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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, April 4, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.
TRIBUTES

In recognition of the Battle of the Somme and the 8
Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s)

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | stand today to tribute the Bat-

th

tle of the Somme and the"8Canadian Hussars (Princess

Louise’s). The Battle of the Somme started in 18@fing the
Great War. For many people, the Battle of the Somvas a
battle that symbolized the horrors of warfare inrfléfdvar |I.
This one battle had a marked effect on overall @iagdigures
and seems to epitomize the futility of trench weafa

The Battle of the Somme was one of the largestesatif
the war. By the time fighting paused in late autuofrl916,
the forces involved had suffered more than oneionilcasual-
ties, making it one of the bloodiest military opéras ever
recorded.

A soldier's poem, by Alan SeegdrHave a Rendezvous
with Death —he wrote this prior:

“I have a rendezvous with Death

At some disputed barricade,

When Spring comes back with rustling shade

And apple-blossoms fill the air —

| have a rendezvous with Death

When Spring brings back blue days and fair.”

Seeger kept his appointment with death on July916]1
the first day of the Battle of the Somme. He wasy@8rs old.
In the course of the battle, 51 Victoria Crossesaweon — 31
were won by non-commissioned officers and 20 bycef.
One of the regiments that has battle honours aStirame is
the 8" Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s), a regiment
served with when | was a young soldier.

Battalions are proudly displayed on their guidod amen
you come and approach the guidon, you come totatteand
salute.

Originally founded as New Brunswick Regiment in &84
by the regimentation of a number of independentalkcgv
troops, the regiment was the first volunteer cavedgiment in
British North America.

The symbolism of the cap badge — the coronate of h
Royal Highness Princess Louise — represents setvidbe
Crown and the relationship between Her Royal Higsnand
the regiment.

The insignia represents the cavalry nature of dggment.
The Roman numerals VIII and the words “Canadianddts

e

Princess Louise” are formed on the regimental tihel “regi
patriaeque fidelis” is a motto of the regiment:ittiul to King
and Country.”

Tomorrow, April 5, will be the 165 birthday of the regi-
ment. So | stand today because of one of the grehttle
honours on our guidon, the Battle of the Somme.

| would like to thank all the men and women whoveer
past and present in the Canadian Forces and gicé eqpre-
ciated time and energy toward keeping our landiglsr and
free. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of International Day of Mine Awarene  ss

Mr. Elias: I'd like to take a moment to pay tribute on
behalf of all members to International Day of Mikwareness
and assistance in mine action, which was estaldisghethe
United Nations in 2005.

When we say “mine” in the Yukon we think of mineral
exploration, environmental protection, prosperitg @conomic
development. To a child in a place like Cambodiawéver,
that word is a warning to tread cautiously.

Just last October, for example, a group of six Eswere
killed and two more were maimed when their truak o&er an
anti-tank landmine as they returned home from tlaeket. In
2012, a total of 43 people were killed in Camboblyaland-
mines — the same number as in 2011. The good revugl
is that for the first time annual landmine causgsagditdropped
below the 200 mark down to 187. Unfortunately, i third of
those injured are children.

Since 1979, landmines have killed 19,660 Cambodkals
injured another 44,519. Landmines were laid in Cadlid by
all sides during two recent conflicts during thesiviam War
and the North Viethamese Army laid mines in Camac
protect their bases and supply routes. The U.SceSore-
sponded by dropping mines from airplanes and layddi-
tional mines in mutual areas of Cambodia. Theoé#te coun-
try was literally blanketed in landmines after tiemer Rouge
seized control in 1970. Pol Pot, leader of the KhiReuge,
called landmines his “perfect soldiers” becausg tiever slept
and they waited with limitless patience to kill anthim for
decades.

It's no wonder that only 25 percent of land-minetivhs
are soldiers. Most are civilians trying to rebuileir ravaged

ations long after the end of armed conflicts. Cadid isn’'t
the only country that suffers from landmines big dertainly
one of the most affected. Other nations that aamiheaffected
with these explosive viruses include Angola, Afgktan, Iraq,
and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Around the world themes an
estimated 110 million landmines scattered over @Ontries.
That's one landmine for every 17 children in theriioEvery
20 minutes someone is killed or injured in a lamEréccident.

At the current rate of removal, it will take 1,198ars to
rid the world of landmines, assuming no new onedaid, that
is. Canada was a founding participant in the 199&dd Na-
tions Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,cg&fmling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines andheir
Destruction. For years our nation led the globahideing ef-
fort. Unfortunately, our financial support has figgl recently,
causing a slowdown in de-mining activities arouhd world.
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That's unfortunate because it limits the ability afr global
partners to grow and develop economically as welangely
free to do.

In Cambodia, for example, economic developmentxis
tremely limited by the simple fact that the langsatself is
too dangerous to enter. Imagine then if, on topew¥iron-
mental concerns, regulatory processes and legislatbn-
straints, mining exploration and development in tekon
were hampered by a constant threat of being exdldgea
landmine. The Yukon would be a very different plabér.
Speaker. Perhaps the world needs another majaefigutake
up the cause of banning landmine use and worknoreased
clearing of existing mine fields — someone likenegss Diana
whose dedicated work in this area was cut shorhdxy un-
timely death in 1997. Or maybe this effort is l&ftall of us
now, because a millennium is too long. We needdamrit
more resources to expedite the removal in ordevaie@ lives
and enable the economies of our partners aroungdhd.

e

In recognition of Underhill Geomatics’ 100 t

anniversary

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise in the House today to pay
tribute to a leading contributor to Yukon’s econorand social
development — a private sector business that ragegla key
role in the growth and the change Yukon has expeee in the
past few decades.

Underhill Geomatics offers comprehensive geomatigi-e
neering services, both in Canada and internatipndl has
been doing surveys in Yukon, Northwest Territoaesl Nuna-
vut for more than 50 years and is the oldest suceggpany in
Yukon. Tomorrow the firm will join the entire UndeHl group
of companies in celebrating their fb@nniversary. The Un-
derhill Group originated in 1913, when brothers &ind Clare
Underhill first formed the Underhill and Underhilartnership.
They developed a thriving land survey and engimgefirm
focusing on high standards, personal integrityiciegfiicy and
technological innovation. To better serve northeemada, the
firm’s Whitehorse office was established in 1970 Byn
Koepke, who left the company in 1986 to becomefédueral
head negotiator for Yukon land claims processescamcently
serves as Yukon’'s Ombudsman.

Bruce Underhill moved to the Yukon in 1984 to jafre
management of the Whitehorse office until his egtient in
2009. Carl Friesen joined Bruce in 1989 to help thanWhite-
horse office, which he continues to do to this day.

All three of the resident managing partners weté/@dén
providing leadership in both national and Yukonfessional
associations.

As surveyors like to remind us, nothing can bethuitil it
is surveyed. Underhill helped lay the groundwork fiauch of
Yukon’s key infrastructure through the work theyl din pro-
jects such as the Aishihik power project, Mayotg Shakwak
highway projects and numerous residential areaduding
Porter Creek, Mary Lake, Pineridge and Copper Ridge

The firm has served the mineral exploration andetig+
ment sector, with clients such as Yukon Zinc, Mintime, Vic-
toria Gold, Alexco, Kaminak, Archer Cathro and Kiss, just
to name a few.

Surveys for land claims have also been a predoriioan
cus for the company. Underhill performed about é6cent of
the northern land claims surveys contracted byféderal gov-
ernment from 1986 until 2012 and is very proud tefwork
with Yukon First Nations. The company has enjoyedtrper-
ships with First Nations through the years and éraployed
hundreds of Yukon First Nation citizens.

The company was further strengthened in 2011, when
merged with longtime Whitehorse surveyor, Gabe Aucand
his company, Aucoin Surveys.

Its current slate of employees are almost all zord bred
Yukoners, and many of its alumni now work in keitions in
the Yukon government and in the private sector.

In addition to its business activities, Underhilshbeen a
good corporate citizen supporting and sponsoringymeacal
activities, organizations and charities. This comps truly a
great example of contributions the private secer make to
territorial evolution of communities and governneniVe are
very appreciative of their good work throughout teeritory
and we are pleased that a number of the represestatf Un-
derhill Geomatics are here with us in the galledgaty.

Please join me in welcoming Bruce Underhill, Carl
Friesen, Robyn Tripp-Friesen and Gabe Aucoin. A lnemof
other family members and staff are also here. \eéecartainly
glad that you could attend today so that we coutgred our
appreciation for all that your company has contedu I'd in-
vite you all to stand so that we can recognizeaeltome you
to the Assembly.

Applause

Speaker: I'd also like to add my personal experience
— in my former career | had the privilege of worgimwith
quite a number of people from Underhill and, haviregn in
the private sector with a number of companies ac@enada, |
know that the Underhill name is highly respectddtta way
across Canada for the excellent work that theyldevas a
pleasure to work with you guys.

Are there any introductions of visitors?

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to ask my colleagues
in the Legislative Assembly here today to extendaam wel-
come to my ministerial colleagues from Nunavut ahe
Northwest Territories.

The Hon. Loren Kusugak, who is the MLA for Rankin
Inlet South-Whale Cove, Government House LeadeiGov-
ernment of Nunavut, Minister of Community and Gowaent
Services, minister responsible for the Qulliq Eye@prpora-
tion and minister responsible for the Workers’ $afand
Compensation Commission.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to miest
colleague, the MLA for Inuvik Twin Lakes, Robert C.
McLeod, who holds the responsibility for the Norést Terri-
tories Housing Corporation, Minister of MunicipaidaCom-
munity Affairs, and minister responsible for Honsdress and
for Youth.
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Of course, members may also recognize the name — |

would be remiss if | didn’t mention this, and myoagmies — |

hope it won’t ruin our relations going forward, N&ter

McLeod — but | had the occasion of having a wagih wmy

colleague from the Northwest Territories over ttoéddgmedal
midget male hockey game during the last Arctic \8firtames
held here in Whitehorse — it was a pretty big gaksyou're

aware, Yukon came through. Thank you to our Yukomysb
hockey team for coming through for Yukon.

In turn, Minister McLeod had the opportunity, themo,
wear the Yukon hockey jersey with our name — my @am
on the back of it. He had to actually do that dgitiis tribute in
his Legislative Assembly in Northwest Territoriek. just
wanted to say thank you, again. You are the bigugar for it. |
also want to say that that is, in fact, why we'eséhtoday — to
talk about the future of the Arctic Winter Gamedoadk for-
ward to our meetings tomorrow.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like the House to welcome
Arden Meyer from Trans North Helicopters. It's @@nly an-
other strong private sector company in the Yukai ttas been
around for a long time. | ask all members of theseksbly to
welcome Arden.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Silver: I do have a document for tabling.
Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents fo
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Tredger: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
duct an agricultural land audit that would:

(1) quantify the amount of agricultural land in tfiekon;

(2) quantify the amount of agricultural land thashbeen
made available for agricultural purposes;

(3) determine the quantum of currently allocatedcadr
tural land which is being used for agriculture;

(4) determine the quantum of agricultural land thas
been made available that is either lying fallowisobeing un-
der-utilized; and

(5) determine the quantum of agricultural land thas
been made available for agricultural purposes ttest been
subsequently converted to uses other than agrreultu

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

f

Mr. Silver: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with NGOs and the private sector in Dawson Citint@stigate
the possibility of turning the existing McDonald dge into

social housing.

Mr. Elias: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Canadian governmentite re
state funding to the Canadian Landmine Foundatieangble it
to continue to fund mine action projects to malelorld safe
from landmines, including:

(1) clearing existing minefields;

(2) assisting victims of landmine injuries;

(3) funding the training and delivery of mine deiec
dogs; and

(4) preparing and delivering awareness campaigns.

Speaker:  Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Social inclusion policy

Ms. Stick: The government’sSocial Inclusion and
Poverty Reduction Stratedyas three goals, one of them being
to reduce inequities. The Minister of Health anctiSloSer-
vices referred to the development of a poverty cddo audit
to ensure inclusiveness of new government poligiesy pro-
grams and new services. The minister has spokeéheohew
socially inclusive lens for all these new projedsit what
about current programs that are not doing enougludvess the
root causes of poverty. Insufficient income leadpdverty and
leads to social exclusion.

With its poverty reduction strategy, which specifispect
of poverty or root cause of social exclusion ddes govern-
ment aim to reduce, and how?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As members will recall, two
committees were formed to guide the overall develept of
the strategy. The interdepartmental steering cotamitvas a
committee within the government, and the commuadtyisory
committee was an advisory committee formed of memibé
various NGOs and associations outside of governmidrgse
two committees made a nhumber of recommendatiortsaara
result we have now established a project team wisctur-
rently working on developing a monitoring and eaion
framework for the strategy.

Interdepartmental work is still being undertaken ves
speak to evaluate existing social inclusion andepgvreduc-
tion initiatives and to propose new initiatives. thts time, we
haven’t reached that point where we’re specificalgntifying
projects within various government departments.

As | said before, this policy is seen as an inteegomen-
tal policy to make sure that all departments talkeo# at social
inclusion from an overall outlook.

Ms. Stick: The minister has referred to the social in-
clusion project as an internal government projext focused
on programs that are run by government, but my toqpress
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focused on making a real difference for those witeceacluded
simply because they are poor — excluded from hausimd
excluded from food security.

In the Yukon, the cost of living — particularly hsing —
is increasing way faster than incomes. Thirty percéd Yukon
renters have reported that they are unable tochbelter that
meets their needs: Adequacy, suitability and atbility
norms. Does the government have a target for thigseBcent of
the Yukon renters who are unable to afford adeqoraseitable
housing?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's one of the reasons we
have a social assistance department and a numbgeeopie
working within that department who are preparedatd on
providing assistance to people who cannot affoed rthcessi-
ties.

A few years back, we increased social assistartes -
mensely. They are increased on an annual basighdgtbost of
living. If the member is aware of people who requinis kind
of assistance, she should be forwarding those naonée so-
cial assistance people or at least directing therthé social
assistance department.

Ms. Stick:
vey, 20 percent of adult Yukoners reported expeiign at
least one element of food insecurity. In its Octab@l2,Mind
the Gap Snapshpthe Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition reported
that two-fifths of Yukon rural boys, grades 6 tor@port going
to bed or school hungry. The Whitehorse Food Barderving
four times the number they initially planned fondathe Salva-
tion Army was serving 1,500 more meals a monthGh22than
in the previous year.

The government’s strategy lists an objective tergithen
access to necessities such as food. A single Yokdd going
to bed and to school hungry is too many. Will thiaister tell
us of plans to eliminate hunger for Yukon childterough the
social inclusion and poverty reduction report?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said before, the social inclu-
sion poverty reduction strategy was just that —wdis a strat-
egy to work within departments internally to enstivat when-
ever new initiatives have begun, they are seerugirdhe so-
cial inclusion and poverty reduction lens. Thisastgy was
never intended to create programs that are cuyrentlerway,
such as Food for Learning that provides breakfasthildren
in need and any number of other programs offergadidb only
the Education department, but by the Health andaSaoe-
partment as well.

| think the member opposite seems to have somausiamf
about what the social inclusion poverty reductitnategy was
all about.

Questionre:  F.H. Collins Secondary School
reconstruction
Mr. Tredger: The Yukon public is well familiar with

the long and confusing saga of replacing F.H. @slliThe
minister has said that the plan now will be to imi@ocheaper
design and incorporate elements from the previonsutation
process.

Last week, school staff was asked for input ondbsign
with a due date by this Friday. Staff is to provitieir list of

what they want to see in the school — no constvaatiscus-
sion, no meaningful dialogue, just a list.

The staff members want to be involved in a meaningf
way. They are the ones who live and work in thédmg and
know best what is needed to educate kids. Requgestiist due
tomorrow is insulting and not consultation.

Does the minister sincerely believe that this rdsteguest
of the people who spend the most time in the scandlknow
best how to educate our children is adequate?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member opposite for the
question. A couple of things with respect to thelaeement of
the F.H. Collins Secondary School — of course,gaificant
amount of work was already put into that through bluilding
advisory committee engaging staff. | know one & thurrent
vice-principals and a current teacher actuallydhad out to
visit some schools when they were coming up withekisting
design. We are going to take a lot of that work s-nauch
work as we can — that was done by the building smtyi com-
mittee and transport it into the new school. Theutlg minister
met with staff last week, as the member oppositereaced,
and had the opportunity to talk to them about wthair list

In the 2010 social inclusion household sur-would be. Of course, the school will incorporatgysn and a

staff room and a library and a cafeteria and tlnemtore ele-
ments, but we are looking beyond that.

We'd like to see if there are any additional thitigat they
would like. We are looking to adopt a design thet been built
successfully and economically in other jurisdiciolVe want
to make sure when we look to those designs andpocate as
much of the work of the building advisory committe® possi-
ble and take into account input from the school momity as
well.

Mr. Tredger: The plans the minister has thrown in
the bin cost millions of dollars and reflected ctbesss hours of
participation by stakeholders — all stakeholdetseill partici-
pation resulted in a school design that was cuttidge. After
all the setbacks, flip-flops and changes in dimegttithe minis-
ter is saying he now wants to get the F.H. Colligdacement
project right. However, the public is disillusionedd highly
skeptical, given the government’s history of bunglthis pro-
ject.

In order to get it right, the minister needs tgpstoshing a
new plan and bring staff and other stakeholderk lato the
process in a meaningful way. Will he do this, oll thie minis-
ter plow forward and risk building a new schoolttdaesn’t
reflect the vision and needs of the broader scbomimunity?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe the building advisory com-
mittee work began in 2009-10 for the design that ifember
opposite referenced. Of course, in an effort thaupported by
many Yukoners to be fiscally responsible, whenfthal bids
came in $10 million over what our project estimatese, we
decided to go in a different direction. That is notsay that
we're going to disregard all of that hard work thets done by
the building advisory committee. As | mentionedniy previ-
ous answer, a humber of members of that school aorityn
were involved on the building advisory committeecliding
many of the teachers who work there. | know thagipal, the
two vice-principals, and a number of other educateere in-
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volved in some of the meetings. There were notesnainutes
taken. That's what we’re planning to incorporatithe final
design.

In order to come up with the design, what we’rekiog to
do — as I've mentioned — is construct a school tiest been
built successfully and economically in other juitsigns.
That's what we're intending to do. We want to makee that
the school is built and that the students, teachets parents
can move in there as soon as possible.

Question re:  Select committee on hydraulic
fracturing
Mr. Silver: | sent an open letter to the Minister of

Energy, Mines and Resources this week regardingegieb-
lishment of a select committee to examine the issdeacking.
One of the issues | raised was how the creatidghe@tommit-
tee will affect any private sector applicant thatmes forward
looking for permission to frack in Yukon. It is miew that the
creation of the committee places a de facto mdratoon the
practice of fracking in the territory. It would lr@excusable for
the government to permit the activity until the coittee has
completed its work and Yukoners have been heam;fiaih-
erwise the work from the committee is irrelevant.

The company that owns the Kotaneelee gas well uthso
east Yukon, in a presentation to stakeholders, isgithns to
drill, complete and frack shale gas in 2013-14. okerlap of
the work of the committee is obvious.

What is the government’s position on this questidfilP it
permit fracking before the committee has concludedvork
and recommendations have been implemented?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would refer the Member for
Klondike to what was stated in Motion No. 309, gbtfor-
ward to this Assembly by me and passed in this Edast fall.
The whole purpose of this committee is to analywerisks and
benefits of hydraulic fracturing if it were to béoaved in the
Yukon and to make recommendations to the Legigatig-
sembly, to the government, with regard to that enatt

To the member’s specific question: Of course, iheet
lines that he put forward indicating that a compduay pre-
sented to its stakeholders — well, they certainlymot be in a
position that that would not preclude the work lw§tcommit-
tee. We will stay committed to what we said in MatiNo. 309
and the key question at hand is what the commitiéedo in
the recommendations.

| would hope that the Member for Klondike will piait
pate in this committee sincerely and genuinely,nasnbers
have in the past, in an attempt to bring, wheresibdes, a multi-
partisan approach and attempt, if possible, to ctangeconsen-
sus on proper steps that meet the Yukon interess irecom-
mendations.

Mr. Silver: In order for the work of the committee to
be meaningful, it should not be undercut by a gowemt deci-
sion to permit fracking at the Kotaneelee well wutheast
Yukon or anywhere else, for that matter. The corgpaith a
controlling interest in that well said they wantttegin fracking
in 2013-14. It's not realistic to believe the cortteé being
struck this spring will have concluded its work timis time
frame. There are warning bells to consider wherudising

fracking, and there are also enormous economicfitereéhen
it comes to shale gas development.

I've heard from people on both sides of this isBased
upon statements iklansardto date, the Independent member
and | may be the only members on that committebowit a
predetermined outlook. The minister has no doulitwith the
new owners of the Kotaneelee well and discusseid fiens.
Did the minister tell them an application to fragkuld be con-
sidered, or did he tell them there was a moratoriarplace
until the committee has heard from Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Part of the reason for the determina-
tion of the proposal to create a select committde determine
the risks and benefits of hydraulic fracturing e territory and
to consider how the implementation would go for MotNo.
309, which was discussed in this House last fall.bE clear
and to reiterate that motion, the goal of the goment is to
facilitate and inform public dialogue about the aild gas in-
dustry, including risks and benefits of hydrauliadturing —
also known as “fracking” — before any regulatorpeapvals or
permitting allows the use of this activity in Yukon

I don’t think that could be any clearer. We thitiat the
recommendations that will come forward from theesecom-
mittee will be beneficial for government to revigke regula-
tions and policies around the oil and gas induatrg the spe-
cific ones aimed at this particular practice. Weia going to
predetermine the outcomes of that select commitied, we
hope that the members of that committee will detibe in
good faith and determine outcomes that are in &st interests
of Yukon citizens.

Mr. Silver: | thank the minister for a direct answer.
seems that what I'm hearing is that the governrieenbt plan-
ning to consider applications for fracking whilensitaneously
creating a committee. That is wonderful news.

In my letter to the minister, | said the decisiorcteate the
committee is an admission by the Yukon governmieat ¢ur-
rent regulatory mechanisms are not sufficient tdress the
issue of fracking. This contradicts the long-heldw of the
Yukon Party government that no public discussiorremula-
tory changes were needed. A properly planned all gas in-
dustry would have seen this discussion take placeral years
ago. The department’s intention, however, to finalb the
right thing and engage the public in this debatevésy
encouraging. In order to demonstrate that theee fiee hand,
the terms of reference for the committee must liebgethe
members of the committee and not by the government.

Will the government allow this to happen, or wiletterms
of reference be dictated by the government?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
his kind words about the responses.

In regard to his question at the tail-end of hialjue, he
asked about the terms of reference. Of coursemibiéon will
set, to some degree, the terms of reference focahamittee,
and we've committed in this House that we wouldrehthat
motion with the NDP, the Liberals and the Independaem-
ber before tabling in the Legislature, and we idtemdo that. |
believe we're still working on the drafting of tmeotion, and
we’ll be in a position to share it with the respeetproposed
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members of that committee shortly. As soon as we ls@ame
material to share with them, we will. | look forwdato getting
their input on the content of that motion, and wed our best
to incorporate it. | look forward to the meetingdetermine the
work of this committee and getting on with the gdiness.

Question re:  Nutrition North Canada program

Mr. Elias: | have a question for the Premier. To put it

plainly, the Nutrition North Canada program is defuin our
community of Old Crow. The Nutrition North Canadagram
is — plain and simple — a disappointment to me tmady
constituents. Some food prices have more than dduland
Old Crow residents can only purchase food from etwe
now.

Our community has been working hard to resolve igis
sue and | must say this is the most difficult angtrating file
I've ever had to work on as an MLA. It is clearn® that Old
Crow must be exempted from the Nutrition North Ginaro-
gram. On behalf of my constituents | would liketh@ank the
Premier for speaking directly with the Prime Mieisand writ-
ing a letter to him to talk to him about the Nutnit North Can-
ada program in Old Crow.

do in the Yukon versus the eastern Arctic, andrkifthat that
is one of the fundamental problems that we havet af the

issues that have been identified certainly areisgtes here in
the Yukon. For example, the barging of food torigk& across
the eastern Arctic is a problem.

So there are some very unique situations here dhihk
there is an opportunity to work with the federalgmment to
try to find a Yukon-specific solution to the onlgramunity in
the Yukon that actually is involved in the NutritidNorth pro-
gram.

We need to continue to work to see how we can waitx
the partners who are involved with the deliveryfadd to the
town of Old Crow, along with the community of Oldd, the
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, the MLA for Vuntut Gtehin
and Canada to look for some creative solutionsnbke us to
recognize the fact that Old Crow is unique in thetrXion
North program, and how we can use this opportuitgnsure
that we come up with something that is specificdsfand is of
benefit to the residents of Old Crow.

Mr. Elias: I'm glad the Premier is talking about solu-
tions, because one of the solutions is to re-dstakl personal
shipping transportation subsidy to and from Whitskoand

Can the Premier please inform the House what the '®Id Crow of nutritious perishable foods, non-peaisle foods

sponse was from the Prime Minister of our country?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to begin by thanking the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for his tireless work tims very
important topic that affects all residents of ttemenunity of
Old Crow. I've certainly been there on differentasions and
have been able to withess some of the pricingdbeas occur in
that store. It certainly is something that is natyoalarming,
but also really limits the ability of families toekable to have
disposable income to do other things as well, bezdoey have
to put such a large percentage of the income tmt have
toward just the basic necessity of purchasing féadso want
to note that this House did unanimously pass Motian 80
that was brought forward by the Member for Vuntwtitghin
just about a year ago from this date, really logkét this pro-
gram and what we can do. We look forward to cortiguto
work on this file.

Mr. Elias: Right now in Old Crow it costs $26.19 per

kilogram for red seedless grapes and the goal eof\ttrition
North Canada program is to ensure that healthyS@wd more
accessible and affordable to my constituents. terntly, a
former manager of the food mail program said thatfederal
government is trying to make the Nutrition Nortlogram look
like it is working better than it is. The United thans Special
Rapporteur on the Right of Food publicly condemtte pro-
gram, and dozens of MLAs across the north and Mesnbg
Parliament said the program is not working.

Our community has been consistently lobbying thuefal
government on this program since they announcéd iay
2010, and we have been solution-oriented the efitine. |
have asked that it be in the opinion of this Hotlree the Audi-
tor General of Canada immediately examine the hortri
North Canada program insofar as it relates to tmensunity of
Old Crow. Does the Premier support this motion?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly there are some stark dif-

ferences between the Nutrition North program andtvithcan

and essential non-food items for the residents|df @ow via
Air North. The transportation subsidy could thendmbminis-
tered by Air North.

The power to make food purchasing decisions neethe t
returned to the citizens, because when corporataons the
federal government retain control of what ends opmy con-
stituents’ tables, that spells trouble for us. Amotsolution is
for our community to occupy the field and simplgea/e fund-
ing directly from Ottawa and manage the program serdices
ourselves. Will the Premier help our community litetie these
solutions with the Government of Canada to enshat im-
provements are made to this program immediately?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: In fact, as the member opposite
did describe, in February, during my face-to-faceeting with
the Prime Minister, we specifically talked aboustlssue and
its importance to the citizens of Old Crow. We laagery good
dialogue about it. 1 do concur with the Member fduntut
Gwitchin. There are different solutions that we Idolook at
that would be unique and that could help solve gngblem.
This government is committed to work with the Memler
Vuntut Gwitchin and to work with Canada to findimely so-
lution, because the clock has been ticking on tbissome
time. | know that we have brought it to the awassnef the
Prime Minister, and I'm hopeful that we can conério work
together to find a solution for all the people ild Crow.

Question re: Genetically modified products and
seeds

Ms. White: It is a well-documented fact that invasive
species are one of the three biggest threats thveisity in the
world, alongside direct habitat loss and climatangfe.

The economic cost of invasive species is also diiama
with impacts on agricultural production, impactsreareation,
on tourism and impacts on private property ownérgasive
species hurt economies, they hurt jobs, they thetenviron-
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ment and they hurt local species. Invasive spexesarrive by
accident; they can spread through natural systémbllina-

tion or they can be purposely introduced as agdtical prod-

ucts. Some genetically modified crops are clagsifie invasive
species and they can cause all the damage thé&td.no

What role is the Minister of Environment takingtire dis-
cussion of invasive species, including geneticatipdified
organisms, in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
that invasive species are a challenge for our goment and
for the territory. We have noticed over the yearsirecreased
level of invasive species in the territory. As aule of that |
know that an NGO has been formed — | believe ithis
Yukon Invasive Species Council — which is doing sowork
to raise awareness of the problem of invasive sgeii the
territory. We have provided funding to that gromp & number
of different initiatives throughout the years. Thwst recent
one that comes to mind is the community developnfiemdl
funding for that group to provide some educatiomalterials
about invasive species and how best to prevent speéad and
how best to limit their spread in the territory.

Of course when it comes to further action | am skvia-
terested in meeting with NGOs like that to heairtperspec-
tives. We'll provide the member opposite with ardaje after
I've had a chance to meet with that particular grods she
said, it is an issue. We're aware of it, and weloéng our best
to determine what government can do to prevensgiiead of
invasive species in the territory.

Ms. White:
invasive species, I've relied on Alaska, which Ipasgrams,
legislation and a ranking system. According to flaskan
government, alfalfa is listed as a mildly invassecies. This
ranking is fluctuating as alfalfa is reacting wilimate change
and spreading more quickly in the north. This metrad al-
falfa can spread into the natural environment andéaarby
farmland. It is well-established that invasive spe@re known
to wreak havoc on the environment, on private prypend on
economies.

What does the Minister of Environment think aboligva-
ing genetically modified alfalfa seed into the Yuakavhere it
can spread into the environment and to nearby farms

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
this is an issue that we've heard some discoursetah this
House — the potential of genetically modified origams in the
territory. Of course, as the Minister of Energy,néé and Re-
sources noted yesterday or earlier this week, ish&s conten-
tious issue among the farming community. It's sdrimgf that
he’ll be working on diligently with the farming canunity.

For my part, I'll be working with other groups, é&kthe
Yukon Invasive Species Council, to determine wipaicges are
here today.

We know there is a whole suite of species herbeérterri-
tory currently. Anyone who has driven down the fvgly in
the spring or in the summer will have noticed tnasive spe-
cies that plague the roadways in the territory,cltare a chal-
lenge for the Minister of Highways and Public Warks

In response to the member opposite,

Our focus is on the species that are in the teyriégmd on
limiting their spread. When it comes to anythintated to the
development of the agricultural industry, that'snathing the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources will conérto work
with.

As | said before, we will work with the NGO dediedtto
this issue, and we look forward to providing congd support
to them in whatever fashion we are able to detezmirook

| agree with the member opposite forward to providing an update for the House once have

some further information on that.

Ms. White: The sad truth is we already have alfalfa
spreading in the Yukon. Alfalfa is all along theads and on
the land in Haines Junction; it is on private pmbygeit is on
nearby farmland. It is particularly noticeable uné with its
swaths of yellow. The even more unfortunate pathis story
is that alfalfa has escaped from the federal gowent’s ex-
perimental farm in Haines Junction, and it's spiegdast.

According to theEnvironment Agtthe Minister of Envi-
ronment is the public trustee of the public envinemtal trust.
Where is the Minister of Environment on this impmrt issue?
When will he stand up for the Yukon’s environment &or
Yukon farmers and ensure that genetically modififidifa is
not used in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, with regard to the
member’'s question as it relates to alfalfa that sllagms re-
sulted from a federal farm, I'd point out that clea up fed-
eral messes is something we've had to do on a fa&sions.
There are some legacies, including and notably ,Rhat we

As Yukon does not have a system to rankinherited from the federal government and havedal &ith as

best we can.

With regard to the topic of genetically modifiedyanisms,
as | noted in my response to the petition, we veugh appre-
ciate the concerns of everyone who signed thatigetand
others who have concerns about the potential implagtowth
of genetically modified organisms in the Yukon,casnmitted
to in that petition. We believe the appropriatetrst®p is for us
to engage with groups representing farmers and initividual
farmers to try and build a consensus position oatvthe ap-
propriate next steps may be, understanding — aseldnin my
petition response — that the farming community wewsy di-
vided on this issue.

With regard to genetically modified alfalfa itself,have
received recent correspondence and met recenttyreqifresen-
tatives of organic growers and heard their concespecifi-
cally. I've received additional information andafikly, | met
with them just this morning on this topic and welWwe giving
consideration to their concerns.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into i@Gitt@e of
the Whole.
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Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @Gmmmit-
tee is Vote 3, Department of Education, in Bill Ni&, First
Appropriation Act, 2013-14Do members wish to take a brief
recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
continued

Chair:
Department of Education, in Bill No. 1@jrst Appropriation
Act, 2013-14

Department of Education —continued

Hon. Mr. Kent: I think we will start off today in the
hope that we can expedite debate and perhaps é@anEdu-
cation this afternoon. | know there are a numbeotbér large
departments in the budget we still need to distwss in this
sitting. I'll answer some of the questions raised Tuesday
when we were in general debate on the Departmektdata-
tion, as well as touch on a couple of other thitlgst have
come up over the week with respect to fwt to Amend the
Education Actl know that that will come back to Committee,
but there are dollars associated with that in thdget that
we're discussing, particularly with respect to tbellective
bargaining agreement and increasing the hours doreduca-
tors.

The first questions that I'd like to address waisad by
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun. I'll just repeat theegtions
that he asked. Has the educational leadership gmodreen

found work in the Yukon?

The response the department has prepared saysntiat
ing feedback has been received by the participantgon
Education officials, and external education contieon the
development and modifications of the program. Tiés re-
sulted in an exceptional learning experience fa gartici-
pants.

The successful two-year Yukon educational leadprshi

program, which began in 2008-09, resulted in 2@i@gpants
completing the two-year program and 25 participantgring a
Master in Leadership at Yukon College in the 2009sthool
year. Six graduates are currently employed as asftrators in

The matter before the Committee is Vote 3,

It has been moved by the Government Houserukon schools and a number of others are engageftéma-

tive leadership roles.

A second question by the Member for Mayo-Tatchun is
about us needing a comprehensive strategy for abehwork
of ideas. That is certainly a recurring theme dher past cou-
ple of days, whether we were talking about privaembers’
business yesterday or with reference to the budgkate that
we were engaged in on Tuesday. Of course thera atenber
of strategies that the department has developes:labour
market framework; the Centre for Northern Innovatio Min-
ing. When we talk about programs and look to inticed differ-
ent aspects into education, there are certainly v docu-
ments that, as the Minister of Education, | reterTthe first of
course is th®epartment of Education Strategic Plan 2011-16:
Our Commitment to New Horizowaéd the second is the man-
date letter that | received as Minister of Edugatfoom the
Premier.

That is reflective of the platform commitments tived
made to Yukoners in 2011 in our “Moving Forward €thger”
platform and making sure that I'm able to deliverthose, but
we also look for new and innovative approacheseiovering
education to the Yukon, with an eye to fit in unttes strategic
plan that was developed by the department anddhks get out
by the department.

The MLA for Klondike also asked a few questiong] &
get the answers to those. His first question: &dha capital
asset replacement plan? | did answer at the timejust to
repeat — we do have a draft long-term facilitiesnplwhich we
look forward to providing to members of the Legiste during
this fiscal year, if everything goes as plannedt’sfnot devel-
oped in this fiscal year, it will be released eanythe 2014-15
fiscal year and will have to be discussed extemgiwith the
affected school communities. Particularly in Whaede, |
know there are a number of schools that are rege¢himend of
their life, and we want to come up with a plan thates us a
staged approach to replacing those facilities.his budget a
couple of schools are receiving major renovatianthis fiscal
year: Porter Creek Secondary School and SelkirknEigary
School are both having roof replacements done.

We look forward to that work being done to makeesiiat
we maintain those buildings in the proper way, &lgb ensur-
ing that a number of Yukoners engaged in that fresle the
opportunity to go to work. So we will be workingttvithe De-
partment of Highways and Public Works on the teimgeof

evaluated? How many have graduated and how mang haywose two projects, and we look forward to gettingm out as

soon as possible.

A second question raised by the Member for Klondikes
about Yukon school attendance data, by month, topeme
June versus November. The figures that | have kgtya Sep-
tember through until May. Of course, a humber dfosts in
the territory spend very little time in June, irdilug the Mem-
ber for Klondike’'s school, Robert Service Schoal,Dawson
City, so the June numbers aren’t readily available.

Just as a snapshot, the total student days absethiei
Yukon — it's a very startling number, given the tféloat we
have only around 5,000 students — for 2011-12 i5,896.
Rural Yukon schools total student days absent i348%
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Whitehorse area schools, or the urban schools —tldadne
includes Wood Street Centre as well — the numb&i2i278.
These are very startling numbers. That's why [khils some-
thing we have to take very seriously, and | knotake it seri-
ously as the minister — working on those attendangmbers
and working with the entire school community — wiak
with the parents and the students and developiogramming.

| know the Member for Mayo-Tatchun and the Memiwer f
Klondike may be surprised by the months where tmosebers
are the highest. Of the schools | looked at — awil Iprovide
these statistics to members opposite as well —of@r of the
schools, October had the highest number of daysrabBor a
second school, it would have been November. Faschols,
which is the majority of the schools, January is tmonth with
the highest number of absences. March only hasscheol
with the highest number of absences and May, whscthe
final month, would be 11.

Again, | know the Member for Mayo-Tatchun talkedab
some of those — | think he referred to them asd#éi@aching
sweet spots”, being the months where it's dark eold and
you can keep students engaged and inside. In Jarfoarin-
stance, as a Yukon total, 23,567 student days gksebruary,
which would be another one of those sweet-spot hwofitn
assuming the member opposite is referring to, j242%2 but the
highest month is May, at 26,678.

As the year progresses, that's when we see thenedse
increase and we need to find programming that keapients
engaged. Again, those are some of the challeng&s gyeing
to tackle through the rural action plan, and thdiomoput for-
ward yesterday by the Member for Pelly-Nisutlintwiespect
to exploring models for the establishment of a duwatlit
trades school will be another aspect | think we wark on to
engage those students. It's going to take the wbrveryone
to make sure we improve these student attendanmbers.

Prior to Christmas and the fall sitting, | said hgve some
students arriving in grade 8 who have missed ashnasctwo
years of school with unexcused absences. The searét that
they're two years behind — most of them, dependingheir
learning. Attendance is certainly one thing. Asdmntioned, the
Member for Klondike brought it up and | will prowdthis
monthly attendance by school document to membepe e
during this sitting. I'll make sure that those domnts come
over.

One question with respect to tllucation Actamend-
ments — | will note that the Member for Mayo-Tatohdid
approach me prior to the start of proceedings taalay said
that he would be forwarding me tomorrow or perhapsly
next week his proposed amendments toAbeto Amend the
Education Act| want to remind him that I'm hoping what ac-
companies those proposed amendments is a summahe of
consultations he undertook and perhaps the reastyshe
didn’t consult with me as the Minister of Educatiprior to
this, or perhaps even with the Department of Edosat know
that we would have liked to have taken a look at.th

He did write me a letter in December with respecptito-
posed changes to theducation Actand proposed calendar
changes, suggesting one month was far too shotsfoo have

that consultation. Again, it would be interestimgjtist get a
sense of where the public was able to comment, fdohawwveb-
site the public was able to comment, as far asetipesposed
amendments, and getting an opportunity for all e to
comment on those changes — like we did when we waht
with our four proposed amendments.

As a result of those comments, we altered two ofpro-
posals in the amendments. One was extending time odr
school councils from two to three years. We reatifezdback
from individuals, particularly school councils, ga&y that that
was too long and we reduced that back to two yeagain we
have put in an option that if the school councduests, | as
minister can extend the term of a member by upn®year in
order to maintain that continuity.

The second aspect that we altered that we hadnatigi
proposed was with respect to staggered electidmst Was one
of the things that wasn't received very well.

Again, | think it's important as legislators, where are
proposing amendments to any legislation, that wek gbat
input from the public and do the hard work and thatare able
to react to changes positively. So again, I'll lolwkward to
receiving the member opposite’s summary of consaftaand
perhaps even a quick reason as to why he felt shivaeces-
sary to consult myself as Minister of Educationhattiose prior
to the start of this sitting.

There are a number of other things | think we caik t
about as we move forward with debate here thisradt, but
I know individuals are interested in getting onhnilis vote so
that we can get to other votes. | know the MinisiEHealth
and Social Services is anxious to introduce hisgetdperhaps
as early as today, and we look forward to cleating and get-
ting on with the business of the House and enswéguch of
the budget as possible is able to receive the prapwunt of
debate that it deserves.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the Minister of Education for
his answers and | look forward to a discussion radoamend-
ments to théducation Act

When | spoke to it | indicated general agreemeiih wie
amendments and congratulated the minister anddpartinent
on their efforts to bring the amendments forwartdave a few
minor suggestions in the light of perhaps clarifysome issues
that may cause some trouble down the line. Thest@nknows
well that there are many opinions around educatitmand the
Member for Klondike and | have often talked abdw& heed to
talk together and discuss ways that we can ussualéxpertise
in devising something that is best for the childoéthe Yukon.

The amendments that I'm making will be done in Hare
to improve that act for clarity’s sake. They ard tm under-
mine the minister’s position and he knows full wiblat as an
opposition critic, | do not have the resourcesdnduct a terri-
tory-wide consultation process like he has done.

I am waiting for the results of that consultatiorogess
they did prior to the introduction of the act. Iveamet with a
few people and they have given me some suggestigrish |
am bringing forward on behalf of my constituentewéver, in
no way do | claim to represent all Yukoners ana Inst pro-
fess to have discussed in detail every community ewery
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situation with school councils, with parents, wittachers. The
resources on this side are limited. The ministdrrdit discuss
it with me and | wouldn’t expect to discuss a lbtlings with
him. We do the best we can with what we have.

Having said that, I'd like to move on with this dission. |
would like to thank the minister for his extensiaaswers to
the questions that were raised yesterday. It's naypgreciated.
| do appreciate the quick and responsive answers the min-
ister and his department. It makes things go mudarem
quickly. 1 will work with the minister to get thrgh the ques-
tions | have as quickly as possible. It is impartdrat we do
discuss education in a full and robust manner.

It is critical to the future of the Yukon. It's abioour chil-
dren; it's about our teachers; it's about our etiocasystem. |
think it's important that we do take the time tansmler it, to
recognize the achievements of the Department ofc&ican.
What they have done and accomplished is wonderfdl vae
can look at it with a light to ways we can imprabhat. Thank
you to the minister for his cooperation and theadtpent for
its cooperation in this process.

I'd like to talk a little bit about First Nation rguages and
culture in our schools. | don't think it is any ptise that many,
many First Nations feel that their language andr tbeltural
programming are in crisis. It's reaching a critipabportion. |
think we can probably count the number of studerits have
graduated from our system having taken 12 yeafsirsf Na-
tion language instruction who are fluent in thenduage. |
believe there was some evaluation done of the kEgepro-
gramming in our schools, or it may be ongoing. ulgdike to
ask the minister: Can he give me an update on that?

What measures are being taken to work with thet Nes
tions to improve First Nation language instructicdd@uld he
give me the required time in each elementary sctiwadls al-
lotted to First Nation language instruction? | kntivere are
some schools that don't offer it, as they are imrtpbut could |
get a breakdown of the time allocated in elemeraar/in high
school on a school-by-school breakdown?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I know that during the introduction, |
did speak about the amount of money we investeslimFirst
Nation language teachers. There are also invessmanthe
Yukon Native Language Centre that is housed at Yiukol-
lege. | will endeavour — I'm just going through nipdget
speech to get those numbers again, if the memhprires
them, but we can drag them outHdinsardas well.

With respect to the required time in each schogl,un-
derstanding is that it varies school to schoob’'tthave those
figures, but | would be happy to provide them tonmhers op-
posite as soon as possible with respect to eacividodl
school.

One of the positive aspects of the coordinatedndale or
the two common start dates — and actually, thisrhae to do
with the spring break opportunity. When we went with the
options for the school calendar, Whitehorse-areg Isichools
and elementary schools in 2013-14 will have a tveskv
spring break. We've given the option to the comrtyuschools
to pick one or two weeks, but it has to be onehofsé two
weeks, because the Deputy Minister of Education aps

proached by the Yukon Native Language Centre terdffin-
ing to First Nation language teachers in that wieakediately
prior to the start of the Whitehorse spring bre@é. this is an
opportunity that hasn't existed in the past, beeamsr spring
breaks were all over the place. So | think thatsething we
can be excited about and one of the positive aspafcpro-
gramming, training and those things we were lookinglo by
introducing the school calendars.

Again, when it comes to First Nation language —elidve
there was a conference held recently here in thkoiuas
well, revitalizing First Nation language and cuéur

I haven’t had an opportunity to review the notesrfrthat
conference, but | will look forward to doing thatd if they're
available publicly, | will certainly direct membeo$ the Legis-
lature to where they can find them on the websikemow this
is something that's very important to First Natiohdad the
opportunity — | believe I've mentioned this — topegar at
Council of Yukon First Nations Leadership meetingce, and
this issue has come up twice. You know, there apeets, of
course, for all individuals, no matter where theg & their
lifelong learning journey, to engage their cultared learn the
First Nation language that is specific to them. @fighe as-
pects we talked about — and | think it was receipesditively
at the leadership table — is the opportunity fardyekearning
and some of the aspects around early childhoodilegrespe-
cially when it comes to First Nation languages. Yoow, for
many of the elders I've spoken to who are at trealdeship
meeting, this is their number one issue — presgritieir lan-
guage. It's something we take very seriously.

Just quickly, before | turn the floor back overthe Mem-
ber for Mayo-Tatchun, with respect to those figu®&a39,000
in curriculum, which includes First Nation languag$405,000
in this budget for the operation of the Yukon Natlvanguage
Centre located at the college; and the salary amthat we
pay for aboriginal language teachers is $4.2 nnillibhose are
some of the numbers. | hope they help the membieamd if
he requires more, | can certainly get them to Him later date.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you to the minister for his an-
swers. | know that we spend a lot of money andepldt of
effort into First Nation language programming. Myegtion —
maybe | phrased it wrong — wasn’t so much aboutntloaey
that was spent, but are we evaluating for outcoritésat kind
of measures are we doing to see that what we'negdand the
money that we're spending is well spent? It's exiety impor-
tant to our First Nation communities, but | wouldyze it's
important for education as a whole and Yukon ashalevthat
we have strong and vibrant Yukon First Nation laaggs and
cultures.

| guess my question is, how are we evaluating ttee p
grams and how are we ensuring — the minister talidrea
couple of them. I'm very glad to hear that, anchdWw there are
a couple of pilot projects, one in particular ata@tpagne and
Aishihik First Nations, that I've heard nothing tyaod things
about.

| congratulate the minister and his departmentdoing
that. | believe it's in its second or third yeaddim wondering
whether that pilot project has been evaluated rimseof look-
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ing at how it is succeeding and how it can be ogpdid in other
communities.

I'd also like to applaud the minister for his etfrespe-
cially in terms of early childhood and early leamisituations
because, as we know, the earlier one is exposedegids to
use one’s language, the more likely one is to becamompe-
tent speaker. | know various communities have ldakethings
like a language nest or bringing First Nation laaggi into their
early childhood programming, perhaps in a kindegegaclass-
room, to help with the transition from the communit

All of those things are very good and | applaud dee
partment for what they are looking at. | think it'sportant that
we do evaluate and look at things in terms of wthags we can
measure them so that we can find out exactly whatdrking
and where we can go from there. So if the ministeld talk a
little bit about that, | would appreciate that —ml'sure it's the
minister's opportunity to talk about something we aloing
very, very well, and that's the Champagne and Aighproject
and whether or not we're looking to extend thatdtber
schools.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
touch on here. I'll first of all say that when tiroes to all of the
programs that we offer through Education, whethay'te
First Nations or more of the mainstream programg guess
I'd like to call them — that are offered througtettiepartment,
we’re constantly looking to evaluate and improwés & con-
tinual process that we go through with respectlitaha pro-
grams. Some, of course, like the program referernmedhe
Member for Mayo-Tatchun, the Champagne-Aishihikt8etn
Tutchone bicultural program, | can just brieflyktalbout.

It is a bilingual and bicultural program intendedrcrease
the level of Southern Tutchone content and perspexctn the
St. Elias Community School for kindergarten to grdd Of
course, all members will know that the St. Eliasm@aunity
School is located in the community of Haines Jurctilt is a
pilot project and there is an evaluation currenilyderway.
After that, should it be proven successful, thenfiation and
framework will be used as a model for other Yukemmuni-
ties.

Just a bit of history: the partnership project plaas
signed by Yukon Education and the Champagne anlitfis
First Nations in February 2009. This agreementimes! the
principles and performance goals of the projectwel as de-
tailing the project evaluation timeline. The cutrenrriculum
has been adapted along with the development ofgubge and
cultural framework. The program maintains the acsideex-
pectations and standards of the standard B.C.colurn. The
steering committee held a meeting in December df22t®
provide an update of the program and determine stexts. By
the briefing note in front of me, it looks like tieewas a meet-
ing held as recently as March 26 of this year toeme the final
report. Once the work gets completed, the progreatuation
will be complete and we’ll be able to move forward.

One other issue with respect to First Nation lagguhat |
would like to highlight is some research MOUs that have
with Simon Fraser University and the University Bfitish
Columbia.

Those MOUs were signed with both SFU and UBC in aid
of their applications for Social Sciences and Huities Re-
search Council partnership grants to research Riatibn lan-
guages. In both cases, Yukon Education will berdauting in-
kind staff time, equipment and meeting rooms. Aqaoilits will
be notified in April of this year — this month — &sthe suc-
cess of their respective applications. With respedhe SFU
application, they applied for $2.5 million to assisth projects
relating to language documentation, emerging laggwse and
fluencies, use of new digital technologies in laaggl learning,
and supporting language learning in an urban ®aain-kind
contribution over a 7-year period will be just tldi bit shy of
$90,000. What that research is looking to do isudoent best
practices and provide opportunities to improve tdigiechnol-
ogy for language learners. Yukon Education will éf@rin the
areas of teacher training and language resourcerialatievel-
opment. Yukon College has also signed this memanandf
understanding.

Briefly, with respect to the UBC application, theg’ ap-
plied for $150,000 over four years to do a Kaskaylege digi-

There are a couple of things | want to tal archive and dictionary database. This projactuides the

use of video conferencing for Kaska language temclind
documentation. Liard First Nation is a signatorytie memo-
randum of understanding and will retain intellettpeoperty
rights over the archive. Yukon Education will behdfom
sharing the technical achievements with other laggwgroups.

Hopefully, that answers the questions raised byMieen-
ber for Mayo-Tatchun.

| should just put in a little plug for Education &ke It is
April 15 to 19, but of particular importance witlespect to
what we're discussing right now is Monday, April.1An
event, held by the Council of Yukon First Natiomsla¥'ukon
Education, which is entitled “Together Today forrQ@hildren
Tomorrow”, will be taking place from 11 a.m. to 3p at the
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre in the firepit outsidee centre,
closer to the river, | believe. CYFN invites evamgoto their
Education Week event celebrating Yukon First Nataluca-
tion and the 49 anniversary offogether Today for Our Chil-
dren Tomorrow There will be a stew and bannock lunch, story-
telling, entertainment, and displays of Yukon Ediargs First
Nations Programs and Partnerships curriculum nedserThe
event will be a great opportunity to learn from YukFirst
Nations about their culture, language and programs.

I would invite all members of the House to attehatt
prior to the start of our sitting that day. Indeétgre couldn’t
be a more fitting way for us to kick off Educativvieek than
with a celebration of First Nations and that venportant 48
anniversary ofTogether Today for Our Children Tomorrow
That's my quick plug for the kickoff of Education ask.
Members can anticipate a number of other announcisnaed
exciting events taking place throughout that weekhat event
continues to grow in size and popularity over tlastmumber
of years.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his answers.
Again, | would encourage him to continue to doth#t is hu-
manly possible to ensure that First Nation langedge trans-



2266

HANSARD

April 4, 2013

mitted and that each First Nation student has gpeunity to
work in their language.

| have a couple of quick questions about the Wesded
Northern Canadian Protocol, the WNCP. The Yukon teen
a member of that for some time. Apparently, thowen B.C.
has dropped out. Are we continuing with that?

Could the minister provide us with a report? | know
have been attending it for some time. Have theenbiegular
reports made? How much is the WNCP costing per?year

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member for the question.
It gives me an opportunity to highlight the worktbé Western
Northern Canadian Protocol for Collaboration in Ealion —
or the WNCP, as he mentioned. It provides stratagit col-
laborative leadership based on common goals amdiplés of
curriculum development. The focus is on developingicu-
lum frameworks based on competencies and assesstuent
21st century learning.

On behalf of the three northern territories, Yulemsumed
the chair of the Western Northern Canadian Protatd011
and will lead the initiative until 2013. | beliewee’re turning
the chair over to Saskatchewan this year. As meatidy the
member, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and théherr
territories are involved. British Columbia is navolved in this
initiative at this time, and | know that all membesontinue
efforts to try to repatriate B.C. into the work thizey're doing.

The cost for maintaining the secretariat, includangoor-
dinator position, amounts to $300,000 per year dwer years
for $600,000, two-thirds of which is recovered hy @orthern
neighbours. That's what we put in. Obviously thisrstaff time
and resources that go into that which aren’t gfiadti With
respect to the reports and the documents that émebar oppo-
site is looking for, they are available on the WN®@é&bsite. If
there is difficulty accessing recent reports, wa cartainly
look to send him links or provide that documentatio him if
he just sends me or my executive assistant a gyioRil.

Mr. Tredger:
curriculum with our northern neighbours. | am jgsestioning
whether — with us following the B.C. curriculum, inee get-
ting full benefit from it. It particularly came tmind when the
residential school curriculum discussion came up.

We found that both Nunavut and the Northwest Tenigs
were working on a common curriculum and the Yukenided
to opt out and go with their own. It would seenmte that the
WNCP would be an ideal fomenting ground for themgé&t
together and to develop that. However, it didniben.

| guess my next question would be around the ratime
schools curriculum and the development of cultyredlevant
material, like land claims and Yukon history, esplg at a
younger age — the grade 5, 6, 7 areas. What isghdaome
there? As well as any high school course being Idped in
terms of land claims, Yukon history, would the rster give
the House an update on where the residential sclwotulum
is and whether the First Nations have been cors@tal in-
volved? | assume they would be but can he contirat When
can we expect it in our schools, at what gradel land will it
be a full rollout or will it be put into target sobl to test the
curriculum?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Even though British Columbia is not
a member of WNCP, it creates resource materialsupport
curriculum. The collaborative development of suchtenals
results in huge cost savings for each jurisdictiukon’s posi-
tion as lead over the past couple of years hasneeldaour abil-
ity to respond from a cutting-edge position on tégearch into
Yukon students’ learning needs.

This is, of course, where aspects of the N.W.T. doda-
vut residential schools curriculum — it was at ttedile that a
lot of the discussion took place on how we coult gtYukon
lens on that curriculum and adapt it to our expers here in
the territory. I'm sure all members can apprecthtg the resi-
dential school experiences differ from jurisdictitm jurisdic-
tion across the country.

Obviously, there are some similarities, but thene some
slight differences that allow us to adapt the culdm that was
developed for the Northwest Territories and Nuna\Wiée will
be using that as a template to develop our Yukatifp cur-
riculum and other resource materials. The Yukon dbepent
of Education recognizes that it is absolutely nsapsto tailor
curriculum to reflect desired Yukon learning out@srand to
include locally developed materials.

A couple of things — Yukon Education has a workplan
with Trondék Hweéch’in First Nation to develop aatder’s
guide for the boolFinding Our Way Homéo be piloted at the
grade 10 level in the fall of 2013. It will be tatgd to some
specific schools. | don't believe those schoolsehbeen cho-
sen yet, but we will certainly work with the schammmuni-
ties to determine which schools are best equippechdnage
that rollout for the fall of this year.

Yukon Education has also hired an additional Ritation
curriculum consultant, who will be working on thesidential
schools curriculum and other First Nation curricalinitia-
tives. One of the things we've talked about wite tommon
start dates is the ability for us to host — | thifak the first

| can understand the desire to discusgsime — two teachers institutes this summer, whidh be a

variety of professional development opportunities dur edu-
cators across the territory.

Included in that will be the residential school razulum
that will be introduced at the teachers institutd available to
those who want to be involved with it. Pardon mets-train-
ing for our teachers with respect to the residéstaools and
the experience of our First Nation citizens, arat thill be held
at the teachers institute, one scheduled for thekypeior to the
Discovery Day long weekend, for those schools thifit be
starting immediately after Discovery Day, and teeand prior
to the Labour Day weekend, for those schools thaetthosen
to start after the Labour Day weekend. Again, Wiotse area
elementary schools will be starting after the Disry Day
weekend, and Whitehorse area high schools will thetisg
after the Labour Day weekend.

Mr. Tredger: The residential schools curriculum — |
missed what grade it would be offered in and whethenot it
will be offered to all Yukon students or be optibnis this
something the minister intends that all Yukon shidleshould
be taking, or will it be decided by individual sdi® and indi-
vidual teachers, in terms of its rollout?
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Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in my previous an-
swer, it's going to be piloted at the grade 10 lenehe fall of
2013, and there will be some schools targeted. @Werht de-
cided which schools will be targeted, with an euvahplan to
have that offered across the territory at the gra@elevel
sometime in the future. We haven’t determined dtlout plan,
but the plan is to get to a course offering thabines all grade
10 students in the territory.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for that answer.

Last year, we talked a bit about Reading Recoveny a
Wilson Reading. The instructor/teacher/trainer wasy for a
year and consequently no training took place. Rep&iecov-
ery and Wilson Reading fill an important niche iar schools
today. With the demands that are placed on theviihatl
teacher, these programs offer an opportunity tohcahildren
who otherwise may fall through the cracks. Theylagh-risk
students.

wide range and variety of programs available thateffective.
I know the member opposite, as a former educatpeaks
about “evidence-based”, and those things are iraptrt

As | said, those programs are currently being effeand
are currently being evaluated. | look forward tpaing back
to members when that evaluation is complete.

Mr. Tredger: | guess I'm a little concerned about that
answer. Reading Recovery and Wilson Reading argrants
that need a bit of lead time; they need specificdained
teachers. We've already missed one year in termisioing. If
we miss another year we will be in jeopardy of bheing able
to offer it to those students who do need the pnagning.
Reading Recovery certainly has a lot of evidenceebtare-
search done and they've kept very clear track atistics and
stuff over the years. | haven't seen as much ors®ilRead-
ing, but when | left education, they were workirgdevelop
such a program. | would encourage the ministet teast con-

While the programs are expensive, talking to parent tinue the training until such time as he compldtssevalua-

teachers, community members and many others, ey long
endorsed these programs with letters, through talds on it,
and through their desire to have their childreretplrt in the
programming. Reading Recovery is not taken for fg@nand
has become something that our elementary schoalst am,
and it is becoming an integral part of their edioscatind edu-
cation system. Never before has it been so importanour
system we now have over 800 students on IEPs. $6them
for behavioural reasons, some of them academicyr&our
classes have upwards of 20 students. The earlghdod de-
velopment index indicated that 38 percent of oudshts were
at risk. That’s a tremendous task for teachers.

These two programs have allowed for one-on-onetost
tion for the students so they are able to catclang close the
gap, in terms of reading, literacy, ability and fidence to in-
teract in a classroom, and the gains have beerrkabia.

| would ask the minister if we indeed are goindpéotrain-
ing more instructors this year and, if so, how nfa@an we
continue to ensure the parents in our schools ahaiur ele-
mentary schools will offer Reading Recovery anderelrer
and whenever possible, Wilson Reading? Will we iooet to
strive to ensure that Wilson Reading is offerediltoof those
students who are at risk and in need of these re@based,
research-based programs that have been very stid@ess

Hon. Mr. Kent: | think we spoke about what's hap-
pening before in the fall sitting of the Legislauwturing Edu-
cation debate. Both of those programs are curreifgred to
our students, of course, but are being evaluatethfr effec-
tiveness.

I know I've spoken on a number of occasions, battire
floor and outside of the Chamber, with the Memlmeriayo-
Tatchun about the need for evaluation and makimg s of-
fer a suite of programs that meets the very divaesals of our
students who are on IEPs and particularly those veupire
more intervention and assistance. Those prograestarently
offered and are currently being evaluated. I'llHdorward to
reporting back to the House and to Yukon residentshe re-
sults of that evaluation and what we can do to engwe pro-
grams we offer meet the needs of our students antlave a

tion. A number of schools and students count anldt; a num-
ber of parents count on it.

It's just not possible for all teachers who arecteéag pri-
mary school to deliver the kind of programming tiebeing
delivered through Reading Recovery and Wilson Readi
Those teachers have been trained, sometimes owverate
years, to recognize situations where there are gagsspecifi-
cally teach to those gaps, to encourage the studehtlevelop
the competence and confidence to function in aleegtlass-
room. It's not possible for all teachers to repicghat in a
classroom situation. That's not that our teachees’acompe-
tent, it's that there is a limit to what they castamplish. | re-
member a situation but we'll talk about it at aresthtime. |
think it is just so important that those progranmtmue. |
would encourage the minister to ensure that theitig occurs
next year so that while the evaluation is goingwmnare not
left trying to catch up and having a lag time obtwthree or
four years before we get back into it.

This department has invested considerable resquines
money and volunteer time to build up a system.t’ not
maintained, it will be very difficult to get thatbk.

| mentioned the ECDI report — early childhood deyel
mental index — and it indicated that 38 percenbuf students
are at-risk. | know that the department has lodakedlansitions
and one of the programs they developed was Steppiag
Kindergarten. It was initiated in May 2010 and otlee next
five years new assessment and intervention todldwiavail-
able at all schools.

Could the minister please give me an update orStep-
ping into Kindergarten initiative?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, | know that the member op-
posite recognizes the importance of evaluationh\Wspect to
Reading Recovery and Wilson Reading, while thosgnams
continue | think it's always important to evaluabtem for ef-
fectiveness and ensure that they're helping theesits. If there
are students that neither of those programs péatlgiassist —
I know I've spoken to principals in some rural solsowhere
perhaps one of those programs isn’'t as effectivié esuld be.
So they're perhaps looking at different opportustihere.
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As mentioned — and | know the member opposite apprecurrently missed face of the NDP caucus. She hes bat on

ciates this — evaluation is key and ongoing evabuat key to
our programs. We certainly want to make sure thelftevad-
dressing the needs of those students with speeiedis) can
assist them in their learning and help them bectiveeitizens
that we know they can be and reach their potential.

With respect to some of the early learning initie§ and
the questions asked by the member opposite, menibe¢he
Legislature know that the Department of Health &utial
Services currently has responsibility for the afyem birth to
kindergarten — so, really, birth to approximatelgeab —
learning opportunities, so at the Department of dation we
have seconded one of our officials to Health andigder-
vices to come up with a plan. It's a great parthigrshat ex-
tends down from the ministerial level through tlemisr offi-
cials, and this initiative is underway there. Peghance that
work is done, there will be an opportunity for osréport back
to the House. Perhaps the Minister of Health andab&er-
vices will have some more details on the initisgithat are
underway when we start his department later onytoda

The other initiative that we currently have in Edtion is
called “Learning Together”. It is something thatshaeen pi-
loted over the past number of years at SelkirkeStEemen-
tary School and has been quite successful. Thera aumber
of other jurisdictions that do similar programs.

It is really an opportunity for parents, guardiascare-
givers to attend a session with their child, tareany number
of things before they start school, from helpingdm home-
work to proper nutrition, and a number of differeagpects
about what it's going to take on the home frontassist that
child as he or she makes their way through theipugahool
system.

I'm very excited to report that in this current lged, and
as part of my mandate letter and our platform cameint, we
did commit to expanding Learning Together to otkemnools.
This year, similar programs will be offered in tb@mmunities
of Watson Lake and Pelly Crossing. Those are the ¢dam-
munities that we picked because we really wantetioogt into
the communities where there are some challengesreath
those families where we know we can hopefully makeeal
and measurable difference in assisting them as kbep their
children engaged through the public school years faiping
them adapt to the different aspects of school. htioeed a
couple of things: nutrition, helping with homewaakd basic
functions. There are a number of other initiatitlest they un-
dertake there.

an injury. We were hopeful that when we saw heayothat
she was back, but she is not going to be backviile. We're
happy that she has dropped in today.

Applause

Mr. Tredger: The Stepping into Kindergarten pro-
gram was highlighted in the 2010-11 annual repbrjust
wanted a bit of an update on that. Another item kghklighted
in the 2010-11 annual report; | have not seen artem it, but
it states, “During the 2010-11 school year the depant
started preliminary work on a Resiliency Initiativeed by Dr.
Wayne Hammond, the work will continue during thel 2.2
school year to deliver a resiliency survey to ald@ 3-12 stu-
dents. The information from this survey will helpueators
focus programming on social-emotional learning @novide
information to inform the Rural Strategy.”

That was taken from the annual report.

| believe that survey cost over $100,000 — maybe th
minister could confirm that. It was a community-bdsurvey.
It was to include an action plan, and one of thsilts was to
determine community vulnerability. | know, in taikj to some
of the schools and some of the communities, thikgdaabout
how every student, every kid, would end up with ebody
they could go to if they were in trouble. The syrveas done
and the communities were involved — at least, idvel all of
them were. Can the minister report on the resiithai survey
and whether or not there was any follow-up with stedents
and communities that took the survey? That wouldplmper
— people take part and dispense information, scetsbould
be some follow-up.

Can he tell me how it has informed part of the Irgteat-
egy and whether there have been any evaluatiorectons
taken from the survey?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | don't have that level of detail, and
apologize to the members of the Legislature. | hinge2011-
12 annual report with me. | don't have the 2010ahé.

When it comes to the social-emotional learning, gan
find on page 4 of the 2011-12 annual report thatdbe of the
support practices that factor into the main frameéwvoontinu-
ally contributing to its overall strength. Whencibmes to so-
cial-emotional learning, it's designed to foster educational
environment based on emotional health by buildilegsroom
communities, providing emotional literacy instractiand fos-
tering teacher wellness. It is my understanding that is one
of the key aspects that has led into the rurategsadevelop-

We have been very encouraged with what has been hament.

pening at Selkirk Street Elementary School withitfigal pro-
gram and look forward to introducing it this yearthe com-
munities of Watson Lake and Pelly Crossing withege to
expand it beyond those communities at some poinhénfu-
ture.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson:
islative Assembly to welcome to the Legislature Ben
Leschart and her husband Bob. Denise is the muadland

But as far as the detailed questions that the meozo-
site asked, | can endeavour to get back to hinhoset

Mr. Tredger: | would like to talk a little bit about
school busing. | would like to thank the ministedaecognize
that the school bus company now sends a mini-bysctoup
children at Gentian Lane for Golden Horn Elemen&aiiool.

I know that my colleague, the Member for Copperbelt

I'd like to ask the Members of the Leg- South, received many calls from parents with safetycerns

related to their children being bused to and frowa intersec-
tion of Gentian Lane and the Alaska Highway. I'madjlthat
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these concerns were heard, and the bus now goes @entian
Lane. | thank the minister and the departmentdsponding to
that.

| do have another question about busing. At onetpoi
there was talk about using the city bus systematasport high
school students to and from their classes. | knoevrhinister
was looking into it, or said he would look into i that cur-
rently happening? Are high school students beisged a bus
pass? Are they able to use the city bus systerareowe con-
tinuing to run a dual system in our town? Finadle there any
plans in the future for running a single bus systemhigh
school students?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to the Gentian Lane is-
sue, | know there were obviously a couple of oarasiwhere
there were some safety concerns with the bus $teret I'd
like to thank departmental officials, particulatije Deputy
Minister of Education and our director of finanée; coming
up with a solution working with our busing servipeovider
that now works — an interim solution for the balaraf this
year. We have asked the Department of HighwaysRFariic
Works to get out there this summer once the snoltsraad do
an assessment of a safer pull-off for those stsdedto are
coming from Gentian Lane and are accessing theobuthe
highway.

Again, a big thank you to department officials fmting
swiftly. | know they have received nothing but piog remarks
and letters from area residents about the inteoiotisn, which
is for a smaller bus, | believe, to go down andktudents up
at the ends of their individual driveways.

A number of solutions were explored and this wasdhe
we came up with, and | applaud the officials anel $lervice
provider for coming up with that.

When it comes to the city transit aspects thatntleenber
opposite asked about, we have run two pilot progrémough
the environmental stewardship program at the Dapart of
Education. There is a coordinator who looks afteviren-
mental stewardship. It offers free public trangsisges to high
school students to encourage a more sustainablenaaity,
and my understanding is that many of the studemjtsyet be-
cause of the independence they get when they e dwn
bus pass. | think this year more than 100 bus passze
handed out to students at a variety of high schaalgicularly
F.H. Collins and Vanier Secondary schools. A cougflestu-
dents attending the Individual Learning Centre heseeived
bus passes as well.

With respect to the pilot programs for the tranmisses,
we look forward to continuing them and eventualBrimps
getting to a point where, with the city’'s new losgstem, we
can maximize the number of students who use cégsit. |
know there is a tender out that closes very shdutythe
Whitehorse-area school busing. It does providetlier intro-
duction of public transit for high school studeirtsthe event
that Yukon Education decides to implement that. again,
over time, as | mentioned, it's hoped that bett®e of public
transit will reduce our busing costs for high sdhstadents, as
well as reduce the environmental impact that busiogrs.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for that. It does in-
deed seem like a win-win situation all around anebuld cer-
tainly support it, as would teachers, students pawents I've
talked to — would support working with the city develop a
system that is economical and more functional.

I'd like to talk a little bit about YNTEP, the Yukonative
teacher education program, which was originallyigtesd in
conjunction with Yukon First Nations. It was recoggd that a
lot of our teachers were not First Nation; in fary few were.
| believe at the time it began, there was less tivam percent.
The program was successful to a large extent ingdthiat, but
the numbers are still only about 10-percent Firatidh teach-
ers in our school system. The program was quitectffe; it
produced a number of very fine teachers and gradstey've
contributed a lot to our school system.

I must say I'm proud of any involvement I've eveach
with YNTEP and proud of the YNTEP grads that wereour
school. | would like to commend the people of Carksa the
Department of Education and the Tantalus Schoohusex |
believe that at Tantalus School the majority ofcheas are
YNTEP grads. That's pretty exciting to see and é&dremely
exciting for the communities.

There was a lot of concern when the intake wasppostd
for a year. | heard in our briefings that the pkato have intake
again in the fall. | do have a number of questiditse recent
review had six recommendations and, while the @nogis
taking students again, we have heard that the YNiewiew
will also be continuing. I'm wondering if that rew will in-
volve First Nations and what format that would taleeit gov-
ernment to government or would it be governmer@Yé¢-N —
Department of Education to Council of Yukon Firsatins?
How are the First Nations being involved?

I'm also concerned that over the years the numbé&iiret
Nation seats was down and | wondered what is beorg to

One of the programs that the Department of Eduecatioencourage more buy in from prospective students fald

stepped up this past spring break and funded vadaiver train-
ing program for students at the Teen Parent Centre.

| know that it has been run one or two years prasiig
but they were having some funding difficulties abdvas a
pretty easy decision for us to fund that prograsit &as really
made a difference in the lives of those young sitgle- those
young mothers — when they're trying to balance gdm high
school and raising a child. | know they were mqggiraciative.
It's certainly something that we in the DepartmehtEduca-
tion, along with a couple of community groups, llidee,
stepped up and funded to allow that independence.

them to transition from our high schools into YNTEPguess
I'm asking the minister if he could provide me gmdate and
assure us that strong cadre, the First Nation @lltomponent
— the supportive cadre that developed in each dnihase
grades or each one of those years’ cohorts — \wifitinue
under the new system. What are our expectationafikijou.
Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to the Yukon native

teacher education program, yes, there was a suepeoisthe
intake, as the member opposite referenced, anddliege has
confirmed they will be accepting first-year studeohce again
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for classes beginning in September 2013, after onatyear
pause to conduct a program review.

There were a number of recommendations that wediema

and, over the next four to five years, the prognaith work
with the University of Regina and other partnersl atake-
holders to build a new teacher education prograat'side-
signed with a Yukon lens in mind — a made-in-Yukeacher
education program.

With respect to the way the First Nations are being
gaged: of course we're engaging First Nations ds. tRased
on those recommendations from the external revibe,col-
lege created a review action committee with Firatibh mem-
bership to determine the purpose, goal and visfoa t@acher
education program in Yukon. I'm not on this comesttand
I'm not sure if there are any First Nation chiefsi but there
is First Nation involvement. I'll find out what lev it is,
whether it's officials or whether it's at the patitl leadership
side of things.

I know that during my time at the last Council ofikon
First Nations Leadership meeting, Yukon College gaious
enough to let me jump the queue. Right after, tlidya presen-
tation on a number of initiatives that they are emaking.

Some of the immediate changes to the program drg go
to include advanced courses for the teaching odingaand
shifting from courses that focus on the techniggdraach of
how to teach to courses that address a more ppiosa ap-
proach, such as: “What does it mean to be a teatHérhat
makes a good teacher?” “What biases does one miaghe
classroom?”

Another recommendation of the review is that thegpsam
will be integrated into the college’s governanagmanistrative
and academic structures. Other review recommendatce to
gradually expand program options, share respoitgilidr the
cultural and linguistic component of the Yukon belon of
education program, campaign to raise the teachsratidn
profile and establish a transition committee tosider the re-
view’s recommendations.

With respect to the internal work with the Depantinef
Education, the director of human resources is gamtp speak
to this year's graduates. He will talk about theidiew proc-
ess and resumé writing and preparing them to eheevork-
force.

| thank the department and the director of humaouees
for taking that task on as we prepare those stadenttransi-
tion into the workforce.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his update. Ex-
periential learning is of increasing importanced awe've
talked about it; the minister has acknowledgedhi& depart-
ment has acknowledged it; First Nations are looKogit; re-
search has substantiated that.

We do have Wood Street in Whitehorse, and it doesrader-
ful job of involving students.

I wonder if the minister has any updates on exp&gk
learning programs. He mentioned a hub, perhapsob@ar-
macks and maybe an expansion to Wood Street C8nlreol.
How is the minister intending to involve more teaxshthrough
professional development to give them the skilk satd sup-
port to be able to take their classes on tripdeamble to in-
volve their classes on experiential projects withi@ classroom
to extend that, as well as perhaps a centre oa@epb bring
students to, where model teaching may occur, waeperien-
tial activities may be planned?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | think there are a number of things
when it comes to experiential learning — we havenedre-
mendous success stories. Of course, there is ttheCiw ex-
periential education project. The Vuntut Gwitchiinsk Nation
released curriculum and resource materials in @ctob2012
that were developed for the project, and Yukon Etioo is
sharing this with all of our schools. Many will knahe back-
ground. | was able to travel with the Chair of Coittee of the
Whole to Old Crow in September for the launch dithboat.
They are very excited and have since been invitak lup by
the Chief of Vuntut Gwitchin to travel down to thamp. I'm
hoping to be able to take him up on that offer.

Some of the other aspects we're looking at withekpe-
riential learning opportunities, which, of courss, our re-
branding of the traditional field trips. We thinkat every op-
portunity that students have to leave the scha@o#siexperien-
tial learning opportunity.

As far as professional development goes, | knowrsgn-
ally witnessed two of the experiential learning rhioators at
the new teacher orientation held in August of jasr at Sel-
kirk Street Elementary School.

Perhaps there are some opportunities to introdooe of
those aspects at the teacher institutes. As tgrgmming and
agenda is finalized, that's something that we cak lat. One
of the things that we referenced earlier with respe the rural
hubs was a combination of grade 10 cohorts andgjimgna
larger student community together — or, pardon mee
grade-10 cohort from a variety of schools. The tha | refer-
enced would have been Carmacks, Pelly CrossingpMagss
River and Faro. | know work is still underway, duhink we
are close to getting that done and introducing thratader
learning community so that those students can sakentage
of experiential learning opportunities in differesdmmunities
throughout central Yukon.

One of the enabling aspects of a more coordinaikzhdar
is that we are able to do that and look to engaggests from
different schools; whereas before we had a numbdifferent
calendars that existed throughout the territory and;, with

Often there has been discussion about an expalientithe two common start dates, professional developmgpor-

learning centre. When I'm in the communities, tatkito vari-
ous teachers, they are looking for ways to fatditthat for
their own professional development, but also sotthey could
take their students to a centre or to a place whereuld be
developed. | know a number of communities wouldaiely
offer their community up as a centre for somethikg that.

tunities that didn’t previously exist with respéotexperiential
learning now exist, and we're looking forward t&itey advan-
tage of those and assisting Yukon learners with\amiety of
experiential learning opportunities in the currechool year
and in future school years.
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Mr. Tredger:
on that. Can the minister tell me whether the nunddield
trips or experiential learning opportunities takexar over year
have increased or decreased? Do we keep traclosé thum-
bers?

As well, if he could give me a brief update on iWeod
Street Centre School and measures being takewr@aige rural
involvement — and how is CHAOS doing this year?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'll endeavour to get the answers to
the questions asked on the floor here today. Vsipect to the
number of experiential learning opportunities, tear over
year comparison is a level of data | don’'t havehwite here
today. | can ask departmental officials to put tiogether. If it
exists, we'll get that data over to the member ajtpoand try
to do a comparison.

When we were talking yesterday about the Member
Pelly-Nisutlin’s motion about the establishmentaadual-credit
apprenticeship high school centre here in thetéeyriand the
success of the Wood Street Centre, | referencezhdehce
numbers. They have some of the best attendanceerarhb-
cause I'm sure the programs they offer are in kigimand and
are application-driven and very popular. Studemts able to
access those from across the territory.

| noted in the paper that there is an upcoming dpmrse
at the Wood Street Centre School to talk about theigram-
ming and what they offer. | believe it might evemds soon as
next week, if not earlier. I'll have to confirm tlgate on that
for members and encourage anyone interested indatig that
school or learning more about the programming todgwn
there.

With respect to the CHAOS program, | don’t have apy
to-date information here with me today unfortungtélut per-
haps we can address that at another time or ifoné det the
opportunity, | can provide that information and @pdate to
members at a later time.

Mr. Tredger: As the minister knows, on-call substi-
tute teachers are not considered “teachers” umedtducation
Labour Relations ActThey also aren’t considered “govern-
ment employees” under thHeublic Service ActThey have no
job security; they don’t get employee benefitsytheen’t cov-
ered by insurance; their pay scale is at the botibthe barrel;
but they're expected to be available on short eotitienever
needed.

On-call, casual substitute teachers still do nethhe op-
tion of joining a union. In arEducation Actreview several
years ago — | believe it was in 2006 — one of ta@mmen-
dations was that on-call teachers be given emplstaes. Any
school principal could give the minister an eardiblout how
hard it is to get reliable substitute teachers ooresistent basis,
especially those with teacher certification and lifjaation,
because they don’t have decent working conditions.

I'm sure the minister has heard of the value stuisti
teachers provide to our school system. Each daydtep into
a classroom, they take charge of anywhere fronoZDt chil-
dren and work with them in a strange environmenénsure
that learning takes place, to ensure that the tegdans are
followed. They deal with students on IEPs. They stimes

for

Just another couple of quick questionsdeal with violent students. They deal with situatiowhere

students sometimes feel it’s a holiday becausestizea substi-
tute teacher there, yet they perform marvelously.

They do our school system an incredible service \aed
owe them our thanks and we owe them our supportoWwe
them whatever we can do to ensure that they amgnézed as
valuable employees. | was a little disappointed mwine Edu-
cation Actamendments were brought forward and no mention
was made of teachers on call, or substitute teacher

What is the minister doing to address this inequiburely
we can't let the status quo continue until the totorce us to
make a change. They have ruled in eastern Canatidhag
have forced the government there to make a chasgthis
minister waiting for a court case before he movewith he do
the right thing and enact legislation now?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to this issue, the Yukon
Teachers Association brought it to my attentiorthia fall. |
believe it was in November, perhaps even late Gxteb |
would have to go back and look. But | recognize itheor-
tance of substitutes in the public school systerhénterritory.
Of the 397 substitute teachers we have — just by efan-
formation for members — 188 of them do not posselsache-
lor's degree; 75 of them have a bachelor's dedveenot re-
lated to teaching, and a further 134 of them aréfiesl teach-
ers. Perhaps that will provide some context forntakeup of
our substitute teacher force when it comes to thekwhey do
throughout the territory.

There is a process for legislative changes. We havem-
ber of acts that are in the queue right now fomgea The act
that the member opposite references isEHdecation Labour
Relations Act Under the provisions of that act, persons em-
ployed on a relief, casual or substitute basisnateconsidered
employees and are therefore excluded from YTA bangg
and the YTA collective agreement. | have asked Yukduca-
tion staff to bring forward a recommendation for tageview,
so that we can put that into our process and sem Wie earli-
est time would be that we can bring that forward.

But | should remind members that when it comesh® t
Education Labour Relations Adt,is the primary responsibility
of the Public Service Commission, so therefore rinister
responsible for the Public Service Commission &iflo have
to play an important part in these initial discossi when we
look to develop that.

Again, | know the member opposite asked if | woind
mediately table legislation and, of course, theetiior that has
passed in this sitting. Our Standing Orders onlyriielegisla-
tion to be tabled within the first — | believe ifive days of the
sitting — so last Thursday would have been theltekthink
all members would agree that we have a full plakad of us.
We have a budget that’'s worth well over $1 billthat we look
forward to debating and each department receiviigahd fair
debate, as well as several pieces of legislatiothe-ones, of
course, that | as minister am personally respoadit, too, as
Minister of Education — amendments to teéucation Actas
well as theMovable Soccer Goal Safety Aeind then my re-
sponsibility as minister responsible for the Yukblousing
Corporation and the changes to Hheusing Corporation Act.
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| know there are three other pieces of legislatidiglieve,
that other ministers are bringing forward, so op tf that,
there is a supplementary budget on which we stéidhto have
dialogue.

Again, just circling back to including substituteisder the
YTA collective agreement: | know this is an impartéssue for
the Yukon Teachers Association that was raised| aeen-
tioned, in a letter in the fall, but it was alscobght up at a
meeting that | recently had with the president lié t¥ukon
Teachers Association and two of her senior advidtsssome-
thing that | know is important to them and it's ionfant to me
that we give full and fair consideration to theaeenendation.
I look forward to reviewing it when Yukon Educatiamd the
Public Service Commission have been able to da therk
and get that in front of our caucus and Cabinetdarew.

Mr. Tredger: The minister referenced a New Hori-
zons literacy strategy. Can he talk a little bibatthat and how
such projects will reach out to rural communitiesparticular,
and how it fits into an overall strategy?

What core funding will be provided to the variousnn
governmental organizations that are currently iwedl in
bringing literacy to our adults and students?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member for that question.
The development of a new literacy strategy herhénterritory
is long overdue. There have been many changesifiahl of
literacy since the creation of tf901 Yukon Literacy Strategy
for adults — I believe that was the title of thacdment.

We're committed to supporting literacy as a priptite-
cause literacy is a fundamental building block fearning.
With respect to the new literacy strategy, we'reking to set
strategic direction for early childhood, kindergarto grade 12
and adults.

As such, we have worked closely with the Departnodnt
Health and Social Services as they're responsilol¢hfe early
childhood aspects. In December 2012, the DepartmieBtu-
cation, in partnership with the Department of Healhd Social
Services, hosted the New Horizons Education Surtirait fo-
cused on literacy. The opening event was attengietido Min-
ister of Health and Social Services and me, as waglithe
Member for Mayo-Tatchun. It highlighted a numbettof new
technology aspects and other things that we are tabktake
advantage of when it comes to storytelling andditg. Impor-
tant work was done beyond that opening day — tipahing
evening and into the next day. What that summitledsto is
the creation of the Yukon literacy strategy andicectplan
working group, which includes participation by age of liter-
acy stakeholders including Yukon government depants) the
NGOs, First Nations, Yukon College and the busirtesamu-
nity. This working group is responsible for the dimpment of
a new literacy strategy and action plan and the date is
January 2014. It will reflect the many changesha field of
literacy since the creation of the original strgtegd it's going
to be a driving force behind the government’s effdo prepare
adults in Yukon for training and employment oppaities.

That was the 2001 strategy. What we're looking égyain,
is a comprehensive and inclusive strategy and magilan to

come out of this. I'll look forward to releasingathafter its
development. Again, that due date is January 0201

Mr. Tredger: Just a quick question on financial liter-
acy. Is the government considering offering anyning in
financial literacy to high school students? Thigetyof curricu-
lum has been recommended by experts in the finkinciastry
and | believe the minister opposite referenced dree point as
being valuable to our students.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Numeracy, of course, and that finan-
cial literacy piece will play an important part the develop-
ment of the new strategy and action and implemiemtgtians.

I know the gentleman who spoke at the start ofNlegv
Horizons summit in December spoke about entrepréeu
math and how that would have benefited him muchentban
the other types of math that are currently offefidtht was one
thing | didn’t have an opportunity to talk aboutsterday dur-
ing my time speaking to the Member for Pelly-Nigu mo-
tion on the trades training. Many of those youndivitduals
taking trades training will end up owning their olnsiness
someday. They will go out on their own. | think \wgw many
young tradespeople — the Member for Takhini-Koplderg
mentioned that, had her career path not takenfereift route
in 2011, she would own a bakery today. Perhapsuaseoin
entrepreneurial math would have been beneficiahdp as it
would be for many of the other people who are ggttin-
volved in our trades training.

Again, financial literacy is one of the reasonst thiae of
the private sector individuals in particular wasyimvolved in
the literacy summit — Wendy Tayler from Alkan Aia$ been
talking to me about financial literacy training sinl became
the Minister of Education. | look forward to incamating those
ideas in this strategy and the action plan thaaweelooking to
have delivered to us in January 2014.

Mr. Tredger: Yukon student information system —
YSIS as it is known, usually with a few adjectivattached.
However, | understand that it is going to be repthcas the
company has quit offering support to it. It was L EBdriven
program. | have a couple of questions around thlcement,
in the hopes that we don’t make the same mistakdithe that
we did with YSIS.

Will the information needed be cross-referencech lite
Auditor General’s report to ensure that the iteims tlepart-
ment agreed to and the Auditor General asked ayesigd that
we follow are indeed the information that will batlered
through that system? Will there be staff involvemienchoos-
ing of the system? Will there be Yukon modificasamade so
that it does indeed meet our needs? Will staff theeconsid-
ered when choosing a system? YSIS was an incredésteand
on teachers’ time, and it wasn't effective in mavays.

So are these things being considered? How are g go
about choosing a replacement? When can we expew se-
sults from that? | guess the last part of that Wdaé to ensure
that teachers and staff aren’t caught unaware. fiegas very
stressful. Teachers do what we would call “perfarosa
evaluations” three times a year on their studebsnetimes in
the high school that’s several hundred studentg'riheloing
performance evaluations for. You can imagine th@warh of
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work and the amount of time. | know in elementaciicol —
the home room teachers, at least — don’t have @stenany
students — up to 20, maybe 25; | believe 21 isntlagt — but
each one of those performance evaluations threestienyear,
each one taking upward of an hour. One can imatjiee
amount of time that teachers put into the systemit'S in-
credibly important that any reporting system we ehavorks
with the teachers to ease the burden — to makasitee for
them to get a report that parents and studentsusarno de-
velop the child’'s education.

Could the minister share some of his thoughts MSES

man resources. | know that for a lot of criticishe tcurrent
system has taken, it is providing us with very ubefata —
data that was asked for by the Auditor Generaldatd such as
the attendance figures that | was able to preserg karlier
today in response to a question raised by the Meiffolédlon-
dike.

Just before | sit down, | would like to take thepopunity
to thank those educators — those teachers whouaithere —
for their patience with the system and for stickimigh it and
for using the helpline and even for the departmestetf who
were involved in it. As | said, it was one of tlog ttopics when

replacement — what is being done — and assure rat thl was doing my initial tour. Kudos to those teachéar their

teachers and administrators are being involvedhéndevelop-
ment?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When | was doing my initial school
tours, particularly in rural Yukon, YSIS was onethé things
that was brought up by a number of educators. Waatin the
spring of 2012, and perhaps even into the falttke Ibit, but |
did most of the rural school tours then.

One of the first things | would like to say is thlé student
information system is providing us with some vesgiul data.
The data I've referenced on attendance came frons.YE
know we're getting accurate data out of the exgsthystem.
Some of the bugs are coming out of it; some of tleeensys-
temic and some are related to some of the coniityciispects.

We've had discussions at senior levels with Nortstele
about some of the connectivity issues, particulanyrural
Yukon. When | was in Ross River, for instance, ¢herere
some significant challenges — and some challengésityvn
Watson Lake as well. We're working to address #rat work-
ing with Northwestel to do that.

Pearson School Systems will be decommissioningtine
rent YSIS, and it will need to be replaced by e@W16. The
B.C. Ministry of Education has sent out a requestpfoposals
for a new student information system that can bed uscross
British Columbia and hopes that the vendor of tat be se-
lected by 2013. The Yukon has been included onr¢heest
for proposals with British Columbia, and therefaannot ap-
proach vendors until the selection process is cetapl

We're kept informed about the specifications foe 8.C.
system, and we’ll review the choice made for corbyday and
functionality in the territory. However, we interid select a
student information system that addresses our enitgeds.
Although we’'re included on the RFP with B.C., weldore the
opportunity, | believe, to choose the B.C. systemclooose
independently. The one thing | should mention, tiufor
members is that building a system from the groymistsome-
thing that is much too costly. It wouldn’t be cestective, so it
will have to be a system that is in existence.

This spring, a committee of stakeholders will meets-
sess the strengths and weaknesses of the currsteinswand
determine requirements for any new student infoionasys-
tem. We look forward to including all of our relexgpartners
in education, when it comes to the use of thisesyst

Costs we'll need to consider include the systemifitén-
cluding the possibility of hosting the informatien or where
it's to be hosted — implementation and trainingtsand hu-

patience, understanding and commitment to helpstpypro-
vide the data that we need so we can make souridiatex
when it comes to programming or increasing the @Enogning
for students, or addressing some of the outcomeshenthings
we need to do to improve those outcomes for oufestts.

Mr. Tredger: I thank the minister for his comments
on YSIS.

Yukon is represented by the Minister of Educatiorihe
Council of Ministers of Education, Canada — CMECe'W¢
been a member for quite some time. One of the shigt
comes out of CMEC is the Pan-Canadian Assessmegtadm
— PCAP. This is an assessment program that asseeses
competencies in reading, math and science. Yukanbegn
doing this for either 12 or 15 years — somewherthare. We
have 12 to 15 years of data. This gives us a stiodigator
territory-wide and nationally where we stand inatin to
other jurisdictions.

It gives us some information in how we’re doingibaly
in core competencies, as | mentioned, in readingthnand
science. That data is invaluable when we’re lookih¢he per-
formance of our students. While we haven't alwagse as
well as we would hope in that, the data has promfatmation
and it has directly shown how we do. | believe kidils are no
less competent or less skilled than students iergjtrisdic-
tions and can compete. Rather than do away witlfP@&P —
or Pan-Canadian Assessment Program — we shoulzbking
at how we can improve our students’ performance.

Does the minister intend to do away with PCAP?liebe
| read that somewhere. If he is, is he replacingiih some-
thing?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | should let members know that
Yukon was the only one of the three northern terigs that
participated in the PCAP — or the Pan-Canadian #ssent
Program.

The member is correct in what he referenced aasavhat
it assesses. What | can inform members of the Hisuhat for
the current year and the 2013-14 school year, we Hacided
to suspend the PCAPs at that time. We won’t bemvgithem.
The results of the 2010 PCAPs confirmed what w@etted.
We have a number of top performing students whohagkly
successful but we do fall behind the rest of Canatian we
look at the number of students who are struggli®g.what
those results reflect is a need for some focusadnphg. The
department’s strategic plan, which was developea bygriety
of stakeholders and partners in education, is pipais on the
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right path for success for each learner, so werejlisit it. It is
suspended now.

One of the new things, as | think members knowtha
with the Yukon achievement tests, we have gone filoenAl-
berta-based testing to a British Columbia-basetinggsl be-
lieve that the Alberta-based testing was grades &)d 9 and
the results — they were often written late in Mayd ahere
were some challenges. | talked to a number of &rach be-
lieve that the Member for Klondike and | spoke ahibie need
for YATs and some of the challenges in keeping estisl en-
gaged toward the end of the school year.

We didn’t get the results until the following schoear.
With the British Columbia grade 4 and grade 7,this year in
particular, we're able to take advantage of a cewdlthings:
one of them is year-over-year performance for ttatgdents in
grade 3 last year and the students in grade 6/éastwho are
now writing the grade 4 and grade 7 results, andigly the
testing is done earlier. When | was touring somghefschools
earlier this year, they were writing YATs. | wastime Teslin
School actually and the students were writing sarhehe
YATs. The YATs have already been written; the rissate in
and teachers are able to help students improveeisame year,
S0 it's a very positive aspect of moving to BritiSblumbia. It
made a lot of sense to me, since we follow thei#riColum-
bia curriculum as well, for us to adapt their eqlént testing
for this type of thing.

With respect to the PCAPs, we’ve temporarily susigein
them. We'll revisit and take a look at participatim 2015-16,
but we're getting some good results and some moreyt re-
sults from the current Yukon achievement tests.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his response.
It's unfortunate that we're walking away from 15aye of lon-
gitude data that gives us a mark. There are someecos with
the move from the Alberta 3, 6 and 9 based on ctenges in
Alberta to the 4 and 7 which is a curriculum-basgdm. When
it is done in February they're halfway through ar@wlum. |
realize there is something to be said on both siolgsin terms
of a teacher trying to prepare the students tdhgeh ready, the
grade 4 and the grade 7 ones would cover the alunc for
that year. When it is written in February, they nwaiymay not
have covered that by the time the test comes. Beciais cur-
riculum-based it doesn’t — like the PCAP or the éta test,
which | questioned as well. | have many concerrmitih.

Again, we have longitudinal data over a long perafd
time that allows us to see any improvement or aeasathat
we need to improve. It's important that we consithés when
we are changing testing and testing styles.

Further to that, | noted in the annual report tBat. pro-
vincial exams no longer offered optional exams Bo€. and
Yukon students. What is the minister doing to eeghat stan-
dards in these courses are the same across Yukenthat
there isn't a common exam? Or perhaps there isw&revork-
ing with in-servicing teachers to develop a Yukoitlevexam
in these optional courses with common expectatidkibat has
been done to assist teachers who are teaching tpdEmal
exams and help them prepare to properly assessthdents?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to the B.C. provincial
exams — the optional ones now — while | don’t batieve
have common exams currently for the Yukon, thera om-
mon curriculum. One of the enabling aspects ofdbemon
start dates will be some common professional dgveémt for
teachers from across the territory. We are looKorgvard to
bringing that in and watching that grow in the coqiyears,
with the doubling of the non-instructional time th&e have for
our professional educators. When it came time toarewvay
on the Yukon achievement tests, I've heard positiviags
from a number of teachers. | think the most disagpd indi-
viduals were students in grades 3 and 6 last yeeause they
had to write the grades 4 and 7 YATSs this yeas. ititeresting
to travel to a community and see a student in gatsl you
that they are stressed out — that’s pretty intargst— but |
could sympathize with them. | think the memberight —
there are arguments on both sides. We certainlyeajgie the
fact, as | mentioned in my previous answer, thatttsts are
written and the results are in right now.

We look forward to helping those students reachsydar-
ing the school year, before the summer holidaystaedsum-
mer slide continues, where we spend a lot of tiatehing up
in the early part of the following year. Again, thvaas one of
the downsides to the Alberta-based model, in thatresults
would come in the following year, and we weren’keaio catch
up on some of the learning outcomes right away.

With common curriculum for the tests and common- pro
fessional development opportunities and the pasitigpects
that come with the B.C.-based assessments in lgeguds and
mathematics, we’re able to get a good read. | sheal, as |
mentioned in my previous answer — just to correetrhember
opposite — we haven’'t abandoned the PCAPs; we\@ su
pended the use. We'll review it and evaluate it tale a look
at re-introducing those tests in 2015-16. Justdoclear, we
haven't walked away or abandoned them, we’ve jsiporar-
ily suspended them while we look to adapt to theHeer
achievement tests in changing from Alberta to BitColum-
bia.

Mr. Tredger: Council of Ministers of Education,
Canada — CMEC — recognized a need to assess hostwwur
dents were doing and what was happening in terntiseif use
of information technology. Last year, the interoatl commu-
nication and Internet literacy skills assessmens dane as a
pilot project at Porter Creek Secondary School. d$sessment
tool, provided to target grade 8 students, asseabsedkills to
navigate the Internet, to critically analyze ddatasee whether
our children have the skills to be safe and to labkur use of
Internet data. All this data is important when dasig curricu-
lum and lessons and trying to ensure that our stsdere in a
safe and supportive environment even when theyragevir-
tual environment.

Can the minister share the report from that assesshast
year and let us know whether the tool will be usg¢dther
schools or whether this was a one-shot opporturlitigBow
that CMEC has it out and it is used in many judidns on an
annual basis. Are there any plans for Yukon Edooatdo do
s0?
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Hon. Mr. Kent: | don’t have a copy of the report or
the other information that the member opposite estg) but
I'll take a look and see if department officialsncaccess that
and, if they can, I will provide it to members ogjie.

Mr. Tredger:
date about training of teachers in English as enkghlanguage
or what supports are being provided to the schoblsre there
are a number of students, and whether there ighayght to
that rollout to schools where it isn’t as prevalent where
they're not as many but where there are a fewWkwe are
doing some things for the schools where the mgjaft stu-
dents are in ELL, but what about those where tlzeeconly
one or two? How is that being coordinated in thpadnent
and how is it working?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
learners and programming issues and plans by thartheent,
Education provides many supports to the increasimgber of
English language learners who make the Yukon hdrhere
are approximately 200 identified ELL students oghlsh lan-
guage learner students in our schools, many of thernhe
Catholic school system here in Whitehorse, as nanjnem
come through the immigration nominee program fraoone
tries that are primarily Catholic — of course, wkekaow the
Filipino contribution to our territory and everytly they've
done.

A committee that includes school and departmerit &a
looking at the issues related to the programmirrgEioL stu-
dents and will be making recommendations for imprg\sup-
ports for students, teachers and parents. Yukorcdfun will
be establishing the British Columbia English sectamjuage
performance standards as the assessment tool tseuk for
ELL students in the spring of 2013, with professiodevelop-
ment in the fall. There has been a 0.5 FTE consuliapport
and two FTEs assigned to support ELL learners.omkwe’ve
added a number — | believe 17 — of paraprofessrthle
educational assistants this year, on top of thev22moved
from temporary to term in the first year of thisrthconsecu-
tive majority mandate of the Yukon Party governmértiere
have been some positive aspects taken there wloemmies to
assigning educational assistants. Of course, athimees know
that there are budgetary and resource restrictidres it comes
to this, and we’re doing our best to determinelibst way we
can support our students.

Can the minister provide us with an up-

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der, resuming general debate on Vote 3.

Mr. Tredger: I'm wondering if the minister could
give us an update on the status of the endowmels [or
Yukon College.

Hon. Mr. Kent: One of our platform commitments
was to provide land to Yukon College for the CerfidoreNorth-
ern Innovation in Mining — any buildings that woul re-
quired under that program — as well as potentiat|lfor a
new student residence. | know that last year thexr® interde-
partmental work being done on that initiative, asllvas pro-
viding perhaps more land to the college with respedheir

When it comes to English language long-term growth horizons and what they anticipater the

next number of years. So, while | had hoped that thork
would be completed last year, or perhaps last ta#, work
continues, and | don't have anything to reporti® House on
it as of yet. As soon as | do, | will make that gdpto the
House.

Mr. Tredger: Last year there was an effort to reduce
the number of long-term, seconded teachers workinghe
Department of Education. There was some suggesttidimit
their secondment to three years. The secondeddaesadh have
an effect on schools, as they are replaced by teampteach-
ers. That means when there is a seconded teattsdr,re-
placement is a temporary teacher in order to keapgosition
eventually open.

It was agreed that it was a step to reduce the eurob
temporary teachers as well as to ensure that thiéigs in the
department that were in a sense “permanent” woubdgerto
the Yukon Employees Union and therefore the passtiwould
be advertised. Could the minister give us an updatethe
status of that, the number of positions that aneectly sec-
onded from our schools and working in the departraed the
number of those seconded positions that have Imedirai posi-
tion for more than three years?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I don't have that level of detail that
the member opposite is looking for with me hereatodVe can
take a look if it's available and provide it ataédr date.

When it comes to the teachers, many of them angngger
in very important roles as curriculum consultarmd & a num-
ber of other important roles. I've heard from indivals, in-

There are English language learners summer cangts thcluding the Member for Klondike, that many of thaseéividu-

have been held the past two years by Yukon Edutafd-
vanced Education has entered into a contract Wwah\ulticul-
tural Centre to provide free language classes far adult
learners. There are a number of aspects that weaikéng on.
We are trying to maximize the amount of resourbas we can
with respect to English language learners and thgramming
issues and plans by the department. With that,llltwin the
floor over.

Chair: Would the members like a short break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair:
minutes.

als enjoy the professional development aspectsadf Whether
or not any work is undertaken as far as cappinghtiraber of
years that are available, it's something that weldt@ossibly
explore, but those individuals serve importantsole

One situation that was recently brought to my aitan
was an educator who was working with the Whole €Bibci-
ety and how important that is. We're endeavouriagwork
through that as well. There are no immediate thtaughound
capping it. Those professional development oppdiasare
appreciated by many teachers. They play importaesrin the

Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 department when it comes to curriculum developmamtong

other things.
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Mr. Tredger:
value of seconded teachers working in the depattrdenthe
minister referenced, it is a valuable professiah&elopment
opportunity. When those teachers return to thdioets, they
return with additional knowledge and are often vajorated
and of extreme value to the schools. The questiaa about
whether or not they are actually in seconded posti— what
should be seconded positions — and how long theyrathem
and how the staffing is done.

I'd like to move on to the Yukon nominee programdan
temporary foreign workers. The Member for CoppérBeluth
asked me to bring forward some ideas on temporamgign
workers. It has been of special interest to hee WDP Offi-
cial Opposition caucus is very interested in emguthat tem-
porary foreign workers and nominees are treatedyfaare
aware of their rights and are not exploited. Weehalso been
clear that these types of programs must not be teséower
wages and must not replace efforts to provide ntii®ing
and employment opportunities for equity-seekingugsoin the
Yukon.

My colleague, the MLA for Copperbelt South, hastien
the minister on several occasions about the nomameetem-
porary foreign worker programs, and I'd like tohkahe min-
ister — and she’d like to thank the minister — fis detailed
responses. In a July 18, 2012 letter to the MLACopperbelt
South, the minister indicated that there were 1,8@ign
workers who have come to the Yukon through theriEdem-
porary foreign worker program. The federal governtrem-
mitted to a review of the temporary foreign worl@ogram
after problems with a mine in B.C. and is condugtinconsul-
tation. According to the newspaper reports of thekiground
paper, circulated as part of the consultation, fedderal gov-
ernment said that an increasing number of emplogeraising
migrant workers to address long-term structurablabgaps
instead of meeting short-term needs.

A document prepared by Human Resources and Skills
velopment Canada — HRSDC — for the review of thege-
rary foreign worker program said “Some employers asing
the program as a substitute for necessary adjussnseich as
investments in capital and (re)-training workensadjustments
in wages.” According to the background paper, mtran
300,000 temporary foreign workers and 82,000 in-$killed
occupations resided in Canada in 2011 — triplelib® 000 a
decade ago. Was the minister or someone else fienvukon
part of this consultation? What is the Yukon'’s fiosiin terms
of the future of the program and is the Yukon'’s penary for-
eign work annex implemented? If so, is this avddaio the
public?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to Yukon'’s involvement
in the temporary foreign worker program — the rewend the
different aspects — the Assistant Deputy MinisteAdvanced
Education is our lead on that file. He or perhaptesignate,
when he is not available, has been involved innteetings. |
know he has been the main individual involved iat fhrogram
and any discussions with the federal government.

However, | had the opportunity to meet with the efied
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Canada, Mier

The question was not to question theKenney, when | was in Ottawa for Yukon Days in Fely.

We had a very good discussion about our temporamgign
worker annex and the fact that at the request tife@iship and
Immigration Canada, the Yukon was waiting for CiCpro-
vide feedback on moving forward with delivering olwkon’s
temporary foreign worker program based on the reviet the
member opposite referenced of the federal tempdiamgign
worker program that was underway. It is still urvday to my
understanding. That approach has allowed us tgrate rec-
ommended changes resulting from the review to dEtese
changes will result in a more effective programiviekd in
line with CIC’s direction.

Even though the review isn’t complete, it's my ursdend-
ing that we are ready to move to the next step withtempo-
rary foreign worker annex, and we're looking forddo doing
that. | know there’s a strong partnership in thekdtuwith the
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board. Tisat
something that allows us to work closely with inysand
immigration stakeholders in the development of float-year
pilot project administered by the Workers’ Compdiasa
Health and Safety Board. It helps ensure that eorpbrary
foreign workers work in a fair and safe environmértie rea-
son we are moving ahead prior to the completiothefreview
is the annex was targeting two of our main indastrour cor-
nerstone industries — the first being the tourisasditality
sector and the second being the resource exploratid min-
ing sector. That's why we're moving ahead. We'rgihg to
be able to have the annex in place in time for mofcthe re-
cruitment that needs to take place by our busiotessmunity
for the summer.

| again thank the federal minister for his attemtto this
matter when the deputy minister and | met with fE@nmd his
senior officials in Ottawa when we were down there.

Again, we're anxious to be able to provide human
sources to Yukon employers who need them throughath-

D nex, building, of course, on the success that we leajoyed

through the Yukon nominee program as well.

Mr. Tredger: The minister said that over 2011-12,
four complaints were brought to the department fivel em-
ployers were excluded from access to the prograam the
minister provide an update on the number of comggain
2012-13, and have there been any changes on hoplieoce
with the MOU is monitored and enforced?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'm just going to pull out one of the
briefing notes with respect to the Yukon nominesgpam and,
although | don’t have the exact number of compiimte can
certainly get that detailed data. | don’t have ittmme, so | was
able to provide that to the Member for Copperbaut8 by
way of correspondence over the summer. | thankfdrethat
letter and for allowing me sufficient time to ptdigether that
data and provide her with it. I'm pleased thatastbeen useful
for her in her role as critic for Advanced Educatio

When Yukon Education is made aware of possibleagafr
tions of the employment agreement — and this iseuride
nominee program, as we haven’'t implemented the deanp
foreign worker program annex here in the territgst. So
when we’re made aware of possible infractions efémploy-
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ment agreement signed between the governmentpoger,
and a Yukon nominee, staff do conduct an investgafThey
refer the parties to the appropriate agency or &aercement
action as the investigation dictates. In rare gasbsre serious
infractions are discovered, the department hasathkority to
revoke a worker's nomination or ban an employemfrthe

coming months to discuss this and other optiorimfyove the
Yukon YNP.”

What is the update? What is the committee’s plaimto
prove the Yukon nominee program? Is an independédwb-
cate position in the works or a possibility?

Hon. Mr. Kent: That option is still being investi-

program. The Yukon nominee program — as all membergated, as well as a scan of other jurisdictionsete what they

know and indeed all members of the Yukon busineskla-
bour communities know — helps to fill critical lalmoshort-
ages and helps to operate a business where staftaded.

Many businesses could not succeed without the werke
that are provided by the Yukon nominee program.efisure
the program’s continued success and to protectwarkers,
our nominees and our employers, the departmenttorsrthe
workplaces. Most issues are resolved before thegrhe seri-
ous problems, but we do have processes in pladeabwith
those more serious problems.

Mr. Tredger:
quired to advertise locally first. The ministerdobur office
that department staff has the authority to reqfrest employ-
ers their interview lists in order to probe whyartcular local
candidate was not accepted. How many times hasl¢part-
ment made this request of employers?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The level of detail that the member is
asking for is not something | have available to thedid have
that level of detail here | would have to make salérips
down with briefing books. | can commit to provideyanfor-
mation to the member. Perhaps the Member for Cdygjiter
South could request that through a letter to me later date,
such as she did after last year’'s budget debatiehvailowed
me to provide the information and get correct infation to
the member opposite.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his answer, and
| understand that for some of these questions hermothave
the information at hand, but | would request thadie forward
it when he does have it.

In light of complaints that came forward last yeae NDP
caucus asked whether an audit of the program wbeldon-
ducted. The minister said no and went on to say Qligzen-
ship and Immigration Canada plans to complete éurtbro-
gram evaluation of the provincial hominee prograacsoss
Canada in the future, which Yukon will participate My
question for the minister: Has the Yukon nomineegpam
been evaluated by Citizenship and Immigration Canadd is
the evaluation available to the public?

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my understanding that Citizen-
ship and Immigration Canada, with some of the emgrgs-
sues that surround the temporary foreign workegianm, is
conducting the review of that first, which | refeoed in an
earlier answer, and then at a later date will cohtloe review
of the provincial and territorial nominee programs.

Mr. Tredger:
there should be an advocate position for nominedst@mpo-
rary foreign workers, similar to the advocate fajured work-
ers. The minister wrote, “In terms of exploring iops for the
creation of an independent foreign worker advodaattice,
there are plans for the immigration strategy cortesitn the

Employers using the program are re-

We have also asked about whether

do. | know that Alberta has a position that exigi§ obviously,
more individuals who are in the program. When iimes to
assigning resources, we want to make sure we havieest use
of our resources and that there are partnershiproppties
with other delivery agencies or those types ofdghin

When we're looking into it, we're investigating amber
of different options. | spoke with the presidentioé Canadian
Filipino Association of the Yukon about this as wé&ll con-
tinue to keep that organization abreast as onbeofarger con-
tingents of nominees are Filipino nationals whagion into
Canadian citizenships.

Mr. Tredger: That concludes my questions for gen-
eral debate. | would like to take this opporturtibythank the
minister for his patience — and his officials. dtimportant to
me and to the people of Yukon that each budgetismussed
fully. As the minister is well aware, there are manings hap-
pening in Education and many very good things. lildike to
congratulate him and the Department of Educatianttieir
efforts and what they'’re doing for the childrentb& Yukon. |
encourage him to continue. Thank you.

Chair: Is there any further general debate?

We're going to start on page 8-6 with Education [Rup
Services operation and maintenance expenditures.

On Education Support Services

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Administration

Administration in the amount of $711,000 agreed to

On Corporate Services

Corporate Services in the amount of $3,129,000 edjte

On School Support Services

School Support Services in the amount of $4,160,000
agreed to

Education Support Services Total Operation and Main-
tenance Expendituresin the amount of $8,000,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information Technology Equipment and Systems in the
amount of $51,000 agreed to

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Education Support Services Capital Expenditures in the
amount of $51,000 agreed to

Education Support Services Total Expenditures in the
amount of $8,051,000 agreed to
Chair: We’'re going to move over to page 8-8, public
schools. Is there any general debate on publicadsho

On Public Schools

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Administration

Administration in the amount of $386,000 agreed to
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On Program Delivery

Program Delivery in the amount of $88,231,000 agree

On Learning Support Services

Learning Support Services in the amount of $9,88%,0
agreed to

On Student Support Services

Ms. White: Can | please get the original design cost?
How much is the cost of the new design? How much syent
on the original process up to this point?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the Member for Takhini-
Kopper King for the question. | think this was alsmmething
that was perhaps asked at the technical briefingylarch 28,

Student Support Services in the amount of $2,107,00s0 | do have the answer in front of me.

agreed to

On First Nations Programs and Partnerships

First Nations Programs and Partnerships in the amtoof
$1,750,000 agreed to

Public Schools Operation and Maintenance Expendi-
turesin the amount of $102,230,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — F.H. I
Secondary School Replacement

Mr. Tredger: Could | get a breakdown of that
amount, please?
Hon. Mr. Kent: | guess it's important for members to

know that this funding amount represents the améamnthe
original design for that construction schedule.aismembers
know, since setting the budget, the bids for thestwiction
contract have come in at 21 percent above the gowemt’s
pre-tender estimates. We have spoken at lengthues{®n
Period about the principles of fiscal responsipifind the rea-
sons why we’ve decided not to proceed with thegitesoncept
as tendered.

But | think it's very important for Yukoners andpesially
those involved with the F.H. Collins school comniynio
know that we remain committed to replacing the ggnhool
with a new core building design concept and usingesign
concept that has been constructed successfullyeandomi-
cally in other jurisdictions. | think one of thehetr important
aspects — and we addressed it briefly in Quest&niog today
— is that we don’t have to start from square orfeer€ was an
extensive consultation process and building adyisemmit-
tee process that came up with the core elementsama of
the — | don’t want to diminish them by calling thethis —
“wish-list” elements for the new school. We arergpto try to
incorporate those as best we can.

Many of the individuals who were involved with theild-
ing advisory committee that started in 2009 ark istvolved,
either working at the school, working in the depstt or even
some still on the school council. | especially th#mose on the
school council for their continued efforts on tlencil side of
the ledger. For those individuals who put a lohafd work and
effort into the building advisory committee at wiicials level
in the Department of Education, the Department wfhiways
and Public Works, the teachers, the principalstaadwo vice-
principals who were involved, we thanked them fbrtlaeir
work and let them know that we’re going to try tearporate
many aspects of what they wanted for a learningehiodthe
new design.

What this funding does reflect is the original céisiw re-
quirements, and it will be adjusted accordinglyves move
forward with the revised design over the coming then

The total expenditures to date for F.H. Collins are
$5,365,500, which are broken down as follows: f@manistra-
tive costs, $65,500, including printing and adwéng — that
type of expenditure; consulting costs, $3,500,000n-that is
the design, the cost consultants, engineering angrission-
ing; construction costs to date, which would inéutie site-
work and site prep work for $1,800,000 — that igaia, site
services and utilities.

Of course, we're looking to perhaps utilize thdtastruc-
ture in the future when we move forward with a eliéint de-
sign. With respect to the new design, obviously ewen’t
chosen a design yet and there may be some modifisab the
design, depending on what jurisdiction — | meargcah, of
course, let members know that the jurisdiction thatre fo-
cused in on is Alberta. They have some succesauilditg
schools in an economic situation.

They've been constructed successfully and econdipita
guess is what I'm trying to say. For instance, lies@ four
schools have been constructed in Alberta underrntadel or
some similar design to what we're looking at in taege of
$100 million. Obviously, we're not going to get thsame
price. There will be potential modifications to tdesign, so
once those costs are established I'll be able tanconicate
those to the Yukon public.

Before | leave, | know that there was a press selgast
issued and I'd like to update members of the Hdhatediscus-
sions are beginning on the possibility of a Frefich language
school at the site of the new F.H. Collins. Thig i®int release
issued by the Yukon government and the Commissiofase
francophone du Yukon. Yukon Education and the C3&Ye
begun preliminary discussions regarding the pdgsibof
building a French first language high school onFktte. Collins
site, which would be connected to the core faesitof the new
school.

At a meeting on March 27, with the CSFY trusteed an
staff, the Deputy Minister of Education and | irduzed the
idea of building a new French first language higha®l at the
F.H. Collins site. Since then, F.H. Collins Schd@dbuncil
members and staff at both schools have been madee af
this possibility. Nothing has been decided. Thateésy much
one of the important things, as this is a very clemssue. We
look forward to exploring the possibility of incaating a
French first language high school into the desifithe new
F.H. Collins, but it is important for individuals know that it
won't delay the F.H. Collins process as a resutiwelver, we
want to choose a flexible design, in case a Fréingtlanguage
high school is included on the F.H. Collins sitéefie will be a
bilingual public meeting that will take place on€Bday, April
16 at 7:00 p.m. in the 'Ecole Emilie Tremblay gyasium. All
community members are invited to share their thtaigin in-
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cluding a French first language high school thatilddoe able
to connect to the core facilities of the new F.lélli@s design.
In addition to discussions with the francophone camity, the
broader F.H. Collins community would also need &odon-
sulted, as well as any of our other relevant pastime educa-
tion. | think this is an opportunity for us to conte to work
with CSFY and perhaps, after consultation is cosety de-
velop an opportunity to move forward.

So I'm very excited to be able to issue this jaielease
with CSFY. I'm encouraged by the opportunity to agg in
that dialogue with both school communities and bineader
francophone community in the territory. | thank theard of
trustees for their efforts and their willingnesstmgage in these
discussions with Yukon Education.

Facility Construction and Maintenance — F.H. Cddlin
Secondary School Replacement in the amount of 2020
agreed to

Hon. Mr. Kent: This line item is used to purchase
computer hardware, software, network infrastructupgrades
and school connectivity costs. These items areeglatirectly
into the classrooms and computer labs. It alsoigesvfunding
for upgrading and maintenance of the YSIS softwarethe
Yukon student information system software — usedalh
school offices and the new school library managédraeftware
used in several school libraries. The platform’shased in our
schools is the Mac platform.

For a funding breakdown, the student informatiostem
replacement is $750,000. We got into details o§ tthiring
general debate, but again there will be a deconomisgy of
YSIS and a replacement by early 2016. | mentiomedB.C.
Ministry of Education and the RFP and our involvemeith it
when we were in general debate.

We have $403,000 assigned to a number of compalter |
including F.H. Collins Secondary School, Del Van réa

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — BeaverSchool, Wood Street Centre, Kluane Lake School,n&tel

Creek Library Replacement

Bessie John School, Ross River school, Takhini Eltary

Facility Construction and Maintenance — Beaver ®ree School and the Carcross community school. Theraraiate-

Library Replacement in the amount of $130,000 adjtee

nance and support activities of $140,000 and cdiwityc

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Site Im-charges for schools of $483,000, bringing that Itam

provement and Recreation Development

Facility Construction and Maintenance — Site Immgov
ment and Recreation Development in the amount 24880
agreed to

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Schaut |
tiated Renovations

Facility Construction and Maintenance — Schooliatéd
Renovations in the amount of $125,000 agreed to

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Various

School Facilities Renovations
Facility Construction and Maintenance — Various &ulh
Facilities Renovations in the amount of $125,00fkead to

$1,776,000.

Again, the increase over the 2012-13 forecast ifnigna
due to the student information system and increasashec-
tivity costs.

Instructional Programs School-Based
Technology in the amount of $1,776,000 agreed to

On Instructional Programs — Special Education Equip
ment

Instructional Programs — Special Education Equiptrien
the amount of $70,000 agreed to

On Instructional Programs — Prior Years’ Projects

Instructional Programs — Prior Years' Projects ihet

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Capital amount of nil cleared

Maintenance Repairs
Facility Construction and Maintenance — Capital Mai
tenance Repairs in the amount of $1,516,000 agieed

Public Schools Capital Expenditures in the amount of
$33,445,000 agreed to
Public Schools Total Expenditures in the amount of

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Roof Re-$135,675,000 agreed to

pairs

Facility Construction and Maintenance — Roof Repair
the amount of $1,813,000 for roof repairs agreed to

On Facility Construction and Maintenance — Prioray&
Projects

Facility Construction and Maintenance — Prior Yéars

Projects in the amount of nil cleared
On Instructional Programs — Distance Education

Chair:
debate? We will move into the lines then.

On Advanced Education

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Administration

Administration in the amount of $261,000 agreed to

On Labour Market Programs and Services

Labour Market Programs and Services in the amount o

Instructional Programs — Distance Education in the$6,995,000 agreed to

amount of $25,000 agreed to

On Instructional Programs — School-Based Equipment

Purchase

On Training Programs
Training Programs in the amount of $6,643,000 adree
Advanced Education Operation and Maintenance Ex-

Instructional Programs — School-Based Equipment- Purpendituresin the amount of $13,899,000 agreed to

chase in the amount of $435,000 agreed to

On Instructional Programs — School-Based Infornmatio

Technology
Mr. Tredger:
— information technology for the $700,000 increase?

Could I get a breakdown of that, please

On Capital Expenditures

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ projects in the amount of nil cleared

Advanced Education Capital Expendituresin the amount
of nil agreed to

Information

Page 8-14, Advanced Education. Is there any
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Advanced Education Total Expenditures in the amount
of $13,899,000 agreed to

On Yukon College

Chair: Is there any debate?

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Yukon College

Yukon College in the amount of $22,615,000 agreed t

Yukon College Operation and Maintenance Expenditures
in the amount of $22,615,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Mobile Trades Unit

Mobile Trades Unit in the amount of $1,100,000 agréo

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Yukon College Capital Expenditures in the amount of
$1,100,000 agreed to

Yukon College Total Expenditures in the amount of
$23,715,000 agreed to

On Revenues

Revenues cleared

On Government Transfers

Government Transfers cleared

On Changes to Tangible Capital Assets and Amoitiaat

of who will complete construction. The potential\neontrac-
tor is ready to go.

The last thing the bonding company is doing is tiejag
with the subtrades to have as many of them retuthd job as
possible. Once on-site, the general contractor dvtheén need
to go through a thorough assessment of the ouisigmerk to
provide us with new realistic timelines.

In terms of timing, we are currently at least twonths
behind with Dawson City, but every week’s delayspus fur-
ther behind, so we could well be three months likbimce we
start up. If we have substantial completion by end of June,
the likelihood of being able to open the healthlities sooner
than late August is slim. Although, again, we cat’this time
provide hard dates, what the department has dec¢aed in
the interest of prudence is to continue to stadfhiealth centre
in Dawson City until such time as the hospital ic® again
open.

Watson Lake has approximately between one and two
months of work left, and we could possibly havedt up and
ready to go within four to six weeks at the vergtbeso we
could conceivably move sometime in late June oy.Jul

Please understand, all members, that these are best
guesses, and until we receive more information flmoth the

Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amortizatiorbonding company and the lawyers they can’'t be cmefi.

cleared
Department of Education agreed to

Chair:
ment of Health and Social Services.

Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 minutdsilev
we await officials. Thank you.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We will begin debate in Vote 15, DepartmentHgfalth
and Social Services.

Department of Health and Social Services

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm pleased to introduce the De-
partment of Health and Social Services capital &&M
budget for the 2013-14 fiscal year. In this budgetre re-
questing $325,199,000 in O&M funding and $12,430,00
capital for a total appropriation of $337,638,000.

Before | draw your attention to a few of the highlis con-
tained in this budget, Madam Chair, | thought | Wiofirst of
all bring all members up to date on a few initiavthat have
happened in the department and a few other isbats know
are of interest to all members. | thought | woulldtfof all
bring you up to date on the Watson Lake and DawGiin
health centre facilities, and the latest updates¢ thhave re-
ceived from the Hospital Corporation, the multigelerosis
trials, Mental Health Services, medevac and uses fa care
facilities.

The latest information I've received from the Yukblios-
pital Corporation is that the issues are stillisittwith the
bonding company and the lawyers who are workingdetiils

What I'm attempting to do is just bring you up tatel with the
latest information that | have. | will do the sami¢h the other
issues and | know last year we had quite a disonssith re-

We are going to move on to Vote 15, Depart-spect to pharmaceuticals and I'll be only too hajgpprovide a

paper on that for you when general debate contiounellon-
day.

Madam Chair, due to the time, | move that you repoo-
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Graham that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 10, entitldelrst Appropriation Act,
2013-14 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: | move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



