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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, May 1, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Sexual Assault Prevention Month

Hon. Ms. Taylor: On behalf of the Yukon govern-
ment and the Independent member, | rise todayydrjiaute to
Sexual Assault Prevention Month and to pay tribotell of
the many people who work to eradicate sexualizedence
and to those who educate the public about violemzksexual
assault.

The territories have consistently recorded the édgghates
of violence against women in the country. Ratesefual as-
sault and intimate partner violence against women raany
times higher than those of the provinces. Populaticthe ter-
ritories is significantly younger on average andisonsistent
risk factor for victimization.

According to Statistics Canada, one woman in terdters
a sexual assault in her life. Compared to the pieBs, rates of
sexual offences are two to three times higher ikoru Fe-
males continue to be the most likely victims inip@lreported
spousal violence, accounting for 83 percent ofiwist com-
pared to 17 percent males. Statistics further detnate that 80
percent of victims of sexual assaults knew thegregsor and
that less than 10 percent of sexual assaults amtesl to the
police.

Statistics like these can help us understand therisg and
the prevalence of sexual assault, but statistin& tell us how
it feels to experience violence, nor can theyuslwhat it feels
like to be blamed for being a victim of violence.

their children in their relationships with othefithe book will

be distributed throughout Yukon to parents and gisegs

through existing programs and services. The WomBirsc-

torate is also releasing a series of posters asopahe youth
component under the “Am | the Solution?” campaighe se-
ries of posters depict statistics on violence agaivomen and
girls and invite boys and girls to change theiitadies and their
behaviours. Posters are specifically designed &ehreyoung
individuals, 13 to 17 years of age, and will betrilisited to

youth at youth-friendly spaces throughout the teryi

“Shifting the social response” is the theme of thar's
campaign being organized by women'’s organizatiowsaher
partners throughout the territory. The Victoria Kkaer
Women'’s Centre, Les EssentiElles and many commuyuaity-
ners designed this year's campaign to promote peopleflect
on their response to sexualized assault and hosewevork to
not only better support victims, but how we allypka part to
bringing an end to sexualized assault.

Two series of posters will be distributed throughthe
territory, one that targets potential offenders dnel second
that aims to change individual social responsesatdwictims
of sexualized violence. A variety of public evemtdl also be
offered to encourage discussion, education andracin sexu-
alized assault and the social response througheumbonth of
May, including a public forum on the issue of sbameedia and
sexualized assault.

Display booths can also be found at a number ofipub
places, including the Fireweed Market, Canada GaGedre
and others. | encourage all Yukoners to drop bgdtend other
booths and to take a pledge on paper and joindlees of men
and women who speak out against sexualized violencair
community.

On behalf of the Yukon government, | would liketh@ank
all the individuals, the organizations and the mémyt-line
agencies involved in these and ongoing effortsugihout the
year.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the
Liberal caucus and the Official Opposition to reciag Sexual
Assault Prevention Month.

Sexual assault is far more common than most wousd s

As governments, organizations, communities and-indipect. Sexual assault or rape can happen to ansegerdless of

viduals, we all share in the responsibility to wadgether to
address sexualized violence and to support those héve
experienced it. The government is acknowledgingu8eAs-
sault Prevention Month, both through assistancevamen’s
organizations to deliver programming and through own
anti-violence social marketing campaign called “Athe Solu-
tion?” The social marketing campaign was launchgdaa and
a half ago with display ads and posters and a featepage.
Last year, radio advertisements were heard on Y ulagiio
stations.

The “Am | the Solution?” social marketing campailge-
gins its second phase this Friday, with the lauvofch unique
and creative book featuring anti-violence messadorgpre-
school childrenOnly You or Yous intended to help parents
and caregivers discuss feelings and pro-social vietnawith

gender, age, ability, sexual orientation, gendentity, socio-
economic status or race. Every day across the ggumten,
women and children suffer the pain and trauma &figleas-
sault. Fifty-one percent of Canadian women repaxtifig ex-
perienced one incident of physical or sexual viokegince the
age of 16.

Of every 100 incidents of sexual assault, only aie re-
ported to the police. Of sexual assault survivol®wlo not
report to the police, 44 percent state that it esause of their
concerns about the system.

Many victims and survivors suffer in silence, fegriretri-
bution, humiliation or lack of support. Victims séxual assault
are some of the most vulnerable and silent peaplsotiety.
The trauma of sexual assault can leave scars thar rfully
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heal and many survivors experience depression,aiegsuici-
dal feelings.

Sexual assault not only harms the victims, butsib @am-
ages families, communities and our way of life. Kdeg coun-
selling support in a safe place can help familied &ictims
understand and validate how the assault or abuséimacted
their lives. Through counselling they can let gotloé guilt,
anger and shame felt by so many victims and begfedl em-
powered, stronger and hopeful of their future.

Though we have come very far in our fight to redseg-
ual violence, the prevalence of sexual assault iresnan af-
front to our national conscience that we cannobignlt vio-
lates the fundamental rights and safety of theqreatong with
their physical and psychological integrity. We mdstmore to
raise awareness of the realities of sexual asaadlto educate
communities and individuals on how to prevent séxie-
lence. We must reaffirm our commitment to contihuah-
prove our prevention programs, build public awassnand
improve our effectiveness in addressing the neédsirvivors
of sexual assault. We must focus on preventingewicdé by
changing attitudes and beliefs that perpetuatdyt.joining
together we can pledge to never commit, condonesimain
silent about sexual violence at any time, and hiogaut an end
to this devastating crime.

Today we pay tribute to those victims who throughitt
strength and courage have survived and are thersufgport
for other victims. We thank the many NGOs and agenc
throughout the Yukon who are at the forefront foit support
and for their counselling. We'd like to thank theorft-line
workers and the counsellors for their hard worleirtliedica-
tion and for their ongoing efforts in raising awaess for sex-
ual assault prevention and for being there, helgegfamilies,
and in turn, healing lives.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Mont h

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today to ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing May as gt Scle-
rosis Awareness Month. At 12:30 today, the Preraret | had
the opportunity to raise the flag in commemoratmithis
awareness month, and we were joined at that timesdmye
people sitting in the gallery today — Joanne JoBigscilla
Quinn, Judy Peach and Alan Macklon. Florence Rebkesas
gone to another of her volunteer organizations wsdprtu-
nately, she wasn't able to join us today. We hadpleasure of
raising a flag in commemoration of awareness o disease.

Multiple sclerosis is a complex, chronic and oftiabili-
tating disease of the brain and spinal cord. Wihifaost often
affects young adults between the ages of 15 angedfs, chil-
dren as young as three have been diagnosed with/\itE.an
estimated 55,000 to 75,000 Canadians living with, & the
most common neurological disease affecting youngitedn
Canada. The unpredictable effects of MS last dirife, and
while the majority of people living with the diseaare diag-
nosed with relapse-remitting MS, more than halfl @évelop
secondary progressive MS within 10 years of the@giosis,
and 90 percent will develop secondary progressi& within
25 years of their diagnosis.

Fortunately, the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Caadnas
been a leader in offering services that enable Ipeadfected by
MS to enhance their quality of life and deal witte tissues
related to the disease. These services includeatecinforma-
tion about MS, support and consultation, self-tgglpups, edu-
cational workshops, individual advocacy, equipnm@alvision,
and social and recreational activities. Local comities re-
quire these resources as well, since Canada hasf tine high-
est rates of MS in the world. In Yukon, we estimabbeut 150
individuals are living with MS.

The thing with MS is that it affects each persdifiedently
and changes from day to day. A person can feet gimea day
and then extremely fatigued or experience doubsgoni the
next. For people living with progressive MS, theyimptoms
may worsen from day to day. This is part of thesozawe con-
tributed to the Saskatchewan clinical trials onMtf liberation
procedure.

I would now also like to point out that on Juneh@ tocal
MS Society will host the annual Scotiabank MS Walkis
walk will raise funds and awareness to help supjgokoners
who have been affected by MS, while at the same fimding
groundbreaking research into the cause and cufésoflisease.

Multiple sclerosis is challenging and life-changisgd we
all have a role to play in providing support anelseg an-
swers. | would hope that all members would now jaia in
welcoming the members of the MS Society who ar@djwvith
the disease.

Applause

In recognition of Asian Heritage Month

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise today on behalf of the gov-
ernment and on behalf of the Independent membpayarib-
ute to Asian Heritage Month and the contributiorAsfan Ca-
nadians to Yukon. The Government of Canada signedffa
cial declaration in May 2002 declaring May as Askeritage
Month in Canada. This is an opportunity for useéoagnize the
important contributions people of Asian descentehmade in
all aspects of Canadian life, from sports to athusiness.

This is true here in Yukon where history reveabt thany
Asians settled in the territory and made signiftcempact in
their communities. In 2007 in honour of Asian Hage Month,
Yukon Archives partnered with the Yukon Human Rght
Commission to recognize the lives of Asian Canagliam
Yukon. With additional support from the Nationals&siation
of Japanese Canadians, they created an exhibitiighting
many exceptional individuals who are part of ousrant and
fascinating history. | would like to highlight twaf these indi-
viduals.

Masayuki Sakata was born in Japan in approximdi@8g
and arrived in Dawson City with his parents in 1907t.
Sakata became a well-known entrepreneur with restésl in
Dawson, Mayo and Keno. He set up a lunch program fo
schoolchildren in Dawson City and worked for thedawell
Yukon Company. Mr. Sakata was a respected membdreof
community who became a member of the Yukon Order of
Pioneers in 1969.

Another exceptional Asian Canadian was engineer Jim
Quong, who left an unforgettable mark on the teryis early
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road infrastructure. Originally from Vancouver, MQuong
arrived in Yukon to build bridges for the U.S. Arrdyring the
construction of the Alaska Highway during the Setd¥orld
War. In addition to the 134 bridges he helped hiMd Quong
took thousands of photos, not only of bridges bsb af peo-
ple, events and communities.

Mr. Quong and Mr. Sakata are two of the many ASian
nadians who chose Yukon as their home and in deinteft
lasting legacies we remember to this day.

As Yukon continues to develop, prosper and grow,
continue to welcome people from Asia and othersaftthe
world. In the process, Yukon is changing for thétdreas our
culture grows more diverse.

| would like to thank the Japanese Canadian Astoniaf
Yukon, the Multicultural Centre of the Yukon, thear@adian
Filipino Association of the Yukon, and the Hiddenstdry
group of Yukon — just to name a few — for providingany
opportunities for Yukoners to celebrate Asian Caearasl this
May. | encourage everyone to take part in the evant exhi-
bitions taking place to commemorate Asian Heritigeth in
Yukon.

At this time | would also like to recognize and bathe
members of this Assembly join me in welcoming a feem-
bers to our gallery: Chaofeng Zhang is here reptesg the
Chinese community with Charmaine Cheung, and wétheyp-
resenting the Canadian Filipino Association of Yuoks the
president, Yvonne Clarke, and with her is Mike Bugteso
from the new Flight Pass travel agency here in @dtse.
Welcome.

Applause

Ms. Stick:
to pay tribute to Asian Heritage Month, which issebved in
Canada throughout the month of May. In Decembed 26fler
almost 100 years of significant contribution to t@wth of
Canada’s social, economic and political vigour, 8enate of
Canada passed a motion officially designating MayAaian

scent and ancestry. Like many of us, they have doene from
other places, including China, Japan, the Philiggpinindia,
Pakistan, Vietham, Cambodia — this is but a paligal They
have come here to raise families, establish bus@ses/olun-
teer and grow our communities. They are our phgaii our
tai chi instructors, our friends, our neighboursr children’s
music teacher and their soccer coaches.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-

weus to pay tribute to Asian Heritage Month. In 200% Gov-

ernment of Canada signed an official declaratiomesignate
May as Asian Heritage Month, and over the yeairsad be-
come a national festival. The history of Asian irgration to

Canada can be traced back to more than 150 yearsadugn

Chinese workers arrived on the west coast and gowerkers
to build the Pacific Railway in the mid-f@entury. Asian Ca-
nadians not only physically helped to build Canaulat, also
culturally enriched its diversity, which has becoare impor-
tant characteristic of this country and of our mos#sian

Heritage Month offers the opportunity for Canadidnsen-

hance their understanding and appreciation, anebratle the
beauty and wisdom of the rich culture, heritage &aditions

of the Asian communities. Canada’s cultural divgrstrength-
ens the country’s social, political, and economynimumerable
ways. Asian Canadians bring to our society manguages,
new ethnicities and religious traditions.

Men and women from these countries have contribtdged
every aspect of Canadian life, from arts to scietacsports,
business and government. Asian Heritage Monthkigdge to
connect different societies in community buildinglao under-
stand and to learn from one another. It is a woetbinowl-

| rise on behalf of the Official Opposition edgement of the long and rich history of Asian GCharas and

is a cause to celebrate the continuing growth andperity of
our nation.

In recognition of International Workers’ Day
Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-

Heritage Month. Asian Heritage Month promotes Carsd tion to pay proud tribute to all workers in recdgm of May

diversity. It offers all Canadians an opportunityléarn more
about the history of Asian Canadians and to ackedgé and
celebrate their contributions to growth and ecomoprosper-
ity.

Canada’s history of contact with Asians from Chidapan
and south Asia has not always been a positive \bfee must
remember the head tax imposed on Chinese workeheitast
century and the forceable removal of the Japanaseliés
from the west coast during the Second World Wae Hbma-

gata Mary a ship with hundreds of south Asian immigrants

was turned away from Vancouver Harbour in 1914. &l
these actions, however, have resulted in formaloges from
the Government of Canada.

The Yukon also has a long history with this comntyunt
the beginning of the gold rush, there is a recaydiry the
Northwest Mounted Police of a Japanese individuaksing
the Chilkoot. By 1901, over 80 Japanese individwadse liv-
ing in the Yukon. Since then, Yukon has continueds¢e a
growing population of individuals and families ofsian de-

Day, International Workers’ Day. It is importantrfois, as
North Americans, to remember the origins of the kumenefits
we all expect today. In 1886, during an era ofdadpdustriali-

zation, Chicago became the centre of a nationalemewt for
an eight-hour work day. A series of mass strikex tplace in
Chicago in May, followed by a peaceful meeting oayMt by

labour activists calling for reforms. The meetingled when a
bomb was thrown. Three workers who weren’t everthat
meeting were hanged. This travesty was used tckathe la-

bour movement, and May Day was eventually replacecan-

ada and the United States with our September holidd a-

bour Day, hiding the real facts of the May Day.

The labour movement more than a century ago gavkeus
right to an eight-hour working day, minimum wag&s$aand
safer workplaces. Social policies such as old-agesions,
veterans’ benefits, unemployment insurance and caegligrew
from this movement and have benefited everyonejusttun-
ionized workers.

Workers today face serious issues. Pensions aner oth

benefits are being set aside in the interest gbikgecompanies
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in profit. Layoffs, contracting out and privatizati threaten to
erode what were once secure working arrangememgan-

ing unions to protect workers’ rights in big busses like
Wal-Mart is a battle that has yet to be won. Pametwork

without benefits is becoming the norm. It is shagkio realize
that keeping the hard-fought rights won by a pa&stegation is
as much a problem today as obtaining them was enfitkt

place.

Today, our financial systems do not protect theraye
worker. The global financial collapse several yeage has
given rise to the current austerity movement, wiptdctes the
burden on the average worker for our strugglingneates
while rewarding those at the top. The top Cana@B® makes
the average worker’s salary in three hours of tts ¥orking
day of each year. Even if they drive their compaoward
bankruptcy, fail their shareholders and leave wsrkenem-
ployed, CEOs often walk away with packages wortHionis
of dollars. As a former CEO of DuPont once saidone else
gets paid excessively when they fail; they getdfire

We must also be vigilant of workers’ safety in therk-
place. In mid-April an explosion at a fertilizeraplt in Texas
killed 17 people and destroyed dozens of surroghdiomes.
Despite storing highly explosive substances, tlaatphad not
been inspected for almost 30 years. Last week drc&af0
workers died in Bangladesh when a garment facttogkbcol-
lapsed. Deep cracks in the walls had prompted @dticorder
an evacuation of the factory the day before, bet féictory
owners ignored this and kept their 2,000 employeaking.

Last week the MLA for Takhini-Kopper King remembere
Yukoners who had lost their lives at work in theyl@& Mourn-
ing tribute. She called for continued commitmentpiotect
people from further harm. As she said, “I don’t was to be
living under a cloud of “what ifs” with fear of lgang the
house.” “No one should live with that threat of dJd®oming
over their heads, but despite all advancementsakemvork-
places safer, this is still a sad reality.”

Today on May Day we stand in solidarity with therme
and women, youth and seniors, organized and ncanored
workers who continue to struggle for the good oéllis

In recognition of National Youth Week

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today on behalf of the gov-
ernment and the Independent member to pay trilouational
Youth Week, which takes place May 1 to 7. NatiowWaluth
Week is an annual celebration across this courtgpoth and
their active participation in the community. In Yarkwe have
an exceptional group of youth involved in sporiardatic and
performing arts, civic engagement, volunteerism &atler-
ship; we have three cross-country skiers on Casaudational
team; we have youth across the territory who lbad peers in
recreation activities; we have students who areoeakes for
human rights and are engaged in the democratiepsoc

Yukon youth have visited the Legislature, eithemay of
their school class or to represent organizatioractivities that
they take part in or to express their views abssués. This

program fund. These programs support projects ngnfiom
recreational activities, to after-school progratoskirst Nation
cultural programs. This government also providesrational
funding to Bringing Youth Towards Equality or BYTHye
Boys and Girls Club of Whitehorse and the YouthTofday
Society.

We recognize youth through outstanding youth aahiev
ment awards, which will be reintroduced this y&drey will be
presented this summer to youth who are involvedhigir
communities in constructive and positive ways. Ritits will
receive $250 and a poster will be created withrthhbto and
their achievements to be distributed within thedmenunity.
To celebrate National Youth Week, the Yukon govezntis
Youth Directorate, in partnership with BYTE, wilbkt lunch-
time barbeques at secondary schools in Whitehorse.

Our youth are our future and | ask that all memloérthis
House join me in recognizing youth, young Yukonansl the
National Youth Week.

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
and the Third Party to celebrate National Youth Wee

In Canada the term “youth” encompasses everyorma fro
the ages of 13 straight through to 24. If we pdosea second
to think about it, we all know incredible youth amal us.
Youth Week is a chance for us as community leatteiele-
brate these incredible individuals, their succeszed their
dedication to our communities. It allows us to igae and
thank them for their active participation in makiogr commu-
nities more welcoming, more inclusive and more aittrplaces
to live.

Youth — those vibrant young souls who are sometimes
colourful, sometimes fashion-forward, sometimesarmius
and, to those of us who have forgotten what it® lio be a
teenager, occasionally baffling. These young peaptea cru-
cial asset to the fabric of Canadian communitiesungy people
often learn the valuable skills of growing up thgbithe activi-
ties in which they are actively involved in theme away from
school or work. We've all had the good fortune eking
young people come into their own on an ice rinksagcer
pitch, a ski hill, a dance studio, a skate parkwamming pool
or a bicycle. We have seen them grow wings of iedéepnce
through art, drama and music. We have seen therelaev
compassion through volunteerism and helping oth¥mith
volunteer in our communities as coaches for youwédren.
They volunteer with the elderly, with Special Olyicg with
dance studios, with martial arts studios, aftemstiprograms,
drama programs and all manner of things in-between.

Mr. Speaker, we in the Yukon are not only gracethvi-
credible youth, we are also graced with great yartfaniza-
tions that focus on the health, happiness and beilg of our
next generation. So | would like to thank and aciWedge
them all for the hard work they do: The Boys andi<GClub,
Bringing Youth Towards Equality, the Youth of Tod&gciety,
the Skookum Jim Friendship Centre, the Learnincabilgies
Association of Yukon, the Literacy Coalition, Bigdhers Big

government is proud to support our youth and th@-no Sisters of Yukon, Sport Yukon, the City of Whitebemrecrea-

governmental organizations working with them thiouthe
youth investment fund and the youth leadership actiities
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tion department, and recreation directors in athownities all
over the territory.

A big thank you to all members of our community who
through their time and energy, encourage, elevadevalue the
youth in our communities. To all youth, we salutaiyfor be-
ing awesome. Thank you.

Applause

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

Petitions.
PETITIONS
Petition No. 12 — received
Clerk: Mr. Speaker and honourable members of the

Assembly, | have had the honour to review a peijtioeing
Petition No. 12 of the First Session of thé*3&gislative As-
sembly, as presented by the Member for Watson bakapril
30, 2013. The petition meets the requirements ésrto of the
Standing Orders of the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Speaker:  Accordingly, | declare Petition No. 12 read
and received. Pursuant to Standing Order 67, thecliike
Council shall provide a response to a petition,cltias been
read and received, within eight sitting days ofptesentation.
Therefore, the Executive Council’s response totidatiNo. 12
shall be provided on or before Tuesday, May 143201

Are there any other petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) continue to work in cooperation with the Saieat
Army to provide transitional housing for those widuals la-
belled as “hard to house”;

(2) continue to work with the Salvation Army in &iing a
new site for their homeless shelter;

(3) recognize the Salvation Army as a local
governmental organization;

(4) recognize the long history and good work tthat $al-
vation Army has done; and

(5) recognize that the Salvation Army operates Wthit
horse’s only homeless shelter and its only halfivayse.

Ms. Hanson:
tion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly expresses:

(1) sympathy and support for the workers killeguiad or
affected by garment building collapse in Bangladast their
families;

(2) solidarity with the efforts of Bangladeshi werk, un-
ion activists and progressive legislators trying itoprove
working conditions in the garment sector; and

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

(3) commitment to ensuring purchasing policies loé t
Yukon government and our personal consumer choéces
ethical and have not been produced in exploitatorelitions.

Mr. Silver: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop an action plan to address the fallout frontlatal Amer-
ica’s decision to cut tours to the Kluane region.

Mr. Elias: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canad@&éi s
unanimous approval in writing by the parties todwet a com-
prehensive review and negotiate subsequent amertsitoetine
1985Porcupine Caribou Management Agreement

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Questionre:  Young worker safety

Ms. Hanson: In October 2008, four and a half years
ago, Steve Cardiff introduced tiYeung Worker Protection Act
in order to increase safety for Yukon's young waoskéy,
among other things, prohibiting young workers fremploy-
ment in certain industries. Years ago, this govenmntommit-
ted to establishing minimum ages to protect yourggkers.
They set a deadline of January 1, 2011, which plssgout
any action. At this time last year, we heard tha YYukon
Party government was reviewing things and, “Whenreuview
of recommendations is completed, we will bring fards ap-
propriate regulations at that time.”

Will the government release the results of theawvan-
nounced one year ago and give some indication enwhkgu-
lations will be brought forward to protect youngnkers?

Hon. Mr. Graham: At the present time we are still
completing our consultation work. We expect thatha very
near future it will be finished, and once that nd we will
bring forward regulation changes. At this point & not
ready to bring them forward.

Ms. Hanson: | remind the minister that there was con-

NON-gyltation. There were some contentious issues,thrre are

many areas of complete agreement: “A large majaitpoth

employers and parents feel that there should bdmum

working ages for certain occupations and workplacegsspe-
cially those that are perceived as having moresrieskd dan-
gers.”

This is not the NDP’s analysis. It is written iretintroduc-
tion of the consultation report. The Yukon Partys Haoken
their promise. There has been no review, no reiguiatare
forthcoming, and they have broken their promiseptotect
young workers. The Yukon will continue to be in non
compliance with Article 7.1 of the International daur Or-
ganization Convention 138.

They don’t seem to care and are putting our childae
risk. How can this government claim to care abouitly and
young worker safety when its lack of action andkleroprom-
ises on minimum wages —
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Speaker:  Order. The member’s time has elapsed.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I would answer the preambile;
however, that would take me much more time thandllotted
here today.

We do take the issue of young worker safety vemy se
ously. A code of practice for orientation, trainiagd supervi-
sion of young workers came into effect in 2010s Ibeing suc-
cessfully implemented. Proposed draft regulaticass,| said
before, are being considered by the governmentré\einsult-
ing with a number of industries. There are a nundfevery
tough questions that have to be answered. We wveantake
sure that, before we bring this legislation forwatd the right
legislation for the Yukon.

Ms. Hanson: Let’s just review what the real situation
is. In the Yukon, children aged 17 to as younghs-1because
really there is no minimum age — are permitted trkwin
construction, drilling for the oil and gas industworking in an
enclosed or confined space, manufacturing, workingscaf-
folding and swing stages, mining exploration, sprgypesti-
cides and removing asbestos.

There has been some progress because the Workars’ C
pensation Health and Safety Board seems to gassioe, but
this government just doesn’t seem to care aboutyaorkers’
safety. Young workers are at the most high riskwithe&omes
to injury on the job and the Yukon government idlfully
permitting young workers to work in some of the mbigh-
risk industries.

Yukoners want an explanation. Why does this govemtm
refuse to take action to protect young workers?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again, the number of incor-
rect allegations made during the preamble woule tale a
month to address. However, | must once again itelita the
member opposite that the code of conduct for caiém, su-
pervision and training of young workers has beeartsssfully
implemented and is in operation in the territonhefe are
minimum ages, contrary to what the member oppasiid, for
some industries in the territory at the presentetiomder the
OH&S regulations, and we will continue to carefutlgnsult
with all of the necessary businesses and orgaoizatin the
territory. We also have to make sure that everyorgerstands
that parents have a certain obligation in this whmlocess as
well. | know of a number of instances in small Inesises
where parents have allowed their children to wankl & has
not only been successful, but it has been veryradgaous for
both the children and the people who own the bgsine

design to reduce costs and that this was an exaofjeprov-
ing project management.

This week, the Minister of Justice told this Hodlat the
arrest processing unit will only be 25 metres squavlir.
Speaker, it would appear that the concrete padherarrest
processing unit was already built and that thiscoete pad had
in-floor heating throughout. Can the Minister ofgHivays and
Public Works tell this House if the heated concetéd for the
arrest processing unit is the same size as thesiggal arrest
processing unit building?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, over the last year, the
Department of Justice, working with the DepartmeihHigh-
ways and Public Works, conducted a review of ttepscand
design parameters of the arrest processing unit fidview
was conducted to determine whether a modified desayld
be developed, which reduces cost yet still meeatsnieds of
the arrest processing unit and program standards.

That review has led to a modification in designtfoe ar-
rest processing unit, which will continue to méwet high stan-
dards for safe and secure custody at the WhitehGoseec-
tional Centre.

We expect to be able to go to a tender in the wesar fu-
ture, working with the Department of Highways andbic
Works, as well as Justice. We're working togetherehsure
that we are ready for the next building season.

Ms. Moorcroft: According to sources, the new 25-
metre-square size of the arrest processing uaitresult of the
government’s latest redesign, and this redesigmpédragd after
the heated concrete slab was poured. It has als® ¢o our
attention that the new building design is only Hhk size of
the heated concrete slab. Since this concreteislabated and
the new building size will not cover the curreratsl the gov-
ernment will now have to re-do the entire heatiggtesm as
you cannot heat the slab outside of the buildingekpe.

Almost $1.3 million has been spent on design, rigdes
concrete slab and an in-floor heating system thihine longer
work. Will the minister tell this House the realst® of fixing
this new problem with the redesigned arrest procgamit?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As | mentioned in my first response,
over the last year working with the Department dftivays
and Public Works, and Justice, we have conductediaw of
the scope and the design of the arrest processimghat is to
be attached to the Whitehorse Correctional Certizelieve
that that is a very responsible approach from goigernment,
as we didn’t want that construction getting outahd and we

The member opposite would have you believe that alvant to move ahead in a fiscally responsible manfieat re-

young worker occupations in the territory are daoge and of
no use whatsoever to the individual and that’s §irmot the
case, Mr. Speaker. Had she done the kind of catgritthat
we have done, she would find out that it's not ctatgly a
black-and-white situation.

Speaker:  The member’s time has elapsed.

Question re:  Arrest processing unit

Ms. Moorcroft:
the arrest processing unit, the Minister of Highsvaypd Public
Works proudly boasted that this government had freztlthe

When | last raised the construction of

view was conducted to determine indeed whether fieodi
design could be developed, which reduces cosishage men-
tioned, yet still meets the high program standafdhe arrest
processing unit at the Whitehorse Correctional feerwe are
moving forward with the project and we’re expectedjo to a
tender in the very near future.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would thank the minister for his re-
sponse, but it certainly wasn’t an answer to mystjoa. Here
again we have an example of how this Yukon Partyego
ment mismanages Yukon taxpayers’ dollars.
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In the spring of 2012, the government said in thause
that the arrest processing unit would hopefullyrbeady and
open by fall of 2012. That date has come and pagded mil-
lion has been spent. The government is now sugggesiiat
tenders might be going out later this spring. Ndw ¥ukon
Party government, we find out, has built a heatedcrete-slab
foundation for the arrest processing unit that wat work.

Does the Minister of Highways and Public Works Iseal
believe that these costly mistakes and delays ildibg the
arrest processing unit at the Whitehorse Correati@entre is
an example of improving project management, asdie is
this House earlier this sitting?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | do not have any hand signals
for you, like the member opposite.

This is quite disappointing to hear this from thembers
opposite. During the budget debate on JusticeMiméster of
Justice spoke to the time frame. We are goingriddeas soon
as we can here on this this spring and we are dgoingprk on
it. The good work that has been done by the govenmram-
ployees — we hear from Yukoners all the time abmeing
fiscally responsible, not going overbudget.

In December 2011, the Member for Copperbelt South

criticized this government for being overbudget arproject
and the project that she was criticizing was eyastiat we are
talking about. Earlier this year she criticizedfasbeing over-
budget.

What does the member opposite want us to do? Dues s

want us to go overbudget? Does she want to bdlfisespon-
sible?

Mr. Speaker, Yukoners want us to be fiscally resjda.
We’'re going to build this and it will hopefully Heished this
fall, and we look forward to it. We want to be fidly responsi-
ble and that's why we’re working diligently with gmurement
and doing what is best for Yukoners.

Question re:  Tombstone Territorial Park
management
Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, | attended

public meeting about thEombstone Territorial Park Manage-
ment Plan It requires a review three years after the plaps
proval and that is what is happening this spring.

One of the issues that was raised at the meetisgsearch

and rescue in the park. The park management coeamitt

drafted its recommendations that Yukon develop legguns
necessary to fully implement the park’s managerpéant. This
will help manage the park and ensure public safety.

The current policy of the government is “hiker begva
The Department of Environment’s website warns efisitand |
qguote: “Yukon Parks staff do not have the capamityesponsi-
bility for initiating search and rescue.”

Inevitably, the Klondike Search and Rescue Assmgiat
and the RCMP are involved in any rescue. As thebmrmof
visitors continue to increase, so will the numbkpeople who
will encounter problems. How does the governmeiain pio
address this concern?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:

a great example of collaboration between the gowerm and
First Nations with regard to a park in the terytor

Mr. Speaker, the Tombstone Park is;

Of course, this year, as the member opposite netedre
conducting a review of that plan in conjunctiontwiiur plan-
ning partners, the First Nations. A number of isshave come
up through that process that suggest we will hawvedake some
changes throughout the coming years, perhaps.

One of the things that we've noted is the fairlamatic
rise in attendance at that park and the visitaéibthe interpre-
tive centre. So we've seen a fairly strong incréasaterest of
Yukoners and visitors to the territory in attenditigt park.
We’'ll have to make decisions about the services &na pro-
vided in that park, in conjunction with our Firsafibn plan-
ning partners.

So with regard to the specific issue of search @sdue
and hiker safety, those are, of course, in the asixvell, and
we’ll given them due consideration and thought, Ibatnot in
a position to commit to a specific program at thise.

Mr. Silver: One of the draft recommendations for the

new Tombstone Park management plan is that regokatbe
drafted to ensure public safety. There is no phaplace now to
deal with search and rescue situations when thieg a+ steep
embankments, specifically.
The City of Dawson is bringing a resolution to trenual
general meeting of Yukon municipalities that is @ognup this
weekend. It addresses the broader issues of saarthescue
capabilities in rural Yukon and raises the issuduofling and
community involvement.

KSARA, the Klondike Search and Rescue Associatian,
be a part of the solution to this problem. It nebdkp to coor-
dinate search and rescue planning, and its memkers access
to training. The current approach, which is simfiiijker be-
ware” is a recipe for disaster. We should not waitl a trag-
edy occurs. What is the government doing to addi@ssgap
in search and rescue coverage?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said earlier, we are always
working with First Nations, our planning partneis,manage a
number of parks throughout the territory, and Inpaut that
the Yukon has the second highest percentage céqient areas

4n the country. So we have a lot of area to managd,we do

that collaboratively with the respective First Nai in respec-
tive areas. So, in this particular case, we arekingrwith the
Tr'ondék Hwéch’in First Nation to manage the Tonons&t
Territorial Park. We've made significant investneemt that
park throughout the years, including the buildinfgwhat |
would consider an absolutely phenomenal buildintheinter-
pretive centre there, and we are always takingpadb ensure
that our parks are safe and that Yukoners havegpertunity
to enjoy them safely, as do visitors to this tersit

So, again, with regard to the specific managemésm-p
ning of the park, those are actions that we'll da@onjunction
with First Nations and we are currently reviewihg fplan as a
whole in conjunction with that First Nation, sotlife issue of
search and rescue is something that comes outfispligj as
the member opposite has noted, then we will hawdetd with
that.
That is something we will have to work with our fpers
in planning to develop how best to respond and \skatices
to provide in that park.
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Mr. Silver:
responsible. I'm sure that Tr'ondék Hwéch’in widysthe exact
same thing — that KSARA is definitely part of thelgion.
I'm flagging this issue for the minister for spécifeason. Visi-
tation in that park, as he mentioned, has increassdl in 2012
there were over 12,000 visitors to the park. Th&'pasolation
is what makes it both attractive and dangerouseasame time.
When visitors can do their best to prepare anddbe, shere
still will continue to be accidents, and we needdoour best to
be prepared.

At the meeting | attended earlier this year, thess con-
cern about the lack of a plan for search and resewsnd that
was at the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in Cultural Centre. I'ooking for
a commitment from this government that will addréss prob-
lem. The park’s management plan suggests new témnga
might be in order for this to happen.

Is this government going to respond positivelytte tec-
ommendation, and when might we expect an answartdbe
improved search and rescue capabilities in TomlesRark?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: What | can commit to is that we will
respond positively to all recommendations that aeeive. On
some of them, of course, we will have to consult @lanning
partners and the Trondék Hwéch'in.

So, at this time, | can’t commit to a specific ridion, but
what | can say is that we take the recommendatioatscome
out of this process very seriously and will giverthdue con-
sideration and thought as we move forward with Troenb-
stone Territorial Park management. Of course,lléaid and as
the member noted, this is a park that has seearaalic rise in
visitation over the years and is really a gem ia thrritory
when it comes to attracting visitors as well asigehattractant
for Yukoners to get out and enjoy Yukon’s excepdioanvi-
ronment and wilderness.

When it comes to ensuring that Yukoners and visitdike
are safe in the territory, of course that is a fitgdfor us, but
when it comes to the specific regulations, | canéke a com-
mitment at this time. What | can say is that I'tntinue to
work with the Trondék Hwéch’in to ensure that temb-
stone Territorial Park is properly managed.

Question re: Porcupine Caribou Management
Agreement amendments

Mr. Elias: Right from the very first page to the last
page of the 1985 Canadidorcupine Caribou Management
Agreementthere are a multitude of outdated and stale elus
that do not reflect today’s realities. As managgrghe Porcu-
pine caribou herd, we simply cannot be the bestwleacan be
with what amount to old, ineffective and outdatexlerning
documents. We owe it to the herd and to future marsgato
conduct a formal comprehensive review of the 1B88upine
Caribou Management Agreemefte all committed to stand-
ing strong for the health of the Porcupine caribeud, even if
it means challenging the times and our partnerstakidg on
some hard work. There is an opportunity here fer rifinister
to take a leadership role and seek unanimous aglpiowvrit-
ing by the partners to renegotiate and achieve cenemsive
amendments to the agreement. Will the ministeudbthat?

| appreciate the answer from the minister

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Porcupine Caribou Manage-
ment Agreemeris a federal agreement that was signed in Oc-
tober of 1985. It was signed by the Government ahdtla
through INAC, which is now ANC, Government of Yukand
the Government of Northwest Territories, as welthss Coun-
cil for Yukon Indians, which is now the Council 6tikon First
Nations, the Inuvialuit Game Council, the Dene biatand the
Métis association of the Northwest Territories.

The member opposite is quite right that there amaraber
of anachronisms in that agreement, not the leasthadh is the
fact that it doesn’t recognize the fact that weéhéimal settled
land claims in the territory and that the threetmem First Na-
tions in this territory have land claims and arH-geverning,
and through those land claims agreements, have gaarent
responsibilities when it comes to the Porcupinébcarherd.

So | do agree whole-heartedly that amendments it th
agreement need to be made to bring it into tHéc&htury to
recognize the realities that we currently deal viitherms of
self-governing First Nations and the important rthat they
have to play in management of this herd. So yesl| kupport
and recognize that the agreement is out of datedaed not
reflect the modern treaties and management redgibitiss of
First Nation governments in the north, and we witirk with
the federal government to ensure it's brought ughéostandard
of the 2% century.

Mr. Elias: That's an encouraging answer from the
minister and | appreciate his recognition of theeagent be-
ing outdated. Updating thBorcupine Caribou Management
Agreementof 1985 to reflect current jurisdictional arrange-
ments of Canada, the two territories and the smieging
First Nations of the Vuntut Gwitchin, Na Cho Nyakum
Trondék Hwéch’in, the Gwich’in Tribal Council arttie Inu-
vialuit will recognize them as partners. Here’'s wdhampor-
tant: they have the lawmaking authority over tHeirds and
citizens, which is not reflected in the currentesggnent. That
will enable more effective conservation of thisemmational
resource in Canada and enable the reinvigoratioouofherd
management objectives in Alaska, including the amgqro-
tection of the herd’s calving grounds on the No8flope of
Alaska.

Will the minister speak with his federal countetpand
seek to begin the process of renegotiating, upglaim making
current the 1985 Porcupine Caribou Management Agee¢?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Through the development of the
Porcupine caribou harvest management plan, the pigci-
pals involved in that agreement agreed throughird jesolu-
tion in January 2010 that the parties address ntergovern-
mental processes and protocol to support amendtoetitat
agreement. We are of course committed to thathasGov-
ernment of Yukon articulated in 2010 through ttestalution. |
know the Premier has met with the Chief of the Munt
Gwitchin First Nation and has had these discussitmesdy.

So, of course, we do recognize that we have atoopgay
here, but | would note that the federal governneiite lead in
this review and amendment process. While they fdemtified
their commitment to undertake such a review, pregrbeas
been a little bit slower than we would like. Whatan commit
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to on the floor of this Legislature is to continteework with
the federal government to recognize the importari¢his and,
for lack of a better term, push things along toueeshat we
bring this agreement into the 2tentury.

Mr. Elias: I'll provide some examples for the House
with regard to the current agreement. In the ciragmeement,
many of the signatories are no longer in existefrceection L
of the agreement that deals with commercial hansasgisec-
tion 2(b) basically allows for the sale of the Rguine caribou
herd and, in my opinion, has been abused over ¢aesyand
has no place in a current, up-to-date agreementcéiiealso
insert the precautionary principle into the neweagnent be-
cause we've just gotten through a decade of someurecer-
tain times and it took a lot of hard work to getthe agree-
ments that the minister just went over — the hdrmesnage-
ment plan, et cetera, et cetera — because in theefushould
conservation concerns arise for the herd againsiteatories
will be in a much better position to control whiaey can con-
trol. That is people.

Will the minister help to achieve a new Canadiorcu-
pine Caribou Management Agreem@r@an he explain to the
House how and when?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | have to admit that on some of the
details that the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin explkin | don’t
have the breadth of understanding and awarenebe afgree-
ment that he does because he has been dealingt\idthso
long. What | can say is that there are a numbehiofys in the
agreement that are somewhat problematic for usytddae of
them is of course the implication of the CounciMafkon First
Nations as being involved in that when, in the nmod=ntext
of settled land claims, the individual First Nasothemselves
should be identified — the Na Cho Nyak Dun, the win
Gwitchin First Nation and the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in bgithe
three in the north that have a role to play. Theisst Nations
have modern settled land claims and have manage®sin-
sibilities themselves and deserve to be identifiethe agree-
ment, rather than under the umbrella of the CYFN. &
course we have an interest in that.

There are a number of other specifics that | dbaite the
time to get into, but the Member for Vuntut Gwitehdid men-
tion some of them. As | said earlier, what | camauit to is to
continue to work with the federal government — fhderal
government being the lead — to encourage themki® dation
and to ensure that we move this process along axpeditious
manner.

Question re: Foreign Workers’ Guide to
Employment in Yukon
Ms. Stick: Foreign workers play an important part in

our economy. It is imperative that foreign work&rsow their
rights, know their responsibilities and know abedrkplace
safety. It's common sense that such informationdaege be
accessible to a wide range of individuals who waorkthe
Yukon. The government has published fareign Workers’
Guide to Employment in Yukon: Rights and Respditigbi
We asked an “English as a learned language” edutatce-
view this document. While well-intentioned, thiscdonent is
not accessible to workers whose first languagei€nglish.

Will the minister ensure that this document is geed in
plain language for foreign workers whose first laage may
not be English?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The guide referenced by the member
opposite is of course tHeoreign Workers’ Guide to Employ-
ment in Yukon: Rights and Responsibilitikds a booklet that
is made available to foreign workers entering thikoh work-
force through the Yukon nominee program. In ordepartici-
pate in the Yukon nominee program, Citizenship kmnhigra-
tion Canada requires nominees to demonstrate moéig in
English or French. The guide is available on oubsite in
both of these languages and the English guide wesntly
updated with a revised section that explains mimmuage;
there are also changes to the French guide thah gm®gress.
So we are making progress in updating them andjioignthem
into that plain language aspect that the membeogif®is ask-
ing for.

Ms. Stick: | believe the whole document needs to
reviewed in terms of plain language. | thank theister for
indicating that will happen. As well-intentionedthg informa-
tion guide might be, if foreign workers can’'t unskand the
legal content, then it's not helpful.

This document is meant to inform and educate warker
about rights and responsibilities but is only aaalié in French
and English. Foreign workers would include, | amnsuasing,
more than just workers from English- and Frenchakjey
countries. In the Yukon, foreign workers speak TegaMan-
darin, Thai, Hungarian and Spanish, to name thet mos-
mon.

This is, after all, about the rights and workplaedety of
foreign workers. So will the minister ensure thas tdocument,
rewritten in plain language, is translated intoglaages other
than French and English?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | indicated in my first response,
this guide is available to those individuals whe admitted to
the Yukon through the Yukon nominee program. Ineorth
participate in that nominee program, nominees ageliired to
demonstrate proficiency in English or French. Thase Can-
ada’s two official languages, and we have providedse
guides in both languages. We'll be working with qartners
to make the guide more accessible by simplifyirgldnguage
and the presentation, and | can also mention tolmeesrof the
House that when the Yukon implements the tempdiasign
worker annex, or our own program after review, ivexamine
any translation needs not already being met byGieernment
of Canada at that time.

Question re:  Foreign worker program
Ms. Moorcroft: The use of temporary foreign work-

ers in Canada has come under fire for lowering waagel for
creating an exploitable, lower wage tier of labawithout
rights. Even as the federal government attacks wgrkeo-
ple’s pensions and access to employment insurértas been
forced to admit it has a problem with the system s bring-
ing in changes, eliminating the 15-percent wageimcgntive
to employers who bring in temporary foreign workevge
know that over 1,370 temporary foreign workers heome to
the Yukon. The minister has asserted that theskas®iare not

be
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under his jurisdiction, and he has limited inforioat about
how the program was administered.

Is the minister aware and can he share any newniao
tion about temporary foreign worker treatment asd in the
Yukon that was uncovered by the federal review?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
— changes to the temporary foreign worker prograenewe-

cently announced by the Government of Canada. Theze

discussions at the officials level that will beitekplace, | be-
lieve, as early as next week, after which we walllar the

wages and replacing good paying jobs with lowereveguiva-
lents.

The Canadian Filipino Association of the Yukon has
cently spoken in favour of the Yukon nominee prograe-
cause it is specifically designed to encourageifigclforeign

The member opposite is quite right nationals to come to the Yukon and make it theimboThe

Official Opposition agrees. We would add that unkyment
in the Yukon is high among youth, aboriginal pepglersons
with disabilities and other equity-seeking groupée want to
see local people trained to fill labour market gapd when we

Yukon temporary foreign worker program to meet #os look beyond our borders we want people to coméeoytukon

changes that have been implemented at the fedwell |

One of the aspects that is important here in thetdey
with our program is the partnership with the Yukéorkers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board, which helmure
that temporary foreign workers work in a fair arafesenvi-
ronment. We're looking at targeting the two maidustries —
the tourism and hospitality sectors — with our perg, as well
as oil and gas, mineral exploration and mining. Sehare the
two industries that were identified by industry ananigration
stakeholders that would see the most benefit fraemgorary
foreign worker program here in the territory.

With respect to the federal temporary foreign wonkeo-
gram, as mentioned, that’s not my responsibilityEdsication
minister or minister responsible for immigratiorjust want to
make sure that the Yukon’s program is progressig rabust
and meets what the federal changes are anticipatsel

Ms. Moorcroft:
from the federal minister on the annex that wilegiYukon
jurisdiction over a made-in-Yukon temporary foreigiorker
program, and | am very pleased with the partnerbleipveen
the Department of Education and the Yukon Work€&rsm-
pensation Health and Safety Board. | know the rtenisvas
interested in rushing this for the mining explavatiand tour-
ism hospitality industries and that he had plantedap the
number of temporary foreign workers at 50 per eygio
There are few private sector workplaces that empldyvork-
ers in the Yukon, and one would imagine most extion
camps and tourism and hospitality operators emfdoxer than
50 workers. Has the minister made a final decisanwill he
entertain the idea that the number of temporargifor workers
should be based on a percentage of the workforce?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
with respect to the Yukon annex or the Yukon terappfor-
eign worker program. As | mentioned in my previoeisponse,
there were some changes announced this week bfedieeal
government where the officials are meeting and midlke de-
terminations on how those changes can be implemdnte
our programs so that we can have as seamless sapra@p
possible. The Yukon temporary foreign worker progrhas

No final decisions have been made

not just to work, but to make it a home and be pélife.

We’'re looking for a commitment from the ministerttain
local people and that the nominee program comss liefore
temporary measures. Will he make that commitment?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It was appropriate that the mem-
ber opposite did mention the nominee program bec@usas
my intent to stand up and actually acknowledgegtteat work
that has been done with the nominee program ta dater-
tainly fills an identified need that exists withinis community,
both from an employment perspective and with aucaltdi-
versity and richness that people who come fromrgplagts of
the world in fact bring to this great Yukon cultuteat exists
today, only making it richer and broader. For thatink we
are all very grateful.

In fact, | think | mentioned not long ago the doantary
calledCold Paradise It was describing the life of some of the

The Yukon is awaiting the sign-off Filipino community, moving here and the hardshipattthey

had in bringing their families here. | think a lot great rich-
ness has resulted from that program. But certdamiying is a
priority and has been well articulated by the ntarigesponsi-
ble for Education regarding all the work that hasmdone.

We mentioned the mining — we’re looking at a pragra
right now for a Centre for Northern Innovation inirlihg,
which will not only provide training through cenizzed Yukon
College, but with the purchase of mobile units tbah go to
the communities and provide training in each comityuto
ensure that we are providing the training oppotiesi for
Yukoners for Yukon jobs.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 430
Clerk: Motion No. 430, standing in the name of Mr.

not been finalized; it has not gone through allghgecesses that Hassard.

it needs to go through, including Yukon Cabinetrappl.

Ms. Moorcroft:
porary foreign worker program revealed it stoppesdl Wweyond
filling short-term labour market gaps, which wae tbfficial
mandate of the program, to the point of depres§lagadian

Federal mismanagement of the tem-

Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to work collaboratively with the Governmerit@anada
for funding to improve our highways, construct nsehools,
expand the current hospital and to enable investinesnergy,
transportation and communication infrastructure.
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to determine the final details of just how this ngregram will
Mr. Hassard: It's a pleasure to rise today to presentroll out.

Motion No. 430 to the House. I'm very proud of timany im-
portant infrastructure improvements the Yukon Papyern-
ment has made across the territory, that they batanced the
lives of Yukoners in so many ways.

Since 2005 numerous infrastructure projects haven be
funded through partnerships with the Yukon govemimée
federal government, First Nations and municipaitieat have
accessed a variety of infrastructure programs,udiop the
Building Canada fund, the gas tax fund, the Carsid&tegic
infrastructure fund and the municipal rural infrasture fund.

I'd like to take a few moments to talk about sorfi¢hese
projects, because | know they are very importanbuo gov-
ernment, First Nation governments, municipal gowuents,
our local business community and all other Yukoners

In Beaver Creek we invested just over $1 milliorrdad
upgrades and to support the White River First Natm com-
plete its integrated community sustainability ptanthat it can
now access gas tax funding. Burwash Landing — walth
protection and upgrades to the Grave and Sedatis @& un-
derway, for a total of $3.6 million.

The municipality of Carmacks has seen numerouepi®j
such as sewer line replacement, monitoring wellghatsolid-
waste facility, building improvements — this is fihm the gas
tax fund. Other projects under the Building Can&dad in-
clude sewage treatment and collection. We've segal tn-
vestments in Carmacks of approximately $11 million.

In Dawson — $46 million: that's just for infrasttuce
projects in the community alone. This does, of seuinclude
the sewage treatment facility, as well as the setée district
heating.

This government has spent almost $10 million onover
energy efficiency improvements and the water treatnfiacil-
ity in Haines Junction; $12 million in Mayo in reation centre
upgrades, community well and sewer upgrades.

We could go on at great length, but I'm not bigspeak-
ing, so we'll just keep it short — $4.3 million Pelly Cross-
ing; almost $2 million in Tagish; $9.4 million in &&on Lake,
including the new well, which will help address thater qual-
ity problems in that community; the City of Whiteke, which
is the largest community in the Yukon — we've sedmost
$110 million.

The current Building Canada fund ends in 2014, tuisl
government is working very diligently to ensuretttas criti-
cal federal funding continues. In fact, the Ministé Commu-
nity Services met with the federal Minister of btructure,
Minister Lebel, just recently, and | believe shd Wwé speaking
with him again tomorrow to make sure that he remdidly
aware of the Yukon’s interest in continued fundiog infra-
structure needs.

| am very pleased that the Government of Canadaihas
its recent budget, announced a successor prograne tBuild-
ing Canada fund.

Together with our provincial and territorial courgarts,
we will continue to work closely with the federab\gernment

Municipal governments in the Yukon and across Canad
have seen the benefits of both Building Canada gasl tax
funds. This includes projects to address safe winkvater,
sewage treatment and solid-waste management. ynrinis-
ters of local government will be meeting here iniitmorse
and Yukon will be hosting this event. They will disscussing
how the new Building Canada and gas tax funds beéllim-
plemented over the next year. We look forward sséhdiscus-
sions as we continue to address Yukon'’s infrasirecteeds.

Since 2008, some of the projects in my hometowmes-
lin include sewage lagoon fencing, lagoon hydraiabias-
sessment and water closet replacements in thesrdiec

Approximately $75,000 has been spent on the foligwi
the transfer station and recycling/composting paogr arena
improvements; recreation complex water supply; aation
complex roof repairs; a new garbage truck with mgactor on
it; tangible capital asset reporting; roof repairs the Teslin
recreational complex; renovations to include heabvery sys-
tem; over $3 million in arsenic treatment, wastdenvaystem,
road upgrades, smart-fill sewer line replacementseme of
these are under gas tax, Building Canada fund aRtFMTes-
lin Tlingit Council has received money through tdands as
well — monitoring residential fuel spills. The TiesITlingit
Council purchased a passenger bus to transporergticnd
elders from the community into Whitehorse; sewevetisp-
ment; road upgrades.

Ross River has seen approximately $11 million imdfog
since 2009. Some of those items include an additiorthe
capital works building for the sewer truck, subsion envi-
ronmental assessment, renovations to the laundra@oamu-
nity infrastructure plan. Ross River received mofayarsenic
treatment, approximately $3 million in road upgrsdand they
have a new public works building that will be opepivery
soon for approximately $5.5 million.

The community of Faro has received approximately $7
million since 2009 for construction of a third lagg sewer line
replacement, a new boiler in the recreation cem&neoval of
some asbestos in the recreation centre, well hapgeades,
tangible capital assets, furnace replacement ireraé\build-
ings, sewer line by Van Gorder Creek, water andesqvipe
replacements, and approximately $3.5 million foeitlpum-
phouse.

Some of the projects currently under the watchfid ef
Highways and Public Works include Betty's Havere thH.
Collins Secondary School, the EMS ambulance statien
which is a new four-bay ambulance station and eerarg re-
sponse facility located on Two Mile Hill near thear@da
Games Centre — and, of course, $7 million for tlsRRiver
community arena, which was a design/build contrActon-
tract was signed with Ketza Pacific ConstructioNiovember.
They have proceeded with that work and the projéicthope-
fully be completed in time for skating season tfgar.

I'm very happy to see this long list of projectsamy of
which | have just mentioned here. These projects ather
recently completed or are in the process. This Yularty
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government understands the importance of a goodoaty,
and it's important that we work closely with ourucderparts in
the Government of Canada to secure funding foregtsjsuch
as these I've just mentioned.

| look forward to hearing from others here in thesAmbly
today and listening to their ideas in regard toibtotNo. 430.

Ms. Hanson:
today urging that the Government of Yukon continoievork
collaboratively with the Government of Canada fanding to
improve our highways, construct new schools andlenan-
vestment in energy, transportation and communicatiofra-
structure.

The notion that the Yukon government should work co
laboratively with the Government of Canada withpexd to
any transfer of federal funding to Yukon is prethyuch a
given. The reference in this motion is really tddeal transfers
for expenditures that by their nature will be sfg@int. The
Yukon government has benefited significantly froedédral
transfers: some have been time-limited, such asstineulus
funding; others are targeted funding for speciappses, such
as social housing. | don't need to remind the Hothsg the
current year’s capital estimate in the budget fot214 is a
significant $252 million — almost $253 million.

So today’s debate is really about how we work tréase
our share of federal transfers for new and exparchguital
expenditures.

When we talk about spending a new or expanded safrc
taxpayer money, we must never forget it is all taggyr money,
whether it's raised in whole or in part from Yukoitizens or is
part of a federal transfer far exceeding what Yukexpayers
could on our own entrust to this Assembly.

As elected representatives of the people, we areust-
able for the decisions made by this Legislaturd witspect to

the local benefits, and we will need to be diligastlegislators
to ensure that local benefits are indeed maximi¥éel.need to
ensure that as we think about expanding accesscteased
federal dollars for capital projects that thoset tha do plan
adhere to clear timelines and budgets, and ouagdlegislators
is to ensure that we include regular reporting ltoYakoners
about what's going on and what we're spending theiney

| rise to speak to the motion set forwardon, so that we avoid inefficient outcomes and thwsivcase

scenario — negative surprises. So, as we discussntpor-

tance of ongoing federal support for any and atiatives in

this territory, we need to be mindful of the ined scrutiny
and — | think it's fair to say — “scepticism” thakists across
this land with respect to how tax dollars are pieest to be

used by government — big “G” government, Mr. Speake

Governance is more than how much we spend, ardl it i

measured by what we spend our taxpayers’ monepomell

as how efficiently and effectively we spend it. \kfeow what
the public does not want to see — they do not waisee ma-
jor capital projects seemingly decided for shortrtepolitical

gain. The public also does not want to see quesiendeci-
sions on how these contracts are awarded.

In short, we do know that the public does not wansee
boondoggles, and they don’t want to see overbudggects,
delays, confusion. We have heard loud and clean fritizens
and from the Auditor General that we must raise game —
that there can be no more wasted money with listlshow for
it, or worse, growing public debt due to poorlymiad or exe-
cuted projects.

Mr. Speaker, as both a strong federalist and aeferYuk-
oner, | believe there is a powerful and compelliatjonale for
the federal government to not only continue, butértain stra-
tegic areas, significantly increase investmenh@rorth and in
Yukon, in particular.

| believe that as we as Yukoners can demonstrat@ith

what money is spent on, why and what the experaiturotal role we now play and will play in the futurétbe northern

achieves against what it was voted for. It is tigtowcapital
spending that we build the major projects we needws soci-
ety can function, transport our goods, extend teeh of our
communications and knowledge networks, and adaphang-
ing environmental circumstances, deal with emengsncet
cetera.

Capital spending builds the infrastructure that emaour
economy and this in turn affects our work, our camioa-
tions, as well as our recreation. So whether ifoisenergy,
schools, health care, highways, telecommunicatiengom-
munity infrastructure like new subdivisions or reentres, as
I've said in previous discussions related to ttseiésof capital
projects, the Yukon Official Opposition does besdhat major
capital projects should reflect public needs anshes.

They should be based on evidence of appropriateeénd
fective ways to meet Yukoners’ needs. They neeldet@rop-
erly built with sound planning principles that idiépand man-
age risks. We must make sure that any major capitgects
include fair rules for contractors, with a focusutilizing local
labour and expertise to maximize economic benéefitss is an
important aspect because as we look to increasgdettans-
fers, there will be increasing pressures on usotonmaximize

40 percent of this great country, we need to shuat tederal
investments in Yukon are about more than just goaldics.
We need to demonstrate that federal monies we sgengood
for Yukon and good for Canada.

There are challenges, of course. We have to do thare
simply convince federal politicians and senior afls that
funding to improve our infrastructure or to constrinew
schools or rec centres or any other great ideantiagt appear
on the horizon is a good idea.

As Yukon legislators, at the same time we must nsake
that citizens we represent are part of the proeesthat they
not only understand, but they also support theaimes that
we seek the federal government to support by isingafed-
eral transfers to the Yukon government.

As most jurisdictions, over the years we have hama-
ber of examples that demonstrate that electediaiceed to
do a better job of managing expenditures of langeunts of
taxpayer money, including that for capital projedfge saw
that with the decision recently of the do-over bk tF.H.
Collins Secondary School replacement after lotsmohey was
spent, announcements were made and work ceased.
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Those kinds of decisions, or lack of decisions amkl of
planning, lead not only to the dismay of familiesl sstudents,
but they increase the scepticism that we need &wcome as
we plan and work with the federal government toamditional
funds coming into this territory. We saw it agamnthis year's
Auditor General's report on major health projectghich
looked at the decisions made by the Departmenteafitd and
Social Services and the Hospital Corporation boaitth re-
spect to building expensive hospitals to delivesrsberm care
without a proper needs assessment or rigorous ipignwhat
we as elected representatives want to be ablenwmigrate to
the electorate, and quite likely to the Auditor &ext at some
time, is that Yukon has learned from the experisneleere this
government has been roundly criticized for the @y proc-
ess was managed and that we can demonstrate ¢h&ukon
government knows that any expenditure must be t@bbem-
onstrate value for money.

As we discuss the idea of grabbing the federal gove
ment's imagination and helping them to understamat the
federal national imperatives around Arctic sovangig na-
tional security, responsible and sustainable resoaktractions
and a diversified national economy really do rgbpm recogni-
tion of the north, of Yukon, as more than simplynsovague
sense of somewhere up there on the left-hand diteeamap,
in an era of ever-increasing scrutiny and worldwadenomic
uncertainty, we as Yukon legislators can no loragsume that
just because the federal government has always tese
when we needed or just wanted a little, or pertajst more,
money that they can or will respond or that therilk mot be
strings attached.

These are matters that we need to be prepareddosdi as
legislators with each other and with our constitserNow
more than ever, we need to be able to demonstratessential
tenets of good government: that the public is ggttialue for
money; that government is accountable for spending; that
capital projects reflect public priorities.

| previously talked about the importance of ovemsigf
capital projects. When we talk about creating opputies for
additional money that is set out in this motionnfrthe Mem-
ber for Pelly-Nisutlin, when we are seeking to hawe federal
government invest more money — which | have alredeiyn-
onstrated that | believe fervently needs to be simould be
made available to the Yukon Territory — it requitssto dem-
onstrate that when we make decisions about capijpéndi-
tures that we do so based on evidence, that wells@eed to
and sought expert advice in some areas, and thaawelem-
onstrate that any capital projects will serve destrated needs
in the more appropriate and cost-effective manner.

This is more than simply a public buy-in. Financiat
sources are finite. This requires government anchioegs of
this Legislative Assembly to engage in a processaoofsulta-
tion and prioritization of the needs of the publXespite the
wish lists that we can all dream of — woulda, sdaylcoulda
— for spending money, sometimes we may need tmsathat
the solution to an identified need or problem is ashiny new
building, but in a new way of working and here, totample,
you can think of the notion of building shiny newspitals

providing short-term care, possibly at the expesfseommu-
nity-based collaborative care.

So, as we seek to gain increased federal fundetty, be
mindful of the words of the Auditor General, whddsa—and
this is speaking with respect to the Yukon Hosp@akpora-
tion, but you could paraphrase it in terms of anyegnment
expenditures: “Before beginning future capital pob§,
the Corporation should carry out a needs assessraerisk
assessment, and an options analysis (includingthewrojects
will be funded).”

This government does have a public credibility gdqen it
comes to the way it has managed and planned capdjacts. |
suggest we need to work together to overcome tived iare to
successfully engage the federal government in feearirsg
new, significantly larger sums of money, because kmew
Yukoners care about this. As elected officials,need to learn
from our experiences of how projects have been gethde-
cause we have finite resources and when we wagpayears’
money, we are robbing from other important projemtsser-
vices.

We need to make sure that when we make statenikats |
the following, and | quote: “Like all projects nowge want to
ensure that the diligence is done. We make sutevthan we
make an investment, when we are using taxpayeltkirdpwe
ensure that this is done wisely and that our dilégeis done to
ensure the investments meet scrutiny and we meeicéadions
of taxpayers and that we're spending their moneselyi”

We need to make sure that when we make statenikats |
that, we mean it and we deliver. By the way, thasee the
Premier’s words about F.H. Collins.

Actions must follow the words we use. We must,
elected representatives, demonstrate that we alctduie dili-
gence. Unilateral actions are no longer acceptahiiee public,
and they don't buy claims to being fiscally resgblesif the
evidence is to the contrary.

As we debate this motion to work with the Governtre
Canada to increase our share of available fundimgis really
a chance for legislators to demonstrate the impoeave all
place on avoiding getting caught in the traps &fiermanage-
ment to suit short-term political objectives — thved¢ under-
stand the need for sound project management, atdwvh are
committed to delivering the vital infrastructureathyukoners
want, that meets their needs and, as a resuliamdmwill lever-
age millions of capital dollars for maximum effedts our
economy — for the local economy.

So, as we look forward to increased federal investnn
Yukon, we need to look at the implications for theal econ-
omy of major projects: How many Yukoners will be -em
ployed? How do we ensure that those Yukoners wipe&xo
be employed on major projects in the Yukon haveetekilled
trades necessary and will be hired, so they'relefdtiooking
for work elsewhere because we're not able to oruareilling
to enforce provisions that ensure that skilled Yhéas go to
the front of the line, not the back?

The Auditor General is a constant observer — hehar
and currently a “he” — of our operations becauseisheur
auditor. He does that oversight, in terms of emguthat we,

as
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the Legislative Assembly, vote funds to be expeniogdjov-
ernment, that that's done in compliance with wha vote
said.

In addition to the health area, it's interestingréfiect on
other areas where the Auditor General has made enitsm

We want to avoid having future requirements for Alugli-
tor General to say, as he did in 2009 when he wasT@enting
on the Department of Education, that the departnhast no
long-term master plan to ensure that it is managitwpol fa-
cilities effectively and preparing for significamthallenges,
such as the number of schools that are aging anceéa of
repair. At the same time, we’ve got vacancy rales are high
in Whitehorse schools alone. Student enrolmenthat time
was 3,879, with many vacant seats. He said thdtowita fa-
cilities management plan that considers the caitind ca-
pacity of each school, it is difficult for the depaent to plan
for maintenance, repairs and improvements wherg Hre
most needed. The Auditor General went on to satythiealack
of such a long-term plan with specific, measurauals makes
it difficult for the department to track whethelsitnaking op-
timal use of its resources and progressing towardhjective,
nor does it have a risk management plan to fornidintify
each risk.

Let's make sure, as we go forward seeking new nsoiiaie
schools, we can demonstrate the lessons learnedsu@uaess
in accessing federal resources will require usasa. Simply
saying that we need money for new schools will petade-
quate.

Finally, when you consider seeking additional fedler
funding to expand the Whitehorse General Hospéalmen-
tioned in this motion here, let us be reminded mag#i the
Auditor General’s recent report in which he saidtttne corpo-
ration did not conduct a full assessment of the roomities’
health care needs in planning and designing thesbavand
Watson Lake hospitals. It also did not determine tfcre-
mental costs for operating those hospitals untitstauction
was well underway. The corporation cannot demotestitaat
the hospitals, as designed, are the most costtiefemption for
meeting the communities’ health care needs.

Mr. Speaker, a lot of health care dollars haveaalyebeen
sunk into major infrastructure — hospital infrasture — with
improper planning. Money has been wasted, residbate
been ignored, operating costs will triple, we knawnd we still
have risks like staffing and housing that remainsalved.

We have consistently opposed because we believ¢hina
role of the Official Opposition is to be constrweti | don’t
know how many times | have to say that and tryegmdnstrate
that by putting forward ideas. We know that goodnmo
thrown after bad cannot be spun as fiscal prudence.

Hospitals belong to the public. They are not supgdds be
anyone’s home and, generally, a health care systemld aim
to keep people out of the emergency ward — ouhefhospi-
tals. As legislators, we know that taxpayers shotilte sad-
dled with more projects where decisions are madeinde
closed doors to bypass the established compelitdaing sys-
tem that often has in this territory resulted indthy delays

We need, and we can, because we know that we have tand skyrocketing costs.

skilled human resources — we have the professiaghadsigh-
out this public service who can, if directed by gowment,
provide the necessary compelling story to ensuaie e have
access to these federal resources.

Again, as we look to improving our major infrasture,
such as highways, let's not put Yukon in the samsitjpn it
was in, in 2008, when the Auditor General said, awngiote:
“Many of the transportation infrastructure and dinf projects
we looked at, such as bridge rehabilitation, highweacon-
struction, airport runway resurfacing, constructioh airport
terminal buildings and community centres and schieplace-
ment expansion, went over their original targetsdtal spend-
ing. Most of the projects were not completed oredcife. The
department did not adequately manage the risk cf sgcur-
rences, nor did it conduct the required review ompleted
projects to evaluate whether it had followed appetp proce-
dures, observed economy and efficiency and mebljectives
for the project.”

It is imperative when we look to the objectivestti mo-
tion that, if we are seeking to expand our accessngble in-
vestment in transportation in particular and comitations
infrastructure — any form of major capital expendis for
infrastructure — we need to demonstrate that, dkierlast
number of years, we have lifted our game and imgulogur
ability and capacity to deliver, because it israltely all tax-
payers’ dollars, whether it's coming from the fealegource or
directly from your pocket or mine. We can and westndo
better.

Health care, schools, highways, communicationsainfr
structure, waste management — these are not thiits
which to either be seen to, or actually play pcditigames.

They are vitally, vitally important to Yukoners] alukon-
ers we are elected to serve in this Legislature.

In light of the serious rebukes of the Auditor Gethend
the confusion surrounding, for example, F.H. Callifecon-
dary School, the public has very little confiderieethis gov-
ernment’s ability to manage large, complex infnacitare pro-
jects. The long-term impacts of recent capital gxty, such as
cost overruns, unnecessary design features anabhally op-
erating costs, will affect the Yukon governmentitufe budg-
ets, future hiring needs and future generations.

In the Yukon, as | said at the outset, expenditoregov-
ernment capital projects already constitute a figant share of
the territorial economy. It is important that wet ¢fgem right.
The money wasted on fiscal mismanagement is moalesnt
from other important programs and services thatarahcould
meet the needs of Yukon people.

We can do better, and | believe we must do better.
Wouldn't it be a welcome relief to all if we didtibgether? We
believe that more oversight by Members of the Lagise As-
sembly and others, and more participation by thaipin the
discussion of capital spending and assessment exfsnenust
come first.

We believe that through more oversight we can make
sound choices, because we know the current praificet
working. We are proposing a better way, a moresparent
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and accountable way to manage the public purs¢hfoterri-
tory and its people. We believe that this motiom igood mo-
tion, but we also believe that it can be strenggden

Amendment proposed
Ms. Hanson:
strengthen Motion No. 430:

allowing citizens to have faith in government, wéney don't
question when we use words like “fiscal responisibilor
“collaboration”, but they'll know that we actualbre prepared
to work with them, engage with them. That's of pacant
importance, as we're looking in an era — we’re liogkto in-

| propose the following amendment to crease federal transfers to this territory. Whefrev®oking at

the challenges and the opportunities that we facis terri-

THAT Motion No. 430 be amended by adding after thetory around the necessary investments that we toameake in

word “infrastructure:

“while ensuring the fiscally-responsible use of gilvern-
ment funding through:

(1) consulting with municipalities, First Nation \ggrn-
ments and development corporations and citizerisaridenti-
fication and prioritization of infrastructure projs;

(2) using best practices in the designing, plan@ind im-
plementing of projects based on comprehensive nassksss-
ments; and

(3) increasing legislative oversight of all majapial pro-
jects.”

Speaker:  The amendment is in order.

It is moved by the Leader of the Official Oppositio

this territory to continue to grow our economy isustainable
and responsible way, we will need partners.

One of the key partners that we have and that weldtbe
working with in true collaboration as we go forwasedFirst
Nation governments and their development corpanatibe-
cause it's no secret — First Nation developmenparations
hold a significant potential role as being econowhivers in
this territory. They have demonstrated that they oised to
do more. We need to find ways to collaborate witenm and
engage with them, so that it's not perceived tha is some-
how a one-way channel, only between the federateamidorial
governments. We are in a new era. So if we're nglkhbout
these transfers and transforming this territoryne@ed to know

THAT Motion No. 430 be amended by adding after thehow to collaborate. Simply stating that we are goia con-

word “infrastructure”:

“while ensuring the fiscally responsible use of gdlvern-
ment funding through:

(1) consulting with municipalities, First Nation \ggn-
ments and development corporations, and citizetisendenti-
fication and prioritization of infrastructure projs;

(2) using best practices in the designing, plan@ind im-
plementing of projects based on comprehensive nassksss-
ments; and

(3) increasing legislative oversight of all majapdal pro-
jects.”

Ms. Hanson:
like to say that | brought forward this amendmemtréally
build on the idea that was in the original motioithwespect to
working collaboratively with the Government of Cdaafor
funding to improve our highways, talk about builglimew
schools and expand health care and to enable meastin
energy, transportation and communications infrastmne.

As | said in my comments, it's important to have #bil-
ity as legislators to say and work with what we dnawhat we
have is an ingrained scepticism across this couattiput how
effectively government is seen to spend its mohgg.ve re-
peatedly had the experience in this territory. hot going to
recite the examples, but what | did say in my comimevas
that | do believe that we can, if we work togethEmye actu-
ally use the words and take that notion of collation — and
not just with the territorial government and thddeal govern-
ment, but incorporate that in terms of how we wtrkough
consultation with municipalities, First Nation gomments and
development corporations — I'll come back to thaedn a
moment — and citizens in general in terms of treniiication
and prioritization of infrastructure projects.

If we give real meaning to the notion of collabaat— if
we stop using words, then we will be part of thecgss of

Speaking to this amendment, | would

tinue to work collaboratively doesn't identify tlaetual behav-
iours or aspects of collaboration. | believe thallaboration
means a two-way flow of information. More than pding

opportunities for participation in decision-makingpllabora-
tion means actually listening and including thagtuih— mean-
ingful participation and meaningful consultationoM@rnments
go to court to argue it; we are proposing pracgsin

The federal government does transfer money right tm
different levels of government in the Yukon. It pnihakes
sense that those levels of government — all theseld of
government in Yukon — should also collaborate ideorthat
those federal funds are used most effectively.

Imagine, Mr. Speaker, how transformative it woulel ib
we actually worked with First Nation governmentsd ahe
Yukon government in developing those prioritiesiireal way.

We have to ask ourselves: Do the various levelgaf
ernment in Yukon always work well together for thenefit of
all? It is clear that there is great room for im@ment in that
area. So we do believe, as the Official Opposititbmat it's
critically important to be as inclusive as reasdypgivacticable
— and I'm not saying everybody everywhere has aisaye-
rything. | know it isn’t reasonable. Believe meyd’worked in
and run hundred-million-dollar organizations. | kngou can’t
get everybody onside with everything. But Mr. Spmakhere
has to be a meaningful opportunity for people teehmeaning-
ful input, and ultimately you have to make a dexisi

What we do in the Yukon with federal monies shodel
flect priorities of all our citizens and shouldwe have done it
right, dovetail well with initiatives of other lele of govern-
ment like the municipalities, like First Nation gowments.

We know that municipalities are facing huge infrasture
challenges. The opportunity to work in collaboratigith mu-
nicipalities and have that message that this gonent takes to
Ottawa with respect to the needs in the territaryonly en-
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hanced by the deep collaboration with the municgmatern-
ments.

NGOs, various agencies and citizens all have viduiab
sight and experience to offer as well. We have gpodunity
to make our federal transfer dollars deliver as imibenefit as
possible, to expand the benefits. We believe thatfiscally
responsible approach would be for all levels ofegament to
actually be seen to — not just be seen to but Bgto@operate
and collaborate here in Yukon, to exchange infoionaabout
our priorities, to agree to disagree, and therdémtify oppor-
tunities for cooperation.

This proposed amendment only strengthens the gevern
ment’'s motion. The Official Opposition is committéal col-
laboration, to best practice including comprehemsheeds
analyses and to legislative oversight to evaluat# eorrect,
when necessary, the way we spend the public’s funds

Mr. Speaker, | commend this amendment to the Lagisl
tive Assembly. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: There are a few areas in the
amendment brought forward by the Leader of the NP are
somewhat redundant, considering what governmerdadyr

The amendment being proposed recommends the use ades. There are a few other matters in it thatsamewhat

best practices in designing, planning and impleimgrrojects
based on comprehensive needs assessments. I'valszady
that we've had too many and too regular remindersthe
Auditor General over the years.

It's time that we demonstrated that we have leartizat
lessons have been learned, and we have the ahilitythe ca-
pacity and the desire, because that’s the key tharg — the
desire to do it better. We don’t want to see —dmrYukoners
want to see — any more project dollars being spamrojects
that don't have proper design and planning. Whatevsug-
gesting is that we can do that. As | said in my g@nts ear-
lier, | believe we can. We just have to suspenddighelief we
could actually work together.

We've had, from Auditor General’s internal auditorsc-
ommendations that government base their desigrsoompre-
hensive needs analysis. We would save a lot of pnooehav-
ing to redo things, not having to cancel things tnly by
identifying the real needs that we can plan to gleso meet
those needs. You have to know what your needsefoeeoyou
start spending money. It sounds straightforward,dmmehow
it is missed.

| was trying to think of an example and one woudd Is it
an automatic given that we should expand the emeygde-
partment at the hospital because of a chronic dattortage?
It may not be the best way to treat Yukoners whedrthe ser-
vices of a family doctor. | personally don't likbet idea, but
that’s something that needs to be talked abouérmg of the
needs assessment — what'’s driving that.

problematic, which | will refer to.

Frankly, we considered whether we could propose a
subamendment to it and restructure it, but we wdeldhere all
afternoon on one motion. The government will notshpport-
ing the amendment proposed by the Leader of the, NIDE |
now want to explain why.

There are a few areas that — to begin with, it seédmat
the NDP — as is often the case, in my opinion -veig/ proc-
ess-oriented, rather than outcome-oriented. Oneg ttihat
should be noted is, in fact, government does amtirages on
an ongoing basis to hear from Yukoners, includingnitipali-
ties, and First Nation governments and citizensutbdhat is
important to them. There is work that is going oithim each
and every department to assess the needs of thattehent
and the citizens with whom they connect.

For example, in the case of the Department of Higsw
and Public Works — I'll give an example of why mitzing
infrastructure projects is not necessarily bestedibmough the
type of process the NDP appear to envision. Indase of
bridges being prioritized for replacement or workthem, it's
really the technical staff of Highways and PublioMs who
have the best understanding if there are strucissaks with a
bridge that require investment in it. If there @ermafrost is-
sues in a specific section of highway, that woutdabbit of a
different situation where — chances are — if themye pot-
holes, we would have heard from citizens, potédgtiflom
First Nations, municipalities, local advisory coilscet cetera,
about those issues. But the technical solutionaaratdyzing the

Lastly, this proposed amendment recommends inaleaseost compared to other priorities on the books, whith are

legislative oversight. We cannot always count orerev
increasing federal transfer monies. | have said b@fore in
this Legislative Assembly. In the mid-1990s, thdefial gov-
ernment of the day was facing serious financiallehges. |
would suggest they were no more serious that wWiistcurrent
government is facing, and the federal governmerthaf day
made a singular and arbitrary cut to the territdiading for-
mula financing arrangements that had a compoundifegt
going forward. We cannot and should not count oerev
increasing federal transfer monies. We simply neednd it's
not simple: simply said, the reality is we needetarn, as legis-
lators, to ensure that when we spend, we spendyase that
when we spend, we do so with a view to the mosgicéffe use
of the money that has been entrusted to us adebtzé repre-
sentatives of Yukoners. This House is the appropptace for
oversight.

deemed to be more urgent, are matters that are bést done
by officials.

Another point with regard to the prioritization offra-
structure projects is when we, as a governmente Ispecific
platform commitments we’ve made to Yukoners aba@itain
projects that we would do, it is not something ttheen we're
going to engage in the process and decide whe#hntir other
infrastructure projects that may be higher on sameelse’s
priority list would be done instead of the projewats told Yuk-
oners we would invest in if we were elected and thpon that
basis, in part, they subsequently voted us intic®fis a major-
ity government.

Another thing I'd like to point out, in terms ofess where
in fact the NDP have missed in their proposed ammemd, is
their first proposed clause regarding with whom eyoment
should consult on all infrastructure projects — qdetely ig-
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nored local advisory councils, non-governmentabaigations,
stakeholder groups, et cetera, all of whom havalkesn what
the Yukon government does and what we invest in.

The proposal of the NDP to have comprehensive nagds
sessments of projects is something that is ap@tgim some
cases, but in the case of using the playgroundltrederred to

Government does consult to help develop our spgndinas an example, or the youth program in Old Crowrarmther

priorities and our plans. This includes all of tir@ups identi-
fied by the NDP in the proposed amendment, bulsiv &-
cludes more groups and citizens as well. A veryartemt part
of the process is MLAs hearing from constituentd.Ad are
not mentioned in the proposed amendment.

I will give a few examples. As minister at variotisies
during my time in different portfolios, | have perally re-
sponded to what | have heard from MLAs, both os #ide of
the House and opposite. For example, when the Mefde
Vuntut Gwitchin, during my time as Minister of Healand
Social Services, approached me with regard to dktgnthe
pilot project for — | forget the proper name, bl tyouth ac-
tive living program that Health and Social Servibesl funded
in Old Crow, he spoke to me and explained his nati®. | ap-
preciated his perspective on that and didn’t neegot through
a formal process to hear from others. | assumetdthieaMLA
for Vuntut Gwitchin had heard from his constitueatsd was
reflecting to me those priorities. It seemed a geable point
and a well-reasoned suggestion. So, in part becafigbe
MLA for Vuntut Gwitchin’s input as an MLA represémg his
constituents, | extended that program that had legitot pro-
ject in addressing what | had heard from him.

example | would give is when, during my time as ilier of
Health and Social Services, the Chief of the Champaand
Aishihik First Nations came to me regarding a ptyothat that
First Nation was looking at supporting, that beengommunity
greenhouse project. He proposed that they allazéitde over
half of the resources necessary to run the progradhasked
for a contribution from Health and Social Servideather than
doing a comprehensive needs assessment, as therlafatie
NDP apparently would, it seemed to be a projectrejtfer the
dollar amounts involved and for the work that hadibdone to
date, we had enough evidence that would suggesthbae-
quest from the then chief and now current chiefie€CAllen,
was a good suggestion and so we did provide thahcstiin
partnership with Champagne and Aishihik First Nagio
Legislative oversight of all major capital projettssome-
thing that — | know the Leader of the NDP has afted to
paint this image in the past, but | would refefdot to some of
the messages that the former Auditor General, Msil& Fra-
ser herself, gave in talking about fiscal prudeinceaying that
the — I'm quoting from memory and | forget her eixpbras-
ing of it, but | do recall her pointing out thaktkolution is not
necessarily more rules or more processes, but gaimple,

Here’s another example of changes that have beele maclear rules and following them. Adding a massivgikkative

based on input from people: In my riding at theeegsh forest
that's at the corner of the Hot Springs Road arel nbrth
Klondike Highway, | heard from a constituent whaltfarmed
an association largely based of parents who wemrgimg to
see a playground put somewhere in the area. R#iharre-
quiring a process that consulted with municipditi€irst Na-
tion governments, development corporations, etragtt cet-
era, et cetera, a mother who had formed this gemg other
parents on the group had identified this as a ipyidt seemed
a reasonable proposal.

We looked to find a location to establish a playgr and
determined that we could do so at the researclstfoight near
the entrance, and it would in fact be on that enbarent to
that research forest's attempt to become more Yamiid
community friendly.

Quite simply, | think that the basic process thas been
mapped out by the Leader of the NDP in the prop@seend-
ment is just mistaken in a number of areas. Rathan us
spending all afternoon on amending and sub-amendinget-
era, we simply think that the original motion asisoucted is
the better approach.

That motion, in our view, was focused on the Yukmv-
ernment working collaboratively with the GovernmentCan-
ada regarding funding. It was not focused on thexpetely
separate process of how we respond to the needsiamdiori-
ties that we hear from Yukon citizens, Yukon comitias and
other levels of government within the territory, iatn is an
important part and will continue to be an importpatt of the
process for determining where we should make imvests
under programs such as Building Canada.

Assembly committee process would not be in the ingstests
of dealing with project planning. There is the ogpoity for
oversight both in the Legislative Assembly and tigio the
Public Accounts Committee. | have to remind the NbB#&t the
Public Accounts Committee had been dormant under th
NDP’s time in government and it was the Yukon Pdhst
reactivated this committee because we recogniseidjiortant
role in scrutinizing public accounts and reviewirgports of
the Auditor General.

Another thing | have to point out is that the Leadkthe
NDP was painting a vision of and trying to, it apped to me,
portray herself as an expert and champion of hovegonents
really ought to engage with the public and witlizeihs, point-
ing to her time as regional director general fa& Department
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

I would point out to the member, with all due respéhat
Yukoners were not happy with how things were dondeu
DIAND’s watch when DIAND had control. That is natited
to the member’s time as regional director gendrat, it does
include it. | think it's fair to say that Yukoneese happier to-
day with having more control here in the hands akadh citi-
zens and their duly elected representatives.

| would remind the members — | know that they ao¢ n
going to appreciate this reference again — abauteport that
was done last year that analyzed the happinessapnédians
and other citizens of the world showed Canada essétond
happiest country in the world and Yukoners arehtagpiest in
Canada. We think that it is a good sign that Yuksngener-
ally speaking, are fairly positive about life iretNukon. While
Yukoners recognize and do not minimize concernt pkaple
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have with the Yukon government or municipalitiesttee fed-
eral government or other levels of government, elehe that,
generally speaking, most Yukon citizens think ttheg Yukon
is a beautiful place to live.

There are great opportunities — an excellent hecdite
system; good school system. In comparison to sdimer parts
of the country, the quality of our road system eslly very
high and the staff of Highways and Public Workshia case of
snowfalls, such as right now, amazingly, that weYaving
outside — the staff of Highways and Public Workshihk, and
from what I've heard from constituents, it seemsn®, is that
most Yukoners agree that staff of Highways and ieulforks
do a really good job in responding to snowfalls wiieey oc-
cur, getting out there early, clearing off our reaahd our
streets, and making it safe for travel again.

Again, just to re-emphasize that in determining phieri-
tization of infrastructure projects, our first caleration, of
course, is what we told Yukoners we’d do in ourcets plat-

ties, in keeping with the platform commitments wada to
Yukon citizens.

The urgency of need assessed by department stafeas
such as health care, highways, et cetera, where thdact can
be certain areas that may not be widely known tedreething
that does require a significant investment, buaut the people
who know that area best do understand and do kmavaee in
the best position to provide the government the@rim&tion
that certain investments in a specific area inDieeartment of
Health and Social Services may be an appropriata #rat
requires an investment, whether it be capital araton and
maintenance. That may not be well known by the gsothat
the Leader of the NDP identified in her proposecaiagment.

One area where we do agree with the NDP is thatetthe
eral cuts, which were made by the former federbktal gov-
ernment — the cut to the territorial funding formu had a
significant negative impact on the Yukon. One thilhgt we do
appreciate with the current federal governmertiag they have

form — the commitments we made and where we've madmade a commitment to not cut funding to the prostnand

specific commitments to infrastructure projects. We com-
mitted to doing those projects and, in fact, thenier in the
mandate letters that he provided each minister,vei¢hin the
case of platform commitments, specifically taskethisters
and their departments with fulfilling our platfortommitments
in those areas, including around infrastructurggmts. Those
projects are not going to go to the back of the,lithough the
Leader of the NDP might wish to put them there.

Another point I'd make — in terms of the NDP’s posal
to consult with development corporations, it reagems a bit
of an odd inclusion in their motion, especially @nthey ex-
cluded local advisory councils and NGOs in there &gpreci-
ate the role the First Nation development corporatihave in
advancing the business interests of those Firstohgt and
where their input is provided through their Firsitidn or oth-
ers, they are a factor that is taken into constaeravhen gov-
ernment is making decisions. To have them in a utats/e
process, especially put in a consultative processmiNGOs
and local advisory councils are left out of itréslly quite odd.

Another example | would point to is, in fact, loogi at
other groups representing Yukoners that the NDP lialed to
include in their proposed amendment — AssociatibWukon
Communities is an important organization whose @&hand
input is important to help the Yukon governmentedetine the
priorities of communities; each municipality andadbadvisory
councils are important; a great many societies aod-
governmental organizations also play an importatdg in rep-
resenting the needs of their respective groupsakeholders
and associations representing segments of Yukdetgpsuch
as associations representing farmers, contraatarpenters —
just to name a very few off the top of my head |astrative
examples.

There is a wide range of groups that representia vange
of Yukoners from all walks of life, whether theyean the ex-
amples | listed or in tourism, arts, culture or #rewledge-
based economy, et cetera — all of which have bzeluaed in
the NDP’s proposed amendment. We think that athefn play
a very important part in helping the governmenttietpriori-

territories and to, indeed, maintain the territbfianding for-

mula. That is a very important part of our abitityoperate and
respond to Yukon citizens. We appreciate very mthehfact

that the current federal government does underdtiaaidcut-

ting equalization or cutting the territorial fundiris not the
appropriate path to take.

In my remaining time, Mr. Speaker, | will give axfeex-
amples of working, as well, with other levels ofrgnment.

There are a number of areas just within Energy,edliand
Resources — not to mention all the other areasowéigment
— where we work with First Nation governments ariti @on-
tinue to do so. That includes working with Tr'ondélwéch’in
on the agricultural development and potential ofd&in Sun-
nydale. That includes the Faro mine remediatiofegtavhere,
since 2004, over $7 million has been provided fecaéd First
Nations to support their participation in the Farime remedia-
tion. Affected Yukon First Nation businesses alsmeived
over $2 million of sub-contracts, 571 person ddydi@ct em-
ployment and $250,000 of training opportunitie@10 alone
— for the training opportunities, that is.

Another example is Yukon government, Canada artteLit
Salmon-Carmacks have reached an agreement onrtteslige
tion of Mount Nansen. Energy, Mines and Resour@es fdro-
vided over $962,000 to Little Salmon-Carmacks. Kkid-irst
Nation solar net metering project is completedolawng the
installation of a 4.7 kilowatt solar photovoltaicray on the
roof of the First Nation’s fleet vehicle building.

I know I'm running out of time, so | can’t go thrghi the
long list of other examples | had. We don’t belighat the
proposal made by the NDP would be an enhancemetiteto
motion, but we will continue to do some of the tigrthat are
outlined within it.

Ms. Stick: | support this amendment to Motion No.
430, and thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin foimiging the
motion forward. It certainly recognizes that we dependent
on federal funding and he speaks in the motion a@nrtapital
projects. The member talks about playgrounds andudtation
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and that type of thing, but this isn’'t what thissnatended for.
We understand that if a community association cofoesard
and says they've met and would like to have a plawygd, then
that's a fairly simple consultation that has taldace and can
occur. It's not what was addressed in this motiod eertainly
not what is addressed in the amendment that the bdeifor
Whitehorse Centre has proposed.

| believe that in fact we've not removed anythingnfi the
first motion, but we've added to it and by addingitt | think
we've strengthened it. We left off LACs and we left AYC,
and we left off NGOs and a long list of who shobkl/e been
included. | don't think this was meant to cover mvsingle
organization in the Yukon and if we had tried to tthat we
would have been accused of putting too much iniabeing
too long a list.

When we talk about municipalities, we are encompgss
LACs; we're talking about hamlets; we’re talkingoaib cities. |
would include in that the Association of Yukon Comommties

when we talk about NGOs, or when the member meation

that. When we talk about citizens, it's not juddiinduals, but
it's those citizen groups that are so impacted thatwould
consider consulting also. Along with consultation and |
thought the Member for Whitehorse Centre also spokeol-
laboration and working together — it is not jusnsaltation,
but a way to work together to make sure that negdsbeing
met; that projects going forward are the ones Wetvant and
that the communities want, especially the majoitahprojects
that were outlined in the main motion.

Best practices, designing, planning and implemegnbh
projects based on comprehensive needs assessrientae
this is critical.

We do need to know exactly what communities aréngsk
for, what is important to them, and what is incldde their
plan. Best practices — in this day and age, withtdthnology
and research available — there is so much out ttierewe
don’t need to reinvent.

| believe we can look to other territories, otheoyinces
and the federal government and see what the bastiges are,
aim for those, and incorporate them when we aragithe
planning and implementing of projects. Increasiagidlative
oversight | really believe is something we all needo. It is
part of our job, whether we are in government oopposition.
This is part of it.

| just want to go back to one example, though, thiaink
illustrates where this didn’'t happen — or, partitofiappened
and then we did a 180-degree turn — and | reféx. kb Collins
Secondary School in my riding. There was a consaoitgroc-
ess with teachers, council, First Nations, the sthommunity,
students and members of Riverdale about what wasedand
what was needed. There was consultation with usmrpg. A
lot of time and effort, on the part of many, margople, was
put forward to come up with a school design anah pieat met
most people’s needs. Not everyone got everythiay tianted.
There was cooperation, collaboration and, in the, emn
agreement with what was happening.

I know because | go to the meetings at the schidadre is
a resignation that “We did this work. We've donealt, and

now they're asking again for us to tell them what want” —
and to be very clear about what you really need wahdt
would be nice to have and in a short time franmjast have to
say that I've had teachers talk to me; I've hadepts talk to
me, and some are of the opinion right now, “Justdosome-
thing — anything. Just get on with it,” and othare just feel-
ing, “Why are we being asked again? We've told théve’'ve
done the work.” There’'s a sense of resignation atf@iwhole
project. | think some of those things might haverbavoided if
there was a plan — there was a plan. It could Hseen im-
plemented, but even that plan was not brought backCan
we change this up? Can we remove something? Caadde
something? ”

It has been difficult for that population and faat school
community and | hear it. People talk to me about Ipeactices
for designing, planning, and implementing projecthere
might have been a way this could have been movedafo
and that money that was overbudget removed frompttogect,
and I've heard from lots of people about that.

| do support this amendment though. | believe ftihat
strengthens the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin’s motidndon’t
have a problem with that motion; it's about capgsdjects. It's
about working collaboratively. We've talked abouat, and we
must. The majority of our funding does come frore tBov-
ernment of Canada, but it's not the Government ahatia’s
money. It's our money. It's all our money. We allyptaxes
and that’s where it goes.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll be reasonably brief on the

amendment. The amendment appears to me to conypletel

change the motion as brought forward by the Memfoer
Pelly-Nisutlin in that it goes on to a completeljferent area
than the original motion, which was to consult witle Gov-
ernment of Canada. For that reason alone | havee giiffi-

culty, but I think that I'd like to address one feular issue
here and that’s consulting with municipalitiespeat a little bit
of time as a member of a municipal council andaneshorter
time as the head of the Association of Yukon Comitres |

found that during my time, especially with the CifyWhite-

horse council, that consulting was something that wione
extremely well between the department and the @fityhite-

horse. In fact, with the city we were able to man&m negoti-
ate an agreement that turned over all planningnfanicipal
lands within the city to city administration. Sontxary to what
was heard some time ago in the Legislature wheeenoember
opposite was criticizing the government for the sntsat the
Government of Yukon had made planning the Whistiad
subdivision — that was completely wrong.

The responsibility for that had been turned oveht City
of Whitehorse. The City of Whitehorse consultedhwitun-
dreds of people in the city. We did charettes; weah exten-
sive consultative process. In fact, it was termsdae of the
most complete consultative and collaborative preegsever
held in the City of Whitehorse and probably in t¥iakon.
Consequently, it was decided to go ahead with WhiBéend,
with the cooperation of YTG. YTG was simply workiag the
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contractor because YTG had the deep pockets thaCitly of
Whitehorse simply didn't have.

| think that there is a lot of misunderstanding @tbehat
actually goes on between municipalities and theeBawent of
Yukon. | know that on this side of the House, wédwe that
municipal government is probably the closest gowemt to
the people and that they should be making as manisidns
that affect the people in those municipalities lasytpossibly
can. | know that the member beside me is going &tsdh
Lake this weekend to participate in the Associatiéryukon
Communities AGM.

She is much appreciated within the community fardu-
laborative, consultative attitude. So the idea thanicipalities
aren’t being consulted on an almost daily basisnamy of the
things that occur in the territory is an incorrassumption. I'll
go into that a little bit longer maybe when we batk to gen-
eral debate.

| was happy with the consultation that occurred levhi
was president of AYC for about 3.5 or four yearsl auring
my 10, 11 or 12 years as a councillor for the GtywWhite-
horse.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I’'m just going to speak briefly to the
amendment as it pertains to some of the commeatd treard
from the Member for Riverdale South with respecthe F.H.
Collins school replacement. Certainly, that is afehe big-
gest, if not the biggest, construction project ikain the books
for this government. One of the most important gkirthat
we’re committed to is the principle of fiscal reggibility.

That's why we decided not to proceed with the tertie
sign concept. We remain committed to replacing dlging
school, and we’re moving forward with a new coreldng
design concept for the replacement of the schslalconcept
based on something that has been constructed sfbesand
economically in other jurisdictions, and we’re gpito work on
this project. We want to ensure it proceeds imeelty manner
that allows students to continue their studieshim ¢urrent fa-
cility with as minimal amount of interruption asgsible while
the construction of the new building begins.

All of the bids received during that tender proctssthe
construction of F.H. Collins Secondary School wejected as
the lowest bid came in at 21 percent above theegder esti-
mate. Two pre-tender estimates were received frategend-
ent sources at $38.6 million with the lowest bidnarg in at
$47.78 million. That's almost $10 million beforeetfirst con-
struction worker arrives on the site. Certainly,stngukoners |

We have to be “fiscally responsible” with the paigthat we
do. I'm not sure what definition the Member for Ridale
South has for fiscal responsibility, but it certgiisn’t the one
that | have when it comes to starting a school ih&10 mil-
lion overbudget before the first tradesperson agion the site.

Mr. Speaker, we are very committed to that projéee
been engaged with the school council on a numbescoé-
sions. | have been back and forth with them. | krtbey're
seeking options for the programming that is goingotcur
within the new school. One of the opportunities tias arisen
and has been announced lately is the opportunitiiaps to
include a French first language school. | attenaledeeting at
I'Ecole Emilie Tremblay with the CSFY and heardrfradhe
community. They've decided to take the next stegh explore
that option further. It's an option that we’'ll leawopen to them;
we're not putting a timeline or a time frame arouhdt with
respect to coming up with a decision. We'll jusboke a flexi-
ble design that will allow us to perhaps add Frefidt lan-
guage learning components to the F.H. Collins Seaogn
School if that community so desires.

Mr. Speaker, | do take issue with the Member foreRi
dale South and her comments on the F.H. Collin®alcte-
placement. We are moving ahead with it; we're cottedito
it, but we want to ensure that it's done in a filsceesponsible
manner. That's what our promise was to Yukoners taatls
what we intend to delivering on.

Again, the programming will be very important. It&s
school that’s going to outlast us all — in this |stgture per-
haps, but perhaps not some of the students whgaamng there
right now. We want to make sure that we build foathe long
term and that the space is adaptable to an evobghugation
system and evolving learning facilities and thatetyf thing as
we move forward. I'm disappointed, | guess, wite ember
for Riverdale South and her comments on “just bitild

With that, | won't be supporting this amendmentpoeed
by the MLA for Whitehorse Centre.

Mr. Silver:
two items here, | was happy to see it, but it'souinate that
the NDP included item number (3) in this amendméist.my
opinion that this would be an absolute logisticajhtmare.
Also, as | recall, the NDP spent a lot of time dgriprivate
members’ day discussing this concept, and it wagetting a
lot of traction outside of the party at that time.

It was Motion No. 368. | believe it was amendedthg
Yukon Party at that time, but it was never voted Dimat was

have spoken with and many Yukoners my colleague® ha standing in the name of — | don’t have that infotimra here

spoken with recognize that that was not the figaasponsible
way to proceed with that school. When | hear thenbver op-
posite saying that the school community says, “lbusid it.

Just build anything,” that’'s certainly not what I'lmearing.
They want to make sure that we build a school tinegts their
programming requirements, but build it in a fisgaltsponsible
way.

— the Member for Whitehorse Centre.

In terms of this amendment, item (1), “consultinghw
municipalities, First Nation governments and depsient
corporations, and citizens in the identificatiord gmioritization
of infrastructure projects” — absolutely. It's theinion of the
Liberal Party that this is fundamental in creatangustainable
Yukon. It would hopefully take a lot of the partispolitics out

My colleagues and | have spoken to many Yukoners whof the rationale for major builds.

consider this to be the right decision. They peshdign’t think
that we had the courage to proceed in this martmerywe did.

Item (2), “using best practices in the designinignping
and implementing of projects based on comprehensaesls

On the amendment, after reading the first
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assessments” — once again, absolutely. It's agt@aiad tes-
tament that this would even have to be mentioned.

Iltem (3), the increased legislative oversight i$ some-
thing that | can support. Let the communities bartieand the
process be respected and allow the governmenteotidly to
move forward and to show leadership and to makara phen
when the ribbons get cut and the budgets get sizat, let the
voting public of the Yukon provide the oversighteded with
their votes.

With that being said, | can’t support this amendmeéxo
appreciate the scope in which it was brought fodwdnut |
wish it was just numbers (1) and (2). At this ppintvon’t be
supporting the amendment.

Mr. Tredger: On the amendment — I'd like to thank
the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forth eéhoriginal
motion. | think it speaks well and it's somethirtat will be
important going forward for the Yukon. I'd also ¢iko thank
the Member for Whitehorse Centre for the amendment.

| think the amendment greatly improves the motitin.
would accept the government’s position over theessity of
getting federal funds for highways, energy, hospitand other
infrastructure, but would bring issues of considiat fiscal
responsibility, legislative oversight, planning andmmunity
wants and needs into major infrastructure decisions

We've become used to spending a lot of money.Hés
coming increasingly evident that the money we’verbepend-
ing is not going to be ours to spend forever.

We need to become fiscally responsible, good masaife
the taxpayers’ money, whether it comes from Ottagva
whether it comes from the Yukon. The Auditor Gehdras
pointed out a number of ways that we can increasefiscal
responsibility and where we can ensure that ouastifuctures
are more effective. We can look to ensure thatiofiastruc-
ture projects are respectful of all people and tbaysider the
needs and wants of each community and citizen.

The original motion speaks to consulting with tieedral
government. The amendment speaks also to consulteith
local citizens, with municipalities and with Firslation gov-
ernments. We on this side believe they go hanaimh

While you might say it's a given, if it is necesséo spell
out the need to consult with the federal governmeatbelieve
it is also necessary and equally important to clbresud trust
the citizens of the Yukon.

The member opposite from Lake Laberge talked apout
oritizing. | believe he’s selling the Yukon peoméort. He
talked about bridge building as being too technfoalYukon
people to talk about or to be consulted on. Heetdllrbout
structures as being too complex to consult Yukarpfeabout.
I think Yukon people — the Yukon people in my rigin—
have a lot of common sense. They know the valua ddllar.
They want their dollars spent well.

| believe that when they're consulted and when 'tieeyn-
volved in the decision-making process, they are ablmake
sound, rational, commonsense decisions that acallfisre-
sponsible, that are beneficial to their communiaesl to the
Yukon and will improve our standard of living.

| remember a time when many communities wantedva ne
school in their community because they were agigy were
consulted and involved and the needs of each contynwere
laid out. The school councils of the day and tmepresenta-
tives sat down and established a priority list. yftreisted the
system because it was open, clear and transp&@nthe next
number of years, schools were built in an ordealghfon after
what had been a lot of concern about who got the s&hool
and a lot of division. Consultation moved past that

What if we did the same for recreational facilitiasrural
Yukon? What if we took the time to get all the nuipalities
and their representatives together and said, “Hex¢he needs;
let’s take this out of the political process, latigke the process
open and transparent, and let's make some decididmedieve
in Yukon people. | believe in their common sens#] & be-
lieve they would say, “Yes, this community need dinst.
We’ll go number three on the list, or number fouartbe list.” |
believe, when it comes to building it, that theylvie fiscally
responsible because Yukon people know the valua lodird-
earned dollar. If they are involved in the decisinaking proc-
ess, they take ownership and they take respongibifi they
are not involved, if Cabinet makes the decision bestows it
upon their community, they have been left out.

They've been left out of that process. They've biednout
of the ownership. | believe in the people of Haidesction,
Dawson City, Mayo, Teslin and Watson Lake. | bedievhen
we’re designing and building projects, the closeragn get to
the people who are actually going to use it, theenfiscally
responsible, the better used and the better desglppoject it
is.

| need look no further than some of the facilitieat were
built in Mayo, where the Village of Mayo worked ltkim-hand
with the Government of Yukon, the Government of &nand
other funders. They were consulted. They were weal They
took ownership and they created wonderful facgitthat are
widely used. They became their buildings.

As the Member for Riverdale South said, we're akihg
about small playgrounds, although those too shbhaleg needs
assessments done. We should determine through Itaditsu
what we’re building, why we’re building it, how we' going to
build it and what needs it will serve. Yes we dedaonsulta-
tion and hats off to the Department of Community®es for
the work they are doing in the communities and dbesulta-
tion they are doing. | would hope we’re consultiwgh the
federal government as a matter of course.

What this motion is intended to do — | assume i ze
intent of the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin — is to ems that that
consultation takes place. The member was concethat
maybe we haven't been consulting with the fedesslegnment
to our fullest extent, so he felt the need to m#iie motion.
We’'re saying yes, makes sense, and we would dsoatdi in-
clude consultation with Yukon citizens because veticle
consultation with them is best for everyone.

Then the structures they are involved in can sase u
money; it's fiscally responsible. They take parttlire owner-
ship and the care, and the local people are alspoamnected
to the ongoing costs and the operation and maintenaf fa-
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cilities. I've heard time and time again: we wolike to be
involved in the planning so we're not left with arde, annual
bill to pay yearly; so that we can be involved imkimg sure
that the buildings, the infrastructure, meet ouedse fulfills
our desires and lasts so our children and our ighild children
can benefit.

In closing, | support this amendment. | think it kesa a
good motion stronger. | support the people of thxoh and |
support their need to be involved in the decisiaakimg proc-
ess.

Speaker:
the amendment?
Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Disagree.

Ms. McLeod: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Disagree.

Mr. Hassard: Disagree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Disagree.

Mr. Elias: Disagree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are five yea, 12 nay.

Speaker:
negatived.

Amendment to Motion No. 430 negatived

Speaker:
the main motion?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm pleased to rise today to
speak to Motion No. 430. | believe it's very imgaont for Yuk-
oners to discuss a few of the many projects on hwHighways
and Public Works has successfully collaborated with Gov-
ernment of Canada for funding to improve qualityifaf for all
Yukoners.

By focusing our efforts on building sound and dieab-
frastructure to support our growing communities and grow-
ing economy, we are constructing the necessarydations for
a sustainable and prosperous future. Critical stfteture,
such as roads, highways and bridges, contributesatihy and

sustainable communities and are essential to tbeostic and
social development in the north.

The Government of Yukon is facing some recent fogdi
pressures, namely that the Building Canada plarirexpn
2016. We look forward to working with Canada shoalde-
placement program be implemented.

The territorial health system sustainability iriti@ ex-
pires in 2014 and, to date, there is no federalrositment to
extend the initiative beyond that date. Fundinghey Govern-
ment of United States for the Shakwak agreemenptiate and
maintain the south Alaska Highway and Haines Road re-

Does any other member wish to be heard onrmoved from the U.S. government’s 2012 transpomatidl,

which means that the $280 million to $340 millicstimated to
complete the work is no longer in place. Yukon'&wjng
population will require the construction of morehsols, as
well as the expansion of Whitehorse General Hokspitzkon's
expanding economy will require more Yukon governtrien
vestment in energy, transportation and communicatidra-
structure.

While Yukon’s economic outlook is extremely positjv
we must be cognizant that the percentage increaeariterri-
torial formula financing agreement for subsequezatryg will be
significantly lower than in recent years. Some lué funding
pressures can be accommodated by increased revéoues
the private sector due to Yukon’s strong economgweler,
we must continue to live within our means in megtiur plat-
form commitments.

As the Minister of Highways and Public Works, I'fs@
cognizant of the fact that both mining and touriara largely
dependent upon Yukon’'s transportation infrastruetas our
primary roads, secondary roads, rural roads, resourads,
bridges and airports. Work continues this year ectisns of
the Alaska Highway, as part of the Shakwak projecgood
fiscal management from this government. We havelguim
reserve for this. This important project continugth funding
from the Government of the United States, in pasgtnie with
the Government of Canada. Its purpose is to erswae and
modern highway corridor leading to Alaska. The Gawmeent
of Yukon, in concert with the Government of Canaslifi, con-
tinue to make representations to U.S. legislatorsestore

The nays have it. | declare the amendmenhmdmg for the Shakwak project and any new buiide're

always working on this.
My department is continuing to work closely wittett.S.
federal highway administration to determine hovbést spend

Does any other member wish to be heard Ohe remaining funds and the time frame over whiathsspend-

ing should occur. We will also be spending $4 midlthis year
on permafrost remediation to stabilize the northskh High-
way and improve the drainage capacity and replaoerok
deteriorating BST surface with hot mixed asphalti@Haines
Road. A further $13.5 million will be spent on panent over-
lay for the Haines Road. Our government is allocptb4.35
million for rehabilitation of existing pavement @ections of
the Alaska Highway, totalling over 10 kilometresithweither
full pavement overlay or recycling pavement intedaourse
and resurfacing with BST.

Reconstruction of the Campbell Highway is an imaort
initiative of this government. This year, we wilbrttinue to
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reconstruct the remaining improvement sections fkdometre
95 to 107. This multi-year project has been sigaiifitly accel-
erated due in large part to the support from thadBig Can-
ada fund. Reconstruction will improve safety on tbads for
all the users and provide a more stable, reliableé secure
transportation corridor.

The Atlin Road is an important tourist route and tinly
land access to the community of Atlin, British Quloia. Fund-
ing from Canada has allowed for the significanborestruction
of this support roadway in the southwest Yukonhds been
able to be upgraded from gravel to hard surfacé;hwis great.
This roadway is often affected by adverse weatladitions
and the planned improvements will increase overpéirating
safety and reduce the maintenance costs and vehéde and
tear. The result is a safer highway for the tranglpublic and
lower maintenance costs.

Other highway improvements include $2 million fdret
second year of a two-year project to reconstruetsihrface of
the Takhini Hot Springs Road. Initial public cortstibn will
be undertaken to ensure that residents are corpietermed
of the 2013 construction plans and determine tieéeped op-
tion related to the proposed sport trails adjatetie highway.

Mr. Speaker, | think a lot of it you'll see longfbee the
amendment. | speak to stuff that we’re already gleithin the
proposed amendment to our motion. Members oppasite

This government is committed to providing high dmyal
energy-efficient and cost-effective housing for @eniors. In
2011, this government partnered with Yukon Housogpora-
tion and Canada to see through to the completiorafnstruc-
tion of a new seniors housing complex in Whitehozadled
Waterfront Place. This unique complex now provi@@spri-
vate residences, office space for health care gevsj and
roof-top garden and common areas for the enjoynoérits
residents. It's worth a look.

This government also partnered with the Yukon Haogisi
Corporation and Canada to deliver a new housingptexin
Dawson City. We also work closely with the Cityl@&wson to
ensure that that building has a historic appeara@oenpleted
in early 2011, this project contains 19 apartmanis was built
to Yukon Housing Corporation’s SuperGreen enerdigiefit
standards. In 2011 Canada contributed funding towle air
terminal building expansion project at the Erik INe:n White-
horse International Airport. This important expamsiwork
included the addition of a new baggage carouselahrarea
and a secure passenger waiting area. With almo8i030
flight passengers using the airport in 2012, weehgsgen an
increase of 94 percent over the past 10 years. ilpsrtant
improvement enables us to better serve both Yulsoaad
travellers. The airport is now able to accommoadéidon’s
growing population and growing tourism sector. BiL2, ap-

review Hansard and see exactly where I'm at, if they’re not proximately 294,000 passengers used the Whitehairpert

getting it.

There is $500,000 to complete safety improvementsh
as guardrail replacement or repair, rock fall pcobm and sub-
grade improvements on primary highways; anotherOf8ID
for the Alaska Highway Whitehorse corridor plannirg that
was spoken of in the House; $500,000 for aggregateoduc-
tion and surface of the Silver Trail; $1.25 millifor surfacing,
spot repairs and erosion control on the Dempstghway;
$1.35 million for improvements to the North Canad®l; and
$870,000 for surfacing and safety improvements viarous
secondary roads.

Our transportation division maintains a total oB30)
kilometres of road, including eight kilometres aidge/ferry
crossings, 128 bridges, four airports and 25 aerods. We
operate two full-time weigh scales and have twoitamthl
weigh scales that can be activated as required.

In 2010, the Pelly River bridge superstructure wes
painted with support from federal funds. This intpat work
provided more than just a cosmetic upgrade. It aldlb prevent
corrosion of the steel structure and lengthen ttidgb's life-
span.

Other bridge work includes $1.88 million for rehahtion
of the Stewart River bridge, and the Yukon RiveaJddne and
the Wagon Creek. A further $500,000 has been akdcéor
rehabilitation design of the Nisutlin Bay bridge. 2010, we
also received federal funding to build additiontffshousing
for Canada Border Services. We project managedatiisthey
were very happy — the delivery of the two projectdhich
included the construction of two staff residenaesiitle Gold
and eight staff residences in Pleasant Camp.

while an estimated 80,000 visited the airport, esitmeeting
passengers or utilizing airport services. Whitebdras seen a
94-percent increase of passengers arriving andriitegpahe
airport over the last 10 years.

Highways and Public Works is currently managingew f
capital projects, which include Betty’'s Haven. Tlgsa new
second-stage housing facility for women and chiidescaping
family violence. Highways and Public Works is mainggthis
project for the Yukon Women’s Transition Home Stgidhe
project is on schedule and within budget. Compiei® ex-
pected in August 2013.

The EMS ambulance station — this is a new four-day
bulance station and emergency response facilitatémk near
the Canada Games Centre. The foundation work dtartéhe
fall of 2011 with building construction getting ugrdvay in the
spring of 2012 and completion is expected this fall

The Ross River arena — a design/build contractttier
new arena was signed with Ketza Pacific in NovenEr2.
Work on-site is scheduled to commence soon. Theegrds
expected to be completed by this fall.

We spoke about the APU, the arrest processing This
is an intake and holding facility to be built asadition to the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. The design is umdgrand
expected to be ready in May. Public tenders willoo¢ The
construction is expected to begin this summer.

The new passenger boarding bridge — constructioa of
new passenger bridge has been completed. Howewsre s
minor installations need to be completed before lithidge is
made available for use this spring. The bridge suppd in-
stallation contract was done through a Yukon assestruction
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agreement between the Yukon government and Kwadlin
First Nation working together.

The Dawson waste-water treatment plant is essentiale
healthy and sustainable future of the communityDafvson.
The Building Canada fund provided two-thirds of theancial
resources required to see this project throughsutstainable
completion. The sewage plant is more than a rolmastpact
and environmentally appropriate system; it is usmgpvative
technology — which I'll speak to in a little bit te better meet
crucial infrastructure requirement needs of todagl gomor-
row.

| would also like to mention the collaboration bfst gov-
ernment with Parks Canada in providing year-rouccess to
Kathleen Lake and Kluane National Park and Resantktthe
Chilkoot Trail National Historic Site — two populagcreation
destinations for Yukoners. This coordinated effuas encour-
aged winter recreation, supported winter touris @nhances
the safety of these popular multi-use recreatianas.

Some large capital projects in this budget incledeh
things as the Yukon College mobile trades unit, tatson
Lake conservation office, the Atlin campground, Mci2ald
Lodge replacement, Sarah Steele replacement, Véhitetsen-
iors housing project, Mayo seniors housing projact the
Swift River living complex. In my riding, Beaver €&k is get-
ting a major $3.66-million facelift with the consttion of the
new Beaver Creek fire hall, EMS and search anduee$acil-
ity. The new facility will enable training, skilldevelopment
and team building among emergency responders sahbp
are better able to help visitors, neighbours amdilfes in the
communities along the Alaska Highway.

The Ross River public works building will be offaiy
opened upon completion later this spring. It wiuse the
community’s fire truck, the other public works veleis and a
new water treatment plant. The two projects combirepre-
sent a $7-million investment under the Building &aa plan.

| just want to speak a little bit about the temytef Nuna-
vut — this is how important it is that we collabtraand we
work with the Government of Canada. In Nunavut —thia last
budget, we saw $100 million going into housingtha North-
west Territories, we've seen $300 million for thead from
Inuvik to Tuk. We have infrastructure here alsad tha need to
keep working with Ottawa on to build and upgrade iofra-
structure.

Improving project management and contracting ara pr
curement — | want to speak a little bit about thetcause that
does fall under the Department of Highways and iewvbrks.
My colleagues and | appreciate the good work thatgovern-
ment employees have done in this area. We've hetsdrom
the members opposite about the audit in 2008. thikeMem-
ber for Pelly-Nisutlin said yesterday, | was alaaght that if |
don’t have anything good to say, then to not sagd I’'m not
going to, just because I'm not very impressed withdecorum
in this House. I'd really like to just get across mpoint so
Yukoners can hear it.

The Government of Yukon has been modernizing sesvic
to make contract regulations, policies and prooesidair and
consistent and accessible for business. The degattimas

been responsive to input we heard from contracodssuppli-
ers, and we are simplifying the procurement prozesgve're
working with the departments so the processesharedme.

What suppliers told us is that they wanted bettésrma-
tion and an increase of information and accessot@gment
business and opportunities.

We provide more training to government employeesio
crease their expertise. That's something we've dakie’'ve
had many people go through a lot of different cesirsThe
increased centralized support for procurement isgoelone
through our procurement office; introduction of moelec-
tronic tools without negatively affecting smallandiness; rec-
ognize the contributions of local business to Yukatonomy
— the revised threshold — we’ve created a new sepglrec-
tory. Some increased consistency and fairnessrandgarency
to reduce supplier time and cost to provide bideasare and
track suppliers’ performance and use in bid evauat— this
is something we started with the Yukon Contractssocia-
tion.

This government and my department are building fen t
foundations of strong government procurement aralisimg
our efforts on improving internal processes, esgbcithose
that have created challenges for our suppliers. Miméster of
Education just spoke to it with respect to F.H.li@el Secon-
dary School.

With the amendment to the motion, item number &9:s
“using best practices in the designing, planning iamplement-
ing projects based on comprehensive needs assdssmen

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Riverdale South, on a point of
order.
Ms. Stick: We're not speaking to the amendment to

the motion now. We’re back to the main body of thetion.
The amendment was defeated, if the member acrossme
bers.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: | will remind the minister that he is speaking
to the main motion as originally presented.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

I'm just tying thing together,

On the motion, we have a risk assessment that we've

started doing since the Auditor General's reportoon infra-

structure, so when it's time to go to Ottawa ancreverorking

with and collaborating with the Government of Camazh

monies that would come to us, we can improve ofragtruc-
ture. We have a list of infrastructure that neegjslacement,
roads that need upgrades, bridges that need fixige do that
already. We've been doing that for awhile.

A good example — just look to the City of Dawsontloe
municipality of Dawson: the infrastructure that hgsne in
there, prioritized for the people of Dawson. We éavithin
Highways and Public Works a tradition of being iwative and
trying out new ideas and techniques to improve penform-
ance and service delivery. We have a portion dniregtcalled
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Connections. It's an initiative within Highways arRRublic

Works. We have management and regular employeesanho

all part of this Connections team. It's a willingseto rethink
how we do things; it's essential when budgets ajlt,t but
even more, it's expected of us to do the best we foa the
taxpayers’ dollars.

For this reason, this is where the department loatecup
with Connections, which | support. Some of the nréaxam-
ples I'll just bring up — the installation of Dawss first verti-
cal shaft, waste-water treatment facility in Canaddis is the
first in Canada. Also, playing into it to cut thest down for
the residents of Dawson City, an installation cftate-of-the-
art district heating system that relies on a laoad renewable
energy source — | could go on about cutting-edgirnation-
ally recognized research on the number of highwaystruc-
tion and resurfacing techniques when we hear aibbait the
time — reducing the degradation of underlying peros.

Like most Yukoners, we try to live within our meaasd
be fiscally responsible. Things didn’t look good2@08 in the
rest of the world. Canada came out strong. The bovent of
Canada came out strong because it is fiscally respie. Be-
ing fiscally responsible, the Yukon and Alberta gmiments
are the only two not running a deficit in Canadghtinow —
out of all the provinces and territories. As thegivays and
Public Works minister, | am committed to being &g re-
sponsible on our projects. As you have heard meirsadkis
House sometimes, I've been asked many times irHbise by
members opposite why we are overbudget and theedashy
we can’t retender or why are we retendering a ptdé per-
cent over?

Working with our partners within the GovernmentQs#n-
ada is integral to the growth of Yukon infrastruetuand
proper management will make our dollars go furtfaar all
Yukoners. | commend this motion the Member for YrRell
Nisutlin put forward. | believe a good working reédsship
with our federal counterparts goes a long, long Via@ythe
residents of the Yukon and for infrastructure ia ¥ukon.

Ms. Moorcroft:
which urges the Government of Yukon to continuewtark
collaboratively with the Government of Canada fanding to
improve our highways, construct new schools, exgaedcur-
rent hospital and enable investment in energy,spraration
and communication infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon government receives milliohs
dollars every year from the Government of Canadecddrse,
we in this House are very well aware as we scrzgirthe
Yukon government budgets and our Public Accountemnds
that the Government of Canada contributes 80 peroén
Yukon government annual revenues.

Indeed, for the 2013-14 budget, the Governmentaofada
revenues are $978,986,000. That is almost theafulbunt of
the expenditures of the Yukon government, which €dmat
$1,121,321. So we are certainly very well aware tha rely
quite heavily on the Canadian government and thgatgers of
the entire country of Canada when it comes to ¥perditures
that we have here in the Yukon.

| rise to speak to Motion No. 430,

| would like to touch on several of the areas ciomta in
the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin’s motion, with thenaiof deter-
mining what lessons can be learned toward improemgcol-
laboration. | will begin with Highways and Publicdfks. The
Highways and Public Works budget is heavily sulzsidi by
the Government of Canada. In fact, over the pastehts, the
Yukon government has received several million aslléor
transportation infrastructure from the GovernmehCanada,
yet I've been unable to get a satisfactory answan fthe Min-
ister of Highways and Public Works about his plagnfor
improving the Alaska Highway from the cut-off attintersec-
tion to the south Klondike Highway to the cut-offthe inter-
section of the north Klondike Highway.

There is a real need to improve highway safetythedac-
cess to residential subdivisions, to industrialdivlions, the
two main access routes downtown into the City ofitdHorse
— the Robert Service Way and the Two Mile Hill.

We've heard reports from people from Marsh Lake and

Mount Lorne complaining that the work on the rottasy drive
seem to have been a reduced standard of crushdeettay’re
seeing a lot of problems with the road, and thegls® point-
ing out that they contribute to the bulk of theffteathat does,
in fact, commute to Whitehorse on a daily basis.

The Alaska Highway has quite an amazing history.
started out with its construction by regiments loé tUnited
States Army, which included two black regiments: Fany of
our First Nation people, their encounter with theng Corps
of Engineers was their first contact with someorm®was not
aboriginal.

Over the years, we've also seen the Alaska Highivay
proved. In fact, it has been tremendously improvedas been
shortened a great deal. With engineering, you caoraplish a
lot. There have been entire long stretches of iheway taken
out — cutting out a mountain pass and moving talaroone.
So | know that although it is costly, a lot of imgements can
be made.

| am disappointed in the Yukon Party governmenhat it
doesn’t have a vision and long-term planning fopriaving the
Alaska Highway corridor between the two cut-offsthat 33-
kilometre stretch in the Whitehorse area. We knbat High-
ways and Public Works can increase lines of sitjiety can cut
down hills. We know that that work would be expessiBear-
ing in mind that three-quarters of the populatiores in the
Whitehorse area, that our international airportaisng that
stretch of the highway and that it's where the @ity of
Whitehorse and the bulk of industrial and comméiaidivities
are located, it would seem to me that the governrabauld
have completed its functional planning for thatteecof the
Alaska Highway corridor.

I would turn now then to the Auditor General’s repo
when the Office of the Auditor General of Canadalitd
Highways and Public Works in 2007.

“The Government of Yukon’'s Department of Highways

and Public Works is responsible for ensuring thetigportation
infrastructure in the territory is safe and effitieHighways
and bridges are especially important in the spargepulated
Yukon, where communities are separated by longuaésts.”
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So what the audit found was that the departmentndid
have a rigorous approach to long-term planningfanding for
maintenance and rehabilitation of the highway assetluding
bridges. There is a need to bring the conditiomougtandard.

In addition the Auditor General found that “Many thie
transportation infrastructure and building projectgent over
their original targets for total spending,” andttfa.the De-
partment did not adequately manage the risk of saarur-
rences.”

I'll come back to speaking about risk and addressie
comments the Minister of Highways just made in & fao-
ments here.

| want to speak briefly about an issue | have dhigethis
House before. It is completely unacceptable anie drankly,
puzzling why this government refuses to addressntdeds of
the community of Ross River for a safe road. Theee many
dollars in the budget for a road to a potential meiwe, which
goes right past Ross River, but the government tiv@arnmit
to upgrading for the safety of the residents of RBsver and
those who visit them, those who go there to wodyegnment
officials who go there to provide services to mersbef the
community.

In contrast, we see that there is a $31-milliorestnent in
the Campbell Highway and a lot of that is used almexclu-
sively for mine traffic. We know that those expdodés may
be needed, but | am pointing out to the ministet there is a
long-standing need for infrastructure developmerat they are
certainly not collaborating with the residents leé tommunity
of Ross River or with the First Nation. That's oofethe rea-
sons why my colleague had brought forward an amendm
about the need for also consulting with municipesit First
Nation governments, development corporations atigedis in
the identification and prioritization of infrastruce projects —
but that has been defeated.

Now, the Auditor General has also spoken abounted
to improve project management. I've raised a nunufeson-
cerns about project management. Some recent exangble
tremendous overexpenditures are the WhitehorseeCtawnal
Centre facility, which is now at $70 million and wting.
There was a lot of money spent on redesign, there @ num-
ber of change orders, and we don’t know the fubtsoWe
don’t know, for example, the full cost of heatingpu@lding that
was shrouded in plastic over the winter months bseahe
schedule wasn't properly rolled out. If the desigork is done
early enough and the tender work is out early ehptigen
construction can begin so that there can be a lvetdre the
cold weather comes and you're not spending hugeuataaf
money to heat an incomplete facility.

I've also been asking about the arrest processitigamd
not been getting very clear answers on that project

It started out with expenditures originally in t810-11
budget, and then there were plans to have it bu2012. Now
we’re hearing that it's going to be completed irl2G@nd that
the redesign is to save funds. Well, we've headal there's a
concrete pad that doesn’t match the footprint &f building,
and that the heating system may not be able tesbé because
it was installed and there will now have to be & rgystem

because the work that has been done to date ddisn’tvith
the redesign. So they may have to remove the cligtsy

I'd like the minister to be accountable here fooda ex-
penditures. It's bad planning to redesign after 'yeuspent
over $1 million. The proper approach to planningoisesign
before you build and not have what the MinisteHighways
and Public Works referred to as a design/build goohere
you simply just keep changing as you go along.bgsl plan-
ning to say, “Oh well, we’ll get started, but we nvdo save
some money so we're going to change the design.”

Now, in speaking about planning, the Minister ofaltle
and Social Services spoke about the fact that tiresMr of
Community Services would be attending the Asscmatf
Yukon Communities AGM in Watson Lake this weekemd a
that she was noted for her collaborative and coaisvg man-
ner.

So | want to speak for a moment about the needbhen
community of Carcross in —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It would appear to me that pursu-
ant to Standing Order 19(b), the Member for CopglkerBouth
has been going on for quite some time about mattextsare
not related to the motion. I'm not sure she’s awalnat motion
we're discussing, but it appears to me that she stias/ed
some.

Government House Leader, on a point of

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: I'm sure the member will tie it together for
us in a few moments here.

Ms. Moorcroft: Thank you for your ruling. | have
been speaking about improving our highways and tainda-
structure improvements, which is the substanchisfrhotion.

In fact, the Minister of Community Services has put a
challenge to Carcross for the community to cometiogr on a
consensus of what were the most important needdified by
the community and to work with governments to mtwvese
initiatives forward. My colleague, the MLA for Motih.orne-
Southern Lakes, within a couple of weeks had omghiand
held a public meeting and invited the minister tterad, al-
though | understand she was not able to attenchdeting, and
achieved the result that the community came togetfté two
immediate priorities that they requested the Yugowernment
deal with and those were for a new multipurpose roamity
centre and for a seniors/elders centre and housingplex.

We heard the Minister of Highways and Public Wqgkst
speaking about $6 million for a Beaver Creek fil fand
about $7 million in expenditures for improvements Ross
River and this government, as | said at the outdets have
millions of dollars and a majority of those dolldrem the
Government of Canada for funding for a number &falstruc-
ture projects.

| want to point out that the current community cenn
Carcross is very old and that we’re looking foraclémelines
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from the Yukon government as to when and how the pwi-
orities they have identified for a multi-purposeroaunity cen-
tre and a seniors/elders centre and housing comyleke met
during the next few years of the Yukon Party maed&ince
the government has spoken in support of this moticnust
that that minister will support the collaborativerisultative
approach in the community of Carcross and will oespto
how they might meet those needs of the community.

I would also like to speak about what we can |aom
the government’s approach to F.H. Collins Secon&ahpool. |
don’t know what to call it. It's more than a redgsi— it's a
do-over; it's a stop-start, stop-start. In fact,enhl was out
knocking on doors in Copperbelt South during thectbn pe-
riod, | spoke with many parents and with younggstfiime vot-
ers, who were very clear that it was time to getitih com-
pleting the construction of F.H. Collins. There heeen delay
after delay and mistake after mistake. The Preiméey stated
that they’re committed to F.H. Collins, but theynt/@o ensure
the diligence is done.

Well, | guess, in their view, diligence is spendimgney
on building advisory committees, on bringing pattegether
to come up with recommendations for what they ddike to
see in the design of a new school — and then d&ngghat.
The government’s management of the F.H. Collintagment
doesn’t look or sound like fiscal responsibilitycait does not
look like due diligence has been followed.

Also during the election period in 2011 — on thes &f
that election, the Premier posted photos with slsovehand
and announced that the project of the F.H. Colkakool
would soon be open for business. Parents are difrdgkaring
that it's coming soon. There were plans for geotfa@rto be
included as the heating source for this school, thode were
off, and then we think they are back on. I'm noalle sure
about that. But this motion speaks to the imporapicinvest-
ment in energy infrastructure. Geothermal has lweasidered
as a green heating and energy source. Althoughsitahhigh
capital investment cost initially, geothermal powsr cost-
effective, reliable, sustainable and environment@iéndly.

So the use of geothermal heating and energy géoerat
has been proposed to this government for manyrdiffepro-
jects, but | don’t believe it has ever been acaptéhink geo-
thermal use at F.H. Collins would be an ideal cdai#i for a
green power fund if the Yukon government and thevéBo-
ment of Canada could collaborate on that.

So we are speaking in support of the motion, butane
also really urging this government to consider hibwnight
improve its performance in planning and deliverimg high-
ways, schools, hospital and health care projectsedsas in-
vestments in energy, transportation and commuwoicatifra-
structure.

Other members have brought forward to the attentibn
the government the findings of the Auditor Genevhlilo has
examined the Hospital Corporation and health cagerdi-
tures. The Auditor General characterized the ctirgavern-
ment’s decision-making with respect to health daodities as
political. He did not characterize it as collabomt he did not
characterize it as evidence-based, and so | wagle the gov-

ernment to not only support this motion, but taialy do what
this motion urges it to do.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I've sat here and listened for
some time and | have to tell you that | would litee start
maybe at the beginning of where some of these furadse
from, because I'm absolutely astounded that the lpeesnop-
posite have so little understanding of some ofhistory and
how this system works at the present time. Staténkave
been made by members opposite that show a comalate
utter misunderstanding of the allocation of capitairks in
communities around this territory.

Just as a little background information, in 2002 Yukon
government of the past few years had received,nduany
capital allocation from Ottawa, 0.01 percent of thial budget
of any capital allocation, and that was becausefalhe fund-
ing was done on a population per capita basis.

In 2002-03, | participated as a member of the Aission
of Yukon Communities at federal meetings with tleel€ration
of Canadian Municipalities. We lobbied long andchfor over
a year to have the allocation of funding changedafty future
capital allocations funding from Ottawa. We lobbifx an
allocation that would give each jurisdiction in theuntry —
13 jurisdictions — each one percent of the totalldmt and
then anything after that would be allocated on ragagita ba-
sis. We were successful in having that resolutippreved at
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. Laterthte benefit
of the then Minister of Finance, Paul Martin, tleeldéral gov-
ernment agreed with that allocation.

So the first allocation of the gas tax funding tlcame
from Ottawa was based on the new formula — onegpenger
jurisdiction and per capita after that. What thatamt is that, in
the Yukon, we then received a $30-million allocatjwer year
from the $3 billion gas tax fund, rather than thermal
$330,000. So it made a heck of a difference tdahory.

As part of the gas tax fund allocation — | was futest of
the Association of Yukon Communities at the timad ave
entered negotiations with the then Yukon Party goweent
with respect to how that funding would be allocatethin the
territory. The City of Whitehorse — even though ytheave
somewhere between 75 and 80 percent of the populati the
Whitehorse City Council, to their credit, statetlVé don't see
ourselves getting 75 to 80 percent of any annuatation in
funding.” The reasons for this were numerous. Fifsll, there
were First Nations to consider, and they had tbroeight into
the funding formula. There were various communitibat
were not incorporated — non-incorporated commusiitiethe
territory — and then there were other areas thmaplsi weren’t
part of any community at all, all of which had te boked
after by the territorial government.

At that time, we agreed to a split, and what we algreed
to was a committee that would oversee future afiona of
capital funding from that gas tax. The committeenede up of
two members of Association of Yukon Communitiesotw
members from the Council of Yukon First Nationsd awo
members from the territorial government — Commursir-
vices department.
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When communities come up with a capital projectt thabecause of the fact they weren’t being consultguapiately.

they wish to use the gas tax funding for — | untéard the gas
tax funding is one-third community, one-third tesrial and
one-third federal. So when any community comes lth &
project that they wish to utilize that money fdretproject be-
comes their priority. In other words, Yukon goveemh
doesn’t determine what a priority in Mayo is as thember
opposite seems to think — they have to collabordtee
municipal council in Mayo determines what theiropities are,
what they wish to use their gas tax funding for émat pro-
posal then goes to the allocation committee, wkietermines
whether or not that meets the criteria under thetga agree-
ment and the funding is allocated. So any ideatthaterrito-
rial government is going to tell the City of Dawstirat they
can't use their gas tax money to build a new remedacility,
if that's what they so wish, is totally erroneolr. Speaker.
That's not the way the system works. That's thst fihing. |
think it is incumbent upon all members that if veegoing to
get up here and speak about how the territorialegoment
should do things, they first of all understand wtie process
is.

| would also like to reflect on a couple of comnseriiut
before | do that, the Member for Copperbelt Southdenso
many comments about how the two- or three-year fizme
for planning and going back and replanning projecs such
as terrible thing and how obviously we were incotapt be-
cause we were unable to do this in a reasonabkitiea So |
thought I'd bring up two or three things that haaurred in
the past — two or three projects. I'm not even gdio bring
up the Watson Lake sawmill fiasco, because thatldvba too
easy a target. | thought | would instead bring op that began
in late 1985, early 1986. It was a community prbjecder-
taken in the City of Whitehorse and | have an awditreport
on that project right here.

It was put out to tender in August of 1989. A adtemt esti-
mated the cost at $6.5 million. The lowest bid nesg was for
$6.9 million. The project was scaled back again daor esti-
mated cost-savings of $250,000 and retendered iih 2§90.

So now we've moved four years-plus down the time-co
tinuum and we still don’t have a contract. The Cactors As-
sociation expressed surprise that the first tend®s not ac-
cepted and complained about the costs of retergldtis déja
vu all over again, Mr. Speaker. The lowest bid lom tetender
was $7.9 million, so a higher tender on a scaledktoilding
once again. This precipitated further cuts causwen further
delays.

The project was eventually completed in May 1992ren
than six years after planning was begun. It wasptetrad at a
cost of $9.28 million, so the $6.5 million consulta estimate,
by the time construction was actually done, wag2&anillion.
The net cost to the government, because of thettiattother
partners had withdrawn, was substantially highenthantici-
pated.

But I'm sure that none of the participants in thkole
process felt that they were doing anything wronlgeyl were
attempting to work in a fiscally responsible wayel were
attempting to bring in a project that met the nesfdbie people
and still met the budgetary constraints under wihiay oper-
ated.

The fact that this actually occurred — and it wasixayear
project, not a three-year project as the MembeClopperbelt
South has castigated us over — severely chastiseshall we
say — this is just an indication.

I went back through a number of other auditor'sorep
and found some other ones during that time franoethat |
could bring up, but | guess I'm just doing it tooghthat these
things do happen. It's unfortunate and it's sommegtthat we're

The first comment they said is “we have not seey anall trying to avoid. We're attempting to do our deeassess-

analysis of the community needs for this projette Torpora-
tion in control over the planning design of thejpob has no
experience of any kind. Logically, the governmemidd have
taken more control of the project and undertakeanittheir
own.”

ments. We're attempting to ensure that our projectscom-
pletely thought-out, but these things do happen.

| was also struck by the member opposite’s comments

about wants versus needs. She said this is whaieihyge want
and this is what they need. In my 12 years or #iigbss as a

In November 1986, the proposal came forward costingouncillor in the City of Whitehorse, | discovereder and

$9.5 million to be funded by Government of Yukomw@rn-
ment of Canada, City of Whitehorse and an indepeinde
ganization. That was in November of 1986. In Decemnf
1988, the architect submitted the cost of the psap@and it
came in at $14.5 million — a mere $5 million ovbke tantici-
pated cost of the project.

The government decided at that time to pare thgegro
down, so it was scaled down from 5,500 square metwe
3,450, losing some pieces of the project that falhe commu-
nity groups felt were very important, but their mipns were
disregarded in the scaling-down process. Previouskly part
that had been considered essential to the commbyiseveral
groups — including the City of Whitehorse — wasntent
down.

In March of 1989, three years after the initial gsal,
Canada and Whitehorse withdrew funding from thejgmto

over again that wants are not always the same edsn&o we
as political leaders and decision-makers must samestdecide
what do people really want and what do they readigd.

That's one of the things that my colleague, theiMer of
Education, is making an attempt — a real honegfemeness
attempt — to find out. During the construction loé thew F.H.
Collins building, what is the actual need of thengtituents
who will utilize that building? Not what they want because
everybody wants something much better than what tue-
rently have, even if what they currently have mele¢sr needs.
| support the Minister of Education in the changfest he is
intending to make to the F.H. Collins project, drmbmmend
him for trying to work within a budget, while stithaking sure
that the students and the staff and the peoplaeoRiverdale
community get what they actually need.
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I've already talked about how the Government of dtuk
works with municipalities and how the system wodalssfar as
capital funding goes with municipalities, so perhdpwon’t
dwell on that one very much longer. But | shouldyb®bring
up — just because it has been talked about herehat we're
trying to do within the department when it comesé&zds as-
sessments.

We’'re doing needs assessments and — again, ifisudif
maybe to convince members opposite, but we're niyt doing
needs assessments for our current needs or ous lieethe
next two years, but we're trying to project 10, 28, even 25
years down the road. So when we go and speak hétliSov-
ernment of Canada about our capital needs, whatws/ing
to convince them of is — yes, our capital requirateare this
much, this time, but this project will be good fas 20 or 25
years down the road and therefore we attempt, ingdais, to
further our conversations with the Government ofi&zia.

I know with the Sarah Steele rebuild that we'rendgiwe
have not only projected what we need 10 or 15 ydave the
road, we've consulted municipal community groups’we
consulted the municipality; we’ve consulted ourffsend a
number of other organizations in the city to trg et what we
really need at the Sarah Steele Building. We're gmihg to
build something that is going to win us any arattiteal
awards; we're not going to build something thagaéng to be
an everlasting tribute to this government. Whatre/gjoing to
build is a building that meets the needs of thepfeewho work
there and meets the needs of the people who wilisireg that
building.

So, | guess | think the motion is fine. It's areatipt by the
Government of Yukon to further our funding, both founici-
palities and for infrastructure in the territorytHink it's an
excellent motion and I'll be supporting it fully.h@nk you.
With that, I'll sit down.

Mr. Silver: I would like to thank the Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forth this motion, albigh I'm a
little perplexed. This is an interesting motionrfraghe Yukon
Party government — a government that promotesfitela
protector of the private sector — yet the cruxto$ tmotion is
Ottawa needs to send us more money. | understaidthis
pertains to major capital endeavours, but the pogeds to be
made that this government is using the private nesitday
not to discuss how we can bolster the private sgbtd rather
on how we need to continue to spend federal momelyia-
crease this model. The Yukon Party government likély
point out — and correctly — that spending fedem@lats will
absolutely support the private sector with spinoéfustry and
local economy based on these major infrastructabard. The
problem is, and we see it time and time again, #ftgr 10
years in power, this government has doubled itedéency on
federal money and our private sector is currerthn&ing.

and our reliance on federal dollars is doing thacexpposite
of what economists would have predicted — the emppbsite
if that spending was done correctly and efficiently

On behalf of Yukoners, | am calling on this goveaminto
plan to achieve a more dependable and less depesaierof
revenue. While the government likes to boast algoot fiscal
management, the fact remains that Yukon gets mériso
budget as a percentage from Ottawa than we diceafsyago.
We are as dependent as ever on federal transfers.

The motion before us is an admission of that, andges
for more of the same. The government’s plan to finfca-
structure is ask Ottawa. Is the irony lost on astehers today
or the readers ofansardthat a conservative government is
asking for more money from government to develog @define
our infrastructure and therefore our economy?

We in the Liberal Party recognize the Yukon is geawvay
from being able to pay its own way. We don't pretenat the
Government of Yukon, by working hard and promotithg
private sector, can change that dependency indivED years.
It will take many years and that’s just being rstidi. The set-
tlement of land claims and the devolution of auittyayver land
were important milestones toward this endeavoueyThave
made big differences in Yukoners becoming more-redifint
and we’ll continue to do so in years to come.

However, in August of 2012, Yukon had 12,900 wosker
in the private sector and now that number has drdpi
11,000. The private sector is shrinking. The nundfeprivate
sector employees has dropped dramatically in tke deght
months under this government’s watch.

The motion mentions expanding the current hospital.
asked the Minister of Health and Social Servicesxglain the
plan in this House in Question Period for fundihg &xpansion
of the Whitehorse General Hospital. We didn’t getaaswer.
The cost estimates say that it could be as mu@2&3s million
spread over a number of years. Based on this mutidey, is
the plan to try to cost-share this expense withGlogernment
of Canada? Well, this is a far better plan thanahe that was
used for the Dawson and Watson Lake hospitals, lwitie
volved borrowing millions of dollars with no redian to pay it
back. The plan resulted in a $27-million bailouttieé Yukon
Hospital Corporation being the centrepiece of thear's
budget.

Before the Yukon Party gets up and goes on abowt ho
dark and dreary it was 10 years ago and 15 years agn’'t do
anything about the timelines of devolution, nor wasvolved
in the design of the federal algorithm that shovesidget in the
Yukon Party’s purse made largely from federal tfarss

Why are we always bringing up financial comparispres
and post- this large federal dollar stimulus? Tlwas over a
decade ago anyway, and it’s like comparing orangespples,
or ducks to swans. The reality is that Yukoners gahtinue to
rely on Canada for help with major infrastructurejpcts. We

When this government came to power, approximatély 8are too small to pay for them on our own. We am paCan-

percent of expenses were paid for by federal temasfNow,
almost 87 percent of our expenses are paid for Yatteral
money. As the federal transfers increase, the spgnuh-
creases. Needs assessments in place or not, we: @perspend

ada and we deserve our share of federal dollarwany

| find it odd, though, to see the Yukon Party ceding
this dependency, because most of the time thetptpyetend it
doesn’t exist. Despite the obvious contradictidngill abso-
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lutely be in support of this motion. Working togetiwith Can-
ada, which has deeper pockets than ours, is ageeny idea.

Speaker:  Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
triguing day again here in the Legislative Assembfythe
Yukon.

Again, lots to respond to, but I'll try — | alwagscourage
my eight-year-old to speak kindly of others andreat them
with respect and | will certainly do the same, &sve endeav-
oured to over the years.

The motion that is before us really speaks to & key
and essential item that has really gone toward mygwur pri-
vate sector economy; it has gone toward contrilgutim the
health of our communities and our towns. Lookingkoaver
the years — and | appreciate what the MLA for Klidedhas
to say, but it is important to go back 10 years. dgo not go-
ing to go back to those long, dark, dreary daysabse they
were dark and dreary and I'll just leave it at that

But 10 years ago when the Yukon Party did get etkct
there was a change-up. There was a significantgehanlead-
ership. There was a change in direction for thét¢ey, and the
territory has benefited ever since, despite what hwve been
said here. The facts — really, when you look atrtail statis-
tics; when you look at the GDP; when you look ap&yment
statistics; population growth and the list goeskear. be it from
me to debate statistics, but they are what theyl @an say that
when the Yukon Party government was first electe@002,
there was a strategic decision to invest in stratEyestments
— investments to do with infrastructure that wobklthere to
grow the economy, and we have seen a tremendougrdérab
investment in infrastructure. Yes, we will thanletGovern-
ment of Canada for their confidence in investinghi@ north —
in Canada’s north — something that we haven’t seeder
previous federal governments, to be sure. Certaihby current
federal government does see a lot of opportunit¢amada’s
north and has gone to work with the respectiveheort territo-
ries to grow those opportunities.

We have been able to utilize those funds by wainfoé-
structure funding mechanisms, whether it was MRIFCSIF,
Building Canada or the gas tax — as the Ministdde&lth and
Social Services alluded to earlier. We've been ableverage
those dollars and have been able to utilize thadkard in a
strategic manner that has grown the territory imyndifferent
ways.

The motion before us is really about continuingsthetra-
tegic investments, working with our partners, aodtmuing to
build on the momentum we've been able to set olerlast
decade. As Community Services minister, I'm verguyat of
the work that has been done by our officials oterlast num-
ber of years, in collaboration with community gaweients and
First Nation governments, and their ongoing workhwihe
private sector and the federal government.

Going to work on investing in that strategic infrasture
makes all our communities very attractive placedive and
makes our communities viable and sustainable.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a really in-

| talk about investments — when we look at improeats
in waste management; improvements in drinking watan-
dards; treatment facilities; improvements to how twaat our
waste water; improvements in energy; and improvesi@nour
rural roads — all of these pieces of infrastructare very key
to carrying out the good work of our communitiesd aare a
very essential element of living in communities.

| can say that as the regulatory regime continoesfold,
evolve and become strengthened, it is a challeltigea chal-
lenge for us as the Government of Yukon. It's allehge for
First Nation governments. It's a challenge for camnity gov-
ernments to be able to sustain those changes. We Wwarking
together. | think it's very important to note, inding the
community of Carcross — | found it very interestingw the
Yukon government hasn’'t been working with our comitias.
When one looks at Carcross, in fact, we have bemking on
water treatment upgrades — a new facility, for aero$5s-
million investment.

| think it's important. Members opposite don't, bese
they repeatedly continue to vote against it.

Now, when it comes to also other elements for added
frastructure investments — tourism and tourismteglanfra-
structure and substantive investments being matieeilsouth-
ern Lakes area — | commend that community for wagkivith
the Yukon government and, of course, working togethith
Carcross-Tagish First Nation. We recognize thatrethare
many priorities left to be addressed, that it isiltgoing to be
solely laid on the shoulders of the Yukon governibat that
it is a collaborative effort. We recognize that amel commend
every government that we have been working with that we
continue to work with.

I have met with the Chief of the Carcross-TagiststANa-
tion. | have met with members of the LAC — Souttoidike
LAC — to talk directly about their priorities, juske | have
been in every single community since | was eleaveda multi-
tude of occasions, talking about fire halls and rileed to in-
vest, talking about health infrastructure and nespitals, all
of which we know, and campgrounds — another investm
very much lauded by Yukoners — also cultural inftasture
and infrastructure to help grow our tourism sector.

One only has to take a look at all the Whitehorstew
front improvements for $20 million. We're about woap up
those investments. Thanks to the Government of @zanaork-
ing in collaboration with Kwanlin Dun First Natioand the
City of Whitehorse, the waterfront has very muclkrbeevital-
ized, and it is in support of growing the privageter.

I certainly commend the City of Whitehorse for thglian-
ning on the riverfront and putting into fruitionetldirection for
Yukon government to work with them to be able tbwde that
plan and be able to deliver on a new cultural eertrthe new
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre that is a huge cultugathering
space for not only the people of Kwanlin Dun, blitlee peo-
ple of the territory. | commend the leadership lwdttgovern-
ment.

It's just like when we look at the Village of Hamdunc-
tion and the significant investments being madé¢hai front to
address and enhance water and sewer infrastrughgedes
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just like we are doing in the Town of Watson Lakethie tune
of about $7.5 million — every single community irhieh we
continue to invest.

We often talk about housing and that is a very irtgyd
element when it comes to growing our economy andtimg
the critical housing needs of Yukoners. There iotiwr gov-
ernment in the Yukon’s history that has been ablédiiver on
housing as this government has, and I'm very prtaudic-
knowledge Canada and all the significant improvetnehat
they have been able to invest in housing in suppoiirst Na-
tion governments, but also in support of affordabtaising
initiatives across the territory. One only has d&et a look at
the family-focused housing initiative in the comntynof
Riverdale and how that has made a significant wiffee in the
lives of many single-parent families. That has bleag recog-
nized as a need — two- and three-bedroom — a wsenyre,
welcoming environment for families to grow in and &ble to
nurture the family environment. That is something/rer very
proud of.

We are very proud of the investments being made in

Betty's Haven — second-stage housing — and it Buibd
second-stage housing that we've been able to daiwven the
Town of Watson Lake. We are also working with tleenenu-
nity of Dawson and the women’s shelter in Dawsorwad,
thanks to Yukon Housing Corporation and thanksht® ¢com-
munity development fund. These are all significaices of
infrastructure that are in support of providingtteafe and se-
cure housing that is so important to families aadmsportant
to the security of the territory as we know it tpd&Ve have
significantly added to the housing stock in theitery. | know
it is never enough and we know that there are avgajng to
be needs there, but we're working on it. We're viagkon a
housing action plan in collaboration with all ofropartners,
working on really minimizing the gap between alltbé stake-
holders and the agencies working to deliver housiitgatives
on behalf of Yukoners. Even just in the past twonte of the
Yukon Party government, we were able to increaseéhtiusing
stock by about 40 percent.

That's pretty significant. When | am able to medéhwny
provincial and territorial counterparts, | feel ydalessed to be
able to talk about some of these investments beiage and
recognize that, yes, there are other very significeeeds that
have yet to be addressed.

We are continuing to invest in this infrastructuses |
mentioned, whether it's community infrastructure and | go
back to a recent meeting that | had with the pesdidf the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities recently dmalv we
talked to every single — there’s not one commuttigt hasn’t
been touched by some investment in water upgradesow
we treat our waste, in how we improve our roadsat’shnot
the case south of 60. That's not the case, indeeféct, there
are many communities that haven't had the oppdstunihave
that investment.

But | thank the municipalities for partnering withe
Yukon government and the Government of Canadaddtese
priorities come to fruition. | recognize that thésea significant

amount of work to be done, and there always wilHsdo be
very true.

Other pieces of key infrastructure — we talk abaiutac-
cess, and we talk about how important that is @otdiritory.
When you look at the record levels of individuatsglaning
and deplaning in the territory, we continue to Breacords
over the past five or six years. That's why we hmade sig-
nificant investments in the expansion of the Wlotsle Inter-
national Airport, and we have made investmentsunalrair-
ports as well. Again, this is in support of a grogvieconomy.
It's in support of the mining sector; it's in suppof enhancing
the tourism sector by continuing to access thernatéonal
markets that we have seen a growth in — continuggdw that
infrastructure. There are so many examples of Huosvgov-
ernment has worked and continues to work to addrese of
these initiatives, but | guess the point to be maate is that we
will continue to work with our community stakehoide We
are very much committed to working with the Goveemtnof
Canada. They are a significant factor in all o§ho be sure.
What | do find perplexing and | do find odd — | dbare
the sentiment of the MLA for Klondike — when hedmit
odd, | also find it odd that members on the opgositie con-
tinue to not support development of the territddf. course,
that is all about growing the private sector asl.wihey con-
tinue to vote against our expenditures in the btgitigat we're
speaking to this week and, to be sure, over the qagple of
months — over the past year and a half. | findditl that the
members do continue to not support the expenditbessg
made by the Government of Yukon in support of tmuni-
ties that they represent. We talk about land deretnt —
another key initiative, in terms of growing our eocmy and
making land available.

I don't have to spell it out for the MLA for Klonkie, but
we are working with our community partners, anddeehave a
land development protocol agreement that we've inaftbrce
and effect with the City of Whitehorse over the rgeaand it
has worked relatively well. Again, you know, wheérdomes to
the community of Whistle Bend, | commend the Citfy o
Whitehorse for their good planning for the subdivis the
zoning, the consultation that was undertaken contindyui-
tion. I commend the previous mayor and council \&lotually
provided years and years of planning and discussigth the
community, like they did with the Ingram subdivisjovhich is
now in the heart of my constituency. Thanks to rttedforts,
again, working in collaboration with the Yukon gowment,
we actually have lots available over the countee Wéven't
seen that in awhile, so this is a good thing —@mdre there
lots available over the counter in many other comities.

I know my time has pretty much elapsed, but agéin,
would like to thank my colleague for bringing fottis motion
of importance. | think it is an opportunity for atiembers of
the Assembly to come together — I'm not sayingitg Kum-
baya,but | am saying perhaps we could at least agrethisn
particular motion of importance to the Yukon.

Ms. Stick: | thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for
bringing this motion forward. I've sat here anddised today,
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and | have many notes in front of me of what | \waing to
say. It has just been interesting at the end gftihie to reflect
on this motion and what is being suggested, orgoginved, by
the motion.

The first part of it speaks to working collaborafiyv with
the Government of Canada, and lots of people meadidhat
that was an obvious fact and | agree. It's not amyobvious
fact, but it’s our expectation. When | say “our’speak of all
Yukoners. We understand that 80 percent of ourihghdomes
from the Government of Canada, and | don’t know twhauld
happen if we didn’t work collaboratively with theo@rnment
of Canada, so | hope this government will contimoevork
collaboratively with the Government of Canada bseait
would be foolish not to.

We, the Yukon government, Yukon citizens, are ewngly
dependent on the federal dollar. As the MemberKfondike
mentioned, those numbers over the last decade ihaxeased
exponentially, a huge amount. But our dependenceire the
same. These dollars need to flow. We need this gnéorein-
frastructure. No one here will say that we don’edehat. Of
course we do. Improve our highways — yes. We heahé
House of highways that need improvement — frosvegatoo
much traffic, highways breaking down. Yes, we né&adon-
tinue funding to improve our highways. It's prettiear. Con-
struct new schools — another good example of wioaem-
ment should be working collaboratively with the deal gov-
ernment to do. We need schools in a timely manner.need
schools for our growing population. We have stuslevito still
have to travel from their home communities to cogteltheir
high school, so should this government be constrgabew
schools? Absolutely.

Should they work collaboratively with the federalvgrn-
ment for funding to carry on these projects? Absdhju— no
argument. Expand the current hospital — well, wevkrwe
have the funding for an MRI. We know that peopik lsave to
travel Outside to go through that procedure. So wesshould
work collaboratively with the Government of Canadaxpand
the current hospital to house that new MRl — nauargnt —
as long as that's what that part means and we’tetalking
about something else suggested in the Stantectrepor

Investment in energy, transportation and commuiagat
infrastructure — well, we are in the ®2tentury and energy,
transportation and communication infrastructuretioores to
change. Yes, we have airports that we need to dpgrd/e
have phone systems that we need to deploy to alhumities
and points in between so that people travelling ioyroved
highways are always able to be in contact.

Energy — we talk a lot about that in this House. hége
mines that depend on it. Do we need to investésdhthings —
energy, transportation, communication? Absolut®le can’t
argue that these infrastructure needs are ther¢hahave con-
tinue to rely on Canada’s investments. Yes, thigegament
needs to continue to collaborate because if we'tdidim not
sure what would happen.

But at the end of the day, all this motion is doisigoint-
ing out what the job of this government is — thidtt’&Vhen we
were in municipal politics, we talked about jurigitin and

what was ours and what wasn't ours; who is resgador
this and which level of government is responsibletiiat? This
motion talks about this government’'s job — thatlls & we

were to put it down very simply — way less wordsthe mo-
tion would read: encourage this government to dojab —
that's all — and be collaborative with the fedegalvernment
so that we can have that funding in place to ded¢hmportant
things: improve our highways; construct new schoelpand
the current hospital; invest in energy, transpataand com-
munication infrastructure.

Maybe we should have added a few. There were other

things that could have been on this, but the botiomis that
all this motion is asking is for the governmentdwo its job.
That's what | came to at the end of this day dligening to
everyone and hearing about all the projects thaegonent is
doing — and some feel they are doing well and atiieel they
are not doing so well and the consultation andabalfation
and all of those things, and who should we talkabta who
should we not. At the end of the day all this metitoes is
direct this government to do its job in collabovatiwith the
federal government so that we still have those $urwming in
that we depend on. That’s all the motion says. Kheu.

Speaker:  Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Hassard: | have to agree with the Minister of
Community Services, it has been a very interestiftgrnoon.
I'll just keep carrying on and hopefully we’'ll semanimous
consent again for this vote. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Mr. Pasloski:
Mr. Cathers:
Ms. Taylor:
Mr. Graham:

Hon. Mr. Kent:

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: D’accord.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.

Motion No. 430 agreed to

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
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Speaker:  The hour being 5:30 p.m., this House stands
adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



