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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, April 22, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.
TRIBUTES
In remembrance of Richard Kerr
Hon. Mr. Kent: It's indeed an honour and a privilege

for me to rise on behalf of all members of the Hotsday to
pay tribute to Richard Kerr.

Richard Neil Kerr was born on June 4, 1968, at Wthit
horse General Hospital, to Bill and Martha Kerr. &teended
Selkirk Elementary, Jeckell, and F.H. Collins, wdhée gradu-
ated in 1986. The Member for Pelly-Nisutlin and ére fortu-
nate to be his classmates and his friends. In faatyy MLAs
in this House have a connection to Richard in oag ar an-
other or his family. The Member for Kluane, as wa#l the
Member for Whitehorse West, knew him as a friersddia the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, and | found out justiqer to
coming in here that the Minister of Health and &b8ervices
knew his parents very well and in fact played bdth Rich-
ard’s dad.

In May 2006, Richard was diagnosed with colon camate
the age of 37. A battle with that terrible diseassued that
could only have been waged by a man of Richardasngth
and courage. In February of this year, Richard Rimh were
told that the cancer had spread to his liver, antbhght on for
almost two months, surrounding himself with clogerfds and
family, until March 27 when he passed away.

Hundreds of people helped celebrate Richard’s thie
past weekend, which reflected the admiration soyniead for
him. Richard’s memory will live on, as he is tharsbf so
many stories that so many of us have. These staileke told
and shared at campfires and get-togethers throagheuerri-
tory and will be accompanied by smiles and laughtest as
Richard would have wanted it.

Some were shared on Saturday, with one in partichkt
can't be shared here today, but will make Richacgélebration
of life the most memorable any of us have evemndttd, and a
special thank you to Mark Kelly for that particulstory he
shared.

Richard embraced life in the Yukon and lived evday
taking advantage of all this territory has to offieinad the hon-
our of calling Richard my friend since we met irraentary
school. We shared fun times and a lot of laughtatengetting
into a scrape or two along the way, and | will nfigs dearly.
He always had a way of being the friend that evee}® mom
liked the best. My mom has had his picture hangiméper wall
since his passing, alongside pictures of her aildgrandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. This shows what Rétheas
meant to our family and so many others. Richard el sadly
missed by Dina, William, Andrew, his parents BitidcaMartha,
sister Colleen and her family, his second familyakon Elec-

After graduation, Richard found commerce at UBCt justrical, and all friends and family near and far.

wasn't his thing, so he returned to Whitehorse &rithwing in
his father's footsteps, began his career with Yulabectrical.
A long and distinguished career followed that saehgrd live
not only in Whitehorse, but also Dawson City, witlork in
almost every Yukon community. In fact, in a conatien |
had with the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin prior toming in
here, during his time in Old Crow, he would ofteamember
Richard being dispatched to that community at 48Gbelow,
or even colder, to get the power back on. He hadraendous
career, as | mentioned, that spanned all cornetheofrukon.
During that time he performed a number of dutiesmf paint-
ing lamp standards to working on the Whitehorsdimdésans-
mission line, and more recently serving as thegmtojnanager
on the Watson Lake LNG conversion.

Richard was a valued and respected member of ther¥Yu
Electrical team. His 25-year long-service award \ga®n to
him on February 1, 2013.

During Richard’s time in Dawson City in the mid-189
he met his lovely wife Dina Nagano. When Richartdimeed to
Whitehorse in 1997, Dina and her son, Andrew, fodd
shortly afterward.

Richard and Dina were married in Whitehorse on Bjly
2003, in front of many friends and family. On Mart8, 2006,
they welcomed William Russell Susumu Kerr, who glyic
became his dad’s best buddy.

I'd like to ask members of the House to join mewial-
coming Dina and William and a number of Richardierds,
colleagues and family here to the gallery today.

I should also make special mention of my mom, Helen
Kent, who has also joined us here today. I'd akknaimbers at
this time to join me in welcoming them.

Applause

In recognition of Earth Day

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise today on behalf of the Gov-
ernment caucus as well as the Independent memiparyttrib-
ute to Earth Day, which is observed every year qmilA22.
Earth Day provides us with an opportunity to learore about
the simple initiatives that we can help incorpoiiate our daily
routines to help keep our environment clean, hgaitid safe.
While Environment Yukon often takes the lead rote emvi-
ronmental issues, it is important to note thadalpartments of
Government of Yukon have a role to play.

The Government of Yukon recognizes the importarfca o
healthy environment to us all and the environmerrie of the
four pillars that are the foundation of our mand&er vision
for managing and protecting Yukon’s environment aiildlife
includes protecting the environment, implementing tlimate
change strategy, managing Yukon’s air, land, watet wild-
life resources, and promoting recycling and resjiasvaste
management.
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As Yukon’s Environment minister, | hear from manyk¥
oners about their passion for protecting our emvirent. Staff
in the Department of Environment is a great exangfl¢his
passion. For Earth Day, the department’s greeomattam has
organized a potluck lunch with a photo collagesitating their
work as environmental stewards. There's a film &l w- a
documentary on our current relationship with ousinet and
what indeed is possible.

I know that many Yukon schools have organized &g/
to help students connect their actions to impactthe earth as
well. By its grassroots nature, it can be diffidaltrecognize all
the activities taking place on Earth Day, but albsld be com-
mended.

The original Earth Day was in 1970. It was an Arcani
event that became a worldwide success because aipthnta-
neous grassroots response it generated. Some aite Bay
events as the starting point for environmental epie that are
now part of our daily lives — recycling, clean egerclean
water and climate change.

According to the Earth Day Network, more than oile b
lion people consistently participate in Earth Dati\aties each
year, making it the largest civic observance inwuweld. Ac-
tivities help to inform and energize populationgisey will act
to secure a healthy future for themselves and telidren.

Last year in my tribute to Earth Day, | focusedmany of
the climate change-related activities the Governroéry ukon
was engaged in. For the latest on what is happehinguld
encourage members to review the climate changeraglian
progress report. There is indeed a lot of actigiing on.

This year, I'd like to focus on the work now undagnto
craft a Yukon water strategy that will guide thev@mment of
Yukon's approach to water management in the futliee
strategy will focus on how we use and protect watepublic
review of the draft, which was crafted in collalitva with
Yukon government and other water managers, is nogemn
way. A water strategy will put in place a visiondakey princi-
ples for the Yukon government, recognizing thatreha&re nu-
merous partners and organizations with a role ikoviuwater
decisions.

It will formalize the Yukon government’s policy dsaon
complex water issues, such as recognizing the \aflueter in
decision-making. A water strategy will prioritizeet Yukon
government’s actions and water management programite
ensuring overall progress is made toward a cootelihand
sustainable use of water resources. Lastly, it slibw how
actions in Yukon by other governments and orgaitnat
could advance the vision and principles.

While it is premature to say exactly which policigsac-
tions will arise from the Yukon water strategy, deknow that
some key issues will be addressed. We know, fomeie, that
we need to better understand groundwater. Almdsbfabur
drinking water is drawn from groundwater, but weédémited
knowledge of where it is or how much we have. W&® &now
that climate change is affecting the water regirehA report
on climate change vulnerabilities contained recomaagons
that have been carried forward into the draft wateategy,
such as adjusting our water monitoring networksrtsure ade-
gquate information is available for good decisionking.

The deadline for comments on the draft Yukon wateat-
egy for public review is May 31. The discussion awoent is
easy to read, yet comprehensive, and I'm confideatwill
obtain some excellent feedback from the public avater
managers.

I'd like to conclude my remarks by noting that EaBay
is a great opportunity to reflect on and be proftidioat we've
accomplished and to think about how we can all inost to
work to protect our environment. Thank you, Mr. &ger.

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to Earth Day. Today, across the globdividu-
als, communities, organizations and governmenta@eledge
this amazing planet we call home and pledge to &ti®n to
protect it. More than one billion people around therld will
take part in the 43anniversary of Earth Day, from Beijing to
Cairo, Melbourne to London, Rio to Johannesburgy Neelhi
to New York and all points in-between.

Earth Day is an opportunity to educate, to disass to
organize. It provides us a very unique chance treshvith
each other our appreciation for the Earth. We beli®e must
use this celebration to make an impact and it rneshore than
words.

The focus of this year's Earth Day is climate cheangor
many, climate change can often seem remote and likeya
sci-fi film on the big screen, a movie that endsamenviron-
mental apocalypse that somehow a hardy few sunihey
learn their lessons and start a new, more respensitrld. For
them, it's a vague and complex problem so far offhie dis-
tance that it hardly seems real. For them it rioigdollywood.

Many of these people are still fortunate enougheadnsu-
lated from the direct and mounting consequenceslinfate
change. The closer you live to the equator, fongta, the less
likely you are to feel the very real effects ohadite change.

Climate change has very real effects on peoplenasi
and the ecosystems and natural resources on whechllvde-

Yukon has an abundance of water, covering abou08,0 pend. The people of the world who live in the farth or the

square kilometres in six major watersheds. We arigue
compared to other jurisdictions in Canada, in thathave ex-
tensive groundwater resources in aquifers, as a®lwide-
spread frozen water sources, such as glaciers amdafrost.
Most of our waters originate in the territory, se won't ex-
perience the same downstream effects as othedigctins,
and we do not have the high degree of industritivic or

contamination or water scarcity issues faced bgsth

far south have been facing the reality of climaterge for
many years. The Yukon of my childhood memoriesaisdif-
ferent from the Yukon my nephews are growing upline-
member towering snow banks at Halloween, weeks by
cold winter weather and summers without rain. Myphavs
will remember Halloweens without snow, short burst<old
winter weather and summers plagued with rain.

Climate change has many faces. It's the man in Hasbr
who worries about relocating his family as sea lewentinue
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to rise. It's the cattle farmer in Alberta struggjito make ends
meet as prolonged drought ravages the crops thdtHs live-
stock. It's the First Nation fishermen on the Yuk&iver
whose nets are coming in all too often empty ofsal. It's the
family in the Philippines who lost their home ts@per storm.
It's the woman in Bangladesh who can'’t get freshewdue to
more frequent flooding and cyclones. It's the Irtuitnter who
faces changes in ice and snow conditions and weptkdict-
ability so that he can no longer rely on traditiokreowledge to
keep himself safe on the sea ice.

Mr. Speaker, we mustn’'t forget the faces of thodeo w
cannot speak: the polar bear struggling to surivithe melting
Arctic; the Bengal tiger in India’s threatened mang forests;
the right whale in plankton-poor parts of the warghiNorth
Atlantic; the orangutan in Indonesian forests sagew by
more frequent bush fires and droughts; and the @sievery-
where that are facing increased pressures from huteael-
opment and loss of habitat.

But we are not without hope, Mr. Speaker, for thare
other faces of climate change that are also myitigl every
day. The hopeful faces of climate change are thplpevho do
their part to address and fix the problem: theeprneurs who
see opportunity and value in creating a green aogndhe
engineers who design the clean technology of therdu the
public servants who fight for climate change lawsd &or miti-
gation efforts; the activists who organize commyaittion and
awareness campaigns that encourage us to lookdaveaiser-
vation and renewable energy in the future; thenangi people
who commit to live sustainably; the families who keaecy-
cling part of their daily lives; and the educatarso teach us
that there can be a different, better way to live.

Mr. Speaker, we as the human race must stop cogfusi
our ability to change the world around us as pesioisto do
so. We need to slow down and consider the conseqseof
our actions.

We have reached a critical time in history when glg-
ernmental systems of checks and balances thatlied on for
environmental protection have been eroded, wherenaoap-
pears to be watching what we are doing, and ndsos®pping
us.

Now, more than ever before, governments have aonresp
sibility for environmental stewardship and thinkirgf the
world they wish to leave behind as their legacy.|deders, we
are called upon to act boldly together, to reirsttd create
new laws that will leave the Earth a better plat& look to
each other to be shining examples of the changevarg to
see, and we commit to doing better. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to tribute and mark the 4&Farth Day, 2013. Originally
launched on April 22, 1970, in the United Statesaasenvi-
ronmental awareness event, it is considered thé bif the
environmental movement. Today, more than six mill@ana-
dians join together with more than one billion peom 170
countries to stage events and provide awarenefxab envi-
ronmental issues.

Earth Day is a chance to celebrate all that we renc
provides us with occasions to learn more abougtht®ns that
we can take in our daily lives to ensure that we ath enjoy a
clean and healthy environment for generations toeco

As Yukoners, we have a lot to celebrate in our remvi
ment. Whether we ski, canoe, skate, hike, cammeoely take
pictures, there is a lot to be thankful for. Thek¥n govern-
ment and Environment Yukon both provide opportesitfor
the community members to be engaged, such as FReen
cling’s recycling program and the Yukon Youth Caws¢ion
Corps. These programs provide employment and eduaddtat
not only give our youth and community tools to kdlegir en-
vironment healthy today, but also generations to&o

Today we would like to acknowledge the City of Daw-
son’s recreation department, which is offering &eraschool
program at the recreational centre to celebrat¢hHaay. It is
an opportunity for children and families to joirethecreation
staff and community garden coordinators to helm{pkome
seeds and give back to the environment. Tonight tié be
viewing the documentary,. And This Is My Gardemn inspir-
ing film about one Saskatchewan school’'s gardemirgject
and the power we all have to break new ground archange
the way the world lives.

We are pleased to recognize Earth Day. Living in a
healthy, beautiful territory is something that we fortunate to
enjoy and hope to pass on to future generationsw@king
together and getting involved in projects in oumoaunities,
this is something that we can accomplish both orthERay
and every day. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of National Victims of Crime
Awareness Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise today to pay tribute to the Na-
tional Victims of Crime Awareness Week taking plaagoss
Canada from April 21 to 27. Victims of Crime Awaems
Week raises awareness of victims’ issues and gigean op-
portunity to share best practices, thank servioeigers, and to
take the opportunity to listen to the stories ajsth who have
been impacted by crime.

This year's theme, “We All Have a Role”, highlightse
role we all play in ensuring that victims receive tsupport,
understanding and information they need during dtificult
time that follows a crime.

It's important that we have a support system ircelfor
victims that includes governments, First Nationslige, the
justice and legal systems, health care providessyneunity
organizations, volunteers, friends and family. Yoke fortu-
nate to have a community of individuals and orgatinims that
are committed to ensuring that voices of victime heard in
the justice system and that victims are treatetl witderstand-
ing and compassion and receive the support thay. nee

In honour of this year’s theme, I'd like to highiiga num-
ber of examples of collaborative approaches anddioated
delivery of services that are aimed at improvingpanses to
victims of crime.

The creation of th&ictims of Crime Strategiyn 2009 and
its implementation have been a collaborative predesm the
beginning. It has been guided by an implementasidvisory
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committee made up of representatives from govertnoem-
munities, women’s groups, First Nations and the FRCM
Implementing the recommendations frdaharing Com-

Pétrin, women’s advocate at the Victoria Faulkneonvén’s
Centre, states, “You would be surprised at the arhoti vio-
lence against women and girls in Whitehorse.” Saygs ghe

mon Groundwas another inherently collaborative processyiolence extends across all age groups and racedadt,

where many different types of organizations hawygd a role
in making changes that are beginning to have majpacts for
victims of crime. The inter-agency domestic violerand sex-
ual assault framework committee was created to igeoa
more consistent, effective, coordinated and infatmesponse
to victims of domestic and sexualized assault.

Another important collaborative initiative thathaving an
impact for victims of sexual assault is the Yukexwual assault
response committee. The Domestic Violence Treatr@gition
Court is a unique example of a partnership amorsgiciuand
social service providers to provide a coordinatesponse for
offenders and victims of domestic violence. The tididcipli-
nary links project will implement national best gtiaes for
working with child victims and witnesses, includitige devel-
opment of child-friendly environments, developmdgtand
culturally appropriate forensic interviews, and meatlexami-
nations, testimonial aids, case tracking and resear

The final example I'd like to highlight is our retepart-
nership with the Canadian Centre for Child ProtettiThis
partnership is aimed at educating parents and remilébout
Internet safety to prevent children from becomihg victims
of on-line abuse.

The successes of these collaborative projects shawv
when we all play a role in investing in a commolgave help
to ensure that victims receive the support andicesvthey
require when they need it most.

To recognize National Victims of Crime Awarenessak,e
Victim Services will be hosting a victims forum &ay 1. The
forum will be an opportunity for victims to shareetr experi-
ences and network with each other and service geosi This
interactive day will highlight the accomplishme¢sdate that
have enhanced victim-centred approaches in sedetigery.
The forum will also be an opportunity for serviceyiders to
reflect on their role and learn first-hand abowt &xperience of
victims within the justice system.

To everyone who is involved in the challenging bet
warding work of supporting victims through theirujoey, |
would like to thank you and encourage you to keppthat
great work. When we all play a role, the impactvistims is
immeasurable.

Ms. Moorcroft: I rise on behalf of the Opposition par-
ties in tribute to National Victims of Crime Awaress Week.
The goal of victims week is to raise awareness tlgsues
facing victims of crime and the services, programd laws in
place to help victims and their families.

There has been a change over the years, in thadndat
Victims of Crime Awareness Week draws our attentmsup-
ports for victims. It is still a concern when vio are shamed
and blamed for other people’s violence.

| would like to focus this tribute on women and lefce.
One in four women in Canada will be sexually agsauin her
lifetime. The violence is particularly severe in Rém. Diane

Yukon'’s rates of domestic violence are three tigyester than
the national average. Ms. Pétrin states that womlka are
victims of violence often turn to the women'’s skedtas last
resorts. The women do not report the crime becthesedon’t

believe they will receive help through official cireels. To
raise awareness, Victoria Faulkner Women’s Cestsponsor-
ing a series of workshops and seminars this weg@kdeide an
introduction to the types of services availablevtamen. There
will be social workers and counsellors speakingwadl as

members of the RCMP. The goal is to open the cHarofe
communication and demystify the process of cominighfto

report a crime.

Mr. Speaker, we live in a wonderful territory, dbere is
always room for improvement. Let us pay tributethe Na-
tional Victims of Crime Awareness Week by makingmsmone
aware of the services in the community for all st of crime
and by doing everything we can to provide the sugpoeople
need: food and shelter; training and employment], aof
course, safety for all members of society. We dieéad all
have a role. Thank you.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. White: | ask the House to help me in welcoming
Ms. Colleen O’Brien’s grade-4/5 all-girls fit class well as
educational assistants Judith Forrest and Gail Kahalhank
you for coming.

Applause

Speaker: Following Question Period, the class will be
going over to the members’ lounge, and | encoueagemem-
ber who is available to come over and meet the kids

Are there any other visitors?

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Graham: On April 16, in response to a
question from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southemkés
regarding artwork in the Dawson City health fagjlit said that
| would obtain additional information from the Yukdiospital
Corporation. | have done that and | would like dblé the re-
sponse at this time.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any other returns or documents for
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PETITIONS
Petition No. 11

Ms. Moorcroft:
the Yukon Legislative Assembly which shows thatioral
aboriginal organizations’ leaders from the Nativeorén’s
Association of Canada, the Assembly of First Natioh Can-
ada, the Métis National Council, the Inuit Tapikinatami,
the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples and premiersadatigi-
nal affairs ministers at a federal-provincial-terial meeting
in Winnipeg in April, 2013, have called for a nat& public
inquiry into missing and murdered aboriginal wonaenl girls.
Therefore, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legisgafigsem-
bly to urge the Government of Canada to hold sonatipublic
inquiry into missing and murdered aboriginal wonzew girls
and consult with the provinces, territories andamat aborigi-
nal organizations on the terms of reference of tlaéibnal pub-
lic inquiry.

There are at this time 23 signatures on the patitio

Speaker:
sented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon técbu
upon the Yukon Party’s commitment to implement fietims
of Crime Actby:

(1) reviewing Canada’s proposed victims’ bill ajhits and
participating in the Government of Canada’s comrsigh on
the Canadian victims’ bill of rights, and by

(2) continuing to partner with the Canadian Cerfye
Child Protection to bring awareness to resourceslable to
assist victims of crime through thewvw.needhelpnow.caveb-
site.

| further give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development i@@ala to
continue to implement an agreement that funds ¢énchange
adaptation projects in Yukon.

Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to fund climate change research taking pkc&ukon
College, as well as youth engagement on climatagda

Ms. Moorcroft: I give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Canada to
(1) hold a national public inquiry into missing antlr-
dered aboriginal women and girls:
(i) as called for in the April 17, 2013, statemisiued
by premiers and aboriginal affairs ministers fromenof

Canada’s provinces, Northwest Territories and Nufav

issued after they met in Winnipeg as the Aborigiirs
Working Group (AAWG) ; and

I have for presentation a petition to

(ii) in solidarity with national aboriginal orgardz
tions’ leaders from the Assembly of First Natiotie Mé-
tis National Council, the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatanthe Na-
tive Women’s Association of Canada and the Congoéss
Aboriginal Peoples; and
(2) consult with the provinces, territories andiorél abo-

riginal organizations on the terms of referencehaf national
public inquiry.

Ms. Hanson:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
store confidence and public trust in regional lasd planning,
as established under constitutionally protected ovulEirst
Nation final agreements by committing to work witlukon
First Nation governments and the Yukon Land Useriifay
Council to establish a schedule for completioraoid use plans
in Yukon.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo-

Are there any other petitions to be Pre-sion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en
dorse the Earth Day Network’s Earth Day Proclanmtighich
calls for Yukon:

(1) to encourage its residents, businesses aritlitists to
use Earth Day to celebrate the Earth and comntiutioling a
sustainable and green economy; and

(2) to support green economy initiatives in Yukarddo
encourage others to undertake similar actions.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
vite as witnesses, in Committee of the Whole duthmg 2013
spring sitting, officials from the Yukon Hospitalo@oration
and officials from the Yukon Development Corporatio

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadatd h
a national public inquiry into missing and murdegdgbriginal
women and girls, as called for in an April 17, 20&&tement
issued by nine provincial premiers, three of whoso aold
aboriginal affairs portfolios; and

THAT this House urges the Yukon’s Premier to pulic
endorse and express support for the statement of Ap,
2013, and its recommendation for the Governmerntarfada
to hold a national public inquiry; and

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon ta jo
and actively participate in the inquiry process aomtribute
resources as needed.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
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QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Land use planning

Ms. Hanson:
Yukon First Nation final agreements. The Yukon gowveent
committed to complete land use plans in good faitld with
the aim of creating land use certainty and prongosnstain-
able development and cooperation with Yukon Firsttidh
governments.

In a strongly worded letter to the parties of theelPand
use plan, the Yukon Land Use Planning Council sai |
quote: “...regional land use planning program isrouble. A
number of negative precedents may have been detitider-
mine the trust and public confidence required tstan an ef-
fective land use planning program.”

This is not news to this side of the House, to phblic,
nor to First Nation governments. What is the Prerdi@ng to
rebuild the trust and public confidence requiredstistain an
effective land use planning process?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This Yukon Party is very loud
and proud of the accomplishments that it has maieggfor-
ward in terms of identifying protected land in ttegritory. In
fact, 12.68 percent of Yukon land is protectedpgadconly to
the Province of British Columbia. We’re not exactlyre where
that will end up after the next regional land ussnpthePeel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plas finished. Perhaps we'll
even be in the number one position. We've iderttiie terri-
torial parks, numerous habitat protected areasspedial man-
agement areas. This government has done very nvtdtins of
moving forward with land use plans. We have congulahe
north Yukon plan, we’re almost through the Peelenstied
plan now, and we have in fact started a third onthé Klon-
dike area.

Both the Liberals and the NDP have been in powsresi

the Umbrella Final Agreementame into place 20 years ago.

The NDP and the Liberals accomplished no land uaasp
This is the only party that accomplished land useg We're
proud of that. We continue to move forward.

Ms. Hanson:
wasn’t he who created those special managemerd.dtesas
the final agreements. The Yukon Land Use PlanniognCil
confirmed what many have already said. The YukamyRpov-
ernment’s unilateral introduction of eight new piples after
the final Peel land use plan was recommended wabketpful
and jeopardized the work already done by the cosions by
Yukon First Nation governments, by government stafid
Yukon citizens. The council also noted that requést clarifi-
cation from the Yukon government on the policy bdst these
eleventh-hour principles have gone unanswered. Tias
caused uncertainty and concern and has had, fon@za a
negative spillover effect on the Dawson regionadlaise plan
that recently started.

So will the Premier explain to this House how Yukeirst
Nation governments could have any confidence inahd use
planning process in which the Yukon government gearthe
rules after the fact and undermines the plannioggss?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, I'd like to note with
the letter we received from the former chair of Yhekon Land

Land use planning is a cornerstone ofW

If the Premier looks, he’'ll find that it

Use Planning Council. That individual was at thel erfi his
term and was not reappointed by the federal govemtito that
position. He provided us with a letter reflectinig kiewpoint.
e’ll certainly look through that and give it codsration for
where there may be ideas that are of use. | do twapeint out
that there are some statements in that letteraiteanot factu-
ally correct and which the government cannot acdepluding
his characterization at the end of the first paigthat letter that
whether government follows thémbrella Final Agreemenbr
not is largely irrelevant. That is absolutely inemt in govern-
ment’s viewpoint.

We have followed th&mbrella Final Agreemenprocess.
We will continue to do so. But really, the Leadéthe Official
Opposition, the NDP member, should give considenatd her
own role and contribution to the public debate. N&P’s con-
tributions have often not been factual and ceryaiebd to a
polarization of debate, which really is not in thest interests
of Yukon society. The member should look in therorirand
think long and hard about the NDP’s role in thisqass.

Ms. Hanson: It is unfortunate this government con-
tinues to attack citizens who are appointed by guwvents to
represent all of us. The letter from the Land Usanfiing
Council continues by noting that the introductidnnmdifica-
tions to the Peel land use plan prior to publicsudtation is,
and | quote: “inconsistent with the spirit and imtef the land
claim agreement”. The council also said that tltisoa by the
Yukon Party government muddies the consultationcess.
The council then noted that this behaviour, andidte: “un-
dermines the government effort to demonstrate ttieaty ukon
is a good place to invest.”

These are serious allegations.

Mr. Speaker, this government is undermining fingileg-
ments; they are undermining confidence in land plaaning,
and they are creating economic uncertainty. Whelh tve
Premier show real leadership and get the Yukomsl lase
planning process back on track?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, again | have to point
out to the member that, as the Premier noted irrdsponse,
the NDP and the Liberals both had time in officethe 20
some years since tHémbrella Final Agreementvas signed.
Neither ever did even a single regional land us@.plt is only
the Yukon Party that has completed one process auithFirst
Nation partners, has another almost completed arudher
underway.

This type of polarizing rhetoric we hear from thé®R
does not contribute to a good public understandinghat the
process is, what has occurred and what is requoeaccur.
Really, the member needs to look only to her owetatic to
understand that the NDP’s contribution to the puldéebate,
since the election of the Member for Whitehorse t@ems
leader, has been entirely negative and rarely &hctu

Mr. Speaker, this government will review the letferm
the former chair of the Yukon Land Use Planning Gol

We will give it reflective consideration. He hasopided
his viewpoints on the process and his thoughts,vegitl give
that consideration. If there are ideas in theré¢ #na useful to
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government and our planning partners, of courseviléncor-
porate those in future planning processes.

Question re: Education employees making
public statements
Mr. Tredger: If an educational policy or plan is going

to work effectively, it makes sense to listen te treople who
spend 10 months a year in our schools with ourdodil.
Teachers and staff have a lot of knowledge and rexpee that
needs to be at the forefront of decision-makingeducation.
The Yukon Party government’s mishandling of the .FJdllins
replacement project, the same-sex policy at Vaaigt the
school calendars have demonstrated the importainkeasing
from teachers and other affected staff, but inwlaée of con-
troversies, instead of openness, the Yukon Partiemgonent
plans to muzzle teachers through its chilling “nmakipublic
statements” policy.

Why does the Yukon Party government think thatkibst
way to handle controversy is to stifle voices aitehse teach-
ers?

Hon. Mr. Kent: We've often heard from members
opposite the power of words. When that document tahked
last week by the Leader of the Official Oppositishe left out
one very important word: “Draft”. It's a draft doment; those
are draft guidelines.

Further changes are being made to them based an inp

that has been received from the Yukon Teachers ofetson
and others. Really, the purpose of those guidelg&s provide
Yukon Education employees with the direction andtgnce
they need when they make public statements abadagidn-
related issues.

Mr. Tredger: This new policy is more restrictive than
previous policies, and the timing will muzzle arlérsce those
with different perspectives than the governmentaonumber
on controversial issues. The policy states, “Yulagtucation
employees must not provide information to the memiaany
education-related matter unless authorized to ddhsough
Yukon Education’s communication uriitit even goes as far as
instructing staff to get direction from the depaetrh if they
plan to attend an education-related function whexeor she
might be asked to provide information to the medtathe
event. With this new policy, my question is simpleill teach-
ers be allowed to speak at public meetings arohedame-sex
policy, write letters about school calendars, okentheir views
known about F.H. Collins Secondary School planning?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in my previous an-
swer, these guidelines are in draft form. There far¢her
changes being made to them based on input thabéers re-
ceived from the Yukon Teachers Association and rgthEhe
purpose of them is to provide Yukon Education empds
with the direction and guidance they need when timake
public statements about education-related issuessd guide-
lines were shared in draft form with the Yukon Treers Asso-
ciation about a week and a half ago, and there Hmmen
changes made based on the feedback that was rededra
the Yukon Teachers Association.

So again, we hear often, particularly from the Memior
Takhini-Kopper King, about the power of words imsthouse,

so | think the most important word that has to bsoaiated
with this document is “draft”.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his answer.
Good decision-making requires open and accountaistamu-
nication. There is cause for concern. This poliogg above
and beyond previous policies, and the timing seiatenided to
muzzle and silence teachers who have built relgkips in the
community and have valuable perspectives on whaksvimr
our children. School staff members are importamtngas, and
their viewpoints must be heard.

Muzzling public servants is not the reasonable sewf
action, but it is par for the course from a goveeninthat has
become the most secretive in Canada with regaattess to
information and shows it is not interested in petitey whistle-
blowers.

Will this government show some respect for Educatio
employees, drop this insulting draft policy and mige that
they will not bring in across-the-board gag ordersthe larger
public service?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to
the member opposite, | do listen to the questibrgpuld en-
courage him to listen to my answers as well.

I have said that these guidelines are in draft fofimere
has been consultation with the Yukon Teachers Asgon.
Further changes are being contemplated based sa tliscus-
sions with the Yukon Teachers Association and athéfe’re
looking to provide guidance to Yukon Education eoyples
with what they need when they make public statemabbut
education-related issues. That's why we’'ve takezsehdraft
guidelines out to the Yukon Teachers Associatiod athers.
Of course the Yukon Teachers Association is reptesige of
all of our teachers.

Question re: Internet service reliability

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, one issue that was high-
lighted in last year's budget speech was the néifialor unre-
liability of our Internet service. At the time, tlremier said,
and | quote: “...broadband capacity could be improesd
there is no redundancy.”

This is an issue that the Liberal caucus has hgbtdid as
well.

Despite the Premier’s lofty budget pronouncemethisre
was no funding to actually improve broadband cdpaci

Last fall, | asked the Minister of Economic Deveatognt
what his government was going to do to addressisbise. At
that time, he said it was a private sector probéeh really had
nothing to do with the government. Earlier thisryehe minis-
ter changed his opinion. At a luncheon, he annaditice gov-
ernment would be funding a bankable feasibilitydgttio ex-
amine an alternate fibre optic link to Juneau thgfo8kagway.

How much money has been set aside, and when wsgll th
feasibility study be completed?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | thank the member opposite for the
question. It's a valuable one and certainly ond ties been
brought to my attention by a humber in the busir@ssmu-
nity, as well as a number of industry organizatidike the
Yukon Chamber of Commerce and the Yukon Information
Technology and Industry Society. In this budget mhember
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will see — as I'm sure we will get into when we déb the
budget in Committee of the Whole — a number of fogd
mechanisms that have been made available to thityar
industry and to that particular project.

sector proponents, like Northwestel and like othdustry rep-
resentatives from YITIS, to advance telecommunicegiinfra-
structure in the north.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to point out to the member oppo-

With regard to the announcements | made at the lobbam site that there is only one of me. | can't be ewdrgre. I'm

lunch, we committed to a series of actions that gomg to
help us move forward with telecommunications depelent in
the territory. We have undertaken a number of theasteons
already, like providing annual core funding to Y$[Ithe
Yukon Information Technology and Industry Sociedg, well
as working with them to implement the recommendtetiin
their sector study. We're working collaborativelytiwthe pri-
vate sector. We're engaged in a number of processts
Northwestel through the CRTC, and we remain engagtda
number of other private sector components to advaete-
communications infrastructure and programming ses/iin
the territory.

The key point here I'd like to make is that we urstiend
that telecommunications are important to northexnand to
Yukoners specifically, and we’re working hard tovadce that
infrastructure.

Mr. Silver:
also appreciate his enthusiasm about this projestsh there
was more enthusiasm. Improvements to our broadbapalcity
are essential in improving our small business cditneness.
This was one of the main findings of a study coneddast
year by Yukon College. The minister painted a gretismal
picture of the current situation at the luncheaoat thspoke of
earlier in February — high prices for services, lspeed, dis-
ruptions in service, et cetera. After 10 years ffice, the
Yukon Party is finally addressing an issue thaidsving down
the progress of our IT industry — better late thamer.

We know the cost of fixing the redundancy issuepward
of $15 million. It won't happen without significarontribu-
tions from this government and from the privatet@eds the
government prepared to make that investment?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
opposite that | was elected in the fall of 201% slame year as
he was. He also notes and characterized my speakites
from the lunch event. | found it a bit humorous dese of
course he wasn't there, so he obviously didn't finehough of
a priority to join the Yukon chamber in discussthgse impor-
tant issues. It's nice to hear him bring it uphe House and to
debate it now.

Now, | have clearly made this a priority for the fdaet-
ment of Economic Development. We have created aifgpe
directorate within the Department of Economic Depehent,
particularly for the advancement of technology dekkcom-
munications infrastructure.

As well, as he has noted, we've indicated that wi&el to
conduct a feasibility study of the possibility ofradundant
fibre optic line to the south through Juneau andskh. Of
course, we're exploring a number of models for thrasently.
There are a number of different ways that couldpkap As
I've said, and as the member opposite noted, ndnthis
would be possible without some significant role tloe private
sector so, of course, we're going to stay engagiil pvivate

going to keep it to the topic here.

It's too bad that the government had to bail oet Hospi-
tal Corporation to the tune of $27 million. Sometludit money
could have come to support the continuing growthtthaf IT
sector — the private sector. It could have been tiseaddress
the redundancy issues that the government itseiftifled as a
concern a year ago. It could have been used toowepbroad-
band services.

At this point, the government has at least commhitie
spending $200,000 for a feasibility study, and tha positive
development. Again, this project is never going h@ppen
without a significant investment from the Yukon gowvment.
The minister has dropped his opposition to pardtig in this
project, and that’s a good thing. It will take antrébution from
the government and the private sector to make ansecon-
nection happen. Will the minister put on the rectoday a

| appreciate the minister's answers, and Icommitment to help this second connection?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: You know, technology changes as
we move along and, as the member opposite wagirgfdp,
10 years — | remember the first computer that Ighdthad a
hard drive that had 40 megabytes, and | never thotiat |
would ever fill that up, so things certainly do ojga as we
move along.

I think the reality is that what we're talking aliois a
strong economy and that's because of the 10 yédwatsthis
government has been in place. There is the opptyrtton di-
versify the economy and to have identified sucimghias a
knowledge network, which the Minister of Economievel-
opment has done an incredible job on in leadindonward.
Yes, we still have challenges. We talk about capacid speed
and the costs as well for telecommunications addmnédancy.

I would point out to the member This goes along with the challenges and the oppitits we

have on the infrastructure side of it, as wellrag@nsportation,
and we also continue to focus on issues like edutaind

health. Why? Because we have a growing economywvand
have a growing population because this governmentircues

to deliver with strong financial results, and wefr®ving this

territory forward for all Yukoners.

Question re:  Dawson City hospital
Ms. Stick: Last fall, the Minister of Health and Social

Services told Yukoners that his department hadhexh@ deci-
sion with Yukon Hospital Corporation regarding timedel of
care for Dawson. The minister said, “... it will be acute care
hospital”. At the time, the minister refused to ptention to
the Official Opposition’s repeated proposal that domsider
team-based collaborative care for Dawson, sayingaré |
quote: “That is not a decision we will change.” Téspanded
scope of nurses now working at the Dawson healtitree
would have no place in an acute care model direbtethis
minister. Nurses have been left facing uncertaturés and
some are making plans to leave. But things chamhpe.Pre-
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mier is now referring to hospitals or health cestire Watson
Lake and Dawson City.

Can the minister tell this House if the Yukon Pagtw-
ernment has reversed its decision about Dawsomy lagiracute
care hospital and describe what model of care lvéllimple-
mented?

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all, the member opposite
seems to believe that if you have a hospital im@raunity —
an acute care hospital in a community — it's themefimpos-
sible to have a collaborative care clinic, and’thaimply not
the way it is.

In the City of Whitehorse we have an acute careitals
We intend to keep that acute care hospital, butireealso in
the process of working together with the physiciansl the
Yukon Registered Nurses Association to establisblkabora-
tive care clinic — at least one immediately andresy as we
possibly can in the future.

The idea that an acute care facility cannot coextt col-
laborative clinics is incorrect in the first instan

Ms. Stick:
it would not change its decision. Now it seems éynlpe con-
templating collaborative care clinics also in thesenmunities.
The characteristic of decision-making on these halspall
along has been this repeated flip-flop. The fimdliytthe public
will pay has yet to be calculated. Yukoners onlyowknthat
costs are going up and up. Open, transparent plgrodsed on
real needs and capacities of Yukon patients and pheviders
would have prevented many of these overruns anaysiehe
public will be paying for, for a long time.

Will the minister provide an update for this Houwsesome
important items: an opening date of the Dawson italspnd a
progress report on staffing? Will the minister cointo the
inclusion of nurse practitioners in the new hodgfta

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again, | have to wonder if
the member opposite listened to what | had to €ajlabora-
tive care clinics have been a priority of this goweent, but
they're not mutually exclusive. The fact that wesdan acute
care facility in a community does not negate thet fhat we
can also have a collaborative care clinic.

The reason the Premier and | have called both thesbn
City facility as well as the Watson Lake facilithealth care
facilities” is to clarify in not only the Oppositics mind, but
the minds of people in these communities that tlaeer’t only
acute care facilities. They are facilities thatlwaffer a huge
range of health practitioners and services to tlvosemunities.
That's what they were intended to do and that'stvthey will
continue to do, or they will do once they are opkne

Question re:  Energy supply and demand

Ms. White: “Transition” means shift, change, evolu-
tion, conversion. It implies a destination, a targelong-term
goal that is different from fossil fuels. When Yukd&nergy
Corporation released itdNG Transition Option — Background
Paper, many Yukoners were actively participating in eyer
charettes. The assumption was that Yukon was |go&tnop-
tions to move away from fossil fuel dependencyt tha gov-
ernment was interested in Yukoners' expertise amati into
their energy future.

Yukoners have now learned that the Minister of Bper
Mines and Resources has a very different view wherold
this House, and | quote, “Transition fuel is thekgn Energy
Corporation phrasing. | think a better choice ofagwould be
to refer to it as a replacement for the role thasel has played
in the system.”

Will the minister confirm that his vision of Yuka®'en-
ergy future will be a planned ongoing reliance agreenhouse
gas-emitting fossil fuel?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | know the Member for Takhini-
Kopper King is very fixated on wind, as we’ve hearda num-
ber of occasions in this House. | will remind thember and
all Yukoners of the commitments that government enadd
the statements we made in the 2011 election campeitpre
we expressed our commitment to the long-term dewveémt of
hydro resources. Those do take a significant amotiiime
though, as the member does not appear to realaelakge
scale hydro, the engineering process and the pgargjirocess
is years in the making. Again, what | said in theusle that the

The government was adamant last fall thatmember has taken out of context is the fact thhink a better

characterization of the role of liquefied naturalsgwould be
replacement for diesel’s role in the system.

There has for quite some time — for decades — ig=n
sel generation as part of the system, but basatieemforma-
tion — not only our view of information but whatli@ppening
in other Canadian and U.S. jurisdictions — liquéfieatural
gas is being used as an alternative for new engeggrations
because, according to the U.S. energy informatamimistra-
tion, new natural gas-fired plants are also muchaper to
build than new renewable or nuclear plants.

Ms. White: Replacement means “substitute”, or “to
take the place of”. Contrary to many of the godlthe energy
strategy that he signed off on, this minister ibs$ituting one
fossil fuel for another. In saying liquefied natugas burns
cleaner, the minister conveniently ignores its fcyicle life
costs. The minister refuses to factor in the emrirental costs
of the extraction and transportation of liquefiegtural gas:
impacts on water and impacts on the air througlaréety of
emissions. These are costs that the minister etiees:
“Someone else will pay and some other generatidimpay.”

Today is Earth Day, and we believe that the Mimiste
Energy, Mines and Resources should explain howefigd
natural gas is better than renewable energies oenaimon-
mental basis. Will the minister reconsider his cdtnmant to
LNG and honour the energy strategy he signed byingak at-
son Lake the community where he can, “support aemah-
strate renewable energy projects in communitieshaffelectri-
cal grid to reduce diesel use™?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, I'll give the Member for
Takhini-Kopper King credit that, unlike her leadshe’s not
engaging in this in such an aggressive manner linamguage
or using such polarizing terms. The fact that she ther facts
wrong in coming to this House is not helpful.

The community of Watson Lake — the project therds—
not a Yukon government corporation project. Yukamekgy
Corporation is, of course, owned by a governmeia@rcor-
poration, YDC. The Yukon Electrical Company is #eyvice
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provider in Watson Lake. They are a private utithgt is regu-
lated by the Yukon Utilities Board. They are chogsiright

now — and they're going forward in front of YESABgit

now with an application — to mix liquefied natugds in with

diesel fuel in one of their existing generationtsirds an alter-
native that they believe, as well, will be both @per and cre-
ate less carbon emissions.

It's not this government or | saying liquefied natugas is
a choice worth looking at as a replacement foredids really
reflects what is going on in Canada and in the éshitates.
That includes the fact that natural gas-fired @aatcount for
60 percent of capacity additions between 2010 &fb2ac-
cording to the EIA annual energy outlooks preditsio

Speaker:  The member’s time has elapsed.

Ms. White: What I'm looking for here is political
will, direction and leadership. There are environtakimpacts
the minister is ignoring in supporting liquefiedtmal gas.

There are issues on the economic side too. Thestaini
has yet to demonstrate that he is making fiscakponsible
energy decisions. In directing that the fossil fublG replace
diesel, the minister has not spoken to the harimniplct vola-
tile commodity prices can have on our economy. Hartthe
minister has stood up in this House and demonsiritat he
does not have the latest information about theah@conomic
feasibility of renewable energies. He cannot mdlee dase of
liquefied natural gas based on a comparative casefit
analysis with other options because he is not lupkit other
options.

Will the minister admit that he never seriously siclered
any renewable options to replace the reliance @setlifor
Watson Lake, and will he agree to present thedodit-benefit
analysis he used to make this decision?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What we just saw is the Member
for Takhini-Kopper King be presented with the faarsd yet
asking her final questions without reflecting ongh facts. It is
not the Yukon government that is proceeding with finoject
currently in front of YESAB in Watson Lake; it isg@ivately
owned utility, Yukon Electrical Company Limited.

Perhaps the member will hear it this time. They @@
posing to take their existing generation facilityix in the use
of liquefied natural gas with diesel as a bi-fuption in one of
their existing generation units. They believe iaigheaper al-
ternative. It is not just the Yukon government thelieves lig-
uefied natural gas is a cost-effective energy @dive given
the member some examples from other Canadian ictitsas
and U.S. reports.

| would point out that for the Casino project —ttlsam-
pany also believes liquefied natural gas is a chespurce and
there are other mines, both operating and in tleegss of
bringing forward their mine project in the develogmh stage,
that are looking at liquefied natural gas inste&dliesel be-
cause they believe it is a cheaper, more costteféeoption
and because they believe that it is cheaper thaewable en-
ergies like the member’s preferred option of wiwthjch, quite
frankly, is not the best option in some cases.iBstsomething
that we will continue to look at.

Speaker:

elapsed.
The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Order please. The member's time has

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order. The matter before the Cottenri is
Vote 51, Department of Community Services, in Blb. 10,
First Appropriation Act, 2013-14

Would members like to take a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 51,
Department of Community Services, in Bill No. Hst Ap-
propriation Act, 2013-14

Department of Community Services

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Madam Chair. I'd like
to thank our officials from the Department of Commity Ser-
vices for joining us here this afternoon in todag&bate, and |
would like to thank the members of the Legislatimethe op-
portunity to speak to our department’s budget fat214.

| also want to extend a large thank you to each ey
official within the Department of Community Servictor their
hard work and commitment on behalf of Yukon citiz¢éoward
healthy, sustainable communities — vibrant, healtustain-
able communities in the territory. | have held thatfolio for
just over a year — a year and some — and it negases to
amaze me all that is encompassed in this very ttapat,
which is very important and touches upon the lieksach and
every citizen of this territory.

That said, the department’s main estimates includé
over $93 million in capital expenditures and juby ©f $76
million in operation and maintenance expenditures.

As | mentioned, the Department of Community Service
continues to play a very important role in helpithg Yukon
government achieve our vision of moving forwardetbgr by
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investing in programs and services that lead to \dbrant,
healthy and sustainable communities. The departs@0t.3-
14 budget includes a number of strategies to addeeg chal-
lenges and priorities important to Yukoners as weves to
bring about long-term benefits for the territory.

Within this budget is some very positive news farkgn
people and our communities as we continue to workchieve
a better quality of life and grow the economy, pobtthe envi-

ronment and promote good government. The 2013-1#h ma

estimates for Community Services include a numbdnigh-
lights that promote a better quality of life for Maners. These
include $750,000 for flood mitigation and riverbasiabiliza-
tion in a number of communities, which includes Magnd
Upper Liard.

In Mayo, we remain committed to working toward a-pe
manent engineered solution for winter flood conantl we're
working to do just that with our partners that g Yukon
Energy, Village of Mayo, and the Na Cho Nyak DumsENa-
tion. The Community Services main estimates alstude just
over $700,000 for a mobile live fire training fawilthat will go
toward improving firefighter training for municipals well as
volunteer fire departments across the territory.yés will re-
call, this is part of our overall capital enhancetsein struc-
tural fire protection that we announced earlier ustjshy of a
year ago — which includes just under $2 millionaihditional
capital improvements within the Yukon Fire MarskaDffice.
It's part of our commitment to increase public safgcross the
territory and includes funding to increase the namdf deputy
fire marshals by adding two new positions, incnegdraining
for volunteer firefighters, and continuing with pigbawareness
about fire prevention and the importance of earyning de-
vices such as smoke alarms and carbon monoxidetdete
This budget includes an increase of approximatég0$00.

We have also allocated $165,000 to donate anotli&t-b
ing lot in phase 2 of the Whistle Bend subdivisfon Habitat
for Humanity Yukon, whose work helps Yukon familieslize
the dream of home ownership.

We have also included within this year's budge6%8il-
lion for the construction of a new fire hall in tbemmunity of
Beaver Creek that will better meet the needs ofldleal fire
department, also inclusive of emergency medicalices as
well as search and rescue teams. We have allog&tedillion
for the construction of the Ross River recreatiemtre. We
look forward to turning ground on the project tbjgring and
know that it will be a very important facility fothe entire
community.

local sport organizations and communities. The héateral
agreement is an extension of the sport fundingnaraghat has
been in place since 2003. Throughout each of tlzegee-
ments, approximately $4 million in shared fundires Hhelped
to improve the athlete, coach and official develeptand is
helping to increase participation by rural, aberédj youth,
female and other under-represented populationsigimaut our
sport system.

The renewed agreement includes three years ofrigridi
support of those goals, with a total commitment ihaludes
$933,825 from Yukon and just over $755,000 fromrS@an-
ada. The funding will directly benefit key orgartipas like the
kids recreation fund, sport governing bodies anthroanity
sport and physical activity leaders, all of whictoypde pro-
grams and support participants, coaches, officatsl our
young, rural and aboriginal athletes.

Also in this year's budget is $285,000 for the reed ac-
tive living strategy. Of course | was very pleasechave the
Minister of Health and Social Services join me omeiVhite-
horse Elementary School. We kicked off this vergagran-
nouncement in support of the renewed active livitrgitegy.
It's in support of boosting physical activity legehmong Yuk-
oners of all ages and addressing kids in the eaygs and the
whole spectrum. It will specifically improve aftechool pro-
grams that will benefit kids and youth in all commities and
really target that key active after-school timenir8:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.

The 2013-14 main estimates for the department cdse
tain highlights that promote the economy. The dipant con-
tinues to work to bring new residential lots to tharket, and
we strive to keep costs as low as possible. Weamanitted to
making land available to Yukon communities, cortrex and
homeowners and anticipate that our efforts in 203 2nd now
in this fiscal year will deliver an adequate suppfyots to the
market to meet the demand for years ahead.

Sustained efforts in the future are helping to nmetcol-
lective challenges with respect to making land laée. An
increasing supply will result in more housing opgalown the
road as contractors and individuals build and dgvgrowing
subdivisions.

Some $30 million plus in this year’s budget inclsidest
over $25 million for the completion of stages 1 @nith Whis-
tle Bend and planning for stages 3, 4 and 5. $bamils identi-
fied for developing lots in a number of other conmities, in-
clusive of Carmacks, as well as subdivision devalept plan-
ning work for new residential lots in other comnties around

Our commitment to supporting Team Yukon and Yukon’sthe territory.

youth and seniors at major games continues this yéa have
allocated $50,000 in new funding for the Canada rf8am
Games, bringing our total commitment to $100,00&0AN-
cluded in the budget is $90,000 for Team Yukonkparations
for the 2014 North American Indigenous Games. Winae
to recognize the importance of major games fordéeelop-
ment of our athletes, officials, coaches and mahgrs.

To increase participation and access to sport éntéri-
tory, we're continuing our sport bilateral agreemeiith the
Government of Canada — again in support of thertsffof

Community Services continues to play a significesie
when it comes to improving and modernizing commgunit
based infrastructure in the territory. In all, méhan $40 mil-
lion in Building Canada funding has been identifiedthis
year’'s budget. Providing infrastructure that impmewthe qual-
ity of life for Yukoners and supports our econorgiowth will
definitely help ensure that we are able to meet mamity
needs as our territory continues to grow.
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Our ongoing work with Canada, municipalities andsfi
Nation governments is helping us to work toward riovjng
vibrant, healthy and sustainable communities.

This year's infrastructure investments will alssuk in
the completion of the Whitehorse and the Carcroatesront
projects that have brought about the revitalizatdbhe com-
munity downtown core along the water. Centrepieckshe
waterfront project include the new wharf, whichIvide land-
scaped this summer and is sure to be a great fdacaitdoor
performances in support of tourism and culturalivigt
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre and Whitehorse Publibriry
are key features of the new Whitehorse waterfrodtthey are
also proving to be a tremendous addition to thernanity.

While Building Canada remains a focus, we're atsaki}
ing to the future, where Yukon will play a key ratethe na-
tion-wide effort to develop a new long-term infrasture plan
for Canada. We have experienced significant ecooqris-
perity over the last several years and it is esalahiat we con-
tinue to build that momentum into the future.

Predictable and sustainable long-term infrastriectsup-
port is essential for Yukon and in particular Ceaiachorthern
territories. We have very much benefited from aintj fund-
ing agreements with Canada and we’re very muchitgpofor-
ward to building upon the success on a go-forwasish

Main estimates for Community Services also conlgh-
lights which promote good governance. We have agsd
municipal grant funding for this fiscal year based a new
five-year comprehensive municipal grant, and thésryjust
over $18 million is earmarked as transfers thatdigectly to
each of Yukon’s eight municipal governments. Thev fesi-
dential Landlord and Tenant Atttat was approved by the Leg-
islative Assembly in the fall of 2012 also providesery clear
legal framework that works for tenants and landiotd pro-
mote a healthy private rental market that's in liwith best
practices from across the country.

$323,000 is dedicated to establishing the resideten-
ancy office in Whitehorse and a follow-through omr @om-
mitment to strengthening governance around landlcadd
tenancy. | am pleased to report that the new direuft the of-
fice began work at the end of March and will aimheve the
new office in place by the end of the year. In stenmve will
be seeking public comment on the regulations tomgany
the legislation already in place. We look forward gaining
input from Yukoners on a number of important isssesh as
minimum rental standards.

Also, this summer, Yukon will be hosting the 201 Bis
ters of local governance meetings here in Whitedowith the
key focus of discussing details of the new federahstructure
funding programs for gas tax and the Building Canado-
gram. We were very pleased to hear that Canadedmasiitted
to a 10-year extension and look forward to workimigh the
Government of Canada and, of course, our partrenes in the
territory and elsewhere about the details for afisgictions
and ensuring that momentum continues.

With the increase in home ownership in Yukon, weeha
budgeted an increase in homeowner. grants. An iaddit
$270,000 in 2013-14 has been added, bringing tia¢ tebates

provided to Yukoners to $3.5 million. We're antiating 8,300
homeowner grant applications this year — up fro®5@,in
2011-12, at an average of about $420 per household.

Community Services continues to invest in commansiti
and people. The department’s budget reinforcescoommit-
ment through the many projects that we have underwhich
represent significant contributions toward ongoingprove-
ments in infrastructure, such as drinking watersteavater,
solid waste, and sport and recreation.

It's a budget that ensures public safety progrant ser-
vices and maintains our government’s commitmenerter-
gency response and protecting life and propertyn@anity
Services fosters strong local governance, protectsumers,
regulates corporate services, provides for buildiafety and
access to public libraries and contributes to hgalactive
communities.

Guided by four pillars — achieving a better quabifylife,
environment, the economy and good government —gour
ernment is definitely making a difference in theeb of many
Yukoners.

Madam Chair, Community Services supports commumitie
in a variety of ways, from infrastructure developijeas |
touched upon earlier, to our commitment to publéfety,
emergency response through the delivery of Emesgbtedi-
cal Services, Wildland Fire Management, EmergenamasdA
ures, and structural fire protection under the Hitarshal’s
Office.

With the 2013 forest fire season upon us, I'd liketake
this opportunity to acknowledge and to thank ouldVdind Fire
Management team, who are starting to prepare ®rs#ason
ahead. To support their work, we have allocatetiqusr $14.6
million in operation and maintenance for trainifigg suppres-
sion activities and other operations to manage ithigortant
public safety program in the Yukon.

Wildland Fire Management’'s capital budget includes
$815,000 for equipment replacement, upgrades dfdue re-
tardant systems to accommodate newer aircraftacepkquip-
ment, construction of fire camp staging areas, agigg com-
munication technology and replacing weather station

To better protect Yukoners and Yukon communitigs th
year, Wildland Fire Management will contract twdl-turbine
air tanker groups this fire season, with the int&himproving
response times, carrying heavy payloads and meetingnt
North American standards for air tankers. In tojagt over
$3.1 million is allocated in this year's budgetfgmvide this
service.

We are also pleased to provide $955,000 in suppbrt
FireSmart. It's a valuable program that continuekelp reduce
the risk of wildfire around communities. It's arfesftive way
for not-for-profit organizations, associations andnicipal and
First Nation governments to access funding, as a&lWild-
land Fire Management expertise and support, ingsafeling
our communities.

In this year’s budget there are allocations, asférenced,
dollars for a new Beaver Creek fire hall, but &€40,000 for
a replacement fire truck, upgrades to older finecks and
pumps, turnout gear, and breathing apparatustéitians. An-
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other almost $400,000 is allocated for other upegaidr vol-
unteer fire department equipment.

In total, it's just shy of $1.8 million identifiednder the
fire marshal’s capital budget for the new mobikrtng facil-
ity, trucks, fleet repair, turnout gear equipmemd so forth.

awaiting the results of the second set of testsaBge the per-
mitting was not patrticularly in place and the weths being
commissioned earlier, Environmental Health Servisesed a
boil water advisory just for the sake of being t@ug while we
await results of that testing. As | mentioned, e lBoping that

When it comes to the Emergency Measures Organigatiothose results will be received any time now, b finst set

we have dollars allocated for this important boalyrtanage its
operations, including allocations for personnelnirey, com-
munications equipment, contributions for marineioatistress
systems search and rescue support.

| see my time is growing short, and it's truly uritmate
because there is a lot more to talk about whearites to EMS
and, of course, when it comes to community devekmgm
sport and recreation, and the list goes on. Perhay8 just
conclude my remarks by again saying thank you o De-
partment of Community Services and to each andyemee of
the officials with whom | have had the opportunégd the
privilege of working with over the past year.

| continue to learn about the very many importard- p
grams and services provided by the department antincie to
work with stakeholders to advance those very itivés and
others of utmost importance.

Ms. Stick:
lengthy response, but would prefer to get into tjaes about
the department since there are so many areas agohprs that
this particular branch of the government coversould like to
thank the officials for being here today and fa tiriefing that
they gave to members. It was much appreciated.

I want to start off by kind of leaping ahead to sthing
that was very recently in the news and certainlg waoncern,
which was the boil water advisory in Watson Laken Wwon-
dering if the minister can give us an update onltbié water
advisory that was in Watson Lake that we heard attwough
the media on Friday, and along with that, perhagscdbe the
monitoring regime — how often water is tested ahde an-
ticipate any further problems in Watson Lake.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would like to thank the member
opposite. | don’t have the specific details rightfiont of me,
but as | understand, the boil water advisory i istieffect in
the Town of Watson Lake, but that is coming to ad.d be-
lieve it's quite imminent.

As | understand, it’s really attributed to one loé tommu-
nity wells being infiltrated with gravel and othilt, and as a
result of the shortage of water, it effectively wasut down.
Fortunately, due to the investments of Building & and
joint investments by Canada and Yukon, we did aii@ant
amount of work last summer and in years previouth&d on
upgrading sewer and water in the Town of Watsorel.ake of
which was to replace one of those community wétigact, we
do have a new well in place. What has transpiragady the
ability to hook up to the new well.

As | understand, it was tied in last November andas
part of our $7.5-million investment in the upgradesagain,
the lion’s share of that work that transpired lsginmer. The
water within Well No. 4 is being treated and, iotfave’re just
awaiting the results of the second set of tests. firkt set, as |
understand, are great — they meet the litmus tebitwe are

meets the tests, so to speak.

Ms. Stick: | was curious about something when look-
ing through the department. Under “Corporate Firerfsum-
mary,” we actually saw the amount of revenues drgpfrom
last year when we look at the total.

Part of that seems to be a considerably less amaiunt
money coming from Canada. | wonder if the ministeuld
comment and explain why the $10-million drop.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned in my opening re-
marks, this is due, in large part, to funding cagnto an end
from the current iteration of the Building Canadading pro-
gram. Yukon has greatly benefited over the lasesdwears,
as has every other jurisdiction in the country,ause of joint
funding investments, thanks to Canada. As | mestiprthe
Building Canada funding program comes to an end gear
— 2014. We have been working with Canada the lasple of

Madam Chair, | don’'t intend to make a years, particularly with our colleagues across tuwaintry.

We've been working in collaboration with the Assi@n of
Yukon Communities and our two northern territotiegoming
up with a new program that not only meets the amgieeds
of our municipalities and each of our communitiest really
meets the unique needs of the north.

When we talk about Watson Lake, that is but onergta
of the many needs of each of our communities inragigg
water and sewer or upgrading waste-water treatnrene-
sponse to new regulations, whether it's drinkingtexaor
treatment of waste water. These are costly expehseghey
are important upgrades that need to be adherél¢aontinue
to work closely with each of our community partnersa re-
placement program.

As | mentioned earlier, we're encouraged by Carmader
cent announcement of a new infrastructure fundiragmam,
and the federal Minister of Finance, Jim Flaheatynounced a
10-year Building Canada plan — a funding commitmgnt
provinces and territories — that would start nagtdl year
through a number of different funds.

Of course, we're very pleased with that announce e
cause | know even the Federation of Canadian Mpalities
and certainly each of the provinces and territonese looking
for that longer term commitment. Really, | do hawegive ac-
colades to the federal government for coming thinowgh this
program, because we've been able to pay greatiatteio a lot
of our infrastructure priorities in each of our aoomities over
the last several years, thanks to this funding ranog as well as
gas tax funding made available to unincorporatedranities,
municipalities and First Nation governments. Of rsa\ there
is a commitment from Canada that that will be comtid and,
in fact, will be indexed from here on out, and there also
other funding improvements that were announcedimithe
federal government’s budget as of recently.
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So we look forward to working with the federal gove
ment on a go-forward basis, but what this yeassdi budget
really reflects is a reduction in funding, becaitse coming to
an end. As | have stated on a number of occasisashave
been able to benefit because of the stimulus funttat has
been made available through Canada and we haveaéemo
leverage other funding mechanisms over the years.

So it has enabled the Yukon government and ouciaf§
to really extend the life of a Building Canada putjinto years
out. Money is still flowing; it's just not as muds there was
before. But we continue to invest in areas, suchhagson
Lake upgrades to sewer and water. When you loadk, ate
have pretty much invested in every single commuiityhe
territory. That's not the case when you talk toeotjurisdic-
tions in the country. | had a meeting with the mtest of FCM
not long ago about this very issue. She was verggeld to see
progress being made in the Yukon. In other provgnteat isn’t
the case. There have been communities that havebewr
touched, and it comes down to sheer volume of fimarbeing
made available. Here in the Yukon, | think thatdese of our
good working relationship with Association of Yukd&@om-
munities and each of the municipalities and unipocated
communities and First Nation governments, we’venbaae to
advance a lot of projects.

An infrastructure plan was put into place back D02,
identifying the most pressing of the issues. | sag that we
have been able to get at a lot of those. All tolthjnk the joint
infrastructure funding we have benefited from otlee last
several years has been over $265 million. Infrasitire devel-
opment continues to be a priority for our governtnéinnot
only provides a better quality of life for individls and citi-
zens, but it also helps provide that catalyst fobr@mic
growth in the territories. It's helping to build gacity in the
contracting community; it builds jobs; and it's pielg us to
comply with all these new regulations when it corteesliffer-
ent applications of water treatment.

In total in this year's budget we have just ovet $4illion
for new and ongoing Building Canada projects. Sofm#hose
projects include the following: Beaver Creek rogdjniades —
| know the Member for Kluane will be pleased to héat;
Burwash Landing road upgrades as well; completibBur-
wash wellhead protection; the completion of thecBzss water
treatment facility system upgrade; completion oé tRock
Creek water supply upgrades; Faro water and seiper ne-
placements and pumphouse; Haines Junction watervass
pump system upgrades; Mayo water, sewer and rogchdes;
completion of the Mayo community well and wateratraent
system upgrades; completion of Pelly Crossing nopgrades
— something that they have certainly advocated rfamy
years; completion of the Ross River drinking watgstem up-
grades; completion of the Ross River public worksility —
and the list goes on.

| could go on at great length about all of theggaitives,
but we're very pleased to be able to take advanddgeis pro-
ject funding. | just want to congratulate our muét govern-
ments and the Association of Yukon Communitiesworking
hand-in-hand with us to be able to advocate foew funding

program and thank all Members of the Legislativesexsbly
for giving unanimous consent to a motion in suppdrnother
iteration of Building Canada.

Ms. Stick: I'm glad to hear that we will see the gas
tax and Building Canada moving on in the indexingpich
should increase the amount somewhat. I'm wondeifirte
minister's anticipating any other increases ondbghe index-
ing after the meetings this summer that she alluded

I know every municipality has a list of the profgthat are
important to them and to their community to maintaf not
improve, on existing infrastructure. Whether it'sar€ross,
Whitehorse or any other incorporated or unincorgaraom-
munity, | know everyone has a list. The ministernti@ed
that there was a plan in 2009 that laid out thasgepts and
how they were to proceed. That was four years Bgowon-
dering, knowing that we have 10 years of fundingiicw, if
there is a new plan in place that will begin tok@a the list of
projects still left on the table that haven’t beeldressed.

As part of that, it's always in partnerships — pafrtthat
which has been difficult for municipalities is thgraying their
portion of a project. I'm wondering if the ministeould speak
to that, please.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | can say that earlier this year | had
the opportunity to visit a significant number ofnomunities
and got to have another opportunity to sit dowrhvaach of
the mayors and councils to talk first-hand, to f#es¢-hand, the
many joint investments that our government, couphéth
Canada, has made over the last number of yeaesd to say
how very pleased | was with the progress being mistmici-
palities are also very pleased with much of thegprss that has
been made. As the member opposite has stated, ithardot
more work to be done. Yukon is not immune to theastruc-
ture deficit that the rest of the country seedfitse but we've
been able to address a lot of the different neadgdorities of
communities over the years. Road upgrades, as lioned
before, waste-water treatment, drinking water uggsa solid-
waste improvements — all of these are very, verydrtant to
each of our communities.

These are perhaps things some of our citizens alayfor
granted until things don’t work any more. Thenetlty exac-
erbates the situation in which we find ourselves.

As | mentioned earlier, we are encouraged by thesne
Based on what was within the budget, we know theas just
over $32 billion announced for a community improesm
fund, which includes the indexed gas tax fundingnad as
GST rebates for municipalities. As | understandhigt is also
being made an eligible project category, expandeth¢lude
sport and recreation, which is something commusigied mu-
nicipalities across the territory have continuedattvocate for
— making funding available for sport and recreation

We haven't received any detailed information onheat
these funds. There is a new $14-billion Buildingh&da fund
and also just over a $1-billion for the P3 Canadalf Here in
the north, given our size and our sheer lack ofima, that is
not as pertinent to us as perhaps the Building @afiand and
the gas tax funding.
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They are early days, in terms of the details oséhfunds.
It is an earmark of dollars that have been annadinard we
look forward to collaborating with our provinciah@territorial
colleagues and working with the Government of Caniadthe
months to come — discussing the implications aiso &bok-
ing forward to some one-on-one discussions with adanto
learn of those added details in the coming months.

As | stated, we are pleased, as we have advochiidray
for quite some time that there in fact be a lormgatepredict-
able, stable and — in terms of the north — a badggsfunding
application formula. So that's really vital for Yok, espe-
cially, and it's encouraging to see those prinGpie’ve advo-
cated for being reflected in the federal budget.

As | also mentioned earlier, at the onset of myars,
later on this summer, as the chair of the ministéi®cal gov-
ernment, we will be hosting this year’'s meetinghthitehorse.
When | was in Ottawa back in February, | believwass, | had
the opportunity to meet with the federal Ministefr State
Fletcher, who is also responsible for infrastrueturalso met
with a number of other ministers to talk about tbaure of
infrastructure. It was at that time that we extehtlee invita-
tion to the federal minister to attend this ye&®T meeting in
Whitehorse. He has committed to take part in thosetings,
and we look forward to what | am sure is going &avery
interesting dialogue. In the meantime, we will doné to work
with each of our community stakeholders and pastiteren-
sure that all of our communities receive maximumefig from
federal infrastructure spending, as we have irptss.

This is but one example of how we are working thget

When we look to thé@ur Towns, Our Futurenitiatives,
we've been able to garner so much success oveyedies —
success in coming forward with a new five-year coghpnsive
municipal grant program, working on thunicipal Act re-
view, which is coming along, working on sustaingpiindica-
tors, working on a new asset management initiatoreour
municipalities and First Nation governments, wogkon solid-
waste management improvements in our communitiddaard
projects.

We will continue to work closely with municipaliseand
our communities and, of course, we will ensure thahicipal
interests are represented at the national tableetisas the lo-
cal table.

Ms. Stick:
remarks from the minister. I'm going to start witie Beaver
Creek fire hall. She mentioned a few other progrédmswould
be involved with that, including search and resdim. won-
dering if the minister can tell us whether thisdenhas gone
out for construction and when the end date wilFdrethe pro-
ject to be completed.

Does the other piece of that in that amount of @&3.@il-
lion include the fit-out of the new facility also?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
fire hall, again we are very pleased that we aoegeding with
the replacement of this facility. As | mentionede \are not
only proceeding with the replacement of the firél, Haut it's a
new structure that will effectively be able to heusre and
emergency medical services apparatus as well ashsead

rescue. The planning, the design phase is undeft&gched-
uled for completion later on this year with constron ex-
pected to start following the implementation phagproval.

I understand it will be let early summer and wiltiude a
number of bays, as | mentioned, that will accomn®dae
apparatus, one for EMS and a bay for a searchesulie four-
by-four. It is definitely a model that we would ¢iko continue
to use as we continue to upgrade fire halls adfusgerritory
and it's a means of coordinating and really intdggaemer-
gency response services across the territory.

We're really excited about this project coming oreland
we’re hoping for completion, | believe, at the esfdthe year
with an occupation date probably in 2014. Againyilt help
address a number of the concerns that have bestifiiele over
the years in terms of lack of space for fire trueksl also for
room between the vehicles for firefighters to operia a safe
manner.

It is under the management of Property Management,

which is housed under Highways and Public Workss Tist
augments the many improvements that we have belentab
make in terms of upgrading and improving respomngesn it
comes to fire management in the territory.

As | mentioned, we were very pleased to responohiie
nicipal requests for additional assistance whesoihes to ad-
dressing structural fire in municipalities. The gqmehensive
municipal grant, which is included in this year'sdget — the
new formula — also includes a contribution of $2liom over
five years in support of municipal fire departments

Likewise, it also adds on to upgrades that we Hasen
able to make as a result of the new funding — atr§@smil-
lion in increased funding that was announced last yn sup-
port of the Fire Marshal’s Office. This is very ionant; not
only will it assist all of our unincorporated comnities and
their volunteer fire departments, but it will rgadissist many of
our municipalities as they go forward as well.

Accessing assistance through training, providirasé¢hlife
safety inspections, providing those audits of &lbor respec-
tive fire departments and working hand in hand vetth of
the fire departments — again, during our communiits
earlier this year in January and February, | hadogportunity
to meet with many of our volunteer fire departmearts | was
very impressed with the level of collaboration thet do have

| want to go back to some of the openingbetween the Fire Marshal's Office and our commansiti

They're very appreciative of the investments insén@overn-
ment programs and services, which are really hglpiany of
our departments one-on-one.

When it comes to volunteer firefighters — and | wnitis
week marks National Volunteer Week across the e¢gunt we
have over 225 active volunteer firefighters, oversdy 16
district fire chiefs in unincorporated Yukon. Thadbesn't in-
clude the fire chiefs within municipalities and etlcommuni-

In speaking to the Beaver Creek ties. They provide invaluable work and servicesbehalf of

Yukon citizens.

So again, we are very pleased to work toward piogid
that necessary training and equipment to respofaelysand
effectively. | just want to say thank you and catglations to
our Fire Marshal’s Office and to the many men aminen of
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the fire service who give it their all every dayeach of our
communities. | know many of them have been recaghizith

teers throughout the territory. | have had the opmity to
meet many of them one-on-one. | certainly apprectaeir

Diamond Jubilee medals and many other commemogatiorwillingness to do the service that they provides. Vital and it's

over the past year. They are all deserved, andeweary
pleased to continue our work alongside those deeants.

Ms. Stick:
Fire Management and mentioned that $14.6 milliors wat
aside for this year. | have two questions arourd. that did
we spend last year on Wildland Fire Managementh Wigard
to the air tankers, how many air tankers do wecgate will
be here this summer?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We're just looking up those details.
| can say that part of the funding for Wildland é~iManage-
ment includes direct contributions into the revotyifund. In
terms of the actual breakdown, we’re just lookihgttup right
now, as we speak.

In terms of the number of air tanker crews, | do mave
that information. As | understand — I'm just loogirat the
information before me — we have two turbine-equiper
tanker groups and of course one that was tendéteeljeve,
last year, and then the other was tendered the hefare. |
think they are for five-year contracts.

As | mentioned earlier, this is all designed to amte re-
sponse times and to really meet the fire expomireqents of
other fire management agencies that you'll findhe rest of
the country, as well as North America.

In addition to those aircraft, Wildland Fire Managsnt
was also able to install, as part of those addificiollars, new
jet-A fuel systems in Dawson City, Mayo and Watsake air
tanker bases at a cost of just over $1 millions Bignificant. |
think it's an investment for the future and thisgeas | under-
stand, will be the first year that both of thosetanker groups
will be actually going in full fledged, unlike lagear when we
only had the one contract underway.

So there are a couple, as | understand it.

Ms. Stick:
such a great group of dedicated people — mostlyntekers —
who are ready to be there for emergency medicaliceess or
other emergencies throughout the Yukon.

very much appreciated by the Government of Yukboah be
said that without the 150-plus volunteers acros&oriy this

The minister was speaking of Wildland task would not be possible.

It's not a task that each and every one of us @antds
very difficult work and much appreciated and vallmdevery
single citizen of this territory. Community Servicies working
with the Volunteer Ambulance Society on a new agreet
that focuses on three primary areas of volunteeogmition,
community outreach operations and education, whidhclu-
sive of training.

We have been working closely with VAS, which is te
ronym, to really determine what suite of trainirgsbaddresses
EMS-volunteer needs and under what time frame taeybe
delivered, given operational considerations. Asidierstand it,
EMS provides core course training to EMS voluntemnsan
annual basis and remains committed to continuiagphactice.

Those discussions are underway. | also wanted tkema
reference to the new primary care paramedic prograyfukon
College, which was announced last year. Thanksdongibu-
tion from the community development fund, we webdeao
partner up with Yukon College and deliver thisnimag here at
home.

It really enables students to carry out this neimary care
paramedic program in the territory while obtainthgs level of
training for Yukon EMS. As | understand, there siseprimary
care paramedics who are expected to graduateghigsand |
think it's a great example of what is being doneselr to home
without having to leave the territory and addingthe ex-
penses.

Mr. Deputy Chair, we continue to work with VAS and
carry on with the COR training with EMS operatorsl &on-
tinue to elaborate on what can be provided hehmute, which

The Yukon is indeed fortunate to haveis what | just alluded to through Yukon College. A®sure, we

very much value their contributions and commenahtfier the
level of service that is being delivered on bebélhe Yukon.
Ms. Stick: Moving on, | was looking at some of the

There is an MOU between the Yukon government, EMSstatistics under the Fire Marshal’s Office and d laafew ques-

and the Volunteer Ambulance Society that outlifesrespon-
sibilities and commitments made by volunteers. €heere
issues around protective clothing, which | underdtdave
been resolved, but there still remain some concarosnd the
training that’'s being delivered and received bystheolun-
teers.

What | would like to hear from the minister, pleasethe
Yukon government’s contribution for volunteer amdnde
training in this past year and the same for theoopog 2013-
14, and whether the minister can confirm for us teeall of
the EMS volunteers have been trained in those oegaire-
ments and are able to do the whole scope of tbéir \What
were the contributions of the government? The cerpiire-
ments — do all EMS volunteers have that?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
opposite articulated, we very much value the hasckvand the
commitment of all of our Emergency Medical Servisetun-

tions there. One is fairly simple — it had to dathwstorage
tank inspections. | just want clarification on wkatds of stor-
age tanks those were. | was also curious about kifbatafety
inspections are.

In particular around the storage tank inspectians,see
quite a drop from 2012 to 2013. | wondered if thess a rea-
son that we saw it go from 75 to 30. What triggitrsse life
safety inspections or the storage tank inspections?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Recognizing I'm not a firefighter
myself, forgive me on behalf of the Fire MarshaDéfice if
I'm not able to articulate this correctly. Inspects for storage
tanks, as | understand it, refers to residentiel $tiorage tanks.
The Fire Marshal’s Office has what | would coinaasery di-
verse portfolio that ranges from the administrate@md en-

Mr. Deputy Chair, as the member forcement of legislation to fire ground operatiarsd investi-

gations across the territory. It includes the adstiation of the
Fire Prevention Actthe national fire code, th®asoline Han-
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dling Act and administration of permits and inspections for

above- and below-ground storage tanks for petrolproducts,
essentially, pursuant to the storage tank reguistio

I know we went through this ourselves as homeowrsars
when the removal of your storage tank is requiced needs a
permit.

That permit can be pulled from the Fire Marshalfice
and then, of course, that triggers an inspectioanture that it
is completed in a proper manner. That is effecyivael exam-
ple. When it comes to life safety inspections, asentioned,
the Fire Marshal’'s Office operates some 16 fireadgpents
across the territory, primarily in unincorporateahonunities.
In order to ensure firefighter safety at all of sbdire depart-
ments we oversee, the Fire Marshal's Office manadlesf
that firefighter training. It includes developmemtd implemen-
tation of fire department policy, administrativeeosight, and
also undertakes operation and maintenance fomh#fifks, fire-
fighting vehicles and equipment.

It also provides life safety inspections of varidusldings
throughout the territory, fire cause investigatiamsl, as | men-
tioned before, firefighter training to all of theumicipalities
and provides select services provided to Dawson \&@hite-
horse upon request from the respective fire departsn

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | don’t have those specific details,
so I'm a little bit loath to provide that informati for fear of
providing the wrong information and then being ected at a
later time, so I'll certainly look into that. We dwave a set of
regulations — forgive me, | don’t have that setrefulations
right in front of me — that oversees this activibyt we’ll cer-
tainly look into finding that information.

Ms. Stick: | don't expect every answer to be perfect,
but | would appreciate if the minister would unaéd to find
that information and make it available, please.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | believe | just committed to that.

Ms. Stick: | have some questions about the ambulance
station in Whitehorse that is going up at the corak the
Alaska Highway and Robert Service Way and I'm wairdgif
the minister could please give us an update on thaiarticu-
lar I'm looking for opening dates.

Will it be on time? Is it on budget at this poirt™ also
looking to the minister for a description of whaillvbe avail-
able at that ambulance station. Is it just for #mbulance
crews and their vehicles or will there be othevmes avail-
able in that building also?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, this is something
that is near and dear to me. It's certainly sonmgththat we

We continue to work very closely through different have advocated for some time and it is well overdoehis

agreements with Wildland Fire Management, EMS aear&h
and Rescue to provide that coordinated, effective efficient
emergency response throughout the territory.

Just looking at some statistics, in the Yukon weehiaeen
able to provide a number of fire and life safetgpections of
buildings completed; a number of investigationsficds that
have taken place completed; residential undergratodage
tank removal and inspections, as | alluded to lefand com-
mercial tank permits also issued. Those are justesof the
services provided by the Fire Marshal's Office.duld be re-
miss if | didn’t add that is, in fact, why the gomenent has
invested in the Fire Marshal’s Office, which haslke ex-
panded with the hiring of two new deputy fire maish So,
effectively, we have doubled our capacity to previtose life
safety inspections of buildings to provide thaintirag, and to
provide that oversight and building capacity witkcle of our
fire departments. It was long overdue, but it ifpimg to make
a significant difference.

Ms. Stick:
storage tank inspections refer to residential prtioggeand those
are new tanks being installed and old ones thatiraderground
being removed.

When we look around the territory, we also see fanks,
where there are very large quantities of petrolguoducts —
whether it's aviation fuel, diesel fuel, automobie heating
oils — those types of things — being stored in camities,
often close to residential areas. In light of theerific events
last week in Texas, I'm wondering if the Fire Maabs Office
here or another branch of the Department of ComiynuBer-
vices inspects and ensures the safety of those shoehge
tanks. Certainly, every community has one. I'd heiaus
about that.

case, it will become the primary emergency respaesdre for
the City of Whitehorse and the surrounding areavillt com-

plement the Riverdale station and it will certaimgduce re-
sponse times to growing neighbourhoods, particulatbng
Hamilton Boulevard, part of which | happen to regenet.

It will also help respond in a more efficient manrie
communities along the Alaska Highway and also & Rlorter
Creek area, which includes Whistle Bend. As onesdnethat
facility at the Protective Services area, one sék tremendous
progress being made. The contract was let and wasdad
about a year ago. It certainly is taking shapel Asderstand
— | always hate to put a specific timeline and hddave a
specific timeline, but we are looking at it comitg fruition
this summer. But right now, as one will see whep takes a
look at it, you have siding is going up. We haverbable to
close in the building. The windows, the trussesfing — all
of that is well underway. So the interior work &ally the em-
phasis of the work right now in the building andlwbntinue

| understand the minister to say that thethrough the spring.

Of course, landscaping will occur in the summes. dt fa-
cility that will include, as | understand, a threay, drive-
through ambulance station to accommodate six vehiel
three in ready position and three in prep positidiso, it will
have office space and clinical training space fenrspnnel. It's
designed to meet LEED base standards, as wellssdfgaster
requirements to support continuous operations,atsly, dur-
ing a wide variety of large-scale emergencies sasters.

It's a facility that will be well-received by theommunity.
In the meantime, there are services that have breele avail-
able over the last number of months, as | undedstaich
have helped provide that interim service until thislding be-
comes fully operational. We're very pleased witk firogress
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being made, and we look forward to being able porepro-
gress later this year.

Ms. Stick:
The one question | had was whether it is going tetrits
budget target. | am also curious, since we areggirbe main-
taining two ambulance stations — one at the hdsaitd then
this one as a primary one — are we looking at npirgsical
ambulances and more personnel?

The other piece of that is this: Do we see an eaté br
the ambulance station at the hospital, or will flugt continue
to be maintained as it is?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The project is being managed by
Property Management under the Department of Higkveaamd
Public Works. In terms of the other station in Rdede, I'm
not entirely sure about the end date. What | doaktteough is
that it was always the intent — and continues tdhaeintent
— that this primary response centre would be opdrat con-
junction with the Riverdale station. Again, it wiidd to the
capacity being made available by EMS and in respaoghe
growing population here in the City of Whitehorseldhe sur-
rounding area. Again, we look forward to the builglicoming
on-line this summer and to seeing it fully openadilo

Ms. Stick:
way and along the highway will be happy to heathait also
since the current location pretty much puts ithet tentre of
Whitehorse geographically and will make for muchreneffec-
tive emergency response. It is kind of silly to @éan ambu-
lance leave a hospital to go to Emergency, wheitésfcentral-
ized it can reduce the wait times, which | thinknikat we’re
striving for.

| was looking at the statistics that came alondnvtotec-
tive Services and Emergency Medical Services apdtlwas
looking for some clarification. When we see the bemof
medical emergencies, medevacs — those number pretth
continue to rise.

I’'m wondering if the department has looked at thoam-
bers and broken them down in any way, shape or,fatmether
it's motor vehicle accidents, alcohol related astjamergency
health needs — someone is having a heart attask asthma
attack, or that type of thing, and requires an darime — and
whether those numbers are looked at and brokeriooseee if
there’s a way of doing it differently.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member opposite for her
question. It is very true that the number of calis on the rise.
That's why this government continues to enhancelgliel of
resources available to EMS each and every year.

In fact in these particular main estimates, 2013vtd do
have an additional just over $1 million that reftethe level of
calls and the demand on our staff and what thanmeaross
the territory, not just here in Whitehorse.

We continue to work toward enhancing a coordinated
sponse for all of our emergency response agenares EMS
plays a lead role in that regard. Since 2011 weelimen able
to work toward putting in place an appropriate goeece
structure in support of EMS operations. We contitoiede-
velop, continue to review and reflect upon successel where
we need to fill in the gaps, and to develop a teddbusiness

I'm sure the communities above the high-

plan — working on our governance structure, lookatgthe
risk management, all those strategies that the reemposite

I thank the minister for those responsesreferred to — in terms of health and safety, humesource

management and being fiscally accountable, as asllac-
countable to those we serve.

We continue to work toward looking at different nets]
looking to strengthen interdepartmental coordimatad other
synergies with other providers throughout the tery;i con-
tinue to optimize those dollars that we have aliedaand con-
tinue to work very closely with the Department oédith and
Social Services to identify the root causes thédp ladeive the
increase in calls.

We are very proud of the work that is being done by
Yukon EMS. It's responsible for air and ground spartation
of patients to their respective health care faegit— to be able
to provide the care that patients need in our conities. It's
an essential partner in the provision of healthe cdelivery
throughout the territory. In this year's budgetttha're talking
about it is just over $9 million when one includespital as
well as O&M, so it is an increase in the expenditagain.

As | mentioned before, we have been working toward
proving EMS. Since 2007 — since the transfer, ldvel, took
place from Health and Social Services to CommuBgyvices
— we've been able to increase ground coverage. Ake h
dedicated communication staff. We've been able nbaace
medevac coverage. We have full-time staff in Watsake and
Dawson City. We are coordinating our response ftaote loca-
tions. In addition to a fleet and facility managemsystem,
we’ve also been able to adopt sanctioned clinioalajines.

Of course, that’s in addition to all of the improvents we
were talking about on the ground, in terms of epftitiatives
here in Whitehorse and beyond. Again, | believe heve
added just over 17 FTEs since 2007. So, as | jusied to,
that has enabled us to enhance access on the gaodnd the
air. Of course, infrastructure upgrades are commuo be
made in our community, as well as in a number ohrwni-
ties, as | mentioned.

So we continue to work with our partners, as | noemd
before — VAS and our communities — providing assise,
in terms of providing that honoraria, training, tdésation,
working with volunteers to enhance their needsemslire they
have the necessary training to do their jobs well.

We have also been able to upgrade our fleet of tambes
across the territory. We have just 23 units in iservight now.
We have continued to add ambulances. | believaigyear’'s
budget we have room for two new ambulances — sdiraon
ing to modernize our fleet, just like we are wiiheftrucks,
pumper trucks and so forth.

As | mentioned, we are working on the emergency re-

sponse centre in Whitehorse and continuing to wmrkaug-
menting our volunteer program by providing that edidrain-
ing opportunity for volunteers to deliver their dees that are
so important to what they require to do their jdbsould go on
at greater length, but we are working on carryingoar good
work. | thank the many men and women who dedichéir t
time on our behalf.
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Ms. Stick:
medical services and ambulance services. The rainggtoke
earlier of partnership with Yukon College in offagi a para-
medic program and that there would be a numberaduates
coming out this spring, and | think that’s great.olur budget it
says that there are two full-time primary care pwedics in
Dawson City and Watson Lake and | just wanted toifgl if
that was two for each community — which would giwes-
sumably 24/7 coverage — or is it two split betwé&atson
Lake and Dawson?

Will these new graduates who have been trained to
higher level be able to enhance those workers wddoa and
Watson Lake? Are we looking at possibly having uiyncare
paramedics versus the volunteers in any other cortynas
well?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I don't know the breakdown of
who is receiving that specific training and fromatttommu-
nity. 1 don’t have that breakdown, but what | cay $s that
through the community development fund, | belidwe Yukon
government was able to provide just under $300i0Gpport
of our partnership with the Yukon College to defitleis train-
ing. It is critical and kudos to Yukon College feggotiating an
agreement with the Justice Institute of British @obia to of-
fer the primary care paramedic certificate progrénsertainly
has been augmented by the community development dad
the assistance of our department in support ofngavidividu-
als trained through this program. We do know thaté is a lot
of interest from EMS responders to take this trajnthrough-
out the territory.

We are very pleased it is transpiring and is veigcessful,
as | understand. As | mentioned earlier, theresergraduates.
| don’t believe the actual program got off the grdwntil last
fall, so the first round of graduates will be cogiaround in
the spring — very shortly.

It focuses on skills required to strengthen deaisitaking
and treatment options when caring for criticallyaf injured
individuals within that pre-hospital setting. Ittke first time
that we’ve been able to deliver it on an as-nedubeis here in
Whitehorse and in the communities without havin¢eve the
territory, which will save our territory money ovéne long
term and help raise the number of qualified logapliants
when those positions are advertised.

It is key. As | understand, it's the only program B.C.
that has been accredited by the Medical Associatiddanada.
It's a very high standard of program certificatidde feel very
fortunate. | don’t even think it's being deliver@d the other
two northern territories, so we are the first —¥'mh not mis-
taken — to deliver this kind of training.

It's the first round of training. We will certaingssess and
see how well we’'ve done and look forward to thetitwation
of it transpiring.

Ms. Stick:
area and it has to do with the program. It is gteatee pro-
grams like that being offered locally for individeaso they
don’t have to go so far to get that required tragnil’'m just
curious — do we know for sure that this programl wé of-
fered again in the fall? Have we made arrangemfamtshe

My last question is around the emergencygraduates coming out of that program to find wankoiur

communities or in Whitehorse, because that wouldafem-
portant part of offering this kind of program? It just to
offer the program and give the person the skillg,there also
has to be a job opportunity at the end of that.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: What | can say is that we have been
working with the Volunteer Ambulance Society andilhe
bringing this to fruition with the college, so obusly there is
keen interest in making this program succeed.

In terms of Yukon College’s future plans, | don&ve that
at my fingertips either, but what | can say is thatdid provide
funding. | believe it was just over $276,000 toateethis pro-
gram, the first of its kind. | know that this foarenth training
program has been highly lauded by Yukon Collegas Iiny
understanding that best efforts are being madeamy on this
level of training at the college. Of course one ldoassume
that after this first four-month training periodiopably we’ll
review it to see what worked and perhaps what tlidotk, but
again, | can’t speak on behalf of the college.

Ms. Stick: I'm going to move on to community de-
velopment, and | would like to start with a bit abgroperty
assessments. According to the main estimates, Y pkoperty
assessors will be assessing 22,750 propertiesaWare that
they alternate the years between going to the cariias and
doing Whitehorse for property assessments. So Esuming
this will be Whitehorse.

According to the internal directory, there are euatly
three property assessors, a vacant position aadiars!’m just
wondering if that's going to be adequate to getjtie done.
That's a lot of houses and properties to assésadt a matter
of, as would be in the neighbourhood where | livgjuist walk-
ing down the street and going from house to holikey can
be quite spread out in country residential.

So I'm curious as to whether those staffing numiberge
been reviewed. Is this workload comparable to ojhesdic-
tions across Canada? Are there any new hires plafurethe
future to at least fill the vacant position?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member opposite for
her question. Certainly | am very cognizant of significant
growth in properties over the years. | do know tivaen you
look at properties assessed, the information isesdmt com-
parable, but rest assured it is a growing numbegproperties
that continue to be assessed, and very well inikgepith
what we have been experiencing with economic grdvette.
Over the past year, | believe over 8,000 rural Yugooperties
were reassessed as part of the reassessment program

That’s in addition to a number of other projectspbeted
under the guise of assessment taxation in thederriwWe ap-
preciate the work that is conducted by this area.rétognize
there are pressures, and we recognize the neeglviewr the
complement of resources allocated to this. As @reappreci-

I am going to ask another question on thisate, there are many pressures throughout the Goesinof

Yukon, but we trust the department to manage itgam.
They're always focused on delivering its mandatarneffec-
tive and efficient manner. Our government is cortexito the
program. | think they've done very well with thisogram, and
we trust the department will manage appropriatsiwall.
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Ms. Stick:
under Community Development is animal protectiod aan-
trol. 1 just know that every year this becomes acewn in at
least one community in the Yukon. | just wonderethé min-
ister can tell us whether there are permanent dnoostrol
officers in the communities, or are we still going an as-
needed basis and contracting it out?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It wasn't long ago that we actually
implemented the animal welfare program, which yefdtuses
on education, establishes strong relationships witikon
communities. It was really a direct result of thedarnization
of the Animal Protection Acta number of years ago, which
really provides increased penalties for animal ebas well as
stronger seizure and enforcement provisions. Ofrsmuthe
government, of which | was part of at that timeqd diome
through with this new program.

It seeks to prevent abuse and encourages humatien énet
of animals throughout the territory, the focus lgeon educa-
tion and awareness prevention, to help people gdiatter un-
derstanding of our statutes and what it means ta f@sponsi-
ble pet owner. The act itself is very specific atibe standards
of care expected of owners — whether providingtehefood,
water, veterinary care and, of course, to not enablse of any
sort. As | mentioned, under the act itself, we ki@ghten ac-
tual penalties under the act. Offenders can bedfiop to
$10,000 or receive up to two years in prison. Agaimmals
can be taken away from the owners — prohibitingpeedrom
owning or caring for animals for a certain periddtime. So
those are some very good initiatives and mechanisrosnvey
the message that this is serious — as a form ekpton.

We also work primarily with our community partners.
When it comes to municipalities, of course, manythef mu-
nicipalities have their own bylaws that overseeraticontrol.

We work with those First Nation and municipal gover
ments in providing spay/neuter programs. We haweldped
education pamphlets to help people understand thdiga-
tions and we use a number of local venues to premont con-
duct Animal Protection Aceducation. The branch itself man-
ages the steady flow of complaints associated thi#lse stat-
utes, all of which are investigated and followedoup They are
resulting in compliance with the legislation. Wenign com-
mitted to working with other agencies, whether é RCMP,
municipalities or First Nation governments and weqtiently
liaise with those areas. We also work very wellhvitie Agri-
culture branch and Energy, Mines and Resources Eamndt
ronmental Health and work hand in hand with the &&pent
of Environment and their animal program.

Another important area mentioned hereit doesn’t quite fit under here, but if the ministould update

us on the Mae Bachur Animal Shelter run by volurge®Ve
know it has been out of compliance with t@erporate Gov-
ernance Actunder that department for awhile. They've been
working hard and struggling, | think, to take caf¢he animals
that they have in their care, to keep the doorspped trying

to get the paperwork back in order so that they megive
some funding from the government.

They recently had a fundraising “spay-ghetti” dinm@d
have been working hard to keep those doors opewe lttey
come back into compliance and is it anticipated thay will
be receiving some funding from this governmentha very
near future?

Chair: Would members like to have a break?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

to order. We're going to resume general debate ote \b1,
Department of Community Services.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: When we left off before the break,
I think we were talking about Humane Society Yukord, of
course, we are working and continue to work with bloard to
get the society back into good standing. | undadsthat their
AGM has been set for the end of April — | thinkstApril 29
— at which time we’re hoping that they will be alite fully
resume their good standing and they’'ll be ableottioue with
their operations.

We have had a pretty good working relationship wité
Humane Society over the years, and | know thasthff from
Community Services has been working pretty diligemtith
the board on bringing them to sufficient standiogrs so they
can continue with their fundraising work and conéno sup-
port their ongoing operation.

Ms. Stick: | thank the minister for her response on
that. | know lots of people, not just in Whitehqrbeit in the
communities, also want to see this service carryand are
trying to find ways to support it.

Under Community Services and Community Develop-
ment, there was one area that | remember a forrdét Mem-
ber, Steve Cardiff, used to come and speak to npauticular
about when | was in a previous elected job | hatiall to do
with a domestic well program. It's good to see tthare is an
increase this year in that program. Because I'm ahedr on

We do provide some assistance to the Humane Sddety this, my question is whether the department was elte to

continue with their efforts on behalf of Yukon z&ns. We're
very pleased with work being undertaken in our camities.
The main emphasis of this particular program iscatlan,
having those strong relationships with our commupértners,
keeping the lines of communication open and beibig &
respond to calls from the public and/or inquiriecomplaints,
all of which are followed up on by the appropriatghorities.
Ms. Stick:
tion and control, Humane Society, et cetera, | yustdered —

Since we're talking about animal protec-

negotiate with municipalities so that persons lviwithin a
municipality such as Whitehorse, out at Wolf Creelone of
the new country residential subdivisions, woulddtée to ap-
ply for the domestic well program grant. As it ugedstand,
you couldn’t; you had to be outside the municigaliso I'm
curious if that ever changed so that people withimicipali-
ties could apply to be able to drill for a well their residential
property.
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Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you for the question from
the member opposite. Like all Yukoners, we very mappre-
ciate the domestic well program, as the member sifgppgust
said. It's well subscribed and continues to recdieghtened
attention, obviously, with the growth in populatioBo with
respect to the member opposite’s question withests mu-
nicipalities, as | understand, nothing has changedf yet,
even though there has been interest expressed tfroen to
time. There have been no changes to the prograto, sgzeak.

Ms. Stick:
when you see country residential lots being sulddiiwithin
town or new lots created, | think most people wopitdfer to
have a well rather than water delivery and they ldv@ppreci-
ate being able to access this fund. | hope thaekom that can
be worked out, because it has been awhile sindehém not
been addressed.

Under “Water Treatment and Solid-Waste Facilitieis,”
December 2012, my colleague, the Member for Mowrne-
Southern Lakes, raised the issue of the governsemih-
compliance with the water licence in Ross River -N02-044.

I am wondering if the minister can tell us what Hwep-
pened since then and will there be a new septibuyit this
year in Ross River.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: With respect to the member oppo-
site’s question earlier about the domestic wellgpam, | just
want to reiterate that it would be up to the refpecmunici-
pality to adopt those changes to make that hagperow that
there has been some interest expressed from tintien&o by
many of the different municipalities, but it woube ultimately
up to the respective municipality to make that ggan

Moving on to Ross River, again we are continuingvark
with the community itself. In fact, | had the oppanity to meet
with the Ross River Dena Council Chief and Coumeitlier
this year. This was one of the issues that we digml— about
its future.

We are currently working with the Government of Gda,
as well as RDC, and we’re committed to working ohread
range of options with respect to addressing wastemin the
community. At the same time, we're working with tappro-
priate regulatory agencies to ensure we do sorgsponsible
manner.

It is ongoing; there are dollars allotted withiristlyear’s
budget that we're currently debating. Dependingwdrat op-
tions may come up — again, this is the best optiat would
be suitable for the community — and based on tkesssnent
provided by the engineering firm, we’ll be able determine
the actual cost to move forward in that regard.

We are working closely with a number of differeigea-
cies and with Canada on this particular importanitiative.
This matter is of great importance to us and wetakiang the
necessary steps to address the waste water.

In the meantime, | should also add that we aregading,
as | alluded to before in the Assembly, on a newewteat-
ment plant for drinking water. The MLA for Pelly-litlin and
I and the MLA for Kluane, | believe, also had thgportunity
to take a tour of the new facility, which also hesists public
works building — houses a new fire truck as wellisl an

amazing facility, and we’re getting ready to beeatd commis-
sion that facility very shortly.

Ms. Stick: Public libraries are a gathering place in
communities. It's a place where people go to miésta place
for programs to be provided, in terms of literaayd it's a pub-
lic space for Yukoners of all ages — and not juskdhers, but
tourists often find their ways to our libraries kirg for infor-
mation or computer access or e-books and thoses tgbe
things. I'm wondering if the minister could tell,ydease, if all

It's disappointing to hear that, becausethe community libraries have the same access thatviortu-

nate to have here in Whitehorse — access to e-bdatesnet
access and computers people can work from — bedhase
often the only place people can go if they donitehtheir own
computer or their own resources to be able to db th

It becomes important for people wanting to appiyviork
and for people wanting the Internet to be able &ntain con-
tact with family members elsewhere in Canada ourdothe
world. | was wondering if | could have just an ufglan what
the status is of the community libraries and notmaech the
Whitehorse one.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to express gratitude for
those who work within each of our community libesritoo.
They are focal points — they are community gathgespaces
that are accessible for many citizens. They're iy ¥e@mmon,
popular place for meeting and for encouraging megadind
being able to gather.

It wasn't that long ago that Government of Yukonswa
able to move the new Whitehorse Public Library inke
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre. We're seeing some Iyegfeat,
excellent collaboration between the Kwanlin DunsEiKation
and the Yukon government. | think it's a win-witugition. It's
a beautiful, stunning building in a very signifitgslace along
the legendary Yukon River. It has really encouragatumber
of cooperative activities, such as National AbarégiDay pro-
gramming and so forth.

Of course, in addition to Whitehorse, as the menoipgo-
site made reference, we have a number of librahiesighout
the territory. We have 15 community libraries, imdihg
Whitehorse, situated throughout the territory. Ameéntioned,
they are not just facilities, but they are moreanfaccess point
for information.

As | mentioned, we have a number of community lilesa
throughout the territory, providing a great servitébraries
have really evolved since | first went to the lifyranany years
ago, now looking at e-books and other differenhtetogies.
We have been able to make excellent use of theaubiibrary
branch staff. It's a credit to their excellent waahd creative
ways of making these technologies work. It hasaltued to
an increased use of our community libraries. Thatsa trend
we see in other parts of the country, so it's adaithe great
credit and work of our community librarians and taff in
providing new ways of engaging with each of our cmities.

I do know the e-library is very successful and banac-
cessed by citizens across the territory. | undedstinat we
have over 1,000 e-books and audio books in use armivof
course more continue to be added each and every Aeal
understand it, more than 600 users have borrovesasits,500



2544

HANSARD

April 22, 2013

times. We have Wi-fi access; it's now availables&veral of
our communities, as well as Whitehorse, with thmew loca-

tions being planned for the coming year, so thdt be an

added benefit and will certainly encourage enhampzeticipa-

tion of patrons to go to the libraries. It expang®n the land-
line public access Internet that is in every ligrand is used by
people without other means of access and thaally reitical.

On-line access to the library catalogue continuede
available in French and English and libraries peva wide
range of materials in French, in particular, esplgcihere in
Whitehorse. As | mentioned before, we have alsdlahla on-
line audio books and DVDs, often with a lot of diént multi-
language capacity. There are special literacy fdmeks. We
have on-line resources, searchable data bases ndfop-
tions when it comes to e-books and large-print lsdok those
with visual impairments, soon to be expanded tduie
downloadable resources.

Even with this increase in electronic servicesnbw our
in-person visits to each of our libraries have éased over the
years. Our staff continues to provide really susfidspro-
grams, such as the Yukon Writers Festival, whictoising up
and the Yukon Writers Roundtable. As we just haaakntly,
the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, in partnegshwith the
Literacy Coalition, is providing those free bookskids from
birth to age 5 across the territory — a really gooidative
indeed. We have summer reading programs for kidsteens.
We have preschool programs — many of which | have s
scribed to over the years. We have author readamgsstory
telling sessions in the communities.

We have author readings and storytelling sessiornthe
communities, as well as in Whitehorse. In Watsokel.gor
example, they have had a toy lending program ak Wkave
to say, credit has to be given to the folks in Watkake. In
my son’s earlier years, we used to subscribe tb ghagram.
Going to Watson Lake to visit family on a routinasis, it's
pretty tough to load up the car with all the topsl all the great
things, so we would often subscribe to the toy ilegdervices
provided at the Watson Lake library. It's just dreatexample
of how creative and innovative our staff can be et just in
Watson Lake, but in every community library. Sot rassured
— libraries continue to evolve significantly. Butthink that
with electronic use of e-books and audio books - Hrere
will be many other technologies made available @arg to
come. Through those sources of innovation, weentmble to
continue to attract patrons to the libraries. That'great thing
as well — and continuing to invest in infrastruetusuch as
what we have in Whitehorse, is a great example pargner-
ship.

Ms. Stick:
with what the minister spoke to, and | thank her lier an-
swers.

It's good to hear that three more libraries will dlgle to
provide that Wi-fi. | just wondered when we can ecpall
libraries to have that level of service.

The second part of that: Do all community librarfes/e
workstations, where people can actually use the pcoens
there?

A couple of questions, just to follow up

The last question — I'm just looking for clarifican on
the number of users. I'm assuming she means thebauf
people who have library cards. | just wondered dolld get
that number again because it seemed like a smaibauto
me. | was surprised by it. I'm sure there are tdtpeople who
use our libraries who don’t borrow books or e-bookDVDs
or whatever, but go in and read the papers or thgazines or
find a book and read it there. | was just surprisgdhat num-
ber and wondered if she could repeat it becausashivsure |
heard it properly.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: With respect to Wi-fi, as | men-
tioned, it's available in seven communities withela new loca-
tions in the coming year. That will leave about rfoand |
would assume those will be coming thereafter. hkhive're
making great progress on this front. Even thoudtave not
been in every library in every community, | do eadsur to
get to most of the libraries in most of the comntiesil get to.
| understand there’s Internet available; it's wheat call “land-
line public access Internet”. It's available andh & accessed
by computers in each of our libraries. | think tbatistic |
quoted earlier was with respect to the e-books. Wheomes
to e-books, we have just over 600 users, whictoimeshing
completely different.

In terms of those items that have been borrowet fspab-
lic libraries from across the territory — for exaepsince
April 1, 2012; a year ago — there were 165,000 gefhat’'s a
record number that have been borrowed and thatdesl
books and audiovisual materials for all ages, asférenced
earlier.

Some 12,000 new items were added to the collection,
no small feat. More than 800 downloadable e-boaks audio
books are available in the Yukon e-library. Those pretty
significant increases. Again, we haven't been fragkthe
number of people who go through the door, butragmhtioned,
adding all these new technologies and adding tocounple-
ment of resources available in all of our librarieg’re obvi-
ously becoming more attractive as a destination wedare
seeing increased use of the various materials, hwhie re-
flected in our statistics.

Ms. Stick: | was pretty sure | had missed something
there. It didn’'t seem that there were only 600 pedprrowing
items from our libraries, so thank you for thatrifieation.
That makes much more sense to me.

Under Community Development, we're given some sup-

plementary information with regard to sport andeation, and
specifically the contributions from the governmémtsummer
pool recreation facility operations programs ancreation di-
rectors. Looking at the numbers, | noticed thatreheas no
change whatsoever in the numbers from last yetirisoyear. |
understand these monies are just part of those ¢ostpools
and staffing, et cetera. | was surprised — with egagoing up
and the consumer price index — that those didrénge at all.

I wonder if the minister could speak to that. | ggiehe
other piece of that is how we come up with thoselers,
community to community. There seems to be quitarge in
money that's provided to the different communitiesd
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whether that is based on something that municipalihave
requested and, no doubt, also on their rec faasliti

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | am proud of this
government’s continued investments in the delivefysport
and recreation across the territory. There have leeaumber
of programs that have been augmented over the pearsiew
programs as well. For example, | referenced the oviuke-
newed active living strategy — $250,000 in annuaiding that
will be distributed across the territory in suppoftorganiza-
tions that are delivering a lot of different progrs from Spe-
cial Olympics Yukon to the ElderActive Recreatiorss@cia-
tion and many others.

There have been other programs that have come abeut
the years in support of our sports governing bodied indi-
vidual athletes and so forth. | think what the membpposite
was referring to was the community recreation fted, the
operation and maintenance. | am very cognizartefesire to
enhance the level of funding when it comes to sttppfocom-
munity recreation facilities in unincorporated couomities. It is
something that we are looking at. It is definedtiyh Yukon
recreation regulations. As | understand, it usgsopulation
formula to determine the amount of O&M funding thiose
respective unincorporated communities. As the mermppo-
site pointed out, there are concerns associatdd coits asso-
ciated with inflation and the rise and increasethia cost of
doing business.

We are very cognizant of that and we have commitbed
doing a review of this allocation and of the regjolas to see
what we can do within the allocation provided o$tjunder
$400,000 per year — and also seeing what we cap dssist
our unincorporated communities to address soméexfet on-
going issues.

In terms of our municipal governments, we are #8gis
them through the comprehensive municipal grant -e-ritbw
five-year agreement that was just struck in coltabon with
AYC. It does provide added dollars. | believe ther@bout a
$1.4-million increase to this year's CMG allocatittneach of
our communities. So it's really up to the discretiof each of
our municipalities as to how to apportion eachhafse expen-
ditures.

When it comes to recreation, we are working on @lver
of different projects — as | mentioned, in terms Tdam
Yukon participation, in terms of really providingdse added
opportunities from what has been coined “from tteyground
right though to the podium and everything in-betwe&port
and recreation investments are very key and | belia this
year’'s budget we have several millions of dollarsupport of
recreation in both capital and operation and maantee.

To that tune, | just want to acknowledge the imgoce of

Hon. Ms. Taylor: — just heard some comments from
the members opposite and am very cognizant ohalkeveral
requests for recreation improvements throughouttéhetory.
It is but one area that we have been advocatinghtorfederal
government to pay credence to federal infrastrecfunding.
As | alluded to before, the federal government inasle a ref-
erence to gas tax funding as sport and recreagoglpossibly
one of the added eligible criteria for those proggaso that’s a
good step in the right direction.

As we go forward with a new iteration of Buildingu@ada
funding, you know, those discussions will help mfiowhere
we go from here.

| can’t say enough about sport and recreation amdeam
and working in collaboration with many differeniganizations
across the territory. | wanted to inform memberpagite as
well — following up on the FPT meeting of ministeespon-
sible for sport and recreation last summer in lkuthere was a
full endorsement of the new Canadian sport poliéy.that
time, we also agreed to develop our own Yukon agtian, in
terms of guiding where we go from here — not jystrs but
also recreation and healthy active living. The sitmmas held
in Whitehorse back in February. There was a graaout —
over 100 people gathered from all across the oeyritlt was
really a great opportunity to talk about prioritieet only for
national initiatives, but territories as well. Asr@sult of our
adoption of the Canadian sport policy, we were abte to
sign on to a further bilateral for sport funding.

As | alluded to before, it is a significant sumdafllars that
will continue from here on out for the next threzays. | was
really pleased to be able to sign on to that wlidn Canadian
Minister of Sport.

We are very pleased to provide funding to Sport Rad-
reation; in fact, we have allocated just under $illion for
direct funding to our sport and recreation prograwisich in-
cludes direct contributions to Volunteer Yukon, 8peOlym-
pics Yukon, Sport Yukon, Recreation and Parks Aission of
Yukon, which also will be doing work on our behdfadmin-
ister the renewed Yukon active living strategyaldo goes to-
ward sport governing bodies and special recredtiomgniza-
tions. We are also funding sport and recreationugh many
other groups. | won’t go through all of them, buwitsi definitely
paying off. We are seeing heightened activitiesnemy of our
communities in many different sport and recreatativities,
and even through RPAY — the Nordic poles, for eximp

My family and | had the opportunity to use the Miihium
Trail on Saturday. It was such a beautiful day. ¢&me across
some of my constituents who are seniors. They coukhy
enough about this Nordic walking program admingter
through the ElderActive Recreation Associatiorns Bh exam-

all of our volunteers and our many community leader ple of our funding that's going in direct benefitindividuals

throughout the territory who provide opportunitfes our kids
and our youth and our adults and our seniors, nglthe
good work that they are doing.

We certainly recognize the importance of infradinoe
and we are working on advocating —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

of all ages.

So whether it's in infrastructure, whether it'spnograms
at the schools or whether it's in support of sportgnizations,
it is paying off. | don’t have to talk about alletlmet benefits of
investments in the Arctic Winter Games, the Denen€aand
all of the Canadian games, but we are very muchnuitted to
expanding upon these investments in sport and agoreand
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working with our partners to do just that throudpe tYukon
action plan, which will help guide and refocus guorities on
a go-forward basis.

It has provided us an opportunity to review howvear've
come over the last decade and where we want to tieeinext
decade. Of course, we continue to provide that ighéind
recreation assistance grants, as we were talkiogtaarlier, in
support of the Dawson recreation centre — or, ukhsay the
Art and Margaret Fry Recreation Centre; work tisabmgoing
with the Ross River recreation centre replacemagain, we
will continue to work with our communities, so I'nery proud
of the investments being made.

Ms. Stick:
is important in all of our communities. Physicatieity is im-
portant to help keep down our health care costs,itas sports
programs and recreation and access to facilitias ¢hizens
can use that is important, and we want to encoutiagie We
want to encourage people to be active, to get ndtta walk
the Millennium Trail and to use our facilities tmprove their
own wellness, regardless of their age.

But going back to this supplementary informatioattivas
provided to us, | looked closely at it, and thererevthree
communities added from the 2011-12 actuals, whichréeat.
So Burwash Landing, Destruction Bay and Upper Liald
received new funding toward recreational facilitissimmer
pools, programs and directors.

Not everyone, but the funding in just about evetlyeo
community has gone down since 2011-12. So it wemtndin
2012-13 and is maintaining that for 2013-14. Thotlgh final
number is a bit higher, if we look, most of thosenenunities
are actually receiving less than they used to.nrany of these
communities, some of these facilities are becomiage diffi-
cult to maintain; they are requiring more O&M; thpbols are
getting old. We've heard of communities that areihg to
consider raising their fees — so whether it's tabke to go for
a swim in the summer — they'’re looking at havingriorease
those fees which can, for some people, put thosibtiiss out
of reach.

It's good to hear the minister talk about all th&edent
sports bodies that are out there that money isggmnbut not
every individual — especially our youth — has ascesthose
kinds of programs such as team sports. There ikitlserecrea-
tion fund under a different department that encgesahat and
makes some of that available, but for many of tresamuni-
ties, this is the summer program. Having that pguen every
day is where these kids go and participate in eg@e. I'm
just curious as to why those numbers are going detven we
want to continue to support wellness in our comriesire-
gardless of age. I'll just leave it at that.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
but until | am absolutely sure, I'll just resenf@$e comments
until I have better information before me. Withpest to rec-
reation, | concur. Recreation, particularly for etltentres that
may charge dollars, may not be as affordable tayewne.
What | can say is there are funds through the kédseation
fund and we have been able to enhance that oventrgears.
We made a huge investment in the kids recreatioml fsix

| was going to provide a response,

years ago, if I'm not mistaken, and since then,eddohvest-
ments have been made — sport bilateral, which éregiced
earlier, continues to augment dollars being madslae to
the kids recreation fund, which reaches out to liemiwho
could use those resources in support of particigath hockey
and equipment, for example, and being able to leanel ac-
cess to sport.

| certainly understand that, but beyond communéytres,
there are trail networks and there are parks wibhincommu-
nities that are also available, and they are fidat's where
programs such as the renewed active living strategy so
important in providing after-school programs anilizihg our

| agree, and the NDP agrees that wellnesschool facilities and recreation centres and o#ineas and pub-

lic spaces for engaging people of all ages, froesghmool right
through to people of any age, and making thoserprog read-
ily available. When | was in Ross River earliesstiiear, one of
the EMS volunteers had actually just come back fieoss
River, and we were in Faro. She had just finisheshsoring a
Pilates class, and it just shows how small areasmall pock-
ets of resources, will go a long way, in terms xjfanding the
net benefit for community citizens.

It's very much appreciated in communities like RB®ger
and Faro. They're provided by the community leadersol-
laboration with RPAY, who have tremendous networks
throughout all the communities and who are abléeterage
funds through many other organizations, orders lamdls of
government. So we’re very appreciative of their kvand their
leadership, recognizing that there is always mooekwo be
done. We are very blessed in the territory to hakat we have
available, in terms of supporting sport and redoeat

Ms. Stick: Again, no argument — sports and recrea-
tion and encouraging people to be active is impbrtaecause
it encourages wellness in our communities. It'sontuinate that
we're not able to measure the wellness that pegptefrom
participating in all these activities.

Again, still in the sports and recreation and seppntary
information — we see that the numbers are actugdling
down.

I'll just say it's on page 6-15 where in 2011-12was $2.5
million and then it has gone down to $1.64 millidmticipated
for this coming budget year is $1.635 million. lokmthat some
of this funding comes from Yukon Lottery Commissiand |
don't think their revenues have gone down, but ‘theyn-
creased. That's just about $1 million — not quits under-
neath $1 million, but it's a big drop from 2011-12n wonder-
ing if there is an explanation for that.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: For fear of sounding repetitive, |
will reiterate for the member opposite that wedibk into this. |
do know, however, that the Yukon Lottery Commissitid
make some changes that came into effect Janua291R, in
terms of their funding criteria, which have, asrdarstand,
affected some of the unincorporated communitiestaadocal
authorities for recreation.

Beyond that, | do not have any other informatioadily
available, but that is what | can provide and tisaprobably
what is leading to some of the member oppositeé&stions.
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Ms. Stick: I'm not sure if the minister and | were talk- Ms. Stick: | just want to go back to some of the minis-

ing on the same page there. What | was looking umaes
sports governing bodies and the decrease in funfdinthose,

ter's opening statements and follow up on some toqpresthat
came up for me before | lose my papers. One offtimgs dis-

such as Sport Yukon, North American Indigenous Game cussed was the infrastructure of the waterfrontMiitehorse

Canada Senior Games. | know a lot of money goes sap-
porting those, but when | look at the numbers ds gage, |
see the numbers going down, not up. On page 6igtg,in the
middle, we see from 2011-12 it was $2.524 millitmthis year
where we see it's $1.635 million.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
| thought we were talking about the community raton
grant, so my apologies. I'll go back to the drawbward here.

When we talk about actual dollars provided in suppb
sport governing bodies and so forth, the dramatierénce the
member opposite is referring to is in referenceh® Arctic
Winter Games investment. We don't host anotheriéndtin-
ter Games for some time, so that is what has ledeignifi-
cant drop in terms of support.

Ms. Stick:
back on the same page.

The minister spoke earlier about tMunicipal Act She
gave a little bit of information, but what I'm coris about is
how far along we are in thdunicipal Actreview. In the past
they've had public meetings in the communities wehgeople
were able to come up and it was mediated in tefnpsaposed
changes at that time, but I'm wondering if ther@'sommunity
consultation, not just with the governments, buthwgitizens
also, as to what people are looking for.

Is this a full municipal review or just pieces ofthat are
being reviewed instead?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The Municipal Act review, of
course, is part of th®ur Towns, Our Futurénitiative, about
which we have spoken at great length in the Assgntitd one
of the key priorities of the Association of Yukomi@munities
on behalf of municipalities, the public and alshestinterested
stakeholders.

The Municipal ActReview Committee, which was formed

back in the winter of 2011-12, | believe, has akyuheen

meeting on a regular basis. As the member opposiite ref-
erence to, there was a whole series of public mgetihat were
held in the communities about a year ago, if I'nh mistaken.

| think we're getting confused here.

and in Carcross. | haven't seen the Carcross artet’® good
to see the one in Whitehorse coming to completionthe-
wharf down on First Avenue. The minister mentiotteat there
would be some landscaping that has to be done Hretahat
this would become a performance space.

| was curious as to who will be doing the plannfogper-
formances on the wharf. Also, is there any thoughis there
planning happening with regard to small standsridividuals
with souvenirs or local artists who might utilizeat space dur-
ing the day in the summertime? Who are we lookingsado-
ing that organizing and set-up and planning? Hdpefut
won’'t be something that will be in competition wibmething
like Arts in the Park.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-

| appreciate that answer. I'm glad we gotsite for her questions on the waterfront improvetsewe are

very proud of the number of investments made altimg

Whitehorse waterfront and in Carcross as well. &ies been
a complete transformation, and it has all been gradtparcel of
shared joint investments between Canada, Yukon Ratons,

the City of Whitehorse and the Yukon governmenials really
transformed into a beautiful, welcoming, attractigeltural

space that has generated new life, and that washbke intent
— to revitalize the Whitehorse waterfront.

Likewise, the Carcross waterfront was really toraatt
added visitor attention, and there have been samiagtic im-
provements.

When it comes to the Whitehorse waterfront — thete/h
horse wharf — | do recall that this has been a lji¢gduded
initiative articulated to us over the years by &nes community.
Likewise, when one takes a look at the Old Firel Hhbt's a
great partnership that was struck a number of yagos be-
tween the Department of Tourism and Culture, Whitsl
Chamber of Commerce and the Yukon Arts Centre.alé h
really provided that programming and space in faaticular
cultural venue. | don't think there’s a day or eivgnthat goes
by that that facility isn’t used. It is fantastioc see life being
brought to that. Likewise, the Whitehorse wharf kere too

Even though there were not a lot of individuals whowe're working with the Department of Tourism andltGre. |

showed up during some of the meetings, not all,avee pro-
ceeding with next steps. When we first announced this
review was going to be taking place less than a gga, we
did mention that it was going to be over the cowka couple
of years. We're continuing to work with the revieemmittee
itself, and we will continue to engage with the coumities.
Since the first review in the communities was utalexn, we
had a whole other set of mayors and councils aected indi-
viduals on the local level, so we recognize thad #mere is
very much a need to engage with the new set ofa@tons and
mayors across the territory and in each of the LARsblic
participation is very important as we move forward.

Again, we certainly look forward to carrying on Wwithe
review: that will include additional consultatiomda will in-
clude the public as being a primary stakeholde¢hat review.

know there have been some discussions with the rYukts
Centre, as well, and perhaps collaborating on @agimpartner-
ship to bring life to the Whitehorse wharf.

We are into the final components of the Whitehaovager-
front as we speak because, as | mentioned in myiopee-
marks, landscaping will be complete and we’ll coné to
work with our respective stakeholders in progranmgrior the
wharf and coordinating that use in collaboratiomhwiourism
and Culture, because they are the ones who woskolesely
with many of the arts organizations throughout @igy of
Whitehorse in providing programming — Arts in tharl the
member opposite made reference to — and working thiée
City of Whitehorse on doing just that. There arengnapportu-
nities available for the wharf as an additionalhgsing place,
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bringing vitality to a cultural space that | belgewill be readily
used by many different stakeholders in the yeacotoe.

Likewise, we have made many different investmeldag
the waterfront, such as the expansion of the MateBKluseum
in collaboration with Canada. We have relocated rinend-
house and refurbished that and it now houses thesNlanyon
Historical Railway Society. We extended the troleyd have
made significant improvements on trail expansion aet-
works and most important, we have showcased thenKmva
Dun Cultural Centre along the Whitehorse waterfrafbat a
strategic partnership that has been. It is a vagortant place
that tells the story of the Kwanlin Dun First Natiover the
many years and is really becoming a community gatge
place for many different stakeholders.

We couldn’t be more proud of the millions and roitis of
dollars of investment and being able to leveragesehinvest-
ments with many other governments and stakeholdéks-
wise, Carcross waterfront — everything from thetbaanch,
the dock, the Carcross carving facility, the pedeastbridge,
the viewing deck, making restroom facilities avilita theSS
Tutshi memorial, the gateway pavilion, providing additbn
restrooms for visitors coming through, landscapimgrove-
ments — there are many investments made in theh8out
Lakes region.

It is making a difference for visitors and residematike
and it has also helped revitalize the waterfrontievimproving
infrastructure available for local visitors. So #ild, over $7
million has been invested in infrastructure impmeats in
Carcross. That was made available under anotherdethfra-
structure fund, Canada’s strategic infrastructunedf — that
and the MRIF, both of which have come to an enuh Very
pleased that we were able to take advantage ohtithtve look
forward to celebrating with the community of Casssome of
the developments that they have added to the dewntmre
through Carcross-Tagish First Nation and also lfwoward to
the grand opening of the wharf later on this summer

Ms. Stick: With regard to the wharf — and to the
whole Whitehorse waterfront — | think the improvertseover
the last number of years have been remarkable, $tanting at
Rotary Peace Park with the kids park, new washrtamitities
and right down to Shipyards Park, where there at®ip per-
formance areas, gathering places, fire pits anitlang hill in
the winter.

I think those improvements have been remarkableiriga
it in the summer tied together with the trolleyaigreat thing
also.

able walking along those areas and I've heardftbat tourists
who stick to Main Street and Second Avenue becthesefeel
there are more people around and they feel safer.

| think it's very important that, if there is goirtg be pro-
gramming, that it be ready to go for this summethihk the
improvements along the waterfront have been ghbedtunless
we actually attract people to these areas, whywdidio it? For
me, that’s important. You mentioned the Arts Cemtossibly
and the Department of Tourism and Culture — | htpese
discussions are successful because the Arts Chasedone
wonderful things with the Old Fire Hall. It's godd see so
many activities, but it would also be good to seeal artisans
with little stands or more permanent types of digpl that
would be able to go down there. We've seen that kerwl
was at a FCM conference in Montreal, | remembendpeiown
on their waterfront and they use sea-cans and teaded these
wonderful bike rentals, t-shirt shops, et ceteriéh these cargo
boxes that you see on trains and on trucks.

They were perfect. They had designed them or nextlifi
them to be open to the public, and they broughntireduring
the spring and plugged them in and set them upaatite end
of the tourist season they picked them up andhmmtaway in
storage until next summer. | think there are lotscieative
ideas out there — ways to bring those kinds ofviis to the
waterfront — and | think we have to keep lookingtaise and
there are gaps. So if we want to be able to atfracple, there
has to be things along the way to do that.

| apologize if I'm jumping around a bit, but | digant to
go back to something | missed earlier, and thatwitis FireS-
mart. Many of the communities are involved in Firest and
use those monies to hire local people and make ¢beimuni-
ties safer. A number of years ago, when | was bnaauncil
here in Whitehorse, we were presented with a regoout the
fire dangers around Whitehorse itself, and some traf
community residential associations have tapped itite
FireSmart programs. | know Riverdale — we’re kirfcdba our
last leg of what we have to do to FireSmart Riverda

In that presentation that was given to Whitehorsgy C
Council, there was a lot of concern about the gliegasouth
winds coming up and really doing some severe dantage
Whitehorse. There were areas that are not coveyemimmu-
nity associations and are not covered — even aateidthe
city boundaries. Whitehorse would have a lot teelisa big
fire came through here, as would any community. |ust
wondering if the government is in any kind of dission with
the city about other areas within municipalitieattmight not

My worry with the opening of the wharf this summer be attended to by a community association that dvbal look-

though — or my hope — would be that there are saleed
activities there — some in the evening, some inddne | don't
think anybody who has lived in Whitehorse doesroinder or
have concerns for the tourists who are wandering Main

Street and looking for something to do in the engsi So of-
ten, many of our businesses are closed. Peopletwdid able
to get out and walk if they have been on a bus plaae all
day, but they also want to feel safe. Unless wegbdctivities
and people to these areas — people don't feelifdfe just

empty and there is no one around. People will eet iomfort-

ing at implementing FireSmart?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Going back to the wharf, | would
point out that it was actually our government tdat go to
work with the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce ang th
Yukon Arts Centre in bringing vitality to the Oldré Hall. It
was really a recommendation of bringing life to soof our
heritage buildings.

| believe we're investing some $150,000 a yearippsrt
of those activities. We have made a great investraed |
think it is paying off. That is why | had thought baving a
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discussion with the Yukon Arts Centre and the Depant of
Tourism and Culture in engaging those who are & khow
and know how to do a great job. So we are engagitigthem.
Some of the features of the wharf are actuallytbuitent tie-
downs. You can have a built-in tent if you want.efdis the
availability of power and lighting, so all of theewhanisms are
there. Of course the potential and the intent isaee a vibrant
gathering space for the tourism, the cultural awel bhusiness
sectors, all in support of a revitalized waterfront

We continue to make the best use of the potentidlta
bring activities to the waterfront, so when oneki®at Kwanlin
Dun Cultural Centre, Shipyards Park and Rotary edzark,
there is quite a network and quite a flurry of wityi going on
and there are great future opportunities.

With respect to the member opposite’s questionarckigg
FireSmart, | just wanted to say that this is a gpeagram that
has been doing some really good work in collaborativith
communities over the years. We have seen addediroeso
being dedicated to this particular program overytbars and it
has really made a difference. Just recently | gosae first-

hand some of the recent work done by the CoppegeRid Bilsky,

Community Association and great work indeed. | thaime

Copper Ridge Neighbourhood Association — in paléicu
Damien Burns who is doing a great job as the Fi@m$eoor-

dinator for the association.

A significant amount of work in terms of fire abatent
over the years has been done in all corners ofdtiory. It
has also led to additional jobs and has added @gpaithin
many First Nation and municipal governments. Ittoares to
be heavily subscribed.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that the Ciegiort
progress.

Chair:
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.
Chair:
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker:
House have a report from the Chair of Committeethaf
Whole?

Chair’'s report
Ms. McLeod:
ered Bill No. 10, entitledrirst Appropriation Act, 2013-14nd
directed me to report progress.
Speaker:
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Speaker: | declare the report carried.

I move that the Speaker do now

I will now call the House to order. May the

Committee of the Whole has consid-

You have heard the report from the Chair of

2549
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
p.m. tomorrow.

This House now stands adjourned until 1:00

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.

The following document was filed April 22, 2013:

33-1-48

Dawson City Community Hospital and Health Services
Facility, Artwork at: letter (dated April 18, 2018) Minister
Graham, Minister of Health and Social Services frdason
CA, Chief Executive Officer, Yukon Hospital
Corporation (Graham)

It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the Chair

It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the



