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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, April 11, 2016 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.
Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker: We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.
TRIBUTES

In remembrance of the Battle of Vimy Ridge

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Canada’s victory at Vimy Ridge. The Battle of
Vimy Ridge took place on April 9 to 12, 1917. Today, across
our great country, flags are at half-mast to honour the 99"
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge. Today is a day to
recognize all of Canada’s First World War veterans for their
significant contribution, their courage and their sacrifice.

Although Canada came together as a Confederation in
1867, many look to the battle for Vimy Ridge — some 50
years later, and an ocean-removed from our country — as the
moment when Canada truly became a country.

The battle for Vimy Ridge, which began on April 9, is the
moment where Canadian bravery and valour led to the
tremendous victory for the entire Allied force and is
considered by many as the turning point to World War |I. By
succeeding where the British and the French had failed and by
succeeding despite terrible, terrible losses, Canadian troops
established themselves in this battle as principled, innovative
and professional warriors in their own right. Because of their
sacrifice, Canada was recognized as a legitimate country in
our own right. Canada’s successes were due to a combination
of factors like dedication, leadership, preparation, innovation,
determination and individual valour. Together they
demonstrate that Canada was a fully capable, competent
country.

Men from all regions of Canada, including Yukon, were
present for this battle. It’s amazing to think that more than 600
Yukoners from such a small population rallied to the cause —
left their families, their homes here in the territory, many to
never return again. More than 100 Yukoners lie buried in the
graveyards of France. They volunteered and they faced death
because of their dedication to the fundamental rights and
freedoms that Canadians hold dear.

Due to the leadership of the Canadian Corps commander,
Sir Julian Byng, and Sir Arthur Currie, the commander of the
First Canadian Division, Vimy marked the first time all four
Canadian divisions attacked together. Canada was prepared.
We had access to over 1,000 artillery pieces and a seemingly
limitless supply of reliable ammunition. Trusting that the
artillery shells wouldn’t fall short, the commanders were able
to plan on the infantry following them. Canada demonstrated
our innovation by the use of a new technology like exploding-

on-contact fuses for their artillery shells and through new
tactics like coordinating and infantry tack with creeping
artillery  barrage. Individual Canadians distinguished
themselves through acts of gallantry and bravery. The stories
of Canadians singlehandedly, with bayonets fixed, charging
machine gun nests like the one on Hill 145 where the Vimy
monument now stands, resonated across the world.

By reading the individual stories, we can appreciate the
heavy cost — 3,598 Canadians killed and another 7,004
wounded. When Joe Boyle’s efforts to enlist were rejected
because he was too old, he personally financed and outfitted a
machine gun company of volunteers — the Yukon Motor
Machine Gun Battery, First Motor Machine Gun Brigade.
Although he left the Yukon by 1917, former Yukoner Sam
Steele was there. As Michael Gates reminded us last year,
Yukoners were there at Vimy. There are stories of individuals
like Howard Grestock, the first Yukon man to enlist when the
war broke out. He died in the prelude to the battle for Vimy
Ridge. From Mr. Gates’ article we learn about Neil McCuish,
Felix Boutin, Bert Lawless and Morris Anthony.

It’s encouraging to think that individual valour and
bravery is still remembered a century later. Vimy became a
symbol for the sacrifice of the young Dominion. In 1922, the
French government ceded to Canada in perpetuity Vimy
Ridge and the land surrounding it.

Unless we stop and reflect, it is easy to miss the
significance of this event. As we reflect on what it was about
the battle for Vimy Ridge that made Canada a nation, | think it
is more than just individual valour or preparation. Vimy is an
excellent example of a nation coming of age through brilliant
leadership, preparation, innovative use of emerging
technology and personal bravery. But the Battle of Vimy
Ridge represents more than that.

As | prepared for this tribute, | thought about the fact that
Vimy Ridge is in France. | thought about the young men who
left their homes. | thought about their wives and their families
who remained. How does anyone explain a decision like that
to a young family? What would make so many young men
from Yukon leave to fight in a faraway continent for a nation
many had never even visited to defend people many had never
met? The people of Canada were given a choice of
confronting evil or ignoring it. Even though the cost was
exceedingly high, Vimy represents a moment where the
professional use of force in the principled defence of liberty
combined to secure freedom for the world and accord great
honour to our nation.

I am proud that our nation has always stood for those who
love freedom and who love peace. Canada’s commitment to
our fundamental rights and freedoms includes coming to the
aid of those around the world who also cherish these values.
Our soldiers fought then and fight today because of these
principles. We also recognize all of those who have served
and given their lives on our behalf in Canada’s Armed Forces
since then.

As Canadians, we are indebted to our Armed Forces. As
we stand before you in this Chamber today, Mr. Speaker, men
and women are fighting on our behalf in the name of freedom
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and democracy. We all owe our precious freedom to those
brave men and women. | ask all Yukoners to join us today in
reflecting on their contribution.

In recognition of Daffodil Month (Cancer Awareness
Month)

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | rise in the House
today to pay tribute to the individuals in our society working
in the field of cancer research and, more importantly, tribute
those individuals who raise money that goes toward research
and support services for those living with or affected by
cancer.

The Canadian Cancer Society has chosen April as
Daffodil Month. During Daffodil Month, the Canadian Cancer
Society puts on an extra effort to raise money to fund
research, promote the prevention of cancer and provide
support services. For the first time in several years, Yukon
once again participated in the daffodil campaign and
volunteers were out selling bright daffodils and daffodil pins.
In fact, our very own Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources and Highways and Public Works and our Minister
of Community Services were out delivering daffodils just a
couple of weeks ago. | would like to thank them for that.

All of those proceeds go directly to the Jean C. Barber
Lodge in Vancouver where many Yukoners stay during
treatment. | thank everyone who bought either flowers or a pin
to show their support for Canadians living with cancer. |
understand the campaign raised about $26,000 in sales.

Here in Yukon, in addition to the Canadian Cancer
Society, there are many groups and organizations that raise
money for cancer prevention, education and research
initiatives. Next month, Run for Mom will host its 18" annual
fundraiser — a Mother’s Day run — an event that raises
money for local initiatives to do with breast cancer. Funds
raised this year will go toward the purchase of a new digital
mammography machine and a breast ultrasound machine. |
understand the Minister of Tourism and Culture and the
Minister of Education will join me for the run this year.

Another local fundraiser initiative is Mardi Bras, which
raises money for Karen’s Fund. It was established in 2000 in
memory of 37-year-old Karen Wiederkehr who died of breast
cancer after months of treatment in and out of Yukon. Her two
wishes were for patients to have access to a quiet, comfortable
place for their chemo treatments and financial assistance to
women undergoing treatment for breast cancer.

Other local events include Ride for Dad — and | have
ridden my bike in that rally for the last several years. Ride for
Dad is held each June to raise money toward prostate cancer;
also of course the Terry Fox Run in September, which
supports cancer research. The Yukoners cancer care fund also
hosts events to fundraise money that stays locally to support
Yukoners and their families facing cancer challenges.

While Daffodil Days are now over, | encourage all during
this month and indeed other times of the year to support the
fundraising efforts of the many organizations that raise money
toward cancer research, prevention and support. | would ask
the indulgence of all members in the Legislature today to join

me in welcoming to the gallery Ms. Geraldine Van Bibber
from the Yukoners cancer care fund.
Applause

Ms. Stick: | too rise to pay tribute to Cancer Awareness
Month. It’s my privilege to stand and speak to Cancer
Awareness Month, or Daffodil Month. As was mentioned, we
are all impacted by cancer and it just seems as we get older
maybe more and more. I don’t think I know a single person
who hasn’t been touched by it, whether it’s a family member,
a friend or themselves personally. The numbers are growing
and it seems the likelihood of any of us having some form of
cancer in our lifetime is rising, so | would like to acknowledge
the professionals who work with individuals with cancer: the
researchers, the physicians, the nurses and, most importantly,
the volunteers. We need to recognize the work they do to
continue to advocate for funding to raise funds for research
and to provide real support to individuals and their families
when facing cancer here in the Yukon. These funds are also
important because they raise cancer awareness and remind us
of what we need to do.

When we wear our daffodils, we need to remember that it
is the symbol of strength and courage and, when we buy this
pin or the daffodils that were on sale recently, we are showing
our support for Canadians who are living with cancer today.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | stand also to pay tribute to
Cancer Awareness Month, known as Daffodil Month. This is
when Canadians show their support for cancer research and
prevention and those currently fighting cancer by wearing a
daffodil on their collar. The bright, happy daffodil represents
hope for those who are on a cancer journey.

Cancer affects us all. It is the leading cause of death in
Canada, accounting for 30 percent and the Canadian Cancer
Society is working hard to eradicate it and prevent further
cases. By purchasing a daffodil or contributing your time, you
are helping the Canadian Cancer Society to fund cancer
research, prevent cancer, educate and inform Canadians and
advocate for a healthy lifestyle for all Canadians.

The Canadian Cancer Society is supported by door-to-
door campaigning and fundraising events like the Daffodil
Dash. Their goal is to eradicate cancer while enhancing
quality of life for those fighting the big fight. | would like to
thank all those who work to fight against cancer, both
nationally and locally, for their support and volunteer time —
donors and volunteers putting in tireless hours, giving all they
can for this journey and giving empowerment to people to
make sure they know they’re not alone. If we work to support
community members fighting cancer and promote healthy
living, together we can help to eradicate cancer.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Are there any further tributes?

In recognition of the Bridge Building Competition

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the 23" annual bridge building competition, which
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was held last Saturday at the Porter Creek Secondary School.
This popular annual competition is hosted by Science
Adventures at the Yukon Research Centre at Yukon College
and the Association of Professional Engineers of Yukon.

Each year, the event challenges students to try their hand
at applying structural engineering principles. Using only
wooden stir-sticks, glue and dental floss, competitors
construct model bridges that span a distance of some 700
millimetres. For those of us still on the old system,
Mr. Speaker, that’s roughly 28 inches.

The objective of the students is to build the lightest bridge
that can support the most weight. This test pushes the bridges
to their breaking point, to the great dismay of the builders and
to the glee of the assembled competitors. Students from grades
3 to 12 form teams of up to four participants in their grade
categories. An open category is also available for teams of up
to four students in kindergarten to grade 12, with minimal
assistance from adults.

This year, the organizers introduced an exciting change:
more flexible rules to encourage even more activity. The
ALL-CAN category is open to both adults and teams. ALL-
CAN teams can use power tools; their bridges can be
anchored to the testing station with up to 1,000 millimetres of
masking tape — | worked that out myself, Mr. Speaker: that’s
one metre, which is just slightly less than 40 inches — and
there are fewer height restrictions.

Although all the teams begin with the same materials and
rules, they approach the challenge in many different ways.
Building a winning bridge requires creativity, collaboration,
communication and critical thinking, four areas of skill that
today’s learners need to succeed beyond school.

This year, more than 343 bridge builders registered, with
a total of 165 bridges. Mr. Speaker, part of that — or a great
deal of that — is due in large part to Heather Dundas, who is
here with us today. We appreciate all the work that you have
done over the years.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Graham: Also with us, Mr. Speaker, is John
Streicker, who has emceed the bridge building competition for
a while, and | understand he made excuses or apologized on
my behalf yesterday, knowing full well that, after my
encounters with a hockey puck on Friday night, | was unable
to attend. | appreciate that, John, and | appreciate all of the
work that is done, not only by these two, but by many people
involved in the program.

Special thanks — I think Heather wanted — were to go
out to Ben Malone, who has been helping out for more than
20 years with the bridge building competition. We would like
to indicate or pass on those congratulations as well.

This, as | said, is the highest number of competitors in the
last decade. | would also like to pass out my thanks to Science
Adventures and the Association of Professional Engineers of
Yukon for providing this very exciting opportunity for Yukon
students. | congratulate all of the participants on their
teamwork, their fair play, and the effort they expend in
creating beautiful, well-crafted and sturdy bridges.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank all of the competitors, the
organizers, the volunteers and, as well, the teachers for their
commitment to the competition and their hard work in making
this event so successful in the territory year after year. Thank
you very much, and please pass on our congratulations to all
the others.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Applause

Mr. Silver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the
Yukon Liberals and also the Official Opposition, | also would
like to tribute the bridge building competition and thank the
minister for his tribute.

I am going to specifically make a special recognition to
Robert Service School’s Clive Betts. This is the 17" year that
Clive has sent grade-4 bridges to the competition. It is the 23™
annual this year, so that means that there have only been six
years in which Robert Service School and Clive Betts haven’t
participated.

Students enjoy the hands-on activity, as it makes science
— physics — and math — measurement and geometry — real
for the students. Now, Mr. Betts has been teaching drafting as
part of the lesson as well, since blueprints are made before
they start building. In his life before teaching, Mr. Speaker,
Clive was also a draftsman, so that definitely helps.

Innovators had the most grade-3-to-5 entries ever at 57
bridges this year. This year, Robert Service School registered
14 bridges in that competition. All students who made a
bridge received some cool entry prizes, which change every
year. We have also had lots of winners over the years of
second place and fourth place, but Aaron Woods has been the
only student from Dawson to ever get a first prize and to have
his name on that trophy and, of course, the $100 that comes
with it.

I would like to do a shout-out please, Mr. Speaker, to
Dawson bridges that did not win any of the big prizes but they
did place: 11" place, Seth MacDonald Bell; 13" place, Teagan
Ewing; 14™ place, Jesse Amos; 15" place, Tess Morin; 16"
place, Sasha Popadenic; 17" place, Magen Bundt; 18" place,
Calvin Cibert; 20" place, Nico Soliguen; 24™ place, Darnel
Taylor; 31% place, Orion Fage; 51% place, Nathan Van Every.
There were also bridges that were not tested that were given
by Aeon Perucho, Liam Henry and Beezy Duncan.
Congratulations to all those students.

Mr. Speaker, those who know Clive know that he’s a
master of puns. In the spirit of puns, | hope this competition
was friendly and did not create any arch enemies.
Congratulations to all who participated and thank you to Clive
Betts and to all the volunteers.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Elias: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | ask your
indulgence and all members of the Assembly to help me in
welcoming a famous Yellowknife radio broadcaster and
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personality across the north. Mr. William Greenland is in the
Assembly today.

Applause

Mr. Barr: William Greenland — also a colleague in

the entertainment business — is visiting us.
Welcome, William.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Silver: | have for tabling a document outlining
Statistics Canada’s communication with the territorial
government with regard to the federal transfer, dating back to
October 1, 2012.

Speaker:
for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?
Avre there any petitions to be presented?
Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any further returns or documents

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 95: Student Financial Assistance Act, 2016
— Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Graham: | move that Bill No. 95, entitled
Student Financial Assistance Act, 2016, be now introduced
and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of
Education that Bill No. 95, entitled Student Financial
Assistance Act, 2016, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 95
agreed to

Speaker: Are there any further bills to be introduced?
Avre there any notices of motions?

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Mr. Elias: 1 rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada to
recognize the importance of encouraging families to adopt
healthy lifestyles by fully reinstating the children’s fitness and
art tax credit.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada and
the Government of the United States of America to recognize
the 141 meridian as the offshore northern maritime boundary
between Canada and the United States of America.

Mr. Silver:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
explain why monthly tourism visitation numbers have not
been released since July 2015.

I rise to give notice of the following

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: First Nations/government relations

Ms. Hanson: On Friday, representatives of the
Government of Canada, Yukon First Nation governments and
the Yukon government met and signed two memoranda of
understanding to address concerns raised by Yukon First
Nation governments. Of particular interest: the Minister of
Indigenous and Northern Affairs committed to removing four
unilateral amendments to YESAA contained in Bill S-6, two
of which this Yukon Party government suggested in the first

place.
This marks an opportunity to reset the relationships that
were upset by actions taken by this government — in

particular, by this Premier. Will the Premier now acknowledge
the damage that his unilateral attempts to undermine the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act
caused, and apologize to Yukon First Nation governments,
Yukon businesses and Yukon citizens?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:  Mr. Speaker, Friday was, indeed, a
very good day, where we held both a Yukon Forum and an
intergovernmental forum — the first intergovernmental
forum, I believe, since back in 2010. There was a very good
discussion on a myriad of issues such as housing and
infrastructure, a real acknowledgement by the federal minister
of the leadership that exists when it comes to murdered and
missing indigenous women and girls, the leadership that
Yukon has taken within this country — the same when it
comes to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada, where we went forward with a joint proposal for the
federal government, laying out the work that has been done
and, again, how Yukon continues to be a leader.

When it comes to the Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Act, as | have said in this House many
times, that is federal legislation for which the Yukon
government has provided its comments and recommendations.
The federal government now chooses to make further
amendments to that legislation and, as we have also said in
this House, we will not be a barrier to those amendments.

Ms. Hanson: You know, Mr. Speaker, the Premier
refused to accept any responsibility for his government’s role
in pushing through amendments that violated the spirit and
intent of the First Nation final agreements. Despite the fact
that both the federal minister and the Yukon MP of the day
contradicted him, he continued to say it was Ottawa’s fault,
but the responsibility is his and his alone. Now the Premier
has been given an opportunity not often afforded to people in
his position — a chance to sit down with First Nation
governments and repair the damage his government has done.
For 13 vyears the government has refused to fulfill its
obligations to develop the successor resource legislation
contemplated in the devolution transfer agreement.

When will the Premier commit to meeting with Yukon
First Nation governments to begin a real process of living up
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to this commitment to create successor Yukon resource
legislation as set out in the DTA?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, as | have said as well
numerous times in this House, the Yukon government is
looking for an assessment process that is consistent with other
jurisdictions allowing this jurisdiction to remain competitive
when it comes to the opportunity for resource dollar
investment to create good paying jobs in this territory. When
it comes to mining, we know that the NDP is very supportive
of mining so long as it does not occur in Yukon territory.

Ms. Hanson: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister did not
listen to the question. Well, let’s go back to reconciliation. He
speaks often about it. It appears reconciliation, to the Premier,
is a box to be checked or a duty that can be met through
seeking increased federal funding, but reconciliation is not
solely about money. It is an ongoing process of establishing
and maintaining respectful relationships.

Last week, a Yukon First Nation government stated that
Yukon has failed to live up to the commitment made in the
DTA. It outlined key areas where the Yukon government,
contrary to signed protocols has pushed through — and |
quote — pushed through: ... an unscientific wetland policy
designed by people with a vested interest in mining wetlands
and a policy to provide residential title to placer miners.”
Further, the statement said: ... that Yukon government is not
acting in good faith.”

When will the Premier take action and work with Yukon
First Nation governments and stakeholders to develop
successor resource legislation designed for Yukon in the 21%
century?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the
NDP talks about truth and reconciliation and, as | stated at the
beginning of this Question Period, Yukon and Yukon First
Nations are showing leadership, not just in this territory, but
indeed across this country, which was reaffirmed by the
federal minister during her meeting here on Friday.

There has been much work done by the public
government and we have shared that with First Nations. We
have said that our vision is to have First Nations lead the path
when it comes to the calls to action on truth and
reconciliation, and indeed there are many paths to
reconciliation. | will give an example of one that occurred
very recently. That was the 39" annual Native Hockey
Tournament that the Minister of Education and | — I think we
refereed 12 or 13 games each. We have for many, many years.
It’s an important part of this territory and it’s certainly a
celebration of sport that we look forward to every year.

My point is, Mr. Speaker, there are many paths and
pathways toward reconciliation and we will continue to work
together with the First Nations as we move forward in that
continued journey.

Question re: Stewart-Keno transmission line

Mr. Tredger: Late last year, this government
announced plans to spend $5.3 million in the planning phase
to upgrade the Stewart-to-Keno electrical transmission line. In
a recent submission to the federal government that laid out the

Yukon Party’s capital project priorities, they estimate that it
will cost $86 million to build this line.

Mr. Speaker, fewer than 15 people live year-round in
Keno. There is no doubt that this project is not intended for
them. Mr. Speaker, why is this government proposing to
spend $86 million to upgrade the Stewart-to-Keno
transmission line?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In fact, the Yukon government,
through Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon Energy
Corporation, provided money for planning the infrastructure
between Stewart and Keno City. In doing that, this area of line
is one that is in fact past its anticipated lifespan. As part of
that project, a look was taken at whether, through enhancing
the capacity of that line, there could be opportunity for
hooking up to current and future mines within the area and
potentially providing the basis for growing those needs.

One of the things that has come in is that the cost of the
line is more than originally anticipated and various options are
being looked at, including focusing on more critical needs,
but, as part of what we’ve been doing, we have also been
looking at seeking federal investment in energy infrastructure,
just as we’ve done successfully with previous projects such as
the Mayo B expansion and connecting what was previously
the Mayo-Dawson grid and the Whitehorse-Aishihik-Faro grid
together to provide one connected Yukon electrical grid.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, if this was about Keno
residents, the money would be better spent providing Keno
with a clean and reliable community well.

In its submission to the federal government, Yukon
government says that the return on investment will come from
mines in the area. Mr. Speaker, the Keno mine is closed and
Victoria Gold has not raised the capital to open. When the
Carmacks-to-Stewart transmission line was constructed,
Minto mine had a signed power purchase agreement and paid
to build the spur line. It was a good example of how good
infrastructure projects can help Yukon residents as well as
Yukon industry, but where are the guarantees in this case that
Yukon Energy will have customers and get a return on its
investment?

Has this government signed any power purchase
agreements with these mines or are they merely upgrading the
transmission line on speculation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | think the member s
misunderstanding the stage that this is at. | would point out
that as part of replacing this line — which is in fact, | believe,
the oldest line within the Yukon energy system — there are
parts of it that are more than 60 years old and need to be
replaced. There are sections where there have been significant
issues around power outages and there is a need to replace that
line.

As part of doing that, one of the things that Yukon
Energy did was look forward to the future and the opportunity
for potential economic activity in the area. There was a look
taken at the option of building a line with a higher capacity to
a 138-kilovolt capacity instead of 69 kilovolt, and looking at
whether that incremental increase cost would be worth doing
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at this point versus putting in a 69-kilovolt line now and
potentially then replacing it at some point in the future.

Again, at this point, a final decision on what option to do
has not been taken. We have looked at whether there is an
opportunity to seek federal investment in this area, but again
there is a need to invest in this electrical line, not just
community wells in the area as the member has referred to. In
fact, we will be doing our due diligence and there will be an
effort made to choose the best path, being mindful of both
opportunities and the cost to Yukoners.

Mr. Tredger: Upgrading infrastructure for industrial
development is important, but Yukoners deserve assurances
that such development will in fact go ahead and benefit
Yukon. The power purchase agreement with Minto mine is a
good example of return on investment. The proposed $86-
million upgrade is not. Far too often this government has
invested public time and money without conducting any
business case analysis to ensure that there will be a return for
Yukoners. This Yukon Party government has ignored repeated
requests from Yukon communities for local infrastructure
projects. This money could be better spent on identified needs.

How can this government justify speculating with $86
million in public money on this transmission line without any
firm assurances or agreements from potential customers?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: 1 just want to again reiterate to the
member that the decision on whether to simply replace the
existing assets as well as rerouting a section of line that is
problematic or whether to upgrade it to 138 kilovolts from the
existing 69 kilovolts has not been made. We’re looking at a
range of options. The cost of going to the higher option that
would allow more capacity in future years for economic
growth was looked at, but recognizing the costs, there are also
other options that are being considered by Yukon Energy and
the government. | would note to the member that, in fact,
while a final decision hasn’t been made, it’s unlikely that
without federal investment the more expensive choice of
upgrading the transmission would be taken instead of simply
replacing more critical assets.

I am pleased to see the member supporting the model that
we used in the case of the Minto mine of a power purchase
agreement and capital being provided by the mining company
toward upgrading the line extension north. | would again note
to the member that what we’re doing now is simply looking at
options and doing our due diligence. Without doing that
planning work and doing a detailed study of options, we’re
not in a position to make an informed choice, so that is the
work that is ongoing right now. Again, | would note that
planning for the future and planning for future energy growth
is an important part of what government needs to do.

Question re: Economic growth

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we know that one of the
defining accomplishments of this government has been to
ratchet up uncertainty for investors, particularly in the
resource sector. The uncertainty was reflected in the rankings
of the latest Fraser Institute mining report. It was also
reflected in mining exploration in the territory, which is down

again this year by 18 percent. It has actually dropped almost
every year that the Yukon Party 2.0 has been in office.

Now ongoing court battles with First Nations and
regulatory uncertainty have tarnished our reputation as a good
place to do business. A perfect example of this is the Yukon
Party’s botched attempt to amend Bill S-6, or YESAA.

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier now take responsibility for
the regulatory uncertainty raised by this government’s failed
YESAA review?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: 1’'m happy that the Leader of the
Liberal Party wants to talk a little bit about money, because |
want to talk about the fact of how Yukoners were really
disappointed that, on the first day of this Sitting, the first
opportunity that the Liberal leader had to ask a question of the
government, what he did, Mr. Speaker, was stand up and
defend cuts to expected funding to this Yukon government,
Mr. Speaker. He stood up and defended the federal Liberal
Party. Mr. Speaker, that says a lot about the Liberal leader
and, in fact, the Liberal Party, because Yukoners know that
the Yukon Party is not affiliated with any federal political
party and that we will continue to stand up for the interests
and the priorities of Yukoners every day.

Mr. Silver:  Mr. Speaker, I don’t think I heard one iota
of an answer in that response. Regulatory uncertainty is a
huge problem right now in our resource sector. It comes up
when | meet with mining companies and with oil and gas
companies that want to do business here. This is one of the
reasons that our economy has shrunk for three years in a row.
It is one of the reasons why we continue to drop in the Fraser
Institute’s mining rankings. It is one of the reasons exploration
has dropped off every single year that this government has
been in office, and it wasn’t that long ago that the Premier was
singing the praises of YESAA. This is him in 2013 — and |
quote: “Frameworks like YESAA enable us to harness the
momentum of the past decade and turn it into sustainable
economic growth...”

Why has this government been unable to deliver on
economic growth that it promised just three years ago?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, when it comes to the
regulatory side of things with resource industries, our
government is leading a cooperative effort wi