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ACTING SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS

Re use of "Ignoring the [aw," ..o 1638

ADEL, TED (see also ACTING SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS, DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE
WHOLE, DEPUTY CHAIR'S RULINGS and DEPUTY CHAIR'S STATEMENTS)

Speaks on:
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, ............cccccvveeenn. 1238
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, .................. 1389, 1945

Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon
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(Amendment to) (Time expired) (FrOSL), ... 2184
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(= 1T ) T PRSPPI 2456
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CATHERS, BRAD (continued)
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Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Second Reading, ...........cc........ 1779
Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Third Reading, ........c.ccccecvveeenne 2133
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Second Reading, .......ccccoovveeeiiieeeenne 1555
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Third Reading, .........cccccvvvveeeiinieeenne 2076
Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ........cccccccvveeenne 1869

Bill No. 16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015: Second Reading, ...1816
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020):

Y= ToT0] T LT Vo L1 o A 1659
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020): Third
== o [ o T PR 2104
Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Second Reading, ........cccccceeeviveeeenne 1326
Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Third Reading, .........cccccocveeeiniieeene 1498
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccovvvveeenne 1229
Ministerial statements:
2020 Yukon AgriCulture POIICY, .........uuuieieirimieiiieieisinieieininisiniererernennnnnnn. 1591
Lastraw Ranch agricultural land lease, ...........ccccceeeiiie i, 1893
Mount Sima snow-making and electrical infrastructure upgrade, ................... 2155
Sate of emergency iN YUKON, .....ocuoiiiiiiiiiii e 2248

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation,
........................................................................................................... 1265, 1281, 2283
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, 1390, 1636, 1934, 1941
Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon
strategy for climate change, energy and a green economy, ..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeennn, 2163
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= g 0 S o1 ] SO S 2054
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Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of EMEergency, .......ccccccviiieiiiiiieeniniiee e 2227

CHAIR'S RULINGS (see also Deputy Chair's rulings)
Re referring to members By NAME, ..o 1578, 1903

R N (1 [SAVZ= L g [o SR o (=] o T (R 1437
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CHAIR'S STATEMENTS (see also Deputy Chair's statements)
Re referring to members by riding or portfolio Not by Nname, ..........cccoiiiiiiieiniieee 1578

Re witness having exceeded 5-minute limit for introductory statements, ..........cccccceeveeevieinne, 2082

CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Reads Dills fOr ASSENT, .....vviieeiee s 1542, 1813, 2541
RePOrts 0N Petition INO. 2, ....eeiiiiiiii it 1318
RepOrts 0N Petition INO. 3, ..o 1507
RePOrts 0N Petition INO. 4, .....ooiiiiii e e 1861

COMMISSIONER (Hon. Angélique Bernard)
ASSENES 10 DIIIS, e 1542, 1813, 2541

COMMITTEES, REPORTS OF STANDING
Appointments to Major Government Boards and Committees, Standing Committee on
22 report tabled (dated December 1, 2020) (Sessional Paper No. 57) (Adel), ......... 2125
23 report tabled (dated December 17, 2020) (Sessional Paper No. 62) (Adel), ....... 2487

COMMITTEES, SPECIAL
Civil Emergency Legislation, Special Committee on
Motion establishing (Motion No. 212) agreed t0, ........cccccviiieeiiiiieeiiiiiee e 2293
Report of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly - Official Opposition and Third Party Membership

of the Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation (Sessional Paper 63) tabled.......... 2490

DENDYS, JEANIE (see McLEAN, JEANIE)

DEPUTY CHAIR'S RULINGS

Re referring to the absence Of MEMDEIS, ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2500
L LS (=] 1= 011 o RS 1663
Re unanimous consent (whether required fOr FECESS), ....coiiuiiiiiiiiiii it 2352

DEPUTY CHAIR'S STATEMENTS

Re directing questions through the Chair, ... 1852, 1853
Re MembBer WHhIiStliNg, .....oooceiiieiie e e e e e e e e e e 2500
Re relevance - liNE IEIM, .....c.eiiiiiii e 2499, 2501
Re witness having exceeded 5-minute limit for introductory statements, ...........ccccccceeeiiiinnnee. 1965

DEPUTY SERGEANT-AT-ARMS (Joseph Mewett)

Introduction and welcome (Speaker CIarke), ... 1217
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DEPUTY SPEAKER'S RULINGS

R = (A= L [T 0 110 £ o TR

DIVISIONS
Bill No

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act

ST=Toto] oo 2T Lo [ o o TR OO PP U PUPPPOPIP
B I LT I = =TT 11 o PSR
10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020)

ST=Toto] oo 2T Lo [ o o TR OO PP U PUPPPOPIP
B I LT I === Vo 1] o PSR
11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015

Y =Tolo) o [ LT To [T T TR PSR
Third REAAING, ocoe e oo
12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020):

Y =Tolo) o [ LT To [T T TR PSRRI
Third REAAING, oo i oo
13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020)

Y =Tolo) o [ LT To [T Vo TR PSR
THIrd REAGING, oie i e i e e
14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020)

Y =Tolo) [0 [ LT To [T TR PSR
Third REAAING, ooie oo
15 - Corporate Statutes Amendment Act (2020)

Y =Tolo) [0 [ LT To [T TR PSR
Third REAAING, ooie oo
16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015

Y =Yoo [o [ LT To [T TR PSR
Third REAAING, ooie oo
17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020)

Y =Tolo) o [o [ LT To 11T TR PSR
TRIrd REAAING, .ottt e e e e e e st e e e e e e e e e nneeees
204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20

Y =Yoo [0 [ LT To [T o TR PSR
THIrd REAAING, e e ittt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e nneeees
205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21

Y =Yoo [o [ LT To 1o TR S
TRIrd REAAING, e ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e nneeees

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, ........

(Amendment t0) (NeQAtIVEA), .....cvueeriiiiiiei ittt raeee e
(Amendment t0) (NeQAtIVEd), ....cooi i
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DIVISIONS (continued)

Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ..........cccccoceiniiiiiinniineennn 1945
(Amendment t0) (NEQALIVEA), ..occceiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e s r e e e e e s s s sanranaeeeee s 1628
(Amendment t0) (NEQALIVEA), ..ecccoeiiiiiiieiie e e e e e e s r e e e e e s e s sanranareeees 1643
(Amendment t0) (NEQALIVEA), ..oecciiiciiiiieiie e cr e e e e s e e e e e e s e s nanranaeeeees 1940
(Amendment t0) (NeQAtIVEA), .....c.uveiiiiiiieiiiiiee et e e 1944

Motion No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, ........ccccccceveeeiiiinnnee. 1750

Motion No. 271 - Re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall Sitting, 1389

Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fisheries (As amended), ........ccccocveiniiiieiiniieeennnnn 1521

Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry
[ LT T [ 1 T=T T (e ) TR 1526
(AN T= 0 1= o 1= o ) 1530

Motion No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism recovery

12T 0] 0T o To TR PO PP PP OPPPPN 1758

Motion No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers (Negatived), . 2051

Motion No. 358 - Re rent-increase moratorium (Negatived), ........cccccovviiieiniiiieiniiee e 2320

Motion No. 359 - Re extending state Of EMErgenCY, ......cccoocuiiiiiiiiieiiiiie e 2239
(Amendment t0) (NEQALIVE), .......uuuueiireieieieieieieiereiueeieeerseererrrernrerrrerrrerernrrrrrrrna. 2232

Motion No. 378 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators, .......... 2374

FILED DOCUMENTS

27. Loss of Garbage Service Impacting Farmers and Other Businesses, letter re (dated
September 8, 2020) from Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. Ranj Pillai,
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources (Cathers), ........cccccvvuiuimiminimieiiinieiiiiniiniinnn, 1185

28. Loss of Garbage Service Impacting Farmers and Other Businesses, letter re (dated
September 8, 2020) from Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. John Streicker,
Minister of Community Services (Cathers), ...t 1185

29. Whistle Bend Place care, letter re (dated October 1, 2020) from Patti McLeod, Member for
Watson Lake, to Hon. Pauline Frost, Minister of Health and Social Services (McLeod), .. 1252

30. Streetlights on the Alaska Highway, letter re (dated September 29, 2020) from Patti McLeod,
Member for Watson Lake, and Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. Richard
Mostyn, Minister of Highways and Public Works (McLeod), ........ccccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeees 1252

31. Loss of Xplornet satellite services, letter re (dated October 6, 2020) from Hon. Richard Mostyn,

Minister of Highways and Public Works, to Allison Lenehan, CEO Xplornet (Mostyn), ...... 1285

Vi
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FILED DOCUMENTS (continued)

32. State of Yukon's tourism industry, letter re (dated September 22, 2020) from Hon. Sandy Silver,
Premier, to Neil Hartling, Chair, Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon (McLean), ...... 1318
33. Discontinuation of Xplornet Communications services, letter re (dated September 9, 2020)
from Currie Dixon, Leader of the Yukon Party, to Hon. Navdeep Bains, Minister of
Innovation, Science and Industry, Government of Canada (Cathers), ........c.ccccocuvvvernnnnnn. 1318
34. Request for 500 meter greenbelt buffer zone around Nygren subdivision, letter re (dated
October 6, 2020) from Wladimir Makar to Wade Istchenko, Member for Kluane (Istchenko), 1351
35. Concerns on the Tagish River Habitat Protection Area, document re (Van Bibber), ......... 1381
36. Yukon Lottery Commission Annual Report 2019-20 (StreiCker), .....ccccoovvveeiniieeeiniieeee 1652
37. Continued funding for the Fireweed Community Market, letter re (dated October 30, 2020)
from Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. Mr. Pillai, Minister of Energy, Mines
and RESOUICES (CathBrS), ooieieie e 1737
38. Excise tax on alcohol, letter re (dated November 24, 2020) from Currie Dixon, Leader of the
Yukon Party, to Hon. Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Finance, Government of Canada
(LS 003 0 T=T 0 ) TR 2038
39. State of Emergency Extension, letter re (dated November 24, 2020) from Peter Johnston,
Grand Chief, Council of Yukon First Nations, to Hon. John Streicker, Minister of Community

SEIVICES (SIrRICKEN), oot bbb 2218
40. "34th Sitting of the Yukon Legislature Private Members Motions as of 8-Dec 2020" prepared
o)V o o o T\ LS L= (o =T (5] 1 (=103 (T 2304
41. "Rent protections during COVID As of December 2, 2020" prepared by Hon. Mr. Streicker
(SHRICKEL), ettt et e s e e e e ab e e e e b e e aeee 2304
42. 10-Year Renewable Electricity Plan Technical Report - December 2020 - Yukon Energy
Corporation (Pllai), .....ccooieieie e ————————— 2394

43. Improving support for Yukon's EMS volunteers, letter re (dated December 21, 2018) from
Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. John Streicker, Minister of Community
SEIVICES (CANEIS), ioiiiiie i 2394

44. Yukon EMS Rural Coverage and Issues, letter re (dated February 19, 2019) from Brad
Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. John Streicker, Minister of Community Services
(O 11 1= =) TR PSP 2394

45. Yukon EMS Rural Coverage and Issues, letter re (dated March 27, 2019) from Hon. John
Streicker, Minister of Community Services, to Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge
(O 11 1= =) TR PSP 2394

46. Review of duplication in Yukon mining regulation - June 2020 (Pillai), .......ccccoovveeiiiieennnne 2461

47. Report of the Chief Electoral Officer to the Legislative Assembly - An Update on Territorial
Election Readiness (Speaker Clarke), ........couu ittt 2490

vii
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FILED DOCUMENTS (continued)

48. Partners for Children Program, letter re (dated December 10, 2020) from Tanja Westland,
President, Network for Healthy Early Human Development Board of Directors, and Tara

Wheeler, Vice-President, Network for Healthy Early Human Development Board of Directors,

to Hon. Pauline Frost, Minister of Health and Social Services (Kent), .......ccccoocveiiiiiiennne 2495
49. Workers’ Advocate Office 2019 Annual Report (MCPhee), ......cccccovviiiiiiiiieiiiiiiccieeeee 2516
50. Yukon Geographical Place Names Board 25th Annual Report 2019-2020 (McLean), ...... 2516
51. Report on French-language Services 2018-19 (Streicker), .....cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiniieeeeeee 2517
52. Report on French-language Services 2019-20 (Streicker), .....oooveeeeeieeeiiiiiiieeeeee e 2517

FROST, PAULINE

Speaks on:

Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Second Reading, ....... 1570, 1576

Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Third Reading, ........... 1988, 1990

Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvvvvnnnns 1329

Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvnnnnns 1234

Ministerial statements:
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, ......cccccoviiii 2427, 2428
Canada-Yukon housing benefit, .........ccccoiuiiieiiiiiiieiiiien, 1737, 1739
Eliza BUIldiNgG, ....eeeiiieeiiiiei e 1951, 1952
Fortymile caribou harvest management plan, ........ccccccccvvvevivininennnnn. 2219, 2220
Housing initiatives fund, .........cccccviviiii 2038, 2039
YUKON Parks Strat€gy, ...ccccooeeeeieie ettt 1255, 1257

Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1300

Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education

Supports During the COVID-19 PandemicC, ........cccceeeeieiiii e, 1308
Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon

strategy for climate change, energy and a green eConomy, .........cccccceevvuvveeeeennn. 2183
Motion No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, .................. 1744
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fiSheries, .........ccccccciiiiiiiii e, 1517

Motion No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the
comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and social programs and services, ..... 2449

Motion No. 358 - Re rent-inCrease MOratoriUM, ........coceeeeeeeernieeeeieeeeere e eeai e eeeneesenes 2315

viii
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GALLINA, PAOLO

Speaks on:
Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Second Reading, 1201
Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Third Reading, .... 1811

Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ........ccccocovveenne 1877
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccevvvveeenne 1545
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ................... 1627, 1943
Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon
strategy for climate change, energy and a green economy, ...........c.cc....... 1946, 2161
Motion No. 257 - Re appearance of withesses from Putting People First review, ...... 1455
Motion No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, .................. 1747

Motion No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the

comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and social programs and services, ..... 2456

GOVERNMENT BILLS

No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act (McLean)

Introduction and First REAAING, .........uuuiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieisieieieiersierrrerrreeeerer—.. 1033
Y=o T I =T Vo L1 o R 1197-1206
DIVISION, ittt 1206
Committee of the Whole, ..o 1212-1213, 1577-1580
Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, 1580
Reported without amendment, ..........cccccevvvviviiii e 1588
Third REAAING, ..eeeveieieieieieeeeee 1808-1813
DIVISION, ittt 1813
ASSEINL, e e e e e s 1813
No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020) (Streicker)
Introduction and First REAAING, .........vuveruiiiiiiiiieiiiiieieiiieieieirieesiersesrrereere—————.. 967
ST=Tolo] Lo J 2 {=T: To 10 o TR PR PP PPRRPRN 1206-1212
DIVISION, ittt ettt ettt e ettt e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e b e be e e e e e e e e aaa 1212
Committee of the WHROIE, .........coooiiiii e 1580-1585
Reported without amendment, ... 1588
TR REAGING, +veeeiieiiiiitiiieii e e e e e nn e 1777-1778
DIVISION, ittt ettt ettt e ettt e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e b e be e e e e e e e e aaa 1778
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GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)
No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015 (McPhee)

Introduction and First REAAING, ......uvvviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e r e e e s srrran e e e e e e e anns 936
Y =ToTo) g (o 2 LT To [T TR P PSERR 1778-1780
D1V (o] o PR PR 1780
Committee Of the WHOIE, ........ooviiiiiii e 1780-1784
Unanimous consent re revisiting ClausSe 2, ........cccccvvieieiiiiie e 1783
Reported without amendmeENt, .........c..oooiiiiieiiii e 1796
THIrd REAAING, ..veeeiiiiieiiitiie et 2133-2134
D1V (o] o PR PR 2134
ASSENL, e 2541
No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020) (McPhee)
Introduction and First Reading, ........ccooovvviiiiiii 936
Y =Tolo] g (o [ LT To [TV TR PO PPRRR 1555-1556
D1}V o] TR 1557
Committee Of the WhOIE, .....coooiiiiiiiiiei e 1557-1561, 1605-1606
Reported without amendmMEeNnt, ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiie e 1615
Third REAAING, oo ee oo 2075-2076
DIVISION, .ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e r e e e e e e s nnree s 2076
ASSENL, e 2541
No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020) (Silver)
Introduction and First REAAING, .......evviveeiiiiiiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e 1255
Y =Tolo) g (o I LT To [T o TR SRS 1868-1884
1Y o] o TR 1884
CommMILLEE OF thE WHROIE, ..veeeiieeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e eeeees 2539
Reported without amendment, ..., 2539
Third REAAING, ocie i oo 2540
D1V o] o AP PP P PP PPPPTPO 2540
F AT o1 PSPPSR 2541
No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020) (Frost)
Introduction and First REAAING, ......uueviieeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e ie e e e e s en e e e e e anes 1220
Y =Tolo) g [0 [ LT To [T TR SRS RSERR 1570-1576
D1V To] o TP PRPPT PO 1576
Committee Of the WNOIE, ........ooiiiiiii e 1598-1605

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, 1605

Reported without amendmeEnt, ...........cooi i 1615
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GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)

THIFd REAAING, ..veeiiitiieeiiiiee e e 1988-1990
D1V (o] o PR PR 1990
ASSENL, e 2541
No. 15 - Corporate Statutes Amendment Act (2020) (Streicker)
Introduction and FirSt REAING, ....ccoouriiiiiiiieeiiiii et 1285
SECONA REAMING, ..vveiieiiiiiie ittt et e e e 1685-1687
D1V T o A TP RRRPT 1687
Committee Of the WHOIE, ........ooiiiiiii e 1687-1690
Unanimous consent re deeming all remaining clauses and the title read and
AQIEEA 10, 1oieie i e ————————— 1690
Reported without amendment, ..., 1702
THird REAAING, .cie oo 1899
D1}V o] TR 1900
YN STST =T 1 PPN 2541
No. 16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015 (McPhee)
Introduction and First REAAING, .......ueveiieiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 1318
Y=ot o] T I LT Vo 1] o T 1813-1818
D1V o] o TR TP TP O PP PPPPPT PO 1818
Committee Of the WNOIE, ........oooiiiiii e 2525-2537
Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, 2537
Reported without amendmMeENt, ..........oooviiiiiiiiiie e 2539
I 1T I === Vo 11 Vo PSR 2541
1Y o] o TR 2541
F AT o1 PSPPSR 2541
No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020) (McPhee)
Introduction and First Reading, .........cccceveviiiiiiii 1285
Y= ToTo] T I LT Vo 11 o TR 1658-1660
1Y o] o TR 1660
Committee OF the WHOIE, ..veeeeiiieieeeeee e 1660-1674
Amendment proposed to clause 9 (MCPhEe), .......ccccvviiieiiiiiiieiiieee e 1670
AmendmeNnt agreed 10, ....oiicciriiiiie e 1670
Reported with amendment, ...........oooiiiiii e 1674
THird REAAING, .ceei ittt e e e e e e e e es 2103-2104
D1V To] o TP PRRPTPO 2105
ASSENL, i 2541

Xi
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GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)

No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20 (Silver)

Introduction and FirSt REAING, .....coouiuiiiiiiiiieei ittt 1185
Y =Yoo o J = =T Uo 1o TSNP PPERR 1326-1330
D1V ] To] o 1R PSRRI 1330
Committee of the Whole, ... 1331-1348, 1358-1378, 1424-1443, 1455-1473, 1485-1497
Reported without amendment, .........ccceeveeiiiiiiiiee e 1497
B I 1T I == o 11 o PSS 1498-1502
[ 1V o] o PP UOTPPPRR 1503
ASSENL, e 1542
No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 (Silver)
Introduction and First REAAING, ......ccvvviriieeeiiiiiiieee e 1185
Y= ToT ] Lo N Y= To L] o 1227-1252, 1542-1554
DIVISION, ittt ettt e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e s re e e e e e e e e aan 1554

Committee of the Whole, .. 1606-1615, 1690-1702, 1713-1733, 1759-1764, 1784-1796,
1818-1827, 1839-1844, 1884-1890, 1900-1916, 1958-1963, 1991-2004, 2016—
2033, 2059-2064, 2077-2081, 2105-2122, 2134-2151, 21962214, 2239-2244,
22542273, 2293-2302, 2320-2333, 2345-2364, 2374-2390, 2469-2474, 2498—
2514, 2537-2539

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 11 cleared or carried, ......... 2201

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 7 cleared or carried, ........... 2263

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51 cleared or carried, ......... 2269

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 27 cleared or carried, ......... 2300

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 53 cleared or carried, ......... 2333

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 8 cleared or carried, ........... 2351

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 54 cleared or carried, ......... 2384
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 52 cleared or carried (Not

rante), oo ——————————— 2499

Reported without amendment, ..........ccccceeveviiiiii e 2539

I 11 I == o {1 o TSRS 2540

DIVISION, ittt ettt ettt e ettt e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e b e be e e e e e e e e aaa 2540

ASSENL, i 2541

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation (Streicker)

[N L0 {01 T 1186
[DL=T o (TR URTORRRTTN 1264-1282
Amendment proposed (Cathers), .......ocuueeiiiiiiii e 1274
Amendment negatived (DIVISION), .......cooiiiiiiiiieiaiiiieee e 1278
Amendment proposed (HANSON), ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiaiiieee e 1279

Xii



Third Session, 34" Legislature Index 2020 Fall Sitting

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

Debate adjourned (Amendment to) (Time expired) (Cathers), .......ccccceevviveeiiiineennns 1282
=Y o L= T PO 2283-2293
Amendment negatived (DIVISION), ......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiee e ss e e 2289
Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), ....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e i e s s e e e e s e s e e e e e e s e s snraaareeees 2293
213 - Re member participation in sittings of the House via teleconference due to
COVID-19 during the 2020 Fall Sitting (McPhee)
NN o) o= TSP TURPTTPPRN 1186
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ..........ccccceee..... 1194
D= o L (=T SO 1194-1195
Y[ 1T g = To | =T I (o TR PRSPPI 1195
214 - Re pairing of members for duration of the 2020 Fall Sitting (McPhee)
N0 1o PP PPPPR PP OPPPPPR 1186
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ..............ccco..... 1195
(DL o= (TSR 1196
/o] 1o g = To | == o 1 o Tt 1196
215 - Re authorization for the Assembly to meet via video conference during the 2020
Fall Sitting (McPhee)
N[0} 1oL TR 1186
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ...........cccccvvues 1196
DEDALE, ..eeiiiiii it e e e s e e e e e s e a e eaaeas 1197
YT 1T = Vo | (=TT I (o TSP 1197
257 - Re appearance of withesses from Putting People First review (McPhee)
N0 1o TP P PPP PR POPPPPPI 1381
D= o - L= TSSO 1454-1455
Amendment proposed (GalliNa), ........cccoviueiiiiiiiiie i 1455
AMeNdmMENt agreed 10, .....ceeviiiiiiiiiiie e 1455
Motion, as amended, agreed 0, ............uuururerurrrrrrrereirrerrerrrerrrrrer————————————————————— 1455
271 - Re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall Sitting
(McPhee)
Unanimous consent re moving motion without NOtICe, .......cccccevviviciiiiiiie e, 1388
(D= o= L= TP PUP PR OPPPPPI 1389
Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), ...c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e 1389
321 - Re Membership of Standing Committee on Public Accounts (McPhee)
N[0} £ 1800
(D= o= L= TP PUP PR OPPPPPI 1807
Y[ Te] g I= To | (=TT o I (o TR TP PPP TP 1807
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ...........cccccc..... 1807

Xiii
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GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)
No. 322 - Re scheduling of the 2020 Fall Sitting (McPhee)

[N L0 {1 T

Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice,

[B1<] o1 (TR

MOLION AGrEEA 0, ...eiiiiiieeiiiiiee ettt

No. 359 - Re extending state of emergency (Streicker)

[N L0 £ o1 T

Amendment proposed (Cathers), .......cccceeeveieie e,
Amendment negatived (Division), ........cccceeeeeiiiie e,

Motion agreed to (DiVISION), .......ccceeiriiiiieriiiiee e

2020 Fall Sitting

No. 378 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators (McPhee)

[N L0] 1oL TR

HANSON, LIZ

Questions, oral:

Affordable childCare, ...........cccoiiiiii e
AIr traffic CONrol SEIVICES, .....covcvviiiiiiiiieie e
Alaska Highway corridor upgrades, ......cccccccevvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee,
COVID-19 pandemic impact on education system, ..........ccccccevveeernnnns
COVID-19 pandemic impact on Yukon tourism, ..........cccccccveereeennnnns
COVID-19 pandemic - public servants working from home, ................
Dawson regional land use planning, ........ccccccoviiieiiiiiieeeiiieee e
Government of Yukon auxiliary-on-call employees, .........ccccccccvvvvvnnnns
Hospital StAffiNg, ...coeieeiiiiie e
Hospitalization related to youth alcohol consumption (Hanson), .........
Information management and protection of privacy legislation, ..........
Legal aid FuNiNG, ..coooiveeeiiiiee e
Paid sick leave rebate program, ........ccccccveeeiiiiiee i
Secure MediCal UNIL, ....ooeeveeieieieieeeee e
ShINGIES VACCING, ...eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et

Supportive housing for women and children, ...........cccccoiiinnn,

Xiv
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HANSON, LIZ (continued)

Questions, oral:

Transitional housing for female INMAtES, ......cccovviiiiiiiiii e 2193
Whitehorse Correctional Centre policy on safe physical contact with inmates, ........... 1865
Whitehorse Correctional Centre rehabilitation and reintegration of inmates, .............. 2223
Whitehorse Emergency Shelter SEIVICES, ......ccuviiiiiiiieiiiiiie et 1324
Yukon Water Board wetlands hearing, .........cccccoueiieiiiiiciiiic e 1683

Speaks on:
Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Second Reading, 1210

Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Second Reading, ...........cc........ 1779
Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Third Reading, ..........cccccccvvuvnns 2133
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Second Reading, ........cccccvvvvvvvennnnnnns 1556
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Third Reading, ........ccccccvvvvvvivineninnnnns 2076
Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ........ccccoocvveeenne 1879

Bill No. 16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015: Second Reading, ...1816
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020): Second

== o [ o T PERRP 1659
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020): Third
Y= 1o 11 T 2104
Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvvvinnnnns 1328
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvvnnnnns 1550
Ministerial statements:
Alaska Highway improvements, ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1383
Government employees working from home, ..........cccocciiiiii 2190
Kwanlin Diin First Nation community hub, .........cccoociiiiiie e 2010
Kwanlin Diuin First Nation Lands Act 2020, ........cooiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiieeeeee e 1565
Online ProCuremMENt SYSTEIM, ......uuuuuuruiuieieieininiaiernrnrerererernreraerer————————. 1679
Representative public service strategic plan, .........ccccooeeiiii 1920
Tourism relief and reCovery Plan, ... 2367
Tourism relief Program, ... 1449
Xplornet CONtINUE SEIVICE, ....uuviiieeiiiiiiiiieeie s e etie e e e s e e e e e e e snnaeeeeeee s 1771
YUKON @viation iNAUSEIY, ..ooiieeiiiieiee et e e e e e e e nnreee e e e s 1802
YUKON Standard TIiME, ....ccceeeiiiiieiiiiiee e eee e 1653

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, 1275, 1278
Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, 1297, 1305

Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ............cccccoeeeeen. 1627

XV
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HANSON, LIZ (continued)
Speaks on:

Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon

strategy for climate change, energy and a green eConomy, .......ccccccceeevvcuvvneeeennn. 2182
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fisSheries, ........ccccccveeiiiiiiiieiee e, 1520
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, ..................... 1525

Motion No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism
FECOVETY PlANNING, .eeiiieiiiiiieiie ittt 1750, 1758
Motion No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine,
= 0 S o] ] S U 2055
Motion No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers, ....... 2049

Motion No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the

comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and social programs and services, ..... 2451
Motion No. 358 - Re rent-increase MOratoriUm, .........oceuvvieeieeeieeiriiiieieeeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeens 2313
Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of emMergency, .......cccccccvvvieeeinineeennnnnn. 2230, 2232

Motion No. 378 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators, 2373
Motion respecting Committee REPOrts NO. 1, ...ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1958

HASSARD, STACEY

Questions, oral:

Alaska Highway COrridor UPGrades, ..ot 1743
Cannabis retail SAIES, .......uvuiiiiiiieee e e e eaas 1418
(O T aF=1 o] IS =Y =T | ] (0] (<Y 1987
Civil Emergency Measures Act implementation reVieW, ...........ccccccvevereinininiminnnnnnnnn. 2278
Community banking SErvices CONLIACT, ............uuuieruiuiuiuiniiiiinieinierninreierernr————.. 1623
COVID-19 pandemic business relief funding, .........ccccccccvvvnvninnnnns 1921, 2220, 2368, 2465
COVID-19 pandemic CONtACt traCiNg, ...........cuverururmruimrmrninininrnrnrnrnrnrninrernrnn—————. 2340
COVID-19 pandemic impact on alcohol and drug ServiCes, ......cccccccvvevvvieereeeesinncenennn. 1258
COVID-19 pandemic impact ON ECONOIMY, ......eiiiiiiieeiiiiiieeiiieeeearreeeessireeessneeeessneeeas 1223
COVID-19 pandemic impact on education SYStem, .........ccceeveveiiiiineniniieeennnnns 1353, 1594
COVID-19 pandemic impact on YUKON tOUFISM, ......eviiiiiiieiiiiiie e 1482
COVID-19 pandemic public health measures, ..........cccccoiiiiii e 2040
COVID-19 pandemic - public servants working from home, ...........ccocciiiiinininnne. 1655
COVID-19 pandemic - support for vulnerable communities, ..........cccccoieeiieiniiniininnn. 1189
COVID-19 pandemic - Yukon highway border enforcement, ..........ccccocooeiiiiiiinnnnen. 1954
(1@ VT K B (= 1 o TR PSR 2011
COVID-19 testing for Children, ........oooociiiiiieee e e 2310

XVi
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HASSARD, STACEY (continued)

Questions, oral:

COVID-19 VACCINEG, ..eeiiiiiieiiiiieeeiiiiee e stiee e steee e s steee e s steeeessbaeeeeans 2070, 2127, 2192, 2249
(D= ] o1 (=T g il o] {3 o] (0] =X ¥H PSPPI 1894
Diesel energy generation COSLS, ......cccuuiiiieeeiiiiiiiiiieeie e e e e sstnree e e e e s e snnrnreeeeeeeeeeanns 1356, 1384
FiSCal MANAGEIMENT, .....oiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e sreeea e 1680
Health care staff housing in COMMUNILIES, ........ocviiiiiiiiiieiie e 1450
HOSPItAl STATTING, .vveeeiiiiiee i 1480
Panache Ventures return on investment, ..........cccccccvvviiiiiiieenee e, 1803, 1834, 1864
Parks strategy review Of fEES, .....oiiiiiiiiiie e 1570
Queen’s Printer Agency and Central StOres SErviCES, .......covvviieiiiiereiiiiieeesiiieeesseeeens 2523
R0ss River SChool remediation, ............coiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 1509
Secure MEdiCal UNIL, ..oooooiiiiiiiiee e e e 1709, 1739
Semi-automatic AR-10 rifles PUrChase, .......cccccoooiiiiiiiiiei e 1986
Southern Lakes enhancement ProjJECE, .........c.eioiiueeeeiiiiieeiiiiiee e e e 1837
Yukon First Nation procurement POliCY, ........cccccovivieeiiiieeeeiiineeenns 2371, 2400, 2430, 2493
Yukon Liberal Party support for alcoholic beverage industry, .........cccocceeeinieiennnnnn. 2098

Speaks on:
Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Third Reading, .... 1809

Ministerial statements:

Alaska Highway improvVemeENtS, .....ccccoeeeii i 1382
2= T8 20 1o [ o 1952
Energy supply and demand, ... 1536
Government employees working from home, ..........cccocciiiiii 2189
= T To [ o Loa 7= [ o 1= o | 2069
LODDBYISt FEQISIIY, ooeeeeeee e 1508
Online ProCuremMENt SYSTEIM, ......uuuuuuruiuieieieininiaiernrnrerererernreraerer————————. 1678
Safe Restart AQre€MENT, .........uuuuuuiuiiieieieieieieieierarerere e ———————————— 1187
Wildfire management for Yukon communities, .......ccccccevviciiiiieieeeeniiciiiieennn, 1286
Xplornet CONtINUE SEIVICE, ....uuviiieeiiiiiiiiieeie s e etie e e e s e e e e e e e snnaeeeeeee s 1770
YUKON @viation iNAUSEIY, ..ooiieeiiiieiee et e e e e e e e nnreee e e e s 1801
YUKORN DAYS, .iieeeiiiiitiieiiee e s s ieiietie et e e et s st e e e e e e s st taneeeeeeesnnntntneeaaeesesnnnsnenneeaes 2277
Yukon Resource Gateway project agreement with Little Salmon Carmacks First
NN F= 11T TR PP PETTP 2097

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, 1280, 2289

Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1299

XVii
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HASSARD, STACEY (continued)
Speaks on:

Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education

Supports During the COVID-19 PandemiC, ........cccivereeeeiiiiiiiieireee e s ceiiiieeee e e e 1306
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ......... 1407, 1628, 1931
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fiSheries, .........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiieie e 1517
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, .................... 1525

Motion No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine,
AN SPIFIES, +eeeeeiteiie ettt ettt e e s e e s e e e e e neee 2056

HUTTON, DON (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER, CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Speaks on:
Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Second Reading, ................. 1573
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccevvveeeenne 1240
Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education
Supports During the COVID-19 PandemicC, ........cccceeeeieiiie i, 1313
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fiSheries, ..........ccocvciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 1515

Motion No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine,
AN SPINIES, oiee e —————— 2056
Motion No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the
comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and social programs and services, 2433, 2455
Motion respecting Committee Reports NO. 1, ....c.ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1957

ISTCHENKO, WADE
Questions, oral:
COVID-19 pandemic business relief funding, ..1684, 1712, 1804, 1984, 2130, 2158, 2369

COVID-19 pandemic impact ON ECONOIMY, ......eiiiiirieeiiiiiieeiiieeeeareeeessbreeessneeeesseeeeas 1654
COVID-19 pandemic impact on Yukon tourism, .................. 1192, 1290, 1483, 1509, 1569
COVID-19 pandemic public health measures for hospitality industry, ............... 2282, 2468
COVID-19 pandemic self-isolation reqUIremMents, ..........coooiuuveiiiieeiiiniiiiieieee e 1953
Haines, Alaska natural diSaster relief, ..........oouuuiiiii i 2191
MOOSE MANAGEIMENT, ..t e ettt e et e e ta b a e e e aeeeanban e e e eaeaeees 2074
Pharmacare COVEIAQE, ...cccuuriiiieeeie ittt e e e s s te et e e e s e et e e e e e e s e s st eeeeeeee s e e nnnrannneeees 1897
Whitehorse Waterfront TrollEY, .......ueevieeiiiiiiiiiieie e r e e e e 1387
Yukon Fish and Game Association funding, .........cccueeeiiiaiiiiiii e 2044

Xviii
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ISTCHENKO, WADE (continued)

Speaks on:

Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Second Reading, ................. 1571
Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Third Reading, ...........cc........ 1988
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, ............ccccvveeennn. 1236
Ministerial statements:
Arctic National Wildlife RefUGE, .......ccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2428
Cannabis legalization Update, ..........c.oceeeeiiiiiieiiiee e 1417
Fortymile caribou harvest management plan, ..........ccccccoviiieiniiie e, 2219
Marshall Creek subdivision development, .........cccccccvieieeeeeiiiiiciiieee e 1320
Tourism relief and recovery plan, ..., 2367
Tourism relief Program, ..o 1448
Youth Panel on Climate Change, .....ccoooeieei i, 1221
N 401 o] 41 =ToTo] o1 )Y/ PSPPI 2518
Yukon employment rate and €CONOMY, ......cc.ceeiriiieeriiiiieeeiiiee et 1352
YUKON PArkS SIrAtE@QY, ...cccoicveeeeiiiiiieiiiiie ettt ettt 1256
Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1301
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, 1409, 1633, 1928, 1944
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, .............c....... 1530

Motion No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism
FECOVENY PlANNING, e 1755
Motion No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine,
= 0 S o1 ] ¢SSP 2051, 2058

KENT, SCOTT

Questions, oral:

ATAC Resources tote road project, ......ccccccceveveveieveiiienenennn. 2099, 2131, 2160, 2195, 2281
Auditor General report on education SYSIEM, ........occceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1595
Consultation with SChOOl COMMUNILIES, ....coovveeiie e eees 2464
COVID-19 exposure notifications in SChoolS, ......cccccccevvvviiiiiieeee i, 2041, 2071, 2194
COVID-19 pandemic - funding to reopen SChoOoIS, .......ccccciiiiiiiiiiie i, 1258

COVID-19 pandemic impact on education system, ..1288, 1354, 1537, 1566, 1593, 1620,
1838, 1867, 1924

COVID-19 pandemic impact on mental health, ............cccooii 1190
COVID-19 pandemic public health measures announcements, ..........ccccccvveeeeeieennnen. 2012
COVID-19 pandemic public health measures for hospitality industry, ..........cc.cccoeueee.. 2221
COVID-19 tESHNG, «rvvrrereeeiiiirtieiieeeseiiiietieereeesssssteerreeeessaassrerrreeesssassnrereeeeessannes 1956, 2015
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KENT, SCOTT (continued)

Questions, oral:

Diesel energy generation COSES, .....cccvuiiiieeeiiiiiiiiireee e s e siirrer e e e e e s s ssnrrrereee e e s e s snraneeeeees 1321
Early learning and childcare programs, ........ccccccvveveeeeiiiiiiiineeee e 2250, 2399, 2494
Francophone high SChOOI, .........ccooiiiiiiiiii e 1657
Liard First Nation election, perceived interference by Yukon government, ................. 1385
Mining industry collaborative framework, ...........ccccciiiiiiiiiiie e 1835
MiniNg SECOr dEVEIOPMENT, ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e breee e 2524
Mining working group MAaNALES, ..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieee et esereee e 1422
Mixed-Use NOUSING PrOJECE, ..eevvieiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e s e snraneeeeee s 1864
R0ss River SChool remediation, ............coioiiiiiiiiiieie e 1357
o T T I 11 =31 o 2306, 2341
School busing operations communication to Parents, ...........cccccccvvererermrmimimimnnnnrn. 1709
Yol g ToTo] o= T o T- Tox | V78U P S PPRRR 1511, 1925
School sanitization health CONCEINS, .........ooovviiiiii e 1512
Teacher recruitment and reteNtiON, .........ouvuiiiii i e e 1772
Wood Street Centre School experiential programs relocation, ...........ccccoceeeeevriieeennn 1287
Yukon Energy Corporation general rate application, ..........ccccceeeveveieieieieie e, 1806, 2432
Speaks on:
Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ..........cccccuvvvenes 1878
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvvnnnnns 1547
Ministerial statements:
Le Centre scolaire secondaire communautaire Paul-Emile Mercier, .............. 1619
Mayo-McQuesten transmisSioNn lINE, .......cccuvviviieeiiiiee e 1832
School council elections and hoNOraria, ........cccceeeeveeeeiiieiiieee e, 1478
Yukon Energy Corporation general rate application, ...........ccccoeeeeeieeeieieieeennn, 1981

Yukon Energy Corporation grid-scale battery renewable electricity project, .. 2395

Yukon Energy Corporation’s 10-year renewable electricity plan, ................... 2491

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, . 1276

Motion No. 213 - Re member participation in sittings of the House via teleconference due

to COVID-19 during the 2020 Fall SittiNg, .......cccceeiiiiiieeiiiiee e 1195

Motion No. 214 - Re pairing of members for duration of the 2020 Fall Sitting, ........... 1196

Motion No. 215 - Re Assembly meeting via video conference during the 2020 Fall Sitting, ..1197
Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education

Supports During the COVID-19 PandemiC, ........cccuueeiieeiiiiiiiiiiiieee e eeiiiieee e e 1312

Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ......... 1404, 1639, 1643

XX
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KENT, SCOTT (continued)

Speaks on:

Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon
strategy for climate change, energy and a green eConomy, .......ccccccceeevvcuvvneeeennn. 2178
Motion No. 257 - Re appearance of witnesses from Putting People First review, ...... 1454

Motion No. 271 - Re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall

S]] o TR PP P PP PTPPPOPTP 1389
Motion No. 321 - Re Membership of Standing Committee on Public Accounts, ......... 1807
Motion No. 322 - Re scheduling of the 2020 Fall Sitting, .......cccooveeiiiiieeniiiieeeiieeeee 1808
Motion No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers, ....... 2048
Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of EMergency, ........cccccccvvvvvvrvieiermininininininnnnn. 2235

Motion No. 378 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators, ... 2373
Motion respecting Committee RepPOrts NO. 1, .......ouvivviiiiiiiiiriiiniiiniiieiiiereieirnn.. 1957

LEGISLATIVE RETURNS

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Response to Written Question No. 2 re: carbon price exemption for farm propane (Silver), 1185

Response to Written Question No. 22 re: website and visual identity costs for the Executive

CoUNCIl OFfICE (SHIVET), ettt et 1185
Response to Written Question No. 11 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
OF FINANCE (SIIVEL), .ttt e et e e et e e e s nbbeeeeans 1185
Response to Written Question No. 8 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department

of Education (MCPREE), ....ccooviii 1185
Response to Written Question No. 12 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
Of JUSLICE (MCPRNEE), oo 1185

Response to Written Question No. 16 re: website and visual identity costs for the Yukon
Liquor Corporation (StreiCKEN), .o 1185
Response to Written Question No. 23 re: website and visual identity costs for the French
Language Services Directorate (StreiCKEr), ....uuii it 1185
Response to Written Question No. 17 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
of Community SErvices (SIrEICKET), ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1185
Response to Written Question No. 13 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
Of ENVIFONMENT (FTOSL), ..eeiiiiiiiiiiiitiiie ettt e ettt e e e e e s nbb bt e e e e e e e nnneeees 1185
Response to Written Question No. 19 re: website and visual identity costs for the Yukon
HousiNg Corporation (FIOSL), .....cooeeeioiieiieiiiie ettt et e e e e 1185
Response to Written Question No. 9 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department

of Energy, Mines and Resources (Pillai), .........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1185
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)
29. Response to Written Question No. 14 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
of Economic Development (PIllai), ........coieiiiiiiriie e e e e 1185
30. Response to Written Question No. 15 re: website and visual identity costs for the Yukon
Development Corporation (Pillai), .....ccvuveiieeoiiiiiiiiecce e e e e snrr e e e e e 1185
31. Response to Written Question No. 18 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
of Tourism and Culture (MCLEAN), ......coiiiiiieeiiiiiee ettt e e sbeeee e 1185
32. Response to Written Question No. 5 re: website and visual identity costs for the Women'’s
DiIreCtorate (MCLEAN), ....eeeiiiiiiiieiiiiie ettt ettt e e s e bb e e e anb e e e e neee 1185
33. Response to Written Question No. 20 re: website and visual identity costs for the Public
Service ComMMISSION (MOSEYN), ocieiiie i 1185
34. Response to Written Question No. 21 re: website and visual identity costs for the Department
of Highway and Public WOrks (MOStYN), .....ccooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 1185
35. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate on
Vote 15, Health and Social Services, in Bill No. 204, Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20 -
breakdown Of @XPeNSES (FrOSL), ....cveeieiiiiiieiiiiee et 1447

36. Response to Written Question No. 6 re: expropriations of placer and quartz mining claims

(211> ) TSRS 1477
37. Response to Written Question No. 7 re: Yukon resource gateway spending (Pillai), ........ 1477
38. Response to Written Question No. 10 re: land withdrawals and staking bans (Pillai), ....... 1477
39. Response to oral question from Mr. Kent re: Ross River School remediation - bat infestation

(Y o111 ) TS PRSPPI 1477
40. Response to oral question from Ms. McLeod re: affordable housing - waitlist for social housing

(21 P PRSP OTPRPN 1506

41. Response to Motion for the Production of Papers No. 19 re: 22 Wann Road costs (Mostyn), . 1590
42. Response to oral question from Mr. Hassard re: diesel energy generation costs (Pillai), .. 1618
43. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20 -
Jersey DArriers (MOSLYN), ..ottt ettt e e e enreeas 1737
44. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20 —
variable message boards (MOSIYN), .....ooiiiiiiiiiiii e 1831
45. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to Motion No. 297
re: including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism recovery planning -
Visitor exit survey results (MCLEAN), ......ouoiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e 1892
46. Response to oral question from Mr. Kent re: School capacity - Porter Creek Secondary

School portable mould remediation (MOSTYN), ......ccoueiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2096
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

47. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
overhead SIgNS (MOSTYN), .ovveeiiiiiiiiiieeee e s s r e e e e e s e e e e e e s s s anbae e e e e e e e s ennnnranes 2096

48. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 51, Community Services, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
COIresSPONAENCE (SrEICKET), .iiuiiiiiiiiiei ittt e et e et e e e s nnneee e 2155

49. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
regional economic development exceptions (MOStYN), .......ccccvvirieeeeiniiiiiiieee e ervaee e 2218

50. Response to oral question from Mr. Hassard re: Semi-automatic AR-10 rifles purchase
(FrOS), oo ————————— 2218

51. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate

on Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - bison harvest

52. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate on

Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - water strategy

53. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20 -
Old Territorial Administration Building in Dawson City (MOStyn), ........cccceeveieie e, 2276

54. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - oultfitter
harvest quOtas 2020-21 (FrOSL), ..oicveeieiiiiiieiiiiie ettt 2276

55. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
MayO airpOrt 1I€ASE (IMOSLYN), ..uuvuuuruiuruiurniuiniernrernrnrnretnrnrernrnrnrernrarnrarerernrannearsrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnnes 2304

56. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
periodic motor vehicle inspector qualifications (MOStYN), ......ccccccoviiiiiiiiiieenriee e 2304

57. Response to Motion for the Production of Papers No. 21 re: Expenditures under “Operation
and Maintenance - COVID-19 Response” in Vote 15, Department of Health and Social
Services, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 (Frost), ....cccccceeeereiiiiieeeeeenn. 2304

58. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to general debate
on Vote 51, Community Services, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -

construction projects for Old Crow (StreiCKer), ... 2427
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

59. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - new
o7z L ] oo [0 10T 0 [0 FRN (] (0 1) o TSRS 2427

60. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - special guide
[ICENSES (FTOSL), teiiiuiiiiiiitiie ettt et e et e e et et e e e an bt e e e st e e e e anbneeeeneee 2427

61. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate on

Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - wetlands strategy

62. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 53, Energy, Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-
21 - anticipated royalties for placer and quartz mining (Pillai), ...........ccccoeeeiiieiii, 2461
63. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate on
Vote 53, Energy, Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
staff working from home (Pillai), ......cc.cooiiiiiiiii e 2461
64. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate on
Vote 53, Energy, Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Beaver River regional land use plan (Pillai), ..., 2461
65. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to a ministerial
statement re: Mayo-McQuesten Transmission Line (Pillai), ........ccccccveveviiiiiiiiiieeee, 2461
66. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Hassard related to a ministerial
statement re: land development (StreiCKer), ... 2461
67. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses from
the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board before Committee of the Whole
on November 10, 2020 (MCLEAN), ...cccvvviieieiiieiei e 2491
68. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. McLeod related to general debate
on Vote 11, Women's Directorate, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
COVID-19 cell phone program (MCLEAN), .....cuuviiiiiiiieiiiiee ettt 2516
69. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 54, Tourism and Culture, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - virtual
familiarization toUrs (IMCLEEAN), ......eiiiiiiiiie ittt e e e e s snneeeas 2516
70. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of the chief
medical officer of health as a witness before Committee of the Whole on December 17, 2020

- critical worker isolation requirements (StreiCKer), ... 2517
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

71. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 52, Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - wildlife
MONItONNG FUNAS (FIOSL), ..eeeeiiiiiieiiiiiee e e e 2517

72. Response to Motion No. 390 re: explanation of delay on the St. Elias Senior Society's
gathering PlAace (FIOSL), ..oiueiiiiiiiiee ittt et e e e e sbneee e 2517

73. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Robert Service Way bike crossing (MOSTYN), .occuvvviiiiee it e e e e e e e e 2517

74. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
brushing budget (MOSIYN), ....oueiieiiiiie e 2517

75. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - thermal fuel consumption for electricity generation in
P20 2 (11 = V) R PSSP 2517

76. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - days rental diesel units ran in 2020 (Pillai), .............. 2517

77. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - litres of diesel consumed in 2020 (Pillai), ................. 2517

78. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - rental diesel costs in 2021 Yukon Energy Corporation
general rate application (Pillai), .......cccccooviiiiiiiii 2517

79. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - costs
of inserting information in local publications (Pillai), .........cccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2517

80. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate on
Vote 53, Energy, Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Southeast Yukon transfer payment agreement amount and annual allowable cut limits
(211> ) TSRS 2517

81. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -

cannabis trade regulations (Pillai), .........ooouiiiiiiiii e 2517
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

82. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
business nominee program (Pillai), .......cccveireeeiiiiiiiiire e 2517

83. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Memorandum of Understanding with Republic of the Philippines (Pillai), ..........cccceeennee. 2517

84. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Yukon community program (Pillai), .........ooocuieirireeiiiiiiee e 2517

85. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
business incentive program rebates (Pillai), .........ccccoeee e, 2517

86. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - Yukon Energy's 2021 general rate application (Pillai), 2517

87. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - Southern Lakes enhanced storage surveys (Pillai), . 2517

88. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Hanson related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Whitehorse Emergency Shelter community safety planning (Pillai), ..........cccccconiiiinninnn. 2517

89. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - costs of planning proposed liquefied natural gas, diesel
or blended-fuel plant (Pillai), .......ccoovviiiiiiii 2517

90. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
business relief program (Pillai), .......ccoooiiiiiiii 2517

91. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate
on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 -
Yukon essential workers income support program (Pillai), ........ccccovvveeeiiiiieiniiieeeinieeeens 2517

92. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related to general debate

on Vote 7, Economic Development, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 - paid

Sick leave rebate (Pillai), .......oooi i 2517
93. Response to oral question from Mr. Hassard re: Panache Ventures return on investment
(211> T T USRI 2517
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

94. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses from
the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of
the Whole on December 15, 2020 - detailed analysis of fuel choices considered for the 20-
megawatt thermal facility (Pillai), ........coocoimiiiieei e 2517

95. Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses from the
Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before Committee of the
Whole on December 15, 2020 - cost options for the 20-megawatt thermal facility (Pillai), ...... 2517

McLEAN, JEANIE
Speaks on:

Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Second Reading, ... 1197, 1205

Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Third Reading, ..... 1808, 1812

Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Second Reading, 1210

Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Third Reading, .... 1777

Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvnnnnns 1242

Ministerial statements:

Kwanlin Diin First Nation community hub, ..........cccoccoiiiiieeiiiiiieen, 2010, 2011
Tourism relief and recovery plan, ........cccocveveeiiiici e 2366, 2367
Tourism relief Program, ... 1448, 1449
Yukon's MMIWG2S+ Strategy, «.ocooeeeeeie e e 2338, 2339

Motion No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism
FECOVENY PlANNING, e 1752
Motion No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers, ....... 2049
Point of personal privilege re: name change, ........cccocviiiiiiiiii e 1181

McLEOD, PATTI

Questions, oral:

Affordable NOUSING, ......eeeiieiieei e e e 1451
COVID-19 pandemic mandatory mask pPOliCY, .........eeeieieiriiiiiiiiiiiee e 2128
COVID-19 pandemic - support for vulnerable communities, .........cccccccvvvveeeeeiiccnnnnnn, 1222
COVID-19 pandemic - Yukon highway border enforcement, ...........cccocooeiiiiiiiinnnen. 1260
(1@ VT K B (= 1 o TR PSR 2253
COVID-19 testing for Children, .........ooociiiiiieee e 2343
COVID-19 VACCING, eiiiieiiiiitiiieie e ettt e ettt e e e e e e et et e e e e e e e s anbabeeeeaaeaeanns 2102, 2157
Early learning and childcare programs, ........occueeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2521
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McLEOD, PATTI (continued)

Questions, oral:

Lo o To JE=T=To U ] /5N SRRSO 1453

Hospital Staffing, ..uveeeeeeiiiie e 1481, 1541, 1740

Many Rivers Counselling and SUPPOrt SEIVICES, ......ccooviiiriiriiee e 1419

Psychiatric treatment in YUKON, ........ouuiiiiiiiiiiiie et 2431

Seniors’ costs for long-term care and camping fees, .......cccoouveviiiiiiieiiieee e, 2497

Southeast YUKON fOrestry Plan, .........oooieiiiiiiiiieiiee e 1624
Speaks on:

Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Second Reading, 1199
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccccvvvnnnnns 1545
Ministerial statements:

Canada-Yukon housing benefit, .........cccccciuiviiiiiiiiiiii e, 1738
Housing initiatives fUNd, .........oooiiiiiiee e 2038
Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1302

Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education

Supports During the COVID-19 PandemiC, ........cccceeeiiiiiieiiiiiie e 1311
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ......... 1411, 1625, 1630
Motion No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, ........ 1744, 1749

McPHEE, TRACY-ANNE
Speaks on:
Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Second Reading, 1202
Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act: Third Reading, .... 1810

Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Second Reading, ........... 1778, 1779
Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015: Third Reading, ............... 2133, 2134
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Second Reading, .................... 1555, 1556
Bill No. 12 - Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020): Third Reading, .........c.ccccovuuve.. 2075, 2076

Bill No. 16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015: Second Reading, 1813, 1817
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020): Second

== Lo [ o SR 1659, 1660
Bill No. 17 - Enduring Powers of Attorney and Related Amendments Act (2020):

THIrd REAGING, «.veeeeieeiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e 2103, 2104
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, ...........ccccvveeeeenn. 1244

Ministerial statements:
Le Centre scolaire secondaire communautaire Paul-Emile Mercier, ....1618, 1620

School council elections and honoraria, ........cccceeeeveeeeiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 1478, 1479
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McPHEE, TRACY-ANNE (continued)
Speaks on:
Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency
=Y o =] F= Ui o USRS 1275, 2285, 2290
Motion No. 213 - Re member patrticipation in sittings of the House via teleconference due
to COVID-19 during the 2020 Fall SittiNg, ........ccceeeriiiieeiiiiieeeiee e 1194
Motion No. 214 - Re pairing of members for duration of the 2020 Fall Sitting, ........... 1196
Motion No. 215 - Re Assembly meeting via video conference during the 2020 Fall Sitting, ..1197
Motion No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education
Supports During the COVID-19 PandemiC, .......ccccivrvieeeiiiiiiiieieee e e s cciiiieeee e e e 1314
Motion No. 257 - Re appearance of witnesses from Putting People First review, ...... 1454

Motion No. 271 - Re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall

SN, e ———————————— 1389
Motion No. 321 - Re Membership of Standing Committee on Public Accounts, ......... 1807
Motion No. 322 - Re scheduling of the 2020 Fall Sitting, .......c.cooveeiiiiieiiiiieeiieeeee 1808
Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of EMErgency, .......cccccciviiieeiiiiieee e 2230

Motion No. 378 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators, 2372, 2373

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Frost, Pauline

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Istchenko/White), .......cccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e 2427
Canada-Yukon housing benefit (McCLeOd/WHhILE), ........ccceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 1737
Eliza Building (HasSard/WhIt€), ..........uuuuuuruuiriieiiieriieieisisisesisrsesrsrsenrsrsrnrnenennnn.. 1951
Fortymile caribou harvest management plan (Istchenko/White), ........cccccccvvvvvinininnnnns 2219
Housing initiatives fund (MCLEOA/WHILE), .......ccoiiuiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 2038
Yukon Parks Strategy (IStchenko/WHhIte), .......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1255
McLean, Jeanie
Kwanlin Din First Nation community hub (Van Bibber/Hanson), ...........cccccccvvvvininnnns 2010
Tourism relief and recovery plan (Istchenko/Hanson), .........cccccccviiiiiniininiiee e, 2366
Tourism relief program (Istchenko/Hanson), ... 1448
Yukon’s MMIWG2S+ strategy (Van Bibber/White), ........cccoooiiis 2338

McPhee, Tracy-Anne
Le Centre scolaire secondaire communautaire Paul-Emile Mercier (Kent/White), ...... 1618
School council elections and honoraria (Kent/White), ........ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiieinieie e, 1478
Mostyn, Richard

Alaska Highway Improvements (Hassard/Hanson), ........cccccoouiiieiianininiiiieeeeeeeeeas 1382
Government employees working from home (Hassard/Hanson), .........ccccccceveeevieenenen. 2189
Online procurement system (Hassard/HanSoN), ........cocceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1678
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS (continued)

Representative public service strategic plan (Van Bibber/Hanson), ...........cccccovieeeenne 1919
Xplornet continued service (Hassard/Hanson), ......cccccccceeviiiiiiiieeie s 1770
Yukon aviation industry (Hassard/HanS0oN), .........ccccccvveeeiiiiiiiiereeeeessssieeeeeee e e s s 1801

Yukon Resource Gateway project agreement with Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation

(HaSSArd/WRILE), .....eeiiiiiiiii ettt s 2096
Pillai, Ran;
2020 Yukon Agriculture Policy (Cathers/WhiIte), ........coccvviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 1590
Energy supply and demand (Hassard/WhiIte), .........cccuveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieee e 1535
Lastraw Ranch agricultural land lease (Cathers/White), ........ccccccevvcvvveeeeeeeiiiiciiieeenn, 1892
Mayo-McQuesten transmission line (Kent/WHhIite), ............uuvvvuveimiiimiiieinininininininininnnn. 1832
Yukon economy (Istchenko/WHhite), .........cccooviiiiiiiii e, 2517
Yukon employment rate and economy (Istchenko/White), .........cccceeeveiii, 1351
Yukon Energy Corporation general rate application (Kent/White), .........ccccovevveernnnnnn. 1981
Yukon Energy Corporation grid-scale battery renewable electricity project (Kent/White), . 2395
Yukon Energy Corporation’s 10-year renewable electricity plan (Kent/White), ........... 2491
Silver, Sandy
Lobbyist registry (HasSard/WhIt€), ..........uuuuueruruueieirieieiiisieieirisesnsrsesrsrnrerennrninnn.. 1507
Safe Restart Agreement (Hassard/WHhite), .........ccccccuuiiiuiuinimimiiininiiieiinnininrnnnnnnnnnnnnn. 1187
Youth Panel on Climate Change (Istchenko/White), ..........ccccoeeiiiiiii e, 1220
Yukon Days (Hassard/WhIte), .....ccooieieie e 2277
Yukon Forum (Van Bibber/WhiIte), .......coccuuiiiiiiiiiii e 2305
Streicker, John
Cannabis legalization update (IStchenko/WhiIte), ..........cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 1417
F.H. Collins Secondary School track and field facility (Van Bibber/White), ................ 1707
Kwanlin Din First Nation Lands Act 2020 (Van Bibber/Hanson), ...........cccccccvivvvinnnn, 1564
Land development (HassSard/WHhite), ..............euuueviuiiiriiiriiieirieisieisinirierereeninen... 2068
Mandatory mask use in indoor public spaces (Van Bibber/White), ............cccccccvvvnnnns 2126
Marshall Creek subdivision development (Istchenko/White), ........cccocoveeiiiieiiiiinnnnne 1319
Mount Sima snow-making and electrical infrastructure upgrade (Cathers/White), ..... 2155
Safe Restart Agreement COVID-19 funding (Van Bibber/White), ........ccccccoviiinnnnnn. 2462
Sate of emergency in Yukon (Cathers/WhIte), .......ccovviviiiiiiiiieiiiie e 2248
Wildfire management for Yukon communities (Hassard/White), ..........cccccccceeeviiinnnnen. 1285

Yukon highway border enforcement agreement with Liard First Nation (Van
BIDDEIIWRITE), .. 1862
Yukon Standard Time (Van Bibber/Hanson), .........cccccooioiieee 1652

XXX



Third Session, 34" Legislature Index 2020 Fall Sitting

MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED

In recognition of ReMEMBDIanCe DAY, ........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1831

MOSTYN, RICHARD

Speaks on:

Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Second Reading, ........cccccceeevivveeenne 1328
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccvvvveeenne 1552
Ministerial statements:
Alaska Highway improvements, .........ccccoviereiniiiee e 1382, 1383
Government employees working from home, .......cccccccovvviiiiineeenie 2189, 2190
Online procuremMent SYSEIM, ......cceeiiiiiiiiiieie e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e anes 1678, 1679
Representative public service strategic plan, .........ccccccvviieiiniieeennnn 1919, 1921
Xplornet CoNtiNUEd SEIVICE, ......vuiiiieiiiiiiiiieeie e e e 1770, 1771
YUKOn aviation iNAUSEIY, ..oooceiiiiieiee i e e 1801, 1802
Yukon Resource Gateway project agreement with Little Salmon Carmacks First
NN = 11T o TS PRRPPR 2096, 2098
Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1294
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, ..................... 1523
Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of EMEergency, ......cccccciiieiiiiiieee e 2233

MOTIONS (see GOVERNMENT MOTIONS, MOTIONS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF PAPERS,
MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT
MOTIONS, MOTIONS OF URGENT AND PRESSING NECESSITY, MOTIONS RESPECTING
COMMITTEE REPORTS, MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF and PROCEDURAL MOTIONS)

MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
No. 4 - Re appearance of witnesses from the Yukon Workers' Compensation Health and
Safety Board (McPhee)

101V =T o TP PP 1839

(DT o= L= T TP PUP PP 1839

Y (o] Te] g = To | (=T=To N (o TP PP PP 1839
No. 5 - Re appearance of withesses from the Yukon Hospital Corporation (Streicker)

10 1Yo 1958

(1< o= (R 1958

[0 1 T0] g = Vo | ==Y o I (o TR PSS 1958
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MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (continued)

No. 6 - Re appearance of withesses from Yukon University (McPhee)

1o Y=o PSP TTRPPRTTPPRN 2077
(D= o= (TSP UPPRTRPPRN 2077
[0} 10 g = Ve | (==Y I (o TR SRRSO 2077

No. 7 - Re appearance of withesses from Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon

Energy Corporation (McPhee)

1101V =T o R TP EUP PRI 2403

[T o= L= TP EUP PRI 2403

[0} 1 T0] g I= Vo | (=T=To I (o TR SRR 2403
No. 8 - Re appearance of Yukon's Chief Medical Officer of Health as a witness (McPhee)

1Y [0V =T o AT P PP PR POPPPPPI 2469

DDA, ..eeiiieie ittt e e e s r e e e e e s e reeaae s 2469

[0 1 Te] g = To | ==Y I (o TR RSO 2469

MOTIONS OF URGENT AND PRESSING NECESSITY
No. 2 - Re COVID-19 vaccine distribution to the territories (Cathers)
Unanimous consent to call motion pursuant to Standing Order 28 requested (Not
ranted), cooeeeee e ——————————— 2191

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

No. 19 - Re medical travel (McLeod)

NOTICE, reeeeiitt ettt ettt et s ket e st e e ettt e e et e s e e e e e e e e 16
DEIDALE, ..eii e 97-118

Amendment proposed (WhIt€), .......ccoviviiiiiiiiiie 105
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Mostyn), ........ccccccvvvnnns 118
Removed from Order PAPEL, .........uuueiiieiiiiiiieiiieieieeaisieeeiseseserrersrererereeren———. 1181

No. 31 - Re north Klondike Highway (Hutton)

NOTICE, ettt ettt ettt e et e e e et e e e e e e bt e e e e a et e e e e et e e e b e e e e e e e e e e 121
DEDALE, .ot 190-214

Amendment propoSed (CAtherS), ......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiaee e 202
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Kent), .........ccccceeeeennnee 214

No. 113 - Re opposing the confiscation of firearms (Istchenko)

N o1 o] = T PP UPPPPPPPPPRN 706
DEDALE, .ot 794-798
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (Cathers), ..o 798
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MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)

No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities (White)

N 0] (Tt = PP P PRSPPI PRRTRN 1220
DEDALE, ..o 1292-1306
Amendment proposed (MOSEYN), ..eccciviiiiiiiieee e e e e e 1296
AmMEeNdmMENt AQreed 10, ...uueiiiiiiiiiie it 1300
Motion, as amended, agre@d 10, ........cccceiiiiiieiiiiiiee e 1306

No. 230 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Mental Health and Education Supports
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Hassard)

[N To) o= TSP TTURPRTTPPRN 1252
(D= o= (T PP PP 1306-1316
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (MCPRhEE), .........vuivriiririririiiniiiniiiiiniernieinrnininnnnnnnnn. 1316
No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon (Adel)
[N 0] 1oL TR 1318
(D L= o= (TR PR 1389-1412
Amendment proposed (Cathers), ... 1402
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (McLeod), .........c..c..... 1413
(D= o= (T PSPPI 1625-1646
Amendment negatived (DiVISION), .....cccoooeiiiiii i, 1628
Amendment proposed (Hassard), ..o 1630
Amendment negatived (DiVISION), .....ccoooieiiiiiii e, 1643
Amendment proposed (KENL), ......ocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 1645
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Streicker), ................. 1646
(L= o= (TR 1926-1945
Amendment negatived (DIVISION), .......coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1940
Amendment proposed (WhIt), ....ccoeveeieiii i, 1940
Amendment negatived (DiVISION), .....ccoooieiiiiiii e, 1944
Motion agreed tO (DIVISION), ........uuuuuerurerererererereiereeneerrrerrerrrerreree—————————————————————. 1946

No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon strategy for

climate change, energy and a green economy (Gallina)

[N L0 {01 T 1318
(1= o= (TR 1946-1948
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (Galling), ......cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1948
(DT o (USRS URTORRRTOTN 2161-2184

Amendment proposed (KENL), ....couiii it 2179
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Frost), .........ccccceeeeen. 2184

XXXiii



Third Session, 34" Legislature Index 2020 Fall Sitting

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)

No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic (McLeod)

[N o 1o T PP P TP PP T TUTPPPRPPPPPPN 1382
(DT o T (=SSR URTORRSTRON 1744-1749
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......icueeiiiiiieeiiiiiee ettt e et e e e srreee e 1750
No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fisheries (White)

NOTICE, it e e s e e s e e e a s 1448
(DT o T (=SSR URTORRSTRON 1513-1521

Amendment proposed (HULEON), .....ocueiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 1515

AMeNdmMENt Agreed 10, .....ccoviiiiiiiiiiie e 1517
Motion, as amended, agreed to (DIVISION), .....ccuueiiiieeiiiiiiiiiieee e 1521

No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry (Van Bibber)

N[0} 1[N 1473
D L= o= £ TS PRRR 1521-1530
Amendment proposed (MOSEYN), ...cocuueeiiiiiriieiiiiiee et 1524
Amendment agreed to (DIVISION), ...c.eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1526
Amendment proposed (StreiCKer), ... 1527
AMeNdmMENt agreed 10, .....ceoviiiiiiiiiiie e 1527
Motion, as amended, agreed to (DIVISION), .....ccuueiiieeeiiiiiiiieeee e e 1530

No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism recovery

planning (Hanson)

N[0} 1o 1618

D L= o= (TS 1750-1758

Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......icvueeiiiiiieei ittt e et e e baeee e 1758
No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine, and spirits

(Istchenko)

N[0} 1o 2005

D1 o = (TS 2051-2058

Motion negatived (DIVISION), ......icuueeeiiiiiieeiiiiee et e ettt e et e e et eeesnreeeeean 2059
No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers (White)

N[0} £ 2005

D 1<Y o = (TS 2045-2051

Motion negatived (DIVISION), ......icvueeei ittt e et e e et e e e s nbaeeeesnreeeeean 2051
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MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)
No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the comprehensive review

of Yukon’s health and social programs and services (Hutton)

N0 (T = PP PPR PR PPRTIN 2068
DEDALE, ... 2433-2456

Amendment proposed (Cathers), .....c..oiciiiiieiiiie e 2446
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Gallina), ...........ccc..... 2456

No. 358 - Re rent-increase moratorium (White)

[T ] 1o TPt 2155
(D= o= (T PP PPR 2311-2319
Motion negatived (DIVISION), ........uuuuueeurerererererereeeeeenererreerrrrrerrernerre—————————————————. 2320

MOTIONS RESPECTING COMMITTEE REPORTS
No. 1 - Re concurrence in the 215 Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to

Major Government Boards and Committees (Adel)

[\ o] 1o PP PSP PPURRPPPPPRIN 1187
Notice to call motion as government-designated business (McPhee), .........cccccccvvnns 1926
DEDALE, .eeiiiiei ittt e e e e e e e e e 1957-1958
1Y Lo 1o g = Vo | == o 1N (o TRt 1958

MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF

Cathers
Motions No. 15, 16, 68, 84, 144 and 148, ........cocoeeeiiiiieeeiitiiee e iiieee e siiee e staee e sraeea e 1181
Motions No. 102, 109, 264, 265 and 266, ..........ccceeeeriireeeiiiiieeeiiieeeesiieeeesnineeessineeaeans 1675
MOLION INO. 87, .ttt e et e e e s e s b e e e e e e e s e s anbneeeeaaeas 1767
Motion No. 372 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEr), ...c..eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2275
Motion No. 394 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEr), ...c.ueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2489
Gallina
1Y o u o] g ER NN o TR = o o N 0 2 SR 1181
Hanson
MOLIONS NO. 95 ANA 164, ...oeeiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt e e e e s e eanbeeeeeaaeas 1181
MOLION NO. 105, ..eeiiiiiiiieite ettt e e e et e e e e e e s e st b e e e e e e e e e aanbnneeeeaans 1445
MOLION INO. B4, ittt e e e e e bbb e e e e e e s e st bt e e e e e e e e e snnbaneeeaaens 2515
Hassard
1Yo 110 10 Ao TR 1181
17011 0] o T N o TR 5 1675
1Yo 10 10 N0 TG 127 S 2365
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MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF (continued)
Hutton

MOtION NO. 53, oo

Istchenko

Motions No. 160 and 161, ........cccoevvveiimrerierenneennen
Motion No. 390 (not placed on Notice Paper), ...........
MOtION NO. 368, ..eeeieieeiiiiiiiiiiee e

Kent

Motions No. 136 and 139, ......ccccccvvviiiiieieiiieee e,
Motion No. 293 (not placed on Notice Paper), ...........
MOotion NO. 240, .....ooviiiiii i
Motion No. 371 (not placed on Notice Paper), ...........
MOtion NO. 239, ....oeiiiiiiii e

McLeod

Motions No. 18, 19, 153 and 156, ........ccceeeevvvevvvnnnnnnn.
Motions No. 242, 243 and 244, .......ccccoeeeveeeveeevnrnnnnnn..
Motions NO. 241 and 366, ........ccceevvevvevieereeereeiiiinnn,

Van Bibber

MOLION NO. 142, ..oveeiiiieeee e

White

MOtioN NO. 125, ..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
MOtION NO. 222, .o
MOtION NO. 221, oo
Motion No. 356 (not placed on Notice Paper), ...........
Motions NO. 367 and 377, ...ueeeeieeeieeeiieee e
MOtIoN NO. 251, ..ooiiiiiiiiiiiie e

NOTICE OF GOVERNMENT-DESIGNATED BUSINESS

2020 Fall Sitting

Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 1 to be called as government-designated business

(MCPREE), ooiiiiiiiee e

NOTICE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Government private members' business

Order of business for October 14, 2020 (McPhee), ...
Order of business for October 28, 2020 (McPhee), ...

Order of business for November 18, 2020 (McPhee),
Order of business for December 16, 2020 (McPhee),
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NOTICE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS (continued)

Opposition private members' business

Order of business for October 7, 2020 (White/Kent), .......cccovvevreeeriiiiiiiiiieeee e 1262
Order of business for October 21, 2020 (White/Kent), .......ccccvceveeeeiiiiiiiieeeeee e, 1484
Point of personal privilege correcting motion number identified (Kent), ......... 1484
Order of business for November 4, 2020 (KenNt/WhIte), ........cccceeiiiiiieiiieeeiiiiie e 1713
Order of business for November 25, 2020 (White/Kent), ........ccccoovvereiiieeeiiiiieenniieen 2016
Order of business for December 9, 2020 (White/Kent), ........cccccoruieieiiieeeiiiieeenniieen 2282
PETITIONS
No. 2 - Re Location of the music, art and drama (MAD) program (White)
[ (ST 1 (=To R ORRN 1285
[ LETod= 1Y/ <o PR 1318
RESPONSE (IMCPRNEE), oveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieiete ettt ee e e e eeee e eaes e enessnenensnsnennnnnrnrnnns 1534
No. 3 - Re Tagish River Habitat Protection Area (Van Bibber)
PrESENTEM, ..t e e e s aaeas 1477
RECEIVEM, ...t e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e eeae s 1507
RESPONSE (FIOSL), .eeiiiiiiieiiiiiee ittt e et e et e e e st e e e sbreeeean 1706
No. 4 - Re Location of Wood Street Centre programs (White)
[ CTST= 1 (=T R 1831
RECEIVEM, ...t e e e e st b et e e e e e e e aab e e e aa s 1861
RESPONSE (IMCPRNEE), .oeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieie ittt ee s e e tsbees e eeesenesesenesennnrnrnrnnns 2067

PILLAI, RANJ

Speaks on:

Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, ................ 1251, 1542

Ministerial statements:
2020 Yukon Agriculture POIICY, .........uuuvieiuiiiiieieiiiiininieinininenrnnennnennn. 1590, 1592
Energy supply and demand, .........ccccccooiiiiiiiii e 1535, 1537
Lastraw Ranch agricultural land lease, .........ccccccoviiiiiiiiiiiie e, 1892, 1894
Mayo-McQuesten transmission liNE, .......cccccveveeeiiiciiiiee e 1832, 1833
01 (o] g I=TeTo] 0T 1 1) Y78 SRR 2517, 2519
Yukon employment rate and eCONOMY, ........ccccveiiiieieiniieeeiniieee e, 1351, 1353
Yukon Energy Corporation general rate application, ...........ccccccevnnneen. 1981, 1982

Yukon Energy Corporation grid-scale battery renewable electricity project, 2395, 2396
Yukon Energy Corporation’s 10-year renewable electricity plan, ......... 2491, 2492
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PILLAI, RANJ (continued)
Speaks on:

Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, . 1277

Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1303
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ..........cccccccvvvvennnnn. 1938
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fiSheries, .........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiieie e 1519
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, ........... 1526, 1527
Motion No. 297 - Re including the Yukon Historical and Museums Association in tourism
FECOVETY PlANNING, eeiiiiiiiiiie ittt e s e s snneeeas 1756
Motion No. 346 - Re extending the wage top-up program for essential workers, ....... 2046
Motion No. 358 - Re rent-increase MoratoriUm, ..........ooccveieeeieeeinniiieieeee e e eeireeeeeeens 2316

POINTS OF ORDER

Re abusive or insulting language (SreiCKEr), .....ccuuiii i 1391
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeeeeitiiee ettt et e sttt e s bbb e e e s nbr e e e s annreeas 1391
Re accusing a member of unparliamentary behaviour (MCPhEe), .......ccccvvvvvvvivininrninieininiinnnnnns 1932
Y 0= 1S TN ] 1] o Y 1933
Re audio issue (audibility in Chamber of Member speaking) (Streicker), ........cccooovviiiiiiinnnn 1204
SPEAKEI'S StAtEMENT, ..iiiiii it a e e e e e e e nnnaeeees 1204
Re charging another member with uttering a deliberate falsehood (Cathers), .........ccccccvvvvnnnns 1364
Withdrawal of remark (SIIVEI), ...ccooviviiiii 1364
Re clarification regarding the subject of the amendment (Cathers), ......cccccceevvvciiieeeeeee i, 2230
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeiee ittt ettt e ettt e s bbb e e e bbb e e e s anneeeas 2230
Re debating the Speaker's ruling (Cathers), ........cccccciviuiiiiiuiiiiieiiiie .. 1502, 2285
Y 0122 1S TN ] ] o T 1502, 2285
Re imputing false or unavowed motives to another member (Adel), ....ccccooviieiniiiiiiinieee 1410
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeiee ittt sttt bb e bb e e e s bbb e e e s anneeeas 1410
Re imputing false or unavowed motives to another member (Cathers), .........cccccccvvvvvinvnnnnnnns 1315
Y 022 LS =T 1o Nt 1315
Re imputing false or unavowed motives to another member (Pillai), .........cccccoviieennn 1499, 1872
Speaker's ruling (defers ruling), .......cooiiiiiiiii s 1499
SPEAKEI'S FUIING, .ttt e e ettt e e e e e e s b et e e e e e e e e e annnenees 1872
Re incorrectly attributing type of committee (Hanson), ..........oeioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2285
SPEAKEI'S TUING, . eveeieeiiiiee ettt ettt st e e s bt e e s bbb e e e s nnaeeeessnneeeas 2285
Re needless repetition (CAthers), ... 2291
SPEAKEI'S FUIING, .ttt ettt e e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e annneeees 2291
Re needless repetition (HAaSSArd), .........eeoeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2286
SPEAKEI'S TUING, +eveeieeitiiee ettt ettt st e ettt e e s bt e e e e s nnne e e e s nnneeeas 2286
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POINTS OF ORDER (continued)

Re off-mic comment ("Out and out lying™) (StreiCker), ... 2231
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeeeeitiiie ettt ettt ettt s bbbt e s nb e e e e s anne e e e s annreeas 2231

Re referring to a matter before the courts (sub judice) (Cathers)
Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 212 for debate...........cccccoviiieiiiiiieie e 1262
SPEAKEI'S SALEMENT, ...eiiviiieiiiiie et 1263
SPEAKEI'S TUING, +eeiiriieei ittt et e e 1263
Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 387 for debate............ccccoviiieiiiiiiieiiiiec e 2401
SpPeaKEr'S StAtEMENT, .....cvvieiiiiiiee ittt 2402, 2408
SPEAKEI'S TUING, «eeiiriieeiitite ettt sb e e 2422
Re referring to a matter before the courts (sub judice) (Gallina), ........cccccovcvveeiiiieennnn 1934, 1935
SPEAKEI'S FUIING, evvtviiiiiee ittt e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e ssnnnnreeeeeeeeeanes 1934, 1935
Re referring to a matter before the courts (sub judice) (MOStYN), .....cccccocveiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 1407
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeeieiieiee ittt et e st e e e st e e e e s nbe e e e s annneeas 1407
Re referring to confidential information from an in-camera committee meeting (McPhee), ..... 1870
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeeee ittt ettt ettt e sttt e s e e e e s bar e e e s nnnneeas 1871
Re referring to members by name (Cathers), .......ccccoiiiiiii e 1903
(O3 g 11 a3 (U110 TR PSRRI 1903
Re referring to members by name (KENL), ......oooiiiiiiiiic e 1578
(@4 0= 11 a3 (U110 TR PR 1578
Re referring to members by name (MCLEOM), .....cuueviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2056
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeiee ittt ettt e ettt e s bbb e e e bbb e e e s anneeeas 2056
Re referring to political parties by proper names (Cathers), ......ccccccviiiiiiiiie e 1276
Speaker's ruling (defers ruling), .......ooooiiiiiii e 1276
Re referring to the absence of Members (Cathers), .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 2500
Deputy Chair's FUING, ....oooiiiieee ettt e e eee e 2500
Re reflecting upon a vote of the Assembly (Hassard), .......ccccconiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2292
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eveeiee ittt ettt e ettt e s bbb e e e bbb e e e s anneeeas 2292
Re relevance - amendment (Hassard), .........cocvveeereeeiniiiiiiiieie e e e 1277, 1278, 2287
SPEAKET'S FUIING, evvvveieiieeeieiiiiiir e e e s e e e e e s e e e e e e e s e nnnneeees 1277, 1278, 2287
Re relevance - amendment (WHhIt), .......evvveeiiiiiiiiiieie e s rreee e e e 1297, 1943
SPEAKET'S FUING, evvvveiieieeiieiiiiii e e e s e e e e e s s s r e e e e e s s st eeeeeeesansnraneeeaesnannns 1297, 1943
Re relevance - amendment (GalliNg), ........ccooiviiuiiiiieie i 1300, 1935
SPEAKET'S FUING, evvvveiieieeeieiiiie e e e e et r e e e s s s er e e e e e s e st e e eeeesannsnreneneeeeeannns 1300, 1935
Re relevance - amendment (Cathers), .......ccccceiiiiiiiiieii e, 1642, 2287, 2288, 2455
SPEAKEI'S FUIING, .vvvviieeieee it e e e e enrreee e e e 1642, 2287, 2288, 2455
Re relevance - amendment (HANSON), ....oovveeiiiiiiiiiieie e ieiiiie e e e s s siieeee e e e senereeeeeee s 2232, 2285
SPEAKET'S FUING, evvtveiieieei it ie e e e et r e e e s s s r e e e e e s e st eeeeeeesnnnnnreneneeesnannns 2232, 2285
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POINTS OF ORDER (continued)

Re relevance - amendment (MCPREE), ....coveiiiiiiiiiiiec e 1403, 1409
SPEAKEI'S TUIING, evvvveiieieei it et e e e e e et e e e e e s e e e e e e s ssnnnreeeeeaeeeanns 1403, 1409
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Liard First Nation election, perceived interference by Yukon government (Kent), ................... 1385
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Seniors’ costs for long-term care and camping fees (McLeod), .......cccovveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee 2497
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Southeast Yukon forestry plan (MCLEOM), ......uveeiiiiiiiiiiee e 1624
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Supportive housing for women and children (Hanson), ........cccceeiiniiiiieeeieeeee e 2496
Tagish River habitat protection management plan (Van Bibber), ........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiis 1386
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Transitional housing for female inmates (HANSON), .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2193
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Whitehorse Correctional Centre policy on safe physical contact with inmates (Hanson), ........ 1865
Whitehorse Correctional Centre rehabilitation and reintegration of inmates (Hanson), ........... 2223

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter services
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Yukon Fish and Game Association funding (IStChenko), .........cccvciviiiiiiiieinie e 2044
Yukon Hospital Corporation funding (Cathers), ........cccocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1983, 2043
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Yukon Water Board wetlands hearing (Hanson), ......ccccccciiiiiiiee 1683

SESSIONAL ORDERS
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Motion No. 214 - Re pairing of members for duration of the 2020 Fall Sitting, ..........ccccccvvvnnis 1196
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Motion No. 271- Re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall Sitting, 1389

SESSIONAL PAPERS
32. Report from the Clerk of the Yukon Legislative Assembly on the Absence of Members from
Sittings of the Legislative Assembly and its Committees (October 1, 2020) (Speaker Clarke), 1185
33. Report on Subsistence, Travel & Accommodations of Members of the Yukon Legislative
Assembly 2019-2020 (Speaker CIarke), ........oueiueiieiiieiee e 1185
34. 2019 Annual Report - Working to promote fairness, access & privacy rights, and protect the
public interest - Yukon Ombudsman, Yukon Information and Privacy Commissioner, Yukon

Public Interest Disclosure Commissioner (Speaker Clarke), ........ooocveieiiieiniiiiiiiieeeeeeees 1185
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47.
48.
49.
50.
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57.
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Report of the Chief Electoral Officer to the Legislative Assembly - 2019 Annual Report on
Political Party Revenues - Annual Revenue Returns - Contributions Made To Political Parties
- January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019 (Speaker Clarke), .....cccocccvveeeiviiciiineeeee e, 1185

Seventeenth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government
Boards and Committees (April 1, 2020) (AdEl), ..occvveeeiiiiiieii e 1185
Eighteenth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards
and Committees (April 30, 2020) (AdEI), .uuriiiiiiiiee i 1185
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and Committees (June 24, 2020) (AdEL), ..ocuvrririieee e 1185
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and Committees (August 19, 2020) (Adel), .ooovrrrrrieiiii 1185

Twenty-first Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards
and Committees (October 1, 2020) (AdEI), ..oooiiuriiiiiiiiiie it 1185

Standing Committee on Public Accounts Fifth Report - Yukon Public Accounts 2018-19
(May 2020) (HASSAIM), ....veeeeiiiiieeiiitieee ettt et e et e e st e e e e sib e e e e sabn e e e e eneee 1185

Standing Committee on Public Accounts Sixth Report - Kindergarten Through Grade 12
Education in Yukon - Department of Education (May 2020) (Hassard), ..........cccccccvvvnnnnns 1185

Yukon Arts Centre 2019/20 Annual Report (MCLEaN), ...cccooveveieieie e, 1318

Yukon Workers' Compensation Health and Safety Board 2019 annual report (McLean), .1318

Financial Accounting Report - Government of Yukon - For the period of April 1, 2019 to
March 31, 2020 - Mercer Marsh Benefits (August 26, 2020) (SIlVer), .....ccccvcveeiiiieeennnnn 1351

Yukon College 2018-2019 Annual Report and financial statements (McPhee), ................ 1351

Department of Education Annual Report 2019 (MCPhEE), .......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieee e, 1351

Cannabis Yukon Annual report - April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020 (Streicker), .................. 1416

Yukon Development Corporation 2019 Annual Report (Pillai), .........ccooeeveeeieiiiiiiieiee e, 1416

Yukon Energy 2019 annual report (Pillai), ........coooeieiiieiiiiie e 1416

Advocacy Trails — 2020 Annual Report — 10 Year Review

— Yukon Child & Youth Advocate Office (Speaker Clarke), ......cccoocoeeeiniiiiiiniineennnn 1534

Yukon Child Care Board Annual Report 2018-2020 (FrOSt), .....ccovovereriiiiieriiiieeeiiee e 1564

Yukon Heritage Resources Board Annual Report - April 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020 (McLean), 1618

Yukon Public Accounts 2019-20 (SIIVEI), ..ccoiuiiiiiiiiiieiiiie et 1652

Yukon Liquor Corporation Annual Report April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020 (Streicker), ..... 1652

Yukon Hospitals Year in Review 2019-20 (FrOSt), .....uuuiiieiiiiiiiiiiieiee e 1919

Twenty-second Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government
Boards and Committees (December 1, 2020) (Adel), ...cccueiiiieiiiiiiiie e 2125

Yukon Housing Corporation Annual Report - for the year ended March 31, 2020 (Frost), 2188
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SESSIONAL PAPERS (continued)
59. Yukon Teachers Labour Relations Board Annual Report 2019-2020 (Mostyn), ................ 2276
60. Yukon Public Service Labour Relations Board Annual Report 2019-2020 (Mostyn), ........ 2276
61. Yukon state of the environment report 2020 - a report on environmental indicators (Frost), .2461
62. Twenty-third Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government
Boards and Committees (December 17, 2020) (Adel), ....ocoviiiieiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2461
63. Report of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly - Official Opposition and Third Party
Membership of the Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation (Speaker Clarke), 2490
64. Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators 2018-19 Annual Report (Speaker Clarke), ... 2516
65. Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators 2019-20 Annual Report (Speaker Clarke), ... 2516

66. Crime Prevention & Victim Services Trust Fund Annual Report 2019-20 (McPhee), ........ 2516
67. Yukon Law Foundation Annual Report November 1, 2018 to October 31, 2019 (McPhee), 2516
68. Law Society of Yukon Annual Report December 31, 2019 (McPhee), .........cccceeeveieieennnn. 2516
69. Yukon Judicial Council Annual Report 2019 (MCPhEE), ......coccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiee e 2516
70. Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues Annual Report 2019-2020 (McLean), .......... 2516

SILVER, SANDY

Speaks on:
Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ............. 1868, 1882
Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Second Reading, .................. 1326, 1330
Bill No. 204 - Fourth Appropriation Act 2019-20: Third Reading, ..........ccccccuu... 1498, 1501
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccevvveeeenne 1227
Ministerial statements:
LODDBYISt regQiStrY, oooieeeeee e, 1507, 1508
Safe Restart AQre€mMENT, ...........uuveiuieieirieiiiiieieiereine—————————— 1187, 1188
Youth Panel on Climate Change, .......ccccceeeie e, 1220, 1222
B 1o 7 V= 2277
0 1o 4 T o U o TR 2305, 2306
Motion No. 277 - Re supporting Mi'kmag fiSheries, .........ccccociiiiiiiiii e 1518
SITTING DAYS
NoO. 40 October 1, 2020 (TRUISTAY), .-uurvrrttieeiiiiiiiiiieeae ettt e e e e e e ee e e e e e s anbeeeeeaeeas 1181-1215
NoO. 41 October 5, 2020 (MONAAY), ..uuvvrreteieeiiiiiiiiiieae et ee e e e e e e e e e e e aabreeeeeaeas 1217-1252
NO. 42 October 6, 2020 (TUESAAY), ...ccveeeerrirrieeiiiiieeeiiitee et e e e st e e sbee e e s sbre e e e sbaeeeenneee 1253-1282
No. 43 October 7, 2020 (WedNESUAY), ....cevcvreeeiiiieieeiiiie e riiee ettt 1283-1316
No. 44 October 8, 2020 (TRUISAAY), ...cvveeeiiiiiie ettt 1317-1348
NoO. 45 October 13, 2020 (TUESHAY), ...vveeeiiiriieiiiiieeeiiiie ettt e e neee 1349-1378

xIviii
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SITTING DAYS (continued)
No. 46 October 14, 2020 (WedNESUAY), .....cvveeeiiirieeiiiiieeeriit ettt 1379-1413
No. 47 October 15, 2020 (TRUISAAY), «.vvrrrrreeeiiiiiiiiireeeeeiesiireer e e e e e s s sinrrrrr e e e e e s s snrraeeeeees 1415-1443
No. 48 October 19, 2020 (MONAAY), .uvrrrrrereeeiiiiiiiirreeeeeiesiitreerereessssnsnresrreeeeessssnseneeeeaes 1445-1473
No. 49 October 20, 2020 (TUESAAY), ..uvrrrrrreeeiiiiiiirireeeeeiiiiirrrrrereeessssnrrsereeeeesnsnnssnereeees 1475-1503
No. 50 October 21, 2020 (WedNESUAY), .....cvveeeiiirieeiiiiieeeiiiee ettt 1505-1530
No. 51 October 22, 2020 (TRUISAAY), ...veeiiiiiiieiiiiie ettt 1531-1562
No. 52 October 26, 2020 (MONUAY), ...vveeeritrieeiiiiieeeiiite et e ettt e b e neee 1563-1588
NO. 53 October 27, 2020 (TUESUAY), ..vveeerrrrieeiiiiieeiiiite e et e et e e 1589-1615
No. 54 October 28, 2020 (WeANESUAY), ..vvveeeiiiirriiiiieieeeiiiiieeereee e e s s sinrrrer e e e e e s e snnrrneeeeees 1617-1647
No. 55 October 29, 2020 (THUISUAY), ...vvvrrrurrrrreruieirieieinieierninrernrereinrenr—————————. 1649-1674
No. 56 November 2, 2020 (MONAAY), ....uvrrrrrrmrmrrrmieininininininininrnrnrernrnrenr—————————. 1675-1702
No. 57 November 3, 2020 (TUESUAY), ...vvvrrrrrurmrrrmrnrnrninininrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrsrsrnmnmnrersnn... 1703-1733
No. 58 November 4, 2020 (WedNESAY), ....veeeeiriieeeiiiiieeaiiiee et e et e e 1735-1765
No. 59 November 5, 2020 (TRUISAAY), ..eooivirriieiiiiiieiiiie e 1767-1796
No. 60 November 9, 2020 (MONUAY), ..vveeeirrrieeiiiiieeaiiite et e ettt e e neee 1797-1827
No. 61 November 10, 2020 (TUESTAY), +.eeeirrrteeiiiiieeiiiite et ettt 1829-1858
No. 62 November 16, 2020 (MONUAY), ....uuurrrrrrrrrmirininieirieinrnrnrnrninrnrererernrnen.———. 1859-1890
No. 63 November 17, 2020 (TUESUAY), ...vuvrrrrrrrrrmrernrereininrrininrnrnrnrnnnrsrnnnrnrersnnn... 1891-1916
No. 64 November 18, 2020 (WedNESAAY), .......uuurerrrrrrrrimirieininrninieinierninrnrnrsinmnrnrnn.. 1917-1948
No. 65 November 19, 2020 (TRUISAAY), ......uvrerermimimiiiiiiieieieisiereeereierereree ... 1949-1978
No. 66 November 23, 2020 (MONUAY), «.vveeiirriieiiiiieeiiiite ettt 1979-2005
No. 67 November 24, 2020 (TUESHAY), +.eeeerrrteeiiiiieeaiiiie et e ettt 2005-2033
No. 68 November 25, 2020 (WedNeSUAY), ....cceiiiriieiiiiieeiriiie et 2035-2064
No. 69 November 26, 2020 (ThUISAAY), ...oocveieiiiiieeiiite e 2065-2094
No. 70 November 30, 2020 (MONAAY), ....uvvvvrrrrrrrrreinieirieieinrnesrernrernrnrsrsrrrnrersn————. 2095-2123
No. 71 December 1, 2020 (TUESUAY), ...uvvrrrrrrrmrrrmrernrniniernuninrnrnrnenrnrnnsrnnnrnrsrsmsnn.. 2125-2151
No. 72 December 2, 2020 (WedNESUAY), .....uuvrrrrrrimrriririniriuisieininrsinrsrnrnrnrnrsinnn... 2153-2185
No. 73 December 3, 2020 (TRUISAAY), ..eeeiiiiriieiiiiieeiiee et 2187-2215
No. 74 December 4, 2020 (FIUAY), .oicveeeiriieeeiiiiiee ettt e e nneee 2217-2245
No. 75 December 7, 2020 (MONUAY), ..vveeeeirrieeiiiiieeeiiete ettt et sbee e e neee 2247-2273
No. 76 December 8, 2020 (TUESUAY), .vveeeerrrieeiiiiieeiiiiieeertiee e e st e e e sbee e e e sibeee e s sbeeeeennene 2275-2302
No. 77 December 9, 2020 (WedNeSAAY), ......coiourriiimieaiiiiiiiieie et 2303-2334
No. 78 December 10, 2020 (THUISAY), ..ieeeeriiiiiiiiiieie et 2335-2364
No. 79 December 14, 2020 (MONAAY), ...vereieeiiiiiiiiiiieieae i e e 2365-2391
No. 80 December 15, 2020 (TUESHAY), +.vveeeeeriirurieiiieiaeeiaiiitieie e e e e e st ee e e e e e e sinbreeeeeaeas 2393-2423
No. 81 December 16, 2020 (WedNeSUAY), ....cceiiiriieiiiiieeiiiiie ettt 2425-2457
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SITTING DAYS (continued)

No. 82 December 17, 2020 (ThUISAAY), ...cccveeeiiiiieeiiiiie et 2459-2488
No. 83 December 21, 2020 (MONUAY), «vvveeeirrieeiiiiieeiiiiie e siiee et e stee e s sbee e e sbaeeeennene 2489-2514
No. 84 December 22, 2020 (TUESHAY), «vveeerreieeiiiiieeiiiiieeesiiee e e st e e e stee e e setee e e s sneaeeeennens 2515-2544

SITTING LENGTH
Government House Leader's report on, (MCPhEE), .......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1389
Motion No. 271 re extending the maximum number of sitting days for the 2020 Fall Sitting
(10 =TT IR (o ) PP 1389

SPEAKER (see also SPEAKER'S RULINGS, SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS, and UNPARLIAMENTARY

LANGUAGE)

Introductions
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms (JOSeph MeWett), ......cccccvvviiiiiiiiiieiniiiee e 1217, 1829
2T | R 5 T T T R 1829
LT oo 1Ny (T 1= 1 PSRRI 1829
L€ 0 1= o = G L= o Rt 1829
N[0}V 1N Lo T TR 1829

TablesS dOCUMENLS, ...covvveiiiieiieeeeeeee et 1185, 1534, 2490, 2516

SPEAKER'S RULINGS

Re abusive or iNSUItING [aNQUAGE, .....coouviiiiiiiiie e 1391
Re accusing a member of unparliamentary behaviour, ..o 1933
Re clarification regarding the subject of the amendment, ..............ccccvviiiiiiiiiiii, 2230
Re debating the Speaker's rUliNG, ..ot 1502, 2285
Re imputing false or unavowed motives to another member, ..........cccccceeeiinnn 1315, 1410, 1872
Re incorrectly attributing type of COMMItLEE, ......uvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2285
ReE NEedIESS rEPELItION, .ot s e ee s 2286, 2291
Re off-mic comment ("Out and OUL IYING™), «...eveieiiiiie e 2231
Re referring to a matter before the courts (sub judice), ........cccocveiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnn. 1407, 1934, 1935

Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 212 for debate, .........cccccccvviiireeeiniiciiiiiee e 1263

Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 387 for debate..............ccccvviiiieeiiniiiciiiiee e 2401
Re referring to confidential information from an in-camera committee meeting, .............cc....... 1871
Re referring to members DY NAME, ... 2056
Re reflecting upon a vote of the ASSEMDIY, ......ooiiiiiii e 2292
Re relevance - amendment, ..1277, 1278, 1297, 1300, 1403, 1409, 1642, 2232, 2285, 2287, 2288, 2455
RE releVanCe - AEDALE, .......uueeiiiiiiieeee e e e e e 1327, 1500
RE relevanCe - MOLION, ...ccuuueeiiiiieieeee et e e e e e e e e e e eees 1271, 1273, 2237, 2292
Re use of "deliberately eXxaggerating,” .........ooo i 2167
RE USE Of "UNSCIUPUIOUS," .....eeiieiee ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e s nan e eeeaeeesnnnnnnnees 2310
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SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS (see also Deputy Speaker's statements and Acting Speaker's statements)

Re acknowledging the SPEAKEN, ......cc.uuviiiiie i 1985
Re addressing remarks to the Speaker not to other members, ........ccccccceiiiiiiiiiiee e, 2293
Re audio issue (audibility in Chamber of member speaking), ........cccccvveveveiiiiiiiiieieee e, 1204
Re changes made in the Chamber to maintain a safe workplace in light of COVID-19, .......... 1181
Re Child Day, National, reCognition OFf, ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiie e 1949
Re correcting the record; members can only correct their own record, they cannot "correct the
record” Of Other MEMDEIS, .......oiiiiii et 1756
Re excessive off-mic comments during debate, ..........cccccoviieiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1883, 2230, 2311
Re filing copies of social media content being referenced in debate, .............cccccvvveeeeeeiiicnnnee, 1874
Re Ombuds Day, reCOgNItiON OF, ........uuiuieiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieieee e 1317
Re proper form for rising to give oral notice of @ MOtioN, ........cccoocveiiiiiiie i 1220
Re referring to a matter before the courts (sub judice)
Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 212 for debate, ..............ccooeeveeeie e, 1263
Re orderliness of calling Motion No. 387 for debate...........cccocoeeiviieiiiiiinnns 2406, 2408
Re referring to members by riding or portfolio not by name, .........ccccccoviviviviiininiiiiinnnnn, 1240, 1543
Re reflecting upon a vote of the ASSEMDIY, ... 1942
Re Remembrance Day, recognition Of, ..........ooiiiiiiiiio e 1829
Re request for recess to draft an amendmeENt, ...........cccccveiuieiiiiiiiiinieie e ———————— 1527
Re testing of the emergency alert SYStEM, ............uuuiuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiereee ... 2040
Re time available to members to speak to a motion prior to proposing an amendment, ......... 1516
Re Turner, Hon. John, remembrance Of, ........oocuuiiiiiiiiiie e 1181
Re use of "deliberately MiSleading,” ............uuuureiuiuimiiiiiiieieiie e ————————————————— 2174
Re USE Of "GaSlGNiNG," ...coo i e 1940

STANDING ORDERS, CHANGES TO (see Motion Respecting Committee Reports No. 1)

STREICKER, JOHN
Speaks on:
Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Second Reading, 1206, 1211
Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Third Reading, 1777, 1778

Bill No. 13 - Act to Amend the Elections Act (2020): Second Reading, ........cc.ccccvveeenne 1881
Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Second Reading, ................. 1574
Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020): Third Reading, ..........cccccec.... 1989
Bill No. 15 - Corporate Statutes Amendment Act (2020): Second Reading, ............... 1685
Bill No. 15 - Corporate Statutes Amendment Act (2020): Third Reading, ..........cc...... 1899
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21: Second Reading, .........cccccevvveeeenne 1249
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STREICKER, JOHN (continued)
Speaks on:
Ministerial statements:

Cannabis legalization update, ..........ccccviieieeeiiiiiiieece e 1417, 1418
F.H. Collins Secondary School track and field facility, .............cccceeeee.n. 1707,1708
Kwanlin Diin First Nation Lands Act 2020, .......cccooviiiiiieiieeeieiiiiiieeeennn 1564, 1566
Land developMENT, .....oooiiiiiiiiiiie et 2068, 2070
Mandatory mask use in indoor public SPaCeS, .........cccceevviiieriiiieeeen 2126, 2127
Marshall Creek subdivision development, ..........cccooccvieiiiiiieniniiieeennn 1319, 1320
Mount Sima snow-making and electrical infrastructure upgrade, ......... 2155, 2156
Safe Restart Agreement COVID-19 funding, .......cccccccvvvvvvevvrvinininininnnnn. 2462, 2463
Sate of emergency in YUKON, ..........uuuiiiiieiuiiiniiieieinieinieieisneienennnnnn. 2248, 2249
Wildfire management for Yukon communities, .........ccccccevvviieieieieieeeen, 1285, 1287

Yukon highway border enforcement agreement with Liard First Nation, 1862, 1863
Yukon Standard TiMeE, .....c.uueeeiiiiiiiieciee e 1652, 1654
Motion No. 212 - Re establishing a Special Committee on Civil Emergency Legislation, 1264, 2291

Motion No. 226 - Re increasing proportion of government jobs in communities, ........ 1299
Motion No. 236 - Re supporting the state of emergency in Yukon, ......... 1641, 1646, 1926
Motion No. 237 - Re meeting or exceeding the targets in Our Clean Future - A Yukon
strategy for climate change, energy and a green economy, ..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeennn. 2180
Motion No. 268 - Re spending associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, .................. 1749
Motion No. 283 - Re recognizing benefits of the local aviation industry, ..................... 1527

Motion No. 345 - Re eliminating the annual federal excise tax increase on beer, wine,
= g 0 S o1 ] SO S 2053
Motion No. 350 - Re supporting Putting People First - the final report of the
comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and social programs and services, ..... 2453
Motion No. 358 - Re rent-increase mMoratoriUm, .........oooccuveieeereeeiniiiiieieeee e eiiieeeeeens 2312

Motion No. 359 - Re extending state of emergency, ..........ccccccccvvvvvvvvernennninnnnn. 2225, 2236

TERMINATION OF SITTING

AS per Standing Order 76(1), ..eeeioouueeeeieeee ettt e e e e e et r e e e e e s s b e e e e e e e e e s e annbeeeeaaaaas 2538
AS per Standing Order 76(2), «..eeiooueeeeiieae ettt e et e e e e e s e b e e e e e e e e s e annbeeeaeaaeas 2539
TRIBUTES

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/White), 2035

Aboriginal Veterans Day, National, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/Hanson), .................. 1797
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TRIBUTES (continued)

Addictions Awareness Week, National, recognition of (Frost/Van Bibber/White), .................... 2007
AIDS Day, World, recognition of (FroSt/HaNSON), .......eevieieeiiiiiiiiiiee e cisiiieee e e e e ee e e 2153
Air North, Yukon's airline, recognition of (McLean/Hassard/Hanson), .......ccccccceeeviccivvieereeennnnns 1650
Alexco Resource Corporation’s geological mapping project, recognition of (Pillai/Kent), ........ 2008
Aviation, 100 years of Yukon, recognition of (Mostyn/Hassard/White), ..........cccccvveriiiirernnnnn. 1254
Blue Feather Music Festival, recognition of (McLean/Istchenko/Hanson), ...........cccccevviveeennen 1769
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, recognition of (Gallina/McLeod/WHhite), ..........ccceeeviireeennnnn 1589

Buy Local November and Yukoner Appreciation Week, recognition of (Pillai/Istchenko/White), .1676
Canadian Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

recognition Of (MOSEYN), oooiiie i 2365
Canadian National War Memorial and Parliament terrorist attack, remembrance of

(IStCNENKO/WVNILE), e 1533
Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week, recognition of (Streicker/Hanson), .........cccccceeivineeennnn 1735

Contact tracing team, health care professions, and essential workers, recognition of (Frost/Van

2T o] o] AV 11 1= P PPRRRR 2187
COVID-19 pandemic management efforts, Yukoners', recognition of (Silver/Hassard/White), 1182
Culture Days, recognition Of (MCLEAN), ...ccccciieie e 1283
Denim Day and the Yukoners cancer care fund, recognition of (Frost/Van Bibber), ................ 1563
Diabetes Day, World, recognition of (Frost/Van Bibber/White), .........ccccccvvvivivivivinininiiiiiiiiinnnnn, 1860
Energy Efficiency Day, recognition of (Pillai/Cathers), .........cccccociviviviiininiiiiiiiiieiiiiieiernnenn, 1283
Facilities management workers, recognition of (MOSTYN), ....c..cooiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1506
Farm Family of the Year, Yukon, recognition of (Pillai/Cathers), ..........cccccoviieiniiiiiiinieee 1799
Fire Prevention Week, recognition of (Streicker/Cathers), ........cccocciiiiiiiiiiie e 1349
Fireweed Heroes, recognition of (Silver/Van Bibber/White), ..........cccoiiiiiniiiieiiiice e 1380
Frost sisters’ Canadian Junior Cross-Country Ski Championships 50th anniversary, recognition of

(ST ICK L), oo —————— 2125
Frost, Stephen, remembrance of (FrOSt), ...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1317
Girl Child, International Day of, recognition of (McLean/McLeod/WHhite), ..........cccoeeerrirerennnn 1350
Handwashing Day, Global, recognition of (FroSt), .......cccccoiiiiiiiiiiie e 1415
Highways maintenance crews, recognition of (Mostyn/Hassard), ........c.cccooviieiiniieinniieeennnn 2426
Human Rights Day, recognition of (McPhee/McLeod/Hanson), ........ccccccvviiiieiniiineeiniieeee 2336
IncubateNorth, recognition Of (Pillai), .......ooooiiiiiiiii e 1917
Indigenous Disability Awareness Month, recognition of (Frost/VVan Bibber/Hanson), .............. 1703

Innovation Week, Yukon and Innovation Week, Canadian, recognition of
(Pillai/1IStCNENKOMHANSOMN), .ttt ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e snnbaeeeaeaens 1917

Intersex Day of Remembrance, recognition of (McLean/WHhite), ..........cccevveieiniiiiiiiieeenninnen. 1798
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TRIBUTES (continued)

Les EssentiElles 25™ anniversary, recognition of (Streicker/Van Bibber/White), ..................... 2393
Library Month, Canadian, recognition of (Streicker/Van Bibber), ......ccccccccciiiiiiii e, 1415
Lions Clubs International, recognition of (IStchenko), ........cccccceeeiiiiiiii e 2154
MADD Canada’s Project Red Ribbon campaign, recognition of (Mostyn/Hassard/White), ...... 1675
McLaren, Charles, remembrance of (Streicker/Cathers), .......cccooceveiiiiie i 1617
Mental lliness Awareness Week, recognition of (Frost/McLeod), .........cccccoviivieiniiieinniiieeennn 1253
Movember, recognition OF (AEI), ....ooiiiiiieii e 1767
Northwestel Festival of Trees, recognition of (Gallina/Kent/White), .........cccccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiieennnn 2065
Orange Shirt Day, recognition of (McPhee/Van Bibber/Hanson), .......cccccccccviviiiiieeeeeeeviicnnnn, 1183
Order of Yukon inductees, recognition of (Gallina/Van Bibber/White), ..........ccccceeeveieiiieiennn, 2303
Persons Day, recognition of (McPhee/White/Van BIbbEer), ........ccccccvvviviviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiininiiininnn, 1446
Persons with Disabilities, International Day of, recognition of (Frost/McLeod/Hanson), .......... 2275
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week, recognition of (Frost/McLeod/White), .................... 1476
Radon Action Month, recognition of (FroSt/MCLEO), .......covcuviiiiiiiiiieiiiiie e 2067
Ramshackle Theatre, recognition Of (StreiCKEr), .......occiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1532
Remembrance Day, recognition of (Silver/Istchenko/WhiIte), .........cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeee 1829
Restorative Justice Week, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/White), ........ccccccvvvvrvvviviiininnnennnnns 1891
Royal Canadian Legion’s poppy campaign, recognition of (Silver/Istchenko/White), .............. 1649
Safe at Home Society and Housing Day, National, recognition of (Frost/Van Bibber/White), .. 1980
Salvation Army Christmas kettle campaign, recognition of (Istchenko), ..............c.ccceeeeiiin. 2394
Senior Safety Week, National, recognition of (Streicker/Van Bibber/White), ..........cccccoceeenen 1767
Skilled Trades and Technology Week, National, recognition of (McPhee/Kent /White), .......... 1705
Small Business Week, recognition of (Pillai/lstchenko/Hanson), ..........cccccvvieinniieenniieeeee, 1476
Smith, Annie, remembrance of (McLean/Van Bibber), .......ccccccoveiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2489
Snider, Aldene, 90 birthday, recognition of (Van Bibber/Frost/White), ............ccccoeeeevineeennn. 1531
Teachers' Day, World, recognition of (McPhee/Kent/White), ........cccccccviviiiiiiiii, 1218
Thurmer, Tynan, recognition of (FroSt), ........cooiiviiiiiii e, 1445
Tolerance, United Nations International Day for, recognition of (McLean/White), ................... 1859

Transgender Awareness Week and Transgender Day of Remembrance, recognition of

(McLean/IStChenKO/WRILE), .....veiiiiiiiie et 1949
Violence Against Women, National Day of Remembrance and Action on, recognition of

(Streicker/IStCheNKO/MNILE), ........eiiiiieiiie et e e 2217
Volunteer Day, International, recognition of (StreiCKer), .......ooccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2247
Waste Reduction Week, recognition of (Streicker/IStchenko), ..........cccoocuiiieiiiiiiiiiiiis 1445
Waters, Joy, and Neufeld, David, remembrance of (McLean/Cathers/Hanson), ..........c........... 2095
Whitley, Gerry, remembrance Of (WhIt€), ........ocouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2425
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TRIBUTES (continued)

Wills Month, recognition of (MCPhee/Cathers), .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1735
Winter solstice, recognition Of (SIreiCKEr), ...cuuviiiiiiiii i 2459
Women's History Month, recognition of (McLean/McLeod/Hanson), .........ccccccvveeeeeeiiicnvnnnnnnnn, 1217

Yukon Advisory Committee on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and Two-

spirit+ people, recognition of (Gallina/Van Bibber/White), ..........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 2335
Yukon Art Society, 50" anniversary of, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/Hanson), ............ 1505
Yukon Chef Collective, recognition of (Pillai/lstchenko/WHhite), .........ccccoveeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeee 1379
Yukon Fish and Game Association, recognition of (IStchenko/Frost), ..........cccccvviiveinniiieennnn 2459
Yukon Geoscience Forum awards, recognition of (Pillai/Van Bibber), ......ccccccccvviiiiiieeneeennnnnns 2036
Yukon Geoscience Forum, recognition of (Pillai/Hassard/White), .........cccccccvvviviiiiiiiiiiiniinnnne, 1979
Yukoners during COVID-19 pandemic, recognition of (Frost/Hassard/White), .........cccccceeee. 2515

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Bill No. 9 - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act

Re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, .........ccccvvvveveveinieieininininininnn, 1580
Bill No. 11 - Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015

RE reViISItING ClAUSE 2, ... e e e e e e e s enraeee e e e s 1783
Bill No. 14 - Act to Amend the Environment Act (2020)

Re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, ..........cccceeeviiieeiiiieee e 1605
Bill No. 15 - Corporate Statutes Amendment Act (2020)

Re deeming all remaining clauses and the title read and agreed to, ............cccccvvvvnnnns 1690
Bill No. 16 - Act of 2020 to Amend the Condominium Act, 2015

Re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, .........cccccvvvvvveveivirieieinininnninnn, 2537
Bill No. 205 - Second Appropriation Act 2020-21

Re deeming all lines in Vote 7 cleared or carried, .........cccoveveveeeieiiciiieeeee e 2263

Re deeming all lines in Vote 8 cleared or carried, .........cccovvveieeiiiiiciiieeeee e 2351

Re deeming all lines in Vote 11 cleared or carried, ........cccccceeeeeiiiiciiiieeeee e 2201

Re deeming all lines in Vote 27 cleared or carried, .........ccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiieiee e, 2300

Re deeming all lines in Vote 51 cleared or carried, .........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e, 2269

Re deeming all lines in Vote 52 cleared or carried (Not granted), ........ccccccovviiviieeennn. 2499

Re deeming all lines in Vote 53 cleared or carried, .........ccccceeeeriiiiiiiiiieeee e 2333

Re deeming all lines in Vote 54 cleared or carried, ........ccccccceeeeieiicieeeeee e 2384
Motion No. 213

Re moving motion without one clear day's NOtICE, ........cccovciieeiiiiieii i 1194
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UNANIMOUS CONSE

NT (continued)

Motion No. 214

Re moving motion without one clear day's NOtICE, ........ccccvvvieeeeeiiiiiieeee e, 1195
Motion No. 215

Re moving motion without one clear day's NOICE, ........ccccvvviieeeeeiiiieeeee e 1196
Motion No. 271

Re moving motion WIthOUL NOTICE, .........eeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1388

Motion No. 321 - Re Membership of Standing Committee on Public Accounts

Re moving motion without one clear day's NOLICE, .........cccovvieeiiiiiie i 1807
Motion No. 322 - Re scheduling of the 2020 Fall Sitting
Re moving motion without one clear day's NOLICE, ............uuuvrurriiiririmieieininieierie. 1808

Motion of Urgent and Pressing Necessity No. 2 re COVID-19 vaccine distribution to the territories
Re debating (NOt granted), ............eueeuiiieimiiiiiiieieieiieeerierrererrer ... 2191

UNPARLIAMENTARY LANGUAGE

"break the law” withdrawn (Cathers), ... 1500

VAN BIBBER, GERALDINE

Questions, oral:

Affordable hOUSING, ...ccoovvviiii 1453
Affordable housing and land development, ..........cccccceviviiiiii e 1387
Aviation investmMeNt Strategy, .......ccovvviiiiiiiiie e 1776
Community banking SErvices CONLIACT, ............uuuveruiuiuiuiiiiiiinieinieiniereierern———.. 1597
COVID-19 pandemic CONtACE traCING, ....vveeeiiurriieiiiiiieiiieie ettt 2014
COVID-19 pandemic - Yukon highway border enforcement, ..........cccoocoveiiiiiiinninnn. 1923
(01410 g[S = LI €= L) 1[N 2396
(B F= 10T (TR (=T 10 0] | R 1867
Y o Tot= T8 =Y o To [o T= T [0 1] U = TR 1422
Nurse practitioner Staffing, ... 1898
SChOOI DUSING, et 1261, 2224, 2253
Tagish River habitat protection management plan, ..........ccccoivviiiiiiiiniiee e 1386

Speaks on:
Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Second Reading, 1209
Bill No. 10 - Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020): Third Reading, .... 1777
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Friday, December 4, 2019 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.

We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, can we please
welcome several people who are here today, with more
listening online, for the tribute regarding Ecole Polytechnique
and the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence
against Women.

We have: Emilie Dory, directrice de Les EssentiElles;
Camille Lebeau, assistante de direction de Les EssentiElles;
Ketsia Houde-Mclennan, executive director for the women’s
transition home; and Kirsten Hogan, the vice-president and 30
by 30 champion for Engineers Yukon.

We also have the ministerial advisors for the Minister
responsible for the Women’s Directorate’s and me,
Edwine Veniat and Moira Lassen.

We also have Mr. Chris Dixon, who is the president of
Engineers Yukon, and past running mate and past MP for the
Yukon, Mr. Ryan Leef — if we could please welcome them all.

Applause

Speaker: Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | rise today to commemorate
December 6, Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women, on behalf of the Liberal
government.

I remember with great sadness that dreadful day,
December 6, 1989. At the time, | was a grad student and a
lecturer in engineering at the University of New Brunswick. We
were in a class that | was teaching when we heard the news —
the tragic news of Ecole Polytechnique — the massacre at
Ecole Polytechnique. We were all shaken, all shocked. The
women in the course were scared and angry. The men were
ashamed and dismayed.

Since that day, | have sought to challenge gender-based
violence in all men, including myself. | pledge to never commit,
condone, or remain silent about violence against women and
girls. That is the white ribbon pledge, Mr. Speaker, and | would
like to thank all of the male MLAs of this Legislature from all
sides of the House. All of us have taken that pledge.

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, that when it comes to acts of
violence, nine times out of 10, men are the perpetrators. For all
the women in our lives, the ones we know, the ones we used to
know, the ones we don’t know yet, and mostly for all the
women who are victims of violence or who were lost, we must
pledge to condemn gender-based violence. | hope that we will
all live to see the day when all boys and men will make that
commitment and put tangible action behind it.

From the little injustices that we all witness every day to
serious acts of violence — every single action has an impact.
Even our silences — especially our silences — have an impact.

Today | ask all Yukoners to be part of the change that we
wish to see in the world. A simple action is to speak up when
we witness unfairness. There should never be an excuse for
enabling gender-based violence. We can help curb the tragedy
of violence by calling out the patterns of violence.

Another simple action is to educate ourselves. There are so
many great initiatives out there. One example is the Engineers
Yukon 30 by 30 campaign. Engineers Yukon is working with
Engineers Canada to increase the representation of women in
engineering to 30 percent by the year 2030. So far, we’re at
17 percent here in the Yukon.

A simple action, such as reminding our peers when we
witness the small injustices, can go a long way. The sum of all
our small steps will make for a greater future and will allow us
to be proud of the world we live in.

To everyone, please do your part for that systemic change
against the unacceptable violence to end right there and then.

Tous les ans, nous nous souvenons des 14 jeunes
étudiantes de I’Ecole Polytechnique de Montréal qui ont été
assassinées juste parce qu’elles étaient des femmes.

Every year, we remember the 14 young women studying at
Ecole Polytechnique in Montréal who were murdered simply
because of their gender.

Aujourd’hui nous honorons leur mémoire: Anne-Marie
Lemay, Anne-Marie  Edward, Annie  St-Arneault,
Annie Turcotte, Barbara Daigneault, Barbara Klucznik-
Widajewicz, Genevieve Bergeron, Héléne Colgan, Maryse
Laganiére, Maryse Leclair, Maud Haviernick, Michéle
Richard, Nathalie Croteau, et Sonia Pelletier.

Mr. Speaker, this year and every year on December 6, we
remember these women who were killed in order to remember
ourselves that gender-based violence should not be allowed in
our lives, it is not acceptable in our communities, and it is not
welcome in our world. | ask all Yukoners to take action to end
it.

Applause

Mr. Istchenko: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to pay tribute to the National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women in
Canada, which takes place annually on December 6.

Established in 1996 by Parliament, this day marks the day
that 14 women lost their lives in an attack at Ecole
Polytechnique in Montréal.

Twelve of these young women were training to be
engineers, a profession that was once dominated by men. One
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was a nursing student, another a faculty member, and 14 other
men and women were injured. Today, we work so hard to
promote women in trades. We acknowledge and respect the
talents and skills of women and the incredible contributions that
they bring to all education streams, all trades, and all careers.

No person should fear following their dreams because their
sex or gender does not fit someone’s ideals or a particular
career, and no person should have to fear for their life.

December 6 allows Canadians the opportunity to not only
remember these 14 women but to reflect on the issue of gender-
based violence and how it affects people across our country.
We consider actions that we take to eliminate violence against
women and girls because there is still so much work to be done.
There are still women and girls who face acts of violence,
discrimination, and harassment in schools, in the workplace,
and at home and still women and girls who are afraid to follow
their dreams to pursue careers in male-dominated fields.

But that has been changing. Women and girls are
becoming the norm in STEM programming and careers. They
are welcome and respected, and | am proud to see this,
Mr. Speaker; | am proud to see this change.

I would like to thank the many community organizations
and their staff and volunteers who work with victims of
violence every day. We need to continue to find solutions to
violence in order to encourage healthy and happy families and
communities. It requires continued collective action and the
continued shift in attitudes from all members of society.

The White Ribbon campaign began in 1991 to promote
gender equity and healthy relationships, representing a pledge
by men to never commit, condone, or remain silent about the
violence against women and girls. Each year, we wear the white
ribbon on this day to signify our support to the end of gender-
based violence. This morning, the men within our caucus took
the white ribbon pledge, and as the minister spoke to earlier, all
male members of this House did that to reaffirm their support
for this movement. So, with our continued collective action, we
move closer to the ultimate goal of ending violence against
women and girls.

Applause

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the NDP
caucus to honour Sunday, December 6 as the National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. We
remember the lives of the 14 young women who, in 1989, lost
their lives to an act of gender-based violence. We remember
and share in the grief of the families who faced unimaginable
loss and continue to feel that loss today.

As we remember the shock and sadness that we felt as a
country that something so awful could happen here, we pause
to consider that, in Canada, violence continues to be a daily
reality for women and girls from coast to coast to coast.

We remember all of those who have died as a result of
gender-based violence. We stand with all of those whose lives
have been forever altered by acts of gender-based violence. We
mourn the lost of our missing and murdered aboriginal sisters.
We feel the loss of missing mothers, daughters, sisters, and

aunts. We take this time as an opportunity to reflect as a society
on the ongoing disgrace of violence against women and girls.

We acknowledge that, despite our advances, women in this
country still suffer physically, emotionally, and economically.

Thirty-one years later, we still struggle to understand why
there is sometimes such strong resistance to the full integration
of women in today’s world. We ask ourselves why that
frustration is so often displayed in acts of violence, disregard,
and aggression toward women.

As a country, it is right that we mark this event, for we must
not forget the tragedies of our past if we wish to not have them
repeated in our future. We must stand united as a nation to say
both with our words and our actions that we do not condone
violence of any kind against women and girls.

We must never stop our fight against the parts of society
that continue to teach women how not to be victims instead of
teaching men not to victimize. Gender-based acts of violence
will continue if we do not face this reality individually and as a
society and say that enough is enough. We must continue our
efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women and
girls until our streets, our campuses, and our homes are safe.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have for tabling a legislative return
responding to a question from the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
on November 23 during Committee of the Whole.

Hon. Ms. Frost: | have for tabling today three
legislative returns. The first is in response to questions asked
on November 23, 2019, from the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
regarding the purchase of semi-automatic rifles for
conservation officers. The second is in response to questions
that arose during Committee of the Whole on
November 24, 2019, from the Member for Kluane regarding
bison harvest data. The third legislative return is in response to
questions that arose during Committee of the Whole on
November 24, 2019, from the Member for Takhini-Kopper
King regarding the Yukon water strategy five-year report.

Speaker:
tabling?

Reports of committees.

Avre there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motions?

Avre there any further returns or documents for

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Mr. Adel:  Mr. Speaker, | rise today to give notice of the
following motion:

THAT this House supports eliminating the restriction of
travel to medical travel destinations in current medical travel
regulations under the Travel for Medical Treatment Act.
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Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Member for Copperbelt North,
in his capacity as chair of the Standing Committee on Statutory
Instruments, to:

(1) convene a meeting of this committee before
December 22, 2019;

(2) review all ministerial orders introduced associated with
the current state of emergency; and

(3) report back to the Yukon Legislative Assembly on the
first day of the 2021 Spring Sitting.

I rise to give notice of the following

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions?
Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Fortymile caribou harvest management plan

Hon. Ms. Frost: Drin hozo. | rise today to speak to the
Fortymile caribou harvest management plan. We have been
working with Tr’ondék Hwéch’in since 2013 to develop this
important plan. Now, together, we are moving forward in a
manner that honours the spirit of cooperation and the rights and
responsibilities laid out in the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in Final
Agreement.

Management of the Fortymile herd has tested the strengths
and flexibility of wildlife management for a number of years. It
has taken significant efforts for the Yukon government, the
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in, the Dawson District Renewable Resources
Council, and the Fish and Wildlife Management Board, in
collaboration with Alaska, to see this herd come back to life.

For 25 years, recovery efforts were aimed at seeing this
herd return to their habitat in the interior of Yukon. Now we
have just announced the third licensed harvest. At its lowest
point, the herd was at a population of only 6,500 animals. Its
recent population was estimated at 84,000. This herd size
allows for a sustainable, managed harvest that is in line with
long-term conservation efforts, which is where the harvest
management plan placed its crucial function.

The plan will guide licensed and subsistence harvest as
well as overall herd management into the future. It has three
main goals: promote a robust, sustainable population that will
maximize the herd’s use of habitats within historical Yukon
ranges; provide a phased approach to implementing harvest,
given the long history of no-harvest of this herd; and increase
knowledge and use of the herd through education and
engagement. These goals are informed by the years of technical
and local input that support the herd’s recovery.

Long-term recovery will continue as it goes hand in hand
with effective management. This is not just gathering
population estimates. It includes surveying how many adults
and calves survive each year, the number of calves born, and
paying attention to the herd’s habitat. This monitoring will
identify indicators to guide future harvest management
decisions by all parties. When we talk about adaptive co-
management, this is what we’re talking about: working together
to keep informed and respond in real time to what is actually

happening on the land. This is responsible, sustainable, and
effective wildlife management.

Over the past year, these indicators are telling us that the
herd has entered a state of natural decline that may be
associated with a herd density that is too high for their existing
summer range. While we hope that this would mean that the
herd would expand to summer ranges in Yukon, this has not yet
occurred. Declines in large migratory caribou herds are normal
and natural; however, they require continued monitoring,
together with our partners, to ensure that any harvest
opportunities continue to reflect the joint objectives that we
have for this herd. This takes hard work and efforts on the land
that would not be possible without the local leadership of
regional biologists and technicians, the Dawson District
Renewable Resources Council, and Tr’ondék Hwéch’in —
both the government and its citizens.

I would like to acknowledge and thank all those here, and
especially in the Dawson region, who have put in countless
hours — and, in some cases, years — into the responsible and
collaborative management of this herd. Unfortunately,
conflicting schedules and weather haven’t allowed us to sign
off formally on this agreement.

I want to just extend a congratulations to Tr’ondék
Hweéch’in and its citizens.

Mr. Istchenko: T’'m happy to respond to this ministerial
statement, although the statement that we received this morning
and the minister’s comments today in the House are a little bit
different.

We’re happy to see this work to develop a new
management plan for the Fortymile caribou herd signed and
completed. In particular, we are happy to see the announcement
of another licensed hunt of the herd.

This is important for many reasons. First of all, it is an
indication of the health of the herd today and how far it has
come over the years, but we are also pleased because it
represents a new hunting opportunity for licensed hunters in the
territory.

We have been pushing for increased or new opportunities
for hunting in the Yukon, and we think that it is a step in the
right direction. It is also a positive step that this hunt will allow
for the collection of data and knowledge about the herd.

So, again, | do want to thank the Government of Yukon,
the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in, the Dawson District Renewable
Resources Council, and the Yukon Fish and Wildlife
Management Board for their 25 years of hard work with their
partners in the State of Alaska — a job well done.

Ms. White: The story of the Fortymile caribou herd is a
story of the resiliency of caribou and the personal and
communal sacrifice of the people whose culture is intertwined
with them. Over the course of the past year, we saw the
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation government raise concerns
over Yukon government’s initial opening to permit hunting of
the Fortymile herd in advance of the completion of a joint
management plan.
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The Tr’ondék Hwéch’in government publicly expressed
concerns that the Yukon government was acting as if an
agreement had already been reached. For more than 25 years,
the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in made a huge sacrifice by volunteering
not to harvest the Fortymile caribou. As a result of the incursion
of settler society — be it the gold rush or what came after —
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in citizens lost their traditional engagement
and relationship with the Fortymile caribou. A whole
generation of their community had not experienced that
relationship and lost that traditional knowledge.

This summer, the community made the decision that the
time was right for a community hunt. The subsistence hunt was
a collaboration between elders, youth, and community hunters
that intended to bring the community together to reconnect and
strengthen their relationship with the Fortymile caribou herd.

So, we are pleased now to hear that the Yukon government
has lived up to its obligation to the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in and
their final agreement in the creation of a caribou harvest
management plan for the Fortymile caribou herd. It would have
been helpful if the minister had shown respect for the Members
of the Legislative Assembly by tabling the plan prior to its
public release today at 12:15 p.m.

Similar concerns have been raised by other First Nation
governments about the way that this government is making
decisions that have the potential to negatively impact the ability
for governments to reach agreements on important
commitments set out in the Yukon treaties on key matters like
land use planning. We hope that this government has learned
that you can only have an agreement if all partners are onside
as equals.

Mr. Speaker, getting to this agreement has been a difficult
journey. We ask the minister to explain to this House what the
key issues were that moved the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First
Nation government from a very public disagreement with the
government’s actions regarding hunting of the Fortymile herd
to the statement that she has made today. There is a benefit for
all in this Assembly to learn from potential missteps by
government as we all jointly navigate the road to reconciliation
offered by living up to the spirit and intent of all Yukon First
Nation final agreements.

Hon. Ms. Frost: | thank the members opposite for their
comments. I want to acknowledge Tr’ond€k Hwéch’in, the
Dawson District Renewable Resources Council, and of course
the citizens of Dawson City and all those who participated in
this monumental announcement today.

It has taken a lot of years to get here. | want to say that the
signatures were — we just signed off on the agreement. In fact,
we took the time that was needed with Tr’ond€k Hwéch’in. It
would not have been appropriate for us to do a tabling without
that happening. The work certainly was well-respected. It is just
another example of how things are done — it’s done in
collaboration. We know working collaboratively with our First
Nations is not something that the Yukon Party did very
effectively, Mr. Speaker. My colleague, the Minister of
Highways and Public Works, just recently touched on some
work that we are doing on this side of the House with our
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collaboration and discussions with the resource projects, for
example.

We are looking at moving forward on further

implementation and monitoring on this project. It is one that is
certainly close to the hearts of the citizens of Tr’ondék
Hwéch’in. We’ve collaborated; we’ve worked with them;
we’ve designed an implementation approach with them. On
numerous occasions, we’ve met with them and we took the time
that they required to get this right — unlike the Yukon Party
government that was simply unwilling to work with First
Nation governments.

We saw how we worked on land planning and land
initiatives. We’ve moved many files forward. That means that,
in fact, that we are continuing to do just that, and that’s to
implement the Fortymile plan, like we did Ddhaw Ghro. | want
to say that we have not seen a very good track record from the
Official Opposition in the relationship with Yukon First
Nations when it comes to collaboration. In fact, the recently
elected party leader, Currie Dixon, architected the Peel plan and
implemented the plan. That’s not a relationship around
effective co-management and co-relationship as defined under
the self-government agreements.

I can say very succinctly today that we have cooperation
and we have cooperated. We have implemented a plan. It’s a
time to celebrate with the First Nations. It’s a time for us to
honour the legacy of Tr’ondék Hwéch’in. It’s time to honour
the legacy of systemic barriers that have been put up in front of
the First Nations as we looked at resource development and
initiatives in that traditional territory. This was an effort with
their input — truly a moment that we need to celebrate.

It takes hard work and effort on the land. This would not
have been possible without leadership, without the regional
biologists and technicians, the Dawson District Regional
Resources Council, and the citizens of Tr’ondék Hwéch’in. |
would like to again acknowledge those who put 25 years into
the planning to make this a reality. It is a reality that we will
celebrate, honour, and hold up with pride.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: COVID-19 pandemic business relief
funding

Mr. Hassard: The relief program that the Liberals have
announced for bars and restaurants does not make any sense for
this industry. The Liberals arbitrarily set the eligibility
threshold to be that a business must demonstrate that 60 percent
of their revenue comes from tourism visitation.

Can the Minister of Tourism and Culture explain how a bar
or restaurant is supposed to demonstrate that 60 percent of their
business came from tourism last year?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | am happy to rise today to speak
about the programs that we released this last week in response
to the needs of our tourism sector. The questions that are being
asked today are regarding the threshold. Again, | have said at
least three or four times since the release of this, in responding
to questions in the House, that we worked with our partners.



December 4, 2020

HANSARD

2221

We worked with the Tourism Industry Association of Yukon to
set the criteria and the eligibility requirements. These are in line
with other programs that are being administered directly by that
association, such as the Elevate program.

The previous threshold was 80 percent. We have reduced
it to 60 percent, which actually captures more fully the bars and
restaurants. In terms of how you measure it — the Yukon
business survey is one way. This will look back at the revenues
for these businesses for 2019. It would be very doubtful if any
business would not be able to demonstrate that they had this
type of revenue.

Mr. Hassard: So, that is three or four times that we
haven’t gotten a clear answer from this minister.

The question was: How does a bar or a restaurant prove
that 60 percent of their business came from tourists? We are
just asking about the policy that the minister claimed is
supposed to help bars and restaurants, and we would hope that
she could explain her policy.

According to yukon.ca, the eligibility criteria states that a
bar or restaurant must — and I quote: “... demonstrate that they
attributed at least 60 percent of their 2019 revenue to tourism
visitation.” So, can the minister explain how a bar or restaurant
is supposed to actually prove that?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Again, we worked with our partners
to determine this level of threshold. These are tourism
programs. These are supplementary programs, again, to the
Yukon business relief program that is still in place for all
businesses in Yukon. That makes them eligible for a very
high percentage of their fixed costs. This has been in place
since March — that remains in place. These supplementary
programs are for businesses that are tourism-related and that
have maxed out their eligibility on all of the other programs. By
reducing the threshold from 80 percent to 60 percent, it actually
will better capture bars and restaurants.

Now, | would encourage folks to get a hold of the
Department of Tourism and Culture if they are needing any
kind of assistance to figure out that eligibility threshold. We are
willing to work with all businesses that will fit within this
program. Again, this is a supplementary program; it is meant
for tourism relief. This is something that we have been talking
about for a very long time. I look forward to further questions.

Mr. Hassard: It is clear that this policy does not make
sense for bars and restaurants. It is also clear that the minister
doesn’t understand the policy if she can’t explain why they
chose 60 percent and if she can’t even explain how a bar or a
restaurant is supposed to even prove that 60 percent of their
business came from tourists.

Bars and restaurants are suffering for a whole lot of reasons
other than a lack of tourism. They have done their part to protect
the community by adhering to public health guidelines, but this
came at a cost. Now it is time for the government to do its part,
Mr. Speaker.

Will the minister just get rid of the 60-percent threshold so
that this program can actually help all bars and restaurants that
are suffering today?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | am quite sure that the member
opposite is not hearing me. This is a tourism supplementary

program. We have the Yukon business relief program. We have
had it in place since March. The majority of the recipients of
that program right now are related to the tourism, visitation, and
travel industry.

There are definitely ways that businesses can make their
case in terms of their eligibility around the 60-percent
threshold. We work with the Yukon business survey, and that
is where we get our statistics. There are other measures that we
can assist businesses with. Again, this is for businesses that
have maxed out the current relief programs.

If there are businesses — and I’m speaking to Yukoners
right now — that are having any issues with accessing these
programs or think that they may be eligible, please contact the
Department of Tourism and Culture, and yukon.ca has all of the
numbers to get in touch with both Tourism and Culture and
Economic Development. We will work with every single
business individually to make sure that they have the right
supports.

Question re: COVID-19 pandemic public health
measures for hospitality industry

Mr. Kent: Earlier this week, restaurants and bars
received an e-mail from the Yukon government informing them
that, starting Monday, December 7, they will be required to
keep a sign-in sheet to record anyone who enters their
establishment, including how long they stayed there. This is a
new requirement placed on restaurants and bars in the Yukon.

Can the minister please explain how they are going to
enforce this new policy requirement on our hospitality sector?

Hon. Ms. Frost:  As we continue to adapt and respond to
COVID-19, we are identifying new ways to keep our
community safe. Businesses, including bars and restaurants,
were required to submit operational plans prior to reopening to
ensure the health and safety of staff and customers. These plans
were approved by the Health Emergency Operations Centre and
followed the guidelines of the chief medical officer of health.

Bars and restaurants were notified this week that,
beginning December 7, customers will be required to sign in
upon entry. Owners will be required to keep a log of this contact
information for 30 days. A call is being set up for bars and
restaurants on Monday so that they can speak with the
environmental health officers about this requirement. We
recognize the importance of keeping our partners informed of
the new requirements and developments and providing bars and
restaurants opportunities. We have given advance notice that
will allow the owners time to make the adjustments and have
opportunities to respond to any questions that they might have
with departmental officials.

With this introduction of this new requirement, we are
creating an additional tool that will help owners, staff, and
customers to access food and drink service premises while
staying safe and providing safe measures.

Mr. Kent: T'm not sure if I heard an answer to that
question, which was: How is the government going to enforce
this new policy requirement on our hospitality sector?

This new measure is another tool for our contact tracers to
use in their work, and we understand how important that work
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is. But we do worry about further burdening our restaurant and
bar industry that is already struggling.

Can the minister tell us if there will be any further supports
or assistance provided to these businesses to help them
implement this new public health measure?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We have been reaching out to
those bars and restaurants to work with them through this. It’s
not so much about enforcement as it is about working with
them. It is a new guideline that the chief medical officer of
health brought forward, and it’s about trying to keep folks safe.

Most of the bars and restaurants have a system where, as
people come in, they have the ability to clean their hands, to be
greeted, and to be seated. There is already typically a way
where there can be a sign-in book, just like we have right now
at our community centres and at dentist offices and other
places. It’s a pretty straightforward thing. We will work with
bars and restaurants to make sure that they are able to get it up
and running.

It’s for the safety of those bars and restaurants, for the
safety of our customers, and for the safety of the Yukon, and |
think it’s a small step. It’s just there to try to make sure that, if
there is a problem, we can reach Yukoners right away to alert
them. It’s about keeping Yukoners safe.

Mr. Kent: As | mentioned, we understand that this is
another tool for our contact tracers to use in their work to keep
Yukoners safe. We understand how important that work is, but
it does come with a cost. It does come with a cost for those
small businesses — those bars and restaurants.

Several other jurisdictions have implemented similar
measures to assist with contact tracing; however, in many
places, governments have offered support by providing
programs or apps that use quick response — or QR — codes to
reduce the amount of work on restaurants and bars. This means
that instead of forcing every business to manually keep a sign-
in and sign-out sheet, someone could just quickly scan a code.

Has the Yukon government considered using a QR code
system or having one developed to reduce the burden on these
small businesses that are having yet another requirement put on
their plate?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | will have to check back on the
specifics of the question. | thank the member opposite for that
suggestion. | will say that we have worked to introduce
technologies wherever possible — such as automatic texts, a
call centre — all of this is to help build confidence with
Yukoners in our businesses so that they know that they will be
safe — or safer — when they go. So, | am happy to check on
that.

What | can say is that all those people who have been doing
this work — whether it is communicating to the businesses,
getting the programs in place, or environmental health officers
— everybody is working hard to work with those businesses to
help them to make sure that it will be as safe as possible for
Yukoners. | appreciate the suggestion and we will find out what
work is being done. Whenever we can do something that is
simple, we will work to try to get that in place, because we all
want it to be simpler so that it’s safer as well.

Question re:  Yukon First Nation education

Ms. White: The Yukon First Nation Education
Directorate was announced by the Council of Yukon First
Nations in August of this year. The mission of the Yukon First
Nation Education Directorate is to exert unified control over
First Nation education. The education directorate will work
toward the creation of a Yukon First Nation school board,
providing a First Nation with more authority over the education
of its citizens, and envisions a Yukon First Nation school here
in Whitehorse. This was endorsed by the Minister of Education,
who committed her department to working with First Nations
to create an independent school board.

Can the minister tell us what steps this government has
taken toward the creation of a Yukon First Nation school
board?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am extremely proud of the work
that is being done between the Department of Education, the
Yukon First Nation Education Directorate, the Yukon First
Nation governments across the territory, and their education
directors. There has been much work with respect to the
concept of a First Nation school board. A framework is being
built and I expect to be able to speak more about that in the very
near future.

I should note that it is the result of the collaboration and
the coming together of the partners in education in relation to
responding to the needs of First Nation students and First
Nation governments and education directorates across the
territory. The work is going very well and | expect very soon to
be able to speak more about it. I certainly don’t want to infringe
on any of the work that is being done at that table, so I won’t
say much more, other than to say that the work has been very
positive and we’re excited to be able to move forward with what
we hope is a First Nation school board in the very near future.

Ms. White: We look forward to that update.

In 2019, the Auditor General found that the Yukon
Department of Education did not know whether its programs
met the needs of Yukon First Nation students. This finding was
a repeat from a previous Auditor General’s education report 10
years earlier. When a public hearing for the education audit was
announced, the Yukon First Nations Chiefs Committee on
Education requested that they be given an opportunity to
participate in the public hearing of the Auditor General’s report
on education, recognizing the report’s focus on First Nation
students. This request was denied.

What is this government doing to collect the concerns of
First Nation students, parents, families, and governments in the
delivery of education to their citizens?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Sorry, I’'m
looking for a note and I’'m reading a note from one of my
colleagues that says that | should not be standing, but here I am.

The Auditor General’s report — just to be clear — in 2019
did not build on the Auditor General’s report from 2009. It
specifically says that it did not do so. Nonetheless, it did have
extremely important information in it regarding how the
Department of Education should learn and respond to the needs
of special educated students, inclusive education for students
and in particular those with respect to First Nation students. As
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a result, the work began almost immediately. Actually, it had
begun before the Auditor General’s report came out.

There are a number of ways in which we’re responding to
the Auditor General’s report, not the least of which is the
review of inclusive and special education which was announced
prior to that report coming out from the Auditor General. Itis a
critical part of the work of the Department of Education going
forward.

We are mindful of the fact that students’ needs have not
been responded to in the way that we want them to be. Going
forward, the review will work with families, students,
educators, and others to determine who will do that work best.

Ms. White: T would note that the Auditor General’s
report said that we risked repeating mistakes of the past and
leaving an entire generation of students behind.

The Department of Education’s 2019 annual report shows
that First Nation students experience significant difficulties in
the early years. The report notes that First Nation students had
lower graduation rates in comparison to 2018. When
considering the closure of schools in March and the mix of in-
school and virtual learning, we can expect this year’s rate to be
even lower.

What is this minister doing today to ensure improved
graduation rates for First Nation students, especially during
these pandemic times?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: That is certainly an answer that will
take longer than a minute and 30 seconds to review. The
Department of Education and this government take extremely
seriously the lack of attention that has been given to the success
of First Nation students in many ways over the years — a
review of inclusive and special education, working with our
partners; the support and cooperation with the Yukon First
Nation Education Directorate; the work that we have been
doing for the last four years with the Chiefs Committee on
Education; and individual funding provided to individual First
Nations and their education directorates for the purposes of
achieving their priorities in their home communities — | could
go on and on. There are many more.

I should note that the Department of Education accepted
all of the recommendations in the Auditor General’s report. We
have been working extensively on how to provide real
responses to the recommendations. They are real, meaningful
responses that will achieve and support our students across the
territory.

Question re:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre
rehabilitation and reintegration of inmates

Ms. Hanson: The 2015 Auditor General’s Report on
Corrections said that Yukon’s correctional system does not
adequately prepare offenders for successful reintegration into
the community. No doubt this is tied to another finding in the
report that the Whitehorse Correctional Centre does not meet
its obligation to incorporate the cultural heritage needs of
Yukon First Nations into its program and services.

Last April, the Salvation Army’s Adult Resource Centre
closed its doors. The minister announced that the transition
program formerly offered at the ARC would be moved to a unit

at the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. At the time, we were
told that residential program participants at the Whitehorse
Correctional Centre would take part in community-based
activities to facilitate rehabilitation and/or reintegration into the
community.

What evidence can the minister provide to this House that
the residential program operating within the Whitehorse
Correctional Centre is facilitating rehabilitation and
reintegration?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to
address this question on the floor of the House today.

The John Howard Society began operating a 24/7
supervised community housing program for justice-involved
men on May 1, 2019. The Department of Justice chose to co-
locate the supervised community housing program in a separate
and distinct area of the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. This
decision was made to maintain the program capacity, to
appropriately use an underutilized safe and stable bed space,
and to allow for program integration predicated on the
individualized continuum of care model.

That model has been implemented by the John Howard
Society. They are experts in this field of reintegration and
assisting justice-involved men. | am extremely pleased that the
John Howard Society chose to come and work on this project
and set up a presence here in the territory. We will all benefit
from their expertise in this area. The program has decidedly and
reportedly been very successful. The men who have been in the
program and the supervisors with respect to the John Howard
Society are doing an extremely good job there. The programs
are continuing, and | look forward to further questions.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, let me remind this House
that it was with little public or targeted stakeholder discussion
that this government contracted the Vancouver-based John
Howard Society to deliver a residential program within the
walls of the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. When questioned,
Department of Justice officials admitted that nowhere else in
Canada is a jail used to transition inmates from the correctional
institution to the community.

The department boasted that this was an innovative pilot
project. To date, the minister has not indicated the criteria to be
used to evaluate whether or not this pilot project is a success.
Any pilot project with the potential to negatively impact an
individual’s successful community reintegration demands an
active, timely, and independent assessment of its delivery by
the government department funding it.

Can the minister tell us who is responsible for assessing the
John Howard residential program?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Unfortunately, the question makes it
sound like there is no community involvement in this process,
and there certainly is community involvement with respect to
the Council of Yukon First Nations and with respect to our
other justice partners throughout this process.

The short time frames associated with finding an
alternative and continuing this process and these programs
without
a break in service was critical.
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It should also be clear that, while the John Howard Society
is having this work done in a portion of what was the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, it is certainly a separate
entrance. It is certainly available for justice-involved men to
come and go as they please. The programming is intense. It is
working within the community, and it is being supervised and
reviewed by not only Corrections officials but the Department
of Justice to make sure that we are providing services to these
individuals so that there is no break in service.

It is an incredibly important program. It does not exist
everywhere in Canada, and it is heralded by many departments
of justice because this is an innovative way for justice-involved
men to be reintegrated into the community.

Ms. Hanson: The government is funding this unusual
approach to community reintegration that is housing people in
the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. From the outset, this
project has had no objective criteria to determine if it is working
or not. Without a framework to evaluate the John Howard
program, there can be no certainty that it is actually achieving
the goals of successful rehabilitation and community
reintegration.

The government says that they base their decisions on
evidence. As the minister prepares next year’s budget, we have
yet to see any descriptions of the objective independent
evidence that will be used to determine whether the John
Howard program is the most cost-effective, culturally
appropriate approach to achieving successful community
integration.

What objective, evidence-based criteria will the minister
use to determine whether inmates who are supposed to be
transitioning to life outside of the Whitehorse Correctional
Centre have received the support necessary to succeed while
housed in that same Correctional Centre?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Unfortunately, the Member for
Whitehorse Centre is clearly misunderstanding some of the
goals and is offended by the location of this program. I can
assure her that the experts in reintegrating individuals into the
community are not offended by that location. The John Howard
Society came to the Yukon. | think it has been called
“Vancouver-based”, but certainly, they have individuals here
now and are making a presence in the territory to assist our
justice-involved men here in the territory — and hopefully,
very soon, justice-involved women as well.

I can indicate that the budget presented to the John Howard
Society is slightly less than the budget that was provided to the
Salvation Army when they were running what was known as
the ARC and that the costs of retrofitting that location were
under $30,000. The Department of Justice supports the 24/7
non-custodial supervised community housing that enables
justice-involved individuals to gradually reintegrate or remain
supervised in the community. Supervised community housing
is a critical component of the criminal justice system and
contributes to a safer and healthier Yukon.

Question re: School busing

Ms. Van Bibber: Student transportation continues to be
a challenge for many Whitehorse-area families during the

pandemic. The minister has told us that approximately 250
students who had spots on the bus last year no longer have those
spots available to them.

On November 10, the Minister of Education told this
House — and I quote: “With respect to busing, the three new
school buses have arrived in the territory and they are going
through the required safety testing now. Bus drivers have been
hired and we anticipate the buses being able to be used within
the next two weeks once the safety work has been completed.
They will be put into service in the best interests of the
students.”

Can the government confirm for us that those additional
units are in operation?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: T'm always happy when the
opposition quotes what | have said previously, because it was
the case then and it is the case now. It is the work of the
Department of Education with respect to busing to now try to
provide additional buses for students who are not eligible under
the criteria of either the act or the regulations to ride a school
bus, but nonetheless, the history here in the territory has been
to do our very best to provide extra services where we can.

The health and safety of students and staff is our first
priority. The buses are here. The experts in determining how
those buses should be used, both at the Department of
Education and with Standard Bus, are doing their work. | expect
news on this any day on how those additional students can be
best accommodated. It is a complex situation — a complex
matter. | can assure the members opposite that | have been
asking as to when that work will be completed, as have the
senior officials at the department, and we will provide
Yukoners with that information as soon as possible.

Ms. Van Bibber: There are a number of split families
that have concerns with student transportation this year. Their
children are spending time in two different residences and
require pickup and drop-off at different spots throughout the
week. In many cases, this situation has not been accommodated
by the government.

Why is the Liberal government unwilling to recognize the
situation that these families find themselves in and
accommodate their unique needs for student transportation?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am sure that members opposite and
Yukoners have heard me say, prior to today, that we work with
every family individually. You can imagine that over 2,000
students require quite a detailed combination of the busing
department and the officials who do that work, working with
parents — sometimes from split families, sometimes not,
sometimes from families who wish to have a child picked up
and taken to school but then later taken to an after-school
program or to a daycare. That is a complex series of
conversations and a complex series of information in a complex
web of making determinations about how students get from
point A to point B and back maybe to C and D. As a result,
every family is worked with individually, and the adjustments
are made, the plans are made, and the school bus schedules are
made as a result of accommodating Yukon students as best we
can.
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Ms. Van Bibber: Some families we heard from have
said that their children’s school bus service was cancelled a
week before the start of school in August. This left them in a
tough spot of rearranging work schedules or finding alternative
transportation for their children to get to school.

Does the Liberal government believe that providing seven
days’ notice to a family that they no longer have school bus
service is sufficient?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 think everyone knows that we are
in the middle of a world pandemic. I don’t say that lightly; I
don’t say it tritely; I don’t say it — but to remind the members
of this Legislative Assembly that Yukoners know that; they
know that very well. They know how hard their government
and government departments are working to respond to things
that change day by day. We have had, for many months now,
all eligible students assigned to a school bus. What we are
working on now is individuals who are not eligible under the
Education Act or under the education regulations for school bus
service, but nonetheless, we are working diligently to provide
that service to them and we will do so as soon as we are able.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 359

Clerk: Motion No. 359, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.

Speaker: It is moved by the Minister of Community
Services:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that the current state
of emergency, established under the Civil Emergency Measure
Act and expiring on December 8, 2019, should be extended.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate being
back in the Legislature today to debate the state of emergency.
I will say from the outset that what I’'m looking for is to hear
from all members of this House whether they agree that we
should extend the state of emergency.

Our goals all along have been to protect the wellness of
Yukoners, the health and safety of Yukoners, and it is hard to
imagine a higher goal for us as elected representatives. | will
just review briefly the pertinent facts leading up to the decision
that is coming on or before December 8.

The first one is with regard to the epidemiology. We know
that COVID is not slowing down; it is in fact increasing. We
can see light at the end of the tunnel with vaccines, but we are
not there yet, and we have to be so careful. We first declared a
state of emergency, | believe, on March 27. | think we extended
it on June 12 and we extended it again on September 9. As
noted in the motion itself, that will need to be extended on
December 8 if we wish to maintain the state of emergency.

What is the situation with the pandemic? Globally, on
September 9, there were nearly 28 million cases. Today, there
are over 65 million cases, which means that is has more than

doubled in the past three months, since we last declared the
state of emergency. In the US, the situation went from 6.4
million on September 9 to today, when there is over 14 million.

Alaska has gone from 6,800 around September 9 to today,
when the count is nearly 35,000. That is a five-fold increase
over the past three months — 90 days.

Canada has gone from 136,000 cases to right around
400,000 cases. In the Yukon, we have gone from 15 to just over
50. Again, it is a significant increase, and we are in the middle
of a wave here in the Yukon, here in Canada, here in North
America, and here in the world.

The other one | will mention is Nunavut. Nunavut went
from having zero cases on September 9 — in fact, zero cases
up until a month ago — and in one short month, they went from
zero to 198 cases. This just shows us how quickly COVID can
spread when we’re not putting in place the safety measures to
protect our citizens.

That is the situation with the epidemiology. I think it’s
worth it to also just acknowledge some of the human reality of
that, Mr. Speaker. | have been in many conversations lately
with communities. | will just mention some really great
conversations with the community of Watson Lake, with the
Liard First Nation and the Town of Watson Lake, talking about
how to protect against burnout, how to communicate with the
public, how to shore up their capacity, and how to work with
them. There was a period of time over the past month to month
and a half where there were some cases in Watson Lake. One
of the really heartfelt stories that | heard was about some of the
stigma that was attached to COVID with that community and
how it was affected as it came into other communities. | was
hearing about some of the prejudice that was shown toward
citizens of Watson Lake. It was tough. There is a lot of fear and
anxiety out there.

I will share one more small story here today. | was on a
conference call and there was a staff member who was working
from home. He is one of those staff members who was brought
across from another department. I don’t even actually know
which department, but he is working on the COVID situation,
working from home, and suddenly, in the background, I heard
his daughter asking about getting her dance clothes on because
there was a dance video on TV or something. She really wanted
to dance, and it was a real moment. Her dad, our public servant,
was saying, “Yes, your dance clothes are in the laundry” —
because apparently, she has been dancing a lot — so, reality
there, Mr. Speaker.

That is what is going on in terms of the numbers and in
terms of the stories.

But why do we need to declare a state of emergency? |
think that we all understand the challenges in front of us, but
why go through the trouble of declaring a state of emergency?
As | have said many times — as | said recently to the media —
it is basically about three things. There are quite a few more
that are important as well, but the main three things, as |
understand it, are: to put in place isolation requirements; to put
in place border controls; and to put in place enforcement to
support those. That’s it. If we don’t have the state of
emergency, those things must go, and then we would be
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navigating through COVID without some of those really
important measures.

We wouldn’t lose the “safe six” because they are just
recommendations. They are just us talking with Yukoners.

Again, thank you to all Yukoners for doing their part,
because we are in this together. I still use the term “Team
Yukon.”

That is the why. Let me also — because | think that
members of this Legislative Assembly, in thinking about their
positions on this motion in front of us today, will want to know
what we are hearing from our communities. Of course, we are
just one order of government. | have indeed spoken with First
Nations and municipalities. | spoke — I think it was last week
— with them, but time always blurs a little bit. I will be
speaking again this weekend with municipalities, but what |
have heard has been unanimous. Our First Nation governments
and our municipal governments are saying, “Yes, please.
Extend the state of emergency.” So, I share that with all
members of this Legislature.

Let me move for a moment, Mr. Speaker, to talk about
some things that | have heard in this session. | think that we are
now on day 35, if my count is correct, of this Sitting. Let’s just
go back to the beginning of the Sitting and just talk about
questions or comments that | have heard here in this
Legislature.

Up until today, | thought that there had been a shift,
although I will note a question that came today that made think,
“Okay, hold on.”

I’m just referencing back through Hansard, Mr. Speaker.
On October 1, the first day we sat, the Member for Kluane
asked if we would be expanding the travel bubble — just
saying, BC, but what about Alberta? We stood up and we said
that, no, what we need to do is to watch the epidemiology and
to protect the health and safety and the wellness of Yukoners.

On October 5, our next sitting day, the MLA for
Whitehorse Centre asked why we don’t get high schools back
full time. | recalled the Minister of Education standing up and
saying that it’s all about the safety of those schools. It’s about
making sure that there is enough space for those students so that
we can keep them safe and that we have most of our students
back full time but, for the three high schools here in the Yukon,
grades 10 to 12, we don’t have enough space. It was about
keeping those kids safe.

Then the next day, on October 6, the MLA for Copperbelt
North asked the same question: When are we going to get all of
those high school kids back in full time? | heard the Minister of
Education say the same thing again — it’s about the safety of
the Kids.

Later on, in the same Question Period on October 6, the
MLA for Watson Lake asked about opening up to Alberta.
Again, we gave the same response.

Just after that, the MLA for Porter Creek North asked when
we were going to get more kids on the school buses. Again, the
Minister for Education said that it’s about safety on the school
buses. That’s what we have to look at. We have to make sure
that there is enough space for those kids on the school buses,
and that’s what we have to prioritize because, if we put more

kids on the school buses, what we would be doing — yes, we
would be getting more kids on school buses, but we would be
elevating the risk.

On October 7, the MLA for Kluane asked again about
expanding the travel bubble.

On October 8, the MLA for Lake Laberge asked about a
detail on how the education funding would be used to get the
high schools back to full time, but of course, what we said was
that it’s not just about the funding; it’s about the safety of those
kids.

Again, on October 14, the MLA for Lake Laberge argued
about the situation here in the Yukon, saying that it’s not a
black-and-white situation and that some of the people whom he
was talking with would like to open up the travel bubble to
Alberta.

I just want to say, Mr. Speaker, that I think we’ve all heard
that. | think that all members of this Legislature hear from the
range of perspectives of Yukoners. It’s always diverse, and
there are always criticisms about the choices, as there should
be.

I stopped noting on — two sitting days later, on
October 19, the MLA for Kluane wanted to get information on
when we could relax these rules. He was asking questions about
timing. Well, when are we going to know about relaxing the
rules so that we could expand travel to other jurisdictions?
Again, as in all the times we stood here, it was to say that it’s
about the safety of Yukoners.

In the interim, from when our Sitting started until today, |
think that everyone started to say, “Hey, you know what —
hold on, hold on. It’s not safe yet. We do need to put in place
some more measures.” I would like to acknowledge that all
members of this Legislature did vote to say that the state of
emergency was still important to have.

I’1l talk a little bit about that, but I just want to note before
I move on to that — I was surprised today to hear again from
the Member for Porter Creek North the same question: When
are we going to get more kids on school buses? What | have
heard the Minister of Education say is, “When it’s safe.” I even
heard her say that this is not meant to be a trite response. It
means that the priority has to be about the safety of the Kids.
We appreciate and we understand that there are blended
families and that moving kids around through those blended
families is complex. I think that the Minister of Education even
acknowledged that — that trying to schedule school buses is
complex.

I’'m sure that all of us as MLAs have dealt with
constituents’ concerns regarding that situation. I appreciate
how problematic it is. However, the priority is — and remains
— the safety and wellness of Yukoners. I don’t think that any
government would ever work to rush to get kids back on if we
thought that it was not safe. We take that advice always from
the chief medical officer of health — meaning that we are
talking with him often and asking for his advice.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, | had the opportunity speak
briefly with Dr. Hanley yesterday and asked him very directly
about us and the state of emergency. | asked for his perspective
on our situation. He said to me — and | will paraphrase here —
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that this is still a worrisome time for us because of the surge in
Canada. He still has concerns here in the Yukon. | heard him
speaking on the radio again this morning about those concerns.

What about that last motion that we had — similar to this
one? This one is about extending the state of emergency. I will
note, Mr. Speaker, that we didn’t put some sort of timeline on
it. That is not how the act works; it is not how it is set up. It just
basically says that you declare a state of emergency and you
can undeclare it whenever that state of emergency ends. If you
have not undeclared it by 90 days, it ceases to exist. That is why
we need to make this decision by December 8.

I just want to note that, when we brought forward this
motion previously — or a similar motion — it was a private
member’s motion. The Member for Copperbelt North brought
it forward. He actually had to bring it back three times in a row.
That took us five weeks. There were five weeks of debate in
this Legislature. | went through all of that debate and counted
all the times that each member of the Legislature stood to speak.
I will leave out all of the points of order. | will just talk about
those times when members stood to speak. Of course, there
were several proposed amendments, so that meant that people
could get up many times. The record goes to the Member for
Lake Laberge, who stood to speak to the motion five times. The
Official Opposition spoke over that five-week period — three
days of debate — for 85 percent of the time on the floor of this
House. That’s how much time it took. In particular, the Member
for Lake Laberge stood and spoke for a long period of time.
One of the things that | recall him saying — and | will have to
look it up in Hansard — was that he had a lot to say.

| appreciate that, but | also think that we need to get to
decisions in a timely fashion when we’re talking about
emergencies. So, the Member for Lake Laberge spoke for
35 percent of the time of everybody in this House — one third
of the time of this House was for one member to speak. |
certainly listened to what he had to say. | certainly appreciate
that the problem is complex. | also understand that, as people
elected to this Legislature — and, on our side, as people in the
role to run the government — we have to take decisions.

Okay. | will finish off by referencing yesterday’s tributes
in this House. | just would like to acknowledge that every
member from all parties who rose to speak yesterday in those
tributes talked about and acknowledged the amazing work of
Yukoners. | think it started with the public service, but it
extended beyond to all Yukoners and the work that they were
doing collectively to keep us safe in this time. That is why |
think of it as Team Yukon. That’s what I think we’re doing
here. | think that, as a territory, we are working together to
protect the health and safety — the wellness — of all Yukoners.

I acknowledge that there is a range of perspectives out
there. | have never been surprised by that. In the end, though,
we need to take decisions. So that is why | brought this motion
forward. It is to allow all members of this Legislature to voice
their opinions on this motion and then to vote on it. I look
forward to that vote.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Cathers: | am pleased to rise to speak to this
motion. | want to note that, as the Yukon Party critic for
democratic institutions, | will be the only speaker to the motion
and | will be relatively brief in speaking to it so that we can
return to debate on the government’s budget.

The principle behind this motion is exactly what we have
been asking for since the spring of this year — that important
principle is democracy. The opportunity for elected Members
of the Legislative Assembly to vote on the extension of
extraordinary powers of the government is an essential
requirement for a proper, working democracy. We finally had
that opportunity — although months after it should have
happened.

Fundamentally, we believe that the use of emergency
powers should be subject to democratic oversight. As Members
of the Legislative Assembly know, the spring legislative Sitting
ended abruptly in March. At the time, we supported
government’s request to end the Sitting to allow them to focus
on responding to what was, at the time, a quickly evolving
situation. COVID-19 was a new, emerging threat and Yukoners
watched as countries like Italy and Spain struggled to cope.
They watched as jurisdictions like New York and Québec faced
serious outbreaks.

So, in light of that situation, we agreed to allow rapid
passage of the government’s budget and adjournment of the
Legislature. In the weeks following that decision, as we began
to get a better sense of how the virus was moving and how we
needed to respond to it, as well as with the government bringing
in sweeping changes to existing laws without oversight, we
began pressing the government to allow for proper legislative
oversight of its actions.

Ultimately, what we were seeking was a return of the
Legislature in some form. Jurisdictions around the world were
finding ways to allow for their parliaments and legislatures to
work because of the importance of maintaining a democracy,
even in a pandemic. Some jurisdictions even made the
statement that democracy is an essential service. In contrast,
here in the Yukon, the Premier was quoted on the radio as
saying that we are — and I quote: ... not in a situation where
we need legislative oversight for any of the actions that we’ve
done so far.”

In almost every other province and territory in Canada,
legislatures were meeting to allow democracies to function. In
almost every other jurisdiction in the country, elected
representatives were debating the use of emergency powers and
providing legislative oversight on government actions. That is
how our system of government is intended to work.

So, we began to write the Liberal government about
meeting with the opposition to negotiate terms of the return of
democratic oversight in the Yukon. We wrote letters on May 4,
May 7, May 11, May 14, and June 1. The NDP also wrote
letters to the same effect. While the Liberals are correct that
they responded to our letters, they never agreed — or even
acknowledged — our request to meet to discuss the return of
the Legislature or the allowance of democratic oversight. So, it
is quite disingenuous when the government pretends that they
did.
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Similarly, the Liberals also denied our request to have the
Standing Committee on Statutory Instruments meet to review
the many ministerial orders that the government was issuing
under their emergency powers. As we have discussed at length,
these ministerial orders were broad and sweeping. They
included granting the ability to the Yukon government to alter
contracts, deal with the way Yukoners are taxed, and limit
mobility rights for Canadians. We know that at least one of their
ministerial orders is being challenged by Yukoners in court on
the grounds that it was an unconstitutional infringement on
their Charter rights.

We have said all along that the government should not be
casual or flippant about its use of these powers. We all know
that the Civil Emergency Measures Act was never intended to
be used in this way or for this long. Even the minister
responsible for it has admitted this.

Earlier this week in debate about the use of the Civil
Emergency Measures Act, the minister said that he didn’t
understand our position. He wondered aloud why we would
insist on providing democratic oversight of the government’s
actions by saying — and I quote: “I’m not sure if it’s a point of
principle...” Well, Mr. Deputy Speaker, yes, it is a point of
principle. That important principle is democracy. That’s one of
the most important principles there is. We are proud to have
stood up for it even as the Liberals fought against it.

In our system of democracy, the executive branch — the
government — is accountable to the legislative branch — the
Legislature — and we are all accountable to the people of the
Yukon. That incredibly important foundational principle is
exactly what we’ve been fighting for through this year and
throughout this legislative Sitting.

We have proposed motions, amendments to motions, and
even actual private members’ legislation during this Sitting. All
of those are proposed with the intent of respecting that
important principle of democracy. The executive branch should
not be able to unilaterally grant itself sweeping and broad new
powers and exercise those powers without any sort of
democratic oversight indefinitely. We have said all along that
the extension of the state of emergency should be done by a
vote in the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Finally, after many months, the Liberals have given us that
ability with today’s motion. It is too bad that the Liberal
government had to be dragged kicking and screaming to allow
for this basic respect of democratic principles and a shame that
it took so many months.

It is also unfortunate that this requirement is not set out in
legislation. The private member’s bill that I tabled last month,
Bill No. 302, would make this requirement law. We are glad
that the Liberal government has finally come around to this
important principle and brought forward the motion today.

I know that they view it as an afterthought and that they
have already extended the state of emergency multiple times
since declaring it back in March, but for us, this is an important
matter of principle.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we will be voting in favour of this
motion, but we will continue to identify how things can be done
better. We understand that many of government’s support

measures for keeping Yukoners safe during the pandemic flow
from the state of emergency. So, we do agree that the state of
emergency should be extended. Despite what the government
has said — and seems to think still — we have not opposed
their ability to exercise ministerial orders, but we have said —
and we will continue to say — that bringing forward time-
limited legislation for debate and passage in the Legislative
Assembly instead of using a ministerial order, which only
Cabinet is involved in passing, would be a better approach, a
more open approach, and a more democratic approach, and that
is the approach we will continue to advocate.

That being said, we have not opposed the content of some
of the ministerial orders themselves. In fact, in some cases, we
think that they were premature in revoking some of those
ministerial orders that created advantages for business and
would note that, just as they imposed them without public
consultation, they also revoked them without public
consultation.

However, we do believe that public consultation should
occur. That should preferably occur before rules are put in
place, but if it is not possible to do that because of the urgency
of the situation, that consultation should still occur after the
order is in place and provide a simple opportunity to ask
affected stakeholders and the public simple questions such as:
What is working? What isn’t? What should we change?

All along, we have opposed the lack of democracy in the
Liberal approach and we have opposed that their actions have
occurred without proper legislative oversight. The details
matter, and we respect that, but in a democracy, public input
matters as well.

As | noted, when possible, public input should be sought
before rules are put in place, but when the urgency of the
situation does not allow it, it is still possible to ask people
afterward what is working, what isn’t, and what we can do
better.

I would also like to take the opportunity to note that our
arguments have also included the need for ministerial orders to
be reviewed by a legislative committee. So, | hope that the
government will take this suggestion seriously and that the
minister will ask his colleagues to reconvene the Standing
Committee on Statutory Instruments or some other legislative
committee to review any future ministerial orders issued under
the Civil Emergency Measures Act as well as to provide an
opportunity to seek public input on the ones that are in place
and to ask questions as basic as: What is working, what isn’t
working, and what can we do better?

I would note as well that it was somewhat odd — the
minister complained about how much time we spent debating
these measures. | would note that talking about the civil
emergency that has been affecting the lives of 40,000 Yukoners
for about nine months — the minister complained that we spent
three days talking about it here in this Assembly. I think that
the minister should recognize that, when we spend time
bringing forward the issues and concerns of Yukoners —
including the fundamentally undemocratic approach taken by
this government — the fact that he and his colleagues had to
spend three days in this House working on this issue seems to
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be pretty small to the Yukoners whose lives have been affected
for months and who have been very upset when they have seen
sweeping impacts to their lives without the opportunity for
input — and the minister dismisses the importance of their
views so casually as to suggest that three days was too long to
talk about it.

When the minister spent time counting how much time
members had spent in debate and how much time the Official
Opposition had spent — at one time, | even heard that he
counted the number of words — | would suggest to the minister
that a far better use of his time during a pandemic would be
consulting with the public on the rules that are affecting their
lives, rather than counting the number of words in Hansard or
figuring out the percentage of the amount of time that the
Official Opposition spent versus how much time the
government spent. That is not a good use of his time. That is
doing nothing to improve public input and public accountability
during a pandemic.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would note as well that we want to
talk about collaboration. We have, on a number of occasions
throughout this pandemic, suggested collaborative approaches.
We proposed working with the government. That includes the
fact that — earlier in the pandemic and on several occasions
since — we proposed all-party legislative committees aimed at
working together and supporting the government’s and the
territory’s response to the pandemic. On multiple occasions, we
proposed these all-party legislative committees, and every
single time, our offer was met with partisan attacks from the
Liberals and rejection.

As recently as yesterday, we proposed a collaborative
motion that would have supported exactly what the Premier has
said that his government is pushing for with regard to vaccine
distribution, which is the argument that Yukon and any other
territory should receive a more than per capita share because of
the unique situation in our territory. Once again, this offer —
an offer to work with them and have a position that was shared
across party lines — was met with partisan attacks from the
Premier and his colleagues.

I hope that, going forward, the government will reconsider
its partisan approach of not working collaboratively with both
opposition parties. We are all elected to represent Yukoners and
we are all hearing from people who have legitimate concerns,
questions, and suggestions regarding how government could
improve its response to the pandemic. We will continue to
listen to Yukoners. We will continue to provide constructive
input to the government as well as identify how we think that
government can do things better, including through the various
proposals that we have made — such as the private member’s
bill that I tabled last month identifying how we would propose
improving the Civil Emergency Measures Act to improve that
public accountability and the accountability of government to
the Legislative Assembly.

By bringing forward this motion and allowing us to debate
it before they make a declaration unilaterally, I believe that the
Liberals are finally slowly beginning to grudgingly
demonstrate that they understand the principle of democracy
we’ve been fighting for.

In recognizing this — before I conclude and before we vote
— I want to note as well that today’s motion does not indicate
how long the government will extend the state of emergency
for. That, of course, is not open or transparent.

The government has also said that they expect to continue
to extend the state of emergency until there has been a vaccine
made available to Yukoners. This suggests that this will not be
the last time that they extend the state of emergency. We don’t
want to end up in the situation again where the government
continues to make unilateral decisions to extend its own powers
without any democratic oversight or scrutiny. With that in
mind, | will move an amendment.

Amendment proposed

Mr. Cathers: | move:

THAT Motion No. 359 be amended by inserting the phrase
“and that the Legislative Assembly should consider any future
extensions before the extensions are implemented” after the
word “extended”.

Speaker: | have reviewed the proposed amendment with
the Clerks-at-the-Table and can advise that it is procedurally in
order.

It has been moved by the Member for Lake Laberge:

THAT Motion No. 359 be amended by inserting the phrase
“and that the Legislative Assembly should consider any future
extensions before the extensions are implemented” after the
word “extended”.

Some Hon. Member:
Speaker:
point of order.
Hon. Mr. Streicker: | am just wondering if we could
ask for a small recess to allow us to consider the amendment,
as per the new COVID rules that we have been working under.
Speaker: Are members in agreement with a brief recess?
All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

(Inaudible)
The Minister of Community Services, on a

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: In order to comply with COVID-19 physical-
distancing measures in order to allow members to confer and to
review their positions with respect to the proposed amendment,
the House will recess for 10 minutes.

Recess

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on the
proposed amendment.

Mr. Cathers: | will not take that much time because the
amendment itself is extremely simple. As noted — but just to
recap, since we did take a recess — it proposes that the
Legislative Assembly would have the opportunity to weigh in
on any future extensions on the state of emergency before that
state of emergency is extended. This is about ensuring that we
never get in a position again where the Liberal government
refuses to allow for democratic oversight and scrutiny of its
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actions — as we saw throughout the months of 2020 — and we
want to ensure that our democracy continues to function and
that the Legislature is extended the same opportunity to
consider debate and ultimately vote before a state of emergency
is extended again.

Mr. Speaker, the minister said in his remarks that we are
all on Team Yukon. | would note that the government’s
response to this friendly amendment is an opportunity to show
whether there is any sincerity to that remark or if the Liberal
government intends to continue their perfect record of rejecting
every single constructive amendment and proposal that we
made during the pandemic.

Ms. Hanson: | am happy to stand and speak in support
of this proposed amendment to the motion put forward by the
Minister of Community Services — the minister responsible for
the Civil Emergency Measures Act — because, in fact, | was
really, really pleased that — and it links, so | am speaking to
the motion to amend — when | heard that the minister was
bringing his motion forward, I thought, “Well, this is great” —
because actually, he is seeking the sanction of the Legislative
Assembly — the democratically elected representatives of the
citizens of Yukon — to extend the Civil Emergency Measures
Act — because, as we all recall, we didn’t — we weren’t here
on March 27 as Members of the Legislative Assembly when the
Civil Emergency Measures Act was enacted for the first time
and subsequent extensions were made.

So, | actually thought that, by bringing it forward today, he
was in fact setting a precedent — that he was indicating to this
Legislative Assembly — and through us, the citizens of Yukon
— that he would be working with all members of this
Legislative Assembly in the future should there be a
requirement to extend the Civil Emergency Measures Act.

So, | anticipated that we would, in fact, be seeing an
extension — given what we are seeing in terms of
epidemiology and the various forecasts that are out there about
the duration of this pandemic — that we would be, in fact,
having an opportunity to re-engage on this very matter in the
Spring Sitting.

So, | do support the amendment. | think it just reinforces
the democratic nature of the work that we do, that the
government does, as the executive arm on behalf of the
Legislative Assembly. So, | thank the Member for Lake
Laberge for bringing it forward.

Speaker:
amendment.

The Minister of Justice, on the proposed

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you to the members of the
Chamber who have spoken to this matter, and thank you to my
colleague for bringing forward this motion today. | think the
amendment proposes to change the current legislation,
Mr. Speaker. Of course, this Chamber is a place in which laws
are made —

Some Hon. Member:

Speaker:
order.

(Inaudible)
The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of

Point of order

Mr. Cathers: | think that the minister is confused. She
said that the proposed amendment to the motion seeks to amend
legislation. The amendment is an amendment to the motion,
and | was just hoping that you could clarify that for the minister
— that she is speaking to a proposed amendment to a motion,
not a proposed legislative amendment.

Speaker: The Minister of Community Services, on the
point of order.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | am not even sure — | just feel
that the member opposite didn’t like what the minister said and
so is somehow entering debate. There is no point of order that
he has listed.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: The Minister of Justice might be incorrect. |
don’t know, really, whether she is, and I don’t think the Chair
really cares whether she is correct or not. This Chamber is not
a truth-seeking Chamber. It is a Chamber where you are
providing competing narratives. So, in any event, | will listen
— but what | would say is that it is, of course, open to the
Chamber to adopt certain motions and it may very well be that
— and | would seek guidance from the Clerks — that this
motion is completely orderly. If that were an issue, that would
have to be a point of order — that the amendment was somehow
not orderly. I have been provided with advice so far that it is
orderly.

The Minister of Justice has a narrative that she believes to
be correct. What we might just be dealing with is competing
narratives, but I will continue to listen.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am not sure how half a sentence
could be objected to, because | am not really sure what | was
going to say, so I am sure that the member opposite doesn’t
know what | was going to say.

The Yukon Party conservatives have repeatedly
characterized the use of the Civil Emergency Measures Act as
being undemocratic. This approach is —

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible)
Speaker: The Minister of Justice has the floor.
Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: The Minister of Justice can sit down — and
can continue to sit, certainly, if she wishes — but there is a
difference — and we have talked about this in the Fall Sitting
— there is a difference between providing the occasional off-
mic comment and criticism versus — for both sides —
engaging in active call-and-response conversation.

So, obviously, it takes two parties to engage in a call-and-
response conversation. As | have said before, if members wish
to have valuable conversations on matters that | am sure are
important and that matter deeply to all Yukoners, then they can
take their conversations outside of the Chamber, engage in
those conversations and hopefully meaningfully bridge
differences and do valuable work on behalf of Yukoners.
However, it’s not acceptable in the Chamber to have these four,
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five, or six call-and-response conversations on the floor of the
Chamber.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: T’'m happy to stand today to speak on
the amendment to Motion No. 359 as proposed by the Member
for Lake Laberge. The Yukon Party conservatives — and, in
fact, the Member for Lake Laberge — in their presentation with
respect to introducing this amendment and then speaking on the
amendment have repeatedly characterized the use of the Civil
Emergency Measures Act as undemocratic. This approach does
a disservice to Yukoners.

They have endlessly complained that the actions of this
government have been without accountability. This simply is
not accurate.

They have, on many occasions, stated that the use of the
Civil Emergency Measures Act has not been transparent. Again,
the approach and that information being conveyed to Yukoners
by the Yukon Party opposition is not accurate.

Let’s be clear about the Civil Emergency Measures Act.
CEMA is a Yukon law. It became a Yukon law after due
consideration by a duly elected governing body. They made
policy. They drafted, they introduced, they considered, they
debated, and ultimately they passed this piece of legislation and
it became Yukon law. Mr. Speaker, what | have just described
is, in fact, the democratic process and a true democratic
process.

The Member for Lake Laberge has said that CEMA was
not intended to be used this way or for this long. He said that
today on the House floor. | may be misquoting; I’m not doing
it verbatim.

This process of giving this kind of information to Yukoners
can’t possibly be known to the member opposite. Even any
research that we were able to do with respect to this piece of
legislation and when the act became law, as far back as 1966,
could not be reviewed with respect to what the intention of the
lawmakers was at the time. In fact, there is much evidence in
the act and the legislation itself that contradicts that point of
view.

One example might be that there are provisions for
extensions of the state of emergency. The act grants authority
— let me just go back for a second to say that the provision for
the ability to extend the state of emergency leads one to believe
that they contemplated the fact that the state of emergency
might, in fact, be extended past 90 days. That is common sense.
The act grants authority to the minister responsible to make
certain decisions to keep Yukoners safe. That is the motivation
and the requirement of the law.

Other Members of the Legislative Assembly in opposition,
particularly the Member for Lake Laberge, have commented
about how this government is somehow giving itself sweeping
new powers — again, misinformation and incorrect approach.
It’s not accurate. There are no sweeping new powers given by
anyone to anyone for anything. The CEMA act is the law that
governs the state of emergency and provides authority to the
sitting government —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
point of order.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Speaking from the other side, the
Member for Lake Laberge just said loud enough for me to hear
all the way over here, “Out and out lying”.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Streicker: If | hear it, sure. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. That is what | heard.

The Minister of Community Services, on a

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on the point of
order.
Mr. Cathers: On the point of order — I don’t believe

that there is a point of order. | was not speaking or recognized
at the time. Whatever the member thinks he heard that may
contravene a Standing Order was not a comment made on
record. We can debate the accuracy of those points if we wish,
but it’s not a point of order.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: In this instance, | would just caution the
Member of Lake Laberge. | may have heard something that was
very close to being clearly unparliamentary language. At that
point, the Chair would likely intervene by himself or herself.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Members of the opposition — and,
in particular, the Member for Lake Laberge — clearly said
earlier today that the government has given itself sweeping new
powers in the approach that it has taken with respect to the
CEMA. That is not accurate information, despite what the
Member for Lake Laberge thinks.

The authority is in the law for the minister to make the
kinds of decisions that have been made and included in the
CEMA orders in this period of a state of emergency here in the
territory, which nobody has asked for and nobody has wanted,
and the CEMA has permitted response by the government to
protect Yukoners.

As a matter of fact, with respect to each and every one of
the decisions made by the Minister of Community Services —
in every situation, he has taken each and every one of those
decisions — he has brought them before Cabinet — an
additional check and balance on the authorities that are
contained in the Civil Emergency Measures Act. Could he have
made these orders directly with respect to respecting that law
and abiding by that law? Absolutely. Did he do so? No.

We have a one-government approach with respect to how
all decisions are made — and certainly with respect to how
these decisions are made — and they have all been made with
the purpose of protecting Yukoners.

The misinformation with respect to the operation of the
CEMA, 1| think, has been a great disservice to Yukoners. |
appreciate that members opposite might have an opinion about
certain decisions made, and they are well required and able to
express those opinions. But to bring into question the operation
of the current law itself, | think, is disrespectful to Yukoners
and, in fact —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)
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Point of order

Speaker:
of order.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | do believe that the member
opposite is speaking on matters other than those that are
contained in the proposed amendment to the motion, which is
the subject to be discussed at this moment, as | understand it.
Perhaps I’m incorrect.

The Member for Whitehorse Centre, on a point

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: | tend to agree with the Member for
Whitehorse Centre. The only caveat | have is that this is now a
debate in that the Minister of Justice is responding directly to
some of the comments that the Member for Lake Laberge
made.

The problem that the Chair is having now is trying to
remember what portions of the Member for Lake Laberge’s
submissions were made in his contributions to the House in his
speaking to the main motion and trying to separate out the
additional comments that he was making with respect
specifically to the amendment. | would just admit that this
represents a challenge. The Minister of Justice certainly could
respond to the substantive comments that the Member for Lake
Laberge made on the main motion.

| agree with the Member for Whitehorse Centre that,
specific to this amendment, the Minister of Justice is likely
straying, but I understand that she is responding to the content
in totality that the Member for Lake Laberge was providing in
his contributions.

If the Minister of Justice could perhaps focus on the
amendment.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | will — certainly striking a few
nerves here — speak more directly to the amendment if
appropriate and as directed.

My submission to this Legislative Assembly is, in fact, that
CEMA is the law of the land. CEMA has been abided by, to the
letter of the law, by this government for the purposes of
protecting Yukoners. The insertion of the phrase as suggested
by the Member for Lake Laberge — requiring that the
Legislative Assembly should consider any future extensions —
is not currently the requirement of the law.

Today we are happy to have brought this motion for the
purposes of discussing that, but as we all know — certainly
some of us more than others — the response to the emergency
situations that arise on a daily basis with respect to CEMA and
the protection of Yukoners is well served at this point by the
current piece of legislation. I won’t be supporting an
amendment to the motion that is here because it is specific to
the purposes of extending the current state of emergency,
pursuant to the law of CEMA and pursuant to the protection of
Yukoners here in the territory. Things will change. We have
brought forward a motion with respect to striking a committee
for the purposes of looking at the CEMA piece of legislation
and determining if and how it could be done better. We look
forward to that future discussion. It is not — in my submission

to this House — something that should be done by way of this
particular amendment.

The motion that is on the floor here today and before this
House on behalf of Yukoners is that we extend the current state
of emergency because the evidence supports it, the world
pandemic facts and figures support it, the epidemiology
supports it, and the protections that are permitted by that act to
protect Yukoners are continuing to be required.

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the proposed
amendment to Motion No. 359?

Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker: Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Silver: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Frost:  Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Disagree.

Mr. Adel: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. McLean: Disagree.

Mr. Gallina: Disagree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Mr. Kent: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree.

Ms. White:  Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are seven yea, nine nay.

Speaker: The nays have it. | declare the motion
defeated.

Amendment to Motion No. 359 negatived

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the main
motion?
Ms. Hanson: | had initially intended to stand to speak in

support of the motion from Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes —
the Minister of Community Services, the minister responsible
for the Civil Emergency Measures Act — and had felt — as |
had said earlier — that the proposed amendment from the
Member for Lake Laberge only enhanced it.

But | thought | would indicate my support for the motion
because, unlike the previous motions that we had from the
government backbenchers or government — whatever — that
basically said in a blanket statement — asking this House to
agree to a state of emergency — nobody would give that kind
of a blind endorsement. But what we have here today in fact is
recognizing that the Government of Yukon has invoked the
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Civil Emergency Measures Act in response to the COVID
pandemic. That implication occurred after the Legislative
Assembly rose. We rose on March 19; it occurred on March 27.

I thought it was a good indication from the Government of
Yukon, the executive branch, that they would actually come
back to this Legislative Assembly and say that we all recognize
and join in recognizing that this pandemic is not over — that in
fact — at least in Canada — we’re in the midst of a second
wave — and who knows what’s coming? They’ve indicated to
us that they’re seeking the approbation of this Legislative
Assembly. I think that’s the democratic thing to do. I applaud
the minister for doing that, and that is why | said earlier that |
thought that this was a good sign and that it did set a welcome
— welcome — indication that it was the intention of this
government to work with Members of the Legislative
Assembly as we go through this pandemic.

You know, the recognition and the understanding of the
impact of COVID-19 is not solely understood by members of
Cabinet. All of us get it, and all of us in this room were elected
to represent Yukoners. We have a duty and a responsibility not
simply to say that whatever government says is correct.

The minister, at the outset, said that there are three
purposes for the Civil Emergency Measures Act — those were
isolation, border controls, and enforcement. But we all know
that, in addition to those three critical functions during a
pandemic, the government has issued a number of other orders
that have had significant impacts on the lives of all Yukoners,
and it is our duty and our responsibility to engage and discuss
them.

Over the course of the last few weeks, my colleague from
Takhini-Kopper King has identified where there may in fact be
opportunities for some of the measures that this government has
put in place pursuant to CEMA to be improved. For example,
when the initial structuring of how we look at how we support
front-line and essential workers who are making less than $20
an hour — the government structured the program in a certain
way. Well, we have found — and we found it again today,
based on feedback coming into our offices — that there are
significantly more than this government has recognized — a
significant number of people who have not been able to access
that program because the way that the government structured it
required the employers to seek out that support, but there are
employees who are suffering as a result of that.

As the minister has said — and | have heard it repeatedly
on the other side — this pandemic is not over, so the need to
address the needs of those essential workers who are doing the
work in our grocery stores and on the front line everywhere in
the territory — not just in Whitehorse — needs to be dealt with.

We have also heard about the situation that has arisen —
and not just because of the pandemic — the issue around rent
increases in this territory — which is quite legitimate — the
increase of rent by whatever amount somebody wants to once
a year. When we brought forth the suggestion that perhaps the
government may want to consider putting a freeze on rent
evictions — because effectively what we are getting are de
facto evictions — which you are not supposed to do during a

pandemic, but people are going to achieve that by increasing
rents by 30 percent or 50 percent.

There are opportunities to have that kind of conversation
in this Legislative Assembly as ministers contemplate, based
on other consultations — because not all consultation occurs
here. But there is a legitimate role for each one of us to be able
to engage and not to be excluded from that, because otherwise,
you are denying the whole democratic institution of what we
are supposedly representing in this Westminster model that we
are supposed to be a part of.

So, yes, | support the motion that the minister brought
forward in seeking the approval of this Legislative Assembly
for the extension of the Civil Emergency Measures Act for
another 90 days, effective, as he said, December 8. He said that
he wanted that, and | am happy to agree with him, but I also
think that it is imperative that there be opportunities for all of
us, as elected members of this Legislative Assembly, to not
only bring forward ideas but to actually be heard and not be met
with already pat answers that just say, “Nope, that’s not how
we did it. That’s not the program as we designed it.” Well, you
know what? There are other points of view.

We represent 60 percent of the people who did not vote for
the government in power. There are 60 percent of Yukoners
who did not vote for them. Out there among that great
60 percent, there may be one or two ideas that are not totally
sympathetic to the views. Maybe there might be a little bit of
humility exercised by the Yukon government to admit that,
once in a while, there may be ideas out there that they didn’t
think about at the time. Perhaps it wasn’t in the range of
considerations that were put forward in the Cabinet submission
that they were reviewing at the time. New evidence and new
ideas come forward.

If the minister is serious when he says that he still likes
using the term “Team Yukon” — well, if you don’t like playing
all your players and if you force players to sit on the benches
all the time and say, “Nope, you can’t play and I don’t want to
hear from you”, that’s not much of a team. That’s not what I
signed up for. | signed up to represent Yukon citizens and | am
going to continue to do so.

I thank the minister for bringing forward his motion. |
thank him for finally recognizing that the Legislative Assembly
has a role, and | am happy to vote in support of the necessary
extension of CEMA.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | am very glad to speak to this
motion this afternoon. In the face of the second wave of this
pandemic, the extension of the measures that we have put in
place thus far is more important than ever. By now, | think that
most people see dawn on the horizon. Vaccines are now
running through their final trials worldwide, and | believe that
the UK has just given one of them a green light. This is
absolutely welcome news, but there is also a hidden danger in
all of this optimism and optimistic news. People everywhere,
including here in the Yukon, are more eager than they have ever
likely been to return to a normal life full of close social
interactions. It is human nature, Mr. Speaker. Frankly, I feel it
too.
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However, a tangible society-wide resistance to this virus is
still many months away, in my opinion. Vaccinations will start
with the most vulnerable. Vaccinations may take two doses,
depending on which version of the vaccine becomes available
first. So, jabbing all of our arms across the country and around
the world is going to take some time, and therein lies the
danger. Many people will likely let their guard down and start
taking more risks. They feel the danger has passed. The virus,
however, will be just as active and dangerous as it was at the
beginning of the pandemic. So, we let our guard down at our
peril, and I implore people to make sure that they continue the
sacrifices they have made: Limit your social circles; please
respect the “safe six”; wear a mask; plan your grocery runs. Do
all of the things that you are doing until the vaccine has actually
taken root in our society. So, Mr. Speaker, this ain’t over until
it is over, and we must remember that.

That is what CEMA is all about. As my good colleague,
the member for beautiful Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, has
said, CEMA allows three things. It allows a few other things,
but the main three are: isolation measures, border control, and
enforcement.

Over the last month, | have been talking to constituents and
to other Yukoners outside of Whitehorse West, and they are
comfortable with the rules that we have put in place. They
support the protections that we have had in place for their
safety, and they want them to continue. | have heard that
message loud and clear. Many people whom | have talked to
throughout this community and around the territory are very
comfortable with the protections that we have put in place in
the face of this global pandemic. This is why I think that it is
important to extend the CEMA order.

| was surprised that the members of the conservative
Yukon Party filibustered for five weeks over a very simple
question recently. That question, Mr. Speaker, was whether
they support the state of emergency. It is a simple question: Do
you support it or not? What we were subjected to, Mr. Speaker,
was hours and hours of filibustering, amendments, weaving and
dodging and delays. After all of those various filibustering
techniques — amendments, hours of talk — the conservative
Yukon Party supported that motion. | was very glad that they
supported it because we know that a significant portion of their
base does not, which is why | suspect they stalled the vote.

Now members have put forward a new sparse CEMA bill.
I want to remind the members opposite that, while the bill and
motions refer to legislative oversight of emergency measures
and while that sounds virtuous and straightforward, there are
very serious pitfalls within them — the most serious, in my
opinion, being the delays which would be created during a
societal emergency when time is absolutely critical.

As | said, a perfect example, as mentioned by my
colleague, the Minister of Community Services, is the fact that
this House took five weeks simply to agree that we were in an
emergency situation and that they supported the state of
emergency — five weeks, Mr. Speaker, on one simple and, to
most people, obvious fact.

So, | cringe to imagine going through endless points of
order, amendments, and speakers while the pandemic spreads

or a fire burns or some other type of threat to our territory grows
perhaps out of control. Of course, there will be accountability
in the Legislature, but that can come when the threat has been
somewhat mitigated and we’re out of whatever crisis that we
find ourselves in, much like we would during a normal fire
season when an emergency presents itself. The Government of
Yukon should never find itself in a situation of paralysis by
analysis when a disaster is looming or unfolding in real time in
this territory.

On the topic of accountability, | know that the members
opposite love to assert falsely that we have denied their
democratic rights — not allowing the Legislature to sit, et
cetera. Let me put the facts before the false. Mr. Speaker, the
opposition has asserted that we are sitting less than other
jurisdictions. This is wrong — absolutely and fundamentally
not true. The Yukon Legislature this year will be sitting for 54
days — 54 days, Mr. Speaker.

That is more than the legislatures of British Columbia,
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, the
Northwest Territories, PEI, and Saskatchewan. We are sitting
longer than all of those legislative assemblies this year during
the pandemic. So, they are wrong, Mr. Speaker, and they have
continuously asserted otherwise.

Mr. Speaker, we are democratic and we are sitting in a
democratic Chamber at the moment debating the state of
emergency in public view, live on the radio, chronicled by
Hansard and the media. We abided by the unanimous will of
the House to do so following a full debate of the budget in the
spring, with us agreeing to forego our legislative agenda and sit
until all opposition questions were answered — which they
were at the time. The budget was passed by this House and we
ended the session. The budget passed in public view, live on
the radio, chronicled by Hansard and the media in this
Chamber.

We ended that session with a promise to the people of the
Yukon. Let me remind the opposition what that promise was —
on that last day of that session, late at night, we were here in
this Chamber and we unanimously agreed to return to this
Chamber — the Legislative Assembly — on October 1. We
unanimously agreed to come back on that date. Guess what,
Mr. Speaker? We fulfilled that promise. We came back here on
October 1 during the pandemic, as promised and unanimously
agreed to in public in this Chamber, on the radio, in full public
view, and under media scrutiny.

It wasn’t just that, though, Mr. Speaker. Over the summer,
we made the opposition five offers to meet and discuss the
budget and CEMA orders — five offers. They could ask these
questions publicly, with Hansard support, and they refused.
They refused five times. | wondered then, as | wonder now,
where their democratic principles were this summer. So, please
forgive us if we express scepticism of the so-called olive branch
motions being extended by the Yukon Party in this House this
week. Perhaps if they come clean with Yukoners on the real
reasons why they turned their back on democracy this summer,
we might be more likely to accept their olive branches in the
future.
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| want to know — it was interesting to hear Currie Dixon,
leader of the conservative Yukon Party, telling local media how
he now supports extending the state of emergency. This is
certainly a change from early in the summer when the Yukon
Party was telling anyone who would listen how they disagreed
with the restrictions that had been put in place for their safety.
They were opposed to it.

Let’s go back to the early days of this pandemic when the
federal Conservative candidate in the last election made a
comment in the Whitehorse Star on May 1, 2019, about where
they stood. It sounded remarkably like the approach currently
playing out in Alberta under Jason Kenney — another
individual whom the conservative Yukon Party admires so
much that they have used him as a fundraising draw here in
Whitehorse. Let me quote the Yukon conservative candidate’s
comments last May. “... humanity has not faced a challenge
like this pandemic in generations, so politicians are taking
direction from medical experts — ordinary professionals, in
extraordinary circumstances, doing the best they can — but
public confidence wavers when their advice changes daily.
While doctors may be experts in health, they are not experts in
financial or cultural health...”

I would like to point out that this individual remained on
the Yukon Party payroll throughout the summer.

The first reaction — both locally and federally — from
conservatives to the governing party’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic was to discredit the chief medical officers
of health across our nation. At the same time, prominent
members of the Yukon Party were busy financially supporting
a court action against the measures put in place to protect
Yukoners. | am glad to see that the Yukon Party has changed
its mind and it now thinks that those measures are a good idea.

This afternoon, a few moments ago, we heard the Member
for Whitehorse Centre speak about the CEMA orders beyond
the three that we mentioned earlier — border controls,
enforcement, and isolation — and wanting to discuss them. Yet,
this summer, that member too turned down that opportunity —
not once, but twice. Twice she was offered opportunities to
discuss those CEMA orders in this Legislature, with Hansard
support, and the member turned it down.

So, please excuse my scepticism of her moral outrage this
afternoon. It rings hollow. This summer, when she could have
represented her constituents and when the member opposite
could have come off the bench, she refused.

I will, of course, be supporting this motion and I sincerely
hope that the Official Opposition and the Third Party do the
same. | have heard them express that they will. | am glad for
that, because it is no exaggeration when | say that the CEMA
orders we are now contemplating are going to save lives.

Mr. Kent:  Although I hadn’t intended to speak, I do just
want to offer a few comments to what I’ve heard here today and
perhaps offer a bit of experience from my time in this
Legislature. I’'m hoping for perhaps some better days ahead as
we close out this Fall Sitting here in the next — I believe there
are 10 days left after today.

I just want to comment — | know the Minister of
Highways and Public Works just mentioned — I believe it was
the Member for Copperbelt North’s original motion to support
the state of emergency. He said that it took five weeks to get it
passed, but I think it’s important for Yukoners to know that
government private members — their private members’ day is
once every other week. So, we spent three days talking about
this motion. There were amendments brought forward that we
felt would have improved the democratic oversight, that would
have improved information sharing, and that would have
improved timeliness.

Obviously, the government — which they have the ability
to do — voted against those amendments. But three days —
and after we get through the Daily Routine there was, | would
say, at most, three and a half hours left in the day — so 10.5
hours to debate a motion around a state of emergency that has
affected over 40,000 Yukoners. It has essentially affected every
individual who lives on this planet.

To hear the government talk about filibustering and
complaining that we took three days or 10.5 hours of debate to
go through something so important — | think what all of us in
this House have to think about is the impact of the state of
emergency on all Yukoners. Small business owners — some
have closed their doors, some had to close their doors for the
summer in the tourism industry, and some are hanging on by a
thread. Some bar owners have told me that their business is
down by 80 percent this year over last year.

Obviously, the measures that were brought in were brought
in for health and safety reasons, but | really hope that the
government members think about their statements about how
difficult it was spending 10 and a half hours talking about
something that has affected over 40,000 Yukoners for months
and months on end. I think that the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
and 1, in listening to the Premier complain about how long we
spent in general debate — | think it was eight or 10 hours at the
time that we were in general debate, and that is a normal work
day for most people. That is a bit of a long shift for a
construction worker. When complaints like that are being
lodged by individuals in here who are fortunate enough to still
be employed and receiving a wage, it’s pretty tough for some
of those workers or business owners who are struggling to hear
complaints about 10 and a half hours of debate on something,
or eight or 10 hours of debate on something else, or 15 hours
— those certainly aren’t very long hours when it comes to what
Yukoners out in the private sector have to deal with on a regular
basis when working. For many Yukoners, those complaints will
certainly ring hollow.

As | mentioned, Mr. Speaker, | just want to say that | heard
partisan remarks and political attacks. We are in a House where
that happens, but | think that it is important to put on the record
some of things that we have offered since the start of the
pandemic that were in the spirit of cooperation and
collaboration. Members will remember that what would have
normally been a 30-day Spring Sitting was shrunk down to nine
days because of the pandemic. We agreed at the time to
expedite debate on the budget so that we could pass it.
Obviously, a number of bills stayed on the Order Paper that we
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didn’t get to and would normally have been business in that 30
days, so to once again hear the Minister of Highways and Public
Works say that somehow, in those nine days of debate in the
spring, there was fulsome debate on the budget — again,
Yukoners who follow this Legislature would not call nine days
of debate on the budget fulsome debate on the budget.

As | mentioned, we did offer, back in the spring, an all-
party committee to look at some of the responses and to assist
with responses on the crisis and the impact on businesses. That
was voted down at the time by the government members.

Some further examples — we have been asking matter-of-
fact questions on the health response in preparation for
vaccination, and what we get is partisan and personal attacks
inside and outside the House. We bring forward all-party
committee proposals — once again, partisan and personal
attacks inside and outside of the House. We bring forward a
motion supporting the Liberals’ position on vaccine
negotiations — once again, what do we get? We get partisan
and personal attacks, not only on the floor of the House but out
in the media.

Even on the ministerial statement that was brought forward
today on the Fortymile caribou herd — my colleague, the
Member for Kluane, gave kudos to the government on a job
well done. What do we get at the end of that? A partisan attack
from the Minister of Environment against the Yukon Party.

We saw it again in response to what should have been a
simple amendment to support democracy during a state of
emergency. Again, what we got from the Minister of Justice
was partisan name-calling and attacks on the Yukon Party.

So, unfortunately for Yukoners, it appears that the current
Yukon Liberal government doesn’t understand or respect the
principles of democracy and collaboration.

| get it — we have been elected for over four years. There
will obviously be an election before this time next year. There
will be an election. Some of us may be here and some of us
won’t be here after that election. Who knows which party is
going to be on which side of the House? The jockeying has
begun and tempers are short. We’re on day 35, as | mentioned,
of the current Sitting. Even though it’s a little cooler outside,
the temperature in here gets heated during Question Period and
other times.

You know, there are times when | drive home after work
and I’'m not proud of some of the things that I’ve said or done
in here or some of the behaviours that | have exhibited, but |
think that probably goes for all members of this Legislative
Assembly. There are some things that are said in the heat of the
moment, and there are some things that are written down,
unfortunately, by staff that are said — such as the ministerial
statement response today that really didn’t recognize the kudos
that the Member for Kluane was giving the government on that
ministerial statement.

I think it’s disappointing, because | know that every
member of this Legislature, when we started this work four
years ago, came in here and wanted to — everybody who puts
their name on the ballot or on a lawn sign, | guess, wants to
make a difference. The 19 of us who were fortunate enough to
be elected to come in here — I think that we all wanted to make

a difference. This is my third term in this Chamber and in
government and the first one where | have served in opposition,
but it still doesn’t mean that we don’t want to make a difference
for the people whom we represent and for all Yukoners.

A promise that appears in almost every political party’s
platform is to restore order and decorum to the House.
Everybody talks about it, and unfortunately, we’re at a point in
the mandate, perhaps, where that order and decorum has gone
out the window.

It’s to a point — and again, this is my opinion and speaking
from my experience — that it’s the worst I have ever seen it.
This is nine years since | was first re-elected in 2011, and there
were two and a half years before that, and this is the worst |
have ever seen the Legislative Assembly as far as order and
decorum, the way that we treat each other in this Legislature,
and the way that we talk about each other outside of it.

We will be supporting this motion. Obviously, we’re in a
challenging time with respect to the pandemic and the second
wave. I’m sure we all have friends and family in provinces
down south where this is extremely challenging, and we’re
seeing challenges up here in the Yukon as well.

Obviously, we’re going to support this, but we felt that
there could have been a little bit more democratic oversight
with respect to the amendment brought forward by the Member
for Lake Laberge, which was subsequently voted down. That
said, I’m hopeful that, as we finish out the next 10 days — or
10 days and a couple of hours before Christmas — and as we
head into a potential Spring Sitting and then an election, we can
perhaps all refocus and dispense with personal attacks, dispense
with partisan attacks, and focus for the remainder of our time
in here as an Assembly on what we were elected to do, and that
is to represent the interests of Yukoners, no matter how they
voted in the last election.

Speaker:
debate.

Does any other member wish to be heard on Motion
No. 359?

If the member now speaks, he will close

Hon. Mr. Streicker: 1 am going to build off a few of the
comments that the Member for Copperbelt South just spoke
about. | have noted, in all of the meetings where | have gone to
talk to communities around this territory — whether that is in
person or via Zoom or via calls or however it is — there has
been a real anxiety in the territory, and that is because we are
in this big pandemic. It is really tough on people, and | think
that is true here as well. | think that | always do my best to come
here and speak with respect to — in fact, to try to be kind —
and it’s tough, I agree. I expect criticism. I think that is the
whole set-up of this system — if there is a majority of people
elected, they form the government and then the opposition’s job
is to criticize. When it is done respectfully, | completely believe
in it.

I think that it should also be obvious — but I will say it —
that we will also criticize. We will criticize past records — but
I think that our job is to do that respectfully, without
personalizing it — but to hold to account the record, to say to
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Yukoners: “This is what we believe was the history” — that we
draw comparisons. I think that should happen, and I don’t think
that it should be surprising — and it’s not incorrect. It is when
we do it in a disrespectful way or without decorum — that is
the time when it is not right — and I think that it’s not right for
Yukon because our job here is to represent Yukoners. | think
that everyone deserves that respect, having been elected. If |
have been disrespectful, | will apologize. | do watch for it.

In fact, I will just make a small comment about counting.
It’s one of the things I do, Mr. Speaker. | said earlier in the
tribute today that | am an engineer and it is in my nature to
count. | look at all times — I try to count because one of the
things about counting is that you can be more objective. When
you are trying to decide whether you are doing something in a
way that’s different or worse, 1 look for ways other than
subjective ways to decide that. | count all the time.

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker — | think I have said this —
that when the pandemic hit, my workload doubled. | have been
working hard. I have watched colleagues work hard. I don’t
always know about the members of the opposition, because for
me — I saw their offices closed. I didn’t see them in the places
where | normally see them, but | assumed that they were
working hard because Yukoners were asking for help.
Yukoners were concerned; Yukoners were anxious.

Let me just follow up on that notion ever so slightly. | do
think that it’s important that we have humility as people in this
Legislature and that we take the time to listen more than to
speak. | do think that good ideas come from many quarters. |
don’t agree that somehow we have only listened to the people
who elected us here. That is not even close to what | believe to
be the situation.

| started off, as | opened this debate, talking about meetings
— which | really appreciated — with the Town of Watson Lake
and the Liard First Nation. | went there with the Premier to give
out an award around language and education to some
community members and elders who had been working to hold
up the language. We then went for those meetings. | don’t think
that we are not talking to all Yukoners in the same way that |
believe that the members opposite are certainly talking to folks
in my riding. Why wouldn’t they? I hope that they are, because
| want them to be doing that. There is nothing wrong with that.

But it’s not correct to say that the government isn’t trying
or working at all times to listen to the whole of the Yukon. This
piece of legislation that we’re using — somehow there’s a
suggestion that, “Man, we should be here in the Legislature to
bring forward these motions all the time.” Really? Which other
acts should I be using? Which other ones aren’t democratic for
the members opposite? Is it the Dental Profession Act that we
passed early on? How about Workers’ Compensation Act? We
brought that one in; we don’t meet to talk about it. How about
Missing Persons Act? How about the cannabis act? How about
the Liquor Act? How about the Societies Act? How about
Coroners Act? How about Employment Standards Act? Which
one is right to bring back here?

You know, | think that the members opposite have brought
forward a reasonable suggestion — one worth looking at — as
we look at this act to try to understand how to improve it in the

future. | see a couple of other provinces that do this. So, | think
that it is a worth a look. I see many that don’t do this — maybe
that’s the better model. I don’t want to debate that here. What |
want to debate is whether or not Yukoners are safe. That’s the
debate that I’'m here for. That’s the thing that I’m trying to focus
on with all of us.

When I say “Team Yukon”, I don’t expect all the members
of my team to agree with me. Trust me, Mr. Speaker — | know
that I’m often in the minority in my thinking. I learned that long
ago. | learned that when | was a municipal councillor. | know
that as a representative in this Legislature; | know that as a
minister. I don’t always agree with people. I think that there is
strength in the diversity of our views, but I don’t think that it’s
always just MLAs who have the ideas.

For example, no one yet in talking about the CEMA
legislation mentioned First Nations. Aren’t they elected too?
Don’t they have valid perspectives that we need to listen to?
Isn’t that important to check in on? You know what — | do talk
to them, and they haven’t yet said to me, “Okay, hold on. Let’s
change this legislation first.” No, what they’ve said to me — in
fact, I have a letter. I’'m sure that, somewhere in this pile of
stuff, I have a letter —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of
order.
Mr. Cathers: The minister is on an odd sidetrack. I think

he has forgotten to speak to the matter under discussion —
which would be Standing Order 19(b). He is making some
rather outlandish claims considering that they voted against
public consultation; to suggest that no one proposed it is quite
odd.

I think, though, that he does appear to be off track and in
contravention of Standing Order 19(b).

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: For all members — | guess the Minister of
Community Services is the only remaining person, so he’s
probably the only member who needs guidance right now.

“THAT it is the opinion of this House that the current state
of emergency, established under the Civil Emergency Measures
Act and expiring on December 8, 2019, should be extended.” If
the Minister of Community Services could loop back to that
subject matter, although some of the analogies — | can see
where you were going, but I’1l listen.

Minister of Community Services, please.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Here’s where [ was going: I have a
letter here from the Council of Yukon First Nations — having
met with all the First Nations — recommending that we extend
the state of emergency, so I’ll table that.

I’'m just saying, Mr. Speaker — because we’re talking
about extending the current state of emergency, and we’re
talking about talking to Yukoners — maybe elected officials —
and to get their perspectives on this — and | think that this is
about extending the state of emergency.
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It’s not just other elected officials. We go and talk — it’s
also municipalities, but it’s beyond that — we have a business
advisory council that we talk to about their concerns, which
includes about whether we should be in the state of emergency
or not — whether we should extend it — a tourism advisory
group. We have the not-for-profit advisory group. There are a
lot.

So, as a government, we will listen to all those groups.
There is anxiety and tension in this room — partly because of
COVID-19 and partly because of the partisan nature of this
place — but | say that | am happy to hear ideas from the
members opposite. Earlier in his debate on the original motion,
the Member for Lake Laberge quoted me — well, referenced
me — and | would like to just pull that up more fully and put it
into context.

S0, here I am, and I will now quote from Hansard: “Let’s
deal with the pandemic first, because | really want us to focus
on the health and safety of Yukoners right now, and then we
can get to these processes to improve them.” Some of my
language is not good, but I will come back to it. “I’m trying to
put in front of them questions or debate around the issues that
they’ve expressed concern about, but I’'m only receiving this
general notion that ministerial orders are not democratic
enough, in their perspective. Why not just tell me, Yukoners, or
you, Mr. Deputy Chair, which ones are the problem? Let’s see
if they have some suggestions. Let’s see if we can work to
improve them. Let’s do it right now. I have no problem having
that dialogue and conversation.” That is what I said here.

Mr. Speaker, what | will just finish off on is that my
approach to this question all along has been: How do we help
Yukoners navigate this challenging situation? | think that the
state of emergency gives us the tools to do that. I look forward,
at some later date, to amending that legislation. | actually think
that, when you go to amend legislation, what you ought to do
is engage Yukoners — right? Isn’t that what I have heard? Isn’t
that what we have said? Yet the members opposite said, “No,
no, no — here it is; here’s the amendment. What is that
amendment? Oh, it is about us” — “us” meaning them.

So, great — but | think that there are some other things that
would be important too, and | think that all of that has to be
taken into context.

The last point that | will make is that none of us here
complain about the length of debate on this side. We’re not
concerned about the length of debate. Ten and a half hours —
no worries. What | am concerned about and what we were
concerned about is the five weeks — because when you are
talking about an emergency, if | had thought to myself that |
will bring this up today, and if it took us five weeks from now
to decide whether this House agrees that there is an extension
to the state of emergency —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of

Mr. Cathers: The minister seems to be forgetting that
calling a private member’s motion back every two weeks was
the government’s choice.

It was actually only three days of debate. The government
can call business anytime it wishes to as a government motion.
The minister seems to be forgetting that point. Again, he seems
to be speaking to matters other than the item under discussion.

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible)

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Just as a refresher — everyone can sit down.
First, even if the honourable members disagree with the point
of order raised, once the member has stood to state a point of
order, he or she is entitled to be heard on the point of order.

It’s not going to work very well for a Speaker, a Chair, or
a Deputy Chair to make any determination of points of order if
there is an instant back comment when the member is trying to
state their point of order. That is an untenable situation for a
Speaker, Chair, or Deputy Chair — whether it is on the
opposition side or the government side, whether you like it or
not. | have to be able to listen to what the point of order is,
however meritorious or non-meritorious it is ultimately
determined to be.

But I think | have listened to most of what the Member for
Lake Laberge said. In my view, it is a dispute among members
and it is about alternate narratives.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: If you want to extend the state of
emergency — and having brought this motion today — if it
took us five weeks to get there, we would end up with four or
four and a half weeks without the ability to have border control,
isolation requirements, enforcement, and all of the other things
that we have done to try to help Yukoners. It isn’t that we are
concerned to hear people speak about this for a long time. There
is some concern that | have that it should be spread out among
the members of the Legislature and that the opportunity to
speak should be more balanced, but the rules allow it, so that’s
fine. 1 can live with my concern. What we have always been
saying here is that it took five weeks to get to that vote here in
the Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, this motion that we’re talking about — we
brought forward. The motion that came to talk about whether
we were in a state of emergency — we brought forward.

I have heard the members opposite talk about how they
needed to have the Legislature in session to do this, and yet |
have not seen them bring these types of motions forward, and
the criticism is that we are not interested in their perspectives.
I believe that we are. | look forward to hearing their perspective
today. Once this is done, we will see how the vote goes —
terrific — and | look forward to working with them, whether
it’s through a select committee or in other ways, to address
potential changes to the Civil Emergency Measures Act. | look
forward to that.

Speaker:
No. 359?
Some Hon. Members:

Are you prepared for the question on Motion

Division.
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Division
Speaker: Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Silver:  Agree.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Frost:  Agree.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Agree.

Mr. Adel:  Agree.
Hon. Mr. Mostyn:
Hon. Mr. Streicker:
Hon. Ms. McLean:
Mr. Gallina: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Mr. Kent: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 15 yea, nil nay.
Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried.
Motion No. 359 agreed to

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that
the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel):
will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works,
in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for
15 minutes.

Committee of the Whole

Recess
Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 205: Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 —
continued

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is
continuing general debate on Vote 55, Department of
Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Highways and Public Works —
continued

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Good afternoon, Mr. Deputy Chair.
This afternoon, | just want to welcome, once again, my
officials, the Deputy Minister of Highways and Public Works,
Mr. Paul McConnell, and his colleague, Mr. Gorczyca. They’re
here to help me this afternoon, and | really appreciate them
coming out on a Friday afternoon to provide their excellent
advice to me as we work through the supplementary budget of
this year.

As the members opposite know, in our supplementary
budget, we have small capital and O&M items. | believe we
have about $11.5 million in O&M spending that we have come
forward with, and we also have in the neighbourhood of about
$20 million on the capital side. 1 am looking forward to
questions on those items.

In the spirit of openness, transparency, and democracy, I’'m
open to any other questions the members opposite may have. |
think that, since we started this, we have been fielding questions
from 16 years ago, right back to specific page references in
flight documents dating back to February 2017 — | think page
74. We’re running the gamut, and I’m open to answering these
questions. | will throw it open to debate or questions from my
good colleagues opposite.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Deputy Chair, it’s the first time today
that I have been called “good”.

When we left off on November 25, the minister had ended
off by indicating to me that he thought that | was pessimistic
and that he was a much more optimistic individual when it
came to his abilities and the Premier’s abilities to convince the
federal government to change its mind with respect to decisions
around the disposition or outcome with respect to the
operations of Nav Canada at the Whitehorse airport.

I just want to ask him — I’'m sure everyone read the
Whitehorse Star article on Wednesday, December 2 where we
saw former Yukon Liberal Premier Pat Duncan, now senator,
questioning Transport Canada at the Standing Senate
Committee on National Finance. | am hoping that the minister
has more recent information. This was a standing committee
that met last Thursday. | am quoting what the senator said at
that committee meeting: ‘“Transport Canada is asking for
nearly $116 million to provide essential air services to remote
communities,” she said... ‘And we have recently learned in the
Yukon, that Nav Canada is giving consideration to potentially
closing down control towers at seven regional airports,
including the international airport at Whitehorse, Yukon.””

She also then went on to say: “‘Are any of the funds
requested by Transport Canada being put towards ensuring that
these control towers stay operational to maintain safety in
Canadian airspace, and if not, what does Transport Canada
propose to do to keep the regional airport towers operational?’
the former Yukon premier asked.”

In his response, the Transport Canada official told the
committee that, of the $116 million pledged for essential
services in remote areas, no funds will be given to Nav Canada
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to help them maintain continued control over operations at the
Whitehorse airport or elsewhere.

Can the minister update this House as to — subsequent to
that hearing last Thursday, have any additional entreaties been
made of the federal government, and what success can the
minister report to this Legislative Assembly with respect to
ensuring that Nav Canada’s essential services at Whitehorse
airport are maintained? We have heard the need and concerns
for this repeatedly expressed by the aviation industry in Yukon.
I am hopeful. Contrary to what the minister said on
November 25, | can be an optimistic person, and | am hoping
that this optimism is rewarded today with some positive news
from the minister.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | am happy to see the optimism from
the member opposite this afternoon. Checking the notes from
our conversation on November 25, | expressed that the member
opposite was characterizing the decision as a decision — as a
fait accompli — and that this was going to happen. I don’t think
itis.

I think that Nav Canada, which is an independent agency
— a corporation unto itself under the federal government — is
examining its plans in the face of this global pandemic because
it’s hemorrhaging money like most aviation industry players
who have seen precipitous drops in aviation traffic.

The member opposite is right — we did see the Yukon
senator discussing this in Ottawa recently and talking to
Transport Canada. Nav Canada is autonomous from Transport
Canada, and it relies on its own revenue specifics. The money
that Ottawa has generously provided so far to this territory to
support our aviation industry has not gone to Nav Canada.
Frankly, | think the industry itself is benefitting from that
largesse and I think that’s the way it should be.

If I check my notes on aviation, | will find the most recent
information. I just don’t want to go off the top of my head. I’'ve
had a briefing, but I want to go from this. Currently, the control
tower at Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport is
operated by Nav Canada and continues to operate normally.
There are no losses of jobs or services at the airport currently.
Nav Canada has contacted the department announcing that an
aeronautical studies review is underway at locations across the
country, including Whitehorse. We are working with Nav
Canada to support the review and remain committed to
supporting Yukon’s critical aviation industry.

Personally, | can assure this House that | am not in favour
of any staffing or service cuts to the control tower at the Erik
Nielsen airport. We know that the aviation industry has been
one of the hardest hit by COVID, as I’ve just said.

We do know that the Nav Canada team is actually starting
consultations in the Yukon starting in January. They are going
to be reaching out as part of their review, as part of the decision-
making process. They’re going to be talking to stakeholders in
the territory starting in January.

I am including the Yukon aviation advisory committee that
we struck, so they will be looking to that group for guidance as
well. | have no doubt that they will hear from local industry
players that service cuts or staffing cuts at the Whitehorse
International Airport are not supported. That is certainly the

message that | will be delivering. From talking to some of the
aviation players, | am sure that a lot of them will be saying the
same thing.

Ms. Hanson: The point is that NavCan can say as much
as it wants and plead its case as much as it wants. It is a non-
governmental agency privatized by a previous federal
government — so those services, those essential functions to a
thriving aeronautics industry. We go through this in periodic
phases, as you know, Mr. Deputy Chair. The governments elect
to privatize government services, including this government
here.

My question really wasn’t whether or not he supports Nav
Canada or likes the idea that they are doing consultations. Of
course, Nav Canada is doing consultations, but they depend on
the fees for their services because of the privatized model. As
he has said, there is no aviation industry right now. So, they
have made a plea to the federal government.

What | said to the minister was, in reading the testimony
from the Senate committee, if he doesn’t believe the testimony
and the response made by Transport Canada to the Senator for
the Yukon, then who does he believe? The response was — and
I will repeat it: “...told the committee that of the $116 million
pledged for essential air services in remote areas, no funds will
be given to Nav Canada to help them maintain continued
control tower operations at the Whitehorse airport or
elsewhere.”

So, if they don’t have air traffic controllers, as we have
discussed, then there is the option of continuing as a flight
service specialist centre, and then there are incumbent costs
associated with that. If nothing else, if the government is unable
to impress upon the federal government — its colleagues, its
friends in Ottawa, the Liberal friends — the importance of
maintaining this essential service at the air traffic controller
level, has it done costing scenarios of the cost to Yukon of
putting in, say, the specialized light services that would be
required to install safer, for example, automatic runway lights
that would be triggered by pilots? These are a cost to the Yukon
government, should the federal government fail to support the
continued services that Nav Canada is seeking.

I’'m simply asking what kind of preparatory work, what
kind of scenario work, in preparation — as | assume this
minister across from me is doing now in preparation for the
spring budget. This is the time of year when those should be
done, ramping up — probably, hopefully, almost complete.
This is a factor for that budget.

What information has the minister considered, and what
cost implications does he anticipate?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: During the last few days that | have
been up here talking to my good colleagues across the way, we
have gone back in time a little bit, from four years to 16 years.
I’m going to go back a little bit further to former Premier
Penikett, whom | had the good opportunity to know and speak
with and sometimes spar with. Mr. Penikett had an expression
that he used with me: “We don’t discuss hypotheticals”. That’s
a good lesson for the member opposite that, when you’re in the
midst of negotiations — when you’re facing a negotiation, a
potential negotiation — with a federal agency that is
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independent of the federal government, you don’t start
throwing numbers on the table and saying that we’re prepared
to spend this or that or the other thing. I’m certainly not going
to do that on the floor of the Legislative Assembly. I'm
certainly not going to start discussing a hypothetical budget that
we’re in the process of pulling together on the floor of the
Legislative Assembly this afternoon.

That’s just not the way government works. I’m surprised
the member opposite thinks that it’s the way government
works. But I’m happy to say that we’re going to participate in
the exploratory talks that are happening in January and
probably will go on that way. If, in fact, there are any — and
certainly 1 know that the Premier and | have expressed to the
federal government that we do not support any cuts to Nav
Canada, and we will continue to fight for jobs in the territory
and for retention of services in the territory, as | have said for
two days running. We will see where these discussions go in
January.

But I’'m not going to preface those discussions by saying,
“Yes, we’re prepared to spend X million dollars or X hundreds
of thousands of dollars doing XYZ and anticipate...” No, that’s
not how it works.

I’'m happy to take the next question from the member
opposite.

Ms. Hanson: It is unfortunate that a minister doesn’t
understand the importance of actually doing environmental
scanning and considering all potential implications and impacts
to his budget area. If that’s how he does it — ad hoc and sort of
as situations arise, and then you try a reactive budget approach
— that’s one approach. I guess that may explain some of the ad
hockery that we see in this government’s budgeting.

The other day when we asked questions in this Legislative
Assembly with respect to the Highways and Public Works
project to continue the Yukon Party’s project to expand and
widen the Alaska Highway from the Carcross Corner over to
the Mayo Road Cut-off — it’s funny that it is being touted as:
We weren’t doing what the Yukon Party did — but then it turns
out that exactly what we’re doing is what the Yukon Party
proposed.

One of the ones that | had raised the other day had to do
with the continued concerns being expressed by folks who live
in Hillcrest, Granger, and Valleyview in terms of safety and
getting across that now widened road where we see light
standards, but we don’t see any street lights. I understand and
wholly appreciate the safety concerns during the time of
pandemic with respect to the reluctance of Outside contractors
coming to the territory to do whatever magic is necessary to
operationalize the street lights near Hillcrest Drive.

My question for the minister is: What options, what
alternatives — | hate to offer to the minister that there might be
alternatives to what he has already not done — to having those
highly technical requirements achieved — to have the lights
turned on? If that’s not possible now, in the interim and given
that this pandemic may stretch on for some time, as we keep
hearing, has the minister considered alternative measures to
ensure the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists as they attempt
to make their way across that highway, such as perhaps the

street lights that are used at construction sites, street lights that
we see on highways at bridge approaches and others?

I’m just simply asking the minister what alternative ideas
he has out there, or does he anticipate that there will be no street
lights until after the pandemic is actually finished, whenever
that is? Because we don’t know, he doesn’t know, and we can’t
possibly know with any certainty when this time of uncertainty
is going to be finished.

What alternatives are there in terms of providing certainty?
Has he followed up on the concerns — because tonight, all of
us received a little alert on our phones that there’s a snow
warning in effect for Whitehorse tonight — 20 centimetres. The
rain may have washed a bunch of stuff and now left us ice
underneath. Tonight we will get the 20 centimetres, and
anybody attempting to cross at that intersection will find it very
difficult because the signs are obliterated. The way in which
that road is plowed makes it impossible for pedestrians to get
across.

I look forward to hearing from the minister how this is
being addressed.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: There is so much to unpack there;
there really is. | am really glad to be engaging with my good
colleague, the Member for Whitehorse Centre, this afternoon.
We always have such great talks.

She alluded to the federal government support to critical
air services. | take exception to any suggestion that the federal
government doesn’t support our critical air services. The
federal government has actually come forward in this territory
alone — and they have done this throughout the north — with
millions for critical air services in the north. They have been
very generous. | know that they have done a very good job
keeping our aviation industry aloft during an absolutely
catastrophic drop in air services. The pandemic has blocked
travel, really, so the aviation industry is seeing a catastrophic
loss in revenue. The federal government has stepped up and we
have stepped up with some money to make sure that Air North,
Alkan Air, Tintina Air, our rotary folks, our fixed-wing aviation
companies — those services critical to the territory and this way
of life — are sustained throughout this pandemic. I really do
thank the federal government for that investment — an
absolutely critical investment in our essential air services.

I don’t even know how you could make the case that they
don’t support our critical air services. These are certainly
specific to the Yukon.

Nav Canada is a federal agency, and I’m sure, just like
they’re working with federal aviation companies like Air
Canada and WestJet, they will be dealing with those in a
different manner.

Ad hoc — | think they mentioned ad hoc budgeting. We
brought in a five-year capital plan. It had never been done
before, so we’re not ad hoc — we’re actually planning and
moving to a five-year horizon with projects put in there. We
plan ahead, and we have a whole list of capital projects, and
they’re planned, they’re delineated, and we execute on them.
It’s a plan that, if something extraordinary comes up, we can
adjust.
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| take exception, as well, to the suggestion from the
member opposite that we were ad hoc. We were anything but
that. We brought a level of planning and thoughtfulness to the
budget process that, frankly, has not been seen here before.

Another error that a good colleague has made across the
way is talking about how dark it is up there. It actually isn’t
very dark. This last week, I got texts from people saying, “Why
are people saying it’s dark up here?” The place is illuminated
with street lights. We have more street lights up there than
we’ve had before. It’s very well-lit with street lights up in the
Hillcrest area.

What we are missing is a traffic light. Now, as | said in the
House during Question Period and during our discussions, the
company from BC — it’s a national company based in BC, or
it has a BC office — is unwilling, or was unwilling, to come up
here because we closed the bubble. They were scheduled to
come up, and then the bubble burst on our porous border with
BC, and when that happened, the company said that they are
not coming and they don’t feel safe.

My officials have been working with that company since
that scheduled work was abandoned because of safety concerns
— we have been working with them, and we’ll see. I'm
optimistic that we’ll be able to get a technician up here to work
on those lights and get them operational. The company reacted.
We didn’t think that it was necessary to totally scotch the whole
program. We’re working with them, and we will see what
happens with those negotiations. They are talking with us, and
things are going well.

In the absence of that, we have an alternative crosswalk
that we are looking at — the plan is there. We also have
additional lane delineation that we are putting up there as well.
We are working with our sign shop within the department to
make sure that we have sighage up there — in the absence of
that — and that work has been going on since the contractor
pulled out of that scheduled work.

We are working on this. My colleague, the Member for
Mountainview, and | know of the concerns of the Hillcrest
community. We are working diligently to address the issue of
the missing crosswalk, and we will continue to do that. I don’t
think that it is going to be put off because of the ongoing
pandemic. We are working with the company, and | have every
confidence that we will be able to convince them to come up
when they feel safe.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that. | do look
forward to seeing what alternative approaches he is going to put
in place to ensure the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists as they
attempt to cross at that intersection.

The minister is responsible, as the Minister of Highways
and Public Works, for the operations of ATIPP — Access to
Information and Protection of Privacy Act — and | suppose that
I should ask the minister first, but I won’t. | am just going to
assume that the minister has, in good conscience, read the
annual report of the ATIPP commissioner. | am hoping that he
will be able to respond with some ease and alacrity to the
questions that | raise with respect to the comments that she
made in that report that identify some issues and some concerns
about the operations of ATIPP within the Government of

Yukon. Since it is part of the Highways and Public Works
mandate, the minister is ultimately responsible and accountable
for how it is being done.

If I may, Mr. Deputy Chair, | will just read a couple of
excerpts from the commissioner’s report that was tabled in this
Legislative Assembly.

It is the view of the office of the commissioner that ... the
need to involve the records manager at the Yukon government
in processing access to information requests is problematic and
should be changed. The role of the records manager is set out
in the ATIPP Act, and the position, along with the central
ATIPP Office, is housed within the Department of Highways
and Public Works. The records manager serves as the
gatekeeper for access requests. All requests go through that
position and are then passed to the public body in question...”

Then she goes on to identify a number of examples where
the position, with its intermediary role, led to “... applicants
receiving information about their access requests that was
inaccurate.”

She goes on to say: “The use of a records manager in the
access to information process is unique to Yukon. As the
Information and Privacy Commissioner has stated numerous
times, having the records manager as an intermediary between
applicants and public bodies can cause confusion. It can make
it difficult to assess which party is responsible for what, and
when, especially when steps are missed...” The commissioner
has identified and uses case examples throughout her annual
report to exemplify the real challenges that citizens have faced
and face due to this unfortunate challenge that has been
established. She has made some recommendations.

The commissioner pointed out further that: “In discussing
the delays in processing access to information requests with one
department, we were informed that non-compliance with the
timelines in the ATIPP Act is a risk it is willing to carry.” That
is troubling, but do you know what? The commissioner says
that it is not surprising because there are ‘“no real
consequences”. There is no authority for the Information and
Privacy Commissioner “...to require a public body or
custodian to respond within a specific timeframe and there are
no substantive penalties for failure to respond in time.”

Does the minister think that it is in line with this
government’s commitment to openness, transparency, and
accountability that government departments have determined
or deemed that they cannot be compliant with the ATIPP act?
Is that a risk that he is willing to carry as minister responsible
for ATIPP — that non-compliance with the act is okay?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Again, we’re back to ATIPP. It just
recalls our great debate over ATIPP that the member opposite
and I had at the time. I’'m going to talk about that in a second,
but I am going to address another incorrect statement by the
member opposite that she sort of shoehorned in on the sly a few
minutes ago. I’'m going to take issue with it, respectfully.

The Member for Whitehorse Centre mentioned that we had
just resurrected the old Yukon Party plan to fix the highway,
and | have to take issue with that, Mr. Deputy Chair. The
program that we have going is $10 million in front of Hillcrest
and Valleyview to fix identified safety problems there. We
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spent $5 million on the south Klondike Highway; we spent $5
million on the north Klondike Highway — the total spend so
far has been about $20 million. That’s less than one-tenth of the
original plan that was proposed by the Yukon Party to widen
and expand the highway.

The other difference is that we’re actually doing it. We
have actually done work up there that was necessary — safety
improvements — that should have been done a long time ago,
and we have actually identified those needs and done them. It’s
not the mega-highway that was proposed by previous
governments. These are spot safety improvements to the tune
so far of $20 million to fix identified safety problems to make
sure that the citizens of Hillcrest and Valleyview are better
served and that they can get across and down the highway a lot
safer than they did before.

Okay, so, now that that bit of erroneous information has
been corrected, I’'m also now going to go to ATIPP. Now, the
member opposite is referring to the report from the Information
and Privacy Commissioner. Of course, she has the report right
in front of her. Of course, there were two complaint letters from
the office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner given
on November 15 and November 20. The issue stemmed from
administrative errors by the ATIPP office under the old act,
including not forwarding an estimate of cost in a timely manner
and misdirecting responses to the wrong individual, which
resulted in an applicant receiving their ATIPP request late.

The office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
and the ATIPP office worked together and settled the complaint
through the office of the Information and Privacy
Commissioner’s informal case resolution process in January.

The problem with annual reports is that they are sources of
information, but they’re grossly out of date, and both those
complaints were addressed through working with the office of
the Information and Privacy Commissioner and the ATIPP
office.

Now, again, | want to just say that those complaints came
under the old act. The new act has not yet been proclaimed
because the regulations have not yet come before Cabinet. But
that is going to happen, and when it does, we will have a brand
new and much more robust ATIPP act that the member opposite
and | spoke about in this very Chamber not so long ago. This
modernized Access to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act will provide better service and meet the changing needs of
Yukoners as the Government of Yukon continues to move
toward being a digital government.

| also want to say that, really, | have to put out the public
service announcement that all the information that the
government holds is the public’s information. I have said this
before: The approach in the access to information office should
be a last resort; you shouldn’t go there first. You should
approach the department itself and ask for the information
you’re seeking. In most cases, that department should provide
that information to you. It’s only in the case where a department
or an official refuses to provide that information that you start
to go to the information and privacy office.

The whole culture is one of provision of information, not
restriction of information. The Access to Information and

Protection of Privacy office should be an office of last resort,
not first contact. So, the new legislation that we brought in
improves the existing act by enhancing client-focused services
to Yukoners while protecting their privacy. It ensures that
personal information held by public bodies is well-protected,
and it makes government more transparent and accountable to
the public.

We also have an incredibly robust training program that
we’re going to institute across the Yukon government to make
sure that errors such as the one that was reflected in the office
of the Information and Privacy Commissioner’s annual report
are addressed so that they don’t happen.

Under the old structure, we have had problems, and | am
sure that, as the new structure comes into play, there will be
problems too, but we will work with the Information and
Privacy Commissioner. | have met with her. We will continue
to talk through our differences and work to make sure that we
provide more information more quickly to the citizens of the
territory, because the information that this government holds is
their information. We also want to make sure that we do a very
good job of protecting their privacy. That too is the second
component of that act, and that is another very vitally important
part of our information and privacy rules and legislation.

Ms. Hanson: Unfortunately, the minister did not answer
my question. He did explain that, until the new legislation
comes into effect, we are still operating under the existing act.
That is not new. We have a number of pieces of legislation that
we have debated in this Legislative Assembly over the last four
years, and we are still operating under the old legislation until
the act comes into effect and regulations are done. I don’t know
how long it takes, but it seems to take a very long time for
regulations to get done by the government.

Be that as it may, | did ask the minister if he agreed with
the finding of the Information and Privacy Commissioner, as
reported in her report, where she said: “We were informed that
non-compliance...” — because this was “discussing the delays
in processing access to information requests”. They were
informed that “... non-compliance with the timelines in the
ATIPP Act...” — the current act. They haven’t gotten trained
yet; fine. Is this what the minister says is okay? | want to know
the culture that he promotes. Does he support this? If not, then
what action is he taking to ensure that it’s not there? She says:
“We were informed that non-compliance with the timelines in
the ATIPP Act is a risk...” — that the government — “... is
willing to carry.” That is my question. He did not answer it. In
absence of his answer, he sounds like he is condoning that,
which means that we will continue to see confusion and delays
and the ATIPP act being used as a barrier to access to
information as opposed to a tool to provide that necessary
access for the public and public servants.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have to, once again — I'm sorry,
but I must take exception to the member opposite’s attempt to
put words in my mouth and say that I condone what is
essentially a breach of an existing law of this government. |
don’t condone that, and I don’t think any of my colleagues on
this side of the House would ever condone breaking the law.
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To the contrary — and in total opposition to what my
colleague in the opposition has said this afternoon — I believe
that the information contained in this institution is the public’s
information. | have said that during our debate, | have said that
in private life, and | have said it on the floor of this Legislature
many times, including just a few minutes ago.

The information contained and collected by this
government is the public’s information, except where excepted
by the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
which means that, if a citizen of the territory comes up and says,
“I would like X document/report/piece of information”, they
should go to the relevant department and ask for that
information. | would say that, in most circumstances, that
information should be provided to that citizen — except in
extraordinary cases, as defined by the Access to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act.

We are currently in a transition phase between an old act
— which the member opposite and | believe is woefully lacking
— which is one of the reasons why we have brought in the new
piece of legislation which is supposed to bring more clarity, a
more robust provision of information, and more protection of
people’s personal information.

So, contrary to what the member opposite has said this
afternoon, | do not condone breaches of Yukon law by the
department or anybody else. | also am supportive of avoiding
the type of mistakes that were made in 2019, as outlined in the
office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner’s annual
report. That’s one of the reasons why one of my earlier actions
in this role was to start drafting a new piece of access to
information and protection of privacy law. It’s why I’'m
insisting — or have asked the department to make sure — that
the training that we provide our civil servants in this new law
is robust and complete.

The new law is much more modern. It is much more robust
and, | believe, is clearer and is a law for this time. When we
have so many new assaults on our privacy, it does a very good
job of protecting people’s privacy, and it also reinforces the
tenet that the information that this government collects and
generates is the people’s data — except in specific cases, as
defined by the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act.

So, to answer the member opposite’s question for a second
time, | do not condone breaches of Yukon law, and | believe
that my statements, in both cases, have said that | support better
training and avoiding the type of mistakes that happened in this
case — which, by the way, were fixed through the work of the
department through a process with the office of the Information
and Privacy Commissioner. I'm very glad that they were able
to sort out that error that was done by the two departments that
resulted in the complaints.

Ms. Hanson: | think that the minister finds it too easy to
focus on the case examples being used by the Information and
Privacy Commissioner in her annual report. In fact, what she
has identified in her report are systemic issues — whether or
not it’s using a case example, or several, to talk about the delays
or to talk about refusals to provide information or the issues
around records management and improper searches. We have

one department saying, “No, no, no, it’s not us” — and then
finding out that, really, it is them. It’s like she has identified —
by using case examples. | think the minister does a disservice
to the Information and Privacy Commissioner by trying to
dismiss this as: We solved that one and it’s not a problem. In
fact, if he would respect the fact that the commissioner is
attempting to assist both the minister and the Members of the
Legislative Assembly and the public — and understand the
range of issues and options for resolution —

The minister has said that he — and I’m happy to hear that
he supports and endorses additional training. I’'m curious to
know the role of Highways and Public Works in terms of its
role with respect to records management and what direction has
been given to creating some modern and uniform records
management systems that include everything from the text
messages and e-mails of members of Cabinet to other data. One
of the systemic issues that the Information and Privacy
Commissioner found was that — so often the failure of the
ATIPP searches was that they relied upon the memory of
individuals in departments. Anybody who has worked in
government for any length of time knows what happens when
you have records management systems that rely on one person.
So, you need a systemic approach. What kinds of efforts have
been made in the last while? What’s the cost of modernizing
our records management system in Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Far from disrespecting the office of
the Information and Privacy Commissioner, | have a great deal
of respect for that office and the individual and the
recommendations coming out of her office. As a matter of fact,
we have worked very closely with that office in the drafting of
anew law and in the application of the regulations. We have sat
down with the individual and we have worked with that office
to make sure that we have a very robust act that, for the most
part, meets a lot of her concerns.

On the other question on records management, that is a
huge topic. As somebody who has worked in the trenches of the
civil service and worked with the absolutely archaic systems
that we have for document management, the frustration is real.
That is an item that this government is going to have to tackle
in the future, because relying on people’s memories about
which filing cabinet such-and-such document is contained or in
which report or which version of which report is absolutely
frustrating work.

This government, as an institution, is going to have to do a
better job. It is work that we have been doing since day one
here. There is more work to do, absolutely. We are chipping
away at it, and this new piece of legislation is one way in which
we’re doing it. This new piece of legislation is going to enable
e-services and other refinements to the way the government
handles information that were hitherto not possible because of
the nature of the old act and how it failed to address many of
these concerns.

I have, once again, enjoyed my conversation on
information with the member opposite. | lament the fact that
her initial optimism may have been whittled away during the
course of the last hour, but seeing the time, Mr. Deputy Chair,
I move that you report progress.



December 4, 2020

HANSARD

2245

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Mostyn that
the Chair report progress.
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
resume the Chair.

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by the Acting
Government House Leader that the Speaker do now resume the
Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of
Committee of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Mr. Adel:  Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy
Chair of Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, |

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until
1:00 p.m. on Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

The following returns tabled

December 4, 2019:

34-3-49

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Mr. Hassard related to general debate on Vote 55, Highways
and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act
2020-21 — regional economic development exceptions
(Mostyn)

legislative were

34-3-50
Response to oral question from Mr. Hassard re: Semi-
automatic AR-10 rifles purchase (Frost)

34-3-51

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Mr. Istchenko related to general debate on Vote 52,
Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act
2020-21 — bison harvest (Frost)

34-3-52

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Ms. White related to general debate on Vote 52, Environment,
in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 — water
strategy (Frost)

The following document was filed December 4, 2020:

34-3-39

State of Emergency Extension, letter re (dated
November 24, 2020) from Peter Johnston, Grand Chief,
Council of Yukon First Nations, to Hon. John Streicker,
Minister of Community Services (Streicker)
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, December 7, 2020 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.

We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Online we have folks from Sport
Yukon because we are doing a tribute on the volunteers for the
Arctic Winter Games. | made sure to wear my Sport Yukon
mask today for that.

Also, we have two of the nearly 2,000 volunteers who were
there for the Arctic Winter Games. We have with us today
Ms. Lucy Coulthard and Ms. Moira Lassen — the treasurer and
the general manager of the games — if we could please
welcome them here today.

Applause

Speaker: Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of International Volunteer Day

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Saturday, December 5 marked the
35M anniversary of International Volunteer Day, a celebration
of the pivotal role that volunteers play in our world, first
established by the United Nations in 1985. | am honoured to
rise today on behalf of all members of this Legislature to pay
tribute to this day and the many Yukoners who donate their
time, skills, and passion to supporting the well-being and
vibrancy of our communities and to acknowledge one specific
group of volunteers that has been honoured with a prestigious
award for their dedicated volunteering.

The theme of this year’s campaign was: “Together we can
through volunteering”. Its focus was on the contributions of
volunteers around the world during the COVID-19 pandemic.
More than half of all Yukoners volunteer in some capacity
every year. On average, they volunteer an amazing 131 hours
each year. They play a pivotal role in so many of our local
organizations — from sports to the arts and to charities.

From the earliest days of the pandemic, our Yukon
volunteers faced many challenges. From the first, they have
shown incredible spirit in facing those challenges head-on.
Many have adapted in how they deliver programs — some
providing more offerings online. Some, like Volunteer
Bénévoles Yukon, have worked to connect the volunteer
community, to share information, and to provide mutual
support.

One of the most public examples of rising to the challenges
of COVID-19, and one that | witnessed first-hand, came after

the crushing decision was made to cancel the 2020 Arctic
Winter Games. This decision came only a week before these
games were set to start. We were all devastated — athletes,
coaches, team leaders, Members of the Legislative Assembly
— though we recognized the necessity of the decision, given
our growing understanding of COVID-19 and its devastating
potential.

The decision was also incredibly difficult for the host
society’s volunteers and staff, who had been gearing up to
welcome contingents to Whitehorse from around the world for
the games, marking 50 years since their inception in 1970.
Instead of opening the games, these awesome volunteers were
faced with the task of decommissioning the games before they
had even begun. Mr. Speaker, I’'m so proud of this wonderful
group who, sometimes through tears, accepted this task with
grace.

I’m also pleased to let you know that the Arctic Winter
Games International Committee recognized their efforts by
awarding them the 2020 Hodgson Trophy. Typically, this
trophy is presented after each games to the contingent that best
exemplifies the ideals of fair play and team spirit. However, this
year, the Arctic Winter Games International Committee
awarded the trophy to the Arctic Winter Games Host Society
volunteers and staff after observations of how the host society
assisted with this difficult work. If you want to check it out,
Mr. Speaker, the trophy is up in the Canada Games Centre, and
it is a beauty.

As Doris Landry, operations coordinator of the Arctic
Winter Games International Committee, shared with us — and
I quote: “The sadness and disappointment was felt throughout
the circumpolar north; your Host Society Volunteers and Staff
carried on with the work that needed to be done, all the while
supporting each other. | believe that the bridges built in your
community during the planning of these 2020 Games will serve
you well.”

On behalf of all Members of the Legislative Assembly, we
thank them and all Yukon volunteers who continue to find ways
to support our community, especially during this challenging
time. Thank you, merci, mahsi’ cho to Team Yukon. Together
we can.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motions?

Are there any returns or documents for

NOTICES OF MOTIONS
Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
provide Yukoners with a COVID-19 vaccination distribution
and communication plan to reassure them of availability and
access to the COVID-19 vaccine.

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions?
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Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
State of emergency in Yukon

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The state of emergency in the
Yukon will be extended, under the Civil Emergency Measures
Act, starting tomorrow, December 8, 2020. This extension
follows the recommendation by the Yukon’s chief medical
officer of health.

The state of emergency was initially declared in the
territory on March 27, 2020, in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Under the state of emergency, we have been able to
expedite a number of measures to mitigate the risk of
importation and transmission of the virus and support the
health, safety, and economic well-being of Yukoners. Without
the state of emergency, the ministerial orders that have been
issued would expire. This would mean, for instance, that we
would no longer have border controls, we would no longer have
the self-isolation requirements for those entering the territory,
and we would no longer have enforcement of the health and
safety measures in place to protect Yukoners.

Mr. Speaker, in order to ensure that we can continue to
protect all Yukoners from the impacts of the ongoing pandemic,
it is necessary to maintain the state of emergency. Extending
the state of emergency also ensures that, on top of public health
measures, all orders that we put in place to support businesses
and individuals impacted by COVID-19 will continue — for
example, the pharmacists authorization COVID-19 order,
which allows pharmacists to extend prescriptions. Another
order that would end in the absence of a state of emergency
authorizes the extension of timelines under the Societies Act,
which provides flexibility for societies and businesses to meet
filing and compliance requirements, including the holding of
annual general meetings when legislated timelines may be
difficult to meet.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that extending the state
of emergency does not indicate any change in the risk of
COVID-19 to Yukoners. The state of emergency may be
cancelled at any time, though our government believes it may
be required so long as the pandemic continues to pose a risk to
the health, safety, and livelihoods of Yukoners. We evaluate the
need for the state of emergency on a monthly basis. We also
regularly evaluate the ministerial orders issued under the Civil
Emergency Measures Act and will repeal any that are no longer
necessary to the current pandemic situation. For example, we
repealed the property tax relief order after the extended due date
had passed. As long as the state of emergency is active, we can
adapt and react quickly as a government to the impacts of the
pandemic.

Mr. Speaker, these measures remain important while we
wait for an effective treatment or vaccine for COVID-19. It is
equally important that Yukoners continue to diligently practise
the “safe six” plus one — wearing a mask. We’re asking all
Yukoners to come together to protect their community during
this pandemic and encourage each other to keep everyone’s
safety at the top of mind.

Like I said last week, while we continue to see cases rise,
it is important that we all remain prepared. Our health care
system is well-prepared to deal with the second wave of cases
and, as noted last week, we have a terrific team of contact
tracers with the Yukon Communicable Disease Control Unit
that is doing excellent work to keep Yukoners safe and
informed.

Mr. Speaker, we also know that Yukoners are ready and
willing to protect themselves and their communities. | would
like to give a big shout-out and thanks to all Yukoners for doing
their part as we continue to keep our territory safe and healthy.

Mr. Cathers: After nine months of the Liberals
undermining our democracy by bypassing the Legislative
Assembly, we finally have the opportunity for the first time to
vote on extending the state of emergency. The principle behind
having that vote in the Legislative Assembly is what we’ve
been asking for since the spring. That important principle is
democracy.

The opportunity for MLAs to vote on the extension of
extraordinary powers to government is an essential requirement
in a democracy. Following early adjournment of the Legislature
in the spring, we began to get a better sense of how the virus
was moving. With government bringing in sweeping changes
to existing laws, we began pressing them to allow for proper
legislative oversight of their actions. Jurisdictions around the
world were finding ways to allow parliaments and legislatures
to work because of the importance of maintaining democracy,
even in a pandemic. In contrast, here in the Yukon, the Premier
was quoted on the radio as saying that we’re “... not in a
situation where we need legislative oversight for any of the
actions that we’ve done so far.”

In almost every other part of Canada, -elected
representatives were debating the use of emergency powers and
providing legislative oversight. We began to write letters to the
Liberal government about needing to negotiate terms of the
return of democratic oversight. They responded but never even
acknowledged our request to meet to discuss democratic
oversight. In debate recently, the minister said that he didn’t
understand our position. He wondered why we would insist on
providing democratic oversight of the government’s actions by
saying — and I quote: “I am not sure if it’s just a point of
principle...” Yes, it is a point of principle; that important
principle is democracy.

It is incredibly important and foundational as a principle,
and that is what we’ve been fighting for since the spring. We
proposed motions, amendments, and legislation this Sitting
with the intention of respecting that principle. Government
should not be able to unilaterally grant itself sweeping new
powers and exercise those powers without democratic
oversight. Unfortunately, the Liberals continue to show a lack
of respect for our democracy. Last week, when we proposed an
amendment to their motion that would have seen future
extensions to a state of emergency voted on in the Legislature,
the Liberals used their majority to vote it down.

Multiple times — starting in March — we have proposed
all-party committees aimed at working together in response to
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the pandemic. Every time, we have been met with partisan
attacks or told, “We’ve got this.” Last week, we proposed a
motion that supported the government’s negotiations on the
vaccine asking for a greater than per capita share. We were
again met with partisan attacks from the Premier. Today, CBC
reported that the Yukon is not even getting a per capita share of
the first vaccine deliveries. We are getting nothing — zero,
none. We hope that the government will reconsider their top-
down, go-it-alone approach and start actually respecting MLAS
and Yukon citizens by working together.

Ms. White: T have a few thoughts in reply to today’s
statement. | believe that we can all agree that we are indeed in
the middle of a world pandemic and that these times are indeed
unprecedented. It’s also true that no playbook exists for what
the human family is currently facing.

We are hopeful that the minister’s decision to call Motion
No. 359 for debate in the Legislative Assembly last week is the
Liberal government signalling a willingness to work more
closely with all elected MLAs on matters related to our
collective response to the COVID-19 pandemic. | note that
motion debate resulted in agreement by all members of this
Assembly to extend the state of emergency.

We are hopeful that, in providing an opportunity for all
MLAs to debate the extension of the Civil Emergency
Measures Act, the government has highlighted a precedent that
we can expect in the future — one that will allow all elected
members of this Assembly to voice their thoughts on an issue
as grave as a state of emergency while in an authentic
legislative Sitting. We will continue to support more
opportunities for all elected members of this Assembly to be
part of the decision-making process at a time when no Yukoner
has been left unscathed by the impact of COVID-19.

To be clear, we believe that if you want to be democratic
about a decision as complicated and as far-reaching as actions
taken during a state of emergency, all members of this
Assembly should have an opportunity to participate. The
Liberals hold a majority. Even if we disagree in this House,
they hold the balance of power, so why not hear from voices
that are not their own?

We heard a lot from the minister last week about how, over
the summer, this government had repeatedly invited members
of the opposition into this Chamber to discuss relevant issues.
However, he did not note that, if we had accepted the invitation,
we wouldn’t be participating in an authentic legislative Sitting,
but its hybrid cousin — one that would share similarities in
appearance, but with glaring omissions such as the lack of any
formal record of the discussions and the protection of elected
MLASs’ ability to speak freely.

Mr. Speaker, the minister likes to use a sports analogy a
fair amount when he describes the Yukon government as “team
Yukon”. I appreciate that, as I played on a fair number of teams
as a younger person, so | like to think that I understood team
dynamics and the importance of leadership within those teams.

So, if I were to build on his idea of being on a team, | would
suggest that each of us as elected members — all 19 of us —
participated in the tryouts. We made the cut and were named to

the team. Each one of us has both the privilege and the
responsibility to represent Yukoners while playing on this
team. Teams practise together and work toward common goals,
but coaching is critical. If a coach decides that eight out of the
19 players will be benched for the entire season without ever
getting time to contribute to that common goal and to put
valuable skills to work, I’m left to wonder if this is the kind of
team that the minister wants to play on. More importantly, is
this the type of team that Yukon citizens want representing
them in the most serious battle that we have ever faced?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: You know, Mr. Speaker, our
Legislature has already sat longer than most provincial
legislatures for this past year, but somehow that is not enough.
| tabled all of the correspondence that went back and forth. |
disagree with the Member for Lake Laberge; we actually did
correspond with the members opposite. We did say, “Let’s
bring Hansard in so that we could have Hansard here, if we
wanted to record this information.”

| disagree with the Leader of the Third Party that we
wouldn’t have the ability to make it accountable or public.

Look, the act that we have doesn’t have this part about it
— about engaging with other MLAs — but we have shown an
openness and a willingness to do that. On the other hand, the
act also doesn’t talk about our First Nation governments and
our municipal governments, but you know what? We go and
talk with those First Nation governments and municipal
governments — that team — while First Nation governments
probably in the neighbourhood of 80 chiefs and councillors, and
municipal governments here in the territory have over 40
mayors and councillors — and we talked to them. None of them
say to us, “Hey, that’s not good enough; you need to have it in
a formal Sitting of the Legislative Assembly.”

What | am trying to say is that our focus can and should
remain the health and safety of Yukoners. The members
opposite want us to amend an act — no problem — but the way
we normally go about amending an act is not on the fly; it is
through an engagement with Yukoners to ask what they think.
So, | look forward to having that type of engagement with
Yukoners about what they believe would be the right type of
act to support them during an emergency, because this
Legislative Assembly is for them. Our focus will remain the
health of Yukoners until such time as we are able to amend that
act.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: COVID-19 vaccine

Mr. Hassard: So, this morning, the Prime Minister
announced that several hundred thousand doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine will be available in Canada before the end
of the year. We also learned that the vaccines will be distributed
to jurisdictions on a per capita basis, meaning that each
province will receive vaccine doses in numbers proportionate
to their share of the population. The Prime Minister also
announced that the vaccine will not be sent to the territories for
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the time being. The reason for this is because the territories
don’t have the storage and distribution infrastructure ready to
go.

So, for the past several weeks, we have repeatedly asked
the Minister of Health and Social Services specifically about
this issue. So, today, the question is simple: Why was the
Yukon Liberal government not ready to go?

Hon. Mr. Silver:  Where to start with that?

Mr. Speaker, the member opposite is correct in one thing
in that, in this year, all Canadians will have access to vaccines.
The per capita thing that the member opposite is speaking to —
again, it’s not as he is saying it. There is an original small
amount of the Pfizer vaccine that’s available right now that is
going to be distributed to 16 or so individual sites — especially
just to test the system. But the great news that we heard from
the Prime Minister today was that those several thousands of
doses will be available for Canadians before the end of this
year, which is great. We’re very happy to hear that this vaccine
is rolling out and moving forward.

We’re going to continue to work with the federal
government and the provinces and territories. We have had
conversations with the federal government this week, including
the Prime Minister. While no vaccines have been approved yet
by Health Canada, we expect to have information on vaccines
for Yukoners and the distribution for Yukoners as early as this
week.

The member opposite is correct that we are not on the list
that are getting the December rollout of a particular vaccine,
but we are still very confident on the timelines directly after
Health Canada’s approval that Yukon citizens will be provided
with vaccinations.

Mr. Hassard: So, the Prime Minister, as | said, has
announced several hundred thousand doses of the vaccine, but
the Premier says that none of those are for the Yukon.

Last week, the Premier promised Yukoners that we were
ready. He is quoted in the December 4 edition of the Yukon
News saying — and TI’ll quote: “We can tell Yukoners
confidently that we are absolutely ready for the distribution...”
— however, this morning we found out from the Prime
Minister that Yukon is not actually ready for distribution.

Mr. Speaker, when will the Yukon be ready, and when will
vaccines be arriving in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, only the Yukon Party
could be disappointed with the announcement from the federal
government today. Again, Mr. Speaker, we’ve been working
on procurement; we’ve been working on distribution; we have
been working with our federal counterparts, provinces, and
territories. Depending on which vaccine gets approved at what
time, we are ready for all options.

Mr. Speaker, what we’re seeing right now with the
prioritization is that national discussions about allocation of the
first shipments of vaccines are identified and which key
populations will be prioritized, and that is happening. This
includes conversations with other territories, the public, and the
health agencies across Canada to discuss the distribution and
priority populations, specific to a northern context.

Mr. Speaker, nobody on this side of the Legislative
Assembly or in Ottawa is saying that we’re not ready. The only
people who are spreading this misinformation is the Yukon

Party.

Mr. Hassard: They weren’t my words that the Yukon
wasn’t ready — they were the Prime Minister’s words,
Mr. Speaker.

Last week, we offered the Liberal government our support
for the negotiating position with the federal government. We
offered to pass a unanimous motion that would support exactly
what they have been saying — that per capita distribution will
not work for the north or for the Yukon. Yet this morning, we
learned that it is exactly what the federal Liberal government is
going to do. They are going to distribute this vaccine on a per
capita basis. So, we know that the Premier failed to convince
the Prime Minister. Rather than being prioritized as the Premier
wanted, we have been bumped to the back of the line.

Can the Premier tell us why he let this happen to
Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Silver:  Unbelievable, Mr. Speaker —
absolutely unbelievable. What | heard this morning from the
Prime Minister is that they are testing an actual system on one
particular vaccine that has very unique circumstances, and
they’re doing that to test the system.

The Yukon Party is trying to make it seem, because of this
very strategic initiative that is being done by the federal
government, that somehow that means that Yukoners are
somehow put at the bottom of the list or they didn’t get what
they wanted. This is absolutely unbelievable, Mr. Speaker.

If the members opposite will listen to the responses, we are
very confident that we will have information about distribution
and vaccines for Yukoners available this week, and we will
give that information as soon as we get it. We have been
pushing very, very hard on the national basis to push for a
vaccine that makes sense for Yukon’s unique circumstances.
We have been making the case as well for early advanced
shipment of all of our vaccines.

So, Mr. Speaker, again, time will tell.

Question re: Early learning and childcare
programs
Mr. Kent:  On July 15, the Premier announced that the

Liberal government is developing a universal affordable early
learning and childcare program modelled after the Québec
system.

At that time, the Premier committed that he would release
the details of this program in the fall. Well, Mr. Speaker,
Christmas is just over two weeks away, and Yukoners have yet
to see any details from the Yukon Liberals.

So, when can we expect the Premier to live up to his
promise of providing details on the rollout of a Québec-style
childcare program in Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’'m happy to speak about the extended
childcare program and the universal childcare program. The
Yukon government and, of course, the Department of Health
and Social Services are working very closely with our partners.
We in fact have a meeting this week with our federal
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counterpart to have a discussion about the approach that we’re
taking. | would be happy to notify Yukoners that we are
working on the universal childcare plan, as we’ve indicated,
and we will make that known once we have the finalized plan
in place, and, of course, we do that with our partners. I’'m very
pleased to say that we are on track to make that announcement
shortly.

Mr. Kent:  The Premier promised us details this fall and,
as | mentioned, there are only a couple weeks left until
Christmas — just a little bit over.

In mid-October, the department released an engagement
report on early learning and childcare. That report states that
the Liberal government is only at a very early phase of
development of this program. Yet, as | mentioned, on July 15,
the Premier said that there would be details released in the fall.

When can we expect to see the details of this new program?

Hon. Ms. Frost: We recognize the importance of
childcare for Yukoners and the need to improve child learning
outcomes and opportunities. The Putting People First report
recommended that we work toward fully funded universal
childcare education for all Yukon children, and we’re doing just
that. Our government has initiated steps to address this
recommendation, and we are looking at options to improve
affordable and accessible care that supports Yukon families.
We are pleased to hear that Minister Freeland indicated that she
is looking forward to continuing to work with Yukoners on this
front. We will have that meeting this week with the federal
minister with respect to universal childcare, and we will work
toward universal childcare.

There are other initiatives underway that continue to
support young families and young children in the Yukon. We
have recently signed off on an extension on the early learning
childcare bilateral agreement, with an extension of $2.4 million
to support Yukon families and childcare providers. This
includes a significant increase in the direct operating grants for
licensed childcare providers to stabilize the costs so that
childcare centres are well-supported and families are supported.
We will continue to work toward the implementation of
universal childcare. Meanwhile, we are providing the resources
to support our families.

Mr. Kent: Last week, the federal government
announced a commitment to design a new national system
modelled on the one already in place in Québec. It’s hard to
look at this timing and not wonder if, in fact, what the Premier
really meant this past summer was that the Yukon Liberals
were, once again, just waiting for direction from Ottawa.

Yukoners are looking for a government that leads, not one
that follows.

The Premier has said that childcare is a priority for
recovering from the pandemic.

So, again: When can Yukoners expect to see the universal,
affordable childcare program that the Liberals promised would
be available in detail this fall?

Hon. Ms. Frost: | am very pleased and proud of the
work of the Family and Children’s Services unit, Health and
Social Services, for advancing and moving as quickly as we
have on the universal childcare initiative. The member opposite

has noted the model in Québec. We are looking at models and
looking at Québec as the model of principle in Canada. Other
governments have made this commitment and have not
followed through on it. We are committed to following through
on this initiative, as we have indicated to Yukoners.

I want Yukoners to know that we will deliver on the
objective, as the Speech from the Throne has made known and
the Putting People First report has identified. We will deliver
universal childcare to Yukoners.

I am very excited about that. Once that is available, we will
certainly roll it out to Yukoners and make them aware of it as
quickly as we have it finalized.

Question re: COVID-19 vaccine

Ms. White: This morning, the Prime Minister
announced that vaccination against COVID-19 could start as
early as next week, pending Health Canada approval. This first
vaccine delivery will not reach the territories because of the
extreme cold storage required for the Pfizer vaccine. Other
vaccines that are expected to be available shortly will be easier
to distribute to northern and remote communities.

When asked about the plan for vaccine distribution, the
Premier has touted the success of the recent flu vaccination
campaign, which saw roughly 14,000 Yukoners get their flu
shot. There is no doubt that the most recent flu vaccination
campaign was a success, and we thank the staff who made it
possible, as well as Yukoners who did get their flu shot.

That being said, for the COVID-19 vaccine to be effective,
many more than 14,000 Yukoners will need to get vaccinated.
How is this government planning to ensure that even more
Yukoners get the COVID-19 vaccine than this year’s flu shot?

Hon. Mr. Silver: The message that we heard today from
the Prime Minister is that we all do need to work together. |
appreciate the question from the member opposite.

This effort for distribution on the federal side is through
the national centre for operations. The Pfizer vaccine has an
ultra-low temperature consideration — as the member opposite
referenced — and they are in the early stages of developing a
small batch of this particular vaccine. The federal government
strategically picked 14 distribution centres. We have
communicated with Ottawa that we are ready, willing, and able
for all vaccines, and we have made our preference known for
Moderna. The small batch of Pfizer is more of an attempt to test
the system for vaccination.

With that being said, though, based upon information and
timelines shared by Health Canada, we are working toward
initial vaccine rollouts that could arrive as early as January
2021. The member opposite did correctly state 14,000 for the
flu vaccine. This is very helpful for us in figuring out our
vaccine system, but again, if we get the vaccines that we need,
certainly we will need much more than 14,000.

Ms. White: The Premier indicated last week to the press
that it was his preference that Yukon receive all of the vaccine
doses necessary at once. While this would certainly make
determining priorities easier, it could present logistical
challenges as well. The recent flu vaccination campaign ran for
nearly two months and reached roughly one in three Yukoners,
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so it’s fair to assume that the uptake of the COVID-19 vaccine
has the potential of being much greater. This could create
logistical challenges, especially if the vaccine that Yukon
receives requires two doses.

Is the government planning to expand vaccine capacity of
the COVID-19 vaccine in comparison to the recent flu
vaccination campaign?

Hon. Mr. Silver: | think that requiring all doses quickly
presents us with less logistical challenges than being in a
situation where we didn’t have enough for what we need. I also
know that, during the flu vaccine, there were times when there
were not a lot of lineups, which is really good, based on the new
availabilities of that vaccine through pharmacists as well. It
seemed like that system was very well-coordinated.

If we get the volumes of doses that we are looking for, we
will be properly prepared. Preparations in the territory are
already underway and this includes identifying storage space,
the number of required doses, staffing requirements, and
operational plans for distribution in Whitehorse and the rural
communities as well.

There have been an awful lot of conversations on the
federal level and on the provincial and territorial level with me,
the Minister for Health and Social Services, the Minister of
Community Services, and the Minister of Justice. We know that
this will present some challenges, but at the same time, we
know that Yukon government is ready, willing, and able to
distribute vaccinations to Yukoners.

Ms. White: The success of the COVID-19 vaccination
campaign depends not only on logistics, but on the participation
of Yukoners. We know that Health Canada has a rigorous
approval process that will ensure vaccines that are approved are
safe for Canadians. Despite this, | am sure that the government
is aware that misinformation around vaccines in general — and
specifically about COVID-19 — exists.

Does this government have any plans to tackle vaccine
misinformation and ensure that Yukoners get reliable, scientific
information about the upcoming vaccination campaign?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Yes, we have already seen a federal
Conservative MP penning a petition that calls on COVID-19
vaccines that actually do need to go through the health
standards that the member opposite spoke about as being
unsafe. We have seen Yukon Party staffers, as well, pen an
article in the Whitehorse Star about how the public confidence
is wavering on our medical experts’ advice. I think that this is
dangerous. One of the messages that we have discussed
nationally is that — whether it’s public declarations, new
research, or the distribution of a vaccine — we need to have
constant coordinated communication. We have an obligation as
MLAs to get on board on this campaign and to also have faith
in Health Canada’s gold standard — as was mentioned today
by the Prime Minister.

Ottawa also must provide clear information about the
safety and effectiveness of every vaccine that gets approval in
Canada. | encourage all Members of the Legislative Assembly
to share tested and reliable sources of information with their
constituents. That’s what we all can do together — talk about
team Yukon. That’s an extremely important piece right now —

because I don’t disagree with the member opposite that
misinformation is going to be our biggest hurdle moving
forward with the distribution of the vaccine.

Question re: Legal aid funding

Ms. Hanson: Access to legal representation is at the
basis of a fair justice system and legal aid can be an important
component of that. Legal Aid provides access to lawyers for
those who wouldn’t be able to afford or find one. But while this
service is necessary, we haven’t seen it treated as a necessity.
Legal aid in Yukon has been systematically underfunded for
years. This causes delays in justice and limits the number of
hours allotted to those who need legal aid. This isn’t fair to
Yukoners who can’t afford lawyers. It undermines the
fundamental principle that everyone is equal in the eyes of the
law.

Does the minister believe that a just legal system relies on
the ability of those before the courts to be fairly represented
regardless of their ability to afford a lawyer?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | appreciate the question from the
member opposite. | know that anyone who knows anything
about me knows that legal aid is something that | have
supported in the almost 30 years of my career here in the
territory. | find it to be an extremely important service and my
work, since coming to the honour of having this job, has been
to support legal aid as best we can in increased funding
throughout our time here. Legal aid funding is cost-shared,
Mr. Speaker — something you also know about — by the
governments of the Yukon and Government of Canada. The
Government of Yukon has increased its funding each year to
boost operational stability and to solidify the accessibility of
this vital service here for Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: Legal Aid was indeed given additional
funding in the 2018-19 budget, but that doesn’t help those
whose legal cases require more time than what can be afforded
by Legal Aid in terms of hours. Many cases take hundreds of
hours to get through, and just the preliminary inquiry can take
over 100 hours of work. This was a central issue toward finding
legal representation for a case this past October. When lawyers
working for Legal Aid aren’t allotted enough time to work on
cases, our justice system fails all Yukoners, not just the
accused.

Has the minister reviewed the budget with a view to
providing the Legal Services Society with the resources
required to meet the demand for legal aid in both civil and
criminal cases?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: It is an important question from the
member opposite, but there is a bit of a misunderstanding about
how the funding works. Legal aid funding for the Yukon Legal
Services Society is designed to provide stable core funding, or
a core budget, for its regular operations. Of course, as noted in
the preamble to the question, occasionally certain cases require
legal services to be contracted due to either conflicts with Legal
Aid staff or the complexity of these cases. These cases fall
outside of the Yukon Legal Services Society’s core budget and
require the society and the Department of Justice to ensure that
contract fees may be provided appropriately for either these



December 7, 2020

HANSARD

2253

complex cases or cases where there is a conflict between the
lawyers who work with Legal Aid and provide those services
to Yukoners and those who might be otherwise brought in to do
S0 on an occasional basis.

Ms. Hanson: Unfortunately, the operative words there
were “may” and “may be”.

The fact is simple: Legal Aid is overworked. It can’t
deliver the full extent of the necessary service that it provides
when it’s understaffed and underfunded. The Legal Services
Society was, until recently, splitting 600 or so cases among nine
lawyers. While they have been able to now employ 11 lawyers,
the number of complex cases has also been on the rise, and
Legal Aid’s resources continue to be stretched as thin as ever.

A fair system requires fair representation. Lawyers need to
be able to spend time on their cases. Without this, there can be
no true justice in Yukon.

Will the minister commit to ensuring that lack of funding
for Legal Aid does not prevent eligible Yukoners from
receiving equal treatment before the law?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 don’t disagree with any of the
assertions by the member opposite about the importance of
legal aid, the importance of legal representation, and the
importance of fair and equitable distribution and the
opportunity to make a case before a court of law. | have, in fact,
spent my life doing that work and upholding those values.

Legal aid funding, as I’ve noted, is cost-shared between the
Yukon territorial government and the Government of Canada.
Total funding to Legal Aid has increased during our tenure here
and my responsibilities with the Department of Justice from a
little over $2 million in 2016-17 to $2.6 million in 2021. Every
year, we look at the budget for Legal Aid; every year, the
department asks itself and I ask the department: “Is this
sufficient for Legal Aid as their core base funding? Is this what
they need to provide services to Yukoners?” Every year, we
make the decision to support Legal Aid.

Question re: School busing

Ms. Van Bibber: On November 10, the Minister of
Education told this House that three new school buses had
arrived in the territory and that they would be in service in two
weeks. Her exact quote was: ... we anticipate the buses being
able to be used within the next two weeks...” That was nearly
four weeks ago.

So, why did the minister share incorrect information? What
is the delay? What routes will these buses service?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Let’s be clear: When 1 gave the
information — as | do on any given day — to the Members of
the Legislative Assembly — or frankly, more importantly, to
Yukoners — | give them the information that | have that is
correct. It was correct at the time. The information that | had at
the time was that it would take approximately two to three
weeks to do so.

I should also say that I think | just answered this question
on Friday, so I don’t have any information that is new over the
weekend, but | can indicate that we have heard the concerns
from families and we are working to accommodate as many
students as possible on the additional buses.

I too am frustrated that they have taken longer than initially
thought to get on the roads and to provide service to students.
What I can say is that we have some 1,907 students assigned to
school buses as of November 9, some weeks ago, and that we
are working to assign the additional students who are — as |
noted on Friday — not necessarily eligible under the Education
Act or under the regulations to ride a school bus. Nonetheless,
we are trying to provide that service to those students and
coordinating with those families individually.

Question re: COVID-19 testing

Ms. McLeod: In late September, the Yukon government
announced that it was working with BC to offer either a mouth
rinse or gargle test for children ages four to 19. Our
understanding is that this test has been available for children in
British Columba since mid-September.

On November 19, we asked the Minister of Health and
Social Services to let us know if these were available for Yukon
children and, if not, when we might expect them. In response,
the minister said that she didn’t know but would look into it.

Can the minister let us know today if these are available
here now?

Hon. Ms. Frost: Throughout  our  response  to
COVID-19, we have taken an evidence-based approach to
testing. After receiving tests at the lab in British Columbia for
communicable diseases, which is the gold standard for testing,
we have moved very quickly to look at the recommendations
from the chief medical officer of health in terms of our testing
options here in the Yukon — in fact, to determine which testing
options are best suited. The rapid-testing device is one way that
we proceeded here in Yukon.

We have also looked at the swab tests and are reviewing
the policies of implementing the saline swish-and-spit test
currently in use in British Columbia, and we anticipate an
update being made available by the CMOH. We are relying on
his expertise. These tests are not yet available here, but we are
committed to working with the chief medical officer of health
and looking at the feasibility while BC continues its pilot
project on that front.

Ms. McLeod: Now, of course, we did ask the minister
this question about the testing on November 19, and the
minister didn’t know the answer but would look into it.

Can the minister tell us — of the options that they looked
at — what direction they are going with testing? If they are
going to look favourably upon the gargle test or the swish test,
when might we expect to hear something in that regard?

Hon. Ms. Frost:  Well, the member opposite knows that,
on November 19, I indicated that we didn’t know because it’s
a pilot project in British Columbia. We are waiting for the
results and certainly working with the chief medical officer of
health to address the best solution and the best option here in
Yukon.

I just wanted to make that note, because it’s not as if we’re
just ignoring the requests. The chief medical officer and the
Yukon Communicable Disease Control Unit are looking at this
and the feasibility of it in collaboration with British Columbia
— which, by the way, is doing a pilot project. | want to say that
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we certainly take Yukoners’ health as a top priority. We want
to ensure that we have the best tests available and the best
solutions available to Yukoners. We do that in collaboration
with the experts. We use the gold standard as processed through
the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control — and we do
that in collaboration with our Yukon Communicable Disease
Control Unit as well. It is important to make that note in terms
of working together with our partners to better understand the
utility of these new tests and the options available here in
Yukon.

Ms. McLeod: With the recent increase in COVID-19
cases around the country, many jurisdictions are exploring
ways to increase testing frequency and capacity. The
government has taken a policy against asymptomatic testing,
but last week, the government announced that it was starting
what it called “focused asymptomatic testing” — meaning that
they would target certain people who do not have COVID-19
symptoms for testing.

Can the Minister of Health and Social Services explain
why the government has changed from the original policy of no
asymptomatic testing to focused asymptomatic testing? Will
they consider expanding it further?

Hon. Ms. Frost: | would like to take this opportunity
just to highlight the impeccable job that the communicable
disease folks are doing. Of course, the chief medical officer of
health leads that team and they have recently targeted
asymptomatic folks in terms of testing in key areas. This
advisement is done with the guidance of the experts in the
Yukon Communicable Disease Control Unit, with the response
to the recommendations to look at the contact tracing strategy
throughout the Yukon — always looking for the guidance of
the chief medical officer of health as we look forward to further
testing in the Yukon.

I want to just acknowledge also that Yukoners are
following through and doing their very best to follow the
protocols to eliminate the spread of COVID. That’s the best
practice: Follow the “safe six”, wear your mask, and follow the
protocols as they are set out for us. | think we will weather this
storm until we get the vaccine in place here in the Yukon —
which is going to be announced very shortly. I'm looking
forward to making that announcement with the Premier to
Yukoners.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that
the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel):
will now come to order.

The matter now before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 7, Department of Economic
Development, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation
Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for
15 minutes.

Committee of the Whole

Recess
Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 205: Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 —
continued

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is
continuing general debate on Vote 7, Department of Economic
Development, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation
Act 2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Economic Development — continued

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | would like to welcome our officials
from the Department of Economic Development here this
afternoon, Deputy Minister Justin Ferbey, and our Director of
Finance, Beth Fricke, who is here with us today. I’'m going to
share a few updated statistics and then we’ll cede the floor to
the Member for Whitehorse Centre, | believe, to continue
questions.

Last week, just reflecting on some of the comments | made,
I wanted to take an opportunity to thank the folks in Economic
Development in the communications shop because | sort of
reflected on a whole bunch of different areas last week — most
of the folks who are running programs and doing policy work
and making sure our finances are in good shape — but whether
it’s preparing for the budget debate or it is the work they’ve
done to communicate to Yukoners over the last number of
months, whatever we get completed or put together within the
department, it inevitably gets packaged up and presented to the
rest of the world by the communications folks. | want to thank
them for the work they’ve done. We’ve asked them on occasion
to do even more over the last while, and they have risen to the
occasion time and time again.

A couple of notes to share with you, Mr. Deputy Chair and
members. As | rise today to speak to the Supplementary
Estimates No. 1 for 2020-21, | would take this opportunity to
provide some updates on the amounts that we have paid out to
date in our various programs: the Yukon business relief
program — $5.9 million has been paid out to date; the Yukon
Essential Workers Income Support program — $1.92 million
to date; paid sick leave program — $335,997; and our
temporary support for events — $1.87 million.
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Our government’s Yukon business relief program is
helping local businesses survive the economic impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic and ensure that they are in a position to
restart and to recover. We have been working closely with our
partners in the federal government to ensure that our businesses
have access to the most comprehensive support as easily and
efficiently as possible. We are regularly monitoring additions,
changes to the federal economic support programs, and we are
currently reviewing the recently announced Canada emergency
rent subsidy and lockdown support that will review the Yukon
business relief program to ensure maximum coordination.

We spoke a little bit about that last week. There were some
really good questions from the NDP concerning the essential
workers program. During that, we just shared the fact that we
have had the opportunity to stack both — the territorial program
was built first, and then we used that in conjunction with the
federal program.

Our government’s economic response has been timely and
continues to meet the needs of Yukon businesses and Yukoners.
The Yukon funding programs were a model for other Canadian
jurisdictions as well as we were developing approaches to
address the impacts of COVID-19.

We are maintaining contact with Yukon businesses,
industries, and partners as we continue to monitor and address
COVID-19 impacts, working closely with our federal
counterparts to ensure that Yukon businesses continue to have
comprehensive and efficient access to supports they need.

Again, | would like to thank CanNor. They have been
really incredible to work with. | think that our team would say
that they have been absolutely great partners, and | want to
thank them and Sierra VVan Der Meer. | know that their work
and their understanding — although they are federal
employees, they are so passionate about ensuring that we have
the right supports here in the Yukon, as that is their home.

Staff in Economic Development have worked tirelessly to
develop, implement, and deliver these programs, and they
continue to monitor, adapt, and respond — which is really the
way that we have tried to address things. When you try to build
innovative programs, you try to move them quickly and you
know that there are going to be times when you might have
some problems or challenges with your programs — you want
to tweak your programs, and that is truly innovation. The tough
part when you’re doing public policy is that people don’t make
a lot of space for you to make mistakes. When you are in the
private sector and you are dealing with innovation, you try new
things and then you learn from those mistakes. It is different for
everybody in this Legislative Assembly. Every one of us is held
to a little bit of a different standard. The people — the
constituents whom we represent — have certain expectations
of us.

In these cases, what | can say is that the teams have done a
really good job of putting them out quickly with innovative
approaches, but at the same time, we have had some tweaks and
we will continue to pivot and do that.

What | would like to share, just quickly and before we cede
the floor, are a couple of things that I think are really important
to share with Yukoners. First of all, what we are seeing is a real

stabilization for business closure. We saw in the springtime —
April — big anomalies. Business closure statistically is really
focused on closing altogether or closing partially.

What we watched throughout the summer was that we had
some businesses close in the spring — we talked about that here
in the Assembly — but what we did see was that bounce back
where businesses began to open again. | think that this has been
really key. We are still in this situation. When you want to
quantify where the pressures have been — we have had some
businesses that have closed, many businesses that have opened,
and at the same time in the tourism sector, you probably have
about 150 businesses that are either directly supported by the
tourism sector or on the sidelines, so the work by my colleague,
Minister McLean, will really focus on that.

What | do want to share with folks today is that when you
take a look and compare apples to apples — what | mean by
this is that, when you look at our employment situation in the
Yukon — the Bureau of Statistics has come out and said, “This
is where we were, and this is how many people were in our
workforce in February before COVID.” We always put out that
statistic based on benchmarking ourselves back then. Then we
show statistically that, when we compare ourselves, though —
from province to province and territory to territory — there are
three things that really stand out. | think that it says a lot for the
work of the public service.

The first is that our current unemployment rate is
4.2 percent. That is a leading statistic in the country. The next
closest jurisdiction would be 6.4 percent. Again, that’s where
we compare ourselves, apples to apples, across all of the
jurisdictions in the country. I think that it is a very important
statistic to think about. Basically, for the last four years, we
have had some of the strongest numbers when it comes to that.

Second — but more importantly, | think — is our
participation rate. So, when we go to November 2020, we have
the best statistical participation in the workforce. | think that
really means a lot. Here, we are at about 70.7 percent of
Yukoners who are available to work or are in there in the
workforce.

As well, our employment rate — when we take into
consideration  Yukon’s November employment rate,
the percentage of the population aged 15 years and over who
are employed is 67. Again, this is the highest in Canada. So,
with the best unemployment rate, best participation — | think
those are three things that can really give you a sense of the
health of the economy.

The other statistic | would just like to share is again from
this morning — so it’s very current — is concerning building
in the Yukon. What we are seeing is that if we take into
consideration January to September of this year and when we
think about building either a commercial or residential building
and then we go back and we take a look at the numbers for last
year — so, of course, last year — September to January —
when we think about residential and non-residential building
and then we compare it to this year — so, of course, last year
we weren’t in a pandemic. We had a very strong economy.
There was lots of activity here. Then we compare it —
shockingly, this year — even in the pressures of a pandemic —
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if we take a look at our residential building numbers and we
compare them from January to October 2019 and compare
them to January to October 2020, actually, what we see — on
the residential side — is almost a 48-percent increase in values.
That’s pretty shocking. | mean, if you compare it to the rest of
the country — the rest of the country is down 4.5 percent.
We’re up almost 50 percent. We see very strong growth in the
residential building market. Of course, we just put some lots
out. We see a workforce right now. We need to continue to
focus on tourism. We continue to need to focus on diversity
which, diversifying our economy — which overall is just a
smart thing to do to reduce our risk from one sector to another,
which — we saw what happened this year.

But | think there are some pretty strong indicators. Of
course, we debate once in a while here in the House about GDP.
| understand the difference of opinion.

But I'll close out by saying — early days — the
Conference Board of Canada has come out — | know those
numbers get restated. I’m just saying that the Conference Board
to date have just come out with their numbers and what we’re
seeing is the worst-case scenario for the Yukon for next year —
worst-case scenario, they’re projecting it to be about
4.3 percent; on the high end, | believe, 7.7 percent.

Two jurisdictions in the country — again, Nunavut and the
Yukon — are in a position for a bit of positivity. Again, in this
year, slight — we’ll take it. But next year — really seeing some
potential growth. So, | think overall we’re seeing some good
indicators. That’s not all of them; I know we can probably have
a discussion about other ones today, but those are some things
when you’re thinking about economic development that you
like to see. I’1l leave it at that and cede the floor for questions.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for his comments.

| have a couple of comments to make before | ask some
questions. One, it’s interesting to focus on GDP when I was
under the impression that the Yukon government had actually
acknowledged — going back to its inaugural throne speech —
that GDP is only one aspect of the socio-economic well-being
of a territory or of a community, and they had touted — which
I have heard very little of recently — but the notion of the index
of well-being as actually the more comprehensive measure of
how well this territory is functioning on all levels.

I’m interested as well — I’'m happy that the minister has
access to November 2020 Yukon employment stats — I don’t.
I can’t access them on yukon.ca. | can get October, because the
numbers are different — the unemployment rate was
6.1 percent in October. So, if it’s 4.2, great — but it would just
be interesting if we all had access to the same data working
forward. Maybe that’s just a function of the website, but that’s
how it works.

I would just ask the minister — | have one comment,
because the last time we were speaking, we had a conversation
about the issues of regional economic development and | was
putting forward the case of the importance of having people in
the community in order to be able to understand and be able to
advocate for the issues. | was struck by an analogy, as the
minister was talking and as he — rightly — was speaking
highly of the officials from CanNor — because a number of

years ago when | was in a senior management position with the
regional office of DIAND — I don’t know what it is now, but
as it was then — when there was a change of government. Just
prior to the change of government, we had been working, as
officials — at the direction of the previous government — so a
Liberal government to a Conservative government — that had
decided that, after many, many years of having regional
economic development agencies across Canada but not in the
north, it was time to have one in the north.

So, we had gone through the process of getting approval
for a new northern economic development agency modelled on
what you see with BC, Saskatchewan, or Ontario — north and
south — and OCOA in the Maritimes — that would be based
in the north. It would have senior management based in the
north and would also have the ability — just as the minister was
saying — to build and reflect the needs, as we’ve seen so
nimbly and so well with CanNor’s response. I watched — only
using the Tourism Industry Association’s weekly call — but |
watched how those CanNor employees were engaged in there
and hearing and then responding within a week about what was
going on and what the response of the federal government was.

Ironically, when that new Harper government came in,
their initial reaction was, “Hell, what would we need a northern
economic development agency for?” So, they canned it.

It took a number of years before CanNor was redeveloped.
Imagine, Mr. Deputy Chair, how we would be addressing this
if you had to deal solely with people out of Ottawa thinking
about what is going on and trying to do it by conference call.

I use this analogy because I think it’s similar. Whether you
are in Watson Lake, Dawson City, or Haines Junction — if we
want to see our regions develop in this territory, we need to
actually reflect what is going on in those regions, similar to
what we have seen happen across the north with the support
that has been given through the federal government to CanNor.

I just have a quick question before I move on. As a matter
of information, there was an OIC that came across my desk as
I was sitting down, Mr. Deputy Chair. | just wanted to have the
minister confirm if the order-in-council that was for the Yukon
regional relief loan program is the $12 million or roughly that,
and if he could clarify the exact number that CanNor is
providing. Is it a relief loan program?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | will do my best. | have some other
information coming.

First of all, | agree. | think that there are some great points.
Concerning that analogy, | think the member is absolutely
correct. The member opposite makes a very valid point. It
would have been a completely different situation — I think, and
| agree — if we were in a position where our conversations,
especially early in the spring, were being made to Ottawa or
Gatineau. She is absolutely correct. | will take that experience
and try to reflect on how we put some consistency into our
committees. | think it is a great point.

A bit of background — the OIC that was spoken about is
the regional relief and recovery fund. The government has
continued to work closely with CanNor on this one. In
May 2020, the Canadian Northern Economic Development
Agency — CanNor — announced $3.93 million in funding



December 7, 2020

HANSARD

2257

under the regional relief and recovery fund to assist Yukon
businesses with COVID-19 recovery. Government will host the
loan program that will run from the fall of 2020 — so now
we’re getting ready to go live until March 2026, which is the
full period. Applicants, | believe, have to apply by March 31 of
next year. Businesses can receive up to $100,000 in a loan.
These loans will be interest-free and have principal payments
deferred until December 31, 2022.

| want to give a little bit more background on them. Each
business can receive up to $100,000. In calculating the amount
of the loan, the department shall only consider the cost of which
the applicant has not yet received any other government relief
and assistance. The loan will be interest-free, as | said, and have
principal payments deferred until December 31, 2022. The
applicant can repay the loan fully or partially without penalty,
except any interest payable, as specified.

If the applicant repays 75 percent — and this is a very
important point — of the principal amount of the loan by
December 2022, the balance equal to 25 percent of the loan to
a maximum of $25,000 will be forgiven. So, pay it back by
2022 — 75 percent of it on $100,000, and $25,000 essentially
becomes a grant. If the loan is not fully repaid by December 31,
2022, the balance due, plus interest, must be repaid within three
years, commencing January 1, 2023.

At this point, eligible costs for the loans — costs that will
help to stabilize the applicant to mitigate impacts of COVID-19
that are not covered by other government COVID-19 relief
measures — costs that have become due or have been incurred
since March 15, 2022, and costs that are not otherwise
ineligible for loans funded under the fund.

Again, it is pretty broad on the terms. Ineligible costs for
the loans would be the costs related to refinancing on existing
debt. Costs related to land acquisition would not be covered.

I am just going to find out one more piece of information
here that | think is pertinent. | just wanted to check with the
officials, Mr. Deputy Chair.

Part of this process is to have a third party administer this
versus the department or the government. The request for
proposals for third-party administration — that has closed. We
went out around that. That was an important piece of this work.
There were, | think, a couple of applicants. They are just
evaluating the criteria. We should have that identified very
quickly — who will be administering the loan program.

Just concerning the statistics — any of those new
employment stats for the member opposite — they are on the
Stats Canada website, but | will also endeavour to find out
about the yukon.ca as well.

Ms. Hanson: | wonder why it takes a month to get from
the Stats Canada to the Yukon Bureau of Statistics.

I thank the minister for clarifying how the machinery of the
Yukon regional relief loan program is to roll out.

Just to follow up on a couple of the matters that we touched
on last week or on November 30 last week — given the
conversation that was occurring toward the end of the week
with respect to the chief medical officer of health’s advice that
people work from home where at all possible. My
understanding is that the Department of Economic

Development, according to the statistics that we were given at
the briefing, has an FTE count of approximately 56. At the
beginning or at one point, there were 10 people working from
home or on a rotating basis working remotely.

Can the minister provide a current number and what the
projection is in terms of trying to adhere to the chief medical
officer’s advice that, where we can, we have people working
from home, particularly those who are working in common
areas as opposed to in private offices?

When we were speaking last week, the minister was
talking about the sick leave provisions. | just want to see if the
numbers that he gave today correspond to the numbers last
week in terms of amounts being spent. He said that $335,000
has been spent so far in the sick leave. Last week, | was told
that this represented 150 employees and 84 employers who had
been approved to date. Has there been a change or an increase
in that?

As well, the essential workers program — he indicated that
was $1.92 million, and the only area | was able to find a number
in the notes that we had last week — and maybe I just missed
it — was that the retail trade area was the biggest user of the
program at $637,000. Has the number remained static in terms
of the essential workers program? Can the minister outline for
us what additional communications — notably absent — and
maybe that’s just because the minister didn’t reference it, but I
can’t find it anywhere in either my questioning or his response
to it or his statement of what was going on in terms of the
regional statistics; absent was any indication of take-up for that
program in terms of the top-up from Dawson City.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Yes, 54  full-time  employees,
approximately 15 to 20 working from home on a rotational
basis. We’ve seen a little bit of an increase compared to where
we were when we started this conversation. We were at around
10 staff and now we’ve gone up a little bit.

Concerning the paid sick leave — some of the numbers —
I think we’ve updated what we have here. I’ll start with the paid
sick leave. Paid sick leave, right now, we’re at 85 — that was
the number of businesses — but we’re up to 202 at this point.
I’'m going to — just for the record, the number that we had
given — and there was a bit of a discrepancy, and | just checked
with the officials — one of our numbers was booked to the
wrong program, so the number is not $335,000. It’s a little bit
less — it is $333,967 — so it’s a little bit less than it was
previously. | think there was $2,000 or so booked to the wrong
spot.

The Yukon Essential Workers Income Support program
update numbers are 105 businesses, with 1,744 employees. To
date, in Dawson City, we are looking at $27,737 of top-up for
Dawson City for that program. Still, when | look through it,
Destruction Bay, Eagle Plains, and Faro — still no uptake. |
know that, this summer, the Minister of Community Services
had spent a bit of time speaking with business owners in Faro
— again, we can reach out in that case — and Teslin still as
well. There are a couple of communities where we are not
seeing an uptake on the essential workers program, but those
are the most updated numbers that | have.
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Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for those updates. |
continue to urge more communication with employers about
the importance of facilitating the access by the employees for
that top-up program.

Mr. Deputy Chair, toward the end of the session last week,
we touched on the Yukon immigration strategy that’s out for
consultation right now. I believe that the minister said that it’s
out until December. It is also accompanied by a backgrounder
paper, which has a number of statements and questions in it,
trying to elicit comments from Yukoners across the board. | do
have some questions before | get into that. | want to get an
update because, when I look at what’s on the government
website with this nice blue sheet about the existing programs
and statistics, | find that those statistics differ somewhat from
the discussion paper.

I would be interested if the minister — so, there’s targeted
programming for francophone countries, where the Department
of Economic Development supports I’AFY in their working to
attract French-speaking nominees to come to the Yukon. The
info sheet that comes from the immigration unit says that since
2007 — so the last 13 years — there have been 73 provincial
nominees from French-speaking countries approved through
the Yukon nominee program, which accounts for about almost
six percent of Yukon’s total number of nominees.

So, | have two questions: Is that number accurate — 73?
Three questions, actually — any idea of how many are still
resident in Yukon since 2007? What is the retention basically?
I am looking for the retention rate. What is the cost of the
program with respect to the contributions to I’AFY for
managing this immigration program?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  I’ll just start by mentioning that, first of
all, there is not a contribution that we put in place for settlement
services and the support work by I’AFY. We did sign on. This
was something that we signed onto in our FPT in — I believe
it was 2018. It was in Manitoba when we came together and
there was a number of jurisdictions that had the opportunity to
take a look at this program. It made a lot of sense because the
success that we’ve seen in the Yukon for francophone
individuals who have made a decision to make Yukon their
home — an extremely long history of that. As well, the
retention rates have always been quite strong with that
particular community, probably only second to Québec. | think
that we’ve always had per capita our immigration numbers,
probably New Brunswick and Yukon being very strong.

We don’t believe that the numbers are incorrect. We will
go back and just take a look and we’ll cross-reference our
numbers to make sure on that 73. This is something that a really
broad number of countries give us the opportunity to have folks
emigrate from. We think about, of course, France, and we’ve
always had — | want to thank the folks at immigration. They
do a great job. This year, they couldn’t, but they’ve always done
outreach. We usually always have representatives in Paris and
France — the conference in Paris and then in Belgium as well
— and we’ve continued to do that to try to make sure we just
have those consistent relationships with francophone countries
and definitely with individuals who are looking to move here.

Of course, this is broad. This goes into African nations and
South America as well — so focused on immigration around
economic immigration and that’s really based on — part of the
impetus for that is, when we talk about a population that’s aging
but also a situation where unemployment numbers — being
able to continue to have a fulsome economy — that is part of
our reasons to look toward those other jurisdictions.

I hope | got — I will clarify on the 73. We don’t have a
contribution, again, to I’AFY. I think those were the questions
that were asked. I’'m sorry if [ missed anything; I’1l get back to
you if | did.

Ms. Hanson: 1 guess I'm confused. If there’s no
contribution to an organization to attend these immigration fairs
or whatever, how is that resourced? What’s the presence there
for people to show up? 1 mean, they can’t — if it’s not
Economic Development, who’s doing it?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  The Department of Education.

Ms. Hanson: Right. We have this bifurcated system.
Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair.

One of the other areas that — there are a number of areas
that | want to touch on. | want to touch on the Yukon nominee,
the business nominee, and the community pilot project which
are all described in this strategy. 1’1l raise a few questions that
I would like to explore.

In the business nominee program — the document says
that its intent is to attract business entrepreneurs to the
hospitality, service, tourism, and arts and cultural sectors in
Yukon. They have been successfully attracted in Dawson,
Mayo, Faro, Haines Junction, and Whitehorse and talks about
how these nominees have invested $17.86 million into their
businesses and 41 candidates have been nominated.

One of the important aspects of this is that the participants
are required, Mr. Deputy Chair, to contribute a minimum of
$300,000 to their business in Yukon and have a minimum
verifiable income or asset value overall.

I guess my question is: What assessment has been done
with respect to the business nominee program? What work is
done and follow-up is done with people who are accepted into
the business nominee program to ensure that the successful
integration into the community — that their business — that
there is the kind of forecast success when either they’re
establishing a business or acquiring a business?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Part of the work that we’re doing —
which is important to note — as we go through this strategy, of
course, it is the time to reflect upon our retention numbers and
it is a time to reflect on the experience of the individuals — the
clients whom we are working with. | think we can all — people
have different experiences and we want individuals to have a
chance to tell us where we can improve.

I think that is the same work around the business nominee
program. | will speak to it a little bit. It is designed to attract
and retain skilled international entrepreneurs. So, many of them
are in a bit of a different situation from folks coming through
the nominee program. As the member opposite had stated, there
is a minimum investment there.

Entrepreneurs and investors arriving through the YMEP
inject new capital, businesses, and business expertise into the
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Yukon economy, increasing job opportunities and enhancing
our economic diversification and growth within the territory.
The program has successfully attracted business entrepreneurs
to the hospitality service, tourism, arts, and agriculture sectors
in Dawson City, Mayo, Faro, Haines Junction, and Whitehorse.

Between January 2019 and 2020, six new candidates were
approved under the program to establish four businesses in
Yukon, with a total investment of over $5.1 million. That gives
you a bit of a sense there.

I think that we have tried to ensure at all times that the folks
who run our immigration programs are going back and having
discussions and that they are there to help individuals as they
go through it, but I can come back with a reflection upon
systematically how we are speaking to some of these new
business owners. We look at this program as an important tool
to continue to have in our economy. What we have seen across
the country, over the last number of years, are very successful
family-owned businesses. In some cases, they have moved to
the next generation, but after that, sometimes we don’t see
appropriate succession planning, and some of those folks
provide a very, very necessary service in communities across
the country. One of the things we have seen is that these
particular types of businesses or entrepreneurs have the
opportunity to come in and maybe take on some of that work
where, you know, other individuals — or maybe even in the
local economy, there wasn’t an interest in acquisition.

There’s definitely a role for this program. I would say that
the member opposite — in her riding of Whitehorse Centre,
there are, of course, great businesses that are owned by
individuals who are very astute folks. Many that we are seeing
in the Yukon have had really successful professional careers in
their homes of origin and have now moved to the Yukon for a
difference in how they want to pace their life or quality of life
or just interest in what they’re doing. They worked really hard
for a number of years at a particular pace, and now they are
looking to still be entrepreneurs and take on all that pressure
and stress that comes with it, but also have an opportunity to
have other businesses.

With that, we will come back to what the system is that we
have in place to ensure the success for those folks and seeing if
the integration is going well. Of course, we hope that, in most
cases, they buy in. The previous owner might still be there in
some cases, SO it is our hope as well that those folks are
supporting their new business partners so that they can
maximize their experience. The more they integrate into the
community and get their feet under them — | think it will lead
to them being more successful in their business endeavours. It
is a good point and we will get back to the member opposite.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that explanation. I
do raise this because of the fact that, in my riding, there are a
few people who are under the business nominee program.
When | ask the question, | am pleased to hear the minister talk
about follow-up with businesses to try to make sure that the
government is doing what it can to not be an impediment or
create impediments to the success of these folks who have
demonstrated their business acumen and ability to run

businesses and who come to this country and territory with a
view to contributing.

I want to know what the minister’s department’s role and
responsibilities are as part of the whole-of-government
response to reviews or surveys done. | am referring specifically
to an initiative that is called the “Whitehorse Emergency
Shelter 2020 to 2021 community safety plan”. This community
safety plan hasn’t been implemented, but it does arise as a result
of significant socio-economic impacts over the last two years
on the area immediately adjacent to the Whitehorse Emergency
Shelter as the government is sorting out its internal
management — the spillover effects on residents and
businesses.

That culminated in a commitment over a year ago by
government to work with area residents and businesses to
develop a safety plan. So, the reflection of the businesses in a
draft that was put out in March spoke to the fact that — and this
is just on the notion of creating a safe and harmonious
neighbourhood for shelter clients and neighbourhood residents
and businesses. Businesses suggest that more effort is required
to mitigate the impact of having a shelter located in a prominent
downtown location, so they’re looking for mitigation — not as
the Minister of Health and Social Services said the other day of
shutting it down; that’s not what they’re saying. They’re
looking for being able to work out an arrangement.

I can tell you that, in a meeting that | was at in August, it
shocked people to see the difference between the draft that was
done in March and what came out in May, because what it did
is that it changed the language. When the community, the
residents, and the businesses said that there was reduced
consumer traffic in the area resulting in lower revenues and lost
customers, the language was changed to there being a
perception that there was a reduction in customer traffic and a
perceived loss of revenue.

I would say — and the Minister responsible for Economic
Development has been involved in business — that, as a
businessman, you know if you have lost revenue or not. What
does it say to the business nominee? That it’s just your
perception that you lost money — too bad, so sad? Is that the
message? Is that the kind of messaging that we want those who
are involved in good faith in the business nominee program to
be conveying to others? We know that people ask others. It’s
word of mouth. People do ask, “What has your experience
been?” I’'m sure that the minister, as part of their
communications strategy — and | would hope as part of what |
heard him say about the immigration strategy is that our best
validators for programs are those who have successfully gone
through it and been part of the community. What’s the role of
Economic Development to ensure that the voices of the
businesses, the business nominees, are accurately reflected in
the government response? Because what is out there now has
diminished the voices of those area residents and, in particular
in this conversation, has diminished the voices of the
businesses.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think that it is a unique conversation
that we are having concerning this one particular case, and it
really focuses on the fact that, | think, both the member
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opposite and | have a sense about whose experience we are
reflecting on, and we will just — without naming a business.

First of all, I think it is important just to isolate that we are
talking about folks who have gone through the business
nominee program and have had a successful business in
downtown Whitehorse and put a lot into it — as the member
opposite is reflecting on the experience around individuals
outside of their business and some of the challenges caused by
those folks.

What I can tell you is that, when it comes to the survey —
| know that it was the Department of Justice and the
Department of Health and Social Services that worked through
it, but | have been at the table with my colleagues, primarily
with meeting with the Whitehorse chamber. Those were the
meetings that | have attended. Yes, | can go back and look —
sure. I’m just reflecting on the question. So, I have met with the
chamber and continued — it is a very complex conversation.

The member opposite reflected on a delay. | think that
work — and again, | might have to clarify and ask the deputy
minister, and we may have to work with the department. But as
I understood it, the strategy was built out with Ta’an Kwich’an
Council, Kwanlin Dun First Nation, and, I believe, the City of
Whitehorse.

One of the things that I can reflect on from this year is the
fact that the department had reached out, | believe — I am not
going to speak on — as it was reflected in the meeting was —
there were other stakeholders — to ensure that this plan was
ready to go into implementation. | will leave it to my colleagues
to get into more of the detail.

Again, I think that this is a unique situation. I don’t
disagree with anything that we talked about earlier — about
sitting down with folks and talking about their experience —
but I do think that it is important for anybody who has — if you
have invested internationally. You get to know that this is a
complex situation. I don’t have a solution today for it, and I was
part of those meetings. | think that what comes to most people’s
minds when we talk about this — some folks will say, “Just
make sure there is some security around these businesses.”

I’'m not saying that the member opposite feels that, but
folks — when you get into these discussions. Then it says that
people who are clients of the shelter — we just have to move
them away from the front of the building and then they will
leave that business or this business alone. As | saw very
technically sound individuals from Justice and Health and
Social Services in those meetings — the next question is: Are
you trying to build a perimeter? Is three blocks away where you
want people who are our most at-risk citizens to be because then
that doesn’t affect that business, but then it’s a little farther
away — and we’re talking about humans. | think that this is part
of the difficulty on this. As well, it has been co-opened by two
other levels of government — three other levels of government.

What | can say to the member opposite is that | will make
sure that we’re working with those folks. | have, on occasion,
sat with the folks you’re talking about. There were concerns
about other work that they were trying to get done at the federal
level. | know we supported that.

Again, we’re back to our department. At one point, I had
the opportunity to speak with the federal minister of the day,
Mr. Hussen, about this. | tried when | had the opportunity to
take on the concerns of these folks. | guess everybody should
have the expectation when they come and they invest in another
country that they will have that. But having the opportunity for
the Minister of Economic Development to go to the Minister of
Immigration and ask, on behalf — to make sure that these files
are a priority, which I will do. It doesn’t matter who the folks
are — we’re going to work on behalf of everybody. I think
that’s important.

| also have an experience of investing in other countries
and setting up businesses and what that’s like and what the
experience is like. Of course, it changes from country to
country, but I think we do a good job of supporting the folks
who come through these programs. I think we’re reflecting on
avery, very unique situation in this particular case — but again,
we take the advice, and we will follow up with folks to
understand what their experience has been.

Ms. Hanson: It was a question, Mr. Deputy Chair. My
question is: Why would Economic Development change the
language and thereby diminish the lived experience — the
business impact — so that, when a document comes out that is
the territorial government’s document in May, it changes it —
when the language was that the residents and the businesses say
that there has been a “notable increase”, they change it to
“perceived”. When they say that there has been an “increase”,
they say a “perceived increase”. When they say that there have
been lower revenues, they say a “perceived impact on local
business” as opposed to “lower revenues and lost customers”.
Those are real and measurable if the Department of Economic
Development was interested.

I’m pointing to these sections because its part of a multi-
page report. There are only three action items that deal with the
community and businesses. I’'m presuming that Economic
Development is interested in the businesses part of it and would
have had a role in at least reviewing that and maybe saying,
“Whoa — why would we want to do that?”

When we take one of those businesses, as the minister is
aware — and highlighted in the insert that they put up in the Up
Here, the magazine that | asked the question last week about —
the insert —— highlighting that business as a contributor of
social enterprise. It’s doing business in an innovative way and
trying to be environmentally active, engaged in this community
— and growing that business. Trying to grow that business
against odds — why would Economic Development diminish
it in the final report so that, when we get to what will happen
next, there is nothing about dealing with the economic impact?
It’s all about funding another 12 studies internal to government
— consultants’ fees for more internal work — as opposed to,
two years on, there being a financial impact in the community.

So, where, since August, has the consultation and the
conversation been with those area businesses about how we
collaboratively work to establish a good neighbour
arrangement between an entity funded by and operated by the
Government of Yukon? We talk about a whole-of-government
approach. How do we make that real? I can tell you that, over
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the last two years, it’s not being felt in my riding; it’s not being
felt.

My first question is: Why would Economic Development
countenance that diminishing of the experience — changing the
language so that it basically makes it all fine? Don’t worry, be
happy. Well, that’s not what’s going on. Why would the real
language used by people not be reflected in the government’s
document?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: In order to be accurate in this debate,
what | am going to do is — we will reflect on it. Yes, |
understand that the member opposite has a report. What |
understand is that the plan was put together by three other levels
of government. | understand that Justice and Health and Social
Services were the leads. | want to look at how the contributions,
if any, were put in place from the department. | want to be able
to reflect on that so that | can properly answer the question.

These are points that are in the document. | am not saying
that | agree or disagree with those points. | am just saying that,
yes, | understand that there are some points in this particular
document.

The member opposite said “I assume” on a couple of
occasions. Let’s not assume. Let me go back and find out what
the contribution was. We don’t want to have a debate based on
assumptions. | get it that the member opposite is asking how |
am handling the responsibility of Economic Development
around these impacts. | have shared that | have been at the table
with the chambers — primarily the Whitehorse Chamber of
Commerce, as they have been the lead on the discussion. | do
understand that it is a very complex situation. | do understand
that there has been some disruption. In all cases, our department
— starting with my role and others — is to continually work
with business owners, whoever they are, to try to help them
through these pieces.

Let me get back to the member opposite on the specific
question about the language that was used in the draft and the
language that was used in the latter. I would agree that it is a
worthy endeavour for me to take a look to see that. | would say
that 1 would be aligned in some of the reflections that the
member opposite has made, based on reading through the
material and the work that she has done as an advocate on this
particular file.

Ms. Hanson: 1 appreciate the minister’s undertaking to
follow up on this because it is important. Having represented
this riding for almost 10 years, it is important to me that the
social cohesiveness of this downtown area, which is so vital to
how we reflect out to visitors and residents alike — that we find
a way to make this work. | am surprised at times by the fraying
patience of some of the — today we are talking about
businesses, but I can tell you that it extends beyond that.

| just have a few more questions. You guys rotate through
them so quickly. The immigration strategy also highlights the
Yukon community pilot, as it’s called, and it said on page 12
that a new pilot program is being launched in January 2020. We
have heard the minister speak to this before — talking about the
Yukon community pilot as a new stream, under the Yukon
nominee program, allowing for more flexibility for both
employers and nominees in specific Yukon communities.

I do have a number of questions with respect to this new
approach that provides nominees with a work permit for a
specific community, rather than a specific employer. As you
have heard in this House, although the strategy talks about
“several employers”, I believe it was on the record as three in
the same community. It talks about how this pilot project
reflects the unique labour market conditions in Yukon
communities and is responsive to the needs of employers for
seasonal workers.

So, a number of questions: It was to be launched in
January 2020. Did it launch? How many, if any, nominees are
involved in that program? What are the arrangements for a
nominee going to X community, who may be working for up to
three employers? That would provide assurance that they
actually have employment that sort of fulfills their criteria of
what we would think is 37.5 to 40 hours a week of full-time
employment. If they don’t, how are they expected to live? Who
has the responsibility to ensure adequate housing for employees
who are taking a rather vulnerable — potentially vulnerable —
assignment to go to work for up to three employers in a
community? Is there a requirement for a commitment by those
three employers — or up to, or the several employers — to
provide a minimum number of hours so that somebody can
live?

| raise this as we look across — particularly in provinces
like British Columbia and Ontario where, as it says here, the
needs of employers for seasonal workers — where we have
seen the exploitation of seasonal workers, with huge health
consequences in this pandemic. So, we are not always going to
be in the pandemic, but we will always have the exploitation of
seasonal workers — unless we have some pretty clear
expectations of employers who employ seasonal workers.

I’m looking to find out what safeguards are being built into
this system so that it’s not simply something where you can
bring in cheap labour for a few months and then off you go.
What are we looking at in terms of trying to ensure that it’s
beyond the seasonal workers? As | understood it, the nominee
program was to create a situation where somebody could then
apply for residency and then become a citizen, which we’ve
seen so successfully over the years through the Yukon nominee
program and a changed demographic in the Yukon.

Those are my questions with respect to — at least now,
until the minister triggers a few others, no doubt — the Yukon
community pilot.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: A quick background in the program
and then I’ll get into the four questions that were the rest.

The Yukon community program is a new stream within the
Yukon nominee program. It’s a new initiative with the federal
government that provides flexibility to employers and Yukon
rural communities where seasonal and part-time work is a
fundamental part of the local economy and essential for local
economic development.

The program was launched in January 2020 in the
participating communities of Dawson City, Carmacks,
Carcross, Haines Junction, Watson Lake, and Whitehorse. Up
to 50 nominees will be eligible through the program to receive
work permits enabling them to work for up to three employers
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or hold up to three different occupations with a single employer
in a participating community on a year-round basis.

Given a COVID-19-related freeze on applications from
March to June, only one application has been approved under
this stream so far. Employees can either create a single position
with up to three occupations that together equal one full-time
position or up to three employers in a single community can
create one full-time position for one person.

What’s key to understand with that is that we were seeing
— communities like Carmacks would be a great example,
where you have a real bustling group of businesses and when
you drive through Carmacks — in one case, you have one
employer — probably the biggest employer in the private sector
in that community, but they own multiple businesses. So, how
can they provide a full-time job to someone? In some cases, the
individual might have to work in two of the businesses. So,
again, really trying to find a great opportunity for the folks
coming in and, at the same time, the unit worked very closely
with employers and the Yukon chamber to identify how to deal
with this.

We are in a bit of a different world in the sense that, when
we launched this, there was a tremendous amount of pressure.
If you remember, we were in a situation where businesses were
having a very difficult time finding individuals, especially in
the hospitality sector. We were in spots where — | was asked
questions here where we had individuals who were having a
hard time even opening for their full hours. That’s partially why
we announced this program for a business that was under that
stress. Part of it was because we wanted to make sure that we
were illustrating that we were listening to those individuals and
that we were going to meet their needs with this program.

There was a lot of pushing at the bilateral level, even as we
committed to getting this program out in January. On at least
one occasion, | made a phone call to remind the federal minister
of the commitments that were made on their behalf with us,
again, pushing this. Of course, then we got into March and we
were in a different situation. We have had one individual. The
whole process is to ensure that we have full-time employment.

I am going to go through a couple of specifics that can help
answer some of the questions about responsibility and
guaranteed employment — things like that. There have been
questions about how this program is different from previous
programs due to the lack of uptake. Workers who are
nominated under the program must meet the following
minimum requirements. They must: have a guaranteed job offer
in Yukon that meets the economic and other core criteria for
nomination; have a valid work permit or student visa if in
Canada at the time of the application — so we had some folks
who were in school and we’re starting to see a real increase at
Yukon University with students moving in who then, while
they’re here, look for the next stage in their life in Yukon;
provide proof of qualifying work experience; meet the language
requirements for the skill level of the position; intend to live in
the Yukon; and apply to the Government of Canada for
permanent residency within three to six months of starting
work. The community program will help meet our
government’s goals on labour shortage.

I think we’ve done a good job just reflecting on what that
looks like and why that is. The arrangements — we usually
have — for lack of a better term — it’s a contract, essentially,
that gets written out and it highlights — it’s a tripartite
agreement setting out the employment conditions and
obligations for the business. Yukon government monitors the
tripartite agreement to ensure consistent employment.

I don’t have an answer on the housing. I know that, in our
communities, the employers seem to do a really good job —
whether it be Dawson or Carmacks and other places — of
providing that. | want to be able to get a proper, fulsome answer
to talk about if it is part of the conversation, which is important.
I’'m going to get back on — to find out what that looks like. |
think we can reflect on other nominees and what their
experience has been, even though we’ve only had one.

So, yes, guaranteed employment — the arrangement is the
tripartite agreement. How many? Just the one person. Then
we’re going to get back to you on the housing piece.

This is something that, | think — early stage. The
department has had a lot of kudos for the work that they’ve
done since March — all very, very, very warranted. | have to
say that this was another one where folks were very innovative
because what we were seeing in other jurisdictions —
primarily, there was the Atlantic pilot. Those four provinces
were having a really difficult time. They had one particular
seasonal industry and having a real hard time finding people for
that industry — at the same time, for full-time work. It was kind
of a mix between fisheries and agriculture. The pilot program
was negotiated between the federal government and the
Atlantic provinces. It seemed to be quite successful. We looked
at that.

There was also a conversation that was happening across
the country about specific programs that could be identified in
urban areas. We also heard about this rural program. It was rural
and northern. It was rural, and I think that the team did such a
good job. The federal minister arrived here in the morning and
it was called the “rural program”, and by the time he went to
his hotel in the evening, it was the “rural and northern
program”. So, everybody did a very good job — from the
multicultural centre through to the chambers — ensuring that
the federal minister of the day understood the need that we had.

The challenge after that was that there were some criteria
that we had to work through, and that criteria really focused on
having larger strategies out of your chambers. Really, they were
looking for chambers in some sense to help run it. We worked
through that. It took a bit of time on the policy side, and then
we had the opportunity to put this program in place.

Will we need a program like this? | am not sure. We are
going to run it. We will see what the uptake is. Inevitably, the
jobs have to be in place in order to have the participants. If the
jobs are not there, there will not be participants or clients. Our
nominee numbers last year were really good. It was the first
time that we tapped out on what our total allotment was. | think
that we have to see a recovery in the tourism sector. The tourism
sector really was driving the development of this program. We
will have to see what happens as we get through the next spring
and summer and if we see a rebound. We will see if there is a
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real use for this — getting feedback as we go through the
strategy work.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that answer. It
addresses quite a few of the questions that | had.

What is the duration of the Yukon community pilot project
and who will be involved in assessing it? Are there criteria
available anywhere that we can see?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | am going to get back to the member
opposite. Part of it is that we were given a letter of
understanding which gave us the opportunity to move through
the new stream. | want to go back to just ensure that the bilateral
agreement is finalized.

The bilateral agreement will, I think, highlight — I think
that it is a two-year pilot, but | want to ensure that | have the
information. We had a letter of understanding that gave us the
opportunity to do the new stream. There was some negotiation
on particular components that was still underway. I’1l get back
to the member opposite on that.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate that and | look forward to
getting that information. I think it’s imperative that, when
governments establish pilot projects, they actually have some
objective criteria by which to evaluate it and generally a time
frame for it. I’'m sure there is, and I look forward to receiving
it.

I have just one final question before | move on. As we
talked about, the Economic Development immigration strategy
is out for consultation. I asserted, but maybe I’'m wrong, that
the consultation will be completed at the end of December.
When does the government anticipate having its new economic
development strategy available for review?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1 just want to confirm that it is a two-
year pilot — the answer to the previous question. I’'m just
confirming that it does run until the end of 2021. Whether we’ll
go back and try to request an amendment on that — potentially
because we lost a half year of the pilot time period — we’ll
leave that to the officials to see if it’s worthy to bring it back to
the table once we see what the uptake is and see what the
interest levels are.

As for the strategy work, I’m just going to read through a
few things for the public record — not a whole bunch here.

It was time. Our previous strategy has come to an end.
Economic immigration — you’ve heard me mention that a bit
— is an essential tool for us to attract our skilled workers and
develop a workforce that supports investment, economic
growth, and diversification. It seems like it has worked very
well over the last number of years for the Yukon. Since the
Yukon Immigration Strategy was drafted 10 years ago, the
territory’s economy has grown and changed. We are updating
the strategy this year to ensure that it meets the evolving needs
of Yukon’s employers and communities.

In the fall of 2020, as we’ve just talked about, we have
engaged directly with program users and stakeholders. Their
priorities and experience will help focus our efforts as we
develop a new strategy.

The engagement will seek feedback on existing Yukon
immigration programs, including the Yukon business nominee
program and the recent introduction of the Yukon community

pilot and how the new strategy can help address issues faced by
Yukon employers.

The engagement period for the immigration strategy has
shifted as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and is expected
— it was going to start in September, and it is underway. In
light of COVID-19 health and space requirements, an updated
engagement process — and we touched on this the other day. It
is just more online surveys, phone interviews, and virtual
meetings to complete this. The input from the public
engagement will feed the revised immigration strategy, which
is expected to be finalized in the spring 2021.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for his response, and |
thank the officials for their presence here today.

Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on
Vote 7, Department of Economic Development, in Bill 205,
entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21?

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate.

Ms. Hanson:  Mr. Deputy Chair, pursuant to Standing
Order 14.3, | request the unanimous consent of Committee of
the Whole to deem all lines in VVote 7, Department of Economic
Development, cleared or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 7,
Department of Economic Development, cleared or
carried

Deputy Chair: The Member for Whitehorse Centre has,
pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous
consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 7,
Department of Economic Development, cleared or carried, as
required.

Do we have unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $19,460,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of nil agreed
to

Total Expenditures in the amount of $19,460,000 agreed
to

Economic Development agreed to

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is
continuing general debate on Vote 51, Department of
Community Services, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for
15 minutes.

Recess

Deputy Chair: I will now call Committee of the Whole

to order.
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The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 51, Department of Community Services, in Bill
No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Community Services — continued

Hon. Mr. Streicker: 1 would just like to welcome back
Deputy Minister Matt King and our director of finance,
Mr. Phil MacDonald. I look forward to any further questions
from the members opposite.

Mr. Hassard: | will not use his extra 14 minutes, |
promise.

I have a question around the projects taking place in Old
Crow. I’m curious as to if the minister could let us know if there
were any community components drafted into any contracts for
the projects taking place in Old Crow at this time.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just for clarification, when the
member is asking about community components — if he can
just flesh that out a little bit for me and I’1l get an answer.

Mr. Hassard: | just mean interms of hiring local people,
hiring local contractors, renting local equipment — that sort of
thing. 1 know that in Teslin, the community tends to get
involved in the contracts to a certain degree to ensure that local
components are used as much as possible. I'm just wondering
if there was anything in regard to the projects taking place in
Old Crow that might enhance local hire, local hire of
equipment, et cetera.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Similar to the community of
Teslin, the community of Old Crow often asks for a transfer
payment agreement so that they lead the provision of the work
within their community, which allows them to use their
procurement policies and often leads to more local hire. It is
pretty typical in Old Crow, | think, that you use the resources
that you intend to have on hand.

We are doing work on the landfill, sewage lagoon, and the
community hall. The sewage lagoon and the community hall —
the larger projects — are using transfer payment agreements.
Often in the communities, we ask the community whether they
wish to go with a transfer payment agreement. It is our
preference to do that. There is a challenge to us, which is that,
as we are trying to plan our spending, sometimes those transfer
payment agreements lead to those communities dealing with
their own timelines that adjust and are somewhat out of our
control. That is sometimes the challenge.

Mr. Deputy Chair, you will recall earlier this session that,
when | spoke to the Member for Lake Laberge about some of
the lapsed funding, it was really around the transfer payment
agreements. It is not that the funding is not going to be spent —
it is — but sometimes the timing of it adjusts and is not within
our control. Overall, we are very happy when we can use this
type of agreement with our communities.

Mr. Hassard: | appreciate that from the minister. | am
wondering if there is any type of follow-up from the
Department of Community Services to ensure that businesses
and local people are being utilized to their full potential. The
reason | ask this, obviously, is because | have heard from

members of the community who don’t feel that they are being
utilized as well as they feel that they could be.

The other question with regard to Old Crow — | am
curious as to if the minister could give us a bit of an update on
the ice road. We have heard that the ice road going into Old
Crow has been postponed for a year. How will that affect the
budgets or the costs of the projects that are currently taking
place, if it will affect them at all?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We always follow up with
communities. Well, first of all, within the transfer payment
agreements, we pass on the federal requirements that we are
required to pass on around procurement. We work with
communities to support them in their procurement, but
effectively, we see them as the leads; we believe they are the
leads. But I think that we do support them in how they’re going
through their procurement processes.

With respect to the ice road, the projects that | just
discussed — the sewage lagoon, the landfill, and in particular,
the community hall — they weren’t banking on the ice road as
they went through their procurement process. So, 1 don’t
anticipate significant impacts as a result of changes to timing
for the ice road. There may be effects to future projects, but of
course those — hopefully, people judge that as we go through
any sort of tendering process, but none that | know of for the
projects that we have on hand.

Mr. Hassard: In regard to the energy retrofits program
that the government has announced and was intending to work
with municipalities on through a local improvement charge,
I’m curious as to if the minister could provide the House with
any updates on where the government’s at with rolling that
program out and how the municipalities are all feeling about it
— accepting it or — | guess just a general update on that,
Mr. Deputy Chair.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: This past weekend, | spent a
couple of hours talking with municipalities on one of the
quarterly Association of Yukon Communities calls. | did have
a long and frank conversation with municipalities about it. The
main two things that |1 hear — well, maybe three things,
Mr. Deputy Chair, that | hear from communities — the first one
is that right now they’re pretty darn busy with COVID —
dealing with COVID and the stresses of dealing with COVID.
Right now, that’s a challenge.

The second issue that | hear from them is that using local
improvement charges to get at retrofit plans will add burden to
their delivery of service on a community-by-community basis.
Because municipalities or the property tax collectors and local
improvement charges come back and pay back through the
property tax, if there’s a problem, it’s usually the municipality
that is on the front line of that and that is a burden to them.

The third main thing that | heard from them is that they all
believe that this is a great initiative. They agree that Yukoners
will want this and they think that it’s a good thing from a
climate perspective. They think it’s a good thing from a
community perspective. What we’re doing is to work with them
to try to make it a win to find some way to provide support or
incentives for them, as a municipality, to have to deal with that
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additional burden so that it doesn’t become a download on
them.

| also heard that we should take a little bit of a breath
around it because right now those governments are dealing with
other challenges around COVID-19. That’s how 1 would
characterize the situation right now. I’m happy to answer
further questions.

Mr. Hassard: I’m wondering if the minister could let us
know how many First Nations that Community Services has
involved in this process and what the feeling of the First
Nations are in regard to this program.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, with respect to the local
improvement charges side of this, it is the municipalities and
the territorial government that are the property-taxing
authorities. That is where that conversation lies.

We have had ongoing conversations with First Nations
about Our Clean Future and many aspects of it. When | did my
round of community tours in the late summer and fall, 1 did alert
First Nation governments to this initiative that was coming.
There are still conversations that | think we definitely need to
have because there is a range of questions around the ownership
of land, who would be initiating it, and how that would work
through on First Nation properties. There are still questions that
need to be resolved, but we haven’t had questions directly with
First Nations around the local improvement charges side of this,
in the sense that they are not the taxing authority.

Mr. Hassard: 1 think that the one area | might disagree
with the minister a little bit on is, when the First Nation is the
owner of the land in the municipality and pays the taxes to the
municipality, if there are tax arrears from individuals, it is going
to also place a burden on the First Nation.

Anyway, Mr. Deputy Chair, the only other question | had
was regarding gift cards or gift certificates. There is no
legislation that protects consumers when it comes to honouring
gift cards or gift certificates. This was an issue that first
emerged a few years ago when a local restaurant went out of
business and had been raised with us again recently regarding
a local travel agency. | am curious as to if the government is
contemplating any protections for Yukoners in this regard.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We haven’t had any direct
conversations that I’'m aware of. I will have a conversation with
the appropriate branch and see what they’ve been discussing. If
I have any information, I’1l be happy to get it back across to the
members through a legislative return or through a note across
to them, but I don’t have an answer specifically today.

Ms. White: Of course, | echo the welcome to the
officials who are back today in the Assembly.

When we last spoke, the minister and | were talking about
minimum wage and living wage and then we were so rudely
interrupted by the end of the day. It just rolled around and then
there was no opportunity to go back, but I’'m always so grateful
that we have Hansard to go back and refer to.

When we were talking about it, the minister was talking
about how, in recent years — since 2016 — the gap between
the living wage and minimum wage has closed. I just wanted to
put on the record that, when we talk about a living wage as is
calculated by the Anti-Poverty Coalition — it’s important that

we talk about it — it’s two adults working full time, accessing
all federal and territorial support programs.

Since 2016, we know that the child benefit has changed
drastically from the federal government; it has increased. We
know that, for example, childcare subsidies have changed.
There are a lot of things that go into that calculation. So, it’s not
just a matter of: People are better off for one reason; it’s a whole
plethora of reasons.

But the minister did say that they had accepted the recent
recommendations from the Employment Standards Board
about the increase. | would like to know — in the report from
the Employment Standards Board from November 2018, it did
have a table of recommendations. In April 2019, it was to go up
90 cents, plus the CPI. In April 2020, it was going to go up $1.
In April 2021, it was going up an extra $1.10, which they were
guessing, at the time, would be $12.60, April 2020 would be
$13.80, and then April 2021 would be $15.12. | wanted to know
if it was this minister’s plan to adopt the recommendation of
the Employment Standards Board and increase minimum wage
in April 2021.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: My recollection is that the
Employment Standards Board wrote that first letter and didn’t
actually direct us to do anything. It was almost like their
analysis. We turned around and asked them to please give us an
order, and then they turned around and did give it to us. We
followed that order. Then, as part of that order in the subsequent
year — so for this spring 2020 — | understand that they gave
us another order. | will wait to see if the Employment Standards
Board makes another recommendation, but that is how we have
been working — is in conjunction with them. So, I will just stop
there and see if there are further questions.

Ms. White: | appreciate the information from the
minister. When I was looking online, I didn’t find the order
from the Employment Standards Board. | found the report
where it says, “Our recommendation is...” So, it’s a
recommendation based on the one piece — the document —
that | could find. Again, it is an interesting time when we have
the essential worker top-up — you know, up to $4. So, if you
made $13.71 an hour, you would be making $17.71 an hour,
which is more than $600 — or is $600 — a month, which is a
substantial amount of money. I have opinions about minimum
wage, of course.

During the particular shutdown that we saw, kind of, in
spring, Internet access at libraries was really important, and you
could tell how important it was at the Whitehorse library when
you would drive past and people would be in the parking lot in
their vehicles accessing the Internet. We could have lots of
ideas about Internet and access and availability and all the rest
of it, but I think that, in this day and age, Internet is no longer
something that should be for the privileged. It is becoming
more of a basic necessity as far as communication and access
to information.

So, one of the concerns that | had during the lockdown is
actually from my time at the food bank when someone told me
that they couldn’t access the Internet anymore outside the
library. | just wanted to know if libraries across the territory
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kept their Internet available at libraries during the shutdown,
when things were closed to the public.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | am going to have to turn back to
the branch to ask because some of the libraries are, of course,
run by societies — although we try to support them —and there
are differences. | know that my own library in Marsh Lake was
trying to continue to provide that hot-spot service.

| agree with the member opposite that the Internet is
becoming more and more essential to the public. I don’t know
specifically what was done with each of the libraries. I will get
some critical information imminently, Mr. Deputy Chair.

| do want to say that I think that we all felt the closure of
our libraries — from a practical perspective and also, | think,
from a symbolic perspective — because libraries are often the
heart of the community. People felt that loss keenly.

The branch has let me know that, in the community
branches, it was available but that, in the evenings at the
Whitehorse library, it was turned off at night. I can try to figure
out if that is how it normally is or if it was different or not, but
that is the situation that | have.

Ms. White: T sometimes can’t read my own
handwriting, so I can’t imagine passing notes to someone under
a timeline or a time crunch.

The reason why | was bringing up libraries and Internet
access — and we saw this with the emergency phones that had
been given to women by the Women’s Directorate through
women’s organizations — IS that having that access to
information and the ability to access it were really important.

The minister just touched on something when he talked
about hot spots. One of the questions that has been floated
around by the Anti-Poverty Coalition is developing Internet hot
spots in the communities in the territory and making sure that
Internet is available to folks. Has the department looked into
that at all?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: 1 just want to correct — | made a
mistake a moment ago. | said that the Whitehorse library turned
off at night; that’s incorrect. The Whitehorse library is 24/7. It’s
the Watson Lake library that turns off at night just because of
how they deal with the building.

The question is a great question. I’'m going to have to turn
to two of my colleagues to answer — the Minister of Highways
and Public Works and the Minister responsible for the
Women’s Directorate. It’s not something that my folks have
been working on directly, but I'm happy to pass across a
question.

Ms. White: | appreciate that. When | often get told that
we’re the one-government approach — no silos — so, if that
information can be spread across, | do appreciate that because
I think this is an issue that affects a great deal of the population,
to be honest.

Earlier in this Sitting, we were able to do tributes to the
opening and the hard work behind the F.H. Collins track
facility. I did mention lights. It was pointed out to me again by
someone travelling from Riverdale this morning that the lights
are on. You’re supposed to stay off the track when it’s covered
in snow because it is actually really bad for it, and you’re

supposed to stay off the field when there is snow on it because
it’s really bad for it. My question is: Why have we got it lit up?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Tl just add a little bit more about
libraries and then I’ll move on to the F.H. Collins track.

I know that we did a formal assessment of the library
facilities over the summer of 2019. We’ve been using that
report to help with long-term planning so that we can keep the
community libraries evolving with the changing needs of our
community.

So, some things are purely library things, like books, but
it’s also about technology, about programming, and about how
we connect with the community, schools, et cetera. | will let
that go for now.

Moving on to the F.H. Collins track, we are using lights
when it’s dark. It’s really about security. It allows, for example,
for there to be cameras that can be mounted so that, if there is a
problem, it can be sorted. The recommendation is to not turn
off the lights. The experience with the facilities managers is that
those areas that are not lit often end up with damage —
sometimes by ATVs or snowmobiles or things like that — so it
can be a problem. Even though we shouldn’t have people on
there in the winter, as the member opposite notes — and | know
that she knows all about this stuff as her family is a strong
advocate around track and field — the real costs would be if an
ATV or a snowmobile got on there and chewed up that field.
What | will note is that the lights that we put in are energy-
efficient LEDs, so we hope that it’s not an overly significant
use of power.

They also double as lights for the grounds of the school,
which also can be for safety reasons for young people in the
area. | am always happy to look to see if there are other options
that might work. I don’t know of them yet, but this is the
rationale that led to that choice.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that answer. It seems
painfully obvious after | asked it — when we talk about
vandalism — but I didn’t even vandalize when I was a kid, so
I would never go on a field like that. | sometimes think that |
misspent my youth and there was more opportunity when I was
younger. | appreciate that it makes sense that we don’t want
people to adversely affect the field, especially with the costs of
repairing it. The minister is right.

To say that my father is intimately involved with the
construction of that place is an understatement. That man has
spent hundreds of hours cutting tracks into grass and waiting
with anticipation for that place, so | am well familiar.

Just because the view has changed a bit since the last time
that the minister and | spoke — we did talk about alternate self-
isolation plans and we did talk about mine sites, but it is
relevant now, again, because on December 4, it was announced
in NWT that there was one COVID-19 case confirmed at a fly-
in, remote camp in the Northwest Territories.

You know, they are describing what their process is there,
and | would like to know what our process is here. It is one
thing if a person — well, 1 would like to know first if we can
test for COVID-19 in a remote camp setting, and | would like
to know, if someone did test positive, what that looks like. If,
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for example, their physical health deteriorated, how does that
look in Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer depends on which site
we are talking about, because each of them have developed
specific plans for their sites, but what every one of those plans
has to have within it is the anticipation of what happens if
someone gets sick. So, that sickness may be COVID or it may
be something else, but in any case, they are going to have to
have that as part of the plan. Some mines have looked at rapid
tests, but we should not think of that as definitive. Rapid tests
tell you at the moment whether someone tests positive or not.
They don’t tell you, for example, whether someone may have
been infected and is going to test positive at a later date.

Sometimes the public thinks that, if we put rapid tests in
there, we would never get a case. No — actually, it still is
possible and we still have to have provisions to deal with those
possibilities.

I can talk at a very high level about what goes on at the
mines. They have a health team. That team is working there
with them. | am not talking about the chief medical officer of
health; | am talking about their own health team that they have
provided for there. They have areas set apart for people if they
become ill. They have provisions around treatment and
evacuation if necessary — about separation. Sometimes it
might be to monitor; sometimes it might be to evacuate. They
have to have thought through how it will work with respect to
neighbouring communities. There is a pretty fulsome plan, and
then that plan is — and this has nothing to do with alternative
self-isolations; this has to do with mines in operation. If you’ll
recall, this predates any application for alternative self-
isolation.

The mine, in order to get back up and running earlier in the
year, had to run over those plans with the chief medical officer
of health and review them as robust and also generally then had
conversations with neighbouring communities — both First
Nation and municipality — depending on that set-up.

That’s the high-level look at it. I’'m happy to answer further
questions as I’'m able.

Ms. White: T’m not so sure that — | mean, there are
probably additional questions if | had additional information. I
just want to know that if something happens in Yukon there is
aplan in place.

My colleague, the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, was talking
about the retrofit program that was initially announced was
going to be paid back through property taxes. Because since
that announcement, since we haven’t moved toward the
completion of that agreement, how are folks able to access? Are
they accessing the retrofit money still through the Yukon
Housing Corporation? The reason why this was, | think, maybe
brought forward by the Minister of Community Services and
celebrated in the way it was is because it was talking about a
much longer payback time — but if the minister can tell me
what people are doing in the interim until this comes to
completion.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Today, someone could go down to
the Energy Solutions Centre and work with them to talk about
retrofitting their home. It’s possible to do today. What’s not

there is the ability to borrow money against your property
through the government to support that retrofit. We refer to it
as a “property assessed clean energy” type of program — a
PACE program. But any individual could go and could seek a
bank loan or some other form of loan to do that work. Of course,
in ideal situations, the energy savings that you get can
sometimes even outperform the cost of repayment on that loan.
That’s possible. We have low rates right now and some of our
homes could really use an energy retrofit.

What we are trying to do is bring in a local improvement
charge that would allow more Yukoners — more homeowners
and more commercial buildings — to be able to get a loan that
would help them to deal with the capital costs up front, then pay
it back over time through property taxes.

The Yukon Housing Corporation loan program is still
there. People can still use it. It isn’t tied to retrofits or to this
program specifically, but it doesn’t deal with commercial
properties, whereas the type of program we are thinking about
trying to bring in would. It’s still some ways off because we
still need to work with municipalities, as | was saying to the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin. Municipalities have said to me to
please be careful right now, as they are quite loaded with
respect to COVID. We are trying to be respectful of that. We
will try to work with them on ideas in the meantime. Maybe we
will do a pilot in a community or two to see how it works. There
are some ideas that are brewing, but as far as | understand it,
the Yukon Housing Corporation program loans are still there.

Just to go back — | will note this question as well and talk
to the Minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation
to check in with her that I am still correct in what I’m saying.
I’m happy to take that question to her on behalf of the Member
for Takhini-Kopper King.

Ms. White: There is no need for the minister to do that.
I am well versed in the Yukon Housing Corporation loan
application, as | applied for it twice. It was even, | would like
to say, part of the reason why it went from $35,000 to $50,000.
I spent some time with the deputy minister when he was in his
capacity for that department for other reasons — so no need; |
am well familiar.

The last question | have today — we have seen our
neighbours to the west of us suffer some tragic calamities that
are weather-related in Haines, Alaska. | know just based on
questions from opposition members — and, of course, from
you, Mr. Deputy Chair, and your motion — and the motion |
tabled as well about supporting our neighbours in Haines,
Alaska — | often say that if Haines was in Canada, | would live
there, but it’s not, so I don’t. Is there anything in the minister’s
capacity as Minister of Community Services that he is able to
do to support them? What are those discussions from the Yukon
government’s perspective right now in supporting our
neighbours in Haines, Alaska?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer is yes. There are roles
that we have, and I will just read out a little bit about it for the
record. Of course, | also know that the Premier has reached out
to the governor. | know that the Minister of Highways and
Public Works has had several conversations. | know that the
Member for Kluane was asking me questions late last week —
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on Friday, | think — to see if we could help some Americans
who were in transit and stopped because the highway had been
closed. While the Minister of Highways and Public Works was
in the House debating, | got a quick question to his DM on the
side asking about when we could get that road open. He let me
know that it was open then and | think the Member for Kluane
got word to those folks, so there is a lot of work trying to
coordinate.

So, Haines had declared a state of emergency following
strong winds and heavy rains that led to flash flooding and
multiple mudslides. The last | heard was that there were still
two folks missing, sadly — although at first, it was six missing,
so | am glad that those four other folks were located.

We now have the highway open, so we can escort aid
vehicles from Alaska or to Alaska, if that is needed. We have
reached out to the Department of Homeland Security in Alaska
to offer additional assistance, and they thanked us, but they
haven’t come back to us with specifics. I know that there was a
question around sandbags, and so we sourced some quickly
from our stores to get ready to get to them, and | am not sure
whether that has been asked for specifically.

The Yukon is a signatory of the Pacific Northwest
Emergency Management Agreement between the governments
of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, and
the Yukon. The agreement is intended to coordinate the sharing
of emergency management resources and expertise in response
to natural disasters and other emergencies, so there is a mutual
aid agreement about how we work together. This, on top of
COVID happening and restrictions around the border — but
borders, as far as | understand them, will allow for essential and
emergency services to move across. So, all we wait for, then, is
the ask that comes. We have reached out and we have talked to
them. We have let them know that we would be happy to try to
help, but we want them to tell us.

We don’t want to overload them with something that they
don’t need, and including — | have heard from a bunch of
people who want to head down there and help out. | just think
— whoa, let’s wait and see if they ask for people power,
because once you go across, you may need to isolate for 14 days
and you might actually become a burden on the system for them
rather than a support. There is a way in which we work together.
We have done the initiation of that to let them know that we are
standing by and ready should they need help.

One of the other things worth noting is that Alaska has
other resources that they use. They have three Coast Guard
bases, a National Guard, and five military bases. They haven’t
asked us for support yet. | think that they may be utilizing some
of their own resources, but we are happy to help if we can in
any way. Our hearts go out to the folks in Haines, and we can
feel their pain as they deal with some of the tragedy that is there.
They know that we are with them in spirit.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that answer. | am
sure that the minister has had many phone calls as well, but |
was contacted on the weekend by an individual in town who
has friends in Haines. One of the things that the person in
Haines had said is that the first thought, at first, was about the
dozens of houses that were wrecked. Now, as it turns out, it’s

actually hundreds. It is beyond imagination, really. The person
was talking about how there was going to be a heap of essential
things — from clothing to bedding to food, et cetera — that
they were going to need. The person whom | was having the
conversation with was trying to figure out if there was a way —
Yukoners are generous, and we know that. We always have
room and stuff to give. She was looking to try to figure out a
way to put out a call for those essential items that the
community needed and were identifying. She was trying to
figure out how things can get from Whitehorse to Haines,
Alaska.

I am wondering if, within the purview of the minister’s
responsibility under CEMA, he has any suggestions for that?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | know that Yukoners want to help,
and | think it is great. | will look for ways in which to try to
help make sure that the help is getting through in the right way.
The main way in which we work is through our Yukon
Emergency Measures Organization. They coordinate with the
state emergency operations centre. In the role as Minister of
Community Services, that’s kind of the appropriate channel
that | use.

People may have personal relationships with folks down
there and they may hear of things that are needed, but in terms
of coordinating something, I would use those channels. 1’1l
check in with our EMO to ask what is being asked for or what
we might anticipate to be asked, and then we can deal with the
logistics of it once we get that.

I think that we need to rely on those appropriate channels,
from a government perspective. There may be other ways that
people can work personally, but if we’re coordinating
something, it really needs to be ensuring that we are lining up
with our colleagues in Haines and in the US. We don’t want to
cause problems, as well-intentioned as they might be. We really
have to follow their lead in telling us how to support them.

I’ll leave it there for now. I do want to acknowledge
Yukoners’ spirit and how much they’re willing to give to help
our neighbours. That is heartwarming in the face of a tragedy.

Mr. Istchenko: 1 just want to follow up with something
else. The Leader of the Third Party did bring it up, but I was
inundated right after that by many people. They were heading
down, they were loading equipment, and they were going. | was
like, “Whoa, hang on a second. The road is closed right now,
so you’ll get in a line-up.” That is why we did ask the question
and | knew that it was going to come up, because we do have a
big arts and business community in my riding who took the
sales of some of their day yesterday. It was pizza day all day at
the pub and all the proceeds went and the top spots and all the
proceeds from a couple of days before down there, which is
wonderful. I am sure that they can use that.

But | understand, when | asked the question, and I
understand how things work — being involved with the
military and the Canadian Rangers — that things do go through
EMO, so my question, | guess, is: When it comes to the ask that
comes back, how will EMO go about — and | will just give an
example — say, if they start to need equipment, how will EMO
go about — will they go off to third-party rental? Will they put
a call out through the public? Those are some of the questions
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— or do people need to get a hold of EMO and say, “Listen, I
have this; if you need it, call me” — kind of — “We’re ready
to go.”

Can | get a little bit more detail on it?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: This is always a little bit of a
chicken-and-egg question. What | will say is that — | think that,
if EMO gets a request for something that we feel the public
could support, we will put out a public call. If it is something
that the business community could support — maybe that is
more like equipment or things like that — we will reach out
through the chambers. | think we would also work our own
internal channels as a government to see what resources we
have that we could be supporting and supplying.

So, itis really dependent on what they are asking for — so,
sandbags for example. I’'m not thinking that Yukoners are going
to have sandbags lying around, so we look to our own stores. |
think that is an example where we look internally, but I think it
really is dependent on what that request is for.

I just will acknowledge here in the Legislature today, just
as colleagues from across the way are acknowledging, that
there are Yukoners who are willing to help out; we just need to
ask. | will wait to see what it is that we’re hearing from Haines
that they have identified as being needed, and we will try to be
smart about that, about where we go. I don’t want to discount
any of this caring and generosity from our community. | realize
that it’s there and I am happy to tap into it — not so much to
not have responsibility ourselves as a government, but to
provide the opportunity to those people who want to contribute
to have an opportunity to do that. That’s how I’ll think of it.

To date, the one thing | heard about was sandbags, but
there is more to come, I’m sure. It’s still evolving as members
opposite have noted.

Mr. Istchenko: The other issue that had happened — it
was more federal with CBSA and | got a hold of the minister
right away. There were two American travellers who were
doing the right thing and they were travelling and they were at
a local hotel in Haines Junction self-isolating, but they were
there for three days and the requirement, of course, was 24
hours to go through. They got a call that they had to basically
head toward Beaver Creek and get out of Canada. | want to
thank whoever from across the way helped, but they got a call
back from CBSA that said, “No, just stay put.” They realized
that here we are in an emergency and it’s not like they were
staying back on purpose. Maybe that’s just something that,
moving forward, the department can make sure the next time
they have a bilateral with the federal government that they
realize that we could have these situations, especially in the
light of winter and our two — Skagway and Haines — those
roads and avalanches and it’s supposed to be a heavy snow
year. We could have this again. It would be nice if those people
know that they can just stay put and they don’t have to try to go
back to the southern states or whatever — most of them are
military travellers — or however that works.

I want to thank the department for everything.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It gives me a good chance to say
thanks to all of our enforcement folks who have been working
out there. When they come across a problem, they’re working

first to try to support Yukoners and educate and deal with the
problem directly. So, I will be sure to pass across a thank you
to both the CEMA enforcement team, our EMO folks, and also
to CBSA.

We’ve had other instances over the summer. | heard about
someone whose trailer broke down and | was getting calls in
the middle of the night and I’m saying, “Look, it’s okay. Just
be reasonable. I'll try to get word in. I know you’re trying to do
the right thing.” Those sorts of things don’t worry us; they
really don’t. It’s when someone is purposefully flaunting the
rules and putting others at risk — that’s what gets us.

With that, | just will say — because I think we’re getting
to the end — so | would just like to take a minute to also thank
the officials who have come in again today and | appreciate that
they’ve helped support — to get some of this information for
members opposite.

Deputy Chair: |Is there any further general debate on
Vote 51, Department of Community Services, in Bill No. 205,
entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21?

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate.

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all
lines in Vote 51, Department of Community Services, cleared
or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51,
Department of Community Services, cleared or
carried

Deputy Chair: Ms. White has, pursuant to Standing
Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of
the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 51, Department of
Community Services, cleared or carried, as required.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $9,501,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Capital Expenditures in the amount of $275,000 agreed
to

Total Expenditures in the amount of $9,776,000 agreed
to

Department of Community Services agreed to

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is
continuing general debate on Vote 55, Department of
Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair:  We will recess for 10 minutes.

Recess

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come

to order.
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The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works,
in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Highways and Public Works —
continued

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | want to thank, once again, my
officials, Mr. Gorczyca and Mr. McConnell, for coming in to
help us this afternoon to navigate the turbulent waters of
Highways and Public Works. I welcome my colleagues’
questions this afternoon. Without further ado, I’1l let them get
atit.

Mr. Hassard: | guess the first question would be: Why
are the waters so turbulent in Highways and Public Works? Is
there something that maybe we should know about? | guess we
will wait and see.

| just have a couple more questions for Highways and
Public Works. I, too, appreciate the officials for being here.

The first question that | had was in regard to CVIP
inspections. Individuals used to be able to take a course and get
certified to do inspections for motor vehicles. The rules have
changed. You now have to either be a third-year or red seal
certified mechanic in order to take the course and to be allowed
to do CVIPs, so I’'m wondering if the minister could provide
the House with an update as to why that change was made.

I know that there were a couple of people who were on the
list to get certified, but the course wasn’t allowed or wasn’t put
out for several months, and as a result, people who were on the
list are no longer eligible to get certified. | am wondering if the
minister could give us a bit of information on that.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | will endeavour to get the member
opposite an answer to the question of why we have changed our
requirements for CVIP inspections. | will get back to the
member opposite with that.

Mr. Hassard: The other question | had was regarding
the Nisutlin Bay bridge. | know that there is an RFQ out. |
believe that it closes on December 10. I'm curious if the
minister can provide the House with any updates on
negotiations with the Teslin Tlingit Council and just any
updates in general in regard to the Nisutlin Bay bridge.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | can tell the member opposite that
we’re in the midst of negotiations. I’m not going to comment
on negotiations on the floor of the House right now. The
negotiations are ongoing with the Teslin Tlingit Council on the
Nisutlin Bay bridge. | believe that our officials are even down
there this week continuing those negotiations. The talks have
been positive. The member opposite is correct that the request
for proposals is closing this month.

Mr. Hassard: If the RFQ closes on December 10 and
the negotiations haven’t wrapped up with Teslin Tlingit
Council, how is that not going to affect the tendering process of
the job? How are the proponents going to deal with that?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: That’s a little clearer. First of all, I
just said — and the member opposite corrected me gently, and
| appreciate that. It is an RFQ, not an RFP. The RFP process is
to come. We’re currently in the middle of an RFQ.

We’re going to qualify contractors, but the request for
proposals will incorporate all of the rest of the work with TTC
as we go along. We’re currently working to qualify our
contractors to do the job as we continue the negotiations with
the Teslin Tlingit Council on all of the matters that have to be
addressed going into the proposal going forward.

We will conclude negotiations with TTC before the request
for proposals goes out, but we will have contractors in place
who are qualified to do the work and we will work with them
and the Teslin Tlingit Council.

These things don’t happen — you start with step one, do
the next, do the next. They are all happening in real time, but
the work of the negotiations with the TTC, the Teslin Tlingit
Council, will be finalized before we put out the request for
proposals.

Mr. Hassard: Then | guess my last question for the
minister would be: When does he anticipate the RFP to be
going out?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: As soon as negotiations with the
Teslin Tlingit Council are finalized.

Mr. Hassard: 1 guess it’s not quite my last question.

We have heard on numerous occasions about the greatness
of the five-year capital concept — the importance of planning
in order for proper budgeting to take place. Is that the planning
process that is taking place? Well, when we get the negotiations
finished, then we will go to the next step — or is there anything
in between there?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: For the record, we have had this
discussion over the course of the last several years. It is a five-
year capital plan, not a capital concept. The member opposite
continually uses the wrong terminology for the work that the
department has done creating this document, which is a very
useful document for contractors and the general public and
apparently for the opposition to actually use in planning — be
it questions for the opposition or projects for the contracting
community or just knowing what is happening in the
neighbourhood for the general public. That document is
comprehensive. It is one of the first times that this government
has ever used it. I, once again, am very glad to see the Leader
of the Official Opposition using it.

Mr. Hassard: That was a great little spiel about the
concept, the plan, or whatever we want to call it, but at the end
of the day, the minister didn’t answer the question. I would
hope that the minister could provide us with some sort of
timeline that he is anticipating, whether it be six months or three
years.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The timeline is laid out in the five-
year capital plan. | have every confidence that the timeline is
still intact. The negotiations are ongoing. The tone of the
negotiations is good and positive, and I have every confidence
that the Department of Highways and Public Works and the
Government of Yukon can reach an agreement with the Teslin
Tlingit Council on the tremendous and important job of fixing
the Nisutlin Bay bridge.

Ms. Hanson: When we left off on Friday, the minister
had just commented that he lamented the fact that my initial
optimism may have been whittled away during the course of his
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responses. Indeed, they were. | am hoping that we can see a
reviving of that optimism.

I want to pick up on my colleague’s — the Member for
Pelly Nisutlin — question with respect to how Highways and
Public Works is addressing chapter 22 — where the Teslin
Tlingit Council Final Agreement sets out the process for
economic opportunities in their traditional territory,
particularly as this government has made specific reference to
the opportunities for aboriginal businesses — and we look at
the development corporations. It is chapter 22.5.0, which
speaks to contracting.

Avre there any intentions for some limits and opportunities?
What are they with respect to the development corporation for
the Teslin Tlingit Council? It is one thing to have a
government-to-government conversation, but there is a
difference between the government and the business arm,
which is the development corporation — which would then be
guiding.

I was just joking with my colleague from Pelly-Nisutlin
off-mic that there is a sense of déja vu. This bridge went offline
once before because of that lack of consultation and meaningful
engagement with the community as a whole — with the Teslin
Tlingit Council and with the development corporation, in
particular. I would be curious as to what measures are in place
to ensure that there are equitable opportunities for the Teslin
Tlingit Council’s economic arm and the businesses that flow
from that which would be involved in contracting. That is the
issue that was at play in this conversation so far — contracting.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | welcome my discussion with the
Member for Whitehorse Centre again this afternoon. I am
certainly glad to hear of her optimism. | hope that we can
continue that through our discussion.

| believe that the question has to do with contracting and
how it pertains to First Nation governments. It provides a sharp
contrast between eras in this Yukon government
administration.

I’m going to start this afternoon with my response touching
on our First Nation procurement policy, which the department
officials have been working diligently on for — actually, it has
been two years. We had hoped to have a policy passed quite a
long time ago. But in discussions as we launched this First
Nation procurement policy within the department and reached
out to First Nations and started those conversations — which
were really, really well attended by many First Nations coming
out on a regular basis, even through COVID, to engage with us
on this policy — we realized the value in having this
conversation with First Nations and their corporations about
how the Government of Yukon does procurement and how the
First Nations could benefit from it and developing a real
conversation about how we can improve things.

Rather than insist on meeting the deadline, | asked how
things were going and the department said they were going
really, really well. I said, “Then let’s keep the discussion going.
Let’s actually work closer together.”

So, we didn’t meet the deadline, but in not meeting the
deadline, we actually came to a much better place with the First
Nations in the territory and the Yukon government. There was

a real exchange of information and of collaboration. Recently,
I have had First Nation representatives from the Ta’an
Kwéch’dn and from the Kwanlin Diin reach out to me and really
thank me for the process that the Department of Highways and
Public Works undertook. The sincerity with which the
conversation happened and was allowed to grow was really,
really rewarding.

The work that we have been doing — we started on the
Nares River bridge project down in Carcross early in our
mandate, and then it evolved into the First Nation procurement
policy and is now moving into our work on the Nisutlin Bay
bridge. It has been very, very instructive for me and has laid a
very good foundation, | believe, within the Department of
Highways and Public Works, within the First Nation
community, and within communities throughout the territory in
how to change the way procurement works in the territory.

This collaborative policy development with First Nations
is a first for our government — for the Yukon government,
really — and a demonstration of our commitment to
reconciliation. We have had, since we got into power, four
Yukon Forums a year throughout our mandate attended. It has
been that work — those partnerships and the relationships that
we have built through that process have been vital. It has
worked its way throughout government, including the
procurement policies of the government, and it represents
meaningful action to help First Nation governments become
partners in the Yukon economy in the shape of employment,
training, and business opportunities. We see, as well, a
representative public service work here. We see it in the way
that we are changing procurement, and | think that you are
going to see, in the coming weeks and months, more for us to
say on that matter.

The Nares River bridge project, of course — | touched on
that. That changed the way that we did procurement within
Highways and Public Works. It was very collaborative with the
Carcross/Tagish First Nation, and it gave them a real say in how
the project would get done and tangible benefits within a
community, both in terms of economic development as well as
training for employees. That built some human capital — some
political capital — within the First Nation — certainly of the
CTFN, but also in other First Nations that saw how we were
willing to work together —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Deputy Chair:
point of order.

Ms. Hanson: The minister is speaking on matters other
than what is at play here. The question was with respect to
Teslin Tlingit Council, not about Carcross/Tagish First Nation,
not about Ta’an Kwéch’4dn or Kwanlin Diin — with respect to
all those First Nations. | was asking specifically with respect to
the contracting provisions — chapter 22.5.0 — as they apply to
the Teslin Tlingit, not to his general philosophy about Yukon
Forum and everything else. I’'m asking about the application of
that First Nation’s final agreement to the contracting
opportunities.

Member for Whitehorse Centre, on a
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Deputy Chair: Are you on Standing Order 19(b)?

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Deputy Chair:  Mr. Mostyn, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I'm so very disappointed in the
member opposite this afternoon with this point of order.

On the point of order, what I’'m doing is answering her
question, because her question related to the Teslin Tlingit
Council and chapter 22. I’'m giving her an answer to chapter 22
and all the work that we’re doing that feeds into the Teslin

Tlingit Council with regard to the Nisutlin Bay bridge.

Deputy Chair’s ruling

Deputy Chair: The Chair has listened closely to both of
these. Although I’m not disagreeing with Ms. Hanson, it’s kind
of a circuitous route to the question that she asked, so | would
ask the minister to please wrap it up and get to the point with
the TTC, please.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: 1 appreciate your ruling. Why I'm
profoundly disappointed with the Member for Whitehorse
Centre — who is, again, sort of pushing the bounds — I'm
giving a very deep response to her question, and I’'m very
disappointed in the fact that she just wants a cut and dried
response, which is really one of the problems that the First
Nations have had with the way that the government procures
and deals with them all the time — just get to the facts. It is
usually much deeper than that and refers to relationships and
whatnot.

When it comes down to the Teslin Tlingit Council, just last
week, we had a joint presentation with the TTC to the
community on the project. They were there. They were
presenting alongside us because they are our partners, which
leads into the work that we did on Nares and through the Yukon
Forum and now into the Nisutlin Bay bridge. We have had lots
of ongoing discussion last week and this week. We are down
there again, talking to them and bringing them into this project.
There is a project charter that was signed in 2019, government
to government, which is a framework for discussion and
negotiations for economic opportunities. Again, we sat down
and had that discussion with them and set a project charter for
this that lays out how they will participate and how they will
benefit from this economically.

The TTC is also going to be a partner in our ranking of the
respondents to the request for qualifications — so qualified
contractors. They will also be a part of that — again, working
together as one toward a successful conclusion for this project.

We are not rushing things. It’s not just going to be “Cut to
the chase and get it done”. We are working very closely with
our partners, as we have throughout our mandate, to build those
relationships and to work and understand more deeply what the
benefits are that can flow to the communities and to the
government from those respectful conversations that we are
having with our partners.

Ms. Hanson: It took us 15 minutes to finally get to a
notion that there may be something happening, but we’re not
quite sure. At least we can take from it — well, I’m not sure

what we can take from it, but there is some indication of some
activity, even absent an aboriginal procurement policy.

So, let’s try something that the minister loves to talk about.
He does love to talk, so hopefully, he can answer the question
before the time is up today. The minister, in his conversation
earlier in this budget area, had talked about the fact that there is
a total of 5,000 kilometres of the Yukon highway system that
is being brushed by this government, brushed — and | quote:
“...brushed to a standard”.

My question, Mr. Deputy Chair was: What standard and
what criteria are included in contracts with respect to
environmental and wildlife hazards? What holdbacks are
provided in those contracts to guarantee that the work is done
to that standard? The last part of that, Mr. Deputy Chair, is:
Does that standard require uniform clearing of 30 metres, from
centre line out, for brushing? I raise that because — the minister
is very familiar with concerns | raised about Carcross Road and
Tagish Road, but as | look up the north Klondike and I look
around areas like Henderson Corner, if the minister is going to
enforce a 30-metre clearance, you are going to see that
encroaching right upon people’s property — right through
those trees, which are actually bird habitat that, in previous —
that actually have had some protection under the Migratory
Birds Convention Act.

It's nice to have clear-cuts all across the highways, but what
are the standards? How are they enforced? What criteria are
included to ensure that environmental and wildlife hazards are
removed and that environmental standards are maintained?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite is absolutely
correct — | do like to talk about this subject. | do so because |
know it’s important to Yukoners. One of the reasons why —
we’re talking about rights-of-way — highway rights-of-way
that are identified — the fact that there are barriers of trees in
the right-of-way is because the brushing has not been done
consistently ever. So, people have been allowed — had been
left to believe that the trees are there — that they’ve been
allowed to grow up. Some of the trees that should have been
cleared out are huge; they’re five or six inches in diameter.
They should never have been allowed to get that big, but there
has been no consistent approach to the 5,000 kilometres of
highway that the member opposite correctly referenced in her
opening remarks.

What we did — and Mr. Gorczyca was part of the team
who worked on this project and I’m very glad to have him here
this afternoon — they set up five classifications of highway.
The brush-clearing is done to those standards set out in the five
classifications. They’re based on socio-economic factors,
traffic volumes, tourism impacts, economic impacts — all of
those things have gone into setting up five different categories
of highway and then we look at those factors and we have
standards.

So, Highway No. 1, which is through Whitehorse, will be
cleared every single year to a standard from the centre line out
and will be done every year. In areas with lower traffic
volumes, with less economic activity, et cetera, we won’t be
spending all the time to do that work because there isn’t the
need. We will clear narrower on the highway because the cost
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of doing it is expensive. We want to put the money where it is
most necessary for visibility and everything else.

We have five categories of highway now. That
classification system wasn’t used before. As we go through, we
then work — when we let the contracts, we look at stem height,
vegetation control, clearance width, safety, and sightlines —all
those different things — we give them to the contractor. The
contractor must adhere to the migratory birds act when they are
clearing the trees to make sure that they are not destroying nests
or whatever else. They have to adhere to that law as well.

The end result will be that we will have safer highways that
have better sightlines. We will have more consistency, so it
won’t be something like: Cody up at X location has requested
brush-clearing, so we’re going to go out and do it. It is set in a
regular standard. It is done by this date and will be done within
the next five years. We can say with certainty when the work is
going to be done, we can say to what standard it’s going to be
done, and we can give those standards to contractors. This is a
first for the government in terms of thoughtful and meaningful
progression on a job that Yukoners find very useful.

We have heard from people — even last week | had a
constituent tell me how much they appreciated the work and the
improvements that they are seeing along our highways. Again,
I think that it is really rewarding and is largely due to the great
work of the Department of Highways and Public Works to
bring some consistency, in a consistent application, to the issue
of the condition of our rights-of-way, which has been neglected
for dozens and dozens of years.

With that, Mr. Deputy Chair, | move that you report
progress.

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Mostyn that
the Chair report progress.
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
resume the Chair.

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by the Acting
Government House Leader that the Speaker do now resume the
Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Chair’s report

Speaker: May the House have a report from the Deputy
Chair of Committee of the Whole?

Mr. Adel:  Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy
Chair of Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:

Speaker:

Agreed.
I declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, |

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until
1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Written notice was given of the following motions
December 7, 2020:

Motion No. 368
Re: announcing tourism relief funding (Istchenko)

Motion No. 369
Re: releasing details of the universal childcare plan
(McLeod)

Motion No. 370

Re: costs of implementing Putting People First— the final
report of the comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and
social programs and services recommendations (McLeod)

Motion No. 371
Re: explanation of school bus delay (Kent)

Motion No. 372
Re: explanation of Yukon Hospital Corporation deficit
(Cathers)

Motion No. 373
Re: Yukon Energy Corporation diesel fuel usage and
electrical rate increases (Cathers)

Motion No. 374
Re: distribution of initial COVID-19 vaccines to Yukon
(Hassard)
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker: The chair wishes to inform the House of a
matter regarding the Notice Paper. Motion No. 371, notice of
which was given yesterday by the Member for Copperbelt
South, and Motion No. 372, notice of which was given
yesterday by the Member for Lake Laberge, were not placed on
today’s Notice Paper, as the motions were not in order, as they
seek an explanation on a matter.

The members may refer to my ruling of October 28, 2020,
for further reasoning regarding these motions.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:

Paper.
Introduction of visitors.
Tributes.

We will proceed at this time with the Order

TRIBUTES

In recognition of International Day of Persons with
Disabilities

Hon. Ms. Frost: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of
the Yukon Liberal government to pay tribute to International
Day of Persons with Disabilities.

Held each year on December 3, this international day of
observance was first proclaimed by the United Nations in 1992.
Its purpose is to promote the rights and well-being of people
with disabilities and to increase awareness of people with
disabilities in every aspect of political, social, economic, and
cultural life.

Each year, the UN declares a different theme for this day.
This year, the theme is “Building back better: toward a
disability-inclusive, accessible and sustainable post COVID-19
world”. What does “disability inclusive” mean in this context?
To quote the US Centers for Disease Control: “Disability
inclusion means understanding the relationship between the
way people function and how they participate in society, and
making sure everybody has the same opportunities to
participate in every aspect of life to the best of their abilities
and desires.”

Even under normal circumstances, we know that people
with disabilities are less likely to have equal access to health
care, employment, adequate housing, and education. They are
also likely to have fewer opportunities to participate as fully
equal members of their communities and societies.
Unfortunately, the COVID-19 crisis is widening this divide.

There are more than one billion people with disabilities in
the world today, and sadly, they are among the hardest hit by
the pandemic in terms of fatalities. As the United Nations notes,

if the world’s COVID-19 response and recovery was designed
to reach the furthest behind first, our post-pandemic world
would be a better place for everybody. We would be better able
to respond to challenges like the one we’re facing today.

Here in Canada, the federal Liberal government recently
announced plans to bring forward a disability-inclusion plan
which is designed to address the social infrastructure gaps that
have been worsened by the pandemic. Our Yukon Liberal
government applauds this plan. It consists of a guaranteed
income supplement, a new employment strategy, and a
streamlined eligibility process for federal programs and
benefits.

This plan will help to ensure that Canadians with
disabilities, who account for about 22 percent of our
population, are not left behind in times of crises.

Here in Yukon, we are fortunate to have a number of
amazing and caring NGOs that support and serve people with
disabilities. These include: Options for Independence;
Inclusion Yukon; Teegatha’0Oh Zheh, Child Development
Centre, Challenge Disability Resource Group; LDAY centre
for learning; and Autism Yukon Society. All of these groups
provide support to individuals and their families and are key
partners in improving health outcomes and enhancing quality
of life. | thank all of these groups for the work they do to break
down barriers and to open doors for the people they serve.

I would also like to thank the staff at the disability services
unit in the Department of Health and Social Services. The
dedicated and hard-working team at this office provide support
and services to about 350 Yukoners, 175 of whom are children.
Today, | call on all Yukoners to celebrate the accomplishments
of people with disabilities and to work together to build a post-
COVID future that is more inclusive of everyone.

Mabhsi’ cho; thank you.

Applause

Ms. McLeod: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to recognize the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities which takes place each year on
December 3.

“Disability” by definition is: “A physical, mental,
cognitive, or developmental condition that impairs, interferes
with, or limits a person’s ability to engage in certain tasks or
actions or participate in typical daily activities and
interactions.” As you can see, this definition covers a very
broad range of impairments. Disability affects more than one
billion people worldwide — about 15 percent of the world
population — and yet people have not fully caught on to the
importance of addressing some critical barriers faced by those
with disabilities.

The theme for 2020 is “Not all disabilities are visible.”
This is important for us to remember, Mr. Speaker. Equally
important to remember is that public judgment is one of the
biggest challenges persons with disabilities face every day. By
ensuring that all community members remember that
disabilities take many forms, we can reach a point where
compassion replaces obtrusiveness.
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We are fortunate here in the Yukon to have so many
professionals, organizations, and volunteer groups to not only
work with and support those with disabilities and their families,
but also to advocate for them in incredible ways. They work to
help eliminate the challenges faced daily by individuals with
those disabilities and also to highlight the diverse talents of all
community members.

Thank you to all those who work to spread awareness of
disabilities both visible and invisible and for the work that you
do in support of people facing those challenges. Thank you to
those who do their part by working to remove barriers and to
create a more accessible community for all.

Applause

Ms. Hanson: On behalf of the Yukon NDP, | join in
recognizing December 3 as the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities. Now more than ever, the imperative for
legislators to move from words to action to address the real,
daily, lived experience of people with disabilities has been
exposed as the impact of COVID-19 becomes daily more
apparent.

We all know too well that legislators at all levels are more
than competent at finding eloquent words to talk about issues
as though the expression of abstract thoughts is enough. For
example, Canada signed onto the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities in 2006. As a nation, we joined in
pledging to deliver on the UN’s sustainable development goal
of leaving no one behind. The federal government took until
2019 to pass An Act to ensure a barrier-free Canada, the
Accessible Canada Act.

In Yukon, the government has been silent on its intentions
to pass mirror legislation. This is important not only because
the federal law only covers aspects of life under federal
jurisdiction, like  banking, telecommunications, and
transportation that crosses provincial and territorial borders.
But it is important because, in the absence of territorial
legislation respecting disability rights, Yukoners are told,
“Well, there is the Human Rights Act, which prohibits
discriminating against people because of disabilities.”
Mr. Speaker, in 2020, surely we are beyond the point of
expecting the one in five fellow Yukoners living with a
disability to rely on having to file a complaint after they
experience a situation where their rights have been violated.

As disability activists have pointed out, human rights acts,
and the Charter just say “Don’t discriminate.” That doesn’t tell
you how to design your school or your hospital or how to
operate your doctor’s office. Housing, health, education, and
employment are areas of concern for people with disabilities
when it comes to accessibility.

Provincial governments in Ontario, Manitoba, and Nova
Scotia have enacted disability rights legislation. BC concluded
extensive public consultation on legislation to mirror the
federal act.

2020 is supposed to be about taking action to create a
disability-inclusive and accessible community. It is past time to
move past talking about how accessible we want the Yukon to
be. It is time to set standards for businesses, non-profits,

education- and health-related institutions, and the public sector
on how to be accessible to people with a wide range of
disabilities. Maybe then we can say that we have delivered on
our commitment, realizing that the rights of persons with
disabilities is not only a matter of justice, but that it is an
investment in a common future for us all.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have for tabling a legislative return
responding to a question from the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
on October 20 during Committee of the Whole.

I also have for tabling two annual reports for 2019-20: one
from the Yukon Teachers Labour Relations Board, and one
from the Yukon Public Service Labour Relations Board.

Hon. Ms. Frost: | have for tabling a legislative return in
response to questions on November 24, 2020, from the Member
for Kluane regarding outfitters’ quotas.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motions?

Avre there any further returns or documents for

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Mr. Istchenko: 1 rise in the House today to give notice
of the following motion:

THAT this House congratulates the Kluane Lake Research
Station on the establishment of an off-grid, hydroponic food-
production facility that will provide Yukon communities access
to a variety of freshly grown produce all year-round.

Mr. Cathers:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
recognize the importance of making spirometry tests available
in the Yukon again, especially during a pandemic, due to the
fragile health of many patients in need by immediately taking
action to restore this health service.

I rise today to give notice of the following

Ms. White:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
acknowledge period poverty experienced by women and girls
in the Yukon by providing menstrual-care products free of
charge.

| rise today to give notice of the following

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions?
Is there a statement by a minister?
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Yukon Days

Hon. Mr. Silver:  This week, our government is proud to
continue with the tradition of engaging with federal ministers
alongside Yukon First Nation leadership through what is now a
virtual Yukon Days. The majority of these meetings are taking
place this week. Yukon Days is an annual event where we meet
with members of the federal Cabinet to discuss issues that
matter to most Yukoners.

Since 2016, our government has implemented a
collaborative approach to Yukon Days where we have worked
with Yukon First Nations’ national chief and the Council of
Yukon First Nations to share priorities with the federal
government through trilateral meetings. Our voices are made
stronger when we can all speak together.

As the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated,
governments are at their most effective when they are
collaborative, coordinated, and working on a common goal.
Over the course of the past four years, our joint approach has
yielded important investments for our territory — for example,
the $26 million that we received for the Yukon University
science centre last year. It has also ensured that federal
ministers understand the unique land claim and self-
government context in Yukon.

This year, we have shifted, obviously, to a more virtual
model to allow us to continue this important dialogue while still
following the “safe six” guidelines.

While Yukon Days looks different than it did in the past,
I’'m very pleased that we are having productive conversations
with federal ministers on a number of important issues. We are
discussing resources to support community safety plans,
investments in First Nation housing, the delivery of health
services to Yukon First Nation people, and promoting the
sustainable management of Yukon River salmon.

Yukon is known across the country as a leader in
reconciliation. These meetings have given us a chance to profile
the extraordinary and innovative work underway by Yukon
First Nations, such as the Kwanlin Diin First Nation community
safety officer program and proposed made-in-Yukon solutions
for challenges that we are facing together.

I want to thank the Yukon First Nation chiefs for their
participation in these meetings with members of Cabinet and
me. I’'m looking forward to continuing to engage with the
federal government in partnership with Yukon First Nations.

Mr. Hassard: | appreciate the opportunity to respond to
this ministerial statement today. | would like to begin by
thanking the Premier for this update on what we believe is an
important annual event for the entire Yukon. We’re happy to
hear that the government has found a way to hold this event
virtually in these challenging times, and we certainly look
forward to an update when the event is concluded and all of the
meetings are finished.

Thanks again to the Premier for this update.

Ms. White: When I start, | wonder if this is the first-ever
ministerial statement about a Zoom meeting anywhere that

ministerial statements are made. While there is no doubt that it
is important to have conversations with federal ministers, I am
not sure that this ministerial statement really provides any new
information to Yukoners. We hope that the Premier will
elaborate in his responses on what ministers his government
plans to meet with and how these meetings will concretely
improve the lives of Yukoners.

We are happy that Yukon First Nation leaders have a seat
at the table, and we salute their leadership and vision when it
comes to reconciliation and intergovernmental relationships, as
well as issues like health care, housing, resource management,
and much more.

I will point out that a positive aspect of this year’s virtual
meetings is that it shows that business can be conducted
remotely. This saves the government money and reduces
emissions, which is critical if we believe that the climate
emergency that we declared just over a year ago is more than
just words.

I look forward to the day when Yukoners who live in the
communities are given the same flexibility to work remotely so
that they can live in their communities while working for YG.
The pandemic has shown us that work can be successfully
completed remotely, whether it is public servants working from
a home here in Whitehorse or in the communities where they
live. If the Premier can have productive meetings with his
federal counterparts over Zoom, | have no doubt that, with a bit
of creativity, we can decentralize government and allow
Yukoners to live in their communities while working for Yukon
government.

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thanks to the members opposite for
their comments. | think that it is extremely important to stand
in the Legislative Assembly during a ministerial statement to
express to Yukoners who may not know that these
conversations are continuing to happen. Every year since we’ve
been in government, our Yukon Days have been trilateral. In
the past, the First Nation components of Yukon Days were
more of a cultural significance after the meetings were done.
What we have instilled in this Yukon government are trilateral
conversations with federal ministers, the chiefs and councils,
and our ministers. Again, the good news from those previous
meetings was a coordinated effort in Ottawa.

We have heard from many different ministers on how
thankful they are to be able to speak to First Nation leadership
and the Yukon government at the same time about joint
priorities. They are happy to also see a five-year capital plan
that reflects the unigue communities so that they can have a
view to the five-year future in the Yukon and priority capital
projects for First Nation governments and ours as well.

I think it is extremely important that Yukoners know that
these meetings are extremely important to us and that they are
ongoing. | want to thank the folks who have dealt with the
logistics of these meetings.

It’s a herculean task, as you can imagine, to get everybody
into and out of the Zoom conversations — federal ministers
heading into Question Period — those types of things, but
again, the work of all of the public servants in all of the
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governments — whether it be in the Teslin Tlingit Council or
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in or our government or the federal
government — shows how important this is to all levels of
government that these conversations continue.

It really does help complement the Yukon Forum, which
we are preparing for this week. The Yukon Forum — more of
a conversation bilaterally on things such as off-road vehicle
regulations or the Putting People First plan or the missing and
murdered indigenous women and girls and two-spirited
individuals.

On a federal basis, we have communicated with the
opposition on what the conversations are, the topics are, at
Yukon Days — not to be confused with Yukon Forum — but |
think that it is an extremely important time to make sure that
folks know that, despite the pandemic, Yukon’s voice is being
heard in Ottawa.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Civil Emergency Measures Act
implementation review

Mr. Hassard: So, when this session began, the Liberal
government proposed a select committee of the Legislature to
review the Civil Emergency Measures Act and its use
throughout this pandemic. At the time, we argued that it was
inappropriate for the Minister of Community Services, who has
administered the Civil Emergency Measures Act, to sit on this
committee to review his own actions.

This morning we received an internal Cabinet e-mail that
shows that the Minister of Community Services has been
actively orchestrating the Liberals’ entire strategy to
manipulate the process and the outcomes. The minister himself
is preparing quotes, helping to write speeches, and
orchestrating the Liberals’ entire strategy — all with the
ultimate goal of getting himself on this committee to review his
own actions.

How can the Liberals continue to pretend that this process
isn’t a sham, all designed for the Liberals to write their own
report card?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, it is correct. | did put
forward a motion to establish a select committee of all parties
to work on the legislation. | heard from the members opposite
that they wanted to change the legislation. In fact, they tabled
some amendments to it in a bill. We haven’t debated that yet,
but, yes, | continue to work on that motion — it is my motion.

I am, of course, responsible for the emergency. | am, of
course, working with communities to talk to them about the
emergency. | am, of course, listening to concerns from
Yukoners. | am, of course, working with members on this side
of the Legislature around debate in this Legislature — yes,
absolutely. In fact, Mr. Speaker, | brought with me that
correspondence, which | inadvertently sent to the members
opposite — no big deal. | am happy to even table it.

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, this internal Liberal strategy
e-mail demonstrates clearly that the minister himself is
orchestrating this whole thing just to get himself on the

committee so that he can influence the committee’s outcomes.
He desperately wants to be on this committee and to review the
job that he has done implementing the Civil Emergency
Measures Act. He has written content for speeches, pulled
quotes for his colleagues to use, and charted out exactly how
his colleagues should argue that he himself is the best person to
review his own work. If his manipulation of the debate of this
motion is any indication of how he would behave on the
committee itself, it is clear that this entire process is bogus and
that we are right to oppose his participation in this.

Will the minister admit that he has been manipulating the
process with regard to this motion and its outcomes with the
obvious end goal of inserting himself on this committee?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, what I will also do is
share the correspondence with the media so that everybody can
see that correspondence. Yes, absolutely, Mr. Speaker, | was
reading Hansard from the past around debates on select
committees. Yes, | am doing my work around preparing for a
motion that | have put on the floor here that I think is important
to debate. Yes, | absolutely think that it is an important motion.

When you read through it, you will see that | even say in
there that it is not so important whether it is me who is the
person on the committee. What is so important is that Yukoners
have an opportunity to talk to a select committee about what
they would like to see as differences.

I did look back through past debate in this House, and | did
share that with colleagues. | think that | will share it with the
public as well so that they can see that debate all the way
through. I’'m happy to do so.

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party has
consistently made the case that the Civil Emergency Measures
Act should be amended to allow for democratic oversight and
legislative scrutiny. We have been critical of the Liberal
government for their unwillingness to call back the Legislature
throughout the summer and for the passage of dozens of
ministerial orders. Now the Liberals are saying that they will
review the act but that they want total control of the process so
the Minister of Community Services can review his own
conduct and write his own report card. Now these internal
Liberal strategy documents show that the Liberals and the
minister are manipulating the process so that they can rig the
outcome.

It’s obvious to everyone outside of the Liberal Cabinet
Office that this doesn’t make sense, so will the Liberals agree
to scrap this flawed process and start working with the
opposition parties in good faith to review the Civil Emergency
Measures Act?

Hon. Mr. Silver: What we have is a debate about a
motion to talk about the Civil Emergency Measures Act. In that
debate, what the opposition is not talking about is equal
representation: one member from the Yukon Party, one
member from the NDP, and one member from this caucus. But
that’s not good enough for the Yukon Party. They don’t want
specific people; if the particular minister is wrong for them,
then they’re just not going to show up.

It’s so interesting — as the Member for Whitehorse Centre
speaks off-mic as she often does and doesn’t listen to the
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answer — filibustering our motion, also standing on points of
order to not amend, standing on points of order to not even be
able to have this conversation in the Legislative Assembly, and
then amendment after amendment, but all summer long saying
that they want a select committee. | guess if the opposition
cannot control the narrative, they are not interested in the Civil
Emergency Measures Act.

On our part of the Legislative Assembly, we believe its
very fair to have one member from each of the parties. The
Yukon NDP can pick their member, the Yukon Party can pick
their member, but I guess the Yukon Party doesn’t allow us to
have representation that we think is extremely important on
there, especially when you have an individual who has forensic
knowledge not only of the act itself, but how it has been used
in the last nine months.

Question re: Civil Emergency Measures Act
implementation review

Mr. Cathers: The internal Liberal Cabinet Office
e-mails that we received this morning outline the Liberals’
legislative strategy. In those e-mails, the government minister
outlines the Liberals’ strategy planning, speaking notes, and
ultimately the government’s end goal to manipulate the
outcomes regarding the proposed review of the Civil
Emergency Measures Act.

What is particularly startling about these e-mails is that
included on the list of people the Liberal minister addressed
these partisan strategies to is the Member for Riverdale North
who also happens to be the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly.

Can the Minister of Community Services tell us why he
appears to be coordinating the Liberals’ legislative agenda
strategy and partisan objectives for the Legislature with the
Member for Riverdale North?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, first of all, | was
going to stand on a point of personal privilege regardless. I'm
happy to do it right now in Question Period. | sent out an e-mail
to MLAs — to colleagues. It turns out that the list has you in
that list. An e-mail earlier talking about looking at past Hansard
was sent to you. I’'m sorry that I sent it to you, Mr. Speaker.
That was not my intention, but you will also notice next to it
that it’s also sent to me; I sent it to myself. Why did I do that?
Because it was a list of MLAs. It’s just that the list had us on it.
There was no intention of sharing it with you. Again, my
apologies.

What | will do is table that one piece of e-mail that |
inadvertently sent to one of the staffers with the Yukon Party.
After | did that, | turned around and sent it to the staff of the
NDP, because | thought, well, if I’ve sent it there, let me send
it in both directions. | will send it as well to the media. | will
put it out there on my social media. People can see that I’ve
been researching Hansard to look at select committees so that,
when we debate select committees here in this House on my
motion, there is some good information that we can talk about.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | do have to point out that
the e-mail was sent over a month ago. For the minister to now
be apologizing is a little bit rich, since it has become public.

These questions are directly related to internal government
strategy documents created and sent by the Minister of
Community Services as he attempts to manipulate the process
with respect to the Civil Emergency Measures Act review and
his own conduct during the pandemic.

In 2017, following a question about the Member for
Riverdale North’s attendance at partisan events, the then-Clerk
of the Assembly issued a statement to media outlining the role
of the Speaker. In that statement, the Clerk said — and | quote:
“In a Westminster parliamentary system ... the Speaker of a
legislative assembly must be neutral and non-partisan when
presiding over the proceedings of the legislative assembly. The
Speaker is also expected to restrict his or her political activity
outside the House in order to preserve the neutrality and non-
partisan nature of the position.”

Can the minister tell us how he could possibly believe that
it is appropriate for the Liberals to include the Member for
Riverdale North in e-mails about the development of partisan
strategies for the Legislative Assembly?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, I don’t believe that it
is appropriate for me to send something to you. | did it by
mistake. I apologized to this House. It’s one of those things
when you press “send” on an e-mail and sometimes there is
autofill and other things.

What | will say to this House is that | have had no response
from you on that. So, you did your job. I am the one who made
the mistake. Again, | apologize to this House. | have one e-mail
that was sent this morning in error to a staffer from the Yukon
Party. That is the challenge here. | took the decision to share it
then with the staff of the NDP. | am taking the decision to share
that with the public and media. Please — | encourage everyone
to please have a look. All it is, is me going through past
Hansards and talking about past select committees. By the way,
six of the seven past select committees have ministers on them.
There has never been any debate in this Legislature about
whether or not a minister should sit on them from any party in
this House. Now it is an issue — okay, fine, let’s have the
debate.

Mr. Cathers: Well, it’s a fairly desperate attempt by the
minister. He knows that, like the Public Accounts, the principle
is that ministers don’t review their own work, but the minister
is trying to issue his own report card.

The 2017 statement by the Clerk of the Assembly also
notes that — and I quote: “The Speaker will not, under normal
circumstances, attend caucus meetings when the House is in
session or in the two weeks prior to the reconvening of the
Assembly.”

Can the minister explain why the Liberal government was
appearing to coordinate House strategy for the government’s
legislative agenda by directly involving the Speaker and why
he has only made this public once he got caught?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, | am finding this line
of questioning very interesting. Apparently, nobody on the
other side of this Legislative Assembly has ever sent an e-mail
in error. Apparently, the explanation given by the minister is
not satisfactory, but most important, in relation to the last
question, is the fact that the member opposite has clearly not
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read the motion that is before the Legislative Assembly, has
been debated, and is the subject of the particular e-mail,
because it clearly says that the select committee — special
committee — would “... consider and identify options for
modernizing the Civil Emergency Measures Act, and make
recommendations on possible amendments to the Civil
Emergency Measures Act.” There is another bit of information
there about how that would happen. Those are not report cards;
it is not about looking back; it is about looking forward and
speaking to Yukoners about what they think this piece of
legislation could and should do for them.
Perhaps he could read the motion.

Question re: Hemodialysis services in Yukon

Ms. White: A year ago today, my friend Terry came
home to die. He said he would rather die with friends around
him than live alone in VVancouver, dependent on hemodialysis
not available to him in Yukon. He died just after the new year.

My question is: What has this government done, since
Terry’s death, to address the needs of Yukoners who require
hemodialysis that is not provided in Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Frost:  Mr. Speaker, of course, our sincere
condolences to the family. We take into consideration every
death that happens as a serious lesson learned and we always
look for improvements, as we just recently rolled out the
Putting People First report. The objective, Mr. Speaker, was to
look at preventive measures, to look at collaborative care, and
to work with our partners on best practices.

We certainly don’t want to focus on acute care. We want
to focus on prevention and we want to focus on the best possible
models that we can bring here to the Yukon.

We have been working with British Columbia’s renal
agency to improve services available in the territory for
Yukoners with kidney disease. This early intervention and
support delay the progress of the disease and supports home
dialysis therapies to keep Yukoners in the territory.

We are taking into consideration and looking at best
practices and we’re doing that with the experts who focus on
the supports needed for hemodialysis and different aspects.

I would be happy to respond to further questions.

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, after Terry’s death and the
publicity surrounding it, I received many e-mails and letters
from folks who were shocked by Terry’s needless death, but
also concern for their own future health care needs. Some
individuals were already experiencing the impacts of kidney
disease.

This government was willing enough to cover over
$450,000 for Terry’s care while he was in a Vancouver
hospital. The government indicated then that there were not the
numbers in Yukon to justify offering hemodialysis to
Yukoners. Mr. Speaker, his family doesn’t want condolences.
They want others to have access to hemodialysis in Yukon.

Can the minister tell this House what the magic number
would be in order to offer hemodialysis in Yukon rather than
sending Yukoners permanently away?

Hon. Ms. Frost: Mr. Speaker, again, I’ll reiterate that
BC supports Yukoners who need dialysis or transplants. Their

guidelines do not recommend developing a hemodialysis centre
here in Yukon. These guidelines are rooted in evidence,
experience, and research developed by BC Renal agency to
ensure equitable and logical distribution of high-quality kidney
care and services as a guide for best practices. It would be fair
to say that this work that we are doing with our partners in
British Columbia has been slowed as a result of COVID. The
work will continue as we look at the future.

I certainly want to acknowledge that we have had a number
of patients in the same situation. We take every one of them
very seriously. Acting on many other initiatives that have had a
direct impact on chronic kidney disease, we are working on
recommendations to improve travel and we’re working on
recommendations to support the patients to access services in
British Columbia and that is something that we historically
have done. Are we looking for improvements? Most certainly
we are — from the experiences that we have learned from.

Ms. White: | am not sure that | would cheer about the
answer, because | believe that it is the government’s
responsibility to Yukon citizens and not British Columbia’s.
We know that Yukoners have had to make this choice in the
past, they are making it now, and they will continue to have to
make this impossible choice: move permanently away from
jobs, homes, friends, and family to receive hemodialysis, or
remain here to die.

In the Northwest Territories, there are two communities
where hemodialysis is available for 23 people in total. One is
Yellowknife, and the other is Hay River. Hay River, with a
population of just under 4,000 people — one-tenth of the
population of Yukon — now has four hemodialysis machines.
There are two NWT communities where individuals can remain
in their community and get access to the health care that they
deserve. Yukoners do not have the same access to health care.

How does the minister explain that the Northwest
Territories has enough patients to justify not one but two
communities with hemodialysis support while Yukon patients
have to relocate south?

Hon. Ms. Frost:  Mr. Speaker, acknowledging what is
happening in the Northwest Territories and the focus on in-
centre hemodialysis treatment while the Yukon focuses on
more of an independent model and we work with our BC
partners — just as a note for the record, the individual the
member opposite is speaking of would have had to go to BC for
services because that is where we rely on supports.

With respect to proactive and preventive care, which is
really important in this conversation, it is delaying the
progression of kidney disease. For this, we have initiated the
find-a-doctor app; we supported Yukoners; we have allowed
for funding and constant glucose monitoring for diabetes
patients. We have currently 53 patients with chronic kidney
disease who require no dialysis and seven patients who require
dialysis. Those seven patients are treated out of BC, and we
fund and support those patients. We will continue to do so.

I wanted to just again say that Yukon does not take this
lightly. We are taking every experience as we look at putting
people first and as we look at a collaborative model and a
preventive model.
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Question re: ATAC Resources tote road project

Mr. Kent: The decision by the Liberal government to
deny permits for the ATAC road continues to receive negative
feedback from mining companies and the investment
community. Companies are saying that they don’t know what
to tell their shareholders and potential investors about this
decision and how it will affect their projects.

In a North of 60 Mining News article from December 4, the
CEO of ATAC is quoted as saying: “If this road can't be
permitted following a positive environmental and socio-
economic assessment decision and years of governmental
encouragement to invest in the project, then you have to wonder
if Yukon is in fact open for business.”

The Liberals boasted about the new requirement for sub-
regional land use plans to be completed before projects can be
approved as their new way of doing business. Are the Liberals
considering this new way of doing business for any other
projects in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the question
from the member opposite. Once again, part of the work that
I’ve been doing over the last number of weeks is continuing to
communicate with the financial sector across the country. What
we’ve seen in many cases is the analysts who do that work and
then provide insight and advisement to the financial firms have
done a lot of deep diving. They have taken a look at the
recommendations that were put out by the environmental
assessment. They’ve also taken a look at the information that
has been provided by the Yukon government. | think what
they’ve done has given an opportunity to contemplate on what
the recommendations were and the decisions by the Yukon
government. | think there is a lot of work being done just to
understand this. I think that’s important.

We spoke last week about some of the reasons behind
denying the road based on the application. Over and above that,
I think it’s important that we still touch upon the fact that we
have a very vibrant industry. Environmental assessment
structure is very important when you look at the ESG financing.
Even this week, discussions with other financial institutions
about the importance of how they’re going to look at it — and
we see the other territories — Northwest Territories and
Nunavut — position themselves in the same way.

Mr. Kent: The question that | asked is: Will this sub-
regional planning be considered for other projects in the
territory?

But on Yukon.ca this morning, the Beaver River land use
planning documents still include work on a road access
management plan. It’s scheduled to be completed in
March 2021. This update was submitted in November before
the minister pulled the rug out from underneath ATAC
Resources by denying the permits.

Since the road permits have been denied, has the minister
instructed the committee to stop work on this road access
management plan?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Again, to answer the first question —
and I apologize if it wasn’t answered in full at this particular
time. We have had some First Nations reach out to us. That has
been the only discussion on sub-regional planning. There have

been some First Nations that have asked us to look at that. We
have not, as the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
or with the Department of Environment, dealt with any
conversations, but there have been conversations that have been
led by First Nations on that particular topic.

Again, concerning this particular process, we are going to
undertake the work that we have looked at doing with Na-Cho
Nyék Dun. We spoke about this at length in budget debate
under Energy, Mines and Resources, and we talked about the
timeline that is there and the work plan. | explicitly shared the
fact that December 14 is the next date of our senior liaison
committee. From that, we continue to do that work and there
are some key pieces around sub-regional planning that have to
be done around wildlife management and others. That is the
work that is being done between the two governments, and we
will continue to do that work.

My colleague, as well, wanted me to touch upon the fact
that ESG, for those who don’t know, is an acronym that really
focuses on environmental, social, and governance. Those are
some of the key things that you need for investment these days.

Mr. Kent:  Mr. Speaker, as we have said before, the
Liberals have changed the rules of the game on the ATAC
project at half-time. They introduced sub-regional land use
planning as part of the process after the project received a
favourable environmental assessment. What normally would
have been a decision on this project in perhaps the summer or
fall of 2018 has now dragged on into late 2020, with no end in
sight. Jurisdictions needs stability and certainty with their
permitting processes in order to attract investment.

Although the minister doesn’t seem overly concerned with
what this decision means to mining in the territory, what is his
message to investors about his new way of doing business?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Mr. Speaker, | think that our message
to the overall investment community is: First and foremost,
some of the challenges that we found coming into office were
that there was a tremendous amount of legal cases going on and
there was real instability concerning the fact that folks were
pretty worried about the government-to-government
relationships. That is something that we have put a lot of work
into through our MOU with 11 First Nations. That, of course,
then led to the work that we do on all those sub-tables. Then, of
course, over and above that, is the mineral development
strategy, which | think is a very important undertaking —
something the previous government tried to get off the runway,
didn’t quite happen, and crashed. Again, for us, we have that
work underway.

I think that when you take a look at that work and then
some real optimism going into this year where a lot of capital
has been raised, it looks like we are going to have a very, very
strong exploration season. Of course, we have those three
mines now, up and running, and more in the pipeline.

I think that we can really take a look at this one particular
case where an application was denied, but if you take a look at
the entire picture, what we’re seeing is folks working in mines
and mines actually being built and going into production. That
is really not what we were previously seeing. When you take a
look at year over year, our exploration numbers are quite



2282

HANSARD

December 8, 2020

strong. There have been some anomalies, but the finance folks
said, “Listen, make sure you get mines open.” That’s not what
was happening in the past.

Question re: COVID-19 pandemic public health
measures for hospitality industry

Mr. Istchenko: Starting yesterday, the government is
requiring that bars and restaurants take contact information for
guests. Did the government consult with the Yukon
Information and Privacy Commissioner about the planning and
implementation of this policy?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | will start with the responses.

I did put the question to my folks about a privacy impact
assessment. I am sorry, but I don’t have the answer in front of
me, but I know that when the chief medical officer of health let
us know that his office believed that this was important to keep
up safety, we agreed that it should come forward quickly. My
understanding is that bars and restaurants are to keep this list.
It is not a list that’s shared with us unless there is a case. Then
it is much like flights where there is a manifest, so we have a
way to contact people.

I will get the specific answer for the member opposite, but
we let bars and restaurants know that, as of December 2 and as
of yesterday, this started to happen where people are signing in.
I know this because | went out last night and checked it out. |
saw that it was at work. | will get a specific answer for the
member opposite, but it’s just to say that the whole point of this
is to make sure that we can follow up with people and protect
their safety.

Mr. Istchenko: Mr. Speaker, protecting the privacy of
Yukoners is extremely important. Businesses are being
instructed by the government to collect and retain personal
information. We understand the public health purposes of this
as it relates to contact tracing, but we also need to ensure that
we are protecting privacy. While the minister is off finding out
whether or not he consulted with the Yukon Information and
Privacy Commissioner about the planning and implementation
of policy, can he also find out what other measures — maybe
in the House today he can answer this — his government has
put into place to protect the privacy of Yukoners?

Hon. Ms. Frost: Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
question around the Privacy Commissioner, | would like to note
that, given that the information collected is collected by the
respective bar or restaurant, this information is held for 30 days
and then is destroyed. We did not consult with the Privacy
Commissioner because this is not the government collecting the
information.

As we continue to adapt and respond to COVID-19, we are
identifying new ways to keep our communities safe, and
Yukoners need to know that. The objective here is so that we
can do contact tracing and prevent Yukoners from essentially
coming into contact — if they have come into contact, we have
a means in which to quickly correspond with them, and that is
as advised by the communicable disease centre under the
direction of our chief medical officer of health. Businesses,
including bars and restaurants, were required to submit their
operational plans prior to reopening to ensure the health and

safety of staff and customers. These plans were approved by the
Health Emergency Operations Centre and follow the guidelines
of the chief medical officer of health.

I would like to just say that Yukoners should feel safe in
knowing that we are following protocols to do the necessary
contact tracing when appropriate.

Mr. Istchenko: | am not sure if the minister heard the
question, but | was asking about what other measures the
government is putting in place to protect the privacy of
Yukoners. Both ministers weren’t sure if they had consulted
with Yukon’s Privacy Commissioner about the implementation
of the policy.

I am going to switch gears a little bit with respect to the
enforcement end of it. If an individual refuses to provide this
information, what is the responsibility of the bar or restaurant?
Are they required to deny service?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Mr. Speaker, | am happy to talk this
afternoon about the actions that this government is taking to
provide more information to our citizens and also to better
protect their privacy.

We undertook a debate about two years ago here in the
House about our new Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. We undertook to rewrite that act and make sure
that the privacy of our citizens is better protected. We consulted
with the Information and Privacy Commissioner in the drafting
of that piece of legislation. | can say to the members opposite
that the regulations that will bring that act into force are
currently on their way to Cabinet. | know that when that act is
finally brought into service, it will provide much more robust
privacy for our citizens interacting with government and much
clearer rules around the provision of information. Once again,
we know how important that is for Yukoners. | know that when
this act is brought into force in a few months, it will certainly
do a much better job protecting the privacy of our citizens as
they react and interact with our government. Those rules will
be a lot clearer as well.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.

Notice of opposition private members’ business

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to  Standing
Order 14.2(3), | would like to identify the item standing in the
name of the Third Party to be called on Wednesday,
December 9, 2020. It is Motion No. 358, standing in the name
of the Member for Takhini-Kopper King.

Mr. Kent:  Mr. Speaker, in order to continue debate on
government business as we approach the end of the current Fall
Sitting, the Official Opposition will not be calling any private
members’ business for tomorrow.

Speaker: We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 212, amendment to — adjourned debate

Clerk: Motion No. 212, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker, resuming debate on the amendment
proposed by Ms. Hanson; adjourned debate, Mr. Cathers.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, in resuming debate again on
this motion and the amendment to it, | would like to again recap
the fact that, throughout this year, the Yukon Party has focused
on bringing forward constructive solutions, including proposals
to work together on all-party committees related to multiple
aspects of the pandemic. As well, last week, as the Official
Opposition critic for democratic institutions, | tabled proposed
changes to the Civil Emergency Measures Act which would
provide the Legislative Assembly with oversight and control
over the extension of the state of emergency and require that
any regulations and ministerial orders be subject to a mandatory
review by the Legislative Assembly or committee of the
Assembly within 45 days of being issued and empower
committees of the Legislative Assembly to conduct public
hearings on regulations and ministerial orders under the Civil
Emergency Measures Act.

In saying that, as well, we agree that there are likely
additional changes that are required to the Civil Emergency
Measures Act and we would be happy to participate in a
committee, but we are making it clear that we believe the
highest priority changes would be to improve democratic
oversight and provide the ability that has been missing
throughout the government’s management of the pandemic for
the public to be involved in matters including the imposition of
ministerial orders that are affecting the lives of 40,000
Yukoners, Mr. Speaker.

We believe, fundamentally, that even if an order has to be
made in a hurry, that there needs to be, at the very least, an
after-the-fact check with Yukoners asking questions as simple
as: What’s working? What isn’t? How can we do better?

Now, in speaking to this proposed amendment, | would
note that, with the proposed committee, a key question all
members should consider is this one: Why should Yukon
citizens have confidence in a committee reviewing the Civil
Emergency Measures Act and the work that it will do?

Well, Mr. Speaker, if the Liberals insist on having the
Minister of Community Services on the committee as proposed
by the minister, the fact is that Yukoners have every reason to
question the government’s sincerity because of that conflict of
interest of the minister continuing to manage aspects of the
pandemic under the Civil Emergency Measures Act while being
asked to participate in a review of that legislation.

We can safely assume that the number one thing Yukoners
will want to talk about is how the Civil Emergency Measures
Act has been used throughout the pandemic, including the use
of ministerial orders issued by the Minister of Community
Services. That will be at the heart of the discussion about what
changes should made to that legislation that would affect the
future. People whose lives are being affected right now are

going to want to talk about that. | believe that they have every
right to talk about that.

I want to also, in speaking to this amendment to the motion,
remind all members of the Yukon Party Official Opposition’s
position. We are happy to participate in an all-party committee
reviewing the Civil Emergency Measures Act. If the Liberals
reconsider their position and agree to have one of the Liberal
private members on the committee of the Minister of
Community Services, we will happily support the passage of
this motion. If they refuse, we continue to have concerns that
the committee’s credibility will be tarnished by the Minister of
Community Services sitting on it while he is still responsible
for issuing orders related to the pandemic because of the
declaration of a state of emergency.

What the Liberals have appeared not to get — or are
perhaps willfully ignoring — is that just as with the principle
that’s applied when Public Accounts committees do reviews of
the government action, the long-standing principle has been
that ministers, if they are sitting on that committee, recuse
themselves from any discussions related to a department that
they’re currently the minister responsible for or that they were
the minister responsible for during a period covered by the
review. In the absence of that, unfortunately, there is not the
necessary public appearance of impartiality. The process
appears biased and it will have the appearance, if the
government proceeds with having the Minister of Community
Services on the committee, that the government has perhaps
already decided what the outcomes will be.

This has also been added to throughout the year. The
government has had a perfect record of shooting down every
single proposal that we have made regarding working with
them in all-party committees or the proposals that we have
made to amend their motions, such as their motion regarding
the civil emergency when they shot down three amendments
proposed by the Yukon Party and one proposed by the NDP and
a previous amendment that we proposed to this very motion that
we are discussing. The government — the Liberal government
— has shown an indication that they are not willing to take
suggestions from everyone else, and it does leave us
questioning — especially if the Minister of Community
Services sits on the committee — why we should believe that
this committee will be any different. If this process is simply
one where the government has already decided what the
outcome will be, then it will not have the credibility it should
have, if it is actually going to listen to Yukoners — give
Yukoners the confidence to come forward to the committee and
actually recommend the solutions that should occur, in terms of
proposed changes to this committee.

I should also note that we are concerned that officials from
the Department of Community Services and other departments
who are called to testify will be afraid to share their opinions
frankly with the committee, since the Minister of Community
Services would be sitting on it. We are concerned that the
minister will fundamentally be in a conflict by continuing to
issue ministerial orders while effectively reviewing his own
performance.
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That process risks making a mockery of parliamentary
tradition and propriety and our democratic solutions. There is a
very simple solution: The government can simply agree to
allow one of the Liberal backbenchers to sit on the committee
and to work on behalf of Yukoners, including their constituents.

It is ridiculous to pretend that this committee’s work is
only about the future. People who are being affected by the
Civil Emergency Measures Act today will want to talk about
those effects when they talk about what they think should be
changed. I would certainly hope that this isn’t a case — we are
getting the impression that the Premier doesn’t really have
confidence in the ability of the Liberal private members, and |
would encourage them to in fact allow those members to
participate in the committee and do good work alongside
members of the Official Opposition and the Third Party of
listening to Yukoners and suggesting changes.

While we are critical of parts of the government’s response
that we disagree with, including the original proposed structure
of this motion, we have consistently throughout the pandemic
not just identified the areas where we criticized the government,
but brought forward — time after time after time —
constructive proposals for what could be done better. That
includes the legislation that | mentioned that | tabled on behalf
of our caucus and the proposals that we made during discussion
of the civil state of emergency where we proposed that any
future extensions of the current state of emergency being
debated should be debated in the Legislative Assembly prior to
their implementation.

We proposed that the Standing Committee on Statutory
Instruments convene to review, call witnesses, and study all
ministerial orders and orders-in-council issued during the state
of emergency. We proposed as well that all Members of the
Legislative Assembly should be provided with the same
information that informs the Yukon government’s decision on
whether to implement and extend the state of emergency. In
addition to that, the Third Party made a proposal that we
supported. | will note as well that the Third Party, the NDP, did
support the amendments that we proposed, and we thank them
for that.

Ultimately, the pandemic should be an opportunity to work
together for the betterment of all Yukoners. Unfortunately, we
hear the government members occasionally using phrases that
suggest that we are all on team Yukon or that they are interested
in working together, but their actions do not live up to those
claims. It has not increased our confidence in a committee with
the minister sitting on it when we see, as we did earlier today,
the e-mail that the minister claims to have accidentally sent to
people — including the Member for Riverdale North — which
appeared to me to be instructing MLASs to do things, including
to cast aspersions on Yukon Party MLASs during discussions
regarding the review of the Civil Emergency Measures Act. It
appeared as well to be instructing them on what they should say
and why they should be arguing for the Minister of Community
Services himself to sit on that committee. It does not increase
our confidence in a process in which we were already
questioning the sincerity of the government when the minister
sends e-mails that have the appearance of him playing the role

of a puppet master in trying to orchestrate the outcome that he
wants.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to, as | mentioned, the proposals
that we have made regarding democratic oversight and
information sharing, we have, throughout this year, as you will
recall, since the beginning of the pandemic — we in fact began
early in the month of March — we proposed an all-party
committee where all MLAs would have the opportunity to work
together, dealing with the territory’s response to the pandemic.
The government refused to consider it. We again, throughout
the months since then — on several other occasions — made
other proposals regarding working together to deal with aspects
of the pandemic.

Those suggestions were again rebuffed by the Liberal
government. We are certainly getting a strong sense that the
government is not actually interested in working with the
Official Opposition or the Third Party and that they simply
want the appearance of working together, but on terms that they
themselves have dictated.

Frankly, especially if the Minister of Community Services
is the government’s member on this committee, as they
proposed in their original motion, it leaves us questioning their
interest in actually taking any suggestions or any constructive
proposals from other members of the committee. If we’re
simply going to see an exercise in window dressing and a sham
process, that really is not a good use of the time of members of
the Assembly. It’s not a good use of taxpayers’ resources, and
frankly, Yukoners deserve better from the government.

What Yukoners do deserve are changes to the Civil
Emergency Measures Act that improve democratic oversight
and accountability. As noted, we have identified those that we
see as high-priority changes. So, in contrast to the
government’s approach, we are clearly outlining a vision for
improving oversight by the Legislative Assembly — oversight
of ministerial orders and, most importantly, inclusion of the
public in reviewing the rules that are being issued that are
affecting their lives.

Ultimately, a pandemic is not an excuse to avoid
democracy. It is not an excuse to avoid public consultation.
Fundamentally, every single one of us has an obligation to
represent our constituents and people throughout the territory.

The people throughout the territory do want to be involved
in the decisions that are affecting their lives. In my view, they
have every right to be involved.

Ms. White: I thank my colleagues for what they’ve said
so far in this debate.

One thing that | just want to bring forward is that | would
guess, especially based on what the minister has said himself,
that the Minister of Community Services is incredibly busy
right now. As we’ve heard, we’re in month nine of a pandemic
and he is in charge of the CEMA legislation. | know, sitting on
other committees, that often they are reorganized around the
availability of ministers who are busy right now, which |
appreciate.

But if we’re going to talk about the importance of changing
or opening up this legislation and taking a look at what needs
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to be done, one would expect that it is going to require a certain
amount of time. The timeline that it has been set for is for the
summer of 2021, | believe.

The amendment that my colleague for Whitehorse Centre
has proposed is bringing in the Minister of Community
Services as an expert witness. It would allow him to share what
he has learned in the nine months — since this has been
ongoing. What it would also do is free up the committee to
continue to meet as required and not be beholden to the busiest
person possibly who would be on that committee. I think it’s
reasonable. I don’t think that it weakens the motion; I see it only
as a strength.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am very pleased to hear the
Member for Lake Laberge say that the public should be
involved in a conversation regarding future CEMA legislation
and that Yukoners need to be heard, because he has introduced
a bill here in this Legislative Assembly to amend that
legislation without any of that being done. | am certainly happy
that this has changed.

| can appreciate that the amendment is an attempt to
structure the special committee from a selection of our talented
and dedicated private members, but the motion brought in as
Motion No. 212 indicates that one MLA from the Official
Opposition and from the Third Party would join the Minister of
Community Services on a special committee for the purposes
of considering and identifying the options for modernizing the
Civil Emergency Measures Act and that the committee would
make recommendations on possible amendments to the Civil
Emergency Measures Act.

They would be empowered, Mr. Speaker, to hold public
hearings and to call for persons, papers, and records. They
would be required to report to this Legislative Assembly on its
findings and recommendations by August 31, 2021. They
would be supported by the Clerk. Equal representation from the
three parties represented here in the territorial Legislative
Assembly — no chair yet chosen that would be appropriate for
the committee to do this. | also note that equitable, fair
representation is what is proposed here in Motion No. 212.
Parties would choose their own participants.

| am puzzled, frankly, as to why there is such vehement
opposition to the Minister for Community Services being the
selected person on behalf of the Yukon Liberal Party. All
parties should get to choose who they want to send to do this
work on their behalf.

They are required, as I’ve noted, to consider and identify
options for modernizing the Civil Emergency Measures Act
legislation. They are required to work together on behalf of
Yukoners.

When this motion was brought forward, it was carefully
considered. Research was done when contemplating a special
committee —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
of order.

The Member for Whitehorse Centre, on a point

Ms. Hanson: In the interest of facilitating this
conversation, | stand on Standing Order 19(b). The member
opposite is speaking to matters other than the proposed
amendment to the motion, which has only two key matters. It
doesn’t speak to the whole construct, the history, or anything
else of the motion that was put forward by the Member for
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes.

| fail to see how this is speaking to the amendment as

proposed.

Speaker: The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,
on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  On the point of order on Standing

Order 19(b), | would say that this is a difference of opinion
between members. | see that my colleague is again just building
some context in order to properly debate this particular topic.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Just a few sentences before the point of order
was raised, the Government House Leader was talking about
the composition of the proposed select committee and how each
party would have their respective choices. That does relate to
the amendment as well.

I will continue to listen to the Government House Leader.
I would remind all members in the debate that we are governed
by Standing Order 35(b), which says: “When taking part in a
debate on an amendment to a motion: ... (b) a member, other
than the mover, shall confine debate to the subject of the
amendment.”

There is obviously some latitude provided by the Chair to
all members during amendment debate. But, like I said, I’1l
listen. I’m listening.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If it is
necessary for — certainly, | am well-aware of the rules
mentioned by the member opposite and carefully structured my
comments to respond to the amendment — the amendment
which asks for a person named in the motion to be removed —
and | am going to speak to why that person was intentionally
selected. | think that is exactly what the amendment is.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of
order.

Point of order

Mr. Cathers: It seems like the Government House
Leader is debating your ruling and attempting to intervene on
the point of order that was just made after the fact. | thought
that was not procedurally in order.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Certainly, no member should be debating with
the Chair, the Chair of Committee of the Whole, or the Deputy
Chair of Committee of the Whole on rulings. So, there is an
element of that — but the Government House Leader can
continue, because she appears to be on topic right now with
respect to the amendment.

Government House Leader, please.
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Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | was
simply directing my comments at you, as | am required to do
— and rightly so.

Research was done when contemplating this special
committee and how it should be structured. Research led us to
believe that this motion would be supported and that the special
committee could be perhaps even at work by now. Research
involved looking at former special committees or select
committees, as we on in this particular side of the Legislative
Assembly have not had — with the exception of the Premier —
any experience with that.

Since 2000, some seven committees of this nature have
been struck in this Legislative Assembly: one in 2007 on anti-
smoking, one in 2008 on human rights, one in 2009 on the
Legislative Renewal Act, another in 2009 on the Landlord and
Tenant Act, in 2009 on the Safe Operation and Use of Off-road
Vehicles —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: The Government House Leader has the floor,
Member for Whitehorse Centre.

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Ms. Hanson: Well, Mr. Speaker, | am just clarifying
that, in fact, those are not select committees; those were special
— this is a special committee, not a select committee. All of
what has been cited by the member are select committees, so
she is incorrectly attributing what kind of committee they were.

Member for Whitehorse Centre, on a point of

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Well, that is not open to the Member for
Whitehorse Centre. As we all know, during the course of the
four years of debate in the 34" Legislative Assembly, it is about
competing narratives, and when people have the floor to
provide their competing narratives, that is when they will do so.
It is not tenable for members to sit and provide their competing
narratives from their chairs. So, that’s not on.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: The Member for Whitehorse Centre will stop
her comments.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: The Member for Whitehorse Centre will cease
her comments for now. Thank you.

The Government House Leader, please.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Six out of
seven of those committees had a minister on the committee, so
the objection that the minister should not be now on this
committee rings hollow and certainly does not follow the
precedent or the practice that has been set by this Legislative
Assembly. The Member for Lake Laberge himself was on a
select committee when he was a minister; as well, the current
Leader of the Yukon Party conservatives was on a committee
when he was a minister.

I will speak in a moment about the then-Minister of Justice,
Ms. Marian Horne, when she was appointed to a committee
regarding future legislation of the Human Rights Act and the
Human Rights Commission.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
point of order.

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, | would call the minister on
Standing Order 19(c) — needless repetition. These arguments
are the same as the ones that were made in the e-mail written
by the Minister of Community Services that he tabled here this
morning. She appears to just be reading those notes back into
the record.

Speaker: The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,
on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  On Standing Order 19(c), | believe that
the interpretation of that particular point of order is repetition,
if anything, that would have happened here within the House
during this debate. | believe that the member opposite is
referring to a document that, again, has not been recited here in
the House. | believe that would be an incorrect point of order.

The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: The Leader of the Official Opposition does not
have a point of order at this time. | have learned from the former
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly that, even within debate on
motions, if certain representations have been made at second
reading, they can be made again in Committee of the Whole
and they can be made again at third reading.

So, the repetition rule does not apply. In any event, we
haven’t had this repetition that I can recall on the record in
Hansard with respect to this motion.

The Government House Leader, please.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 think that the point here is that, in
previous committees of this Legislative Assembly, in six out of
seven in the last 20 years, ministers were on that committee.
Parties were allowed to choose who they wanted to be on that
committee. | would like to draw a parallel with one particular
situation and focus on one such precedent, because it is almost
a direct parallel to the particular matter that is before us — to
the motion and to the amendment to the motion to remove the
Minister of Community Services.

Back in August of 2008, a select committee on human
rights was formed with three members — one from each party
— including the Minister of Justice. To be clear, the Minister
of Justice is responsible for the issues of human rights, and the
Human Rights Commission appointments and other work falls
under the authority of the Minister of Justice here in the
territory. On that motion, there were three speakers — one from
the then-governing party, one from the opposition, and, in fact,
the minister herself spoke to the motion. Government members
spoke for some 20 minutes. The Yukon Liberal member spoke
for some 20 minutes and the Yukon NDP did not speak on that
motion at all. After the three members spoke — some 40
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minutes of debate — the motion passed, with the responsible
minister as a member of the three-person committee. There
were no amendments, no one spoke against the motion, and
there was no recorded vote.

The Yukon Party member at the time — the Member for
Klondike — and the mover of the motion went on to say — and
I quote: “We want this legislation to reflect the values of all
parties...”

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a
point of order.
Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, | would have to call the

minister on Standing Order 19(b), because it doesn’t appear to
me that she’s speaking to the amendment at all at this point in
time.

Speaker: If the Leader of the Official Opposition is
referring specifically to the amendment, then as I’ve stated
before, we’re likely governed more by Standing Order 35(b), I
suppose, because that seems to be the Standing Order that is
specific to amendments. In any event, | take your point.

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on the point
of order.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Just on the point of order, Mr. Speaker
— on Standing Order19(b), I think that it’s a delicate situation.
Based on what has been past practice — at least, even in this
particular part of the Sitting, listening to debate by some
members — quite robust debate by certain individuals. It seems
that a lot of context is being built in those debates. | think that
it would be in contravention of how we’ve looked at things to
date — even since early October — if we were to believe that
this was veering away from the type of debates that we’ve had
since starting a couple of months ago.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: 1 think that the main issue is still the
Government House Leader’s contributions to this debate — as
to why the words “the Hon. Minister of Community Services”
should or ought to or ought not to be deleted. I’m listening, but
| think that this is still the subject matter of her contribution so
far.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: T’ll start again with a quote from the
then-Yukon Party member when debating that motion that I’ve
just described — and I quote: “We want this legislation to
reflect the values of all parties, and most of all, all Yukon
citizens.

“When this work is done, involving all stakeholders, we
will have a piece of legislation that all parties can support and
be proud of, and I look forward to the support of all members
for this motion.”

The then-minister went on to note that they would be
holding public hearings and that Yukoners would be given an
opportunity to speak on the very important issue that was before
them. As I’ve noted, that motion passed with very few
comments and little debate, and it was one in which the minister

directly responsible for that area of the law and that area of
legislation was on that committee.

It seemed like a good idea at the time. There were no —
certainly not that I'm aware of — difficulties with that process.

The Minister of Community Services — this amendment
suggests that this person be removed — the wording “be
removed” from this motion — and, in fact, be replaced with a
selection of the private members. Each of the parties of this
House has the opportunity in participating in this process,
Mr. Speaker, of choosing who they want to send to do this
work. I think that’s fair. I think that’s equitable. I don’t truly
understand the objection, other than perhaps some personal
situations — but I don’t think that’s an appropriate
conversation to have here. Each of the parties should be able to
choose who they wish to do this important work.

I can tell you that the Minister of Community Services is
not terribly keen on having been chosen with respect to this
motion coming forward. But what is incredibly important is that
Yukoners know why he was chosen. It is important that we
have a select committee that listens to Yukoners about what
they would like to see in our emergency legislation. The
minister brings expertise, experience, opportunities in
professional work — he comes with an open mind. He has an
extraordinary —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of order.

Mr. Cathers: It appears to me that, pursuant to Standing
Order 35(b), the minister is not confining debate to the subject
of the amendment. She is, however, quoting from the
instruction e-mail sent out from the Minister of Community
Services to the Liberal members.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: So, I’'m listening, and it seems like we’re still
on the topic of why — the Government House Leader, the
member who currently has the floor, is taking the position as to
whether clause 1 of the amendment to Motion No. 212 — the
Hon. Minister of Community Services, as | cannot name that
person in the House — whether those words or that person
ought to or ought not to be deleted. | believe that the member
is still within that subject matter.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: In case the members opposite didn’t
hear, | was extolling the virtues — exactly, that’s what I was
doing — of the Minister of Community Services and why he
has been chosen by our government to do this work on behalf
of Yukoners.

He has expertise. He has experience. He is a professional.
He comes with an open mind. He has an extraordinary work
ethic, and he is the one person, frankly, who knows more about
this process and the legislation than probably anyone in this
Legislative Assembly. Again, | go back to the opportunity for
each of the other parties to choose whoever they want to send
to do this work, and why they should want to choose who we
want to send to do this work is a strange situation for me.



2288

HANSARD

December 8, 2020

I mean, earlier, we heard the Member for Lake Laberge
indicating that Yukoners would want expertise and that they
would want the best possible result. He also indicated that he
was concerned that somehow this work would not be properly
done — that we were casting aspersions on them. | actually
think that it is exactly the opposite, Mr. Speaker. The Member
for Lake Laberge is indicating what they have concerns about
because, in fact, they are interested in picking the person who
we would be able to choose to do this work. I’'m not sure why
they would. They should pick their own person; the NDP
should pick their own person. The three people should come
together and do the work.

One of the criticisms, Mr. Speaker, of the Minister of
Community Services for being on this committee — | guess
there was also a criticism earlier that | forgot regarding electoral
reform — was that he had previously expressed an opinion on
some aspects of those issues. In this case — in this amendment
and in this motion — we have the Official Opposition, the
conservative Yukon Party, having tabled a bill to amend this
legislation.

As I’ve mentioned earlier, it is appropriate that they are
now saying that they want to hear from Yukoners, but that’s not
what they’ve done here. They’ve tabled a bill in this Legislative
Assembly to change the Civil Emergency Measures Act. They
are clearly proposing that the —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of order.

Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order 35(b), the
minister is taking a lot of latitude, and it’s also bizarre that she’s
portraying a bill that seeks public consultation as one that is
somehow excluding the public. But the minister is well off the
track of the amendment to the motion tabled by the Third Party.
She has had a lot of latitude this afternoon.

Speaker: The Government House Leader, on the point
of order.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | would say, of course, that it is not
a point of order. | certainly understand that the members
opposite disagree with what | am saying — and they are entitled
to do that, but | am also entitled to say it during my submissions
to you on an amendment to a motion that is on the floor of this
House.

Speaker: The Member for Whitehorse Centre, on the
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: | will try again with Standing Order 19(b).

The minister may be speaking to an amendment but not to the
amendment that is before us today. There were previous
amendments made by the Yukon Party. That is not the
amendment. The amendment that was put forward by me is not
what is being spoken to by the member opposite at the moment.

Speaker: 1 think we’re almost done here, but the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Just a quick question, Mr. Speaker, on
the process —
Speaker: On the point of order?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Yes, on the point of order — based on
the practice of the House, we have sat here over and over again,
and during that, what we have seen is a tremendous amount of
latitude. What we have seen from our colleagues is not being in
a situation — there — that will probably quiet things down.

What we have seen in the past is real latitude and a cordial
response from this side of the House on letting individuals
continue to go on and not having three, four, five, or six points
of orders.

I guess that, if the rules are changing, the rules will change.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Yes, | think that | have heard a fair bit of
debate on the submissions on the points of order from all
members, but my memory is fading now.

What | will say is that what | was hearing from the
Government House Leader was her commenting on some of the
comments made by the Member for Lake Laberge in his
comments on this amendment, and obviously there is some
latitude to respond. However, | will continue to listen. | would
certainly remind all members that the comments should be
confined to the subject matter of the proposed amendment, if at
all possible.

Government House Leader, please.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

With respect to the bill introduced by the Yukon Party to
amend the Civil Emergency Measures Act, | say again that this
is the first time we have heard today that they are interested in
hearing from Yukoners. Hopefully, they will agree to
participate in a committee struck for that purpose.

We clearly are intending to hear from Yukoners. The
member opposite had criticized that intention clearly during his
submissions on this amendment. We didn’t really see how that
was appropriate, but nonetheless, it is appropriate to engage
Yukoners in this process and to hear from them moving
forward. | have made the point clearly that the intention of the
motion — in fact, the stated words of the motion don’t have
anything to do with the report card. They don’t have anything
to do with looking back. They don’t have anything to do with
anything except engaging Yukoners on how we could get the
best possible law going forward. They will, of course, have
great opinions, ideas, and comments on that. This is the work
that needs to be done. That is how we are proposing to do this
work: a three-person committee. Each party gets to pick the
person that they choose to send and do this work and that group
of individuals will choose who will be their chair.

Our focus as a government, Mr. Speaker, and as a
Legislative Assembly should be how we can best support
Yukoners through this pandemic and focus on the health and
safety of Yukoners. | am submitting to us all that we move
forward together to listen to Yukoners through this committee,
that we hear what they think, and that we serve them well about
what we have learned and what we can do better in the future.

I certainly appreciate that there are other opinions. The
three parties should and could come together by individually
choosing who they want to do this work. The motion was clear.
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There was no intention to hide who it was we were choosing.
We clearly put thought and research and intention into this
motion and have brought it to the floor of this Legislative
Assembly. We truly hope that the other parties will support it.
We will not be supporting the amendment.

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question on the
proposed amendment to Motion No. 212?
Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker: Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Ms. McPhee: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Frost: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Disagree.

Mr. Adel: Disagree.

Mr. Hutton: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Disagree.

Mr. Gallina: Disagree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Mr. Kent: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Ms. White:  Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Paired: Hon. Ms. McLean and Ms. Van Bibber

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are seven yea, eight nay.
Speaker: The nays have it. | declare the amendment
defeated.

Amendment to Motion No. 212 negatived

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the main
motion?
Ms. White: Now, speaking to this sadly unamended

motion, a lot of the thoughts that | have are the same — mainly
that the Minister responsible for the CEMA legislation has put
himself down on the committee. We have concerns that this
will hold up the process, for a whole bunch of different reasons.

| think there are so many reasons why the Minister
responsible for Community Services would be an excellent
witness, including the fact that, for the last nine months, he has
been immersed in this legislation and because he is so close and
because he is so involved. We also know that we are still
currently in a pandemic. We have just extended the state of
emergency. This one goes until March; we might have to
extend it past that. Knowing that — this special committee that
is being proposed by government is scheduled to report at the
end of August 2021.

You know, having witnessed, for example, the Select
Committee Regarding the Risks and Benefits of Hydraulic

Fracturing, | can say that was a blistering schedule, watching
from the outside, and there was no way that it would have been
able to complete that work in that short a time, especially nine
months into what it is looking at, which is the state of
emergency.

I have concerns, because if an election was to happen
before the committee reports, then the committee would be
dissolved and the work done by the committee would be lost.
We have heard how important it is that the committee hear from
Yukoners about their concerns, their thoughts, and suggestions
— whether they were good or bad — or what worked and what
didn’t, and all that collection of information would be lost, and
that is of concern.

You know, we in the NDP caucus had said — when we
were talking about land use planning, when we were going
through the whole Peel debacle — how could you ask people
to participate freely? How could you ask people to participate
when they don’t believe in the land use planning process
anymore because of what happened there? Here is an example
of government getting ready to set up a committee that it is
going to be asking for people’s information and going out and
asking for input — and to know that this could be lost if an
election was called before is worrisome.

So, before we engage in a committee like this and put the
time and energy into this work — because we believe that it
needs both lots of time and energy — we need to know that the
government is serious and that they won’t throw out the work
of this committee just because they have the ability to call an
election. Because again, we know that, in our current system,
the ruling party has the ability to call an election.

So, I have one question for the minister — or any minister
for that matter, if anyone else chooses to get up to speak — and
I’m looking for a direct answer, because one thing that we’ve
come to understand during this pandemic is that people need
certainty. They are looking for certainty. They’re looking for
the ability to plan.

So, if we go forward with this motion and this committee
is struck, does that mean that this government is committing not
to call an election until this committee has completed its work
in August 2021?

Mr. Hassard:
to this motion.

Mr. Speaker, we’ve made our position on this motion
abundantly clear. From the outset, we’ve indicated that the
process that the Liberals are proposing is certainly flawed. In
fact, we believe that it’s nothing more than a sham being rigged
by the Premier and the Liberal Cabinet.

We all agree that CEMA needs to be amended. We’ve
proposed numerous areas where we want to see a legislative
change. But inserting the minister who is responsible for
implementing the CEMA into a committee designed to review
how CEMA has worked clearly, Mr. Speaker, puts the minister
in a conflict.

Now, we recognize that the Minister of Community
Services will have some significant input into this process. As
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King has just said, it would be

I rise briefly today to share my objection
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very important to have the Minister of Community Services
testify before the committee — and probably even be the first
and number one witness. But to have him as one of the three
members of the committee — it really makes this process
flawed.

Our position in this respect was really only confirmed
when we received the internal e-mails this morning from the
minister showing that the whole thing was being orchestrated
by him — the Minister of Community Services. He is
manipulating the process, the debate, and ultimately the
outcome of all of this from beginning to end, Mr. Speaker.

Now, it’s quite clear that the minister’s and this
government’s intentions are not in good faith. The minister
wants to be on this committee. Even though the Minister of
Justice insists that he doesn’t, it is pretty clear that he does. He
has written the speeches and he has done the research to give to
his colleagues so that they have the material that they need to
support his position. He even says that he is going to slip them
quotes and speeches to reference. It is pretty clear that this
minister has everything nicely and neatly lined up. They know
that they have a majority. They know that they can force this
motion through, as they have in the past.

But one thing that was surprising about the e-mails that we
received this morning was who was and wasn’t included on the
e-mails. It is pretty clear whose input the minister wanted and
whose he did not and who was actually in the loop about the
plans and who was not. Over the past few months in the
Legislature and throughout the summer, we have come forward
with numerous proposals for multi-party work related to this
pandemic. We have even proposed a select committee of our
own. We have proposed motions. We have put forward friendly
amendments to Liberal motions. We even proposed motions
that specifically state our support for the Liberal government’s
position.

It was just last week that we offered a motion that would
strengthen the Liberals’ position regarding the per capita
allocation of vaccines for COVID-19. Each and every time that
the opposition or the Third Party have proposed anything at all,
the Liberal government has used its majority to shoot it down.
I wasn’t entirely surprised that the Liberal government used
their majority to vote down the amendment that we just voted
on — the proposed amendment that was proposed by the Third
Party. It certainly fits with the government’s perfect record of
voting against every single motion, amendment, or proposal
that either of the opposition parties has proposed. It certainly
fits with the government’s perfect record of voting against
every single motion, amendment, or proposal that either of the
opposition parties has proposed since the spring. We know that
they are going to use their majority again today. | would be very
surprised if they don’t ram this through, just as they continue to
show the way they have done things.

But, Mr. Speaker, that is unless one of their non-
government members stands up and refuses to continue to be
part of this flawed process and biased process.

I will remind all members that it is the job of non-
government MLAs, whether they are on this side of the House
or that side of the House, to hold the government to account.

That is what we were all elected by our constituents and
communities to do. That is how our system is supposed to work.
The executive branch is accountable to the legislative branch.

So, do members of this House really think that the way to
objectively and impartially review how the Civil Emergency
Measures Act is working is to have the minister whose job has
been to implement the Civil Emergency Measures Act sit on the
committee? It is simply impossible for an objective, non-biased
review from this minister — especially while the state of
emergency is still ongoing and that same minister is still
currently exercising powers under this exact act.

Do members of this House think that the minister can look
back at his actions over the past nine months and be critical and
objective about them? Is it in the best interests of Yukoners and
Yukon communities for the minister to be thrown into such a
conflicted position? Is it in the best interests of Yukoners and
Yukon communities to have the minister diverting his attention
to be on this committee when he should be focused on the
emergency and protecting our communities?

We know that he is just working with what he has got and
that he will have useful input, but that input — as | have said
before and as the Member for Takhini-Kopper King has said —
should come as a witness to the committee, not as a voting
member.

Mr. Speaker, I think it’s quite clear that we will be voting
against this motion and the flawed process that it represents.
The evidence to date suggests that, in its current design, it’s
nothing more than a sham and the results are being
orchestrated.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | will ask all members to
remember one thing when they are voting, and that is to do the
right thing for Yukoners and Yukon communities.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | have some brief comments, but
based on some of the discussion that has happened here today,
I think it’s important to note that what is now being described
as a “flawed process” by the Yukon Party opposition is the
process that they used six out of seven times in the last 20 years
or so. They used a few of those six out of seven — they weren’t
always in government.

The precedent of this Legislative Assembly, as | said, was
researched in determining how to best set up this process. We
indicated that the research brought forward that kind of
information, certainly, by way of knowing that this had been
done on many occasions before — many of the members sitting
opposite were, in fact, ministers who headed up committees
like this.

On the questions about the integrity of the Minister of
Community Services and his abilities to do this work, | feel
extremely strongly that he is the one person who can bring an
objective eye to this role because he has the expertise. He has
also been accused of being in a conflict of interest. That is not
the case, Mr. Speaker. There is no conflict of interest here.
There is no personal gain. He is doing the work on behalf of
Yukoners that he has had to do every day and night, seven days
a week, since March and will continue to do on their behalf.

Yukoners will want to have —
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Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) Second of all, what | hear is that a select committee — or
Speaker: The Government House Leader has the floor. a way to listen to Yukoners — is important — a special
Hon. Ms. McPhee: Yukoners will want to have committee. Pardon me, Mr. Speaker.

expertise, Mr. Speaker, to get the best possible result. The
vehement opposition to this particular person — that the
opposition party should be able to choose who we would send
to do this work — but the structure of the committee is that each
party would choose who they wish to send. All are entitled to
do so in a free and democratic society. Individuals are, of
course, open to having their own opinions. There have been
some opinions cast about from a —
Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of
order.
Mr. Cathers: This appears to be needless repetition by

the minister. We’ve heard this speech from her before when she
was speaking to the amendment and straying to cover topics
that really were not related to the amendment.

Speaker: The Government House Leader, on the point
of order.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I'm assuming that the member
opposite wasn’t listening. I hadn’t spoken before about conflict
of interest, about opinions, about the things that | had been
speaking about. Nonetheless, I am now speaking to the main
motion. | am almost finished with my remarks, but clearly they
are not being welcomed.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: There has been an element of repetition, but |
think that, speaking on the main motion, there is certainly some
latitude. The main motion contains a lot more subject material
than the amendment, so the Government House Leader can
continue and I’ll certainly continue to listen closely.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Lastly, I’'m concerned with the
criticism from the Yukon Party that we somehow don’t want to
work with the other parties — actually, maybe it is from both
parties. Clearly, in my view, it’s the Yukon Party that doesn’t
want to work with us. There are some real questions about why
they would object so vehemently to the Minister of Community
Services being on this committee. | have heard their
submissions and their debate. We will no doubt agree to
disagree. In my submission to this Legislative Assembly, I ask
that we strike the committee, that we get to work on behalf of
Yukoners, and that we listen to them so that we ultimately have
a strong piece of legislation that will take us into the future.

Speaker: Is there further debate on Motion No. 212?
If the member now speaks, he will close debate.
Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, I want to start by
acknowledging some things that | think are positive out of this
process. What | understand from all parties is that everyone
here believes that there are ways to improve this act.

I want to say just a few things, and | recognize that
members of the opposition have expressed concern that my
party has asked me to be the person to come forward. | was the
one who suggested that we go for a select committee, and |
brought forward the motion; thus, my name is there. I will just
read, for a moment, from my e-mail that | sent this morning to
the Chief of Staff for the Yukon Party. I didn’t mean to, but I
did, and after I did that, I thought, “Well, okay, let me share it
with the Chief of Staff of the NDP as well.” Then I suggested
to our team that we send it out to the media so that everyone
can see it.

I will now quote from it: “The other thing I ask that you
emphasize is about me on the committee.” Sorry, Mr. Speaker
— just for context — this is me writing to the Minister of
Justice, who I knew would be speaking to the amendment. “The
other thing | ask that you emphasize is about me on the
committee. Explain that when the amendment(s) came forward,
I expressed that | would be happy to step down, that the more
important thing is that we have a select committee to listen to
Yukoners about what they would like to see for our emergency
legislation.”

So, that is what the members opposite are talking about as
me “orchestrating things”. What | was doing was what | believe
is my job — is to go off and research the motion, to research
Hansard to look at what has happened here in past legislatures.
I have not viewed this as a review of what has been happening.
I think that is a critical thing to happen — a review of that. |
think that something like Public Accounts is a great way to do
that. | think that there are many ways that | think that it is
important to hear from Yukoners about their concerns about
how we have navigated through this pandemic.

Trust me, Mr. Speaker, | think that it is fair to say that there
will be things that could have done better. I can’t imagine
anyone navigating through something this new and challenging
without making some missteps. One of mine — again, |
sincerely apologize for it — was to send an e-mail with that
research work to the Liberal MLASs and miss that | was sending
it to you. That was not — pardon me, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: You’re addressing the Chair. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Pardon me. Mr. Speaker, | sent
that to you. That was a mistake, and | apologize to you and to
all members of the Legislature for that.

I also was attempting to send something to my colleague,
the Member for Copperbelt North, whose first name happens to
be the same first name as the chief of staff for the Yukon Party.
I sent it in the wrong direction. All right. I don’t believe that
there is anything in there that is incorrect. 1 went off and
researched how committees have been struck here in the past. |
looked to try to see those instances. But was | trying to make
this about me? No. Again, | encourage everyone to read it. | am
not worried that | was doing that work. | think that work is only
appropriate. In fact, | hope everyone does it.

What | do think is important here is that we find a way to
look at this act. I think that all members of the Legislature have
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good ideas. So, my suggestion was that we put together a
special committee and that we make it two opposition members
and one from the government side to show or provide that
opportunity so that it is not purely the government side and that
we could think about this from a longer perspective — over
time, what would serve Yukoners best? | have pointed out in
this House that there are other things that | think are missing. It
isn’t just about whether there is the opportunity for all MLAs
to vote on the extension of this state of emergency. | think that
there are many other things that are worthy of improving upon
with this piece of legislation. During Committee of the Whole,
I made comments here about that.

The Leader of the Third Party asked a question — she
raised a valid concern. We don’t know when the next election
is. I’ve heard the Premier say that, right now, the focus is on
this pandemic — okay. So, I don’t know when that election is,
but I think that is a valid point. I think the way to do it is, once
the committee does come together — and 1 still hope ardently
that the Official Opposition will be an active participant on that
committee — that what happens is we talk about how to make
sure that we can get interim findings or something tabled so that
nothing is lost.

So, Mr. Speaker —

Some Hon. Member:

Speaker:
the floor.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Thank you. So, | think there are
many ways in which we can make sure that the information is
not lost and | think that it will be a valuable process regardless.

What I’ve heard from the members opposite is that they
want to see some changes to this act, that they want to
contribute, that they want to help serve Yukoners, and that they
want to bring forward their ideas. Even though they disagree
with my participation on this particular committee, their
concern seems to be that I’m the minister responsible.

In history, we see that this was never a concern previously.
Okay. We keep saying, “Let’s do this. Let’s look at the act.
Let’s find other ways to do a review.” So, I don’t know which
way the parties will vote today. | will note for all members of
the Legislature — in fact, | will table — again, I’ve been
looking at how many times we vote in this Legislature and |
have counted up — not counting yesterday, but to date, we have
223 votes in this Legislature. Of those 223 votes, 117 —
52 percent — have been unanimous. | will note that one quarter
of the time —

Some Hon. Member:

(Inaudible)
Yes, the Minister of Community Services has

(Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Mr. Cathers: The minister seems to be talking to
something other than the question under discussion. Also, his
time would be much better spent managing the pandemic than
counting votes or the number of words in Hansard.

Speaker: Government House Leader, on the point of
order.

The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The Leader of the Official
Opposition opened this door when he spoke about how certain
votes were always challenged by the government. He opened
the door when he spoke about the way in which parties have
voted. | think that it is appropriate that the member speaking is
able to respond in that way.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: During the course of the debate of Motion
No. 212, there certainly have been contributions by members
about the narrative that there has been a lack of cooperation by
the government side or a lack of support. I have certainly heard
that both today and when we started with this in early October.

So, yes, there certainly is some latitude and some ability
for the Minister of Community Services to provide his narrative
on that topic.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: As | was saying, so far, | have
recorded 223 recorded votes in this Legislature. Of those
recorded votes, 117 of them have been unanimous; 55 of them
— roughly one-quarter — have been the government voting on
its own; 44 — roughly one-fifth — have been the Yukon Party
voting on its own — not that different. | will happily go back
and find —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a
point of order.
Mr. Hassard: | would call a point of order on Standing

Order 19(e) on the minister — “reflects upon any vote of the
Assembly unless it is that member’s intention to move that it be
rescinded”.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: | will return to the House with more fulsome
and complete reasons, if needed. Certainly, with respect to the
House, for the member, it is certainly open to the members to
reflect that certain votes took place.

Like I said, I will review Hansard. | will speak to the
Clerks-at-the-Table on this topic, but the fact that votes took
place is not, in my view, running afoul of Standing Order 19(e).
The reflection is looking at it from a substantive or qualitative
— such as “I have an opinion that the House ought not to have
taken that approach on that vote.” That is offside of Standing
Order 19(e).

Like I said, I will likely come back and provide a more
detailed statement on that topic, but the very fact that certain
votes have occurred, in my view on the fly, does not run afoul
of Standing Order 19(e).

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Finally, with respect to the history
of support — or lack of support — | will go back and find
amendments that have been brought forward by the members
opposite that we have supported. | do all of this — | measure
these things. | have said that previously. The members opposite
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seem to be concerned that | am looking back through Hansard
and looking at things. It just makes me want to do it more.

I am happy to table all of that. If the members find some
time that |1 am shirking my duties as a minister — or on this
select committee or in any other role — please, by all means,
feel free to bring that criticism to me. | am happy to receive it.
| feel that there is a process here in this Legislature and outside
of this Legislature where members opposite provide criticism
that helps improve the work overall. | think that this is the point.
| hope that | have been open to that criticism. | actually have
had some of that conversation with my wife — about whether
or not I am open to criticism and whether 1 am serving
Yukoners well in that regard. Maybe | can be criticized about
how I’m receiving criticism — fair enough.

The most important thing that | started off with — out of
my own remarks, which | emailed all over the place this
morning — is that on December 8 —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The one that I'm referring to,
Mr. Speaker, is the e-mail from this morning —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: We are not having a conversation here.

Standing Order 17 — as we know, every contribution that
a member makes is through the Chair.

| am listening to the Minister of Community Services. He
is closing debate on Motion No. 212. We are not having a
conversation between the members.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, | will redouble my
efforts to focus solely on the conversation that | am having with
you and the remarks that I am making to you.

This morning | sent an e-mail around in all sorts of
directions. In that e-mail, | emphasized that the most important
thing is that we get an opportunity to strike a committee that
will listen to Yukoners. That is the most important thing.

| appreciate that members opposite have expressed concern
about my involvement on that committee. However, what |
hope that we do is get to the committee so that we can hear from
Yukoners, because that is the most important thing.

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker: Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Agree.

Mr. Adel:  Agree.

Mr. Hutton: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree.
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Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree.
Mr. Gallina:  Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Disagree.
Mr. Kent: Disagree.
Mr. Cathers: Disagree.
Mr. Istchenko: Disagree.
Ms. McLeod: Disagree.
Ms. White: Disagree.
Ms. Hanson: Disagree.

Paired: Hon. Ms. McLean and Ms. Van Bibber

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are eight yea, seven nay.
Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried.
Motion No. 212 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that
the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Hutton):  Order, please.

The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 55, Department Highways and Public Works,
in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.

Bill No. 205 — Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public
Works, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Mr. Mostyn has 15 minutes and 36 seconds.

Department of Highways and Public Works —
continued

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I won’t take that long. | want to
thank my officials for once again showing up to support me as
I answer questions on this supplementary budget. Again, we
have a total of about $30 million worth of items on our books
for this discussion — roughly just a little over $20 million for
capital, which is a decrease; and we have about $11.5 million
in O&M spending. | am more than happy to talk about those
numbers which are the subject of this debate this afternoon.
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I am also — in the spirit of openness, transparency, and
democracy — willing to answer questions on any other matters
that the members opposite may wish to ask.

I know that yesterday, my good friend, the Member for
Whitehorse Centre, had expressed that she had more questions,
and so | did ask that | have my officials come back today to
answer the questions that she had remaining. So, | am more
than happy to open the floor to those questions.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the officials for being here today
with the minister. When we left off, the minister was being very
happy about the question | had asked him with respect to
brushing. I just want to get three points of clarification from the
minister with respect to that. So, the minister had said that the
government now uses five categories for brushing, so | would
appreciate it if he could elaborate on what those five categories
are and how they accommodate the differences in, say,
communities that are adjacent to the various highways or
roadways in the territory.

So, for example, the accommodation that is made for a
community like the residential neighbourhoods along Fox Lake
— where we and you, Mr. Chair, and | have for many, many
years seen the transformation of the north Klondike Highway
— it’s not configured as it was 40 years ago. People’s
residences have been built up over those many years and may
or may not — maybe even inadvertently — be closer to the
right-of-way than they thought they were. What does that do to
affect the quality of life and also the tourism values of places
like that? | raise that in the context of trying to understand
whether or not these standards are intended to be standard or if
they accommodate — as we’ve seen across Canada with the
Trans-Canada Highway and others — the changes to roadways
— with the Trans-Canada, again — if you, as | have as a child,
have driven across this country in the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s,
2000s, 2010s, and 2020s, you have seen the changes and some
of the ways the road has morphed, but the accommodation has
been made over time for communities and nearby residences so
that their quality of life is not affected.

I am interested in that — and related to that brushing, the
total budget of the 2019-20 — the total expended — and then
the 2020-21 budget and expenditures to date for brushing.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  First, | would like to correct the
Member for Whitehorse Centre. As | said yesterday, they are
not five categories of brushing; they are five categories of
highways. Those five categories of highways are determined by
socio-economic factors, traffic volumes, tourism impacts, and
economic impacts. All those criteria went into the designations
of our highways. There are now five classifications of highways
in the territory, and each one of those have levels of service that
we will assign to those highways. So, they’re not brushing
categories.

The five categories of highways will — some of the things
that we will look at, as far as maintaining, will be lines — how
often we paint the lines on the road. We will look at safety
features — i.e. barriers that we put along certain categories of
highways and which categories of highway get those safety
features implemented first. Brushing is another criterion that
we will work into which category of highway gets brushed

more often — and wider or less wide. Also, lane delineation —
things such as reflectors — which category of highway will get
reflectors and where they’ll get them.

As | said in my opening, the current issues that we have in
the supplementary budget are about $11.5 million in O&M
spending and about $20 million in capital spending that we’re
discussing today. | will endeavour to get the member opposite
the numbers for the brushing contract for 2019-20 and 2020-21.

The last question that the Member for Whitehorse Centre
was asking this afternoon had to do with the accommodations
that we’re going to make for communities. So, when we were
brushing along certain communities — in Crag Lake recently
and other places — we actually — | know that my colleague,
the MLA for the area, and | went out to Crag Lake and met with
residents. | actually had a measuring tape that we used — the
two of us — and bushwhacked through the highway right-of-
way to actually delineate the amount of space between the
highway centre line, the side of the highway, and the
residences. We then went back to the department and spoke to
them, and in the end, the engineers went out and took a look at
the roads and started to change or at least reduce, in some cases,
the recommended brushing width from 20 metres to 15 metres
from the centre line.

Where the posted speed limit is above 50 kilometres an
hour, the minimum brushing zone requirement remains at 7.5
metres from the shoulder and brushing should remain at 10
metres.

So, we are looking at traffic safety. We are also looking at
the condition of the road, the slope of the road, the slope of the
road away from the shoulder — and the slope up from the
shoulder will also inform the decisions that our engineers make.
We have actually started to look at how we have dealt with
some of these areas. That has become part of the common
approach that we’re having, and we will apply the same
principles — as I have spoken to the departmental officials. The
accommodations that we have made in places such as Tagish
will now become the norm as we move up the highway and run
into other areas where people’s homes, businesses, and cottages
are affected.

I have rough numbers, Mr. Chair. Since 2019, $6.5 million
has been allocated to the program. We have brushed more than
750 kilometres along Yukon highways, 5.5 kilometres of new
barriers have been installed, and approximately 2,000
kilometres of highway lines have been painted. We are moving
toward a total of 5,000 kilometres as the goal, and we are well
on our way to accomplishing that goal.

Ms. Hanson: | surely hope that the residents in other
areas of the Yukon don’t have to rely upon having to prevail
upon ministers — or sitting Cabinet ministers who serve as the
MLAs for the region — to have to come out and tape measure
to prove that it is important that their private properties and
their businesses be protected.

I have a couple of questions with respect to the HPW role,
as the government owner of properties and leaser of properties.
The minister — in responding to the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin, I believe, in commenting about Macaulay Lodge —
said that it was not fit for renovation.
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My question is: What are the current O&M costs of
maintaining that building, as it has been, for the last number of
years, vacant with lights on?

The second part of the Macaulay Lodge question is: Did
Highways and Public Works — or did the Department of
Justice consult with Highways and Public Works with a view
to using it as an alternative to the ARC? The Minister of
Highways and Public Works will recall that, as a result of the
widening of the highway and other reasons, the Salvation Army
withdrew from providing that service to the Yukon, and
alternatives needed to be found. One of the questions that I have
is: What whole-of-government conversations occurred to look
at the possibility — at least on a temporary basis — of using
that currently lit — and apparently heated, because it doesn’t
look like there are pipes freezing or running out — facility for
the transition services for people? They are men, in this case.
One of the criteria that Justice had told was that they wanted to
be on a bus route and close to community services, so a
normalized lifestyle. Those are two aspects of the question with
respect to Macaulay Lodge.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: As | told the Leader of the Official
Opposition during Question Period, | believe, we completed a
building condition assessment and feasibility study report on
Macaulay Lodge in May 2020. That report considered
renovating and repurposing Macaulay Lodge as housing or
office mixed-use space. That report indicates that repurposing
Macaulay Lodge to housing or office mixed-use space is not
financially viable. As a result, we did not consider Macaulay
Lodge as a site for the ARC.

If we’re going to house people from the justice community
in a new place, we’re not going to do it in a building that is in
that state. Fixing it up — the cost estimate to renovate the
facility into housing is approximately $15 million, which
includes $1 million worth of hazardous material remediation.
Of course, once you start doing a renovation in a building such
as that and start to encounter these hazardous materials, it could
become even worse. So, no, we did not consider putting the
ARC in that building.

I can tell the member opposite — because my colleague,
the Minister of Community Services, and I, on another one of
our outings, did actually tour Macaulay Lodge, checking it out
for potential use during the Arctic Winter Games. | can report
that the interior of the building is really in very, very poor
shape. I’'m going by memory, but | believe that one of the
shower facilities in there was not even operational. There is a
lot of work that needs to be done to that building. It really is not
in very good shape, and Highways and Public Works came to
that conclusion as well after a full review of the study.

Now, the member opposite has asked me for the O&M
costs for that building. I’'m going to get that information. It’s
not part of the supplementary budget, but | will endeavour to
get the member opposite an answer to that question. | had hoped
it would come in while I was speaking, but it has not yet. When
| get that answer, | will certainly relay it to the member
opposite.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate the undertaking by the
minister to relay that information.

On a related matter, can the minister provide an update on
the status of the former women’s correctional facility located
adjacent to the Whitehorse Correctional Centre that was
designed to have bedrooms rather than cells and that has been
sitting vacant? It was used by Teegatha’Oh Zheh for housing
disabled adults. Can the Minister of Highways and Public
Works please tell us what the current status of that building is?
Similarly, what is the cost of keeping it empty?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: My officials have informed me that
the status of Takhini Haven is still an ongoing discussion
between Health and Social Services and Justice. | can tell the
member opposite that the facility is part of the upgrade we are
running as the new wood boiler expansion at the jail and part
of the district heating system we are putting in place there.
Takhini Haven will be benefitting from that upgrade that was
funded in part by us and the federal government.

As far as the final use of that building, I believe that those
discussions are ongoing between Health and Social Services
and Justice.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that. | am assuming
by the minister’s response that, in fact, there has been an
inspection and that he can dispel the rumours on the street that
the building has been condemned. That would be very helpful
to have clarified.

Can the minister provide us with an update on the status of
the amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act? It has been well
over a year. We recall that there were over 300 issues identified
with respect to the Motor Vehicles Act. We have heard many,
many times from this minister about the imperative of getting
this new act to improve public safety and make laws easier to
enforce. It needs to be updated, so we have been waiting to hear
when that would be happening. That is probably the second last
question that I have.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite for the
question this afternoon about the Motor Vehicles Act rewrite.
As members in this House are well aware, the Motor Vehicles
Act has not been significantly updated since it was first
implemented in 1977.

Rewriting this piece of legislation is necessary to improve
safety for all road users on Yukon highways. This new
legislation will allow us to address long-standing issues with
the existing act. It is a large and complex piece of legislation. It
touches on a wide range of issues important to Yukoners. | have
no doubt that all members of this House have heard many,
many complaints about traffic in the territory.

| believe that rewriting this piece of legislation is a
foundational piece that will address many, many of the
concerns we hear about on an if not daily, then weekly basis.
We hear about noise of vehicles, the speeding, the intoxicated
people driving impaired, and distracted driving. Of course,
there are concerns and issues — and not concerns so much as
— well, speeding — | mean, all of these things can be
addressed with a new piece of legislation.

We’ve spoken and I think we agree that this work is vital
for the territory. | know the police officers who | have spoken
to — from Beaver Creek to Watson Lake and points in between
— are very, very glad that we are actually taking on this task
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because they say that enforcing the existing act is a nightmare.
| know that judges have said the same thing.

It’s an important piece of work. The work to rewrite the act
is underway — well underway. Public engagements have taken
place in 2019, with more than 2,800 responses provided by the
public. I have just recently issued a letter to First Nation leaders
and leaders of municipalities asking for more feedback. We’re
committed to working with our stakeholders — including
municipalities and First Nation governments — to update this
important legislation and make our roads safer.

In the letter that we have just sent out to First Nation
leaders and communities, we have indicated that we are
working very hard to fuse both the introduction of the
legislation and the regulations together.

I know that is an issue that the member opposite — even
as late as last week — was talking about — that we should
endeavour to get the legislation and regulations together. Our
Justice minister and | agree that this is something that — we
have seen the lag between the ATIPP act passing and the
regulations coming into play. We really want to bring those two
things together. It is an issue that the member opposite has
raised. | fully agree with her that it is frustrating to have these
really progressive, solid pieces of legislation be passed by this
House and then have a lag with the implementation. We are
going to bring the Motor Vehicles Act and the regulations
together, and we hope to have all of that work done — I believe
the deadline | said in the letter was 2023.

Ms. Hanson: | am not sure — that is quite an
underwhelming response — a five-year process to get
amendments to legislation — ““a vital piece of legislation”, as I
just heard the minister say — that is pretty sad. | fully anticipate
— T’'m reacting because I anticipated that the minister was
going to tell us that this legislation would be brought forward
in the spring, so | guess I’m disappointed.

On a happier note, Mr. Chair — we raised many, many
times concerns about the safety in Hillcrest — my old stomping
grounds — for the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists crossing.
We heard that it wasn’t possible to make it safer because there
wasn’t anybody to fix the lights there. They are all wrapped in
dark plastic. Now, according to the Hillcrest community page,
the comment — a bit cheeky — but it was that they guessed
they didn’t need Outside electricians after all, because now we
have at least flashing lights, so motorists should be aware that
there may be stoplights soon.

Can the minister inform this House as to when that next
step will happen — when it goes from flashing to actually
operating?

Part of the issue that we keep raising is really around
pedestrian and bicyclist safety. We know that we have an active
transportation network that has been slowly built up in this
community which encourages people to walk and to bicycle to
work for fun and to get around the city. In some places —
actually, it’s the municipal government that has done this, but
hopefully the territorial government can do it — but there are
means to facilitate or assist bicyclists to cross without having
to dismount, go through the snow, climb over the snow, and get
to the button to push it. Apparently, at Robert Service Way,

there is a simple modification to the crossing that allows the
bicyclist to not have to do all of that.

Has that been considered for the Hillcrest crossing for the
Alaska Highway — something that is similar to what is
available, in use, and appreciated by the cycling community at
Robert Service Way?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Firstof all, | would like to correct the
Member for Whitehorse Centre again, because she said in her
response to the Motor Vehicles Act — a long time to amend the
act. It’s not an amendment. I want to make sure that the record
is clear. It’s not an amendment to the existing act. It’s actually
a full rewrite of the legislation. It’s not an amendment. It is a
full rewrite of the Motor Vehicles Act, and it takes time.

We could actually present the legislation sooner, but we
feel that, to the member opposite’s point, fusing something as
complicated as the Motor Vehicles Act with the regulations that
play such an integral role in the enforcement and giving life to
the legislation — that we bring them forward together. It
usually takes about two years to draft the regulations on such a
complicated bill.

I will note for the member opposite that — | believe it was
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick — one of the Maritime
provinces just recently rewrote its Motor Vehicles Act and took
10 years to rewrite that piece of legislation.

Our piece of legislation could be done a lot sooner, but |
think that taking the time and care to actually bring the
regulations and that piece of legislation together is well worth
the wait.

I share the Member for Whitehorse Centre’s frustration
and disappointment that it’s taking this long, but having worked
with Justice, Highways and Public Works, and the drafters, |
am confident that they are working as fast as they can to bring
this forward. | have the utmost confidence in that team to
deliver this work. If they say that it’s taking until 2023 to bring
the regulations and the legislation together, then | am confident
that this is how long it will take. | have no doubt that they are
working as hard and as fast as they can to deliver this piece of
legislation because it is so important.

I will also note for the record that it was the Member for
Whitehorse Centre who referred to the community of Hillcrest
as “cheeky” — read the post from the residents of Hillcrest as
“cheeky”. Yes, the light is flashing. It is flashing because we
want to make sure that the lights are powered up and working
before we actually bring the programmer up from down south,
as required to bring it from a flashing light with no
programming behind it to an actual working light on our
highway.

That individual — as | said in the House in Question Period
a few days ago, the Department of Highways and Public Works
is working with the company to bring their technician up to
program those lights. They have been talking with that
company and the individual. They have come up with a plan to
ensure that the individual can come up and work safely in our
community, while meeting the self-isolation rules. That
individual, as I understand it, is scheduled to fly up here tonight.
I am hopeful that the programming of this light will be done by
the end of the week. It is late, yes, but the bubble burst,
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Mr. Chair, as we all know, and that forced some changes in
plans and some trepidation with the company down south.

We have worked with that company and we have alleviated
the concerns. | believe that the individual is scheduled to arrive
here tonight, so I’'m very happy to have that news for the House
this afternoon. | fully expect that, if he does get on the plane
and he does get here, then we should have that light functioning
hopefully this week. So, there’s that.

As for the cycling, as a cyclist who uses that stretch of road
and who does cross at Hillcrest to come into work, when | have
been cycling — and admittedly, the last month, it has been so
busy that I haven’t been able to get on my bike, and I have a
flat currently, so that is inhibiting my biking to work. But when
| fix the flat and when | get back on my bicycle — if we
continue to have these nice snowy conditions and don’t get a
melt — and | hope to do that fairly soon — | will be crossing
at Hillcrest as well, and | will certainly take a look at how it is
to cross that highway.

Personally, my officials don’t have the specifics about the
Robert Service Way crossing, but | will endeavour to get that
answer to the member opposite.

Ms. Hanson: | did say that it was one last one, but there
is another one. Well, you know, time gives a different
perspective, so if the minister, the Member for Whitehorse
West, is lucky, in 2023, he will be sitting on this side of the
House asking questions of the minister with respect to the new
Motor Vehicles Act. Perspective is everything, actually.

One of the things that I just wanted to ask the minister to
follow up on — we have had a number of conversations with
respect to — according to Transport Canada and Nav Canada
— the imminent cuts that are being proposed across seven
airports, including Whitehorse. Today the Premier spoke about
the great opportunity that is available to Yukon government and
Yukon First Nation leadership because of the Yukon Days
meetings, where | understand that federal Cabinet ministers,
territorial Cabinet ministers, and First Nation leadership
partake in meetings — as the Premier outlined this afternoon.
That relates to a letter that the minister got today — along with
federal ministers, as well as the Premier and the Yukon Senator,
who | mentioned last week had raised this issue in the Senate
transportation committee. It seems to me that this would be a
matter that the proposed Nav Canada cuts at the Erik Nielsen
Whitehorse International Airport, as the heading of this letter
— given that this is a unified voice speaking to our federal
government with Yukon Cabinet ministers and Yukon First
Nation leaders meeting with their federal counterparts — the
Tourism Industry Association of Yukon asked today that those
cuts not occur.

They state that, with more than 400 tourism businesses —
and | would note that includes Yukon First Nation tourism
businesses — and 4,000 tourism employees in the Yukon, at
five percent of our GDP, Yukon is the second highest in the
country — and talks about the aviation sector as an essential
element in the Yukon’s economy.

Can the minister confirm whether or not Yukon Days
meetings have — whether he, in that forum, has raised with the
Transport minister, the Hon. Marc Garneau, this issue? As we

know, it’s not up to Nav Canada. Nav Canada has been seeking
for the federal government to assist this private sector entity.
We heard last week, from the transportation committee of the
Senate, that the Transport department officials at that Senate
committee told our Yukon senator that the $116-million request
was not on.

Was this raised, or is it going to be raised? It’s only
Tuesday, so Yukon Days, | would gather — the minister can
clarify this — will go on throughout the week. What advocacy
has been used at this unique opportunity — a joint voice
coming from Yukon First Nation leadership and the Yukon
government — to raise the concerns that have been raised
across the sectors, across this community, and across the
territory about any proposed cuts that would impact the safety
and integrity of our Whitehorse airport?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Once again, | am going to take a
moment to correct the member opposite for Whitehorse Centre.
The Member for Whitehorse Centre keeps talking about cuts.
So far, | have not even heard officially from Nav Canada that
they are going to cut anything. They are currently doing a
review. The review is going to take a number of months — a
long time, relatively speaking — several months. They are
going to be talking to various jurisdictions across the country.
Nav Canada itself is an autonomous business run to provide
services to the aviation sector. It is independent of Ottawa, and
it is undertaking this review itself as many aviation businesses
across Canada during the pandemic have suffered grievous
financial losses.

The cuts the member opposite is talking about are still
hypothetical. They’re doing a review. There are reaching out to
the communities across Canada — there are several — and we
are one of them. We will see what they have to say about that
review.

I have been endeavouring to reach out to Nav Canada and
the president, whom | have spoken to and will continue to speak
to. I’ve heard just this week that they are trying as well to
arrange a meeting with me. When | speak with Nav Canada
officials, I will certainly make my concerns with any reduction
in services to Whitehorse International Airport known.

| appreciated the letter from the Tourism Industry
Association of Yukon today. | did speak with them about this
issue last week in a Zoom call with the executive director and
president of TIAY. We had a discussion about their thoughts
and my thoughts about the review that Nav Canada is currently
undertaking.

I have, as well, regular correspondence — as this
government does — with our colleagues in Ottawa. The
Minister of Transport is aware of our concerns with reductions
in service at Nav Canada. | will continue to work very closely
with my colleagues in Ottawa. | know that the Premier has also
spoken about this subject with his counterparts in Ottawa — the
Deputy Prime Minister, perhaps the Prime Minister whom he
has been talking to very closely, and certainly other officials.

We are on this file. We know how important it is to the
Tourism Industry Association of Yukon that we retain service
here in Whitehorse. We are in conversations with our airlines
here, including Air North, and with TIA. This week we will be
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talking with Nav Canada — or in the near future we will be
talking with Nav Canada when we can arrange that meeting.

My position, as I’ve said, is that I do not support cuts to
our service levels here in Whitehorse with Nav Canada, but |
am going to be talking with the officials with that institution in
the very near future. | will learn more about what they’re
proposing and what the scope of their plans are in light of the
pandemic.

So that’s what I have to say about Nav Canada and its
service levels this afternoon.

Ms. Hanson:  Unfortunately, the question wasn’t about
Nav Canada. It was about whether or not at the Yukon Days
meetings occurring this week — whether the minister and his
colleagues, including the Premier, who indicated that this was
a significant opportunity to meet with federal counterparts via
Zoom, were going to use that opportunity to raise this issue with
the minister responsible for Transport Canada, since they are
the ones who would be looking at possibly trying to address this
in the spring budget or before. Given the consequences and
impact on Yukon’s economy — particularly the tourism sector,
which affects both First Nation and non-First Nation
governments and their citizens with, as | said, 4,000 employees
and five percent of the GDP. It is a simple question: Is the
agenda for Yukon Days this week inclusive of a conversation
about this important issue to the whole of Yukon? Can the
minister simply tell us whether or not it is on the agenda?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Nav Canada is an independent
agency that makes its own decisions. | will be speaking with
officials from Nav Canada in the near future.

We have been speaking with our federal counterparts on
support for the aviation industry. The federal government has
been very supportive of our aviation industry in the territory
and across the north. | am very glad and grateful for the federal
support that we have received and that all of the territories have
received to keep our northern aviation industry flying. That
connection — from Whitehorse to Vancouver, but more
importantly, Whitehorse to Old Crow to Dawson and to Mayo
— is essential to this territory. The federal government
recognizes that and is moving to support that.

Nav Canada is having a review. The member opposite is
characterizing that as cuts to Whitehorse. That is a hypothetical,
Mr. Chair. We don’t know the extent of the moves that Nav
Canada is going to make. Until 1 know what Nav Canada is
proposing, | am not going to presume to know what they are
asking or what they are going to do.

I have stated publicly that | support our tourism industry in
the territory as a whole and that | am not supportive of service
reductions in Whitehorse — cuts, perhaps — that would hurt
our aviation sector. | am going to be working with Nav Canada
and relaying to them that I am not in favour of any moves that
would impact our tourism sector, that would prohibit players
such as Condor coming to Whitehorse, or that would impact
our safety — the safety of our aviation sector.

So, until I know what Nav Canada is proposing, | am not
going to start hounding Ottawa for resources when we do not
know the extent to which we are going to need them. Ottawa is
aware, and we are working — and the Premier, my colleagues

on this side of the House, and | are very clear that we want to
make sure that our aviation sector remains whole and healthy
— as healthy as possible to get to the other side of this
pandemic.

As far as Yukon Days goes, | know that the agenda has
been set. | am not scheduled to talk to Minister Garneau. That
does not mean to say that I have not spoken to Minister Garneau
and that I will not in the future. They are aware of our concerns
surrounding Nav Canada. They are aware of our support for the
aviation industry. They are aware of TIAY’s support for the
aviation industry. We are working with our players in Ottawa,
at several levels. We are working at the official level, and we
are going to work very hard to guarantee and to safeguard our
aviation industry into the future.

Mr. Hassard: | thank the officials for coming back
today one more time. | just had a couple of questions regarding
highway reconstruction and widening in the Porter Creek area.
I know that, here in the Legislature, we have asked many times
about turning lanes in front of Super A, in particular, and lights,
et cetera, so | am just curious if there is anything in the works
in regard to upgrades through that Porter Creek section.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  We have just announced recently
that we are going to public consultation for two residents of
Porter Creek to ask them their thoughts on the highway running
in front of their neighbourhoods.

Mr. Hassard: Would the minister be able to provide this
House with an update on the particular sections in that area that
they will be looking at and consulting on?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite will find
information regarding that public consultation on yukon.ca, but
to save him the web search, it’s Azure to Centennial.

Mr. Hassard: Rather than going by the street names,
could the minister provide us with an idea — is that from the
south entrance into Porter Creek to the north entrance into
MacDonald Road? How much of that stretch in there — maybe
the minister can correct me on my geography. Is Azure part of
the road into Crestview?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | will again save the member
opposite a Google map search. | did it just while he was asking
the question. It is actually from Goodman’s Appliance Services
and Repair right down — just north of Trails North. It looks
like the first access coming into Crestview as you are coming
north on the highway back to Centennial — so, north back.

Mr. Hassard: | thank the officials for being here. | think
the minister actually meant Goody’s Gas, but that is beside the
point. | appreciate that information. Thank you.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 55,
Department of Highways and Public Works?

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate in
Vote 55.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Response in the amount of $10,396,000 agreed
to

On Corporate Services Reduction

Corporation Services Reduction underexpenditure in the
amount of $324,000 cleared



December 8, 2020

HANSARD

2299

On Information and Communications Technology

Information and Communications Technology in the
amount of $324,000 agreed to

On Transportation

Mr. Hassard: Can we get a breakdown on that amount,
please?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | would be happy this afternoon to
give a breakdown on that $1,029,000. If the member opposite
will oblige me, | will continue to seek that information.

I will say that, when it comes to information
communications, it is a very important matter for us to discuss.
I can say that it’s part of our efforts to make it easier for the
public and businesses to access government services online.
Last year, in 2019-20, the government spent over $10 million
on information technology projects, of which $3.8 million went
to local companies. This year, we budgeted $14.5 million on
information technology projects, including $2.5 million to the
Department of Health and Social Services for the 1Health
project and an additional $4 million for new IT projects in other
departments.

These projects include everything from enhancing IT to
expanding mobile radio systems to providing internal business
solutions and web-based services for citizens. Our government
continuously seeks ways to provide best value for money for
taxpayers. We are evaluating solutions to enhance our phone
system for flexible work arrangements, as well as a video
conferencing presentation sharing capability. We have started
to upgrade boardrooms and meeting rooms in strategic
locations to facilitate video conferencing, thus reducing
personal travel and associated costs. That, of course, is very
important as we move through this pandemic that we find
ourselves in and have to make allowances for people working
from home who cannot come into the office for various reasons.

As members opposite can hear this afternoon, our
investments in information and communications technology
are very important as part of improving the way that we operate
and turn this, as | say, 19" century institution into a 21% century,
data-driven institution. It is vital.

We are looking here to see if we can get some detail for the
members opposite on the $1 million. We are certainly going to
continue to look at this.

The fact is that we’ve seen a woeful negligence, perhaps,
in the investments in our data and communications technology
for many, many years. We really do have to do a better job, and
that’s what we have striven to do over the four years of our
mandate.

The members opposite will note that we launched an open
data portal in June 2019. This tool makes government
information available to be freely accessed, used, and shared by
anyone, anywhere.

Of course, as we’ve spoken to the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin over the last little while, we’ve also spent some
considerable time and effort improving the Bids and Tenders
system so that our contracting community can actually bid on
jobs remotely from Dawson City and not have to pick up paper-
based documents. The advantage of that, Mr. Chair, is that the
contractors, when they fill in those documents, can actually be

told when and if they have made a mistake. It actually improves
the success rate by which our contractors can bid on their jobs.

I will happily answer any other questions that the member
opposite may have.

Chair: We are on the item Transportation for $1,029,000
in the operation and maintenance vote.

Is there any further debate?

Transportation in the amount of $1,029,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance

Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the amount
of nil cleared

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $11,425,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Information and Communications Technology

On Corporate Information Technology Equipment and
Systems

Total Corporate Information Technology Equipment and
Systems underexpenditure in the amount of $2,500,000 cleared

On Property Management

On Dempster Fibre Project

Dempster Fibre Project underexpenditure in the amount of
$19,500,000 cleared

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital in the amount of nil cleared

Total Capital Expenditures underexpenditure in the
amount of $22,000,000 agreed to

Total Expenditures underexpenditure of $10,575,000
agreed to

Department of Highways and Public Works agreed to

Chair: The matter now before the Committee now is
general debate on Vote 27, French Language Services
Directorate, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is Vote 27, French
Language Services Directorate, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Is there any general debate?

French Language Services Directorate

Hon. Mr. Streicker: To begin with, 1 would like to
welcome Monsieur André Bourcier, who is the director of the
French Language Services Directorate. Je vous présente
Monsieur André Bourcier, le directeur des services en francais.

I just want to mention two things in opening remarks,
Mr. Chair. The first one is that the budget itself is for $400,000,
which really is about the sponsorship of the Ministerial
Conference on the Canadian Francophonie. That is the group
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that manages the federal-provincial-territorial table on French
language ministers. We are hosting it. Most of this money is
going to be recovered. Only a small amount is really coming
from the Yukon government itself, but the $400,000 is the
amount in the budget.

The other thing that | would like to do is to just say thank
you very much to all of the folks who have been doing all the
translations during the pandemic. It has been quite a remarkable
job that they’ve done to try to keep the francophone community
informed and up to date with all things to do with the pandemic.
In fact, | would just acknowledge Mr. Bourcier has been doing
his role during the livestreams to make sure that, if there is a
need for translation, it happens during the livestream.

I am happy to answer any questions for the French
Language Services Directorate today on these matters or other.

Ms. McLeod: | want to thank the official for joining us
here today in the Legislature. | thank the minister for his
information on the expenditure under the supplementary
budget. I do not have any questions today for the French
Language Services Directorate.

Ms. White: Merci Monsieur le président. Bienvenue au
directeur des services en francgais, pour sa premiere visite aussi
al’Assembée. Malheureusement, il n’y a pas grand chose a dire
aujourd’hui, alors je n’ai pas beaucoup de questions.

There is so little to talk about in the $400,000 line item. |
was going through the significant budget at the beginning of the
year but, in all honesty, we have had such leaps and bounds in
French Language Services from the very first time. | called the
very first official back in Highways and Public Works — say
that all we see is steady growth, and it is, of course, through the
direction of both the minister and the director. It is not a very
exciting first time in the Assembly for the director of the French
Language Services, but it is meaningful. | also just really want
to highlight the importance of having the translation services
on demand, essentially, for the livestreaming. We saw in very
quick succession the adaptability of government departments.
We asked for the American Sign Language interpreter, and she
arrived. We asked for French language, and they arrived.

It means that what we are seeing in those updates is that
we are reaching out to as much of the community as we can.
So, thank you, of course, to the director who gets us that service
during those live briefings, and | thank the minister for the
work. | appreciate that, as he got busier, he said that he had to
drop his French classes, and | appreciate that. It has been an
interesting time in learning a second language and practising a
second language with all that additional stress. It’s one thing
that you can put down and pick up later on. Merci beaucoup
d’étre venu, et un grand merci a la Direction des services en
frangais. C’est important. On voit un grand changement dans
cette direction depuis quelques années, alors c’est quelque
chose que j’apprécie, mais je n’ai pas de questions aujourd’hui.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 27,
French Language Services Directorate, in Bill No. 205, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2020-21?

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate.

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all

lines in Vote 27, French Language Services Directorate,
cleared or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 27,
French Language Services Directorate, cleared or
carried

Chair: Ms. White has, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3,
requested the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole
to deem all lines in Vote 27, French Languages Services
Directorate, cleared or carried, as required.

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $400,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of nil agreed
to

Total Expenditures in the amount of $400,000 agreed to

French Language Services Directorate agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | just would like to say thank you
to Mr. Bourcier. Bienvenue pour la premiére fois ici.

I thank him for his first time here and thank the members
opposite for their comments.

Chair: The matter now before the Committee is
continuing general debate on Vote 53, Department of Energy,
Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for five
minutes. Mr. Adel, please.

Mr. Adel: EMR officials have gone home for the day.
The minister is happy to come down to answer questions for
the short period that is left in the Committee, so when we come
back in five minutes, just so the House knows, that is the
situation that we’re in.

Chair: Would members like to have the minister all on
his own for a few minutes?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair:  We will recess for five minutes and give the
minister time to show up.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 53, Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Mr. Pillai, you have 18 minutes and 36 seconds.
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Department of Energy, Mines and Resources —
continued

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | know that the member opposite had a
number of areas that he touched on as we were concluding. |
know that we have limited time. I’ll leave it to the member
opposite — maybe we’ll go through something. I know that
there are some areas of forestry and smaller pieces. We will
probably be back again together, but we can have an
opportunity to clear some of that. I’ll just cede the floor and try
to get through some of the questions from the member opposite.

Mr. Kent: | appreciate that from the minister. A quick
question coming out of Question Period today. | know that |
had asked about additional sub-regional plans that were being
contemplated. I don’t have the Blues with me, but I believe the
minister said that he is working on additional sub-regional land
use plans. I’'m curious if he could tell us how many and where
those are located.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | appreciate the opportunity to clarify,
and hopefully it will be reflected in the Blues — the comments
that | made in response. We have had at least one First Nation
request to have a discussion with us about sub-regional
planning. There has been an ask. We have not received
anything formally.

At this point, the only plan that we’re working on is with
Na-Cho Nyak Dun. | spoke a bit about that today — that we’re
still committed to that work, and we continue to follow on the
revised work plan. But no other sub-regional plans have been
undertaken.

There have been some overtures from at least one leader
with council, but again, we haven’t received — normally what
would happen is that we would receive some sort of a formal
correspondence or there would be another discussion. There
hasn’t been, but it seems that there was some interest in the
concept. Maybe that First Nation will undertake a discussion
with Na-Cho Nyék Dun to do their own due diligence; | am not
sure.

Again, | think that where that question was going today
during Question Period was: Would this affect other projects
that are underway? The answer is no, because we haven’t
undertaken that.

All of the folks who are currently inside that area — and
that was asked of me today — as we’re communicating to folks
who reach out to us and who are in that sub-regional area now
— they are still, in some cases, applying for renewals to their
permits or continuing to do the exploration work that they’re
undertaking. We have communicated to them that, again, it’s
the same process that it would have been whether we were
doing that planning or not.

Mr. Kent: | am going to just jump over to forestry issues
for the balance of our time here this afternoon. I just wanted to
ask the minister a couple of things.

Going over the Yukon Liberal Party platform from 2016,
there were a couple of items dedicated to forestry in there. The
first was developing opportunities for forestry companies to
create fuel for biomass heating projects. | am just curious about
the fuel wood and the opportunities.

I know that | have said in the past that, even with the
firewood contract for the campgrounds in the Dawson area,
some of that fuel wood was being hauled out of northern British
Columbia just down the Stewart-Cassiar Highway, south of
Junction 37. The second commitment that they made was
targeting investment to boost small-scale softwood lumber
opportunities, including a forestry plan for southeast Yukon. |
know that this was asked of the minister in Question Period —
about the southeast Yukon forestry plan — so I’m interested in
an update on that. Exactly what investment has been targeted to
boost small-scale softwood lumber opportunities?

The minister and | have both been in conversations with
the small mill operator in the Whitehorse area. He is having
some difficulty getting access to timber, so I’m interested in
any updates that the minister has with respect to that and then
any other fuel-wood opportunities that they are looking at for
biomass heating projects — potential firewood or fuel-wood
opportunities closer to communities throughout the territory.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | will start with the quicker answers.
First of all, with southeast Yukon, | think that it has just been
in the last two weeks that | sent a letter to Chief Charlie. We
have been ready to engage on a transfer payment agreement that
would offset some of the costs and capacity that would be
needed by the Liard First Nation to work with us on that plan.
Previously, the funds were in place and we were ready to do
that work. | guess that maybe other priorities had come up —
by the First Nation. Certainly, with the previous administration
there, we did have some discussions a bit about biomass. We
did talk pretty thoroughly about biomass as well as
opportunities.

There was some pretty big impact from fire on the Robert
Campbell Highway a number of years back. | know that the
LFN had reached out.

Part of what we communicated at that time was that we
really wanted to get to the table to get this management plan in
place. We’re ready and willing, and I’ve sent a letter off just
reaching out to say that, if there is more information needed or
another discussion that has to happen — but we want to be
doing that work.

On the biomass side of things, it’s really three departments.
We’ve tried to work with the Yukon Wood Products
Association and others to have those discussions. Of course,
Community Services — what we saw was some of the work
that was done this year around Mary Lake. | will say to the
member opposite that | might not get to the softwood discussion
today, but | appreciate the good work being done in the sense
that the member opposite connected one of the cutters with
somebody who had just won a tender on some of that
firesmarting, and so it has been good. There has been an
opportunity there to access some needed fibre and then, at the
same time, we’re working between Community Services and
the Forestry branch in Energy, Mines and Resources to look
ahead to be able to provide folks with forward-looking
opportunities on fibre.

Biomass is between three departments. So, Community
Services’ role is to identify areas for firesmarting, and a lot of
that work has been done just south of the city, understanding
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that some of our biggest areas of threat are there. As well,
Highways and Public Works — I’m not sure. I might have
missed it during debate, but they are leading that work on
installing the actual furnaces that are needed to be able to use
that wood. It’s all part, really, of an ability to maximize the use
of some of that fibre that’s being cut through fire mitigation,
then having that ancillary use, and putting it into our system
and pivoting over to that.

I see now that we’re in a position where we’re installing —
or identifying and moving to install — some of these furnaces.
Again, we felt that some of these areas — Il call them “cut
blocks” — have been a real opportunity for people who want to
look to get into biomass.

Also, in the Haines Junction area, another area that had a
bit of a fire threat previous to that — and another area — and
we’re working with a number of First Nations. The Forest
Management branch and Wildland Fire Management are
working together to create more fire-resilient communities
through their participation in planning, contracting, and
permitting for fuel-abatement activities. The materials harvest
for fuel abatement can provide opportunities for biomass
industry development, and contracts offered through the
Wildland Fire Management fuel-abatement program can
provide harvesting and clearing opportunities for a variety of
forest industry operators.

To aid in the coordination of the development of the
biomass industry, the departments of Community Services and
Energy, Mines and Resources have initiated an
interdepartmental working group on fuel abatement, biomass,
and climate change implementation. The working group will
also provide support for implementing Our Clean Future — A
Yukon strategy for climate change, energy and a green
economy. This is very key to that.

There is a lot to discuss, and hopefully we will have a
chance to continue on the biomass. We have also had some
significant situations occur through Mother Nature. We had a
really serious blow-down between Lake Laberge that stretches
all the way to Kusawa — so a lot of mature trees knocked down.
The Forest Management branch and Community Services right
now have been very quick to identify what that means. We
know that there could be a fire threat in the summertime — and
at the same time, what is the best way for us to get in there and
maximize the use of that fibre that has fallen? That is work that
is underway, and I will report back when we have a chance.

Seeing the time, Mr. Chair, | move that you report
progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pillai that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Streicker that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Committee
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Mr. Hutton: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the House do now
adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government

House Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until
1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.

The following sessional tabled

December 8, 2020:

34-3-59

Yukon Teachers Labour Relations Board Annual Report
2019-2020 (Mostyn)

papers were

34-3-60

Yukon Public Service Labour Relations Board Annual
Report 2019-2020 (Mostyn)
tabled

The following returns

December 8, 2020:

34-3-53

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Mr. Hassard related to general debate on Vote 55, Highways
and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, Fourth Appropriation Act
2019-20 — OlId Territorial Administration Building in Dawson
City (Mostyn)

legislative were

34-3-54

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Mr. Istchenko related to general debate on Vote 52,
Environment, in Bill No. 205, Second Appropriation Act
2020-21 — outfitter harvest quotas 2020-21 (Frost)
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Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.

We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in welcoming Yukon University interim president,
Dr. Maggie Matear. | recognize her, | hope, behind the mask,
and | would like to welcome her here, joining us today. Thank
you so much.

Applause

Speaker: Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Order of Yukon inductees

Mr. Gallina: Mr. Speaker, on December 3, | presented a
motion in this House congratulating the inductees into the
Order of Yukon for 2020. Today | rise to pay tribute to these
inductees on behalf of the Yukon Liberal government.

Keith Byram is the founder of Pelly Construction and a
long-time supporter of Yukon community groups — Keith is
the former chair of the Yukon Water Board and former
president of the Yukon Association of Professional Engineers.
Jack Cable is a former Liberal MLA and Commissioner of
Yukon — Jack has volunteered for organizations, including
Learning Disabilities Association of Yukon and the Law
Society of Yukon. Bess Cooley is a master of Tlingit language
and recognized for her work on genealogy and the inland
Tlingit people. William Klassen — Bill Klassen — is a former
RCMP officer in Teslin, wildlife biologist, conservation
officer, and deputy minister for Yukon government. Bill and
Rayanne recently moved. They no longer have their horses, and
with the safety measures in place, my family and | will not be
enjoying their horse-cart rides over the winter.
Dr. Sally MacDonald has been a family physician in Yukon
since 1980. Dr. MacDonald has delivered over 1,000 babies in
this territory and continues to work, assisting Yukoners with
end-of-life care. Agnes Mills is an elder for the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation who has advanced the rights of
indigenous peoples and is a national elder of the Thunderbird
Partnership Foundation. Agnes was also the First Nation elder
at the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Doug Phillips is a small-
business owner and volunteer. Doug has served on many
Yukon boards and committees, as well as serving both as an
MLA and the territory’s Commissioner. Gertie Tom has made
significant impacts on the revitalization of First Nation

languages throughout Yukon, including providing a basis for a
practical writing system for the previously unwritten Northern
Tutchone language. Ron Veale initiated the earliest civil
actions regarding abuses suffered by indigenous children in
residential schools and is recognized as the first Chief Justice
of Yukon. Finally, Frances Woolsey, is a Ta’an Kwiéch’4dn
leader, elder, and promoter of indigenous cultures and
traditions.

Each of these individuals has made significant impacts in
Yukon’s history with their respective roles. They are each
leaders in their own respect and rightfully deserving of
recognition for their continued contributions to Yukon. | am
proud to call these people neighbours and to be sharing my
home with individuals so incredibly passionate and dedicated
to their communities.

Recognized as the highest honour bestowed by the
Government of Yukon, | welcome each of these inductees to
the Order of Yukon and thank them for their contributions to
our territory.

Applause

Ms. Van Bibber: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to pay tribute to the 2020 Order of Yukon
recipients. Ten Yukoners will be presented with the newest
civilian honour for merit to those Yukoners who have made a
significant contribution to the advancement of Yukon society.

During a virtual New Year’s Levee, Commissioner
Angélique Bernard will present these awards along with other
Commissioner’s awards. There is so much to say about each of
these amazing people, but the time allotted for tributes will
never do them justice, but I'’ll try to capture a few thoughts on
each.

Elder Bessie Cooley for her continued work in sharing of
culture, tradition, and caring. She’s always smiling, soft
spoken, and so enjoys being involved. The Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin sends out a special, personal congratulations to Bessie.

Elder Gertie Tom for language revitalization, but also for
her beadwork and sewing. She is a mainstay whenever there is
a craft sale and, especially at this time of year, she will have a
table loaded with her lovely handiwork.

Elder Agnes Mills, who was the First Nation elder at the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. | remember her working for
the First Nation health department at the hospital, visiting and
caring for First Nation patients and helping them to manoeuvre
the system if needed — a quiet, soft-spoken beauty.

Elder Frances Woolsey and | sat on a board of directors
together many years ago. | so admired her quiet strength and
wisdom. She is recognized for her leadership in sharing her
culture, and she always has a ready smile and time to share a
story.

Keith Byram for his years as a local businessman and
philanthropist — he and his family have been generous donors
to major initiatives. This Christmas, the Yukon Hospital
Foundation along with the Meadow Lakes golf course have
united to host the Festival of Trees, raising funds for the Travis
Adams foundation. From all the praises, it is another success.
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Dr. Sally MacDonald is retired — not. She continues to
give us her expertise and knowledge to help people who need
end-of-life care and support, ensuring that patients are
comfortable and that families are aware of the situation as it is
ongoing. At times, her beautiful face shows stress, but
Dr. MacDonald smiles and continues her amazing calling.

William Klassen has worn so many hats in his career and
therefore is well known throughout the territory through his
many jobs. He has also volunteered for many worthwhile
organizations, such as the Salvation Army. If this were an
ordinary year, he would be ringing the kettle bells.

The Hon. Ron Veale, former Chief Justice of Yukon,
retired in July 2020. His career is varied and, I’'m sure, chock-
full of stories during his time as a lawyer, politician, and Chief
Justice. He was also the backup to the Commissioner of Yukon,
should both the Commissioner and the Administrator be
unavailable to sign documents or assent to bills. Mr. Veale and
his wife, Katherine, were guests of mine at many functions, and
we shared many laughs.

Jack Cable was part of a law company — Cable, Veale and
Cosco — before throwing his hat into the political arena, and
he was an MLA for two terms. He was appointed
Commissioner in 2000 and also volunteered for a few NGOs.
Jack was always so kind and helpful to me while I was
Administrator during his tenure.

Doug Phillips was an MLA for many years, a small
business owner, and a volunteer. He was appointed
Commissioner in 2010, and he so enjoyed his time in office.
His sense of humour and laughter were always delightful to
witness. He is a master gardener and loves the outdoor life of
Yukon.

Now, one should see a pattern here: each of them
volunteer, help, and give back to others in their communities. It
also strikes me, as we tribute these honourees, that they have
enriched the things that they have touched, and that is what the
Order of Yukon was meant to embody. Although we cannot
gather in person to celebrate this coming January 1, we can join
virtually and are encouraged to do so. We wish them and their
families all the best for the holiday season. Congratulations.

Applause

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Yukon NDP to join in
celebration of 10 incredible individuals who are set to receive
the 2020 Order of Yukon. These folks embody excellence and
achievement in their fields, and we have heard about the
outstanding contributions to the social, cultural, and
economical well-being that they have made to Yukon and to the
benefit of her residents.

We have heard about their contributions and
accomplishments over the years from my colleagues, and |
thank them for that. | know that we are all so close that we each
have stories about all of these individuals. Our congratulations
and thanks for a lifetime of service to others go out to Bess
Cooley, Keith Byram, Doug Phillips, Jack Cable, Bill Klassen,
Frances Woolsey, Sally MacDonald, Gertie Tom, Agnes Mills,
and last but not least, Ron Veale.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have for tabling two legislative
returns responding to questions from the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin on November 23 and December 7 during Committee
of the Whole.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | have for tabling two documents:
One is regarding private members’ motions and analysis on
recorded votes; and a second one is on rent protections across
Canadian jurisdictions.

Hon. Ms. Frost: | have for tabling a legislative return in
response to questions that have arisen in and out of the House
over the course of the past few months and in response to
Motion for the Production of Papers No. 21 requesting a
detailed breakdown of COVID-19 expenditures in the Second
Appropriation Act 2020-21.

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motions?

Avre there any further returns or documents for

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to
subsection 22(2) of the Human Rights Act, does appoint
Julie Jai and Leah Robinson to the Yukon Human Rights Panel
of Adjudicators for a term of three years, effective
December 14, 2020; and

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to
subsection 22(2) of the Human Rights Act, does reappoint
Marius Curteanu and Roxanne Larouche to the Yukon Human
Rights Panel of Adjudicators for a term of three years, effective
December 14, 2020.

Mr. Cathers: | rise to give notice of the following
motion for the production of papers:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Community
Services to table a detailed list by December 18, 2020, showing
any additional equipment, training, or resources provided to
Yukon Emergency Medical Services to help them deal with the
pandemic, including:

(1) support for rural EMS volunteers;

(2) support for EMS staff on the ground; and

(3) support for EMS staff in the air.
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| also give notice of the following motion for the
production of papers:

THAT this House do issue an order for the return of all
e-mails sent from the Liberal Cabinet Office to the Member for
Riverdale North regarding House strategy, talking points for
Liberal MLAs, or desired outcomes in the Legislative
Assembly during all Spring and Fall Sittings since the last
territorial election, as well as during the two-week period prior
to those Sittings of the Legislative Assembly.

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions?
Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Yukon Forum

Hon. Mr. Silver: | rise today to recognize the
importance of the Yukon Forum. The forum has been critical in
advancing our government’s goal of building strong
government-to-government relationships and collaborating on
shared priorities with Yukon First Nations. The forum is a
regular meeting between leaders of the Government of Yukon,
Yukon First Nations, and the Council of Yukon First Nations.

When our government came into office, we committed to
reinvigorating the forum and working closely with First
Nations to find tangible solutions to challenges that meet the
needs of all Yukoners. In January 2017, our government signed
a declaration to renew the forum and committed to coming
together at meetings four times a year. We have followed
through on this promise, despite the pandemic, and on
December 11, we will hold our 16" Yukon Forum since 2017.

We have made significant progress over the past four
years, and | would like to highlight some of those for you here
today. In 2017, we focused on establishing our shared priorities
in setting up the right structures to ensure our success. In
May 2017, we identified priority areas including: fiscal
relations; collaborative processes for justice, health and social
services, education, and heritage — and with the Government
of Canada — and also land claims and self-governing
implementation. These joint priorities addressed long-standing
and complex issues of great importance to our government and
to all Yukoners.

Under fiscal relations, we reached an agreement to clarify
how resource royalties are shared under chapter 23 of the final
agreements, as well as signing personal income tax-sharing
agreements with First Nations with final agreements.

We have developed a new Yukon representative public
service plan, which includes an 18-month Yukon First Nation
and Canadian aboriginal hiring practice pilot that started in
October 2020.

We signed a memorandum of understanding on mining and
established a number of joint working groups on progressive
reclamation, compliance monitoring, and enforcement. We also
established an independent mineral development strategy
panel, which will release their recommendations following
public and stakeholder consultation very soon.

The list goes on, and | have more to say in my response. |
am extremely proud, Mr. Speaker, of the progress that has been

made and the lasting relationships that we have formed through
the Yukon Forum. | want to thank all Yukon First Nations for
their collaboration over the past four years, and I look forward
to continuing to work on priorities that benefit all Yukoners.

Ms. Van Bibber: Thank you for the update. We
understand the importance of the Yukon Forum and, of course,
the importance of working with First Nation governments. The
Yukon Forum is an important avenue to build and maintain
these relationships and advance reconciliation. We look
forward to an update from the Premier at the conclusion of the
Yukon Forum on December 11.

Ms. White: | feel that today | have been asked to
respond to a ministerial statement on something as elusive as
the sighting of an elephant shrew, one of the rarest animals on
Earth. You might ask yourself why | make this comparison, and
that’s a good question.

Mr. Speaker, | know that these animals exist. | can find
photos of them online and even read about the experience of
others as they view these creatures, but | have never seen one
myself and, until some date in the future, I won’t have that
opportunity.

There’s a strong parallel to be drawn with the Yukon
Forum. | know that the Cooperation in Governance Act stated
what the purpose of the forum was when the act was first passed
in 2005, because | can read about it. | can find photos of the
forum online, and | can read press releases and listen to
interviews about what has happened and what has been
discussed. But to date, I, as an elected Member of the
Legislative Assembly and a leader of a political territorial party,
have never once been able to attend.

This Yukon government has said that the forum is for
ministers and First Nation leadership, which 1 respect.
However, it is unusual for intergovernmental fora to prohibit
the presence of representatives of other parties represented in
the Legislature or Parliament.

The Liberal government’s insistence on excluding
opposition leaders from attending as observers runs contrary to
their avowals of openness and transparency. This is all the more
mysterious given the fact that members of the Liberal caucus
who aren’t ministers are able to attend. So, what makes them
different from other elected members of this Assembly?

We agree that intergovernmental meetings, such as the
Yukon Forum, are important. They are an important part of the
evolution of governance in the territory. We agree that finding
common ground and setting goals together is important, but we
also know the value of oversight and accountability.

We understand that, sometimes when a commitment is
made, the follow-through is sometimes lost, and that’s when
it’s important to have outside oversight. We look forward to the
day when the Yukon Forum will be treated with the respect and
openness that it deserves, rather than a carefully managed
communications operation for the sitting government.

Over the past four years, we have seen indications that
substantive issues remain on the table, and that is when the truth
does leak out. Sometimes it’s about the processes that the
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Premier touts are ongoing. Process can often be used to provide
cover for government indecision or, worse yet, the fear of
making a decision. As a result, we have seen First Nations
express concern that this government continues to act as if it is
business as usual, whether it is mining and wetlands pending a
wetlands strategy, or the development of a major industrial
strategy absent land use plans, or failure to report on actions
taken in response to the Child and Family Services Act Review
Advisory Committee.

If nothing else, the Premier might be doing himself a
favour by allowing opposition leaders into the tent as observers,
which would provide opposition leaders with context for the
complexities that the Premier has, to date, been unable to
convey to this Assembly.

Unlike travelling to the other side of the planet to see the
elephant shrew in person which seems unlikely, the Yukon
Forum happens right here at home.

I look forward to a government that is unafraid of inviting
all elected leaders of this Assembly into the tent as observers.

Hon. Mr. Silver: | would like to thank the members
opposite for their statements and comments. As | did note in
my opening list of accomplishments at the Yukon Forum, there
is an impressive list of accomplishments. The member for the
NDP says, “But there is much more work to be done” — and
we completely agree with that.

We know that there is not a united voice, necessarily, when
it comes to all different governments in the Yukon. The Yukon
Forum is an extremely important part of us figuring out how to
work together to commit to some of the policies and to really
promote the extenuating work that the First Nation
governments have been doing as they work to draw down on
their self-government agreements.

We’ve worked with the federal government and the First
Nation governments to sigh a memorandum of understanding
to reset the relationship, for example, under the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act. Through
this work, we have established an oversight group and have
begun to do the work of reviewing and improving YESAA
processes and legislation. We have worked together to create a
plan to restart Yukon’s first land use planning process and set
it up for success. This includes approving the Peel Watershed
Regional Land Use Plan and starting land use planning
discussions with a number of other First Nations.

Under health and social services, we are working together
on four priority areas: child welfare, mental wellness, income
assistance, and co-governance delivery models for services.

Under education, a Chiefs Committee on Education was
established in 2019. We have signed a number of bilateral
education agreements and transfer payment agreements with
First Nations, and we are in discussions on a renewed joint
education action plan — otherwise known as JEAP — and a
Yukon First Nation school board.

Related to justice, we’re working with First Nations and
Public Safety Canada to support community safety plans for a
number of First Nations. We passed amendments in the
Corrections Act, 2009 and implemented recommendations

from the Loukidelis report on the Whitehorse Correctional
Centre, including a forensic care team to support complex
mental health needs for those in these correctional systems.

In May 2019, leaders also signed a memorandum of
understanding to collaborate on heritage management.

Mr. Speaker, our approach to federal engagement is
shaped by our work with the Yukon Forum as well. Just this
week, as we mentioned earlier this week, we carried out the
tradition of Yukon Days, holding joint Yukon government and
Yukon First Nation governments’ meetings with First
Ministers. These meetings are an effective way for us to jointly
advocate for shared issues and priorities. Intergovernmental
collaboration on this scale has not been done before.

Yukon is leading the way in Canada and in this level of
engagement and collaboration between First Nations and
Yukon government — the work that we are doing through the
Yukon Forum and in bodies such as the vision of Together
Today for our Children Tomorrow — by supporting two-way
communication and a fair and just partnership between
indigenous and non-indigenous people.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:  School busing

Mr. Kent: On August 12, the government announced
that they were working with Standard Bus to add additional
school buses for the 2020-21 school year to accommodate as
many students as safely possible. A CBC story from August 19
says that the department was getting three additional school
buses to meet these demands.

On November 10, the minister told this House that the
buses had arrived and would be on the road in two weeks.
Seeing no action, we asked for an update on the buses again on
Friday, December4 and again on Monday, December 7.
However, we learned this morning from the Whitehorse Star
that the buses are indeed ready to go, but Standard Bus is still
waiting for the schedules from the Department of Education.

Considering the months of advanced notice, why hasn’t the
government given the busing company the schedules yet?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The health and safety of students
and staff in the Department of Education and in the entire
Yukon government is, of course, our first priority. To prevent
the spread of COVID-19, school busing for the 2020-21 school
year has had to be limited in order to meet the chief medical
officer of health’s health and safety guidelines for school bus
operations during the pandemic. As a result, we have not been
able yet to accommodate as many non-eligible families as in
previous years.

I think that it is incredibly important that Yukoners
understand that we have been able to assign all eligible students
who have registered for busing to a school bus this year — the
number being 1,907 students.

Mr. Kent:  So, we have three buses sitting in the yard at
Standard Bus ready to go, waiting on schedules from the
minister’s department. I am hoping that she actually answers
that question here as part of the second one.
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We have repeatedly brought up this important issue in the
Legislative Assembly during this Fall Sitting. I say it’s an
important issue because this affects parents and students who
are dealing with the pandemic, and they have been coming to
us with their many concerns. The government has said that
about 250 fewer students are riding the bus this year. Parents
have to adjust work schedules to transport students to school
and, in at least one case, a parent had to put their child in a
taxicab to get them to school.

Information from the Whitehorse Star indicates that the
department is not going to provide schedules for the new buses
until the new year. So, can the minister tell us when the buses
will be on the road and why the department has not provided
the company with these schedules yet?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We have obtained three additional
buses specifically to support the non-eligible students and their
families who want to ride a bus here in the territory, primarily
here in Whitehorse. We have heard the concerns from these
families, and we are working to deploy the three additional
buses and to optimize the existing routes in ways that allow us
to accommodate as many students as possible. This is a
complex situation, a complex puzzle to unravel.

I would like to take the opportunity to recognize the very
strident and difficult work being done at the Department of
Education by the folks who work on the bus schedules and by
the folks who work with the families who are seeking to be on
a bus, even though they are not eligible to do so under the law.
Nonetheless, we are working very closely with Standard Bus,
which is working diligently to obtain the appropriate drivers.

The buses are ready to go. We expect good news with
respect to that situation very soon.

Mr. Kent: Again, Standard Bus lines told the
Whitehorse Star that the buses are ready to go. They’re waiting
on the schedules and routes from the Department of Education.
This is another unfortunate case where the Liberals have
dropped the ball on the timelines they committed to. It’s an
extremely important issue for Yukon families.

The Liberals were slow to order extra buses, and now they
have been sitting idle for weeks in Standard’s yard, waiting for
the government to get them the necessary information. It looks
like many will have been without bus service for the first five
months of the school year because of these delays.

Can the minister tell us how much these additional three
buses will cost, and if the money is coming from the $4.1
million Canada sent us for school reopenings?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | certainly concur that this is a
serious situation for families here in the territory. | should note,
however, that despite — well, COVID-19 has certainly thrown
a wrench into this situation.

We ordered the buses in August, which was around the
time that it was determined that they would be necessary —
actually, maybe before that — I don’t want to have those dates
wrong — but in the summer. Nonetheless, they took a while to
arrive, as everyone knows, because there has been a great
demand for buses across the country. What | can indicate is that
these buses have been ordered to obtain service and provide

service to students who are otherwise not eligible to ride the
bus.

We are looking forward to providing that service. We have
done so as quickly as has been possible. We want to make sure
that all eligible students — well, they are already on the bus —
but that the non-eligible students are served to the best possible
routes, to the best possible routine. We are working closely with
Standard Bus. | am very appreciative of their work. They have
been a great partner with the Department of Education and with
the folks at the Department of Education who have been
working diligently to get this done.

What | can indicate is that, in a regular year, we often don’t
have non-eligible students scheduled until well into November.

Question re: Government of Yukon borrowing limit

Mr. Cathers: Earlier this year, we learned that the
Liberal government had secretly gone to Ottawa and asked for
the territory’s debt cap to be doubled from $400 million to $800
million. This came out in June while the Legislature was
adjourned during a pandemic and when the territory was under
a state of emergency. In fact, the same day that the Liberals
doubled the Yukon’s debt limit, they announced the first
extension of the state of emergency.

They didn’t even put out a Government of Yukon press
release to tell Yukoners about doubling our debt limit. It is
pretty clear that the Liberal government was hoping that
Yukoners simply wouldn’t notice.

Why did the Premier use the pandemic to try to hide the
fact that the Liberals were doubling the territory’s debt cap?

Hon. Mr. Silver: We have been down this road quite a
few times. | think that the Yukon Party is out of questions.
Again, we brought up in the Legislative Assembly the fact that
we were going to Ottawa and that this request was happening
well before that. We have talked about that in the Legislative
Assembly. The government’s current borrowing limit is $800
million, set by two regulations under the Yukon Act, which is
Canadian legislation. It is allocated between Government of
Yukon and the corporations — Yukon Development
Corporation, Yukon Energy Corporation, Yukon Housing
Corporation, and the Yukon Hospital Corporation.

The limit was increased earlier this year by the
Government of Canada, and of the $800-million borrowing
limit that was set in the Yukon’s borrowing limits regulations,
$590.5 million — which is about 73.8 percent — is still
available to fulfill outstanding and future approvals of debt. We
are very pleased to present this evidence of strong fiscal
management.

As noted in our early AA rating issued by Standard &
Poor’s Global, a debt limit does not mean that the Yukon has
incurred debt, and also, there has been no borrowing for general
government purposes. Borrowing has been done by the
corporations. Most of the borrowing that has been done to date
has been by the Yukon Party.

Mr. Cathers: The Premier’s government has borrowed
tens of millions of dollars and he knows it very well.

We have asked the Premier many times in this House if he
was going to get our debt limit increased. Let me quote his
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responses. October 24, 2017, he said, “Have we touched the
debt cap? No. Do we want to? No, we don’t want to. We want
to make sure that we work inside of our means...”

October 2, 2018, he said, “I’ll just say up front that we’re
not contemplating taking on any extra debt for our five-year
capital plan...” He also said, “... I have said this a few times,
but I don’t think the member opposite is paying attention to it
— that we are not contemplating borrowing.”

Like many things the Premier says, his words didn’t end
up being true, because we now know that the Liberals secretly
went and got our debt cap doubled to $800 million. Why did
the Premier say one thing in this Assembly but then go and do
the complete opposite?

Hon. Mr. Silver: 1 don’t know what the member
opposite is talking about as far as doing the exact opposite. We
were asked about whether or not we were going to ask the
federal government about a debt limit. We spoke about that in
the Legislative Assembly. It is no secret when you talk about it
in the Legislative Assembly.

Our Yukon borrowing rate was last increased in 2012 to
$400 million. Our current borrowing — the amount of money
that has been borrowed so far — is $209 million, most of which
occurred under the previous government and covers loans for
the Yukon Hospital Corporation and the Yukon Development
Corporation. | told this House in 2018 that we raised this issue
with the federal Finance minister. | told this House in 2018 —
let me repeat myself for the member opposite, who doesn’t like
to listen to these answers.

The draft 10-year renewable electric plan — again, we
have talked about this — includes proposed projects that would
exceed about a half-billion dollars in spending. We are working
with our federal partners. We are working with First Nation
governments. We have made overtures that, if we were going
to be spending money, this is something that we believe is a
necessity in Yukon, but we are hoping that we can work with
the federal government and First Nation governments in that
pursuit. We have been very clear about that.

Again, Mr. Speaker, this is a federal decision, not a
Cabinet decision. The members opposite want us to open up the
Legislative Assembly for this, but at the same time, they’ve
increased it a few times and never opened the Legislative
Assembly for that debate.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the Premier
told us he didn’t want to touch the debt limit and then he
secretly went and asked to get it doubled. The record shows that
he has many times told Yukoners that the Liberals were not
going to get the debt cap increased. Then they broke their word,
did the complete opposite, and got it doubled to $800 million.

Early in their time in office, the Liberals commissioned a
Financial Advisory Panel to advise them on fiscal matters. That
panel told them that, if the Liberals didn’t make changes to
spending patterns, we’d reach our debt cap by 2020.

I’1l quote from that report: “If sensible and gradual changes
can be made now, Yukoners will be in a strong, more
sustainable position going forward.” Instead, many of the
panel’s recommendations went ignored and the Premier and his
colleagues have taken us deeper into debt.

When will Liberals come up with a plan to get out of debt,
instead of taking us into the red by borrowing money every

year?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker,  Yukoners  deserve
accurate information. Before COVID, what we did in this part
of the government — in the Liberal government — is we

actually got us to a surplus. Now, the member opposite is
talking about a debt limit that has been increased and then
saying that we took Yukoners into debt. No, we actually, before
COVID, took Yukoners into a surplus — so I’ll correct that
record right away.

Also, this can allow us to make major infrastructure
investments and to support green energy plans. I’ve said that in
the Legislative Assembly a few times, yet the member opposite
is making it seem like we’ve never talked about that.

We’ve also said, in the Legislative Assembly in 2018, that
we will be going to Ottawa and having this conversation, but
the member opposite says we secretly went to Ottawa. Again,
not the reality.

It sounds to me like the Yukon Party clearly does not
support increasing the borrowing limit. The borrowing limit
was increased under the Yukon Party, so I guess it’s okay when
the Yukon Party does it, but when a Liberal government does
it, I guess that’s not okay with them.

Question re: Inclusive and special education
review
Ms. White: The Department of Education has embarked

on an independent review of inclusive education. This review
is one step in the department’s response to the Auditor General
of Canada’s 2019 report on education that was critical of the
department’s handling of students with special needs. Parents
were pleased that the department had taken this step and were
looking forward to taking part in this evaluation. After all, who
knows more about the gaps experienced by families and their
children than the parents themselves?

Unfortunately, parents have discovered that their opinions
and suggestions are not actually being sought out. They are
being told that they can share their experience, concerns, and
even praise with their school council. It is then up to the council
to pass these on.

Mr. Speaker, what kind of review on inclusive education
would choose to exclude the very individuals who experience
inclusion programs the most?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I'm pleased to rise today to speak
about the review of inclusive and special education. | will ask
after this session, or in the very near future, to be able to speak
with the member opposite because that’s certainly not the
information that I have. I'm sure that she’s received it from a
source and we should determine how to resolve that.

The department wants to ensure that students receive
timely and effective supports for their learning needs and that
the approach is consistent across the system. Back in 2019 —
and actually before the Auditor General’s report came out in
2019 — we were working on a review of special and inclusive
education, knowing that it was an area that needed
improvement in our school system and in our Department of
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Education. That work was supported by the report of the
Auditor General of Canada when they wrote part of their
recommendations. We have completely accepted those
recommendations, and we are working with a consultant who
is leading the review on inclusive and special education here in
the territory.

Ms. White: Every family with a child with special needs
experiences the education system differently. Some families
might be perfectly happy with the services that their child
receives, and their views should be included in this review.
Equally, families who have difficult experiences should also
have a voice in this evaluation process.

Surely, it is the point of this review to hear from all parties
involved on how to deliver the best inclusive education,
designed to meet the needs of individual children. Parents are
demanding to be heard. Will the minister change this course
and direct that parents have an opportunity to provide direct
feedback as part of this review?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1It’s not necessary to change the
course because what has been described by the member
opposite is exactly the plan going forward. The timeline for this
review has unfortunately been extended due to COVID-19 into
the 2020-21 school year. Obviously — perhaps not obviously
— let’s be clear: The consultant and the team of individuals
working on this intended to meet individually with parents,
students, families, and educators for the purposes of doing this
work. That simply is not possible. Travelling to the
communities is not advised. Travelling to face-to-face meetings
is not advised.

The extension will provide more time and opportunities to
safely connect and gather perspectives on these programs and
services from students, families, central administration and
school staff, Yukon First Nations, partners, and school
communities.

Ms. White: So, parents are not the only ones concerned
about the inclusive education review. The minister received a
joint letter last week from the Yukon First Nation Education
Directorate, the Yukon Teachers’ Association, Autism Yukon,
and LDAY. The letter states — and I quote: “The Yukon
Government’s planned complete and apparent avoidance of the
OAG recommendations as part of the current review is deeply
worrying and undermines the legitimacy and integrity of the
review.”

Those are very strong words from essential partners. What
immediate action will the minister take to get the inclusive
education review back on track?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The Department of Education, the
consultant who has been hired, the Auditor General of Canada,
the individual families, students, and professional educators all
agree that there is no point whatsoever in embarking on a
review of inclusive and special education that will not be
meaningful and real and bring about real change for the
experiences of these students. The extension that has been
given will provide more time and opportunities to safely
connect and to gather perspectives on these programs and
services from students — which are critical — from families —
absolutely critical — central administration and their

experiences, and school staff, Yukon First Nations, our
partners, and school communities.

This review and report will be used to frame a
collaboration with Yukon First Nations and our education
partners to respond to the feedback and the findings from this
review and to together develop next steps and actions to
improve and modernize these programs to more effectively
support student learning and outcomes, which is truly what this
is all about.

Question re: Government of Yukon borrowing limit

Mr. Cathers: As of March 31, 2017, the Yukon
government had $193.5 million in debt. What is the territory’s
current level of debt as of today?

Hon. Mr. Silver: | believe that the member opposite
asked this question during Committee of the Whole. I will look
back to see what the answer was at that time. I don’t have that
number in front of me.

Mr. Cathers: Most Yukoners would think that the
Finance minister should actually know what the territory’s debt
is. The Premier probably wishes that his past comments in the
House weren’t recorded, but he has many times told us that the
Liberals would not ask for our debt limit to be increased.

Let me just remind the Premier of his quotes when he
misleadingly told Yukoners that the Liberals would not
increase our debt limit. On October 24, 2017, he said — and |
quote: “Have we touched the debt cap? No. Do we want to? No,
we don’t want to. We want to make sure that we work inside of
our means...” On October 2, 2018, he said: “I’ll just say up
front that we’re not contemplating taking on any extra debt...”
He also said: “... I have said this a few times, but I don’t think
the member opposite is paying attention to it — that we are not
contemplating borrowing.”

Why would the Premier make these false claims when, in
fact, the Liberals were going to ask that the debt limit be
doubled?

Hon. Mr. Silver: | guess they are definitely out of
questions. They are asking the same question again — two
times in one day. We have talked in the Legislative Assembly
here. We have given numbers during Committee of the Whole.
| believe that the numbers | gave at that time — and | just have
to double-check if they are still accurate, but | assume they are:
Yukon Development Corporation at $157.8 million; Yukon
Hospital Corporation at $33.2 million; the Yukon Housing
Corporation at $2.7 million; and Yukon College at $1 million.
Again, with the members opposite, | have to make sure that |
have the most up-to-date information as far as what we’ve
borrowed so far.

We’ve talked about borrowing limits as well, and we’ve
talked about the fact that the members opposite — their
information is not, in fact, correct when he says that we secretly
went to Ottawa. We spoke about how we’ve talked in the
Legislative Assembly about that. We’ve also talked about how
we have these incredible green energy projects that are coming
into fruition. We hope to not increase our debt, but it’s good to
have that $800 million for things that Yukoners have told us are
extremely important to them, which is green energy. We will
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continue to work with First Nation governments and the federal
government as well. | spoke to the Prime Minister of Canada
about exactly this issue just yesterday in our phone call —
about how important it is that green energy projects are
recognized not only in Yukon, but by the federal government.

Mr. Cathers: It’s not very comforting that the Finance
minister has lost track of how much they’re borrowing. The
Premier tries to dismiss this as no big deal, but in fact, their
spending is a big deal.

The Premier’s hand-picked Financial Advisory Panel
actually made a recommendation about the territory’s debt
limit. They suggested that the territory’s debt limit be indexed
to 15 percent of the territory’s GDP. The panel’s report goes on
to point out that this would mean that the territory’s debt cap
should only increase to $485 million by 2020. I’1l table that part
of the report since the Premier seems to have conveniently
forgotten it.

Again, that’s the Premier’s own Financial Advisory Panel
suggesting that the debt cap only increase to $485 million, yet
the Premier secretly asked for it to be increased to $800 million.

Why did the Premier ignore his own independent Financial
Advisory Panel’s advice about getting the Liberals’ spending
under control?

Hon. Mr. Silver:  So, Mr. Speaker, again, | think that the
Financial Advisory Panel will be very pleased that we actually
got to a surplus — not a deficit, as the member opposite would
have you believe — a year ahead of schedule. It’s very
unscrupulous for the member opposite to try to confuse
Yukoners between a borrowing limit and an actual surplus. He
did the same thing when we were in Committee of the Whole
about debt anchors. We believe one of the best debt anchors is
to have a surplus compared to a deficit, but again, the member
opposite makes it seem like there is something else going on.

All the personal attacks aside from the member opposite
about my —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: 1 haven’t exactly heard personal attacks, no.
I’ve heard concerns raised about the competing narratives and
discharging duties in the minister’s capacity. So, you can sit

down, yes.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: Well, the last thing he said was “personal
attacks”.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Mr. Cathers: He also referred to quoting the Financial
Advisory Panel report as being “unscrupulous”, and I think that
counts as insulting language that is contrary to the Standing

The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of

Order 19(i).
Speaker: On the point of order, the Hon. Premier.
Hon. Mr. Silver: That’s not the unscrupulous part —

sorry.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: 1 don’t love “unscrupulous”. I’ll review that
with the Clerks-at-the-Table and return, if necessary.

Hon. Mr. Silver: My point being made is that we
increased a borrowing limit, but what we also did was balance
our budget into a surplus. We told Yukoners why we were
going for the increase in the borrowing limit, and we have
talked about that ad nauseum in the Legislative Assembly. We
have also made reference to the fact that most of the debt that
we currently have in the Yukon is because the Yukon Party
spent money that they didn’t have. They went out and increased
that debt. We have not — not to the rate that they had.

We have increased the limit — yes — but the members
opposite increased the limit as well. In 2009, the borrowing
limit was $300 million, up from $138 million. So, they
increased it at that time — more than doubling it. They also
increased it again in 2012. But, again, good for the goose — |
guess not good for the gander.

Question re: COVID-19 testing for children

Mr. Hassard: On September 23, the government
announced that it was exploring the possibility of offering
COVID-19 gargle tests for children in Yukon as opposed to
nasal swab tests. During the October 7 COVID-19 update, the
chief medical officer of health reported to Yukoners that the
gargle test would be available in Whitehorse in a matter of
weeks and throughout the territory after that. That was over two
months ago.

At that time, we were waiting on a supply of the tests. Can
the minister tell us: Have we received a supply of the tests yet
or not?

Hon. Ms. Frost: Throughout  our  response  to
COVID-19, we have taken an evidence-based approach to
testing. After receiving tests at the lab in British Columbia for
disease control — the goals that had been set in terms of
technology and the processes that have been established — we
are definitely taking advice from our chief medical officer of
health to determine which testing options are best suited for
Yukon.

The direction for testing is done in collaboration with the
chief medical officer of health. | would just like to acknowledge
that. The response for testing for all Yukoners is done in
collaboration and the best practices are done under the advice
and guidance of the chief medical officer of health.

Mr. Hassard: | was actually asking the minister about
the gargle test. | was hoping that she would have maybe had
some answers around that. | would think that this would be
more of a priority for the minister.

We have all seen an increased number of children getting
tested. Multiple daycares have closed while children of all ages
await results. We have also heard from parents that many
children really struggle with the nasal swabs, which is further
complicating getting kids tested. These gargle tests are
available throughout BC and have been rolling out across the
country.
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Can the minister tell Yukon parents when the gargle test
will be available to children here in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Frost:  What | can tell Yukoners is that Yukon
uses the gold standard test, which is processed through the BC
communicable disease centre. | appreciate the question around
children and childcare centres. Certainly, these are a key
priority for this government. Yukoners should know that the
advice that we take around testing and the best methods is under
the advice and guidance of the chief medical officer of health.
I would like to acknowledge the expertise in terms of the
testing, the epidemiology, and how we proceed with our
approach to COVID here in the Yukon. It is great work by the
team in terms of keeping Yukoners safe.

I know that we have had some concerns brought to our
attention. Those are discussions that are being had by the
experts. When the recommendations come with respect to
changes, certainly | would be happy to let Yukoners know the
approaches under the guidance and direction of the chief
medical officer.

Mr. Hassard: Unfortunately, we get a lot more words
but no answers to the question.

Let’s review this: In late September, the Liberal
government told Yukoners that they were looking at options for
this test. On October 7, we were told that these tests would be
available in — and I quote: “... a matter of weeks, not long.”
Then we were just waiting on a supply. Since then, multiple
jurisdictions have rolled these tests out. We know that many
Yukon kids are struggling with the nasal swabs and we know
that there is an alternative out there.

So, why, Mr. Speaker, isn’t this new kid-friendly test more
of a priority for this government?

Hon. Ms. Frost: | would like to take this time to advise
Yukoners that, in terms of testing methods and methodologies,
we certainly take the advice of the chief medical officer of
health, as we proceed. We are waiting at the moment for the
chief medical officer’s advice on when and if this test will be
implemented here and how it fits within Yukon’s overall testing
strategy.

The member opposite is not the expert, so | would rather
rely on the expertise of the medical professionals who are best
suited to give us the advice on the approaches — appreciating,
again, that we have a multitude of pressures. The chief medical
officer and the team are working as quickly as they can. They
are doing a very excellent job in providing supports to
Yukoners and keeping Yukoners safe, and that is what we have
to tell Yukoners. They are safe, the resources are there, and the
supports are in place to keep Yukoners safe. | am very proud of
that and | will keep standing up to say thank you to the experts
— thank you for the advice and the guidance on the practices
that we follow here in Yukon.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 358

Clerk: Motion No. 358, standing in the name of
Ms. White.

Speaker:
Kopper King:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon, under
the authority of the Civil Emergency Measures Act, to declare
a rent-increase moratorium until July 1, 2021.

It is moved by the Member for Takhini-

Ms. White: [ will just note that, at this point, I don’t have
the information that the Minister of Community Services tabled
and his cross-jurisdictional comparisons, so | am hoping that |
will have it for my closing statement.

I am happy to speak to this motion about preventing rent
increases until the end of June 2021.

We know that the pandemic has been difficult for a lot of
Yukoners, and part of my job is to question whether the
government is doing enough to support people.

I believe that this is our chance at helping folks with one
of their biggest monthly costs by preventing those costs from
being increased for at least a few months.

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order, please. Order.

The Member for Takhini-Kopper King has the floor. If
members wish to engage in useful conversations, they can take
those conversations outside of the Assembly. Thank you very
much.

Member for Takhini-Kopper King, please.

Ms. White: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

What | was saying before | was interrupted by members
across the way is that I believe that this is our chance at helping
folks with one of their biggest monthly costs by preventing that
cost from being increased for at least a few months.

It’s important to mention that this isn’t a permanent fix to
housing costs, nor is it a permanent solution to housing
availability. Government has recognized that rental housing in
the territory is so high that they introduced the Canada-Yukon
housing benefit as a way to offset housing costs.

In this motion, we’re not talking about creating more rental
housing because, realistically, that wouldn’t help anyone until
that housing was completed. We’re not talking about capping
rent prices, because we understand that such a concept can be
polarizing and ultimately we’re looking for support for tenants
right now and we don’t want to get into a value-based argument
about rent caps.

What we’re proposing will help folks directly as we keep
working to get through this pandemic together. Rent right now
is the biggest cost that many Yukoners have to pay each and
every month, and ensuring that this cost doesn’t increase during
a pandemic should be our priority in making life here more
affordable. That’s true at any given time, but it’s something we
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really need to be aware of right now because, for a lot of folks,
their working lives have changed. Some have lost their jobs,
and it’s possible that others aren’t working as many hours as
they used to.

Mr. Speaker, it’s too bad, because you can’t top up the
wages of folks who have lost their jobs. So, this is a way to help
them. It’s something we can do that says, “Hey, we see you,
we’re here for you, and we’re going to get through this
together.”

What we’re proposing isn’t new; it’s actually something
that a lot of other places have done. Across Canada, other
governments have announced that rent won’t be increasing well
into 2021 and even beyond. Just below us, in British Columbia,
they have frozen their rent increases until July 2021, and they
have capped the 2021 increases to 1.4 percent. In Ontario — as
I mentioned before — the Conservative government under
Doug Ford — not known as the most progressive of individuals
— has frozen their rent increases until December 2021.

There has also been a movement to establish how much
landlords can raise rent, but even a one percent increase in rent
can be hard to afford when you make less than $14 an hour. It’s
time that we follow the lead of others and do the same here in
Yukon.

Yukoners haven’t had it any easier than folks in other
places and we need to continue to help and support them in
whatever ways we can. This motion would create a little
stability for renters during this pandemic. It would mean that
the rent of Yukoners wouldn’t increase while we all get our
bearings on this whole thing.

We’re eight months into this. Things aren’t going back to
normal yet. We can’t even project when life as we knew it will
return. Many folks whose work realities have changed back in
March still haven’t recovered. We know that they will in time,
and this is a way to help bridge that gap with certainty.

A rent increase freeze or a moratorium, as the motion calls
it, will make it so that Yukoners don’t see the cost of one of
most basic needs go up. It’s important that we get this passed
because it means giving Yukoners some assurance that they’ll
be able to continue to afford what they need to live and that they
can count on the stability of their housing costs, at least until
the middle of next year.

So, that’s what we’re trying to do today. We want to ensure
that tenants don’t face increased costs of rent until July 1, 2021.
We want to support Yukoners who are struggling though this
pandemic by ensuring that rent doesn’t increase until July 1,
2021. | think we can do that.

We’ve asked that the minister look at doing this under the
Civil Emergency Measures Act because we believe that there is
a lot of flexibility there and we believe that this can help
Yukoners. | hope that we are able to do that today.

I believe it’s more accurate to say that what this motion
will do is make it so Yukoners can continue to afford to live
during this pandemic. | look forward to hearing from my
colleagues and | hope that we come to a successful resolution
on this.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: On December 1, | think we were in
debate here in Committee of the Whole on Community
Services and there was an exchange between me and the
Member for Takhini-Kopper King where we were talking about
this. She had raised questions about this as a possibility.

I said then, and I’1l say it again, that in order for me to try
to think about this, there are always steps that | would take to
begin with. The first step that I talked about trying to do was
getting a cross-jurisdictional look. I did table that this morning.
I will work to get a copy for the member opposite. That cross-
jurisdictional look just says, “What are other jurisdictions
doing?” I think that it is important to put it into the context as
well of: “What are we doing in terms of supports for folks
around rent?”

So, | will go over a little bit of what we have done so far,
and | will go over a little bit of what other jurisdictions are
doing. Then | also said that | would talk to various groups, and
I named two of them — the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition and
the Yukon Residential Landlord Association. | have not had an
opportunity to talk to those groups as of yet, but that is sort of
always where | would start. | had been hoping to hear whether
the member opposite had that opportunity yet. I didn’t hear that
in opening remarks — maybe in closing — we’ll see. I haven’t
had what | would call a full opportunity in order to try to look
at this question.

When COVID first hit and we were here in the Legislature
and we were debating the budget, one of the requests that came
from the Third Party was that we put in place eviction
protection. We agreed with that. | remember the Premier
coming to talk to me about how we could do it and the tools
that we would have at our disposal, because we hadn’t even
declared the state of emergency at that point. Noting that I can’t
put it in place without that state of emergency, we used a
regulation-making authority under the Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act and then later on updated and augmented it
through a ministerial order.

What we did was to say right away that, if someone had a
loss of income due to COVID-19 or if they were self-isolating,
we would protect them from being evicted. But we went
beyond that, Mr. Acting Speaker; we went and looked at how
to support Yukoners during this whole time. So, we came out
with a rent supplement program, and we also put in place the
update through the ministerial order — that if there were rent
arrears, there could be a period of time of deferral for paying
those rent arrears, and we did that through multiple calls with
some of those groups that | was talking about earlier.

There was a six-month rent deferral as well. There are
others who will talk about this, but the federal government
came out with programs to support folks — for example, the
civil emergency response benefit. We worked to make sure that
there was not a clawback under the civil emergency response
benefit during COVID-19. We put in place the minimum wage
top-up for low-income workers — essential workers on the
front lines. There was a series of ways that we went to support
and protect those people who might not have as much means at
their disposal.
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One of the things that | noted, by way of the motion, is that
— first of all, the suggestion was to use a ministerial order. |
have been criticized quite often about using ministerial orders
— that they are not an appropriate tool. | note that they are
exactly the tool that is under the Civil Emergency Measures
Act, that they are a good tool if it’s an emergency, and that they
are there to help protect and support Yukoners. The first
question here is: Is this an emergency? Well, yes, we’re within
the emergency, but | think that the pressure that was there at the
beginning of this pandemic is not necessarily the same pressure
that is being felt today.

| took some time to try to look back at the rent survey that
is put out by the Yukon Bureau of Statistics to try to see whether
rents had changed. Part of the conversation that’s before us
today came from an example that the Member for Takhini-
Kopper King cited — where there was someone whose
condominium rent had been going up very significantly — but
I have not yet seen that it is the norm that’s out there. I checked
in with the residential tenancies office to ask whether there was
any change in the types of files that they were working on
during COVID-19. The answer was no — that there had not
been an uptick. | looked at the Bureau of Statistics rent survey.
Unfortunately, the one that we’ll talk about — this past October
— is due out in the next month or so, so we don’t have that
information in front of us. But what | could see, up until the
early parts of the pandemic, was that rents had not changed
significantly over time, so I wasn’t sure whether there is a
demonstrated need around using a ministerial order. But as |
said earlier in debate, I’'m happy to try to do more groundwork
on this question to try to see whether there is an issue.

The final thing that | looked at when | saw the motion come
forward from the Member for Takhini-Kopper King was that it
gave this date of July 1. Well, the ministerial orders are in effect
while an emergency is in effect. We just extended the state of
emergency earlier this week and, as we did that, it’s an
extension. It can extend for up to 90 days, and then, if you need
to go further again, as we’ve debated often in this House lately,
you would then have to put in place an extension for that
through an order-in-council.

If | count July 1 and if we count the beginning of this week
on the extension of the state of emergency, we would need two
more extensions to get to July 1. I don’t know what’s going to
happen yet with the emergency. We’re hearing now about the
rollout of vaccines. That’s welcome news — even hopeful news
— and we’ll see where things are at, but I just note that, in the
way that the motion is worded, we would need to figure out
what is happening because the state of emergency — if it ceases
to exist, then so would the ministerial orders.

I believe in ministerial orders. | think that they are a good
tool, although part of the incongruity for me is to hear criticism,
generally, about ministerial orders and then, whenever | try to
ask for specifics, the only two that I’ve had so far are: “Please
introduce a ministerial order around online cannabis sales”, and
today, another around a moratorium on rent increases. | agree
that this is a worthy topic to look into, although | would want
to balance it out with this look on what the other aspects are for

the work that we’re doing to support Yukoners. I want to
continue to try to understand some of those questions.

Very quickly, and just looking at the other jurisdictions,
the two that I think currently have something in place right now
are British Columbia and Ontario, as the member opposite
noted. There was some early work by Nova Scotia and
Manitoba, but those have lapsed. It was earlier in the pandemic
when the situation was more extreme and more uncertain. Other
jurisdictions have not done this. So, there are, | guess, examples
of it across the country, but not everyone is doing it — that is
for sure. It’s not that most are doing it; in fact, there are a couple
of examples.

If we were going to do it, | think that the important thing
would be to do that analysis here, as I’ve said, and look at how
various groups would receive this and what impact it might
have on the Yukon. I haven’t yet understood whether the need
is there. The indicators to me are that, sure, we are in the
pandemic and there are pressures, but maybe they are being
dealt with by the wage top-up, maybe they are being dealt with
by the additional supports that are given through Social
Services, or maybe they are being dealt with through the Yukon
Housing Corporation. That is what I’m not sure of.

I was hoping to hear a little more from the Member for
Takhini-Kopper King about whether any of that work had
happened or about whether, in her investigations leading up to
this motion, she had more than that one example of the
condominium where the rent had gone up significantly.
Looking at this, | would want to try to understand that this
would be an important program broadly, because it is
significant to sit there and say that we are going to freeze rents.

Let me back up for amoment. When we were talking about
deferring rent, we had some very good conversations with the
Yukon Residential Landlord Association where we talked
about the risks that were out there for the community of renters.

We talked about the pressures that this might put on them
as landlords, because for some of them, it is their livelihood.
You want to be careful that you are not trying to affect their
income as well. So, | had productive conversations with the
Yukon Residential Landlord Association, and you may recall,
Mr. Acting Speaker, that when we came out with some of those
programs here, we actually had the Yukon Residential
Landlord Association writing a letter in support of that.

So, I think that this is all important work and | look forward
to further debate on the motion to just understand some of those
ongoing questions about sort of a broader sense of whether this
is the right solution for the situation that we have right now. But
I will continue to say — as | said in debate in Committee of the
Whole — | am happy to continue to follow up on it and look at
it, if that work hasn’t as yet happened.

Ms. Hanson: | intend to make my comments brief. | am
kind of disappointed. Actually, | am doubly disappointed with
the response | heard from the minister just now, because —
despite what the minister has said — yes, we appreciate and |
think that tenants do appreciate the notion of a rent deferral, but
a deferral is a delay. The reality is that, for many people — as
my colleague, the Member for Takhini-Kopper King has put it
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— the crunch is now. We are talking about trying to avoid more
debt or more people facing the possibility of not having a place
to live. We know that, in the Yukon — for people with middle
and lower incomes — the cost of your housing is above the 30-
perecent threshold that we would say is acceptable.

| had hoped that the minister might have approached this
through a lens of social justice. |1 know that he referenced the
Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition, and | know that he has
supported the work of that entity — that body — over the years,
but to equate the power base and the constituents represented
by the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition and the landlord
association — those are very different.

Consider this, Mr. Speaker: Under the law as it stands
today, a landlord can increase the rent once a year by any
amount. My colleague has said that she’s not asking this
government to consider a cap on rent; she’s simply saying that
there be no increase — a delay, a moratorium — until we have
sorted it out.

Now, if the minister was sincere and serious in his response
to wanting to assist ordinary citizens to survive this very
uncertain period, and if he was concerned about the use and the
reference to the Civil Emergency Measures Act, then he could
have simply said — as we have seen many times in this
Legislative Assembly every time opposition members —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,
on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1 would just like to point out Standing
Order 19(g): “(g) imputes false or unavowed motives...” The
comment was made that, if the minister — | believe, to
paraphrase — was sincere about his actions — and so | believe
that this is imputing false motives. My sense is that the minister
is very sincere about the work that he’s doing and that he does
care about those folks, and he’s giving a data-based argument
here.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: My gut reaction, right now, is that it’s a dispute
among members and that it’s a different narrative and
characterization of approaches that could be taken, but I will
review Hansard and return, if necessary.

The Member for Whitehorse Centre, please.

Ms. Hanson: As | was saying — | was trying to point
out that the opportunity — the power — as the minister has
demonstrated in the past, if he hasn’t liked something that has
been put forward by the opposition — and in every instance,
the government has — they have come forward with
amendments to what has been put forward by opposition
members in this Legislative Assembly. I think that we would
have welcomed that. We would have welcomed something that
indicated a recognition by this government that the playing
field is not level and that recognized that there is a need to
prevent what we see as rent evictions.

I will note that, in addition to the actions taken by BC and
Ontario, Nova Scotia— I think it’s November 20 — they called
it a “rent eviction action”, which put a control — and the
Premier in Nova Scotia basically described it — they’re not
allowing any increases of more than two percent.

Now, we’re not asking for a cap, but we also recognize —
and the minister has recognized — that it’s very plausible and
it’s legal for increases of two percent, 10 percent, 20 percent,
or 30 percent. As we see the squeeze increase in this town for
available, affordable rent, those pressures increase. Maybe he
doesn’t travel in circles where that’s happening, but it’s a
reality.

So, the motion that was put forward was an attempt to get
a reflection from this House that we recognize that not
everybody can afford adequate housing. Not everybody has
access to it. The playing field is not level. There are those who
own and those who don’t and those who rent from those who
own.

We’re simply saying that, for a period — now, it could be
an extension to match the current order that’s under CEMA.
The government has many ways of enacting this. We’re not
government, Mr. Speaker; we’re the opposition. The minister
has many, many, many skilled professional advisors who can
assist him with coming up with an equitable approach to
addressing this very real situation.

It’s not up to the minister individually to come up with
these resolutions. Maybe the minister hasn’t figured this out yet
— he has many skilled professionals who are able to advise him
if he gives that direction. That’s what we’re looking for. That’s
what we’re looking for from this government — to give the
direction in order to create a fair environment and an equitable
environment. We want to make sure that people are not going
to be forced out.

So, we’re prepared to say that there will be no increases for
a period of time until we get through this awful period of time
and until we get through to where the light is shining on the
other side. Right now, it’s not. We may see vaccines, but the
announcements we’ve heard this week for the rollout of
vaccines in the Yukon is not until well into the new year. The
minister knows that. So, why would he even suggest that things
would become the new normal in January, February, and
March? It’s not going to happen.

I guess we could hope for better. My colleague and | will
continue to hope for better. Unfortunately, today is not one of
those days that we will see that hope realized. It is sad and so it
is kind of disappointing — very disappointing. It is not just
“kind of” — it is disappointing. I can’t say much more about it
because, really, it will just be another one of those Wednesdays
where the government says, “Disagree”. That is unfortunate.
What they are saying is that they disagree with the lived reality
of a lot of Yukon citizens.

Ms. Van Bibber: | am pleased to respond to this motion
on behalf of the Yukon Party.

As we all know, the Yukon is facing challenging economic
times as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. We have seen a
huge hit to our tourism industry and the many businesses that
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rely on visitors to the territory. We have seen our hospitality
sector — which depends on Yukoners getting out and about
and, more importantly, getting together — take a huge hit. This
has been going on for months, and we are starting to see the
impacts that are taking hold as businesses rely on the holiday
season to cap off their year. They are unlikely to make it
through.

All of this means that Yukoners will be losing their jobs
and losing their income. Of course, the situation has not
impacted all Yukoners equally. As we know, some Yukoners
have been hit harder than others. We believe that it is important
that the different levels of government that are providing relief
to citizens recognize this. Earlier this year, when all levels of
government were scrambling to respond to the emergency
pandemic, policy-makers rightly chose speed and generosity
over effectiveness and accuracy when they were developing
their relief programs.

The programs like CERB, for example, were policies and
programs that were to get money into Canadian pockets
quickly. It was not designed to necessarily get it there just to
those who qualified or needed it. While it may have met a
certain need at the time, it will certainly have consequences
when tax time rolls around.

Now, when we turn to this motion, we note that we
certainly agree with the intent. We know that some Yukon
renters are facing difficulty at this time. We know that some
Yukon renters need support, and we certainly support different
levels of government working together to provide them with the
support that they need to get through this, but we do have some
concerns about the policy prescription contemplated in this
motion.

Rather than limit what landlords and property owners can
charge for the use of their property, we wonder if providing
direct support to renters who need it may be the better option.

We also note that this motion is silent on the impact that
this will have on the landlords and property owners. It is easy
to dismiss property owners, but the reality is that they are
Yukoners too and, in many cases, depend on the income from
their properties to provide for their families.

Throughout this pandemic, the cost for property owners
has not stopped rising. We have seen taxes go up. We have
heard that insurance has become a real problem for many
property owners, and insurance costs are rising dramatically.
Condo rates are increasing very dramatically as well. All of the
fixed costs associated with owning property have been going
up, despite the challenging economic times that we all face.

So, | do worry about this going without also providing
support to those who have costs increasing endlessly under the
Liberals. We are concerned about offering support for one
group of Yukoners at the expense of another group of
Yukoners. It just doesn’t seem fair and equitable, so we need to
consider supporting both sides of this.

We support the intent and the efforts to date by all
governments to assist Yukoners and businesses. We believe
that we need to make sure that we strike that balance so that we
aren’t leaving any folks behind.

Hon. Ms. Frost:  As the Minister responsible for the
Yukon Housing Corporation, certainly homes and shelter are
always on the top of my mind. We know that Yukoners across
the housing continuum face a variety of circumstances,
especially during a worldwide pandemic. We work hard to
provide Yukoners with a variety of housing solutions to meet
their needs. My colleague, the Minister of Community
Services, highlighted some of what we have done here in the
Yukon, with the efforts around the eviction protection, rent
supplement program, rent deferrals, no clawback on CERB,
and the minimum wage top-up. Significant work and effort
have been put into place to ensure that we provide the necessary
supports to Yukoners during this very difficult time.

I acknowledge that the previous COVID-19 rent assist
program that went directly to landlords presented some
challenges. | note the comments that were just made in terms of
direct support needs to go to the renters. That consideration has
been taken into advisement as we look at the early
announcements, so we perhaps have learned some things from
that. We know that the pretext to raise rent — that we form
some relationships with the landlords and, of course, the
tenants. Now what we essentially have done with dealing with
the rent assist is — the resources are going directly now to the
renters. The program for relief is there. We’ve learned from the
infancy of the program and made some adjustments.

The new Canada-Yukon housing benefit that was just
launched last month goes directly to the tenant with this
program. Landlords are not informed whether their tenant is
receiving financial assistance. This ensures that the privacy of
the tenant is respected and that they continue to live and pay
their rent in dignity.

With that, under the Canada-Yukon housing benefit and
depending on household income or the size of the family,
applicants can receive $200, $400, $600, or $800 per month,
which is paid directly to the tenant. There are supports in place.
The program is available to Yukon households that make less
than the affordable housing income limit, which is $103,000 in
gross household income per year.

From the data that | received this morning, 92 households
are using the Canada-Yukon housing benefit. This means that
our Liberal government has already assisted 92 households,
alleviating anxieties related to keeping a roof over their heads
during this very difficult time.

Under the Residential Landlord and Tenant Act, a landlord
cannot increase the rent during the first year. If the landlord
wants to increase the rent, they need to give 90 days’ notice
prior to the increase.

Lastly, it can only happen once every year. The motion up
for debate seems to imply that Yukon landlords are exploiting
the pandemic to raise rents at the expense of vulnerable tenants.
I just want to assure Yukoners that we are certainly keeping
those things in mind as we look at our programs as we roll them
out, ensuring equity and fairness.

As the Minister responsible for the Yukon Housing
Corporation, | asked the member opposite to share with us
some evidence, perhaps, with the work that has been done so
that we can help Yukoners and alleviate some of the situations.
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Yukoners have been grappling with housing challenges now for
more than a decade. There are many factors involved. The
remedy brought forward by the opposition is not something
new. I see that it is something that we’ve been confronted with
for quite a long time. We have made significant efforts on this
side of the House to address housing pressures across the
Yukon, looking at providing supports to struggling Yukoners
with the relief that they certainly need, ensuring that those are
put in place.

[ would venture to say that it wouldn’t be very effective for
Yukoners if we only just deal with the one issue now. We have
been dealing with it for quite some time and taken multiple
approaches in addressing the challenges that we’ve seen. We
have worked with our partners, we are responsive, and we
continue to bring tangible solutions to Yukoners, not blanket
orders with an arbitrary time frame. We want to work with
Yukoners to address many of the challenges that they are
confronted with.

We have done a number of really great, innovative things
in terms of quick, timely action to the pandemic and some of
the stresses experienced from the pandemic, such as loss of
jobs, perhaps, and deferring rent and of course ensuring that
there was a rent supplement in place. | would just give a shout-
out to Yukon Housing Corporation for the great work that
they’re doing. We will keep moving, working for Yukoners,
working in the best interests of Yukoners, and finding concrete
solutions that actually make a difference at the end of every
month. We will continue to do that here on this side of the
House — working with our partners to ensure a fair and
equitable environment for all Yukoners.

We are always learning. As | indicated earlier, we had the
first tranche of initiatives that went out and we have made some
adjustments, having learned from that, and we look forward to
further discussion.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  In opening the debate, one of the things
that | really wanted to listen to — which | did — was what
information we are going to have to substantiate this policy
decision. Was there going to be some data shared with us?
Would the Leader of the Third Party talk about some
discussions that she had with constituents? Would she reflect
on discussions that she might have had with other organizations
concerning this particular case, where we’re talking about not
increasing rent for six months? Because | think — | would hope
— that the Leader of the Third Party was coming with a policy
decision to try to fix a particular problem, and the particular
problem, | thought, was the fact that there were some people in
a situation where they were maybe behind on rent — or there
was some due diligence done in that sense.

We didn’t get any of that information. Also, her colleague
got up and spoke. What we did hear were comments such as
that her colleague was “very disappointed” because of the
comments from the minister and she had “hoped for better”,
and the reason that we should do this is so we can reach out to
people and say, “Hey, we see you” is the other piece.

That’s great, and from a sentimental standpoint, I think it
makes a lot of points. What | was hoping for was that we were

going to debate the fact that, right now, there are a number of
individuals who are potentially behind in rent payments, and
we were going to substantiate that. I’m not saying that this may
not be the case, but it was not put forward.

The member opposite — every two weeks, the opposition
has the opportunity to come forward with a motion, and so
weeks of opportunity to make phone calls, build a case for this,
and to bring it up more than what we saw. We found out last
night that this was going to be called, and so what I did was |
made phone calls last night and | spent the morning reaching
out to people, trying to find out if this is a real issue at this
particular time.

The other thing that the motion does — it just gives a
blanket. It says that, under the authority of the civil emergency,
we declare a rent-increase moratorium. So, not clarified in the
preamble and not clarified in the motion — | assume that this
is rent for everybody. That would be both residential as well as
commercial rent, which, if it is tabled on the floor, is what |
believe to be accurate.

So, we certainly appreciate that COVID-19 is having great
impacts here in the Yukon and across the board for individuals,
families, businesses, and not-for-profits. Our government has
been working extremely hard to implement programs and
ministerial orders to support in every way that we can. Right
now, what we are seeing — there was some information that
was shared from other jurisdictions. What was tabled this
morning, | think, was just information that is publicly available.
I think that most jurisdictions right now, in most cases, are in a
bit of a different situation.

Our unemployment rate, first of all — if we’re talking
about what are the real data points — as of last week was
4.2 percent, and we compare it across the country. I think Nova
Scotia, which was reflected, is even two points higher than that,
and then you go up. That comparison is apples to apples across.

The latest statistical information that | saw is that we have
900 people currently who are unemployed, and so the member
opposite reflected on that. There are people who are out there
and they might not be working full time. Their incomes may
have come down. My colleagues have talked about the
multitude of programs from two levels of government that have
offset some of those pressures, but in this particular case, we
were talking about 900 people who are unemployed.

Now, 900 people unemployed right now looking for work
is the same number of people who were unemployed at this
time one year ago. If it is a point where it is such a compression
right now that we’re looking at, why did the members opposite
in 2015, when there were 1,300 people out of work on average,
or in 2016, when there were more — there were actually more
people in difficult positions in 2015 and 2016 than there are
right now as we go through the COVID process. Not only that,
we are looking at the 1,400 — and | will say that | might have
to clarify this. | have reached out to the department. | read a
piece of information a month ago — a couple of weeks ago, at
the earliest — and we had 1,400 jobs that | thought were
available to folks. Now, that might not be where they want to
work. I know that there were lots of places where | have worked
but where | did not want to work, but I did that because, at the
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time, | had to pay my rent, | had to pay my mortgage, or | had
to pay my bills.

In the current situation, we have 1,400 jobs — that was put
out there — that are available. | think that the average rate is
about $18.80, which is just under $19. Members opposite, over
and over, have come and said, “Look — what are we looking
at from a living-wage perspective?” Those numbers are quite
close, as | remember, and we have 900 people.

So, we have more jobs available right now than we have
folks unemployed. We have the same number unemployed —
last year, in October or November, with the same situation, we
did not have the NDP come forward and say, at this point —
s0, it does make good sense.

Do you know what it is? I believe that I’'m hearing from
the Yukon Party that they are also in agreement that this, as it’s
tabled — they talked a little bit about maybe some other work
that could be done, and they may table an amendment to this to
reflect on their thoughts. But right now, my sense is that, if the
Yukon Party and our government vote this down — what this
is really about is: “We’re nice; you’re mean” — and that’s what
it’s about. “We’re the ones who care; you don’t care” and this
is about going out and saying, “Hey, we see you.” At the end
of the day, you have to have a mix of actually making some
policy decisions based on data points as well.

So, what has happened? | have reached out to landlords and
talked to them last night and today, and some of the challenges
— first of all, in some cases, their costs have gone up. | know
that the member opposite from the Yukon Party said that some
of these are Liberal costs. | think that, at the municipal level,
there have been increases in cost. In some of those cases, | have
called to the member opposite’s own riding and called people
who are owners of trailer parks.

Do you know what they’re finding? In some cases, the
tenants who are there are not behind. In one case, there was one
tenant — they are not going to reveal who that is, but there was
one tenant who had to pay the rent. They had been working with
that individual to ensure that they have the opportunity to pay
the rent at this time.

So, again, what we’re seeing is, from a residential
standpoint — then | called the Whitehorse chamber and said,
look — I know that the Leader of the Third Party — if they’re
going to go and do their homework and come in with this, they
are going to make a call. They’re going to probably call the
Whitehorse chamber because the Whitehorse chamber would
be a great spot to speak with, because it would give you a sense
— this is, as the Member for Porter Creek North said — we’re
talking about all Yukoners, not just people who are renting, but
the people who have saved their money, invested in an asset,
and now they’re renting it out. Folks may just say that they are
sitting up high on a hill because they have it.

Look — for anybody who has rented a space, it’s also a
tough ride sometimes. You have individuals who come in and
sometimes they’re not respectful of your place. It doesn’t
matter what socio-economic background they are coming from
— sometimes that’s just the situation.

So, reaching out and talking to the Yukon Residential
Landlord Association — but also talking to the chamber

because they have done a tremendous amount of work. They
have a subcommittee that focuses on this — Mr. Hartling —
and in those cases, no contact from the NDP on this one.

Again, coming in with a good argument, it hits most
people. At the door during an election — to be able to walk up
to someone’s door and say, “You know what? I tried to make
sure that there was a rent freeze, but the other folks voted it
down.” So, just picking pieces of information — I’m sure that
it would make great fodder: “The Yukon Party and the Liberals
don’t care about you, but I care about you.” Well, you know
what? It doesn’t hold weight. The work wasn’t done.

I urge the member opposite to reach out to the chamber,
have a sit-down, put some information together, and maybe
reach out to folks as well, and then bring it back. It would
change the discussion, Mr. Speaker. It would change the
discussion if we walked in here today and it was based on the
things that are happening.

On the commercial side, that’s another story. I also took
some time this morning and last night to start reaching out. The
commercial side, which also would be encompassed in this —
we are not seeing delinquency. The reason that we are not is
because we put the business relief program in place. At the start,
we had 500 businesses that received those dollars. That money
flowed through so all the rents were paid. We ensured that we
put in a foundational piece of policy that could support all of
those other businesses. If folks went out, maybe took their life
savings and had a building, and they were renting it to two small
business owners — what ended up happening was that those
small business owners could continue to have their space and
pay their rent.

I think that this motion maybe would have been more
focused and been better — because what we are doing now is
that we are saying to all of the individuals out there on the
commercial side of things, which are still seeing a potential
increase in the costs that they have to spend to the municipality
for the services that are paid — in some cases, as the Member
for Porter Creek North touched on, we are seeing some
challenges with insurance that has gone up — and definitely for
strata title buildings and for others. So, you’re in a position
where those costs are escalating, but we are coming in — |
think, on that side — to solve a problem that doesn’t exist with
this particular motion.

The Member for Whitehorse Centre can laugh, but what
I’m saying is that I have made the calls and done the work that
they didn’t do. What I found is that I haven’t had one case in
those discussions where we’re seeing people falling behind
because of COVID when it comes to commercial. She can
mock or laugh, but spend some time, make some phone calls,
and do some work before you bring it in and have that
discussion.

I think that it’s important, as I touched on, to speak to these
individuals and understand what the impacts would be to the
landlords, which has not been touched on. First, | think the
question that we need to ask is: What evidence is there to
support the moratorium on rent increases? There was absolutely
zero evidence presented to us today other than to make us feel
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like we’re the bad people and the folks across the way are the
only people who care.

Are the supports already in place and not doing what
they’re intended to do? I think those supports that we’ve put in
place have been very — one of the senior folks just said to me
today that, from a public policy perspective, the business relief
program — the way that money has impacted our community
and how it’s ensured that we’re shoring up so many different
areas — whether it be paying their bills to utilities or it has to
do with ensuring their relationship with financial institutions
was still in place or the fact that they were making sure that
others who provide services to them have that money.

What are businesses hearing from their employees? Is it a
factor? In recruitment, what are business owners faced with in
terms of their rental costs? What are landlords’ perspectives?
I’m not sure. What are the large numbers of tenants to fall?

Again, what we are asked today is to walk in and put six
months in place — and | don’t want to reflect on everything
that came from the Whitehorse chamber, but what | would say
is that I think it’s worth it for folks to have a call. That particular
call — I think it’s just to speak to them and have a discussion
about their prerogative and some of the things that they’re
seeing and the rental market that’s here. As we also touched on,
when you think about the different federal programs — I’m not
going to analyze the effectiveness of them, but | think that, in
most cases, we saw increases for central workers in some cases
here, and we talked a bit about it. We also talked about CERB
and other programs that have been available.

I’m just trying to figure out why this time right now —
based on COVID — but when we go back and we actually look
and reflect on the information that we have and we dig into it
— if it’s about the fact that, just in general, that — as touched
on — the rent is just, overall within the community and the
territory, at this particular level and because that rent is high,
we should do it. I don’t believe that is where you want to use
the Civil Emergency Measures Act because | think the Civil
Emergency Measures Act is actually pertaining to what’s
happening around COVID, not because of significant growth,
not because of the population increase — not because of all
those other things — the many things — that are driving some
pressure on rental.

As well, one of the comments that was made was that this
could potentially signal to folks that maybe they shouldn’t
make an investment into building more rental units. I’m not
saying that’s correct; I’'m just saying that’s what was said today.
Maybe that’s how folks would approach that.

The comments were — what does this do to a free market,
when you’re seeing the lack of available rental housing in the
marketplace? What does this look like for the economics of
building market rentals? We should also consider what has
happened in other jurisdictions and the caps piece — and the
member opposite did touch on that and said that it’s contentious
— I’m going to leave that — on increases, compared to what
happens here in the Yukon. I'm curious to see how regularly
landlords implement rent increases.

I also went back 20 years the other day — because |
listened to the member opposite on pad rental increases and

how much they were jumping and what was happening. It did
seem accurate when I heard that, and it wasn’t accurate,
because I used to pay it. I listened a lot in the House about the
member opposite — and | appreciate the work that she does on
behalf of her constituents, but sometimes, actually having made
that investment myself — having lived at 27-7 Prospector Road
— I don’t know of anybody else, but I at least have that
experience. I don’t know if the member opposite had paid any
pad rent previous to this or understood what that relationship
was, but actually, the relationship with the landlord at the time
was great. The increases were very low, going back — and |
believe — and | think | have it — about $150 was what | was
paying for my pad rent. In most cases, people were very flexible
with me.

I knew what | was getting into. | have listened to this
argument for three or four years from the member opposite. |
knew what | was getting into. It was an opportunity for me. |
had a pad rent | had to pay, but it was also an opportunity for
me to build equity, which I did. There are many, many former
— the leader of the NDP had lived around the corner from me
previously, just in that area — and lots of different business
owners. What a great place to go in and have — | knew what |
was getting into and I knew that I couldn’t move the asset,
because there was nowhere to move the asset to, but | knew that
it was a flexible way for me to build some equity as a young
individual and then be able to transfer that.

I always thought that the pad rental increments were fair. |
think that it’s a good discussion.

I think, hopefully — the Third Party probably won’t agree
with anything | said, but | do believe that we can agree that
there is a bit of a lack of information, other than it is — | guess
I can leave it at that — it’s based on feeling and sending a
message. I don’t know how many people we’re sending the
message to. | think, for one member or for one party, they will
have an opportunity to go out on the street and tell that they’ve
done it — but again, it doesn’t seem to me that the policy work
was done and the background was done.

Some of the folks, | think too — I didn’t have a chance to
reach out to the Anti-Poverty Coalition, and | apologize; |
didn’t. The member opposite may have and in closing remarks
could reflect — maybe the Anti-Poverty Coalition has said,
“Look, besides the compression, we have this many people
right now who we’re hearing...” — and it could be in the
closing remarks. | appreciate that. So, they’ll be there and we’ll
have a bit of a sense, at least, from there.

Even with that being said, | also believe — other than the
anecdotal information, I think that it’s important to reach out to
others on this particular topic and just to do the work before it’s
brought forward — something this significant where it’s just a
carte blanche policy decision.

Speaker: Isthere any further debate on Motion No. 358?

If the member now speaks, she will close debate.

Does any other member wish to be heard on debate of
Motion No. 358?
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Ms. White: 1 have to say that I'm extremely
disappointed but not surprised by the government’s response to
this motion. They’ve done nothing to bring more protection for
tenants through their whole mandate, so it would be surprising
if they would start today.

Actually, there was one exception: They did bring in a
three-month ban on evictions at the start of the pandemic. But
it’s important to note that they only did that after the Yukon
NDP made it a condition to pass their budget with little
oversight.

The minister flagged concerns with the date and his issue
with the date of July 1 is irrelevant. Obviously, if the civil
emergency doesn’t last until Julyl — wouldn’t that be
fantastic? — then the order would be void.

The minister asked — and I’ve heard it from two ministers
now — if I’ve talked to the landlord association and the Anti-
Poverty Coalition. You know what, Mr. Speaker? | have
spoken to tenants. | continue to hear from tenants. They are the
people right now who need the help. Sometimes | ask myself if
the minister and | live in different worlds. Landlords in
Whitehorse have seen their property value increase in the last
calendar year. Will they make it through this pandemic? I think
that they will. Tenants right now who are facing hundreds of
dollars in rent increases are at risk of losing their homes in the
middle of a pandemic. They are the ones who need the help.
The fact that the minister is asking if the situation is an
emergency shows how disconnected he is from the reality of
tenants.

The minister says that he went and asked the residential
tenancies office if the situation has changed and if anyone has
come forward with these concerns, and he said no. | am not
surprised, because in the very real example that | used — and
it wasn’t a condo association, actually; it was someone who
rents an apartment. When we were going through the notice of
their rent increase, we talked about the possibility of going to
the residential tenancies office. I said, “Well, the reality is that
this is legal. You are being given three months’ notification.
They can increase your rent to whatever they want.”

It is super fascinating that the Minister of Energy, Mines
and Resources and of Economic Development said that | have
been silent on it. If he had gone back to the debate in 2012
between the Minister of Community Services of the day and
me, | actually tried to amend the legislation at the time. If
anyone was to read through that, they would understand the
pain of that debate. It was not pleasant. To be honest, it was
hard. | am also the first one to say that | did not realize all the
mistakes in that legislation until they started to come forward.

| appreciate that the Minister of Economic Development
lived in a trailer park and he talked about the rent. Well, in
Prospector Trailer Court, it’s now $395 per month if you pay in
the first three days. It is not surprising that the landlord and
tenants board has not seen any changes, because nothing has
changed; that is the problem. Landlords are able to increase the
rent by however much they want once every 12 months. It is
not illegal. I have said that it is not illegal. Is it right to increase
someone’s rent by 30 percent, 40 percent, 50 percent, or
100 percent? That’s a matter of opinion. I believe that I have a

different opinion than others. Why would the residential
tenancies office hear about it? Well, the truth of the matter is
that they wouldn’t, because it is totally legal.

So, to wrap it up, Mr. Speaker, | think it is interesting,
because this government is refusing to take action to protect
tenants, which makes them no better than the Yukon Party,
which also ignored the concerns from tenants during its 15
years of power.

Yukon laws allow for unlimited annual rent increases, and
today, neither the minister nor government members have
explained why they think that this is appropriate. We don’t
think that there are any circumstances that justify such large
rent increases, but it is important to note, despite the fact that |
was accused that | was going to tank the rental housing market,
that our motion wasn’t even asking to put a permanent end to
rent increases. It wasn’t even asking for a calendar year. All
that our motion did was to ask to put a hold on rent increases
until July — six and a half months. That is what | was asking
for. That is all we’re asking for. Let tenants get through the
pandemic without being at risk of losing their homes because
of rent increases, and the government has said no. It is too bad.

There is a quote on my wall that | am going to end with
because, when people are facing this right now, tenants — if
they choose to read Hansard or choose to listen to Hansard —
will figure out where we stand. When they look back at the time
in the middle of a pandemic when their rents increase
substantially — they will look back and they will remember
that it was this government that left them at that point.

So, | have this quote on my wall because sometimes we
have talked about the challenges of this job. We do; we have
talked about it. It says, “Hope has two beautiful daughters.
Their names are Anger and Courage — anger at the way things
are, and courage to see that they do not remain as they are.”

I live forever in hope, but I am not without anger or
courage.

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker: Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Silver: Disagree.
Hon. Ms. McPhee: Disagree.
Hon. Ms. Frost: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Pillai: Disagree.
Mr. Adel: Disagree.

Mr. Hutton: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Streicker: Disagree.
Mr. Gallina: Disagree.

Mr. Kent: Disagree.

Mr. Cathers: Disagree.

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree.
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Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree.

Ms. McLeod: Disagree.

Ms. White:  Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are two yea, 14 nay.

Speaker: The nays have it. | declare the motion
defeated.

Motion No. 358 negatived

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that
the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Hutton): Committee of the Whole will now
come to order.

The matter before the Committee is continuing general
debate on Vote 53, Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.

Bill No. 205 — Second Appropriation Act 2020-21 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 53, Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources, in Bill No. 205, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2020-21.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Energy, Mines, and Resources —
continued

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Again, | just want to thank the officials
for coming back in to support, Deputy Minister Paul Moore,
and Assistant Deputy Minister Shirley Abercrombie. Really, at
this point, | think that we were having some discussions
yesterday. We are limited in our time and it’s probably best to
just cede the floor to the member opposite and get into the
questions and answers.

Mr. Kent: | too would like to welcome the officials who
are here to support the minister for the afternoon and the
discussions we are having.

As the minister mentioned, we had very limited time
yesterday afternoon to talk about some of the issues in Energy,
Mines and Resources.

We left off talking about forestry. A couple of questions
that | had, just skimming through the Blues, on end of day,
yesterday — I guess we’ll start with the southeast Yukon forest
management plan or forestry plan.

The minister had said that — and he can correct me if I’'m
mistaken — there has been recent outreach to the new chief and
administration of the Liard First Nation. | think he said it was
within the last couple of weeks, so I’'m curious on the timing —
if he has any timing on when the transfer payment agreement
that he talked about might be signed off on and if he can provide
us with the amount of that transfer payment agreement.

Building on that, when can we expect to see a southeast
Yukon forestry plan developed?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: A little bit more context around that
question concerning southeast Yukon. The forest resources
management plan, which is what we’re talking about — this is
the TPA that would help fund this work. Management plans
provide certainty for Yukon’s land base, identify sustainable
forest ~management practices, and foster economic
opportunities for Yukoners.

We work closely with the First Nations to plan how to
manage our forests and have collaborated on management plans
for the Whitehorse, Southern Lakes, Haines Junction, Dawson,
and Teslin regions. The Whitehorse and Southern Lakes
forestry management plans have been approved by the
Government of Yukon, as well as two of the three First Nation
governments. Final approval will hopefully occur in the next
few weeks.

I’m going to focus on that — that’s really around the
southern lakes. The member opposite would also probably have
worked on this one. One First Nation — we’re just waiting on
a signature. Three First Nations are involved in that work, and
two nations have signed off.

I have had positive conversations with the chief of the First
Nation that has not. There were some concerns on how that
policy may affect some other work that they have been doing.
I think we have done a good job of being able to alleviate any
of those concerns.

A forest resources management plan for southeast Yukon
is top priority for Government of Yukon forest management
branch. The member opposite is correct.

I had sent a letter that was built by the forest management
branch in Energy, Mines and Resources really communicating
to Liard First Nation that we feel that this is a priority for us
and that it’s important for us to begin that work. I said a couple
weeks — and I'll stick with that. Sometimes two days feel like
two weeks. | know the member opposite would understand. |
think, without going back — I didn’t check last night. I think
it’s within the last couple of weeks that the letter went out.

Again, | think there are a couple other important things just
to touch on about southeast Yukon. As | remember, we still
have — I’ll have to get the amount on what the TPA is. I was
just saying that my correspondence really reflected on the fact
that there is a transfer payment agreement ready to go. | think
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that there were some early conversations. | believe that what
has happened now is that the branch has gone back and made
sure that it is going to meet the work plan that is being discussed
by both parties. Concerning this, Liard First Nation voiced an
interest in establishing a forestry table to address forestry
concerns at a government-to-government level and indicated
that they would like to move forward with a forest management
planning contingent on funding arrangements to support
participation in the process.

Discussions are underway. Once a funding agreement is
finalized — so there could be some edits to the original TPA
that we had built. There are new elected officials there.
Government of Yukon can initiate and collaborate on forestry
resources management planning.

As required under the Forest Resources Act, the
establishment of a forest resources management plan requires
consultation with First Nations that have overlapping
traditional territories within the proposed planning boundary,
which also includes Kaska Nation, both settled and unsettled
First Nations, as well as transboundary. We will have
correspondence. In that area, there are a few different nations
that have assertion that we’ll have to speak to.

I’m just going to take a quick look through my notes. We
still have a pretty substantial amount of available fibre that can
be harvested there. I think that it’s important just to touch on
that. My recollection — in my last briefing with the Forestry
branch — was that the amount that was allotted, permitted —
and | think it was directly with the development corporation for
Liard First Nation — First Kaska — that there was a pretty
significant amount of wood that could be cut. I think that we
still weren’t hitting that total amount. It’s important to note that,
as | remember, there still was an ability for some wood to be
harvested there.

The member opposite touched on it before. There is wood
across the border. There have been some folks in the Kaska
Nation who have been cutting and selling to Yukon. They
would be permitted by the BC government to do that. | think
what happens is that they get checked when they stop here. |
believe that the permits get reviewed at weigh stations or
something along those lines, and then they move in.

Overall, some of our most substantial harvesters are still
coming out of Watson Lake. There are a couple of
entrepreneurs who have been pretty key to ensuring that there
is a wood supply in the Yukon — more on the side of firewood
— and so there’s quite a bit of wood coming up.

Members opposite have made it known that there is a long
history of entrepreneurs who work in that field in Watson Lake.
The chamber from Watson Lake has reached out to me. We
talked a little bit about it in Question Period. They wanted to
meet with me directly. | am committed to doing that. We have
essentially been going seven days a week, and that’s what will
happen until December 22. | am just working with our staff to
make sure that they know that | can go down and have that
meeting. [ was hoping to have it before Christmas. I don’t know
if I will get down on December 23. It might happen in early
January, but that conversation is really about — the chamber

really wants to know what the plan is because it is a very
significant part of the economy in Watson Lake.

As well, there was interest previously — we touched on it
yesterday — about some of the fires from two years ago that
took place on the Robert Campbell Highway. There was
interest at that particular point. It was still early. We were still
dealing with smoldering fibre at that particular time. It wasn’t
time to harvest yet, but | know that it is going to be key to get
in there and take a look at the wood there. It’s usually a couple
of years — while you can still harvest that — and there is still
going to be value in some of those burn areas.

That is our update for southeast Yukon. Hopefully, that
answers the questions — other than that we will, with the
deputy minister, go back to take a look at the TPA. | should
know the protocol about bringing the number in. I will just
check on what that is. The member opposite might be aware,
but if that’s something that can be brought to the House, we can
put it into our overall legislative return for some of the
questions that we didn’t have all the answers for.

Mr. Kent: I’'m just curious if the minister can just give
us a sense of when he would expect the southeast Yukon
forestry plan to be in place. Perhaps he touched on that — and
I apologize if he did — in his response. Then he mentioned that
there is a quite a lot of timber still available. Is that for fuel-
wood purposes or for sawlogs? Is that amount dedicated to the
LFN or First Kaska, or are there sawlogs and fuel wood
available to the broader public in any areas down in southeast
Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  On the first question, I haven’t given a
timeline on concluding negotiations concerning the work. Part
of that is because — well, for a couple of reasons. First, | want
to make sure that | have a sense — if the work plan has been
amended — and I haven’t had an opportunity to see it, so | am
going to take a look at the work plan. The reason that | think
the work plan could be amended is because there are some
discussions about the TPA being amended, so | want to see
what the fullness is and if the scope has changed. Secondly, it
is always difficult to predetermine the conclusion of what is a
discussion/negotiation to some extent, because there are two
parties involved and that can be difficult. | should look at the
work plan before | start to provide any idea. This has been a
really important piece of work, and the member opposite would
be aware. Lots of folks have wanted to get this completed, and
that is something that we are committed to doing, working with
LFN. I will leave it — to name a date on it — because | think
that might be a little inappropriate without having all of the
information.

My understanding is that the permit is provided, | believe,
to First Kaska. | can follow up with some other information
about other opportunities for folks who are running businesses
to go in and cut — who are outside of that one indigenous
corporation and what the other opportunities are for folks in the
area in southeast Yukon — and get that information back.

Yes, | was referring to the fact that | just know — in a
briefing that we had, the acting director had mentioned that
there’s a permit there, but it wasn’t being fully used. That is
what | remember.
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Both the member opposite and | — and we touched on this
yesterday — have been working to try to — I believe it’s one
of the member opposite’s constituents and one of the folks
whom | have been trying to support — we have been pretty
active in that. When I left here last night, that’s the call that I
was making on the way home. That’s really about trying to
access the sawlogs. Maybe we can get into a little more detail
on that and what’s happening around Whitehorse, but my
understanding is that most of the wood that’s coming from
Watson Lake is wood that’s being used for firewood.

I think we’re seeing sawlogs coming from places that are
closer to Whitehorse. Now we have some stuff happening on
some of our firesmarted areas between here and Teslin, and |
can speak to that. | would probably have to do a little bit more
research on where the rest are — but that’s my understanding
— that it’s mostly firewood and it’s coming out and moving as
far as — I talked to some folks this week, and they said that it’s
moving as far as Faro, if not further, at this particular point.

Mr. Kent: | appreciate that, and hopefully the minister
is able to arrange a time to meet with the Watson Lake Chamber
of Commerce as soon as possible in the new year or perhaps at
some point virtually before then.

That said, | do want to touch on the Whitehorse and
Southern Lakes Forest Resources Management Plan. | have the
first few pages of the plan here that was recommended in 2019
by a working group of officials, | believe, with Kwanlin Din,
Ta’an Kwich’dn, Carcross/Tagish First Nation, and the
Government of Yukon.

I am curious, though — we’re a little over a year since this
recommendation was sent. | believe that the minister, during a
Question Period response earlier this Sitting, did mention that
there was one of the parties that they were still working with to
get them to sign on. If he’s able to, I would be interested to
know which one of the First Nations that is — or perhaps it’s
the Government of Yukon — but which one of the First Nations
itis.

With respect to that plan, as well — I know that it says here
that the first priority, after it’s accepted, is to establish an
implementation agreement and identify areas for timber
harvesting and fuel abatement.

I think that there are only three active timber harvest plans
in this region. There is one at Lewes Marsh that is currently
going through the YESAA process. There is the Marsh Lake
timber harvest plan, which is nearing the end of its life, | think,
for sawlogs. There is also one at Lubbock, which is currently
undergoing a licence renewal by another operator. | know that
there are a couple of small mill operators that supply a lot of
the local product to retailers and others around town. One that
the minister referenced is a constituent of mine, then there is
another gentleman who works down in the Lubbock THP, and
I have seen some correspondence from one of the local retailers
to the minister about that project as well.

I am curious with respect to the south Yukon plan — when
the minister expects — or if the minister expects — all the
parties to agree to it so that implementation can start and if there
is a timber supply analysis done for the region or additional

timber harvest plans being contemplated for this Whitehorse
and Southern Lakes forest management region.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: The outstanding signature is with the
Carcross/Tagish First Nation — there was some planning, |
believe, underway by Carcross/Tagish. A multitude of First
Nations have done some First Nation planning — usually very
close to their primary community. | know that work has been
done in Haines Junction with Champagne and Aishihik First
Nations as well. I think that there were policy concerns. It was
a valid conversation where some of the folks — I believe that,
in Carcross, it is the Land Management Board. Each clan has
one or two representatives who sit in that group. There were
some conversations that have occurred. | think that our team
has done a good job reaching out and ensuring that those two
pieces of work can coexist.

When we think about access to fibre and the work that
Community Services has been doing around the member
opposite’s riding in the Mary Lake area — when you take into
consideration the magnitude of fire mitigation that has to be
done — even that alone, you’re talking about some very
significant amounts of fibre. This summer, for instance, | think
First Nations fire did — | believe it was like six hectares,
something in that range. Then of course there has been another
contract that has been let.

I think, first of all, part of our focus is to ensure that we
know — working with the branch, working with Community
Services, and working with the private sector to understand
what exactly is available there. Some of that is more extensive
work on ensuring that we bring in technical professionals to
understand what’s there for fibre. Are there sawlogs? Is it just
firewood? Those things that are really important. | think we
have to — as a group, we’re really focusing on having the two
departments work together and take a look at that. It’s going to
be first.

The reason | bring that up is because | feel good about
moving toward signing. I had a discussion with Chief Dickson
and my sense was that the chief was going back to talk to their
technical teams, but I’m hoping to see this done pretty quickly.
I want to be open to the Assembly and say that, before we were
dealing with COVID, | was hoping that we would be
concluding that work in the spring of 2020 and now we’re
coming to the end of 2020. So, I'm hoping that this work will
be concluded and that we can start to implement.

I don’t think that’s going to necessarily preclude us from
having other areas where we can access fibre. | did discuss with
the First Nation some work around the Lewes Marsh, and |
know that at least one entrepreneur and operator has gone out
and had some discussions. | think that they brought out
government officials and just sort of showed what the treatment
would look like in that particular area.

I think it’s important to share with people — and anybody
who has discussions with some of these folks — and | think
probably for myself and the members opposite — one thing that
I was pleasantly surprised at is — | think a lot of people maybe
don’t know, but these operators are harvesting just outside of
town. In most cases, the treatment that they’re using is quite
minimal, really — when you’re looking at a track skidder
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having basically a towline cable to pull out the trees. Then what
they’re doing is they’re using those saw logs, but the saw logs
are being — in most cases, they’re going to one of our local
hardware and wood supply stores just outside of town. It is a
great situation. | think what has happened is that this particular
operator has stated that they will take as much wood as they can
from these operators.

You don’t get a situation very often where the value added
is happening, and then that wood is being transported to the
retailer and the retailer, in some cases, is only miles away. So,
you’re not shipping wood from another jurisdiction, and then,
in turn, we know that there has been a real run on wood and
supplies this year because people have been home and wanting
to do home improvements, so there has been a real demand.

Again, these folks — people don’t know, maybe, that
they’re out there operating, but they’re buying wood that has
been delivered from just miles away.

I did receive that e-mail concerning the Lubbock area, and
| think that there was some concern around the fact that the
operator was being asked, | think, to move some of the
infrastructure that was there. | have requested to look into that.
I don’t have more information, other than that. There are some
of these spots that are going through environmental assessment
or renewals for the permits. We’re just closely watching that.
Inevitably, we’ll see those decisions come from an
environmental assessment, and they’ll go to the technical teams
to come up with decision documents.

Other than that, | think that gives a bit of a picture —
looking to implement after the signature is done. My sense is
that — what I’m being informed of — is that we’re pretty close
here on that signature, so it will be in 2021 — looking to do the
work and implement. Again, [ don’t want folks to think that this
is going to stop us from being able to go into some of these
areas between Whitehorse and Carcross/Southern Lakes and
still be able to cut, because we have another very significant
amount of wood that we have to deal with just outside of town.
It’s the right thing to do, and it’s going to help us with our
biomass.

The annual allowable cut limit in southeast — just for the
record, and I’ll get back on how much is used — is 128,000
board metres. That’s what it is, but I’'m going to find out exactly
how much — hopefully today, and if not today, we’ll get back
to you — of that 128,000 metres is being used on annual time.

Mr. Kent: That 128,000 cubic metres is for southeast
Yukon.

I don’t think the minister caught this part of my question
about the Southern Lakes piece, but is there a timber supply
analysis or additional timber harvest plans being contemplated
for the Whitehorse and Southern Lakes Forest Resources
Management Plan?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  One of our next steps will be the timber
supply analysis, so that work still has to be undertaken. What is
important for us to decide is how we are going to do that work.
This has been a discussion that has been quite live, so the
question right now will be: Are we going to work with
proponents? In some cases, proponents have gone out and have
hired their own technical expertise to do that timber harvest

analysis. Our branch has the expertise to do it. Sometimes the
branch goes out and accesses others who will do that work.
Community Services does the same.

What | hope to see is that we are becoming pretty client-
centered and understand that working with those folks who are
in that industry and trying to make sure that we can get them
the best possible information — whatever that route is going to
be — so that they understand the most efficient and effective
way to get in there and get the type of fibre that they need. Of
course, we are talking about firewood; we’re talking, in some
cases, about material or fibre for biomass and, in other cases,
things such as sawlogs.

Mr. Kent: | wanted to touch quickly on the fuelwood or
the firewood aspect. We did talk yesterday — and the minister
referenced it again today — about how quite a lot of the fuel
wood — not all of it, but a lot of it — that comes into the
Whitehorse area and other areas is being hauled out of northern
British Columbia, right across the border. On the Stewart-
Cassiar, there was a substantial fire there a number of years ago,
and | think that is where a lot of the fuel wood is being accessed.
An operator and a constituent of mine who operates in the
Mount Sima industrial area is getting supply out of there, as are
others. There is some coming in, of course, from southwest
Yukon in the Kluane area, as well.

But just given the fact that firewood — just looking at the
last campground contract, for instance — from northern British
Columbia is being hauled as far north as Dawson as part of that,
I am curious if the minister or his officials in the Forest
Management branch are looking at additional areas for fuel-
wood supply, especially given some of the fires that were close
to existing infrastructure and on public lands — if there is any
work being done on that so we can get fuel-wood supply a little
bit closer to some of the communities that require access to that
firewood.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: People in all communities that are
accessible to Yukon highways have access to fuel-wood
harvesting areas on public land. The Government of Yukon
continues to identify and develop new areas for cutting fuel
wood in addition to the areas already in place.

In the Whitehorse area, a new personal-use fuel-wood area
has been made available to the public within the Little Fox Lake
timber harvest plan. Several developments have occurred in the
Dawson area to increase access to timber. A new forest
resources road within the French Gulch timber harvest plan was
completed in September, enabling access to both commercial
and personal fuel-wood opportunities. Two new personal fuel-
wood areas are now open within the French Gulch timber
harvest plan.

We work collaboratively with First Nations and the Yukon
Wood Products Association and with the local woodcutters to
provide a secure wood supply for commercial operators to
support their businesses.

We are exploring strategic harvesting programs that will
reduce the risk of forest fire around our communities and
increase fuel-wood supply for Yukoners. We have partnered
with the City of Whitehorse on a new pilot project to encourage
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harvesting in specific areas to make more fuel wood available
and to reduce forest density around the city.

This project began in July 2020 and is expected to run until
July 2021. We are pleased with the initial response and uptake
to this pilot project. Thirty personal-use fuel-wood permits
have been issued so far, representing a total harvest of up to 750
cubic metres, which is about 330 cords of firewood.

We are also committed to developing opportunities for
accessing forest biomass — whether it is for heat, energy, or
other uses — through forest management planning industry
engagement. We are collaborating with the Department of
Highways and Public Works on this initiative.

We are working collaboratively with the Department of
Community Services on fuel abatement treatment projects to
encourage greater fibre utilization. To add to that, as the
member opposite said, we have this extensive mitigation that
has to be done with communities across the Yukon, and we
think that there are some real opportunities there to extract and
harvest. Then, here in Whitehorse, even that work that was
done last year — I think it was about 250 cords that were pulled.
It is pretty substantial when you think about all the permits —
the 250 cords that were pulled just out at Mary Lake.

We really just touched on that area, so some of that work
was done with First Nation fire. | think that we are looking at
different types of treatment as well, where we have the
opportunity to potentially do a more mechanized process,
which will give us the ability to more quickly pull wood out of
there.

We are developing a pilot program that will provide
funding for certain forestry planning and construction
activities. We are also working collaboratively with the
Department of Community Services and the Ta’an Kwéch’an
Council to develop a management plan to clean up and utilize
blown-down trees from a wind event that caused a significant
disturbance in Deep Creek. We touched on this a little bit
yesterday, Mr. Chair. That alone is extremely extensive. | know
that Community Services has already gone in there. They have
brought their FireSmart specialists. They have done a bit of
work by analyzing what they believe is there for fibre. | think
that it goes all the way to Kusawa.

I think that they are also in the midst — I think they are
going to do it on Friday; they haven’t had a chance yet — of
getting ready to take a drone over that entire area. That drone
will give us an even better sense of what is there. We might
have to prioritize some of that cut. There is a lot of wood there.
There are thousands and thousands of trees that have been
blown down just from that one windy afternoon we had. Inside
some of the most populated areas, there is extensive
opportunity.

The only other piece | would add is that | think that there
are opportunities for cutting fuel. We are trying to ensure that
most of our woodcutters are close. There is just a difference
between entrepreneurs and the business relationships. Some of
those bigger contracts are with the Department of Environment
and provide fuel wood to campsites. Now the company that was
doing it last year has been acquired by somebody else. They
are, of course, making different business relationships and there

are different people who are selling wood to them from Watson
Lake and locally. I know that the demand is still there, but | do
believe that there are people cutting close to town. I don’t think
that the only place we can source the wood is out of the
southeast. | think that some of those entrepreneurs who have
real investment in that type of work are primarily based out of
southeast Yukon. Some of the folks who are local have stopped
cutting. One of our top three cutters went back to university and
is now doing a degree in commerce. He is on the Dean’s List
instead of being out cutting. There are other folks who like to
keep it pretty small. They have retired from their previous
occupation, and now they’re just cutting.

Again, | just want to say, I think that there’s wood that we
are making available. The branch is putting in the
infrastructure, so I don’t think necessarily the fact that wood is
going all the way to Dawson — I think it’s because there are
entrepreneurs who are really good at what they do, and they
have opened up a bunch of different markets.

Mr. Kent: | kind of wanted to move on to some different
topics, but I do have a couple of other questions on forestry, but
I’1l save those and send them in a letter or perhaps in a written
question that I’ll table before we’re done, with respect to
commercial use and amounts available for commercial cutters
versus the personal use areas that the minister identified.

I wanted to switch gears now and talk about abandoned
mines for a little bit. 1 know that there are a number of
abandoned projects that the Yukon government still maintains
responsibility for, but the first one | wanted to talk about was
Faro. | know that the federal government took responsibility for
that back a couple of years ago now — or three years ago —
however long that was. I’m just curious as to if the minister can
provide us with a status update on the contracts at Faro.

I know that there was a substantial one just done, | believe,
for the diversion of one of the creeks. | think it was Rose Creek
— I’m not 100-percent sure. | know that contract is wrapping
up or is completed now. I’'m curious as to when some other
contracts might be let with respect to the Faro mine. I think the
final remediation plan is going through the environmental
assessment process right now, so hopefully we get an
opportunity to see that completed soon so that remediation
work can be continued and hopefully completed — with
ongoing monitoring, of course — at that mine site.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: The Government of Yukon is pleased
that the Government of Canada is able to undertake urgent
works and other improvements to address the water quality
concerns at the Faro mine site. We actively participate in the
governance, as the member opposite touched on, at the Faro
project and we provide regulatory oversight as the project
progresses toward remediation.

The Government of Yukon’s role is to ensure the long-term
protection of human health and the environment and that
Yukon First Nations and Yukon communities benefit from the
urgent works construction activities from the remediation
project.

In August 2020, the Government of Canada and the
Government of Yukon signed a transition agreement that
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clarifies roles and responsibilities on how to deliver Faro mine
remediation.

| am just going to go through a timeline to answer some of
the questions from the member opposite on the care and
maintenance. In 2018, changes in roles and responsibilities
were implemented to ensure uninterrupted services at the Faro
mine site. In May 2018, the Government of Canada assumed
responsibility of care and maintenance operations. In
July 2018, the Government of Canada awarded its interim
construction manager contract to Parsons to oversee urgent
works and sight upgrades.

As the interim construction manager, Parsons, | think, was
issued nearly $60 million in contracts for urgent work projects
to date. Pelly Construction, in partnership with Dena Nezziddi
Development Corporation of Ross River, was issued a contract
estimated at $44 million for the multi-year North Fork-Rose
Creek diversion channel realignment. In October 2020, the
North Fork realignment project was completed and clean water
is now flowing through the channel.

Other urgent work projects include upgrades to the Cross
Valley water treatment and electrical improvements across the
site.

Other Yukon companies benefiting from contract awards
include C McLeod Contracting, Mercer Contracting, Norcope
Enterprises, and Cobalt Construction.

Several companies working at the Faro mine complex have
signed joint venture agreements with local First Nations. For
example, Tu-Lidlini, a Ross River Dena-owned company,
supplies fuel at the site.

In July 2020, the Government of Canada initiated a
procurement process for the main construction and care and
maintenance manager by issuing a request for information. The
request for information includes an optional pre-tender Faro
site visit that was scheduled for September 16.

| just asked the officials — to answer that question, I think
that’s concluded. I have a sense that there might be some work
extending on for a little while with Parsons. Then the bigger
piece of work — and the bigger piece of work, which is a very
significant piece of work and is the substantial amount — my
sense is that it’s getting close for them to put that out. I don’t
have a date. I've just checked with officials. We don’t have a
date on when Canada is putting it out, but I know that it’s very
substantial. We understand it to be the bulk of the rest of this
work. As the member opposite knows, if we do the calculations
— I’m probably putting myself out a little bit on this. I think
that about $1.3 billion was the total cost. We’re talking a very
significant amount of money. If we add up the work to date,
there has probably been hundreds of millions, and now we’re
talking about the remainder of that work that is still coming.

I think there will be a lot of interest on that because this is
something that, when you start to talk those numbers — what
we’ve all tried to do is to just make sure that we’re trying to get
as much local impact as possible. We’re happy to have Pelly
there and all of these other companies that are working. This
other contract that is coming out and is going to be let by
Canada is probably going to garner a lot of attention — that’s
my sense — at the highest level for the general. Probably some

of the bigger firms in the world are going to be likely competing
on this.

We’re going to talk a bit about abandoned mines here, and
these projects that have been moving along for a while are
going to have a really substantial impact on our economy.
Whether that’s in Carmacks, Dawson, Mayo, or Faro, the
monies are in place by the federal government.

We are in meetings in Ottawa — the day that | remember
hearing that the abandoned mines budget had passed about a
year and a half ago, for all of the north, including our projects
here.

That’s a bit of background on the care and maintenance
piece of this.

Mr. Kent: Moving over to the Ketza project for a
second, | know that there was a clause in the devolution transfer
agreement where the Yukon government had to pay a fairly
significant amount of the initial design expenses for
remediation. Has that work started? Can the minister provide
us with an update of exactly how much that is going to cost
Yukon taxpayers when it comes to the Ketza mine?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  T’1l just touch on three different pieces
of information here. The work at the Ketza River mine site for
2021 is budgeted at $3.49 million. That was a budget that we
put through for care and maintenance, monitoring, and project
management. The Government of Yukon contracted Boreal
Engineering Ltd. to provide care and maintenance services, and
that’s going until the end of March 2021.

The approach to remediation planning at the Ketza site is
significantly different from that used at other type 2 sites, which
was alluded to in the question. An MOU has been signed by
Yukon and the federal government to establish an approach for
remediation by using an independent assessor.

Activity there, of course, took place after devolution and
was not the same as our other type 2 sites. It was really trying
to figure out whose liability it was. Was it Yukon government’s
or the federal government’s? Inside of that, by using an
independent assessor to outline pre- and post-devolution
liabilities and assign responsibility to each of the governments
and develop a remediation plan for the site to set a standard —
and review care and maintenance costs and determine
eligibility for the Yukon government to be reimbursed by the
federal government — the member opposite is correct that we
did have to lay out some dollars, and we are waiting to see what
that will look like.

The independent assessor is going to be selected by both
governments and affected First Nations. We have primarily had
discussions with the Kaska, but also pretty significant
conversations with the Teslin Tlingit Council on the activities
that are happening there. | have to check — maybe also the
Selkirk First Nation, but the conversations that | have seen have
been mostly with Ross River and the Teslin Tlingit Council.

The Yukon government will be responsible for payments
of an independent assessor, currently estimated to cost $5
million in total. Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada has
agreed to contribute up to $750,000 toward the advancement of
the design. Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada will be
responsible for the costs associated with the finalization of the
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remediation plan, completion of an environmental assessment
and permitting, and implementation of the remediation work
for those liabilities identified as pre-devolution.

A bit more background: Since 2015, the Government of
Yukon has been responsible. We have touched on that. Fast-
forwarding, the Government of Yukon — we talked about
Boreal Engineering, which we have in place for March 2021.
In their role as care and maintenance contractor, Boreal
Engineering has entered into a lease agreement with Dena
Nezziddi, which is the Ross River Dena Council development
corporation, to lease a 15-room camp for an 18-month period.
A public tender process is planned for the fall of this year and
beyond for 2021. A contract was issued to Cobalt Construction
as well, through a public tender process, in June 2019 to replace
one of the five bridges along the Ketza access road. Installation
of the bridge was completed in September 2019, and a public
tender process is planned in 2021 to replace bridge 4.

Yes, so it is — it’s Kaska and Teslin Tlingit Council that
we have been in discussions with.

| believe, to answer those questions, a little background —
a lot of the work is still underway. We know we have that
commitment, and we have to put $5 million out. For both
governments, it’s not until that assessor has really completed
their work that we’re going to have a real sense of what the true
costs are for both Canada and the Yukon at this time.

Mr. Kent: | was looking to get some updates on some of
the other projects that the Yukon still has responsibility for, but
I want to be mindful of the time here today, as there are a
number of things I want to touch on. If we do have time, I’ll
come back to them. But my last question with respect to
assessment and abandoned mines, looking at the 2020-21 mains
— and | stand to be corrected by the minister if my numbers
are off — but it looks like, for assessment and abandoned
mines, there is $15.352 million in expenditures, with recoveries
from the federal government of $9.67 million. So, that leaves
us with a fairly healthy deficit when it comes to what we’re
expending on assessment and abandoned mines and what we’re
recovering from Canada on that line item. So, I’'m curious as to
if the minister would be able to just perhaps explain that deficit
for us here today, and where those dollars are being spent.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: The Assessment and Abandoned
Mines branch — we didn’t have a chance — it was the very last
day, and we were wrapping up here in the springtime, so we
didn’t have an opportunity to go through some of these key
points on the EMR budget. So, I'm going to just read back
through, and it should give us a pretty good sense of that $15.4
million that was touched on.

The Assessment and Abandoned Mines branch directs and
oversees remediation of type 2 mines in accordance with the
devolution transfer agreement. This includes — so, these costs
were for planning, design, and construction of remedial
solutions, as well as ongoing care and maintenance, as works
that are supported by the annual Canada funding agreements.

The total operations and maintenance estimates for the
branch are $15.4 million, with $1.8 million covering the 18 full-
time employees.

The $13 million for operating and support costs includes
$2.2 million in Yukon government funding for the independent
assessor work at the Ketza mine site as per the devolution
transfer agreement — it is anticipated that we are moving to
complete that work now; $3 million is for the Wolverine mine
water treatment work; and $7.7 million in federally funded
expenditures for Faro, Mount Nansen, Clinton Creek, Ketza,
and United Keno Hill.

There is also $516,000 in transfer payments provided to
affected First Nations and the Town of Faro for their
participation in type 2 mines clean-up activity. Government of
Yukon funds $50,000 of that and the remainder is federally
funded at $466,000.

So, with some minor exceptions, the federal government is
funding all of the work, including personnel on the five type 2
mines as follows: Faro — $1.3 million; Ketza — $3.5 million;
Mount Nansen — $2 million; Clinton Creek — $2.8 million;
and United Keno Hill — $50,000. That is the breakdown of the
$13 million.

Mr. Kent: Thank you; | appreciate that. | thank the
minister for indulging me on some questions on the mains that
we didn’t get a chance to talk about in the spring.

I do have some questions now on the energy side of things.
I just wanted to go back to a couple of platform commitments
that the Liberal Party made in 2016 around energy. There are
two in particular that jumped off the page at me. One was
“working with communities and the utility companies to
convert all street lighting to LED”, and the second one was to
“pursue federal funding for energy research”. So, I am just kind
of looking for an update from the minister on those two
commitments that were made in the 2016 Liberal platform.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Some of the work is led through Yukon
Development Corporation, some of the work is work that we
are doing here, and sometimes we partner up between both.
First in the platform — from a standpoint of leveraging federal
funds — and I’ll talk a little bit about energy efficiency
initiatives, which is really part of the work. Shane Andre and
folks — and of course ADM Abercrombie is here — they have
done an exceptional job of going out and getting the federal
money to do some of that work.

I would say that, if | look at specifically that platform
commitment — both of those that we’ve touched on — one, |
have to think about our work where — it has not actually been
through Yukon Energy. What we’ve done is we’ve done it
through — or not through Energy, Mines and Resources, but
through Yukon Energy.

We’re lucky enough to have a PhD that specializes and is
really focused on energy in the north. What we have been able
to do on that project to be able to help communities is go out
and have a research centre at the university. The individual who
is there doing that work is supporting all three territories, but
has done a tremendous amount of work in the Yukon.

All the utilities have contributed across the north. So, he is
working pan-territorially, but he has also been key — I’1l give
you a couple of examples — to meet that commitment. When
we were doing the work early on — where we were getting the
finalized work on the independent power production — not the
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actual policy work, even though he has an opportunity to put
some interventions in on that, but more around — I’ll give you
the example of Old Crow.

You have the Vuntut Gwitchin at the table and you have
ATCO at the table — because they’re the folks who are there
currently supplying the energy needs and now they’re
negotiating the purchase of that energy. So, having Dr. Michael
Ross — to have him be able to come in and help through that
work — we’ve been really lucky — a pretty unique situation
— great because of the university playing a role in it and really
focusing on the research side of things.

That’s some of the work we’ve done. I will say, on other
energy efficiencies — again, Government of Yukon’s popular
energy efficiency initiatives are successfully encouraging
Yukon residents and local businesses to conserve and reduce
energy.

| think that we have completed the work in Old Crow —
and I’m mad at myself that I can’t remember — | think the LED
conversion at Old Crow is the equivalent to — | want to say
5,000 litres of diesel. But then you have to take into
consideration the cost of flying all that diesel in. So, it makes
some pretty substantial changes. It might come up here in some
of my notes.

Teslin — again, another spot where we’ve gone in and now
we’re seeing some of the new lights that are coming out that are
converting and some of the new highway work that is done and
the LEDs that are there.

I’1l just go through a bit of this and then I’1l see if I have
any other information. I’ll commit to — when we get into
debate for Yukon Development Corporation, where we’ve used
some of our funds through IREI to offset that cost in
conjunction — I’Il make sure that | have a better scan of all of
the communities.

To date, for residential — participants in the residential
energy efficiency rebate programs have saved enough energy
to power 4,273 average Yukon homes for one year. They saved
$13.8 million in energy costs and avoided emitting 55,140
tonnes of greenhouse gases. Heating accounts for about
21 percent of Yukon’s total greenhouse gas — so of course this
is pretty substantial. | just want to go through this because there
is a lot of great work that is done by the Energy branch. They’re
so busy on so many of these programs.

As of August 2020, 32 commercial and institutional
projects were completed through our energy retrofit program,
significantly reducing their greenhouse gas emissions. Thanks
to the Government of Canada’s support, we’re offering a
retrofit program for local government buildings. This program
focuses on improving the energy use in larger buildings, like
community centres or main administration buildings of First
Nation communities or municipalities.

We want to acknowledge that these incentive programs are
funded in part through the Government of Canada’s low carbon
economy leadership fund. Our programs are assisting Yukoners
to meet our climate change commitments, lessen our energy
consumption, and increase our use of renewable energy — and
ultimately sustain and protect the Yukon’s environment.

I’m just going to see if | can get any other key data points.
I think I’ll leave it at that — anyway, a couple communities that
were there.

I think we’ve been able to illustrate here that the branch
has done a really exceptional job of being able to leverage
money. Working with the Minister of Community Services
through their bilateral relationships and fulfilling that
commitment of having an expert here based at our post-
secondary institution who is not only helping support
communities in Yukon, but is working on helping with the
development of microgrids pan-territorially — so, it is really
key work.

Mr. Kent: Just a couple more questions on the energy
side of things. I know that in the Our Clean Future document,
there are a number of electric vehicles that the government is
hoping to have on the roads by 2030, | believe. | am curious as
to if the minister has some baseline on how many electric
vehicles are on the road now and if he could perhaps remind us
what the goal is in that climate plan to get to with respect to
electric vehicles.

I then just wanted to ask a quick question about whether or
not the minister has an update for us — | know that, in the early
stages of the current government’s mandate, there was an IPP
proposed for a wind farm on Haeckel Hill by a company. |
haven’t seen anything recently by that company, so I’'m
wondering if that project is still active or if the minister has an
update on that project for the House today.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  If the member opposite would give me
a little latitude here, I’'m just going to go back and answer a few
questions concerning the LED conversions and some of the
work that we’ve done.

Out in the communities — for the record, there are: the
Na-Cho Nyék Dun First Nation government house conversion
to LED lighting, building controls, and door sweep seals — so
not only street lights in communities, but also in some of the
bigger buildings; the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations
main administration building door seals, occupancy sensors,
roof insulation, boiler adjustments, AC replacement,
ventilation, heat recovery ventilator, and insulation upgrade;
White River First Nation door sweep seals, programmable
thermostats, LED lighting, insulation upgrades, and heat
recovery ventilator; Selkirk Development Corporation Selkirk
Centre door sweep seals, LED lighting, occupancy sensors; and
the Village of Carmacks municipal administration building
windows, occupancy-based thermostats, variable flow devices,
door seals, pipe insulation, LED lighting again, and air-
handling unit upgrades.

I just think it is important. This is a lot of work here by
folks. So, there is Lumel Studios’ solar project completed as
well. That was the same with the branch — and that was a
project to install a new PV system expected to supply 26,950
kilowatt hours of electricity per year. The system was
completed in June of 2020.

There was the Whitehorse Curling Club solar project as
well — again, it was a big one with a PV system for about
76,000 kilowatt hours of electricity per year on that one, for a
rebate of $40,000. The Guild Hall — another one — 3,768
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kilowatt hours that will be saved on that particular project.
Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club upgraded its trail lighting
with the help of the good energy program — 13 lights were
converted to LED, saving 5,306 kilowatt hours of electricity per
year. The ski club received a grant of almost $4,000. Yukon
Spaces — an upgrade to Dawson Lodge, completed — so, this
was the project that involved upgrades to appliances, controls,
lighting, insulation, HVAC — these improvements are
expected to save just over 200,000 kilowatt hours of energy
each year. The Yukon Spaces received a rebate of just under
$30,000.

High level — Village of Haines Junction St. Elias
Convention Centre — work being done right now — the same
types of work. The Village of Haines Junction recreational
complex; the Village of Teslin municipal centre — this is again
controls, LED lighting — the Village of Mayo community
centre; Kluane First Nation main administration building;
Na-Cho Nyiak Dun, Bedrock Motel; Tr’ondék Hwéch’in
Community Hall; Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation community
support centre — almost all of these have LED lighting as part
of the scope of the work. The City of Dawson — some of that
work is still underway, which is City Hall and Gertie’s and the
public works building; Selkirk First Nation main administration
building and capital works building — so, energy audit reviews
are being done now, and that will help define some of the scope
of that work — Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation health and
social services centre and services building; and
Carcross/Tagish First Nation main administration building and
capital works. So, there is very significant work done in that
particular area.

When we talk about electric vehicles — part of what we
have done is we have added two more DC fast chargers that
were installed December 1 in Haines Junction at the Da Ky
Cultural Centre and one at the Army Beach day use area in
Marsh Lake. These two units will bring the territory’s total
number up to five and help extend this. | think that we might
even have more at this point — | can go back and check — but
a very significant number of electric vehicles. We have five
chargers right now — three installed, two in Whitehorse.

So, the Energy branch — talking about Our Clean Future
— what our current number is and what our estimated numbers
are. The Energy branch has good energy programs — broaden
again our clean transportation, increase support for renewable
heating systems for residential, commercial, and municipal
clients. As of November 2020, the Energy branch has issued
rebates for 122 e-bikes — there seemed to be a real run on
e-bikes and we were hearing from the retailers that people were
really buying them up — and 17 electric vehicles at that
particular time. The target is upward of almost 5,000. We are
talking about 4,800 zero-emission vehicles by 2030.

I have asked the Yukon Energy Corporation to provide the
opposition with a bit of a rundown on their 10-year plan. That
is important because, when you take a look at the increased
demand — what does that look like? Are you getting people to
buy electric vehicles and are you just shifting that demand back
onto fossil, or do you have a plan in place that identifies assets
that will produce renewable energy? They have put a lot of

work into their 10-year renewable plan. We know that the
Yukon Energy Corporation and Yukon Development
Corporation will be coming in as witnesses. There have been a
lot of discussions in the House around what is happening there.
I have asked them to send that out so that whoever is going to
be asking the witnesses questions will have a real sense of the
entire plan, and it gives a little bit more ability for the
opposition to have more focused questions when the
individuals come in to see us.

Concerning the IPP, a lot of this work is Energy, Mines
and Resources, but also through the Yukon Development
Corporation. What is important for folks to know is that the
pricing mechanisms that we have used for the independent
power production — the witnesses will come in. Probably
mostly the Member for Lake Laberge — I don’t get to debate,
say, energy on this one. | have to commend the folks on the IPP,
and I’ll just touch on Haeckel Hill, but we priced it at the cost
of thermal. We priced it at the cost of diesel.

I’ve heard in the House bigger conversations around how
other jurisdictions paid a pretty significant price for that power.
Ontario is one of the jurisdictions that gets reflected on in the
House during debate. What we tried to do — because we were
late in the country to be putting the IPP in comparably. We were
the first territory, but it was new. One of the conversations that
we had — there was some work done, but when we started to
get to identify the mechanism and look at pricing, we said,
“Let’s take a look at what happened across the country. What
are the best practices? Where have there been some problems?”
That was really part of our focus when we built this. Then we
did the pricing mechanism at whatever it is — it’s just around
17 cents in the on-grid area, which is what we’re paying to
displace. So, we’ve built a good mechanism. Part of that also
means that we’ve also contributed to some of the capital costs.

With Haeckel, to answer that question — yes, Haeckel Hill
is there still. We’ve worked with the company and with
Kwanlin Diin — Chu Niikwén, the partners — to ensure that
some of the federal funding money that they’ve looked to use
met the criteria. There was some simple stuff administratively
that we had to work through to make sure that those funds could
be used. Now we’re there and we’re looking at Haeckel. | had
this discussion with somebody yesterday. I think we’re looking
at breaking ground this spring. That’s just under four — I’ll go
through some of these quickly — some of the other ones that
we have. Maybe I’1l just go with that.

So, there are nine projects that have been advanced through
the standing offer program and pre-application process. Three
projects are unsolicited proposals. Only two projects have
energy purchase agreements with the respective utilities. These
are Solvest, north Klondike Highway solar energy project
under the standing offer program, and the Vuntut Gwitchin
government solar energy project under the unsolicited proposal
program. Only the Vuntut Gwitchin government solar energy
project is constructed and awaiting connection to the grid.

The policy is enabling energy projects in all four of
Yukon’s diesel-dependent communities — so we have the
Vuntut Gwitchin solar project in Old Crow. The airport is
constructed and awaiting connection to the community grid,
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and the travel of technician staff to do the installation has been
delayed. We were hoping to see that live at the end of July.

It was the plan to have indigenous leaders and others across
the country — we were actually hoping to have the energy
ministers from across the north go to see that good work, but
that was held up.

The Kluane First Nation wind project again has broken
ground and received regulatory. Part of what happened — this
was work under the previous government — was that there was
money put aside. | think that it was about $1 million in Energy,
Mines and Resources. We have been waiting to spend those
dollars, but the problem is that the company that was identified
to supply the hardware on the Kluane project went bankrupt.
Those are the folks they were working with. | know that Kluane
now is recalibrating. We are still committed to doing that work
with them. We will probably use the Arctic energy fund, which
fits that perfectly to be able to fund.

The White River solar project with Beaver Creek is at the
pre-feasibility stage. We have done a lot of work on that. We
have brought in the federal government and multiple Yukon
government departments. Highways and Public Works has
been at that table as well, ensuring that there are opportunities.
Everyone has really been trying to put their shoulders behind
that one. That is another one.

Liard First Nation is preparing to develop a significant
renewable energy project as well. They have looked at different
work from biomass to solar.

Another thing that | would like to put on the record is
something that came up during Question Period. When you
look at the bigger energy projects in the Yukon, there has been
a lot of discussion about how you ensure that you are respecting
chapter 22 when you’re building the projects. Chapter 22
identifies the amount of equity that First Nations would invest
in a particular project. It is 25 percent. Sometimes you would
double it up or go down that route, but what is important is that,
while we are looking at these energy projects, we are looking
to have First Nation governments go out and build them. If
there is assistance required, we are there to provide that — “we”
being the Yukon Energy Corporation and others. When you
commit to buy energy from somebody, that’s also a liability.

We heard a lot about it today — and we’ve talked a little
bit about our energy plans. But in some cases, just making a
commitment to buy energy from somebody affects your debt.
It’s not that you are going out and borrowing a bunch of money.
All that you’re doing is making a commitment that you are
going to buy potentially clean energy from somebody so that
you can ensure that you have enough energy in your grid, but
there is an accounting treatment that has to happen. | think that
we will discuss that a bit more as we go through things. That is
one of the reasons why it is important for us to have that room.
We want to be able to have clean energy.

It doesn’t matter what kind of energy you are buying, but
if you are committing to buying energy from somebody else,
there is an accounting treatment that has to be taken into
consideration.

Mr. Kent: | appreciate the projects that the minister
went through there. Apologies again if he did mention that

initial wind farm on Haeckel Hill. Has the proponent just
moved away from that project, or is it still being considered and
still being evaluated through the department or the Yukon
Energy Corporation or Yukon Development Corporation?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: It is. We maybe added too much other
stuff there.

It is moving forward — leveraged money in conjunction
with Yukon Development Corporation. | have worked with the
Minister of Community Services on that because our overall
infrastructure funding sits with Community Services. So, yes,
we are looking at that project — breaking ground in early 2021
when they can get up on that hill. The pieces have come
together, and it is the same company that the member opposite
might have spoken with, and Chu Niikwén is there as well, so
you have a joint venture between them and Kwanlin Diin.

Mr. Kent: | just wanted to move on and ask some
questions around some infrastructure projects that | believe are
in the minister’s realm of responsibility. Actually, | will check
on this one first. The proposed Alberta-to-Alaska rail project—
is the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources responsible
for leading the government response, or is that being done
through Economic Development?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Wearing two hats, really, is how I have
addressed that. From the standpoint of Economic Development,
they reached out to our department. The member opposite
would be aware that, previously, work on potential rail lines
was done through Economic Development; it was funded
through Economic Development. Some of that old work sits
there, and our response has been that the proponents of this
particular project should reflect on some of the work that was
done at that point and the expert who worked on it as well —
identifying who that expert is for the group and telling them
that they should be reaching out to Minister Boland.

We have also spoken with the proponents. We had two
proponents originally who were both looking at this. It seems
that one has sort of become more advanced in their work and
has hired folks to do this particular work. JP Gladu was one of
the names that would come up — well known over the last
number of yeas in aboriginal business, former CEO of the
Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business. He’s now sort of
the lead. He has reached out to us.

We’ve tried to share with them important things that they
should consider. First, whatever your plan is, you really have to
get to those communities and have discussions with people.
Understanding that COVID is in place, that has been difficult.
I know that they want to get in and have those discussions.

Also, the route that was identified publicly — trying to
understand how it is affected potentially by Dawson land
planning or not. We said that there is a regional land planning
process underway, that they should consider that, and that these
are some things that they need to take into consideration.

The Alberta government has identified — 1 had
discussions with the Minister of Infrastructure and then they
have another individual who is an MLA. They have essentially
said to that gentleman to sort of continue to lead that file and
have discussions. It’s really high-level at this point. But again,
through both departments having the discussion — not getting
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into too much detailed conversation, but just letting them
understand that, if they need help getting in contact with
particular folks in communities who would be affected, we can
help. They’ve reached out in some cases directly, and in some
cases, we’ve had a couple of First Nations that, upon hearing
about this — at least one that I’m aware of — have reached out
directly to them because they’re supportive at a high level of
what’s being contemplated.

Mr. Kent: | think that the minister mentioned
engagement with Alberta on this. Has there been any
engagement by the Yukon government with Canada, the United
States, or the government of Alaska?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: T’'m flexible in the fact that — because
we cleared Economic Development, but I think that it’s still, as
part of it, good to touch on.

With Alaska, the only discussions that I’ve been party to
are with EDA. EDA is the economic development arm in
Alaska. It essentially looks at all development. We are having
conversations with that particular organization that are more
focused on ensuring that we have port access in Skagway. We
have been having a lot of discussions with them around
understanding how they are going to deal with the fact that the
port leases are changing hands. There is a real need for
investment in Skagway. During those discussions, | did touch
on the railway project with them. They didn’t speak to a lot of
it. They were aware of it, but those are the only discussions that
we have had with Alaska.

Concerning Alberta, | think that there have probably been
three discussions to date that I’ve had with them and one with
the Minister of Infrastructure and subsequently with the MLA
who is involved. My sense is that the Alberta government is
very supportive of the project. My sense is that they are really
trying to move this forward. | have not had a discussion with
the Northwest Territories government at all on this particular
topic. There was a bit of a switch and a new minister in the role.
A lot of our work has really been around mining and trying to
work with the federal government through this COVID time.

But there have been really high-level conversations. As we
have stated, we are very sensitive to this. It is a conversation
where we really have to see the project reveal itself. We haven’t
seen the scope. We know that they want to build a line. We
know that they want to go to Alaska. We have asked some
questions about why that line is going to Alaska and why that
line wouldn’t go to Skagway. Did they know we had a rail line
here that actually goes to Carcross? There are different things
to try to get them to think about and what this really means. For
us, we are really concerned. We want to make sure that we have
access to a deep-water port. Any of this that could spur extra
investment, we think, is a smart part of the conversation.

Mr. Kent: | will have my colleague, the Member for
Kluane, the Economic Development critic, follow up perhaps
with the minister with additional questions on that project.

The other infrastructure project that the Minister of
Highways and Public Works mentioned for us and that was
shared responsibility with the Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources is the Gateway resource road project. | know that a
number of new portions of that have been announced recently

and | think that the Carmacks bypass has received a
recommendation from the environmental assessment board as
one of the initial projects announced. But | just want to ask the
minister — the project parameters were changed. Some of the
projects are obviously not what was contemplated in the initial
application. When | saw that new document, I did share it with
some of the anchors of the initial roads — whether it was the
Nahanni or the extension of the placer loops near Dawson or
the road from Carmacks up into the Dawson range — and it
seemed to me that they weren’t consulted on the change.

So, I’'m just curious as to if the minister did do engagement
with them before making changes, or if that engagement just
came after those changes were made to the parameters of that
project application.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | was made aware; | know that the
information was shared. | had phone calls from all of the
proponents, | believe, after the information was shared. | guess
what | would offer up first to the member opposite — | am
always available to have discussions about this, because in one
particular case, after the information was shared — and as | had
said to one of those proponents — they called me to say that
they had cut their budget and there were going to be less
Yukoners at work this summer because of the information they
received. Then | had an opportunity to speak with them and let
them know what the strategy was, and then, once we clarified
that — I guess they would have had to go back to their board
and have a discussion.

This summer, it was so important to make sure that every
dollar that we had was out there. | wanted them to know that
we would be committed to those folks. That’s not something
that we’re wavering on.

What we’ve said all along is that if you have projects —
there are three projects that are anchor projects. The Casino
project — which is on hold, but it’s in the YESAA system and
it’s an executive committee level assessment — so, a number
of years in front of us. Under the last number of years, we’re
working on a timeline of up to 2025 at this point. I’ve stated it
publicly that we would look at a potential extension on this if
we had to. Then we have the Coffee project under Newmont —
they’re still waiting to complete that assessment. My sense is
that Newmont is also trying to make some decisions about what
they want to do. They might want to do further exploration
before they move on it. Then our third project is Selwyn
Chihong — and that’s a really very big project. It has lots of
different pieces to it. T