May 15, 2013

HANSARD

2939

Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of First Nation anniversaries

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It is my pleasure to rise today in
recognition of a number of significant First Natianniversa-
ries throughout this year. As many of you know, feeby 14
marked the 40 anniversary of the presentation Gbgether
Today for Our Children Tomorrowit was on that day, in 1973,
when a delegation of Yukon First Nation chiefs, ldElijah
Smith, presented this historic document to the Priftinister.
In his speech to the Prime Minister, Elijah Smiffirmed it
was the first time that leaders of the Yukon Indgsople had
come to the capital and he declared, “We're heraltoabout
the future. We are not here looking for a handotihat pres-
entation marked the beginning of the negotiatioocpss for
modern-day treaties in Yukon and the first selfgovment
agreements in Canada. This group of First Naticaddes
blazed a trail and put Yukon on the map by tramgllio Ottawa
to express their aspirations and present their fdaimoving
forward. Forty years later, there is much to cedédar

Today, 11 of Yukon’s 14 First Nations have finataself-
government agreements. Yukon accounts for almdgiohall
self-governing First Nations in this country. Yukkand claim
settlements create opportunities. They help to goves First
Nation culture and strengthen the social, politarad economic
fabric of this territory. It is a great source ofde for Yukon to
be seen as a leader in land claim implementatiah seif-
government, both in Canada and internationally.

| also pay tribute to the #0anniversary of the signing of
the Umbrella Final Agreemenand the first four First Nation
final and self-government agreements, as well a2#i anni-
versary of the YukorLanguages Acgtwhich recognizes the
significance of aboriginal languages in Yukon.

On May 29, 1993, the&Jmbrella Final Agreementvas
signed by the Council for Yukon Indians, now Colinaf
Yukon First Nations, the Government of Canada &edGov-
ernment of Yukon. Judy Gingell signed as Chairhef Council
for Yukon Indians, Tom Siddon signed as the Minigi&In-
dian Affairs and Northern Development, and Johna€hstk
signed as the Yukon Government Leader.

The Umbrella Final Agreementcommonly referred to as
the UFA, provided a common template for Yukon Fitations
in the negotiation of their own final agreements tBe same
day the UFA was signed, four Yukon First Natiorsoadigned

final and self-government agreements with the Gowent of
Canada and Yukon, namely Champagne and Aishihikt Fir
Nations by Chief Paul Birckel, Teslin Tlingit Couhby Chief
Dave Keenan; First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun by eEhi
Robert Hager; and Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation byi€f
Robert Bruce, Jr.

The road to Yukon’s land claim agreements was komdg,
at times, challenging, but today, all Yukoners Hignieom
these agreements and the foundation laid by pagindries.
Mr. Speaker, given our rich history, it is importahat we
work together to share our story with others.

As these anniversaries approached, officials frirtheee
parties began working together on a number of pudblvare-
ness projects to help inform Yukoners about ouquaiagree-
ments. I'm referring to the “Mapping the Way” cangra
which has the goal of improving the knowledge akend en-
hancing pride in Yukon First Nation final and sgtivernment
agreements.

On May 29, the “Mapping the Way” campaign will be
launching a short video recognizing historical stitees and
current successes. These remarkable anniversarigd oot
have been reached without the dedication of mamarkable
leaders.

Judy Gingell, a Kwanlin Dun First Nation elder and
Yukon'’s first aboriginal Commissioner, was presdrtee Or-
der of Canada medal at a ceremony just two weeksimg
Rideau Hall.

Ms. Gingell promoted aboriginal culture and the chéar
rural Yukon to have a voice on economic decisionthe terri-
tory, particularly when she was head of CYFN. Todayould
also like to acknowledge the Council of Yukon Fik&tions’
first ever Wall of Honour recipients. Earlier thisar, six indi-
viduals were inducted into the Council of YukonsEiNations
Wall of Honour, and they include Dave Joe and Mstmith,
and four past leaders who were inducted posthuryodishnny
Johns, Elijah Smith, Harry Allen and Joe Jacquatother one
of these great leaders was Roddy Blackjack. Satlikon re-
cently lost this well-respected elder. To Roddysnfly and
community, | wish to convey our deepest sympathyhim
passing.

| believe it is important to honour the past andetcognize
the people who worked on these significant agre¢snes well
as those who are contributing to the work now anthe fu-
ture. As such, it is my honour to introduce botbktnd current
leaders who were instrumental in making this Yukdstory.

| ask fellow members and the public who are hedayan
the Yukon Legislative Assembly to join me in weldom Paul
Birckel; Dave and Marianne Keenan; Robert Hager @hds-
tine Hager; Robert Bruce Jr.; Steve Smith and lifs,Wayla;
Judy Gingell; Chief Fairclough, representing Litt&almon
Carmacks First Nation and the Council of Yukon tHitations;
Denise Beattie; Kha Shade Héni Cresswell; Chiefi&day-
lor; Chief Carl Sidney; elder Sam Johnston; DepCityef Mi-
chelle Telep; Acting Chief Jessie Dawson and Regji@hief
of AFN, Mike Smith.

Applause
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski: My apologies if I've missed any-
body. Once again, thank you for joining us todayétebrate
land claims history and the leaders who have maudecan-
tinue to make Yukon unique.

In closing, | congratulate Yukon First Nations drese
important anniversaries that will be celebrateatighout this
year. | encourage citizens to learn more about libese
agreements make Yukon a better place to live. Tlyaunk Mr.
Speaker.

Applause

Ms. Hanson: Before | begin my tribute, I'd also like
to recognize Chief James Allen from the Champagr Ai-
shihik First Nations.

Mr. Speaker, that message went ignored at the &imtk
then was outlawed for many years when Canada’s IRasons
were forbidden by law to raise issues related eatir or land
claims. The success of the Nisga'’a Supreme Cou@asfada
challenge coincided with a growing momentum in Yhekon
among Yukon First Nations that the socio-econommid aul-
tural circumstances of their citizens were such their very
existence was threatened.

Looking back at what was actually saidTingether Today
for Our Children Tomorrowgives a sense of how Yukon First
Nations influenced their desire to engage in negiotis. They
said, “The land has always been home to us andghidere
we intend to stay. The Whiteman has always comehéo
Yukon for money and left without really ever having

Applause experienced her quiet brown people or the majestiches of
her land. But the Indian people have always beeretthrough
Ms. Hanson: It's a huge honour for me to rise today all the major invasions caused by the fur traddd gash,

on behalf of the Yukon New Democratic Party Officpposi-
tion to pay tribute to the 20th anniversary of #igning of the
UFA and the first four final and self-governmentegments.

Twenty years ago, | would never have anticipated Lt
have the honour to be able to stand here, as atedlmmember
of the Legislature, to reflect upon the achievemmaritYukon
— Yukon First Nations, the Yukon government andfégeral
government — in actually finalizing these agreersent

May 29 was a brisk, sunny day filled with expedati
With the big tent erected on the CYI grounds, daymnés in-
cluded, as the Premier said, the minister of the Ttam Sid-
don; Judy Gingell, chair of the Council of Yukondians;
Yukon Government Leader John Ostashek; Chief Rd@rexte
Jr. from Vuntut Gwitchin; Chief Robert Hager, reggating the
First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun; Dave Keenan, Chitthe
Teslin Tlingit Council; and Paul Birckel, Chief tfie Cham-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations, along with mensbef the
original group of First Nation leaders who had aupanied
Elijah Smith to Ottawa in February 1973 for theistbric
meeting with then Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Teau. Eld-
ers, members of Yukon First Nations, communitiesnfracross
the Yukon and a large number of people from theegarpub-
lic were piped to the grounds, accompanied by mesnbkthe
RCMP in full ceremonial dress. The sense of excieimof
anticipation, was palpable, 20 years after theaintebling of
the historicTogether Today for Our Children Tomorrow

After numerous setbacks in negotiations, the farksifi-
cation of the 1984 agreement, and after subsedunamges to
federal policy that included recognition and negtioins for the
first time in Canada of self-government as an irdepart of a
land claim agreement, Yukon’s First Nations’ patienvas
being rewarded. Mr. Speaker, it is important tooggize how
deeply rooted First Nations’ patience is.

The Klondike Gold Rush brought thousands of golkekse
ers to Yukon. There were no socio-economic benefitspact
assessments in those days. History tells a grim ¢élhow
Yukon Indian people were treated and ignored. A&swbrds of
Chief Jim Boss from the Lake Laberge area so paoitipaut it
in 1902, “Tell the King very hard we want somethifog our
Indians, because they take our land and our game.”

highway construction and now, the people who wanbuild
pipelines across our land.”

“Many Indians look at what the Whiteman has done to
destroy and pollute lakes and rivers and wondertwtid
happen to the birds, fish and game. We wonder hayorse
will be able to know what effect ... industrial peofs will
have on the birds, fish and game before they aite’bu

“We wonder how the Whiteman can be so concernedtabo
the future by putting money in the bank, and $tél pays no
attention to the future of the land if he can malguick dollar
from selling it to foreigners.” “With a just Settfeent of our
claims we feel we can patrticipate as equals, agdl tre will be
able to live together as neighbours.”

First Nations were clear immogether Today for Our
Children Tomorrowthat, as they said, “We want to take part in
the development of Yukon and Canada, not stopuitwe can
only participate as Indians. We will not sell owritage for a
quick buck or a temporary job.”

Sam Johnston was one of the original 18 delegatds w
Elijah Smith, who was also, as we heard today, &r@hief of
the Teslin Tlingit Council and, | would note, he svthe first
aboriginal Speaker of a Legislative Assembly in & He is
accompanied here today by another aboriginal Speztkihis
Legislative Assembly, Robert Bruce Jr. Sam Johnsaidl,
“We want the rest of Yukon to know that we didmigger land
claims so that we could take over. The real thiras what we
wanted to become involved so that our young pedp#) na-
tive and non-native, can all work together andttrykeep our
Yukon the way it is.”

Dave Joe, a member of the Champagne and Aishilngt Fi
Nations and one of the Yukon First Nation legah#ects and
negotiators, describes the result of thmbrella Final Agree-
mentas a “partnership”. It is an attempt to rationallow we
share law-making in Yukon. He went on to say that ean
celebrate these agreements that were premised pgudmer-
ships and our common understanding to do goodiifpeaple.

Tim Koepke, whom we recognized in the Legislative- A
sembly this week as an outgoing Ombudsman andnhation
and Privacy Commissioner, also served for manysyasarchief
federal negotiator. He reminded me that thmbrella Final
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Agreementshould not be viewed as a template land-and-casand self-government agreements. These agreement®just

real estate deal. He said thenbrella Final Agreementeads
from the first whereas clause in the preamble dmdugh to
the end about shedding the past relationship wotreqiments
and focusing on building enduring relationships fitture suc-
cess and shared prosperity.

All parties to these agreements must not lose sifjtitese
objectives. He suggests we should all focus onrdtieer re-
markable achievement and concede that, while nety&ving
is perfect, the foundation for progress is solicaassult of the
UFA and the final and self-government agreemenegfict.

It's important to remember that although the UFA282
pages of legalese, the reality is that thabrella Final Agree-
mentsets the stage for success to break out all areydars
and decades to come.

After almost 20 years of immersion in the Yukon oty
tions process, my perspective is coloured by thaplee— the
citizens of Canada and Yukon and First Nations —charged
with the responsibility of negotiating th&mbrella Final

First Nation agreements. Canada and Yukon signedoon
Now we collectively must honour and implement tiésv rela-
tionship.

In closing, I'd like to paraphrase the CEO of ther¢Zoss-
Tagish First Nation Development Corporation, whid she
time of the handout or the hand up has passed ré&3pectful
relationship that can and should flow from the Bignof the
UFA is now realized through a handshake betweenlsqu

Applause

Mr. Silver: Today | rise on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to the #@nniversary offogether Today for
Our Children Tomorrowand the 20th anniversary of the sign-
ing of theUmbrella Final Agreement

In 1973, the Council for Yukon Indians was formecdhe-
gotiate a land claims settlement with the fedexalegnment
based on aboriginal rights. The council was fornmeensure
that all Indian people, regardless of status utiteindian Act,

Agreementand the final and self-government agreements, andould participate in the claims.

we must focus on what they intended. These negwimtvere
no cakewalk. The issues were complex and occasjoped-
found.

As another negotiator put it, the signed agreemeamnytstal-
lized a moment in Yukon’s history when Yukon Filtions
and non-First Nation citizens joined in a sharesiovi of a fu-
ture of Yukon where the institutions of public gowment
would be open and inclusive and would incorporateon
First Nation interests and participation directiygoverning the
territory.

It comes as no surprise that many Yukoners thinhae
fallen short in realizing the great opportunity sgeted to
Yukon by theUmbrella Final Agreementhe final agreements,
and self-government agreements, but you know, aarli€h
Brown put it: “There is no heavier burden than eagrpoten-
tial.” Indeed the potential in Yukon is immensealigng that
potential requires us all to breathe life into #gFeements that
we have entered into. It means the bodies creatdtiebfinal
agreements, such as the Fish and Wildlife ManageBeard
and the renewable resource councils, are not nelizga
when key decisions are made, but the obligationaimplete
land use planning is honoured as a priority by abtudedicat-
ing the time and resources to their completion téiadl the rec-
ommendations made by the board, created by théepax
provide a unified assessment process for developimethe
Yukon — the YESAB recommendations — are not rougine
varied or set aside. Fulfilling these commitmestpart of the
bargain. To do otherwise is to contort the visieaahed at the
negotiating table.

It is time to reinvigorate and empower public inehent
in government decision-making, using the framewesitab-
lished by theUmbrella Final Agreemenand the Yukon First
Nation final and self-government agreements.

I noted earlier that Yukon First Nation people patient.
They worked hard to establish new governments adidéd up
to the terms of a new relationship that is siguifiey theUm-
brella Final Agreemenand, through it, the First Nation final

For the basis of their negotiations, Council forkgn In-
dians chose the now historic docum&ngyether Today for Our
Children Tomorrowas their statement of grievance and princi-
ples for negotiation and negotiating land claimjak Smith
and delegates from the Yukon, including Percy Heoirghe
Trondék Hwéch’in, went to Ottawa to meet with tReime
Minister of Canada armed with their determinaticourage
and their documentogether Today for Our Children Tomor-
row. This was the first time a group of Canadian pealna-
tive ancestry had prepared and presented suchuengod. The
presentation of this document marked the beginoing long
and arduous struggle for a land claims settlen@mtiie Yukon
First Nation people.

I'd like to quote from Elijah Smith in the speeahRrime
Minister Trudeau, January 1973: “This is the fitshe the
leaders of the Yukon Indian people have come ta#mtal of
Canada. We are here to talk about the future. Tiheway we
feel we can have a future, is to settle our lamdihtl This be a
future, that will return to us, our lost pride, fsdspect, and
economic independence. We are not here for a hand@are
here with a plan.” The Yukon had previously beeih deit of
the treaty process and the Crown still had an aebibg to ful-
fill with Yukon First Nations based on the RoyabBlamation
of 1763 and of 1870 Order in Council.

They were able to convince the federal governmetet:
gin a negotiation process for a modern-day tretiy,first in
Canada. When Percy Henry, Elijjah Smith and the oéshe
delegates returned from Ottawa, they were read¢in nego-
tiations to gain their interdependence and to regaeir rights
and dignity.

Early in the land claim process, elders and leadsrsg-
nized that the separation between status and madumsstvas
affecting the way land claim negotiations were (gifgy. It
seemed to be that only status people would befrefit the
settlement. That simply was not right. With muchedmina-
tion and perseverance, it was decided that all Yiukiost Na-
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tion people would be recognized under the Yukorl lelaims
regardless of their status.

After many years of aggressive and difficult negtiins
under federal, territorial and aboriginal leadeas,Umbrella

Trondék Hwéch'in. There is a great story of formerme
Minister Chrétien. He understands the power of Perc

He was Prime Minister Trudeau’s Department of India
and Northern Affairs minister when Percy and thefshwent

Final Agreementvas concluded. On May 29, 1993, the Yukonto Ottawa 40 years ago. Years later, for the omgemifithe

First Nation people signed dvmbrella Final Agreemenat a
public ceremony in Whitehorse and, with that signpithe im-
plementation process began.

The Umbrella Final Agreemenformed the basis for de-
termining final and self-governing agreements. Ehagree-
ments would include land, money, self-governmerd hant-
ing and fishing rights with aboriginal rights retad on settle-
ment lands.

The Umbrella Final Agreementacts as a framework
agreement, for which all Yukon First Nation finaraements
would follow within their own specific provisions.

In 1995, on February 14, the first four Yukon Fix&ition
settlements came into effect and became part oCtvestitu-
tion of Canada and, to date, seven more Yukon Nettons
have ratified agreements and become self-governatgns.
Now we have lost many of the respected leaders edaets
who began this journey so many years ago. Theasfght and
determination established the foundations for lelaéns in the
Yukon. As trailblazers in the realm of land claimgetiations
and self-government, Yukon set out a frameworkplaeprint,
for other provinces and territories to follow.

The Yukon First Nations can now look to a futureilerh
honouring their past. We congratulate and acknogéetthese
elders and First Nation leaders for taking the ifigant steps
in negotiating land claim and self-government agrests that
guarantee Yukon First Nation people rights and aasibility
for their lands. First Nation people have alwayd hgrofound
connection to the land and by the settlement ofahd claims,
future generations will benefit, and the histonyitagre and lan-
guages of Yukon First Nations will be preserved.

Yukon land claim and self-government agreements
challenging the face of governance in the Yukon alering
the relationship between self-governing Yukon FNsttions,

Commissioner's Residence, then Prime Minister Gémétvas
on the road and on the streets looking for Perbyjs $peaks to
the honest and lasting impression that a larger-tifia charac-
ter like Percy Henry has on people.

As | mentioned — and the reason for this anecdote-i
Percy was part of the working group of delegates thent
with Elijah Smith to present the grievances andrarimpor-
tantly, the solutions to the federal governmerttuly believe
that we have Percy to thank for the way we workhim educa-
tional community in Dawson.

We don't even see it. It's just the way that thitage done
— acknowledging the past, celebrating the presedtraoving
forward in unity.

Mabhsi’' cho to Percy and to all the trailblazers.

Mr. Elias:
able.]

I did have the opportunity to do a tribute last fahd |
hope that each and every one of us here and Yukayedrto
read that tribute.

I would be remiss if | didn’'t say a few words todayd |
thank you for the opportunity.

It's a pleasure to stand in tribute to thé"4Mniversary of
Together Today for Our Children Tomorrcamd also the 20
anniversary of the signing of tHémbrella Final Agreement
As many of the members of this House are quite tgetim
going to begin by telling a story.

On May 29, 1993, after our chief, the honourabld&b
Bruce Jr., signed that document, he was provided aimil-
lion-dollar cheque. The negotiating staff and &lé tpeople

[Member spoke in Gwich’in. Text unavail-

arfom Old Crow watched as he brilliantly folded tlrdteque up

and stuck it in his back pocket. He walked arourith what
million-dollar cheque in his back pocket for somauts until

the Government of Yukon and the Government of Canadwe could finally get it deposited into the CIBC kaihat was

Through the complete implementation of self-goveentn it
will take time. Many positive changes have beerieadd. We
offer our sincere congratulations for the 11 Yukeirst Na-
tions with land claims settlements and wish yourgweiccess
in your ongoing collaborative work in the implemation of
your self-governing agreements.

| had the honour of attending an event a coupleedks
ago at Robert Service School,
Hwéch'’in. It was entitled, “Acknowledging the PaSklebrat-
ing the Present. Moving Forward in Unity”. As areshevents
hosted by the Trondék Hwéch’in people, this ewaas open
to everyone, and so was the feast at the Tr'ondé&dH’in hall
afterward.

Percy Henry was there. This was a good year for Mr.

Henry. He received an honourary degree at YukorleGel
They call him “Doctor” now. Percy Henry is a workirgrad.
He is an instrumental part of the heritage depamtmaf

the beginning of our compensation fund that begeathé back
pocket of our honourable chief at that time.

Mr. Speaker, that was the message from our chileis T
was not about money. Our land claim was not abairtiigg
power. It was about self-determination; it was dbealf-
determination; it was about securing a vibrant faitthrough
hard work for those yet unborn; it was about mastifg our

hosted by the Trkndéown destiny; it was about the protection of ourdland our

water and our wildlife; it was about securing thelity to tell
our historical stories about our living languages aur living
culture; it was about ensuring a long-term partnierand rela-
tionship with the federal Crown and the territogivernment
in all facets of life.

When | travel around our territory and | watch cohildren
play in each and every one of our communities,el sething
but hope — in our languagMember spoke in Gwich'in. Text
unavailable]— they look forward to the future. | see that in
our youth and it fills my heart. | know those elslevho have
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long passed since then and the leaders who ardduag, and
I've learned something from each and every oneoof, and |
thank youMember spoke Gwich’in. Text unavailableknow
that those elders are looking down saying thas®rihas been
accomplished here, but the work is unfinished.

Our work is always going to continue. Mahsi’ choadior
elders who had that vision and to those leaderayrmfwhom
are in the gallery today. Thank you for helpingtasarry this
through and teaching the young generation and thesein-
born that we will be successful here in the teryit&Vhen we
work together, there is nothing we cannot accorhpdisd we
can be a powerhouse in our federation of Canadasah@n
example for the world.

[Member spoke Gwich’in. Text unavailablédahsi’ cho,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Merci. [Member spoke in French.
Text unavailable.]

Mr. Speaker, if you will, just in summary, | rise tecog-
nize and to offer congratulations to Yukon's fraplsone
community on the seventh annual Yukon Francoph@ag
and to acknowledge also the™&nniversary of théanguages
Act, which was adopted in May of 1988.

Today is an opportunity to celebrate the Frenctucaland
language and to pay tribute to francophones inYthikon for
their many contributions to the social and econowsd-being
of Yukon.

The French-speaking community has been one of tigt m

dynamic populations in the country, and the nundidfrench
speakers in the Yukon continues to grow. The caetinvital-
ity of the French community and the enhancemerfrehch
language services in Yukon are important to the orulgov-
ernment and certainly those we serve.

Yukon government is very pleased to work with thenf
cophone community on developing a more strategageh
to the delivery of French language services withia Yukon
government in the years to come. By working colfatigely,
we are very much determined to better responddatlorities
of the francophone community through the delivefyiro-
proved levels of frontline French language services

Today’s Yukon is a place where French speakersoan
tribute to their society by sharing their languaged culture
and certainly a place where people can live thigrih French.
| urge all Members of the Legislative Assembly ¢injus in
acknowledging the seventh Yukon Francophonie Daj the
25" anniversary of th¥ukon Languages Act

Applause

Ms. White: Merci, Monsieur le Président.

Jean Ladue ne sont que quelques exemples de pi®nnie
francophones qui ont marqué I'histoire du Yukon.

La communauté francophone du Yukon est aujourddnui
pleine croissance et elle dispose d'institutiongonmues.
L’Association franco-yukonaise, I'AFY, est trés izet et
contribue a améliorer la qualité de vie des frahcogs au
Yukon. Augmenter la disponibilité des services esn(ais,
stimuler la programmation culturelle francophonet e
représenter les francophones du Yukon a difféneivsaux ne
sont que quelques exemples des champs d’actiCAN.|

L'Aurore Boréale quant a elle offre une tribune dwix
aux francophones et francophiles par sa publicatiin
mensuelle. De son c6té, la commission scolaire iEmil
Tremblay veille a ce que les francophones aienésaéc une
éducation de qualité en frangais. Ces institutionzortantes ne
sont que quelques exemples du dynamisme de la coautdéu
francophone que nous célébrons aujourd’hui.

J'ai eu le plaisir d'assister il y a a peine unaireea la
levée du Drapeau Franco-yukonnais et je salue teus et
celles qui ont participé a I'organisation de ceframent.

Je veux aussi féliciter M. Yann Herry qui recoit
aujourd’hui la médaille du Jubilé pour son implicat a
défendre la langue francaise au Yukon.

En conclusion, je termine sur une note poétiquerdis
final de I'hnymne franco-yukonnais:

“Y’a des trésors cachés dans le Nord,

“Plus précieux que l'or,

“On les cherche encore,

“Le Yukon m’appelle,

“Et il m’ensorcelle,

“Le Yukon m’appelle,

“Et il m’ensorcelle.”

Merci.

In recognition of excellence in education

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise today in the House to pay trib-
ute to three outstanding examples of excellenadircation in
Yukon. Today | would like to acknowledge the F.Hollhs
Gay-Straight Alliance, I'Académie Parhélie at Ecdienilie
Tremblay, as well as teacher Michel Emery from Edghite-
horse Elementary School.

The first person | would like to recognize todayMsn-
sieur Michel Emery, a grade 2 French immersion heaat
Ecole Whitehorse Elementary School. Michel has tsetected
as an Apple Distinguished Educator, making him finst
teacher in northern Canada to receive this distinciThe Ap-
ple Distinguished Educator program began in 19%rwAp-
ple recognized K to 12 education pioneers who anegua va-
riety of Apple products to transform teaching aedrhing in

C'est un honneur pour moi de rendre hommag@owerfm ways. Today it has grown into a worldwicemmu-

aujourd’hui a la Journée de la Francophonie YulamaCette
journée célébrée depuis 2007 est une occasioneipiowr tous
les Yukonnais et Yukonnaises de découvrir et cétélia
langue francaise et la culture Francophone.

Les francophones ont eu une grande importance &ariYu
depuis les années 1800. Joseph Juneau, Emilie Tagreb

nity of over 2,000 visionary educators and innoxatieaders
who are doing amazing things with technology, bothnd out
of the classroom.

Michel was recognized for the innovative ways heoin
porates technology to empower and engage the gsidehis
classroom. This summer he will travel to Austinxa®, to join
other educators at this year's Apple Distinguistsglicator
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Institute. Michel is providing his students withgaptunities to
communicate, problem-solve, think critically and teeative
using technology to make learning more accessih® dy-
namic.

I had the privilege of meeting Michel at last weekukon

I'm not sure if there are any representatives afl&&mi-
lie Tremblay here today, but again, perhaps we alhriake
time to congratulate them on this prestigious horasuwell.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: Last, but certainly not least, | would

Chamber of Mines Mining Week camp at Shipyards Parklike to recognize the Ecole F.H. Collins Secondachool Gay

where more than 200 Yukon students were treatégstmns in
such things as plate tectonics, gold panning andt@mmental
remediation by Yukon government officials, as veallindustry
reps. | know the Minister of Community Services’nswas
among the group, as well as the niece of the Merfdvdrelly-
Nisutlin, so it was great to see the excitement tiiney had.

| would like to take the time to thank Michel foiskexcel-
lent work and ask members to join me in recogniifighel,
and his family, | believe, who have joined us herthe gallery
today.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent:
would like to recognize today is I'’Académie ParbélNot be-
ing as good in French as my colleague across the the
Member for Takhini-Kopper King, as well as the Mi@r of
Community Services, | am going to first read this-rench and
then go into English so as not to offend anyoné& widme mis-
placed pronunciation.

Mr. Speaker, the second group |

Straight Alliance and congratulate them on winnthg 2013
Canadian Safe School Network/TD award for Excekenc
Against LGBTQ Youth Bullying.

The group was nominated for the award based on difiei
forts on various projects throughout the year, nmagably for
the Ally Day event that they hosted this past Vileris Day.

Students were encouraged to take the ally pledgeip-
ing to interrupt all homophobic language and adiofhey in
turn received an ally bracelet to identify themaasafe person.

I know that all members of the House today are imgatheir
ally bracelets. They will receive the award white Toronto
attending the Gay-Straight Alliance Summit lates tmonth.

Students from Porter Creek Secondary School ande¥an
Catholic Secondary School are also here today ppat their
peers from F.H. Collins. All of these students st@nding up
against bullying and working to make their schaokafe place
for all students.

The work these students do to educate their sctaol-
munity about sexual orientation issues and to fijatrimina-

Le programme secondaire de I'école Emilie-Tremblaytion is crucial to keeping the environment in Yukschools

’Académie Parhélie, a été sélectionné comme lauadac
mention honorable pour le Prix Ken Spencer.

healthy and welcoming for all.
As many of us in this House are former student&.bf.

The academic program for high school students a&t'€E Collins, | know that | speak for all of us in meming how

I’Académie Parhélie has received an honourable iowerfor
the Ken Spencer Award.

Le prix Ken Spencer récompense
enseignement et en apprentissage.

The award recognizes innovation in teaching anchieg.

C’est un honneur que I’Académie Parhélie soit recen
au niveau national pour son aspect innovateur.

L’Académie Parhélie is honoured to have its innimrat
recognized at the national level.

L’Académie Parhélie a aussi été honorée par laraéda
nationale des conseils scolaires francophonesuqai femit le
certificat de reconnaissance a titre d'école comantaire
citoyenne.

Académie Parhélie also received recognition for the

Fédération National des Conseils Scolaires Frarmugs —
the Association of Francophone School Boards — advia

community school. En recevant cette prix, I'’Acadérmarhélie
a été reconnue pour I'établissement d’'un partensoiide avec
le communauté. It has received a certificate whiihlights

the strong partnership the school was able to kstabith the
community. Ce certificate est décerné a une écelgaBlment
of Education langue frangaise en contexte minoeitdbn't le
projet régionale a permit Department of Educatignainiser
Legislative Assembly communauté. This certificatearded
to a Francophone school in a minority setting whieggonal
project has contributed to the vibrancy of the camity.

proud we are of the evolution of this school sihed¢tended in
the 1980s and the Minister of Health and Sociaviges at-

I'innovation entended a couple of years earlier. | think all thentbers of this

House can agree that we should be proud of whabéeas ac-
complished by the individuals and groups I've retegd here
today. The vibrant education stakeholders in owitbey are
key to moving Yukon forward through their work innova-
tion, social equality and community engagement.

Again, in conclusion, | ask all members of the Hots
join me in congratulating Michel Emery, L'Acadénfarhélie,
the F.H. Collins Gay-Straight Alliance, as well thgir allies
from Porter Creek Senior Secondary and Vanier faairt
achievements.
| will introduce a few of the individuals who arere with
us in the gallery today. Christine Klassen-St.Riethe vice-
principal at F.H. Collins and a true driving forbehind this
initiative and a number of the initiatives thategiace over at
F.H. and throughout our education community; Jer@neart
has joined us; Brooklyn Pollard, Liam Finnegan,ialiiall,
Christy Sibbeston, and | know the vice-principal Pbérter
Creek Secondary School Hilary Skilnyk is here adl with
some of her students, so please join me in welcgmugryone
and congratulating everyone for their excellence.

Applause

Ms. White: It is with great pleasure that | rise on be-
half of the Official Opposition to pay tribute thet F.H. Collins
Gay-Straight Alliance, which has been awarded theadian



May 15, 2013

HANSARD

2945

Safe School Network award for excellence agairstiitsn, gay,
transgender, two-spirited, bisexual, queer and toqresg
youth bullying.

at F.H. Collins Secondary School upon receivingGla@adian
Safe School Network award for Excellence AgainstBI®
Youth Bullying. Now | imagine that most of the dtiifam go-

Each year the Canadian Safe School Network recegnizing to say has already been said by other memimethis

one school in Canada that works tirelessly to ereat inclu-
sive and accepting environment for all studentse &hiance
was selected from a great number of groups fromsacthe
country. Four students will travel to Toronto ondary to par-
ticipate in a national conference on bullying aedeive the
award. The award will be presented on May 17, titerha-
tional Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia.

House, but | just feel very much obligated to gettloe record
because | do support so much the work of this wegy brave
group of Yukoners.

The Canadian Safe School Network award of excefiésnc
presented each year to a publicly funded schoemehtary or
secondary, that has demonstrated excellence ird¢helop-
ment, creation or promotion of an in-school initiatto counter

Homophobia can unfortunately run rampant in a skhooLGBTQ bullying. Bullying and youth violence in oschools

and it often goes hand-in-hand with bullying. lk¢a a dedi-
cated staff and an aware student body to work begeb fight
this phenomenon. We recognize the extraordinaryneibment
of the staff of F.H. Collins for their efforts, paularly vice-
principal Christine Klassen-St. Pierre for being tleading
force behind these initiatives.

It is important to note that the GSA at F.H. Cdllianly
really started in earnest in April of last yearwdas the first
GSA to establish itself north of the ®Bparallel. They extended
the services and support of their GSA to thoselareschools
who have not yet been permitted to form such aarelé.

and communities is a growing concern across Canafaall
recognize how important it is for our children amat youth to
have a safe, secure, caring and tolerant schodatoemvent in
order to learn and to grow.

The GSA at F.H. Collins is there to support evegyarno
is LGBTQ by creating a safe space where they cpresent
themselves, express themselves and be themseldeknamw
that they have the support of the community.

Not only does the GSA work through their school, they
have also extended their services and supportosetin other
schools and in the community at large. They camphigsell-

You can trace the GSA’s beginnings to Challenge.Daying t-shirts and encouraging people to take thelgdeand to

Queer youth felt empowered to use their personatepan
positive ways and create their own group. Thesehyalso
attended the three-day Be the Change workshop,hwiewe
them the tools to better communicate and understhode
around them.

The Gay-Straight Alliance is open to all peopleyamelless
of their sexual orientation. They believe that gbedy has a
right to a safe learning and working environmeegardless of
their sexual orientation, and work to educate,rimf@nd accept
all of those around them. The GSA holds weekly imgston
Mondays and organizes other activities to supgwgtrtmem-
bers — rainbow bake sales and groceries have begyet to
fund raise. On Valentine's of this year, they oiligad an ally
day. Supportive members of the school body andctimemu-
nity pledged to be allies to support the end of-gaghing, dis-
crimination and exclusion based on sex and genifferehces.
| was happy and proud to sign up as an ally anacteept my
bracelet.

| asked the group about big moments, and there begr
many. What sticks for me is the idea of safety aockeptance.
My friend Olivia said the GSA lets people feel litteey can be
themselves — be who we are in an environment wiveréeel
like we won't be judged. Imagine every day seeing bright
yellow bracelets on the wrists of teachers, parestiglents and
community members — the symbol of a safe space.

To the students, teachers, friends and familiesameeso
proud of your accomplishments. Thank you for crepa more
inclusive society where the dignity, worth and grity of all
are recognized, respected and honoured.

Applause

Mr. Silver:
caucus to recognize and congratulate the Gay $&trailjjance

| also rise today on behalf of the Liberal

stand up against homophobic bullying. When a petakes the
pledge, they are given a yellow bracelet that ifiestthat per-
son as being a safe person.

I'd like to thank the Minister of Education for gng me
my bracelet today, and | would also love to take phedge if
you’re ever hanging around the Liberal caucus.

It took a lot of courage for these youth to stepviard and
to face the challenges of coming out in the filsicp and, in
turn, to form the GSA at F.H. Collins school. Theffer their
help and their support to others by working togetasitively
to create change for all students. You must fegy peoud of
establishing the first GSA north of 60 and recejviacognition
for your hard work not only for your school, but fmur com-
munity. We would like to congratulate all the memsbef F.H.
Collins’ GSA for your hard work and dedication lmetpromo-
tion of inclusion, safety and acceptance for LGBSiQdents.

In recognition of Alice and Arthur John

Mr. Hassard:
on behalf of all members of the Assembly to payuie to Al-
ice and Arthur John of Ross River who, to my knalgke, are
the longest married couple in Canada. Just how lsrat?
Well, 81 years.

Alice and Arthur are a wonderful couple with a loagd
exciting history together. That history includeseth wedding
ceremonies. Mr. and Mrs. John were married firstaim ar-
ranged marriage according to Dena tradition in 19B2ey
were again married on October 6, 1935 in the Amglichurch
in Fort Selkirk, where they were joined by some ifgnand
friends. Again, later that year, while working dreirr trapline,
a Roman Catholic priest blessed their union.

Alice and Arthur lived in Ross River most of théires.
However, in 1956, they moved to Watson Lake to &ar their
children, when their children were taken away terad resi-

It gives me great pleasure to rise today
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dential school in northern British Columbia. Howeve 1967,
they returned to Ross River.

Arthur was a renowned trapper and prospector fonyma
years and has always been known as an excellewdprdor
his family, while Alice helped supplement Arthusalary with
her sewing, which she sold. Of course, that which didn'’t
sell was used to clothe her own children.

The Johns lived and taught their children the Deadi-
tion. Their house was always full, Mr. Speaker hvitteir own
children and with children they took in and marigffids. Alice
and Arthur had 11 children, four of whom are silth us to-
day, and 38 grandchildren. John and Irene MoriRags River
nominated the Johns for recognition by Worldwideriaye
Encounter mission, based on the wedding date oblfect6,
1935. Worldwide Marriage Encounter representative
travel to Ross River to join the community to ce&b and
honour Mr. and Mrs. John as the longest marriedpleoin
Canada, and that celebration will be this weekemdvay 19.
The whole community of Ross River, as well as mather
Yukoners, are looking forward to celebrating thi®&al hon-
our with them. Alice and Arthur John are a sourterae and
inspiration to all Yukoners. Thank you, Mr. Speaker

Applause

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Graham:
yesterday regarding a subcontractor’s allegatian tiey were
owed over $1 million in April 2012, | would like t@mble a let-
ter in which the record clearly shows that the Yukéospital
Corporation paid into the court in excess of $liarilin July
2012, as permitted under thuilders Lien Act This action
clearly indicates that the action begun by Nelsaywiall had
absolutely nothing to do and was totally unrelatedowland

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:  Order please.
I remind members that they are to state the namtheof
document and not to go on about it. Thank you.
Are there any other returns or documents for tgblin
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a
point of order.
Ms. White: | apologize. | just got this after we flew

through introductions. I'd like to introduce Yolamd/achon,
who is here representing 'Ecole Emilie Tremblay ifthe
members could join me in welcoming her.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

In response to a question asked

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Tredger: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) work cooperatively with the Village of Mayo, Nzho
Nyak Dun First Nation, the Department of Fisherisd
Oceans and the Yukon Energy Corporation to invatigind
remedy the water table issues around the Mayo gt@ngrfa-
cilities;

(2) ensure that relevant hydrological studies aath dire
available to the public; and

(3) engage Mayo-area citizens in the process asdren
results are shared with all stakeholders.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tmsi
off on An Agreement Respecting Section 17.7 Education-Prov
sions as Set Out in the Trondék Hwéch’in Self-Gauwent
Agreement.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to suippo
the federal Minister of Health and Social Servickepna
Aglukkaq, in her role as chair of the Arctic Counci

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: First Nations-government relations

Ms. Hanson: “Partnership” is a fine word, just like
“consultation”. What makes both of these real i degree of
mutuality. The 28 anniversary of the signing of thémbrella
Final Agreemenshines a light on how governments in Yukon
build enduring relationships. So let's look at & féartner-
ships” to see how the walk matches the talk.

Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation opened a new ad
ministration building last spring. It was desigrad] built with
a tenant in mind: the Department of Health and &d®eérvices.
A year later the First Nation is carrying the cést empty
space and Health and Social Services has not tedidé or
when it might move in.

Can the government tell the House when it will hamits
commitment and make this opportunity to partnehwlite Lit-
tle Salmon Carmacks First Nation a reality?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm not aware under what cir-
cumstances the First Nation in question construtttenl build-
ing. | am aware that there was some expectation Hiealth
and Social Services would occupy that space. Howerder
the government’s own procurement procedures, vet @ all
must put a tender out, or at least a request terest, in order
to take a look to see if anyone else is interefstednting space
to the government. | believe that is what has kksre, and we
are in the process of selecting a contractor irfiosg space we
will place the department’s personnel.
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Ms. Hanson: My colleague, the Member for Mayo-
Tatchun, recently asked the Premier about an is$ugreat
importance to the Selkirk First Nation. The Firsatidn con-
firmed with us that they spoke in July of 2011 e then Pre-
mier elect about the need for a protective buftarezfree from
industrial activity around historic Fort Selkirk.

As a matter of protocol, having raised this witle thre-
mier, Selkirk First Nation is waiting for the Prearis response.
As of April 26, the Premier has not responded ttkiBeFirst
Nation regarding protection of this important hegi resource.

Respect is mutually built. Respect includes homaupgro-
tocols and responding to issues once they aredrai§fdl the
Premier respect the government-to-government ogishiip
between Yukon and Selkirk First Nation, and wilistiyjovern-
ment protect Fort Selkirk, an historic site thabigreat impor-
tance to all Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly, Fort Selkirk is pro-
tected. This is done in collaboration between théonh gov-
ernment and Selkirk First Nation. We did have auksion of
many informal topics, upon my first meeting in Rellrossing
with the Selkirk First Nation.

Now they have actually come forward with requests,
look forward to having officials do the due diligenthat is
required. We will look at the requests they havev rput for-
ward and begin to work together to see how, in, faet will
deal with the situation that has been requested.

I will be going back to Pelly Crossing with the N&iter of
Education very shortly. | look forward to my meetinvith
them.

Ms. Hanson: Let's try a third one then — the
Trondék Hwéch'in First Nation’s Danoja Zho Cultu@entre
is open year-round on the waterfront in Dawson .Citliis
beautiful face of tourism in Dawson City has beaacgssfully
operating for over 10 years and is active in vagiagpects of
community life.

Trondék Hwéch’in developed a proposal to the Yukon

and federal governments to propose an expansiis toltural
centre to provide a shared space for Yukon Touridme. initia-
tive only needed a partnership — an opportunityRhet Na-
tion offered to the Government of Yukon. The Gowveent of
Yukon decided not to partner with the Trondék HWwéc First
Nation, a decision which signifies the end of ajgebto en-
hance a vibrant community attraction.

There are many examples of this kind of not paitiger—
of not really walking the talk. Can the governmenrplain why
it does not want to partner with Trondék Hwéchdn its offer
to provide Yukon Tourism a presence in the centré what
alternatives it is looking at and with whom?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: In fact, the cultural centre that the
Leader of the Official Opposition is mentioning wasilt and
funded through contributions from the Yukon goveemm We
continue to provide significant funding for opecati and
maintenance of the cultural centre every year siitse
inception. We recognize the importance of tourism the
Trondék Hwéch’in people and, in fact, the enti@romunity
of Dawson City and the Klondike. We continue to kvor
know that they have applied for different strearhdumding

ment and also from the Yukon government. As weinaetto
do on many different fronts, we will continue to nkavith our
First Nation partners to build an economy thatfidbenefit to
all Yukoners.

Questionre:  Firing range cleanup

Mr. Barr: It is important on this day when we are
talking about living up to our agreements and wuogkiespect-
fully with First Nation governments that | ask abdle long-
standing, unauthorized firing range located on Kimabun
land at kilometre 1449 off the Alaska Highway.

Firing ranges close to the highway pose a clertapub-
lic safety. The amount of ammunition, includingrfreestricted
firearms that have been discharged at this sitastignishing.
Everything dumped there is riddled with bullet f®le

Years of accumulation of lead from bullets and hdaas
fluids from appliances have made this a toxic $&ck in No-
vember of 2012, the minister said, and | quotev&sal Yukon
government departments are working with the landown
Kwanlin Dun First Nation, to clean up and securm she from
unauthorized access.”

Can the minister provide a progress report on thekwo
clean up and secure the site?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We're aware of the site the member
is referencing. We understand that it is used mhlly as a
firing range by a number of people in the territomhich, of
course, is unfortunate because of the accumulatfopoten-
tially hazardous waste in the area.

At one point, the Department of Environment conside
using our Y2C2 program to begin some cleanup orsitiee but
when the level of waste was determined, we werélent
move forward with that. So the Department of Enefdines
and Resources and the Department of Environmenanidng
together to determine how best to move forward.

Of course, one of the challenges or complicatirogoiie is
that it is owned by Kwanlin Dun First Nation, so weed to
work with them as well. Ensuring that all parties at the table
for those discussions is a priority for us.

Of course we are committed to taking action to ensiiat
site and a number of other sites throughout theoviukre
cleaned up, and we’'ll continue to work with thesEiNations
and other departments of government to determimebest to
do that.

Mr. Barr: Out of frustration, Kwanlin Dun blockaded
the bush road to stop this but was ordered by thieoN gov-
ernment to reopen the road back in the fall of 20Ndt only
the First Nation is frustrated by the situatiore thex hamlet
council has raised concerns about the ugly messuasédfe
site. The Fish and Game Association has cleanedithenly
to see it used in a manner that gives all sho@edshunters a
bad name. | recognize that the land in questioKv&nlin
Dun’s and it is not solely a question of the Yulgovernment
directing what is to be done on this land. I'm louak for a
commitment that, with Kwanlin Dun’s consent, clepnuork
will be completed by the end of summer and permiaselu-
tions will be in place to close down this ugly, afesmess for-
ever. Will the minister make this commitment?

from the federal government and also from the Yukon
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: What | can commit to doing is con-

tinuing to work with the Kwanlin Dun First Nationpntinuing

to work with other branches of government and othegart-
ments in the Yukon government, including the Departt of

Energy, Mines and Resources lands branch, to deterhow

best to move forward with that site. | haven't spoko the
Kwanlin Dun First Nation about this myself but lliege | pro-

vided a written update to the Opposition on thgiésa short
number of months ago.

They have the information that is up to date. Asid be-
fore, we will continue to work with our First Natigpartners to
determine how best to move forward and undertakierecthat
are mutually beneficial and mutually understoodo&in the
best interest of Yukoners and Kwanlin Dun citizens.

Question re:  Robert Service School educational
outreach program

Mr. Silver: | have a question for the Minister of Edu-

cation. The minister received a letter from the eftof the
Trondék Hwéch’in First Nation regarding the educaél out-
reach program that is in place at Robert ServickoSicin
Dawson. The program addresses concern for youth avbo
struggling with regular attendance. It is cleatt th@ dedicated
teacher and associated programming have engags@wlrin
a supportive learning environment. This school y#ae pro-
gram was made possible through the initiative ef phincipal
and special circumstances within the school. Nextdamic
year, the program will only be possible with a splecommit-
ment from the Government of Yukon. Trondék Hweénhis
looking forward to the continuation of the educatiboutreach
program and is encouraging the government to continat
teaching staff resources necessary for furtherldpweent and
success. Will the minister make this commitment?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member opposite for the

question. | did have the opportunity to follow uptlis morn-
ing’s reception with First Nation leaders with Chieylor on
this initiative and | can confirm for the membegposite in an
e-mail sent from a senior official at Educationatsenior offi-
cial in the Trondék Hwéch’in First Nation that théukon
Education Staffing Allocation Committee has alreadgt to
discuss alternate programming full-time equivalemttsRobert
Service School in Dawson City and recommended ttiatre-
source be included as part of our rural action.plan

So | can make that commitment today on the floothef
House and we're looking forward to moving in thaedtion as
well as a number of other initiatives under theaharction plan
that we're very excited about, and I'm also vergited about
sharing those initiatives with MLAs from rural Yukan both
sides of the floor.

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the answer from the minister.

The education outreach program is part of a laegeicational
discussion that has been ongoing between the Gonarnof
Yukon and the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in. Last July, offidafrom
both governments concluded substantial negotiatiomsan
agreement respecting section 17.7 education pomgsas set
out in the Trondék Hwéch'in self-governing agreeme

This agreement is a significant step forward. Ihfoens
the partnership between government and will stregtthe

work undertaken by Tr'ondék Hwéch’'in and Educatiuffi-
cials in the future. On October 25, 2012, Trondékéch’in
Council formally endorsed this July 20 draft agreain Last
fall the Chief of the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in wrote theinister to
encourage him to also formally endorse this agreeme
Tr'ondék Hwéch’in wants to sign off on this agreerhas soon
as possible to proceed on agreed priorities.

Why has the Government of Yukon not signed off lus t
agreement to date?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As with many issues that the gov-
ernment is confronted with, there are processedsnied to be
adhered to and this is no exception. This issueecapnduring
debate in the Department of Education earlier ghtaig and at
that time | indicated that this is something thas to be con-
sidered by not only the Department of Education, diso the
Executive Council Office, with the responsibilityrfthat obvi-
ously being with the Premier.

Work is continuing on this initiative. | know itisnportant
to the Trondék Hwéch'in First Nation. It was alegferenced
in the letter that | just recently received fromi&hraylor. |
can assure members of the House that we continuerto on
this and we hope to reach a resolution throughptioeess as
quickly as possible.

Mr. Silver: I'd just like to remind the minister that
time is of the essence. We are preparing for the sehool
year.

The schedule attached to section 17.7 outlinesvebeu of
initiatives. One of the items of discussion in 1B&tween the
Trondék Hwéch'’in and the government is the esshifient of
the Individual Learning Centre.

There has been one in place for a number of yesesih
Whitehorse and it is a fantastic educational acaddie Indi-
vidual Learning Centre offers a multitude of chaider stu-
dents through self-paced continuous learning iafa and re-
spectful environment with opportunities for gradoatand
lifelong learning. The schedule that | mentionedlieaalso
includes educational outreach programs, camp atatiec
and residential school curriculum development.

The Tr'ondék Hwéch’in has staff already identifiadd
working to fulfill their side of the deal. We nedide govern-
ment to sign off; it’s the only missing elementéer

When does the minister see some of these itemgybein
signed off?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Indeed, a lot of great work has
been done. We have to recognize the officialsterwork that
has been done, not only between the officials dbnék
Hwéch’in and Yukon government, but also the wort tvas
done in terms of formalizing these unique additiotws
Trondék Hwéch’in’s agreement, because none of dtieer
self-governing First Nations had these agreem&uasvork has
been done, not only by officials to move forwardhaivhat has
been identified within Trondék Hwéch'in's agreentetut
also to look at moving this forward with other irgsted self-
governing First Nations. Canada has also beenvedol

We’'re looking at the possibility of ensuring thabse First
Nations interested in those similar provisions Wil provided
the opportunity to do so. Once that work is done’revlooking
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forward as a government to move all of those thifogs/ard
for not only Trondék Hwéch’in, but for other Firdations
who are interested.

Question re:  Arctic Council

Mr. Elias: The world’s eyes are fixed on the Arctic,
and Canada is now at the helm. The federal Ministétealth,
Leona Aglukkaq, has just taken over the chair & Arctic
Council just hours ago. The Arctic Council is a goful, high-
level intergovernmental forum of Arctic nations addctic
indigenous communities. It provides a means of pting
cooperation, coordination and interaction with atipalar fo-
cus on sustainable development and environmentjégtion
in the Arctic.

This represents a tremendous opportunity for Yukor
it's important that our government supports theirclod the
Arctic Council in her new role. How is this goverant going
to support our chair of the Arctic Council, Leonglékkaq, so
as to maximize the benefits to our territory andtw Arctic
neighbours?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly, the Yukon government
has been involved with the Arctic Council sinceilitseption in
1996. We are very excited to see Canada again assioen
chairmanship today, as the Member for Vuntut Gviitdmas
articulated.

All three territories in the north are excited abthis. The
theme for Canada’s chairmanship is, “Developmenmt tfe
people of the north”. Under that theme, there aree sub-
themes: responsible Arctic resource developmerfig, Aectic
shipping and sustainable circumpolar communitiegist re-
cently met with the other two premiers at the NenthPre-
miers Forum, and during those meetings we alscahaabpor-
tunity to meet with two of the six permanent papémts of the
Arctic Council, with representation from the Arcédthabaskan
Council and the Gwich'in Council International, weeve had
some good, strong discussions about how we caacincbn-
tinue to work together.

So there are many things that are going on. Wéoakéng
forward to the opportunity. Canada will host itsfiset of sen-
ior officials meetings right here in Whitehorse @rctober,
which will not only be good for moving Canada’s aga for-
ward, but will also be a great opportunity to shase White-
horse and Yukon to the rest of the circumpolarmort

Mr. Elias: It's good to hear that those meetings ar
ongoing. As chair of the Arctic Council, Ministegiukkaq is
promoting a business-friendly agenda. Some estsrsge the
Arctic containing as much as one-third of the wirldil and
gas supply. As a result, British Petroleum, CNO®&xen,
Shell and Imperial Oil already hold explorationdes for large
tracts of the Beaufort Sea, the Mackenzie Delta iandorth
Yukon.

Climate change is opening the Arctic passage, ngaikia
viable shipping route for transnational compangs] oppor-
tunities for Arctic tourism are expanding as nontheoastlines
become more accessible. All of this presents baiméndous
opportunities and risks to our territory. Yukonevant assur-
ances that our territory will be ready sociallyyieonmentally,
and economically for this new world economic ortieat will

happen very soon. What is this government’s planywskon-
ers are in charge of the result rather than regtirthe intent
of others?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly, there are a number of
nations that have observer status at the ArcticnCiquand |
think that what that does is to help broaden petspes, allows
for more information-gathering with some of the kiog
groups that are a result of the Arctic Council, anldl make us
better prepared. | know that moving forward witlvaletion in
the Northwest Territories will allow us to now begiome con-
structive dialogue on the Beaufort, in terms ofulatpry proc-
esses and ensuring that, working with Canada aedthtee
northern territories, we have in place all the sseey regula-
tions to not only ensure the protection of the Imobut ensure
that when we do have development it is done inspaesible
manner.

Mr. Elias: China, India, Italy, Japan, Singapore and
South Korea have just been granted observer diatile Arc-
tic Council. These countries are eyeing the econapportu-
nities in the Arctic region; they view participation the Arctic
Council as a means of influencing its decisionsis T¢ould
directly impact the interests of the Yukon. Thisvgmment
should start drafting joint policy recommendatidos Arctic
biodiversity conservation, infrastructure, healtommunities,
sustainable development and marine-oil pollutioeppredness
and response to oil spills in the Arctic. We havechto offer
and the best way to be influential is to be invdifeom the
get-go because, make no mistake, every one of akory
communities will be affected should the Arctic opep for
development and for international shipping routes.

How will this Yukon Party government maximize thp-o
portunities of Canada chairing the Arctic Council?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly it is very important to
ensure that there is a strong working relationfeippveen Can-
ada and the three territories because we want ke mare that
what happens at the Arctic Council doesn’t resaldiiving
national policy and territorial policies. We are nking ear-
nestly; we've had our officials engaged with Arct@ouncil
since its inception in 1996.

We have a number of senior officials who have many
years of experience working together, so I'm veonfadent
that with the maturity that the Yukon governmens desplayed
through the years of assuming responsibility fomaggement
€of the land, water and resources — with that expee and the
officials we have. Then, working at the politicalel with the
minister responsible, the Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, @meugh
the three northern premiers, we're confident thatoan ensure
that Canada’s chairmanship and its theme of erguhiat the

development is for the people of the north willdohieved.

Question re: Hospital Corporation contracts
Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, the public is asking a lot of

gquestions about management, contracting and acauilityt
for millions of dollars in spending by the Yukon $futal Cor-
poration. We're talking about projects that arerbueget by
millions and well past any timelines establishetle TAuditor
General produced a scathing report on the mismameagteof
the construction of these hospitals. We heard yeayethat yet
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another local subcontractor is owed over $2 millan work
completed on these two hospitals, and they arengakteir
claims to the courts.

Will the minister tell this House how many outstangl
subcontracts have not been paid and for what arlount

Will the money in trust — we were told it was mdhan
$1 million — be enough or are we looking at additibcosts to
these hospitals?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
yesterday with respect to the Nelson Drywall cldoma mil-
lion dollars. The claim for a million dollars origthtly in excess
of a million dollars had actually been paid inte tbourt. The
member opposite didn’t mention that simple fact. Ré&lson
Drywall has to do is prove their claim to the coarid that
$1.016 million could be released to them if thepver their
claim to the court.

What the member also didn’t say yesterday aboulile
son Drywall fiasco is that Nelson walked away frtime job.
Several contractors or suppliers and tradespeaplBawson
City and Watson Lake weren’t paid for their sergic&vould
the member opposite have us walk away from thatedl® No.
What the Hospital Corporation did is paid the moigyp the
court and allowed the court to make the decisiooualwhose
claims were actually valid and whose claims werevadid. |
suspect that the exact same thing has happenhisiimstance.
The contractor, the subcontractor in question, wihke a
claim to the court and let the court decide.

Dowland’s insurance agent has already stated hiegtdre
good for the claims if the claims are legitimate.

Ms. Stick:
asked this of the witnesses on Monday, and theg weable to
answer it.

Will the minister tell this House how many outstard
subcontracts have not been paid and for what arfiowg
were told there was just over $1 million in a trust

Is that going to be enough, or are we looking atemo

money for these hospitals?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
have to explain that. Both the chair and the CE@hefHospi-
tal Corporation and | have stated here before: beding
company is the one taking over the claims fromsiltecontrac-
tors, and it's unfortunate, we all agree with tRatfortunately
we couldn’t do anything about Dowland’s defaulteTsonding
company will determine which claims are to be pad they
will ensure that anything that is legitimate — th&ta claim
against the construction of the health facilitieDiawson or in
Watson Lake — will be paid in due course.

Ms. Stick:
the Hospital Corporation would want to know whatgé out-
standing amounts are. It is their project; they rsponsible.
Yes, there is a bonding company. Yes, there israme. How
much, Mr. Speaker? How much is owing to subcontracthat

have not been paid by Dowland? What is the amouint o

money? Surely, as a corporation responsible faehmojects,
they would know that amount.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
member opposite wouldn’t have asked this questibrihe

I’'m going to go back to the question. |

It would seem to me that the minister or

It is really unfortunate that the

president and chief executive officer, because tuey obvi-
ously in a much more qualified position to answss than |
am.

Again, the subcontractors’ claims — and this doeseém
to be getting through to members opposite — willhbedled
by the bonding agent and the subcontractors. Thepitéd
Corporation will not be involved in the discussiginwho owes
what for the actual construction project. They Wil peripher-

This reminds me of the question ally, of course, but for them to establish a list @erhaps ex-

pect the Hospital Corporation to pay the subcotdraalirectly
is a ridiculous assumption, and | don’t even knolywhey are
even going there.

Question re:  Crown corporations, ministerial
direction
Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, the minister sends his di-

rections to the Yukon Development Corporation drelXukon
Energy Corporation, chiefly through a protocol &gnent re-
quired by law and a shareholder letter of expemtati which is
an established practice.

Yesterday, the officials from the Yukon Development
Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporation appeaeavig
nesses, and | attempted to gain some understaonélitig op-
erational implications of changes in the lettere@pectations,
but was curtailed by the minister. When | compdre hew
letter of expectations from the current ministethwthe letter
developed by his predecessor, | am struck by whpéars to
be a new direction in ministerial control.

Can the minister explain the rationale for incregshis
control of the corporations and explain how his ngewers
will result in a more efficient corporation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, I'm not sure if the
member doesn’t understand the protocol letter gieetations
or whether he is simply trying to create a picttirat fits with
his narrative.

In fact, the member should read the protocol letfeex-
pectations — in fact, | would encourage any mentifethe

| don’t know how many times we public listening to avail themselves of it. | b&ieit’s all up on

the website. It has all been tabled in the Housgidn't on the
website, then it will be shortly. They will see yatlearly that,
in fact, what government has done through the podtand the
shareholders letter — just as has been done icdke of the
Housing Corporation — is update the language arceipec-
tation that government is using in setting cleaicyoparame-
ters for corporations that report to the Yukon gawveent.

We have emphasized in the shareholder letter ofaap
tions that the key expectation of Yukon Developnfeatpora-
tion is to ensure that Yukon Energy Corporationibssdiary
operates in a manner consistent with governmengsatl re-
quirement that Yukon Energy Corporation provide udrs
with safe, reliable and cost-effective electricalgr and, in
particular, that Yukon Energy minimizes financiaks assists
overnment, as required, with technical informattonhelp
government make good decisions, including policgisiens,
about new energy projects; undertakes new enermgjeqis, as
directed by government, and performs appropriatiate@ance
on existing assets.

So the member is, quite simply, wrong in his agsest
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Mr. Tredger:
pectations from the current minister with the letteveloped
by his predecessor, | am struck by what appeaasnasv direc-
tion in ministerial control. There are many claussguiring the
corporations to get the minister’'s approval befpegforming
new studies. There are many “shall not” clausehaut the
prior written approval of the minister. Previoudtdes were
jointly developed and understood to reflect a sthareder-
standing of the corporations and the minister. ke letter
says nhothing about collaboration, but that letetaids govern-
ment’s performance expectations.

Can the minister explain the rationale for incregshis
control of the corporations and explain how his rgewers
will result in a more efficient corporation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, the exercise of the
ministerial responsibility and ministerial authgrin this is not
new. In fact, we are continuing to act in accoragandth the
Yukon Development Corporation At¥e have, as in the case |
noted with other government corporations, updateal lan-
guage. We have also, in the language of this,ateftbwhat we
have heard from the Auditor General, and I'd réffer member
to past reports done by the Auditor General onghergy So-
lutions Centre and Mayo-Dawson transmission line kéve
taken steps.

I will refer members of the public to what the éattactu-
ally says. It says that government may provide famgncial
support it considers appropriate for a significaetv genera-
tion projects undertaken by development or its slidng, but
will not do so unless the project has been apprdoyedukon
Development Corporation’s Board of Directors andead to
by government in advance. There is also a refertrateMan-
agement Board approval must be received by goverhpreor
to any borrowing of money by Yukon Development QCogp
tion or a subsidiary, any increase to a line oflitrby Yukon
Development Corporation or a subsidiary, and a ajutae by
Yukon Development Corporation or its subsidiaryan§ debt.

The reason for that, of course, is that all ofrienies bor-
rowed by Yukon Energy Corporation also fall undes Yukon
government’s debt cap, so, unlike other privateinass enti-
ties, when they borrow money we are ultimately actable
for that, so it's important that approval from thmnagement
board be sought and received prior to the boardoapp such
projects or such increases of debt.

Mr. Tredger: Another new direction that the minister
is taking with Yukon Development Corporation andk®n
Energy Corporation surround the vetting of publiesnenents.
In the new letter, the minister is to be informddaay public
announcements or press releases from the corponatior to
their release. | guess the popular and effectivek“danet” will
become “Ask Janet to ask the minister who will delhet what
to say.” We see the clear pattern of the YukonyPgaovern-
ment controlling the message now being extendedit@orpo-
rations. Can the minister explain the rationaleifigreasing his
control over the communications of our corporatibns

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, in reference to the nar-
rative from the member opposite, | will referenastIFriday’s
Yukon Newseadline entitled “NDP Opposition’'s Bad Math”

When | compare the new letter of ex-

and the article on page 7, entitled “Opposition §les YESAB
Stats.” The member is quite simply inaccurate & dlsertions
he’s making.

In fact, the very same section that he refers tomis the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources to msuygbort
and cooperation with the Yukon Development Corponaand
its subsidiary and open communications and full &ndely
information sharing with the development group ashior
management, including and not limited to regularetimgs
between the minister and the chairs, and commuaicadhat
goes both ways. It is a section that refers to ac@bility and
communication, and the clause the member citedaésitathe
intention that before any major announcements wexde, that
the minister will be advised of them, but does Inate to ap-
prove them, contrary to the member’s assertions.

We have established a framework within the letfeexe
pectation that again | would encourage any membtreopub-
lic interested in this to actually look at. We hgwevided for
clear financial accountability when it comes to amgtters that
must receive support greater than what the Eneggpdzation
can do itself — that being, if they need to bormmwney, Man-
agement Board needs to authorize it first, becéissaot sim-
ply a matter of the corporation money; that borrayyviof
money also affects the Yukon government’s debt cap.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will now proceed with Orders du jour.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 466

Clerk: Motion No. 466, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.
Speaker:  Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop a tourism, trade and investment mission tcofe and
the United Kingdom led by the Premier to profile Kéa's
tourism industry and investment opportunities foe purpose
of:

(1) increasing awareness of Yukon as a travel rgg#in
within European markets;

(2) strengthening alliances with key business ameem-
ment partners;

(3) facilitating business-to-business partnershépst

(4) profiling investment opportunities within Yukon

Ms. McLeod: Prior to the Yukon Party taking office
in late 2002, the Yukon had experienced seven yefaeco-
nomic recession. Our unemployment rate was too, higin
population was declining. Almost 3,000 Yukoners —any of
whom were our young people, our prime labour foredeft
the Yukon to find work Outside.
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Despite being one of our mainstay industries, ngniras
nearly defunct, with exploration and developmergrgfing in
the territory being less than $10 million.

| don’t want my comments today to be misunderstasd
calling for an economy based on either mining arigm. We
need both.

This trade mission will be the first ever Premied-itour-
ism trade and investment mission in Yukon'’s histdrghink it
has been proven that when we have our leadersgtakiarge
of this sort of a trade mission that it garnersggnér profile and
can be much more effective.

build on the success of last year's visit to Gerrspeaking
Europe by the Tourism and Culture minister. Itgreat oppor-
tunity to develop new strategic initiatives withrquartners in
the territory’s largest overseas tourism markets.

Potential investors will find significant advantagaclud-
ing a strategic global location, strong economy declthy
business environment. The Government of Yukon plewi
strong support to its knowledge sectors with cardthinvest-
ment in infrastructure and innovation.

Yukon’s positive investment climate includes fawahle
taxation incentives and royalties, streamlined k&guy proc-

Germany continues to be the Yukon's largest overseaesses and supportive legislation. Yukon is hom&ddd-class

market, representing approximately 26 percent efssas visi-
tors. German-speaking Europe continues to be thasfof
Yukon's marketing initiatives. The number of visioto

Yukon in 2012 compared to 2011 saw a two-percerease in
foreign visitors. As we've heard here many timesirism gen-
erates $200 million in revenue for Yukon businessed over
one quarter of all Yukon businesses generate sdimtbedr

revenue from tourism, with more than four percenYokon’s

GDP directly attributable to tourism.

mineral deposits and an established mining indusiity abun-

dant natural assets, tourist experiences thatnademand, and
a dramatic landscape widely featured in the filnd @ound

community.

Yukon offers opportunities for companies to engagst
Nations as investment partners. Yukon’s highly eded and
entrepreneurial workforce and well-established itiaugl
knowledge and creative-based industries provideaf@table
economic and political environment, and of coursgkdon’s

In 2012 the Yukon government signed a two-yearunmatched lifestyle and quality-of-life factors, ialn are at-

$150,000 cooperative marketing agreement with Ftddaro-
mote the event and the Yukon. Each year the Fultdl€hge
generates European media coverage valued at ovelfan.
In 2012 the department helped celebrate the Handwers
Yukon Days event, which included gold panning, rausind
entertainment, and other activities designed tccatuzoo at-
tendees on the Yukon.

Supported by the department’s touring artist fuvidkon
artists share their talents with fellow Canadiand audiences
abroad in Australia, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Nerels,
Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the Unitéates.
A mission to German-speaking Europe would build tha
work already being done by the tourism market amdhe in-
vestments made in this market through the touritigtdund.

If we look at the Yukon'’s trade figures for thetlasuple
of years, | think it's important to recognize whve¢ are doing
and to build upon our successes. The value ofl resdés in
Yukon totals a record $662 million in 2011, whichup 10.6
percent from $599 million in 2010. Strong econoradtivity
related to mining development, increased employmeigher
population and higher year-over-year fuel pricesall consid-
ered contributing factors to retail sales growth2eill. Mr.
Speaker, the numbers show that we need to contowerk
on growing our trade markets.

tractive to families and make Yukon a wide openarpmity
for so many people.

The good work of the Yukon’s Minister of Tourismdan
Culture has made a significant impact, | believel aknow he
has made it a priority to go to different eventd &rade shows
to demonstrate his support and commitment to miadketur
Yukon.

We would like to continue our relationships withsbu
nesses in our German-speaking markets — some olooat
companies already have relationships with thosen@ercom-
panies — and we’d like to enhance those relatigoshrhis
mission will also build on mineral sector efforts éstablish
new business partnerships within Europe by prdafilinvest-
ment opportunities within Yukon’s mining industrg Euro-
pean investors.

To sum up, | am in favour of a trade mission by fre-
mier and selected guests. | look forward to thepsupof the
House.

Mr. Barr: I'll be the only member of the Official Op-
position speaking today to Motion 466:

“THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon & d
velop a tourism, trade and investment mission toope and
the United Kingdom led by the Premier to profile Kéa's

Focusing on German-speaking Europe and the Unitetburism industry and investment opportunities toe purpose

Kingdom, the trade mission will profile Yukon’s tasm in-
dustry and investment opportunities. This missidlhincrease
awareness in the European markets of Yukon as tindtisn
while strengthening alliances with our key businasg gov-
ernment partners. The mission will include meetifgsthe
centres for Yukon’s primary and secondary touris@rkets,
such as the cities of Frankfurt, Hanover, Berlid &nndon.
Collectively, Germany and the United Kingdom cdmtte
over $13 million to Yukon’s economy annually witt8,000
visitors travelling to the Yukon each year. Thisssidbn will

of:

(1) increasing awareness of Yukon as a travel rit#bin
within European markets;

(2) strengthening alliances with key business aovem-
ment partners;

(3) facilitating business-to-business partnershéipst

(4) profiling investment opportunities within Yukon

The NDP Opposition caucus will be unanimously suppo
ing this motion, which is generally about puttingnajor tour-



May 15, 2013

HANSARD

2953

ism thrust to a new Premier-led trade and investnméssion to
Europe and the United Kingdom.

| know there are many in the tourism industry whid w
say, “Finally, this government is recognizing treue of tour-
ism as a sustainable economic generator.” The nigrdre in
and show the strength and importance of this imgusthe
DataPath Systems study has shown that visitatiohetdrukon
is up and that annual revenue for Yukon'’s tourisigustry is
over $200 million per year. This is a key indudtyy our econ-
omy and creates hundreds of jobs in the territory.

Yukon tourism numbers garner a 29-percent returthen
government’s marketing investment, and marketsshmving
the Yukon tourism trends are strong in comparismrother
destinations. We hope to hear there is a plan ¢eease this
investment and take more advantage of this susigneco-
nomic producer, particularly in the face of redugedource
extraction investments.

Maybe it has taken the reduction of the resourt¢eaetion
markets with the usual down-cycle to finally geistigovern-
ment to focus on the viable, stable producer witinceven track
record. The internationally recognizeldonely Planet the
maker of travel books and TV shows, recently higjttiéd the
Yukon as a must-see destination for its mountdaisees and
wilderness but added, before altered by resourcadtion.

There are plenty of other items that we could lseuising
today, including the budget. | hope this crew Wwél successful.
I hope the Premier will highlight the Peel watextie poten-
tial German visitors, as we know they visit the ¥okto ex-
perience our wide open spaces and wilderness.

I am pleased to see the government is taking menupy
suggestion to broaden its search for capital imeest in our
mining sector beyond China. Recent announcemengsiin¢he
Yukon have demonstrated that finding capital is eomagain
becoming a major issue of concern for mining congsand
for the Yukoners who rely on these investments.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and we will be in suppdrthis
motion today.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to just take a moment to
thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringing thistion
forward. As the Minister of Tourism and Culturejsths an
important initiative, in my mind.

When we took office in 2002, rebuilding Yukon’s yate
sector economy was priority number one for the iprey
Yukon Party governments. It was an important pillarour
being re-elected in 2006 and 2011. Our vision fowimg for-
ward together continues to build upon those previfmur pil-
lars: better quality of life, the environment, teeonomy and

We need to consider why visitors want to come te th good government. We committed to achieving a beftedity

Yukon and ensure that our economic developmentcelailo
not spoil this image. We'll provide our support fitre Pre-
mier’s trip, but we expect him to deliver. We wanot hear
where he will be going in Europe and the U.K., wéagnts he
will be attending and what the marketing strategyoi get the
Yukon tourism brand out there in European and Uriedia.
How will our wilderness, our wildlife and our frestaters be
showcased? How will our rich First Nation cultuissd heri-
tage be showcased?

Will the Premier come back from the trip and reportthe
outcomes of the trip? Who will accompany the Prefhidow
will representatives be chosen for this?

These are the things we expect and that taxpaypeceto
see accomplished: They don’t want to fund a holidéagy
don’t want to fund a junket without outcomes, with@ solid
marketing plan. The Premier's mission is also alirade and
investment. There have been several trade missmmssia.
Foreign investment is important, so | look forwam more
details from the Premier about how he presentsetat in-
vestment opportunities in the Yukon and returnshvatsolid
list of accomplishments. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | will be brief. | will be sup-
porting this motion, although | am not convincedtttwe
needed to debate it today here in the Assemblgeladl of the
items listed in this motion to be part and pardehe numerous
responsibilities and privileges of the Office oétRremier.

Also, this is an initiative that has already beanaunced.
Yukon premiers of all political stripes have beerGermany to
promote tourism investments, and this is just #test market-
ing initiative, and we do wish the Premier well lois endeav-
ours.

of life, managing and protecting Yukon’s environmgractis-
ing good government and building a prosperous,rde/& ukon
economy. Yukoners voted for that commitment and wesv
deliver. We move forward together.

I would like to spend a few minutes talking aboatwhwe
will move Yukon forward. Members of this Assemblyea
aware that last year | went to Germany to meetiddals and
organizations that are promoting Yukon — organaai like
Flex Travel, TUIl, Hanover Zoo, Fulda and Condorn&me a
few. | have said on many occasions that the Yulmregiment
is very pleased to continue to partner with thed&uChallenge.
The Government of Yukon, through the DepartmenT ofir-
ism and Culture, contributes $150,000 annually tdd& in
support of this event. In 2012 this sponsorshipvioled an es-
timated $5 million in equivalent media advertisingsermany,
Switzerland and Austria — Yukon’s largest oversaagism
market.

The event brings some 65 people, including athleteg-
port personnel, foreign journalists and internaticguests from
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and France, and |ld/owte
that many are famous athletes or television peldi@sa In
2013 the event marked Fulda’s™ onsecutive year in the
territory, including a three-year sponsorship oé tWukon
Quest and the Fulda Challenge itself, which stanez000.

The Fulda Challenge spends an estimated $1 mitlien
rectly within the Yukon on equipment rentals, acoowdation,
food and beverages, transportation, staging oftevemd other
services. This year’s challenge featured eventd/nitehorse,
Dawson and the Dempster Highway.

Congratulations to the winners of this year's ey&wnate
Reingruber and Andreas Leiter from Team Austriae Ter-
man and Swiss teams were second and third reselctiv
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should note that one media story reported that Guinness
world records were broken during the slalom eventhe ice at
Schwatka Lake: one for the shortest breaking digtaand the
other for the quickest speed slalom. | can tell float we re-
ceived a benefit far in excess of the $150,000 weaspend in
support of this race, so let’s build upon thattiefeship.

I'd also like to talk about Condor. We will contiauo
build upon the relationship that we have with thatine. At
the same time, we will continue to build upon ouarketing
initiatives overseas. One goal for the German ntaskéo fill
more seats on Condor and hope for additional #iginbore
flights, more visitors; more visitors, a better eomy.

I know that theYukon Newseported last week that the
NDP doesn’t seem to be very good at math, butgimatth that
| even think the NDP could potentially understand.

Mr. Speaker, this will be the first-ever Premied-teurism
trade and investment mission in Yukon’s historyisTimission
will increase exposure for the Yukon as a year-totnavel
destination. | thank the Premier for being so taddo take this
very important mission with industry leaders.

Mr. Speaker, | would now like to turn my attentit;mthe
clauses in the motion in particular. Let me shaith wou the
impact tourism has on our Yukon economy. In 2018kon
hosted over 320,000 visitors from around the warldiuding
nearly 34,000 overseas visitors. So what activitieproducts
do we have that draw visitors to our territory? I¢fuite a list.
Visitors are coming here for our arts and cultungberiences,
aurora viewing, canoeing and kayaking. They ar&iegeday
trips, dogsledding, fishing and flightseeing. Thardy seems
to be no shortage of product. Our visitors are &sking for
hiking, mountain biking and cycling, outdoor equigmh rent-
als, rafting, snowmobiles, spas and relaxationtevmater raft-
ing, wildlife viewing, and summer and winter vaocatipack-
ages.

| would bet that visitors from the European maidsb en-

As you may know, Yukon was designated bgnely
Planetas a top-10 must-see travel destination for 2@&h3u-
ing global media coverage generated remarkableigiybfor
Yukon and expanded awareness of Yukon as a premidoor
travel destination.

Following media familiarization trips led by the pet-
ment, bothReader’s Digesand Outsidemagazine have high-
lighted Yukon as a must-visit Canadian destinatidghlight-
ing some of the exciting new visitor experienceat tifukon
has to offer. This is news that we all need to shatherever
we may be.

The dedicated and hard-working staff at Tourism @ntt
ture are always looking for new and innovative wayspro-
mote our territory. | feel fortunate that I've had many oppor-
tunities to see their good work in action. As yoaymecall, the
department organized the Canadian Tourism Commi'ssio
“Go Media Marketplace” in May of 2012, hosting 12ferna-
tional and domestic media, as well as 170 tourigdustry
members. You may also recall that in 2012 the Yugowvern-
ment signed a two-year, $150,000 cooperative miaket
agreement with Fulda to promote the event and tonpte
Yukon.

Also in 2012, the department helped celebrate Hanov
Zoo’s Yukon Day event, which included gold panningsic,
entertainment and other activities designed to aguzoo at-
tendees on Yukon. This was quite an event andl iy for-
tunate that | was able to attend and wave our Ydlamloud
and proud.

Another initiative that we continue to work on feettour-
ing artist fund. Yukon artists have shared thderits with fel-
low Canadians and with audiences abroad in Auatréien-
mark, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Swedém
United Kingdom and the United States. | am quidldglizing
that there is no shortage of talent here in ouitéey. Our mis-
sion to German-speaking Europe would build on tleekval-

joy the SS Klondikeand Dredge No. 4 as much as the Membeready being done in the tourism market and onritkestments

for Klondike does. They too may appreciate the wiikt we
have put into mitigating the cuts to Parks Canadee hn
Yukon.

Here's a statistic that all members of this Housey rap-
preciate: Germany continues to be the Yukon’s Ergeerseas
market, representing approximately 26 percent efssas visi-
tors. German-speaking Europe will continue to b®aus of
Yukon’s marketing initiatives. In fact, the numbarvisitors to
Yukon in 2012, compared to 2011, saw a two-pero@rease
in foreign visitation. I've mentioned before in shAssembly
that each year tourism generates approximately $#0i@n in
revenue for Yukon businesses. Over one-quartefl ofukon
businesses generate some of their revenue fromstouwith
more than four percent of Yukon’s GDP directlyiatitable to
tourism.

| personally find it fascinating that Whitehorse tise
smallest city in North America with direct flighte Germany.
In fact, Condor brought over 4,000 visitors to YoKast year,
contributing an estimated $8 million to $10 millidn our
economy.

made in this market through the touring artist fund

| would now like to turn my attention to the tragertion
of the Premier’s trip to Europe and the United Kiom. Fo-
cusing on German-speaking Europe and the UnitedydGm,
the trade mission will profile Yukon’s tourism ingtuy and
investment opportunities.

This mission will increase awareness of Yukon a®sa-
round destination in the European markets whilensjthening
alliances with our key businesses and governmettgra.

The mission will include meetings in the centres fo
Yukon’s primary and secondary tourism markets, diies of
Frankfurt, Hanover, Berlin and London. CollectiveGermany
and the United Kingdom contribute over $13 millido
Yukon’s economy annually with 13,000 visitors triing to
Yukon each year.

This government continues to demonstrate bold Ishie
in our work to grow Yukon’s tourism economy and resse
tourism revenue. We see the success and opportiunijtgrt-
nerships with organizations such as the Tourisrmdtrgt Asso-
ciation, the Klondike Visitors Association|’Association
franco-yukonnaise, Holland America, Parks Candua,Gana-
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dian Tourism Commission and many others. Workini¢abo-
ratively, we will continue to boost tourism in Yuko

Furthermore, rather than simply relying on domesstwel
markets, we have reached out across the globdrtaxtatisi-
tors. This Yukon Party government has proven thabugh
vision, hard work, strategic planning and bold katip, we
produce results.

It will be a great opportunity to develop new stgit ini-
tiatives with our partners in the territory’s lasj@verseas tour-
ism markets. Having leaders such as the Premiekeydour-
ism business representatives along on this misgibassist us
in making an even larger impact on Europe.

Our branding of Yukon, Larger than Life, has been-s
cessful. The staff and management of the Departofefibur-
ism and Culture have worked tirelessly to promate Yukon
to key primary and secondary markets, providingltes— and
results that I'm quite proud of and results thaill continue to
share with my colleagues on both sides of this ¢lagire.

The Yukon Party’s goal is to move forward togethdie
committed to building a better quality of life. ’demmitted to
protecting the environment. We committed to goodego-
ance. We committed to building a stronger, divezdifprivate
sector economy. This trade mission is in supporbwf plat-
form commitments on building a stronger, diversifisector
economy in Yukon.

| wish the Premier and those accompanying him ftben
tourism sector all of the best and much succesh®nourism
trade mission to Europe this fall. | look forward hearing
about the impacts of the trip upon their return.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would first like to thank the
members for their comments thus far and | also waragain
thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringing foy#t an-
other important motion on this good day. The mospeaks to
really enhancing Yukon’s ability to promote tourisrade and
investment abroad. That is certainly something thatYukon
government has been working on over the past decade

| find it interesting how there were some commentzie
earlier this afternoon about how the Yukon govemiris fi-
nally waking up or — | forget what the correct témology is
— perhaps finally recognizing the light of day whiertomes
to tourism. I'll get into that because I'll spenditde bit of time
talking about just what we have been doing overpast dec-
ade. | find these comments really intriguing, mattrly when
one takes a look at all the work that is being utadten by the
tourism industry, by the Department of Tourism &ture,
and by many other governments across the Yukon.Gdne
ernment of Canada is also doing their part to ptentaurism
for the country, but in particular, Yukon, whichugat we're
talking about here today.

Just to back it up a few years ago, one of the ways
which we went to work to strengthen the tourismnbdravas to
do just that — go to work in partnership with tleeitism in-
dustry. That is when the Yukon government, under fre-
partment of Tourism and Culture, and the Tourisrdubtry
Association of Yukon actually formalized the Yukararketing

tourism partnership — born from that was the SeMarket-
ing Committee.

I go back to the role of the senior marketing cottesiin
playing a very strategic role in terms of providir@commen-
dations to the Department of Tourism and Culture &me
Yukon government in terms of where to put thosdadslin the
most strategic way to generate the best returmegsiment for
every single dollar.

| have spoken to this very issue numerous timeghen
floor of the Assembly, but I'm really pleased t&eaan oppor-
tunity again just to inform members opposite whaohpes
don’t have a full understanding or an appreciatibthe role of
the SMC and the good partnership that we have getbbe-
tween TIA Yukon and the Yukon government.

Again, the Senior Marketing Committee really caroe t
gether — it is comprised of members of the privsgetor pri-
marily — to represent tourism interests and howast market
the territory with the best return on investmenmt.fact, each
and every year, there is a report card that isysred thanks to
the good work of that good partnership and it talksevery
single segment of the tourism market, whether ihigroduct
development, in visitor services, in meetings,onventions, in
incentive travel; whether it is domestic marketsnbernational
travel; whether it is media relations, and thedises on.

It even supports tourism, which is increasingly dming
very, very important to the territory, as we've sdeom the
significant growth over the last decade.

So the good work of this partnership — actuallwttis the
strategy. | know the members opposite from the Nixdte
looking for the strategy. Well, the strategy — traeyually just
have to go on-line and take a look at it — go om Tlourism
and Culture website and take a look at the good tark of
industry working together with government to conpewith an
annual report, annual implementation plan and atirpear
strategic framework to guide the work of the Dempent of
Tourism and Culture. That wasn't always the casgears past.
In fact, we didn’t have the benefit of having tk&tategic part-
nership in place.

Of course, without having that very important litdkin-
dustry, it makes it very difficult to carry out thmandate,
which is industry-led, research-based and markgedr Those
three mantras really formulate what is so importmut the
tourism industry.

You know, over the past decade we have seen ifdeedi
changes in how the tourism market has evolved, howas
changed up, not just here in the Yukon or in thantty of
Canada, but across the world. It has become fae m@mpeti-
tive. It has had to become a lot more resilientalee of the
changes — the stark changes — and arising from @fidl
whether it was flooding or fires or whether it va$ARS out-
break a number of years ago — rest assured théreennore.

What it has really encouraged within industry aral/-g
ernment is to become more strategic, more focuseldnaore
integrated in its efforts to market the territotythink it's a
great model, it's a great template and | applawdMinister of
Tourism and Culture, | applaud the Department afrismn and
Culture and | applaud industry. TIA Yukon is the hneila
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organization, but the multitude of individuals asrganizations
and agencies and governments that contribute sostaitor is
heartening indeed, and it is working.

ple. These are all things that come out as a re$altir invest-
ments in media relations.
Investments in visitor services — we take a lookhat

The Government of Yukon has made significant investcommunity of Carcross, and I'll get into that ifitde bit here

ments over the past years and unfortunately the K@®inue

to vote against it, over and over again. In faelythiote against
the tourism cooperative marketing fund that we auinto

play a few years back at the request of industyythe way,

which is over $700,000, and it's in direct suppafriorganiza-
tions like Air North, Yukon’s airline. It's in sumpt of organi-

zations like the Klondike Visitors Association taopmote

Yukon but also to participate in travel trade shawat are
dedicated and specifically directed by the tourgsuator as the
ones to be present at.

The NDP also continually vote against all the itnents
in the various campaigns that have been undertbigehour-
ism and Culture. Destination: Yukon, the domesti&rketing
campaign, promotes our gateway cities of Vancou@algary,
Edmonton, Toronto, the greater Ottawa area — dadritly
unfortunate because those are the strategic psinipsrwith
Air North, Yukon’s airline, coupled with industry tprovide
the packaging, provide that needed product theeig impor-
tant.

It is one thing to market the Yukon as a beautifulique
place to visit, but it's another thing to keep thieere and that’s
what product development is all about — hence theigm
cooperative marketing fund. We have been abledo phrtner
up with Northwest Territories and Nunavut and Canad our
pan-north campaign. That was born out of the Carvsdder
Games and again through the 2010 Winter Olympice.ve/
been able to carry on that good work and it is mgld differ-
ence and it’s so important to continue on with thefrategic
investments, those partnerships — partnerships thighState
of Alaska.

Again, | make reference to leveraging the marketaarh
of other jurisdictions, such as Alberta and Brit@3blumbia and
Alaska, under the Tourism North banner. That's \iergortant
too because, you know, Yukon is a relatively smglieisdic-
tion, so it's important to pool our resources ancextend that
reach. We have been able to do so. Investmentsiddia rela-
tions, when we talk about events — such as thedruliditer
challenge — those are very strategic, interesting aery
unique events; likewise the Yukon Quest Internatio8led
Dog Race.

These are some of the premier events that we asexrg
ment find very strategic to continue to invest ecause of the
return on investment and because we are able taepagnd
leverage so many additional resources as a re$uthealia
coming to the Yukon to participate, not only in ghespecific
events, but also to take another week or two weekisgo take
a look at the community of Faro and go take a labkhe
community of Burwash Landing or Watson Lake or Tesir
Old Crow. These are some of the things that, assaltr of
those stories being written, the tremendous natrmefor
Yukon is fantastic indeed. It is a relatively snidst compared
to what it would cost for the government to actyddlke out a
page in theNew York Timesr theGlobe and Mail for exam-

too. Visitor services — | am pleased to see albof visitor
information centres are now open.

I'd like to thank and welcome back all the staffotar visi-
tor centres across the territory. They do a faittgsh, in terms
of promoting all the unique experiences availalblieughout
every corner of the territory.

Again, Carcross — | know the new investments irirpar
ship to develop a new visitor centre in the comrnyuaf Car-
cross — just like the new visitor centre that wlas tesult of
the partnership with Champagne and Aishihik Firatibhs —
the new cultural centre that will be formally opgm June 1, as
I understand — tremendous, tremendous investmentthédo
Government of Yukon, coupled with the GovernmenCah-
ada and, of course, Champagne and Aishihik FirsibNs& and
many other First Nations, to be sure. These aresteditegic
investments.

When we talk about investments in support of owesse
travel, which the motion speaks to, there is thy fe&ct that we
put an almost $20-million investment into the exgan of the
Whitehorse International Airport terminal buildiagd also the
parking area and the expansion of the internatiovin —
very significant. It's unfortunate it's not sharbgd members of
the Opposition, but in order to facilitate the doonation of
international flights, these investments were regflii— they
needed to be done. | think they have been a sigmifiasset to
the Yukon and continue Yukon’s very important costizas
with airlines such as Condor and other airlines thay come
to the Yukon. The connections, again, are workirith vAir
North, Yukon’s airline, and making those connedidinrough
our southern counterparts of Calgary, Vancouver Bdishon-
ton to facilitate international access — all impwmit things in-
deed.

That's what this motion is all about: to promote tfiukon
at every opportunity and having the Premier therth \the
Minister of Tourism and Culture — coupled with irstity and
others — to participate in a trade mission oveEtmope is a
very good investment.

It's not about a holiday; it's not about a junkes the
member opposite referred. In fact it's a very snralestment
for a very large return.

I can tell you, having had experience on similadé& mis-
sions or similar visits overseas with industrys ibusy. Morn-
ing, noon and night, there is not a lot of time $beep, to be
sure, because between all the meetings with theltteade —
and those are the people who put the bums in thts & Con-
dor airline and Air North and others — and meetinith each
of the airlines, while we’re talking about thateth are all of
the events to facilitate — so taking advantageanfitig Yukon
Bay and having the name brand of Yukon at eveny airthe
Hanover Zoo, is significant. To be able to leverdgese op-
portunities is significant, and they make a hugfedince.
What better time to go than later this year wharfact, those
travel trade operators, the CANUSAs and the DERTOUR
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the world, will be actually looking to formalize @rtomplete
their packages for print, for distribution, in tufor next year’s
travel season.

So | strongly recommend this motion going forwadrdo
applaud the Premier for taking up this great itiitey working
in collaboration with industry, and taking everypoptunity to
leverage every dollar that we have available towavesting
in tourism and building on all that we have donkether it has
been the waterfront in Carcross or the Whitehoragesfront,
whether it has been in our parks — Tombstone Teiait Park,
whether it has investments in historic sites, itetive signage
throughout the territory or museums or culturaltoes— we
talked a little bit about that earlier in Quest®eriod.

It was this government that actually came througih &
program in support of operations of cultural centiewas this
government that has actually gone to work on depetpcul-
tural centres, in collaboration with First Natioovgrnments.
Again, it's this government that has gone to waerlkekpanding
our air access, where we have seen huge growthleaps and
bounds.

So | know my time is short. | know my time is upwént
to say thank you again to the Member for WatsoneL&d¢
putting this motion forward and to thank members tfweir
support of the motion, and accolades to the Prearidrto the
minister himself.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today in support of the mo-
tion. | would like to thank the Member for WatsoaKe for
bringing this motion forward to really address & keiority for
this government, and that is tourism.

| would say that the key objective of this trip tthee are
debating today is primarily about increasing awessn of
Yukon as a travel destination within European mtakewant
to acknowledge — as was just had articulated byMiréster
of Community Services, the former Minister of Taum and
Culture — some of the great work that has been dotiee last
decade to really get us to where we are today lamdatct that
we have since seen 10 years of successive growtieitour-
ism industry here in the Yukon.

We also want to ensure that we're strengtheningattie
ances with our key business partners that we havelaped in
Europe over the years. This is also the opportunitgreate or
foster new business alliances and business pantpsrsvith
this trip.

We also had mentioned that this trip would haveiran
vestment component to it. So this is also the dppdy to go
and meet with leaders in the European investmehisimny to
encourage business partnerships with companies ihetiee
Yukon, profile investment opportunities and realysentially
look for direct foreign investment to ensure thatny projects
that are being considered now have that opporttoibave the
capital required to put those projects forward arehte well-
paying jobs for Yukoners, both directly and indttgcas a
result of investment in one of our primary induesri

This really will be about promoting Yukon withinettiour-
ism industry. It is about building those relatioipsh | would

like to mention the relationship that this govermmever the
last decade, has fostered with Condor and alsoRwitta.

I think all Yukoners would be aware of those twosibu
nesses and the significant impact that they hawk ihathe
Yukon tourism industry. We are also, as | mentigriedking
at developing relationships. As a government, we glay a
very good role in terms of an introductory rolevesll to get
those relationships started and to facilitate thpootunity by
going there with local Yukon tourism businessebéip estab-
lish that initial contact between the different tes. We can
really play a catalyst role, | believe, by bringitige profile to
that market that says that the Premier of the Yukathere. |
think we’ll create more interest and opportunity féukon
businesses to have a greater chance to have moeetifae
with more businesses. As we know, approximatelyp8fent
of Yukon businesses benefit — get at least sontbef reve-
nue from the tourism industry, and that the touriedustry is
generating $200 million annually in the Yukon. Tkasignifi-
cant and results in many jobs and career oppoigsriior local
Yukon people.

In 2012, Yukon hosted approximately 34,000 overseas

visitors. Of course, that number continues to riskelieve it
was up approximately two percent over the previgaar.
Germany is, in fact, Yukon’s largest overseas ntarkepre-
senting approximately 26 percent of all our ovessésitors.

I mentioned Condor. | really do need to recognizat t
Whitehorse is the smallest city in North Americahwdirect
flights from Germany. Condor brought more than 8,0Bitors
to Yukon, contributing $8 million to $10 million t¥ukon’s
economy. My understanding is that there is goingea slight
increase in the number of flights next year, ad.Wénow that
when | go to meetings and | meet with my peers -e-dther
premiers in the country — they are certainly impegswhen |
tell them that we have direct flights from GermanyYukon
— to our small jurisdiction — when most of them #do&o it
certainly is a true accomplishment and a testariwetite com-
mitment that this government has had to growing fastering
the relationship with industry and building the iem busi-
ness.

Trade is certainly an important aspect of this missas
well. Quite simply, there are many parts of the ldidhat are
looking for access to goods and some of the mingoténtial
that we in fact hold today. We do acknowledge thatprice of
commodities is a function of supply and demand thede is a
good opportunity at this time to be able to go aud wave the
Yukon flag and talk about the opportunities. We Wrthat on
the mining side, the Fraser Institute has raisekoviis place in
terms of mining jurisdictions from 10 last year to eighth in
this current year.

What we also see in terms of promotion is the flaat we
have some very good selling features to presettteédanvest-
ment community. We have the resources; we havala sidite
of minerals that are available in high concentraioNe have a
government that is promoting policy for responsibt®nomic
development, and we also have certainty. We haviioty
through the assessment process, through the pegrtiocess,
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regulatory and inspection processes. There is la thgree of
certainty, which you cannot see in many placeséwtorld.

We also have a significant amount of infrastructuas
well, for example, our access to a year-round deggmwice-
free port in Skagway, Alaska or Stewart, Britishi@obia and
a connection of almost 5,000 kilometres of roadd #ie well-
maintained by the Minister of Highways and Publioks.

There is global competition for access to capitad part
of that responsibility that | would bring forward -and also
through the summer through the work of the MinistBEco-
nomic Development — is to unlock that potential andke
awareness of the opportunities that do exist inhkon for
foreign investment. We see this as a benefit oémifying our
portfolio, by working in many areas — certainlygetMinister
of Economic Development has been to Japan, Eurthe,
United States and China. | too have been to Chiaa look-
ing forward to this opportunity to continue to prot@ Yukon
as a strong place for long-term investment.

| certainly take into consideration the commentfrthe
Member for Klondike, who was really trying to takeedit for
the work that we have been doing on this sideeims of in-
vestment creation in the Yukon, but this is cetyagomething
that we have seen this government doing for mamyynyears
now.

| would look to mention the name of Dr. Jim Kenyen,
former Economic Development minister. His hard waiks
resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars beimyested —
direct foreign investment into the Yukon — whictshrasulted
in the creation of many Yukon jobs and benefits fiaainy
Yukoners.

Why are we doing this? | think one way to genevatalth
is to really grow the local market, and it's readly opportunity
to increase access to other markets by going anttit. On
this trip, we will focus on German-speaking Eurapel also on
the U.K, but I believe that, through this work, ysaw the
seeds of knowledge in the market in terms of tourigpportu-
nities.

Certainly, tourism is a very global industry, atid & very
competitive industry. We need to continue to mawmevard. If
you’re not moving forward, Mr. Speaker, you're muoyi
backward and we need to maintain our commitmenbtdginue
to attempt to grow our market share. We need tdimas to
promote our key markets. My dad says you go huntihgre
the ducks are, so we need to make sure that we twse ar-
eas where we know that we have strong market acteks
believe that the U.K. and Germany are marketsliaae been
proven to be successful for us, but we certainlyehd fully
tapped the tourism potential in those markets.

| also mentioned Fulda, which has invested milliais
dollars in the Yukon over the last few years. Thigeo compo-
nent of that is the market exposure that Yukon ge&sy year
back in Germany or German-speaking Europe, whichmis
measurable. Millions of people will watch those migethat get
televised in Europe that occur right here in thé&kdfy and you
couldn’t quantify what that would be worth in terroexpo-
sure for Yukon.

| think it's worthy of mentioning the investmentathis be-
ing made in the Hanover Zoo in the Yukon Bay anat the
Hanover Zoo does see approximately 1.5 millionteisi every
year. Those are people who go there and get adli¥ekon.
That does nothing but continue to support touriemyfukon. |
do know that our local Yukon Brewing does take tip@ortu-
nity at least a couple of times per year to stoskigply of lo-
cally grown Yukon beer that they have on displagt or sale
at Hanover Zoo. | think that’s also good for busie

The United Kingdom is Canada’s largest overseaketar
| believe that over 600,000 people come to Canaoia the
U.K. every year. It's our third-largest overseasrkeg with
over 4,500 visitors annually to Yukon. As | mengan | do
think that this is a market that will continue te able to grow
with some investment. | think that's one of thenmary reasons
for this mission to go forward — we have learnedrselves
and other jurisdictions, that when you have youicepolitical
leadership going on such missions — if it's a trasesion of
tourism or industry — it enhances the credibilifytioat trade
mission.

So, it really does show that the jurisdiction isneoitted to
what it is promoting by having senior leadershigoived in
that. It sends that message to our local tourissinesses and
to those people within other industries, such asntining in-
dustry, which are looking for promotion of theidumstry, but it
also sends a message to those people in thosdigtinas to
have the senior leadership come and really talkutalio It
really says to them that it is important. It's inifamt to not just
talk the talk but to walk the walk.

Again, | think we really need to recognize the @dible
job that has been done by this government in tiiedacade in
both sectors — investment in the mining industrg &m the
tourism industry. We believe that we can have bttht we
can have a strong, growing tourism industry andspansible
mining sector as well. Not everybody in this Legisle As-
sembly believes that, but we on this side of theid¢ofirmly
believe that.

We really expect and are encouraged by the inigal
sponse and by having a number of industry partitgpd an-
ticipate this will go out to all of those people avare interested
within the Tourism Industry Association of Yukonthink that
we will together be able to move forward as wellelheard
the question from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southe
Lakes, and | expect of course there will be sonficials as
well. 1 would expect some Tourism and Culture oéfis there,
perhaps in terms of economic investment opporesitand
some support from Economic Development and alsierims
of embassy and Foreign Affairs and Internationader Canada
— probably have some support, whether it's fromehartrav-
elling with us from the Executive Council Office.

We expect this trip to occur later this fall. Agaathoing
the comments from the Minister of Community Sersjceve
want to be there when these organizations in Eusspefor-
malizing their packages for the upcoming year. Ws® avant
to make sure that we're heading into the shouléasan for
our tourism businesses so that they do have a ettargo.
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We can't go in the middle of their season becatmse t
wouldn’'t make sense. They wouldn’'t have the opputyuto
go.

We certainly are meeting our goals of moving thekafu
forward together. This builds on those commitmehtst we
have — the pillars of our platform in terms of lliig a better
quality of life; ensuring that we continue whatewee do to
protect the environment; that we're applying goodernance;
and that we're really building a stronger, divaesif private
sector economy. This trade mission, Mr. Speakgpasts our
platform commitments around a stronger diversiffgiate
sector economy. It also meets our commitments imgeof
marketing Destination: Yukon.

| just want to also acknowledge the work of the istier of
Tourism and Culture and the hard work that he aseedHe
has been engaged extensively in marketing the Y.ukenwvas
in German-speaking Europe last year. He has beearterous
trade shows, conventions and events in the Unitate§ On-
tario and British Columbia. Of course, he was rédgeat
Northern Scene in Ottawa, which was showcasingtartialent
from across the north in our capital and showcaijngpt only
nationally, but also internationally as well.

I'd like to thank the Minister of Tourism and Culeuand
his department. I'd like to thank the Minister acddhomic De-
velopment and his department as well for the wdwytare
doing on the investment side. | would also likethank the
Member for Watson Lake for bringing this motionvi@rd.

One of the key attractants to Yukon is, of coucas,natu-
ral beauty and some our very quaint and beautdaoiraunities
throughout the Yukon. While they often are usedcsally
for their beauty, one of the other attractantdhat tYukon is a
remarkable film location.

Over the years, Yukon has had a number of fairghhi
budget film and video projects come to the Yukoradition-
ally we focused on the Hollywood and Canadian fih@ustry
for attracting investment and projects to the YyKaut | think
this mission may provide an opportunity for us ¥pand our
vision and broaden our viewscape of the film anghsoindus-
try to include the fairly robust film and video seein Europe.

| would expect that my department, the Departmédnt o

Economic Development, and the Film and Sound Cosions
which falls under the Department of Economic Depatent,
to provide a significant amount of material and @up to the
Department of Tourism, as well as the Premier, wililb be
leading the mission to Europe.

Some of the important information and products thet
have are developed in collaboration with the Naritélm and
Video Industry Association, better known as NFVIPFhose
include the documents that can be found
http://reelyukon.com/which includes a number of excellent
documents, including some picture compositions Hections
is probably the best way to put it: picture coliees — that
demonstrate the variety of filming opportunities Yukon.
They range from picturesque farms to large moustamd ex-

| was disappointed with the comments from the membepansive viewscapes, small quaint communities thathave

opposite, in terms of implying that this was a tali or a jun-
ket. | will not go any further than that. | thinket Minister of
Community Services articulated exactly how inteasthese
trips are and that they are from when you get uppénmorning
until you go to bed at night and | think, upon eetion, he’ll
maybe regret making those comments.

Thank you for the opportunity, and | also wanthartk the
members opposite for their intended support oftinigion.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
in support of this motion put forward by the Memlier Wat-
son Lake. I'd like to thank her for bringing thisotion to the
floor. | do agree that it's an excellent idea, &tigl one to
which | look forward to providing support, both fordustry
and my colleagues will be participating.

Obviously, this will have an important impact orr ¢éour-
ism industry, which is an important component of private-
sector economy here in the territory. The impaet thill be
felt will certainly be across the entire Yukon,taarism affects
the various parts of the Yukon in different ways.

Typically, when we discuss issues of tourism arettur-
ism industry, the focus is naturally put on the Bement of
Tourism and Culture, but | would like to highligfdme of the
ways | feel that the Department of Economic Develept
could lend to this mission and a few ways thatdl fithe De-
partment of Economic Development can provide supfmr
those companies going and those of my colleagueswilhbe
heading over to Europe as well.

here in the territory as well as some of the marstlimg hubs
like Whitehorse. The downtown area in Whitehorserig of
those — certainly a bustling metropolis at times.vwkell there
are communities like Keno and Dawson, which havaesgery
unigue looks to them, given the fact that they haueh a
unigue history. We've been so successful in présgrmany
of the heritage buildings in communities like Dawsfor in-
stance.

A lot of opportunities will be available to thosaoking to

It's a pleasure for me to rise today film here in the territory. In the case of thoseHuarope, it's

possible they may not have been aware of the oppitigs
here in Yukon. The significant degree to which we eon-
nected with Europe through things like the Condighfs and a
number of other ways really lends itself to furtdevelopment
of this particular relationship. | think that isigg to be one
that | will certainly encourage the Premier anddtédf, as well
as the Minister of Tourism and Culture, to consigéen dis-
cussing matters of tourism and attracting tourisaestment to
the territory.

This work, in my opinion, really builds on sometbé ex-
cellent work we have done to date in attractingegiment to
the territory. | have spoken significantly about own efforts
and the efforts of the Department of Economic Depeient to
attract investment to the territory. Sometimes @i primar-
ily on our mineral resources and our natural resesiindustry,
but we must be very certain not to forget aboutitgortance
of the diversity of our economy here in the Yukamluding
not only tourism but a number of other industrieg¢hose dis-
cussions as well.
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The reality of a northern still-somewhat-frontiaomy
like we have is that investment from outside of barders is
absolutely key to seeing projects go forward. Theludes the
mining sector but it also includes the tourism secin order
for significant projects in the tourism industry go forward,
they require investment and they require intereminfoutside
of our borders. So it's my hope that a mission tikie one will
be successful in generating that interest andctittigathat sort
of investment.

| did listen with interest to some of the commefitsm
some of our colleagues in this Legislature, pakdidy the
Member for Klondike, who seemed to suggest thatweee in
some way taking his advice on investment attractidmad to
take exception that because of the number of iratestate-
ments he had made about our investment attractitimitees
over the course of this legislative sitting — ofucge, not the
least of which was the inaccurate assertion thatweeen't
working with the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance or hessertion
that we should provide funding to them or supporthem. Of
course, we already do that. If the member had dusere-
search, he would have known that we already do 8mtvhen
it comes to advice from the Member for Klondikehink the
only thing | would rely on him for advice on is hdw misuse
first person plural pronouns when referring to s$iilsgular self
and all the members of his caucus.

| guess | should move on and circle back to thegiai
topic here, which is this trade mission. So, | khone of the
things that we need to remember in going on thisopgan
trade mission and investment attraction missichas we have
a diversity of industries here in the Yukon thatl vilienefit
greatly from attention and investment from Europe.

I've obviously mentioned the film and sound indysis
being one that | think the Department of Econom&v&op-
ment can provide some support to this mission amdutly
intend to work with both the Minister of TourismdaCulture
and the Premier to ensure that they are adequatepared in
that sense. Another one that | think is importamt ds to re-
member in this discussion is our relatively smait tery im-
portant manufacturing sector. One of the typicasaoincep-
tions about the north and particularly the Yukothist being so
remote and far away from the southern markets, wst mot be
able to have a manufacturing sector in the Yukahthat sim-
ply isn’t true. As we know, there are a number rfatlent
examples of Yukon-made goods here in the territbat are
surprising to some and certainly in need of recigmi | would
point to some excellent examples in the producteiigmment
field, including the RAB Northerm Windows which daeally
produced here in the Yukon.

They are manufactured at a factory in Whitehorsktave
the potential to be sold all around the world. Tgtly they are
only sold in Alaska and northern parts of Canadd,lthink
that the level of innovation that they have achieand the
significant savings that can be realized by ushesé types of
four-paned windows in other northern jurisdictiopsrhaps in
northern Europe, may be of interest to some ofdhingEurope
and | think that we shouldn’t forget about the ity of
export markets for our Yukon products as well.

In addition to that, as the Premier mentioned, &eehex-
cellent examples of locally made beer and alcohadipgcers in
the Yukon. The Yukon Brewing Company is an excellex
ample of a locally made product that is exporteouad the
country and out-of-country as well. As | think tReemier or
the Minister of Tourism and Culture mentioned esrliit is
sometimes sold at the Hanover Zoo in Germany, whitimk
is an excellent first step and something that we expand on
if there is a market for it in Europe.

| won't go on at too much length. | just wantedstry that
there are a few areas where my department candeevipport
and will certainly be involved. | look forward tdattsng down
with the Minister of Tourism and Culture and sigtidown with
the Premier to discuss how best to coordinate ghi ensure
that the Department of Economic Development is &blpro-
vide the necessary support and whatever additioastrials or
information that they may find useful when undeingkthis
particular mission.

That covers what | wanted to say, but the one pikatl
did want to add is that this is hopefully the ficft many of
these types of trips. Obviously we can’'t be doingnt once a
month or anything like that, but | think it's imgant to de-
velop these kinds of relationships. I've found timaty travels,
that investment attraction and developing relatigps in other
markets are very important. That's certainly theecen some of
the Asian markets where investors want to haveraesdat
personal relationship with someone in the area rbethey
make an investment. | think this could be appl@dourism as
well.

I would encourage this House to support initiatiliée
this and encourage my colleagues and governmentremd-
bers of the Legislature to support these typesepfssand make
sure that they aren’t one-offs, that they are péran overall
coordinated strategy that sees us do this a nuofliBnes over
the next couple of years as we have done succhsgiuthe
past.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, | would like to commethés
motion to the House and again thank the MLA for $dat
Lake for bringing this forward and for providingetispark for
this important discussion about investment attoactin the
tourism industry here in the territory, which ofucse plays
such an important role in our private sector ecopom

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm very pleased to rise today to
speak to Motion No. 466 brought forward by the Memfor
Watson Lake. As most know and have heard in thisisdp
tourism is near and dear to my heart as | did foatmany
years with my business.

Before | get started in this, | do want to comméma Min-
ister of Tourism and the past Minister of Tourison the work
the Tourism department has done over the years.Werked
with them in my past life and they do a wonderh jat pro-
moting — especially promoting in Europe — and llisehe-
lieve in this motion.

The Minister of Economic Development — some of the
opportunities in that shop and even going as fadasation —



May 15, 2013

HANSARD

2961

some of the things | have seen in education withesof our
local history being put into our schools.

It's important that our youth see that at an eadyg and
maybe that gives them the avenue to get into tHasimy of
tourism and start a business.

| just want to speak a little bit as to why we wabdbo this.
As a ranger and a guide, I've guided a lot of Eesoys. As a
ranger, | had a unit from Germany come over anchdpe
month in the wintertime and some of them came faeckivil-
ians. As a guide I've also guided a lot of Europseamo have
come to this neck of the woods — and why? It’s iscaver
untouched wilderness — world-class. I'm going teapto the
reasons why you would want to come over here foipa—
maybe world-class fishing and outdoor adventured, af
course, the luxury accommodation that we have ter.of
Yukon fishing, hiking, outdoor adventure, ATVs, dlife
watching and canoeing are just a few of the mantgamr
packages that are offered in the Kluane area. Bogleour
national park, the place you'll be staying at ie tferfect base
for many outdoor adventures and experiences, fisiminthe
Yukon at its best and enjoying an adventure thaesond to
none. We offer you luxury accommodations, gourmeglis
and, of course, first-class Yukon service.

You probably didn’t know that over in Europe, aé tbnd
of the last century, the great Klondike Gold Rushdm the
Yukon famous as a land of adventure. Miles of uated wil-
derness, majestic mountains, clear, clean wateaaich vari-
ety of animals and plant life wait to be discovebgdhe visitor
from Europe. Anyone who loves the outdoors will exence a
sense of awe at the sheer magnitude of the Yukantscape.
The land invites you to throw on a backpack, goaoguided
trip and wander among the mountain meadows of ieildrs
and discover and explore this untouched wilderness.

Just so you know, Air North and other airlines haedy
flights, non-stop to Vancouver, British Columbiaprh any-
where in the world. There are also weekly non-dligits di-
rectly from Frankfurt and Zurich right to WhitehersThe Min-
ister of Community Services spoke a little bit atoiat.

First of all, we would really like to thank you fbooking
your next fishing adventure with us. Your stay wikk at the
most scenic lodge in the Yukon, with service andlisi¢hat are
unique and unsurpassed. Although we are in a renmatlerly
location, we offer a lot of comfort. Your room iguepped with
private washrooms, including shower and bath. Giweniso-
lated setting, we produce our own power, 110 vdiisrope,
you are on 220, so you are going to need a convéfite have
our own satellite phone/fax, as well as high-spesdllite tele-
vision and, of course, for your enjoyment, a flibensed bar,
a large sundeck, a tennis court and many popularitas in
our games room. While you relax, we’ll even do yaumdry.

Why would you come? Your fishing adventure will ¢éak
you to more than 20 different bodies of water. Vée many
modes of transportation — jet boats, boats, foueelérs, ca-
noes, helicopters — to get you to your fishing spde have
outpost camps at different lakes and the most expesd
guides in the business to assist you — local Yukaides.

Thanks to our catch-and-release policy — exceptbmay
the fish that the shore lunch might provide for ywusome of
the smoked salmon you might want to take home — genu
expect a sensational fishing experience, but dobeobver-
whelmed or confused by the many choices you has/ejeawill
ensure that you are informed and orientated eagh Iflgou
don’t have time for all of them, you can always eolvack
again next year. Every evening, we sit with thestgiand help
customize their adventure for the following dayidler to pro-
vide the best opportunity for fun and success.

Just so you know, our time zone is the Pacific &ath
time zone, and the only thing that Canadian Custmqsires
is your valid passport. There is no requirementaioy special
vaccinations to come to this great place.

Our currency is the national currency, the Canadaitar,
and we do accept VISA, MasterCard or for your coneece,
cash.

Medical facilities: At any given time we have roadsa
health centre or a helicopter can be dispatched.

The weather conditions: The weather in the Canadian
north can be very unpredictable due to our vast nzn
ranges. Typically our summer months are dry anchwar up
to 90 degrees Fahrenheit — but it is possible yhatmay ex-
perience some cool, rainy or windy days. Therefdres im-
portant that you have good rain gear, a warm sweatteece,
warm socks, a parka, a hat or toque — a toque, hwisida-
mous in Canada — and some gloves as well as arfl-shorts
and sun protection. Always in the Yukon, layerirauy cloth-
ing will prepare you for the possible unpredictalleather
changes. In the fall, be prepared for cooler teatpees.

Your fishing licence: You're going to need a fisfiti-
cence and this licence costs $38 a year.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Ms. White, on a point of order.

Ms. White: In reference to Standing Order 19(d), per-
haps the member can refer to what document headimg
from so we can follow along.

Speaker: Is the member reading from a document?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: No, I'm reading my speech that
I've prepared.

| probably said this many times to a European ia way
or another. I'm just tying it in to what beauty \mave in the
Yukon. If the member opposite doesn’t want — soivir,
Speaker. May | continue?

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: There is no point of order, but the member
should try and make a bit of statement ahead o tinensure
that it will be tied together or just give me areadof how he’s
going to tie it together, please. Minister of Highyg and Pub-
lic Works.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: So tying this all together, |
guess what I've spoken to in the last few minutegsinto the
reason that this motion that has been put forwardhe floor
— “increasing awareness of Yukon as a travel dastin
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within European markets” — | just increased the r@mass of Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
the Yukon as a travel destination and that's whatwould do Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
for our European markets. With “strengthening alties with Ms. McLeod: Agree.
key business and government partners”, | was aitudh that Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
fact, taking into consideration that the governmbas$ rules Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
and regulations as does Canada Customs — you npadsa Mr. Hassard: Agree.
port, you need a fishing licence, okay — and tersgithen the Ms. Hanson: D’accord.
alliances that we follow the rules. Ms. Stick: Agree.
“Facilitating business-to-business partnerships”we- all Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.
have to get our equipment from somewhere, andsthaitsi- Ms. White: Agree.
nesses promoting other businesses within Yukonofilifrg Mr. Tredger: Agree.
investment opportunities within the Yukon” — bririgem, Mr. Barr: Agree.
they will come. Some may stay. | have many greentts in Mr. Silver: Agree.
the riding of Kluane who are from Europe and whmeaere, Mr. Elias: Agree.
bought businesses and provided good economy aervigesin Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

our community.

I’'m not going to speak much longer on this. Of aajrthe
only thing | wanted to get across is that, justyso know, the
stuff | was reading to you can also be providegdo in Ger-
man or French if you are looking somewhere on tierhet to
see what the Yukon has to offer.

In closing, we've seen in the past few years thatdcon-
omy of Europe hasn’t been as strong as it always ®at, you
know what, Mr. Speaker? This is why | support ttdarism
trade and investment mission to Europe. My fellmNleagues
have spoken to the Minister of Tourism and Cultarel to
some of the great things that Tourism is doing. Phemier has
spoken. The Minister of Community Services, whodusebe
our Tourism minister, has spoken about a lot of gneat
things. I'm a firm believer that we need to prometkat we
have and we need to be proud of what we havenkfttiiat’s
about all | have to say.

Speaker:
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod:
took the opportunity to commend this motion for sideration
by the members of this Legislature. | think thisaiseally im-
portant trip in order for us to broaden our marlkats expand
our existing ones. | want to thank the Premiertéding this
on. Some may think it's easy to run off to Eurolpet, it really
isn't.

So thank you and | look forward to support.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 466 agreed to

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
as | indicated to House leaders early this aftemnaothe inter-
est of getting into government debate on the busigeber, the
government would be prepared to set aside debatdation
No. 473.

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Unanimous consent re deferring debate on Motion
No. 473 and proceeding with government business

Hon. Mr. Cathers: My understanding is that, because
the motion was called yesterday under the Stan@mdgers,

If the member now speaks, she will closethat requires me to request unanimous agreemehedfiouse

to stand aside debate on Motion No. 473 and proteembv-
ernment business, which would be Bill No. Hst Appro-

| want to thank all the members who priation Act, 2013-14French Language Services Directorate.

So accordingly, | request that consent.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has re-
quested unanimous consent to forego Motion No.a&#8pro-
ceed with further reading on Bill No. 10. Is themreanimous
consent?

All Hon. Members:

Speaker:

Agreed.
Unanimous consent has been granted.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into i@Gittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chaitltenéiouse
resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order. The matter before the Cotteniis
Vote 27, French Language Services Directorate,ilif\®. 10,
First Appropriation Act, 2013-14.

Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Bill No. 10: First Appropriation Act, 2013-14 —
continued

Chair:
Vote 27, French Language Services Directorate,ilif\®. 10,
First Appropriation Act, 2013-14

French Language Services Directorate

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I am honoured to introduce for the
first time the French Language Services Directobatdget for
2013-14. As you know, the Yukon government has ridge
established the French Language Services Direetas@ dis-
tinct budget vote. Hence, the minister respondiialehe direc-
torate now has full responsibility for the budgkatt we are
speaking to this afternoon.

The French Language Services Directorate budget for

casts an operation and maintenance spending ofr§itién in

support of the directorate’s operations and Fresmivice de-
livery in various departments. Capital spendingd®,000 will
provide for computer replacement, translation safewand
system development.

As in previous years, Canadian Heritage of the @ove
ment of Canada will provide funding to Yukon aseaavery,
pursuant to the Canada-Yukon Agreement on Frenolguage
Services. This amount is forecast to be $1.75 onilfior this
fiscal year. The proposed budget will enable thenEh Lan-
guage Services Directorate to continue to supdbrgcvern-
ment departments and corporations by providingstedion,
revision and French Web coordination services -6 alovid-
ing policy advice, funding for department servidgasFrench
and liaison with the francophone community.

according to the.anguages ActThe development of a corpo-
rate plan for the delivery of French Language Sewiwill also
identify ways to enhance capacity to offer Fren@nduage
Services at key service points.

The budget also includes $204,000 to introducedsmtigter
three pilot projects to strengthen French Languagevices in
the Health and Social Services sector. This indudéull-time
employee to coordinate the projects. The threet pifojects
specifically identified as priorities by the Frencbhmmunity
are: to provide an active offer of French servigeglement
interpretation services, and development an impiteatien
plan for designated bilingual positions in the keand social
services sector to be in place by next fiscal year.

Pilot projects will be tested at key service pointthin the
Yukon government’s departments and support imprevesto
services to the francophone community. A budgetcalion of
$33,000 has been identified for the active offdotpproject.

The matter before Committee of the Whole isThe gpjectives of this program are to foster arapizational

culture that supports the delivery of French sa&sjcestab-
lishes minimum standards for services in ordemntprove con-
sistency, and to test the various active offersdor efficacy
and efficiency.

For the French interpretation pilot project, theoammt of
$49,000 has been included in this budget. Agairreneoking
at four types of interpretation, which will be tedtunder this
particular pilot project, inclusive of professioriaterpretation
by phone, on-demand services, video and simultangansla-
tion services and in-person services by voluntdéergoal in-
terpreters.

There will also be a formal evaluation of all pilmtojects
as they progress, as well as specific performarezsares and
indicators, and a budget amount of $25,000 has hkecated
for this work.

The budget for translations services has been asere
commencing in this fiscal year. Again, this is &flect the
growing demands on the service. Other ongoing asas re-
flected in this budget include $15,000 for longatedisability
costs and $78,000 to cover the lease costs foditleetorate
space. This allocation now represents the full obghe office
space and includes $61,000 transferred from Higbwayd
Public Works, supplemented with a new allocatio$bf,000.

These are just simply some brief comments thatligigh
the key features of the expenditure and the agtipian for
2013-14. The recent changes in governance at #mchkrLan-
guage Services Directorate and the program imprewesn

The 2013-14 budget represents an overall incredse ¢hentioned previously reiterate our commitment torkivg

$502,000 from last fiscal year’s budget. The insees largely
due to four main items including: the developmeié @orpo-
rate, four-year plan on French Language Serviceg-tione
funding for the implementation of three pilot prdfe to im-
prove the French Language Services delivery; tiveldpment
of an evaluation framework; and, funding to suppamt in-
crease in translation services.

For the development of a corporate four-year plan
French Language Services, $85,000 has been altbcatgs
planning confirms again our government’s commitmént
work closely with the francophone community to migetpri-
orities. The plan will establish principles for giee delivery

with French-speaking Yukoners to improve governmsst-
vices.

As | mentioned earlier today in today’s tribute130marks
the 28" anniversary of the Yukohanguages Acand as such
the Yukon government is pleased to have embarkexh @p
strengthened relationship with the French commutitis fit-
ting that our partnership focuses on developingeenstrategic

0 approach to the delivery of French language seswithin the

Yukon government in the years to come.
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Madam Chair, this concludes my comments and | icdyta
look forward to answering all questions any of thembers
may have on this particular budget.

Ms. White:
prendre cette occasion pour remercier la Minidealirecteur
et le personnel de la Direction des services arc&ia ainsi que
le département du Ministére du Conseil exécutifrgeuravail
de planification pour I'année a venir.

Pour la premiére fois depuis longtemps, je croie tp
Direction des services en frangais recoit enfinttéiation
méritée.

En déplacant la Direction des profondeurs de lai¥at
des Travaux publics, le gouvernement démontre eufie
ouverture a travailler avec notre communauté frehoae.

La session d'information budgétaire de cette anfétéd
intéressante par sa nouveauté. Pour la premiesed&puis de
nombreuses années, le gouvernement Territorialsiitveon
propre argent dans le développement de programme.

Il est inspirant de savoir que 3 projets-pilotesnuiront
place a I'hépital cet automne pour rendre des sesviplus
accessibles a la communauté francophone.

[Member spoke in French. Text unavailable.]

I'd like to take the opportunity to thank the mieis the
director and the staff of the French Language $esvDirec-
torate as well as the Executive Council Office ftbe hard
work that has been done in planning for this figeadr. For the
first time in many years, | believe that the Frenegnguage
Services Directorate is getting the attention thdeserves. By
removing it from the depths of Highways and Publorks,
government is showing leadership and an opennesgotk
with our francophone community.

The budget briefing | received this year was réfieg in
its newness. For the first time in many years — amngnt as
far back as 2005 — the territorial government igesting its
own money in program development. To know that Welve
three pilot programs at the hospital this fall, imakservices
more available for the French community, is insmriLearn-
ing that both a department-wide language plan disase cor-
porate plan is being developed to guide the fuairkanguage
service availability in the territory is fantastiKknowing that
with these developments, the hope is to increas&ibations
from Canada by 100 percent and means that the Ywibbe
able to become a leader in our bilingual country.

So with that, | will leave it to the minister tolltes about
anything she may have missed in her opening comsresmd
just thank you so much for the change. This isgathing for
the francophone community. On this day, la Jourdéela
Francophonie, this is a reason to celebrate. |lealVe it to the
minister.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, | want to thank the
member opposite for her remarks. | want to thankfaeher
recognition of the hard work at the directorateisTik indeed a
new approach and it is perhaps a step outsidedkehut it is
one that is well overdue. It just makes sense tdkwdth the
francophone community to do what we can do in teofnsn-
hancing the delivery of French language services.

| just want to thank the directorate as well far léader-
ship. | think that with these changes we will ciiabe able to
come up with a framework that is responsive, tBatsable,

Merci, Madame la Présidente. J'aimeraisthat is practical and will in fact make a differerio the lives of

many francophone citizens of the territory. It va#irtainly go a
long way in meeting our obligations under ttenguages Act

That said, | could go into specific elements ofteat the
pilot projects there. Of course, when we annourtbediat the
francophone centre not long ago — it was actu#léy énd of
March — it was really a large step. Of course, falit— last
November at the annual general meeting of I'AFYhal the
opportunity to talk a bit about where we were hegdi just
want to thank the staff, the board and the exeeutivector of
I'’AFY, as well, for wanting to work with the Yukogovern-
ment and coming up with some agreed-upon stepd thatk
are meaningful and will certainly go a long way.

It's going to be a very interesting next few montA%e do
have a policy person who has just been hired.

Of course, we're still undertaking the process ioing a
contractor who will help lead the discussions inm of for-
mulating a corporate plan. But | do think it is &y and, with
the changes here in the governance structure dfitbetorate,
it is a new day and we certainly look forward tattouing to
work with the community from here on out.

Again, | just want to thank the member opposite Her
comments and for her praise of the directorate\arg much
appreciate hearing those words.

Chair: Does any other member wish to be heard?

We're going to proceed then, line by line.

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Wholéetem alll
lines in Vote 27, French Language Services Direter
cleared or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 27,
French Language Services Directorate, cleared or
carried

Chair: Ms. White has requested the unanimous con-
sent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines/ote 27,
French Language Services Directorate, cleared pieda as
required. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $2,516,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $10,000
agreed to

Total Expenditures in the amount of $2,526,000 agreed
to

French Language Services Directorate agreed to

Chair: We will move on now to Vote 55, Department
of Highways and Public Works.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
officials, please?

Mat | have 10 minutes to get my
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Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der. We are going to resume debate in Vote 55, Dapat of
Highways and Public Works.

Department of Highways and Public Works —contin-
ued

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: My officials will be along
shortly, but | understand | have a few minutes fiefin the last
response. | do have an update for the Member fap&delt
South, who asked the question about the safety geamant
system. I'll give her a complete update on that araybe her
motion can then be just pulled off the Order Paper.

In relation to the safety management system aaittport,
our focus over the past five years has been gettilggn going
to call it the SMS now — the SMS designed and fiomet to
the standard demanded by Transport Canada. This @@
into force — the start of it — in 2008-09, and énee into force
at all airports in Canada. Let me reassure the reesriipposite
that our airports are completely safe, and we'ilefstlowing
Transport Canada rules. This is just something that Trans-
port Canada came up with.

The SMS is designed and functional to the standizd
manded by Transport Canada. We have been operasioca
June 2012, when Transport Canada certified ourtioand
final phase of implementation. The first phase waspleted
March 31, 2009; the second phase was completed hvizitc
2010; the third phase was completed March 31, 284d what
will be completed March 31, 2012 will be the foughase. It
will be approved on June 22, 2012.

| have two core documents that | will be forwardioghe
member opposite, which is a complete SMS. It'slffaiom-
plex, so there’s a bit of reading.

The regulations for airport SMS came into force2008-
09 and, since that time, airports have been gridimtoduc-
ing SMS to their operations, as have all otheraatgpand ju-
risdictions in Canada — building the various eletaento the
operation’s implementation that involves a progressievel-
opment and a phased-in approach. Smaller airp&esNhite-
horse were given an exemption by Transport Canadéesy
provided them with a little additional time to colefe the four
phases.

Transport Canada has approved the airport’s fioatth
phase. During the back-and-forth process with tbetrol
document, regular Transport Canada inspections atélde-
ing conducted on a regular basis, like every odigyort. I'll
say that again for the members opposite: duringodek-and-
forth process of creating the SMS, regular Trans@amada
inspections were still being conducted. Schedulésl \#sits
were conducted at the end of each phase so thecpldd be
validated.

| want to welcome the officials and thank them.

| just wanted to get across something that disapedime
a little bit — we have great employees who workwat airports
and they put a lot of time and effort into thestesamanage-
ment systems, as do our highways crews with tlegiular tail-
gate meetings, and the safety that we have wittérotganiza-
tion at Highways and Public Works — whether it he Brop-
erty Management people who are on jobsites fixisgheool or
something else.

It was a bit disappointing that members oppositesvask-
ing about our safety audits, but also questionireg dualifica-
tions of our employees. As the Minister of Highwaysl Pub-
lic Works, | and my fellow colleagues definitely derstand
that no political member has business in the perslossues of
our employees. | was a little bit disappointedhatt

I will be forwarding to the member opposite — th#i-O
cial Opposition — those court documents | spokeatal they
can go through them and, if there is still a la€kunderstand-
ing — if you would like to know more about it, maylall the
members of the Opposition — we could organize arteal
briefing, but | want to get it across plain as day’'m getting a
little long in the tooth here — that we're proudafr employ-
ees and how safe that our airports are.

That's one of the things that | had an update oe'r&\ktill
working on some of the other stuff that | committedyet back
to, so | look to more questions and hopefully othmmbers
have questions also today.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to start out by saying that
I have not been critical of the employees of th@d@tnent of
Highways and Public Works. | have not questionethis Leg-
islative Assembly the qualifications of the empleyeof the
Department of Highways and Public Works. The maeariss
misrepresenting what | said if he is making thakaton in this
House.

| am disappointed —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Member for Copperbelt
South just stood up and accused the Minister ohiays and
Public Works of misrepresentation, which | beliéseontrary
to Standing Order 19(h).

Chair’s ruling

Chair: Thank you. At this time, | will say that there is
no point of order, but I'll probably want to reviethie Blues
and have a look at the exact wording. In the mesanti would
ask members to be careful of their language.

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like to encourage the minis-
ter to reflect the facts accurately in this Assepdoid | would
repeat that | have not been critical of employdethe® Depart-
ment of Highways and Public Works. | may be critichthe
minister if he fails to have the knowledge thatrkquires in
order to answer the questions that | have for him.

Now, the minister provided some information related
the phasing in of the safety management systemeeen2009
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and 2012 and has indicated he’ll be sending soneceirdents
over, so I'll look forward to a chance to revievose.

| do want to ask the minister if he can assureHbese
that all airport employees are aware of the safepagement
system requirements and | would also like to ask, fais | have
previously put on the record, to report back withtHer infor-
mation on the documents, the manuals and the mesd®r
implementing the safety management system acrbaseals at
the airport.

The minister indicated he didn’'t have any furthgorma-
tion to read into the record. There were a numlbeuestions
that 1 had asked him when we had a few minutesegirb
Highways and Public Works debate on May 13 relatethe
numbers of full-time equivalencies, the communumadi
budget, questions on the YACA agreements with Nedtons.

He's indicating he’ll have that later and doesravé it
now. | see the minister is nodding his head, swk lforward to
getting that information. It would be helpful toveait today.
Some of these requests had also been made ati¢fiadyrbut
I'll look forward to a time when he does have thiormation.

Related to the airport operations, | would like thimister
to indicate whether he is aware and has directedidpartment
to meet the Transport Canada standards and moveglithee
path indicator. That's something we have discussedhis
House. | would like to also ask the minister tovyide informa-
tion on how much equipment the Yukon government fhas
chased with the airports capital assistance programad pre-
viously put on record to the minister that | wantedknow
what equipment — and the age of the equipment —they
have at the airport for runway maintenance, antdeifcould
bring that information back, that would be good.

| would also like to know whether the minister lia®cted
his officials to apply to the airports capital atahce program
to purchase new, modern, Canadian-made and pulpolse-
snow-clearing equipment. If the minister could cdmaek with
that information, that would be helpful.

I've also requested that the minister let us knoletlier
he has directed his department to do upgradesstedgbondary
runway at Whitehorse airport soon. | understand tie main
runway is scheduled for a resurfacing in 2015. Lilddike to
know if the funds for that are identified in thentpterm capital
plans and | would like to know what direction theister has
given to his department in relation to those qoesti | think
that before | move on to other subjects, | willgithe minister
an opportunity to respond to those questions.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The question referenced the
glide path indicator. If there were a problem vitile glide path
indicator, we wouldn’t have an open runway; ther@d prob-
lem with the glide path indicator in its presergdtion.

When it comes to our equipment, we apply to the RCA
fund all the time. Actually, we have been applysigce the
inception of this program, and we received $250,8@0a
sweeper that we got last year. So | think it's agpam that a
lot of airports apply for, and | know that we patfor it on a
regular basis as much as we can.

When it comes to the pavement, we have a pavemamt m
agement system for the runways. The primary rurmvesgts all

the requirements, so it's not due for repaving lud®i15, but
it's in the long-term plan. The secondary runwayre/éooking
at doing within the next two years. Those will aesw couple
more questions from the member.

Ms. Moorcroft: The department is responsible for in-
formation and communications technology. One of déheas
that | asked about at the departmental briefing thascost of
911 services on the cellphone network, as wellhascbst of
the 911 services on the Northwestel land line.

In the information and communications technologgidmet,
there is a cell subsidy payment of $144,000, wihehofficials
indicated was for subsidizing the provision of pbbine service
in the rural communities. Can the minister answerduestion
as to what the cost of the 911 services are?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: When it comes to the 911 ser-
vice — that is something that has been addressth@ncome
to our attention. We are looking at that right n@o. when we
find out what the costs are going to be on thatll wet back to
the member opposite. If the member opposite coskdnae the
guestion again on the $144,000 — | missed that ts &f
questions flying here.

Ms. Moorcroft:
question at the briefing.

| was just referring to it to give the minister tbentext of
how we came to be discussing costs of 911 services.

Can the minister tell us what the total increasaci®ss the
Department of Highways and Public Works for the aerde-
ments to the long-term disability leave benefits? we were
going through the briefing on the budget itemsmiany of the
line items there were indications of certain ameuh&t were
for long-term disability leave, and I'd like to kwowhat that
total increase is for the enhancements to the teng-disabil-
ity leave across the entire department.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: For the member opposite, that's
broken down by each division in each departmentwedl
have to get back to her with the total sum amount.

Ms. Moorcroft: There was one other question that |
had related to Information and Communications. Houch is
the phone bill for the Department of Highways anablR
Works? Is that captured in the Communications brarnd
how much is it? I'm interested in knowing what tio¢al costs
of telephone services and payments to Northwestefa the
Yukon government, so if the minister is able toyie that
information, if he could just let me know.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I will commit to get back to the
member opposite on that. That would be somethingerttoat
would come out when we go through it line by line.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'll turn to Property Management
next. The statistics indicate that there are 71dimgs leased.
I've had questions for the minister previously tethto im-
provements for accessibility in the buildings tlia¢ govern-
ment leases for workspaces, and officials saichathtriefing
that Highways and Public Works was putting a resmuint in
place for accessibility.

I'd like to know how many leases will be renewedsth
year, and I'd also ask the minister, if he canletous know if
any leases — and, if so, how many leases — have e

That's fine. | had an answer to that
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newed where there have been improvements made ke ma
building accessible.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The exact numbers — I'll get
back to the member opposite. When it does comaitdaaili-
ties — at Management Board today, | just signesbad — the
guestion that’s always asked and always put iretfrem us is:
Is it wheelchair accessible, and does it meet éwglirements
and standards that we have? All new leases thatigremeet
that.

The one today has an elevator. It has been an degra
building. | think the industry itself — the peopho are in the
business of leasing to government, and that's aflepace —
are looking to that direction, because that'’s tireation that
we’ve given to the department — that the departngess on
— when we do put out our leases — that we needte lthe
accessibility and stuff like that. So as a new éeesmes up,
those requirements are there. When we get intolehse
agreement, then that's something that comes forvead |
bring that back to Management Board.

Ms. Moorcroft:
of $700,000 for the Old Crow winter road, and | sest there
is a transfer payment to the Vuntut Gwitchin Fixgttion for
$700,000.

We have seen warmer winters in the Yukon. Thetlas
that a winter road was constructed to Old Crow, dbeern-
ment was paying very close attention to daily terapees
toward the end of March, hoping to get a few magsdwhen
the road could be used. | would like to ask theistén how the
department has addressed the issue of timing arthiplg in
relation to the winter road, and if he can expldie approach
to the construction. | understand that the tranpfgrment to
the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation relates to the tfaloat the
road covers three separate areas of settlemens.|®ethaps
the minister can elaborate on plans for the OldwCvanter
road.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The $700,000 is a contribution
agreement to the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation.

But this is their project; it's not a Highways amdiblic
Works project. It's a contribution. We understahé remote-
ness of Old Crow and how important a road is fer Member
for Vuntut Gwitchin, as does our department. Pringda road
to Old Crow works quite well with the fact that Wwave a lot of
infrastructure that we maintain and manage up therm be-
ing able to take new equipment in and new equipraghtAlso
for private industry — the Energy Corporation; libee there
are some crushing units up there owned by a crggtompany
— to be able to have access back and forth. We baperts
within the department who are always willing andeab help,
but when we first discussed this project with theme of the
big things that we worked on was a time frame, thke mem-
ber opposite asked. They call it “global warmingit b could
have shown you “not global warming” this winter whiewas
on my snowmobile; it's pretty cold. Also, it wasetly “global
warming” when we were the hottest place in Candadheabe-
ginning of February when it was plus 11 in Hainesclion.

Back to staying on topic here, working with the Yutn
Gwitchin and the cost of the road and the costhefrhainte-

nance of the road — the longer the road is open,ntbre it
costs to maintain and the more we have to pay. #ve h con-
tribution agreement with them that will definitedpell out the
roles of government and roles of the Vuntut Gwitchi

There have been a lot of winter roads built sirfee gtate
of the Diavik mine and some of the diamond minegha
north. A lot more winter roadwork has been donel anlot
more knowledge has been learned from that. Theeegsod
base to capture knowledge from. We're hoping arelyipg
that we're going to get a regular winter, and | élops most
others do, that this project goes forward. We’llthere along-
side them, but we’ll have an agreement in place spells out
the roles. It is their project, but we're therehtelp if we have
to.

Ms. Moorcroft: Another transportation question for
the minister — the budget statistics indicate thate are 1,156
snow machine and ATV registrations for the previdigsal
year and anticipated for the 2013-14 budget year.

Does the minister have any idea how many snow mashi

The budget includes an expenditureand ATVs may be sold that are not registered?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I know that we do track — for
the member opposite’s information — stuff that égjistered,
but | don't know that we track things that are wistered.
That's a little difficult.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to ask the minister some
questions related to the off-road vehicles. The&eCommit-
tee on the Safe Operation and Use of Off-road \fesisubmit-
ted its report in March of 2011, and we're now iayvbf 2013.
The committee made 14 recommendations, and sevettzbse
fall under the purview of the Minister of Highwagad Public
Works. In particular, there are recommendationsttiere be a
consistency throughout all legislation and regolagi govern-
ing the use of off-road vehicles in the territory semething
the minister would need to take note of. Thererabemmen-
dations, as well, related to extensive advertisimgl educa-
tional campaigns about the existing restrictions affiroad
vehicle use, as well as the penalties and meaesfofcement.

There were recommendations relating to amendments t
the Motor Vehicles Acgoverning the on-road use of off-road
vehicles. So I'd like to ask the minister if he gqamovide a bit
of an update on that. The recommendations speoifice Mo-
tor Vehicles Actvould be the ones that say that, as it pertains to
on-road use of off-road vehicles, the provisionsl aurrent
policy regarding the operation and registrationadifterrain
vehicles be given the force of law and enshrinekgislation.
There is also a recommendation about off-road Vehibeing
subject to registration and liability insurance ameduirement
that operators hold a class 5 driver’s licencet, tha definition
of “highway” in the Motor Vehicles Acbe clarified and that
the terms “on-road” and “off-road” be clearly defthin the
act.

The select committee report also addresses a cafple
very important concerns that | think many of usrehd@he is-
sues of age requirements, underage riders, adp#rgsion
and age versus the size of machine, should be ssistién leg-
islation. The government should consider how ofhésdic-
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tions have approached those issues in determihmdpest ap-
proach for the Yukon.

the Motor Vehicles Actl’d like to ask the minister if he could
provide a little more information about what hisuplis for up-

There has also been much discussion in this Assembbating theMotor Vehicles ActWhat timeline does the minister

about whether or not helmet use would be mandatdrgn
operating snow machines or off-road vehicles on rtheed. |
know there was not a consensus for off-road usesdme of
these, | believe, have been captured in amendmniéthe. min-
ister could go through that and indicate what istanding and
when he plans to address it. Yukon is the lastgliction in
Canada without legislation specifically governihg operation
and use of off-road vehicles. Perhaps if the manistan just
check off amendments that have already been maateywbuld
be great. We will all know where we stand — antief could
indicate when he plans to bring forward to this iskgure
amendments that have not yet been considered, Idvempre-
ciate hearing that.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: First of all, I just want to get
across to members opposite that ATVs do demandecesp
There are safety concerns and appropriate supamvésid pro-
tective equipment and everything else that goasgaldth it.

Now with the department, what | wanted to get axrios
the member opposite — we hear a lot from the mesnbgpo-
site about legislation, asking when legislationl wié coming
forward. There’s only so much legislative time loattour staff
has. We've been working since the select commitisesoon
as the 14 recommendations related to the safetheofenvi-
ronment, protection including helmets, licence, cadion, re-
stricting access, all the departments — including Depart-
ment of Highways and Public Works — have been loglat
legislation and seeing what needs to be changed.

One thing to remember regarding thietor Vehicles Act
the member opposite spoke to: that is somethingweawvant
to bring forward and have those changes made, ihtthe
Motor Vehicles Acthere is more to th&lotor Vehicles Act
than just ATVs. It's an older act and there areotadf other
outstanding things within that legislation that dee be up-
dated, such as fines for speeding in a construamre. You
know, technology has changed. There are a lot daigs that
need to be done on that, so that's something lieati¢partment
is working on. On a regular basis | get an updat¢hat, as do
my fellow colleagues.

It is a work in progress. Legislation is somethihgt does
take time, and when we go to look at the legistattbere were
recommendations made. | know the Member for Lakeekge
was on that and the decreased member from the N&Pow
that too.

We're going to have to look at it. It will have to back
out again for consultation, like everything elsattive do on
this side of the House. I'm looking forward. I'm @anada
Safety Council-certified ATV instructor, and I'venstructed
youth in different things over the years. | undanst and know
all the different jurisdictions and regulations ttheere part of
being an instructor at that course. We need tagéd date like
the rest of the jurisdictions so that is somethiregare working
on.

Ms. Moorcroft:
regular update from his officials regarding work opdating

The minister indicated that he gets a

have? How many areas are being addressed? Doesvbeah
idea of when he might be able to take forward ail@alsub-

mission to make some of these changes? We knowhibatff-

road vehicle report has been in the governmentsifidor a
little over two years now. If the department hasrbenonitor-
ing on an ongoing basis where other amendments tntigh
needed, have these changes gone yet to the Depaitigus-
tice or is the minister’'s department still compijia list? What
is his plan on this project?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That's a bit of a Cabinet proc-
ess. But what | will speak to is the fact that weioping to get
it on the legislative slate for 2014. When the memdisked the
guestion, she talked about designation of a highwhgse are
all things we need to look at. She started off withat all the
way down the line. Our department officials willolo at that
and, yes, they go back and forth with Justice aitd some of
the other departments to make sure we’re not oweirlg ex-
isting legislation we have somewhere else. I'litjgay it's a
work in progress and that we are working on it.

Ms. Moorcroft: All departments must comply with
the Financial Administration Manualto satisfy the general
requirements of thEinancial Administration Act

Some of the elements of the financial planning budg-
etary control that | would like the minister to aess relate to
financial reports, performance indicators and cahpnsive
budget reviews.

In chapter 2 of theFinancial Administration Manual
which is financial planning and budgetary contibktates that
a method of measuring results is to develop peroca indi-
cators, which are targets or standards, and contparactual
performance to these targets or standards. I'd tikask the
minister: What performance indicators has the depamt de-
veloped and used to comply with the budgetary cbnte-
quirements set out in tHenancial Administration Manuaand
the Financial Administration A@ Measuring performance —
the results that are achieved — is a key compookaty ac-
countability structure, and the ongoing responisybibf indi-
vidual departments, and the Department of Finafmethat
matter, is to develop performance indicators argl them to
measure performance. So what performance indicatsshe
department developed and used?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. Performance evaluation and auditsne-af the
first things | learned with my new job was the AtodiGen-
eral’s report in 2008. What | did learn is aboug improve-
ments and great strides that the department has.takithin
each department, we put a budget forward every. yearde-
bated in the House. We have audits for certainggtsj The
Auditor General picks different projects. But I'nctaally
pleased to say that we have done a wonderful jabirwihe
department. There are a lot of things. We work hardand
with other jurisdictions.

The last time the Auditor General was up here, daegis
a thumbs-up and he noticed the improvements tleatépart-
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ment has made on how they budget and how we goafdrw Chair, Yukon Hospital Corporation Board of Trustée$oug
The example earlier asked about leases. The AuGianeral Graham, Minister of Health and Social Services (f@am)
didn't like our three-year leases so we're sigrfiing- and 10-
year leases with accessibility issues addressedhangs like
that.
Every year we strive to build on a bit of a strdognda-
tion, | guess you could call it, to improve ouremtal proc-
esses. We've got our connections program, which great
program that allows for new initiatives and ideasf some of
our employees — not just management, but any ereplagan
come forward. With this department and all othegpadtments
there are ongoing audits. We've heard about auatit the
members opposite have criticized things that haraecout in
audits and we spoke to those before — | can angwet way.
Seeing the time, | move that the Chair report pEegr
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Istchenko that the
Chair report progress.
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cotte®i
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 10, entitldeirst Appropriation Act,
2013-14 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
Thursday.

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.
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