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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Administrative Professionals Week

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as the minister re-
sponsible for the Public Service Commission, | tigday in
recognition of Administrative Professionals Weeld d&o pay
tribute to the men and women who make offices work.

Administrative Professionals Week, which has bebn o
served in Canada since 1952, is an opportunitg¢ognize the
good work of administrative professionals in thek¥n public
service and throughout the territory and to thdrédat for their
contributions to the public service in our commuyrat large.
The work of administrative professionals demandéread
range of skills and resourcefulness. They fill mantegral
roles and responsibilities.

In the Yukon government, administrative professisraae
often the public face of our programs and our sesii
Whether it's receiving funding applications for cammnity
projects or receiving inquiries about those prograand ser-
vices, administrative professionals are the fimhpof contact.
Their professional expertise, combined with a weltw ap-
proach to clients, enables Yukoners to connechéogovern-
ment we serve.

Administrative professionals also play a centré nithin
the office environment. They are a hub of informatand ac-
tivity, the glue that holds the office together. &ganizing and
managing information, schedules, and budgets ifgsional
manner, they help bring a sense of order to ouy mmking
world.

| am very proud of the contributions made by adstiai-
tive professionals to the Yukon government and kithem for
their professionalism and dedication to public B=rvexcel-
lence. | encourage everyone in the territory ta jall of us in
celebrating this week by taking a moment to thdmekadminis-
trative professionals in our own workplace. Thanol.y

Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion and the Third Party to pay tribute on this wead day for
administrative professionals.

Although this day began as National Professional&ar-
ies Day a long time ago — almost 61 years ago —+e@ogni-
tion of the importance and value of the adminigteasupport
provided by secretaries, organizations have evohretiso too
has the role of the person many of us refer totlas person

who does everything in the office”. In 2000, themmawas
changed to Administrative Professionals Day toedflthis
complexity. The administrative professional’'s waokiches on
technology, finance, customer services, vendoesl|aiv, health
care, human resources, and taxes — in some cdkasoae
day. This year, the theme is “Honoring the officefpssionals
who make offices work”. We tend to think of admirégive
professionals sometimes as support or seconddfylstaome
offices, they are relegated to second-class stauause they
are just the administrative assistant or office agam. How-
ever, Mr. Speaker, anyone who has worked in angenvi-
ronment for any length of time knows that theseppeare the
ones who make our offices function.

Administrative professionals don’t just work behittie
scenes. Whose face do people see when they wallgihrthe
door? It's not the Premier, not the leader; notlijkto be the
MLA. The administrative professional represents aganiza-
tion and sets the tone for each person who vibisdffice.
They are an integral part of our workplaces ancesrecog-
nition for their often unsung contributions.

As my colleague, the MLA for Riverdale South, sHits
morning, “If you want to know how important yourrath pro-
fessional is, have them disappear for a month &tkng off a
snow berm at the start of the legislative sitting.”

Administrative professionals often believe theitercs to
help the office come together as a team. Denisehzet the
administrative professional for the Yukon NDP, nmkée
comparison to a wagon or bicycle wheel. Everyon¢herteam
must work together like the spokes on a wheel. ‘therwheel
to work,” she says, “every spoke has to be the@uding the
administrative professional; one can’t be missing.”

Mr. Speaker, behind — and literally behind thosdisva-
every member of this Legislative Assembly, thereaisledi-
cated crew of administrative professionals, withatmom the
day-to-day business of legislators would be indilyit more
difficult. I'm referring to the Legislative Assempteam led by
all MLAs’ guardian angel, Helen Fitzsimmons. Thekperi-
ence working with MLAs of all stripes, over manyaye and
many governments, has served all of us incredilgl.w

So this week it is our turn to officially recognitee ad-
ministrative professionals in our workplace. So ten we do
to recognize the administrative personnel who wariong and
with us? A better question might be: Why haven't dane
anything yet? | know that there are some in thswpperhaps,
who would suggest that flowers would be the best eu
know, | think that flowers are a good thing, bug gdministra-
tive professionals need more than that — they meedgnition
from us more than once a year.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Official Oppositiomdathe
Third Party, | encourage people to recognize anebcate the
contributions of the administrative professionalgheir work-
places, and | hope they have an administrator ilecgland as
dedicated as the Official Opposition is privilegechave work-
ing with us. In closing, perhaps the simplest agifar us all is
to recall the most effective words in our day-tg-dalation-
ships: “please” and “thank you”.
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Mr. Silver:
tribute on behalf of the Liberals as well, but $tjuvanted to get
to my feet for a second and personally thank ourcas’ ad-
ministrative assistant Jude Layzell. Last yearullgn a fast
one on her, and | didn't read the tribute that ghepared, and
instead | dedicated my whole tribute to her, anthte her cry.
So I'm not going to do that again, but | do wanthank Jude
for all of her hard work. She’s a loyal part of daam, she’s a
great friend, and it's worth mentioning her amazsense of
humour. And, as we can all attest to in this octiopaa good
sense of humour around the office is absolutelerss. So
we would like to thank Jude — or, as we call hethia office,
“our boss”. Thanks, Jude.

In recognition of National Immunization Awareness
Week

Hon. Mr. Graham: April 20 to 27 is National Immu-
nization Awareness Week, and | would like to, ohd&of all
members of the Legislature, pay tribute to Natidnahuniza-
tion Awareness Week. This is an ideal time to msile our
immunizations, and especially those of our childrame up to
date.

A hundred years ago, according to Immunize Canida,
fectious diseases were the leading cause of deatdwide. In
Canada today, they cause fewer than five perceall dieaths,
thanks to the success of immunization programssactbe
country. Dr. Brendan Hanley is Yukon’s chief medlicHicer
of health. He states that immunization is one efrtiost effec-
tive public health interventions in history and tems/ed mil-
lions of lives worldwide.

We rarely hear of diseases any more like diphthetia
bella or tetanus. They don't often have a chandake hold in
a population thanks to public immunization prograyet some
diseases are breaking through again because sgmeses of
the population don't think they need to be immudiZghere is
a good reason we immunize against rubella, pegudghthe-
ria and tetanus and meningococcal diseases. Tleegaarger-
ous; they rob us of sight or hearing or the useunflimbs; they
affect our brains; they kill us or, worse yet, tHély our chil-
dren.

I’'m not trying to be an alarmist; the fact is imnization
does save lives. Unfortunately, thanks to the gseatess of
the public health boom, many of us have grown ceowait.
We think of those old diseases that aren’'t aroumdraore or
that they belong to other continents, other peopiésll, dis-
eases don’t care where we live. They can hop dargegust as
easily as we can, and they land in our home aneaspif we
don’t protect ourselves. In 2002, there were mbant2,000
cases of whooping cough in B.C. One infant diesvbboping
cough in that year.

Just last year there was an outbreak of measl€uéabec
with almost 800 confirmed cases. | will again qubte Han-
ley: “Immunization is a great privilege but it'ssal our respon-
sibility.” In past generations we only have to ldo#ck as far
as our grandparents’ generation. A mother woule divth to a
child, knowing full well that child may die of astiase before
he or she could even go to school.

I'd like to thank the NDP for doing the

We can now protect our children against diseasatsrév-
aged past generations, but we should also thinktatnarselves
as well. How many of us have had a tetanus shtitarast 10
years? What about a pertussis booster? Should wsidey
protecting ourselves against hepatitis A or hejgai? Are we
at risk of contracting shingles? If we don't kndvetanswers to
these questions, we should contact our communittheen-
tres and find out how up to date our immunizaticeedly are.

Finally, I'm pleased to let my colleagues know thia¢
Department of Health and Social Services is langla new
website this week. This site brings together infation on
immunizations, including links to scientifically tted reports
on communicable diseases and the immunizationsctrapro-
tect us against them.

On the site we can find a word from the chief mabaffi-
cer of health Dr. Brendan Hanley, links to otheeragjes with
solid scientifically vented information on immuniizan.

Parents are understandably cautious about what ékey
pose their children to. It's important to look found informa-
tion in reliable spaces. | encourage them to visit
www.yukonimmunize.cas a good starting place.

In recognition of the Yukon Writers Festival

Hon. Mr. Kent: It gives me great pleasure to rise to-
day to recognize the ®3annual Yukon Writers Festival,
known as “Live Words”. Each spring, Yukoners corogether
with local and visiting writers to celebrate Caraadiwriting.
The Yukon’s abundant literary talent is part of cuiture and
history. The festival exposes Yukoners to Canafla&sst au-
thors and encourages Yukon writers to pursue liyesaccess
at all levels.

I'd like to emphasize that the festival is Yukondej with
events happening in Yukon communities, as well e hn
Whitehorse. The opening reception was last nightthet
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre. It showcased Yukon tens
Dennis Allen and Jerome Stueart, as well as fositing writ-
ers from across Canada.

Other events take place throughout Yukon betweem no
and Saturday, including readings in community litemand a
program of readings and music in Haines JunctiorFoday
evening.

Mr. Speaker, alongside the festival is the™3&nnual
Young Authors Conference, which takes place today to-
morrow at F.H. Collins. Students from throughout tfiukon
take part in this event. There are students threma the three
Whitehorse-area high schools as well as St. Elias@unity
School in Haines Junction and Robert Service Schoblaw-
son City.

For our young writers, it is a unique opportunibywvrite
and be coached by accomplished Canadian writenan@sup-
port from national organizations, local communitpgps and
businesses makes the festival happen. | wouldtdikbank the
many partners and sponsors who have collaborated the
years to ensure its success. Financial support tlosngov-
ernment as well as the Canada Council for the Ang the
Writers Union of Canada make it possible to bring tvriters
from across Canada to Yukon.
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Special appreciation is due to our Yukon festivahmit-
tee and volunteers. Their love of the written apdken word
and their hard work ensure a successful event.f@$téval is
produced this year by Public Libraries branch, Rukthools
branch, and Junction Arts and Music.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | would like to remind Yukasehat
the festival is open to the public. Program infotiowa for
events taking place throughout Yukon is availabl®ugh the
local media and at Yukon public libraries. Mr. Skexain con-
clusion, | would like to thank you and | invite mbers of this
Legislature to join in celebrating the Yukon Writdtestival.

In recognition of Yukon Biodiversity Awareness Mont h

an accomplishment, given our extremely cold wintetsort
and cool summers and scarce hibernation sites.

The most common and widespread frog in Yukon is the
wood frog, which is found as far north as Frog Lakethe Old
Crow Flats.

The Columbia spotted frog is pretty rare becausarinot
survive freezing. It has only been sighted in thdaHd River
and Irons Creek area, east of Watson Lake, and enndit
Lake near Carcross.

The boreal chorus frog is found only in La Biche/&iin
the southeast corner of Yukon.

Lastly, the western toad, which is found throughootth-
ern British Columbia, is so far confined to theridi&iver ba-

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise today to ask my colleagues to sjn.

join me in recognizing Yukon Biodiversity Awarenegenth,
which is in April this year. By now, every home haseived a

In closing, | would like to note that Yukon is hontetens
of thousands of plant and animal species, manydawwhere

copy ofYukon Celebrates Spring, a guide to the many activities else in Canada and several nowhere else in thiglwor

taking place around the territory that fosters ppreciation for
wildlife and habitat. Biodiversity is the varietyf all living

things, from the tiniest soil organism to the bigiggmammal.
Every species has a part to play. All life on Eastincredibly
interdependent. Yukon’s biodiversity has four anbjm spe-
cies, 38 fish species, 66 mammal species, 227 dpaties,
more than 1,600 types of plants, and well over &,0%ect
species. Yukoners recognize the importance of raiaimg
biodiversity both here and around the world. Thes/\aorking
hard to ensure habitats remain healthy for the stidariety of
species.

I would like to pay tribute to the many organizasothat
make the events of Yukon Biodiversity Awareness Mor-
or, as it's affectionately known in Environment Yk
YBAM! — with an exclamation point, foHansard — possi-
ble: I'’Association franco-yukonnaise, Canada GarGesitre,
Carcross-Tagish First Nation, Ducks Unlimited Camdanvi-
ronment Canada, Girl Guides of Canada, Kluane Negion,
Marsh Lake Community Association, Society of YukBird
Observatories, Town of Fardphitehorse Sar, Whitehorse
United Church, Yukon College, Yukon Energy Corpionat
Yukon Literacy Coalition\Yukon News and the Yukon Wildlife
Preserve. These organizations host, promote oduwie ac-
tivities, big and small, from the Faro Annual Craared Sheep
Viewing Festival to the popular Girl Guide Snackagk that
feeds all the hungry visitors at the Swan Haverrpretive
Centre.

I would like to make special mention of the froglkva
planned for May 11 by the Carcross Cut-off. Thiarygartici-
pants will be able to check out the sounds of gpitinthe new

Yukon Amphibians brochure published by Environment Yukon.
The Yukon Amphibians brochure is beautiful to look at and full

of information about frogs, toads and even salamendhis is
an excellent example of how the department gersratel
shares knowledge, helping others to act responsihly re-
spectfully in their interactions with the environmte

As | mentioned before, four of the 6,000 or so geof
amphibians found in the world call Yukon home. Qivbat
frogs and toads are ectothermic, or cold-blooded, is quite

While my remarks today focus on Yukon Biodiversity
Month, | would like to recognize the role playedthye Yukon
Conservation Data Centre in preserving biodiversiye. The
CDC is operated by the Yukon government to gatmaintain
and distribute information on animals, plants amdl@gical
communities at risk or of conservation concern ukdh.

This information is essential for the effective ragement
and protection of our natural resources. With soctimto
choose from, | encourage all members of this Heasnjoy a
wildlife viewing event or two during Yukon Biodiveity
Awareness Month. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Are there any introductions of visitors?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker: Under tabling returns and documents, the
Chair has for tablindReport of the Chief Electoral Officer of
Yukon on Palitical Contributions 2012.

The Chair also has for tabling tiReport on Subsistence,
Travel & Accommodations of Members of the Yukon
Legidative Assembly, 2012-2013.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I have for tabling today th¥ukon
Sate of the Environment Interim Report: An Update for Envi-
ronmental Indicators 2013, which is published by Government
of Yukon, through the Environment Yukon departmestwell
as contributions from the Department of Energy, édirand
Resources, Community Services, and other levelgog&rn-
ment, including the City of Whitehorse and the fatlegov-
ernment.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I have for tabling today the
Fleet Vehicle Agency 2013-14 business plan by thikon
Highways and Public Works. | also have the Queé&ister
Agency 2011-12 annual report by the Queen’s PriAtgncy,
Yukon Highways and Public Works, and the Queeniatér
Agency 2013-14 business plan by the Queen’s Prikgency,
Yukon Highways and Public Works.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
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Are there any petitions for presentation?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 11 — additional signatures presented

Ms. Moorcroft: I have for tabling an additional 25
signatures to the petition whereby the undersigask the
Yukon Legislative Assembly to urge the GovernmeihCan-
ada to hold a national public inquiry into missergd murdered
aboriginal women and girls, and to consult with finevinces,
territories and national aboriginal organizatiomstioe terms of
reference of the national public inquiry.

Speaker:  Are there any responses to petitions?

Petition No. 11 — response

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today to respond to Petition
No. 11, which was presented to this House on A&ilPetition
No. 11 urges this government to join the call foe federal
government to hold a national public inquiry intéssing and
murdered aboriginal women and girls and consulh vgitov-
inces, territories and national aboriginal orgatiwes on the
terms of reference of that national public inquiry.

This call for a national public inquiry was suppattby
leaders from the national aboriginal organizatiand premiers
and aboriginal ministers who were in attendandbeafederal-
provincial-territorial meeting held in Winnipeg tasveek. |
bring to members’ attention that, on April 23, troduced a
motion urging the Government of Canada to hold @onal
public inquiry into missing and murdered aborigigals and
consult with the provinces, territories and natloaloriginal
organizations on the terms of reference of theonati public
inquiry.

It is also important to note that the Governmenyakon
was one of the first governments in Canada to baddressing
this tragic issue of missing and murdered aborigimamen
and that much work has been done on this and deisgaes.

Also, between 2013 and 2015, the government isigiray
support to six violence prevention projects: $28,00 the
Kwanlin Dun First Nation to establish a violenceeygntion
worker within the Kwanlin Dun community; $25,000 toe
Liard Aboriginal Women'’s Society for the Together flustice
project to create a community action plan and eragei sys-
tematic change with RCMP training and performai$&s),000
to the Skookum Jim Friendship Centre for a two-yé&&men
of Wisdom project offering skills that can be ussdthe par-
ticipants to develop personal awareness and rezedtieir
individual worth; $25,000 to the Whitehorse Abonigi
Women’s Circle for the Daughter Spirit project, winiwill
address the incidence of self-harm occurrences grmgonng
aboriginal women; $25,000 to the Yukon Aboriginabliven’s
Council for the Brothers in Spirit project, a oneay strength-
based community inquiry project targeting aborigimaen,
where interviews will be conducted to gather storied ex-
periences of aboriginal men who are behaving ioraiolent,
respectful way toward others; and $50,000 to thekoviu
Women’s Transition Home Society, or Kaushee’s Rléaea
two-year elder mentor project to increase the sehs®mmu-
nity support and cultural connections for aborigjisidents of
Kaushee's Place.

The government has also invested heavily in lonmeria
family facilities, as well as in housing that prateewomen and
children fleeing abuse. We have also invested heavisub-
stance abuse programs and are working on the catistr of a
new alcohol and drug treatment facility, as we krtbat sub-
stance abuse is often a driver when it comes tem@ against
women and children.

| think it's important to point out that, while thgovern-
ment is doing its part, the responsibility for deglwith this
important and tragic issue is the community’s. Tdrass this
issue successfully will require the efforts of Filation gov-
ernments, community groups and families — peopledni®
talk about this issue. Cooperation and partnerskgd to con-

Through the Women'’s Directorate, the government haginue to be formed so this issue, which affects mathers,

been providing support to the Yukon Sisters in iSpiroject,
which was designed to research the occurrencesssfrg and
murdered aboriginal women in Yukon. This projecaiso de-
signed to work with families and communities to elep rele-
vant violence prevention and public education atiities.

In related activities, the government has contadubver
$1.5 million since 2004 toward the prevention oblehce
against aboriginal women fund, which is intendedifmova-
tive projects that addresses aboriginal women'stgaéind
wellness in Yukon communities.

Since 2007, the government has provided fundinguiin
the women’s equality fund to the Whitehorse Abaoragi
Women’s Circle, Liard Aboriginal Women’s Societydathe
Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council.

In 2008, the Women'’s Directorate created an abuagi
women’s policy and program manager position thaksead-
vice from First Nation communities, aboriginal wamg or-
ganizations and aboriginal women to ensure impantsabo-
riginal women are addressed and effectively impletee in
government initiatives.

daughters, families and communities, does not naati

We look forward to working with our territorial argto-
vincial counterparts on the terms of reference gonational
inquiry. We look forward to raising awareness omaional
level of an issue that has impacted so many. Alith this
inquiry, the Government of Yukon will continue wiits own
efforts to raise awareness of this issue and ttiraom to work
with those who are most affected. This has beericaity for
this government and it will remain so.

Speaker:  Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tn-co
tinue to work collaboratively with the Governmerit@anada
for funding to improve our highways, construct nsehools,
expand the current hospital and to enable investmesnergy,
transportation and communication infrastructure.
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Hon. Mr. Cathers:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ivit
officials from the Yukon Hospital Corporation to pgar as
witnesses in Committee of the Whole during thergp2013
sitting.

| give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ivit
officials from the Yukon Development Corporationdathe
Yukon Energy Corporation to appear as witnessésoimmit-
tee of the Whole during the spring 2013 sitting.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT a select committee regarding the risks andebitn
of hydraulic fracturing be established,;

THAT Patty McLeod be chair of the committee;

THAT the chair of the committee have a deliberatrate
on all matters before the committee;

THAT the honourable members Hon. Currie Dixon, 8yac
Hassard, Jim Tredger, Sandy Silver and Darius Hiasap-
pointed to the committee;

THAT the committee be mandated to:

(1) gain a science-based understanding of thentealh
environmental, economic and regulatory aspectsydfaulic
fracturing;

(2) gain an understanding of Yukon’s current lemgish
and regulations relevant to the oil and gas ingustr

(3) consider the potential risks and benefits ofiraulic
fracturing if it were used in the Yukon;

(4) facilitate an informed public dialogue for tharpose
of sharing information on the potential risks anehéfits of
hydraulic fracturing as well as gathering inputnfrthe Yukon
public, First Nations, stakeholders and stakehotgteups, in-
cluding non-governmental organizations;

(5) hold public hearings in the two communities thos

likely to be affected by oil and gas developmengt¥én Lake
and Old Crow, and in other Yukon communities asnts
appropriate by the committee;

(6) consider whether hydraulic fracturing can benelo
safely if properly regulated,;

THAT the committee have the power to call for pesso
papers and records and to sit during intersesspmradds;

THAT in exercising its power to call for persongpers
and records, the committee may invite:

(1) officials from the Government of Yukon to appes
witnesses on technical matters;

(2) officials from other North American jurisdictie with
experience in the regulation of hydraulic fractgrio appear as
witnesses on technical matters;

(3) experts in matters related to hydraulic fractgito ap-
pear as witnesses;

(4) representatives of Yukon First Nation governtaemd
Yukon municipalities to appear as witnesses; and

(5) stakeholders and interested parties, includmy-
governmental organizations and members of the qutdiap-

pear as witnesses or provide input through othehoas to be
determined by the committee;

THAT the committee report to the Legislative Assémb
its recommendations regarding a policy approachytraulic
fracturing in the Yukon that is in the public ingst, including:

(1) its findings, if any, regarding the potentig@ks and
benefits of hydraulic fracturing and whether allogithe use of
this technique is in the public interest; and

(2) its recommendations, if any, regarding any steat
should be taken to responsibly regulate hydraulctéiring
should its use in Yukon be allowed;

THAT the committee report to the House its findiagd
recommendations no later than the 2014 springhgittif the
Legislative Assembly;

THAT if the House is not sitting at such time as ttom-
mittee is prepared to present its report, the cdtemichair
shall transmit the committee’s report to the Spgakbo shall
transmit the report to all Members of the LegislatAssembly
and then, not more than one day later, releaseefimt to the
public; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgio
ble for providing the necessary support serviceheéocommit-
tee.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that:

(1) the Government of Yukon chose not to releasesuo
tation data on the Peel land use plan becauseei khe data
would not support its desired outcome;

(2) a statistical analysis of the consultation ddémon-
strates that 80 percent of Yukon respondents stipperfinal
recommended plan;

(3) the Government of Yukon should stop criticiziaugy-
one who disagrees with its position on the develepnin the
Peel region;

(4) the Government of Yukon should accept the sl
the former chair of the Yukon Land Use Planning @mluand
take steps to make the policy and operational chaungquired
to restore public confidence in the land use plagrprocess;
and

(5) the Government of Yukon should accept the wofilan
overwhelming majority of Yukoners and implement tlee-
ommended Peel land use plan.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Discovery Channel to regno
the word “Yukon” from their television program nadngukon
Men.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker:  Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
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QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Education employees making public
statements

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, in its current form, the
Department of Education’s draft policy on makingblci
statements appears to be entering i@barter-rights-to-
freedom-of-speech territory.

Teachers are telling me that educators did notifotfieir
Charter rights when they entered the teaching profes<om.
Monday the Minister of Education said there wouéddonsul-
tation with the Yukon Teachers Association and ithan the
draft policy, and that further changes are beingt@mplated
based on those discussions.

My question to the minister is straightforward. Wihas
the minister discovered after having consulted wéhchers
and what changes will be made to the policy?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Just a couple of clarifications | think
are important with respect to this. These are dee in draft
form, still being worked on, and they provide guida on an
existing government policy that has been aroundesit®94.
It's one of the GAM policies dealing with public monunica-
tions and conflict of interest. As mentioned, itsafast created
in 1994 here in the territory. It has gone througgny different
governments, including governments of all partiegresented
in this House. These policies are in place in eyengdiction
in Canada and apply to all government employeess. Whrk is
still at the operational level; officials are wanli officials
have been engaging with the Yukon Teachers Assogiand
others. Once we get to a final draft — there hdveady been
changes made, | understand. | haven't been involvdatiese
discussions and nor should | be there at the dpaedtstage
right now. | look forward to seeing the final drafhice it has
been completed.

Ms. Hanson: It's true that guidelines do exist and
have always existed, but there are new aspectsstonthe draft
policy in its current form is not about confidefiitya It is a
very broad policy that requires Education employeeget
clearance before they, and | quote, “provide infation to the
media on any education-related matter”, end quobteven re-
quires all Education employees to get directioradvance to
determine if they can speak and what they can saypablic
education-related function.

The way the draft policy is written, teachers aghtfully
worried they won't be able to participate in pubfieetings,
like school council meetings, unless they are el@aboes the
minister have a new draft policy that he will redeaso that
teachers and the public can determine if the ratesreason-
able and do not infringe ddharter rights?

Hon. Mr. Kent: One of the disappointing things that
comes from the Leader of the Official Oppositionthis is the
fearmongering that exists. The document that skefégring to
is the first draft that was shared with the Yukagadhers As-
sociation. There have been several drafts and esamgde to
that document since that original one was let. Gtisefinal-
ized, of course, I'll be happy to share it and looking for-
ward to reviewing it.

One of the important things to also mention is goweent
employees, particularly those employees in the Reynt of
Education, have access to a lot of sensitive patstegal and
business information that can impact people’s livasd that
information has to be treated carefully. The Deaparit of
Education is very complex — obviously we deal wittildren,
we are responsible for information on our immigraonpula-
tion — so again, that's why we have those poliégreplace.
The purpose of these guidelines once they're comgle- not
the first draft that the Leader of the Official @ition is
fearmongering about — we look to help ensure thpleyees
in the Department of Education can understand tlesiponsi-
bilities with respect to this type of informatioAgain, it's in-
formation that involves children, immigrants, arttiers that is
held within the department.

Ms. Hanson: The minister opposite is doing a disser-
vice to himself and to his public service by sudigesthat we
are fearmongering. It is educators who have rdisisdssue —
educators. | would repeat that teachers understaddrespect
confidentiality. This is not about confidentialityremind this
House that it is the Yukon Party that has severegfricted
public access to public information about decisioaking and
that has refused to act on promises to implementathistle-
blower protection. This policy is another tightepinf the
noose on civic participation. This policy came gutlanuary.
Then, as now, there were a lot of controversiakatan issues
being discussed in staff lounges, at school coune#tings and
in the public domain. | refer to the rushed coratidh on
changes to calendars, to the confusion about FAHin€ Sec-
ondary School and the issue of homophobia at V&®éson-
dary School.

Why was the draft policy released at this spetifiee and
when will the minister present a revised policytttespects our
teachers?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, | have to mention that the
Leader of the Official Opposition is wrong and sh&armon-
gering on this. The document that she tabled s Hftouse was
the first draft. It has undergone several iteratiand modifica-
tions since then based on feedback from the Yukeacfiers
Association and others.

The Department of Education deals with very sevesiitn-
formation — information about our children, infortize about
our immigrant population and information about ethéVhen
it comes to this type of information, we want tokaaure that
the guidelines that are supporting a policy thas baen in
place since 1994 and has been through the rulex&rgments
from all sides of this House — there has been a lgDvern-
ment, Liberal government and several Yukon Partyego
ments since that time — are going to help to enthaeall of
our employees, not just the teachers — we havensbau of
employees in the department — understand the regplities
with respect to this type of information.

Fearmongering and tabling a very first draft isespect-
ful, and | think the Leader of the Official Oppasit should be
ashamed of herself.
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Question re:

Ms. White:
deaths of five people in Porter Creek last winl@cal retailers
have done a brisk trade in carbon detectors. Tiagedotivate
people to action and there is no doubt that the/gmiable
deaths of the Rusk family and Mr. McNamee from oarb
monoxide poisoning made people take action. Yukoméd
owners have been motivated to have their chimnfeyaaces
and wood stoves inspected. The necessary work & saéety
requirements can be very costly — in the thousaridiollars
— and even if they know their homes require reniowat or
new installations for safety reasons, many peopg not be
able to afford the job.

My question is this: Will the Government of Yukoe m-
troducing new financial supports for homeownergésform
renovations or new installations to their heatirygtesms so
their homes are safe?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
by the member opposite, we do have a program iceptalled
the “home repair program,” and that does applyutodce up-
grades and modifications to heating units. Thasamething
that they can access right now, and it's availabliedividuals.
We are looking, through the Yukon Housing Corpamatiinto
introducing a separate program that speaks spaitjfio heat-
ing systems and appliances just to help out, perhajih the
marketing of the program. That hasn’t been donghyétin the
meantime they can access the home repair progranindee
types of expenditures.

Ms. White: I'm familiar with the home repair pro-
gram. My concern is that if someone is accessirghbme
repair program for installation or other safetyuiss, they will
run out — they will max out at their $35,000. Wevba do-
mestic well program, where rural residents recéveinterest
loans to drill wells and pay back the governmenfive, 10 or
15 years. Those same people can also access the repiaar
program, so my question: Will the minister outlime plans for
this new heating system program and when can wecexp
see that available?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'll be happy to outline those plans
and the availability once the Yukon Housing Corpiorahas
conducted their diligence on that. Again, the hoeair pro-
gram is presently being promoted for the purposeoofieown-
ers and landlords having their heating systemseictsil and/or
repaired to confirm safe operations. With respedht maxi-
mum amount, just on a personal note, I've had mgdce and
oil tank replaced in the past couple of years, ianeas in and
around the $10,000 mark. So | don't anticipaterttaxing out
at the $35,000 mark, as the member opposite siggetitbe a
problem for the majority of Yukoners who are loakito ac-
cess this program.

Oil-fired appliance safety

Question re:
Mr. Silver:
cal newspaper, the Premier was asked about thentjzdtef
opening the Victoria Gold mine near Mayo.
The original plan for the mine was to tie into twdsting
power grid. However, the Premier told the papet thare is
now a second option on the table: having the mareetate its

Victoria Gold power generation

Mr. Speaker, in a recent article in the lo-

own power by burning diesel or possibly a dieselrs gas

Yukon’s fire marshal said that after the mix, and | quote: “Those two options are still &ve table and

being discussed by the company and officials ad”w€&he
article goes on to say that, according to the Viatdsold
president, the company has no plans to generavsvitspower,
“No, it's still our intention to tie into the gridVe're actually
not permitted to have our own power system, soeweorking
very closely with Yukon Energy Corporation to tied the grid
and have them provide power.”

The company and the Premier seem to be in contiaalic
with each other here, and | just want to know: DibesPremier
stand by his comments, or does he want to corheciptiblic
record?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would encourage the member
not to assume that every story in the newspapakiays cor-
rect. We know the media — we assume they make és¢ b
intentions but, in fact, in this case, yes, themeehbeen discus-

With respect to this question raised sions that have gone on between Yukon Energy Catioor

and Victoria Gold. As far as them hooking up to ¢nil, that
has not been determined to be the final option et there
has also been discussion between Yukon Energy Cairpo
and Victoria Gold, as well as the Department ofrggeMines
and Resources and Victoria Gold about the podsilaifiVicto-

ria Gold choosing to generate its power on-site.dgbnitive

conclusion has been reached at this time.

Mr. Silver: | guess there is still a contradiction here
between the president of Victoria Gold and the Peemegard-
ing the mine’s intention to get power. Victoria @akants to
hook into the grid. That is what they told the lloggedia and
that's what it says on their website, and | qué€rid power
currently runs along the highway and Victoria haketéer of
intent in place with the Yukon Energy Corp to suppgrid
power via a spur line to be constructed along tkistiag ac-
cess road.” This is going to be a very large custonvr.
Speaker. I'll move on.

We know our power grid is already stretched toliitst.
Does the Energy Corporation have sufficient cagaoitserve
this mine and what will the source of that powe? be

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member is trying to create the
sense of a contradiction between what the compadygav-
ernment are saying. | think the member is reafiiifig here. In
fact, as we indicated, yes, the company had platmédok up
to the grid. That plan is still a possibility buevave also had
discussions with them at a ministerial level, atepartmental
level and at a corporation level about the possiif Victoria
Gold doing on-site energy production themselves. IAs
stated on a number of occasions in the House, é&ferwould
give permission for a mine — including Victoria @o} to tie
into the grid, there would be a number of stepswaaild have
to be met and we would have to believe it was elibst inter-
ests of Yukoners and ratepayers. Energy projecthaif size
also require approval by the Yukon Utilities Bodrefore they
can commence and before those assets can be adtedhe
rate base.

So there are a number of tests that have to bessftitly
met and approvals have to be given not only byvihieon En-
ergy Corporation and by government, but also byh&on
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Utilities Board, for energy projects of that sif¢hey are to be
added on to the public grid.

Mr. Silver:
than trying to get answers from this minister.

of the community when the road connecting thens fato the
Porcupine River. This road runs past the eastedroéthe Old

For the record, I'd much rather be fishing Crow airport, over land owned and maintained by Yidon

government. The ice is breaking up and the rivem'twwait for

Maybe the Yukon Energy Corporation appearing in thehis government to make a decision.

Legislature this spring, as I've requested — anche&rd today
that they're going to show up; that's great — coalttually
give us some answers about these particular compatiach-
ing themselves to the grid.

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources has isai
the past that he’s looking forward to developmentite Eagle
mine site in 2013. He also said that the governnh@st been
advised that the Eagle property will be in productby 2014-
15. Now, this is a very large project and it invedva great deal
of preparation from both the company and the gaweimrt. At
this point, Victoria Gold is focusing on securing financing
and we are very happy to see this project movimgdod.

We know the Energy Corporation is working very hard
supplying power and answering the power questionstHis
particular project. Is the government still antatipg develop-
ment this summer, and what preparations is it déinghake
sure that it's ready when this comes on to the?grid

Hon. Mr. Cathers: A few points that have to be said
in context — Victoria Gold has gone through the YAAS
process. They have successfully received a recoutatien
from YESAB and a decision document recommendingptioe
ject proceed. The company has not yet appliedhfeir quartz
mining licence, which is another step that mustaben.

It is a very challenging market right now, not jfst Vic-
toria Gold but for other companies with large unalengs. If
the member follows the news, stock markets areperaod of
undervaluing a significant number of opportunities.

| would direct the member’s attention to the proidbat |
tabled in the House, between Yukon Development @atjon
and me, as well as the letter of expectation, wiégls out a
number of expectations, including our key expeotetithat the
Development Corporation ensure its subsidiary dpsrin a
manner consistent with the government’s overaluirement
that Yukon Energy Corporation provide Yukoners wstife,
reliable and cost-effective electrical power — artgcular, that
Yukon Energy Corporation minimizes financial riskssists
government, as required, with technical informattonhelp
government make good decisions, including policgigiens
about new energy projects; undertakes new enermgjegis as
directed by government; and performs maintenancexaiing
assets. The member will also see a number of refeseto
ensure that — | gather I'm out of time, Mr. Spealsar | will
have to provide that information later, but | eneme the
member to read the letter.

Question re:  Old Crow riverbank erosion

Mr. Elias: | have a question for the Minister of High-
ways and Public Works. Old Crow is very close tlgeut in
half. Access to the rock quarry —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Elias: Do | have the floor, Mr. Speaker?

The Chief Zzeh Gittlit School and traditional hungfi
grounds — these important places will be severenh fihe rest

When will this government take responsibility ftvetland
it owns in Old Crow and shore up the riverbank tevent an
important community transportation route from beidg-
stroyed?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the member
for Old Crow for raising this important questiondacertainly
bringing light to it.

As the member opposite is very much aware, | hadth
portunity to actually meet with members of the \uint
Gwitchin government last month in the community ©fd
Crow, during which time this matter arose as a venyortant
issue. The Department of Community Services andDhe
partment of Highways and Public Works have commiitte
working with the government to address this verypadntant
issue. At this time, we are awaiting informatioonfr officials
from the Vuntut Gwitchin government to advance fiigject.

Mr. Elias: That's good to hear. I'd like to hear from
the Minister of Highways and Public Works thouglecause
this area falls directly within his department tisipart of the
airport right of way and it is a part of the rodtlat are being
maintained in Old Crow.

It's important to note that the Vuntut Gwitchin $tiNation
is doing the Yukon government’s job. Despite thet that the
land belongs to the Yukon government, last Septenthe
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation went to the trouble adnsulting
with an engineering firm to assess the cost ofrathe river-
bank shored up. It might surprise you to learn ifsnot a lot
of money, Mr. Speaker; it's approximately $150,000that’s
it. We're talking about one-hundredth of one-petceh a
commitment from the territorial budget here an@ppears to
not be in the budget this year. | don't see it lma item.

Can the Premier assure my constituents the prokigim
be addressed and the threat to the community ofCodelv will
be alleviated immediately?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. To answer my esteemed colleagueMthister
of Community Services stated that we will be the#th the
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation.

| just want to put on record that the Transportatand
Maintenance branch has a 950 Cat loader, a 12@r@der, a
steel drum packer and a D6 Cat, and our Aviati@nbdin has a
loader and a five-tonne dump truck. Not too lon@ agdid
speak with the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin about &gine
Enterprises, which is a Pelly and Vuntut Gwitchmmpany,
and they have some larger Cats, larger hoes, aBsitanne
rock truck. Absolutely, Highways and Public Worksrey with
Community Services will be there at the table tsistsn any
way that they can.

Mr. Elias: It's also important to note that | met with
these ministers in the fall and again in Januatgtthem know
that this issue was of importance to the commuriity. also
important to note that $150,000 is going to be ipligtd by 10
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if this isn't rectified immediately. With the Preemi and the
Finance minister’s prudent fiscal management, iktlthe time
is now for them to alleviate this problem. What constituents
want to hear on the floor of the House today ispfiD worry,

this river’'s going to be fixed. The riverbank isiggto be sta-
bilized and you don’'t have to worry about the ascexite to
the traditional harvesting grounds, to the ChieklZzGittlit

School or to residential subdivisions.”

It's a simple answer from the government. They weed
aware of this six months ago.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Vuntut Gwitchin for the question. | think the answeas al-
ready been provided by the Minister of Communityv®es in
terms of how we are waiting for an assessment tddme be-
fore we can move forward. It was well articulatgctte Minis-
ter of Highways and Public Work — the assets thiatavail-
able to be able to deal with this problem. The menib also
correct that this government is in a strong finahpiosition as
a result of 10 years of strong economic growth eessalt of the
good strong policies that this government has loadee that
we have economic prosperity — that we are in faca iposi-
tion to be able to spend the money in places wheset things
come up. | have spoken about this in the House ntiamgs.
We are in a position to be able to meet the newatsare some-
times unexpected — last year, for example, withfbading in
Upper Liard and perhaps with what is going on wiih road in
Old Crow.

| appreciate the question. | think the answer wall ar-
ticulated. As a result of the Yukon Party governmere are in
a position to be able to deal with this and othefioreseen in-
cidents if they do arise.

Question re:  Mayo B project

Mr. Tredger:
sponsible indicated he does not know productionrég from
Mayo B. Despite repeated requests for informatiamf this
minister, we are not getting answers. We have hetdVayo
B is not running at full capacity. Constituents teiing us that
you can't run the water through the turbine at ftdipacity
without causing winter flooding — flooding that datens the
Village of Mayo. The government is clearly awaretluf flood-
ing issues in Mayo, because it has budgeted mameyfind-
ing a permanent engineering solution for winteoécabate-
ment along the Mayo River.” The winter floodingMayo is a
new and ongoing problem, seemingly since the coattn of
Mayo B.

What is the cause of the winter flooding in Mayal dras
this government found a permanent engineeringisol@t

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
preamble of the member’'s question and point out tha
members either do not understand how the struetor&s or
are choosing to ask questions that create a diffémgression.

| would point out that not only are there two calgdmns
with very capable boards of directors and staff whanage
this — the Yukon Development Corporation and Yukem
ergy Corporation — there is also a process whergdhulator
that has the primary responsibility for regulatiig utility is
the Yukon Utilities Board. In the last rate apptioa from the

Mr. Speaker, yesterday the minister re-

First of all, let me address the

Energy Corporation, interveners asked 1,200 writfeestions
that were answered. Yukon Energy Corporation stgiént
three days on the stand answering questions, iimgjutle costs
and benefits of all energy options.

For the members to try to create a sense of wisatdist
per kilowatt hour is, it really depends — the usafe&arious
energy production assets on the system is depeodettitings
including water flow, the yearly cycles, demandtba system,
et cetera. | would certainly be happy to have sipffear before
this House, as they will later this sitting, to waes those de-

| want to thank the Member for tailed questions, but for the members to expedtaapswer to

that simply does disservice to how the structureraigs and is
not —

Speaker: Order please. The member's time has
elapsed.
Mr. Tredger: | guess that's why they call it Question

Period. This member does expect an answer. Thesacis a
thing as ministerial responsibility, and it's thdnister's re-
sponsibility to be fiscally responsible and to daection for
the corporations.

The people from Mayo have told me that, for mosthef
winter, there has been heavy equipment working Nfeg/o
River clearing ice and managing flow. Of courses thaises
many questions — the ability of Mayo B to run dt &apacity;
environmental impacts; what is the long-term plard avho
bears the cost?

Can the minister responsible tell this House whatenvi-
ronmental impacts of the heavy equipment workingthie
Mayo River are? How long will the work continue anto is
paying for it?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all to the member’s asser-
tions, the member is again trying to paint a piettirat either
demonstrates that the member simply doesn’t uretetshow
the structure works or prefers to engage in mudslon rather
than constructive debate.

I'd ask the member, when he asks about the coskilwer
watt hour from the Mayo B dam project, what's thastcper
kilowatt hour from the Whitehorse dam? What's tlustcper
kilowatt hour from Haeckel Hill? Is the member fathg in
capital costs? Or is the member factoring in opamat cost?
The windmills, as we’ve pointed out, have not beery effec-
tive. This is why we have a process that involvekon En-
ergy Corporation going to the Yukon Utilities Bodiar de-
tailed questions and accountability and why we haieesses
from the corporations appear in front of the Legjiske Assem-
bly to answer questions of that detail.

The member is oversimplifying the situation ancheit
doesn’t understand how the system works and thegergrid
works or is choosing to engage in mudslinging fastfun. As
far as the river goes, | look forward to providimgre informa-
tion about that in the next response.

Mr. Tredger:
| am not engaging in mudslinging, and trying to getanswer
from him is not fun.

The people of Mayo deserve answers, and so dolthe u
mate ratepayers, the Yukon public. The ministepoasible

Let me assure the minister opposite that
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has been avoiding answering our straightforwardstioes
about energy production choices.

The flooding is causing damages to property. A \gno-
ductive and decades-old farm has been floodedaat lavice.
Valuable dirt that took years to build up was wakhway for-
ever. Homes in the Village of Mayo, within the dikehave
flooded this winter. People have had to use puropget rid of
the water.

Mr. Speaker, what recourse will there be for pedple
Mayo whose property has been damaged by the flg@din

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I want to just clarify for the mem-
ber opposite that it was at the request of theaydl of Mayo
and at the request of the Na Cho Nyak Dun Firsiodahat we
provide assistance to the community of Mayo, andhaee
been doing that over the years.

The winter flooding of the Mayo River is certairdy un-
anticipated event that has been occurring, ans vtery com-
plex, and there are many contributing factors.

the government has given to Northwestel, I'm natllyesure
exactly what she means, but | do know that, overdburse of
the past several decades, various governments \vaxed
with Northwestel, as the lone provider, to enhaimfeastruc-
ture.

The proposal we have discussed — the idea of wgrkin
with the private sector to develop a second filpcoroute to
the south — hasn'’t been allocated any funding Wét. have
identified some money in the budget to do someilfidisg
work, but we haven't yet expended any money, sanftcknow
exactly what she’s asking about on that issue.

I would agree with her assessment that the ICTstrgus
an important component of our economy and thatstgices
provided to Yukoners sometimes don’t match with tmes
provided to those in the south. That's somethirag the take
issue with and certainly want to push NorthwesteVard, as
well as engaging with the CRTC to ensure that tregulatory
means for pushing service providers in that dicgctire also

What the government has done, though, is that we ha encouraged.

gone to work with the Mayo community. We have gdae
work with Yukon Energy Corporation, with the Depaent of
Fisheries and Oceans, on opening up the diversiamrels,
which have been a very effective means and areningrt
within the assessment provided through DepartmeFRisher-
ies and Oceans on an emergency basis.

In the meantime, we have committed to developimgyio
term strategies to prevent or to mitigate this winlooding
problem as we see it, and we are doing so in calélon with
our community partners.

Mr. Speaker, we do have dollars allotted for flooiliga-
tion in this year's budget, as we have allotteddfog in the
past to address this issue. We understand theitpribat the
Village of Mayo and the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Natibas
allotted to this, and we are committed to findihgttlong-term
solution.

Question re:  Communication infrastructure

Ms. Stick:
Internet service are important for our economy, tfe health
and security of our communities and have incredgibgcome
an essential way of life. Yukon consumers’ expeargmnare not
always positive. We pay more for Internet, and iseninter-
ruptions are common and costly. Northwestel’s anoed
planned modernizations to rural Yukon have beetvededue
to a recent CRTC decision on wholesale pricing. Yhé&on
government’s announcement of a new ICT secretariatel-
come news, if it means that Yukon’s investmentmfrastruc-
ture upgrades result in better service and théabd grow the
IT sector economy.

What has been the Yukon government’s total contiobu
to Northwestel for Internet service upgrades ang Hoes the
government measure whether the public receive vétue
money?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
her kind words about the policy direction this gaweent has
taken with regard to prioritizing the ICT indust§ our econ-
omy and the actions we've taken to date to stinsudativity in
that industry. With regard to her specific questairout monies

Mr. Speaker, telecommunications and

Thanks to the member opposite for

Ms. Stick: The Yukon government needs to be pre-
pared to invest in improving IT services, but tbigthusiasm
must be tempered. Investments need to be strategicget
results for customers, for small businesses, arg beow
Yukon’s IT sector, which can be a source of newwedge
economy jobs. An independent IT strategy reporthan Eco-
nomic Development website suggests that the Yulkoremp-
ment, as the largest consumer, needs to be swafeigs 1T
investments are to result in services that canterea IT pri-
vate industry and better service for consumers.

How is the minister ensuring that, prior to comingtad-
ditional taxpayer dollars to Northwestel for infirasture im-
provements, a strategy will be in place to ensunglip goals
are met?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Indeed, there is a strategy in place.
She just referenced it. We, in collaboration withThs, the
Yukon information technology industry sector, dexmld a
sector strategy for that industry that is now pshtid on a web-
site. She has seen the strategy; she has referénaed now
she is asking me where it is. So | would direct &k to the
website where she found it. That's where the gisate.

That strategy comes up with a number of recommenda-
tions for government and for industry for how towvedorward
with the ICT industry in the territory. We have ensed that
report. We paid for it. Indeed, we're working wittdustry to
implement the recommendations.

As a part of that, we've already developed a dinete
within the Department of Economic Development toilfate
that sort of implementation. I've identified comenfling for the
YITIS group to provide for some intra-industry @ibration
and to assist with the industry in coordinatingéfforts. I've
also indicated that we're willing to explore thespibility of a
second fibre optic link to the south.

So there are a number of activities that we haweriaken
already. There are a number of things we’ve coneahitb, and
there is strategic work that has been done alreddgh pro-
vides us with guidance for going forward.
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Ms. Stick:
Development website suggests public governmentsosgho
whether they want to be owners and have a stakeeifiT in-
frastructure or use other approaches to be casaiysd lever-
age public investment in this sector.

Throughout the world, there are different approagheb-
lic governments are taking to IT infrastructure @amdIT econ-
omy. What conditions is the Yukon government pregato
place on any future infrastructure funding to prévll provid-
ers, and has it ruled out a partial ownership siaka major
infrastructure project it helps to finance?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: At this point we haven't ruled out
any option. Of course, we are considering a nurobeptions
for how we might move forward with that particulanoject. |
would suggest, though, that | think it's a goodader us to
take into consideration a number of different fastancluding
the role that First Nations may want to play inttaad the role
that their development corporations may want toy phathat
project. Private companies themselves, I'm surd, b inter-
ested and, of course, there is always going to odeafor gov-
ernment as an important component there.

| have indicated previously in answers in this Hotisat |
believe the private sector really needs to bedhd In this sort
of thing, but I've obviously made commitments tlla¢ gov-
ernment is willing to support them and work withdirstry to
see a project move forward. Ultimately, the streetaf what-
ever ownership model that could evolve for thatipalar pro-
ject isn’t yet determined. As I've said, we haveigated that
we are willing to do a pre-feasibility study on ghiAt this
stage, we simply don’t have the details that thenbvexr oppo-
site is asking for.

Those are details that will come out in the plagrnoce-
dures and, as we move forward with a feasibilitydgt I'm
sure the answers to her questions will begin torgemeand |
will be in a position to respond more accuratelyvasapproach
work actually being done on this project.

With that I'd say that the ICT industry’s a prigrifor us;
we’re excited about it and I'm very encouraged bg twork
done to date.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 372

Clerk: Motion No. 372, standing in the name of Mr.
Silver.
Speaker:  Itis moved by the Member for Klondike

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
vite officials from the Yukon Development Corpoaatito ap-
pear as witnesses in Committee of the Whole dutieg2013
spring sitting to answer questions related to tedng energy
shortfall facing Yukon.

The ICT strategy report on the Economic

Mr. Silver: | got the good news this morning: my
months of asking, and we finally get the privilezfeseeing the
Yukon Energy Corporation and the Yukon Developmeat-
poration in this House. | wish the Minister of Eggr Mines
and Resources in his capacity as House Leader vieuédlittle
bit more forthcoming with information. | asked aryeimple
guestion this morning: are you going to put fortmation to-
day calling for the corporations to come forth? \\das he
didn’t say no, he did give the indication that theguld only
do something like that during Committee of the Véhol

Either way, I'm extremely happy that the corporatiare
coming forth. | do think it's worth noting thoughat the minis-
ter went to great lengths this morning in QuestReriod to
take offence to the Member for Mayo-Tatchun. | &ed he
said he was creating a different impression witgard to
Yukon Energy Corporation and Yukon Development ©cap
tion, so | think sometimes maybe he should listerimself
and maybe take his own advice.

Once again, | wish we had that information this niag,
but at the same time | do want to apologize in adeghat my
speech might be a little bit laboured today becaugefinal
notes were done and edited today after the Housaldre
meeting and at that time | was led to believe thatminister
would not do exactly what he did. Anyway, there aneawful
lot of important issues that I'm definitely going get around to
speaking of today.

The motion is pretty straightforward. It calls fitre offi-
cials from the Yukon Development Corporation to egpas
witnesses this spring to answer questions abougent is a
simple request that would allow for debate on aewiange of
topics. I'll go through some of these topics todajope the
motion can be supported by all members of this Akde and
that later this month, or sometime next month —stik don’t
know — that we will have a good debate with ourrggeex-
perts in this Chamber.

I will begin with a statement from the Minister Bhergy,
Mines and Resources. He reminded us a few days—ago
yesterday, | believe, in Question Period — aboet ribie the
Yukon Energy Corporation and Yukon Development ©cap
tion play and | quote: “...we do have two boards antpora-

The time for Question Period has now tions that manage this area. They are ultimatedpoasible to

this government and to the Legislative Assemblytigh my-
self as minister...” That was the Minister of Enerlylines and
Resources, April 23 this year in Question Period.

I could not agree more with that statement asripints
the reason why | have brought forward this motiodaly. The
corporations are ultimately responsible to the &kagive As-
sembly. One of the obligations the minister has isring these
corporations to the Assembly. In February of théaryl put out
a news release calling on the Premier to confirat tfficials
from both the Yukon Hospital Corporation and Yukemnergy
Corporation would appear as witnesses in the Yukegisla-
tive Assembly during the spring session. Today'stiomo
should therefore come as no surprise. We are nhane half-
way through this session and it's only today thathvave noti-
fication that the Yukon Development Corporation ati
Yukon Energy Corporation will be here in the spring
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| wanted to avoid the process that we went throlagh
session | asked, on a regular basis during mofienthe cor-
poration to appear — and the government refused.

| wanted the government to have ample notice thetoyi-
ers have plenty of questions in this field, ana aisthe fields
of health and energy for these officials — queditiat de-
serve answers. | did not receive a response to atiyat that
time.

Once the session began, so did the stalling orréljsest.
Finally, after tabling a motion this week, the gowaent con-
firmed that yes, officials from the Hospital Corption will be
appearing. It took two months, but I'm pleased gbgernment
has finally, if not reluctantly, agreed to this wegt. It would
have been two full years since representatives ttmmYukon
Hospital Corporation have sat in the Legislativesémbly. The
government has been very reluctant to have theocatipns
appear to answer questions, and the public desbetts.

The Yukon Hospital Corporation last appeared Felyrua

15, 2011, and since that time there have been aesignifi-
cant developments. A number of years ago, the YuURarty
government moved the construction of the two newaplials
out of the Department of Health and Social Serviceavoid
the scrutiny of the Legislature and have resistts ¢co have
the corporation appear as well.

As questions mount about the new facilities, it'sideal
time for some accountability to the public. Theoggrom the
Auditor General on the construction of the two rfegpitals in
rural Yukon is one area of questioning, and the-i$#lion
bailout of the corporation is another.

I'm sure that we could spend another day talkinguab
these two items alone. | understand officials wél appearing
in mid-May, and we welcome the government’s chaonfe
mind in agreeing to have them come forward. The ookpo-
ration that appears on an annual basis in this Gkans the
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board. &heas
an act review some years ago and one of the recadatiens
from that review was to formalize the appearancthefcorpo-
ration in this Chamber on an annual basis. It i& meritten
right into the act. Prior to that, the corporat@ppeared on an
ad hoc basis at the whim of the government, muich the
situation we now have with the Hospital Corporatibmould
urge the government to make amendments to the ppai®
legislation to formalize an annual appearance ke Ylukon
Development Corporation, the Yukon Energy Corporatind
the Hospital Corporation.

Accountability and transparency are important to asea
legislator and | am demonstrating that with the iorothat |
have called here today. There is a principle akesthere:
elected officials are doing a disservice to theingtituents if
they forego an opportunity for public insight ono@n corpo-
ration spending. That principle is an important.dbés proba-
bly as important as the content of the discusstealfi It's
about being open and accountable. | also appreitiatarm’s-
length relationship of the corporation.

The ministers responsible for the Hospital Corgorabr
for the Workers’ Compensation Health and SafetyrBaa for
Yukon Energy Corporation often stand in this Hoase say,

“I'm not responsible for that. That was a boardisien.” In
many cases they are absolutely correct. There arerder of
questions we have that can only be answered bgdhmora-
tion. To deny us the ability to ask these questloneefusing to
bring officials into this House is — | don't thirlkcan use the
words here in this House, but | believe that mynpaian be
made on where | think this government stands.

The circular argument of “I'm not responsible buiuy
can't ask that question to those people who arebisa strong
argument and it is more of a deflection. | belidvat Yukoners
deserve better. In moving forward, | would loves@e some
kind of changes to the legislation to allow theHeeo corpora-
tion to also appear on a regular basis.

With all due respect to the ministers responsiie often
learn more about power and electrical rates and emargy
future in two hours with the corporation than ower entire
sitting with the minister. As the Member for Mayat€hun
referenced earlier, there is a reason we call #sfjan Period
and not answer period.

As an aside, in our experience with the Workersmpen-
sation Health and Safety Board in here, it seemmédhat the
officials are relishing the opportunity to set tleeord straight
and to have those conversations.

It has been two years since officials last appeaed
hopefully we can get a chance to ask some questiuison
Development Corporation did not appear in 200902012
and last appeared in 2011, more than two years \Afgb. re-
gard to Yukon Development Corporation, which Igspeared
on February 17, 2011, to be precise, the list oiceons is very
long. I think even the government would agree thare are
important issues here. | believe that every merobethat side
of the House has been asked questions by theitit@rgs on
many of the questions and concerns and issue$ #matgoing
to lay out. | believe the public would benefit frdraving some
of these questions answered. Let’s look throughesofithem.

We're looking for a progress report on Mayo B. How
much power is the expansion producing, for example”have
questions about the future of current rate subsiditne gov-
ernment recently announced a one-year extensithretmterim
electrical rebate. We have questions about theoatfrequent
power outages that we experience here in the Ywktnhave
guestions about new industrial customers. Who lag? What
are the timelines for them coming on to the grat, éxample?
I'll talk more about this situation later on.

The recently signed January 2013 letter of intentreate
a power purchase agreement with Copper North Midiogpo-
ration, other PPAs that are already in place, séiicdbthers that
have been negotiated — have the existing PPAs bean-
cially successful? What impact might Victoria Gdiding de-
veloped have on our power system? There seems #ocbe-
flict of information on how the mine will get powest, and |
didn’t really receive an answer today either. Let raad from
the recent story — and this is a quote from Yakon News:
“It's estimated that Eagle will use up almost 10Qagvatt-
hours of electricity, but there appears to be samefusion
over where that power will come from. The origipéhn was
to tie Eagle into the territorial power grid. Buadboski said
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there is now a second option on the table: havieghine gen-
erate its own power by burning diesel, or possildiesel-
natural gas mix,” — and the Premier's quote was Fadse

two options are still on the table and being disedsby the
company and officials as well. | can’t speculatevamat ex-

actly will be the requirements and how it will bmoked at. |

know that energy requirements is something thah bot Vic-

toria Gold and officials are working on to see wisathe best
solution for the mine and for the ratepayers, thegayers and
citizens of Yukon.” This is what the Premier sdidit accord-
ing to McConnell, the company has no plans to geeits

own power.

His quote: “No, it's still our intention to tie iatthe grid.
We're actually not permitted to have our own posygstem, so
we’re working very closely with Yukon Energy Corpdion to
tie into the grid and have them provide power...” flfifrom
the Yukon News, April 12, 2013.

The whole point of bringing this up once again hisrthat
perhaps the corporation could clear up some ofabigusion
— the corporation’s financial plan is another exém his
year's budget has $2.625 million for Mayo B rategray sup-
port. | have a few questions | would like to ask torporation
about that. How many years will the taxpayers bginuafor
this, for example?

I've already raised questions in Question Periodualthe
corporation’s obligation to serve new industriasttumers. The
minister says it is not an absolute obligation. M\ighere is the
line? I'd like to ask the corporation for its viesn this ques-
tion. What happens if a company wants to hook uptha cor-
poration refuses?

the increased load will rise year after year frqopraximately
30 percent to over 70 percent.

Recent developments around liquefied natural gas, o

LNG, could certainly impact those numbers — agaiome-
thing to discuss with the corporation.

In the long term, there is a possibility of coniegtto the
North American grid. A commitment to advance thimlgwas
a campaign commitment of both the Yukon Party dmelLtib-
eral Party in the last election campaign. In tharssterm, this is
obviously not a solution.

Let’s talk a little bit about the future of LNG the Yukon.
It's a very hot topic right now, and | know the poration has
been proactive in moving on this initiative. Thevgmment, on
the other hand, has been slow to respond to thé& Wweing
done by both YEC and YECL. We're at a point nhow mhe
both the private and the public energy companiesvaiting
for the government to produce regulations to govkenuse of
LNG in the Yukon. The government isn’t part of gwution in
this case. It's part of the problem.

| introduced a motion recently — Motion No. 411l tead
it into the record again:

“THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
proceed with regulations governing LNG so that Yuklelec-
trical can switch over generators from diesel tdd.N

Now, the purpose of this motion is very straightfard. |
am urging the government to get these rules inepldbe min-
ister has talked about LNG for some time, but lséled to “set
the table”, so to speak, for Yukon Energy Corporatind oth-
ers to proceed.

Now | know that the NDP they say that they dorkelihe

The long-delayed IPP policy — Yukon Development-Cor idea of LNG. Unfortunately, because of the lackptEnning,

poration is involved in that as well. Yukoners wabuike to
hear their thoughts on it. Perhaps they can expldig four
years after the minister promised it was coming,sti#é have
nothing delivered.

Also, some of the long-delayed net metering padicad
Yukon Development Corporation’s involvement and nog
on that issue.

There are questions that arise from the recentrgerse
application in 2012 and the Utilities Board ruliog that appli-
cation. The recently tabled shareholders letteexgfectations
and the recently tabled protocol between the gowent and
the corporation have also raised a number of questiThe
topic of governance and the idea of a separatedtfoaryukon
Development Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporatie
another interesting topic that | would love to havehance to
discuss with the corporations and the boards. Thgebt one:
How will future power needs be met? It has beercritesd to
me as an “energy cliff” or an “energy shortfall’hdt's what
Yukoners are facing. There are many ways to desdtjand
they all mean the same thing.

We are at a capacity for hydro and yet the demamtirc
ues to grow. If some of the industrial customemmem®n-board
in the next few years, we are going to be scrargblinkeep
up. How are we going to meet these energy demahcks®yd-
ing to a document filed by the Energy Corporatiorihie 2012
GRA, the answer is mostly diesel. Diesel use asregmtage of

the Yukon is currently left with very few optiond/e are not
ready to move on other projects after a decadeutdN Party
government. It's better than diesel, and it wilvaao do until
other options become available.

We have no ideological objections to liquefied natgas.
This does not mean that a more viable, renewabté&orop
should not be immediately invested into, and itsdnet mean
fracking in the Yukon. | would love to have thisneersation
with the Yukon Energy Corporation and the Yukon Blep-
ment Corporation. | would relish the opportunitydiscuss the
viability of beginning with the frack-free, made-fukon lig-
uefied natural gas industry. Tell me there wouldrét market
for such a product.

But I'm not the expert, Mr. Speaker. What | do knaswv
that there is promising work being done in Eaglair®, and if
this government ever learned to get along withkhska, there
would be potential in the southeast Yukon as well.

LNG could power our territory for years to comeiuatir
renewable resources, our renewable sources, are dawel-
oped. | know that Yukon Energy is interested in kirng with
any proponent who could supply this resource lgcdivery
year, millions of dollars are drained out of ouritery to buy
fuel that is produced in other parts of Canadastfimates are
correct, we are sitting on another option, one tatcan pro-
duce here at home, one that can produce steadyagjothsa
steady economy. This is worth pursuing.
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When the session ends, there will be a committg@aice
to examine the issue of fracking. A properly plathre#l and
gas industry would have seen this discussion tédeeseveral
years ago. The government’s intent, however, tallfindo the
right thing and to engage the public in this delisteow very
encouraging. The Yukon Party does not want to heentord,
but just as there currently is a moratorium onisgaklaims in
the Peel, there is, and there must be, a morataviufnacking
in the Yukon from now until the committee’s workdsne and
Yukoners receive all the facts.

| think that there has been an assumption mademg s—
and it's an incorrect assumption — that an LNG stduin the
Yukon would necessarily mean fracking in the Yuk@ur
conventional gas resources are huge, probably éntugup-
ply our domestic market for years to come.

As legislators, we will receive some direction frahe
public on the issue of fracking and we’ll let thenamittee do
its work. However, to rule out the entire indusfoy fear of
fracking is wrong because there is a conventioesdurce that
can be extracted without fracking, and our partieles in that
industry. It will be an industry that we will tryp tencourage in
the years to come. It will take private and pulskéctor invest-
ment, it will take an improved relationship withr&ti Nation
governments, and it will take political leadership.

As far as energy planning goes, | would like to aciode
with some points about energy planning and abatéhation-

In recent years the Yukon government has even edfts
allow officials from the corporation to appear retLegislative
Assembly to answer questions. I'm glad to hear thday they
have changed their minds. With the amount of mobeiyng
spent, | believe we need to discuss these options.

There are, of course, advantages to leaving th=sseisd
sions inside the corporation if the corporatiorliswed to do
its work free of political influence and interfe@n In recent
years this has been an impossible task. Once agsihaving
this conversation is one thing; having the corporain here to
be part of this conversation — | relish the oppoityu and |
would love to hear from the corporations on thiggarsal.

In conclusion, | have demonstrated today that tlieneo
shortage of topics to discuss and | believe Yukemwasuld be
well-served by having the Yukon Development Corfiora
appear here in the spring, and I'm thrilled to hibat they will
be here.

I've already said that their appearance shoulcgislated,
similar to the arrangement in place with Yukon WaEk
Compensation Health and Safety Board. The appear&énc
guaranteed and not subject to political wrangliige spent
much effort asking for the minister to allow themorations to
appear and | believe that normally that should@tduch an
onerous task; it should be mandatory.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | would just like tattk you
for your time here today and | look forward to hylg get-

ship between the government and the Yukon Developmeting the unanimous support of this House for my iomot

Corporation. It is unfortunate that the former Yokearty gov-
ernment spent two years and hundreds of thousandsllars
trying to sell Yukon Energy Corporation to ATCOstaad of
the corporation being able to focus on the busia¢dsand —
planning our energy future — two years were lostasigna-
tions and worse. These episodes sapped the cagroddttime
and energy. It really set planning back an extengribd of
time, and the Yukon Party government bears fulboesibility
for the entire episode. Unfortunately, that was thet end of
the political interference and it does continueatod

| recently asked the Minister of Energy, Mines dRe-
sources about the potential for the Government okoxi to
move into the energy planning business. Is therapgetite to
discuss moving energy planning in-house, away fritra
Yukon Energy Corporation? Again, | am not the ekjrethis
field, but experts have questioned the Yukon En&gypora-
tion’s spending of more than $20 million in recgetrs on a
variety of energy options.

| want to give the corporations a chance to speathis
Assembly on this topic. Most of this money is resewd
through higher energy bills. Money spent on engigyning in
the Energy Corporation is not debated in this LUagise unless
the corporations appear. Let’s hear from the cafioms their
side of this debate. There is less scrutiny byphklic of the
spending because it is not debated in the Legiglas a line-
by-line budget item. The last thing | want to seel-reed to
make this point very clear — the last thing thatant to see is
political interference, messing with a sound anspomsible
energy corporation or industry.

Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'm not going to talk about and
rebut everything within the member’s statementsréhare a
few things, to begin with, on which, in fact thevgonment and
| do agree with him on: there needs to be appatgpand care-
ful scrutiny of the decisions that are made, intlgdinancial
spending, and careful consideration given to whaestments
are made in the future. | would also like to netéh regard to
the Member for Klondike’'s suggestion that more piag
work and policy work should be done — as he retetoeit —
in-house within Energy, Mines and Resources, that is be-
ing given consideration. We are currently workinghwthe
Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon Energy ©oap
tion boards to clarify and to find roles and respbitities for
what each corporation does and what is done byrgownt,
so in fact, that suggestion by the member opp@stemething
that we have already been working on determiniongsitlering
and discussing — where those support servicesestehbused,
who is best to undertake certain work, and wheeeftimding
for that would best come from.

This whether it comes through corporations, throggt-
ernment directly in-house or through an arrangenbgngov-
ernment to fund certain policy work, such as comsition of
connecting the grid to the west to Alaska, andh® $outh to
the grid in northern B.C., as well as investmenhyaro pro-
jects and planning for them because, as you knawlevhave
a commitment to continue to pursue the developroéhtydro
projects and plan for the future in that manner.
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I’'m not going to spend a lot of time answering them-
ber's assertions or accusations about past aesviinder the
Yukon Party and the reference the member madesiggues
with regard to the Yukon government that took plagpeto
20009. | think it’s rather rich for the member toemtpt to hang
that on members of this caucus, considering thatmbthe
members of the current Yukon government were ih dbected
in 2011. If the member is going after me specificdl would
encourage him to review the media records from 2008
really, that is in the past.

We need to talk about the future. As the membemisno
with regard to even the possibility of sale of éssé he were
to refer to the letter of expectation tabled by amel between
the chair of Yukon Development Corporation and the,min-
ister will see — member, pardon me — will see thi minis-
ter has put in a specific reference to, and speo#fguirement
for, the board in the shareholder letter of exgema 2013
between the minister responsible for Yukon DeveleptrCor-
poration, which is me, and the Yukon DevelopmentpOma-
tion. If the member will look on page 4 of the é&tbf expecta-
tion, it states, and this is the first time thasthas even been
stated in a letter of expectation from governmédgither De-
velopment or its subsidiary, will sell, lease osmbse of any
publicly owned energy assets (or an interest irh sagsets)
including, but not limited to, hydro assets andeotheneration,
transmission and distribution assets. This restricoes not
apply to outdated parts of components that have beygaced
and are being disposed of as a result of normalpetgnt
maintenance or system upgrades.”

| think that statement is quite clear; it's a matié public
record and the member would do all Yukoners a serifi he
were to focus on a constructive discussion of wlera terri-
tory we should go in meeting Yukon’s energy needs.

As far as cost scrutiny, there are a few pointeécto
point out to the member. While the overall scrutiofy the
budget for Yukon Development Corporation, which sléam
a part of the government’s budget, goes to thigdlative As-
sembly, in fact the detailed scrutiny of the castsboth the
Yukon Energy Corporation and the privately ownedityt
Yukon Electrical Company, are scrutinized by thekdtu Utili-
ties Board, which is a quasi-judicial regulatortth&elieve is
established under tHeublic Utilities Act. So that board has the
primary responsibility for reviewing expenditurds. allows
people, including members of the public, to fileist&rvenors.
While that does not eliminate responsibility ofsthiegislative
Assembly and members for the overall responsibibtywhat
is a government-owned corporation, it should beddhat the
detailed scrutiny of those expenses and whethér ¢hsts are
reasonable is dealt with by this board and is yehak bulk of
the work of what the Yukon Utilities Board doesglinding
reviewing rate applications and cost of service.

The technicality of that work is so significant thle cost
for a company like Yukon Energy Corporation to egeninto
a rate hearing is a very expensive endeavour. Vibilgoration
staff can better address the exact cost, my uratetistg is that
for some things such as a phase 2 hearing, thg fikquire-
ments can be significant enough to cost around iiibmto go

through that process. But | will allow the stafftbe corpora-
tion to provide exact numbers on that. That is egolection
of what they have told me in the past is the cddiliag for
those types of hearings.

The people who serve on the Yukon Utilities Boaavéh
an obligation to get into a level of detail and sider the costs
and make a decision for which they are ultimatelyoaintable
to the Yukon Legislative Assembly and the Yukonlpub

With regard to the Member for Klondike’s claim thae
utilities — both Yukon Energy and Yukon Electricat are
“waiting for rules to govern LNG”, as he phrased before
they can proceed with projects, the member is gsiiteply
incorrect. The Kotaneelee gas plant in southea&bivus per-
mitted and our existing regulatory structure ddésracompa-
nies to use liquefied natural gas and store itefectrical pro-
duction.

However, if the member will return to what | said i
speaking to the amendments to @i¢ and Gas Act that gov-
ernment brought forward and which were passed énf#fl
sitting of the Assembly, at that time | made a catmmant that
we would be bringing forward regulations to help hetter
manage gas processing plants and storage of legletitural
gas for energy production. So the regulations &éhnatcurrently
out for consultation are aimed at giving our stafére tools
and a more detailed and more modern regulatiormtstre that
allows them to appropriately manage the activibé€ompa-
nies that have a permit to do things, includingistpliquefied
natural gas for the production of electricity. Tt end, both
utilities could in fact proceed with developing amsing lique-
fied natural gas for electrical production if gowverent had not
proceeded with the regulation. But based on thécadf staff,
we determined that it was necessary to help usdwepthe
regulatory authority that our staff have to effeety manage
plants that can be complex and have specific reqents,
such as cooling and significant pressure requirésndmecause
if done properly, it is something that can be ayveost-
effective, efficient energy source.

But it is something that also needs to have thepegent
carefully monitored and needs to meet appropriatelem
standards to ensure safety.

I'm not meaning to be insulting to the Member foloi-
dike, but | do have to point out on that, if he \Wbueview
Hansard, | believe | explained some of that last fall. Them-
ber may not have been paying attention at that,tlmé | do
wish to point out to him now what the facts arettsat hope-
fully for future Question Periods he understands ffes, com-
panies actually can right now go forward with gagilities, but
updating those regulations is something that wastified to
us by staff as something that would improve oulitghd regu-
late it.

There are a couple of other things I'd like to jtemich on.
In fact, the Member for Klondike, in his preamblegas won-
dering what the rationale is for separate boardthefYukon
Development Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporatiad
moving toward separation of those boards so theplpedo not
sit on both boards.
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The rationale for that really comes from the Audi&en-
eral. That's something that | believe | explainedhe Standing
Committee on Appointments to Major Government Beaadd
Committees. But in fairness to the Member for Klided |
don’t think he was a member of that board at timaet so |
don’t think he was present at the meeting wherolipled the
context. In fact, this is based on what we havedaad what
the Auditor General has, in fact, in past repa@ts;ouraged the

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Member for Klondike ap-
pears to have some questions. | was under the @siprethis
was motion debate, but | would refer the membeah&Audi-
tor General’s report on the Energy Solutions Cewtrere he’ll
see references that allude to government reviewiegstruc-
ture to ensure that there is not an overlap ofceffior board
positions between a Crown government corporatiod s
subsidiary. So based on that and what we have lkesdgh
discussions with the Auditor General, that is thére rationale
behind separating board memberships, to ensure sigmra-
tion of roles and responsibilities.

differences of opinion on that so the answer isnemtessarily a
simple, “Well, it costs this much per kilowatt hofitom this
asset.”

While those explanations can be given, they realtyuire
some detailed explanation rather than a 90-secrplhreation
in Question Period, and they are best addressestaffyof a
corporation who can explain which costs are partrarismis-
sion, which costs are part of generation, and whighpart of
distribution. There are also issues around the exprential
costs of upgrades to certain systems, to addingasssts onto
the system, that are not solely due to those absietaere, in
part, required because of the addition of new geiwar capac-
ity.

So I'm not going to take a lot more time in the Heuhis
afternoon explaining that calculation. | would en@ge mem-
bers, if they have questions about that and thts afsgenera-
tion from various assets, as well as how frequetglfain as-
sets are producing power and how many kilowatt igawgatt
hours per year they are producing, to ask thosstigues of the
corporations when we bring them in later this rsgti

As far as the notice given for bringing in the amgtions

The member made some reference in his preamblet abou- if the Member for Klondike recalls, he asked at®f the

motions to call witnesses. In fact, | would poinitdo the
member, both the motion that he brought forward tedmo-
tion that | tabled today are motions that urgegbeernment to
invite witnesses, but they aren’t actually the miasi that call
witnesses before this House.

If the member will review the past sittings, helwite that
the motion to call withesses — as | will bring fasd during
this sitting of the Assembly — actually specifié® thame of
the witnesses to be called and the hours duringwttiey will
appear. Those motions can be done either in thesédou in
Committee of the Whole, but typically have been iom in
Committee of the Whole.

First of all, | would encourage members to reviée pro-
tocol between the Chair of the Yukon DevelopmentpGa-
tion and me, and the shareholder letter of expectdtom me
to the Yukon Development Corporation. If the mersbell
review the current structure, they will see tharéhhas been a
significant investment of time by staff of Enerdyines and
Resources, Justice and Finance in revising thegoband the
shareholder letter of expectation.

There has been discussion with the chairs of tlaedsoof
both corporations and really this is aimed at darfgw things,
including improving the clarity, updating the lamge, and
ensuring that we have a protocol that clearly spelit roles
and responsibilities and also emphasizes this govent’s
expectations for the two corporations.

There are a few things | need to point out sineerntem-
ber raised it, and in specific reference to Queskeriod ear-
lier. I'd point out with regard to those who haagked for a
simple cost — well, what does the power from théstipular
asset cost to produce? There are a number of witkii® the
entire system, depending on who is doing the cafmr and
their viewpoint of what should be factored in. Aitehing sta-
tion or an upgrade to a transformer — are thossidered part
of the costs of a specific energy project or not2ré can be

first House Leaders meetings this sitting whether'dwbe
bringing in the Hospital Corporation and Yukon Dieyenent
Corporation or Yukon Energy Corporation.

| indicated to expect that we would be but — asrttean-
ber knows — just as they don’t give us advanceceotif the
guestions they will be asking and very little adsamotice of
what motions they'll be calling, government doednpically
— and neither have the NDP or the Liberals whegdmern-
ment — provide a full anticipated list of the ligeof depart-
ments and the business for each and every dayeditting. In
fact, were we to do so, we would find that that ldouery
quickly change based on the pace of debate andquéstions
that the members ask or choose not to ask durimgn@ttee of
the Whole debate on departments and on legislation.

I'd like to address a couple of other points. Thaydto
serve question — the simple answer to the MembeKIfon-
dike’s question about the duty to service is thatriot an abso-
lute duty. There is room for discretion, both byb®et and the
Yukon Utilities Board, as it relates to large inttigg custom-
ers, in particular, which is the main effect. Tiatsomething
that we will be, in the near future, based on |leghlice, trying
to explain in simple layman’s language that is ustadable,
both to members of this House and to the publideiine what
that means. | have received correspondence frone soem-
bers of the public about that.

Work is going on right now, and once we have wookel
by the departments on that to explain that clearg suc-
cinctly, we will be making that available to all mbers. But
the simple answer is that it's not an absolute dBbth Cabinet
and the Yukon Utilities Board have the ability taysno to a
large industrial customer if they believe that ga@slditional
consequential costs are not in the best interéstskoners.

In the case of any line project, it's referencedha letter
of expectations and is actually a reference to iaatbeen in
regulation since 1993, | believe. It was the OrideGouncil



April 24, 2013

HANSARD

2595

passed that said “Yukon Energy shall not develomamuire

new generation assets or new transmission or ldigtoin lines

having a voltage in excess of 20 kV, except forsassets or
lines required to replace or maintaining existisgeds without
the approval of Development's Board of Directord ahe

Minister;”

So some of these references that are containeéhvtitith
the protocol and letter of expectations are in &wctply refer-
ences to what is in legislation or regulations.

A few of the things | draw members’ attention totire
shareholder letter of expectation include: detgiligovern-
ment's performance expectations of the Yukon Degwalent
Corporation and its subsidiary, the Yukon Energypocation;
each of these expectations serves and supportsmgoeet’s
overall requirement of the development group; iharovide
Yukoners with safe, reliable, cost-effective eleetr power
both now and for the future.

That requirement in turn reflects the governmentswy
that the development group is a key instrumenttofenergy
policy. The Yukon Development Corporation is resgble for
supporting government in its achievement of itsrgpeolicy
objectives and for assisting as needed with devedop of
those objectives. As the sole shareholder of thkoWLEnergy
Corporation, Yukon Development Corporation is uliely
responsible for ensuring its subsidiary fulfills itesponsibili-
ties accountably, efficiently and cost effectivelyhat quote |
was referencing is a quote from the purpose unuershare-
holder letter of expectation.

The members will also see, and | will quote excefam
them, but in the interest of time this afternooti wot read in
the full list or the full protocol or letter of egptation — |
would strongly encourage members from the Oppositiho
have an interest in this to read both the curreatogol and
letter of expectation and past protocol and letfezxpectation
to understand the context and some of the chamgesdally
have been the result of a significant amount ofkway staff of
my department, by the Department of Justice andDibyeart-
ment of Finance, as well as working with the chaifsthe
boards of the Yukon Development Corporation andYbhkon
Energy Corporation.

We think that while there’s reference in the protohat
government, the Yukon Development Corporation ahd t
Yukon Energy Corporation will continue to clarifyperational
responsibilities over the next year, we really sge as an evo-
lution and improvement in the structural operatlonader-
standing, clarifying who needs to do what and enguthat all
resources of each body are best directed to acigesffective
outcomes in a cost-effective manner.

The members will also see on page 2 of the leftexpec-
tation the clear direction by government to the dulDevel-
opment Corporation to ensure its subsidiary opsret@ man-
ner consistent with government’s overall requirettbat the
Yukon Energy Corporation provide Yukoners with safdi-
able, cost-effective electrical power — in partanilthat the
Yukon Energy Corporation minimizes financial riskssists
government, as required, with technical informattonhelp
government make good decisions, including policgislens

about new energy projects, undertakes new enemgeqis as
directed by government and performs appropriatenteaance
on existing assets.

Again, returning to the topic of what power frondivid-
ual generation assets costs, what needs to besdainitt to the
member is there has been an issue in the pasthanel was a
period going back a little bit in time of roughlyl®-year pe-
riod where, under previous governments, there vaasignifi-
cant investment made in capital maintenance ofadsets —
that is, replacement of parts on time, ensuring thare are
investments made in those areas, replacing paatsatie near-
ing the end of their expiration and so on and sthfo

Those maintenance costs are a factor that are sege®
maintain the health of assets, but it also addsptexity to the
answer of how much does it cost for this asset rudyce
power if upgrades have been made to a line beaafusquip-
ment that is nearing the end of its lifespan othi case of the
line going to Keno, there were some investments amict
corporation staff can best explain to try to immabhe effi-
ciency of that line and reduce the chance thatotild/ suffer
the type of power outage that occurred roughlyairye2012.

So there have been some investments there, ingludin
believe, improvements to their sensing equipment.ttse
costs — again, depending on who's doing the cdlicuia—
can be determined to be related to any specifierggion asset
or related to the customers. That is why, reaflyget into tak-
ing numbers out of context is not really the beaywo answer.
It's not a simple answer that 90 seconds in Quedtieriod can
do. It's really best addressed by staff. In somgesait may
require a detailed and written explanation to §asihich costs
are related to which parts of the system.

Another thing I'd just point out in reference tans® of the
questions we've heard this week during QuestiornioBeand
also to comments from the Member for Klondike isittfit
should be noted that it was this government thaaesed the
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act to cover
the Yukon Energy Corporation. Prior to that, an RFPIrequest
couldn’t have been made for the document that teenkkr for
Takhini-Kopper King has referred to, which was reed
through ATIPP.

We encourage staff of departments and corporations
share information with the public, including anytbi that
would be subject to an ATIPP request if an ATIPBuest
were made. It has been a practice across all govarhde-
partments to encourage the disclosure of that mmdétion with-
out a formal ATIPP request having to be made i isome-
thing that would be considered publicly availabiéormation
and not protected under the protection of privaoyvisions
within theAccess to Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

I think | have addressed most of the points thaded re-
butting. As | indicated to the member at the Housaders’
meeting this morning, we would be bringing forwaath
amendment to this motion. As | reminded him, it haen a
practice for staff of the Yukon Energy Corporatimnappear
before the House along with the Yukon DevelopmentpGra-
tion procedurally. | would encourage the membehgithas any
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questions about it, to ask the Clerk or Deputy ICfer clarifi-
cation on the procedural rules regarding this.

If this motion is to pass or if this motion as amet were
to pass, it actually doesn't call the witnesses$ whether or not
this motion passes this afternoon, | will be brmggforward a
motion in a future Committee of the Whole naming time
when witnesses from the Yukon Development Corpanagind
the Yukon Energy Corporation will appear in thisude. It'll
name the time, the date, and the officials by naamg the
same process will be followed for the Yukon Hodptarpora-
tion.

Amendment proposed

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Accordingly, | move:

THAT Motion No. 372 be amended by:

(1) inserting the phrase “and the Yukon Energy Cap
tion” after the words “Yukon Development Corporatipand

(2) deleting all words after the word “questionsidare-
placing them with the phrase “and discuss mattelating to
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukonrgne
Corporation.”

Speaker:
has been moved by the minister responsible foiytileon De-
velopment Corporation

THAT Motion No. 372 be amended by:

(1) inserting the phrase “and the Yukon Energy ©ap
tion” after the words “Yukon Development Corporati@and

(2) deleting all words after the word “questionsidare-
placing them with the phrase “and discuss mattelating to
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukonrgyne
Corporation.”

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The amendment is fairly simple,
as | mentioned in introducing it. It is standarddahe most
productive use of the House’s time to have offgilsbm both
Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon Energy ©cap
tion appear. Some questions that are detailed toreeare
probably best addressed by Yukon Energy Corporattaff,
whereas the overall responsibility to this Housethe direct
accountability is from the Yukon Development Coggtan,
which is the parent of YEC, so of course they neetle here
as well.

As far as the end, the member’s characterizatialiyrés
not accurate. I'm not sure whether the memberngbi play-
ing politics in his phrasing of the motion or whethhe mem-
ber is actually not understanding what's occurnmithin the
electrical demand, but it's not accurate to deciitas an “en-
ergy shortfall” facing the Yukon, as the memberdsai his
phrasing.

What is in fact occurring is that if projected gtbvin resi-
dential demand — and | note that is projected dgnowtresi-
dential demand — continues as the corporation @gspege
will be running out of our renewable energy capaoitrenew-
able electricity capacity. This is because eleatrilemand is
growing beyond the capacity of Yukon’s renewabldrbyand
wind electricity supply. Although the members, easplty

members of the New Democratic Party, have beemgryo

paint a different picture in past days — we haveiaty made
significant investments in green energy, includingestment
in a third turbine at the Aishihik dam, with suppfiom the

federal government. That has improved our abilityuse the
water in Aishihik Lake and to increase both thekpeapacity
of that through the Aishihik dam through that pobje— peak
electricity production from the Aishihik facilityral, because
the third turbine is smaller in size than the ottwe, it enables
a more efficient use of water if the demand is yet at the
capacity that would fully utilize the capacity dfet first two

turbines, which are of a larger megawatt size each.

The investment in Mayo B line project — as | noted
members, there were several reasons that projecthasen by
government. That includes the fact that the fedgoakernment
had a time-limited fund that required what theyereéd to as
“shovel-ready” projects that met their criteria fehovel-
readiness within two years. It enabled us to g&i7dtmillion
investment from the federal government under thajept.

It was the project recommended by the Yukon Energy

Corporation and the Yukon Development Corporatibnhat
time. It also enabled us to do what the Yukon Pastyymitted

Order please. The amendment is in order. Ito in our 2006 election platform, which was to wéokvard the

connection of the Mayo-Dawson transmission line ahd
Whitehorse-Aishihik-Faro grid. The platform commént was
fulfilled — significant federal investment in in@sing our
green energy supply; a significant reduction inboar emis-
sions that otherwise would have been produced tftrahe
need to burn diesel because we would already bergudiesel
to make up for what Mayo B is currently producingdhthat
investment not been made — so a significant rednaif what
would otherwise occur in carbon emissions becadsthat
investment.

The reason for the amendment is because the member’

characterization in the latter part is not accurdtbat is occur-
ring is that if projected growth of residential tb& at the level
that the corporation expects and/or if there ang la@ge cus-
tomers added on to the system, there is a needdmew en-
ergy capacity or else the diesel generators woalihtopera-
tion more frequently and those have a very expensost per
kilowatt hour, which has to be paid by someone.

It is reaching the end of our cheap hydro surphacity,
but to characterize it as an energy shortfall eithects a lack
of understanding of the facts or simply an attetoptharacter-
ize it as something other than what it is.

| think that would largely address the amendmerite T
only other point | should just touch on brieflyiis fact that
there have been significant investments made byl inergy
Corporation in reviewing various energy supply op$, and
we commend the corporation for doing its due diligee and
doing work in the past. We've also asked them, laavie indi-
cated in the House upon my taking over the podfofi Yukon
Development Corporation for the first time in thadl fof 2011
— in November 2011 — we’ve asked them to be focuisede
work that they are doing, including a focus on phierities as |
articulated in the letter of expectations.
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These were as follows: to minimize financial risk;oper-
ate in a manner that Yukon Energy Corporation mlesiYuk-
oners with safe, reliable, cost-effective electripawer, which
of course means being targeted and focusing whewestudies
are done; and ensuring large amounts of money @t ©n
projects that are likely to be viable projects gmdjects that
are likely be to successful in getting permitterbtigh the ap-
propriate permitting regimes, as well as projebtd are likely
to be deemed acceptable by the Yukon Utilities Boar

With that, | think I've brought enough context ohet
amendment and — oh, | should add one further pminthat,
which is that the proposed amendment at the eridreplaces
the end of the wording with the standard type ofdirtg that is
usually in motions to bring witnesses before thai$€q which
is to discuss matters relating to — in this case Ylkon De-
velopment Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corponatlf
the member would look at previous motions relatedalling
witnesses or corporations, that's the standard wwgrthat is
used, regardless of whether it is Yukon Developn@opora-
tion, Yukon Hospital Corporation, or Workers’ Conmgation
Health and Safety Board.

With that, | commend the amendment to the House.

Mr. Silver:
your clock. | am fine with the amendment. We obeigthave
a disagreement as to the concerns with energy mgdemvard
in the Yukon. When you take a look at how this goweent
connects GDP to major mining projects that are mgwor-
ward, there is a pending energy shortfall. The waraf this
amendment and the wording of this motion today risttp
much a moot point. The corporations are comingnid bwill
accept the amendment, but | definitely will, asIwask ques-
tions related to the pending energy shortfall fgdime Yukon.
Thank you.

Speaker:
the amendment?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to briefly say a few
words about the amendment, because | do want tonemtnon
how | feel that this amendment improves the motion.

One of the things that | was not entirely conteithwn the
original motion was the level of specificity in tes of what
was going to be looked at in the motion and whatéds pre-
scribing that members would be able to ask about.

Mr. Speaker, you don't even need to set

management. | know that the government, primatiough
the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources lamdEnh-
ergy Solutions Centre, has engaged with the En€apora-
tion to advance programming on that front.
So there are things —
Some Hon. Member:

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask all
Members of the Legislative Assembly to join me ieleoming
some visitors to the gallery. We have present where this
afternoon elder Agnes Mills, who serves on the &Hirse
Correctional Centre elders advisory committee armb Wwas
also been involved with the Yukon Aboriginal Wom&Coun-
cil, the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women'’s Circle andsupport
of Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society, and is the @arof the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, who has a motion on theler
Paper coming up for debate later this afternoon.hdfege that
will in fact be soon.

Also in the gallery, Chantal Genier is here. Shehis
president of the Yukon Aboriginal Women'’s Countitvould
like to ask all members to join me in giving therwarm wel-
come.

Applause

(Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The short point | was just making
was that there are other matters related to thegigr@orpora-
tion and the Development Corporation, which | thib&ar
some discussion in the Legislature. | feel that aheendment
put forward by the Minister of Energy, Mines andsBerces
improves the motion to allow for that sort of dission.

As well, a few other matters that | think are intpat that
need to be touched on are questions, | believethibiEnergy
Corporation and the Development Corporation ardbedvork
they've done with both the Energy Solutions Ceratrel the

Does any other member wish to be heard orPepartment of Environment's Climate Change Sedatar

around some of the commitments that have been mmattes
Climate Change Action Plan that | think members should be
interested in and probably have questions about.

Of course, one of the commitments in the governiaent
Climate Change Action Plan progress report of last year which
was to replace existing on-grid diesel generatidth & lower
carbon technology. Of course that's something ties com-
mitted to in theClimate Change Action Plan progress report of
2012, and I'm sure it's something that will come iapthose

The idea that members would only be able to askitabo discussions with the Energy Corporation.

what the Member for Klondike characterized as tpenting
energy shortfall” and what he just mentioned, a#l, wehink

doesn’t do justice to the members of the House what to
ask the questions about other important aspectheobpera-
tions of the Development Corporation and the Ené&ggpora-
tion alike.

A few of those, for example, might be things trelate to
other aspects of the Energy Corporation, like safthe ac-
tivities they have taken with regard to demand-sitknage-
ment. | know they have opened up an office, | veljgn the
last year specifically for programming around dedhaite

Again, these are just a few examples of some othimgs
that | feel need to be discussed and need to Heevattention
of members. | did feel that the motion in its onigi wording
was unnecessarily prescriptive to the detrimenhefmotion as
a whole. I'm happy to see the Member for Lake Lgbeithe
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, move #mgend-
ment, and | will be supporting the amendment.

Speaker:
the amendment?
Amendment to Motion No. 372 agreed to

Does any other member wish to be heard on
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Speaker:
the main motion as amended?

Mr. Tredger: | rise to speak in favour of Motion No.
372, as amended, standing in the name of the Merfdver
Klondike, and | thank him for bringing this forward

It's unfortunate that he had to go to these lengtisun-
fortunate that the minister has chosen to play gaareund
this. | think it's critical that we live up to oypromise that we
made to our constituents about open and honestryoeat
and transparent.

When | see the silliness around this as somethirg t
should have come and been straightforward as aemaft
course — energy is critical to our future. Yukonesant a say
in it. When we have the minister refusing and nadveering
questions and blaming the Yukon Development Cotporaor
the Yukon Energy Corporation for his lack of knodge, we
see all the more reason why we need to have thiusiion in
the House.

Such visits should be standard. They should belsead
of time with notice for all members of the Housetkat it can
be most productive and make best use of the Hotisees

| was somewhat dismayed to hear the minister inréus
marks still not agree to come up with a date alsdaiime so
that all members of the House can be sufficientgppred and
ready for the discussion and the debate. It's dicator of the
games that are being played, the lack of opentiesdack of
transparency and the lack of a desire to have @uskson that
involves and is at the centre of our future.

Does any other member wish to be heard on

These legacy hydro projects gave us a good badisitd
on by providing abundant renewable energy. We rsayean-
dered our grace period and now we find we aredruach — a
crunch that we have seen coming for a decade now.

We hear the minister say how they want to focubyairo-
electricity, or electricity produced through danmsl avater, but
it's going to take a long time; it's a long-termopess. We're
only now beginning to plan; where have we beenwate
seen the lines going closer and closer betweecansumption
and our production capacity?

As the Member for Klondike mentioned, we are reaghi
our bottom line. This isn’t just about increasingpply; it's
demand-side management. In 2009, the Yukon UsliBeard
directed the Yukon Energy Corporation to develogeaand-
side management plan.

Where is the progress on this? Retrofitting andgnsav-
ings programs for consumers, and renovations —hweld be
going into these wholeheartedly. These are provew-
hanging fruit. We are dabbling in them, certainbyt we
should be committing wholeheartedly to these retiomgpro-
grams.

I must commend Yukon Energy Corporation and Alexco
for their work on an industrial energy audit onitheine site in
Keno. It has proven very successful and achievediderable
cost savings. Why is this not a requisite for aawmajor de-
velopments? Why is this not incorporated into ouilding
permits?

Management got us to this pending shortfall. Thening
signs have been out there for years. The energynilg

We and the Yukon people have many questions fomwheshould have started on this 10 years ago. Consamtom

the Yukon Energy Corporation attends. We will netlimiting

our line of inquiry to just energy shortfalls, atigh | must
commend the Member for Klondike for pointing ouattithat is
an impending crisis and one that we have seenfamddhave
seen coming for the past 10 years.

The Yukon Energy Corporation has not attended #ng- L
islature since March of 2011. This is a corporatiomhich all
Yukoners are shareholders. We need to ensure aedxlity
and transparency. That is achieved partially thihot@ving
legislative oversight. This means having the chathe Yukon
Energy Corporation board of directors and the pessi and
chief executive officer of the Yukon Energy Corpara attend
as witnesses. | will provide a bit of overview bétareas that |
think we need to discuss.

As the Member for Klondike referred to, there igesnding
energy shortfall. We are most fortunate that oadé&rship in
years past saw the need for a constant renewablgyesupply
and, through the transfer of NCPC — Northern Carrzolaer
Commission — assets, during the time of a previeD® gov-
ernment, the Yukon has had a legacy of cheap, dsfite and
continuous electricity through hydroelectric pragedike the
Whitehorse and Aishihik dams. At that time Yukonswia
good shape and was a major power producer forethigory.
Investments went into a pilot project on wind ewnerat
Haeckel Hill. This was cutting edge at the timedI8ahere
was no vision to expand beyond the pilot projeothsw did
we get there?

individuals, from existing business and from mihes pushed
our capacity to the brink. Money repeatedly wasteddead-
end projects like the Gladstone diversion, whidierds to di-
vert an entire lake from one watershed into another

DFO is and always has been adamantly opposed tibbut s
YEC spent hundreds of thousands, perhaps millidrdolbars
on more studies and efforts to bypass DFO.

Money is spent on wind studies that are then buaiethe
public tries to gain access to documents that bareholders
have a right to and they are denied or the docusramt heav-
ily redacted.

| was glad to hear the minister state that he wwasw@wag-
ing corporations and his officials to make full amansparent
disclosure to the public of reports and studie$ tteve been
done. The study done on wind showed that wind gners
viable. There’s a lack of ongoing maintenance dfidiencies
of the existing infrastructure. We've known of thiending
shortfall but where is the plan to begin figuringt evhere and
if we are going to have a major hydroelectric pctfeWhere
are the discussions with our First Nations whoselitional
territories such a project undoubtedly will affect?

Instead, we have spent lots of dollars on feagjbpiro-
jects, like increasing the water level in flood4peoSouthern
Lakes and putting forward a plan that would draoadly alter
Atlin Lake’s water level. Lots of money went intoayb B, and
the minister has been unable to supply informati@t would
demonstrate value for money.
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Again, we're reaching a bottleneck. The governmient
proposing LNG — a political direction to move to GNnstead
of renewables. The Champagne-Aishihik project iswshg
that renewables are viable.

The 2012 protocol between the minister responsibte
and the chair of Yukon Development Corporation Ispelit
very clearly that it is the minister who “is resgdse for de-
veloping and implementing energy policy and providdirec-
tion relating to energy policy and its implemerdatito Devel-
opment.” We have asked many specific, concrete tigunss
about energy policies, and the minister responsibtefailed to
answer them.

For example, on several occasions, we have askedt ab
two main goals of the 2009 energy strategy, thasedg (1) to
increase renewable energy supply by 20 percentOB®;2and
(2) to support and demonstrate renewable energjeqisoin
communities off the electrical grid to reduce diese.

The minister did not provide any information abbatv he
will direct the implementation of these goals.sltis responsi-
bility to both direct implementation of those imgaort renew-
able energy goals and to report progress to thisseloThere
was a 2010 progress report on the energy stra@mgypage 6, it
says that renewable energy is emphasized — andtégtEn-
ergy production from renewable energy sourcespsa@ity to
reduce fossil fuel use and greenhouse gas emissiansther
report on the energy strategy was due at the erDb2, but
we have not seen it yet.

In the Department of Community Services, back i020
some great work was done to identify potential veatde en-
ergy projects around the territory. Also in 200Be tYukon
Party signed on to a pan-territorial initiativeled!“A Northern
Vision”. It included a renewable energy inventorydacalled
for cooperation and commitment to shift from fodsiels to
renewable energy. Here is a quote: “Dependencengoried
fossil fuels puts us at an economic disadvantduggettree terri-
tories are vulnerable to high costs, price volstiind supply
disruptions. The burning of these fuels also emitenhouse
gases that contribute to the changing climate ighaiffecting
the North.

“At the 2009 Northern Premiers Forum, the thresdtteral
Premiers committed to developing an inventory afent and
future renewable energy resources. This inventesgdbes the
current state of renewable energy use in terrgorautlines
actions being taken, and describes policies undeeldpment
to increase renewable energy use in the North.”

Taken altogether, the energy strategy, the climate
change strategy, and the pan-territorial initigtitheese initia-
tives provided hope that the critical shift awagnfr fossil fuels
could actually begin. Further open energy charejta® Yuk-
oners the impression the government actually irgdnid in-
clude and be informed by local expertise in rendevanergy.
Unfortunately, we are now learning differently. Ve learn-
ing that the minister responsible for the Yukon fgyeCorpo-
ration will not answer our questions about renewadhergy
goals in his own energy strategy. In fact, the stéri spends
more time ridiculing those who would question hiltnwould
benefit him to focus more on telling the truth.

We are learning that the minister responsible foergy,
Mines and Resources will not answer our questidimitathe
actual energy results of Mayo B, a very significanblic in-
vestment. We are learning that the energy charettése end
were more about public relations and less abouwtahatforma-
tion seeking. How do we come to this conclusionWhid we
come to this state? In addition to inaction on vemges, we
have learned that, for the minister, liqguefied naltigas has
always been a done deal — no cost-benefit anatysisssary.
When the Yukon Energy Corporation released a regated
LNG Transition Option, this minister clarified the direction he
wants this territory to go with power. Minister Gats spoke,
“Transition fuel is Yukon Energy Corporation phragi | think
a better choice of words would be to refer to inasplacement
for the role that diesel has played in the systerhi$ minister
aims to increase Yukon's dependence on greenhasse-g
emitting fossil fuels, but he has no cost-benefialgsis to
demonstrate this is fiscally responsible.

We certainly recognize that liquefied natural gasarbon-
based fuel, is not environmentally responsible,thatminister
obscures the truth about LNG. He says it —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: For a member to accuse another
member of obscuring the truth certainly would appabe
contrary to Standing Order 19(h). I'd ask you todthe mem-
ber retract that.

Speaker:  I'd remind the minister not to give the Chair
direction but to just stick to the point of order.

I will ask the member to retract it though. Pleesteact the
statement.

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on

Withdrawal of remark

Mr. Tredger: Certainly, | will retract that statement.

But the minister is economical with the truth aboMG.
He says it burns cleaner than diesel and that —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member, after being directed
by the Chair to retract an accusation contrarytemd@ng Order
19(h), | believe just made another one.

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:  There is no point of order. The words used
have been used before and have been allowed, due¢mber
is really pushing the line here and | caution horbe careful
what words he chooses because they will come lzalchat.
Member for Mayo-Tatchun, you have the floor.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. LNG should
be measured by its full life cycle costs — extramti water,
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transportation, processing, various emissions atyestep of
the way, including methane.

Many Yukoners are disappointed and frustrated thist
minister is not making progress on the developneémenew-
able energy. His rhetoric reveals that he needgptate his
information about the real and fiscally responsiti¢ential for
a diverse and renewable energy future in the north.

The minister is rushing regulations through to émabe
development of LNG infrastructure without demontitiga that
he has done his due diligence on renewable alteesatAc-
cording to a presentation put together by the Diepamt of
Energy, Mines and Resources, Yukon’s LNG timeliseta
have one truckload a week coming to Watson Lake $him-
mer and by 2015-16, the goal is to have two toethineckloads
a day to Whitehorse, all with no true cost/benafiailysis. This
represents a real failure on renewable energy.

There has been quite a bit of confusion about tieya
tion to power new mines. We have not received digfarma-
tion from the minister opposite. The Premier hasghed in
and YEC officials have said publicly that the cagton’s
position is that it's obliged to provide electricibut not if it
would cause an additional burden for ratepayers. resident
and CEO of Yukon Energy Corporation has said othiergs,
and the Yukon public would benefit from a more gpth dis-
cussion about this obligation and how Yukoners gwake a
decision to power a mine and get value for money.

We have brought in a motion about increasing lagist
oversight of capital spending. Unfortunately, thevgrnment
put down this suggestion. Energy infrastructurendjpey needs
more oversight and accountability provided by tlegislative
Assembly.

With that, 1 will be voting in favour of this motioand |
encourage the minister opposite to set a dateimwalivance so
that all members of this House can be preparethfodebate.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will be brief but certainly |
thought it would warrant a couple of comments fwilog the
debate from the Member for Mayo-Tatchun. What Hesged
in 10 years — 10 years ago was when the Yukon Radly
over government after six years of NDP and Libg@aern-
ments. You are right, at that time there was nodssith en-
ergy, Mr. Speaker, because we had a mass exodassdimnds
of people were leaving the territory because theree no jobs
here after the policies of the NDP government wgué in
place. So we had a mass exodus. Certainly thabéas dem-
onstrated as the NDP solution to the energy ceasi, in fact,
the housing crisis, as well. Just kill the econosuy people
leave by the thousands and then we have an abumd#nc
housing and an abundance of energy, as well.

Mr. Speaker, again | think there is still a bitvabrk that
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun needs to do in termghefun-
derstanding of the structure of the Yukon EnergypOration
and the Yukon Development Corporation.

In fact, there is only one shareholder of the Yukmergy
Corporation and that is the Yukon Development Cration,
which is the sole shareholder of the Yukon EnergypGra-
tion. Yukon Development Corporation is owned andtauled

by the Yukon government — just information for thiember
for Mayo-Tatchun, as well.

This government has continued to look forward assalt
of the strong growth that we have. We are lookitghew
we’re going forward and we do say that we beliéhat tydro
is a long-term solution for this territory and wadskbeing done
now. Options are being discussed and conversatidhgo out
as time goes forward to talk to all of those peapl® will be
affected —Yukoners in general — but specificallynas| with
Yukon First Nations, and even discussions on owngrep-
portunities for the production of clean, renewadahergy in the
long term, which could guarantee perhaps investrogrgome
of the First Nations a stream of revenues for gaimrs to
come.

We know that exists because of the fact of the Wawyp of
NCPC to the Yukon government. Really, the hydroticores
to be a gift that keeps on giving for years to co®e we are
looking at that.

With the implementation of green energy fund frome t
federal government, we were the first jurisdictitrat had a
shovel-ready project ready to go when that oppdstuarose.
We were able to partner with the federal governniemnsure
that we could utilize and access that money, becaos only
has it given us more renewable hydro electricitgl aot only
has it reduced the need for diesel supplementétémause of
the green energy — so we’ve reduced our greenhemss-
sions and we’ve provided a humber of jobs.

| also want to take this opportunity to acknowledgel to
thank Yukon’s former Member of Parliament, Erik Nen, for
the work that he did for the transfer of NCPC frtme federal
government to the territory.

We look at all of the options that are out there.tlhe min-
ister has explained many times, we have to ensirenojects
moving forward are palatable to the taxpayer amdréttepayer
here in the Yukon. We have to look at partneringhanlarger-
vision projects and | do believe that a long-terydrb project
with an inter-tie to connect us to the North Amarigyrid is a
visionary project that will ensure stability andbaomic growth
in the long term for this territory.

We are looking at that. We're also looking at teadibility
of an inter-tie with southeast Alaska. We're loakit the West
Creek project as well. I've had discussions digegtith the
Governor of Alaska. What we're talking about is hawe are
moving forward. With the current Yukon Party govwment
that we have here today, most of the members ofYiiien
Party government are in their first term of offiae are many
members of this Legislative Assembly. | want toramkledge
the work of the Minister of Energy, Mines and Reses and
his department in the work that has been done.

I want to acknowledge the work and the cooperabiotihe
chairs and boards at Yukon Development Corporatod
Yukon Energy Corporation in working toward the do@nts
that have been tabled in this Legislative Assemblyhe new
protocol and a protocol that really does articulie purpose
for this protocol. It articulates what the mandaefor the
Yukon Development Corporation because this is aopaob
between the government and the Yukon Developmergdta-
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tion. It is the Yukon Energy Corporation that regoto the
Yukon Development Corporation, which reports to tov-
ernment.

What we have in the protocol is as follows: whathie
mandate for the Yukon Development Corporation; varatthe
roles and responsibilities; from the governmengsspective,
what is the role of the minister; what is the rofethe deputy
minister; what is the role of the Department of gye Mines
and Resources. The protocol also talks about Wieatdle for
the Yukon Development Corporation is, as well asnble for
the board chair and for the board itself; whahis Yukon De-
velopment Corporation’s responsibility for enerdtygoes on
to talk about the president and chief executivéceff and it
talks about communication and reporting.

This is a new protocol and with it subsequent &t thas
the shareholders letter of expectations that wees @t forward
this year, which gives the government’s directiorthte Yukon
Development Corporation, providing them with a diren and
also articulating the accountabilities with respiecthe Yukon
Development Corporation.

I think what we're talking about here is how wer®ving
forward and, as a result of the success that hasred over
this last decade of Yukon Party government, we aleha de-
mand. We are working with the Yukon Development fooa-
tion to clearly articulate what that demand is it it will be
going forward. We're also working toward what weeddo do
in terms of the long-term success and we do believand
there is work to be done — that the long-term ssseeould be
allowing us to gain that stability with a tie withe rest of the
North American grid and producing clean and rendevdly-
droelectricity, which | think will benefit Yukoner®r genera-
tions to come.

You know, | just have to listen to the member ojtgos
talking about the atrocities of fossil fuels andvhioad LNG is,
and of course we are saying that we are lookingNG as
well. LNG might be something that we need to déeinms of
replacement if we have to replace diesel engireseXxample,
for a generation.

| think, for example, the member opposite fails ao-
knowledge the significant reduction, for example, United
States in their greenhouse gas emissions sincehidnay been
switching from coal to natural gas. It has beemm#rdous.
Some of that is conventional drilling for gas andhe of that is
through hydraulic fracturing, which occurs in majuyisdic-
tions around the world.

We’'re very proud of the select committee movingvard
— meeting the obligations that started with theiorothe gov-
ernment put forward, in terms of dialogue with Yokos and
ensuring that what we do is science-based. We'rg peoud
and excited about this work moving forward. | thifdc the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun and for the member opposite
really have their heads in the sand and not ackenyd that
some of these options are occurring, and occursimgress-
fully, in other jurisdictions are very worthy ofdking at.

We have to also understand and take into accoustevh
we live and what challenges we have to ensure wheatan
have a sustainable energy production, recognizimg bmall

our population is and how great our geography isakrost

500,000 square kilometres. | think that if you latkwhere we
are — and we just have to look to the east to therdwo ter-

ritories to see what a great position we are inmany respects,
and certainly, in terms of energy production — vehéthink

essentially every community in the other two teri#s is

driven by diesel-generated electricity. | think Wvave a lot to
be loud and proud of and, as has been articulatetii® mo-

tion, we will look forward to having officials fronYukon En-

ergy Corporation and Yukon Development Corporattome

to the House during the spring session to be abnswer the
guestions articulated by Members of the Legislafigsembly.

Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | wasn'’t originally intending to
speak to this, but some of the outrageous statemmatie by
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun compelled me to respdnd
have to respond to some of the rather silly comméetmade
— some of them silly, some of them inaccurate.

First of all, the one | wanted to mention was hisotg
about the Yukon Energy Corporation’s charettesséld, and |
quote: “The charettes were more about public m@tatithan
public input.” If that's how the member feels, ahthat's how
the NDP feels, | encourage them to bring that fodua the
Energy Corporation when they're inside this Houseduse
I'm quite certain that the staff at the Energy Qogtion, who
put a lot of time and effort into those charetisn't feel that
way. | know they felt that, in many cases, theyereed a lot of
good input from the public and appreciated the inpue spo-
ken to staff before and heard that they really yagosome of
those charettes and a lot of the people who attetitem en-
joyed providing their input.

For him to make that sort of assertion in the Haade,
but | hope he’s willing to make it to the Energyr@aration
when they're here. If he’s not, I'd be happy topchiis quote
and send it to the corporation, so they're awareh@f the
NDP feels about their charettes.

The second was that his discussion on this waveuoks
coming to Watson Lake for the LNG — to provide eyyefor
their generators there. He said that no cost-beaeélysis had
been done. | was perplexed by that because | lmasstume
that the Yukon Electrical Company Limited most agtly
would have done a cost-benefit analysis on that @othing
before they made such an important business dac&soto
switch from diesel to LNG.

For him to suggest that that particular private pany
didn’t conduct a cost-benefit analysis — first d¢if & would
think it's inaccurate, and second of all, | thirtks iprobably
inappropriate for him to speak so negatively abaytrivate
company in the territory. For the NDP to suggest th- and |
know that the Member for Tahkini-Kopper King hagyiously
in Question Period confused the difference betwtherprivate
company, which is Yukon Electrical Company and Yu&on
Energy Corporation — | appreciate it's a very sanicronym,
but they are very different entities and one, afrse, is a pub-
licly owned Crown corporation-style institution arwhe, of
course, is a private company. For the member tgestghat
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no cost-benefit analysis has been done by the Y&Hectrical
Company with regard to the switch from diesel toQ.ik Wat-
son Lake, | think is, well, rather silly. | thinkat it's very
likely that the company undertook a legitimate duweefit
analysis before they made that business decisidricairhim to
suggest that they just made this decision withaingla cost-
benefit analysis is, | think, insulting to the coenp.

The list goes on of the rather inaccurate and sityn-
ments he made, so | won't go on at length becaumseséry
conscious of the time and | understand that theeeothers
who want to speak to this and there are some atmgortant
motions coming up, so | will sit down very soon.

But | did want to say that this bizarre approadtetaby
the NDP where they insult private companies, inthdtYukon
Energy Corporation for their charettes and insolvegnment
for a decision around considering LNG is very piguand
unbecoming. So | wanted to get that into the recbegause |
do feel that it is important to mention that. | bgit down now
because | do want to carry on with the debate) duld en-
courage them to get their facts straight, to rememiho they
are insulting when they are in this House and eragmithem
to behave a little bit more responsibly.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Silver: I would like to thank everyone who was
on the record today, making their comments. Lookibghe
whole day, a lot of the conversations are moot.aMegetting
the corporations coming forward and that’s great.

We kind of broke out into a he-said, she-said, hijbst
want to say a couple of comments based on whaté haard
today with regard to the Minister of Energy, Minasd Re-
sources getting up and giving us his thoughts abosts and
issues surrounding IPPs or whether or not themnignergy
shortfall pending. | just have to say, we've hetrdse state-
ments. We've heard them many times over. | wolkd tb say
that the answers — or the lack of answers — aregrat par-
cel of why we need the corporations to come forwiardhe
first place.

I have met with the officials of these corporaticasd his
views just don’'t hold water. Instead of answers, get the
minister’s opinions, attacking the Opposition analcking wise
about the NDP and wind. The minister also spokeuabhow
we don’t give our ministers questions beforehand therefore
they don't have to give us a specific date for ocoations to
appear in this House. | have given questions tontiv@sters
directly. If | think that I'm going to get a bettanswer by pro-
viding the question in advance, I'll do that, bexait's much
better to actually have an answer that's thoughafubpposed
to hearing another round of the briefing notesl it had to
put that on the record.

Also, | just finished putting on record almost gvsingle
question that I'm going to ask the corporations.again, the
minister’s statement — it does a disservice to Yigs and it
just doesn’t hold water. It's just simply not trdestead of tak-
ing issue with some of the other questionable statés that

were put forward by the Minister of Energy, MinesdaRe-
sources, I'm going to keep this brief as well. Wavén other
very important issues to discuss here today.

The corporations are coming; that's great and fimak’ll
have a public audience with our energy professgrial like
to thank everybody for their comments today.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question on the mo-
tion as amended?
Motion No. 372, as amended, agreed to

Motion No. 423

Clerk: Motion No. 423, standing in the name of Mr.
Elias.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin

THAT this House urges:

(1) the Government of Canada to hold a nationalipin-
quiry into missing and murdered aboriginal women girls,
as called for in an April 17, 2013, statement issbg nine
provinces and 2 territories;

(2) Yukon’s Premier to publicly endorse and exprass-
port for the statement of April 17, 2013, and gsagmmenda-
tion for the Government of Canada to hold a natignblic
inquiry; and

(3) the Government of Yukon to join and activelytpm:
pate in the inquiry process and contribute resauaseneeded.

Mr. Elias: It's an honour today to speak to this mo-
tion. On this call for a federal inquiry into misgi and mur-
dered aboriginal women and girls, mine is just ona chorus
of voices. Sometimes in this Chamber we find thatawe in
the right place at the right time, and I'm honoutedave this
opportunity to speak to our motion today. | sayr‘ooecause
that's exactly what it is. It has my name on it bgtand here
today proud to say that this was a team effortahtito thank
the Premier for carefully considering all the fab&fore mak-
ing a decision to call for a national public inquon behalf of
the government yesterday and for his responseetétition
today. Should the Prime Minister agree and lauhehniational
public inquiry into missing and murdered aborigingdmen
and girls, this could have far-reaching ramificatiofor our
territory. So, thank you, Premier, for taking thrad to speak to
your senior staff, Cabinet colleagues, your fellbeaders
across the Council of the Federation, women’s gscamqd our
elected members in this House before urging theeGowuent
of Canada to do the right thing.

| also want to thank the Leader of the Liberal Y&t his
support when | asked for it. When | spoke with kihember for
Klondike and explained what | was going to do ortioroday
today, he immediately said, “Absolutely.” So thamu.

I thank my chief of staff for his new fresh apprbahis ar-
ticulation and knowledge of this issue. | thank hember for
Copperbelt South, especially, who came into myceffon
Monday morning and said to me, “Darius, you haweocader-
ful opportunity here to do something good,” becalses in
the right place at the right time in the motionat@n. She rec-
ognized that | do have dozens of motions on theeORhper
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that | could have called today, but her foresighd guidance
and passion and caring in her voice made this braimer de-
cision for me. | also thank her for her petitioattshe tabled.

To the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women'’s Circle, thekén
Aboriginal Women’s Council, Yukon Sisters in Spirithe
Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society, Yukon Women’s M&k
tion Home Society, Kaushee's Place, Victoria Faetkn
Women’s Centre, Les EssentiElles, Yukon Status aimé&h
Council, Native Women’s Association of Canada, Asisly of
First Nations, Métis National Council and the Indiapiriit
Kanatami, mahsi’ cho for all your hard work and idation.

It is important to note that | spoke with the pdesit of the
Native Women's Association of Canada, Ms. Michéledétte,
this morning and she wanted me to convey somettantie
minister responsible for the Women'’s Directoratd tmall the
members of this Assembly as a whole. She said, “Stoauld
be proud of yourselves for the financial resourttest have
been invested into the women’s organizations is thiritory
and for having the foresight and courage to brimg motion
forward to your Assembly today.”

| also want to recognize that the Premier did esitezy
go over those investments in his response to thiopethis
morning.

| think it’s important to recognize that when weelscted
officials in this territory take the opportunity gpeak with one
voice and send a message to Ottawa that we seertdems
value in the national public inquiry to missing amdirdered
aboriginal women and girls, this, to me, exhibitsaral recti-
tude and solidarity that Yukoners rightly expectaslisplay in
this House.

That's the difference here today. We can be that fis-
sembly in the country on behalf of the people waresent to
unanimously vote to urge Canada to call for a matigublic
inquiry. | may stand corrected, Mr. Speaker, butould not
find any other Assembly in this country that unaoirsly
urged the Government of Canada to do so.

It is an honour to call this motion before the Heus be
debated and represent the collective call to addaesontinued
injustice. It is my sincere hope that at the endHofise busi-
ness today we will be able to celebrate Yukon'scggbining
the chorus calling for action from the GovernmenCanada.

Let us pause for a moment to remember the nameviaf a
tim, Angel Carlick — just 19 years old. She wenssig a few
days before her high school graduation in 2007. btely was
found in a wooded area near the Pilot Mountain sididn six
months later. It has been almost six years sinea,thnd we
still don’t know what happened to her.

Close your eyes for a minute and think of a yourognan
you know who is currently in her mid-20s. | haveotdaugh-
ters in their mid-20s, Mr. Speaker.

Think of how important she is, how loved she iswho

much she contributes to the world, how valuableishe her
friends and her family. Now, imagine for a momdnthat po-
tential had been snuffed out like a flame of a tasik years
ago. We've all seen the picture of a smiling Angaioudly
dressed in a cap and gown, clutching a bright betugé red
roses. In the picture she is full of life, readyléap into adult-

hood. But someone took that all away from her, @edstill do
not know who, or why they did it.

The Yukon RCMP still has a file open for Angel Gekl
They also have files open for three other aborigimamen
who have disappeared. We do not know what happémed
them. In fact, since the 1960s, there have beem 8%eun-
solved cases of missing aboriginal women in the ofukrhat
is 35 families who do not know what happened to esume
they love — 35 smart, strong, beautiful aborigiwalmen, who
might have been our mothers, our daughters, otarsjsaunties
or grandmothers.

| am opening with stories about people because hiiyna
can get lost when we just talk about cultural gsoop statis-
tics.

In his 2012 report on the B.C. missing women inguine
Hon. Wally T. Oppal wrote, and | quote: “Given therrific
number of women who disappeared, many of whom wene
dered, there is a tendency to refer to them asnamyanous
group, their individual existence blurred into dlective iden-
tity.”

That's the risk of examining the issue in termstdfeing
about aboriginal women and girls. We're talking atopeople
here, Mr. Speaker, individual people with hopes dnebms,
wallets and bank cards, just like the rest of exgbe who had
every right to live safely, free of fear of violenand fully re-
spected by every other person in society arouna tht&s writ-
ten right into our Constitution. In fact, in Novearbof 2010,
the Government of Canada endorsedUhéed Nations Decla-
ration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which reads:
“States shall take measures, in conjunction wittligenous
peoples, to ensure that indigenous women and ehilénjoy
the full protection and guarantees against all foofiviolence
and discrimination.”

But | know there is a question on many people’sdsijrit
too often goes unspoken, so let's just get it ot the open
right now: why aboriginal women and girls? Whattsispor-
tant about them that they deserve a special inquid/ special
attention from the Government of Canada? Agaimlibte Mr.
Oppal: “Aboriginal women experience higher levels vio-
lence in terms of both incidence and severity aeddéspropor-
tionately represented in the number of missing emuidered
women across Canada.”

If you are an aboriginal woman in Canada, the iliiced
that you will experience violence is far greatartfit is for any
other citizen and it’s five times more likely thah aboriginal
woman who faces violence will die as a result ofThat’s a
Canadian average, and consider that the risks canetimes
higher here in our territory.

Looking specifically at the issue that the fedegalern-
ment needs to address, the numbers become even disere
tressing. In Canada there are approximately 588-pases of
missing or murdered aboriginal women and girls.

Four of them are in the Yukon, and one of thosArigel
Carlick. These are truths; these are undeniableh&Ve known
them for a long time. Violence and death are evesgnt
shadows that our aboriginal sisters and mothersaighbours
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and colleagues must live with constantly, more antany
other Canadian.

Knowing the problem exists is never enough. We rteed
know why the problem exists. We need to examinedtds;
we need to understand the conditions that feegr@®th. Then
we need to tear it out of the earth and cast deasd clear a
safe path for aboriginal women to walk down. Thats job;
that's why we were elected — to improve the coodii for all
people — to improve their lives and to make thefersa

To be honest, Mr. Speaker, | don't even know whyreve
talking about this — endorsing an effort to imprawe under-
standing of how we can make Canada safer for itst migen-
franchised and at-risk population seems like a rarler to me,
especially when you consider the investments Yukas al-
ready made into building and promoting a culture noh-
violence.

| will leave it to the minister responsible for tiiéomen’s
Directorate to list the specifics of government’'any programs
that have addressed the rights and interests obrwkomen.
I'll simply say that it is millions of dollars thate have wisely
invested into a wide variety of programs.

Ms. Audette, president of the Native Women’s Asaticn
of Canada, tells me that these investments giveolwkreason
to celebrate and that we set the bar for other dlangurisdic-
tions. So it makes sense for us to protect anddbaril those
investments. It's only natural that Yukon be thestfito for-
mally call on the federal government to launch raquiry into
how and why hundreds of aboriginal girls and wonaeross
the country have unaccountably gone missing or Haaen
murdered. Of course, conducting a national inqrequires the
expenditure of funds. We should view that as furtineest-
ment, because not conducting one does not nedgssatilt in
savings or a cost-neutral situation.

In the face of the current inadequate responsengmiag
violence, all levels of government will continuefaze calls for
action, requiring them to devote resources to nedpg to
these. Estimates of the cost of spousal violeneégnagwomen
in Canada range from $4 billion to $6.9 billion$@.4 billion.
These figures do not capture the costs of non-ghausience
that disproportionately affect aboriginal women ginis.

In the long term, conducting one comprehensiveonati
inquiry will be more cost-effective than conductingultiple
investigations, which include only some regionsCianada or
partial investigations of causes and factors. Cotidg a na-
tional inquiry to address and acquire a full knayge of vio-
lence will also be more cost-effective for all lsvef govern-
ment than proceeding on the basis of partial unaledings or
limited approaches.

It's important that we recognize an inquiry is reot at-
tempt to blame any one faction of our society. Majfere’s a
fear that someone’s going to get in trouble or thate look-
ing for a scapegoat or someone to blame, but that'she case
at all. We just want to know why.

Ms. Audette told me, and | agree with her: “We néed
focus on the future safety of aboriginal women eatihan seek
a place to blame for past actions.” It's not jusbat what has
gone wrong historically; it's about the underlyinguses. The

B.C. commission examined many factors that contedto the
environment of violence that Canadian aboriginamea and
girls are forced to live in. They include issudgelihe follow-
ing: discrimination; institutional bias, referengisome juris-
dictions’ justice systems; a lack of leadershipidated ap-
proaches to policing; inadequate resources; poarty social
inclusion.

For our communities to grow and to thrive, womenl an
children must be healthy, feel safe and securesajay the full
protection and guarantees against all forms ofeviot and
discrimination. I'll leave that as my opening conmitsg Mr.
Speaker. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to begin by thanking the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for putting forward thimotion
today, and | want to thank him and acknowledge fomthe
words that he has just given us and the passidmwiliich he
said those words. | think they certainly struck teowith all
Members of the Legislative Assembly.

I would like to make my comments today summarizsta
of some of the work that Yukon government has dondate
and perhaps put into context a bit of the workhef Aboriginal
Affairs Working Group as well. I'd also like to avtwledge
that the government will be supporting this motpu forward
today. While the motion itself urges our suppont,fact, the
record will show that the motion | tabled in thegistative As-
sembly this week will already show we have donesd that
we are urging the Government of Canada to hold teomel
public inquiry into missing and murdered aboriginedmen
and girls and consult with the provinces, terrigerand national
aboriginal organizations on the terms of referent¢he na-
tional public inquiry.

| hope that we are correct with the member oppssés-
sumptions that we could perhaps be the first ina@anto do
that.

I would like to recognize that the Yukon has redegd
the violence against aboriginal women. We must labkhis
collaboratively. We have been working with many upe —
aboriginal women’s groups and Yukon First Nationsand
individual aboriginal people on a number of keytiatives.
Yukon was one of the first jurisdictions to respdndand ad-
dress the issues of missing and murdered aborigioaien in
our communities.

Currently, the Women’s Directorate is providing pag
for the Yukon Sisters in Spirit project, which wassigned to
research the occurrences of missing and murderedgatzl
women from here in the Yukon and to work with théesmilies
and their communities to develop relevant violepoevention
and public education initiatives.

As part of implementing the recommendations frora th
Yukon aboriginal women’s summits, the Yukon Sisténs
Spirit project has received $114,720 of fundingrrthe north-
ern strategy trust and an additional $75,000 frieenpgrevention
of violence against aboriginal women fund from 264Q013.

Aboriginal women’s equality is one of the main pities
of the Yukon Women’s Directorate. | know that thénister
responsible is looking forward to making her comtaean
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some of the good work that the directorate has doheough
this, we are directly supporting a number of susiténgoing
programs to help address violence against abotigianen.
This includes the prevention of violence againsoragnal
women’s fund, which is intended for innovative g that
address aboriginal women’s safety and wellness ukowi
communities.

In 2009, the Women'’s Directorate doubled the prégean
of violence against aboriginal women fund to $200,@&nnu-
ally, and the Yukon government has contributed axprately
$1.5 million to the fund since its inception in 200

In 2012-13, the Women’s Directorate provided fuigdio
eight organizations and in 2013-15, the Women's@urate is
able to support six violence prevention projectouigh this
funding. This includes $25,000 to Kwanlin Dun Fikstion to
establish a violence prevention worker within theaflin Dun
community.

There is $25,000 for the Liard Aboriginal Women'sck
ety for the Together for Justice project to createommunity
action plan and encourage systemic change withiklR@ain-
ing and performance; $50,000 to the Skookum Jirarf@ship
Centre for a two-year Women of Wisdom project, offg
skills that can be used by the participants to gvéheir per-
sonal awareness and recognize their individual hy&25,000
to the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women'’s Circle for thaughter
Spirit project, which will address the largely oeeked inci-

dence of self-harm occurrences among young abaligin

women through community awareness, encouragingglial
and providing resources within the community; a28,900 to
the Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council for the Brothein

Spirit one-year strength-based community inquirgjguat tar-
geting aboriginal men. In this project, interviewsl be con-

ducted to gather stories and experiences of alpatignen who
are behaving in a non-violent, respectful way taathers.
These interviews will look to explore reasons whgmthoose
not to abuse their families and intimidate partreand choose
non-violent and respectful actions.

women’s centre in Whitehorse. In 2012, the Woméditec-
torate supported this group in developing and sttlhgi an
application to CDF for an aboriginal women'’s cerfaasibility
study. This application was successful, and the t&tibirse
Aboriginal Women'’s Circle has just issued the fbifity study
report that details the results of their research.

As | have mentioned, the government has also iedeist
such things as the lone-parent family facility, vasll as in-
vestments in housing projects that protect womehdunildren
fleeing abuse.

We have also invested heavily into substance apuse
grams and are working on the construction of a aé@hol
and drug treatment facility, as we know that sulistaabuse is
often a driver when it comes to violence againstnen and
children. Those are just some of the hard numbetkhe-actual
financial support we have — but | think what wellyeaeed to
do is to acknowledge the work of these aboriginamen’s
groups and the individuals out there who are waykirelessly
on this issue. As the Member for Vuntut Gwitchirkp about
— really trying to get to the core of this issuaareally, the
question is why, as he articulated. We want to kmdw.

The Aboriginal Affairs Working Group has been doing
good work for a number of years and it has evolveer time.
It is currently working in conjunction with the Cocil of the
Federation and the leadership of the premiers a¢hasterrito-
ries.

It has been working in three important areas: olpshe
graduation gap, closing the income gap, and entliegvio-
lence against aboriginal women and girls. The tatesetings
last week that we had our senior officials go td think all of
these issues are important issues that we needntinge to
work on.

On the graduation gap, the committee is endorsijagna
workplan of the Aboriginal Affairs Working Group drthe
Council of Ministers of Education Canada on shaedrities,
endorsing the inventory of aboriginal educatiorated provin-
cial and territorial initiatives and agreementd tw@ promising

There is $50,000 for the Yukon Women’'s Transitionapproaches to increasing aboriginal graduatiors rabe identi-

Home Society for a two-year elder mentor projedntoease a
sense of community support and cultural connectarnabo-
riginal residents of Kaushee’s Place.

This program is designed to transmit traditionaltural
knowledge and teachings regarding healthy lifestiiés, self-
care and responsible stewardship from elders iconemunity
to aboriginal women fleeing violence.

Yukon has committed $450,000 over three years ppcit
aboriginal women’s organizations in developing pot§ that
respond to the recommendations made at the Yukorigatal
summit that was held — the second one that washjgist in
October of 2012.

fying opportunities to build and foster relationshiamong
partners to address the education challenges amoltopities
of First Nations, regardless of status or resideaog Inuit or
Métis peoples.

On the income gap side, the working group discussipd
porting practices in aboriginal communities thatédnéncreased
opportunities and participation in economic devetept; en-
dorse further additions to the Aboriginal Affairs oviing
Group’s economic development success stories veshgitich
is www.aawgecdev.ca

Shared activities and best practices related teldping
increased aboriginal entrepreneurship, employmeaining

Since 2007, and now committed through 2016, theand business development programs and strategiefirfst

Women’s Directorate provides funding through themeo’s
equality fund to the Whitehorse Aboriginal WomerCircle,
the Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society and the Yukébo-
riginal Women’s Council. The Women'’s Directoratewsrk-
ing together with the Whitehorse Aboriginal WomeRscle
to develop proposals and a business plan for amigital

Nations, regardless of status or residency, Inuliétis people
and, most importantly, was ending violence agaatsiriginal
women and girls. They received the recommendatanthe
third National Aboriginal Women’s Summit, hosted khani-
toba, that occurred in November of 2012. They disedFor-
saken: the Report of Missing Women Commission of Inquiry in
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2012, among other reports and best practices, bed &c-
knowledged that Parliament has agreed to appoispeial
committee on the matter of missing and murderedyerbus
women and girls in Canada and that the premiersnanisters
who were in attendance supported the national gipati or-
ganizations’ leaders’ call upon the federal goveentrio hold a
national public inquiry into missing and murderdabaginal
women and girls and that the federal governmenswaonvith
the provinces, territories and national aborigioaanizations
on the terms of reference of the national publiguiny and,
further on, to explore further actions for preventin support
of aboriginal women and girls at risk and exchaimjermation
and promote collaboration between the federal-pial-
territorial justice tables and the Aboriginal AffaiWorking
Group.

The ministers and leaders did acknowledge the itapoe
of continued cooperation on aboriginal affairs.

This includes the following: focusing on increasstbrts
to support safe communities and prevent violenaénat) abo-
riginal women and girls; enhancing skills and ediacel op-
portunities; building strong working relationshipith aborigi-
nal communities to support economic developmentking to
address housing challenges; and working with tder gov-
ernment to enhance disaster support services.

The Aboriginal Affairs Working Group will continué
provide national leadership on these and otheesssol further
support and ensure a strong future for aborigioahraunities
across the country. The results of these meetinlyjbevcom-
ing forward to the next Council of the Federatiomating,
which will occur later this summer in Ontario, ahavill be
looking forward to actively participating in that.

I have had the honour of being in attendance aliagtawo
summer COF meetings. The day prior to the meesimtgvoted
to meetings with the national aboriginal organiasi, and
we’ve had very good discussions and also oppoiresnio have
one-on-one discussions as well. Last year in Na@i& | had
a chance to have a good talk with Shawn Atleo it time, as
well, and to build those relationships. | know tSétawn Atleo
has been here and looks forward to coming backeoYtukon
to continue some of that good work.

My quote that was a part of the conclusion of theetings
last week and that was included was that I'm pléaet
Yukon can offer its experiences and expertise éoitportant
work of improving quality of life for aboriginal @adians.
National leadership is essential in moving forward issues
important to Yukon and the rest of Canada, suchdasessing
the education gap and ending violence against gibati
women and girls.

Just to continue to highlight the good work thas ttom-
mittee has done — and | believe the growing impétusas
going forward — we should look at what it is thetloes and
therefore be able to help determine how they wble ta come
to the conclusions that they had working in conjiomc with
the national aboriginal organizations at this nmegtiand
through some of the powerful discussions that oecliWhile
| wasn't there, | was able to hear of these stotied were

brought forward through the officials who were mmisat the
meeting.

Now the objectives of the working group: to cariyt the
direction and priorities established by the proiahand territo-
rial premiers and national aboriginal leaders folloy their
annual meeting and report back on progress; tagtnen col-
laboration, strategic thinking and planning on fyiragreed-to
priorities of provinces and territories and natioaboriginal
organizations; to share information and succegsasatill help
improve the well-being of aboriginal peoples in phrts of
Canada; and to invite federal engagement on speaifil rele-
vant aboriginal initiatives or issues as appropriat

The membership of the Aboriginal Affairs Working dsip
is comprised of ministers of aboriginal affairsrfrche prov-
inces and territories and leaders of five naticatsbriginal or-
ganizations: the Assembly of First Nations; Métiatidnal
Council; Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami; Congress of Abginal Peo-
ples; and Native Women’s Association of Canada.

This committee does report back to COF on an aniparal
sis and will be doing so this summer. Some of tbhekhat has
happened — currently the minister from Manitobahis chair
of the working group. The group has focused onitdegcon-
crete and results-orientated action in the pricaityas. In par-
ticular, the issue of violence against aboriginanven and
girls, including the over 600 missing and murdeabdriginal
women, remains an urgent priority.

The second meeting of the working group was held
April 20, 2010, in Toronto. A framework for actiomas pre-
sented and ministers and leaders agreed to wotkree key
goals that | articulated earlier: the closing oé thraduation
gap, the closing of the income gap and ending mimdeagainst
aboriginal women and girls.

The premiers and NAO leaders met in August 201fdito
ther discuss these three areas. The meeting r@solte letter
from Manitoba Premier Selinger to Prime Minister rpt,
recommending the Prime Minister convene a meetinfijrst
ministers and the leaders of the national aborigimganiza-
tions, recommending the establishment of a tastefon miss-
ing and murdered aboriginal women and girls, amnitiimg the
federal government to commit to a third nationabraginal
women’s summit.

The third meeting of the working group was heldAgpril
19, 2011, in Ottawa. At that meeting the workingup ap-
proved a series of recommendations for premiefartber the
work in the three priority areas of increasing gratibn rates
for aboriginal students, supporting economic dewelent in
aboriginal communities and ending violence agaatstriginal
women and girls.

These recommendations were contained in the Jule20
port to premiers. At our meeting on July 20, 20hlyancou-
ver, premiers and NAO leaders endorsed the ongeovy of
the Aboriginal Affairs Working Group and, in padiar, di-
rected the Aboriginal Affairs Working Group to déwe a
meeting framework including outcomes for a firstnisiers
meeting on aboriginal education.

on

March 13, 2012, the FFM framework was submitted by

Ontario Aboriginal Affairs Minister Wynne, the Aligmal
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Affairs Working Group chair, to the current Council the
Federation chair, who at that time was British @abia Pre-
mier Christy Clark Subsequent to the 2012 mee@ngrogress
report from the Aboriginal Affairs Working Group wdrans-
mitted to the Premiers in advance of their NAO rmgein July
2012 in Nova Scotia. At that meeting, the prememd NAO
leaders accepted and endorsed the April 2012 reputtdi-
rected the Aboriginal Affairs Working Group to conte work
based on the action plans contained in the report.

As | have stated, the most recent meeting of theriggmal
Affairs Working Group was in Winnipeg just last vkeéAc-
tions were agreed to in each of those areas, stipgdhe call
by national aboriginal organizations for the fedlg@ernment
to hold a national public inquiry into missing anturdered
aboriginal women and girls, and for them to engtmgeprov-
inces and territories and the national aborigingaaizations
for the terms of reference.

Mr. Speaker, the next meeting of this working grauip
be held in November of 2013.

ing on their behalf, but also on going forward @ahow we can
address and really get to finding out why this heayp because
that’'s how we can help to really move forward aetlgpst that
and ensure that we can curb this and eliminateftbia hap-
pening.

| want to also take the opportunity to thank thaister re-
sponsible for the Women'’s Directorate for the gneatk she
and the officials in the Women'’s Directorate haez doing
in supporting these groups for a number of yeavgould also
like to thank the Minister of Justice and the forrivénister of
Justice, Marian Horne, who herself was indeed paigsionate
and committed to this.

I think that | would also like to acknowledge theeiber
for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringing this motion forwdrtoday.
It's very timely and | have to say that I'm thankfbat as the
numbers rolled out this week it was in fact himtand he had
the opportunity to bring forward this motion. InkKiit is very
symbolic and I'm very thankful that that in factgpened to-
day.

There have been some other accomplishments that are

worth noting from the working group, such as anatpd in-
ventory of innovative bilateral and trilateral Eifdation educa-
tion initiatives and agreements. A virtual resougamntre is
under development that will serve as a clearingshaentre of
excellence and will post and access research)emrtand de-
scriptions of initiatives that address violenceiagaaboriginal
women. Also development of an Aboriginal Affairs YKimg
Group economic development website — this site vithes
information on how Yukon final agreements have hidweco-
nomic benefits to Yukon First Nations. A compilationven-
tory is being developed of provincial and terricbagreements,
policies, programs and strategies that have imgr@pgportuni-
ties for aboriginal economic development and econbnmild-
ing. Data being collected may foster future disimrss and/or
partnerships among neighbouring jurisdictions whageee-
ments, policies, programs and strategies have sigsressful.

Joining national aboriginal organizations in cajlinpon
the federal government to hold a national publiguiry into
missing and murdered women — this is, | think, Hoddest
and loudest work that has come out of this group.

| think that's what we’ve done and | acknowledgatth
work, but | would like to sort of bring my commeritsa close
by getting back to reality. | remember very cleaHwgt time in
2007 — it's hard to believe how time goes by — whergel
Carlick went missing and the subsequent discoveEheobody
months later. | very, very clearly remember attagdihat
ceremony and the releasing of the balloons by ithex.rMore
than anything it is also looking at and thinkingpaband ac-
knowledging the families of these people and whaytave to
go through. | certainly haven’t had to deal withttmyself and
for that, | am thankful, but | know that just beiagparent of
four children, and three of them being daughtet$jrik even
just the thought of such violence or the thoughthafing a
loved one disappear and not knowing what happeagdinly
is a tragedy that's beyond description.

So | think that we need to recognize those familiee
need to thank the groups and individuals who haentwork-

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to thank the Member for
Vuntut Gwitchin for bringing this motion forward falebate
today. I'm pleased to speak for the Official Oppiosi in sup-
port of this motion.

The high rates of violence faced by indigenous worime
Canada are a national human right tragedy thagbas on for
too long and continues today. It is a tragedy #ftgcts many
families here in the Yukon. While | have delibehatehosen
not to mention any names today of the women whe lgone
missing, my heart goes out to all the families.

A public inquiry can be given a mandate to inquim®
both specific facts and also the broader concernthe-social
science, the history and other evidence about ngsmnd mur-
dered aboriginal women in Canada. A public inquian be
given a mandate to examine the many underlyingcaoses at
the core of the high rates of violence against igbal women
and girls. The mandate of the public inquiry shontid only
reveal the root causes — racism, sexism, povedgr pealth,
inadequate housing, low school completion rates,dmploy-
ment rates, inadequate or inappropriate governrelities,
inadequate police and social responses to violeaganst
women — but it must also then make suggestionsdanelop
and present to the Government of Canada a speuificinte-
grated plan for addressing the particular cond#tiaffecting
aboriginal women and girls.

Violence against women will only stop when more men
engage in making personal, political and socialngeato end
all forms of violence. | thank all of the men whzeak and who
work for that.

Like the MLA for Vuntut Gwitchin, | would like to &
knowledge the value of the financial contributiotisat the
Government of Yukon, and particularly the Womenisebtor-
ate, is making to many equality-seeking women’saniza-
tions. | support those efforts and the work thatase.

| also want to thank the many women I've heard framd
worked with over the years to end violence agaivwshen, and
I need to recognize the value of the Internet dradimforma-
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tion available on websites from organizations, sastthe Na-
tive Women'’s Association of Canada, the FeminidiaAte for
International Action, Amnesty International, Yukéioriginal

Women'’s Council, the Whitehorse Aboriginal Wome@iscle,

the United Nations, the Assembly of First Natiomsl anany
others, although those are some of the ones | fiwin pre-
paring my remarks today.

Indigenous women have the right to be safe andffee
violence. When a woman is targeted for violenceabse of
her gender or because of her indigenous identiy, fanda-
mental rights have been abused. When she is netedffan
adequate level of protection by state authoritiesalbise of her
gender or because of her indigenous identity, thigtds have
been violated.

Mr. Speaker, as Amnesty International put it, “\éiote
against women is rarely understood as a humarsrigbtie. To
the extent that governments, media and the gepeitzlc do
consider concerns about violence against womers ihore
frequent for it to be described as a criminal conag a social
issue. It is both of those things, of course, Ibus ialso very
much a human rights issue.”

As a human rights defender, | take very serioustyrteed
for members of the Assembly to respect the full aaogal
rights of aboriginal women as found in the UniteatiNnsUni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against \WWomen,
and the most recent United NatioDsclaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples.

Canada has ratified these conventions, which m#zats
Canada has accepted its obligation as a state fargspect,
protect and fulfill equality rights for indigenowgomen living
in Canada.

Canadian government statistics reveal that indigeno
women are five times to seven times more likelynttwher
women to die as the result of violence. The pattémiolence
against aboriginal women looks like this — raciatl ssexist
stereotypes deny the dignity and worth of indigenaomen,
encouraging some men to feel they can get away vidtlent
acts of hatred against them. Decades of governrpelity
have impoverished and broken apart indigenous fesnand
communities, leaving many indigenous women ands gt-
tremely vulnerable to exploitation and attack. Mapglice
forces have failed to institute necessary measatgt) as train-
ing, appropriate investigative protocols and actalility
mechanisms to eliminate bias in how they respontiémeeds
of indigenous women and their families.

The Native Women’s Association of Canada, NWAC,
founded on the collective goal to enhance, proraoi foster
the social, economic, cultural and political wedlig of First
Nations and Métis women within First Nations, Méiisd Ca-
nadian societies.

As a national organization representing aborigimainen
since 1974, NWAC’s mandate is to achieve equalty dll

much higher. NWAC also notes that Canadian polige gub-
lic officials have also long been aware of a pattef racist,
sexist violence against First Nations, Inuit andisM&omen in
their homes and on the streets, but governmenbnsgphas
been shockingly out of step with the scale and ritgvef this

tragedy.

In 2004, Amnesty International publish&blen Ssters:
Discrimination and Violence Against Indigenous Women in
Canada. This report highlights the stories of missing andr-
dered women over the past three decades. Amnestynn
tional is also concerned that Canadian officiaésrast living up
to their obligations toward indigenous women. Maofythe
preventive measures identified by past governmemntngis-
sions and inquiries have not been implemented. Mba®,
long-standing patterns of social and economic iitggon-
tinue to drive indigenous women and girls into &itons like
the sex trade, where the risk to their lives is mgieater.

The Native Women’s Association of Canada has ba#n c
ing for a national public inquiry into missing amdurdered
aboriginal women for years. This call has been e®tbby the
five national aboriginal organizations: the Asseynbf First
Nations, Métis National Council, Inuit Tapiriit Katami and
Congress of Aboriginal Peoples, along with NWAC.

Here in Yukon, the Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council
has administered the Yukon Sisters in Spirit progriiom
2011 to 2013. | note that ti&olen Ssters report only investi-
gated missing and murdered aboriginal women anld igirthe
provinces south of 60. At the recent GrandmotheoiMoere-
mony held at Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre, the Yukaho-
riginal Women’s Council reported that they haveedeined
that there are 35 different incidents of missingnourdered
Yukon aboriginal women. Although Yukon Sisters ipirg
project funding has ended, it has brought attentiothe issue
of missing and murdered aboriginal women and vigden
against women.

The project was successful in helping to rebuiliétien-
ships between the RCMP and aboriginal women’s golp
2013, as part of the project, a survey randomlyiathtered to
citizens of the Yukon showed that 61 percent agteatdmiss-
ing and murdered aboriginal women is a significessue in
Canada.

In a media release today, Chantal Genier, the geasiof
YAWC, is pleased to see that the Yukon governmeas h
joined the call for a national public inquiry. YAW@s well as
Ann Maje Raider from Liard Aboriginal Women’s Satieand
representatives of the Whitehorse Aboriginal Woree@ircle

ishave all spoken to me about how important it imtbude these

most affected groups — aboriginal women and thegpresen-
tative organizations — in determining the manddta public
inquiry. It will be wonderful if the Government dfanada
heeds this call and we can have the first natiomgliry that
does examine the violence against aboriginal woinethe
three northern territories, where we know the ratiegiolence

aboriginal women in Canada. NWAC has documentedemorare much higher.

than 600 cases of missing and murdered indigenaumsen in
Canada, most within the last three decades. BeaHugaps in
police and government reporting, the actual numiesy be

A 2011 joint statement of indigenous and non-ind@es
organizations called for action to stop violendesdid there
can be no piecemeal solution to a tragedy of ttédes As we
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in this Assembly join with other jurisdictions dalj on the
government to hold a national public inquiry on simg and
murdered aboriginal women, we should contemplateerot
measures we can take to create safety for indigemmmen.
An example of progress being made into buildingtiehships
of trust between aboriginal women, the RCMP, ardittoader
community is the recent protocol signed between ltfzed
Aboriginal Women’s Society and the RCMP detachmient
Watson Lake, which establishes principles, objestiand core
commitments that capture a new relationship.

The RCMP saw the need to change the way it resjotade
women who experienced violence, asked for adviaanfr
women and made changes. The protocol centres aromnd
proving how police and community respond to womemw
experience violence.

Together for Justice workshops provided training to place
the RCMP on a common ground regarding First Natiglture
and how people are responding to residential sehaod chal-
lenges with the Justice system. As Chief Superdeah Peter
Clark of the Yukon RCMP acknowledged, there is adchto
“recognize women'’s courage, support their decisiand en-
sure our responses do not attach blame.”

The Together for Justice project began in 2011 to promote
a dialogue between women and the RCMP about haregite
safety for women. A goal of the project was to dis tvork in
Watson Lake and in Whitehorse as a model that tioeiid be
expanded to other communities. | truly hope thakofugov-
ernment will put its political will and public fulsdnto support-
ing the completion of this work so that there isimilar proto-
col developed to be put in place for Whitehorspraocol that
can become a best practice and can be expandaditdeé all
Yukon communities.

As one woman who works in the field of preventingia
responding to violence against women said to mejetQhe
years, the silence has been deafening.” We're spga&day.
I've spoken to so many aboriginal women and thamifies
and to Yukon citizens from all walks of life in thpast about
the devastating pain when a loved one disappearagihe
losing a sister, a daughter, a mother, an auntgraadmother
and imagine the heartbreak when a family isn’ts§iatil with
the way that public agencies and services resppadréport of
a missing or murdered aboriginal woman. We canedteh

If, as a Yukon society, we truly wish to remove lebass-
ness, poverty, injustice, racism and violence frmum commu-
nity and move toward a community built on sociatlision,
we must address the root of the problem and we endtthe
silence surrounding the issue of violence and digian of
women. A national public inquiry has the potential break
that silence.

The United Nations Special
against women has also taken note of the hundredsiaers
and disappearances of aboriginal women and girl€anada
and the multi-level oppression that culminates iolence.
Rapporteur Manjoo names among the causes the distdyed
social and economic conditions in which aborigiwaimen and
girls live, which make them vulnerable to such grae.

Rapporteur on violence

On March 12, 2013, for the second consecutive \tbar,
Native Women’s Association of Canada and the Camadi
Feminist Alliance for International Action providedbriefing
on murders and disappearances of aboriginal womdrgals
to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rightsody of
the Organization of American States. It focusedhmnlack of
adequate government and police response to adtlissmngo-
ing crisis.

Sharon Mclvor of the Feminist Alliance for Interiwetal
Action called for the Government of Canada to ditala na-
tional public inquiry immediately. She said theseaineed for a
fully independent national public inquiry where tfamilies,
the groups, the governments and the experts cae together
to examine the causes of this problem and findtsols. In
addition, NWAC and FAFIA urge the Government of &da
to fully cooperate with international and regiohaiman rights
bodies so that aboriginal women and girls in Canzatahave
the benefit of their expertise and assistance imdaoting a
public inquiry.

The Feminist Alliance for International Action alsade a
submission to the United Nations Human Rights Cowmcthe
occasion of the second universal periodic reviewCafada in
October of 2012. It stated that a national inguiryCanada is
needed to address the many issues affecting théidanof
murdered aboriginal women and girls; to review glpolicies
and procedures on searches and investigation; &oniee
communications between officials, police and theifi@s of
missing and murdered women; to review police ogtsand
disciplinary procedures; address the culture obitand sexual
harassment inside police forces; and to examinesd&l and
economic disadvantages that contribute to the vabikty of
aboriginal women and girls to violence.

A significant aspect of the recommendation for tioml
inquiry in Canada that national aboriginal orgatitmes,
women’s and human rights organizations and now,Yiheon
Legislative Assembly, along with provincial and ritrial
governments are calling for, is that Canada consiith
NWAC and other organizations representing and stingo
the interest of aboriginal women on the terms &érence, so
that the causes and consequences of the violenttharsteps
necessary to end the murders and disappearancesedaily
examined.

I would also like to point out that in April 2018e As-
sembly of First Nations and NWAC closed the Natldraum
on Community Safety and Ending Violence, held imdton,
with the renewed and strengthened commitment torecto
increase community safety and further pressed foatéonal
public commission of inquiry into violence agairadioriginal
women and girls.

treaty bodies to take effective action to addréssfailed jus-
tice system and governmental responses to the &dsdof
murders and disappearances of aboriginal womermyiaisd

In 2008, after its periodic review, the CEDAW contiex
urged Canada to examine the reasons for the faibuirevesti-
gate the cases of missing or murdered aboriginah@yoand to
take the necessary steps to remedy the deficiencig® sys-

Canada has been urged repeatedly by United Nations
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tem, to urgently carry out thorough investigatiafighe cases
of aboriginal women who have gone missing or hagenb
murdered in recent decades and to carry out arysiedb de-
termine whether there is a racialized pattern anthke meas-
ures to address the problem if that is the case. CEDAW

committee, at the same time, recommended that @aded
velop a specific and integrated plan for addressigparticu-
lar conditions affecting aboriginal women, both amd off re-

serves, including poverty, poor health and the higtes of
violence.

Canada has an obligation to report back on thisiss the
CEDAW committee, and | believe that Canada hasldiga
tion to conduct a national public inquiry.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday in this House, you acknogédd
the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Messci-
ties. It is relevant to debate on the motion befmseo recog-
nize that the forced confinement of aboriginal dtéh in what
is called the residential school system was a rafssity that
still affects our communities today and that cdntted to the
tragedy of violence against aboriginal women. Wedt® fo-
cus on education, on investigation, and on actornd this
violence.

succinct, because | know the Liberal Party membauldvlike
to say a few words.

| do want to say that this motion really speakshi issue
of violence. Often | am asked — and others in tésembly
— why do we focus on violence against women? It\sakd
guestion and there are some very valid reasonsweigo.

When it comes to violence in our communities, mexxs
periences of violence are largely different frommen’s in a
whole host of ways. While men are more likely toitjared by
strangers in a public or a social venue, womenirargreater
danger of experiencing violence from intimate parsnin their
own homes. Women are also at greater risk of sexakgnce.

As has been said by others here today, Yukon hae th
times the national rate of violence against wonieates of
violence in the other two territories are even Rigim compari-
son to our southern counterparts. The facts coattoushock.
The rate of sexual offences against women in thieoviurerri-
tory was over three and a half times the provinaisrage and
when it comes to aboriginal women, again, theyraoee than
three to five times as likely to report being vicized by a
spouse in the last five years.

Yukon has the third highest rate of police-reporteat

The federal government has responded by announcirignce against women in the country. Police-repodath on

plans to spend money on addressing violence agaioisten,
although most of that money went toward policeatiites that
track missing persons. The Government of Canadartunf
nately delayed funding to the Native Women’s Asatioh of
Canada’s Sisters in Spirit initiative, which waspiontant re-
search and advocacy work that the government itsedf said
has been vital in drawing attention to violenceiagfaaborigi-
nal women. While they have refused to develop aprehen-
sive national action plan on stopping violence agfaivomen
and girls, even though Canada has played a keyimol¢N
resolutions promoting such national action planga asandard
for all nations to adopt, this makes it that mucbrenimpera-
tive that the Government of Canada will listen avill hold a
national public inquiry.

| would like to conclude my remarks by quoting Mt
Audette, president of the Native Women’s Associatid Can-
ada: “We need to ensure that indigenous women &lsdegjoy
the equal protection and equal benefit of the lawanada.” A
national public inquiry would be another step ddhat road.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I want to, first off, thank my col-
league from the other side, the Member for Vuntutit€hin,
for bringing forth this very important motion anad offer my
support and, of course, to reiterate our governimanipport of
this motion for the call for a national public inguon mur-
dered and missing women in Canada. I'd like to khéme
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for his comments and tus
eloguent words in support, and for providing soroatext as
to why, in fact, we are here today and debating ¥ery impor-
tant subject.

I would also like to thank the previous speakertheomo-
tion for their words and their perspectives. | hawesay —
without trying to sound repetitive — there have heelot of
good comments, and I'm going to try to keep my canta

sexual assault, criminal harassment and spouskdnge pro-
vides a very big context for the continued pervesass of this
very issue. The immediate and the long-term impattsio-
lence continue to affect women’s employment, ownemy,
physical and mental health status, financial sgcard safety.

The prevention of violence against women is a pyiaf
the Yukon government and a key mandate of the W&men
Directorate for the past decade in my capacity asster re-
sponsible for the Women'’s Directorate, and theralss credit
to be paid to the former Premier, Dennis Fentiep Wbld the
portfolio, as well as my former predecessor Matiamne.

The Women'’s Directorate has been working very hard
collaboration with many aboriginal women’s orgatiaas,
individual aboriginal women, First Nation governrtenand
others to address violence against women and taradvabo-
riginal women’s equality when it comes to sociatpmomic,
legal and political — | believe that we have beeaind just
that.

I would like to make note of a number of initiatvé here
has been so much work being done by many, mangrdift
organizations in the territory and governments, amddon’t
have the time here to actually spell all of that mday. But |
do want to go back to 2005 and the Premier attthad, Pre-
mier Fentie — who also held the portfolio of the Mé&n's
Directorate — there was a discussion about violesg&inst
aboriginal women. It was really a talk of the Coilired the
Federation to bring the parties together, to batighe prov-
inces and the territories together to really higlithis issue
and to do what we can as members of the confederati
highlight this work, and also to advance aborigin@men’s
equality.

It was a couple of years later that the governnreitew-
foundland, together with the Native Women’s Assticia of
Canada, co-hosted the very first National AboriglhWeomen’s
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Summit in Cornerbrook, Newfoundland. | can say bwart of
that delegation, along with a number of other ajpoal women
in the territory, and it brought together 155 apwral women
from across the country as well as premiers, tleréd, pro-
vincial and territorial ministers and staff. Ourlefgation in-
cluded just over 10 delegates who contributed dirdo the
recommendations that would then be forthcoming ghereaf-
ter — and the identification of those priorities.

At the end of the summit, there were some 137 recem
dations made by women, and of course about halfase were
identified as the key priorities in moving forward.

| wanted to make note of that, because NAWS, winch
the acronym of that summit, was a really key intticaf in-
creased capacity of aboriginal women’s organizatiah the
national level coming together, as well as theimgihess of
governments and non-government organizations amshcmi-
ties to really engage on those critical areas gfortance to
aboriginal women'’s equality in Canada.

Of course, by bringing forward those principles d@hdse
recommendations that are so highly important, & helped to
increase capacity. It has helped to broaden theeissf
women’s equality in the country, but also how we eeork
together collectively to advance aboriginal womeis'sues in
the territory and beyond.

From there, at that time we brought that very thdcicu-
ment home to the Yukon and we had to try to drildwn and
make it relevant to Yukon.

It was at that time that we were able to come harmewe
had what we called the YAWS, which was the Yukooragi-
nal women’s summits. We had a couple of them. W dree
in Watson Lake and one in Whitehorse. | can tell twat they
were very well-attended. There were women fromnallks of
life; many trailblazers over the years. It was ayveowerful
opportunity for coming together to talk to this yéssue. From
there, of course, the two Yukon summits’ theme W&tsong
Women, Strong Communities: Furthering Aboriginal M&n’s
Equality”. Again, the summits were really to comriuate the
outcomes of the national summit to Yukon aborigiwaimen
and to determine Yukon women’s priorities for fitimg
equality for Yukon aboriginal women.

It was from there that a number of recommendativase
born. A number of implementation projects also cafeut. It
included a violence prevention project, an abogbiwomen’s
role model mentorship training program, an eldertloland-
based program, a culturally relevant gender balanedysis, as
well as an aboriginal women'’s group expansion toje

The one | do want to highlight, however, is the ¥nlSis-
ters in Spirit initiative. It indeed took form.Was really what |
would coin as a 36-month project. It ran from 2@H@ ended
the end of March of this year. It was deliveredtbg Yukon
Aboriginal Women’s Council and they received ddl#rough
the northern strategy trust, and | can say thatt\ehttemen-
dous project it was. It was designed to include tbiees of
missing and murdered aboriginal women’s familied anm-
munities and to come together and commit to workimgle-
velop and support ongoing relationships based ost tand
reciprocity. | can tell you that, of course, we kitow that, as

was articulated just recently by the member oppodiitere are
some 35 cases.

The project began on April 1, 2010. It was a prpjet
course, as | said, hosted by the Yukon Aboriginanvén’s
Council as the only regional aboriginal organizatim the
Yukon and the sister agency to NWAC, as well.

Initially, it was to be a one-year research and ramess
project, and it was quickly identified that that widn’t be suf-
ficient and it evolved into a three-year projeatudsing on pol-
icy, education, prevention and research. It beganday after
the national Sisters in Spirit project ended, drat’s key, be-
cause | have had the opportunity to meet MichéldeMie from
NWAC on many occasions now. She has really conttat
the Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council and the govaant’s
support, but it is the women’s organizations comiagether
and working hand-in-hand with aboriginal women fraround
the territory and working with their family membeasd the
friends and the relationships that has really tethis project. It
highlighted a number of things, and, as | undedstaine pro-
ject travelled to Women’s Worlds congress in Ottaana the
National Aboriginal Women’s Forum in Vancouver.

It was also showcased in the National Justice Fponoor-
dinated by the Assembly of First Nations, with fbeus put on
that specific project.

| had the opportunity of also attending the SisterSpirit
“Honouring Grandmother Moon” event, which was helot
long ago — earlier in February. For me to see soymaf
Yukon’s women being permanently commemorated — when
say those women, they’re the missing and murdeedginal
women — with those exquisite moons, it came withxadi
emotions for all of us in the room. To see so mawwpns there
for the first time, it's tragic; it's saddening; tbat the same
time, as | looked around that room, it was so eraging, by
the commitment and the dedication of so many imllials and
those trailblazers who remain in the territory, dahdir com-
mitment to put an end to violence against womenspiring.

Today’s motion is about continuing on those effatshe
national level and at the territorial level. | wantquote Pre-
mier Greg Selinger. Back in November last fall slhéd — and
this is following the third National Aboriginal Waen's Sum-
mit. As you can see, there has been a transitionatibnal
movement on this particular area of importancethase has
been in the Yukon with us hosting the second Yukobnorigi-
nal Women’s Summit. The disproportionate numbemgfsing
and murdered aboriginal women and girls is a Camtliag-
edy that we must all work together to end. At tinel ef the
day, it is not just governments and not just orgations; it's
all of our collective efforts and what we must doimadividual
citizens to put an end to violence against aboailgivomen.

Mr. Silver: Seeing the time, Mr. Speaker, | will be
very brief. | don't believe that | could possiblgicamore to the
debate that hasn’t already been said by the Meffalpéruntut
Gwitchin. The sincerity of his words and the unéedible stats
that he brought to this House are very compellind horrify-
ing. | said to him in our preliminary conversatidnaill abso-
lutely support his motion. | would like to extendhenk you to
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the Member for Copperbelt South for her years aficktion
on this and other women’s issues. It's obvious léel of
commitment the member has given to this cause laadsould
also be applauded.

What an absolute shame — the discrepancies between

these numbers. My heart goes out to the affecteuiliés.
There’s not much else to be said other than I'llLBE percent
supporting this motion.

Speaker:  Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Elias:
lieve that a federal inquiry into missing and muedkaborigi-
nal women and girls is going to happen. | think t@nducting
a comprehensive national inquiry with the partitipa of all
levels of government and national aboriginal orgations will
provide the knowledge we need to act with some ovisdo
create meaningful change and to design a natiosaaidwork
and action plan that will prevent aboriginal faedifrom ex-
periencing the pain and horror of the loss of atbene to vio-
lence in the future.

We require nothing less than a transformation efritla-
tionship between aboriginal women and girls andé¢haho are
supposed to help and protect them; between abatiggoples
and the government, police and the justice systemrd; of the
way we think about and respond to violence in Canad

The federal government must act. The country hakesp
loud and clear. Mr. Speaker, you pray for us ewky to con-
duct ourselves with temperance, understanding eason, and
that we, the elected members of this House, sdr@epeople
we represent with dignity and honour — and | belidhat
happened today.

| want to thank all members of this House that wedsa
united message — unanimous — and we give our Preue
port that, when he speaks to the Prime Ministes, t#rritory
speaks with one collective voice.

Mr. Speaker, you also say that history will be fireal
judge of our deeds. Twenty years from now, whenloak
back on today and the discussions that happenethamnédsults
of a national inquiry, | think this is somethingattwe can all be
proud of.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

| thank all members of the House. | do be-

April 24, 2013
Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Ms. Hanson: Agree.
Ms. Stick: Agree.
Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.
Ms. White: Agree.
Mr. Tredger: Agree.
Mr. Silver: Agree.
Mr. Elias: Agree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 15 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 423 agreed to

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do adjourn. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

Seeing the time, | move that the

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:21 p.m.
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