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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, April 11, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.
Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.
TRIBUTES

In recognition of the 50 B anniversary of Yukon College

Hon. Mr. Graham: I would like to take the opportu-
nity to thank my friend and colleague, the MinistérEduca-
tion, for allowing me to give this tribute on Yukd@ollege's
50" anniversary. | appreciate it. One of the reasbas he al-
lowed me to do this tribute was because | was api@ree at
the college, on an on-and-off basis, for some 2&sjeand |
enjoyed each and every one of those years. I'nsacture all
members of the college community, while | was thergoyed
it quite as much as | did. However, it was an eapdy time.

| should also tell you that | was also the MinistéEduca-
tion 34 years ago, when where the current colleggeation
was set aside — the land was set aside. Subsegoeatn-
ments didn’t follow through on setting aside alltbé land that
| wanted to see at the time, so consequently ibts quite as
good as it should have been, but the concept islanful.

Fifty years of Yukon College in the Yukon is tridpme-
thing we all should be proud of. Fifty years agograms were
offered in office administration, building tradeautomotive
mechanics, heavy equipment operation, draftingd feervices,
practical nursing and hairdressing. Many of thesgams are
still offered today.

In addition, the college now provides more thanas@-
demic, career and technical programs, as well asireong
education programs and contract training. It haslgated from
offering a small number of programs to offering telor's
degrees and even master’s programs.

Diplomas and certificates have been offered thereaf
large number of years, as well as university trnsburses
that are accepted and welcomed at colleges witt@rBtC. and
Alberta systems and beyond. We've had studentsugtad
from the college with a single-year certificate antwo-year
diploma, and they have been accepted almost umilers
colleges in eastern Canada too. It was one of ragtgpleas-
ures to negotiate those agreements over the yatrsrarious
universities in eastern Canada.

Yukon College has grown remarkably in the past laalf
decade to include being in demand by prestigiotioma and
international partners and clients. These inclumeUniversity
of Alberta, in its Environmental and ConservatiocieBces
degree delivery; the Danish Technical UniversityGreenland
for a northern innovation project, Artec; and attiag graduate
students from across the country and around th&vworstudy

climate change impacts, such as Larisa Ivanova Rithsia’s
ministry of transportation who only last month aacted with
the Yukon Research Centre to deliver a six-dayw&fs per-
mafrost course.

The college now boasts the Yukon Research Centriehw
is accredited by the Natural Sciences and Engingé&esearch
Council of Canada, or NSERC; the Northern Instinft&ocial
Justice, which just contracted with my departmeétgalth and
Social Services, as well as Justice, to providst Nation train-
ing for employees in our departments, and thispnagen to be
a very successful program as well. Soon, the Cdatrilorth-
ern Innovation in Mining will be available as well.

| encourage each and every one of you to attencbiyuk
College’s 58 anniversary party and alumni reunion on No-
vember 29 in the Kinnikinnick Kaff, and you shoutdme
whether you've attended Yukon College or not. Egesywill
be welcome to acknowledge the value of this edonatiinsti-
tution to the Yukon.

Mr. Speaker, if | may introduce a couple of peopl® are
here today. | would like to, first of all, introdecKen
McKinnon, a former member of this Legislature ahd bnly
member of a former Yukon College Board who satiam lteg-
islature at the time the Yukon Vocational and Téc&inTrain-
ing Centre was established in 1963. So welcome, Ken

We also have Clarence Timmons, who is a formerraffai
the Board of Governors. We have Mike Burke herdoard
member; Karen Barnes who is the president; Chrigkites,
VP research and interim VP of academic programsntCl
Sawicki, director of research services in the YulResearch
Centre; Jacqueline Bedard, director of collegetioaia; Dave
McHardy is the dean of extension services and galean of
applied science and management; Gayle Corry, whbeisli-
rector of finance and admin Jennifer Moorlag, whas aken
over my position — and | hear very ably — as registat
Yukon College; Colleen Wirth, a former boss of mama ad-
visor in my current position; Kyla Piper, the EA tloe presi-
dent; Brian Bonia, director of human resources; Faither-
land, | know, is here taking pictures; and Elaines#n, wife of
my campaign manager — so we have all kinds of faeuin-
nections here today. Welcome, all of you. Wouldrgeee here
please give a big hand to the assembled people.

Applause

Ms. Moorcroft: It is my pleasure to rise on behalf of
the Official Opposition, the Third Party and thedépendent
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin to also pay tribute takon Col-
lege on the occasion of celebrating it&' dniversary.

I'd also like to recognize Norma Shorty, who works at
the college, as well as the guests that the Mindftélealth and
Social Services and former Minister of Educatiamdduced.

Now, the Minister of Health and Social Servicesrkheaed
back to the past, when he was the previous Ministé&rduca-
tion, and referred to the issue of land endown®@htourse, he
and his colleagues do have the opportunity to asmeland
endowment for Yukon College in their current deldi®ns.

Yukon College was born out of the Yukon Vocatioaat
Technical Training Centre, which had provided vawal op-
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portunities to Yukoners since the 1960s. Ttgkon College
Act of 1988 made the college an independent, publichdéd
institution. The objective of Yukon College, asdiaut in the

The diversity of its students, faculty and stafftiie real
strength of Yukon College. | look forward to paip@ting in
many more college events: graduations — which brays a

Yukon College Agts to provide educational programs, servicesfavourite — strategic planning, public lecture¢mf, seminars

and activities to meet the needs of people in thkoyi. Also in
1988, in June, the college moved its Whitehorseptento the
current location at Yukon Place in the Takhini sulsibn.

Back then, as a college library tech, | had thérdis pleasure
of being part of employee participation in the dasof the new
college facility, including advocating on behalf efmployees
and students for the inclusion of what remains ufEr on-site
childcare centre — and | think that that's a modtler em-
ployers and institutions should emulate — and, airse, to
advocate for more space for the library. And howldd forget
packing, moving and unpacking hundreds of boxe&arfks
from the old building to the new library at the qaums with its
modern buildings. Yukon College is truly a lifelotearning
centre with programs from early childhood developmand
the childcare centre itself, through to progranrsstmiors.

The official opening of the new Ayamdigut Campus
Yukon Place was a moving ceremony. The late eldegefa
Sidney gave the site its Tlingit name “Ayamdiguthieh
means “She got up and went” at a potlatch held atoker
1988. At the Ayamdigut Campus official opening, twlege
was given to the people of the Yukon. First Natipesple of
the territory were represented by Angela Sidney Gedrge
Dawson.

Sidney began by describing how her father's peoples
built a killer whale house on the banks of a riveut had to
move the house because it was close to high wateserving
the similarity between the killer whale house amel hew cam-
pus buildings, Sidney named the new campus “Ayauttig
and it was also appropriate because the move veas the
building by the river to the new building up on tofsthe hill.

At Yukon College patrticipation of First Nations dmmues
to grow. There is a director of First Nations iaiives and
more than two out of five Yukon College graduates Rirst
Nation citizens. Across the country the face oftgexondary
learning has shifted toward older learners, womed part-
time students. In the Yukon, the youth populatigachl5 to 24
is expected to decline over the next five to 10rye@he aver-
age age of Yukon College students is now over 30.

At its 13 community campuses, including one in Whit
horse Correctional Centre, Yukon College delivesademic,
trades, mining, continuing education, undergradaate gradu-
ate programs. Many programs are done in affiliatigth other
post-secondary institutions outside the Yukon, dmak has
really improved the ability of residents of the Yankto be able
to pursue their dreams of lifelong learning.

At Yukon College, up to two out of five graduatdsuai-
versity transfer and professional programs haveegbnough
academic upgrading. Yukon College is also homédovtukon
Research Centre, the Cold Climate Innovation Cestie the
Northern Institute of Social Justice. | want to ipeathe fact
that the Research Centre has been able to attragdinfy from
the prestigious Natural Sciences and Engineeringe&eh
Council of Canada, known as NSERC.

and conferences. Congratulations and sincere bisstesy to
everyone at Yukon College and the communities yuesthis
year and into the future.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: With your indulgence, it certainly
gives me great pleasure to introduce two gradeldsses from
F.H. Collins Secondary School who, during theiriglbstudies
curriculum have just recently completed a unit ofitigs and
on government. Accompanying them today are theictiers,
Ms. Clare McDowell and someone | have known foigltime,
one of my daughters, Erin Pasloski, and | wouldtéall the
members to welcome them. | think it's great to sae&lents

atwho are nearing voting age to be engaged in talabayt poli-
tics and about governance and the important raetiiey have
as young citizens. | think, if time permits — | kmdhey have
classes to go to — and they are still around bytithe Ques-
tion Period is over, there would be an opportufotyall mem-
bers of the Assembly to perhaps meet with themhérhem-
bers’ lounge afterward.

Thank you for coming, and let's welcome them.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Department of Education t
develop a policy framework that would enable foreggudents
to attend, and graduate from, Yukon public schools.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon iore
state the Solid Waste Advisory Committee to enslieevoice
of the public is heard in the implementation of ¥wgkon Solid
Waste Action Plan

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Foreign worker program

Ms. Moorcroft: The use of temporary foreign work-
ers is a national issue. On Tuesday, HD Miningrhetgonal
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was in a Vancouver courtroom, defending its denigim hire
201 workers from China for its coal mine in TumbRidge,
B.C. The media spotlight has also been on the matimost
profitable bank and its use of temporary foreignrkees for
information technology work, while its employeesre/épink-
slipped”. Even the federal government, which hassided
over a massive increase and fast-tracking of teargdoreign
workers, now admits perhaps the system is doingesiing
other than just meeting short-term needs, which twasntent
of the program. As of last year, 1,370 temporarngiffn work-
ers had come and worked in the Yukon. What contidedoes
this government have that the use of those 1,37&ex® was
above-board and complied with the program’s intent?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
posite for the question. As members know, the Yu#toes not
have its own temporary foreign workers program. réhleas
been a delay in implementing our program, and Wes done
at the request of Citizenship and Immigration Canad

bour shortages or whether it is undermining jobaspmities
and wages in Canada.

Youth, aboriginal people, rural Yukoners, personighw
disabilities — these are high unemployment withim ®@rritory
and these problems need to be addressed withngaimith
employment equity, with a job strategy, and not uspermit-
ting private industry to bring in cheap labour fronerseas.

What assurances can the minister provide that cgijoins
to fill mining and tourism jobs with temporary foge workers
are not addressing long-term structural labour gdwas are
more appropriately addressed by local training eshatcation?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The last part of the member oppo-
site’s question allows me to speak — especiallyhwour

Mr. Speaker, | thank the member op- friends from Yukon College here today — about a hamof

the training initiatives that are underway. Of cgmjrthe Centre
for Northern Innovation in Mining is a centrepieaewhat we
want to do to provide opportunities for Yukonerswork in
our mines here in the territory. There is tourisositality

We are waiting for CIC to provide Yukon feedback ontraining that is offered at the college and LPNnireg as well.

moving forward with delivering our temporary foraigvorker
program, but, as mentioned by the member oppadsitefed-
eral government does operate the temporary foreigrker
program. After the incident that occurred in north@ritish
Columbia, and at a meeting | had with Minister Keyin Ot-
tawa in February, | reiterated that, should simépplications
come forward, he certainly should notify us in ath& so that
we would be able to react to any significant regfi@stempo-
rary foreign workers to come in to the territory.

Ms. Moorcroft:
federal government is reviewing the temporary fgmeivorker

The college is doing a great job in deliveringrinag. We
have very robust apprenticeship humbers for thetdey and
we look forward to continuing to provide Yukonersttwop-
portunities for jobs here in the territory and iadeprovide
Canadians with those Canadian opportunities thiat eere in
the territory.

Again, we're looking to fill those labour market ets
primarily, first and foremost, with Yukoners, bugan, with
the numbers and the projections that we spoke abengt on

After all the recent bad press, the the floor of the House last Wednesday, | belieweind) private

members’ day, it's going to take a suite of solui®o address

program. The Yukon has negotiated an annex on teanpo the labour market needs of the territory on a go+éwd basis.

foreign workers that has sat, unsigned, on ther&ahainister's
desk for a few years now — as the Minister of Ediocajust
said — at the request of Citizenship and Immigrat@@nada.

The other day the minister announced he is moviread
prior to the completion of the review in order sst-track tem-
porary foreign workers in the tourism hospitalitydaresource
exploration and mining sectors.

How many jobs in mining and tourism does the manist

expect will go to temporary foreign workers thisrsuer?
Hon. Mr. Kent:
eign workers that will apply. Those were the twdustries that
identified the need when this annex was first beirgotiated
— again, the mining and exploration industry ane thurism
hospitality industry. One of the aspects of ourgerary for-
eign workers annex that's important for Yukonersktwow
about is that there is a maximum of 50 employeedpsiness.
There is not going to be a huge influx, like we saworthern
British Columbia, once our annex is in place. Weicg look-
ing to fast-track it. | believe this program hasieén the de-
velopment stage for a couple of years now, as teenlner op-
posite referenced in her first question. We're iagkforward
to being able to bring in a program that works tfoe Yukon
and addresses the labour market needs of our p$eator.
Ms. Moorcroft:
said that what we need is a broader debate abeuethporary
foreign worker program and whether it's really akhing la-

I'm not sure of the numbers of for-

Labour and many economists have

Question re:  Yukon Liguor Corporation social
responsibility
Mr. Barr: There has been a reorganization within the

Yukon Liquor Corporation in the last two years.hlis been
brought to my attention that, before, there wasllatime posi-

tion dedicated to the social responsibility funotiwithin the

Yukon Liquor Corporation, but apparently that islanger the
ase.

We are aware of the variety of initiatives the goweent
supports with various partners, including MADD, tREMP
and schools. | acknowledge with deep respect #iemely
important work. My question today does not requeshear
those initiatives listed but rather to learn abihat training and
resources dedicated to the social responsibilibction within
the department.

Can the minister responsible explain what happ¢odhe
full-time position within the Liquor Corporation ahwas pre-
viously dedicated to the social responsibility ftioc?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As all members know, when it comes
to personnel issues, that isn’t the responsibdityhe minister;
it's the responsibility of the president of the uar Corpora-
tion, and perhaps even the vice-president of tiggidi Corpo-
ration. As the member opposite mentioned, we hags&ang
commitment at the Liquor Corporation to social mspbility
through our support of Mothers Against Drunk Driyiand Be
a Responsible Server.
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There are a number of initiatives that we've unaleh at
the Liguor Corporation over the past while to addrthat, but
specific questions about personnel are certaintysomething
that | have any involvement in as the minister, lliibe happy
to ask the Liquor Corporation about their restrtioy and get
back to the member opposite at a future date.

Mr. Barr:
related harm in Canada totalled $14.6 billion. Tisad whole
lot of suffering. Health Canada, the Canadian Geptr Sub-
stance Abuse and the Alberta Alcohol and Drug AbQsen-
mission jointly created an expert working group develop
recommendations for a national alcohol strategyoAgnmany
others, the working group included representatifresn the
territorial governments and the 2007 working groeleased its
recommendations in a document callBgducing Alcohol-

sponsible for making their own personnel decisionth re-
spect to how they deploy the personnel they'rearsible for.

I think one of the things that perhaps | could town is
the continued decrease in liquor infractions reldatepremises
inspections by the Yukon liquor inspectors. Licegsand So-
cial Responsibility branch of the Liquor Corporatibas con-

As long ago as 2002, the cost of alcohol-ducted 2,404 inspections of licensed premises arcitied

events. That's for the 2012-13 year. There are falltime
equivalents and one inspector who provide clientvises
Yukon-wide.

Of those 2,404 inspections performed, liquor insprac
observed 78 infractions that resulted in 35 warretters and
six suspensions and three summary conviction sck&s$ you
can see, we continue to increase the number oéatisms and
it works out to a 1.76-percent infraction rate imehces and

Related Harm in Canada& key principle in the document is permitted events. Our commitment to social respmlityi at

that, and | quote: “Action is knowledge-based, enick-
informed and evaluated for results.” How does Yukdquor
Corporation evaluate the social responsibilityacit takes?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
guestion. As the member opposite is well awareretlage a
number of different initiatives Justice, the Depwht of
Health and Social Services and the Yukon LiquorpSoation
work on. One of these we just spoke about yestemlaiis
House with the motion to work with Mothers Agairi3tunk
Drivers for their spring campaign, as well as wogkiwith the
RCMP to look at a variety of programs that we offéthin the
territory here and perhaps even new programs — ginter
programs — from across the country or across thedwex-
ploring those options to see what steps we canttakeitigate
people from drinking and driving.

Again, the government is very interested in crepsafer
roads, as the Minister of Highways and Public Wageke to
yesterday. We do appreciate the member’s questiontlais
government is committed to continuing to work tdgest to
look for solutions.

Mr. Barr:
sibility in the evaluation of these programs. Thason for grad
and bush patrties is fast approaching and the dnktats we
heard in this House yesterday are alarming. Sakdése num-
bers are not new. Alcohol-related harm has beetingp¥uk-
oners too much for too long. | have tabled a clipnf the

That reply does not respond to the respon

the Liquor Corporation is very strong. There areumber of
initiatives that the Liquor Corporation undertakes | applaud
them for that. They continue to work with our parssuch as

| thank the member opposite for his Mothers Against Drunk Driving.

Question re:  Whistle-blower legislation

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the
Minister of Justice on whistle-blower legislatidrast winter,
the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protectiabled its
final report. The report concluded that yes, weistlower leg-
islation is needed in the Yukon and recommendetttieagov-
ernment move ahead with a new law to protect warkeno
report wrongdoing in the government.

The ball, as they say, is in the government’'s colinis
law has been a long time coming and the Liberalcuasus
pleased that we have reached this point. Howeweacge she
report was tabled, there has been no word frongdivernment
on how it plans to proceed.

The government simply said, and | quote: “We aokilag
forward to moving forward with whistle-blower leiton in
short order.”

When will that legislation be coming before thisude?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am re-
sponding as the acting minister responsible forRbblic Ser-
vice Commission.

First, I'd like to thank the members of that seleatmmit-

Whitehorse Stafrom 1962, entitled “Liquor Tackled”. It reads tee who did the excellent work to come up with reseenda-

a lot like the recent National Alcohol Strategy agp When it
comes to alcoholism, progress is very, very slow.

We appreciate the partnerships and initiativesntivaster
responsible has listed in this House, but this dussreplace
the Yukon Liquor Corporation’s obligations with pest to
social responsibility. In order to be effectiveerth needs to b
a comprehensive and coordinated approach. Willntivester
responsible for Yukon Liquor Corporation commitworking
with the corporation to reinstate a full-time pasit dedicated
to the social —

Speaker: Order please. The member's time has
elapsed.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, as | mentioned, I'd be happy

to check with the Yukon Liquor Corporation, as theyre-

tions for us. | know there were a variety of conmmgtviews
and opinions around that table and, through handkwod col-
laboration, they were able to reach consensus mmn@er of
recommendations.

Those recommendations have since been forwarded to
e government and we've indicated that we support thidow

the task falls upon us to move forward with impletieg the
recommendations and ultimately coming up with a mpéece
of legislation.

Presently the Public Service Commission is workivith
the Executive Council Office to coordinate an attfan for
moving forward, and that includes speaking with &atning
from other jurisdictions that have similar legighat including
Alberta, for instance, which recently passed a méece of
legislation there, to get a sense of what the pesttices are
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and what other jurisdictions are doing to addrbgs particular
issue.

As we've said before, we're committed to this amane
mitted to bringing it forward within this mandatsd of course
| look forward to providing further information, #se commis-
sion and the Executive Council Office do the gooadrkwit
takes to bring forward that policy work.

As we've said, we intend to bring forward new I|dgfi®n
on this issue and it's something we look forwardbtimging to
the House.

Mr. Silver: I would like to correct the minister. The
work was fairly easy and the committee did an d&oefjob of
working together, and it seemed we had consensusash of
the issues.

The implementation of the whistle-blower legislatio
doesn’t seem to be a priority to this Yukon Pamyernment
though. It has been in office for 10 years and jhs never
seems to make the cut. If something is a prioritylike let’s

say gutting théccess to Information and Protection of Privacy

Act — it can be done overnight like it was done ladt No
consultation needed. No public discussion. No caiesire-
ports. Just straight to the Legislature and théed@omes law.

The government said in December that we would des-w
tle-blower legislation in short order. Will thisgislation be in
the fall sitting agenda — yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course the committee provided
its recommendations to the Legislature and to tnemment
last year, and since then, a number of work adtems have
taken place, including the Public Service Commisdiegin-
ning to work with the Executive Council Office tmok at other
jurisdictions and to determine what is the best ¥emward for
Yukon. The work they've done includes looking ateat juris-
dictions like Alberta, which has new legislationtbis type. In
terms of when we get to this particular piece & ligislation,
we have committed to doing it this term. We haweidated
that we support the recommendations of the selmtindttee.
We do appreciate the work that was done by thecoiming up
with the consensus on a number of recommendations.

We look forward to implementing those recommendetjo
likely by the possibility of creating a new piecklegislation,
which we hope to bring forward in this mandate.

Mr. Silver:
and, for the record, the Public Service Commissieges, they
are looking at other legislation and so did weaaommittee.
We looked at all the other legislation across Canad

A number of unanswered questions remain about wh
whistle-blower legislation will look like and, judgy by the
answers that I'm receiving, I'm still doubtful thidtey might be
answered. So here are a few of those unanswerestianse
After 10 years of stalling, will the government w@aity bring
forward this legislation? Has drafting started?dtafting al-
ready done? Will there be public consultation? \ilikre be
targeted consultation? Will the bill follow the mumenda-
tions of the select committee? And finally, wilktbill be ready
for this fall, or perhaps next spring?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | don’t think | was able to write
down those questions as quickly as he was reatigm,tbut |

think, in general, | would say that, yes, we widl kesponding
to the recommendations of the select committee hee indi-
cated that we support the recommendations. We eigpeethe
hard work that went into coming up with a consenaong
the members of that committee. Despite the fadtttiey came
from all different parties and viewpoints, they weable to
come up with a consensus position and recommemdafar
government. Those recommendations are guiding oonk w
going forward. As far as timelines, with regardvihat has
occurred and what hasn’t occurred — | don't hawe dietails
on what level of drafting has occurred at this pdiut | am in
a position to commit that we would look to bringvi@rd this
legislation in this mandate.

Question re:  Cancer strategy

Mr. Elias: It's Daffodil Month, which means it's time
to reflect upon the thousands of Canadians whouiik can-
cer and to remember those who have died. At hormeihehe
Yukon, there were 130 new cases of cancer in 20i#2aand
75 people died of the disease. Many types of caaceur in
Yukoners at rates above the national average. Wetarper-
cent more likely to die of cancer than our fellowan@adians.
During recent visits to Vancouver hospitals, selvelactors
have remarked to me that they see a lot of caratggms from
the Yukon. They express concern that cancer seemmscur at
disproportionately higher rates here than in HritSolumbia.
They asked me what we are doing about it. So Kd tb pass
the question along to the minister: What is beingedto bring
Yukon’s cancer rates at least into line with théioreal aver-
age?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As part of the healthy living
strategy and the wellness initiative, we hope tluce the inci-
dence of cancer, mostly through early preventionthreugh
people making sure that they don't live the liféssythat nor-
mally cause cancer, such as smoking and other mhay

Other than that, we realize that the incidenceasicer in
the Yukon seems to be, at this point, higher thamyrother
places in Canada, but until we find out what thet mauses of
that is, it's very difficult to proceed further thavhat we've
already done.

Mr. Elias: That's why I'm asking the questions, Mr.

| do appreciate the minister’s responsesSpeaker'

Being diagnosed with cancer is referred to as “ekibg
on a journey.” Journeys require planning and farett. They
require a map. It's important that strategic infrasture and
Apformation systems be established to assist Yu&ibimens
with these journeys. This will become even more drtgnt
after the Canadian Cancer Society shuts down ititeirse
office next month. Scotland, for example, has disfabd a
national action plan that guides that country’srapph to can-
cer. They have documented how they approach theasks
from prevention, through treatment, to supportdeople living
with cancer and their families.

Does the government have a documented strategyide g
Yukoners along their journeys with cancer?

Hon. Mr. Graham: We don't have a strategy as such.
However, a number of things have occurred in thrétdey
over the past few years.
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| think only as far back as tt@moke-free Places Attat
was implemented by Government of Yukon shortly raftee
City of Whitehorse did the same thing.

We also introduced a tax on tobacco, which wadatgest
single increase in Canada on cigarettes. We'redryo dis-
courage at least that part of behaviour that is@wv cause of
cancer. We're also in the process, as | said befufrémple-
menting the healthy living strategy, the wellnastiative. We
also know that one of the root causes of cancpoierty and
social exclusion. That's part of the other stratéiggt we're
bringing forward.

All of these things combined will hopefully redutte in-
cidence of cancer. As far as the Canadian CanagetSmffice
closing here in the Yukon, | know a number of ietted Yuk-
oners have taken the initiative to establish a easociety here
for the Yukon. | believe, Mr. Speaker, that youhiesting a
reception here to assist with the —

Speaker:  The minister’s time has elapsed.

Mr. Elias:
of analysis what we’re facing here in the Yukon. Weed a
road map. We need a template that would guide dsrdarm
us for the next 25 years.

Genetic testing is essential to improving preventiates.
We need to better enable citizens to make healtlestyle
choices. We need to improve our early detectionsamdening
processes to keep them in line with best practiegzecially in
rural Yukon. To track our progress and improve gses, we
need to build a larger base of statistics. Is tlster willing
to put together a cancer task force to developctinraplan for
the Yukon that will accelerate our efforts to drik@wn rates of
cancer occurrences and mortality in our territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, I'll just finish that
little plug for the reception that you're holding behalf of the
cancer organization here in the territory in thetrmuple of
weeks. Some of the other things that are occuriinghe
Yukon, especially in terms of diagnostics: the MR&chine
that is coming into the territory, other diagnostgquipment has
been added to the Yukon Housing Corporation, akagebther
early detection techniques. All of those things @mbining to
attempt to fight cancer. It's a well-known fact thae earlier
it's caught, the better the chances are of survisalwe’re do-
ing those things.

As far as statistics go, gathering statistics ieg/ sensi-
tive area. We are right now going through with tbgislation
in the area of medical practices. As we proceetthdt area, |
will be happy to keep the House informed.

Question re:
Ms. Stick:

Day programs for youth

We need to find out through a forensic type

grams. With summer fast approaching and parentsirigoat
and planning for the best programs for their cleifdrcan the
minister reassure parents that individuals workivith their
children have had an RCMP check, first-aid or afdle train-
ing?

Hon. Mr. Graham: All those questions were an-
swered during general debate with respect to taegéds in the
Child Care Act As we said at that time, we are not talking
about putting these children into daycare facsitie long-term
care facilities where they are going to spend atgdeal of
their time. These are day camps, generally fordebil above
the age of six years old.

They are summer camps that are operated by either m
nicipalities or organizations, such as hockey carRpsents are
encouraged in many cases to even attend the riecraladr day
camps that are being offered. So, once again, we theough
all of this during the debate, so I'm not sure élyawhere this
is coming from.

Ms. Stick: Last spring during debate on Bill 38, the
minister indicated that there would be a discuspiaper called
options for assessing summer camp and childrerygdsgram
safety. The minister talked about plans to meeh WGOs,
childcare providers and interested parties, as altlay pro-
grammers. The whole purpose was “to work out sofstan-
dards that we believe should apply to anyone wierefa day
program”.

Can the minister please report on the progreshisfdis-
cussion paper? Has it been formulated? What grangps con-
sulted? Are these materials available to parentkihg at
summer and day camps who want to know that theidreim
are protected?

Hon. Mr. Graham: During debate last year we pro-
duced a little flyer that provided information fparents putting
children into these programs. The only programs tha ex-
empted under this act were programs that had aapyimur-
pose other than childcare and operated for 12 cotise
weeks or less. We're talking about short-term cHréhe pro-
grams were for children with at least one pareratiendance
or if the programs were intended to remain on thempses
where the program would operate —

I'm sorry, | kind of lost my train of thought hereut as far
as the negotiations or the interaction with NGOdoih't have
that information and | will bring it back to the gislature as
soon as | can.

Question re:  Archives expansion
Ms. White:

gone age. They are the safe keepers of a peoptels ©Our

Mr. Speaker, in the spring sitting of 2012, archives legislation spells out the safe handlihgavernment

Bill No. 38, Act to Amend the Child Care Aefas passed. The and private records, correspondence of early s&tfgeserva-
amendments removed day camps, summer camps and yotibn of customs of First Nation people and importagislative

programs. By removing these groups and prograrese tis no
longer oversight or standards for hiring staff, lsus RCMP
checks, first aid or appropriate training in chdde and devel-
opment.

documents. If you don’t know your past, you doniblv your
future.

Can the Minister of Tourism and Culture explain whg
money promised to expand the Archives vault lastr yeas

The Yukon Childcare Association has recently coraé o been dropped?

with a series of “Did You Know?” fliers, includingne ad-
dressing parents’ concerns about children’s safetliese pro-

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for her
question. Time and time again, the government @ndide of

Archives are more than snapshots of a by-
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the House — the Yukon Party government — has demon¥ukoners, but to all Canadians in some of the wbedy have

strated great fiscal responsibility in planning fature projects.
At this time, the archives vault is being reassg¢aaletermine
whether in fact putting it up at the site that vimitially deter-
mined was the best bang for our buck. Also, areettother
options that we can look at as far as collaboratiitl different
sections within the Department of Tourism and Qeltar ex-
tending it out to other departments? At this tinve, are re-
viewing the initial plan to see if there is a maiable way of
moving forward.
Ms. White: In 2007, Yukon Archives and the Prop-

erty Management division explored options for expiag the
Yukon Archives facility. The documenti-or the Record:

done over the years. The Archives plays a very itapo role
for all of us and for our children as well in th&ure to have
the ability to look back and see some of the riehithge that
we do have. This is a project that, once we begdadk at it,

we began to realize that there might be other waywork

symbiotically to maximize the investment that wedyaand we
are looking at this. But what | can commit to isttlhis gov-
ernment will go forward with the project to expatite Ar-

chives.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

Yukon Archives 1972-201that was released to commemorate

the 40" anniversary noted, “The existing vaults are nefuly
and more storage space is needed.”

At the time of the anniversary in May 2012, the istier
announced funding for vault planning and design armbm-
mitment of $2.6 million for construction to begim the 2013-
14 fiscal year. This has been dropped, and all dbakars in
the budget is a paltry $25,000 in capital spendangArchives.
If the vaults are full and more storage space eded, but this
project has been cancelled, how does the minitertp safely
preserve Yukon’'s important records?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Yukon Archives does, in fact,
preserve outstanding and irreplaceable documeneaords of
our territory’s history and development for the efnfor all
Yukoners. Record storage at the Yukon Archiveslifacis
nearing capacity and a variety of options, asudad to in my
first response, are being explored to help addtiessspace
challenges. That review will continue over the cognmonths,
but the Yukon government is conducting a functiosphce
planning and options analysis to potentially ineudukon
Archives expansion with, perhaps, archaeology aaldomtol-
ogy as well as art storage. Those are just a confptgtions
that we are looking at. We will continue with a pessible
fiscal approach to this and look forward to outcenie the
nearing months.

Ms. White: This government has spent $291,000
public funds for planning and designing of that lvaxpan-
sion, and last year the same government made a itoran to
allocate $2.6 million for construction to beginglfiscal year.

In announcing this commitment, the minister saiel fino-
ject would “ensure Yukon Archives fulfills its legdated role as
a repository for both government and private resbréihen he
broke this promise and is now jeopardizing Yukdmesitage.

How does the minister reconcile his responsibilitypre-
serve Yukon’s important historical documents witledking
the promise of funding efforts that would do justt?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'll take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge the important role that Archives playst just for
the government but also, in fact, for the LegistatAssembly
— for collection, maintenance and preservationhake docu-
ments — but also for some of the outstanding cbutions that
Yukoners have made over the years. Off the top yfind, |
am thinking of people such as Rolf and Margaret ¢géouand
the significant impact and benefit they have madeanly to

in

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitifiethe
Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmit-
tee is Vote No. 54, Department of Tourism and Qaeltin Bill
No. 10,First Appropriation Act 2013-14Do members wish to
take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 54,
Department of Tourism and Culture, Bill No. Jyst Appro-
priation Act, 2013-14

Department of Tourism and Culture

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, first off, I'd like to
welcome my officials here and their great work witle in the
Department of Tourism and Culture. It's my pleastaréntro-
duce the Department of Tourism and Culture’s matinetes
for the 2013-14 fiscal year.

The Department of Tourism and Culture plays a kg r
in advancing the commitments made to Yukoners i/ dbv-
ernment under its four pillars: better quality d&] the envi-
ronment, the economy, and good governance. Thasenito
ments reflect our vision for continuing on the pedly to pros-

perity.
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The Department of Tourism and Culture is takingrats-
gic approach in its work to achieve these goals.

First, the department is focusing on growth in Ywiko
tourism industry and has increased sustainabilityhe arts,
culture and heritage sectors.

Secondly, the department is working toward the oasp
ble preservation and increased public awarenesgu&bn’s
diverse arts, culture and heritage.

Thirdly, we are enhancing the capacity of Yukomsarism
industry, arts, culture and heritage sectors toravg Yukon-
ers’ quality of life. A key part of our work on tbe goals is the
department’s partnerships and collaborations wiitst iNa-
tions, non-profit organizations and the privatet@ecin arts,
the department works closely with many arts orgations,
including the Yukon Arts Centre. This budget indsd
$778,000 for operating support to the Yukon ArtsniGe
which celebrated 20 years of operations this y€he depart-
ment also works directly with cultural industry Wers, sup-
porting training projects that lead to employmemtthe arts.
Through the department’s partnership with the Widtse
Chamber of Commerce and the Yukon Arts Centre,Qlee
Fire Hall continues to be a vibrant community crétuenue.

These arts partnerships provide valuable supporthéo
private sector while helping Yukoners succeed adHs. This
spring, Yukon is sending a contingent of visualff@ening and
culinary artists to Canada’s National Arts Cent2043 North-
ern Scene festival taking place April 25 to MayrdOttawa.
This event will give talented Yukoners a unique appnity to
interact with Ottawa crowds and share some of Yigkoharm.
The contingent will join artists from Northwest Titories and
Nunavut. Northern Scene will be a special eventlier artists
attending and it highlights the value of collabowatprojects
that strengthen our northern identity. Similarlgrtmerships are
very important in the department’s work to suppb# tourism
sector. Last year, the department entered intaeethear co-
operative marketing agreement with Holland Amerioain-
crease the number of cruise-tour visitors. Stadsthow that
cruise-tour visitors account for more than 60,000m nights
in Yukon each summer. This three-year agreememntgeiler-
ate incremental new business for Yukon, furtheddig on
Holland America’s Yukon cruise-tour program.

In 2012, the department worked in partnership tstho
three important conventions in Yukon. These convest
helped to raise the profile of the territory to thelegates and
give them a taste of what we have to offer visitdise Cana-
dian Tourism Commission’s annual GoMedia Canadakitar
place, Frozen Pasts: The International Glacial Aedhogy
Symposium, and The Association of Canadian Arctsvis
brought together hundred of delegates who expeztEnc
Yukon’s hospitality at its best. For its work, tk®Media or-
ganizing team was recognized with two awards in22@l1Pre-
mier's Award for Excellence in the team categorgyd ghe
2012 Bravo Award from the Yukon Convention Bureau.

In 2012, and early this year, | was fortunate &vét to a
few of the consumer shows attended by the depatticueh
industry representatives. | saw firsthand the valumarketing

Yukon at national events where we can highlight ekeiting
travel experiences that Yukon has to offer.

Complementing the consumer shows are Yukonersdtere
home who champion tourism through their day-to-daginess
activities or their personal affiliation with orgaations impor-
tant to them.

Last September, | was pleased to host a breakfastec-
ognized four Yukoners who shared their love of Yukeith
others and energetically encourage visitors to canmteexperi-
ence the territory for themselves.

Working in partnership and seizing the opportusitie
collaborate with the private sector is yielding ules in
Yukon'’s tourism sector. In 2012, Yukon hosted 0820,000
visitors from around the world, including nearly,3d0 over-
seas visitors. This was a 4-percent increase frof2 2A re-
cord 294,000 passengers travelled through the Hrétsen
Whitehorse International Airport — the fourth sgiati year of
growth and a 10-percent increase from 2011.

The increase in visitation speaks to the work utaden
not only by the department, but by the many touréasrd cul-
ture businesses and organizations working to prertia terri-
tory as a “must see” travel destination.

I would like to now present a few of the highligliits the
2013-14 budget for the Department of Tourism antu@eL

In operation and maintenance, this budget has $2#-8
lion allocated for expenditures. This allocatioolides a num-
ber of key projects and initiatives led by the dépant’s Cul-
tural Services branch.

$168,000 is allocated to continue the departmeetis
hanced presence in the Klondike gold fields by phakeontol-
ogy program. In collaboration with the Yukon plageiners,
over 3,000 new fossils were collected for the patiel@gy pro-
gram just last year. Our close working relationshiph the
placer mining industry facilitates preservation¥afkon’s in-
ternationally significant ice age fossil heritagelasupports the
public enjoyment of this fascinating aspect of past.

This budget also includes $135,000 to support fitssites
maintenance agreements with Yukon First Nationg dihgo-
ing partnership with the Vuntut Gwitchin in Old ®@rdo pre-
serve and interpret Yukon’s ancient history in tegion, as
well as the work we do with the Selkirk First Natito care for
the Fort Selkirk historic site, are just two exaewplof these
important relationships.

There is $117,000 allocated in this budget to stipihee
heritage and cultural capacity development prograhis pro-
gram, in partnership with Yukon College, offerstinstion in
the heritage field, including capacity building ftire Yukon
First Nation citizens seeking the skills to workthim the cul-
tural resource management field.

The department will also provide $514,000 to Fistion
cultural heritage centres to provide support fairttongoing
operations. These centres are instrumental in safding First
Nation history, offering the public access to eigeecing au-
thentic First Nation cultures, and helping FirstiNias preserve
their legacies for future generations.

This budget includes $350,000 for Yukon museums
through the special projects capital assistancgrpm. This



April 11, 2013

HANSARD

2385

ongoing support to Yukon museums is instrumentghéshar-
ing of Yukon’s legacies with visitors and residergkng with
the preservation of our collective cultural herégag

The Yukon’s arts sector is also a key part of thekon's
economy and community life. This budget include§&600
to provide operating funds to a variety of impottarnts pro-
grams. This important funding helps non-profit adcieties
with ongoing year-round activities to present pewvgs and
services to the public while developing the arts.

In addition, this budget includes $80,000 for thidvanced
Artist Award, $100,000 for the arts in the schomgram, and
another $100,000 for the touring artist fund.

Last year, these funds helped advance artistsuiocot-
side Yukon and showcase their work at a varietypolblic
events. It also supported artists’ efforts to emleatheir own
artistic development and share their art. A nundfelukon
artists used the funding provided by the departntershare
their work with students in the schools, giving floapportuni-
ties to experience hands-on art making.

branch work is the promotion of Yukon through parship
and collaboration with other jurisdictions. Thisdget includes
$207,000 for the joint Yukon-Alaska marketing praay, de-
livered with the State of Alaska. This program leges a
matching contribution from the state.

Our work with Alaska is another good example of hHbe
department effectively doubles its marketing inkestts
through partnerships. We will continue to build gtnong rela-
tionship with British Columbia, Alberta and Alasta@ough the
Tourism North marketing program. This partnershigrketing
consortium is the most long-standing of its typ&orth Amer-
ica. It was recognized by the U.S. Travel Associatis one of
the top marketing programs in the country. Thisryeea have
allocated $120,000 for Yukon'’s share of this $500,énarket-
ing program.

The department will also continue its valued pasthip
with the Yukon Convention Bureau by providing $200) to
support their marketing programs. This program een suc-
cessful in attracting meetings, conventions anchesvi® Yukon

Artists such as Yukon’s snow sculpture team and Kinthat collectively generate more than $3 million reaear in

Beggs travelled internationally to places includitgly, the
U.S.A., Denmark and the United Kingdom. It is thdsags of
tours that greatly broaden the knowledge of Yukmuad the
world. Many individual artists were given opportiies to
build on their music disciplines by taking workskoand en-
gaging with their new colleagues.

Organizations such as the Adéka Cultural Festimdl $0-
ciety and Breakdancing Yukon Society were able tesent
their talented contributors to audiences eagerrdaden their
own cultural experience.

This budget also includes a $500,000 allocation tfer
Yukon government’s arts fund. The arts fund suppprojects
that engage our community life and provide Yukoneith
opportunities to participate in artistic activitie®ne unique
project funded through the arts fund in 2012 was Essen-
tiElles theatre production. Written and performeg Yukon
francophone women, the project embodied the richioédiv-
ing with two official languages and imparting thatlture to
children.

At the organization level, this budget also incleide

$400,000 for the Dawson City Arts Society for theirgoing
programs and services and $150,000 for the Old Hak in
downtown Whitehorse. This organizational suppoebdes the
continued growth of Yukon’s cultural labour foraector while
providing opportunities for the public to interagth the arts.

In O&M, the Tourism branch allocation includes %l.9

million for the operation of Yukon’s six visitor fiermation
centres and other visitor service initiatives. @fthe first stop
in our communities for tourists, the visitor infaation centres
provide high-quality visitor information services the travel-
ling public. The Whitehorse Visitor Information Genis open
year-round and offers visitors information on go@dsl ser-
vices throughout the territory. In addition to tkear-round
Whitehorse visitor information staff, the hard-wimidx seasonal
staff in Beaver Creek, Haines Junction, Watson | &kcross,
and Dawson provided visitor information to morertf237,000
tourists last year. Another important aspect of Trurism

direct spending.

Within the Tourism branch, we will also provide ogtéing
support to a number of organizations, including,®@B for the
Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous and $244,000 for theidmu
Industry Association of Yukon.

The department will maintain its highly successiukr-
seas marketing program that will leverage $590,H@in
CanNor in the coming year.

This program has been instrumental in ensuring that

Yukon’s overseas tourism market has continued doegse its
market share in Canada.

I'm sure that many of you have noticed a rise ipadese
visitors to Yukon, with more than 3,500 visiting kan last
year. This represents an approximate 300-percemnedse in
Japanese visitors since 2011. The departmentmwilist a half
million dollars in the coming year in cooperativeaneting
agreements with tour operators, the Canadian Tou@®m-
mission and other partners in our target marketsirat the
world. These agreements more than double our magket-
vestment and they have demonstrated that theyaseresve-
nues for many Yukon tourism businesses.

The department remains committed to our partnensiitp
Nunavut and Northwest Territories by continued ipguration
in the pan-north tourism marketing initiative. Tkpsogram,
which is generously supported by CanNor, with mibvan $1
million annually, promotes the diverse and extrawagy tour-
ism experiences that are available across Canadath. Our
pan-north investments build on the success of joiatketing
that started in 2007 around the Canada Games \asmobed
in 2010, leveraging the Vancouver Olympics, and @ohtinue
through the coming fiscal year.

| have a number of other remarks | would like tdkeebut
seeing that my time is just about out, I'll opewe ttoor to the
members opposite.

Mr. Barr: | would like to thank the Minister of Tour-
ism and Culture for his opening remarks. It is ropdur to rise
to debate the government’s estimates for 2013-t4hfe De-
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partment of Tourism and Culture. | would like te@thank the
officials from the Department of Tourism and Cudtdor their
ongoing outstanding work in this important mainsteyour
economy. | would like to acknowledge the work of staff in
the Official Opposition caucus who provide invallelssis-
tance to us as MLAs to conduct the people’s busines

This is my first opportunity to speak in departmdebate
as I've been away dealing with a family emergenoyvml
south.

I'd like to take this opportunity if | could to givthanks to
the people in the riding of Mount Lorne-Southerrkés who
give so much to improving the quality of life inrdiitle part of
the Yukon. My thanks go to the volunteers in oue filepart-
ments, our EMS crews, our local area councils aedHamlet
of Mount Lorne council, the folks who volunteer aar com-
munity centres for seniors programs and childrexcvities,
the volunteers who flood and maintain the skatings and ski
trails, the people who put time and hard work ioto solid-
waste facilities.

We're nearly through another winter and I'd likedive a
word of thanks to the highway snow removal crews\dh an
outstanding job in our riding, given the situatidghey have to
deal with, especially when we have high snowfalls we did
this year.

Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes is an important toureea
for the Yukon. Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes is cldsethe
City of Whitehorse and the international airpod,many visi-
tors will spend time in the riding. The road frorka§way and
access to ferries and the border runs through Maonte-
Southern Lakes. There are so many attractionss-@asntry
ski trails, hiking trails, mountains — Mount Lorndount Mi-
chie, four mountains in Carcross — territorial ariday use
areas, highway pull-offs and washrooms, a privateseum,
restaurants, coffee shops, wildlife viewing oppoities, cari-
bou, bears and mountain goats. We are now in th&ing of
the swans, which have returned, so you can go m@wan
Haven, the Tagish bridge and the bay of Bennett saedthis
beautiful bird up close. There are no ugly ducksairy of
those; they're all beautiful swans.

There are also the caribou: if you haven't beenrdowthe
Southern Lakes area, there has been work on théh&au
Lakes herd for over 20 years now in reclaiming thauthern
Lakes caribou herd. This was the first year, whilwas out
helping Art Johns on his trapline, directly adjacaoross from
the new proposed campground on the Atlin Road, ersqn-
ally saw 28 caribou. There have been sightingsroda8ibou in
that area. If you've never been out there or haenbiving out
there for many years, you might see one or twaboati so to
see herds of 37 or 28, it has taken a lot of work.

I acknowledge the efforts of all those people inmj the
cumulative efforts, not only of the Southern Lakasibou herd
recovery program and seeing to the success isighjis winter.
I wish them continued growth of this caribou hdrdiould also
like to acknowledge that there is abundant fiskang boating
in the Southern Lakes. Bike trails on Montana Maimtare
world-class. It's been noted in magazines lateét this is the
number one destination of biking trails, and theiecontinued

expansion on these bike trails. There are riverscémoeing
and fishing, and of course the headwaters of thghtyiYukon
River, the Southern Lakes, Tagish Lake, Bennettel &karsh
Lake, and | have the grace to live on one of thadhaters,
Crag Lake, on this great headwaters for the paste2és. I'll
be soon seeing the eagles come back to that lakéharioons
that we witness from my front porch every day thyloout the
summer. It is home to accommodations for tourB&Bs, and
Inn on the Lake. Mount Lorne Southern Lakes isuisb gem
for the territory.

There are many new places in Mount Lorne-Southern
Lakes. | also want to put out to the minister thvatre looking
forward to the new signs in that area that aretimete for new
businesses, such as the Six Mile River Resortydneus new
B&Bs and different sites that will also direct pémpo the
mountain biking trails in Carcross. | know thereg@ng to be
some ongoing work and I'd like to explore signageMount
Lorne-Southern Lakes further in the debate.

Maybe what I'll do in this point in time before eginto a
few questions is say that tourism is a mainstayyukon’s
economy. It's a consistent mainstay that bringsvéod dollars
from people around the world — like the member cifgohas
stated — who come to see our pristine wildernessee our
pristine wilderness as an intact renewable resoiite don’t
have to put money into manicuring the trees. Theywgnatu-
rally and it’s there.

It's something that | want to explore further witle min-
ister in this debate — how we’re going to presesue pristine
wilderness with the influx of mining explorationguiid natural
gas exploration, and the impacts they are goingnake. |
know what the latestvhat We Heardlocument on the Peel —
that many of the people are keeping an eye fromaabthat
have had input into th&/hat We Heargbroject concerning our
pristine wilderness, which is our heritage and oulture to
First Nations, our land that gives us life, thahdisvhere else in
the world do we have intact, first-place ecologpgals that
people can enjoy, can experience.

I would like, at this time, to maybe start off widhquestion
to the minister regarding the plan for a territbpark on Atlin
Lake. The Government of Yukon announced it is dmiely
plans for a new territorial campground at Atlin kakhe gov-
ernment intends that it will be open to the pulitic the 2015
camping season.

The site of the proposed campground is a 112-hectar
serve on the eastern shore of Atlin Lake, at kilomdO of the
Atlin Road, just north of the British Columbia berd The
Yukon government has identified $75,000 in ®epplemen-
tary Estimates No. 2, 2012-18 begin planning, and the 2013-
14 budget main estimates will seek $780,000 torbegnstruc-
tion this summer.

| just briefly mentioned that the wintering grounalsthis
caribou herd — Southern Lakes — that is finallyingsto
peaks never seen before. This is exactly the afeaeM saw
this herd of 28, right in the same campground #reathey are
looking at removing from the caribou’s natural veintabitat.
If you have driven along this road in the winteouywill see
the tracks on the sides of the hills in the snowu ¥an't see a
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spot of just natural, newly fallen snow for the rhers of
tracks. This goes on for kilometers, right in thpécific area.

I have concerns about how heritage, culture andstou
are going to be mitigated. It's my understandingspeaking
with First Nation elders of the area, that thiscifie area is of
huge importance to the archaeological artifact$ #ha yet to
be identified at the site.

As this plan goes forward, my question to the namithis:
What steps is he taking with the stakeholders, dbmbined
First Nations of that area — CTFN, Taku River Tling- who
have identified that this site contains many actgathat have
yet to be looked for, discovered or explored? ike [to know
the extent of the Department of Tourism and Cultuia-
volvement in planning with the Environment ministes this
proceeds and as we look at construction in thesfigear.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to take the opportunity to
continue with the points | was trying to make earihen | ran
out of time, but | think it's also important to eotight now —

since I'm speaking with the Member for Mount Lorne-

Southern Lakes and part of his constituency is Gaecross
area — I'm actually very pleased to announce tdtaya new
visitor information centre in Carcross will be rgafbr the
summer tourism season.

The team at the Carcross Visitor Information Centiie
be providing exceptional services from the new tioca We're
expecting another busy tourism season, and thalibgilis
ideal for meeting travellers’ needs. The Yukon goweent is
entering into a two-year lease of $101,032 with @across
Tagish Management Corporation, on behalf of thecas-
Tagish limited partnership and Northern Vision Depenent
limited partnership. This lease was awarded throaughquest
for proposals. The new visitor information centseciose to
many of the community’s already main attractionsj & part
of a tourism-focused development led by the Carcibagish
Management Corporation.

Yukon’s seasonal visitor centres in Beaver Creehs-C
cross, Dawson City, Haines Junction and Watson Laltke
open on May 2.

The Yukon Visitor Information Centre in Whitehorge
open year-round. New this year, the Whitehorset®fidnfor-
mation Centre will offer Wi-fi Internet access tesst travel-
lers with planning their Yukon experience whileyatg con-
nected with friends and relatives.

This popular stretch of river was designated asma@ian
heritage river in 1992 for its nature heritage aadreational
values. The department will be working to stabiline Lower
Laberge telegraph office and coordinate additiaftedlumenta-
tion of the Shipyard Island site.

This budget also has $160,000 allocated for theagen
ment of the Fort Selkirk historic site, with $2500@ assist
with the heritage management plan for the Kenaidighining
area. The interpretive signage is an important efenof in-
creasing awareness of Yukon’s heritage while enhgnesi-
tor experiences. $70,000 has been allocated ferpretation
and signage in the 2013-14 fiscal year. This woitkfacus on
Yukon travel corridors, including roads, rivers ritege trails
and historic sites. We are proud of the work tedaith inter-
pretive sign panels installed at over 180 sites@#mic routes
and points of interest throughout the Yukon.

Rampart House is allocated $60,000 to enable ogetion
of the preservation work at that site with a fothis year on
stabilizing the Anglican mission buildings. $11000as been
allocated for the Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy and F@dnstantine
historic sites, which are managed in partnershiph vthe
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in.

We also have $30,000 in support of the rehabititativork
on the Yukon Sawmill. This year’s focus will be a@g and
reconstruction of windows and doors. For the YuBamingia
Interpretive Centre, we have budgeted $124,00@ fariety of
maintenance upgrades along with $60,000 for exhibgrades
and development. It is worthy to note that the Bgia Centre,
together with the MacBride Museum, are the mostedsmu-
seums in Yukon each year — both welcome more tie00D
visitors through their doors. The department i® agpporting
the work of another key visitor and heritage aticac the
Yukon Transportation Museum. This year the depamntrmel|
provide the Transportation Museum with $338,00Cebable
important roof repairs.

Madam Chair, regarding the arts, we have $25,060tid
fied for the visual arts acquisition program. Thiading allows
the Friends of the Gallery Society to purchase me#ks for
the Yukon permanent art collection. This collectisnrowned
by the people of Yukon and managed by the depattridre
collection is routinely displayed for audiences asitors in
venues throughout Yukon and Ottawa. Selectionb@tbllec-
tion can also be seen in special events and eixdibitn Yukon

In my comments earlier | was talking about our pan-and beyond. Taking care of this valuable collect®a priority

northern investments, and this is just one exaroplleow our
tourism marketing team leverages more than $2 anilinnu-
ally through funding partners, tourism operatorsuad the
world, and Yukon’s tourism industry. This reseabased,
market-driven approach is enabled through leaderahd in-
vestments by Yukon tourism operators and busine¥gesare
working together to grow together.

Moving on to capital, this budget has $1.69 millialto-
cated for capital projects. For the Cultural Segsidoranch,
$100,000 is allocated to support a variety of nepad mainte-
nance projects to historic properties owned or woed by
Yukon government. This year work will include prcig on the
Thirty Mile portion of the Yukon River.

for the Department of Tourism and Culture. For #843-14
fiscal year, we have identified $40,000 for artlection stor-
age to help increase storage facilities for the ofupermanent
art collection.

Within the Tourism branch, we are providing $200,66r
digital development — an increase of $75,000 frast year’'s
budget. These additional resources will enablediggartment
to make a number of improvements to its digital keting
capacity and its reach. These improvements inchideegic
enhancements to the department’s digital contentaketing
and social media reach.

This investment will ensure Yukon tourism busingssél
have increased access to digital marketing. Thik prbvide
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them with new, effective and affordable marketingestment
options.

| would like to conclude with a few words about staff
of the Department of Tourism and Culture. The stdffthe
department work across a wide variety of profesdicamd
technical areas. On any given day, department staf§ be
travelling to the communities to meet with boardd aommit-
tees responsible for community programming, whitetre
same time archaeologists may be working with Hiation
youth on ice-patch research.

In recent months, Yukon was recognizedloynely Planet
as one of the top 10 must-see visit and traveird®#ins in the

ficial. So the department officials would have thaonversa-
tions.

| can speak for a few moments about the CulturaliSes
branch. It has a budget of $10.7 million for O&Mdaan addi-
tional $12 million for capital projects. The CuldlirServices
branch is responsible for historic sites, museuarts, archives
and heritage resources, which include paleontolagg ar-
chaeology.

Heritage Resources has a budget of $1.3 milliorafioas-
pects of land-based heritage resources, includingealogy,
paleontology, place names and scientist and explicensing.
The Historic Sites unit has been allocated $1.8ianilfor the

world, by Reader’s Digestas one of the 10 Canadian destina-research, preservation, management, developmernhtandre-

tions you need to visit in 2013 and, most recemlgs recog-
nized as the top mountain-biking destination in wld by

tation of Yukon’s historic sites and routes. Theaktment's
Museums unit has a total budget of $2.5 millioret@ble con-

Outside magazine. These accolades support the staff of miynued partnership and support of Yukon’s vibranitseums

department, and their vision to be the place thedwwants to
be and it speaks volumes to the passion, the canenitand
the investment by Yukon businesses, our governnaert
Yukoners in building a strong, diversified and sirsible
economy.

Now, to the member opposite’s question pertainmghe
campground on Little Atlin Lake, | will defer thguestion to
the Minister of Environment in later debate thiteeioon and
he can elaborate more on how the Department ofr&mwvient
is working with a number of different departmentstbe crea-
tion of the campground on Little Atlin Lake. | dbank the
member for his question, but | think it's best aessd by the
Minister of Environment.

Mr. Barr:
Minister of Environment; however, | would like tcslkathe
Minister of Tourism and Culture, regarding the awlogical
artifacts, if there has been any identified at #ie to his
knowledge, and what has been the extent of the ffrepat of
Tourism and Culture’s heritage resources involveimerihe
planning so far, if any.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'll touch briefly on the member op-
posite’s question. | do believe it is best discdssem the Min-
ister of Environment. As with a number of differeateas
throughout the territory, archaeological assesssnan¢ rec-
ommended on a case-by-case basis by Heritage Resour
depending on the likelihood of archaeological histsites or
paleontological resources on that location. Forpgnounds, it
would be standard practice for the two departmémtsvork
together. As the Minister of Environment had alseted, YE-
SAB would be involved. Yes, the Department of Tenriand
Culture and the Department of Environment will berking
together on the planning process of that campgramdtlin
Lake.

Mr. Barr: I'm wondering if the Minister of Tourism
and Culture has had any conversations with the Risst Na-
tions directly involved with the proposal or plawshave con-
versations prior to moving forward — or, have tloeyntacted
him?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for his
question. | do need to remind the member oppok#é It am
the Minister of Tourism and Culture. I'm not a depzent of-

| appreciate the minister’s deferral to the

and cultural centres. The department provides $566,000 to
directly support operation and programs at seveko¥u-irst

Nation centres. The Arts section is receiving $Bi8ion this

year to enable continued support of Yukon's dynarait
community. The department is supporting the Olde Hifall

with $150,000 to enable artists and community gsoup
showcase and market performing arts, literatujaliarts and
crafts.

Yukon Archives has a budget of $1.4 million to deats
continued operation as well as upgrades to itseatifuilding.
The department is adding new works to the Yukonmaeent
art collection with $25,000 budgeted for the visadk acquisi-
tion program.

The museums contribution program provides partiablf
ing support for the annual management and opegtimi
Yukon First Nation cultural heritage centres throowgt the
territory. Tourism and Culture entered into a 1@njease with
CAFN to house our visitor information in the Day ICultural
Centre in Haines Junction. This partnership allotedVIC —
visitor information centre — to showcase the arid aulture
with a large First Nation component that is avdéab all ar-
eas of the Yukon.

The tourism and culture arts fund awarded $35,00thé
Adéka Society for the 2012 Adaka Festival. | wanttake a
moment to thank the members of the Adaka Festivatifeir
continued hard work and their desire to build refahips
within the community, the territory and, truly, theuntry.

They put on an incredible show that is gaining apydar-
ity across our country. They are working with thekgn First
Nations Tourism Association on its restructurindogs, in
partnership with the Adaka Cultural Festival. tonvent the
organization and support the development of boghRilnst Na-
tion culture and tourism sectors. The First Natiwgritage
training coordinator continues to work with variobsst Na-
tions and the Yukon Historical and Museums Assamiato
develop and deliver training opportunities for Eik&ation cul-
tural centres and museums.

Pertaining to archaeological assessments, theme éstab-
lished regulatory process — YESAA. That proces®liswed
by Yukon government regulators and archaeologéts, the
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Yukon government will follow the process and staghim that
process.

Mr. Barr:
committed to refunding the Old Fire Hall.

It has become quite a popular place for visuasttimusi-
cians, craft sales and a meeting place for diftenearkshops. |
know that the people down at the Old Fire Hall, ¥dkoners,
will be happy to know that this venue is going tmiinue as a
place they can gather and share good times.

Also, | would like to come back a little later tioet minis-
ter's recent remarks about the Archives fundinghdnk the
minister for the archaeological artifacts, and Il Wwe looking
forward to staying in touch with him as things pexs with
this new campground and to hearing the Environnmeinis-
ter's comments later today regarding the concernsave
brought forward regarding the caribou herd and omgoego-
tiations or talks with different First Nations.

| would like to turn now to a few Tourism and Cubue-
lated items from the Yukon Party platform, whichvéeeen
itemized in the 2012 mandate letter from the Premie

Platform item 98 reads: “Establish Culture Quesa qer-
manent fund.”

The member opposite was talking specifically abOut-
ture Quest. The Culture Quest fund has been esti@dlias an

I'm glad to hear that the minister has ongoing funding program with $157,000 annually fwojects

that animate our arts and our culture. It is aneptonal pro-
gram, one that the Department of Tourism and Callisivery
proud to promote. | thank the member for his qoesti

Mr. Barr: I would just like to comment regarding the
minister’s last couple of remarks. | remember thimiser of
Environment last sitting speaking to the — | bedieiv was
Lonely Planet— stating that this Yukon Territory is in the top
10 places to visit.

What | didn't hear in the remarks was the remairaféhe
comments — | believe it was abdubnely Planet— as it be-
ing one of the top 10 places to visit. But theyogoto say you
better get there before the presenting mining @stisrget there
— and | see the minister opposite shaking his hééell, he
might want to look at this comment — not the Mieisof
Tourism and Culture.

I would like to state for the record that this mzige states
to get there before the mining interests disclama pristine
wilderness is intact. | think that this is importda bring for-
ward forHansard for the public to realize. It is pretty nice to

Can the minister provide some more details aboigt th go on about what we do have, but | think it's jastimportant

fund?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
my feet in this Legislature and talk about the geautk that
the department is doing.

for all of us to be concerned, especially the Mani®f Tourism

It's always a pleasure to stand on and Culture, to be working with his colleagues clire and

consistently in preserving so that the pending ngrinterests
and LNG interests remove exactly what this maga&rsating

In my previous comments, | mentioned that Yukon was— that get there. It is wonderful and beautifuk Wwhy we live

designated byonely Planetas a top-10, must-visit travel des-

tination for 2013. Subsequent global media covegeyeerated
tremendous exposure for Yukon and expanded awaresfes
Yukon as a premier outdoor travel destination.

Following media familiarization trips led by the pet-
ment, bothReader's Digestind Outside magazine have also
highlighted Yukon as a must-visit Canadian desiimathigh-
lighting some of the exciting new visitor experieacthat
Yukon has to offer.

The department’'s Tourism branch signed a letter
agreement with the Klondike Visitors Associatioopenitting
to work together on a number of marketing-relategjgets and
initiatives in 2012-13, and also in the 2013-14disyear.

The department’'s marketing project with CanNor Itesu
in an increase in higher yield overseas visitotsictv has offset
an anticipated decline in visitors from the U.Sd ather coun-
tries suffering from depressed economies.

I'll give another little plug out here to some difet other
work that the department is working on with Yukaneand
that's Northern Scene. This government is very gddathat
Yukon performing, visual, literary, culinary andsfaon arts
will be showcased at the Northern Scene festiv@tiawa this
spring. This unique festival will increase awarenes the
Yukon’s diverse culture and inspire the audienceliszover
more of Canada’s north.

Northern Scene offers great exposure and careaaev
ment opportunities for the Yukon arts communityaldo sup-
ports the department’'s work expanding and promoting
Yukon brand to global markets.

here. It's why people come to visit here, and watwa keep
this for the Yukon people and our generations to&o
I would like to maybe read a little bit here, cowiing

something that has been an ongoing issue withirtetréory
with what we are dealing with regarding the Pe¥liKon Ter-
ritory has established an international reputatibibeing rug-
ged, outdoors, a last frontier.” Our tourism islbaround this
promise and this premise. Since Jack London anceiR&er-
vice came and experienced life in the far north,hage been

obranded as wild, tough and beautiful. Wildernesseatlre

travel is a growing market. Our territory is foraia to be
known as a region of vast wilderness, where peocgiecome
to hike, paddle and explore. We have many busisesseur
territory that work in this industry of wildernessiventure,
offering visitors a chance to go out on the land Half-day
adventures all the way to multi-day expeditionsneaf which
I have had the pleasure to attend and be on, wilinbss-
oriented adventures and with just friends off expig and hik-
ing the mountains — no trails. It is an amazingcplan which
we live.

A unique place that we have here in the Yukon, prfor
tourism, is the Peel River watershed. This is aoregnique,
not just to Yukon or Canada, but the world. When jmok at
the Department of Tourism’s websitettp://travelyukon.com
they have a great section on outdoor activitieeyTtho a fan-
tastic job promoting different activities. | thattie department
staff for this fantastic job of the activities thatu can do in the
Yukon, such as hiking, horseback riding, raftinght-seeing,
as well as linking potential customers with locpemtors who
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provide these services. The department relies amgating

tourism through promoting our wilderness. When jaak up

canoeing and kayaking, this website boasts thaefdtare a
couple of traits though that all Yukon rivers sharecrystalline
clear waters and nature at its most untouched asgailed.”

In another spot, potential visitors are told: “Tévehilarat-
ing Snake, Bonnet Plume and Wind Rivers flow thtooge of
the most remote regions of North America.”

When reading about hiking, visitors are encouratged
“Enjoy unparalleled backcountry ridge hikes ovekiog the
Wind and Snake Rivers,” and “If there’s a singuliit that
defines hiking in the Yukon, it's the ability toatrerse pristine,
larger-than-life landscapes without seeing a soul.”

| often drive to Dawson City. I've been here cldse30
years now, and it still comes to my mind when Inkhiof
Tintina Trench. That's one area that | remembemfrehen |
first came here — and other areas you can justlseagine
that as far as the Arctic Ocean, | could walk theeme maybe
step someplace that nobody else has walked on'sTthatfeel-
ing | get. | believe people come and they're in af¢his pris-
tineness.

Intact nature, untouched, pristine — this is what ad-
venture tourism industry requires to thrive. Thepaut of al-
lowing industrial development in the Peel watershét have
significant impact on local businesses that proydiled trips
into the region. The Wilderness Tourism Associati@s over
70 members, with each member being a businessciassn
or organization actively involved in adventure-lshgeurism.
They have asked the government to follow the firedom-
mended plan for the Peel watershed region.

According to their website, wilderness tourism camigs
have consistently been taking visitors down thek8n&Vind,
Bonnet Plume, Hart, Blackstone and Peel rivers deveral
decades. Individuals are attracted to this areagily because
it offers a vast and mostly untouched environmentnplete
with its clean flowing waters, healthy wildlife palations and
lack of permanent settlements or developments.

It is these qualities that make the Peel watersiméglie. In
February of last year, the Tourism Industry Asstaia of
Yukon issued a press release stating that theyosugie Final
Recommended Peel Watershed Regional Land Use dpldn
the work done by the planning commission. In thagmion,
the Peel River watershed, and particularly theethireers, is a
national treasure. It is an important componerihefterritory’s
long-term environmental and economic health andnaalu-
able asset for Yukon'’s significant tourism economy.

TIA Yukon spoke to this again this January, conedrn
that anything other than the final recommended plauld
create uncertainty for the tourism industry.

TIA Yukon, like the Department of Tourism and Cuéy
believes that a large reason people are willingraweel all the
way to the Yukon for their vacation — at a highestcthan
they could go to other places, | might add — isuhderstand-
ing that coming north is going to feel remote, Iqwistine and
smell fresh. The idea of hiring a guide to go dwa-week trip
down the Wind River is to be somewhere where tieligtle to
no trace of humans having been there. TIA Yukontevtbat

infrastructure, such as roads and camps, canndiidaen in
these broad-view, sparsely treed valleys. Developme

rights-of-way, bridges and camps accompanied byelligans-
ports would lead to the deterioration and inevitaielmination
of these trips. It also speaks to this: for indysitndustrial de-
velopment in the Peel means that we will no longgerble to
offer an attractive and highly sought-after wildesa experi-
ence. Wilderness tourism companies have consigtdmgén
taking visitors down the Snake, Wind, Bonnet Plukiart and
Blackstone rivers. In 1998, the Bonnet Plume weasigiated
as a Canadian heritage river. One important factdhe suc-
cessful designation had to do with the level ofdethess still
available for recreational use. Some markers oflityuan-

cluded landscape, visual integrity, personal sdétubiodiver-
sity and naturalness and the absence of evidengei@f hu-
man use.

This seems to be a common theme — “prior human. use”

Those involved in seeking the designation were algare that
being a Canadian heritage river would draw moreemut!
people to visit.

The inherent values of nature are evident in thed Rgjion
watershed. Few places in the world have the sartmucined,
raw feel of this watershed. We could capitalizetigs, promote
this and encourage this.

Tourism operators in the Yukon are nervous right re
uncertain about how their business is going tonbgaicted by
decisions made by this government. These are jotated
operators who contribute to our communities, aterofaising
their families here and care about the long-tersiowi of where
the Yukon is going. They want to know that the dnehat is
being sold to their clients is going to be the saw¢he reality
they experience when they come.

I'd like to know how the minister is working witlé rest
of his caucus to maintain that what | just saiceheill continue
to be an ongoing, viable opportunity for peoplening these
businesses in their future and the future of tbkildren’s chil-
dren.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Deputy Chair, the tourism in-
dustry remains integral to the lives and econoned-yeing of
many Yukoners. Visitor statistics for Yukon thisayeshow that
tourism is growing. In 2012, as | mentioned eaylraore than
320,000 visitors crossed Yukon’s borders, arrivingprivate
vehicles and motor coaches. This is a four-perg@rtase in
border crossings, compared to 2011. Further caritrig to the
growth in tourism is a 10-percent increase in thenber of
passengers arriving and departing from the ErikIdgie
Whitehorse International Airport last year.

Yukon’s tourism sector continues to be a solid srehdy
contributor to Yukon's economy, generating revendes
Yukon businesses of approximately $200 million aaiiyu
2012 was a good year for tourism in Yukon, with caurf
percent increase in visitation compared to 2011 ant
performing the national average for one or mordtsgvisita-
tion by non-residents. Building on the success@f2and re-
ports of a strong winter season, the Departmefibafism and
Culture is forecasting growth in visitation of besn one and
two percent for 2013.
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The Government of Yukon is working with the Yukon organizations participated in that consultationeif tinput will

tourism industry to learn more about our visitagpectations
and changing travel patterns. The year-round Y ukisitor
tracking program will provide the tourism industaynd gov-
ernment with a better understanding of our visitaral the
economic benefits that they indeed bring. Followingeview
with industry, initial survey results will be madeailable to
the public this spring with the final report covegiboth sum-
mer and winter surveys — it will be released by ¢ne of this
year.

Over the last decade, the Department of TourismGuiel
ture has spent more than $67.4 million on markeYingon to
potential visitors in North America and around gtebe. Since
2007, the department has leveraged more than $2liem
from the federal government to support Yukon mankeand
more than $4 million to support pan-north marketi@yr ap-
proach to marketing partnerships, along with theison coop-
erative marketing fund, leverages more than $11Bomiannu-
ally in industry investment for Yukon tourism matike.

The Department of Tourism and Culture provides fess
counselling services to tourism operators, busasssntrepre-
neurs and investors to support product developnigm. de-
partment participates on government committeesvamdiing
groups to ensure that tourism interests are coregida Yukon
government planning, resource development and e@mviental
assessments.

Working in consultation with industry stakeholdethe
department is refining its product developmenttstrp and
annual plan to better meet the needs of todayi®preneur.

It's also important to note that each year with tistor
information centres across the territory, we preval fairly
substantial training session where all the emplsyesn get
together under one roof and discuss the approacthéonew
year. | am pleased to report that the visitor infation training
session for the 2013 year will be hosted at theb@arCross-
ing in Carcross. That may be some useful inforrmafar the
member opposite.

The Peel region that the member opposite spoket dlasu
significant tourism and heritage values that muestchrefully
managed and protected in a manner that allows iatyaof
land uses. The Tourism branch staff participatedommunity
and tourism stakeholder meetings on the final renended
land use plan and Yukon government’s proposed aed Lise
designation system. The Government of Yukon willegfull
and fair consideration to all comments receivedinguthat
consultation.

Madam Chair, tourism and guided hunting are imparta
activities throughout the Peel watershed regiomrism values
have been identified and considered throughoutnian con-
sultation, and plan review process. Throughout Yhe&ous
stages of the Peel planning process, staff fromDiygartment
of Tourism and Culture worked closely with Enerd®ines
and Resources and all the other departments indolMee De-
partment of Tourism and Culture officials were itwem in the
planning for the community and stakeholder consiotiaand
participated in the consultation meetings this aintYukon
government was pleased to see that tourism busisemsd

be carefully considered in the Yukon governmentsiew.
Additional information on the Peel subject can deamed
through the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resoutaed the
Minister of Environment.

Tourism Yukon assesses the potential and perforenafc
all its geomarkets on an annual basis, taking adoount a
number of factors, including border crossings, daten the
international travel survey, the Canadian Tourisam@ission
market portfolio index, exit surveys, visitor inteptions, re-
ports from travel-trade partners and market peréorce, intel-
ligence provided by Yukon tourism operators. SirR09,
Tourism Yukon has utilized a market assessment i
analyzes each target market based on a numbeiterfiaithat
are fed by the various sources of intelligencestisabout. In
the coming year, Tourism Yukon is undertaking aketpro-
gram assessment that will drive creation of a niaeddkon
market assessment model that draws on researalstigdand
departmental intelligence and marketing program p&yorm-
ance indicator reporting. That will enable strategiarket as-
sessment which ultimately drives the budget aliocat

For the 2013-16 market strategy and the 2013-14ketar
ing plan, we will continue to classify our geomaskas pri-
mary, secondary, emerging and monitor. Tourism Yi&ko
investments, activities and support for each markidt be
driven by these classifications with some flexiyilio respond
to strategic opportunities when they arise.

In primary, consumer trade, media relations, PRrapét-
ings, incentives, conventions, and events in Care@athe
Canadian market, the U.S. market, German-speakurgpe,
Switzerland and Austria. Secondary markets witddranedia
relations, PR, and consumer CTC campaigns and tradp-
erative marketing would fall under the secondaryke@s of
Australia, the United Kingdom and Japan. Emergiraykets
for Yukon are the Netherlands, South Korea and ¢aaMar-
kets that the department is monitoring but wheerehare no
planned in-market activities are Mexico, China &ndzil.

Mr. Barr:
officials in a briefing yesterday that we will béla to hear
ongoing stats on the website from last year and &ds the
upcoming fall about the number of tourists comimdpithe
territory and from which ports they are entering.

Hopefully, it will help us with the monitoring arttow we
can best help those areas to continue having falksing into
the territory to stay another day. | know that wvitthe tourism
and culture industry there are opportunities foopgde to do
activities, whether it is to host musical events lthe one at
Haines Junction — the bakery, which on Friday rédtas mu-
sic. | was wondering if the department has look#&d this. |
have been approached by other people wanting todaohese
opportunities. | wonder if the department and thaister
would be willing to entertain expanding this intarccamp-
grounds. | know that this is a practice that is elén other
places in the territory, where we might have a @ergr pro-
gram initiated where somebody is able to set up icamp-
ground, whether to display their products localtyptay some

| was happy to hear from the department
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tunes around some of the campfires. | know thapleeaisiting
us enjoy this type of activity.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'll just remind the member opposite
that the campgrounds do fall under the purviewhefMinister
of Environment, and provided that we get throughifison and
Culture today, they are slated to be up after wiished with
Tourism and Culture.

The Yukon visitor tracking survey is part of the daet-
ment of Tourism and Culture’s efforts to ensure tha Yukon
government remains industry-led, market-driven eggkarch-
based. | know there is one individual in particularthe de-
partment listening right now who will particulargnjoy those
words.

The Yukon visitor tracking survey was developedam-
sultation with the industry representing the Taurigndustry
Association of Yukon and the Senior Marketing Cortbhee!.
The selection of the contractor to conduct the Yukasitor
tracking program was done through a public tendgniais-
tered by a joint industry and department committee.

The survey uses traditional exit survey methodolagile
adding innovative components such as self-admnedteablets
and the use of indicator sites. In the long tefmesé new sur-
vey techniques will help us refine our approactetsure we
can receive timely, effective and reliable visitaformation.
Key findings from the summer survey will be madelpin
the spring at the TIA spring conference the firsel of May.
A combined report of all findings from the summedawinter
surveys will be produced, along with the methodglogcom-
mendations for future data collection, by the ehthis year.

Tourism Yukon's marketing framework takes a channel

marketing approach segmented as media relatianslttrade,
consumer and public relations, as well as meetimggntives,
conventions and events. Tourism Yukon is curreimtlthe de-
velopment and organization of a number of strategexia
relations and PR initiatives that, when fully impiented, are
poised to have a significant and positive impacth@ngenera-
tion of unpaid media coverage from the Canadaut& and
international markets.

Tourism Yukon's primary strategic media PR initiati
will be the implementation of its global media t&as strat-
egy. Key objectives incorporated into the globaht&lgy in-
clude: integration of North America media relaticagivities
within consumer and trade platforms; the integratid North
America and overseas media relations and PR inist and
activation of appropriate social media initiativas, outlined in
both the global media relations strategy and tieertty devel-
oped digital strategy.

The successful implementation of these new inititiare
expected to enhance communications with media ctsta
thereby increasing the potential to generate om-liraditional
print and electronic unpaid media coverage. Theetrérade
channel is critically important to Tourism Yukorargicularly
in the overseas markets. Many international visitior Yukon
choose to book their vacation through a travel egen

Travel agencies typically purchase from a tour afwer
who packages and promotes Yukon tourism produatisexn
periences. Our support of the travel trade vadepending on

the market, but generally includes a number of o#tativities,
such as attending key travel trade marketplacemdet with
key accounts and identify potential new travel érgartners. |
did have the opportunity to travel to Germany Faditto meet
with a number of these individuals in both Germamg Zu-
rich, Switzerland, and | must tell you that theyrery excited
about selling the Yukon brand to people in theinrtoy.

Artists and organizations can apply to the depantiae
funding programs — arts fund, Advanced Artist Awaadlts
operating fund — for campground art activities, gmdposals
are evaluated according to fund criteria and adptéd at
arm’s length from the department. | thank the manibe his
question.

Mr. Barr: | thank the minister for his clarity on the
assistance with promotions for artisans and pewpkhe arts
— the funding they can access.

I would like to continue with some more platforrarits. It
goes to arts and the arts policy. It's about ite®® and is re-
garding the public arts policy to incorporate Yulkam for new
public buildings. The goal was echoed in thHanc-
tional/Facility Programfor the Dawson City hospital written in
2009. On pages 1 to 29, where the design concegtsisribed,
the element of local art is included, and | qudtublic dis-
plays of artwork created by local artisans”. It ltasne to our
attention that in fact the Yukon Hospital Corpasatiis not
sourcing Yukon art; rather, we are told they arking for art
from B.C. and Alberta. With so many fine Yukon siti pro-
ducing beautiful works, hopefully the rumour we ddward is
not true.

Can the minister confirm if the Yukon Hospital Corg-
tion is procuring local Yukon art for the two newsdpitals un-
der construction?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: There is a history of including art in
public buildings such as Yukon College, the Law @erand,
most recently, in the Haines Junction Visitor Imf@tion Cen-
tre, but there is no established principle or potix allow for a
consistent approach.

A public art policy would create a process to ipayate
art commissions into the design, budgeting, conttrn and
fit-out stage of new government buildings. The agpant has
issued a tender for research into the role puldtiplays in pub-
lic buildings. This research will help the Departmhef Tour-
ism and Culture determine the next steps for indeedting a
Yukon public art policy.

Public art provides economic opportunities for Yolart-
ists and it really creates cultural experienceskimgrin or vis-
iting our public buildings. The Government of Yukoecog-
nizes the potential of visual art to enhance pugtiaces while
reflecting the diversity and creativity of Yukorests commu-
nity.

The department is currently developing a consisterd
cost-effective approach to acquiring Yukon art display in
public buildings. This approach will acknowledges throwth
and development of Yukon visual arts and enhaneegtiv-
ernment buildings for the benefit of the public kens and for
visitors.
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| can speak about the government funding that sgppo that goes hand in hand with someone trying to naalkéng —

Yukon artists in reaching international audienckst last De-
cember we announced that a number of artists wadelive a
total of $22,515 in funding through the Yukon tmgriartist
fund. At that time | said that the Yukon governminpleased
to support Yukon artists in their efforts to sh#reir work be-
yond our borders. | also said these tours will dptime creativ-
ity, diversity and energy of Yukon’s arts community new
audiences while supporting the growth of these gasibnal
artists.

to have their art purchased.

Perhaps the Minister of Tourism will work with tMinis-
ter of Health and Social Services in getting togetind seeing
if we can do something about this before the pwebkaare
made from Outside. | would ask the minister if heuld be
willing to undertake such an endeavour with hisspezctive
colleagues who would be identified, to allow tlasheppen.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Yukon permanent art collection
belongs to the people of Yukon. It serves as actfin and

Also just last December, we made an announcemenat —enhancement of the Yukon’s heritage and of itsuceltlt is

number of projects encouraging artistic expressiad com-
munity engagement are receiving government suppdrthat
time, there were six organizations that shared $IEb in
funding through the Yukon arts fund. | had indiche that
time that the Government of Yukon was again vegapéd to
support community projects that foster artistic elepment
and public engagement. Yukon artists and audiebessfit
from the opportunity to participate in favouritenamal events,
as well as new projects exploring diverse aspett¥ukon
culture.

| again thank the member opposite for his questind
look forward to further questions.

Mr. Barr:
aware of the Yukon government’s permanent art ctitia. In
the briefing, it was explained that it is, | begev$25,000 to
bring the permanent art collection to our publiaggls through-
out the territory. I'm sure that the artists in teeritory — and |
know that some of their art has been selected ¢orbe part of
the permanent art collection that does get displdlgeoughout
our public buildings, some of which the NorthernltGral Ex-
pressions Society is now involved with. They do éngieces
that are on display, along with displays in oupait from that
society of these young carvers. | do know that whérave
spoken with artists throughout the territory, sirtbey have
become aware that these two new hospitals will dukihg
Outside for their art, they are quite disappointeat. example,
prints that we may be see coming into the territerynany, if
not all, of these artists of the original works @arints that are
available here.

There could be — and | believe there is — time pe a
proach the local stores, to work out deals or cagsimns on
larger inventories of the prints that are availabight now.
This would provide work, not only for those artistsproduce
more prints, but also for the frame shops. | see=afrour local
frame shops is now out of business. They had beenglace
for many years.

| think that as we are building more and more, eislg
when we consider the number of rooms —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Barr:
would be happy if he was still in business. The dsthem
would be able to frame these prints, especially whe're
looking at hospitals and foyers — the number ofmeahat
would have local artists. Thinking of their art pablic display
not only brings pride to our territory, but a geatision of not
only providing the opportunity to create art, bat@portunity

funded by the Department of Tourism and Culturerk&qur-
chased for the collection are selected by the \tekmorganiza-
tion Friends of the Gallery. They strive to ensthrat the col-
lection contains quality, unique and important Yokaorks
that are suitable for a public collection. The eotion is valued
at over $2.5 million.

Works from the collection are displayed in publieas of
Yukon government buildings in Whitehorse, Faro, Baw
City and Mayo for the enjoyment of Yukoners andtuis to
this territory. In fact, a large number of worksrfr the collec-
tion are also stored in a secure, climate-contidieility at the
Yukon Arts Centre. In shared space with the Yukats £en-

Regarding the minister’'s response, | amtre’s art collection, the specialized storage amesures that the

works do not degrade or become damaged. | thiskaipro-
priate at this time to thank the Yukon Arts Ceritretheir rela-
tionship with the department.

The current storage area is reaching capacity opgsly
store that collection. In addition to exploring iopts for addi-
tional storage space, the Department of TourismQGuitlre is
working to identify operational changes that coddip address
the art storage capacity challenges. It's importantote that
$25,000 in this budget is allocated for permanesitection
purchases. It's also important to note that ther&60,000 in
this budget allocated to a space study funded bpd?ty Man-
agement division. There is also $40,000 allocateddiesign
and purchase of shelving for the collection at Yudon Arts
Centre.

The Government of Yukon also recognizes the impoea
of the programming developed and delivered by tloethérn
Cultural Expressions Society. Yukon governmentlé&aged to
provide funding to enable the society to help enmgr@rtists
develop the artistic, social and business skikgiired for per-
sonal success. | know a number of the artists wtena the
Northern Cultural Expressions Society and | musd #uht |
was amazed by the work that they put out there. Départ-
ment of Tourism and Culture will also provide opirg fund-
ing of $345,000 each year for three years to asssociety in
reaching its goals and provide certainty for iter@pions.

It was just last December that we announced theoluk

Right across the street, actually — hegovernment’s annual call for submissions to theraerent art

collection that included an opportunity for artistshave their
artwork professionally photographed.

At that time, | announced that the Yukon permaremt
collection is an important cultural legacy thateefs the diver-
sity of our visual arts community. | also notedttttdas year’'s
call for submissions offered a fantastic professiotevelop-
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ment opportunity for artists. | think it's importato note that
the Friends of the Gallery chair, Scott Price, haticated at
that time that artists can use the images, statesmemd re-
sumes — not only to prepare quality submissionstHer per-
manent art collection, but also for future subnuissi portfo-
lios and grant applications — great opportunities.

Pertaining to the questions from the member oppaswit
the hospitals, | actually need to defer those goeston the
operation of the new Dawson hospital. They shoeldlibected
to the Hospital Corporation. | do thank the memfmr his
guestion, but we will have to defer that questiothte Hospital
Corporation.

Mr. Barr:
ing of a three-year funding agreement with North€uitural
Expressions Society is welcome news from the nenigthave
had many years of involvement since its inceptiod aeing
involved day to day, not only with the staff thebet the carv-
ers, who worry whether or not they're going to here at the
end of March every year — knowing this will be socmenfort.
| do know that other funding they do require is floeir begin-
ner program and they continue to struggle with sahé¢he
activities and programming they provide the comruvhen
we look at the totem pole raising, for examples d@he of many
— when we look in this room, the plaques that waoee in
conjunction with Calvin Morberg and, | believe, éttKane-
meister” — | will just say that — the other carvefgthese two
plagues.

The canoe is on display. It has just been ongdiam sure
that not only the ones following in their footstepst the
Yukon as a whole benefit from this program. Willidane is
the other; that's it. We can see the work. These lang-
established artists in the communities, followingheir elders’
footsteps to regain their culture. Some of the lkaghe minis-
ter speaks of have been spawned from this prografrom-the
Dakhka Khwaan Dancers — that will be appearingelldve,
at the Northern Scene along with various otherllacgsts. |
would like to say that the tourism and culture opyoaities
from these folks are welcomed by the artists inténgtory and
the continued support is something that will onyhance peo-
ple travelling out there to see what these art&ksabout when
they’re out there communicating with the crowdstmne here
to the Yukon.

It'll raise our tourism dollars, which brings meitem 102,
in supporting our touring artists, which the migisspoke to.

I know that this is part of the Minister of Econanibevel-
opment’s portfolio also, but | was wondering if thinister of
Tourism and Culture has explored with these tousagports
an idea that was floated, or is he aware of aritpaagreement
with Air North, the touring support and the artithemselves,
where they would put in $200 to fly out of the tEmy to an
impromptu engagement that would allow tourists ¢cable to
be visible where Air North flies — whether it's V@ouver,
Calgary or Edmonton.

The artist comes up with $200 and that’s theirmeflight.
Tourism kicks in the other; Air North kicks in tlether. I'm
just wondering where those talks are. I've heaad that might

| would like to acknowledge that the secur-

become a reality this year. Could the minister expan that
please?

Chair: Would the members like a break?

All Hon. Members:  Agree.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

to order. We are resuming debate on Vote 54, Deasntt of
Tourism and Culture.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, I'm actually quite
pleased to talk about some of the different furdg tve have
within Tourism and Culture. One of those fundshis touring
artist fund, which supports artists who showcasar tivork
outside of Yukon for their own professional devetmmt and
also to increase their viability as professiondists and to
place Yukon performing, visual and literary artstlie context
of the contemporary arts in Canada and around trlw

Eligible tours must include one anchor venue wheee
applicant is selected to present work as a redut profes-
sional selection process. This is where an artigtsk is cho-
sen for its merit by a professional jury, commifteerator or
other similar process.

The application must include the written invitatifnom
the anchor venue to the applicant, which desctibesature of
the invitation, any contributions by the host venoward tour
expenses and the nature or confirmation of thecsefeproc-
ess. The selection process information might aksgtovided
via submission guidelines that the venue publighsswhere.

A tour is more than one venue or more than onstirtic-
tivity at one venue. The supplied invitation onlgshto come
from one venue on that tour. It is not necessarinttude a
portfolio or samples of their work. The invitatitom the host
venue reflects the relative merit of the opportynit

Another fund that we’re also very proud of promgtin
within the department is the Advanced Artist Awafdhe ob-
jective of the Advanced Artist Award is to assistvanced
Yukon visual, literary and performing artists pisictg at a
senior level with innovative projects, travel owedtional pur-
suits that contribute to their personal artistiwglepment and
to their community.

The program serves as a foundation for much ofitide
array of cultural products and events in the Yuk®he in-
tended results and outcomes of the Advanced Aktisird are
to encourage artistic creativity, to enable artistdevelop their
own skills, and to improve the ability of artistsgromote their
own work and to promote their own talents.

Madam Chair, awards to the artists represent tbeareh
and development portion of the arts funding. Thishie risky
or experimental portion of an artist's developméfdr exam-
ple, the writing and editing of a manuscript thaymater be
published; songwriting or studio work for an albdihat may
later be manufactured; the creation of a body afkvtbat may
result in an exhibition; or a script that may béyfproduced in
a theatre season.
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Eligible applicants for the Advanced Artist Awamtiude
Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Candmahave
lived in the Yukon for at least one continuous ygaor to the
award deadline.

In addition, an applicant must be considered tatartist
working at the advanced level. An advanced arfisan indi-
vidual who has specialized training in his or hdistc field,
not limited to training in academic institutionsdais also rec-
ognized as an advanced artist by his or her pdéss, they
have a history of public presentation of his or &&n work.

Projects that further develop a particular art fasmex-
plore a new area within the artist’s field wouldalfall under
“eligible for funding”. Other items would includehart-term
educational pursuits, post-secondary or post-gtadsaudy
related to a specific project, or travel to attensipecific event
related to the artistic development of the applican

There are some limitations to the funding. Actigti ap-
plicants and projects that may not be eligible fiording are
artists who are not operating at an advanced |leashmercial
projects such as photo reproductions or mass-peatacts
products; major purchases such as tools, musisuments,
word processors, printers or equipment; marketirgtenial,
packaging or graphic design for arts products, al as pro-
jects that start before the deadline. Requestsrdopactive
funding would not be eligible and post-secondanydgt not
related to that specific project would not be dligi

An individual artist may receive funding only oneeery
18 months, or every third season. Eligible costsldianclude
subsidization if the applicant is not employed dgrihe pro-
ject, childcare, supplies and materials specifich® project,
small purchases specific to the project, servies,feental of
facilities, venues or studio space, travel, inaligdaccommoda-
tion, tuition or workshop fees and books or reqliseurces.

There is an assessment of applications and theoeglpr
process deadlines for the Advanced Artist Awardasré\pril 1
and October 1. Like conventional arts grants, tfeg@am de-
pends on two principles: peer review, and arm’sderfund-
ing. It's important to note that the departmentfsia not make
funding decisions, but they do facilitate the aggion and the
assessment process.

Applications are assessed by a peer jury made wphef
Yukon artists. The jury is selected by the depaninoe behalf
of the Yukon Arts Advisory Council. Juries changele ses-
sion and are made up of artists representing divantsforms to
achieve funding allocations that are balanced imdge exper-
tise and cultural representation. Care is takezngure that the
jury members do not stand to benefit from an appliceceiv-
ing funds. For example, a recording studio prodweeuld not
be asked to sit on a jury where an applicant hatieapto con-
duct a sound recording project at that studio.

Completed applications are assessed by the destjualy
based on the following criteria: the degree to Whike pro-
posed activity or project meets the objectiveshef Advanced
Artist Award; an assessment of the education, ézpee and
skill level of that applicant; the performance bist or public
exposure of the applicant; the degree to whichptiogect will
meet the artistic development objectives of thailiapnt; the

existence of a realistic and feasible budget aimeriary; and
finally, the available funds.

The jury recommendations are approved by the didire
Yukon Arts Advisory Council before being forwardedme, as
Minister of Tourism and Culture, for final approvahd an-
nouncement. Applicants will be notified in writiraf the re-
sults within eight weeks of the application deagllibecisions
and jury names are kept confidential until formpproval and
announcements to the applicants are made. Finthltymedia
is then later notified of the award results.

Another fund that we are very proud to promotehes arts
fund, to offer funding assistance to group proje¢hts are arts-
focused, to foster the creative development oftiein Yukon
and to support the principles of the Yukon artdqylThe in-
tended results and outcomes of the arts fund asntourage
activities of communities, art collectives, non4itrgroups and
First Nations in the performing, literary and vikwaats. Arts
fund projects encourage participation in and apptien of the
arts, engage wide public participation, developnguemerg-
ing and advanced artists and animate Yukon comiesrgnd
events.

Eligibility of the arts fund: applicants includetiat collec-
tives, non-profit organizations, community assaora, indus-
try associations, First Nation governments, schomincils,
local advisory councils and municipal governmerRgojects
vary but may include festival development, speaidiatives
training, performance and event productions.

There are some limitations to funding for the dttsd.
Projects, expenses and applications not eligiblduiading are
applications from individuals, applications for @ap projects,
projects that start prior to the application dezelliprojects that
will begin before assessment results are expeptefects that
directly compete with local private sector initiegs, admini-
stration expenses for applicants who already recéimding
under the arts operating fund program, adminismabir artistic
fees for arts collective applicants, ongoing myéar costs that
will result from the project and expenses not dlyerelated to
that project.

Generally, only one project will be funded per éggoht in
any given fiscal year. There may be exceptionsht® dne-
application-per-year rule that are appropriate guéaming of
projects for applicants who break down project® iltgical
components and apply for them separately or foliegopts that
may be members of different collectives.

Costs that would fall under the “eligible” label wd in-
clude artistic fees and expenses — except, as hiotdinita-
tions— administration fees and expenses — excephoted,
in limitations — promotion, production expensedhest costs
that are directly and reasonably related to the gedject. Con-
sideration will only be given to expenses direcdlated to that
project.

There are, obviously, funding thresholds, and tleecas-
sessments of the application and approval proddsse in-
formation on that can be found on-line.

As Yukoners know, the Yukon Arts Centre has esthkli
itself as a model for the development of arts ia tlorth. To
truly appreciate this exceptional cultural facilitfs useful to
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know the motivation behind its beginnings. Befohe tArts
Centre was built, performances and concerts wergepted in
school gyms and other less-than-ideal spaces. &&is svere
uncomfortable and the acoustics left somethingetddsired.

A downtown visual arts gallery was appreciated, but
lacked the space and environmental controls redjufee
mounting large-scale exhibitions. Eventually a graf like-
minded Yukoners, composed of arts and communitgdiess
came together to imagine a new space for Yukorrsady
vibrant arts scene and, in 1992, the Yukon Arts t@ewas
built next to the college. The centre is an indoélfacility and
it houses a 400-seat theatre, the only A-classipabl gallery
in the north, and provides incredibly diverse cutiprogram-
ming.

Mr. Silver: I'd just like to start by thanking the offi-
cials from the department for showing up here todag I'd
like to also extend my gratitude for their excellbriefing pre-
sented earlier this week. You never know what y@gjoing to
get at a briefing and it's nice to have all compusghere — a
great cross-section of the department, an excdiieafing note
and an excellent explanation, so thank you verymfacthat.

I'd like to start with questions from the briefinrg- page
17-5 and 17-17, | guess, but 17-5, recoveries f@anada. We
have $590,000 from CanNor. This was a very smanenty
the Department of Tourism and Culture. Other jucisans are
getting federal dollars for tourism marketing, sa&s for this.
Judging from the significant increases to monieas skaffing
and projects, the department now has, | guess, frexibility
with these recovery monies from Canada. So nowgapbi-
centage of the actual in-market spending comes ftamada,
as I'm looking at these numbers. However, 2014ast fap-
proaching and that is the final year of this agreeimas far as |
understand.

What is the plan moving forward? How does this etffe
getting money to markets overseas? Will they haverop the
European and other overseas markets or will thecefie felt
in the “Destination: Yukon” domestic market?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Before answering the question from
the member opposite, | think it's timely that | sbe record
straight on some other work that I've been involirdver the
last year. | started to do that last week but kgpting called to
order, so I'll continue on, just pointing out fdret record some
of the work that I've been involved in.

| reflect on the hard work that I, many other Yugmnand
Yukon organizations have put into mitigating theuis pertain-
ing to the guided tours on ti®S Klondikeand Dredge No. 4. |
know | spoke endlessly and wrote correspondeneertomber
of individuals in Ottawa, including Ryan Leef, thegleral Min-
ister of Environment, the Hon. Peter Kent —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair:

Mr. Silver:
19(b); he is speaking to a matter other than trestipn under
discussion.

Chair:

Order please. Mr. Silver, on a point of order.

Mr. Cathers, on the point of order.

| have to call the minister once again on

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, though |
know that the member is sensitive on this topie, tfinister is
speaking to matters relevant to his portfolio anditsis very
much in keeping with 19(b). The minister, as evagmber of
the House in speaking about a department, tendover a
wide range of topics related to that department.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
debate.

There is no point of order. We are in general

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Thank you, Madam Chair, and |
won't take a whole lot of time on this, but | thiitks important
to note the conversations | did have with our Mi& tederal
Minister of Environment, the Hon. Peter Kent, adlvas the
federal Minister of Tourism, the Hon. Maxime Bemias well
as phone calls and meeting in person with the &ggitminis-
ter, the Hon. James Moore.

Madam Chair, | also spent a lot of time talking hwite-
partment officials and tasked them to engage witk$ Can-
ada to really ascertain the facts and look at h@vcan move
forward on this. | also introduced a governmentiorobn May
8, 2012, specifically addressing the dredge, amnai in fact
170 days later when the Member for Klondike askisdfinst
question on Parks Canada. Forty-one days follovivag, he
asked a second question on Parks Canada. In O&@6b2r the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin and | worked togetherknng for-
ward a motion, which all members of this Assemhigmorted
unanimously. | would like to thank the Member foellly-
Nisutlin for his work on that issue.

I met with a number of Yukon stakeholders, andritce
ued dialogue with our party caucus — all to gaie thput of
people involved, in the hope of mitigating the ssat hand,
with the expectation that we would come to a sotutthat
would work for the two venues in question.

It's important to note that the Yukon solution tastissue
was to extend the operations of the tours to thheaf® sector.
As | noted in my reply to the budget speech, Yuksrare
smart people. The Member for Klondike has takenojy@ortu-
nity to make comments directed at me, personaliziabate
and not representing the facts when it comes tatheunt of
work | have put into this file.

As it was the Member for Klondike who supportedeext-
ing the tours on th&S Klondikeand Dredge No. 4 to the pri-
vate sector back in December and January, alortg auit mu-
tual friends at TIA, I'd actually like to take th@pportunity to
thank the Member for Klondike for showing up to pag a
Yukon solution that will keep the two venues opemaurs this
summer.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Silver, on a point of order.

Mr. Silver: | believe this is 19(g). He's imputing false
or unavowed motives to another member.

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe this is merely a dispute
between members. The minister is reflecting hisvgien mat-
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ters relevant to his department, just as the MenilreKlon-
dike has on a number of occasions in this House.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
pute between members. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
tunity to thank the Member for Klondike for suppog a
Yukon solution that was clear in his remarks backbecember
and January. So if he’s not in support of the Yukohution in
keeping the Dredge No. 4 and t88 Klondikeopen this sum-
mer, | would surely like him to put that on theaet On be-
half of the Department of Tourism and Culture,dliedo have
full confidence in our Yukon stakeholders to praviguided

tours this summer on th8S Klondikeand Dredge No. 4. In

fact, I'd like to also take this opportunity to gpatulate the
successful bid winners that obtained businessesdgs to in-
deed provide those tours.

Following that clarification, I'd also like to th&nthe
Member for Klondike for following me on Twitter, #mber-
onefan. Our tourism sector continues to be a suhd steady
contributor to Yukon's economy, generating revendes
Yukon businesses of approximately $200 million aaiiyu |
was proud to see the news release coming outestshort
days ago that on behalf of the Hon. Peter Kenta@ais Envi-
ronment minister and minister responsible for PaClesada,
Mr. Ryan Leef, Member of Parliament for Yukon, annoed
the successful licensees that will offer guidedrdoon theSS

Klondike and Dredge No. 4 national historic sites. Now thaﬁ

I've cleared that up, we can move on.

The primary target markets for this initiative thtite
member opposite speaks about are Germany and Bestde
Secondary markets are the U.K., Australia and Japduiie
emerging markets are identified as France, Nethéslaand
South Korea. The additional $500,000 average per s
enabled Yukon to increase its market share comptrdtie
rest of Canada in key European markets.

Visitation from Australia has increased to overtake
U.K. as Yukon’s second largest overseas marketnbeGier-
many. Visitation from Japan for both fall and winte- that
would be the aurora viewing season — has grown rtiaae
tenfold in the past two years, and Japan is novwecrglary
market for Yukon.

The future of the overseas marketing budget dewsan
the 2014-15 budget will be made over the next yew deci-
sions will be informed by the soon-to-be availalkitor track-
ing program, the forthcoming marketing program sssent
and the government’s overall fiscal framework.

I'd like to thank the member opposite for his qimst

Mr. Silver:
than | really didn’t get an answer.

Moving on — another amount is the portion of moiey

visitor tracking funding. Tourism and Culture butibto get
$250,000 from Canada for this and only received @@ Can
the minister please explain these numbers?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
visitor tracking program, the survey is part of bepartment

There is no point of order. This is merely a dis-

To give a bit of background on the

of Tourism and Culture’s efforts to ensure that Yhexon gov-
ernment remains industry-led, market-driven andeassh-
based in its approach to tourism. The Yukon visttacking
survey was developed in consultation with indusagresent-
ing the Tourism Industry Association of Yukon ahe tSenior
Marketing Committee.

The selection of the contractor to conduct the Yukisi-

| was just trying to take that oppor- tor tracking program was done through a public éeratimin-

istered by a joint industry department committebe Burvey
uses traditional exit survey methodology while addinnova-
tive components such as self-administered tabledstlhe use
of indicator sites.

In the long term, these new survey techniquesivelp us
refine our approach to ensure we can receive tinedfgctive
and reliable visitor information. Key findings frothe summer
survey will be made public in the spring at the Tdénference
during the first week in May and then, followingatha com-
bined report of all findings from the summer andhter sur-
veys will be produced, along with the methodologgammen-
dations for future data collection by the end & ylear.

It is important to note in the 2012-13 budget tihatre was
$500,000 allocated: $250,000 from CanNor; $220,06@0n
Tourism and Culture; and $30,000 from Economic Dawe
ment. Following that in the 2013-14 budget, we lagking at
$85,000: $42,500 from CanNor; and $42,500 from TEoor
and Culture.

Mr. Silver:
today about specific questions, which is unfortenab | think
I will just use my 20 minutes and ask all of my siens —
ust get them on the record, regardless of whetherot | get
an answer. | apologize to the department officia® have to
write them down really quickly here, but here we go

I will start with page 17-6, Corporate Services. ¥é2 an
increased cost to the DM’s office from $376,00@011-12 to
$455,000 and we are just wondering what that is.

Was this a full-time staffer in IT? Was this thegithl
strategist for marketing?

Then after that, overall for 17-9, personnel is fopm
$3.799 million in 2011-12 to $4.224 million, yetethransfer to
the actual organizations that deliver the outconseslown.
We’re wondering what the rationale is there. We seme
managers and fewer project dollars; fewer marketinfiars
being spent in markets and funds for NGOs and mithiat are
decreasing as the percentage of the total Tourisvelepe. |
was wondering if the minister could give his raatethere.

Page 17-7: there was a big jump in heritage resourc

spending and we’re wondering if that was based gpaffing.

The numbers on page 17-15 are very curious. Does th

minister believe that border crossings are a refi¢ation on
visitation? | would assume that we shouldn’t caanthe num-

I don’t know what to say about that, other bers of the people who drive from inside of Canadaich is

presumably a lot of the rubber-tire traffic heret ye count
this in the Yukon-Alaska border to Skagway. Evernyk¥ner
over the border to Skagway counts as a tourist mgrback
and I'm just wondering what the rationale is heral @ the
minister thinks that that actually makes any sense.

| guess | am not going to get any answers
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Can | make the request, as well, if there’s a dyitveen
the air versus rubber tire, private versus bus, toumbers — if
that could be made available by the minister’s ceffi that
would be appreciated. As far as | know, the depantrhas
never counted air travel in their budget documents$ I'm just
wondering why — air travel has significantly incsed since
Air North started their southern schedule. I'd jlike to say
thank you very much Air North for your southern edhle. So
a new matrix of visitation numbers should be presenif the
minister could communicate the rationale for notihg this, it
would be appreciated.

| realize that as far as those numbers back tovigkag— |
realize that there is great tourism traffic hera.1J-15, we see
$93,000 at the Carcross VIC. | am assuming thag abrtion
of this is day trips from cruises. This informatimnso useful,
and potentially lucrative, once Carcross develamsnemically.
| just question the methodology from the touristniners, but
that kind of leads into the next question, whictthie visitor
study results.

I know we talked about this a bit already todaye Ton-
tract was public and the results are late. Theyeete coming
in. Parliamentary numbers were due in Octoberti#dl data, |
assume, has now been submitted to the departméntteard
today that the results will be rolled out at theATAGM in
Haines, Alaska.

In the 2004 visitor survey, the industry asked domore
efficient survey using modern technologies thatlddwe car-
ried forward. What is the department’s plan forstlyear to
build on the investment of over $500,000 in regearc

department is undertaking. In 2012, Yukon hosteckrov
320,000 visitors from around the world, includinganly
34,000 overseas visitors. As | mentioned earlfezre was a 4-
percent increase in the number of visitors to Yukor2012
compared to 2011, with a 2-percent increase indareisitors.
Each year, tourism generates $200 million in reeefior
Yukon businesses. Over one-quarter of all Yukoninasses
generate some of their revenue from tourism, witrarthan 4
percent of Yukon’s GDP directly attributed to tcumi. A re-
cord 294,000 passengers travelled through ErikseireMhite-
horse International Airport last year — the fousthaight year
of growth in travelling to Yukon by air. More th&500 Japa-
nese visitors will visit Yukon this year to experée Yukon's
winter and northern lights.

Germany continues to be the Yukon’s largest oversea
market, representing approximately 26 percent efssas visi-
tors. Whitehorse is the smallest city in North Aroarwith
direct flights to Germany. Condor brought over 4,Q0sitors
to Yukon this year, contributing an $8-million tdGmillion
benefit to Yukon’s economy. Visitor information ¢ess in six
Yukon communities provided travel information anisitor
services to over 231,000 visitors. Yukon governmiess in-
stalled interpretive sign panels at over 180 sitesscenic
routes and points of interest throughout the tayit Yukon
government provides $1.2 million to the 13 museusnsl
seven First Nation cultural centres. They presamt aulture
and our history to 100,000 visitors each year. Yukovern-
ment's Beringia Centre and the MacBride Museum
Yukon’s most visited museums, with over 20,000toisi each

are

Moving on to page 17-19, the tourism marketing sideyear.

transfers — $7.8 million to NGOs and lobby groupst zero
marketing for the products that are core fundedhsy other
side of the department, which is Cultural Services.

Page 17-18 is a list of facilities and programsedmnded
for operations from the tourism budget, yet the katng
branch does not give these organizations any magkdollars.
| am just wondering why and if this actually makesse to the
minister. They give $657,000 to museums and $504@0
cultural centres to operate and zero for marketbwgpage 17-
8, the list of these cultural services has a dgiiterse range —
Stay Another Day, arts-themed events, Yukon Scidneg-
tute, the Yukon Arts Centre Corporation, arts opegafunds,
and the list goes on and on. | see that the Dav@tnArts
Society is in there as well. | would like to knoletrationale.

Further to that, as well, the department will gitie Wil-
derness Tourism Association, which is a consortiofirfor-
profit, private businesses, $264,000 for marketBaif | could
just get a breakdown of the rationale as to thisiqdar mar-
keting and money.

| think that is pretty much it, except one furthigrestion
on overseas cooperative market agreements. Ifsttustsourc-
ing the management of tourism overseas marketiogldcthe
minister explain why we would need so much in exjitemes
for staff in the department to travel to these Sdigtions?
Could | also get a breakdown of the specific nuralsgent?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In the spirit of cooperation, | will
share with this House the number of exceptionaighithat the

The department has identified and recorded ove¥03z9-
cheological sites and maintains a collection ofragv&500 arti-
facts. In collaboration with the Klondike placernars, over
3,000 new fossils were collected for the paleorgglprogram
last year.

The department co-owns and co-manages three listori
sites with the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, Tr'ogkl
Hwéch'’in and the Selkirk First Nation. Yukon’'s list sites
inventory lists over 3,500 records of historic neses, such as
gravesites, engineering features, buildings angttres. There
are over 5,000 records in the official Yukon geqdiaal
names database that list names of Yukon lakesrsriaad
mountains. Seven locations across Yukon have besgrhted
and protected as territorial historic sites undwerHistoric Re-
sources Act

Last year the Yukon government added 10 works & th
Yukon permanent art collection, valued at $2.5 ionll The
370 — piece collection is featured in 24 public gmment
buildings. Last year the department provided $80,Q0 sup-
port 22 advanced artist projects that contributedrtistic and
community development.

Last year over $100,000 of funding was providedup-
port 20 Yukon artists and ensembles to tour creativrks
nationally and internationally. Last year the démpant pro-
vided $2.4 million of funding to 62 non-profit ongaations
and collectives. This funding enabled over 100,80dience
members to enjoy over 1,000 arts events.
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Yukon Archives provided service to 1,500 researslzed
retrieved over 7,500 archival records last yedas.dtso impor-
tant to note, as | did earlier, that Yukon was gesied by

at Fortymile, enhanced interpretive facilities oersthel Is-
land, and a third interpretive building at Fort K.
The department is leading a $479,000 archaeologitzl

Lonely Planets a top-10 must-visit travel destination for 2013 inventory and predictive modelling project, suppdrby Can-

Subsequent global media coverage generated tremeopo-
sure for Yukon and expanded awareness of Yukonpasraier
outdoor travel destination. Following media farmilzation
trips led by the department, boReader’s Digesand Outside
magazine have highlighted Yukon as a must-visit ad&mn
destination, highlighting some of the existing neisitor ex-
periences Yukon has to offer.

The Department of Tourism and Culture branch sigaed
letter of agreement with the Klondike Visitors Aswdion —
the member opposite will be keenly interested ig, thm sure
— committing to work together on a number of mairkgt
related projects and initiatives in the 2012-13 ¢l 2013-14
fiscal years. The department’s marketing proje¢hv@anNor
resulted in an increase in higher yield overseasovs, which
has offset an anticipated decline in visitors frima U.S. and
other countries suffering from depressed econore®ctober
2012, the department entered into a three-year etiagk pro-
ject with Holland America Line — $50,000 per yearsupport
joint efforts to promote cruise tour product thabydes sig-
nificant revenues and benefits to Yukon’s tourisauistry.

Nor. In partnership with local First Nations, thpsoject will
assist the placer mining industry in meeting reguia and
YESAA requirements.

In June 2012, the department co-hosted Frozen PRasts
that was the Third International Glacial Archeolo§ympo-
sium — with Kwanlin Dun First Nation. The symposir-
plored Yukon’s ancient culture and our changingiremment.

There was exciting news last year for Yukon with #n-
nouncement of Air North, Yukon's airline, and Aira@ada
reaching an interline agreement. This is great niewsravel-
lers, who will no longer have to re-check their gage when
making connecting flights.

Last summer, we had members of the 2012 MVPA Alaska
Highway convoy travel through the territory in dalation of
the 70" anniversary of the building of the Alaska Highway.
Many convoy members and their families were from thS.
Their journey covered more than 4,000 miles andegawore
than 200 participants the opportunity to experieYigkon first-
hand, driving the Alaska Highway and other routes tonnect
our communities. It's important to note that evelngne they

The department organized the Canadian Tourism Cemmiwent, they were met with warm Yukon hospitality amade

sion’s GoMedia Marketplace in May 2012, hosting 12ter-
national and domestic media as well as 170 touiistastry
members. In 2012, the Yukon government signed ayw®eas
$150,000 cooperative marketing agreement with Ftddaro-
mote the event and Yukon. Each year the Fuldaaigd gen-
erates European media coverage valued at over I$6mmi

In 2012, the department helped celebrate the Harmnov

Zo0o’s Yukon Bay's event, which included gold parmgjimusic
and entertainment and other activities designeedtaccate zoo
attendees on the Yukon product.

many friendships.

Another success for the territory and for Whitekoris
particular, was the 2012 Women’s World Fastpitcla@pion-
ship held just last July. Everyone in attendancetliat venue,
from the players to the coaches to the familiesfardds, truly
enjoyed superior softball and great athletic coitipet

As you know, Madam Chair, for the first time ev&o
Media was held in Whitehorse in May 2012. We hostede
than 140 travel media and 150 delegates who todkipahe
Canadian Tourism Commission’s premier three-dayketarg

The department opened the new Haines JunctionoYisit event. It was a true success story for Whitehorse: @ true

Information Centre located within the D& Ku Culiu€entre.
The centre showcases the work of 41 Yukon artitiéewpro-
viding travel information to Yukon visitors. The mhetment
signed a memorandum of understanding with the baigion
franco-yukonnaise in 2012 outlining a number o&t&gic ini-
tiatives specific to the development of French-&pepvisitor
markets. In 2012, Yukon Archives celebrated it§ 4@niver-
sary and hosted more than 175 participants at $sodation
of Canadian Archivists conference. The nationalfe@nce
supports the archivists who ensure our historyrésgrved for
future generations. In October 2012, the departrhested the
Canadian Conservation Institute workshop matefalexhibit
storage and transport, providing training to 18thge workers
from seven communities.

success story for Yukon as a whole. We receivetiérelous
coverage from travel writers around the world, vkhituly
helps raise the profile of Yukon and promotes #wditd Yukon
brand. Their stories give us exceptional, unpaidimeoverage
— an important marketing tool for our brand.

Events such as these and the partnerships we htdverw
ganizations like the Canadian Tourism Commissiaty tbring
people to Yukon for a specific purpose. When theive, we
offer them opportunities to see and do more, exipantheir
knowledge and interest about the territory and eraging
them to return and experience more, which many do.

In August | had the opportunity to travel to German
speaking Europe. | met with tourism operators imn@&ey and
Switzerland, who said they were very pleased witsrtbusi-

Yukon government announced $389,000 in funding foness this past summer. The operators are very igfitnand

Yukon Archives to support preserving Yukon's pd&tojects
include planning for expanded storage and improvesnéo
esthetics and energy efficiency of the Archivedding.

The department improved visitor access and inteapos
at three of its major sites through trail and bedigprovements

are eagerly looking forward to the upcoming sumsesson.
While | was in Germany | also met with Condor afiis who
are very happy with the high load factors to Yukerhich
speaks to the health of the market this seasonaMa@hair,
did you know that the Whitehorse route is Condanisst prof-
itable route in North America?
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The Condor 2013 schedule shows an increase of two

flights, or an additional 540 seats, to Yukon comegato last
year, the 2012 season. We're very fortunate to tiageunique
direct Frankfurt-to-Whitehorse relationship with i@or. It's
truly the envy of many small jurisdictions acrosan@da. I'm
sure that you're aware that Whitehorse is indeedird as |
mentioned earlier — the smallest community in Nd@ktherica
to receive direct air access from Germany.

Fulda is also very excited to continue their strogigtion-
ship with Yukon. Fulda has covered a lot of growamd has
done a lot of unique challenges in Yukon. They'ogvriooking
for innovative new ways to enhance the winter emgle.

Last, but certainly not least, when | was in Gernparvis-
ited Yukon Bay in Hannover's zoo — the newest atioa in
Germany — and | had a great time. While the atitvads rela-
tively small compared to the real Yukon, visitone aeally
given an impression and an impressive piece of Whton
has to offer right in the heart of Germany. | had honour to
be there during “Gold Rush Days” a new event treat more
than 27,000 people visiting Yukon Bay over a twg-gariod.
Hannover Zoo officials plan on making “Gold RushyBaan
annual event and are planning more activitiesHir year.

The presentation of Keith Smarch’s sculpture, “Sgri
Bears”, to the zoo was truly a special momentlfiose of us in
attendance, supporting not only Keith, who is anegxional
Yukon artist, but also highlighting First Nationliture and its
significance to Yukon’s unique heritage and conterapy cul-
tural fabric.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As the Premier and | alluded to in
Question Period today when the Member for Takhiapger
King asked the question, | think we did a greatablnswering
the question specifically and indicating, one, thathis side of
the House we’re very fiscally responsible, and twe,want to
make sure that we provide the Yukon with somethsiggpifi-
cant and look for ideas and partnerships alongvine

Yukon Archives preserves outstanding and irreplaleea
documentary records of our territory’s history ateelopment
for the benefit of truly all Yukoners. Record stgeaat the
Yukon Archives facility is nearing capacity and ariety of
options are being explored to help address thesneed space
challenges in the interim. The Yukon governmertoisducting
a functional space planning and options analysisatentially
include a Yukon Archives expansion with perhaphaeology,
paleontology and maybe even art storage.

Tourism and Culture is working with Property Manage
ment on a functional space plan for Archives arad] anen-
tioned, may include arts, archeology and paleogtoktorage.
The study should be complete late summer 2013. Stoidy
will really ensure that Yukon’s heritage resoureesl perma-
nent art collection are managed in a manner thaepts these
resources while ensuring fiscal responsibility. ¥akArchives
continues to provide safe, secure and environngnsalund
storage for Yukon's irreplaceable documentary hgst In-
deed, the functional space plan will help to enshet Yukon
Archives manages this heritage appropriately ihto future. |
appreciate the question coming forward from the tmemop-

The Canadian Deputy Ambassador to Germany, Eriposite.

Walsh, attended the Keith Smarch sculpture unygiind was
very positive about the experience. He is a neenttiin Ger-
many, and his trip to Hannover Zoo certainly brdugh his
interest in exploring Yukon in the near future.

Mr. Barr: | would like to start by thanking the Clerk
for assisting me with the real name — it's not “i€areister”
or William Kane; it's actually William Kane’s nepte Jared
Kane, who is the artist of the Crow moiety plag@eehin the
Legislature. This is just foHansardto put on the record and
give credit where credit is due. Thank you very muc

| would also like to thank the Member for Klondifa his
important questions. He saved a lot of questiomsrfe and |
won't repeat them.

I will put out this question. There was a non-anseaxlier
today for the Member for Takhini-Kopper King thaasvasked
in Question Period. We heard the Minister of Taurand Cul-
ture talking about the disappearing funding for gremised
Archives vault and how this demonstrated greatfisespon-
sibility. But really, despite words about maximiziedestment
and symbiotic relationships, we are left with threvgng col-
lection being put at risk — the opposite purposevibat the

Mr. Barr: | would appreciate an answer that would
seek clarity. Maybe we could get something thaiccexplain
— | understand the study and | understand that evalveady
had a study, so now here we are having anothery.sttid
doesn’'t seem good for Archives and what we wantidoto
preserve our culture, with what | hear from acrites floor at
this time.

When the minister opposite was speaking about Gsscr
and some of the initiatives that are going on theveould like
to state that for those of you who are visiting c€ass this
summer, you'll be able to explore, | think, approztely five
new venues — you may be able to get pizza in Cascnow,
there’s another new bistro, canoe rentals, and ave tthe ex-
isting bakery at the old barracks and the SkookimHouse,
which was a very successful coffeehouse, and @=nbable to
obtain local art from across the community of Molotne and
Southern Lakes — that whole area.

Regarding the visitor reception centre that the isteén
spoke to — I'd like to maybe get some clarity. Hédsit was
tendered out, and it's my understanding — and | dagty
here — that the people requesting or responding tender

Archives Actstates are its objectives. | would refer to clauseneed to own the property. It's my understanding thare may

5(b): “the discovery, collection and preservatiohnoaterial
having any bearing on the history of the Yukon.”

What options can the minister describe here thitem
sure the protection of our shared history if appedp re-
sources like an archival vault are not being furdded

be some issues around the award of the tender. $uraé
people have brought to my attention — the fact ithlads to be
owned — and the land owned by the people it wasdsuato.
| understand the CTFN — the development corporatiohas
an interest in Northern Vision; however, it's nanajority.
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So, in the interest of transparency, | would likgust get
some clarity on that at this time.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Thank you for the question from the
member opposite on the Carcross visitor informatientre.
This is a project I've been excited about, andrkht will be a
welcome addition to the community.

The Government of Yukon has concluded its leasthef
Carcross train depot as the visitor informationtieemvith the
White Pass & Yukon Railway. The Department of Higlys
and Public Works, Property Management divisionuéss a
public request for proposals for lease space fer @arcross
Visitor Information Centre.

The Department of Tourism and Culture truly looks-f
ward to providing high-quality visitor informatioservices to
the travelling public in Carcross this summer andgummers
to come.

| will defer the question on procurement to the Brbément
of Highways and Public Works. They are the leadhat proc-
ess, but | was happy to announce earlier today tttetnew
Carcross Visitor Information Centre will be ready the sum-
mer tourist season. | had indicated in my pressasal that the
team at the Carcross Visitor Information Centrd td provid-
ing exceptional service from the new location, avelare ex-
pecting another very busy tourism season. The ibgid be-
lieve, will be ideal for meeting travellers’ needs.

We have entered into a two-year lease of $101,082 w
the Carcross-Tagish Management Corporation, onlbehtoe
Carcross-Tagish limited partnership, as well as Nuogthern
Vision Development Limited Partnership. The leasasw
awarded through a request for proposals. The neitowiin-
formation centre is close to many of the commusitgiain
attractions and is part of a tourism-focused dgwalent led by
the Carcross-Tagish Management Corporation, asditbd to
see their work moving forward as well.

Yukon seasonal visitor centres in Beaver Creekci0as,
Dawson, Haines Junction and also Watson Lake weiénoon
May 2. We all know that the Whitehorse Visitor Infration
Centre is open year-round, but the new additiothéoWhite-
horse Visitor Information Centre this year is attef Wi-fi
access that will assist travellers with planningittyukon ex-
perience while staying connected with friends aethtives
during their journey.

Mr. Barr:
that there is an allotment of $70,000 in this fisgear to be
spent on signage and, | guess, renewing old sldasow that
there has been an expressed interest from businéssine
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes area for new signagéhfemew
businesses and existing businesses. Could theteamiét me
know what has transpired from the communicatiorth Vacal
businesses with regard to this being a realitytfis tourist
season?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
ago that | received an e-mail from a business owntre area.
That e-mail was forwarded on to the Minister of ligys and
Public Works, who is responsible for that signdge.going to
defer your question — perhaps you can ask the kinisf
Highways and Public Works during his budget debate.

| do recall earlier in today's conversation

As the on-line world continues to rapidly evolve, does
Tourism Yukon's digital marketing effort. It's imp@nt to
plug thewww.travelyukon.comwebsite, which will re-launch
in the next two years with an enhanced focus oe esperi-
ences, engaging photography, video, relevant useergted
content and compelling product offers.

It's also important to note that Tourism Yukon wiih-
plement the enhanced website and social media tiragkie
the upcoming year. There will be a conscious doiffocus
more on leading the Yukon tourism industry to beeamore
digital-marketing savvy and build relationshipstwitew audi-
ences through social media platforms like Facebdotkiiter,
YouTube and Flickr. As signs in the area that ttesnioer talks
about are relevant, so are the marketing stratebaswe use
to enhance people to use those areas.

Mr. Elias:
the Department of Tourism and Culture. It's notngdspecific
but it's an area in the Yukon that's very near aegr to my
heart. It also includes some questions that | miigive for the
Environment minister or the Highways and Public ¥gomin-
ister, and that is with regard to the Dempster Higj

I know the minister is well aware that seasonally get
thousands of tourists who travel that highway jastay that
they've travelled the Dempster from start to finish

| travel the Dempster several times a year. | thivat talk-
ing to tourists year after year after year and inglat the po-
tential that the Dempster Highway has in terms afling a
story to those tourists from around the world —hihk there is
a lot of improvements, and there’s a very good ojymity that
the minister could think about as a project for tempster
Highway.

We have an opportunity to work with the Northwestri-
tories, the Na Cho Nyak Dun, the Trondék Hwéchthe Tet-
lit and the Vuntut Gwitchin governments in termsaof oppor-
tunity to interpret the Dempster Highway and tebtary, be-
cause | think it's a pretty important story to télls one of the
longest stretches of road that we have in thetoeyri and it's
pretty unique. | think that if we have the oppoityrio look at
the interpretive signs from the beginning of thghlway to the
end, some of them are outdated, some of them aa¢hered.
You can't really read them any more. Some of theenia the
wrong place. They interpret the wrong area of tighway.

Some of them have bullet holes through them, toytai
the truth, and some of the rest-stop areas aresafa places
along the highway — i.e. right beside an operafiaikand
gas well, encouraging tourists to stop right nexeh oil and
gas operation. There are other things I've hadqwl experi-
ence with. If we have a group of tourists who aevelling
together — let's say they were from Germany — ametd’s
harvesting going on on the north end of the highveand they
witness this without any warning, especially whiae Porcu-

It was just a couple of short weeks pine caribou herd is in the vicinity. One of thead presented

by one of my constituents was that the highway sreauld
have movable signs saying, “Be prepared to seeebting
happening” in different languages. Sometimes it'shack to
people who aren’t used to that kind of thing. Theytravelled
halfway around the world and then they come and-sell

It's a pleasure again to engage in debate for
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use the words “majestic wildlife” being harvesteddahat’s

their memory of the Dempster Highway. If we interfpthat a

little better, | think there is a great opportunitgre. | can see
this as a multi-year project.

When | used to work for the Vuntut Gwitchin heritade-
partment we cooperated with the various departmamtster-
pretive signage and welcoming people, not onlyhte tradi-
tional territories, but saying what the Gwitchinnrmes were,
what the land was used for at certain times of ythar, the
names of the creeks, saying that this is the hetedsvaf the
Peel River watershed, that they begin here and #utyally
cross the Peel River when they head to McPhersbose
kinds of things | think would bode well for tourisatong the
highway. | think this could be a multi-year projeectd | think it
could be a multi-jurisdictional project, as wel, interpret the
highway well so that it can be not only visuallyogoto look at
it, but interesting for people to understand inimas languages
what has happened right from John Diefenbaker tundp
Charlie.

So | think there’s an opportunity here, becaugbef min-
ister has the opportunity to drive the highway,llheee what
I'm talking about. There is a lot of work to be dothere, so |
think it would be good for those thousands of teisriwho do
travel the highway. | think there’s an opporturiitgre. That’s
all. | just wanted to mention that to the minister.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for his
guestion. | think it's important for me to note tla one point
this past winter | found myself at the RV show ina@tzsite,
Arizona. Yukon shared a booth with Alaska, Albeatal Brit-
ish Columbia, promoting the travel of the Alaskaghivay.
However, it was much more than that, obviouslytht® people
we were talking to at the show. It was typically tB5-plus
crowd we were speaking to. | think they estimateuab
750,000 to a million people through Quartzsite,zAna, dur-
ing the — 1 think it's about seven to 10 days ttiett RV show
occurs. A lot of the people we spoke to who stoppedhe
booth | think stopped because they recognized th&ol
brand. They recognized the familiarity and manyttem had
done the trip before.

One couple | talked to had done the trip sevengirvany
of those people talked about travel up the Dempdighway
to Inuvik and the trials and tribulations, | guess could say,
of doing that journey. | remember one couple hawngery

tre. | know there is some great work being dontat location
and they're a valuable component for anyone trangelthat
highway.

Another thing that is important to mention is tle¢ation-
ship that we have, not only with Alaska, Albertad @ritish
Columbia on the Alaska Highway component of it, the pan-
northern approach that we take with Northwest Taigs and
Nunavut to promote the north as a unique travetirgfon.
From that, we can carry on our Yukon brand thallyesiands
out on the global market.

Speaking of which, Yukon, Northwest Territories and
Nunavut have partnered on the pan-territorial Catsatllorth
marketing campaign designed to increase awarerfe€am
ada’s north as a travel destination to southerra@iams. This
campaign specifically is funded by CanNor. It cetsiof TV
commercials highlighting Canada’s north and on-limigatives
to drive traffic to our respective websites — agagitugging
the http://travelyukon.comwebsite on which | know the de-
partment has done some exceptional work. That welsin-
tains specific information on the Dempster Highvesnd other
scenic drives around the territory.

The member opposite was speaking about historés sit
and he'll likely know that, through the DepartmeitTourism
and Culture, we have the historic sites progrant phavides
for the research, preservation management, developand
interpretation of Yukon’s historic sites and routiédakes part
in the implementation of thilistoric Resources Acnd meet-
ing of Yukon government heritage obligations unither Coun-
cil of Yukon First NationdUmbrella Final Agreemenand in-
dividual First Nation final agreements.

Repair historic site maintenance — repair and reaisce
of individual historic properties owned or co-ownby gov-
ernment — so, for example, the Yukon Sawmill officeDaw-
son — and advice and cost-sharing assistance vatprprop-
erty owners who wish to restore historic assets.

Madam Chair, the Yukon Historic Sites Inventory has
components. The first component is an ongoing @mogthat
began around 1986 and is a fundamental tool foddweimen-
tation and evaluation of monitoring of historicesitin the
Yukon. The YHSI database has over 3,000 recordspao¢
vides data for responses to YESAB submissions, lesedplan-
ning and development, and provides a context ferethalua-
tion of nominations for Yukon historic sites desifjon. Sec-

expensive breakdown and having to be towed fromleEagondly, the designation of significant Yukon histosites is

Plains — this is an RV we are talking about — baxkVhite-
horse. Instead of speaking about the negative coemoof
their trip, they talked about the hospitality thegeived in Ea-
gle Plains and the hospitality they received inreek it took
for the part to come in for their RV here in Whitese.

Many of those stories really resonated with me. @Hew
| talked to was bringing up two lady friends thigramer, but
he suffered from Agent Orange and emphysema antheske
other things. He figured that if he made it partwasough the
trip, he would be happy to come back.

| think it's also important to note — and when tHaister
of Environment is on his feet, he can speak alitit more to
Environment’s investment in the Tombstone InteipeeCen-

outlined in theHistoric Resources Act.

It is also important to note that the program puesi core
funding for Fort Selkirk site management and depelent
pursuant to the Selkirk First Nation final agreeirfen the Fort
Selkirk management plan, preservation plan andpngéation
plan.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that the Ciegiort
progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Nixon that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’'s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 10, entitleHirst Appropriation Act,
2013-14 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
on Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.



