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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, April 30, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Yukoners cancer care fund

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's indeed a pleasure for me to
rise in the House today on behalf of all memberkdnour of
the Yukoners cancer care fund. When the Canadiarceta
Society recently closed its local office, a conegfrgroup of
local residents were very quickly assembled by fart@om-
missioner Geraldine Van Bibber to replace the mgsiancer
society. The group combined with the Yukon Hosp@akpo-
ration to establish the cancer care fund to supipogl cancer
care and cancer patients in Yukon. The advantage fafme-
grown organization is that the funds raised in Yiu&on will
stay in the Yukon.

This new fund will complement other local initiegls such
as Run for Mom and Karen’s Fund. The fund is rurvolun-
teers who devote much time and energy to it. Wesesnthe
first fruit of their labours on Thursday with théficial launch
of the cancer care fund at 5:30 p.m. at the Yukoveghnment
main administration building foyer. The launch walko serve
as a fundraiser with live music, appetizers ane lauction.
Admission to the event is by donation.

It's a great cause, Mr. Speaker, and we all apategiour
involvement in this fundraiser as well. | believeuywere the
one who approached Geraldine and the members ofdmey
mittee to participate in this official launch andtHink the
launch and the fundraiser will be a great success.

We look forward to many more events and initiatives
behalf of the fund, and | congratulate the Hosgtalindation,
but | especially congratulate the members that IGie& Van
Bibber was able to get together. | would like tketdhis oppor-
tunity, if 1 may, Mr. Speaker, to introduce all tifem. With
Geraldine in the Speaker’s box is Florence Robertrmer
city councillor; Faye Cable is there, as is Blalag®'s; sitting
in the row right behind is Patrick Van Bibber, Qdiae’s hus-
band of many, many years; Bev Buckway, the formaydf of
Whitehorse; Harmony Hunter; Krista — I'm not sufé’li get
your name right, Krista — Prochazka; and finaMgl Pike
from the hospital snuck in while | wasn’t watchirg@p | would
like to take the opportunity, and | hope all mensberll take
the opportunity, of welcoming these folks and catgiating
them on the efforts to date.

Applause

In remembrance of Michael Dehn

Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion to pay tribute to Michael Dehn, former exeeatdirector
of the Yukon chapter of the Canadian Parks and &ftfiess
Society.

Mike died on February 4 of prostate cancer. MikehiDe
was born in Chicago in 1947. He was a lifelongreara true
didactic in the best sense of that word. Mike edradachelor
of science in electrical engineering from the Unéity of Illi-
nois in 1970; a Master of Arts in Economics frore thniver-
sity of Toronto in 1974; a Master of Environmeng&dience
from the University of Calgary in 1986; and a PhDBiologi-
cal Sciences from Simon Fraser University in 1994.

When | first met Mike, | knew nothing of his educaial
background. He was simply the fellow who came oag t
help us in our never-ending battle to understarel family
computer, and he stayed to become a friend. Oeeydhars we
came to realize that Mike Dehn was a man of grepttdwho
shared his knowledge, his skills and his patienih & wide
swath of the Yukon community. Mike is rememberedasan
who was passionate. He was passionate about theahabrld
and maintaining the integrity of our remaining uoitgd
spaces.

Mike did not dwell on his cancer, even while unagng
many treatments, which took their toll on his tier& his en-
ergy, but never his sense of humour.

Mike focused his energy and courage in his finaryeon
an unwavering vision: protecting the Peel watershdid en-
during passion for wildlands and wildlife fuelledsHtireless
drive and devotion. Last spring, elders from thekdfu and
Northwest Territories First Nations engaged in Beel plan-
ning process invited members of this Legislativedkably to a
gathering at a hunting camp on the Dempster Highwdigten
to their stories about the importance of the Peethem, to
their history and, most importantly, to their grahiddren. The
Official Opposition caucus, along with the MLA fitondike,
was honoured to attend this gathering. Mike wase #iere,
clearly revelling in the peaceful and respectfulargiy of
deeply held views. It was clear that his quiet adwy was
both respected and deeply appreciated by the e#wtother
leaders in attendance.

Mike had great empathy for people who have lesthim
world and was a strong and informed advocate fiat Nations
peoples, working to ensure treaties are honoured & his
friends remarked that, “His was not a fight againdividuals;
it was against the mindset of industrial “progreas’all costs,
which threatens wildlands and life support systehes world
over.”

Mike Dehn was a warrior, advocate, fighter andnfielt
is inspiring to have known a person who devotedlifésto
creating a world that is more just, a world thaluea respect
for people and the natural world that supportslusver short-
term economic gain.

Mike is survived by his mother Maxine, his sisteaittha,
and his brother Matthew. In closing, may | suggkeat you and
others here today read or perhaps re-i@adid by Earle Bir-
ney. It is a poem that | think every Canadian stades no
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doubt read. In paying tribute to Mike Dehn todagah think of
no better evocation of the beauty of nature andrémgedy of a
life cut too short.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise as MLA for Lake Laberge
to introduce some constituents who are here foaysdbusi-
ness — Hugh Henderson, Clayton White and Nansi {@gnan
ham. I'd also like to ask all members to join menielcoming
Neil Hartling, the chair of the Tourism Industry gegiation of
Yukon.

Applause

Ms. Hanson:
to join me in welcoming other friends of Mike Dehras well.
Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

PETITIONS
Petition No. 12

Ms. McLeod:
today a petition to the Legislative Assembly frohe tMayo
Road development area residents.

The petition is intended to recommend that allrédmaain-
ing area in the Mayo Road development area thatored
“hinterland” be rezoned to “protected open spaestept for
existing conditions as are noted on the front page.

Speaker:
sented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard:
following motion:

THAT this House urges the State of Alaska, the |-
ernment, the Alaska Board of Fisheries and the INBdcific
Fisheries Management Council to continue to unéertaan-
agement actions including regulations to ensur¢ éimaade-
quate number of chinook salmon are able to retariukon
Territory again.

Speaker:  Any other notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: QOil-fired appliance safety

Ms. Moorcroft:
wait until regulations are drafted in six monthsatgear to see
the government’s full intention around oil-fired pipnce
safety. We do know that Bill No. 57 would allow foggula-

tions that would apply to part or all of the Yukdrhe Yukon
Party government is telling Yukoners to expectatiéht stan-
dards pertaining to oil-fired appliance safety asrthe Yukon.

Yesterday the government said repeatedly that ¢lee for
lower standards was based on what they heard ah Yiukon,
namely that small communities couldn’t cope witlghar li-
censing and certification standards. When it cotoesil-fired
appliances, what safety standards is the ministéimgv to
overlook for rural Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned yesterday, the
Yukon government is very much committed to enhapngiab-
lic safety related to heating systems across thigaey in every
single community, and we are working to do just thaintro-

| would like the members of the House ducing Bill No. 57, which we will be debating laten this af-

ternoon. This requires that only qualified oil bewrmmechanics
may apply for and hold permits for both the insttidin and
modifications of those appliance home heating systend

Are there any returns or documents for ta-also becoming the first in the country to make oarmonox-

ide detectors and smoke alarms mandatory in dtleases —
those using fuel-burning appliances and/or havimgttached
garage.

We are working on a number of fronts to enhanceciap
with the number of certified oil burner mechanikcattwe have
available throughout the territory so that we camtimue to

Mr. Speaker, | have for presentation deliver and enhance oil-fired safety in the tersitowWe are

very much committed to adhering to the bill and thansures
that every community adheres to it.

Ms. Moorcroft: The government has said that it will
enhance capacity but it's not prepared to bringebuirements
for having certified technicians service applianc€his has
resulted in deaths in our community.

The government is saying that opposition in rurakdn to

Are there any other petitions to be pre-the recommendations from their own working groupcéal

them to lower safety standards, but their condohatvas
flawed and they haven’t released any record ofipdmment
or any What We Heard document. The Yukon Party geve
ment’s record has shown time and time again thatetlis a
considerable gap when it comes to consultationsdet what

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the the public actually says and what the governmewps #ahas

heard from the public. | refer to the gap betwedratwthe pub-
lic said and what the government represented thégas say-
ing on theLandlord and Tenant Acbff-road vehicles, and the
Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan

The public is not prepared to take the governmenmtsd
for it. Will the Yukon Party government release thle com-
ments and reports from their consultation on o#édi appli-
ances?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It's unfortunate that the members
opposite weren't present at each of those commuoitgulta-
tions held by the minister responsible for the YmKkdousing
Corporation, myself, and rural MLAs on this sidetloé Legis-
lative Assembly who accompanied us. It's unforten#tat
none of the members opposite actually took timettend any

Mr. Speaker, the public will have to Of the public open houses that took place in edde com-

munities of Watson Lake, Ross River, Pelly Crossifid
Crow, and the list goes on. It's unfortunate thed members
opposite weren’t there to hear specifically fromyora and
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councils and from First Nations, the public worlepdrtments,
and so forth, which told us that there is not thpacity in a
majority of those communities.

Having certified mechanics in every community is th-
timate goal. The reality, however, is that we'rd titere yet,
but that’s in fact why this Government of Yukon Igmne to
work and continues to work to increase the numbeedified
mechanics to build much-needed capacity in thataeyrin
every community. We are taking action; we’re takaagion by
delivering legislation that is very progressive gared to most
other jurisdictions in the country. We're very pdoaf the bill,
and we look forward to the members opposite’s sttppo

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, it's unfortunate that the minis-
ter didn't acknowledge the presence of one of olwABl at a
hearing and what is also unfortunate is the goverrirhas not
answered that they are prepared to provide onubbgrecord
what they heard. We have been clear that we dbiiktthis
bill is comprehensive and that there are major ghpsgov-
ernment hasn't filled. We have also been clear deapite this
general critique there are some good measureswanbave
proposed one reasonable change: a modest stepvithat-
crease safety — namely, requiring those who semikéred
appliances to be licensed and certified. That is ordy the
NDP’s idea, the government’s own working group reeo
mended it as well, but curiously this recommendmatitidn’t
appear in the focus questions for community mesting

The government’s consultation did not even ask dliss-
tion of rural Yukoners. How can the governmentrolao have
heard something loud and clear when it didn't eask the
guestion that its own working group proposed?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | have to say it's very unfortunate
to hear from the member opposite her lack of supfoorthe
bill before us, her lack of support for enhancihg safety of
oil-fired appliances in the territory, her lack @ipport for en-
hancing the safety of our homes. Unbeknownst tombenber
opposite, this is actually a shared responsibilifg. a shared
responsibility with government, and the member @jtedinds
it laughable. It's unfortunate. This is a very ses and critical
issue and this government is actually getting atrtfot and the
heart of the problem, and that is enhancing thetgasf oil
fired appliances throughout the territory. We aldrig action.

| would just refer to one of the key coroner recoenicha-
tions, which was to ensure that all applicable t&tipns have
provisions to provide persons or companies pregewrking
in the affected industry sufficient time to becomealified.
That is what we heard in every single community the went
to, that there isn't sufficient capacity in evergnumunity to
deliver this particular profession.

That is why, in fact, this Government of Yukon isnking
to enhance the delivery of training available fodividuals to
become certified mechanics, so that they can coatio in-
stall, modify — and, yes, service.

Question re: Employment Standards Act
probationary period amendment

Ms. Stick:
theEmployment Standards Adihe Yukon is trailing behind the
rest of the country. Only two other provinces matod Yukon,

with probation at six months; others range from tmehree
months. A probationary period is where any new eygé can
be let go without any cause or notice. This perodeant to
allow parties to see if it's a good fit. As a buess employer, |
know it takes less than six months to know if arplyee will

be able to do the job. For many seasonal employedhe

Yukon, the six-month probationary period means thaye no
job security.

Will the minister do the right thing and bring tpeoba-
tionary period in the YukofEmployment Standards Aaito
line with other Canadian jurisdictions?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We will continue to work with the
Employment Standards Board. We will continue to kvatth
all of our stakeholders, employees and employeds w5, that
also includes the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Heald
Safety Board, on issues of importance when it cotnesm-
ployment standards in the territory.

Mr. Speaker, the good officials within the Depantmnef
Community Services do a lot of great work, in tewhgnhanc-
ing public education and enforcing the provisiohshe act as
we know it today.

We recognize that there is always room for improgetn
when it comes to enhancing our provisions and nrozieg
the act, as other jurisdictions continue to do ail.\We will
continue to do that work as we have with othetusest

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, as we have noted in this
House before, a six-month probationary period digtuaakes
workplaces and job sites less safe. It's a plampke fact: em-
ployees under probation are less likely to raiserkplace
safety issues, especially if the employer doesgtire a cause
or reason to fire a person.

Rather than building a culture of safety, we aradirer-
tently building a culture where workers may fearstand up
for their own safety. Will the minister and the gowment
work to increase worker safety by establishing r@gkmonth
probationary period for Yukon workers?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | said at the onset of my re-
marks, what the government indeed will continuedtois to
work with all of our stakeholders. We will continte work
with employers and employees and the Yukon Employme
Standards Board and Yukon Workers’ Compensationithea
and Safety Board, as well, to continue to initiptevisions
within our act and those statutes that are alsoseea by the
Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to enhancing the dslieér
safe working practices and conditions, the Goverrtnmaf
Yukon is very much committed to doing so. That vdordquire
consultation with our respective stakeholders. dvkrthat is
something that is difficult for the members oppesibut we
very much will continue to work with our respectigtake-
holders and continue to consult those specific ettalder
groups.

Question re:
Ms. Hanson:

Supportive housing
Yukon’s homeless and under-housed are

When it comes to probationary periods indiverse; their numbers can be difficult to tracke$e factors

alone make it important to know what needs assessthe
government conducted with respect to planning arapiate
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and effective system of shelter and housing forpibeulation,
sometimes called the “hard to house.”

After all, the Yukon government has repeatedly edre
with the Auditor General’'s recommendations for mopeeds
assessments to be conducted, and | quote: “to ertkat the
services delivered in the hospitals are designednéet the
communities’ needs in the most cost-effective wagsible.”
Will the minister table the concept paper he refeeel earlier
this sitting produced by the Salvation Army whiah $aid out-
lines a vision for a project here in Whitehorse artdch, ac-
cording to the minister, has apparently been sigatdby
Health and Social Services and the Yukon Housingp@a-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
housing in the Yukon is a very complex issue argtehhas
been significant work done to date to increase ordy our
awareness of the situation and the understandirtheofssue,
but we've also attempted to identify potential $sians. One of
those solutions is to partner with the Salvatiomgin provid-
ing some transitional housing for under-housed [eeap the
territory.

We do have, at the present time, a memorandum dxren
standing with the Salvation Army and we will be mpisome
further work in the upcoming few months. The nextraonths
we’'ll be doing some further work with the Salvatidmmy
identifying exactly where this project will go amdhat the final
working operation of the facility will be. At thigme, I'm not
willing to produce those documents we have withShaévation
Army. At the point where we have addressed sombebut-
standing issues, perhaps at that time | would beemilling to
bring forward some information.

Ms. Hanson:
organizations have put a lot of time and efforbistudying the
issue of homelessness in Yukon. They've broughwdod evi-
dence-based solutions that this government ignorkd. Offi-
cial Opposition asked if the government is workimith those
local NGOs but, in its April 9 response, the mieissaid, “Not
on this specific project — we’re not engaged.”

It is a shame when the government fails to beffrefih lo-
cal efforts, expertise and experience. Citing antyack record
that is pretty darn good, the minister said tha 8alvation
Army will be providing shelter, transitional hougifior up to a
year, support for any addictions or mental healfficdlties,
some employment training, perhaps, or assistanfiedavork.

Will the minister present to this House the actpab-
gramming model he is proposing to use to meet tlobgec-
tives he has set out?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Well, it's interesting to note that
some of the things that have occurred in the Ikt While —
the increase in size or the construction of Bettyaven; the
increase in size of the OFI facility here in Whibese that will
expand that facility somewhat; the recently annedn¥ukon
Housing Corporation housing action plan — all seenrmean
nothing to members opposite, and they mean a gestto us.
In recent months, we’ve also located the youthteshéleds to a
facility away from the Sarah Steele Building. Wexepanded
programming and shelter-bed capacity at the DawSig

Women’s Shelter. So we are making progress in abeurof
areas and we will continue to make that prograssalso in-
teresting to see that the member opposite doepparantly
believe that the Salvation Army is an organizattapable of
handling this task that they've entered into areagrent with
us to accomplish, because we believe that thew a®sy good
organization and that they have the capacity aedathility to
work with Government of Yukon to provide a very wable
service to our under-housed people.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, let it be clear that | am not
asking the minister’s opinion on what | might baking.

What | am saying is that it's clear, for the recditht the
government has not produced either its needs assas®r the

Addressing the need for adequateterms of reference for its proposed response tohtimeless

and hard-to-house in our community. The governmdees not
appear to want to partner with Yukon-based NGO<skwhiave
worked hard to address homelessness in the territor

In addition, to date, no information has been diset re-
garding which location the government is considgffor the
expanded Salvation Army facility, or whether thevél be
consultation with neighbourhood associations arginasses.

When will the minister identify the location fordhew
Salvation Army? Will the minister indicate when &bc
neighbourhood associations, such as the DowntovaidBets
Association, will be invited to comment?

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's interesting to me to see that
the member opposite doesn’t consider the Salvafiony a
local NGO. The Salvation Army has been in the Yukona
number of years. | consider them a local NGO. Wéiad ex-
tensive consultation with the Salvation Army.

| would also like to point out that we have doneumnber

Over the years, local non-governmentof other projects. We have worked on Takhini Hawshich

was a five-unit project in the former transition wen’s living
unit at the correctional institute facility. We teasccomplished
a number of other things.

At the present time, we have not selected an atesren
this new facility could be placed. | said during thudget de-
bate, Mr. Speaker, that we have budgeted some @960 or
in that range — to do some of this planning. Weehalso
partnered with the Yukon Housing Corporation toisisthe
Salvation Army and Health and Social Services iteining
what would be an appropriate place to have théitfaci

There are also a number of steps we will have to go
through with the City of Whitehorse, including zogj if that
becomes an issue. So there are a number of stefus-ye

Speaker: Order please. The minister's time has
elapsed.
Question re: Genetically modified products and
seeds

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, after the NDP Official

Opposition raised the issue of genetically modifafhlfa in
the Yukon, the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resesrtold
this House that he met with members of the farndaghmu-
nity in the first week of April. The minister comttad to this
House that the Agriculture branch would be, anddtg: “

actively involved in facilitating discussions be®ve groups
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representing Yukon farmers as well as the broadenifg
community to discuss this issue again.”

We are now hearing that little has happened sihea.t
The Yukon Party government has promised Yukon fesnae
discussion for many, many years. They still waittfee minis-
ter to honour this commitment.

Will the minister outline the process and timeliries en-
gaging Yukoners in this important discussion?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: To begin with, | would encourage
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun to stop inventing pasnmit-
ments that he alleges government has made. In daggrn-
ment, in responding to Petition No. 10, as | intkdaprevi-
ously when the topic of genetically modified organs had
seen discussion — it was largely a hypotheticahtiebecause
it was generally agreed at that point in time thatgenetically
modified seeds would likely be viable for use narff60. I've
said this to the member before, but apparentlyedn® say it
again and maybe say it a little slower and clefoehim: as a
result, no additional action was taken by the gonemt at that
time.

As | indicated in responding to the petition thisnth, we
believe the appropriate action at this time isgovernment to
facilitate discussions involving groups represemtifukon
farmers and the broader farming community to disctgs
issue again. That's exactly what we will be doitgit the
member doesn’t seem to have any appreciation ®ntbrk
that staff do and in fact that there will be tinaken within Ag-
riculture branch, as there has been within the deyeat, to
gain a better understanding of what options mightdodiscuss
with farmers and groups representing farmers, aaavill cer-
tainly be engaging in those discussions with them.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, Yukon food producers
have said the time to act is now. This is a timesg&/e issue.
The introduction and potential negatives of gerdificmodi-
fied alfalfa into the Yukon is not just a produceassue. We
have raised possible environmental concerns but tleean-
other group that has a vested interest in thistéebaconsum-
ers — consumers who purchase healthy local fooh fonir
local farmers and gardeners. Will the minister cammensur-
ing that the voices and input of consumers are ch@arthis
discussion on the implications of allowing gendticenodified
alfalfa into the Yukon food chain?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated before
in the House, we believe the first step is in efmggagvith farm-
ers. We see an interesting pattern here from th@®.Nhey
claim to be the champions of consultation, but amhen they
like what they view as the outcomes of that comasiolh. Last
week we saw the NDP vote against consultation witiall
businesses and the public on the matter of employrsi&n-
dards. The government brought forward proposed dments

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
der.
Ms. Stick:
false or unavowed motives to another member othigcase,

the group. We did not vote against the bill to whibhe mem-
ber was referring. In fact, we voted in favour.

Speaker: Government House Leader, on the point of
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | stated a fact; the NDP members
are against consultation. There is no point of odeny opin-
ion.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: It's a dispute between members. If members
want to argue who voted where, look it upH@ansard it's
there. It's not for me to decide. We can go backughHan-
sardto solve arguments over minor points of this ratur

Please finish your response, Minister of Energyndgiand
Resources.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and as |
indicated, the NDP only supports consultation soofethe
time. We saw even the NDP attack the off-road \ehtom-
mittee’s work when the former member of the NDRe tate
Steve Cardiff, served on that committee, along with other
members and me. The committee unanimously agredbedn
report and recommended that to the Assembly in dadl.
The members of the NDP stood here earlier in tlisde and
attacked their work and suggested that the comeniid not
accurately represent the views of Yukoners. | ththit's
shameful.

Mr. Tredger: It would promote the debate if the min-
ister focused on clear and transparent communitatia fo-
cused on telling the truth —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Unparliamentary language

Speaker:  You will apologize for that immediately.
Mr. Tredger: Which part of that, Mr. Speaker?
Speaker: You just accused a member of lying. I'm

getting a little tired of this from both sides. Theetoric in this
House right now has gone from a great high to \mlpw-
acceptable levels. You will apologize and then stiniyour
question.

Withdrawal of remark

Mr. Tredger: | withdraw my remark and apologize.

Once genetically modified alfalfa is introducedointe
Yukon all farmers and Yukoners will be affected gndting
the genie back into the bottle will not happen. rEhare many
jurisdictions that have taken proactive action be introduc-
tion of genetically modified alfalfa into their conunities. For
example, the municipal governments of Vancouvanigland
the Sunshine Coast have just announced measuresstoe
that genetically modified organisms do not entéo their food
production chain until they are proven safe. Thian issue that
cries out for strong leadership.

What will this minister do to ensure that geneticahodi-
fied alfalfa is not allowed into the territory untarmers and —

Opposition House Leader, on a point of or-\e hope — consumers have reached common ground?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as | said to the member

Standing Order 19(g), is about imputing ang to this House earlier in this sitting in addieg this matter,
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we appreciate the fact that — in fact, the lasktittme topic of
genetically modified organisms was given significdiscus-
sion within the farming community, it was largeljhgpotheti-
cal question, and it led to the farming communigmiy very
divided on this issue. We understand that thingee tdhanged
with the potential approval — and | have to empbasSpoten-
tial approval” — by the federal government of tledense of
genetically modified alfalfa. We are not aware of@ene who
has any plans to actually grow this in the Yukout e do
recognize it as a possibility. In responding to ttncerns
we’'ve heard from producers, including the suggestimm

Growers of Organic Food Yukon, that while we aradiag in

facilitating an attempt to get farmers on the sgmage —I

point out that Growers of Organic Food Yukon weleahthat
indication. Unlike the NDP, we are going to suppbe effort
to build consensus, but the specific request mame Growers
of Organic Food Yukon is that in the interim wedadteps to
prevent genetically modified alfalfa to be growntle Yukon
this year.

In fact, we're still looking into whether we actlyahave
the regulatory tools to even address that respdexguse, as
members know, it's too late in this session todaidw legisla-
tion. We are giving that suggestion fair consideratand will
respond in due course.

Question re:

Ms. White:
Energy, Mines and Resources has refused to anavestigns
about the energy strategy he signed off on. Thésteinsays he
has to make fiscally responsible decisions, butdfases to
show Yukoners the evidence, on which he basesduisidn to
direct Yukon’s energy future to replace one fofsdl, diesel,
with another, liquefied natural gas.

To be clear, this is not a question about the Yuktsattri-
cal Company Limited’s work in Watson Lake. Thisaigjues-
tion about the minister's statement that LNG shontd be
considered a transition fuel. He considers it daegment fuel.
Will the minister make public the cost and timelfioe the re-
placement of diesel with LNG, including the pric€ iofra-
structure retrofit, projections of supply chain arabt for fuel,
maintenance schedules and a full life-cycle analgs§ithe en-
vironmental impacts of liquefied natural gas?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | do have to point out to the
member is that, in fact, | did answer the questiensvhether
the member did not understand the answer or is sithgdo
reflect something different. | point out that th&formation
we’'re getting in this case comes primarily from 6ukEnergy
Corporation and from the staff of that corporatienthe work
they have done and the analysis they have doné&jding
work following the public planning exercise and ttlearettes
that have occurred?

So unlike, it appears, the members of the NDP, when
Energy Corporation staff and board sign off on infation
presented to us, we assume that they are in fasepting us
their understanding of the facts. We ask questitve.ask for
information, but unlike the NDP, we do have sompestation
of competence on the part of the staff of the cafion and the
boards of both Yukon Energy Corporation and Yukasvé&-

Liquefied natural gas

On repeated occasions, the Minister for

opment Corporation. As it comes down to the issugpecific
projects, in fact, | would point out to the memb#rat no deci-
sion has been made yet to actually put in liquefiatural gas
generation equipment. It is something that is bdouked at
and both the Energy Corporation and government Hesen
quite open about that fact, but that decisionfitlses not actu-
ally been made.

Ms. White: My concerns are about ministerial respon-
sibility. The minister is responsible for providimrection on
energy policy and its implementation to the YukoavBlop-
ment Corporation, which is the parent company ef Ytukon
Energy Corporation. Our questions about energyabit the
minister's responsibility for the direction of Yuk@ energy
policy. Yukon’s energy future deserves a truly mfied de-
bate. Across the political spectrum, more and npaeple are
concerned about Yukon’s long-term energy future dredim-
pact decisions we make today will have on our grhaitdren.

Mr. Speaker, will the minister reconsider his positthat
LNG should replace diesel, that it's not transitibrbut a
replacement? And will he commit to taking a sectouk at
the role a diverse supply of renewable energy cpldg?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: You know, Mr. Speaker, | would
like to begin by encouraging the Member for TakiKioipper
King to actually look into a bit of what is occurg in the
North American context and other jurisdictions taet moving
toward liquefied natural gas for electricity gengna — in-
cluding, | believe, according to the National Enerfgoard
numbers, if memory serves, it's expected, accordmghe
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, to accdient60
percent of capacity additions between 2010 and 2035

So we don’t need to do all the work on inventing trheel
ourselves; we're aware of the North American contere pay
attention to it; it is clear that most scientisgge®e that liquefied
natural gas is a better option when it comes toatée change
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The EPAthece-
leased more data that supports this conclusionkider in fact
that it is cheaper than diesel fuel per kilowathaith roughly
the same capital cost for the generation equipnmemthat is
why it is being looked at as a replacement for @li@s diesel
assets are phased out of the system.

| don’t know what part of that the member doesmter-
stand. We've made it clear our long-term objecis/¢he pur-
suit of renewables, especially large hydro proj#tés meet the
energy needs of Yukoners but, in the interim, diéss been
part of the system for years. As those assets bedme-
expired, something needs to replace them. At tbistit looks
like it will be —

Speaker: Order please. The member's time has
elapsed.
Ms. White: The government’s own Economic Devel-

opment website features presentations from thel /A2
Yukon liquefied natural gas technical workshop, ahhiwas
delivered in Vancouver. One document produced ey Die-
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources includesyiikon
LNG timeline, which shows that by 2015-16 the YulEmergy
Corporation would have two to three truckloads bfiG.a day
supplying Whitehorse.
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There appears to be a new disclaimer on the webaite Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
ing, “The materials do not necessarily constituteeflect the elapsed.
Government of Yukon's policies, plans or prioritretating to
Liquified Natural Gas.” This is new. Will the miés be clear i
and specific about the government’s plans relateNG? Is . Spegker: Pgrhaps I Sho“"?‘ have done this before Ques-
the minister directing the Yukon Energy Corporatiomeplace tion _Per_|od, but prior to proceedlng_to Orders fu# Day, the
diesel with LNG so that, by the year 2015-16, Whitese wil Chair will make a statement regarding proper oafed deco-

need two to three truckloads of liquefied natuis delivered a rum to be followed d“”,”g points Of, prder. )
day? Yesterday, the Official Opposition House Leadesedi a

point of order during second reading of Bill No..53ome
members, who had not been recognized by the Gtaitinued
to speak while the Official Opposition House Leaded the
Government House Leader spoke to the point of order

This is not in order. Standing Order 6(6) says, &ha
member is speaking, no member shall interrupt, gxiceraise
a point of order or a question of privilege.” Suyothe mem-
ber who has been recognized by the Chair to addnespoint
of order should be speaking.

If other members wish to contribute to the resoluf the

Speaker’s statement

Hon. Mr. Cathers: No. That is the simple answer.
What | would point out is that members don't seenappreci-
ate the fact we have staff at the Yukon Energy Gafon; we
have boards of both Yukon Energy Corporation aag#rent
corporation, Yukon Development Corporation.

Unlike the NDP’s apparent position, we have someeex
tation of competence on the part of those staff. appreciate
the good work that they do —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order point of order they must wait to be recognizedtry €hair.
Speaker:  The Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a Also, some members continued to speak while tharCha

point of order. was conferring with the Clerk about the point ofler and
Ms. White: I’'m going to go with 19(g): Imputes false while the Chair was delivering his ruling. Thisptds not in

or unavowed motives, in the terms of my questionthg order. Standing Order 6(4) says, “When the Spesgeaks at

competence of the board. any time, any member speaking shall sit down aedSjpeaker
Speaker:  The Government House Leader, on the pointshall be heard without interruption.”

of order. On a related point, when the Chair asks a member to
Hon. Mr. Cathers: | stated very clearly that | was in- apologize for a statement made or to retract wtrdsa mem-

dicating my impression of the member’s position. ber has said, the member shall do so without qoafién.

Once the Speaker has ruled on the point of ortermember
does not have the opportunity to further explai di her re-
marks or to comment on the ruling. The member isitaply

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:  I'm going to have a look at the Blues and, if

it's required, | will give a ruling tomorrow. Pleadinish the offer the apology or retraction and move on.
answer. The Chair thanks all members for their attention.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: So to begin again, | would note Notice of government private members’ business
we sincerely appreciate the work done by the boafdsoth Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order

Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Ene@gy-  14.2(7), | would like to identify the items stangdim the name
poration and the staff of the corporations. We apiate the of government private members to be called for teehmn
work they've done looking into various energy syppptions, Wednesday, May 1, 2013. They are Motion No. 43ndihg
the significant time and money they have spentjuiing in the name of the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, anadthdn No.
planning and public, and hearing from Yukoners alvamious 409, standing in the name of the Member for Watsate.
energy options, and discussing those options.

| would encourage the member to research, as tateli Speaker: We will now proceed with Orders of the
earlier within the North American context to betterderstand Day.
the energy supply choices that are being madeaksodo read
the letter of expectation between the Chair of Yuk®velop- ORDERS OF THE DAY
ment Corporation and me, which | tabled in this st indi- Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
cates very clearly the requirement that Yukon Epetuall not  Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House eesote
commit to a purchase agreement having a total comenit of ~ Committee of the Whole.
$1 million or more related to the development oinenergy Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
supply including, but not limited to, an agreemenpurchase Leader that the Speaker do now leave the ChaitfamdHouse
liquefied natural gas without the prior written apyal of the  resolve into Committee of the Whole.
Yukon Development Corporation’s board of directarsl the Motion agreed to
minister. Neither the board of directors nor | hassued such
approval. We have been open about the fact thaidbas work COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
to date, it looks like liquefied natural gas wilve a role in
Yukon’s energy supply system.

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.
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The matter before the Committee is Bill No. &il-Fired
Appliance Safety Statutory Amendment Act

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 57: Oil-Fired Appliance Safety Statutory
Amendment Act — continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
57, Oil-Fired Appliance Safety Statutory Amendment Act

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Madam Chair, and it is
my honour to be able to speak to Bill No. ®xl-Fired Appli-
ance Safety Statutory Amendment Betfore we start, | would
like to just say a few words to express my gratttml the offi-
cials who have joined us here this afternoon fdayts debate,
to thank them and others within the Department ah@unity
Services for all of their work in helping craft $hibill and pro-
viding their expertise in reflecting upon the veenets of the
bill and that is, of course, to enhance the sajétyome heating
systems in the territory as they relate to oildiegppliances.

Bill No. 57, as | stated yesterday, is very impottand it's
a significant legislative initiative. It will impnege the safety of
Yukoners who use oil-fired appliances for home ingatnd
those in residences with fuel-burning devices areha garage
attached to their home. The bill will help thosek®@oers be
safer in their homes.

The proposed amendments to Beilding Standards Act
will result in a requirement that not only a perseamo is fully
qualified in the trade of oil-burner mechanic maply for a
permit and install or modify oil-fired applianceEhe permit
required to install or modify oil-fired appliancesll cover not
only the installation or the modification of thd-6ired appli-
ance itself, but also the oil tank, the fuel limedahe venting
for the appliance, including the chimney itself.

Copies of such permits will be filed in the propefile
maintained by Building Safety, and copies of insjpecreports
will be left on-site and filed in the property files well. All
property owners have complete access to their pnofides
once they provide proof of ownership. That was astjon
raised earlier this week.

The key proposed amendments to Ehectrical Protection
Act match a proposed amendment to Biglding Standards
Act The proposed changes to both acts will enableugi
regulation, the addition of a condition to an dlieal or a
building permit when it comes to renovations.

The new condition on interior electrical buildingrmits
will require installation of a smoke detector. Qfucse, if the
building has fuel-burning devices or an attacheagg, a car-
bon monoxide detector will also be required. Enfoydhe new
requirement to install these life safety devicell wdeed help
to better protect Yukoners.

The proposed amendments to Hiee Prevention Actwill
also enable regulations that require carbon momoditectors
to be installed in all places people reside, eitbarporarily or
permanently; private- or government-operated, whferel-
burning devices inside a building or a garage facaed to a
building.

As we know, fuel-burning devices and fuel-powerethiv
cles are sources of carbon monoxide. A carbon nmideode-
tector in this regard provides an early warninghaf presence
of that gas in that building. The early warningraleof a car-
bon monoxide detector protects people from this gdsch
can make them ill, or, in extreme cases, causehd@édth the
passage of this bill, followed by appropriate regioins, Yukon
will indeed become the first jurisdiction in theurtry to make
these detectors mandatory in all residences witfeBburning
device or an attached garage.

Smoke alarms will also be required to be installedll
buildings through the changes to thige Prevention Actand
the regulations. As | mentioned yesterday, thermfés and the
penalties in thé&ire Prevention Actre also being modernized,
with a new maximum fine for a violation of the dmting
$10,000, instead of the existing maximum of $200ndeed, a
significant difference.

The new maximum proposed fine is consistent with th
fire bylaw of the City of Whitehorse, which has hea place
since 2000.

Other provisions of the bill clarify the timing adoption
of the National Building Code of Canada, the Caaadtlectri-
cal Code and National Fire Code of Canada. Spadificthe
legislation creates a transition period of at lesistmonths for
the adoption of the National Building Code of Camaahd the
Canadian Electrical Code to enable industry to g@mepfor
those new building requirements, helping industryptan in
advance for new materials that may be requirednagithods of
construction. The timing changes for the implemioaof
changes to the National Fire Code of Canada wilimaele in
regulation.

As | mentioned yesterday, the suite of changes utiie
bill will indeed raise the level of building anddisafety in the
territory by strengthening the permitting requirertsefor in-
stallation, modifications of oil-fired appliancespecifying ap-
propriate qualifications for oil burner mechaniosquiring the
installation of early warning devices in resideneesl provid-
ing clarity around adoption of the National BuilditCode of
Canada, the Canadian Electrical Code and the Ndtibime
Code of Canada.

I know there were a number of questions and coscern
raised yesterday by members of the Official Opparsias they
relate to adhering to a key provision of enabliegtiied me-
chanics to complete servicing on home heating appés, as it
refers to oil-fired appliances in the territory. Asnentioned
yesterday, during our community consultations, wigits to
each of the communities, we had the opportunitgnézt with
community governments and also had open housesacin ef
the communities last fall. We heard the concern there are
not enough certified mechanics; in fact, in thevkoshare of
communities with perhaps the exception of Dawsom an
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Whitehorse, there are no certified mechanics. Asehtioned
before, that is the ultimate goal. The reality hattwe’re not
there yet, but that is why the government has heerking,
and continues to work, to increase the number difieel me-
chanics to build that much-needed capacity in ¢hetory.

A lot of work is being done within the Departmemtmu-
cation to encourage those who have been in thesindfor
many, many years — 20, 30 plus years — in the conities
to either take the steps to challenge the exanb&tome fully
certified, or to provide that education to provttat gap and be
able to bring those individuals to become fullytified me-
chanics. Also, with these changes in this legisigtthere will
be even an added incentive to get involved in theéet because
of the need, the heightened demand for certifiedhaeics for
the purposes of installation and modification obsté appli-
ances throughout the territory. We are certainlgartaking a
lot of work in this regard. Likewise, we are comnfiimg with
public education and public awareness campaigksow that
the minister responsible for the Yukon Housing @ogtion
and |, accompanied by the City of Whitehorse Fiep&rtment
and the Fire Marshal’s Office, first kicked off algic educa-
tion campaign during Fire Safety Week last Octodestribut-
ing carbon monoxide detectors and delivering tluiated mes-
sage of the importance of having a home safety atato how
to exit in times of fire, but also doing what wengavhich is
receiving that annual routine service on our fuenand doing
what we as individual homeowners can to underta&pssto
ensure our homes are safe.

It is a shared responsibility among governmentustiy
and individual homeowners when it comes to thetgafeour
homes. With these changes, we're moving toward receth
safety for those homeowners when it comes to iiasiah and
maintenance of those specific appliances in thédey and by
making mandatory those early-warning devices, sischarbon
monoxide detectors and smoke alarms and making Hhwexih
able within each of our homes.

The specifics, as | mentioned earlier, will be Eakbut in
regulations that will soon come thereatfter.

As | mentioned at the onset in my earlier remankes Jook
forward to drafting those regulations, sharing theesgulations
with industry and others in the months to come wndking so
that these changes can take effect in time forcti@er tem-
peratures of the home heating season.

I would just like to again thank the individualgdabghout
the many departments. | would also like to thark @ity of
Whitehorse for working very closely with the Depaent of
Community Services to ensure that the City of Whiotse is
also supportive of these changes going forward at-ttiey are
comfortable with these changes being made. Theyaakey
stakeholder in all of this, as | mentioned yestgrdiar the sim-
ple fact that they actually deliver. They're one the only
communities in the territory to have drawn downt flog@isdic-
tion of permitting and also inspecting those iratains and, of
course, the modification of oil-fired appliancestlre territory.
So again, | would like to thank the City of Whiteke.

| would also like to thank all the individuals whave con-
tributed their time over the past several monthsltiere we are
today.

Again, | know that the members opposite have trigde
their intent of bringing forth an amendment or admaents to
the following bill. We look forward to debating thpeovisions
of the bill, but certainly commend this bill to alembers of
the Assembly and certainly look forward to theipgart of this
bill going forward. Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: The government spent a lot of time in
yesterday’s second reading debate and, in facQuestion
Period today as well, lambasting the Official Ogpos and
fearmongering, saying that we did not support te-b

Unparliamentary language
Chair: The use of the term “fearmongering” is not in
order.

Withdrawal of remark

Ms. Moorcroft: Madam Chair, | withdraw the re-

mark.

Chair: Pardon me?

Ms. Moorcroft: Madam Chair, | said | withdraw the
word.

Chair: Thank you, you may continue.

Ms. Moorcroft: Thank you. The government said, in
error, that we did not support the bill. The goveemt sug-
gested that our position on the bill was out opstéth rural
Yukon and could lead to death. The governmentasphkrong
on that.

The NDP Official Opposition has been clear thatdee't
think the bill is comprehensive, and there are mggps the
government hasn't filled. We've also been cleat,tlugspite
this general critique, there are some good measusgoke to
that yesterday in second reading, and | will sgegkat again.

However, before | do, | must draw attention to aorethe
minister made yesterday in speaking to this billl aepeated
today in Question Period. The minister said, “| Vaojuist refer
to one of the key coroner recommendations, which teaen-
sure that all applicable regulations have provisitm provide
persons or companies presently working in the tftbindus-
try sufficient time to become qualified.”

Now, that is not a coroner's recommendation. Thame
nine recommendations from the coroner. They wefiereaced
in speaking yesterday, so I'm not going to reacdfthem into
the record again today, although | will be refegrio some of
them, as they are quite relevant to our debate.

In fact, the recommendation “... to ensure that ajajlie
regulations have provisions to provide persons anpanies
presently working in the affected industry with feziént time
to become qualified ...” is from page 9 of t@d-Fired Appli-
ances Working Group Action Plan and Recommendatios
it'’s not a coroner's recommendation; it is a recanudation of
the Oil-Fired Appliance Working Group. Having saitht, we
agree that there is a need for some time to altowa€quiring
the training that is needed in order to meet tlamdsrds for
licence and certification.
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| would also like to draw attention to the factttttae rec-
ommendation from the Oil-Fired Appliances WorkingoGp
that precedes the one about allowing for sufficteme to be-
come qualified starts out with recommendation begin work
on an act specific to oil-fired appliances. We dd have the
government working on an act specific to oil-firaplpliances.
We have the government bringing forward amendmtmntbe
Building Standards Actthe Electrical Protection Agtand the
Fire Prevention Act

Now, | want to review our position in supportingns®
good measures in this bill. Those are that builditendards
will adopt changes in the National Building Codeairtimely
measure. The requirements for CO detectors: alth@agbon
monoxide detectors, it must be said, are not &fitsand the
testing of units in previous experiments have shtvat many
do not live up to CSA standards, we agree withcrtification
and licensing for oil burner mechanics who insgilHired
appliances. | point out, though, that that leveteitification is
not known and subject to regulations. We agree thiehmod-
ernization of penalties for violations in tR@e Prevention Act

We will support the bill. It is not perfect, butig some
progress, and we hope to make more progress beeaulsave
been clear and we have proposed a reasonable chi#age
modest step that will increase safety; namely, iregy those
who service oil-fired appliances to be licensed apdified.
This is not only the idea of the NDP. The governtiseawn
working group recommended that and the coronerg @liso
recommended this when it directed the chief cordoérndopt
the recommendations of the Oil-Fired Appliances kiray
Group, referred to in exhibit 33.”

The government suggested that our proposal todecthe
servicing and maintenance of oil-fired appliances these
amendments was out of step with rural Yukon anddcéad
to death. Today, though, the government seems\te had a
change of heart, to have actually listened to oorda and,
right in Question Period, the minister committedinioluding
those who service appliances to be under the licgresd cer-
tification regime — at least | believe what | hedéind minister
say is that she would work toward that.

| want to hear more from the minister. Is it thevgimn-
ment’s intention to include those who service andimain
appliances to be licensed and certified? How wilattbe
achieved? Will the government allow for an amendmnten
include servicing or is it the government’s intentito include
servicing in the regulations that are yet to bdteca outlining
the prescribed activities in section 4(j) of th&7i

Perhaps the minister could respond to that befareve
on.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I thank the member opposite for
her observations and her questions, which | wileavour to
answer.

Just going back to my comments yesterday and again
day: when it comes to servicing, it is very accertitat it was
one of the recommendations of the working groug thas
assembled to really come up with an action planYfokon. |
believe it was back in the summer, in August ortSeber,
that we had received the report from the workingugr rec-

ommending a public awareness campaign, trainingnfhustry,
legislation and so forth. At that time, when weeaiged the
report, we endeavoured to go into the communitdsetsure to
share that copy of the report with the communitielsich we
did.

We travelled all across the territory. The ministespon-
sible for the Housing Corporation and |, accompaig your-
self, Madam Chair, MLA for Watson Lake, and the MIdy
Pelly-Nisutlin and the MLA for Kluane were able touch
upon each and every community. When we presentadréa
port, we heard significant feedback about that repthe in-
tention was to share the report in its entirety eewkive feed-
back about what they thought, specifically whertdmes to
education, training and public awareness, and vitheames to
specifically legislating — making it mandatory foertified
mechanics to provide installations, modificationsl &ervicing
as well. Of course, that is what we did and | thémdse indi-
viduals. | should also add that during every thattl was on |
had a community advisor from the Department of Camity
Services with me as well. | thank those respectadnsunity
advisors as well for their work and support at eant every
meeting. It was a very interesting consultationerehwas very
interesting feedback that we had received at ewergting.

| won't go over again some of the comments that we

heard, but the overwhelming feedback was that there sig-
nificant concerns about not having readily avagabertified
mechanics living within those communities and thegkrs of
legislating that today or even tomorrow — makingtthe-
quirement of having service provided by certifieéamanics
mandatory. We heard specifically from industry avel heard
from residents. We heard from different candidatdésall

stripes on either side of the Legislative Assemhlycertainly
altered the way | had thought. As | had mentionestgrday, in
going out — before | even embarked upon a touthefdom-
munities, | had thought it would be no problem. ¥éaild just
go ahead and make these changes tomorrow. That's/hed
we received from the communities though. | apptecihe
feedback provided.

| also recognize the importance of having professi®do-
ing the work on our home heating appliances; Itpat. But
when you don't have that capacity on a day-by-dasidy 365
days a year in those communities, what would thetnge
mean to a community? As one individual in Mayo pedout,
those individuals who have been servicing thosediapes,
whether it was an emergency repair or servicingehaeen
doing it for the past 25, 35 years, and there aaaynindividu-
als in just about every community, whether theyksaor First
Nation governments or are part of the communitiaage, who
have been doing that for many years.

I'm not questioning their expertise, because theyetbeen
in the business for many years, but what would thaan for
them? Their fear — and they said point blank thgbu were
to go and legislate tomorrow, we would not be dblservice
those appliances on an ongoing basis, we wouldaable to
tend to that furnace when it goes out in the middithe night
and in the middle of the winter because of theiliigbassoci-
ated with making that provision today. We recogrtizat and



April 30, 2013

HANSARD

2679

we also recognize, at the same time, that therealgasa lot of
feedback about how we do need to do a better jalaking

training available, providing education and fillitlgat gap that
is identified, very much so, as a much needed d¢gpacour

communities.

This bill is all about taking important measuregai, |
would just like to point out that when we look agsdhe coun-
try, what are other jurisdictions in the countryrdpto regulate
oil-burner mechanics? It's treated in a number alsvacross
the country, but the majority of provinces anditeries do not
regulate this profession.

In fact, there are only three provinces that regulhis
trade in some manner because it does vary evengthose
three jurisdictions. | refer to Nova Scotia, Onteeind Quebec.

Like the Yukon, most jurisdictions, however, recazgnthe
oil burner mechanic trade through their advancedcation
departments and participate in the interprovinadl seal certi-
fication program.

I'd like to say that we in the north are the fiirsthe coun-
try and, to be sure, we have garnered the attenfiterritories,
such as the Northwest Territories, who are now i as to
what it is we are doing in the Yukon to advancessain this
particular regard.

Getting back to whether or not this bill provides the
ability to add servicing at a later date — yes, tiledoes pro-
vide a provision by way of regulation within thdl biself to
provide servicing when it is deemed appropriat¢hdt’'s going
to happen today or tomorrow — it's not, becausetwi@have
seen and know to be the case in our communitiastisn fact
what we heard.

So | just wanted to provide clarity, and I'll saga@n that
the ultimate goal is to have those certified indidals in every
community. It would be great, but we're not theedt. yThat’s
the sheer reality of it, and is certainly somethivegheard in all
of our community visits.

Again, based on what we heard, based on those caitymu
visits, based on the specific feedback, the ovelwimg major-
ity of individuals who shared their time and, rassured, those
meetings, whether it was in Faro, in Mayo — longetireys,
two and a half hours plus, and some very good ctfies on
what we have today. | should also say that ther® avacogni-
tion that more needs to be done. There is no questere, and
that's why we are here today. We recognize thatnmeeds to
be done, and that's why we are very much proceediitly
improvements to the way we regulate industry, amdli make
a big difference. It will make a significant diffarce. Adding
on those early warning devices — making those manglas
another step in enhancing the safety of our homes.

Within the bill, as | mentioned yesterday, we h&we pro-
vision of a public register of those qualified wahred seal in
the trade to be added to a list that will be magslable to the
public. If individuals do want to subscribe to sees of certi-
fied individuals who happen to be in their commyniif
they're not able to bring those individuals to thedmmunity,
for the time being until we can fully enhance cafyam our
communities, that will also be made available fodividual
homeowners to draw from.

As | mentioned yesterday, there were a lot of gickeds in
terms of how we can help build capacity in therinte in the
short term as well as in the longer term. We rencammitted
to working with each of our municipal governmentsl &irst
Nation governments in enhancing the training amdctrtifica-
tion. The number one goal: How can we increasatimeber of
certified mechanics in our community to do that kveo that
one day, yes, we will be able to make certificatidrservicing
also a requirement, but we’re not there yet.

So again, I'm not entirely sure how much more clear
perhaps it's an issue that we will always disagsael com-
mend the officials for putting this bill together ir-a relatively
short period of time, | might add. We will be thaufth juris-
diction in the country to regulate this particuiladustry to the
degree to which we are proceeding. Again, | woukt Jike to
thank my colleagues for also sharing their sentisyenm what
they heard during the discussion that took pladdéncommu-
nities.

| think it is a meaningful bill. | think there asggnificant
improvements that will make a big difference in thes of
Yukoners. We will continue to enhance this parécwdrea as
we move forward, as we continue to build capacityour
communities and continue to build upon those renmeénts
and what we have to be doing.

So | look forward to discussing the merits of thik dnd
going through the provisions line by line, when eegne to that
time, and | thank the members — | believe | hedat they
will be supporting the bill, so | do want to thathie Official
Opposition. | haven't heard from all members on dipposite
side, but | would like to thank them for their sopp

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister just referred to Ontario,
Quebec and Nova Scotia as having oil burner |etislaWe
did a review and our research shows that Manitdba lzas a
Gas and Oil Burner Acand that other jurisdictions in Canada,
namely New Brunswick and Saskatchewan, also hayelae
tions or legislation relating to the certificatiai oil burner
mechanics and technicians, so there may be mdreiway of
legislation and regulations out there than the sbémihas indi-
cated in her remarks.

Be that as it may, | am glad that the minister agreith
me that more needs to be done. As I've said, wénasepport
of these measures and we are simply advocatingdditional
measures to ensure that people are safe.

We in the Yukon have to heat our homes for manyth®n
of the year, and so keeping warm is quite importanis. The
minister has been speaking about training and thasores the
government is taking to offer more training for bilrner me-
chanics to become certified. We support that.rkhhe timing
is an issue too. The minister said that she hopesday to be
able to move toward requiring tradespeople whoiserliome
heating appliances and oil-fired appliances to bsified in
order to do service work. I'm wondering if the ngtdr knows
when that one day might be. Do they have an idgaetime
frame that they think would be appropriate? Doesdgbvern-
ment believe that if they were to continue witheaiffig training
on a fairly regular schedule over the next coudleyamrs it
might be able to move forward within two years?
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Hon. Ms. Taylor: It's a great question and it all
hinges on the number of individuals who are atg@db the
industry, of course, and how many actually subsctib the
training. | don't have the actual statistics inrfr@f me; those
are really for the Minister of Education to outlinks | men-
tioned yesterday, | know an example of an individubo is
working in the electronics sector of our economyg amo has
chosen to now apprentice under a certified mechanjet into
this business. Knowing about some of these chatigssare
taking effect and obviously knowing that with mdreightened
public education, there will be more of a demarahfrindi-
viduals, territory-wide, to subscribe to the useceftified me-
chanics.

One thing | do know is that it is certainly traigifior me-
chanics; it has and it continues to be offered ughoYukon
College. | have some information in front of megnks to our
officials.

We have 16 registered apprentices: 14 in theit fiear
and two in their third year. Where in fact they oke to oper-
ate or to actually set up their practice is anotimatter, of
course. Again, that is something that we heardipgo the
individual rural communities or smaller communitieshich
was the need to be able to deliver training foivildadials who
have been servicing over the years and also regchinto new
individuals who would like to also get into thedega whether
they are in the communities or whether they arsnfoutside of
the territory and so forth.

We do know that right now, with the exception ofWBan
and Whitehorse, there are just not enough certifieghanics.
I know that even with these changes of moving iguireng
certification of mechanics to install and modifigete is a con-
cern whether or not there is capacity as well, mg\orward.
We believe that there is because it’s not as inaehperhaps
as servicing could and should be, but with publiaieness,
with education, we are helping fuel the demandridividuals
wanting to get into the trade — perfect businegsooinities
to subscribe to those available in the communities.

I remember sitting down with an individual who isn@m-
ber of the Selkirk First Nation. He works for thell8rk First
Nation in the public works department and is tryitogfind
creative ways as to how we could actually expandetoppor-
tunities — make it a viable business for individutd be a cer-
tified mechanic in those communities.

In Carmacks, we also talked with the mayor and cibun
about different ideas as to how we can build capathere are
ways, to be sure. We're very much committed to mg\wior-
ward on some of these training initiatives. | dowrthat it is a
red seal trade. It does take time to go throughntheessary
education — | understand anywhere from four to fyears.
That could be expedited, as | seem to recall, déipgron how
many hours someone has worked in the industry amdylable
to bank those hours and putting that up againgt dpprentice-
ship.

There are ways, but it does spell out how importaet
training and the education is in making this altyveuccessful
and in making it attractive for every householdwadl. Like-
wise, the other issue that was raised in the conitiesr— not

only the capacity, but also the cost associateid fflact one
wasn’t looking at just an emergency repair, but \eaking for

an annual servicing. Being able to facilitate conips to come
to their respective communities — the cost assediatith

travel and the compensation for accessing thatviithgial's

expertise can be very costly. Again, | think thare opportuni-
ties, and I'm not saying that cost is the only dadh this, but it
comes down to building the capacity in our commiasit

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister has spoken at some
length about what she heard and what other mendfetseir
caucus heard when they travelled to communitiek witon-
sultation on recommendation 3 of the Oil-Fired Agpte
Working Group, which was the recommendation dealisttp
legislation, and that recommendation was to craeatact spe-
cific to oil-fired appliances. The working groupceenmended
that permits be required to install or modify arefl appliances
and indeed to service them. The focus questionstt@maon-
sultation, according to what | read on the websitete these
three questions: (1) In your opinion, how can ftleigislation
best address oil-fired appliance safety? (2) Amre phoposed
rules sufficient? Too much? Not enough? (3) Whesukhthe
act be put in place?

I would like to ask the minister whether the goveemt is
prepared to release all of the comments and refronts their
consultation on oil-fired appliances. She indicatedy had
officials there with them. Did someone take minwad record
the proceedings? Will the government release tinenvents or
reports that they had developed during their cdasah on oil-
fired appliances?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | can't speak for the minister re-
sponsible for Yukon Housing Corporation. | don'tibee there
were officials from my department, at least, whravélled with
him. In addition to MLAs, there were officials withis. Cer-
tainly we can endeavour to assemble those comnaetghe
specific feedback that we heard at each of theinget

| can say that when | sat down with each of theorggnd
councils, First Nation government representativad apen
houses, we went through the actual working grogpmenen-
dations — the report itself — handed out copiesictvhwere
also made available on-line on the link. They walso made
available and distributed at government officestighout the
communities, so it was readily accessible. We wamugh
each of the provisions of the working group reportl had a
very good, thorough discussion — again throughdubfathe
discussion items on what the members opposite hese rais-
ing. That was the way to generate the debate andititussion
and to get right into the meat of the report.

I would be happy to do that. | would be happy tk e
minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corpiorato do
the same.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to thank the minister for
that commitment. | appreciate that. | want to dek minister a
question related to page 4 of the bill in secti¢a)5‘A regula-
tion under subsection (4) may (a) apply to par@albrof the
Yukon or to some or all kinds or classes of buigdiror of
components, fixtures or systems of buildings;”
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Can the minister explain the government’s intentidgth
that section, which refers to a regulation, in parin whole,
applying to various components, fixtures or systerhbuild-
ings?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
to section 5(a).

| just wanted to point out that the actual speaifiarding
when it states “apply to part or all of the Yukonto some or
all kinds of classes of buildings” — that actualrdiog already
exists in the act — it's actually a regulation-nrakipower; |
believe it's perhaps not in the act, but in theutation itself.
The new provision in this section is the referetmadding the
components, fixtures or systems of buildings. Sat tls the
substantive change in this particular section.

It has been added to clearly show the full extenwkich
the act and the code applies to make sure theie usicertainty
as to what this bill refers to. Again, it's additigat added clar-
ity, as | understand.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, I'd like to refer to the defini-
tion of oil-fired appliance, then, as it's set antthe act. The
definition of an oil-fired appliance includes: (apy device
other than a device that a regulation deems ndiet@n oil-
fired appliance that: (i) is or is designed to leenpanently in-
stalled in a building; and (ii) burns or is desidrie burn a fuel
that is liquid at normal atmospheric pressure amgnal room
temperature; and (b) any device that a regulatieent to be
an oil-fired appliance.

| believe the member was referring

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | just referenced, without the
bill going through today, under the current prastiovhen a
permit is pulled for installation modification thatdividual
does not have to be certified. It's not changinghgodefinition
of the system, but going forward, including thetaihk, the oil
line, the appliance itself and any associated laitth such as
the chimney would be included. That would of couts=
spelled out by way of the regulation under secti@(ii).

Ms. Moorcroft: | want to be sure that | understand
what the minister said. She indicated that havirgftiel tank
and the lines and the chimneys serviced or replacedbrked
on would be covered in a regulation. It would belkga out in
regulation 4(d). My suggestion to the ministerhattthey con-
sider including in the definition of an oil-firedpopliance lan-
guage that refers to the oil tank, the supply liaed the chim-
neys as being part of the oil-fired appliance.

If the permits are going to require that someonelibe
censed or that a company have someone who is dédeims
order to pull the permit and to do the work, | thinwould be
more clear if the definition itself also includdtetreferences to
all of the components of the oil-fired appliancartularly
when that’s going to be addressed in regulation.

| also want to ask about inspections, because we khat
there were several points at which a successfeniattion
could have prevented the deaths that occurred@8 O&nten-
nial Street. There has been a lot of media atterdind inter-
views about this. | am looking at an interview theats done on

Now we spoke yesterday about other jurisdictions anthe radio with an inspector from the City of Whitebe who

some have suggested a model standard is the oderuSin-
tario and it's not that we need to get there, khink it's useful
that we look at their rules. The Ontario fuel regign defines
appliance as a device that consumes or is intettdednsume
a fuel oil and includes all valves, fittings, cang and compo-
nents attached or to be attached to it. That's eersomplete
definition. The chimney is part of the appliancal @o is the
storage tank.

Here in Whitehorse the coroner’s inquest into thatls of
the Rusk family and Mr. McNamee revealed that theeze
problems with inspections and maintenance of th@mcdy. 1'd
like to ask why the Yukon’s definition does notlute some-
thing that refers to all parts attached to the iappk and spe-
cifically references the tank and the chimneys.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned in my opening
comments earlier today, it talks about the propoaeund-
ments to theBuilding Standards Actmaking it a requirement
that a permit be pulled by a certified mechanic nvitecomes
to installation and modification of these appliasc®f course
it covers not only the installation and the modifion of the
actual appliance itself, but to the member’'s poatgo the oil
tank, the fuel line, and the venting for the appdie, which also
includes the chimney, so the whole package, as. Wbk ac-
tual specifics of course will be made by way of ulegjon-
making power under section 4(d)(ii) and again, thik legis-
late the current practice as we know it today.

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister clarify what she
meant by regulating the current practice as we kindoday?

indicated that all city inspectors have taken cesir&ith Rod
Corea, who was a certified expert in the recenbmer's in-
quest, and he gives an oil equipment inspectiorrseoand a
fuel oil inspection course that all inspectors healen.

I'd like to ask the minister: How regularly do thespec-
tors working for Community Services take refresheurses
and take the courses on oil equipment inspectiodsfael oil
inspections?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Just back to the member opposite’s
earlier comments about the complete system, asvakeefer-
ring to, when one pulls a permit for the oil-fireghpliance
when it comes to installation or modification bynteowner or
an individual, just to reinforce what | said earlithat currently
includes — it is the case — the tank, the line,appliance, the
ventilation — all the components are included. Tikahe cur-
rent practice. What we’re saying here is reinfagcthat prac-
tice.

That being said, as | referenced, regulation-makioger
will be provided in the proposed bill before us reinforce
what we have just stated here as being the cuprewtice. So,
again, | thank the member opposite for her commemd we
will take those under advisement in developing ¢hosgula-
tions.

Of course, | also just wanted to add that it daeside, by
way of regulation-making power, the added flextiilio make
changes to reflect changes within the industryhey evolve.
So there is that other component. When it coméssigections,
of course, when a permit is obtained to instalinadify a sys-
tem, that inspection again covers the entire systet) as the
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member opposite alluded to, inspections are a dharesdic-
tion currently and that continues to be the casel Wentioned
earlier, the City of Whitehorse shares part of tlegponsibility
for those residences within the City of Whitehorsed they're
the only municipality, as | understand, that haawar down
that jurisdiction.

So, again, when it comes down to the City of Whitsk,
they do provide those inspections for the citydests. For the
rest of the Yukon, it is under the Department ofm@aunity
Services, as | have mentioned. We do have a nuafbespec-
tors within Building Safety who work hard and wadik keep
current. Inspectors keep current with changesandsirds and
they participate in training on a periodic basidsIsomething,
as | mentioned, | believe, yesterday or perhapléeeathat we
have also identified, particularly with these chemgoing for-
ward over the course of the next few months, tdesewvour
current complement of inspections and also spetifiming
specific to oil-fired appliances. That's someththgt we know
the City of Whitehorse has also shared — a veryiasly
sincere interest in working with the Yukon goverminehen it
comes to their inspections. We are committed togithat and,
again, just thank our respective inspectors fooflheir hard
work that they do on Yukoners behalf.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister in the first part of her
remarks referred to the fact that a permit woulddzpiired for
the installation or modification of an oil-fired pglpance and
that would include the tank, the line, the appl@aaad the ven-
tilation. | would like the minister to clarify — tbe absolutely
certain that when she says “ventilation,” does thatude all
chimneys?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:

Ms. Moorcroft:
responded to me about was on the question of itmeand
training for inspectors. | understand that the ©tyVhitehorse
is responsible for permitting and inspections wittkie city and
Community Services is responsible in rural areé& question
that | have is if someone is a tenant or a homeow#én the
City of Whitehorse, they can call the fire depanitnand say,
“I have a concern. | would like you to take a laatkthis,” and
if they are able to, they could come and inspeenei¥ there
had not been a recent permit pulled.

My question relates to circumstances for peopiadjout-
side of the limits of the City of Whitehorse. Ateete sufficient
inspectors and officials employed at the Departn@nCom-
munity Services or is there any kind of a regimelace where
a tenant or a homeowner could phone and say, “Vkeadly
like to have this oil-fired appliance system indpedcbecause
we have safety concerns”? What capacity does thergment
have to do that beyond inspecting of a permit theg been
issued? What can the officials and inspectorseénDbpartment
of Community Services do to help ensure that hcamesafe?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I thank the member opposite for
her question. As the member opposite knows full,wéth the
recent introduction and passage of fResidential Landlord

Yes, it does.

and Tenant Actast December, | believe, we are working on

some draft regulations to go out to the public, clihwill cer-
tainly oversee this particular area. As the memlmgsosite

The other area that the minister just

will recall, there are provisions that pertain tmdition inspec-
tion reports. Working on the regulations on a gavird basis,
this particular area will certainly be consideredaogo-forward
basis.

As well, | should also add, in addition to our iestors,
for the rest of the Yukon — so the Whitehorse Blepartment
— great work in the City of Whitehorse — and ougsiaf the
city parameters we have our Fire Marshal’s OffiCieey have,
to some degree, the ability to enter a home witllogitowner’s
permission. Again, that's under very specific ctiodis. They
have the ability to call in Building Safety to astsbn a neces-
sary basis as well. Again, the Fire Marshal's Gffitas the
ability to do that, but that is with the permissioithe respec-
tive homeowner.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the minister for that.

I would like to go back and ask the minister ag#lifiat is
the government’s time frame for ensuring that lmgdain date
all the work that will be done to oil-fired appliees will be
done by those who are certified and licensed? Hdlthvat be
achieved? Has the minister considered a sunseseldor in-
stance, or does the government have somethingnd toien-
sure that by a certain date all the work that isedis done by
certified oil-burner mechanics?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | believe the member opposite was
referring to servicing. No, we don’'t have a specifiate in
mind. As | mentioned yesterday, during our communRisits
in consultations with many different stakeholdersvery dif-
ferent community, something that we heard was ag@roceed
with legislation in this particular area for thengile sheer fact
that we don’t have certified mechanics in our comities,
with the exception of — there are a couple.

But in the lion’s share of communities we do noté¢hat
provision right now. We do not have that capacityattually
proceed with servicing, so we’re not going to pextevith
making a change in regulation that proceeds wittvicsag
tomorrow, but there is provision within the regidat that is
enabled by this particular bill to add servicingaatater date
when in fact it's deemed to be — but we’re not éhpet.

Chair: Is there any further — Ms. White.

Ms. White: Thank you, Madam Chair. | was waiting
for the signal.

Part of some of the recommendations for the OikdFir
Appliance Working Group is the education campagm| went
on-line and | found a sheet on the government welasid it's
calledWhat to Look for When Inspecting a Masonry Chimney
It gives steps provided to assist the homeowndr thié basics
of what to look for to determine if the masonryrohiey has
faults that require attention from a professional.

So | clicked on the link and I've printed out theest and
it's in front of me now. So, in the first paragraptsays — and
it's underlined to show the importance, and | qubifethere is
any doubt regarding the integrity of the chimneyyonr home,
do not use it until a certified chimney professiohas ap-
proved it for safe use.” So a certified chimneyfessional.

So then | wanted to better understand the standards
certified chimney professional. The same sheet, S8ys sug-
gest that you hire a WETT-certified chimney profesal who
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can examine the chimney in the complete and comeatner.
Most also offer repair services, and can suggestt wpairs
are needed, and provide alternatives for the pdatichimney
on your house.”

So then on the next paragraph, it gives the deimibf
WETT. WETT is the Wood Energy Technology Transfetis
a non-profit training and education association. NVEpro-
motes the safe and effective use of wood-burnirgiesys in
Canada. A WETT chimney professional is trained loimoeys
for all forms of home heating including wood, oildagas.” So
the really important part about this is the defamton the gov-
ernment’'s own information sheet says that a WETifed
professional is qualified on wood and on oil and.ga

Then | was curious, because | had never heard WEALT
was before. So then | Googled it, and | got theapization’s
home website. These are just taken out of theimiiehs.
“Wood Energy Technology Transfer is a non-profairiing
and education association managed by a volunteardbof
directors elected by holders of valid WETT certfies ...
Through professional training and public educatiovETT
Inc. promotes the safe and effective use of woathibhg sys-
tems in Canada.” — so, wood-burning systems. “lrryoag
out its mandate to promote increased safety aretteféness,
WETT maintains the wood energy technical trainimggpam.
The program is designed to provide training to ¢hako offer
wood energy products and installation and mainteaeser-
vices to the public and those who conduct inspestaf wood-
burning systems.” That was the main website, argh th
checked out WETBC, and that's the Wood Energy Tdtuns
of British Columbia, and is “the provincial govengi body of
the Wood Energy Technical Training Program in BhtiCo-
lumbia.”

The website says, “WETT is Canada’s only system
training and recognizing professional competencéhin field
of residential wood burning.” So wood burning is itineme
here. The mission statement: “To develop, maintgiomote
and deliver professional training courses withie framework
of the Wood Energy Technical Training Program (WETar
practitioners of trades related to the sale, itetiah, mainte-
nance and inspection of systems using wood and btbmass
fuels.”

| was not able to find anywhere on-line that WET&kes
you qualified to do oil and gas chimneys at all wreld spent
quite a bit of time.

It's incredibly valid — 1 think it's a valid certi€ation, but
the longest certification is a five-day program. tBat’'s two
days on wood-burning systems, one day of site Haaiiging,
and two days of chimney sweeping. That's to becanggiali-
fied WETT technician. When we talk about the infation —
and it's coming directly from the government — tlsaimeone
with the wood energy technology transfer certifimatis quali-
fied for oil and gas — which they’re not, accordiiagthe web-
site. So | have concerns about the definition & thimney
professional under the guidelines from the govemm&he
website indicates that WETT chimney professionadstained
on chimneys for all forms of home heating, includioil and
gas. | stand corrected, and | appreciate if | caydticorrected

about that. But, as far as | can tell, it's onlyosléburning ap-
pliances.

So this brings me to a couple of questions. InYh&on,
what trade group would be considered “certifiedrainey pro-
fessionals”? Is there training in the Yukon to beeoa certified
chimney professional?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | appreciate the opportunity just to
engage in this part of the debate as the publicexvess piece
is the responsibility of the Yukon Housing Corparat Of
course, the question the member opposite askely pEatains
to education and apprenticeship.

| don’t have the same information that she hagantfof
her with me here today, so | will endeavour to lggtk to her
on the specific questions with respect to thatnirg. As |
mentioned during the second reading speech yestesdawill
be developing a website checklist for all aspe€tsome heat-
ing safety, as well as other aspects of how to renthat your
home is safe.

So, again, with respect to the specific trainingegtion
asked by the member opposite and the question dhewaerti-
fication, | will get back to her. I'll take it up itth the Housing
Corporation and the Department of Education andagetn-
swer back to her as soon as possible.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that. Under the
guise of Community Services where the legislatioili te,
what trade group is considered chimney professghalho
right now could | call as a chimney professional?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, Mr. Chair, that particular type
of trade would be regulated by the Department afidation
through Advanced Education. | will get an answeckhas |
committed to in my previous response.

Ms. White: | apologize. | was just trying to figure out

fowhere this would go.

We were just discussing how the definition of “agpte”
in Ontario includes all valves, fittings, controlspmponents
attached or to be attached to the appliance, amdtimister
said that the Yukon’s definition is the same withall of those
words. In turn, a chimney is part of that appliameel that's
kind of the crux of where I'm trying to go with #hil’'m trying
to find out about the chimney and there is reathpdjreason
for it.

Man, every time | talk about the coroner’s inquéstan’t
get it out. Those of us who went to the coronenguiest re-
member very clearly the testimony about the chimiewas
multiple people and it was quite a long time. Ukliely, the
total obstruction of the chimney caused the degtpdisoning
the five people in the house. The chimney backed the
chimney no longer worked; it was plugged with iced ahat
caused all the toxic gas to go back into the holiseas the
chimney.

Part of my asking these questions about the cudeaft
regulations in front of us is because | really wemtoe clear
that we know who is responsible for the chimneyat®hwhere
I'm ultimately trying to go. The ministers talketbaut the in-
staller modification of appliances and oil tanksd &e included
chimneys. In that inclusion of the chimneys, wotlld modifi-
cation of a chimney be a repair? Would that berkertion of
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a liner? Would that be the addition of a cap? Wablat be
considered a modification and would it fall undexthe the
guise of what we’re discussing currently?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I thank the member opposite for
her questions and they are good questions indeed.

What | can say though for this bill is that, as thember
opposite referenced, chimneys are indeed parteottimplete
appliance that is being considered under this biting for-
ward. When it does come to modification and inatadh, it
triggers a permit to be pulled, which also triggansinspection
to be completed by our inspectors. Within the GityWhite-
horse, that would be the City of Whitehorse; owsfithe City
of Whitehorse, it would be Yukon government throu@bm-
munity Services.

In terms of the actual definition of modificatiomithin the
bill we're talking to, without getting into line-blne, | don't
have that specifically in front of me, but therepi®vision for
regulation-making power that makes reference tosihecific
modification and what that looks like.

When we're talking about modification and instabat it
would refer to having a certified oil-burner mecttarequired
to do that particular work, to be defined in regola, but it
would also trigger an inspection, and so forth.

Ms. White: I'm going to go back to the chimney on
Centennial Street. Things became very obvious dutime
length of the coroner’s inquest, because we tatkkéot — or
because | listened a lot.

There was a lot of talk about the chimney. Evendtigi-
nal construction of the house when they tried gori it out —
the original construction was not in compliancehatihe 1972
Building Code, which indicated mortar should nattpude into
the chimney. So we already know that one was wiori®72.

I've since learned — and I've become a bit obsesdrlit
chimneys because of my time at the coroner’s ingueghat
there needs to be a minimum height of a chimneyot@bove
the crest of the roof of the house. | used to dhbyehis house
all the time on my way to my mom and dad’s. | usthand
now that it's supposed to be higher than the pdéake house
if it's closer than 10 feet to the top. This oneswet 10 feet
away from the top and it was two feet below theflne of the
house. So that was a visible infraction that youldsee from
the road. So that was another one.

In relation to the idea of pulling a permit and imayvit in-
spected — and | wish | could depend on that — but991 a
permit was pulled to do work on a chimney to insersteel
liner. The work was never done and there was noeictson to
follow to say that it had not been done based erp#rmit that
was pulled. So that never happened.

The chimney would never have passed an inspedtiat;
was clear.

Everyone said that if someone had taken a gooddbttke
chimney, the chimney never would have passed itispec
Then it comes to who was responsible to look at ¢thamney
and make sure it passed. | realize | might be gamogind in
circles and it might not make any sense, but I'ymg to get at
who is ultimately responsible for the chimney. Whea talk
about it, it is attached to the appliance and fhiance is now

under the guise of qualified people, does that timean that
the chimney is also their responsibility?

We know that the chimney would not have passedan i
spection and, when it sold between owners, hadwehnspec-
tion been done it would have been identified, lrdause there
was no financing required to purchase the homegraehin-
spection wasn’t done because it was not requirbat's an-
other one where the chimney could have been insgect

Tragically, never in the whole sequence of eveidsady-
one ever open up the trapdoor on the outside ottimaney,
accessible without a ladder. Why this is relevantécause, as
soon as that door was opened, it was completelyriatisd
with debris that had fallen down the chimney beeattse
chimney had no liner — it all circulates. So my sfiens are
just trying to figure out how this new guise ofestgfis going to
protect people from chimneys.

Understanding that the chimney was a big partisfttag-
edy also means that the chimneys can be a bigpp#re solu-
tion in the future. So my questions about chimneyfgssion-
als, understanding that it's the Minister of Edimat— and I'll
speak to him about that at some point, I'm sure ré ander-
standing that, if | look in the phone book rightwnainder
“chimneys” there’s one listing. If | call in the rfuace repair
people and they tell me that my chimney is safé,| lman fol-
low the checklist and I'm still unsure, who is oititely re-
sponsible for chimneys?

We have increased fines and things, and it talkaitathe
bigger installation and it talks about permits Ilgepulled and
all these things. If you had the best furnace adhtire world
and you have a bad chimney, you still have an enfsethace. |
guess it brings us back to the proper certification people
installing and maintaining chimneys, as they arbaeist sys-
tems for the oil-fired appliances. | don’t expeatanswer from
this, because | realize you can't answer that,| hust want to
know who is going to be responsible for the chinmayd what
kind of certification they’re going to require.

Cleaning is one thing, but when you call to getryfur-
nace inspected in September, before the heatirgpsea and
we’re putting a lot of onus on homeowners to undeid that
they have qualified people — where is the checklisthere is
something to help me say, have you looked up mgnohy?
Does it have the proper diameter? Is it unblocksdi? safe?
All these things, because the chimney is at thg ofuhis inci-
dent. | just want to bring light to the fact thahdve questions
about chimneys and | hope they can be addresdbe iegisla-
tion.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just want to go back in terms of
this legislation going forward and the provisionglie legisla-
tion before us for debate. It is really talking abthe installa-
tion and the modification of these oil-fired applias, which is
inclusive of the chimney. | just wanted to go baekunder this
provision, it would trigger a permit to be pulledtijust by any
homeowner, which is currently the case, but witssthchanges
it would be by a certified oil burner mechanic. Theuld be a
certified individual. | should also clarify, howayehanks to
our officials, that sheet metal mechanics typicatigtall the
lion’s share of chimneys.



April 30, 2013

HANSARD

2685

When it comes to the oil burner mechanics, it woldd
those specific individuals who would be pulling thermit of
course and would be ultimately held responsibletlier permit
to be inspected and approved by our respectiveegsainals
within the unit itself.

When it comes to changes over the years, as lemfed
earlier, up until 2010 there was no provision ia tkegulations
or in the act to provide for a permit to be pull&tiat did take
effect in 2010. It was one of the improvements thate made.
Of course these changes that we're talking abouhénpro-
posed bill go a step beyond that by ensuring thas¢ who
actually take the permit out from Building Inspeci$ are actu-
ally certified mechanics. That is not the case yoda

When it comes to training, as | mentioned earliex,have
identified that and of course we’re working verpsgly with
the Yukon Housing Corporation, Department of Ediocatnd
many others throughout the government to reallk labthis
entire area in terms of public awareness, cheski@st individ-
ual homeowners, placing responsibility upon inditihome-
owners, but also doing our part to educate andftom indi-
viduals, as well, as to what those checklists lidak

it, typically but not always it would be a sheettatenechanic,
but the actual permit would indeed be issued tocih&urner
mechanic, if in fact it was a sheet metal mechario would
provide that work, but it is the responsibility tfe permit
holder to ensure the entire safety or the entiséesy is adhered
to as per the provisions of the regulations inatietself.

Ms. White: Just to open up questions about permits
— so, if we had a qualified person who was pullimg permit,
but there was no requirement that they'd be thes doelo the
work, would that be applicable to other things Iltke modifi-
cation of the appliance or the oil tank? Then & fherson per-
sonally responsible for having pulled the permit#rg I'm
just trying to figure out how that works.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In terms of what | tried to reference
earlier, when you go to take out a permit to instalmodify,
that's the complete appliance itself and everythihgt con-
nects to it, inclusive of the chimney, of course.iSwould be
the oil burner mechanic who would actually take that par-
ticular permit who would be held responsible forimteining
— so actually ensuring that the delivery of the kvisractually
subscribed to, because it is part of the entirekqge or the

Of course, we've endeavoured to do some of thakwor delivery of the system, as we talked about — frantiation

There is more work to be done going forward. Tragnis a
very important initiative and component in termshofilding
capacity, but also providing specific added tragnfo our cur-
rent complement of inspectors. We have also agreeagb to
work with the City of Whitehorse on this, which @lprovides
inspections, to help ensure they are definitellyfalvare of the
requirements of this new bill and regulations cagrfiorward.

Again, just to recap, the actual changes to thermttide
working on enhancing that training and public awmass cam-
paigns being delivered through Yukon Housing Coafion.
Yukon Housing Corporation is the designated leadhismn Of
course, we have a big part to play in terms ofinglpo inform
those campaigns and moving forward with regulation.

That also includes draft regulations that will als com-
ing to fruition for the public to comment on, agéfers to the
Residential Landlord and Tenant Aets we talked about last
December. At the end of the day, it is a sharedarsibility

to chimney to the appliance itself and so forth.a8ain, hope-
fully that provides a little bit of clarity.

Ms. Stick: | believe the minister recognizes that this
proposed legislation is very important to the O#8idOpposi-
tion and we are here to help ensure that it wooksafl Yukon-
ers. With regard to this Bill No. 57, as my collaag have said
before, this is about the health and safety obail constituents
whether they live in their own homes, in rental @omoda-
tions or in Yukon Housing Corporation units. It@lmcludes
our workplaces, not just where we live, and thatiportant to
remember. We want all people to be safe in thenémand at
their work in Whitehorse and in the communities andall
points in between.

Yesterday the Premier stated that we had offeredoho
tions and | believe that's why our debate comediis is the
spot where we can make solutions, offer optionsyas] even
amendments, to improve or to find better ways tplément

among government and industry and homeowners. b keehis legislation. I've done some work on this. hitgretend to

pointing to how these changes will definitely makesignifi-
cant difference, recognizing we all have a paplay when it
comes to enhancing safety of these particular hbesting
systems.

Ms. White: I'm just going to look for a little bit of
clarification. | apologize because I'm trying tokéa notes.
When the minister just said sheet metal mecharoes do the
work, does that mean that when work needs to be dona
chimney, a qualified oil burner mechanic will pthie permit,
someone else will be able to do the work and they’li have
to oversee the work, and then it will get inspedig@n inspec-
tor after that? I'm just trying to clarify what tharocess will be
of who will be able to do the work.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: To be even clearer, it's not always
a sheet metal mechanic, of course. Just to beckeay because
I know how we’re held accountable to every singtaavin this
Legislative Assembly and | appreciate that, buk asderstand

know anything about oil furnaces and their instaila and
maintenance. | don’'t have one in my house; | hawoad
stove that | know a lot about and | take good odyéut in just
thinking about that | realize that is probably tliggest invest-
ment inside our home that most of us make. It'saotfurni-
ture; it's not our appliances. Besides the strictfrour home,
it’s the biggest, most expensive piece and it'soplty the one
piece that we know the least about, and we abdgldepend
on other people to help us with our safety. | thihét's just a
given. The majority of people call the furnace gaycome in
and fix it or service it or tell us if we need axnene. We de-
pend and have somehow come to just trust that timodedu-
als will do right by us. Anyway, | digress.

| thought about solutions; | thought about thinbattwe
could do, including passing this legislation thatl welp to
make people safer. Yes, public education is a ghit; yes,
having certified technicians are a part. But in theantime,
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between legislation and regulations, what are wegto do? |

suggest we look at the legislation and the propaseendment
that we’ll come to in line-by-line, pass that amd’'d pass the
strongest legislation we can, and then when weogaut regu-
lations, let’s build in a bridge to put in timelme

This is our standard; it'll take us this long. Hale we
bridge that to make it the strongest piece of lagjian, rather
than leave it good in some spots, not so greathars, recog-
nizing our limitations because of lack of individsiavith that
certified training, but let’s put it in the law nowet’s bridge;
let’'s find ways to bridge that with timelines inroegulations
that will move us forward so that we don’'t havectime back
and amend this legislation to make it even strongeat’s one
thought.

We talk about communities not having certified t@eh
cians. Well, what about the government contractivith a
company or with individuals who have that certifioa to go
to communities and in collaboration with the mupddity,
LAC, or the First Nations, inspect — do an inspattioffer
those inspections. There could be a fee that i fpahave that
done. Yes, it's going to cost money. It will cosbmey, but |
feel that every life saved is worth that money thaiuld be
spent.

If we look at the reports by Rod Corea — with whtiis
government contracted and paid with taxpayers’ merehe
identified many, many privately owned and other verebusi-
nesses — that had systems that were not up to-eodeany.
Of those ones he identified, it wasn't just on@ghirong — it
was more. I'm not going to go into the stats. Wefead the
reports. We know — a lot of deficiencies per unit.

Has this government gone back? It was in appendazks
dresses, deficiencies, this is what's happened +reoavners
got that also — that letter. Have we followed upgskhis gov-
ernment gone back and said, “There were all thegegs
wrong. Did you get them fixed? Do you need asscsanith
that? How can we follow up with that?” | agree thameown-
ers can change. But, to me, when deficiencies tlik¢ were
identified, let's ensure they were fixed.

Mr. Corea is probably the most knowledgeable alwilut
fired appliance legislation across Canada, and aliftpad
professional. Has this government contacted hiroootracted
with him to help with drawing up these safety regigns, so
that they're the best? Let's put ourselves backognin Can-
ada. Let’s have the best regulations.

The Minister of Highways and Public Works spoketges
day of a member of the department who's certified eespon-
sible for appliances in different communities, hudtil all
communities can have access to that type of citdippliance
technician, why can’t we contract with some of thexdividu-
als to be responsible — to be on-call? If theylready work-
ing for the government, can we change their jokcietson?
Can we make an amendment to have them on-call?géhian
up; let's use what we have. If we're worried abihigm — you
know, if there’s someone else who is certified,hpgs with
their own business — well, let's share that. Lettsk collabo-
ratively and find ways to make sure the communitiase the
emergency coverage they need.

Last but not least, let's be creative about thoskviduals
in the communities who have 10, 20 or 30 years'eeemce.
Everybody talked about — “Well, so-and-so can fix appli-
ance as well as a certified person,” and | dontkdahat. |
don’t doubt that those people out there have thekdés. So
how can we better utilize their skills if they'rérgady there in
the community? | don’'t know the answer to this, butave
some suggestions. How can we offer them the oppitytto
take the exam without having to go through the se@rThey
can write the exam at the college; they can daatlypat the
college. Have we looked at those options? Have oteagvay
of certifying them? They might have to do some Bowith a
certified technician. Again, these are not solwida every-
thing, but they are suggestions. | think therevaags that we
accommodate some of this and use some of thesengeis
our communities now. Give them the opportunity & derti-
fied. If they can pass the exam, | would think thaiuld be a
good indicator of their skill level.

Anyway, that was the end of my comments. It's Jusiink
there are a lot of solutions out there, and heneaefew. We
can be creative, but ultimately we want to be safd that's
what we're looking for, which is safety for all ooonstituents,
communities, Whitehorse, businesses, all pointbetween.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The closing comment about we
want to be safe — of course, that's why in facs thill is be-
fore the Assembly. It is to enhance the safetyhesé appli-
ances to a different standard. It raises the bdd @an say that
this is a very significant change for all Yukonersd it comes
on the heels of community discussions and congutistin
every single community. | recognize the member sfipo
didn’t go to any of those meetings, but | do wamtsay that
there was a lot of invaluable feedback and a logreht ideas
came forward as well.

| agree, in terms of trying to find creative sotus, that's
something that we do well in the Yukon, but theeshmatter of
it all is that, as we stand here today, we do reethose me-
chanics. Furthermore, we cannot force individualgét into
the trade, to get certified tomorrow. It is an iidual respon-
sibility, but we have agreed to go to work througlkon Col-
lege and through the Department of Education amduth
other institutions across the country. This is vepgcialized
training, | might add, to really enhance capaditypur commu-
nities that is much needed, and we heard that ircommuni-
ties.

So, it is all about enhancing safety, and if weever go
ahead and legislate and put a finite number on it"Faere
shall be 20 mechanics in southeast Yukon or noctkovi” —
that would not be responsible, but we have comnhitbecon-
tinuing our efforts to go to work — and | agree lwivorking
with existing tradespeople who are in the busiress aren’t
certified but have been servicing and providing #raergency
repair, which is very important.

Some were very clear with me during meetings thayt
weren't interested. They may have reached an ageté-
ment, but to be very clear, there may very welirmbviduals
who are interested. | know the Department of Edanaand
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Yukon College are working on that and are reactong to
people who have been in the industry over therastber of
years and are trying to see if there is an intareshallenging
the exam — that is one option available — what gegds to
be filled in order to raise that individual to becartified me-
chanic.

| understand that because | heard that in everyraamity.
At the end of the day, not everyone wants to becoentfied.
We want to make it an attractive industry and we seeing to
that.

I’'m not going to just deliberate on a change indbtor in
the regulation tomorrow that we’re not able to attjuenforce.
We could enforce it, but it would be a failure besa we just
wouldn’t see any servicing going on in our commiesit We
wouldn’t see those emergency repairs going on encttimmu-
nities.

| keep going back to what it is that | heard in thibse
communities of Mayo, Pelly Crossing — the Ministef
Yukon Housing Corporation — the communities of @lcbw,

also about taking these additional steps, in tesfmegulating
the installation and modification and also makingnahatory
these early warning devices in our households.

Ms. Moorcroft: I've heard the minister speak a num-
ber of times about shared responsibility, and | twanspeak
about government responsibility and legislatorspansibility.
All of us have the responsibility to show leadepshiVe as
elected members have the responsibility to be fnéat on
critical issues and to protect the public interédt. MLAs and
the government have a responsibility to ensure tiate are
appropriate health and safety standards in plaue we have
the responsibility to learn from mistakes.

| want to go back to some of the discussion we'gerb
having in relation to the inquest into the deathéive people
from carbon monoxide poisoning. My colleague spakeut
the qualifications for Mr. Corea, who was acceean expert
witness at the coroner’s inquest, in part becadskisowork
over the last dozen years doing inspections folGbeernment
of Ontario, but he has a close to 30-year careavarking in

Dawson, Watson Lake — for me — Teslin. There waes thindustrial and residential areas and also in dewetpand de-

community of Faro. There were so many communities.
every community, we had open houses. We had meetiity
First Nation representatives, and we had meetinigs the
mayors and councils.

Again, we appreciate the feedback and the invatuabl
formation that came our way from people in the knpeople
in the industry — very thoughtful deliberations —ery re-
spectful, but also putting it out there that we ra@gjate the in-
tention and recognizing that, yes, absolutely mureds to be
done to improve the delivery of enhancing the gaédthow
we regulate appliances. As | mentioned, there ap@igions
within the act and the regulations that will be @ognsoon
thereafter to certainly strengthen those provisidogin the
road. But we're not there yet, and I'm not goingctommit to a
specific timeline until such time as we have hefaodn com-
munities that, in fact, there is the much-needquhciy to be
able to deliver on these very elements.

The provisions in the bill are very important, ahdy are
significant improvements to the bill. They will gdong way in
enhancing the safety of our homes. | go back tsdhearly
warning devices that are very important as a safetgasure
that adds to the safety of our homes.

It is all about safety and that's why we are heday, talk-
ing to the very essence of the bill. It is abouesa and it's
also about working on many other fronts — awareress-
paigns, promoting the importance of how importantsi to
have that annual routine maintenance done on yopliaace.
I've got to say that if | didn’t have a father odwa many years
— ever since my husband and | became individual duan-
ers some 16 or 17 years ago here in the City oftéMbise. It
was he who educated me and educated our familytabeu
very importance — a building contractor, to be sumed did
things very well. But he was the one who encouragednd
made us to be sure to receive that routine anraraicing of
our home heating appliance, and | thank him fot.tBat that
is what it is about — it's about education; it’soal informa-
tion and doing what we can as individual homeowneus it's

livering training programs.

Mr. Corea was contracted by the Government of Yuken
by Yukon Housing Corporation and Energy Solutidosgin-
ning in 2007 — to do inspections at buildings tate owned
by Yukon Housing Corporation, as well as some pelya
owned homes, to assess the state of oil-fired appdis. He
inspected for compliance to the code that was atelat the
time, and he found a number of infractions and theividual
reports were provided to homeowners. However, tlageeno
powers given to an inspector to require a homeowmneact.
During the course of the inquest, in responsedaestion, Mr.
Corea said that he was shocked even in 2007 aiuinbder of
infractions. He said that if he had the powers tleahas in On-
tario, he would have shut down a number of indials he
inspected. Now, this suggests to me that we may te¢ake
further action. We want to prevent any further deat

I have two lines of questioning here. The first & ask
whether the inspections that were done on 305 sie805
homes, apartments, townhouses or mobile homesiiYtton
— 37 of them had imminent hazards. There were 1ot
infractions identified. I'd like to know where weasd now.
How many of those locations’ deficiencies that wévend
have been corrected? Are there places with uneafallations
where the problems have not been fixed? Can we geport
on that?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, you know, that's what this
bill is all about. I go back to this bill, becauites all about
providing the legal obligation to take out a perbyta certified
individual — a certified oil burner mechanic — whigrcomes
to installation and modification of those respeetappliances.

So that does trigger the opportunity to inspectéhappli-
ances. | believe that there is a provision in tlie vehere,
should deficiencies be found, there is the abiiitynot issue
any further permits until those deficiencies hawserb cor-
rected. This bill is a significant improvement tdat is cur-
rently the case.
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In terms of other provisions we referenced, | devent to
go over all of the other provisions that we’ve coittead to on
public education, but individual homeowners — pdivg that
expertise, hiring the necessary professionals tthelavork and
to ensure their appliances are installed and nedtlifi- | go
back to the bill. That's what the bill is all abgpittis ensuring
that permits are pulled, which is the trigger far énspections
branch outside of the City of Whitehorse to do jhstt, to pro-
vide that inspection and to follow up to ensurd,tifahere are
any deficiencies found, there are provisions thatfurther
permits would be pulled.

There are provisions in the bill that speak to #mns that’s
why it's so important to pass this bill and proceeith the
regulations associated with the bill to ensuredhiére package
can be proclaimed in a timely manner so that wegeneady
for the next home heating season.

Chair:
cess?

All Hon. Members:

Chair:
minutes.

Agreed.

Recess

Chair:
to order.

Ms. Moorcroft:
question, so I'm going to come back to that. A nemaf resi-
dences have been inspected by an oil burner mex;hakerti-
fied inspector and instructor. The last time thaswlone was in
2010. It is now 2013. Some of those units may hmen sold.
Some of them were under private ownership — nobfathem
were Yukon Housing Corporation. | had asked theisten
whether the government could provide us with anvenson
how many of those infractions, some of which weeey\seri-
ous and potentially life-threatening, have beemlvwesi. How
many places are there that Yukon Housing Corparato
aware of, where the inspections have been donejdfieien-
cies have been identified, and there has been howfop
work to correct the deficiencies?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
member opposite that, as | understand, those residethat
were inspected by Mr. Rod Corea — that was prio2Q@a0,
prior to the actual regulation that had come inaypas | un-
derstand, which enabled a permit to be pulled. rPwothat
time, if there were no permits pulled, | know tiatilding In-
spections probably would not have that on file ieeathere
would not have been the requirement to take owtrenjp to go
and inspect. Again, I'm not able to report on thaiu know, as
| understand, those residences — unless I'm wronghat
were inspected by Mr. Rod Corea prior to 2010, Whit fact
— | can't recall when in 2010 the change came alouhe
regulation, but that enabled those permits to lerteout by
individuals, whether they were certified or not.

That requirement was made, but the bill that wetafeng
about today is really on a go-forward basis amalliabout get-
ting at those issues. As | said, in 2010 there avahange that

was made, but now we’re going a step beyond timat tlaat is
ensuring that only certified mechanics are abléat@® out a
permit when it comes to installation and modifioatiwhich
triggers the permit; then copies of those permitsitet be filed
in the property file that would be maintained byilBing

Safety. The copies of the inspection reports wdaddeft on-
site and filed in the property file as well. All oers would
have complete access to those property files oneg were
able to provide proof of ownership.

These changes help facilitate those enhanced mesasur
which will lend to the added safety of these pattc individ-
ual homeowners on a go-forward basis. | am vergggd to be
able to speak to the bill at hand that is all alEnhancing the
safety of all of our homes throughout every differeommu-
nity.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, | have to say that | don't find

Order. Would members like to take a brief re-that very satisfactory if there have been seriaoblpms iden-

tified with an oil-fired appliance. Those should dealt with. |
will move on to the last area of questioning thagle in rela-

Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 tion to the bill before us.

| want to point out that at the inquest we hearbtaof
really important views expressed on ways of avadiragedy
in the future. At the inquest, Mr. Corea said thelf-regulation
doesn’t work. It has failed everywhere that it bdesd and can

Order. Committee of the Whole will now come result in deaths. There has to be direction giVémere’s always

going to be someone putting short-term personah gaer

| didn’t hear the minister answer my safety and financial expense, so there has toruk] guote, a

“legal framework”. So there’'s a need to make evedgbre-
sponsible — not just the homeowners, but the Bistars who
make money on delivering oil. The government cogide
powers to the technician or oil burner mechanitat@ action
to shut down an appliance if it's not safe.

What is provided for in the Ontario regulation &t cer-
tificate holders are empowered to take immediatemavhen
an unacceptable condition is found. It makes thelistributor
responsible to ensure that they only supply oitdée installa-
tions. The thought behind that is that only if wak®a everyone
involved in an oil installation responsible for inoping safety
can the industry respond to ever-changing haz&uld.have a
problem with an answer from the government thas saell,

I would just like to remind the we have a new system whereby you have a permit \Wiadis

not necessarily going to address every problerother regula-
tions, anyone touching the heating fuel or the iappks is
covered by the regulation, and that would includese that
distribute fuel. So there is a chain of communaratand a
chain of authority.

What was discovered during the inquest was thaethas
not a proper chain of accountability. In fact, therere several
critical junctures along the way where action cobi&le been
taken that would have prevented those deaths.

I'm speaking about a model where when one persdhen
chain of communication or chain of authority segsrablem,
they are empowered to act and then must commurticaith-
ers and to the regulatory authority. I'm wonderifithe minis-
ter in the regulations to follow the bill — becausdon't see it
anywhere in the bill — will address the issue oélfdistribu-
tion. Shouldn’t those who supply the fuel haveniray and
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certification and be empowered to act, becauseilfyfaystem
won’t work without fuel?

Bill No. 57 amends three acts and I'm wonderingudhibe
decision to not create a dedicated oil-fired apgiéact with a
dedicated oil-fired appliance inspector. I'm woridgrwhether
the government gave consideration to having a Speatésig-
nated inspector for oil-fired appliances in the samay that we
have here in the Yukon designated inspectors ferbganing
appliances.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, I'll go back to what | have
stated on the floor a number of times. When it com@wn to
servicing of an appliance, until such time as weehanough
capacity in our communities, it is a shared resiiility. Per-
haps there is a difference of opinion and perhbpsntembers
opposite don't feel that it is important to havdiindual home-
owner responsibility, but homeowners are alwaysoeraged
to seek the appropriate expertise when it comesaking our
homes safe.

| refer to the public register that will be enablidough
the provisions of the act which will provide accéss list of
those qualified mechanics available here in thetoey. That
will be accessible to individual homeowners. Theyn sub-
scribe to those services provided by those indafglunder the
public register.

If an oil burner mechanic feels that an installatie dan-
gerous, that individual certainly has that abitityd opportunity
to communicate that to the Fire Marshal’s Offichiat has
the power to shut down that system and has the ptoaactu-
ally deal with that specific scenario. There arevigions and
that continues to be the case here. When it comiespections
it's something that we've already spoken to her¢hia after-
noon’s debate. Within the Government of Yukon wehdue a

chief boiler inspector who is a certified oil burnee-
chanic and, as | mentioned, going forward in thet meimber
of months as we draft regulations and work with @ity of
Whitehorse, we have agreed to look at our complémeimn-
spectors. We recognize that as very important takibe to help
facilitate the requirements within the act that mgeturrently
debating and certainly work with the City of Whiteke as
well on making training available to individual pectors spe-
cific to these particular provisions in the act.

We have offered and we will certainly go forwardame-
view the current complement of inspectors, who waoeky
hard and very diligently on behalf of Yukon citizen

Ms. Moorcroft:
pattern that when | stand up and speak to the temiadvocat-
ing for the government to take responsibility, hesponse is
that I'm saying that | don’t believe homeowners éany re-
sponsibility. | believe homeowners have resporigghiMadam
Chair. The minister needs to listen to what | ask, fand |
would appreciate getting an answer to the questiodal ask
whether the minister was prepared to consider adirg the
issue of fuel distribution. So she didn't answeattand that's
fine. I'm prepared to move on. I've made my poibbat what
we see as a better approach.

| must also point out that when the minister speaisut
homeowner responsibility, that ignores those whe aot

homeowners, but are tenants. Government has rebpity$o
establish a legal framework for the protectionha public and
for improving the health and safety of everyone Jities in a
dwelling in the Yukon, whether they own it or wheththey
rent it.

I'll leave it at that, Madam Chair. If the ministeas an an-
swer on addressing the issue of fuel distributtbat would be
great; if not, I'm prepared to move into clausediguse ex-
amination of the bill.

Chair: Is there any further general debate?

We can then proceed to clause-by-clause examination
Bill No. 57.

On Clause 1

Chair: Did anyone wish to debate clause 1?

Clause 1 agreed to

On Clause 2

Amendment proposed

Ms. Moorcroft: | move

THAT Bill No. 57, entitled Oil-Fired Appliance Safety
Statutory Amendment Adte amended in clause 2 at page 1 by
inserting the phrase “servicing it” immediatelyeafthe phrase
“replacing it” in section 1(b).

Madam Chair, this amendment would change the sectio
to read “install” in relation to anything, whichdimdes modify-
ing it, replacing it, servicing it and carrying cany prescribed
activity in respect of it.

Chair: The amendment is in order; however, Ms.
Moorcroft has provided for some additional cla@dfion within
the amendment so that the amendment now reads:

THAT Bill No. 57, entitled Oil-Fired Appliance Safety
Statutory Amendment Adte amended in clause 2, at page 1,
by inserting the phrase “servicing it” immediatedjter the
phrase “replacing it” in the definition of “instalin section
1(b).

Ms. Moorcroft: This amendment expands the defini-
tion of “install”, so that install, in relation tan oil-fired appli-
ance, would include modifying it, replacing it asérvicing it,
as well as carrying out any prescribed activityisd@mendment
raises the safety bar to establish that servicimgikfired ap-
pliance will be done in accordance with regulations

Now | anticipate the government may be somewhai/lee

| have to say that it is an unfortunate of this amendment, but | would point out that thtd provides

for regulation-making authority. The government lah®ady
indicated it would take six months to a year to elep the
regulations, and with its regulation-making auttythe gov-
ernment has the ability to phase in, on a schediiftigrent
activities.

So the government could require that installing amatli-
fying and replacing a unit would have to be donalertified
technician immediately. But the servicing could fdieased in
within a year, within two years, allowing some tifioe further
training to take place. We recognize that some timsy be
needed for that, but we believe it's very importemthe safety
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of members of our community to take this step. uldourge
all members to support the amendment before us.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
fer to carrying out any prescribed activity in respof it, that
does enable future making of regulations for theailtation of
oil-fired appliances when that time is appropriate.

As | have stated, we are not there yet, and gitenctr-
rent lack of much needed capacity in the commumitie have
already debated this, but in terms of going forwd#ndt's why
the Yukon government has indeed committed to wagrlon
the level of education and training provided torent mechan-
ics, as well as attracting new individuals to gebithe actual
trade itself. Until such time, it would be nextitopossible to
enforce the provisions of the legislation beforenithout hav-
ing those mechanics in place in those communities.

We have debated this at great length and | do ajgtee
the member opposite’s amendment, but as it staghs mow,
that is why we have the words “carrying out anysprioed
activity in respect of it”, to be able to add ofereto the provi-
sion of servicing at a later date.

Section 4(j) of the bill, as | referenced in my o re-
marks, provides an ability to modify the definitiof “install”
and that could include adding servicing to thaird&én at that
time.

We are not confident that we have the actual capaci
our respective communities. It's something thatheard very
loud and clear as we engaged with communitiesfédisin a
whole host of meetings, whether it was open housegtings
with First Nation governments or municipal govermtse We
spoke about this at great length among many ofrtébers of
the Assembly yesterday.

Again, we will not be supporting this particular emal-
ment, as there is already a provision for the gbdiown the
road to modify that definition of “install”.

Ms. Hanson:
ment. | appreciate that there has been a signifisarount of
conversation about all the reasons why we cannéhemgov-
ernment will not include these two words, “servigit’. When
my colleague was asking with respect to the abilityhe will-
ingness of the government to consider a sunsetseathat
might have addressed it. We also know, as my aplieehas
pointed out, that the government has the abilitpliase these
aspects of this in over time and through regulatmsay when
servicing will be included.

When | call a serviceman, I’'m not asking for a prised
activity to be done in my house. What | need tovkrvehen |
call that company and they send somebody thefteisthey're
qualified to do the servicing. As a homeowner wtza lhat
experience, | can tell you how many thousands dfado |
spent having unqualified servicemen servicing migfimd
furnace. | would like to have the confidence, if now, then in
the near future. A sunset clause is a common poovisf it's
not two years, maybe five years is a reasonable tiame.

| believe that there are incentives that can beigeal. |
believe we have smart Yukoners. | don't think itves us well
to say that we don’t have the capacity in thisit@ny. If you
set the bar and you say that this is what's reduivedo the job,

| rise to speak in support of the amend-

you get the qualifications. You want to teach imafuyukon,
you have to be a teacher. That has changed over We can

As it currently stands, when we re- set a sunset clause here.

The Official Opposition has tried in all of our corants to
be constructive in this. We come at it from thenpaif view of
all of us as citizens representing all of us wheeha need to be
assured that whoever does the servicing on thisthst impor-
tant and potentially dangerous appliance in our demif we
don’t have some assurance that at some point irfiutiiee in
the legislation it says that we're actually undansting that
servicing is a key element of all of this, it wi#lll off the radar.
I'm sorry, there is nothing that | believe gives @y confi-
dence that any prescribed activity related to &Hsts going to
tell me that that's got anything to do with sermgiwhen it
may or may not come back for somebody to consitle8a,
you tell the homeowner who's going to rely uponttpae-
scribed activity someday in the future. Wouldn'give more
confidence that the government has actually hdedoncern,
read its own reports, heard what the coroner’s gaig and is
prepared to say in a reasonable time we will make shat
servicing is covered off under this legislation?

Madam Chair, the Official Opposition would hope ttha
there can be some openness and an ability to eethlat gov-
ernment does have that flexibility through its regory pow-
ers, and we encourage them to use it. Be creativéhat's
where we started off in this discussion the othey. Ve said
that we would offer creative and constructive idbasause we
owe it to everybody who is living, renting, or visg a dwell-
ing that uses an oil-fired appliance to heat it.

The Official Opposition looks forward to the supipof
this Legislative Assembly on this small but impottamend-
ment.

Chair: Does any other member wish to speak to the
amendment?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Count

Chair: Count has been called.

Bells

Chair: Order please. We're going to proceed with the

count. Would all those members in favour of the admeent

please rise.
Members rise
Chair: Thank you. Would those members against the

amendment please rise.
Members rise
Chair: The count is five yea, 10 nay.
Amendment to Bill No. 57 negatived

Chair: Is there any further debate on clause 2?

Clause 2 agreed to

On Clause 3

Ms. Moorcroft: Clause 3 provides for making
changes if the National Building Code is amended thie pe-
riod of time set out is either on a day specifi@dpn a date six
months after the amendment, or on April 1 nextofelhg the
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amendment. My question for the minister is in ietatto the
time frame for implementing the amendment: Is thigandard
phase-in period of time that is used across thatcg?l

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Yes.

Ms. Moorcroft:
the conduct of inspections. I'd like to ask the ister — we
did discuss this briefly in general debate — whetie is pre-
pared to direct her department to have a desigrsgedalized
inspector for oil-fired appliances, similar to theovisions of

the Gas Burning Devices Adh the Yukon, where there is a

designated inspector.

Chair:
— I'm sorry, were you discussing clause 4?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair:
like to ask any additional questions on clause 37

Clause 3 agreed to

On Clause 4

Ms. Moorcroft:
guestion relating to inspectors for oil-fired appices?

Chair: Ms. Taylor, that would be subclause 4(f).

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
number of occasions here today and perhaps evdargay,
we do have a chief boiler inspector currently witkthe com-
plement of inspectors of Building Safety housedhimitthe
Department of Community Services. That individishi certi-
fied oil burner mechanic. | mentioned earlier thet have
committed to reviewing the complement of our ingpecwith
the view to having that added expertise.

We have also committed to working in very closdatm)-
ration with the City of Whitehorse to work on adilital train-
ing that is specific to these requirements to emshbat all in-
spectors are fully up to speed on each of theseigions and
understand each of the respective sections.

Ms. Moorcroft:
is a qualified, certified inspector with the Yukgovernment
and I'm pleased by that. I'm also pleased to hbarrhinister
say that they are going to look into whether thayehadequate
resources. It would seem to me, when the ministemnable to
respond to a question about whether deficiencigisithve been
identified related to oil-fired appliances in agarnumber of
homes in the Yukon have been fixed, there mighy vezll be
a need for additional resources and | would urgentinister to
look at that very seriously.

Also, in clause 3(4)(j): “prescribe activities ftine pur-
poses of the definition of ‘install’ in section 1I.unsuccess-
fully attempted to have the definition of “insta#kpanded by
an amendment. | would like to again say to the stémithat the
Ontario regulation uses install, alter, purge, a8, repair,
service, remove or other thing, and it includesiaadling of
fuel oil — the minister didn’t respond to my quesis relating
to the use of fuel oil. I'd like to ask the minist&@hether she
would be prepared to go back and look at the Yugovern-
ment expanding the provisions in section (j) tdude some of
the activities | just read into the record that ased in the
regulations for another jurisdiction?

The section that Ms. Moorcroft is referring to is

We'll stay with clause 3. Would the member

Chair: Before the member speaks, the Chair would
like to clarify, for the record, that we have bemnfused by
the section numbers. The sections that the mersbarriently
speaking to are still within clause 3. Clause 4sdoet actually

There’s also a section here relating tobegin until page 5.

As we have already cleared clause 3, | would likani
mous consent to return to clause 3.

Unanimous consent re revisiting clause 3

Some Hon. Members: Disagree.
Chair: Unanimous consent has not been granted.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Ms. Moorcroft, on a point of order.

Ms. Moorcroft: Madam Chair, when | spoke to clause
3, it is subclause (4) within clause 3 and youhasChair ruled
that this was subclause (4) and that we had to slglaclause
(3) first. | would like to make the case that, Mad&hair,

Could the minister respond to my gince the ruling was in order, then moving forwardause was

in error and that we should still be allowed to atetclause 3.
We would not have agreed to clear the clause iad h

As | had mentioned, | believe, on a known that would end the debate and that the rufirg in

error.
Chair:
minutes.

Committee of the Whole will recess for two

Recess

Chair’s ruling

Chair: Order. The Chair accepts that we do not have
unanimous consent on returning to clause 3. Howehere
was confusion on the member’s part and the Chpatfs as to
the layout of this bill and exactly where clausst@ped or did
not stop. In this case, the Chair is going to makaling that

| did hear the minister say that there we will continue debate on clause 3 and cleardirags neces-

sary.

On Clause 3 — revisited

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to ask the minister if she
would respond to my question in relation to theirdgébn of
“install”.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | think, as we go forward, | made
reference to a section of the bill that alreadyjates the abil-
ity to modify the definition of “install” through egulation.
Those regulations have yet to be drafted. We withe through
with a draft regulation and we will be working withdustry on
a go-forward basis. In terms of whether or not thigoing to
add the term of “servicing”, it does provide foathability to
add servicing, but for all intents and purposes for this bill
before us. As per our remarks and as per newssedaaver the
previous several months, it does refer to insiallatnd modi-
fication of those oil-fired appliances.

Ms. Moorcroft: Subsection (4)(g)(iii): “provide for a
public register of qualified installers ...” and we\nhad some
discussion about that in general debate. | receghiat —

Chair: Can we be clear about which section we’re re-
ferring to now.
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Ms. Moorcroft:
tion 4(g)(iii): “provide for a public register —

Chair: Thank you, carry on.

Ms. Moorcroft: | recognize that this will be in the
regulations and that the government will take sdime to
prepare the regulations. Never the less, the reinigis spoken
about the work they have already been undertakirigantify-
ing qualified installers, and my question is whetthe minister
anticipates that they might be able to provideaf@ublic regis-
ter to be available prior to the regulations betognpleted —
whether in fact they will have sufficient informaiti to put to-
gether a public register and to make that availaddener,
rather than later?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Of course, the provision of making
available by way of regulation the ability to creat public list
of qualified oil burner mechanics is very importatprovides
that transparency to Yukoners for individuals tdsaribe to
for the purposes of installation and modificatiow &ven when
it comes to accessing for servicing purposes,af th what the
individual homeowner would like.

So this particular provision within the bill prowsd that
regulation-making power to enable that public regiso come
into being. Of course, if we do have it readily igadale prior to
regulation — that’s something we will endeavouh&we.

The intent is that with the bill and with the regtibn — to
be able to proclaim the act in its entirety. Agair, continue to
aim for next year’s heating season.

Ms. White:
below that — so, 4(g)(v): “prohibit any person athiean the
qualified installer to whom the applicable permiasvissued
from installing any oil-fired appliance”.

Can | please get clarification on that?

Chair: For clarification, that is clause (4)(g)(v).

Hon. Ms. Taylor: That section allows for the making
of a regulation that authorizes oil burner mechaicbe able
to install or modify — so in order to hold the pérm- how do
| put this? — it effectively prohibits any of thopersons from
holding the permit to proceed in that manner.

Chair: Is there any further debate on clause 3?

Clause 3 agreed to

On Clause 4

Clause 4 agreed to

On Clause 5

Ms. Moorcroft:
tor may, by written order, require that the constian, occu-
pancy, installation or use be stopped until anytremention of
a building code is rectified.

| wonder whether the minister gave considerationding
the word “shall” rather than the word “may” to prde for a
stop-work order if there is a serious contraventiba building
code. We have seen where serious contraventionseednto
injury and death.

| also want to ask whether the government has owsid-
ered giving the power to a licensed certified meah#o issue
a stop-work order or to disable an installation &eitithe ap-
propriate authority if they observe serious corgrdgiwons of a
building code.

It's on page 4 of the act, and it is sec-

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The use of the word “may” is really
in recognition of a case-by-case basis as utillzethe inspec-
tor.

It reads very clearly, “An inspector who is satisffion rea-
sonable grounds that a building is being constdjatecupied,
or used, or that a component, fixture or systema olilding”
— again, that was just recently added within tHe-bi “is be-
ing installed or used, in contravention of the g code or
this Act may, by written order, require that thenstouction,
occupancy, installation or use be stopped untildbetraven-
tion is rectified.”

It is in recognition primarily of individual casesnd to
provide that added flexibility garnered by eachoaf respec-
tive inspectors to do that or not. So the use efwiord “may”
is intentional in this regard.

Clause 5 agreed to

On Clause 6

Ms. Moorcroft: In this provision, where there may be
a violation there could be restraint through anristion by the
Supreme Court. So my question for the minister fetver
there are any penalties in tBeilding Standards Adbor viola-
tion of a permit?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In respect to the member opposite’s
guestion regarding this particular clause, it istisa 10. It re-
moves the word “moving” because the defined womh&truc-
tion” already includes or refers to the word “mayinlt re-
places the word “occupation” in the current sectwith the

| have a question in the second paragraphvord “occupancy” as “occupancy” is also now usethi bill.

In terms of specific penalties, | am now award3aflding
Standards Act

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister make an undertak-
ing to provide a written answer to the questioradegislative
return if one of the officials who is with her doest have an
answer to that question at the moment?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | understand there are no penalties
under theBuilding Standards Acbut keep in mind that the
biggest penalty would be not approving the perihitgether.

Clause 6 agreed to

On Clause 7

Ms. Moorcroft: These amendments to tBeectrical
Protection Actspeak to carbon monoxide detectors, and I'm
just wondering if the minister can speak to whateotproblems
these amendments to tRé&ectrical Protection Actre intended

This subsection states that an inspecto address.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, primarily this provi-
sion refers to a couple of things. One is providoharity. It's
nothing substantive in terms of changing the intdrtheElec-
trical Protection Act but provides added clarity that is consis-
tent with this act. Second is that when one isngikiut an elec-
trical permit, it provides the ability for an insgi®n to be
undertaken, which will ensure a carbon monoxidectet and
smoke alarm are also included within the househiblds an
added provision in ensuring compliance.

Clause 7 agreed to

On Clause 8

Clause 8 agreed to

On Clause 9
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Clause 9 agreed to $10,000 and a continuing offence of not more thad@ a
On Clause 10 day.

Clause 10 agreed to Clause 21 agreed to

On Clause 11 On Clause 22

Clause 11 agreed to Clause 22 agreed to

On Clause 12 On Clause 23

Clause 12 agreed to Clause 23 agreed to

On Clause 13 On Title

Clause 13 agreed to Title agreed to

On Clause 14

Clause 14 agreed to Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | move that Bill No.
On Clause 15 57, entitledOil-Fired Appliance Safety Statutory Amendment
Clause 15 agreed to Act, be reported without amendment at this time.

On Clause 16 Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the Chair
Clause 16 agreed to report Bill No. 57 without amendment.

On Clause 17 Motion agreed to

Clause 17 agreed to

On Clause 18 Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | move that the
Clause 18 agreed to Speaker do now resume the Chair.

On Clause 19 Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Ms. Moorcroft:
to code violation, and the next section repealsifipoffences.
Can the minister speak about the penalties thatedror viola-
tions when it comes to fire prevention and buildatgndards?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I’'m assuming that we're referring
to section 21 — is that correct — clause 21?

Chair: We’'re currently on clause 19.

Clause 19 agreed to

On Clause 20

Clause 20 agreed to

On Clause 21

Ms. Moorcroft: It's nice to be recognized by the
Chair, although | hear some members opposite attegnjo
clear the line before | can ask yet another questio

| understand there was previously a penalty thavided
for a small fine — a $200 fine — for having dooosked in a
large capacity building. These sections — bothisest21 and
22 — change the penalties and replace those ssatitth new
penalties. For example, the first one is obstractla like the
minister to speak about how they set those pesalte fire
prevention and for building standards and the whgy did to
determine this needed to be amended and whatdtezidards
are.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The previous penalty was quite
outdated. | didn't actually recognize how outdaitedias until
the fire marshal brought it to our attention. Se ttew provi-
sions within the act as proposed are significahibher and
they do reflect the City of Whitehorse’s fire bylawhich came
into force and effect in 2000 or around there, asderstand.

Again the provision also goes on to say that ifdffence
was a continuing offence instead of a single incidéhere is
that provision to add $1,000 per day. That's alde@h specifi-
cally from theOccupational Health and Safety Asgtnalties.

Ms. Moorcroft: I think it is certainly timely that a
penalty of $25 for a violation of the act is novelieased where
there is a summary conviction to a fine of not mdthan

| believe it is this section that speaks Speaker resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to
Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 57, entitl&il-Fired Appliance Safety
Statutory Amendment Acand directed me to report the bill
without amendment.

Speaker: You've heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.



