the feasibility of expagdhe ser-
vice beyond the existing coverage areas to impewsmergency
response capabilities. This has been reviewed taidées since
1993. We have the technology, we have the capghtlis cost
effective, and there is no excuse for it not badoge. It would
provide a very valuable service to our local comitiem if

there were a centralized 911 call number.

Currently, if I'm in an accident or | have a profleand
need somebody in a community, | have to remembec#il
number for that community — whether it be 537 oB,96r
whatever — | have to remember the specific numbemhat-
ever service it is — whether it be RCMP at 555%¢lieve,
health or fire. This slows the whole process dowWe could
have a trained person in Whitehorse taking a 91t fiam
wherever they are in the Yukon and immediately aotithg
and dispensing the required information. That tetdgy is
there. It is not overly expensive and we need i@htin place
as soon as possible. We don't need another study.nééd
action on this one.

I'm pleased to see the work being done to improue o
solid-waste management and various water treatplants in
rural communities, and | commend the Minister off@aunity
Services for the work she had done on that.

| hope that the government continues to work wibal
providers to ensure that their unique situatiores ascommo-
dated. | also hope that the increasing demandsocal Ire-
sources of industry are also being considered. #so impor-
tant for the Yukon government to remain an actiastner,
providing expertise and finances where necessatyetaining
the environmental liability, as local governments bt have
the resources to do so. Community resources ang Is¢iained
to keep up with this input and oversight. | knoveréh isn’'t a
question in that, but it is a concern that | heamfthe commu-
nities.

deserve. Elders and seniors | talk to speak ofnbed for
transportation, for an opportunity to visit and fggportunities
to contribute and to share. They want to be inwblvEhey
speak of isolation. They speak of preparing thain aneals. |
know many of these services are provided in sombeetom-
munities and in Whitehorse. It's important thatythze pro-
vided as part of an overall strategy.

I commend the ministers opposite for their committrte
the people of Mayo and their promises to work amew sen-
iors complex with the Village of Mayo council, withe Na
Cho Nyék Dun and the seniors of Mayo to providedirog for
the seniors and elders of Mayo and that area. Ihgastened to
hear the minister met with residents and theiresgntatives in
Mayo.

I hope this will become part of a coordinated siggtthat
will support the continuum of services to suppanarmging
needs. These may range from community-based hometaa
assisted living to long-term care. Let us hope tih& new
money provided for planning in the budget in Mayidl yro-
vide some answers and solutions to complex problems

Can the minister assure Yukoners that he and his co
leagues will have a comprehensive strategy foraserin the
near future, and can he give us a timeline on that?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Member for Mayo-Tatchun
talked about housing for seniors and a stratetyink we have
done a tremendous job when it comes to seniorsitmusspe-
cially for people with a lower income. There's tbempleted
complex that we did by Earl's, in what was calledoSk
Creek, and we are currently building 34 units at 2texander
Street.

We have built a seniors complex in Haines Junctitve.
also built a seniors residence in Teslin. We baeniors resi-
dence in your community of Watson Lake, Madam Chale
built a seniors residence in Faro and, yes, webaikging a
seniors residence in the Member for Mayo-Tatchuidiag —

Does this government have a plan — not a study,abut in the community of Mayo.

plan — and a timeline to put a 911 centralizedesysinto be-
ing?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | would invite the Member for
Mayo-Tatchun to ask the appropriate minister wheiravin
department debate. The appropriate minister hasupport of
their officials with them and they will be more th&appy to
answer the question.

| think — 1 don’t think, | know — that this is thenly
party in the campaign — the last campaign — theniified
the need for a seniors complex in Mayo. The NDPtaed.ib-
erals did not identify that need, did not have thatheir plat-
form. Obviously it wasn’t important to them, butwis in fact
in our platform and we are very proud to stand heday and
say there is planning money in this budget to mimrevard.
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We are very excited about meeting another oneettdmmit-
ments we made in our platform and delivering, agéin the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun and his riding.

Talking about seniors, we have just increased thkow
seniors income supplement that was doubled in 2008re
was a recent change in the federal guaranteed mcupple-
ment that had some Yukon seniors impacted by dabse our
income supplement is tied to the guaranteed inceopple-
ment. As a result, some of them had a loss. Weraeehtly
increased this supplement for seniors by $25 a martt only
making up for those few seniors who lost out, bavihg a
positive impact on many other seniors as well.

This government continues to focus on those peaple
are in the twilight years of their life. Most ofdim have given
and spent most of their lives here in the Yukon hade made
Yukon what it is today — a hard-working place. We sery
proud to be in the financial position to be ablectmtinue to
support these programs, build these facilities deniors —
having the money to do it, because you can’t baildudget
based on pixie dust; you need to be able to hasteoag econ-
omy. That’s exactly what this government intendsaatinue
to do so that we can continue to look at how we @almance
programs and services for individuals like senigh® deserve
our recognition and acknowledgment for what theyehdone
for this country and for this territory over theays.

Mr. Tredger:
Premier announced a land-based treatment progrémmvich
fanfare. He announced giving $1 million to landézhdreat-
ment. This is a matter that is very important toge in my
area because it is a proven and effective way fateng ser-
vices to local people. The land-based treatmengrpro has
had many successes and | know, particularly inyR&dbssing,
in their Tatimain Lake program, they have workedyvikard
and are struggling for funding and spending a fatirne put-
ting together requests for funding. So they weregexcited
when they heard about the million dollars. | untherd that the
minister then said that the million dollars would gpent over
five years.

Could I ask the Premier to give us an update orsplesd-
ing of that? We're now a year into the program. Hioas it
been spent? What are the plans for the projetidriuture?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
this was part of our vision in the last electianwas part of our
campaign, part of our platform. Leadership of thekdmn First
Nations have shared that vision of creating aitgdihat would
be recognized by other governments across thistgguzom-
ing out with a unique form of after-treatment higré¢he Yukon
that would be land-based. Right now, there areviddals who
leave the territory to institutions down south for after-care
program.

The idea is to create a program here that woulthbe-
based — not institution-based, but a land-basedrpro that
would be run by First Nations and that, in factyldobe recog-
nized and not only could serve Yukon individualsovdre go-
ing through the cycle of addiction — trying to bkehat cycle,
needing that after-care program — but perhaps weidcsee
this as a facility to which we could bring peopterh other

territories and other provinces as well. This imething that |
have spoken about with the Hon. Minister Leona Akaq,
federal Minister of Health and Social Services. 8las been
very supportive and excited about this program ab. whave
met, though Yukon Forum and in fact in personalveosations
with chiefs, and we’ve had officials working on fim looking
forward to report on progress the next time wetggether a
Yukon Forum on how we can move forward with thisgram.

We did commit $1 million to this program, and | halso
say that while we haven't worked out those detgglson how
we can establish this program and how we can ertbateit
would be recognized and be able to then leverage rfomds,
perhaps from other levels of government as well,vibel have
also continued to support the land-based treatroentre at
Jackson Lake that has been created and run by KwBnin
First Nation. | think there was $100,000 or $180,0ast year
as well. We were very excited to do that, butll believe this
is a program that could be run by First Nationgt ttould be
acknowledged by other governments, and could nigt lmene-
fit Yukoners, but we could also share that knowkedgd pro-
gramming that has been developed or would be dpedlwith
people from other jurisdictions.

I know that there will still be a need for aftereapro-
gramming within the communities, because at soniet peo-
ple have to come home. This is part of what comtinto be

Last year, in the Budget Address, theaddressed and discussed with First Nations in iddal com-

munities. We are certainly not limiting those Fix&ttions from
being able to look at creative ways to provide thapport
within their communities when people, for exampeme out
of a detox program and then go through an aftez-pangram
and go home — and how they want to ensure theyhedm
these individuals with the supports they need sy ttan, in
fact, break this cycle of addictions. As we havatext many
times, we feel certain it is a health issue, ngtstice issue.
This is an issue that impacts us at many diffelevels. It ties
up our court system and it ties up our peace afic€his af-
fects children who could be essentially left at legrparent-
less, because the parents may have addiction pneblé has a
profound impact on families and individuals, andaur soci-
ety as well. We are still optimistic that we camtioue to do
the diligence that needs to be done to be ableawenforward

As the member opposite is aware, and see this program come to fruition.

Seeing the time, | would like to move that you neégwo-
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
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May the House have a report from the Chair of Cortemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 10, entitldelrst Appropriation Act,
2013-14, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker: Have a happy Easter. Those who are driving
and snowmobiling — play safe and have fun.

This House now stands adjourned until 1:00 p.mgsftu
day, April 2.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.



