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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. Instead of
a prayer today, | will ask all members to join im@ment of
silence for all people affected by yesterday’'s fifioract of
terror at the Boston Marathon. In particular, wehva speedy
recovery to the injured, and our heartfelt sympajbgs out to
the families and friends who have lost someone.

Moment of silence observed

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Public Safety Telecommu-
nications Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise today on behalf of all Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly to pay tributeetnergency
dispatch personnel in the territory during NatiorRliblic
Safety Telecommunications Week.

The men and women in the fire and emergency medic

services and the RCMP dispatch centres provideargervice
to our communities every hour of every day of tkary These
highly-trained specialists are the vital link beemepublic and
first responders across the territory. On a miruyteninute
basis they answer calls from citizens across ttestgerritory
and are the compassionate and professional voatesdsists in
sending help and returning order and safety toethdso call.

RCMP dispatchers located here in Whitehorse manag

hundreds of radio and electronic transmissions eachevery
day and provide around-the-clock coverage to theeeterri-
tory. Fire and emergency medical services dispptofession-
als coordinate responses and resources using egrated ra-
dio system that links first responders and mangwotovern-
ment emergency and support services across ouotgrr

These dispatchers form a critical link in our temy's
emergency response system, as they not only pravidial
connection between the public and their emergeespanders,
but maintain a minute-by-minute status list of RCMP mem-
bers who are working or who are available for dispahelp-
ing to ensure both the safety and availability afr dirst
responders.

They provide responses in both official languages ean
access other languages common to visitors andoteatiresi-
dents. For citizens across Yukon, emergency sendipatch-
ers and fire, police and ambulance services ace wf calm,
hope and assistance to citizens who need help.

As we well know, they also provide a wide rangeirof
formation and support to our first responders acttbe terri-
tory. Theirs is a complex, demanding world witheamormous
weight of responsibility. We appreciate all thatytdo.

i

Please join me in recognizing and thanking thoserepus
who are truly a 24/7, minute-by-minute lifelineaar commu-
nities. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of Celebration of Swans

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Today it is my pleasure to pay trib-
ute on behalf of all Members of the Legislative émbly to
the Celebration of Swans. This year, the celelmabiegan on
Saturday, April 13, and will run through until Suayd April 21.

The Celebration of Swans is Yukon’s premier birstifeal,
bringing many people out to great swan viewing suteawel-
come spring to the north. The Celebration of Swarke larg-
est birding event in Yukon. People of all ages aunttures
make their way to Swan Haven on M'Clintock Bay tinsss
the spectacle.

There are always first-timers out, some of them tethe
Yukon and some lifelong Yukoners as well. Activstiduring
the Celebration of Swans teach us about the impoetaf
early spring open water while viewing the birdsaaespectful
distance. Most Yukoners now know that swans distabily
so they keep their dogs leashed when near operr.viiie
swans need to rest and feed so they can safely inakéeheir
nesting grounds in central Yukon and Alaska.

I would like to note how supportive Yukon media ame
the Celebration of Swans. The wildlife viewing teaeally
appreciates the good work of radio, print and Tyoréers to
spread the word, not only about events, but als@itand us
how fortunate we are to be able to enjoy the spnimigration
virtually on our doorsteps. In fact, the Celebnatiof Swans
will be a national story on television and raditefathis week,
thanks to the CBC.

M’'Clintock Bay and the Swan Haven Interpretive Gent
elcome about 10 percent of North America’s trurapstvans
uring their spring migration. When these birdsivarrin
March, most Yukon rivers and lakes are locked uricker but
at M'Clintock Bay they find shallow, open waterldidl with
much-needed food.

Because the surrounding ice provides good sigtgslin
from approaching predators, this spot offers evéng that a
migrating bird needs, a place to rest and feed.if&uhot just
Trumpeter swans that come visiting, there are @rgivans,
Canada geese, goldeneye, mallards, canvasbacksscerth-
ern pintails, redheads, mergansers, ring-neckeésglumuffle-
heads and herring gulls — not just at M'ClintockyBaut on
other open waters at Johnsons Crossing, Carcrakg agish
narrows. | would note that there are no baby swansee at
this time of year. If you see what looks like a faibis a duck.
For those who cannot make it out to see the watérfiost-
hand, the very popular swan cam is back this yeanks to
Yukon Energy Corporation and Peter Heebink. Theeranis
located very close to the Swan Haven Interpretiemtf@ on
the northwestern shore of M’Clintock Bay at thethoend of
Marsh Lake. To access the swan cam you can justogo
www.yukonenergy.cand click on the swan cam link. There is
a lot happening during this Celebration of Swans.

Yukoners can find out what is happening by visitihg
schedule of events available on-line at
www.wildlifeviewing.gov.yk.caor perusing the Yukon Cele-
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brates Spring 2013 brochure that arrived in theiillmoxes at
the beginning of April.

In closing, | would note that while Environment Yarks
wildlife viewing program coordinates the Celebratiof
Swans, this event would not be possible withoup Hebm
many different community organizations and busieesd
would like to recognize I'Association franco-yukaise, the
Carcross-Tagish First Nation, Marsh Lake Commu#iggo-
ciation, Environment Canada, Whitehorse United Chuand
the Kluane First Nation. | would also commend thisibesses
around town that have recognized the CelebratioBvedins in
their window displays and products. Lastly, | woglmmend
photographer Rick Massie for the spectacular phafuy that
graces this year’s Celebration of Swans poster.

| encourage all members to visit Swan Haven thislAp
to participate in one of the many interpretive @seturing this
year’'s Celebration of Swans.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent: | have for tabling the Yukon Lottery
Commission’s annual report for 2011-12. | don't ¢etspeak
about the Yukon Lottery Commission very often, Bllittake
the opportunity to thank Connie Reimer, the DawSdy resi-
dent who chairs the board of the Yukon Lottery Cadssion,
as well as all the staff who support her and thedgwork that
the Yukon Lottery Commission does throughout therye

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

Is there a statement by a minister?

This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Mine safety

Ms. Hanson: Yukon Zinc, which operates the Wol-
verine mine, has been charged with failing to reposerious
incident in which a worker drove a Scooptram minugdicle
into a sump pit filled with water while travellinthrough a
flooded area. Both the employee at the centre efitkident
and a former productions superintendent have $eitl dafety
issues at this mine run deeper than the failuneeport. There
are allegations that safety policies were disreg@drdhat the
worker was berated for the incident and forced aikwwo
kilometres back to camp, and that an employee \vad for
refusing to lie about safety violations. There hdeen two
deaths at the Wolverine mine, from a tunnel cokapasd from
a truck without a secured parking brake.

Can the minister provide details about how minetyadl-
legations are being investigated? What new cokeatieas-
ures are being implemented to ensure that opegat@rthe

Wolverine mine are safe and not risking the heaitti lives of
workers?

Speaker:
elapsed.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | want to reiterate our position.
The government takes the issue of mine safetyeéntekritory
very, very seriously. When Occupational Health &ufety
officers learn about any safety issue at any Yukonkplace,
including the mines operating in this territoryeyhinvestigate
the scope of the issue and determine if followsupppropriate.
In the case of the Wolverine mine on SeptemberR2012, the
Yukon Workers’ Compensation Board received noti¢eao
very serious incident at the Wolverine mine, whergorker —
as the Leader of the Official Opposition has stateihadver-
tently had driven a piece of mobile equipment iato under-
ground sump. Unfortunately, the incident had ociralmost
three weeks prior to Workers’ Compensation beingfied.
Workers’ Compensation investigated. They did weiberective
orders. They also issued an administrative pefiattfailure to
report a serious incident.

The details of the incident, of course, | can'taghere in
the Legislature, but that was the action takenheyWorkers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that response.
Mr. Speaker, in December, in response to my questadout
how we are ensuring mines operate safely and mieimsk to
the lives of workers, a Yukon Workers’ Compensatitealth
and Safety Board official said, and | quote: “lincbe done
well; it can be done safely. There are a lot digjsand a lot of
hazards to deal with, but one doesn’t have to takephazard

Order please. The member's time has

Are there any other documents or returns forapproach. ... Something gone wrong can affect quitaraber

of workers, and | can tell you that none of us wamtWestray
on our watch.”

Yukoners will remember that the Westray mine openat
had a direct link to the Faro mine. It is a histasgy do not want
repeated. The latest report from the chief insgecfomines
indicated a mine emergency response trailer waigkx and
ordered and was to be equipped and ready for Juasto/ear.

Is this emergency response trailer in place? Whdnitd
become fully operational, and has it been used?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker. | don’t
have that information immediately available, bwill under-
take to get the information and provide it to thenniver oppo-
site in the Legislature as soon as | possibly can.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate that answer, Mr. Speaker.
There is no doubt that the Workers’ Compensatioaltieand
Safety Board views mining safety seriously, anddreowledge
that there have been new safety officers trainedemescue
courses organized and rescue equipment purchased.per-
plexed, as | said earlier, about this trailer. Tdosernment has
indicated it will permit mining companies to hirp to 50 tem-
porary foreign workers each. There are serious emscabout
how prepared the Yukon is to ensure that these everlre
safe on the job, especially those who come fronaddawith
different safety standards and who often do noalksgenglish.
As this government moves to allow mining compangesire
temporary foreign workers, Yukoners want to knowtthteps
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have been taken to ensure these workers are fullyesof their
rights and responsibilities to work in a safe eowiment and
know who to turn to when they encounter unsafetjmes.

Will the minister share the information related tle
Yukon’s occupational safety and health regime iharrovided
to temporary foreign workers when they arrive tarkvim this
territory?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I know that, with respect to our tem-
porary foreign workers program, it hasn’'t beenddtrced yet,
as I've said on the floor of this House earlierthis sitting.
When it is introduced, there will be partnershigthwVorkers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board. It's onehefunique
features of our annex, or the Yukon temporary fprevorkers
program.

While | don’t have details, I'm certainly willingptprovide
them to the Leader of the Official Opposition, eitlin a future
Question Period or perhaps through some correspoedance
we are finished. | will get the details that shesvesking for,
but I will get them to her at a later date.

Question re:  Yukon supplementary allowance

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, on April 9, the minister
stated, and | quote: “The Yukon supplementary adloge is a
separate benefit for social assistance clients areoexcluded
from the work force based on age or infirmity, ahdt is a
monthly rate that was doubled in 2008, from $100menth to
$200 per month, and has since been indexed as well.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, the amount is $250 and it iatsin-
creased since 2008, nor is it indexed. If you ridmedsocial as-
sistance regulations, you will see that the Yukappsementary
allowance is specifically excluded from indexingnc then,
the cost of food and shelter has increased sigmifig. Folks
who rely on the YSA to make ends meet are feeling t
squeeze. Will the minister agree to review the Yukaopple-
mentary allowance and ensure that it is signifigainidexed to
at least match the rising cost of living?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
previously to the member opposite, the review @& ¥ukon
supplementary allowance is currently underway, \@adexpect
at that time to address not only the issue stayetthd member
opposite, but also to take into consideration a lemof other
issues that have since come up during the brigéwethat we
have undertaken to date.

Ms. Stick:
caused by insufficient income. We have talked ahlibatin-
creasing demand on the food bank and how the SatvAtmy
is providing 1,500 more meals a month. Perhaps safitibe
increasing demand is coming from these very indigig. In
Yukon, the gap between rich and poor is growinge €hst of
inequality is starting to show. We know this goveent has no
anti-poverty strategy apart from a new interdeparttal lens to
look at the problem. We need to ensure that th@atp that
are there are adequate.

Will the minister agree to review the Yukon suppéem
tary allowance and make sure that it is sufficiemtprevent
more people falling through the cracks?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
tion makes a person want to answer all of the atlegs in

Mr. Speaker, as | have stated

The lead-up to the eventual ques-

there, but it would take all day to do that becaafsthe number
of erroneous assumptions made.

I've already said that we're in the process of egwing the
Yukon supplementary allowance to deal with a nuntdfeis-
sues enumerated, plus some others that we havd feithin
the system itself.

The greatest weapon we have to fight poverty is@ng
economy — people with jobs and people with incomeup-
port themselves and their families. That's what revedttempt-
ing to do, Mr. Speaker, and we have proven, overldkt few
years especially, the strength of the economy herehe
Yukon.

We've done such things as index social assistaacd,
we’ve made changes to a number of other areas —exam-
ple, the Yukon supplementary allowance. The incexemp-
tion is one of them. So we are making progresomesareas,
but the best defence against poverty is a strongauny and a
good job.

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, we're talking about individu-
als who are permanently excluded from the workfowd®o are
infirm and unable to work. The minister had sugeésthat
these individuals could look at other avenues obime.

“The Canada Pension Plan is a perfect example whege
are eligible for assistance under the Canada Peidan,” the
minister said.

The minister went on to say: “...what we find is thatial
assistance is a top-up to other sources of income.”

In fact, to be eligible for the CPP disability pens an in-
dividual must be under 65, must have stopped wgrime to a
medical condition, paid into CPP for at least fotithe last six
years or paid into CPP for 25 years. An adult ViH&SD or a
disability has few opportunities to do that.

When will the minister consider a guaranteed incdore
individuals who have an illness or disability anmé dependent

Speaker:
elapsed.
Hon. Mr. Graham:

Order please. The member's time has

Not at this time.

Questionre:  Energy supply and demand

Mr. Silver: One of the predominant themes of this sit-
ting is a lack of planning done by this governmesten it
comes to major issues. We have seen this with éwe H.

This is a question about poverty. Poverty isCollins Secondary School, with the two new rurakpitals,

with doctor recruitment, with the Peel watershedthwhe
housing strategy and, of course, when it comedaonmng for
our energy future.

We are facing a looming power supply shortage i@ th
Yukon. We are fast approaching a power supply,diffd even
the minister himself has acknowledged that. Ontnefreasons
we're in this situation is a lack of planning frotime govern-
ment.

A project the government is looking at in Skagway r
cently was trying to get money to fund a feasipitudy. Ac-
cording to the Mayor of Skagway, the chances ofrttumici-
pality getting a feasibility study funded are pyettim. This is
a $140-million project that is years away from hampg, if it
ever will.



2438

HANSARD

April 16, 2013

Has the Yukon Development Corporation spent anisof
own money on this project?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: At this point in time, regarding
the project that the member is specifically spegkio, the
West Creek potential project, very preliminary dissions
have gone on. The Premier and I, along with theidtén of
Economic Development, did discuss the potentialttig with
Governor Parnell. The mayor may feel that theneotsa good
chance for a feasibility study of the project gejtidone. We
heard a very different indication from the governor

| would point out it is just one of the projectaths being
looked at. It is one that certainly holds some ptét, but what
we see in fact, contrary to the member’s assertisnthat the
members simply don’t do their research to undedstae work
that has been done and the planning that has beentd ad-
dress matters, including capital project plannind addressing
Yukon’s current and future energy needs.

Mr. Silver:
Corporation has spent millions of dollars on stadieat have
gone nowhere for various reasons. It is now chasirf40-
million project in Skagway for which it can't eveyet its own
government to fund a feasibility study. It speneo$2 million
at Atlin studying a project that the Government Riitish
Columbia eventually turned into a park.

The corporation has also spent millions of dollarMarsh
Lake and Gladstone River on district heating, wamd bio-
mass. Almost $20 million has been spent on planaimdj we
continue to run short on supply. When is this goweznt going
to move beyond studying projects and actually pedcwith
one that will increase our power supply?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again what | would point out to
the member is that, in fact, the project that heeferring to,
contrary to the spin he is putting on it in Questi®eriod, is
one that we've identified as something that hasml years
down the road. There would certainly be a lot ofkm@quired
to see the West Creek project be actualized. At plint, no
significant investment of money has occurred. #twvery pre-
liminary stages. One of the next steps would bdingeta
clearer understanding of what the costs entailedldvdne
should the West Creek hydro project come to froitiSignifi-
cant money has been spent, as the member has hetedld
again remind the member, as | have articulatedemeral oc-
casions here in this House, that since being swrin the fall
of 2011, as minister responsible for Yukon DeveleptmCor-
poration and Yukon Energy Corporation, the mesghge |
have consistently relayed on behalf of governmetath cor-
porations is that we want them to be focused iir #féorts and
to focus any significant expenditures of planningney on
projects that are likely to be permitted and thahd the best
chance for providing solutions to Yukon’s energed® That
is what we have indicated to the corporations aitidcantinue
to indicate.

Mr. Silver:
about this topic, and it should be. Instead of dpgntwo years
trying to sell Yukon Energy off to Alberta, the gomment
should have been hard at work looking for waystweéase our
energy supply so that we don’t end up burning diese

The bottom line is that the Energy Corporation spsnt
more than $20 million on studies and has littlesbhow for it.
Because these projects are all funded out of tleedynCorpo-
ration, they escape the scrutiny of the Legislathasembly.
With the amount of money being spent, | believehibuld be
done in-house by the government. There is a neechfnge in
policy, both to improve accountability to the pubéind to pro-
tect ratepayers. Will the government consider mgvihese
planning exercises into the Department of Energined and
Resources?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It looks like the Member for
Klondike has perhaps read the protocol that weirgot place.
We have updated the protocol between the Yukon Bpve
ment Corporation and I, as well with the lettere@pectations
from me on behalf of the government to the Yukorvédep-
ment Corporation, the parent for Yukon Energy Caoafion.
That includes making the minister responsible foliqy and

Over the last number of years, the Energyclearly delineating government’s lead responsipilit that, so

we are continuing to do work in that area.

Some of the other assertions that the member iisgtity
bring up in past spectres of events that went o209 really
are quite bizarre and rich, considering what abushnspired
at that point. Those records are in the media avwe lheen for
years, and really, it's time we focus right nowwhere we are
going from here, planning for Yukon’s energy futuhaving
the corporations focus their efforts on areas éinatmost likely
to achieve successful results, and to focus onpaorities of
minimizing the financial risk to taxpayers and pgers, en-
suring that Yukon’s electrical system remains ggroow and
for years to come.

Question re:  Literacy programs

Mr. Tredger: It's Education Week, and it's a good
time to talk about methods that work for our leasnand our
teachers. Reading Recovery and Wilson Reading myteyh
successful, evidence-based, research-proven andnytekted
programs for children identified with literacy igsu— pro-
grams that are endorsed by teachers, studentsaaedtp. Evi-
dence tells us that greater literacy means greainfidence
and better educational and life outcomes for thiel.ch

A reading child is far more likely to be engagedearn-
ing. Teacher trainers and teachers need to befigdai Read-
ing Recovery and Wilson Reading methods, but lastr yhe
minister decided not to fund additional teacheintrey and

announced the programs needed to be reviewed and re

evaluated.

How does the minister justify not putting the resms into
Reading Recovery and Wilson Reading when we knageh
programs help many young children become literate?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member opposite for the
question. Literacy is something that's very impott#o this
government — to my government caucus colleaguasobme

| know that the government is sensitive personally as well. It's one of the things | idéetl during my

election campaign as a personal priority.

With that, there are a couple of activities we’velertaken
with respect to a literacy strategy. That work bega 2012
with the Minister of Health and Social Services ane at the
New Horizons Education Summit, which was a focuditen-
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acy. The Department of Education has funded $200c@@ard
the Family Literacy Centre, located at the Canadmé&s Cen-
tre here in Whitehorse. One of the things with eesgo re-
views and evaluations that | find interesting frtéme member
opposite is that throughout the Education debatecthveren’t
very many programs that he talked about that he'tdwiant a
review or an evaluation of, except for this one.

Perhaps the next time he is on his feet he caraexplhy
this one doesn’t require review and evaluation, wak of the
other programs that we talked about during Edunatiebate
— not only in this sitting, but the previous one did require
that review and evaluation.

Mr. Tredger:
Recovery and Wilson Reading have been reviewedadgwn
an ongoing basis. | have reviewed a number of rialegov-
ernment reports and correspondence, and it's theme liter-
acy programs have delivered. Between 2006 and 20ddr]y
600 students have directly benefited from WilsoradRieg.

For the minister’s information, Reading

Can the Minister of Health and Social Services iconf
whether or not the Yukon Hospital Corporation i®quring
artwork from outside of the Yukon for the DawsoryQiospi-
tal?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | have requested
some information from the Yukon Hospital Corporatiwith
respect to artwork in the building. They have asdume that
they did in fact consult with the community andtwihe First
Nation; however, there were some extenuating cistantes,
as | understand it, that have since led to sonfedliies with
obtaining the art in question. However —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Graham: — if the member opposite wishes
to answer the question for me, I'm sure | woulddsitvn and
be quiet.

As | was trying to say, there were some difficidtibat the
Hospital Corporation is now attempting to overcome.

Mr. Barr: We all know that Yukon is home to many

Many more in every Yukon elementary school communit talented visual artists. We have artists rangitognfthose just

have benefited from Reading Recovery. There areenons
testimonials, including this one: “My son startefdl the year
feeling very frustrated with reading. He so badlgnted to
read with me and now, because of Reading Recohergan.
The confidence he now has is absolutely wonderful.”
Will the minister re-evaluate his decision not tond

teacher training of these successful literacy @ogr and re-
store funding in time for the 2013-14 school year?

starting out to those who are recognized internatly for
their creativity and skill. Why, with this capacitp provide
locally inspired artwork and with the recommendasiccon-
tained in the Dawson City hospital functional pagrreport,
would there be a decision to source artwork fos thdrthern
community hospital from outside of the Yukon?

My question is this: Why won’t the minister comnbi
sourcing only locally produced artwork for the hibalpin

I have to thank the member opposite

Speaker: Order please. The member's time hasDawson City?
elapsed. Hon. Mr. Nixon:
Hon. Mr. Kent:

Wilson Reading continue to be funded by this gorent.
There are staff-allocated positions throughoutdiadfing allo-
cation formula when it comes to delivering thoseo tpro-
grams.

But, again, | think it's important that we evaluatié pro-
grams. It can't just be this one — the member oppowhen
he talks about evaluation, seems to pick and chdasmild go
back through the Blues and bring forward numeragasions
where he asked me, as minister, to review and aislpro-
grams. That is what we do. | think those are imgrutraspects
when you're delivering educational or other progsaimrough-
out government.

We are going to continue and review and evaluaestic-
cess of programs such as Reading Recovery and Wisad-
ing. We are continuing to deliver those programsYtkon
students.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
tistic community; for example, learning centreslithe North-
ern Cultural Expressions Society and the Klondikstitute of
Art and Culture, as well as collectives like thekgn Artists at
Work. The Dawson City hospital functional prograeport
from 2009 emphasized the impact the design hademeliv-
ery of quality patient care and mentions, numertmes, the
importance of having local, regional and First Natiartwork
throughout the hospital.

Dawson City hospital artwork

Of course, Reading Recovery and for his question, because he’s absolutely righter€hare a

number of incredibly talented artists within theritery, and |
think, as Yukoners, we’re very fortunate to be dblshowcase
their work, not only within the permanent art cotlen, which
goes through 350 works, forming an important caltuasset
that reflects and really celebrates over four desauf art prac-
tised in the territory.

Coming up at the end of this week on Thursday, sl
kicking off the artists and the artworks that Wik attending
Northern Scene in Ottawa. I'm glad that I'm goingoe able to
be a part of this, and the Government of Yukoneis/\pleased
to have Yukon’s performing, visual, literary, cudiy and fash-
ion arts showcased in Ottawa.

So the member is right. We have a number of inbhedi
talented artists in the territory, and we're verpyd to show
them off across the country and across the globe.

Question re:
Ms. White:

Liquefied natural gas
Many Yukoners believe that as citizens

We are fortunate to have such a thriving ar-— as owners of the public utility — they must hake oppor-

tunity to participate in an open dialogue about dhik energy
future. Many Yukoners believe that they must haveag in
Yukon’s energy future before we invest in more iofgel in-

frastructure and before we perpetuate our depeedendossil
fuels.

Over a year ago, Yukon Energy released a backgrpand
per and hosted a workshop on the LNG transitionoapin
Yukon. Transition means shift — change, evolutioanver-
sion. It implies a destination — a target, a loag¥yt goal —
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that is different from fossil fuels. Those longregoals take
planning. We are interested in the long-term enguigy this
government is directing. Can the minister respdadil Yuk-

oners what will LNG be a transition to? Are we s#ioning to

another way of generating power, and if so, whahétime-
line? Is it five years, 15 years or a generatioayv

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, the choice of the
words “transition fuel” is the Yukon Energy Corptioa’'s
phrasing. | think a better choice of words woulddeefer to it
as “a replacement for the role that diesel haseglay the sys-
tem.” Yukon has had, for many years — really evace the
transfer of assets from the old NCPC — diesel gdpes as
part of the system providing, at some points, sagmply and,
at other points, surge capacity or the capacityack up assets
in the event of line disruptions and so on. Reallg,see lique-
fied natural gas as appearing, based on the inf@mae have
at this point in time, to be the logical replacemeaien the
Mirrlees diesel units at Yukon Energy become tirpired, as
well as providing some additional system capacity.

We made it clear in the 2011 election campaign @d
main committed to pursuing the long-term developnuodrthe
growth of Yukon’s hydro capacity and believe thisrpotential
in those areas, but permitting significant hydrojects does
take many years. In fact, it would typically — besa of the
environmental process leading up to it — take ntben the
lifespan of one government, so we are setting timg-term
vision in that area. Again, as | noted to the meamndgposite,
replacement of diesel with LNG appears to be a-effsttive
solution.

Ms. White: In 2012, while pursuing the LNG option,
Yukon Energy also attempted to suppress a windilftis
study, but was not fully successful. A redactedsier was
finally released last fall, and | tabled it in thi®use last week.
Option means choice. Is LNG a fiscally responsigon? If
so, in comparison to what? Yukoners would like && she
analysis.

One option is to start retrofitting diesel genersitto burn
LNG. Another option is to start our shift to rendohes sooner
rather than later. Can the minister responsibleigeothe cost-
benefit analysis that lays out the full costs dntklines of set-
ting up the infrastructure for LNG so that it casdobmpared to
the costs associated with a renewable source oéow

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | do have to point out for those
who are listening and for those in the media gglles well,
that we have the situation of the Member for Kldedstanding
up and suggesting that too much is being spentuaties, and
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King suggesting westhéo
spend more on studying the feasibility of wind.

| would again point out that there have been sigaift
dollars spent on researching various energy supmipns. As
| articulated to the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kijrighink a
better choice of words in explaining the role ofuléfied natu-
ral gas in Yukon Energy Corporation’s potential rggyemix
would be referring to it as a replacement for disgele in the
system. For many years, diesel has provided, inescases,
baseload, but in most cases, simply surplus ereagscity, the
ability to handle surges in growth, and if there parts of the

system that are shut down — such as a power lieerirption
— the ability to ensure that we continue to havergy on the
system.

So again, there are diesel units at Yukon Energy &ne
becoming time-expired. There is additional growdhthe sys-
tem. It appears, based on the analysis work thebkean done
to date, that the most cost-effective option isefglace existing
diesel units with liquefied natural gas units, hessathe capital
cost of the units is roughly the same.

Speaker: Order please. The member's time has
elapsed.
Ms. White: | am thankful for the long memories and

experience of many Yukoners. Ratepayers are betrengrunt
of this government’s energy management over thé 18s
years. | just want the facts. The Yukon has a umigpportu-
nity to be energy independent. There is amazingr soid wind
potential that has not yet been systematicallyyaeal and real-
ized by either this government or the public wililncreased
reliance on fossil fuel with planned dependenceammodity
prices can make Yukon very vulnerable. The piciarenuch
different with renewables. If LNG is a transitioffukoners
want to know to what and to when.

When will the minister responsible for Energy, Msnand
Resources share his government’s energy vision Witkon-
ers? What is this government’s plan to reduce Yiskogliance
on fossil fuels?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, one part of our energy
vision is theEnergy Srategy for Yukon. | would encourage the
member to read it. I'd also encourage the membeead the
Yukon Development Corporation protocol that | weagerring
to earlier in Question Period and the updatedrietteexpecta-
tion.

We have indicated that we expect the corporationbet
focused in directing the resources to pursuing aeergy sup-
ply options. | have explained to the member, thosigé failed
to recognize it again in her last response, thallyrea better
characterization of the work being done with liqadfnatural
gas is replacing diesel’s role in the system. Waeaia commit-
ted to the long-term development of our hydro reses, but
there is a significant amount of lead time involtedioing so.

I have to remind the NDP — | know they don't like
when we remind them of the past — that we still theelegacy
on our power bills of paying for the NDP’s failute properly
manage the Yukon’s utility. They squandered mikiaf dol-
lars in failed projects like Watson Lake sawmilledadepleted
Yukon Development Corporation’s resources to inviast
things, including studying energy options and dbtuavest-
ing in energy options. Right now, we are dealinthviie after-
effects of their massive squandering of public veses on
their pet projects. We are focused on dealing withgs in a
fiscally responsible manner.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order
14.2(7), | would like to identify the items stangiim the name
of government private members to be called for telm
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Wednesday, April 17, 2013. With the indulgencehsf House,
I am missing the proper number for the one motion.

I would ask the indulgence of the House to cortlkict af-
ter the standard break at the beginning of Comemite the
Whole, but | believe the first motion is Motion N880, stand-
ing in the name of the Member for Pelly-Nisutlirhél' second
motion that we will be calling for debate is Motidto. 409,
standing the name of the Member for Watson Lake.

Speaker:
the subject matter of the motion?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the first motion |
referenced is with regard to tourism marketingolapologize
to the House. | missed that piece of paper in cgrdown here.
| believe the number is 380, but I will correctttimroughly 15
minutes if that is incorrect.

Speaker:  The subject of the second one?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Paper. As | indicated, that motion is Motion No946tanding
in the name of the Member for Watson Lake.

Department of Justice —continued

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As we finished off yesterday, | just
wrapped up talking about the SCAN officers and ehgploy-
ees and how dedicated they are at their work, afhk it's
appropriate at this time to also thank the reshefstaff within
the Department of Justice from probations to Conitgun
Wellness Court, to corrections and so on for kegpire well-
informed, for being friendly during visits, and foonducting

Does the Government House Leader knowthemselves in a very professional manner. | doegate their

work and look forward to continuing to work withettm.

I'd like to take a moment to discuss the Territb@@urt
judiciary. In this budget there is $178,000 to iempknt the
final year of the 2010 Judicial Compensation Consiois, or
JCC, recommendations. Members may have noticedrthibe
newspapers, the current JCC commissioner has takeads
asking for public input into judicial compensatiohhis is in

The second matter is on the Orderkeeping with theTerritorial Court Act, which allows public

input into the JCC process.
Members may have also noticed that there is anrtsiee

With the help of the Clerk, my memory had served mement out right now for a new judge to replace Judghn

though my paperwork had not in this case. The firstion is

Motion No. 380 standing in the name of the MemloeHelly-

Nisutlin. It is with regard to tourism marketingh& second
motion, as | indicated, Motion No. 409, standinghie name of
the Member for Watson Lake, is with regard to hogsi

Speaker:
Day.

We will now proceed with Orders of the

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into iGittee of
the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Moation agreed to

Soeaker |eaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order. The matter before the Cotteniis
Vote 8, Department of Justice, Bill No. I&iyst Appropriation
Act, 2013-14. Do the members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is resumin
debate on Vote 8, Department of Justice, in Bill MO, First
Appropriation Act, 2013-14.

g

Faulkner, who retired effective last July, but themas ap-
pointed as a deputy judge. I'd like to take thipapunity to
thank Judge Faulkner for his past work on the bexsctvell as
his continued service as a deputy judge and mashtly as a
coroner.

The Judicial Council will carry out their dutiesder the
Territorial Court Act regarding the recruitment of judicial offi-
cers and then make recommendations to our governfaen
appointment. This process is, as I've stated, wmalgnow and

I move that the Speaker do now should result in names sent to our government éncitming

fiscal year.
Finally, | would like to give the House a brief wgid on

It has been moved by the Government Houseur land titles modernization. I'm going to comeckdo the

Land Titles Office in few moments. As members wékall,
last April 1 announced that the department woultidte the
modernization of the land titles system here in &fukThis
would see the Department of Justice draft new kittes and
condominium acts, establish a new business proaedssig-
nificantly upgrade or replace the computer systdnadso es-
tablished a steering committee that would see tbdemiza-
tion through to completion, made up of represeveatifrom
the legal community, surveyors, First Nations, espntatives
of the condominiums and developers along with govemt
reps from the department and the federal government
Madam Chair, their mandate included conducting abns
tations with the public so that their view could tepresented
in the modernization process. | was therefore pléas an-
nounce a few weeks ago that we had publishedAthet We
Heard documents on our website. | would encourage mesnber
of the public, if they haven't already done soréad through
these documents as they are very informative aheustate of
our land titles, and in particular about condominguin Yukon.
I'd like to thank the members of the steering cottewi for
all their hard work so far and the countless habhey have
devoted to this project. They have been invaluablkeeping
the project on-track and giving their expert adviceall man-
ner of topics covered by this project. | would dige to thank
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my Department of Justice staff who worked on this for
their efforts as well.

The next phase of the project will be moving ophase 2,
which will see us begin drafting the legislationdathoosing
the computer system. | expect to have further ano@ments
on this project in the near future. Our governméetvs the
land titles system to be a cornerstone of a stemonomy be-
cause it ensures a strong legal foundation foe tiffl private
land.

Finally, I'd like to thank the hard-working men and

women at the Department of Justice for their deinan de-
livering justice services to the public. One of ttesvards of
this job is to meet so many interested and dedicatiblic ser-
vants. I've been to most of the offices and detaamtisiin the
Yukon, | have toured Victim Services, Community Weks
Court, SCAN offices, probations, Sheriff's Officeproner’s
office, and more. I've been to WCC on several oicresand
have been very impressed with the staff's profesdism and
compassion. It takes a special kind of person tckwath of-

fenders and to help them in a transition to pragactcontrib-
uting members of society. When I've toured the ectional

facility, it's clear to me that the inmates recagnthat the cor-
rectional officers at WCC are indeed there to tlegm.

I've also been to the Land Titles Office many tim¥sk-
oners have placed tremendous responsibilities mnuthit as,
for most of us, our homes are the most significanestment
we will make. We expect our land titles to be pssesl accu-
rately and efficiently. | appreciate the work ofrdiand Titles
Office. The staff continues to process an increasisiume of
work using tools from the horse-and-buggy era. dvkrall of
us in this Assembly truly appreciate their work.

I'm now prepared to hear other members and lookdiod
to the debate on this budget. Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft:
2013-14 budget main estimates for the Departmerdusfice.
As legislators, as residents of the Yukon and tgecis of the
world, what we do in this Assembly and the budgeatisions
we make in the corner of the world we call homeimfteed
have an impact beyond our borders. We have therappty to
stand out as a small northern jurisdiction, andhage done
that in many respects.

We can live up to the highest standard in our resfor
human rights, our standard of community-based pgiand
the response to crime — and I'll be speaking altbatrecent
signing of the protocol for Together for Justicavimen the

Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society and the Watson é&ak

RCMP as an example of that. We have also demoedtlaad-
ership in our support for victim services, andihkhwe can do
more to show leadership in our delivery of cormmdl pro-
gramming, to name but a few.

| would also like to thank the departmental offisiavsho
presented a briefing on the budget estimates ateh@xon
behalf of the Official Opposition, our appreciatitmthe De-
partment of Justice workers throughout the departme

My questions for the minister will be, in some meas
following up on issues | raised last year, andl@ihformation
we find in these budget estimates.

One of the largest government capital expenditure®-
cent years was the new $70-million Whitehorse Guisaal
Centre. | have questions related to capital and O&dendi-
tures at the facility.

On capital, there are budget funds of $3.086 mmilliothis
year's capital budget for the new arrest procesaimg which
will process intoxicated individuals taken into igel custody.
As we know, that unit was identified in order to vecaway
from housing, in the RCMP cells, people who havengicked
up for being intoxicated. In last spring’s Justidebate, the
minister said that the new arrest processing uoitlg/ “hope-
fully be ready and open by fall of 2012.”

| would like the minister to explain why this wodkd not
proceed as originally scheduled in 2012? How loril the
construction take?

Also on the capital side of the budget, lookingWtite-
horse Correctional Centre’s physical facility ifséwould like
the minister to tell us whether all outstanding kvorders or
repairs and renovations have been completed. Aeeethny
outstanding contractor or subcontractor invoicesveHall the
permits been completed and signed off?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for her
question on the APU. We are looking forward to nmgvfor-
ward on this project. It will certainly be of grdagnefit to have
the project completed.

Over the last year, the departments of Justice Higt-
ways and Public Works conducted a review of thepscand
design parameters of the arrest processing uné.rétiew was
conducted to determine whether a modified designdcbe
developed that reduces cost, yet still meets thgh program
needs and standards of the arrest processingTunig.review
has led to a modification in design for the progbZePU,
which will continue to meet the high standards $afe and

I'm pleased to rise and speak to thesecure custody. We expect that the tender prodemdds be

completed within the very near future. The Departief
Highways and Public Works and the Department ofideisire
working together to ensure that we are ready femtéxt build-
ing season. Questions specifically related to theract | am
going to defer to the Minister of Highways and RubVorks,
when he is on his feet defending his budget.

Ms. Moorcroft: One population that is overrepre-
sented in the justice system and the correctioysdbs is peo-
ple with FASD and, as the minister indicated, tleelefal-
provincial-territorial ministers of justice have érelooking at
this problem, and we need to know the numbers teragne
what the extent of the problem is.

FASD is a disability, but many people with thatatigity
end up charged with offences and placed into cbors A
more thoughtful approach is one that tackles tisaldiity and
the response to health and social services neattgrrthan
criminalizing people with fetal alcohol spectrunsatider. The
minister has stated that the proposed researchoo@tgy to
study that prevalence of FASD has been drafted witine
input from meetings with partners and stakeholders.

I'd like the minister to tell us who the departmemds
worked with in putting together the research metiogy and
if he can give us an idea of the plan regardindithang. What
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are the target dates for that research being dtame being
completed?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
question. This is a very important topic to us @mrections and
one where we are working on a greater scale thstnYjukon.
The Department of Justice recognizes that a numbeffend-
ers in the adult justice system may have cognitiygairments,
along with mental health and substance abuse istwsmay
hinder their ability to successfully benefit fromeatment and
programs at Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Thaeaiged to
improve services, case coordination and outcomegshiese
offenders. There is very little empirical data &adlie on the
number of people in the criminal justice system whdeed
have FASD. This is true for Yukon, and it's true fither ju-
risdictions as well. Interest in determining theeyalence of
FASD arose at a national conference held in Yukoraccess
to justice for individuals with FASD. One of thenference
recommendations was the need for research to detere
prevalence of FASD in the adult criminal justicepptation
here in Yukon. It was also identified that in orderdetermine
prevalence, diagnostic capacity needs to be degdlop

deed required to meet the needs of the offendeulatpn.
Both streams are working toward reducing the ineolent of

I thank the member opposite for her this offender population within the justice system.

The goals of the research stream are to deternmieep
lence of FASD and other neurocognitive disorderthanterri-
torial corrections population, to identify mentadith and sub-
stance abuse issues, to assess or test FASD suydenl re-
search, and to ensure adaptability of researchadetbgy and
project plan to other jurisdictions within Canada.

The goals of the adult diagnostic capacity and caae-
agement stream are to develop a local FASD adafrdistic
program and to develop diagnostic capacity to mievihat
service, to improve case management for individuaith
FASD, to improve access to services and suppomffenders
with FASD, to enhance information sharing, and Ifineo im-
prove awareness and understanding of FASD withenteinri-
tory.

Phase 1 of the research stream involved developofeat
methodology and project plan that will be used daduct the
actual study. Work undertaken in phase 1 of theaeh
stream includes the following: to develop researathodol-

Case management and coordination and post-diagnosigly and the project plan, to complete ethics reyitevidentify

service provision have also been recognized adeciyas to
improved outcomes for individuals. The departmerfitdustice
and Health and Social Services are working collathegly to
develop a series of tools that will assist in deiang the
prevalence of FASD and other cognitive disordeid taniden-
tify mental health disorders and substance abuseessin
Yukon’s corrections system. I'd like at this time thank the
Minister of Health and Social Services for his oimgosupport
and work on this file.

The Prevalence Partners Board is overseeing thelaev
ment and implementation of this project. Projecttrers in-
clude Justice Canada, the Northern Institute ofisbdustice,
Yukon College, Correctional Service of Canada, Cara
Centre on Substance Abuse, Fetal Alcohol Syndroowes/
Yukon and First Nations’ Health and Social Develapmn
Commission.

With funding from the Public Health Agency of Canad
Yukon and Social Services is working to developaal diag-
nostic capacity for adults and implement an integtacase
management approach with the Department of Jufticaf-
fected individuals.

With funding support from Justice Canada and theNo
ern Institute of Social Justice, Yukon College d@hd Public
Health Agency of Canada, Yukon Department of Jasik
undertaking a study of FASD prevalence and ideimtifymen-
tal disorders and substance abuse in Yukon’s diorecpopu-
lation.

The department is taking the lead for the resesngam,
and the Department of Health and Social Servicesasaging
the adult diagnostic capacity and case managentezdns.
Work is currently proceeding concurrently in theotatreams
so that each stream can inform the other. Justicesponsible
for managing all aspects of the prevalence study tdealth
and Social Services is working to determine whegll®f pro-
gramming, services and case management technigaees-a

funding sources, and to develop funding proposatsphase
two. Phase 2 of the research stream involves geareh study
of the adult correctional population. Work undeetakn phase
2 of the research stream includes the followingestablish
schedules for diagnosis and assessments, to centjiéginosis
and assessments, to analyze the data, and to amdtesubmit
reports to the Department of Justice. The correatipopula-
tion involvement in phase 2 of the research stedyoluntary.

Phase 1 of the adult diagnostic capacity and casege-
ment stream involves planning and model developrieme-
view current practices locally, nationally and imitionally for
FASD diagnosis and also to research to develomdstg and
assessment programs, research and develop a caagament
coordination model, implement training for both tbbse as-
pects, and develop an evaluation framework for loftthose
aspects.

Phase 2 of the adult diagnostic capacity and caseage-
ment stream involves the implementation to provigeSD
diagnosis and assessment for adults within thédgyy to im-
plement a case management and coordination madeiphi-
tor implementation of both aspects, and finallygtther data
for evaluation and service improvements.

A principal investigator affiliated with the Uniwaty of
Alberta was hired in June 2012 to develop the mebemeth-
odology, submit that methodology for a universithies re-
view, and to investigate funding opportunities tmnducting
the study.

The first draft of the research methodology hashbaen-
pleted and reviewed by the Prevalence PartnersdBodre
document includes a detailed description of theegtaration-
ale, study research questions and methods, inguplartici-
pant selection and recruitment strategies, assessmethods
to be employed, general study procedures, a discuss$ per-
tinent ethical issues and a preliminary draft budige that
study.
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It is expected that eight personnel are requirezbtaluct a
study: an on-site prevalence study manager, &alicoordi-
nator, a psychologist, a consulting supervisoryrogsycholo-
gist, a physician, a research assistant, a pody-stoordinator
and the principal investigator.

Funding will be required to cover personnel coatswell
as costs to purchase the assessment measurek, dchaais-
trative costs and knowledge translation costs. praposed
draft budget is consistent with costs attached¢wipus preva-
lence studies undertaken by the Correctional SerefcCan-
ada.

The draft methodology will be revised, based onutnp
from the Prevalence Partners Board, and a findt il be
completed sometime this year.

Improved diagnostic and assessment services mumst
sider post-diagnosis service provision. Having angeehen-
sive, function assessment provides little advantabere sig-
nificant gaps exist in programs and services.

The project partners recognize that a project isftagni-
tude will require a multi-year, multi-pronged apacb. With
the research methodology completed by March 201i8s-Aot
quite finished yet, | understand, but will be vesgon — and
funding secured over the summer of 2013, it is etgukthat
the study could begin this fall or winter.

The research study is expected to require a miniroilh8
months to complete, with approximately 150 assessn
take place. Funding from the Public Health AgenEZanada
will fund the capacity development and case managém

In the adult diagnostic capacity and case managemestream until March or April of 2014 and a justiceeyalence

stream, Health and Social Services is reviewing amalyzing
existing programs and supports for individuals WiRASD,
specifically to determine gaps in service, deveigpiocal di-
agnostic capacity for adults with FASD, and impryicase
management for diagnosed adults with FASD who came
conflict with the law.

The departments of Justice and Health and Socrgices
are partnering with FASSY, CYFN, and the Northemstitute
of Social Justice to provide FASD case managenrairing
for service providers. During this course, particits will gain
a greater understanding of the nature and consegqueh
FASD for the individual, their family, and the comanity. Us-
ing real life examples from their caseloads, pgrdints will be
guided in developing and implementing appropria@npre-
hensive case plans. The first part of the trainimbich was
delivered between February 28 and March 1, intreduthe
cause and consequence of prenatal alcohol consenmgotid its
impact on the individual, family and community. Tinéroduc-
tion began the process of understanding how FASIDences
and guides the service delivery.

The second part of the training will be deliveredthiree
blocks from March until May. Through a process bkerva-
tion and participation in actual case reviews andsaltations,
participants will learn the skills and techniquescessary to
effectively develop a community case plan for asperwith
FASD.

In a project of this nature, the complexities, eghiissues
and different understandings of FASD can be veallehging.
In both streams, a number of meetings have occuwvittdser-
vice agencies, stakeholders, professionals, JuaticeHealth
and Social Services staff and key informants taeshmoject
information, raise awareness about FASD, gain getses,
support and build relationships, and get feedbatlspecific
activities.

During meetings with agencies and individuals, veseh
consistently heard that assessment must go beyendihical
diagnosis of FASD to include a strength-based, tfanal as-
sessment. The latter provides more potential bisngfi indi-
viduals and their caregivers. Also, through theesssient
process and information sharing around an FASD ndiaig
related to the project, the stigmas related to ¢bisdition must
be addressed.

study manager until about the same time.

Il now discuss some of this very important prdjec
methodology. The study will assess 150 adult oféesdaged
18 to 40, to extrapolate prevalence among the lacgerec-
tional population of approximately 700 offendersnaally,
both incarcerated and on probation, over an 18-mgetiod
beginning this coming fall or winter.

It will also implement the use of screening toaisluding
Asante FASD screening and referral tool for prairatfficers
and a Correctional Service of Canada briefing acréening
checklist. The study will also complete assessmiemt&ASD,
mental health and substance abuse issues. Théssintdydis-
ciplinary team includes a physician, a psychologigd clinical
coordinator. There will be one year of post-assessrlinical
support. There will be connection with the largase man-
agement infrastructure here in Yukon. Some of teesgnnel
required for the project can be hired locally arainted for the
study.

Finally, in conclusion, colleagues across Canadadth
the Justice and Health and Social Services fielage been
very supportive of this project and are lookingward to re-
ceiving the documents that can be shared, whiclhareneth-
odology and the reports, and the results of YukdrAsSD
prevalence study.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to thank the minister for that
information and to request a copy of the researethadology
when that document is finalized. Since we’re beydtarch
and into April, hopefully that will be sometime the month of
April.

| understand that the Yukon branch of the Canaéian
Association played a strong leadership role inGB&'s atten-
tion to the need to recognize FASD as a disalslitgt to iden-
tify this issue as one that needed the attentiothefcriminal
justice system to come up with better approachiespleased
to hear the update on the research, and | wouddtbksuggest
to the minister that it might be helpful for thenisiter and his
department to consider including a representatioenfthe
Yukon branch of the Canadian Bar Association oiir theeva-
lence Partners Board, as | understand they have deieg a
lot of work both here in the Yukon and nationally that sub-
ject. The overrepresentation of First Nations i& trrectional
system is also deeply troubling. Generally, morantt®0-

co
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percent of inmates at Whitehorse Correctional @eate abo-
riginal, and the minister has heard Opposition ipartand
Yukon First Nations ask about the possibility ofF@st Na-
tions’ liaison position to help address the neeflabmriginal
people in our correctional system.

I'd like to ask the minister about the Whitehorseri@c-
tional Centre elders advisory committee’s inpubiptogram-
ming. How often have the WCC elders advisory cortaaitmet
this year? What meetings have they had with cameat staff
on the issue of programming? Has the elders advismmmit-
tee made any specific recommendations? What aitertas
been given to that? I'd like to ask the ministeratso address
what the department will do with this year's fungliallocation
to support additional programming that is targetethe needs
of First Nation inmates?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, as many of us in this
Legislature will know, the elders advisory comnattevas
formed in 2007. It's made up of nine elders repnéag seven
First Nation communities. The elders contributé\tbitehorse
Correctional Centre by providing one-to-one couirsglwith
offenders, participating in ceremonies such as tisels
smudges and other spiritual services. They cort&iby teach-
ing offenders and staff about the First Nationgurel and liais-
ing with offenders, staff and communities. The etdadvisory
committee meets once a month with the WhitehorseeCo
tional Centre management and provides counsel pacts of
programming and on aspects of the operations. &ldes pro-
vided with their own office and a lounge in the f&ational
Centre to facilitate their work and make them cantafiole. The
elders have a very calming influence when theyirmtbe Cor-
rectional Centre. The management team would likentto be
there as much as possible, and I'd like to take digiportunity
as Minister of Justice to really, truly thank théon their help
and their support.

It's entirely appropriate for elders to play a rotemitigat-
ing conflicts that may arise between inmates aafi. <fficials
report that elders have been directly involvedesotving con-
flicts between inmates and are very effective iingaso be-
cause of the respect that inmates have for themf@ntheir
work.

Justice has launched also a community reintegratilm
project that will work with First Nations to assisith the tran-
sition of their citizens when they are releasednfivhitehorse
Correctional Centre. Justice has entered into &racrwith the
Council of Yukon First Nations to provide a reintagon
worker to carry out the duties associated with thsk. The
reintegration worker will work closely with WCC @asnan-
agement on release planning for First Nation chidmack to
their communities. The reintegration worker wilk@ladminis-
ter a fund available to address barriers to subdessintegra-
tion. For example, the funding could be used taiseaccom-
modation, to purchase equipment or clothing neddegvork,
facilitate access to other treatment programs,sanfbrth. The
worker will also assist WCC with research and cowtion on
First Nation programming. The pilot project will leyaluated
after two years to assess its effectiveness. Caswmgement
staff do considerable liaison with First Nationstleir day-to-

day work. The elders advisory committee also pkysgnifi-
cant role in advising management staff of Firstibdaissues
and meets on a regular basis.

Ms. Moorcroft: Access to spiritual practices is impor-
tant to everyone and these can be of great comfuenh a per-
son is serving time in custody. We’'ve heard fromates and
from elders that there isn’t as much use of thetHiation pro-
gramming room and the elders’ office as was enmiiowhen
those features were first included in the design.

I'd like to ask the minister whether the practidesmudg-
ing is in fact available for all of the inmates wieguest it. The
minister has acknowledged the calming effect arabikty
offered by the elders’ presence at Whitehorse Ctamral
Centre, and I'm certainly aware of that. | very inwappreciate
the role that the elders are willing take on in muging the
staff and the inmates at the Correctional Centug,has there
been an increase in the amount of time that islawai for in-
mates to meet with the elders and for inmates gaga in
spiritual practices?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, inmates are provided
materials to smudge in the outdoor exercise areallaif the
units. Due to the fire suppression system, smudgngnly
permitted in the exercise yard of the units whar®le can
dissipate into the air. Inmates may also requestrtodge with
an elder.

The new Correctional Centre was built with a heglin
room that features appropriate ventilation for sgind in-
doors. The healing room was designed in consuttatiibh the
elders. Inmates may request to smudge in the lgeatiom
with an elder. The healing room is for ceremongainselling
and spiritual services. It was designed to be nmegdmi to all
people in Yukon and to inspire reflection and d&sions
among inmates, staff and elders.

Officials have recently met with CYFN and one oé tis-
sues discussed was in relation to the elders agvisonmittee.
A number of issues were discussed at that timéyditg hav-
ing more elders getting involved and the valuehefrt work at
the correctional facility. | hope that answers tmember’s
question.

Ms. Moorcroft:
was helpful.

The minister has read into the record, when we wi&e
cussing programming at Whitehorse Correctional feerat list
of the programs that were provided in 2012. Theisten also
spoke about some of the programs in March of 201n’t
see much that is new. The programming the ministsr spo-
ken about is substance abuse management, cogsiills,
violence prevention and anger management, spossauk
and sexual offence management. An approach thaséscon
rehabilitation of offenders so that they are léksly to reof-
fend would mean more, rather than less, programming

The minister has said that 152 offenders had vedei
various forms of these programs that he has spakent, but
I'd like to ask him how the range of programmingsha-
creased since one year ago and what percentagenafés are
taking programs?

Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. That



2446

HANSARD

April 16, 2013

The number of 152 offenders doesn’t mean a lotabse |
don’t know if that includes both remand and sentenoffend-
ers. | know with remand inmates, whether or not tpartici-
pate in programs in voluntary. So I'd like to knawhat the
percentage of inmates have taken programming ipaiseyear
and what they anticipate they will be able to dalimext year.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
guestion. This government recognizes that we casmoply
lock up offenders. We hope that when the offendees re-
leased that they will not re-offend. | think thatsr primary
goal there. This government continues to be coredhitb en-
suring that programming offered to inmates at W@@rasses
the underlying causes of crime and provides theth atcess
to resources and skills that will truly help thenake better
choices in the future.

Programming is available to inmates to addresssthiges
that have led to their incarceration.

However, we can always improve in this regard, ipart
larly for those inmates that have FASD, mental theahd sub-
stance abuse issues. Yukon is now the lead for dzaimade-
veloping and performing a research study that alidw us to

been participating in a traditional language progfar South-
ern Tutchone. Other language programs are alsq@ lesqolored
at this time.

WCC also offers spiritual services and culturalebeh-
tions, such as solstice, smudges and feasts. WGQvheked
with First Nation staff, the elders advisory contedt the

| thank the member opposite for her community advisory board and inmate representatoramit-

tee members to develop a First Nation programmiirsgesyy.

The first phase of this project was to consult deas for
cultural programming that could be offered at WQ@e next
stage of the project will examine the priority, $éslity and
resource requirements for implementing these progecom-
mendations. Once that analysis is complete, thestap will be
the development of a program implementation pldns Work
will be completed by the end of the 2013-14 fisgzdr.

Now, the member opposite asked how many inmates hav

participated in programs at Whitehorse Correctid@anhtre, so
I'll spend a few moments just going over some @f pinograms
and give some specific numbers. These nhumbersareApril
of 2012.

In the substance abuse management program, theee ha

determine the number of people who have FASD, nhentdeen 89 participants; violence prevention progran#4—par-

health issues and substance abuse problems wihthindrrec-
tional system. | spoke to that earlier. This widlih us to fine
tune our programming and case management in theefubd
better suit the individual needs of people who hhese condi-
tions.

Programming that is currently offered at Whiteho@se-
rectional Centre includes the following: changirftender be-
haviour; substance abuse management; respectétiorehips
program; violence prevention program; relationssigils for

ticipants; changing offender behaviour — 24 paptcits; re-
spectful relationships — 15 participants; sexudémder pro-
gram — 10 participants; emotions management — Sigpar
pants; positive parenting — 15 participants; Aldid®
Anonymous — 215 participants; talking circle — 134rtici-

pants; woodcarving — 13 participants; drum-making 26-
participants; Southern Tutchone language — 7 ppéaits;

first aid — 49 participants; WHMIS, or workplacezaadous
materials information system — 23 participants; deafe —

women; emotions management for women; sexual offiend 21 participants; industrial safety — 10 particimgntesumé

programming; mental health services; and cultudlvides
such as woodcarving, mask-making, beading, dredaohess,
talking circles with elders, traditional cooking darsolstice
celebrations. There is educational upgrading thmo¥gikon
College. There are courses for Alcoholics Anonymand life
skills and job readiness programs such as levéist did, in-
dustrial safety, workplace hazardous materialsrindgion sys-
tem, resumé writing, FoodSafe, positive parentimg financial
management, to name a few.

writing — 6 participants; parenting program — 10tjmdpants.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the minister for the informa-
tion. While | appreciate those numbers, it stiledo't directly
address my question regarding what percentageeointhates
do take programming and what percentage do not.

| am very pleased to hear the minister speak atheupri-
mary goal being to ensure that inmates do not eedff | am
also quite pleased to hear about the work being donlevelop
a First Nation programming strategy. The ministadi¢ated

Our commitment to providing effective offender pro-that they would have a document put together, whicluld

gramming is outlined in th€orrectional Redevelopment Sra-

include identifying resource requirements, by timel @f the

tegic Plan. This plan, approved by the Yukon Forum in De-2013-14 fiscal year.

cember 2006, lists as its two primary goals: immating the
recommendations of the corrections action plarriteto sub-
stantially improve the quality of corrections pragrs offered
to victims, offenders and community members; amdl&men-
tally changing the operation of the correctionateyn so that
the Department of Justice, First Nations and otleevices —

As | mentioned, there are a number of First Napoo-
gramming options also available at the Whitehorseree-
tional Centre, including things like beading, cagyi crafts,
drum-making, traditional foods and medicines.

First Nation offenders also take part in traditiometivities
such as elders counselling, spiritual guidanceirtgl circles
and traditional crafts. Most recently, interestéfibrmders have

When it comes to addressing the needs of develdfinsty
Nation programming, | would be remiss if | did nogke a
reference to the special report on aboriginal abivas that
was tabled in Parliament in March 2013.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | would ask mem-
bers to join me in welcoming to the gallery Yuko®@snbuds-
man and Information and Privacy Commissioner, Mim T
Koepke.

Applause
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Ms. Moorcroft: The office of the correctional investi-
gator issued a report in March 2013, entitl&dirit Matters:
Aboriginal People and the Correctional and Conditional Re-
lease Act. Although this report is specific to correctionstire
federal Correctional Service of Canada, a numbéneair key
findings are relevant to the Yukon, where we haveweerrep-
resentation of aboriginal peoples in our correcl@ystem.

Key findings of the report include that a limitedder-
standing of aboriginal people, culture and appreado heal-
ing are found within the correctional system, ttiadre is in-
adequate and uneven applicationGb&due social history con-
siderations in correctional decision-making, theré could be
better funding and contractual arrangements madectease
the work of elders inside institutions, that thexe need for a
better response to the urban realities and dembipsapf abo-
riginal people, and finally that penitentiary-basetérventions
far outnumber community reintegration alternatives.

One of their recommendations was appointing a geput

commissioner for aboriginal corrections. So welsath here in
the Yukon and on the federal scene a lot of attartteing paid
to the need to respond better to aboriginal comtiasnand to
those people who find themselves in conflict with taw.

Work, employment and training opportunities are alsry
important for the entire inmate population. Lasiryehe minis-
ter and | discussed this matter.

I'd like to ask him to tell us about what work d$&iknd job
training for inmates the department is hoping canoffered
over the next year. In the list of programs that mhinister just
went over, | didn’t hear anything that specificalgdressed the
kind of work that is being done by inmates and kived of
skills training programs available for them.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Again, | thank the member opposite
for her question. Under th€orrections Act, 2009, sentenced
inmates must be given work and program opportuitigork
programs allow inmates the opportunity to buildliskand
knowledge and to gain experience that may incréaseros-
pect of employment. Work programs promote a pasitiork
ethic and build self-esteem. Inmates work withie tBorrec-
tional Centre and under supervision in the commurin in-
mate must be sentenced and must achieve a miniracunity
level to be able to work within the community. Thenate
work crews have been involved in many projects dkierlast
couple of years, including assisting with Habitat Humanity
projects on Wheeler Street and in Ingram-Arkelldiuision.

They've also been involved in renovations to a llatzy-
care, building sandboxes and toys for the locatdes; clean-
ing up Kishwoot Island, Bert Law Park, and Camp &tk
constructing food donation boxes for the food bamhknpleting
renovations for the Justice Wellness Centre; aedritig brush
on the ski and snowmobile trails.

The outside work crews are currently helping wilte t
demolition preparations for the old jail and havada trail
markers for the Yukon Quest held just a few moumips. Mate-
rials needed for community work projects are nohlynalr-
chased by the sponsoring agency and costs assbacidtie
equipment, inmate pay, and work crew supervisares are
included in the budget for the Whitehorse CorrewldCentre.

All inmates who are sentenced must take part ignaro-
ming, subject to their criminogenic needs. Remammdates are
not required to take programming but a significpattion of
them indeed do take part. The new facility — Whitese Cor-
rectional Centre — has greatly increased our gbitit offer
programs.

| went through a long list of programs that offiée Iskills
and job readiness at WCC. I'll mention a few agairthere is
first aid, industrial safety, WHMIS, resumé writingduca-
tional upgrading, FoodSafe, financial managemend, far
both male and female inmates, Changing Paths —hnikitife
skills for female offenders — and positive paregtifihere is
wood and mask carving, beading, drum-making, talkiincles,
traditional cooking — the list goes on, but | thimkore impor-
tantly —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson: I'd like to ask the House to join me in
welcoming Hillary Aiken, executive director of théictoria
Faulkner Women'’s Centre, to this Legislature.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I think it's very important to note —
and | mentioned it earlier, and | thank the Ministé Educa-
tion for his work on this component of the file -hete are
courses available through Yukon College within ihMaite-
horse Correctional Centre. So | really don’t thiblgets any
better than that.

There are a number of programs available — a wadge
of programs — and then offering Yukon College an ¢ that.
There are significant opportunities within the Véhibrse Cor-
rectional Centre for people to upgrade their slalt&l prepare
for the workforce.

Ms. Moorcroft: Family visitors are of significant
benefit to inmates and to the correctional offickesause in-
mates who see their families and remain conneatetheir
communities have better support. | would like tawnhow
often the new family visitor room space is usecatsommo-
date inmate family visits. Is it weekly or is it mbly? It may
of course depend on requests. I’'m wondering ifrntin@ster has
any information available to him regarding how oftthere
have been requests for families to visit their fgnmembers
who are housed in the Correctional Centre. Aredglgenerally
approved? How often are they denied?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The visitation policy for the White-
horse Correctional Centre is on-line. | don’t hawveight in
front of me or | could read through the policy ifseut there
are opportunities for families to visit incarcetedividuals
according to that policy. The only time that itlhegets a little
tricky is if there is an inmate within the segrégatunit of the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. When somebody iseigre-
gation, it's for reasons of their own behaviour ansitation
may or may not be available according to policthat time.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to turn to issues of staff-

ing.
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What is the present number of full-time equivaleatsl
auxiliary on-call positions at Whitehorse Correntib Centre?
How many vacancies are there? How many casuatheare on
staff? The minister has said that staff trainingpantunities
would continue with, quote, “the new approach at ficility.”
How much ongoing training has been provided toextional
officers in the last year? Does Whitehorse Corogeti Centre
maintain a mandatory on-call status for some oo#lts cor-
rectional officers? If that is the case, how maegpgle are in-
volved in a mandatory on-call status?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Whitehorse Correctional Centre
has a total of 78 permanent FTEs. The CorrectiGesiltre also
employs 14 auxiliary on-call correctional officeptus seven
correctional officers in reinforcement worker pasit. In addi-
tion, the Correctional Centre has 11 casual cdmeat offi-
cers. The staffing model for the new Correctionahtte in-
creased the staffing by 2.5 FTEs. The additiondE$-Tover
one full-time cook, one full-time program officench0.5 of a
permanent medical administrative assistant.

A human resource strategy was put in place at W
this was a significant component of correctionaileneelop-
ment. The Correctional Centre now has 24/7 managepres-
ence and 18 corrections officer-2 positions. The sgaffing
model secured salary increases for correctionates that
went into effect in September 2011.

In November 2012, corrections partnered with Hitation
Training Corps through the Public Service Commisdio in-
crease the number of Yukon First Nation officershim the
Correctional Centre. Of the six First Nation peopleo started
correctional officer basic training in November 20 four will
be exempted into full-time positions in March orri\pf this
year. Additionally, a Yukon First Nation auxiliagmployee
will also be exempted into a full-time position.

The next intake for correctional officer basic tiag starts
in this month, April 2013, and has a preferenceféonale and
First Nation candidates. Twelve percent of empleyes
Whitehorse Correctional Centre have self-reported they are
of First Nations descent.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the minister for that. The one
issue | want to go back and ask him to addresshistiver
correctional officers and staff at Whitehorse Cotitmal
Centre have a mandatory on-call requirement.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: There is a policy in place for on-
call. I don’t have it right in front of me, but lilvcommit to
sending a copy from me to the member opposite.

Ms. Moorcroft: Perhaps when the minister is re-
sponding to that request, he could also send irdtiam on
how many hours of overtime have been incurred dverpre-
vious year and what they anticipate the budgetofgertime
will be in the coming year.

A short while ago the minister spoke about reirdéign
planning, and he has said that reintegration planiias in-
creased. The minister spoke about a pilot prograey have
involving partnership with the Council of Yukon &timNations.
| would like to hear more about how inmates arepsued to
reintegrate into their communities. The ministes laéso spo-
ken about the integrated offender management systedh

a

about a seamless case management plan for the setitence
of the inmate. I'd like to know, typically, how eft each
month does an inmate meet with his or her case gesdo

inmates have supports to develop pre-release marisast
three months in advance to address transition sssueh as
finding housing? Finally, on the subject of the ecasanage-
ment and the reintegration planning, what is ttadf sttio of

inmates to case managers?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Between April 1, 2012, and Febru-
ary 14, 2013, 37 inmates met the criteria for irdégd offender
management. The breakdown of the 37 of the nevgiated
offender management cases is as follows: two warale, 35
were male, 13 were Caucasian and 24 were FirsoNati

The majority of inmates were from Whitehorse, belrty
and the rest were from the following communitiesven from
Watson Lake, two from Haines Junction, three froeilyP
Crossing, two from Ross River, one from Teslinethifrom
Mayo, one from Dawson City, and there were threenfout-
side the territory.

The integrated offender management is a collab@ati
client-focused case management model. The modelda® a
seamless case management plan for the entire sentérihe
client, including custody and community supervisidn fo-
cuses on the transition period between custodycantmunity
supervision, when clients are particularly at riskreoffend.
The goal is to reduce reoffending by assessingrigie and
needs of offenders by applying processes and progithat
have been proven effective in reducing that rist lay starting
reintegration planning at the earliest opportunity.

While the offender is in custody, a case managsesses
the risk and needs of the offender and then wodtialwora-
tively with other Justice professionals to reduwerisk of reof-
fending.

There are two integrated offender case managéthie-
horse Correctional Centre who work closely with hatbon
officers and other service providers on behalftdirt clients.
The case management team develops a plan thatscther
offender’s time in custody and their transitionoithe commu-
nity. The probation officer later updates this ptancover the
offender’s period of supervision within the commntyniThe
plan targets the factors that underlie the offelsderiminal
behaviour, such violence or substance abuse, asutesthe
offenders are referred to the appropriate prograntsthe ap-
propriate resources.

There is no individual budget allocation for thiariocular
program. It is a new case management model thatbbaa
implemented to more efficiently and effectively ias®ur cli-
ents within Whitehorse Correctional Centre.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, that begins to answer my ques-
tion. The minister indicated that there are twoecasmnagers
and that there were 37 inmates who met the criferighe in-
tegrated offender management program or approablat T
would be approximately 18:1. The minister spoke uabibe
integrated offender management having a focus ertrénsi-
tion period at the earliest opportunity. When istth| had
asked him if it would be three months before redetigt an
inmate would be involved in that case managemesnnihg.
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When is that earliest opportunity for a transitferiod? It can
take three months or more to find a place to reden the best
of circumstances and when someone is at WhiteHooseec-
tional Centre, they are perhaps not at the topvefy®ne’s list
when they're looking to find a tenant.

I'd also like the minister to inform the House abaethat
the criteria is. Why is it that there are 37 innsaténo meet the
criteria for integrated offender management? Whatk of
services are provided for other inmates who wilodbe com-
ing out of Whitehorse Correctional Centre and egnating
into the community?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
ria for the integrated offender management model have to
take into consideration that the average stay foinanate at
Whitehorse Correctional Centre is approximatelydads. So
that model for the inmates who do meet the critesilh start
when they are identified as meeting that critdiat, one of the
main pieces for eligibility is it being for sentettinmates. |
thank the member opposite for her question.

Ms. Moorcroft:
cess to justice. Legal Aid provides duty counsel dofirst-
instance bail hearing, which is usually heard befoldP. Often
people are then — after their first appearance —taided in
remand temporarily.

Is there adequate legal aid funding to support fesiews?
What information is provided to inmates who areremand
about their ability to ask for a bail review aftbeir initial bail
hearing?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In 2012-13, Yukon is providing Le-
gal Aid with core funding of approximately $1,79800 A fur-
ther $35,000 is provided for lawyer services spesiify related
to the Community Wellness Court. Of that $1,798,0D&nada
provides Yukon with $864,000 through the accesgustice
service agreement. Yukon contributes the remai®gy,000,
as well as the additional $35,000 mentioned above.

Beginning in 2013-14, federal funding for Legal Aidll
remain frozen at $864,000 for the next five yediss will put
added pressure on Yukon to make up Legal Aid’siiable
funding shortfalls. The Department of Justice adiic have
been working with Legal Aid to ensure that it hasegh fund-
ing to cover its high-cost cases and provide itgila services
under the access to justice service agreementdépartment
provided Legal Aid with a funding increase of $1&M) in the
2010-11 year to cover the high-cost cases that Wwefere the
courts. The Department of Justice also providesSEE® of
additional funding to cover Legal Aid’s high-costses that
were in the 2011-12 fiscal year.

Access to justice and the proper administratiofuefice
demands that low-income individuals who are charggtth

seriousCriminal Code offences should be provided with legal

representation during the court process. In sorhgatfns,
citizens charged with criminal offences have a tiart®nal
right to legal aid. The determination as to whigplecants are
eligible for legal aid is made by Legal Aid’s stéfelf, accord-
ing to the YukonLegal Services Society Act, access to justice
services agreements, as well as Legal Aid’s owgilslity
rules.

Legal aid services in Yukon are provided by Yukagél
Services Society under the authority of thegal Services So-
ciety Act. The society is governed by a board of directors who
are appointed by the Minister of Justice. That algws the
society to provide eligible Yukoners with Legal Asgrvices in
certain types of criminal, civil and family countqeeedings.

In addition to that, the society also provides ptvéaw
services through its Neighbourhood Law Centre. dhg-to-
day work of the society is carried out by three Whdorse-
based clinics with a combined staff of 15. There @ine law-
yers and six support staff including the activecexive direc-

For the inmates who meet the crite- tor who practices law about 50 percent of the tiwith the

remainder of his time spent on executive directdied.

Funding for Legal Aid Services in Yukon is provided a
contribution agreement that flows approximatelyeé®illion a
year from Yukon Department of Justice to the sgditself —
the $1.6 million is a cost-share by the federal &awitorial
governments, with Justice Canada providing Yukorthwi
$864,000 per year through the Access to Justicesiceer

| have another question related to ac-Agreement funding agreement between Canada and nYuko

This agreement also provides funding for publialdgforma-
tion services of about $90,000 and aboriginal ceorker ser-
vices of about $158,000.

The federal share of the $1.6 million is about ®0cpnt,
making it the best legal aid cost-sharing agreerre@anada.
By comparison, the federal share in Northwest T@idgs is
believed to be about 40 percent and only about&6ent in
Nunavut.

Funding for legal aid is a significant concern, dgse the
federal share of the funding has not increasedesihe mid-
2000s. In spite of this, Legal Aid’'s core operatitggts con-
tinue to rise with the rate of inflation, plus ihet last three
years legal aid costs have spiked as a resulfef digher cost
cases.

In conclusion, we have ongoing discussions with dleg
Aid offices to determine the appropriate levelsfuriding for
all of their activities. Bail funding is part ofdke ongoing deci-
sions.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the minister for that and
would certainly agree that funding legal aid isey fpart of an
accessible justice system. Perhaps the ministerhragg some
success in deliberations with his federal countérmpaincreas-
ing the funding that the Government of Canada plewiin the
way of federal dollars for legal aid.

The Department of Justice supports the operatiothef
courts. The minister spoke about the Community Wésis
Court and that its funding has been extended td-AG1

He has said that there are increased numbers efraiksf
and that programming continues to develop.

Can the minister give us some further informati@utes
he know how many files have been processed in thrandu-
nity Wellness Court in 2012-13 and in past yearsWhhany
case management files are there at the Communityn¥gs
Court? How many programs are offered and how oftéo®
many participants are there in the programming? tHasmin-
ister supported an Alcohol and Drug Services attistcoun-
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sellor for the Community Wellness Court and howgldras the
position been filled?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:  As the member opposite will know,
the Community Wellness Court pilot project was iempented
in June of 2007 in response to the call for a meatf a thera-
peutic court in theYukon Substance Abuse Action Plan. In
March of 2009, the pilot project was extended fahr@e-year
period in order to allow for an evaluation of th@jpct and to
further develop the court itself. In February 20i®% funding
was approved until the end of the 2014-15 fiscalr yte allow
further assessment of the Community Wellness Ciouthe
achievement of its objectives.

As of February 2013, of the 161 offenders who were
ferred to the Community Wellness Court, 92 offesdeave
been accepted into the program and 59 offenders peadu-
ated from the program, receiving either full ortfgrcredit for
their participation. There are currently approxietat33 active
clients within that program.

Also, an in-depth wellness plan is tailored to tieeds of
the individual client following several assessmeiitise well-
ness journey can take up to 18 months before sentgand
may include the following: individual or group tlaeutic
counselling and treatment; assistance with employmeus-
ing or other basic needs; medical assistance imguasychiat-
ric services; assistance from agencies such asetat Alcohol
Syndrome Society of Yukon and Many Rivers Counsgland
Support Services; intensive supervision and sugpod proba-
tion officer working closely with the client on thewvellness
journey; and work on building family and communrétypports.

The Community Wellness Court participants are giggn
ority placement for risk assessment and offendegnamming.
| can also report that in my discussions with theefal minis-
ter, they are keeping a very close eye on our ComitjmWell-
ness Court. | know that my northern counterpartbdth the
N.W.T. and Nunavut were particularly interested actually
came over to visit and learn more about the coodttae pro-
gramming we're offering at the Whitehorse CorrecéibCen-
tre, among other things. That was during the padjatonfer-
ence.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will resume
general debate on Vote 8.

Ms. Moorcroft: | believe the minister was just com-

pleting his answer related to the programming staffociated
with the Community Wellness Court, specifically afdictions
counsellor and what work they did, but also whéteotposi-
tions had been filled and what other services ae@gelable for
the clients of the program.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: We currently do some in-house pro-
gramming with regard to alcohol and drug servidde. have
one certified staff member, we have one staff memibaring
certification, and the programming the member spealkis
overseen by a psychologist who is contracted byDbpart-
ment of Justice. | thank the member opposite foiguestion.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd also like to ask the minister to
provide some information regarding the Domestic |&fice
Treatment Option Court. What do the numbers lok&7iHas
it increased or decreased since last year?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Domestic Violence Treatment
Option Court, or DVTO, is a therapeutic court tlsafpports
offenders and victims to make the necessary chaimgéseir
lives so that they lower their risk to reoffend.eTBepartment
of Justice has operated the DVTO Court since Mafch001
here in Whitehorse and in Watson Lake, in resptm&agoing
high levels of domestic violence in those commaesiti

From January to December of 2011, the court had 252
open files. From January to December of 2012, ¢bigt had
135 open files, and since January 2013 to date,dhirt has
had 64 open files. Reports by the Canadian Cebntrddstice
Statistics show a steady decline in police-reposjgalisal vio-
lence from 1998 to 2006 here in Yukon.

The Department of Justice works with offenders he t
Domestic Violence Treatment Option Court, both wdlially
and in group counselling. The programs offerecdtlaeerespect-
ful relationship program for men, and the emotioma&nage-
ment program for women. Offender Supervision and/iSes
provides various programs that target criminogéxibcaviours.

In March 2009, Management Board approved funding td’hese programs are offered to offender supervisiot ser-

extend the pilot project for the Community Welln€&surt for
three years. In February 2012, Management Boardosapg
$458,614 in O&M until the end of the 2014-15 fisgalar to
allow for further assessment of the Community Wesk Court
and the achievement of its objectives.

The Canadian Research Institute for Law and theilgam
which is a non-profit, independent research inito Calgary,
completed an evaluation of the Community WellnessirCin
2011 that assessed its outcomes and effectivelbesCana-
dian Research Institute for Law and the Family repoovided
positive comments to support a further three ye#rslot pro-
ject funding from our government.

vices clients, including those within the therapeaburts.

In 2011-12, Offender Supervision and Services pledi
treatment to 232 participants. In 2012-13 to dafisnder ser-
vices have provided therapeutic services to 1l44igyzants.
The Yukon Department of Justice does not repomerstatis-
tics; rather, the department provides raw datéhégoGanadian
Centre for Justice Statistics. There is no uniGuieninal Code
offence for domestic violence. Rates of domestitevice have
to be inferred from coded assault and victimizatiatia, such
as common assault and assault causing bodily harm.

The Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics or G@li8cts
and reports annual police-reported crime statisticsoopera-

Chair: A break has been requested by the membersion with the policing community across Canada. Wlé&actors

Are you agreed?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.

could influence official crime stats including thellowing:
reporting by the public to the police; reporting fglice to the

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics; impactaef initia-

minutes.
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tives such as changes in legislation, policies mforeement
practices; and social, economic and demographicgdsa

The CCJS reports both the number of actual crimimat
dents in each jurisdiction and crime rates that caleulated
based on population bases of 100,000.

In Yukon, small changes in the number of incidemii
result in large changes in the crime rate becéwsedre calcu-
lated per 100,000 population to enable cross-jigtishal
comparisons. The latest report on police-reponilents of
spousal violence in Yukon dates from 2006. Dataesithen is
unreliable to report.

Ms. Moorcroft:
discuss is the provision of police services, thgdR&€anadian
Mounted Police, and the repofharing Common Ground,
which was the final report of the co-chairs aftee teview of
Yukon’s police force in 2010.

Yukon equality-seeking,
women'’s groups have shown great leadership in gféorts to
establish good, productive relationships with theM® and
the community as a whole, as well as specificallyissues
affecting women and crime.

| have heard positive reports about the Liard Adiogl
Women’s Society’s “Together for Justice” and thetpcol
they recently signed off with the RCMP, which watebrated
on International Women’s Day, on March 8, 2013. géther
for Justice” is a protocol for building communitgfety that
confirms the new relationship that has been budtwieen
LAWS and the local RCMP. The protocol follows aisgrof
workshops that took place from February 2011 todf&2013.
This project was initiated by LAWS and was heldath Wat-
son Lake and Whitehorse.

There has been a lot of involvement of other Yukon

women’s groups — the Yukon women’s coalition thasw
formed when the review of Yukon’s police force westab-
lished. RCMP employees joined with Kaska women ra&male-
sentatives from government and community orgaramati and
they held a series of workshops, where they focumedhe
justice system, on policing, culture, historicalazgalism and
residential schools to explore and understand hosiety re-
sponds to women who experience violence.

| want to read into the record a quote from Serg€&am

Lockwood of the Watson Lake RCMP detachment, whe sa

— quote: “The workshops provided a new lens thatRICMP
has used to examine its practices. We saw the toeeldange
the way we respond to women who experience violete
asked for advice from women and we made changes.”

The Chief Superintendent of M Division, Commanding

Officer Peter Clark also said — quote: “The shacedmit-

ment centres around improving how police and comnityun

respond to women who have experienced violence.trEe-
ing places us on common ground regarding Firstddaticul-
ture and how people are responding to residenttad@s and
challenges with the justice system. It teachesousetognize
women’s courage, support their decisions and ensurere-
sponses do not attach blame.”

One of the leaders on this project was Ann Majed®ai
who is the director at the Liard Aboriginal Womegaciety.

The next area that | would like to

They have made sure that elders and residentialokch
survivors, educators, First Nation governments, Ydatson
Lake police advisory board, shelters, youth, adepagoups,
police officers and many Kaska women and men doutied to
getting to the point where the protocol was sigrigat that's
only the beginning of the work that is needed. AsgBant
Lockwood said, “We now have to make it real byriyiup to
our commitments.”

I want to acknowledge Kaska elder May Brodhagen, be
cause I've had numerous conversations with heherstibject
of safety in the communities and, in particularfesa for
women. What Ms. Brodhagen said in relation to figaiag of
the protocol is — quote: “These meetings have dirdaad
positive results. We know more about each othed, \aomen
are once again enjoying the benefit that comes fh@awing
personal relationships with RCMP members in our rooimity.

non-government organizatiorWe hope that the path we have travelled will add@tothers to

the success we have found.” So in Watson Lake thesebeen
significant action on improving relationships betneFirst
Nations, the women’s community and the RCMP.

One of the facilitators of those workshops, Dr. aAll
Wade, said that even before the historical protes signed,
the collaborators were seeing positive differenicethe com-
munity and that a very different relationship hasleed.

I would like to express my appreciation to the RCM®
the Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society and to alltbé partici-
pants in the many challenging workshops that wetd bver a
number of years. They have all shown tremendougelship
and | would like to congratulate all parties onithlemarkable
achievement. | think it's a best practice that $tidoe sup-
ported in every Yukon community.

Initially, Yukon women'’s groups had hoped to sesiri-
lar protocol adopted for Whitehorse. | am not suhere that is
at now. | hope that work will continue to develagh a proto-
col for Whitehorse and | would indeed like to seaded as a
model throughout the territory. Women’s groups dd have
the financial resources of government and theyaddien ex-
pected to participate without remuneration, whishpatently
unfair. The Department of Justice has, to its ¢rgutiovided
limited funding to acknowledge the essential pgrtition of
women’s groups to fund that participation in thepiementa-
tion of recommendations from thgharing Common Ground
report.

We know that the work of implementir@aring Common

Ground recommendations is far from complete. There were

over 30 recommendations. The work has just begun.

I'd like to ask the minister what funding his depaent
has identified to continue to support the partitigra of the
Liard Aboriginal Women'’s Society, Kaushee's Plaites Vic-
toria Faulkner Women’s Centre and numerous otheko¥u
women’s groups in the implementation of recommendat
from the Sharing Common Ground report that was written at
the conclusion of the review of Yukon’s police ferim 2010?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for her
question. | believe Yukoners are very fortunate tlha have
such a positive relationship with the RCMP in tleeritory,
under the leadership of Chief Superintendent P€fark. |
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particularly enjoy the time that | spend with Petde’s a man
who wants to see Yukon moving forward.

I'll talk a little bit aboutSharing Common Ground. I'll talk
a little bit about our relationship with the RCMIRthink, first
off, it's important to put on record that Yukon’sljging priori-
ties this year were indeed informed by recommendatirom
the newly created Police Council. The council wasated out
of a recommendation flowing from the review of Yuk® po-
lice force. The council’'s recommendations are ideghto re-
flect the unique needs and values of the Yukon conity. A
broad range of citizens, First Nation organizati@msl gov-
ernments, and community organizations were involvethe
Police Council’'s community engagement process. €atisid-
eration was given to the council’'s recommendationsetting
the priorities for Yukon.

As well, the department officials consulted witle RCMP
M Division on trends and the policing environmentiastrate-
gic areas of public safety where the territorialiqge service
can best focus its efforts. Yukon’s policing pri@s$ for 2013-
14 have been communicated to the commanding oftiténe
RCMP M Division and the RCMP included these in tthetan-
ning for the coming fiscal year.

The five priority area of focus for policing in théukon
are: (1) to focus on preventing and decreasingitténization
of children and youth; (2) to continue to improhe tresponse
to sexualized assault and family violence, inclgdabuse in
intimate partner relationships and child abusetd3york with
the public and service providers to identify andir@ds com-
munity safety issues; (4) to build and foster cargive and
respectful relationship with First Nation leadephtommuni-
ties and citizens; and (5) to improve the policgponse to vul-
nerable populations with the particular focus odividuals
with mental health issues and addictions.

The RCMP is actively engaged on a number of differe
initiatives stemming from th&haring Common Ground report
of the police review, and this ongoing work fallithin some
of the priority areas.

Examples of such initiatives include the speciaize-
sponse unit, which is a four-member team, fundesl fibcal
year to more effectively respond to sexualized @ssand do-
mestic violence. Another example is the RCMP’s wiorkol-
laboration with the Department of Justice, the Nem Insti-
tute of Social Justice, Council of Yukon First N&us and other
stakeholders on establishing a unique trainingdevdlopment
framework for all new members joining M Divisionuh a
framework would inform the RCMP’s strategic traigiplan
and may include modified or enhanced training gmarsuch as
First Nation cultural awareness and history angbamses to
vulnerable populations.

In April 2010, Yukon launched a review of the Yuk®n
police force. High profile incidents had caused plblic con-
fidence in the RCMP to erode and the force’s roléhe public
service was called into question. The purpose eféview was
to engage the public, service providers and RCMBiatogue
with the goal of rebuilding trust, acknowledgingleaddressing
concerns and arriving at recommendations for adti@mrder to
improve the quality of policing services for altizens in our

territory. The review was co-chaired by the Departirof Jus-
tice, RCMP M Division and the Council of Yukon Rifsa-
tions. The co-chairs received guidance from ansmtyicom-
mittee that represented women’s groups, Yukon nipatities,
Government of Yukon and RCMP M Division. There wasy
strong public interest in the review and Yukonzgtis engaged
in a vigorous dialogue with the co-chairs. In famter 60 pub-
lic and targeted meetings were held, 15 writtenngabions
were received, and several service agencies weagaged to
assist clients to participate.

Submissions were brought forward by First Naticader-
ship and citizens, by women’s organizations, by gleaeral
public and others. These submissions, both writsh oral, in
large groups and in one-on-one conversations hneddl iYukon
communities from Whitehorse to Brooks Brook, resailin
many valuable contributions from Yukon citizens.

Yukoners and RCMP members spoke about the unique

role the RCMP have in the community and they higjitiéd the
importance of developing relationships betweenpbiece and
the community.

Citizens said that they want the RCMP to understied
culture and values of the community and to have kith@wl-
edge, the skills, and the attributes required tbceoin the
north, to work with vulnerable people and to regptmdomes-
tic violence and sexualized assault. Citizens #aétl commu-
nication needed improvement, that they were comckabout
police accountability and the disciplinary processd that im-
provements could be made to help the public toebethder-
stand the complaints process.

Following eight months of dialogue with citizenkgtco-
chairs submitted the final report of their review Yukon's
police force, entitledSharing Common Ground, to the then
Minister of Justice on December 31, 208daring Common
Ground outlines the foundation for establishing a newtreta
ship between Yukon citizens and the RCMP, andettas a
blueprint for a quality of service that will berteill Yukon
citizens.

The report contains 33 recommendations that respond
concerns raised during that review. Priorities ifaplementa-
tion were established in conjunction with the CauatYukon
First Nations leadership in February of 2011 angl@ementa-
tion of these and other recommendations beganlghbereaf-
ter.

The RCMP M Division, the Council of Yukon First Na-
tions justice and the Government of Yukon Departnoérdus-
tice have been working closely together to implentbae rec-
ommendations, and each organization has desigrstadidto
work part or full time on that implementation. Thesgencies
have been working together to ensure that progsessmmu-
nicated with stakeholders and interested orgamizsti

The Department of Justice has provided fundinghi® t
Council of Yukon First Nations to work together kwithe De-
partment of Justice and M Division on the impleraéioh of
Sharing Common Ground. This funding agreement supports
Council of Yukon First Nations’ interest in workingith
member First Nations to gather their advice, exgednd input
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to facilitate their involvement irBharing Common Ground
implementation.

One of the important roles for Council of YukongtiNa-
tions Justice is to share information with FirstiNias onShar-
ing Common Ground progress, implementation and initiatives.
The Council of Yukon First Nations Justice mandups been a
part of the implementation working group and comis to
work on a number of specific recommendations arahatver-
sight level.

A number of additional partners are actively engage
implementation with a wide range of specific agea@nd ser-
vice providers involved in working groups and otieethods
of implementation related to each individual recoemcfation.
These partners include M Division, the Council afkén First
Nations Justice and Health, the Northern InstitoteSocial
Justice and the Government of Yukon departmentiusfice,
Health and Social Services and the Women’s Dirat¢gras
well as Kwanlin Dun First Nation Justice, KaushePlace,
Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society, Public Prosecuti®ervice
of Canada and representatives from a coalition ofmen’s
organizations.

The Department of Justice has provided fundingifpert
a coalition of women’s organizations. Women'’s oigations
were strongly involved in the review of Yukon’s e force,
and the Women'’s Coalition was developed as a mésinafior
women'’s organizations to be able to work togetberespond
to the recommendations &fiaring Common Ground.

The purpose of the coalition is to ensure the oowetil rep-
resentation of the concerns and priorities of Yukamen and
women'’s organizations, including First Nation women

Coalition member organizations include Yukon Wonsen’
Transition Home Society, Victoria Faulkner Wome@entre,
Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s Circle, Yukon Aborigil
Women’s Council, Liard Aboriginal Women’s Societles
EssentiElles, and the Yukon Status of Women Courdl a
result of this collaboration and commitment to iempkentation,
I'm very pleased to be able to report progress owraber of
the recommendations.

For example, the Yukon Police Council — and we’ge-s
ken about that before — was established in 203#duide the
chance for citizens to participate in a role iredting the police
service they receive. A key piece of the counciltsrkplan for
this year and on an ongoing basis was to developegses for
engaging with and incorporating the community voio&
recommendations they make. In the fall of 2012, Y&on's
Police Council sought public input into the reconma&tions
on policing priorities via targeted letters, newspaads and
website information.

We have an excellent group of people on this cduwith
a variety of backgrounds and experiences to binihis proc-
ess. | am very pleased to have launched the coandilto see
their work progressing.

Another recommendation was the arrest processitig un
This was formerly known as the “secure assessmemtre’.
This unit is currently operated at the new WhitsleoCorrec-
tional Centre. This is a facility for the shortstedetention of
persons taken into RCMP custody and is a jointaitive, cost-
shared between the Government of Yukon and the ROME
arrest processing unit ensures a high standardrefand pro-
tection for persons taken into RCMP custody.

Another recommendation froigharing Common Ground
that we have worked on is the Alberta Serious lewwicRe-
sponse Team, which, in future, I'll relate to asSIRT”. We
have an agreement with a civilian investigativeragyeto con-
duct independent investigations of serious incigléenvolving
RCMP members in Yukon. The services resulting frig
agreement have already been accessed.

Another recommendation was improving the respopse t
domestic violence and sexualized assault. A meltter com-
mittee made up of representatives from women’sroegdions,
Yukon government, RCMP, Council of Yukon First Nai$
and the federal public prosecutions office has bestablished
and continues to work together. Their role is toedep a com-
prehensive framework for coordinating Yukon’'s resp® to
domestic violence and sexualized assault. The ctie®nis
working together to clarify RCMP policies related tual
charging and current RCMP policies and practicegmnading
the use of primary aggressor assessments in casksnestic
violence.

The committee has also supported the RCMP to update
Division policy and procedure manuals. Open linesaonmu-
nication, coordinated service provision and spéemdl re-
sponse teams are some of the key success factotisenjuris-
dictions that are dealing with this issue.

The government has supported the establishmenhefva
RCMP unit — a specialized response unit within MiBion to
investigate domestic violence and sexualized assHu¢ SRU
has been established with a mandate to provideagog] assis-
tance and oversight to detachment members whoaar@uct-
ing domestic violence and sexual assault investigetand to
act as lead investigators into domestic violena# sexual as-
sault investigations where specialized servicesregaired. In
addition, the SRU will identify training and divisial needs
related to domestic violence and sexual assault.

Another recommendation frorgharing Common Ground
was the creation of a law enforcement career @iemt pro-

The council also hosted a session where First Natiogram at the Northern Institute of Social Justice.

stakeholders and service providers were invitggréide their
insights and recommendations on policing prioritiese coun-
cil analyzed that information and recently providéeir rec-
ommendations, which | carefully considered in dep#ig the
Minister of Justice’s policing priorities for Yukomerritory.

Over the coming year, the council will continuestoigage First
Nation service providers and citizens in dialogoepolicing.

The NISJ worked in partnership with the Council of
Yukon First Nations, the Department of Justice tredlRCMP
to develop a program to prepare First Nation aitizend
women for a career in law enforcement or the jestigstem.

I know my time is running out, so I'll be brief maming a
couple of the other recommendations fr&@varing Common
Ground. Of course, just last year, we held the Symposium on
Policing in Northern and Remote Canada confererere im
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Whitehorse. | believe that this was a successfoference and
many of the members commented that they wish totlsate
occur again, perhaps in another jurisdiction. Thees com-
munity participation in the selection of a new dbtaent
commander — another goal for the RCMP that washeséc

I'm pleased with the progress made in implementivese
important recommendations. | thank you for this apymity to
speak about the great progress made in responditigetre-
view of the Yukon’s police force.

Ms. Moorcroft: A lot of good work has been done
and even more great work remains to be done.

Victimization surveys tell us that only about 10qant of
sexual assaults are reported. Women do not eagdly/the jus-
tice system for a number of reasons. Many womere hrav
ported distrust and even fear of police. Convictrates for
sexual assaults are low as are rates for layingaage. Many
women believe they will be revictimized during ttaurt proc-
ess if they do make a complaint to the police drtharges are
laid because we consistently hear of cases whaveraan's
credibility is under severe attack during a sexasslault trial.

I've spoken at length about the extremely highsatievio-
lence against women in Yukon, and this is fundaalbnta
violation of women’s human rights. It's an area wheve need
to support a woman'’s right to safety. We need tprove our
social responses to women reporting violence inptblece re-
sponse and in ensuring there are good social saédtyorks
that support safety, housing, education, healtle,cehnildcare
and so forth.

The minister spoke about the sexual assault coatidip
committee and the new sexual assault response &taime
RCMP. This is a welcome addition to Yukon policeviees.
I'm glad to see this being implemented.

Having a dedicated RCMP sexual assault respongeitea
great, and their expertise needs to be passed aoREMP
members serving in every Yukon community. We kndw t
rates of violence against women are three timelsehigere in
the north than they are in southern Canada, artdvtbkence
against aboriginal women is seven times higher floamon-
aboriginal women. There is a real need to see thd kf
changes we see in the RCMP’s leadership commitmients
change, their commitments to better relationshipgh w
women’s equality-seeking groups, and in protocslsch as
Together for Justice, to filter down to all membefs the
RCMP in all communities. We want to hear women reépg
they are treated well by the police when they repmience.
Learning about appropriate use of language andonssge
interviewing techniques is an essential tool fa golice, ena-
bling them to effectively support women who are artipg
violence. Together for Justice is a model that ddaé used to
good effect in Yukon communities.

Other than in Watson Lake, | don’t know whetherr¢he
has been any training offered to RCMP division meraton
violence against women. I'd like to ask the minigterespond
on this. Has any training been offered for all M/iBion mem-
bers on more appropriate responses to sexual &aa we
know how many sexual assaults were reported tcedat the
last year?

Has there been an increase or a decrease in reporti
crimes of violence against women? Do we know howyna
sexual assaults that were reported to police weterghined to
be unfounded?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for that
question. During the review of Yukon’s police fores | men-
tioned, service providers and clients called fanare consis-
tent, effective, coordinated and informed respdonsdomestic
violence and sexualized assault by police and cdigencies.
As a part ofSharing Common Ground implementation, an in-
ter-agency working group of members from CouncilYokon
First Nations, from women’s organizations, from tBevern-
ment of Yukon, health providers, RCMP and the mupliose-
cutions office has indeed been established. Thisedtic vio-
lence and sexualized assault framework committeet e
share information and coordination of services.

The committee is developing an overarching framévtor
describe Yukon’s responses and show linkages betwee
vices. In addition, the committee is exploring antner of spe-
cific service delivery areas, including clarifyipgotocols and
practices relating to police charging practicesluding dual
charging, and the use of primary aggressor assessmgs
also supporting research being conducted by theolY ukdvi-
sory Council on Women'’s Issues to better understhadcon-
cept and service gaps related to legal advocacydonen.

The Government of Yukon has provided funding to the
RCMP to establish a four-person specialized respanst
within M Division, as | spoke to earlier. That wowkll con-
tinue within the department.

The SRU also identifies training and divisional deee-
lated to domestic violence and sexual assault. urtieworks
with key stakeholders for enhanced inter-agenciabolation
and consistency in response across the territory.

We know the RCMP have made changes to their domesti
violence policy with the support and with the infitdm their
community partners and have recently piloted a traming
for front-line officers. This training included inpand presen-
tation from a range of Yukon service providers. & about
dual charging and that refers to both partnerscbeirarged in
cases of domestic violence. When | speak aboutguyinag-
gressor policy, it directs law enforcement ageneied prose-
cutors to investigate and determine the most sagif, rather
than the first aggressor, in cases where it's atlethat both
partners committed an assault. The issue of duaigaing and
of women who are victims of violence being arrestadd
charged with assault was raised a number of tinuemgl the
review of Yukon’s police force.

In response, as one aspect of $haring Common Ground
implementation, the inter-agency working group oémfers
from First Nations, women’s organizations, governirteealth
providers, RCMP and the public prosecution officasvestab-
lished. That working group is supporting the RCMPupdate
M Division policy and procedure manuals. Also, &cmmit-
tee is working to clarify RCMP policies relating doial charg-
ing and RCMP policies and practices regarding the af pri-
mary aggressor assessments in cases of domedéncgo
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The subcommittee is also monitoring the use ofethpesi-
cies in ensuring that open communication linestexiween
the RCMP and the service providers. The commitesipport-
ing the RCMP to update M Division policy and progesl
manuals. As | can well imagine, this is a compksue and is
being discussed across this country and is noiquarissue to
Yukon. Open lines of communication, coordinated/iser pro-
vision and specialized response teams are soniee dfety suc-
cess factors in other jurisdictions in dealing wirs particular
issue.

Justice officials and the RCMP M Division are wargi
closely with other service providers to develop rdomated
services and ongoing communication in the territory

With respect to a legal advocate for women, dutireggre-
view of Yukon's police force, service providers, Ram
women’s organizations and members of the publiteddor,
as | mentioned, a more consistent, effective, doatdd and
informed response to domestic violence and sexadlassault
by police and other agencies. One of the items ifgaty
raised by women’s organizations was to considebéishing a
legal advocate for women. TiHgharing Common Ground re-
port recommended further consideration of a leghloaate
position to support women and/or a Court Watch @oyg The
Women'’s Directorate and the Department of Justicaking
together, provided funding to the Yukon Advisoryudoil on
Women'’s Issues to define and research the scopeptiwhs
for a women’s legal advocate. The first phase o thsearch
was completed in 2012. Now, a second stage of reséacus-
ing on the needs and available services in rurdoyiualong
with responses in similar communities across théhnavill be
completed early this year.

The Women’s Directorate and Department of Justice p
vided funding to the Yukon Advisory Council on Won'e
Issues to define and research the scope and optioriegal
advocacy for women. This research includes lookihgdvo-
cacy on a system level, which is one overarchingpqse of
Court Watch programs. Within the Department of idestVic-
tim Services workers support their clients in cappearances
and help them understand their rights in the crahjastice
process. In addition, th¥ictims of Crime Act, proclaimed in
the spring of 2011, reinforces the rights of vidimf crime,
including their right to information throughout thestice proc-
ess. Victim Services work closely with the Crowndathe
RCMP to ensure that a victim’s voice is heard dmat their
views are considered as an integral part of thmioal justice
system.

The newly implemented justice enterprise informatio
network that | spoke about yesterday in my opemargarks,
otherwise known as the JEIN system, will allow epart-
ment of Justice to better track the experience iofims of
crime.

The Department of Justice is also a research partrtbe
Canadian Observatory on the Justice System’s Resptm
Intimate Partner Violence. Data is being collectedthe ex-
periences of victims whose partners are involvett wie Do-
mestic Violence Treatment Option Court. Data wid Bna-
lyzed and an observatory report will reflect thésdings.

Our government recognizes that violence againstevois
a significant issue that continues to be a bateewomen’s
equality here in the territory, and truly aroune tvorld. We
know that rates of violence, especially against rightal
women, are higher in the north than in the resCafada and
that many incidents of violence, especially sexgliviolence,
are never reported.

We also know that working together as a governmettt
community partners and Yukon men and women, weatah
are making a difference to support women who hayeee-
enced violence and to work toward ending the vicdethat
affects all of us. For these reasons, this govemrigetaking
action in the areas of prevention, crisis resp@rgklong-term
support for women who are victims of violence.

I'll talk for a moment about “Am | the Solution?bsial
marketing campaign that Justice partners on wigh\ifomen’s
Directorate. It's designed to address attitudes lagldaviours
that contribute to the high rates of violence agiaimomen in
the Yukon. The Women’s Directorate invested $100,pér
year over three years from 2010 to 2013 undeiMilcems of
Crime Srategy. The goal is to prevent violent behaviours
against women and girls in the territory. The gisaklso to
promote healthy, equitable and respectful relatigpss The
goal is to promote parenting skills that teach mmbent be-
haviour and anger management. It's also a goahtowage
men’s engagement in ending violence against womdrgails.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'd like to ask members to join me
in welcoming a friendly constituent. Mr. Jeff Fratkis an ele-
mentary school teacher with Jack Hulland and digoformer
MVP of the ballpark fastball tournament and a taopeh
pitcher and catcher in Whitehorse.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Getting back to the “Am | the Solu-
tion?” campaign, this campaign has been very ssfdeand it
will continue into this next year. On a weekly lsaghe cam-
paign reaches between 600 and 12,000 individuaissac
Yukon and across the world through updated Facelposks.
On a regular day, we have between 100 and 300ichdils
visiting the “Am | the Solution?” Facebook page.eTfamily
violence and violence against aboriginal women @n&on
initiatives funding supports projects designed dedeloped by
and for aboriginal women in their communities. Mad&hair,
$200,000 is allocated annually for this fund in #843-14 fis-
cal year.

The Women'’s Directorate will provide funding to six-
ganizations to carry out activities that contribtgesliminating
violence against aboriginal women. Since 2004, Wamen'’s
Directorate has contributed approximately $1.5 iomilltoward
this fund, which has sponsored 60 projects — atidnk it's
important for me to take time to thank the ministsponsible
for the Women'’s Directorate for her work on thig fi

The Government of Yukon has provided the fundinthto
RCMP to establish a four-person specialized respong, and
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I've already spoken about that, so | won’t go ogreat deal
about the SRU — or maybe | will. By establishingthnit, M
Division can be more effective in responding to @stit vio-
lence and sexualized assault and improve coordimatiith
other agencies. It's important to note that the @tpent of
Justice has 10.5 permanent FTEs in the Victim $esvunit to
serve all Yukon communities and receives $211,0@tually
for programming costs.

From 2011 to 2013, the department secured over,3800
from the national Policy Centre for Victim Issuesaugment
the Yukon government's support for théctims of Crime
Strategy. Successes include the creation of the victimziofe
emergency fund, which has provided more than $2Z5.60
emergency funding to 62 victims of crime. It alsaluded en-
hanced support to the sexualized assault respamseittee
included training in trauma, informed care and séxassault
nurse examiner training. It included partnershipthwihe
RCMP victim assistance volunteers, Kaushee’s Pland
Vanier Social Justice Club in the creation of ersany totes
for victims of sexual violence.

Victim Services has submitted a proposal to renbe t

funding agreement with the Policy Centre for Victissues to
fund the same areas from April 2013 to March 31,620

The Domestic Violence Treatment Option Court ifierapeu-
tic court that supports offenders and victims tdkenthe neces-
sary changes in their lives so that they lowerrthisk to reof-
fend. The Department of Justice has operated thmedtic
Violence Treatment Option Court since March 200tehi@
Whitehorse, as well as in Watson Lake as menti@aelier, in
response to ongoing high levels of domestic viateimcthose
communities.

The Yukon government, via the Women'’s Directorates
committed a total of $4.5 million to the constroctiof a sec-
ond-stage housing facility here in Whitehorse. BstHaven
will provide 10 units of supportive, secure ancatfble tran-
sitional housing for 12 to 18 months to women ameirtchil-
dren who are fleeing abuse. Victims of violenceeiee priority
placement on the waitlist for Yukon Housing Corpimna
units. As a part oBharing Common Ground implementation,
an inter-agency working group of members from Cduot
Yukon First Nations, women’s organizations, Goveeninof
Yukon, health providers, RCMP and the public prosieas
office has been established.

Ms. Moorcroft:
tion about whether there is funding for represéveat of the
women’s groups coalition to participate in implerieg rec-
ommendations found in th&aring Common Ground report.
There were, as the minister listed, a number of awegroups
who formed a coalition — and Elizabeth Fry Soci¥tykon
was also a member of that coalition — back in 2040men’s
groups certainly played a leadership role in idgimtg the na-
ture of problems, particularly around sexual agsaahd how
they are dealt with by the police, by the justigstem and in
communities, and identifying solutions.

In recognition of that leadership role of Yukon wem's
groups, does the Department of Justice have manidke
2013-14 budget to support their continued participain im-

| would like to go back to my ques-

plementing the recommendationsSbéring Common Ground?
The minister has spoken about funding for the RCMRding
for the First Nations, and about the Women’s Deatte fund-
ing for the Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issu&s
well as aboriginal women’s programs dealing withlence. |
would like a specific answer on whether there amies in
2013-14 for Yukon women’s groups to continue partting
with the RCMP and with the Department of Justicemgoing
implementations of th&haring Common Ground recommen-
dations.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for her
question. In the 2013-14 budget, there is no allondor that
funding that the member opposite speaks of, butfthmling is
being taken under consideration. I'm fairly confitiehat we
may have a submission in the supplementary budgethfs
fall.

Ms. Moorcroft:
I've had some involvement. Just to provide fullctisure, |
was quite active in the formation of a coalition dtikon
women’s groups. | had served on the board of sofrtbem
and had done volunteer work for others. | did pitite as a
member of the advisory committee to the review okah's
police force in 2010 as a representative of thelittma of
Yukon’s women'’s groups.

As I've spoken to in this House, the problem oflemxe
against women is one that we do not take sericersbygh and
to which we need to have better responses.

| want to make a strong case to urge the Ministdustice
to find funds to continue to support Yukon womegisups. |
think that it would detract from the credibility ¢fie ongoing
work if women’s groups were not funded for theirtizdpa-
tion. We all know that there is a lot more workttheeds to be
done.

There were a number of questions that | had altocopu
the record in relation to changes that have beetenaad in-
creases in funding to the RCMP. There was fundimgtlie
sexual assault response team and | had asked ftlistenito
address whether there has been training offeredlffdd Divi-
sion members in all communities on more appropriae
sponses to sexual assault. That is something getsnto take
place. That's one of the reasons why women’s graopsinue
to need funding to be involved in the implementataf the
recommendations igharing Common Ground that deal with
some very serious problems that we face as a gociet

The minister also spoke about the law enforcemareger
orientation program at the Northern Institute o€i@bJustice. |
understand that there has been one offering ofpttearam. I'd
like to know how many people attended and compl#tedirst
offering of the law enforcement career orientagwagram. I'd
like to know whether any First Nation people applie the
RCMP and were accepted into Depot training whey ten-
pleted that program. I'd like to know whether thevere any
women who completed that program and if any of tlagplied
to the RCMP and then were accepted into DepotitrgirFi-
nally, | would like to know whether there is anention to of-
fer the program again.

| know that the minister is aware that
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Hon. Mr. Nixon:
that — speaking on the member opposite’s behalfer-ojpin-
ion was that she didn't believe that she is takirgshe said,
“we.” | quote: “We don't take violence against wameeri-
ously enough.” I'm going to have to disagree wite thember
opposite on that comment because this governmkas tao-
lence against women very, very seriously.

In fact, | think I've reflected on the seriousne$sow we
see this in my policing priorities when | wrotette RCMP —
and their priorities. I'll read it again: “To focum preventing
and decreasing the victimization of children andtioto con-
tinue to improve the response to sexualized assadltfamily
violence; to work with the public and service puetis to iden-
tify and to address community safety issues.” Traregust the
first three. | think to have violence preventiontas of the five
priorities and the work that the department hasedadts an
understatement to say that we don’t take this askyoenough.

The government is committed to addressing the neéds

victims of crime. In August 2009, we released ¥igtims of

The member opposite just indicated munities have a Victim Services worker assignedvook di-

rectly with victims of crime and community supports
Services to rural communities continue to be arftyioin-
cluding staff travelling to communities during cband be-
tween court appearances. Since November 2011 m&c8er-
vices workers have made 67 trips to Yukon rural mamities.
The Victim Services unit is a voluntary servicettpao-
vides support and information to victims of allreg, whether
or not a charge has been laid. This victim suppactudes
things like information about the criminal justisgstem, the
role of the victim in the criminal justice systemdaopportuni-
ties to participate in criminal justice processeswell as assis-
tance in the court process by supporting applioatior peace
bonds under th€riminal Code and the emergency intervention
orders under thEamily Violence Prevention Act. Also there is
information about court proceedings, preparingiwistto tes-
tify as witnesses, working with federal Crown wisecoordi-
nators and supporting victims in preparing victimpact
statements. There is information to victims abqttans avail-

Crime Strategy. Since that time, we have been actively imple-able, the status of the investigation, the nexticappearance,

menting a workplan that fulfills its goals. Tectims of Crime
Srategy complements components of the work @faring
Common Ground.

As you know, theVictims of Crime Strategy was devel-
oped by the Department of Justice and the Womeiracr-
ate, in collaboration with First Nations and comiiyragen-
cies, in order to enhance our responses to thesrafedctims,
families and communities.

This strategy has been designed to acknowledgaalare
and continually strengthen Government of Yukon'sstixg
services and to explore new and emerging initiativein par-
ticular, working with others to support victims ofime. The

the final outcome of the proceedings and the matiion of a
reduction of level of supervision of the accused.

There is emotional support regarding the impacwiof
timization and referrals to other agencies as ddeappropri-
ate; practical support such as the victims of crengergency
fund, emergency cellphone initiative, letters ofport for
housing referrals to other agencies; coordinatiwh support to
the inter-agency sexual assault response committese pri-
mary objective is to promote consistency and caotithn be-
tween the member agencies in order to enhancensspdor
victims of sexual assault; information and supgortvictims
whose partners are involved with the Domestic \fioke

Victims of Crime Srategy has been guided by an implementa-Treatment Option Court in Whitehorse and Watson eLak

tion advisory committee. This committee has repredives
from community groups, First Nations and women’sugs,
Health and Social Services and other justice omgdioins and

the RCMP. The committee has remained informed abweit

strategy workplan through in-person updates. Thangittee
has met seven times since August 2009, most rgcentlOc-
tober 25, 2012. The Department of Justice and tlhoen@h's
Directorate will continue to work collaborativelyitv the im-
plementation advisory committee to implement therkptan

for the Victims of Crime Strategy. The strategy has provided a

foundation from which to seek funding from otheusxes for

specific initiatives. The Policy Centre for Victissues has

contributed up to an additional $500,000 for 2082t@ en-
hance the YukoWictims of Crime Strategy.

In 2012-13, Victim Services contracted the develeptof
a logic model and evaluation framework for theetims of

and/or the Community Wellness Court in Whitehonssgre-
sentation on the youth justice panel; 24-hour acted/ictim-
LINK; and finally, support for inter-agency and comnity
requests for programming and training.

Accessibility to Victim Services is extremely impemt.
Over the past year, we have released new Victini&er bro-
chures to inform the public about the rights oftivic and the
unit services. Victim Services also has contratheddevelop-
ment of a communications strategy.

A victims of crime emergency fund has been implereen
to address some of the emergency aspects of batimized
that cannot be covered by any other source. Onganent of
the victims of crime emergency fund is the emergecell-
phone program. Emergency cellphones are providedidoess
safety concerns as a result of victimization. SiApeil 2011,
approximately 50 phones have been provided. | wargar-

Crime Strategy with financial support of PCVI. The strategy ticularly thank Latitude Wireless and Steve McAviny this

has five areas of focus, and I'd like to now updaia on what

partnership and for their very generous suppothisfprogram.

we have achieved in these areas. We have committed It's an excellent example of government/communiifabora-

strengthening the focus on the needs of victimsriohe. The
strategy initiated funding to support two additibWéctim Ser-
vices workers who have improved our ability to @ to
victims in all Yukon communities. Victim Serviceashoffices
in Whitehorse, Dawson City and Watson Lake. Allestbom-

tion.

Deputy Chair (Mr. Hassard): Before we proceed, a
break has been requested. Do you agree?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.
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Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess

for 10 minutes.
Recess

Chair:
to order, resuming general debate on Vote 8.

Ms. Moorcroft:
meant no offence to him or to his department dadficiwhen |
asserted that we as a society do not respond agdytma vio-
lence against women and that we could certainlyawvg.

| am pleased to see the priorities of the Yukonideol
Council. | know they reflect what | heard from comnmity
members at close to 60 public meetings that | d&drduring
the review of Yukon’s police force. While I'm pless to see
progress, when we as a society take violence agaoreen as
seriously as it deserves to be taken, we shouldraes of
women abuse going down.

| want to turn to a specific question that | hadetation to
the minister's remarks about the law enforcemergearaorien-
tation program. | did already put this on the rel¢dout | didn’t
hear an answer. To repeat:. How many people atteaded
completed the first offering of the law enforcemeateer ori-
entation program and what results did it have? Weeee any
people who completed that program who applied ¢oREMP
and were accepted into Depot training? Does théstemnhave
a breakdown related to First Nations and womenigipating
in the program? That would be something else | &laghdy
asked him for.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As all members of this Assembly
will know, I've given the RMCP our priorities foné year, and
they include the priority to continue to improves ttesponse to
sexualized assault and family violence, includitgise in in-
timate partner relationships and child abuse. TIBMR are
now going to have to implement that priority.

Our government will support efforts to implemeristpri-
ority, including funding for the Domestic Violenead Sexual-
ized Assault Framework Committee. Training is a kegnpo-
nent of the RCMP response to domestic and sexdadigsault.
| understand that training is a priority for the BRM and its
members. So with the member’s indulgence, | wifjuare that
data from the RCMP and provide it to her at a ldtge.

Ms. Moorcroft:
he would find the information about training angdnt to clar-
ify that he will find the information about the Nbern Institute
of Social Justice program — the questions thast jead into
the record — but | want to confirm that he will alget an-
swers to the questions about whether training leas offered
to all RCMP members in all communities relatedh® particu-
lar expertise that the new sexual assault respease brings to
the force. | will let the minister respond to thmfore | move
on.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: We will acquire the data from the
Northern Institute of Social Justice as well as eatata from
the RCMP, provided that's available to us, withpext to
training and provide that to the members.

| understood the minister to say that

Ms. Moorcroft: The other question related to training
within the RCMP that | wanted to ask the minisemptovide
— and he could seek an answer from the RCMP anthayt
to me — is in relation to First Nation heritage atwlture.
There were many recommendations in the police tegwout

Order. Committee of the Whole will now come that so | would like to ask him to also find antlie know in-

formation about what training has been offered tmhbers of

Let me assure the minister that | the RCMP and what training on First Nations hegtagd cul-

ture they anticipate making available to membeithénfuture.

| had previously put on the record a request foppy of
the territorial police service 20-year agreemert hdon't be-
lieve I've received a copy of that, so perhapsntieister could
check into that and get back to me on that question

While we're still on the RCMP, my last question rinés
related to theChair-Initiated Complaint Regarding the In-
Custody Death of Mr. Raymond Silverfox that was done by the
complaints commission. Can the minister give ugort on
the status of RCMP implementation of the recommgods
made by the Commission for Public Complaints Agathe
RCMP in this matter?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Again, | am not on the floor here
defending and answering for the RCMP, so | will dhdaw ask
them for the information. Speaking directly abché territorial
police service agreement, | predict that in the iognweeks a
copy of that will be posted on-line for the pullicsee. | can
let the member know when that information is posted

The member opposite also spoke about First Natain-t
ing. | know that great emphasis has been placeti@iRCMP,
and | am taking this from comments from the comniagnd
officer, Peter Clark. The emphasis has been plaredoth
First Nation training and cultural training with mbers of the
RCMP across the territory. | can also report thheéml was at
Depot last summer, the Commanding Officer for DeRutger
Brown, had also reported during my two-day tout thare is
indeed a cultural emphasis being placed on thereewits for
First Nation training.

In fact, they have just graduated a couple of memfsem
Nunavut or N.W.T. Pardon me — | can't quite receltlat ter-
ritory they came from. He added that just havingsth mem-
bers there was equally as important to the othdetsato see
first-hand and hear first-hand from those memblevgll have
to get back to the member opposite on the othaegss

Ms. Moorcroft: Once upon a time, there was a Select
Committee on Human Rights and the first rounds rokrd-
ments to the Yukomuman Rights Act were made. This was
followed by a limited phase 2 consultation with shgpeople
who had presented to the select committee, andandeeport
was crafted by officials. My request for the mieisis this:
Does he have any commitment to move forward onfartiier
legislative amendments to the Yukbinman Rights Act?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: There were 25 recommendations of
the Select Committee on Human Rights. Eight of ¢hagre
addressed in 2009 through amendments toHim@an Rights
Act aimed at improving and simplifying the complaip®c-
ess; aimed at modernizing the language and aimeldriftying
some of the roles and some of the responsibilitresddition,
revised regulations were proclaimed after condolhatvith the
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Human Rights Commission. The remaining 17 recommaend yet been determined which, if any, of the phaspa2t 1 rec-

tions fall into two major categories: improving themplaints
process by modernizing human rights institutiorddes and
responsibilities, accountability and appeal proesser review-
ing and updating the scope and coverage of hunggutsripro-
tections.

Some additional recommendations focus on procesiseor
actual drafting of the legislation. During the sygriand summer
of 2010, the Department of Justice undertook tadjebnsulta-
tion on part 1 of phase 2, focusing on human righgstutions,
roles and responsibilities, accountability and abpeocesses.

A report on what we heard during the consultatioocpss
was completed on October 30, 2010, and a subsedjnaht
report with the recommendations was submitted t ttien
Minister of Justice by December 2010. The finalorefiocused
on five areas for potential reform: (1) functionslastructures
of human rights agencies; (2) the appeal procastnal deci-
sions of tribunal decisions; (3) the adjudicatoalifications;
(4) the method of funding of the Yukon Human RigBsm-
mission; and (5) public school education on humghts and
responsibilities.

The final report recommended a set of reforms aesigo
focus public resources on human rights educatiahtb@ most
serious complaints, while directing and empowerihg Hu-
man Rights Commission and the tribunal to deal veitim-
plaints in a more timely and fair manner.

These recommended reforms
things, limiting the commission’s role in tribunahd court
proceedings; eliminating the commission’s investgarole in
all but systemic cases; having the director ofHluenan Rights
Commission rather than commissioners make compdfigmio-
sitions; and allowing either party to a complaintatccess the
tribunal directly if the commission has failed tisgbse of the
complaint within a prescribed period of time.

The final report recommended legislated criteria dp-
pointments to the tribunal and to the commissiothyirticu-
lar emphasis on the competence of adjudicatorglinirgstra-
tive law and procedure. Justice examined possibtenatives
for the funding of the commission, but concludedttkach
alternative would create more serious problems thavould
solve. Consequently, the department recommendedtistice
remain responsible for funding the commission’dunal. It
was found that while there is a need for more humigints
education in the schools, there is already adedesislative
direction in theEducation Act.

It was therefore recommended that the Department of

Education work with the Human Rights Commissiomi¢tiver
more human rights education within the existingricuta and
to improve Yukon teachers with human rights edacatilso,
the government will decide whether to accept, varyeject
any of the recommendations in the report. In addjtgovern-
ment will determine what priority each of the recoendations
will have relative to other initiatives.

The recommendations are complex, and | anticipate

number of potential scenarios for various insting’ roles,
responsibilities and processes. So, in concludiigyf the rec-
ommendations are being given full consideration,iblias not

ommendations are indeed appropriate to implementhiat
time.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister has indicated that
Yukon is reviewing the coroner function and the datéd
Coroners Act. This is something that does need attention.

When it comes to inquests, there has been a lobmtiro-
versy in the community and concern about the failig re-
spond to recommendations made by coroner’s jutigeeyi-
ous inquests. For example, the 2003 inquest irgodéath of
Madeleine Henry in RCMP cells resulted in a numdferec-
ommendations that, if they had been implementeatiattime
in 2003 — 10 years ago — changes in the RCMP proesd
may have prevented the death of Raymond SilveridRCMP
cells in 2009.

| have a heavily annotated copy of the two-volume- p
ceedings and inquest into the matter of@leeoners Act and an
inquest into the death of Madeleine Henry but,isafto say,
there were five recommendations that were diretdedrd the
RCMP, the Department of Health and Social Servidésphol
and Drug Services, Whitehorse General HospitalJ@in Am-
bulance and other agencies that, in a case of ya siarilar
death of, in this case, a woman in custody coul rasulted
in changes to procedure that would prevent subsegieaths.

So | have to note too that, at the present time otider of
a Yukon Supreme Court Justice made in October 2dfjpash

included, among othahe coroner’s inquest into the death of Raymonde$ibx has

been appealed in November 2012 by the Chief Cortinére
Court of Appeal for the Yukon Territory. | know thtie minis-
ter can’t comment on legal matters currently befiwe court;
in fact, under th®epartment of Justice Act, the minister serves
as the Attorney General and is entrusted and ctame...
superintend and conduct all litigation for or agtithe Gov-
ernment of the Yukon or any department of the Gowent of
the Yukon ...” So we will have to wait for that chalige to
play out in the courts.

The investigation of deaths and the developmenteof

ommendations to prevent future deaths based oerdu@ana-
dian best practices is something that many jurigatis in Can-
ada choose to deal with by using a model where cakdixam-
iners perform the function of coroners. In otherdels, judges
conduct inquests, and they get the expert withesssthey
may require. The recent inquest into the deathisvefpeople
in a Centennial Street home was conducted by aitGieat
Court Judge.
I'd like to ask the minister if he will be givingueé consid-
eration to moving toward a modern system wheregssibn-
als, such as judges or doctors or medical examimighsexper-
tise in forensic medicine, are the ones empoweoeithvesti-
gate the deaths, to determine the cause and citanoes sur-
rounding the death, and generally to make recomatenmt
helpful in preventing similar deaths in future.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Madam Chair, the Department of
dustice is indeed conducting a review of the car@mevice,
including a review of the&Coroners Act. Recent judicial deci-
sions regarding the conduct of coroner’s inquests he in-
cluded in that particular review. The Governmentyokon is
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taking under consideration and reviewing variousoms on a
potential modernization of the coroner service timatld poten-
tially best meet the needs of Yukoners. Variousongst are
being considered, and the public will have the opputy to
comment on those options.

The government continues to follow up with recomadeen
tions made by the coroner’s inquests. Coroner'siésts are
currently being conducted by the Territorial Calutige acting
as the coroner. This will be the way inquests bdlconducted
for the foreseeable future.

Ms. Moorcroft:
volved in the review and when the public will hare opportu-
nity to comment and how this review will roll oyarticularly
in relation to involvement of interested partiesl arf the pub-
lic?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
tice that is reviewing this right now, and this gavment will
take it under consideration. Right now it sits afigy and
communications and the coroner’s office will bediwed in
such review.

Ms. Moorcroft:
erence for that review that he would be prepargatdoide?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
are conducting research, so that's where that’'sgat now.
There are no terms of reference to table at thistpo

Ms. Moorcroft: The Safer Communities and

Can the minister tell us who is in-

Does the minister have terms of ref-

plaints from members of the public. Actions takehofving an
investigation include verbal or written warningstemants or
landlord-assisted evictions.

A court-ordered community safety order can alscape
plied for where there is a significant threat tdlsafety or
the occupant owns the property.

Looking at what SCAN did last year, in fact the turg-
ceived 50 new complaints of illegal activity in t2€12-13
fiscal year and indeed closed 23 of those casesNSt©ok
action to resolve most of these cases informallyiara formal
warning. Complaints not within SCAN’s mandate weee
ferred to partner agencies where appropriate.

In 2012, the SCAN unit successfully applied to Yagkon
Supreme Court for the first community safety ordlerthe
Yukon, closing a property that was at the centra gfeat deal

Indeed, it is the Department of Jus- of harm to the community. The SCAN unit continueghgage

community associations, First Nation governments$ lawusing
agencies to offer assistance, develop protocolsdoperation,
and promote the work of the unit. During the pasary two
new First Nation protocols were finalized.

A new SCAN website has been developed and an aslvert
ing campaign, including posters, handouts and napespalco-

The initial phase — right now we hol and drug services, has been prepared for imgitation.

The SCAN unit has had a significant effect on giting illegal
activity on properties adversely affecting commiesit There
have been over 440 complaints received since teption of

Neighbourhoods Act has been in place for about five years. Ithis legislation.

know the minister made some brief remarks aboutGaN

legislation, but | am looking for a few more detaiklated to
the effectiveness of th&fer Communities and Neighbour-

hoods Act.

SCAN has issued numerous warnings to tenants asd ha

followed up with complaints to ensure that illegativity did
not in fact continue. SCAN has assisted with lardiapproved
evictions in 38 cases where there was clear evaehbabitual

Does the minister know how many complaints theneeha drug trafficking or bootlegging from a specific perty.

been since coming into force and the number oftievis that
have occurred? Does SCAN investigate every comi3aiiow
is it determined to take action through SCAN asosgol to

SCAN continues to work closely with key partnerstsas
the RCMP, the Yukon Liquor Corporation, Family a@dil-
dren’s Services and territorial housing agenciegrisure the

pursuing a criminal charge? How do the RCMP, SCAN a unit is responsive to illegal activity in the Yukon

Social Services work together?

The financial expenditures for SCAN are as folloimsthe

| recently spoke to a superintendent who had caiscer 2009-10 budget, the actual expenditures were $835jh the

about alleged illegal activity in an apartment ding — par-

ticularly, there was a rumour circulating the haliw about a
large shipment of drugs arriving. He didn't seemfeel that

SCAN was addressing his concerns. What recourdeis for

citizens who feel their concerns are not being ¢hdgr SCAN

investigators? Given that it is five years, is thany plan for a
review of the act and the program?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
partment that I'm tasked with that I'm particulapyoud of is
indeed the SCAN office and the work they’re doinithw our
community. Since 2006, theSafer Communities and

2010-11 budget, actual expenditures were $317,B532011-
12, the actual expenditures were $351,831; andapipeoved
2012-13 budget amounts were $343,572. I'm confideat the
member opposite will vote in favour of that.

There is a new FPT group that is represented byutise
dictions within the SCAN legislation. Most SCAN Islgtion
in Canada is based on the original Manitoba acthis time,

One component of the Justice de-the act is working very well and there is no actie® being

contemplated. We did an in-house review of thethith years
ago, but found that the act was working well arigl doing
what it's supposed to do. Not all persons may heen satis-

Neighbourhoods Act has provided a means to respond to thdied, but all calls are followed up and complaiate definitely

concerns of Yukoners about certain illegal actdtithat are
making their communities and neighbourhoods unsaAN
investigates habitual illegal activity occurring qroperty
which is adversely affecting a community or a neiglrhood.

responded to.

Ms. Moorcroft: I’'m going to turn to the land titles
modernization project and to a letter that | serthe minister a
little over a month ago related to Yukon First ldas and the

The SCAN unit investigates complaints received fromland titles issue.

across the territory, not just those that origiriat&/hitehorse.
The SCAN unit thoroughly and confidently investiggmtcom-

Yukon First Nations have expressed their interestavel-
oping their lands for residential use and for ecoitodevel-
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opment, and the Government of Yukon has made deverhand Titles Offices in Canada is anywhere from@48 hours,

statements about the work with First Nations teifslassues of
land title pertaining to the leasing of First Naisoland. These
statements include in the land titles modernizatisstussion
paper itself a reference stating: “Some Yukon Fisttions
have expressed an interest in registering spepiicels of
Settlement Land in Yukon's Land Titles Office. Dissions
about options around such registration will occineatly with

Yukon First Nations parallel to the modernizatiomjpct so
that the potential exists for a registration precesbe imple-
mented prior to completion of land titles modertiza.”

There were also statements made in the Legislaise
sembly by the Minister of Community Services in Baber
2011 about the First Nations and the fundamentalthey play
when it comes to providing land development opputies
within the city municipal boundaries.

There was a reference saying that, as “outlinetiinvithe
letter of understanding, the parties have agreewddk to-
gether in order to help facilitate and expedite soofh these
land development opportunities. That would incltiied-party
leasehold arrangements on settlement land patloelsing at
conventional financing and mortgaging options fatemtial
lessees, land registry options and opportunitielsadso sharing
expertise and resources when it comes to lookirgpplicable
legislation.”

There was also an interview with an official forgag Ser-
vices in the media in August 2012. The discussivese com-
plicated and in order to register a land title, Yhekon govern-
ment was of the mind that First Nations land won&kd to
become fee-simple. The official said that Firstiblas were not
in favour of such an arrangement, because thatdwmde abo-
riginal title. Now this is a huge issue. It is afiportance not
only to First Nation governments, but also for thatential
economic benefits it could bring to all Yukonersur&y ar-
rangements can be made for the leasing of abolidgmel
without extinguishing title.

| understand that leasing arrangements do occueseTve
land in other Canadian jurisdictions. I'm wonderingpether
we’re not able to draw on others’ experiences aaftariease
arrangements that could work within Yukon'’s selfrgmment
regime.

When the minister is responding to that, perhapsdre
also indicate whether all of the research that w@sducted,
both by officials in the department and any redesig or con-
sultants that they've hired, has been shared wit Rations,
who are interested parties to this?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
guestion. An efficient land management system idytma
foundation for a healthy economy — efficient lamenisfers,
access to land and information about land facditeconomic
activity. This area of government responsibility shube
maintained at peak efficiency in order to ensurat tthe
progress of the economy is not encumbered by adated
man8gemasthstrjitisdictions, the Land Titles Offisean area
where there have been significant improvementsraatite to
allow for the transfer of title to be completed days rather
than months. The norm for registering instrumemtsoiher

| thank the member opposite for her

but in Yukon, the average is between two weektw &nd a
half weeks and, at times, as high as nine weeksleVdelays
in registration are primarily due to shortcomingstihe com-
puter system and resulting business processesglthant leg-
islation, theLand Titles Act and theCondominium Act are ar-
chaic and contribute to confusion about the inetgion of
terminology.

The land titles system has been a source of pdisitus-
sion over the last while, which has been exacedbdte
Yukon’s ongoing crisis in housing availability andsts. Gov-
ernment and stakeholders alike acknowledge thatahd Ti-
tles Act is out of date. The present computer system does n
facilitate the work of the Land Titles Office, arde office
processes have become focused on working arourisatniers
created by the system and the legislation.

On May 1, 2012, the Department of Justice brougtd i
effect some of the quick fixes to the predesud Titles Act and
Condominium Act that have somewhat improved efficiency and
removed some of the obstacles to development. pkeific
short-term changes to tHeand Titles Act and Condominium
Act improve the operations of the Land Titles Offigerbeans
of amendments that could be done relatively quieklg easily.
The Department of Justice also made some smathttias to
the existing computer platform to improve performanAt the
same time, | also undertook a further initiativertove forward
with our intention to improve and modernize thedaditles
system here in Yukon. In March 2012 an inspectdamnd titles
was appointed pursuant to section 12 of tthead Titles Act.
Inspector Lora Bansley of Saskatchewan assumeansiil-
ity to conduct an independent operational revievthef busi-
ness procedures of our Land Titles Office in oraerdentify
areas for improvement. She made recommendatiometthat
address our processes’ need for improvement.

The inspector’s report contained a number of recemm
dations such as allowing for title searches to dmpleted on-
line, replacing theLand Titles Act and Condominium Act, in-
creasing staff training opportunities, and replgcthe com-
puter system with one that has improved user adsliand im-
proved security. The report provided a foundatippruwhich
subsequent consultation, expert advice, and furdrelysis
have been developed to determine what improvententse
land titles system in fact need to be made. OnlA&g 2012, |
announced the government’s intention to modernim&ov’s
land titles system to facilitate more timely anticént transac-
tions.

In order to make this project a success, the deyeaut re-
alized that we require the expertise and the catjper of
stakeholders who regularly use the land titlesesgstAccord-
ingly, the department established a stakeholdeisady com-
mittee to assist and support with the scoping, ldgveent and
implementation of the modernization project.

The department invited representatives from eacthef
following to sit on this committee: there are mensbef the
Law Society of Yukon; a member of the Whitehorsea@ber
of Commerce; Natural Resources Canada — Surveynef@ke
branch; Association of Canada Lands Surveyors; Yiukiost
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Nations, Yukon Real Estate Association; AssociatiblYukon
Communities; architects practising in Yukon; and ity of
Whitehorse.

In addition, other interested stakeholders werétédvto
attend and provide input, such as a representafitlee newly
formed Yukon Condominium Owners Association.

The committee is not a decision-making body, bull wi
provide ongoing advice to the Department of Justsethe
department scopes out, develops and implementsdukerni-
zation project.

| want to talk about the modernization phases,deging
the time, | move that the Chair report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Nixon that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from the Chair of Committeettwf
Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 10, entitledrirst Appropriation Act, 2013-14, and
directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.
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