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Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 
February 28, 1977 

Mr. Speaker: I now call the House to order. We will now 
proceed with morning prayers. 
Prayers 

Mr. Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 
Paper. Are there any documents for tabling? The Honourable 
Minister of Education? 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 
H~n. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling a r eport on 

the Impact and closure of the Clinton Creek Mine in Dawson 
City, Yukon Territory. 
~r. Spe~ker: Are there any further documents for tabling 

th1s mormng? Are there any Reports of Committees? The 
Honourable Member from Mayo? 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Mr. Mcintyre: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to present 

the Seventh Report of the Standing Committee on Rules Elec-
tions and Privileges. ' 

The Report of the Committee on Rules Elections and 
Privileges to the Yukon Legislative Assembiy. 

Your Committee has had under consideration the Bill for 
Legislative Assembly Ordinance and has been in correspon
dence with the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern De
v~lopme~t on its content. It is felt that certain provisions of the 
B1ll, particularly those relating to conflict of interest and dis
qualification are of great importance and to ensure the inde
pende~ce and integrity of Members of the Assembly, and it is 
essential that these be legislated during the life of this Assem
bly. 
.~ere are other aspects of the Bill which, although only 

g1vmg legal recognition of an existing state of affairs have 
become the subject of a counter-productive political' argu
ment with the Federal Government and have escalated 
beyond their immediate importance. This has also taken at
tention away from the main importance of the Bill. 

Your Committee therefore recommends the following: 
(1) ~at the Bill not be proceeded with during the present 
Sess10n. 
(2) That your Committee be instructed at the commencement 
of the next session: 

(a) to take the Bill under further consideration, 
(b) to review the questions raised on the conflict of interest 

and disqualification sections during the 1978 First Session, · 
. (c) to redraft the Bill in such a way that the conflict of 
mterest and disqualification sections may be passed into law 
before the prorogation of the 1978 First Session, 

(d) to proceed with all possible speed so that the sponsor of 
the Bill may introduce it in revised form no later than the fifth 
week of the 1978 First Session. 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Reports of Commit
tees? 

Petitions? Introduction of Bills? 
Are th~re any Not.ices of Motion for the Production of Pap

ers? Notices of Motion or Resolution? 
: The Honourable Member from Pelly River. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
Mr. McCall: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give Notice 

of Motion, with reference to green papers. 
Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Notices of Motion or 

Resolution? 
Are there any Statements by Ministers? 
This then brings us to the Question Period. Have you any 

questions? 
The Honourable Minister of Education. 

QUESTION PERIOD 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling an answer 

to an oral question asked by the Honourable Member from 
Hootalinqua, concerning qualifications for Custodial Worker 
I. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Renewable Re
sources. 

Hon. Mr. Hibberd: Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling Legis
lative Return in response to Written Question Number 44, 
asked by Mrs. Watson on February 21st, concerning the 
Building Standards Ordinance. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Hoo. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling today 
the answers to a question from Mr. McCall, concerning the 
Capital Assistance Program, and a question from Mrs. Wat
son, concerning the reactivation of the refinery in Haines 
Junction, and a question from Mr. Fleming, concerning gov
ernment contracts. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Pelly River. 
Question re: Taxation Assessment Notices 

Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for 
the Minister for Local Government. In view of the fact that the 
statement made yesterday dealing with the assessment 
notices and taking into consideration that the 1967 assessment 
was approximately 13 mills and the 1976 assessment is ap
proximately 67 mills in Whitehorse, I was wondering if the 
Minister could advise me whether this particular mill rate for 
school taxation in all the municipalities, would this effect the 
private businesses in each municipality, as it affects the pri
vate home owner? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I have to 
admit that I don't understand the question. I wonder if I could. 
have it clarified, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. McCall: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker, what I am try
ing to ask is, will the mill rate be reduced for private busines
ses as it is for the homeowners? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
~bli~ Works. <P 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Whitehorse 

Riverdale? 
Mr. Lengerke: I have a question on the assessments. Al

ready, since the announcement by the Minister yesterday, I 
personally have received five telephone calls expressing 
some concern and the question this morning is: what would 
the Territorial position or Territorial responsibility be as the 
assessors and carrying out of the assessment if in fact there 
are a number of appeals made and there is a substantial 
decrease in the dollar value that is projected to date? In other 
words, what I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is ·that t~e market 



value, the assessments were to be based on a market value of 
1976 and it appears that the assessments by just the number of 
calls that I have got, were based on actual market values of 
1977/78, which makes a rather substantial increase from 1976. 
What would the liability of YTG be in this case if there is a 
substantial decrease? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, the assessments on all 
land was done at 1976 fair market value pricing. Mr. Speaker, 
in the respect of industrial and commercial lands, as you 
know, we follow, in the improvement section, the Alberta 
Assessment Manual and we follow very closely on market 
value of land, the terms and conditions as set out by the Legis
lation, and' also the Alberta assessors. We had, during the 
whole course of the assessment, experts from Alberta into 
Whitehorse evaluating the work that was being done and 
checking the work that was being done by the assessors loc
ally. We have no reason to believe, Mr. Speaker, from the 
report of the Inspectors of assessors in Alberta that the fair 
market value of property which we have to, by law, assess on 
were not followed during the assessment revision. 

Of course, any assessment is a subjective analysis following 
well defined rules of assessment. That is why, Mr. Speaker, 
the Court of Revision is available to people who do not feel that 
their revised assessment is accurate. It is not abnormal, Mr. 
Speaker, in a general assessment for as many as 10 per cent of 
the people affected to apply to a Court of Revision, particu
.larly we could see this in the Whitehorse area with the drama
tic escalation of the assessments. 

We are satisfied, Mr. Speaker, and I think, and I would be 
surprised if the Court of Revision did not bear this out, that the 
assessment was done on the terms and conditions as laid out in 
the Taxat ion Ordinance and in the test methods of assessment 
checked by professionals all the way along the line. 
Question re: Pipeline Bill 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Klondike. 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister 

responsible for pipeline matters. The House of Parliament is. 
in committee stage on the pipeline bill, and my question, Mr. 
Speaker, is who will represent the Yukon at those hearings, 
will it be an elected member, or will it be an appointed 
member from the Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I have been re
quested by the Secretary to the Parliamentary Committee to 
appear before that Standing Committee next Tuesday after
noon at 3:30pp.m. Mr. Chairman, I was going to beg the'in
dulgence of the House to be able to be away from my desk in 
this house during the period of time that it was neccessary to 
appear before that Committee, and, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to meet with the Caucus of the Whole, if it is possible, to be able 
to present the elected members' concerns on the pipeline 
legislation to the Parliamentary Committee if we so can arc 
'"ange, Mr. Speaker. 
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skyline operations and the reduction of services on the ferry. 
This was in speaking with the Director and the Assistant Ter
ritorial Engineer of the Department of Highways and Public 
Works. 

Since I have been assured in this House that all efforts would 
be made to keep maintenance on that highway up to the level 
that it is, and particularly that the ferry should be operating at 
the level it is , I wonder if I could have the comments of the 
Minister, since this was written six months ago. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, with the closure of the 
Clinton Creek Mine, it's going to be very difficult to justify to 
the Yukon taxpayers, the same level of maintenance on that 
highway and the skyline operation continuing, and, Mr. 
Speaker, the same level of fer ry service. 

Many of those services were primarily for the transporta
tion of ore from the Clinton Creek Mine to Skagway, Alaska. 
With the removal of that necessity, the transportation of that 
ore, I think that it would not be in the interest of the Yukon 
taxpayer to be paying the same level of operation and mainte
nance and services for the roads, fer ries, skyline, in that area, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Ogilvie. 
Ms Millard: Thank you, Mr. Speaker , just supplementary 

to that then: does the Minister not feel that the increase in 
tourism over the past ten years warrants ·at least 24-hour 
service on the ferry at Dawson, in the summer time? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I would hope that or
ganizations such as the KV A could persuade the Department 
of Tourism, in that area, at least for the t ime period that most 
of the activities are happening in Dawson City to pressure this 
Government to provide for 24-hour service, during that period 
of time. The Department of Highways and Public Works, 
naturally, is looking for the best, efficient use of taxpayers' 
dollars and if it can be proven that tourism using that ferry 
during the time that the tourist activities are in full swing in 
Dawson City, then I would hope to think that the policy could 
be of this Government, for that time period, to keep that ferry 
operation in on a 24-hour basis, during that period of time, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Hootalinqua. 
Question re: Income Tax Rebates 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister 
of Consumer Affairs, or , possibly, Mr. Commissioner , I don't 
know just which one may answer, in the field of taxation. It's 
time again for us to file income tax reports and so forth and 
there are certainly some concern as to some the business 
people that are filing returns for people and taking a percen
tage of that monies and buying, in other words sometimes 
buying the actual money that is returned from them, from 
Canada, to them. 

There is, I think in the Provinces, some 15 per cent that they 
are allowed to charge and only 15 per cent. I am just wonder

. Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Ogilvie. ing if I could have the answer whether that was the Provincial 
Question re: Boundary Highway Maintenance/Dawson law, or is that a Federal law and does it apply in the Yukon? 
Ferry Service Mr. Speaker : The Honourable Minister of Corporate and 

Ms Millard: Mr. Speaker, a question directed to the Minis- Consumer Affairs? 
ter of Highways and Public Works: in the study which was Hon. Mr.Hibberd: Mr . Speaker , to my knowledge, the law 
tabled this morning, The Impact of the closure of the Clinton that the Member is referring to is Provincial law. The situa
Creek Mine on Dawson City, Yukon Territory, it states that tion in the Territory is that we are monitoring the situation. I 
seven and a half man years would be eliminated through have no more knowledge at the present time than that. 
curtailment of ~aintenance o~ ~e B.oundary J:Iighw~y as an · Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Hootalin-i 
all-year truck h1ghway, the ehmmatwn of the 1ce bndge and -·~qua? 
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Mr. Fleming;; Supplementary, Mr. Speaker, I would pre
sume, am I correct in presuming that the Minister is going to 
look into the matter and possibly crack down a little and bring 
something forth that we may have that type of law too against 
people that might just take other people ? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs? 

Hon. Mr. Hibberd: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of monitor
ing, of course, is to see if there is any severe effects on the 
consumer . As yet , there has been not too much evidence that 
this is occurring, but it is certainly something that we are 
aware of and must continue to be concerned about. If there is 
evidence that it is being abused, indeed we will have to do 
something about it. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Kluane? 
Question re: Planning Council/Selection of Lands 

Mrs. Watson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the 
Minister of Local Government. In view of the fact that the 
Commissioner stated in the Legislative Return that docu
ments one to four inclusive of the Planning Council, Yukon 
Indian Claim, have been approved by all parties, including 
YTG, and in view of the fact that the Planning Council portion 
document number four states that, and I quote: "There shall 
be provision for Planning Council to identify specific com
munity lands which may require protection in advance of the 
final settlements. Recommendation for withdrawal may be 
then made to the Minister," not the Prime Minister, to the 
Minister , " by the Planning Council for possible selection and· 
inclusion in the final settlement." 

My question, Mr. Speaker, would the Minister provide this 
House with a list of all lands which the Planning Council has 
identified as specific community lands which may require 
protection and which the Planning Council has recommended 
to the Minister to be withdrawn for possible selection by be
neficiaries to the claim? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: I cannot, Mr. Speaker, because no 
such lands have been identified at this time. 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further questions? The Hon
ourable Member from Klondike? 
Question re: Government Leader 

Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I don' t know who to ad
dress this question to at the present time, but I hope that the 
answer received from this question will reveal whoever I am 
addressing it to. We all remember the whirl of passionate 
speeches made in the Reply to the Throne Speech last fall in 
this House, and the government was condemned for the lack of 
leadership, but lo and behold, the Christmas season still 
brings miracles. We now have a majority on the Government 
side of the House, but we are still in the dark on the leadership 
of this majority of this House. By playing the game of elimina
tion, Mr. Speaker, we know that it can't be one of the three 
Members of t~e established government. We also know, Mr. 
Speaker, that 1t cannot be the Honourable Member from Wat
son Lake, because some of these miracles work the other way. 

My question, Mr. Speaker, is there are still two members 
left and would the real leader please rise in this House to 
reveal himself to this House? 

Mr. Speaker: I would have to rule that question out of 
order for obvious reasons. Have you any further questions? 
The Honourable Member from Ogilvie? 
Question re: Constitutional Plan for Yukon 
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ning Unit who were studying the constitutional position of the 
Yukon Territorial Government. I am wondering when we are 
going to see that constitutional plan and where is it at at this 
moment, and when am I going to get an answer to the ques
tion? 

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Commissioner. 
Mr. Commissioner : Mr. Speaker, the study was a study 

commissioned by the Land Claim administration, which, of 
course, the Honourable Member is correct, is par t of, for 
administrative purposes, part of the Economic Research and 
Planning Unit. It is a contract work that is being done by Dr. 
David Elliott, Carlton University, who has been under con
tract to us for specific needs over a number of years. 

The document is in its final stages of completion. It is in the 
hands now of the administration. The Executive Committee 
will be looking at it and reviewing it and I am hopeful that it 
will be available for this House before the Session is over. 

Mr. Speaker : The Honourable Member from Ogilvie. 
Ms Millard: Supplementary to that , Mr. Speaker, since we _, 

do have a Standing Committee on Constitutional Development 
for the Yukon, why were they not consulted in the making of 
this plan? 

Mr. Speaker: To whom is that question addressed? 
Ms Millard: Again to Mr. Commissioner. 
Mr. Speaker: Mr. Commissioner 
Mr. Commissioner: Mr. Speaker, there is no plan. This is 

an analysis of the position, the constitutional position of the 
Yukon Territory today. There is no attempt to develop a plan. 
That legitimately is the responsibility of the Standing Com
mittee, under the current terms of reference. 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further questions? The Hon
ourable Member from Hootalinqua. 
Question Re: Teslin L.I.D. Land Development of Lots 

, I 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minis
ter of Local Government concerning the area that is now being 
surveyed and checked out for small holdings in the Teslin 
L.I.D. and there are forty or fifty lots that are being proposed, 
there are 14 this summer, something to that effect. My con
cern is that it is fairly close to the pipeline corridor and I am 
wondering if the Minister could assure me that that land is not 
within what they have frozen for that corridor and that after ., 
we obtain lots this summer that somebody won't come along 
and say, " No, you are too close and we have to take back the 
title," or whatever. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Highways and 
Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon : I will check that out for the Honoura- ~ 
ble Member, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Kluane? 
Mrs. Watson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on a Point of Privilege, I 

had submitted a written question to the Minister of Local 
Government and I would request a written reply regardless if 
it is only one word. 

Mr. Speaker: Which question would the Honourable 
Member be referring to? 

Mrs. Watson: Mr. Speaker, on a Point of Privilege, the one 
written question that I submitted this morning. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: On a Point of Privilege, Mr. Speaker, 
I did not know that the Honourable Member had prefaced her 
question saying that it was a written question. I would be more 
than happy to bring a written answer back to the Honourable 
Member. · 

.. 

Ms Millard: Mr. Speaker, a question for Mr. Commis-
~sioner. I have standing on the Order Paper a question of De- Mr. Speaker: Are there any further questions? 

'cember 12th concerning the Economic Research and Plan-=- The Honourable Member from Mayo? 

.J 



Mr. Mcintyre : Mr. Speaker, before we proceed to Orders 
of the Day, I seek the consent of the House to r_evert to N?tices 
of Motion and Resolution so I may give Notice of Mot1on to 
concur on the Standing Committee's Seventh Report. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the House agreed? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Speaker: Are there any opposed? 
The Honourable Member, continue please. 
Mr. Mcintyre: Mr. Speaker, I give Notice of Motion _re

garding concurrence of the Seventh Report of the Standmg 
Committee of Rules , Elections and Privileges . 

Mr. Speaker: We will now proceed to Orders of the Day 
under Motions for the Production of Papers. 

MOTIONS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF PAPERS 
Madam Clerk: Item Number 1, standing in the nameofthe 

Honourable Member, Mrs. Watson. 
Mr. Speaker: Is the Honourable Member prepared to pro

ceed with the Motion for the Production of Papers, Number 
One. 

Mrs. Watson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would call question on 
the motion. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 
Member from Kluane, seconded by the Honourable Member 
from Ogilvie, THAT the Government table its organizational 
chart defining : 
(1) the various departments and branches, 
(2) the director or deputy head of each department and 
branch , 
(3) the departmental responsibility of each member of the 
Executive Committee. 
Motion agreed to 

Madam Clerk: Item 2, standing in the name of the Hon
ourable Member, Ms Millard. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the Honourable Member prepared to pro
ceed with Item 2? 

Ms Millard : Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
·Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

Member from Ogilvie, seconded by the Honourable Member 
from Kluane, THAT the Science Council of Canada Report 
Number 26, (August 1977) "Northward Looking-A Strategy 
and a Science Policy for Northern Development" be tabled in 
the House. 
Motion agreed to 

Madam Clerk : Item 3, standing in the name of the Hon
ourable Member, Mrs. Watson. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the Honourable Member prepared to dis
cuss Item 3? 

Mrs. Watson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

Member from Kluane, seconded by the Honourable Member 
from Hootalinqua, THAT the Government of Yukon table the 
Selection process and Land Selection criteria adopted by the 
Planning Council of the Yukon Indian Claim for the selection 
of Yukon lands by the Yukon Indian claim beneficiaries. 

The Motion is nondebatable. 
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Planning Council of the Yukon Indian Land Claim. It would b<' 
totally impossible for this Government to table a non-existent 
document, Mr. Speaker. · 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: We will now proceed to Motions and Resolu
tions. 

MOTIONS 
Madam Clerk: The first Motion, standing in the name of 

the Honourable Member, Mr. Fleming. 
Mr. Speaker: Is the Honourable Member prepared to dis

cuss Item 1? 
Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

.Member from Hootalinqua, seconded by the Honourable 
Member from Kluane, THAT the Yukon Outfitters' brief of 
1978 pertaining to the harves~ing of grizzly bear, ~all sh_eep 
and goat be moved into Committee of the Whole for d1scuss1on. 

The Honourable Member for Hootalinqua? 
Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker, in bringing this to the 

attention of the Committee, I would read part of the brief from 
the first page: 
"First of all we must address ourselves to legislation passed 
at the 1977 Spring Session of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, 
and again at the 1977 Fall Session of the Legislature. 
The formation of the Advisory Council discussed proposed 
changes to the Game Regulations, prior to regulation. This is 
regulation changes being made and put into effect. 

This Association appealed to the Legislative Assembly and 
asked for the Members of Legislature to pass legislation for 
the formation of the Advisory Council, because changes in 
regulations could be made that would have a serious and 
possibly detrimental effect on the outfitting industry. Also, we 
would not be aware of the changes until after they were made. 

Such was the fact , with the regulations pertaining to remov
ing the wolverine from the big game animal list and closing of 
taking this prize trophy by sports hunters. We were told by 
Game Branch officials that this regulation change was not 
based on any biological population date, and only by request 
from the Trappers Association. We were only able to stop this 
regulation for the interim by a last minute request to the 
Commissioner of the 'Yukon Territory. 

Also, the same holds true with the regulations that change 
wolf seasons and opposed the closure from April 1st to July 
31st, thus not allowing for the taking of wolves in conjunction 
with the spring bear hunting. 

We were not informed of this change in regulation and found 
out only when the hunting regulations were available for the 
1977-1978 season, when we questioned personnel of the Game 
Branch in private meetings and at our 1977 Fall meeting in 
November, they did not know why the closure was put in and it 
was several weeks before we received a written reply from the 
Director. 

This Association has been given verbal commitment by the 
Legislative Assembly that no changes in regulations would be 
forthcoming until such time as the Advisory Council is 
formed. It appears that the Territorial Government is not 
prepared to form the Advisory Council until such time as the 
Land Claims in the Yukon have. reached an agreement in 
principle. We agree with this philosophy." 

That's as far as I need to go, Mr. Speaker. I have some 
doubts as to how soon the land claims may be implemented 
and, due to the fact that there has been some talk of regula

HOD. Mr. McKinnon: I know the motion is not debatable, .tions coming forth changiP.g the trophy fees for grizzly bears, 
but my Question of Privilege is that I know of no land selection which is one of the reasons th<t~ 1 !:~ve brought this to the 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon : Mr. Speaker, may I rise on a Ques
tion of Privilege? 

Mr. Speaker: Proceed. 

• criteria or selection process that has been adopted by the-_ . attention of the Assembly. There have been ~"'."'. in my area, 
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because I don't have very many there in the hunting a~d game 
guiding area, but there have ~een the t~o closet~ Tes.hn, have 
approached me and were a httle warned that th1s ~!light ha~
pen and that the price of the trophy may go so high that 1t 
would endanger their livlihood to some extent. 

We know that the grizzly bear is not that ple~tif_ul. Ther~ is 
only one grizzly bear allowed per hunter, per hfetJme, I thmk 
it is, so therefore I felt, too, and so do they, that rather than 
raise the trophy fee so much, that if you just control the hunt
ing of grizzly when that time became apparent there was a 
shortage of them, rather than just raise the fees to ~a use ~hat 
shortage. Because anytime you do raise a fee that IS ~oss1bly 
too much , you may just stop one hunter from commg mto the 
Territory and probably spending $2,000 or $3,000, he may not 
even get a grizzly, but if Y?U do raise the fee, you do chang,e 
their attitude towards commg here to hunt and the fee, I don t 
think means that much to the Government either. 
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Manufacturing in the Yukon; Land, its Development and J?is
bursement · Decentralization of YTG Offices; Housmg 
Strategy for' Pipeline Impact; and Rent Stab!lization be refer
red to the Committee of the Whole for consideratiOn. 

Mr. Speaker: This is seconded by? 
Mr. McCall: Mr. Berger, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

Member from Pelly River, seconded by the Honourable 
Member from Klondike, that the Green Papers on Home 
Manufacturing in Yukon; Land, its Develop_ment and J?is
bursement · Decentrali zation of YTG Offices; Housmg 
Strategy for' Pipeline Impact; and Rent Stabilizati?n be refer
red to the Committee of the Whole for consideratiOn. 

Is there any discussion? 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: We will now proceed to Public Bills. 
I think a better way of controlling it is to make sure that you 

do get all the data you need on the grizzly bear and it becomes PUBLIC BILLS 
a shortage then put a stop to the hunting in those areas or 
possibly all over the Yukon, but not by raising the trophy fees. 
This is our concern then, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs? 

Hon. Mr. Hibberd: Mr. Speaker, if this is to be moved i~to 
Committee I will be making most of my comments regardmg 
what has been raised at that time, but I would like to raise a 
couple of points. 

First of all, the representation that was. made by the Outfit
ters' Association was some time ago. Smce then there has 
been considerable communication between the Game Branch 
and the Outfitters and there has been a change in the stance of 
the Outfitters towards this situation as far as Regulations are 
concerned. They feel that there should be changes in Regula
tions they should go ahead before the Land Claims are set
tled. They are concerned that the Advisory Council is in place 
and that it should be having rule in changing those Regula
tions. 

They are indeed concerned about the control of grizzly b~ar 
hunting, but their concern is , I think, more one of.coop~ra~wn 
than it was in the past. They realize that there IS unlimited 
harvest that can be placed on the animal, and there are vari
ous methods that are being explored as to limit the harvesting 
of that animal and this, which you refer to is only one of them, 
one of them that they have actually considered fairly at this 
time. 

Mr. Speaker: Is there any further debate? 
Motion agreed to 

Madam Clerk : Item 1, adjourned debate, Mr. Mcintyre. 
Mr. Mcintyre: Stand. 
Mr. Speaker : So ordered. 
Madam Clerk : Item 2, adjourned debate, Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke : Stand. 
Mr. Speaker: So ordered. 
The Honourable Member from Pelly River? 
Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to ask unanimous consent of the House that the 
Standing Order 34 be waived in order that the motion ~hich I 
gave notice this morning be dealt in the House forthwith. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the House agreed? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Speaker: Are there any contrary? Proceed. 
Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is moved by my

self, seconded by Mr. Berger, that the Green Papers on Home.'" 

Madam Clerk: Third reading, Bill 3, An Ordinance to 
Amend the Municipal Ordinance, Mr. McKinnon. 

Mr. Speaker : Is the Honourable Minister prepared to pro
ceed with Bill Number 3? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would move, 
seconded by the Honourable Member from Whiteho_rse West, 
that the amendments to Bill Number 3, An Ordmance to 
Amend the Municipal Ordinance, be now read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. Speaker : It has been moved by the Honourable 
Ministe of Highways and Public Works, seconded by the Hon
ourable Minister of Human Resources, that the amendments 
to Bill Number 3 be now read a first and second time. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: When shall the Bill be read for the third 
time? 
Bill No.3: Third Reading 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Now, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded 
by the Honourable Member from Whitehor~e. West, that Bill 
Number 3, An Ordinance to Amend the Mumc1pal Ordmance, 
be now read a third time. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Highways and Public Works, secon~ed by the Honoura
ble Minister of Human Resources, that Bill Number 3 be now 
read a third time. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: Are you prepared to adopt the title to the 
Bill? 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded 
by the Honourable Member from Whitehorse West, that Bill 
Number 3 do not pass and that the title be as on the Order 
Paper. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Highways and Public Works, secon~ed by the Honoura
ble Minister of Human Resources, that Bill Number 3 do now 
pass and that the title be as on the Order Paper. 
Motion agreed to 

Madam Clerk: Third reading Bill 4, An Ordinance to 
A mend the Local Improvement District Ordinance, Mr. McK-
innon. 

Mr. Speaker : The Honourable Minister of Highways an~ 
Public Works. 

Amendments to Bill No. 4: First and second reading 



Hon. Mr. McKinnon : Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by 
the Honourable Member from Whitehorse West, that the 
amendment to Bill Number 4, An Ordinance to Amend the 

· Local Improvement District Ordinance, be now read a first 
~nd second time. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Highways and Public Works, seconded by the Honoura
ble Minister of Human Resources, that the amendments to 
Bill Number 4 be now read a first and second time. 
Motion agreed to 

Bill No. 4: Third reading 
Mr. Speaker: When shall the Bill be read for the third 

time? 
Hon. Mr. McKinnon : Now, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded 

by the Honourable Member from Whitehorse West, that Bill 
Number 4, An Ordinance to Amend the Local Improvement 
District Ordinance, be now read a third time. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Highways and Public Works, seconded by the Honoura
ble Minister of Human Resources, that Bill Number 4 be now 
read a third time. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: Are you prepared to adopt a title to the Bill? 
Hon. Mr. McKinnon : Yes, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded 

by the Honourable Member from Whitehorse West, that Bill 
Number 4 do now pass and that the title be as on the Order 
Paper. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of '-Iighways and Public Works, seconded by the Honoura
ble Minister of Human Resources, that Bill Number 4 do now 
pass and that the title be as on the Order Paper. 
Motion agreed to 

Amendments to Bill Number 10: First and Second Reading: 
Madam Clerk: Bill Number 10, Elections Ordinance, 1977, 

Mr. Lang. 
Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Education? 

,Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable Member from Whitehorse North Centre, that the 
amendments to Bill Number 10, Elections Ordinance, 1977 be 
now read a first and second time. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Education, seconded by the Honourable Minister of 
Highways and Public Works, that the amendments to Bill 
Number 10 be now read a first and second time. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: When shall the Bill be read for the third 
:time? 
Bill Number 10: Tbird Reading 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Now, Mr. Speaker. I move, seconded by 
the Honourable Member from Whitehorse North Centre, that 

1 Bill Number 10, Elections Ordinance, 1977be now read a third 
time. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Education, seconded by the Honourable Minister of 
Highways and Public Works, that Bill Number 10 be now read 
a third time. 

The Honourable Member from Klondike? 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I have to rise to vote 

against this Bill for the simple reason as said before alre~dy, I 
am against Section 4.(2) where we are empowering the Com
missioner to establish a Board. Mr. Speaker, I still think it is 

• wrong, we should have taken on the responsibility ourselves to 
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be responsible people in this House to al>point people to the . 
Board. This power could be misused as I stated before, and I 
still think so. We have no assurance in the Yukon through the 
Yukon Act that the Commissioner has to consult the Executive 
Committee. He does not have to and this is one of the major 
reasons. I have strictly nothing against any other section of 
the Bill except this one particular part 4.(2), Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Is there any further debate? 
The Honourable Member from Kluane? 
Mrs. Watson: Ves, Mr. Speaker, very briefly, I too would 

support the position that the Honourable Member from Klon
dike is taking. I feel that it is important enough to warrant 
opposition to the Bill. The rest of the Bill is quite good, it is 
something that the Yukon needs, but the very essence, the 
very core of the Bill requires some reconsideration. For this 
reason, I will be opposing it. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Education? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, I am disappointed to hear 

the comments by the Members, because I think we covered 
this particular area of the Bill in Committee. I think that it is 
fair to say, Mr. Speaker, that the appointments will be made 
by the Executive Committee and you have my fair assurance 
on that matter. 

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, these Members that have 
raised and have stood up and spoke to the third reading of the 
Bill, I would expect to see some recommendations for names 
·that possibly could be considered for appointment to that 
Board. I would like to see that we get a list of names here in the 
very near future. Time is of the essence and the Board will 
have to be appointed in the very near future. 

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, I think it is fair to say that 
acknowledgement must go to the Clerk of the Assembly as 
well as Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Clegg from Alberta who have 
worked so hard over the last year and a half to get this Bill in 
the final form that we see it today. I think it is going to suit the 
needs of the Yukon, I think it is going to be a very viable piece 
of legislation which will stand well as far as the elections that 
are going to be run in the near future in the Yukon. 

With those remarks, Mr. Speaker, I will sit down, but at the 
same time, I am expecting to see a list of names very shortly. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Pelly River? 
Mr. McCall: Tha~k you, Mr. Speaker. 

I tend to differ with the Minister's remarks. No matter what 
was said in Committee, it went on notice by the Minister, who 
has taken the onus as being the sponsor of this Bill on behalf of 
the Government. 

I tend to agree with the Honourable Member from Klondike 
that no matter what commitments the Minister may make, 
that dealing with the establishment of any board under this 
particular piece of Legislation, the onus and decision will be 
left to the Commissioner of the day, whether the Minister 
screams at the top of his voice or not. No matter how we 
provide lists of names, I do not like this particular section of 
the Bill and I will be voting against it, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Is there any further debate? The Honoura
ble Member from Hootalinqua. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I rise on the same princi
ple as the Honourable Members from Pelly, Kluane and from 
Dawson. 

We fight for some principles in a Bill that we need here very 
badly and that we feel is opposed, is opposing the people of the 
Territory. And when we don't get co-operation for a change. 
such as this, and I don't think that any Member that really is ' 

. responsible to his people and to his constituents can stand up · 
and change his mind. We don't get those and there's one more 
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Bill that was before this House, in principle, the same thing, 
the Motor Vehicles Ordinance, which we needed badly. But 
when those changes are not forthcoming that are really fought 
hard for, then I still stand by my convictions. I will be voting 
against the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker: Is there any furth~r debate? The Honoura
ble Minister of Highways and Public Works. 

Hoo. Mr. McKinnon: Mr. Speaker, naturally I will be sup
port~ng the Elections Ordinance. It's good legislation. It re
patrJates the responsibility of this Legislative Assembly, tak
ing, once again, the responsibility which they are capable of 
handling for running elections to this Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, with all of the good portions within the 
Elections Ordinance and all the work that is done I find it 
di~ic~lt tha_t Honourable Members could not support that 
prmc1ple tying themselves to a game of constitutional one
up-manship. They well know and they know it as well as any
body in the Yukon, that under the terms of the Yukon Act 
Section 3, the Governor-in-Council may appoint for the Territ: 
ory a Chief Executive Officer to be styled and known as the 
Commissioner of the Yukon Territory. 

And Section 4: "That the Commissioner shall administer 
the Government of the Territory under instructions from time 
to time given him by the Governor-in-Council or the Minis
ter." 

There it is, Mr. Speaker, in a nutshell. The elected Members 
of the Executive Committee don't like it and have said often 
they don't. We know that the other Members don't , but that is 
the constitutional position and the facts of life in the Yukon at 
this time and, Mr. Speaker, be so irresponsible as to be playing 
constitutionalgames, when the Honourable Members well 
know that that is the position of the Yukon Territory and as the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Territory mention in the Yukon 
Act, that that must be mentioned, not the Minister, not the 
Executive Committee, which are not part of the constitutional 
make-up of the Yukon Act at the present time. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fine to say that we don't like things as they 
are, but one must accept the reality of the moment and when 
the Members of the Executive Committee get accussed to 
playing constitutional games, when we are dealing with the 
bread and butter issues that the people ofthe Yukon need, Mr. 
Speaker, and then to see this type of non support for a Bill on a 
constitutional issue that they know we cannot change by this 
Legislation. Mr. Speaker, in agreeing to all other aspects of 
the Legislation, I just find that, Mr. Speaker, with all the work 
that has been done, just a bit irresponsible from the Honoura
ble Members who are not going to support this much needed 
Legislation which allows us to work within the parameters of 
the constitution to bring constitutional reform to the Yukon to 
bring the elections back to the Yukon Territory. 

Mr. Speaker, I just cannot agree with them on the point that 
they are raising and, Mr. Speaker, they know better than that. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Klondike? 
Mr. Berger: Mr. Speaker, I never accused any one of the 

Executive Committee. My point was that I don 't trust the 
Commissioner's office. I have never accused anybody on the 
Executive Committee of playing a political game Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Order please, I cannot find that the Honour
able Member has a Question of Privilege for the reasons 
stated a few days ago that allegations of fact between two 
members do not constitute a Question of Privilege. 

The Honourable Member from Whitehorse Riverdale? 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will be supporting the 

Bill. I think it certainly is a positive step in Yukon's develop
ment and I could certainly say that I recognize some of the 
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problems some of the members are having with this certain 
section and I appreciate it. But I just think that sometimes 
taking that approach is not too meaningful, because I think 
our efforts should be directed more to changing the Yukon Act 
and taking some positive measures that way, because we all 
know we have a situation we have to live with today, and 
unless we change that one very important piece of writing , 
t~en I think we are going to be playing a losing game for a long 
time. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Human Re
sources? 

Hon. Mrs. Wbyard: Mr. Speaker, I think that all members 
are ~greed on one fact and that is we hope that this is the last 
sess10n and perhaps the last election where there will be such 
a position as an appointed Commissioner, nobody is going to 
argue that one. 

I see no point in opposing a good piece of legislation which is 
advancing us down the path of constitutional development 
because of a policy which we all realize is impossible to 
change at this time. 

I think that all Honourable Members should realize also that 
when they get into party politics, which I understand most of 
them are willing to do in the forthcoming Territorial election, 
M~. Speaker, then the whole pattern changes with such ap
pomtments and you will find that as in provinces, the Chief 
Electoral Officer is named by an all-party committee. This is 
what we are trying to achieve, Mr. Speaker, as we move 
slowly but firmly toward autonomy in this country. 
When we get into party politics, Mr. Speaker, then the Mem
bers of the Board will be chosen by a committee of party 
leaders and all of these matters will be open to decisions and 
input of elected members of those parties. But today, it is 
beyond our possibilities and authority to make this change and 
I see no real point in delaying the passage of an ordinance 
which all Members wanted, which all Members now have 
before them and in which the furture control of our own elec
tions is insured. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from Ogilvie. 
Ms Millard: ~r. Speaker, I'll be brief. I'll just say that the 

Government just lost my vote, because I agree that 95 per cent 
of this Bill is excellent and I would hate to see it not pass, 
however, I certainly don't agree that the only way we can 
change things in this Legislature is to wait for great gifts from 
Ottawa. I think we can change things right here and we tried to 
change them in the Bill and they weren't accepted. 

Now, if that isn't a democratic process, I don 't know what is. 
We have to use that method and that 's all we, on this side, it 
seems to be divided in half except for one, that's all that we are 
trying to say, is that, okay, let's work this out together and get 
to a solution. But when all our solutions are being just thrown 
out, then the Government loses my vote. 

Mr. Speaker: I'm afraid that the Honourable Member 
from Pelly River has already spoken on this debate and I 
might say that the Honourable Member from Klondike has, as 
well, and it would not be permissible for the Members to speak 
again at this time. 

The Honourable Minister of Consumer and Corporate Af· 
fairs. 

Hon. Mr. Hibberd: Mr. Speaker, I find it rather disturbing 
. that the Honourable Members are taking the attitude that they 

haven't received input into this Bill and I would like to point 
out to them that during the passage of a Bill very recently, we 
had to deal with 94 amendments, which were floor amend
ments , Mr. Speaker. They were brought forth by the Members 
of this House and were received by the Government and were 
incorporated into the Legislation. 



Now. if they are not getting any input, what is that. Mr. 
Speaker. They certainly are having their input, their amend
ments are being incorporated. There are times when they 
simply can 't be incorporated. 

I think that they should take their kudos. they"ve done very 
well. they've had lots of changes. They should be proud ofthis. 

The problem also remains, Mr. Speaker, that we are dealing 
with an Elections Ordinance to run our own e lections. The 
difficulties that the Members seem to be getting into is that we 
are not dealing with the Yukon Act. The Yukon Act is the 
s tumbling block that is before us and we a ll know that that's 
beyond our capability to alter. 

It's a reality that we have to face. I think the very fact that 
we·re bringing forth a Bill of this nature, that, I might add. 
was considered a good bill by the Members opposite when we 
were debating it in the Fall, I think that we should be proud 
tha t we have the opportunity to make this advancement con
stitu tiona lly. as fa r as we can within the framework of the 
Yukon Act. which is beyond our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker: Division has been called. Madam Clerk. 
would you kindly poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Agreed. 
Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Agreed. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Agreed. 
Hon. Mr. Hibberd: Agreed. 
Mr. Mcintyre: Agreed. 
Mr. Berger: Disagree. 
Mr. Fleming: Disagree. 
Ms Millard: Di sagree. 
Mr. McCall: Disagree. 
Mrs. Watson: Disagree. 
Mr. Lengerke: Agree. 
Madam Clerk: Mr. Speaker. the results of division on Bill 

10 are : 6-yea , 5-nay. 
Mr. Speaker: I must then declare that the motion is car

ried. 
M otion agr eed to 

Mr. Speaker: Are you prepared to adopt the title to the 
Bill? The Honourable Minister of Education? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. SpeakH, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable Member from Whitehorse North Centr e that Bill 
Number 10 do now pass and that the title be as on the Order 
Paper. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Minis
ter of Education, seconded by the Honourable Minister of 
Highways and Public Works, that Bill Number 10 do now pass 
and that the title be as on the Order Paper. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member from PellyRiver? 
Mr . McCall : Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I would move that 

Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House r esolve into 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Fleming: I second that. 
Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 

Member from Pelly River, seconded by the Honourable 
Member from Hootalinqua, that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Chair and that the House resolve into the Committee of the 
Whole. 
Motion agreed to 

Speaker leaves the Chair 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Mr. Chairman: I call the Committee to order. The first 

Green Paper we will be discussing this morning will be the 
Land, Its Development and Disbursement. 

I will now call a brief recess. 
Recess 

Mr. Chairman: I call Committee to order. 
There has been a change in our scheduling and we'll now 

proceed to discuss the green paper on Gambling in the Yukon. 
Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would just like to 

make a few remarks with respect to the report, which was 
appended to the green paper. I th ink everybody is familiar 
with the impact study that was done. 

I understand now that there has been an updated version 
and there has been some changes to it, just bringing in some 
further statistics, but I would just like to say in general, Mr. 
Chairman, that the report itself I think was very well done. 
Certainly they went into a lot of detail with respect to what 
motivates people to gamble and results of this and this type of 
thing. 

I cannot fault the people who did the report in any shape or 
form , other than that I would have, personally, looked a little 
further in the role of Dawson City, at using the gambling 
situation, certainly, to strengthen the tourist business. I would 
have looked to really setting up a model if you would increase 
facilities at Dawson, and ai rport fr ~ilities and providing tours 
and this type of thing, a real promotional type of strategy in 
the first place. What the results or what the impact of gambl
ing would be. 

The study appears to have taken the present situation in 
Dawson, the number of tourists that do come into Dawson 
now, without any really accelerated or new approach to bring
ing in more people, but, as I say, generally I think the conclu
sions reached are quite good. I commend them, I think there's 
been a lot of good work gone into it, a lot of good research and I 
think they 've certainly concluded quite satisfactorily, the al
ternatives to this. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger? 
Mr. Berger : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am generally 

pleased with the report, except in a couple of th ings and I 
would like to point out those things. One of them especially, the 
crime increase because of gambling activity in Dawson. I 
mean crime increased in Dawson for other reasons that the 
gambling alone, especially on a seasonal basis. We have an 
increase in population in Dawson , we have kids coming back 
from school which are outside of Dawson for eight months or 
ten months of the year , and I personally feel that living in 
Dawson for many, many years that there is absolutely nothing 
to do with the gambling activ ity in Dawson. This is the only 
point that I really disagree with in the report. 

The other thing, Mr. Chairman, I think it is not really 
strongly enough emphasized in this report that gambling 
should not expand in the whole Yukon Territory. Gambling 
should only stay in Dawson City, because we would really 
defeat the purpose of trying to create a tourist attraction. We 
are facing in Dawson, especially since the closure of the Clin
ton Creek Mine, we are taking away another resource in that 
particular area, so our concentration has to be strictly on the 
gambling, on the attraction and adding more attraction to the 
tourists in Dawson. 

The other thing is, under expansion of gambling in Dawson, 
I think this should be left alone. This should not be interfered 
with by the government. It should be left to the people who are 
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presently are operating the gambling cassino. If they feel 
because of increasing tourist traffic that it warrants an ex
pansion of gambling activity in Dawson, it should be up to 
them. If necessary, if the government wants to control the 
timing, it should be strictly on the advice of those people to 
extend the season in Dawson. If they feel that the cassino in 
Dawson needs to be expanded, again it should be left up to 
those people. They are controlling the whole thing a ll summer 
long, they ar e the ones that are running the activities in Daw
son, and it should be just left to them to advise the government 
or advise the Dawson City Council on what they a re planning 
on doing. 

It should not be interfer ed by government activity, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman , I have to agree 
wholeheartedly with the Honourable Member from Dawson. I 
see the same problems if we came to the conclusion that we 
wanted gambling all over the Yukon. I think it would be a 
disasterous affa ir before we got finished, if we turned it loose. 
I have to agree with this report in the sense that it has been 
very well done and I agree with most everything here. 

But, I think we should make sure that we do not go into a 
process where the Yukon is considered a place for just gamb· 
lers to come up her e , anywhere, all over. I feel, as the Member 
does, that Dawson City is our area and I live far away from 
there, on the other end. I don 't think we we car e for that 
gambling in our dis trict. 

Dawson City is the tourist attraction, one of the main ones 
for the Yukon.It is there now, a certain amount of gambling. I 
think that that could probably be enlarged and , as the Member 
said, by the persons involved, not too much by the Govern
ment. I think Government just allowing them to do so will bE' 
enough. From there on , I think they're quite capable of taking 
care of themself. 

I think the tourist industry would be affected more ad
versely if we had it all over the Yukon , you know, and not just 
in Dawson City. When it's just there, it is a tourist attraction to 
this Territory and I think that they will , you know, many, 
many , many more of them come maybe for that certain ele
ment. They like to gamble a little and be here, but if it is for the 
whole Yukon, you get an enti rely different picture of the 
gambling game and the big circles and the big money and I 
don 't r eally believe that this is the ·place for it. 

Mr. Chairman: Any further discussion? Mrs. Whyard. 
Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I have to agree com

ple tely with the Honourable Member from Hootalinqua. I 
have a personal bias against expansion of any kind of gambl
ing in the Yukon and I may be alone in that approach , in this 
House. 

But everytime I turn the corner , on to that highway to Daw
son City and see that large sign saying "Dawson City
Gambling", in letters four feet high, I get mad, because I know 
that that is not why people are going to see Dawson City. 
Dawson City is the jewel in the tourism crown of this Territory 
and it has historic significance for this Territory that no other 
area has, except, perhaps, Robert Campbell's first settlement 
in Francis Lake. And I hope some day that will be recognized, 
Mr. Shairman, in the position in which it should be. 

But to type Dawson as a gambling town is not my idea of the 
right way to approach tourism and the right way to attract 
people to the Klondike. I had some small connection with the 
tourism business for several years in this country , Mr. 
Chairman, and I know from facts that the majority of people 
who come to see this country are not coming to gamble, nor 
are they coming to get drunk. 

The majority of people who come up that Highway or fly in~ 
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here on charter groups are middle-aged. solid c1tizens who 
have saved their money for this trip to come and see the real 
Klondike and the history of this country 

They don't need any additional opportunities to gamble. In 
fact, Mr. Chairman, most of them are a little leary of going in 
there and losing some bucks if they did save to come spend 
here on other things. I am happy about this report. it has 
upheld most of my opinions on the subject, but even if it didn 't , 
I could not approve any extension of gambling throughout the 
Territory. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard? 

Ms Millard: Just briefly, Mr. Chairman, I too agree with 
the report. I think it is well done, one of the few well done 
reports we have been able to receive. It has been discussed 
with the Klondike Visitors Association and they too are quite 
in agreement. They had parts in writing the report. 

I think it does bring up a very important aspect though of 
tourism. While we are dealing with gambling as a particular 
item, we should not forget that government cou ld play a very 
vital role in tourism as a whole. I feel it is time that this 
Government has developed a policy on tourism and a very 
active aggressive stance in trying to establish a secondary 
industry in tourism in Yukon. I don't think this is being done. I 
think that we are getting lost again in the trees and forgetting 
the forest by getting worried about whether gambling should 
expand or not. 

We should be worrying about how should we treat this sec
ondary industry as a viable industry in Yukon as a whole 
policy for all government departments, not for simply the 
Department of Tourism or Department of Game, but however 
you are going to make this a vita l indust ry in the Yukon. I 
know that that is KVA's attitude is that although they seem to 
pick out pieces of things and get lost in those little directions. I 
think maybe the government should try to meld that all to
gether and make a good tourism policy for the Yukon, particu
larly since we cannot rely on a boom and bust situation with 
places like Clinton Creek closing down, a pipeline that will 
only give us benefits, if it ever does give us benefits. for only a 
short time. We have to start thinking in terms of long term 
benefits of tourism in the Yukon. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mrs. Watson? 

Mrs. Watson: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I am not an authority on 
gambling at all, I loathe gambling. However, I do feel that in 
Dawson City, while it may not be one of the attractions of 
Dawson, I certainly think it is a complement to tourism in 
Dawson City and it has made Dawson capable financially to do 
some of the things to promote tourism in their community that 
they would not have been able to do. I was very happy to see 
that they ruled out the gambling for Whitehorse, either on a 
seasonal or full term operation, because I think we all recog
nize the dangers that could possibly have accrued to the Ter
ritory on that. 

I don't completely agree with the Honourable Member from 
Klondike when he says that the extending of the gambling 
operation in Dawson City should be the decision of the local 
people. I think that it should be the decision of the local people 
to a certain degree, but somewhere along the line I think 
government does have to be involved. If they decide to go on it 
for six months or eight months, I think that there should be 
some controls where this type of permission would have to be 
approved by the Territorial Government. If you are looking at 
an extra week or two, that's a different matter. 

We cannot completely rule out Number 5, " To develop a 
seasonal or year-round operation in a small Yukon town." 

I'm not suggesting that from the point of view of at the 
present time, but I think it's something that may be kept in the 
back of our minds or in the minds of the Government, the 



minds of the people of the Territory, that we have some small 
towns in the Yukon Territory who, economically, are a disas
ter area. And, hopefully, with some of these projects coming 
in, haturally the' Yukon will not be the same again, after these 
projec'ts are completed. Some of these communities will have 
a more substantial economic base. But it may be that in order 
to provide some basis for the town, and probably, again. to 
complement tourism, not necessarily, the Government may 
want to look at developing a seasonal operation in another 
small Yukon town. 

Otherwise, Mr. Chairman, I would support the position tak
ing in the green paper completely. 

Mr. Chairman: Any further discussion? Yes, Mr. Berger. 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr . Chairman, one thing I would like to 

point out that I can't recall reading in the report, last fall when 
it first came up, but it is the licencing of the gambling casino in 
Dawson. At the present time, the gambling casino is operating 
on a year-to-year basis and you really can't plan ahead prop
erly. 

An operation like this really needs to be required, because 
right now it is running close to half a million dollars and this is 
where the government r eally interferes in it , where it expects 
a propaganda operation in Dawson City when people cannot 
properly plan ahead, because they cannot know at the present 
time whether they are going to be licenced next year. Yet we 
are talking about, as I pointed out, pretty close to half a million 
dollars and that budget has grown from year to year. 

It does have an important input in the town by employing 
people there, giving them employment,and I don't care what 
your report says, the money is going to stay in town, maybe 
generated by 65 per cent in town, but again, it gives employ
ment to people an therefore it is very, very important that an 
operation like this can plan ahead say for five years or ten 
years. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I just have a few other 

comments. As the mover of that particular motion and getting 
it into action as far as the report is concerned, I felt at that 
time, and I still do, that the use of the gambling situation, the 
unique gambling situation h Yukon could have well and I 
think to some degree still can and will at some future date, 
provide a very viable tool in the strengthening of the tourist 
industry. As Members have pointed uut , certainly that is to a 
degree what makes Dawson go and I well realize and I well 
appreciate that not all people go to Dawson to gamble. Cer
tainly the Minister of Health made a very good point there and 
she knows well , having been a long time resident in Yukon 
just, exactly why people do go to Dawson. 

I , some place along the line, envision certainly some very 
good revenues accruing to the Territory if in fact the gambling 
base, say at Dawson, was expanded. You can't realistically 
make predictions and come up with pro forma statements just 
on the basis of one cassino alone. This is, as I said in my earlier 
remarks, I am a bit disappointed in the report that it didn't go 
to set up some models of really establishing a larger base for 
gambling type activities in Dawson. 

I think then they would have seen that the financial returns 
would have been something else and I was really interested in 
promoting the spin-offs of an industry such as this. The spin
offs, in fact, are like the Member from Ogilvie said, are other 
areas of the tourist industry, in other words more accommo
dations, more historic site development, more tours, this kind 
of thing would come from it. But as I say, I think it is an 
excellent frame work, an excellent base, data that we have 
now established. I think too it certainly satisfies me in some 
degree that I know now what the attitudes of a lot of people are 

. with respect to gambling in Yukon. 
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I think, if nothing else, the purpose, the exercise that we 
have gone through has been worthwhile in that regard. 

Mr. Chairman: Any further discuss ion? Yes, Mrs. 
Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman, I did not go into the 
details of the report as they affect the figures, which inyolve 
workers in our branch of Social Welfare and those stat1st1cs 
are evident to all Members. Therefore I didn't feel any need to 
underline them, but of course that is another concern for my 
department. I would like to remind all Members, howev.er, 
Mr. Chairman, this report was done because of a resolutiOn 
and passed through this House on this specific subject.and thT 
people who did this study were not as~ed to enlarge ~~ othe 
areas of tourism and I know that they w11l m future stud1es, but 
I would just like to make it clear that it was n? fault on their 
part. This report was set on exactly the subject they were 
asked to do it on. 

One other thing, Mr. Chairman, is that any l~galized gam~l
ing in the Yukon in Dawson or elsew~ere, reqUires a change ~n 
the Criminal Code of Canada,.wh1ch we must all keep m 
mind in that it was a very special occasion which prompted 
the changing of that code to permit leagalized gambling: in 
Dawson City for a particular festiva l, and has been on-gomg 
ever since. 

I think that if we are thinking at all in terms of enlarging 
gambling or asking to have it legalized in other areas, you 
must also consider the requirement to get that change in effect 
in a federal statute. 

Mr. Chairman: Any further discussion? We will now con
sider discussion of gambling in the Yukon closed and we'll 
recess until 1:30. 
Re,eess J) 

Mr. Chairman: Please come to order. 
The green paper we are about to discuss in Committee is the 

green paper on Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impact. Any 
discussion ? Mr. Lang. 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, you will recall this was 
tabled last Session. We haven't had an opportunity of discus
sing the paper. 

I would like to make a few opening remarks , in respect to the 
paper. I would first like to begin by commending the work of 
the Yukon Housing Corporation and the administration of the 
Housing Corporation and the work that they have done. It's· 
been a lot of work and I think that they've come up with some 
various policy directions that the Housing Corporation can 
take in this particular area, as we feel it's going to be a very 
important area that will affect how we handle the pipeline 
prior to construction and during construction. 

The basic policy behind this paper, Mr. Chairman, is the 
fact that the Government is supporting the concept of the 
private sector. We are looking to the private sector to supply 
the needs, one way or the other, of the housing that will be 
necessary for the pipeline and, after pipeline, for the perma
nent jobs that will be created, whether it is di.rec~ly on ~he . 
pipeline or working on the pipeline, or the serv1ce mdustnes 
that will be connected to that. 

I should point out that the paper is divided into various 
strategies that could be employed. I should point out, Mr. 
Chairman, that we have not put a dollar figure to any of these 
various strategies outlined because we really don't lcnow 
what's going to happen at the present time. 

Once a direction in a particular area has been decided upon, 
then it would go through the normal channels, whether it ~ 
legislation or through appropriation or whatever through th1s 
Legislature at one time or another . 



It should be pointed out that the figures that we have used 
are very subjective. They've been taken from the Foothills 
analysis and through the Economic Planning Unit, tr ying to 
come up with a multiplier effect how it would effect the vari
ous communities. 

At the same time, Mr. Chairman, the paper for the North 
Highway reflects in a very general way what we envisage the 
Shakwak Valley Project could do, for example, with the com
munity of Haines Junction, along with the parks. We've put an 
arbitrary figure of, say, 25 homes for that particular area. As 
) turns out, Mr. Chairman , we didn 't have the r esults of the 
~nvironmental impact study that was done on the Shakwak 
Valley and my officials looking at it overall , it appears to be 
that we may be in the ball park for that particular area. But 
it's going to take more study and it's going to have to be 
reflected in here. 

At the same time, I think for the North Highway, while I'm 
delving on the Shakwak Valley, is that the conscious decision 
has been made for the construction of the Shakwak Valley 
Project that it will be there to complement the construction of 
the pipeline, rather than conflict with it so therefore, rather 
than seeing, in the various areas affected, such as Haines 
Junction, you may not be seeing a boom and a bust situ ation, 
you may see just a progression of homes that are necessary 
during the total construction, so in other words, where the 
pipeline is being constructed over a two to three year period, 
the Shakwak Valley project may be just carrying on with 
engineering and feasi.'>ility studies as opposed to actual con
struction. 

Subsequently, the housing needs that are in the community 
'or the pipeline will be met at that time and then would carry 
n for the Shakwak Valley Project. 
It is my understanding, or we are hoping at any rate, that 

there may be some contracts let this coming spring for the 
~hakwak Valley Project close to Haines Junction, and this all 
~pends, of course- it is an international agreement, and the 

way I understand it, it depends on when the Government of the 
United States accepts the environmental studies that have 
been done. 

The various strategies outlined, Mr. Chairman , go strictly 
to the private sector, to the building of a speculative manner to 
the point where the Housing Corporation would begin possibly 
a small subdivision to encourage, to show to the people that a 
speculative market is available in these various communities. 
I think this was aptly demonstrated in the AHOP units that 
were built in Riverdale. Prior to that, the Homebuilders were 
not interested in that project. The Yukon Housing Corporation 
went ahead, built a number of units, and the demand was there 
and now the Homebuilders have taken over the lead role in 
that particular area, which is the way it should be. 

I think the major role that we envisage with this Paper is the 
Yukon Housing Corporation taking a higher profile than what 
they have in the past. To use them as the Government 's agent 
in this area, along with Local Government in the development 
of land, to get with the municipalities and the private sector 
and the Foothills Company to ensure that the necessary build
ings are going to take place. It is going to be a lot more work for 
the Housing Corporation, but I have had discussions with them 
and they appear to be prepared to take the forefront in respon
sibility in this area. 

At the same time, Mr. Chairman, it should be pointed out in 
e paper it states that we are going to get out and discuss the 

1per with various communities, we have had the opportunity 
_discussing the Paper in general terms with Haines Junction 

as well as Teslin. I didn' t get an opportunity to attend those 
meetings, but I did attend one in Watson Lake, the L.I.D. 
there, and we were favourably received, and they are glad to 

. know that there is somebody that they can go to and their 
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government that represents them, to be the monitoring agent, 
and if they have a problem we are prepared to help. A lot is 
going to depend on the timing of the pipeline. It is my under
standing that it was announced today that we may see a year 
or two delay in the pipeline, according to the news. So, it all has 
to do with timing. 

The other point, Mr . Chairman, is what finances are going to 
be available to us and on what terms the financi ng is going to 
be available to us. 

Mr. Chairman, with those remarks, I would like to ask Mr. 
Keith Schneider to perhaps come as a witness, if there is any 
technical questions on the paper. 

Mr. Chairman: All right. 
Yes, Mr. Taylor. 
Hon. Mr. Taylor: Yes, Mr. Chairman , while we await the 

witness, I did have one concern and I would hope that the 
administration would give a lot of consideration to and that is 
the fact that we do not make the mistake in any planning of 
housing developments within the Territory, that we made in 
the past and that would be the permitting of compounding. 

I think many Honourable Members will remember that 
there was a period in time when the CN Telecommunications 
people were compounded in one quarter of a development 
where the RCMP, even to this day and in some communities 
are compounded in another area. I hope that in any considera
tion given to the proposals in the green paper in meeting the 
pipeline impacts, that this is given a lot of consideration, 
because I think it does cause problems in a community. 

In other words, that no compounding be permitted, that any 
groups or like-minded groups are scattered throughout the 
community. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman , the Honourable Member 

has raised a very important point and for an example, the 
Housing Corporation has already had some discussions with 
the Foothills representatives and we're looking to getting 
them together, as well, for an example, in Beaver Creek, 
getting the various federal agents that are involved in Beaver 
Creek to look at their staff complement and the increases it 
could possibly come about and try to meld them together so 
that there is a common plan for an area. 

Now, as I say, it's going to take a lot of organizing and it's 
going to take a lot of consultation with the various parties 
involved in order to achieve that, but our major aim is to 
attempt to do that, because I agree with you, I don't think that 
one part of the community should be segregated from the 
other. I think that we want to look at homogenized com
munities and the only way we're going to do it is if one particu
lar agency takes the lead role to try to get these parties to
gether to attempt to come up with a common plan. 

It's going to mean getting local government, the Housing 
Corporation, as I said earlier, as well as the Applicant and the 
other federal agencies together around a table and decide just 
exactly what's supposed to happen. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I'm a bit concerned 

with one of the statements by the Minister, when he's saying 
that the Yukon Housing Corporation is to take a leading role or 
work on a much higher profile. I would like to get a little more 
explanation from the Minister on that. 

I'm concerned that it shouldn't be the Yukon Housing Cor
poration is the one that initiates things and develops the 
policies, but it should be the Government. I realize that Yukon 
Housing is part of the Government of Yukon, but I think it 



should be coming through and from members of Government 
and not a corporation. 

I 'm really wondering, I'm concerned here in Strategy A, 
that you say " The Yukon Housing Corporation take a lead role 
by initiating a co-ordinated planning process in each commun
ity directly affected by the pipeline". 

I don't think that, in my own personal view, is really the role 
that should be had. I think that we should be encouraging the 
municipalities and the likes of those organizations to be taking 
a leading role in initiating planning processes. 

Certainly they should be able to use the tool of the Yukon 
Housing Corporat ion as a tool of last resort , because if you are 
sincere in what you are saying, that you are going to have 
pri \ ate enterprise really lead the role, I think that is what you 
have to try and encourage in the fullest way. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Lang? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, perhaps I was misunders

tood. The vehicle for the Government here, the contact point 
as we envisage it, will be through the Housing Corporation. It 
is vital to us that the communities be involved ini tia lly. That is 
why we have gone to the communities to say, "This is ava ila
ble to you and we are prepared to help." I should point out that 
any major poli cy decisions go through the Executive and sub
sequently are ra tifi ed here in some manner. Subsequently, it 
is going to be the elected Members in the final analysis in 
making the decision. 

But the vehicle is there in place and I can't see going about 
and creating another one within Government a t the present 
time. We are trying to do it within the finances we have, and at 
the same time, we are a ttempting to initiate with the com
munities, we are trying to get them to say, look, what do you 
need? Weare prepared to help, we are prepared to provide the 
expertise, and if necessary, the direction of wherever they 
want to go. 

But I think that we have a responsibility, the people in this 
Legislature as well as the Housing Corporation to take the 
overall umbrella responsibility so that we ensure that the 
right hand knows what the left hand is doing. In other words, 
when I refer to say Beaver Creek with the Federal interest up 
there, whether it be Customs or RCMP, there has got to be 
some agency in the Government that is pulling these together 
around a table, to see what is necessary. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Watson? 
Mrs. Watson: Mr . Cha irman, I can agree with some 

agency pulling government together within each community. 
But I am just wondering what the role of the Housing Corpora
tion is with regard to the private sector. I read these papers , 
Mr. Chairman, and they were required to be done. The Gov
ernment had to come forward with some type of strategy. But, 
Mr. Chairman, these papers are almost misleading. They are 
done in all sincerity, but they are misleading. When I look at 
the one component that is required for a housing strategy and 
that is land. If you haven't got land you can't stack them one on 
top of the other. Now, we are just looking, you are talking 
about a housing strategy for Beaver Creek. You say that there 
are three, six dwelling units available now and I tell you, there 
are three surveyed lots available now in Beaver Creek. In 
order to build you need two because you have to put your septic 
tank on one of them. Three. And we are looking at a require
ment of a possibility of thirty houses. How can Beaver Creek 
plan? 

We haven't any hope, as far as I can see, of getting more 
land. This is where all our attention should be focused. 

Look at Teslin: they have one square mile. They can't go 
very much further on one square mile. I look at Haines Junc
tion, they have 55 acres. There is no way they can accommo

;date 85 houses, no way. 
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Hon. Mr. Lang: Point of Order. 
Mrs. Watson: Mr.-. Oh, Mr. Chairman. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: A point of order. 
Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Lang, what 's your point of order? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, the point is that we have a 

land development paper in Committee that is to be disc.u:;sed. 
I fully realize the problem with the land, but I am not prepared 
to take responsibility for it because I'm not the Federal Gov
ernment. 

The Minister is coming and we will get the opportunity of 
speaking to him and put forth the needs that we need for these ) 
various communities. 

Mrs. Watson : Point of Order, Mr. Chairman, what is the 
Point of Order? 

Mr. Chairman, may I continue? 
Mr. Chairman: Yes, continue. 
Mrs. Watson: Mr. Chairman, I am talking about a real 

situation. I don't care whose fault it is-
Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Talk about housing. 
Mr. Chairman: Order , please. 
Mrs. Watson: What 's the use of talking about housing if 

you can' t deliver and all we're doing is frustrating people. 
I prefaced my remarks by saying I understand the Govern

ment had to do this type of survey , but let 's not mislead the 
people. In Whitehorse you've got 240 square miles you can roll , 
you can roll. In Teslin, you can' t roll , Beaver Creek you can't 
roll, Haines Junction you can't roll , and I'm sure, in Watson 
Lake, you can only roll so far and you 've hit the limit of the 
land that's ava ilable. 

I just cannot go to these communities that are in my area 
and say, you are going to need 30 houses, you are going to need 
85 houses in Haines J unction, because all hell let's loose, and I 
mean it, because people are saying just don't come to us and 
tell us how many people will want to live here, because we 
can 't provide housing or the land for the people that are here 
now. 

This is the point that I'm making. It's fine to say that the 
Yukon Housing Corporation should take some leadership in 
the housing. Fine, but this is premature until the Territorial 
Government can come before the people of this Territory and 
say, yes, 80 houses are going to be made available, are re
quired, w~ will be able to get the land for them. 

Because, Mr. Chairman, the thing that is going to happen, 
the very thing that the Honourable Member from Watson 
Lake was saying don't let happen, but until we get that land 
thing cracked, the only agency that could get land, that's been 
able to get Crown land, was National Parks. They got five 
acres for the administration building last year. 

The only people who are going to get land in Haines Junction 
or Beaver Creek, when land is run out of, is the RCMP. The 
federal agency will get a few surveyed lots for what they want. 

This is what is going to happen. Northern Health, when we 
need more nurses, when we need larger health centres. They 
are going to. They will apply because they are a government 
agency, they will get the land, not the Territorial Government, 
unless we crack it and that is the first thing that we have to do, 
because I am prepared to go, the situation is so bad, to DPW 
and say the Shakwak Project is coming through there, lwill you 
please apply for a subdivision, develop it, sell it, so at least we 
have something available. 

That is where our energy should be today. 
Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard? 
Ms Millard : Yes, Mr. Chairman, I can only agree with the 

speaker before me that it is all very fine to have nice little 

) 
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plans on paper. but what have we got in reality? My concern is 
not only with land, but with the financing. How far has discus
sion with the CMHC and chartered banks gone? Can we have 
some indication that thi s is a possibility? 

I would like to ask our witness that. but first I would like to 
mention that I feel that some of these ideas are very good, and 
I think they could be applied to other communities other than 
just the pipeline route. We have had several discussions with 
the Housing Corporation in Dawson. We formed a housing 
committee through the City, which I believe is still in exis
tence , and through that we were trying to initiate a co
ordinated planning process which is the first item on here with 
the Housing Corporation throughout the Territory so that we 
have some idea of where we are at now and what has to be done 
in the future. It can be done for Old Crow as well as for Dawson 
and a lot of other communities that have a great housing need. 
We may be getting lost again on being led off into the bushes by 
the pipeline carrot and having a solution for the pipeline route, 
but not for the rest of the Territory. 

I think it should be considered for the whole Territory. First, 
of course, we need the real basic things like land and financ
ing . I wonder if I could ask our witness how far have discus
sions gone in these issues? 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Lang? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I should point out that I 

recall very vividly where the Government was lambasted for 
approximately a month, the fact that they hadn't come up with 
various strategies to handle the pipeline. Now before you, you 
have a paper which outlines the various options and strategies 
that could be followed to try to resolve some of the situations 
as they develop. As far as approaching CMHC at the present 
time to see about the financial aspect of making monies avail
able to the individual who wants to build, we haven' t ap
proached them at the present time. The idea is to bring the 
paper here to have it discussed and then subseqently we can 
move on from there. 

A lot of these things, it should be pointed out, are being 
done,already to a small degree. For an example, on page 12, it 
states: "In the past, Yukon Housing Corporation has been 
involved in issuing and undertaking to lease a portion of units 
in proposed apartment buildings." Well , this has taken place 
in Haines Junction. What we are saying is that we are looking 
over this policy that has already been developed in the Hous
ing Corporation over all the pipeline route and even could be 
used in Dawson, for that matter, depending on the demand of 
the people in these areas. 

The idea is to demonstrate to you the various policies and 
strategies that could be used to circumvent the problems that 
would be confronting us. At the same time, in respect to the 
land situation, Mr. Chairman , I fully understand it. I don't 
know what more my honourable colleague, the Minister in 
charge of Local Government can do? I am sure that the Hon
ourable Member from Kluane will be speaking to the Minister 
on Friday in person. All we can do is make our representation. 
I am sorry, I have no jurisdiction in that particular area, I 
fully realize we need land to develop the housing and that is 
why it would have been more applicable to be discussing the 
Land Development Paper prior to this one. This is the way we 
had it organized, but unfortunately that could not come to 
pass. 

I do think that the Housing Corporation has done a very good 
job in this area trying to develop overall policy strategies to 
follow with the communities trying to figure out how we are 
going to cope with the situation. What I want to hear from 
Members here is what areas do you think that are wrong or 
should be modified or whatever, I just want to get a feeling of 
how Members feel about the various str ategies outlined in the 
Paper. · 
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Mr. Chairman: Yes. Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes. Mr. Chairman. I don't totally agree 

with the Minister in the approach in the paper. but I must 
certainly concur that , you know. we do need strategies, we do 
need a formula, we do need some methods put down on paper 
that we can use.l think I say this in opposit ion. certainly. to the 
Member from Kluane who gets up and says that we need land 
and I can't agree anymore with her than exactly that. That is 
the question, that is the question of the day and has been and 
will be until we resolve that problem. 

But all too often we certainly have got up and I've been one 
myself that has criticized the Government for not having 
some kind of plan or an inventory or whatever. So I do think 
that we should get off that particular hook and let's carry on 
here and see if we can make something worthwhile of the 
strategy in the paper that's before us. 

The Minister did make. I think he made a statement. any
way, and he can correct me if I'm wrong, but he was suggest
ing that the Housing Corporation would be the vehicle for 
monitoring and enforcing some of this Legislation and I'm just 
r eally wondering, I don 't know if I agree with that in total or 
not. I think it's fine for the Housing Corporation to be part of a 
subsidized housing program and to offer these types of prog
rams in conjunction with CMHC, but I think it ·s really st rictly 
a Government role away from the Yukon Housing Corporation 
to be the enforcer. 

I may have been wrong in the interpretation . but I would like 
to hear some more comments from the Minister. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I don't recall at all in my 

statements using the word "enforcement". There is no indica
tion in this paper that we're going to be enforcing any legisla
tion. What we're looking at is that with the Housing Corpora
tion Legislation the way it is now and the Corporation being a 
body which has representatives from all over the Territory. 

· and I might add, some very capable people, that this can give 
us an insight for the vehicle that can be used by the Govern
ment to attempt to get the communities and the private sector 
together to get on with the problem. 

All I can say is, hopefully, I would like to think that maybe on 
Friday the Minister will give us some land and then , subse
quently, we can proceed, but, that's his decision, not ours, to 
make. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman , I have two particular 

points I would like to make to the paper. 
The one is on page 11 and this " The Yukon Housing Corpora

tion, under Strategy A, will initiate negotiations with CMHC 
and chartered banks in regard to extending mortgage 
amounts" and so on. 

I disagree with it, with the point where it's saying what's 
wrong with Foothills picking up some of the costs? What's 
wrong with the pipeline company picking up some direct costs 
in high-risk housing. 

If you go a little further down, it says "The coming period of 
major economic expansion is going to bring a number of op
portunities to make profit, but, it will also bring short term 
risks. Where those risks appear to be unacceptable," and I 
presume unacceptable to the private enterprises, "the gov
ernment is going to have to play a direct role and manifest its 
confidence in the long term economic viability of the Territ
ory." 

Why? Why should the Government, and, directly, the tax
payers of the Yukon pick up those risks, which are created by , 
private enterprise again? Why should not those private enter
prise who stand to make a multi-billion dollar profit off a 



pipeline project be not directly responsible for those risks? 
Why should they not be made to pick up all the costs of hous
ing? 

Lots of that housing won't be needed after the three-year 
pipeline project is done. A lot of those communities are going 
to face the problem of what are we going to do with empty 
housing . 

My question, Mr. Chairman, is why is there no negotiation 
going on right \)OW with Foothills and other companies di
rectly involved in the gas transportation. 

Mr. Chairman: ·Mr. 'Lang? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think the Honourable 

Member has misunderstood the contents of this Paper. We are 
not going to be building houses for Foothills. That is their 
responsibility. We are trying to work with them. Where there 
is a spin-off in the service industries to those communities that 
do get a large influx of permanent employees over the dura
tion of the pipeline after it has been constructed, we are look
ing at trying to meet those needs, whether it be, for an exam
ple, I use the AHOP program, which was used in Riverdale, 
which the Homebuilders took off on after they found that it was 
successful. It should be pointed out with CMHC right now, 
their levels aren't high enough to meet the needs of an indi
vidual or a builder to build a home. We are going to have to be 
discussing with them, seeing whether or not they are prepared 
to raise those limits so that money can be available. Right now 
the equity that an individual, the way I understand it and 
possibly Mr. Schneider can elaborate, the way I understand it 
is that the level is set in such a manner that an individual has to 
put in a major equity now, even if he is building his own home 
in order to be able to build his own house. So we are going to 
have to be talking and seeing whether or not they will raise the 
levels. Maybe Mr. Schneider could comment on this particu
lar area. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 
Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, in times of rapidly escalat

ing housing prices, both in existing and new construction hous
ing market, it has always been somewhat of a tradition with 
Central Mortgage and Housing to hold their lending values 
down in an attempt not to inflate the spiral of housing costs. I 
am told by a banker that this is occurring in fact today in 
Whitehorse to the point that many banks are relying on con
ventional mortages, high ratio conventional mortgages which 
have a high risk to the lender of course, and consequently a 
good many of the mortgages now being processed by the char
tered banks are now going on a conventional basis, and CMHC 
as a lending activity in terms of loan insurance has reduced 
accordingly. 

This is an area, as we have indicated in the Strategy Paper, 
is one that we would want to monitor during a period of rapid 
economic expansion to ensure that people who may have sub
stantial incomes still have the opportunity to get into the home 
ownership market, because if they are not accommodated in 
that market, there is a very real possibility that they may then 
slip into the rental market and distort that market and create 
some problems in that area. 

Mr. tbalrmaft: Mr. Berger? 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, In reply to the Minister's 

sta tement, I do understand fully well where the pressure is 
going to come for housing in all the communities along the 
pipeline. It is going to be directly caused by the pipeline, the 
building ofthe pipeline. Nobody can tell me that it is not a fact . 
In other words, the community is going to be faced with an 
increased need of housing. Sure the Foothills Pipe Line Com
pany are directly going to house their own workers, but there 
are going to be other sorts of people show up in those com- · 
munities, directly influenced by the pipeline construction. 
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Those are direct influences on even the housing market. It is 
just as simple as that. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard. 
Ms Millard: Mr. Chairman, I'm still curious if the Minis

ter would comment on the applicability of some of these ideas 
to other communities. I think there is room for thought there. 

Also, I'm wondering if someone could comment on just ex
actly what would be the relationship between a private enter
prise and the Housing Corporation. Has any thought been 
given to some kind of structure in that, because I find that a 
very difficult area all the time, where Government and pri
vate enterprise are trying to work together on one problem. 
Sometimes they don ' t work and I'm wondering if some 
thought has been given to the structure that would implement 
the recommendations under, for instance, Number 3, under
take programs to assist and encourage the construction of 
housing, construct new apartment accommodations and to 
work with Foothills on projects, an adequate supply of tem
porary accommodation, how is the Government going to fit 
into that situation? 

Mr. tbairman: Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, as I said earlier, there has 

already been, there has been preliminary discussions with 
Foothills on what they are envisaging as their needs and we're 
attempting to complement the strategy with them so that 
everybody knows what they're doing. 

At the same time, it is my intention to be meeting with the 
Mayor and the City Council of Whitehorse to discuss this, as 
we did with the L.I.D. 's of Watson Lake, Teslin and Haines 
Junction, at the same time, hoping to meet with the home 
builders within Whitehorse, in this area. 

It is in a very preliminary stage at the present time, and I 'm 
sure that there will be a structure that will be set up so that it 
will be on an on-going basis for discussions with the private 
sector to see where we are going. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming. 
Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Some how or other to 

never seem to agree with too many green papers from the 
Government and, not inferring anything on Yukon Housing 
Corporation, but I find the policies of the Yukon Housing Cor
poration don't fit in with the plans I would like to see for the 
Yukon Territory either. 

So, therefore, I think we should start, not with this green 
paper we have here, although I suppose I am obliged to speak 
on it, more or less, but I'll be speaking more or less towards a 
policy. 

I think the first thing you want to remember is that Foothills 
Pipe Line, as far as I am concerned, should be responsible for 
their housing. I don't think we have to worry too much about 
that situation of their 22 homes in Teslin or in Carmacks or 
wherever. It doesn't make any difference. That responsibil
ity, I think, should be told to them by this Government that it is 
there responsibility. That's one of the first things. 

As the Member behind me has said, land is the big situation 
there again, because they must have a place to put them if 
they're going to be able to build them. Then that situation is 
pretty well cleared up. I don't think Yukon Housing Corpora
tion need to build houses to rent to them or get involved wiPt it 
in any way, shape or form and I'll give you my reasons be
cause Yukon Housing Corporation have been building houses. 
for a good many years and we started out building homes, $30 
thousand homes for people who didn't have money to pay for · 
them and pay the rent which was needed in this Territory. 

, We then went to building $50,000 homes and we are now! 
subsidizing every one ofthose homes, even bby people wbo arel 

-i drawing good wages. That is Absolutely true. 
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Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, that is absolutely incor
rect. 

Mr. Fleming: A $50,000 home and a person paying $254 a 
month is not paying the mortgage on that home and I will defy 
anybody to prove otherwise. That home has to be subsidized, 
even if that person is drawing $30,000 a year . If he is living in 
that home, it is subsidized somewhere a long the line. 

This is something I think we should look into and the gov
ernment should be looking into, the type of home you build for 
the type of people you are going to put in that home, which has 
neve; been really done. A person drawing $20,000 a year and 
living in a tent, and then is going to move into a home, does not 
need to live in a $50,000 home. I don't live in a $50,000 home, and 
therefore it is not subsidized, and I think it may be a laughing 
matter to them, that is why they don't really check into these 
things. It is not a laughing matter to me. A person that doesn't 
have the money and is put in a home that is far beyond what he 
has ever lived in before can' t afford to pay for it , those are the 
basic facts of life. Therefore, let's build him a home he can 
afford. We can build cheaper homes. There are all sorts of 
different grades of homes, but we seem to be going along, 
there has just got to be a home built for $50,000, put somebody 
in it whether he can afford it or not. I don't agree with it. I think 
we should see that there are different levels. 

As the Member from Watson Lake has said in the no com
pounding area, I have to agree with him to that extent, but 
again, the same principle applies there, you have got to be 
very careful. If you are going to build $50,000 homes there , you 
are going to have that class of people in those homes normally. 
So you have to be careful there. 

The problem that I see here today is that we never had any 
land availability for people to build homes, therefore, there 
were no homes built, therefore the price of homes are twice as 
high as they should be, the price of land is twice as high as it 
should be, and as long as we go along with that concept we will 
always be there. I say turn it loose to some private enterprise 
and I say make land available and that's the first thing. How 
Wt!do it, I don'task the Minister here to do it today or anything, 
I know the situation he is in, but I still say we have got to get at 
that first and get it done. If we can't get land, then I say we had 
better not go trying to build any homes where there is no land 
to build them on. Let's get with the first things first. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 
HOD. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, the various comments that 

have been made up to now are very confusing. One minute we 
are being told that we are not supposed to be working with 
Foothills to attempt to see what kind of a housing development 
we could have in a community, depending on what the com
munity wants; and then at the same time, we are being ac
cu~ed of putting houses off to the side as a compound . 

All we're trying to do, through this green paper, Mr. Ch~ir
man, is to attempt to come up with some variou~ str~teg1es 
and policies that we can be looking at and followmg w1th the 
communities and the private sector to mitigate the problems 
that will be confronting us within the next couple of years , 
.depending on the timeframe of the pipeline. 

I also want to say, Mr. Chairman, in respect to the housing 
that was built prior to my being in the Executive, that possibly 
in some areas there was some mistakes made, but I am sur e 
that they were made honestly. But I do, Mr. Chairman, res~nt 
anybody stating that somebody is in a house and not paymg 
the rent comparable to what he or she should be paying ac
cording to their income, because that is a total and absolutely 
irresponsible statement. 

Mr. Fleming: I never said-. 
HOD. Mr. Lang: You did say. 
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Mr. Fleming: I never said, Mr Chairman, they weren't 
paying according to what they could pay I am sayin~ that we 
are building homes now and those people, and I'm saymg $254, 
in that range, in some instances, where people are drawing, 
say, $20,000 a year. Okay, they are paying more than that, but 
they're not paying the total of that mortgage so, therefore, 
even though those people have that type of wage, we a re 
subsidizing those homes. In other words, the middle class now 
is being subsidized and, as we build the houses and they cost 
more money, it could happen even with a person drawing 
$30,000 a year. 

As for the remark that was made that F oothills, tha t was an 
issue by itself. What I was speaking of after that was the 
housing in the Yukon, for Yukon people and residents, people 
who will be coming in on pipelines. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr . Lang: Mr. Chairman, I would like to refer to Mr. 

Schneider, the General Manager of the Housing Corporat.ion, 
to explain how the houses that we do have under the auspices 
of the Housing Corporation are rented out to the various peo
ple that need the housing in the outlying communities, and in 
Whitehorse for that matter , so that the Honourable Member 
from Hootalinqua fully understands. I think it was explained 
one time before, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider . 
Mr . Schneider : Mr. Chairman, s ubsidized housing 

throughout the Yukon is rented out to people on a basis of rent 
gear ed to their income. This is a graduated scale. 

What it means, in effect, is that anyone earning over $1,100, I 
believe, a month, pays 30 per cent of their income. Therefore, 
a person earning $20,000 would be paying $6,000 worth , $6,000 
rent. That, if you work that back, will carry a siza.ble mo~t
gage and probably would finance a $50,000 house, If that , m 
fact , was being built by us. 

Hon. Mr. Lang : Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr . Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: I just want to make one more comment, 

that if the housing is being abused and the Honourable 
Member knows of par ticular cases, he should be coming to me 
and the Housing Corporation to let us know, because I think 
that that type of a llegation reflects on some people that are 
making, utilizing the housing that need them. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 
Mr. Fleming : I have a question for the Minister , or the 

witness in this case. Say there is 25 per cent of the wages or of 
the person's income, is this in all cases of rental homes , the 
homes that are under the Yukon Housing Corporat ion , such as 
the homes in Carcross, Teslin, in a ll instances? Is it set by the 
wages or by income? 

Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, with the exception of staff 
housing, which is on a comparative market re~ts, all public 
housing is leased or rented on a rent geared to mcome table. 
Incomes less than $1,100 a month pay on a graduated scale. It 
cuts off I believe, at $1,100 a month where 30 per cent comes 
into eff~ct. and anyone earning greater than that is paying in 
.effect 30 per cent of their income for fully serviced accommo
dation. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr . Fleming? 
Mr. Fleming : Mr . Chairman, I will quote a couple of 

houses in Carcross that are being rented now, by the Depart
ment of Public Works, one of them. I would ask if that house is 
being rented under that auspices that you say, 25 per cent or ia. 
there a rent for that house which is 264 or 254, a certain price 
for that home, regardless of that person's income. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 



Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, the houses referred to, I 
believe, by the Honourable Member are staff housing units 
and they do not come under the rent geared to income scale. 
We have a comparative market rent established for those 
particular units, and an individual who pays that comparative 
market rent is also responsibile for the costs of their own 
utilities. There are two different programs and two different 
approaches. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman, just to clarify the mat
ter now, Mr. Chairman, that I was not trying to say that 
somebody wasn't paying his share or anything like that. I am 
just saying that that home and if they want to quote how much 
is being paid for that home, we are subsidizing that home and 
the person that is in it. In this case it may be a friend of mine, 
but he knows who he is. We are subsidizing a home where a 
person is working and drawing about $20,000 a year and we 
subsidize homes for him. There is no problem if that is the way 
we want to do things , okay, if you wish to subsidize homes to 
people that are drawing $30,000 a year, go ahead; but the fact 
is that we are doing it. 

Mrs. Watson: Mr. Chairman, I think the Honourable 
Member might have a good point and I am not going to pursue 
it any further, but when you take the cost of a house and the 
mortage payments, plus the utility costs, plus the normal 
insurance that the private owner would have to have, plus the 
taxes that the private owner would have to have, plus the 
upkeep and maintenance costs, this changes the picture of the 
cost of operating that home quite extensively and I also think 
that when it is based on salary, I think there is some factors 
written into it such as the number of children in the family, the 
age of the person who is applying for it , the rental; these are 
factors which affect the rent structure too. 

So the Honourable Member from Hootalinqua could be very, 
very correct in the fact that these people, that they are in fact 
being subsidized and the point he is trying to make is why do 
we have to have that expensive houses? 

Mr. Chairman, I s tood up here and I prefaced my remarks 
by talking about land availability and I prefaced my remarks 
by saying I understand why this type of work had to be done. I 
prefaced that, twice. This is the third time, please take note. 

Mr. Chairman, the basic factor of land availability is there, 
we can't ignore it. I agree with some of the statements that are 
here, I agree with strategy (b) on residential planning on the 
discussion with the City of Whitehorse, the possibility of a 
conversion program. 

I think this is a good strategy. The Housing Corporation 
initiates it with the City of Whitehorse. If the City of 
Whitehorse isn't interested, I'm sure that the Housing, or I 
hope that the Housing Corporation would not pursue it .any 
further. 

If they can provide them assistance in this regard, this is 
fine. But in Strategy A, I would hope, and this is the point I was 
trying to make, "That the Yukon Housing Corporation take a 
lead role by initiating a co-ordinated planning process in each 
community". 

You can't do that by going to the community. Your co
ordinated planning process should be carried on with the led
era! government and all government agencies that -will be 
using that community. Once you have got your co-ordinated 
planning process resolved with ttlat group, then you go to your 
community and talk your housing strategy. 

Once you've got RCMP committed to go along with the 
housing in a developed area that YTG chooses, great. Once 
you've got Environment Canada, all of these things , once 
you've got the land, then go to the community and discuss a 
planning process of whether it should be for private enter
prise, whether the Government should provide the housing, 
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whether Foothills should provide the housing, with the infor
mation regarding the financing. I couldn't agree more. 

But as I said before, all you do, if you try to involve your 
communities in a planning process now when they know you 
can't deliver the goods, that all you do is frustrate them. 

Mr. Chairman, I would also agree with Strategy C, and 
again, with the City of Whitehorse. As I said before, these 
things can roll with the City of Whitehorse, fine. The Yukon 
Housing Corporation play quite a role and if the City of 
Whitehorse is not interested, I would certainly like more in
formation regarding the financing and not for the proposed 
financing, with the various options for financing. 

I don' t understand some of them and I would like to have a 
little more information made available to us because I don 't 
particularly understand this concept of financing your hous
ing, but, where you say "the delivering of housing where the 
private sector is unable to provide speculative housing in 
Haines Junction and Watson Lake, the Yukon Housing Corpo
ration undertake programs to assist". 

Well, the private sector can't plan, and the Yukon Housing 
Corporation can't plan either. 

I would also agree with the Members who represent areas 
that are not in communities that are along the pipeline route , 
that this strategy I would hope would apply to all communities 
in the Territory. 

The one thing that I have here where it says "Housing 
Strategy for Pipeline Impact", we have the Shakwak Project, 
a ten-year project, while it is not going to conflict with the 
pipeline, it's still going to be in the area for that ten years and 
it's going to be in the area while the pipeline is in the area, in 
the general North Highway area. That makes the situation 
even more an emergency situation. 

I am very pleased that the Housing Corporation has done 
some strategy work for housing for the Territory. I think 
they're going to have to do a lot more after things fall into 
place a little more. In fact, they could do it now for the North 
Highway. It's needed badly because of the Shakwak Project 
and it is scheduled to begin this year. 

This is a very sad thing that the Housing Corporation should 
be putting their attention on that area now and they can't. 
There is no use. Mr. Chairman, they have worked on it, we 
have needed the Housing Corporation to work on it, and they 
have worked on the·Rent Stabilization, which is good, the 
paper before us. But I would like to have quite a bit more 
il,lformation on the type of financing that they are proposing to 
do with some of this housing. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard? 
Ms Millard: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question 

seems to get lost in the shuffle here. I will ask it again, for the 
third time. Is there some possibility of the better parts of this 
paper, which are coming out, to be applied to other com
munities other than the pipeline route? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I can't see any reason why 

they would not be applied .. Of course the Honourable Member 
from Kluane has alluded to the financial aspects of the housing 
·and attempting to meet the needs wherever they exist. This is 
a case of negotiations and attempting to find out where the 
financial matters are going to stand. But I cannot see any 
problem with looking at the other communities. For an exam
ple, with the concept of an apartment block, the Housing Cor
poration has had active discussions in the area of Faro where 
YTG is looking at maybe taking two or three apartments and 
some other people in Faro taking the remainder of an apart
ment block, and subseqently that would give an entrepreneur, 

· guarantee him, some revenues back on his investment. I can't 
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see any reason, Mr. Chairman, possibly Mr. Schneider could 
elaborate a little further. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider ? 
Mr. Schneider : Thank you, there are definitely areas in 

this Strategy Paper that could be applied to other com
munities and that was our intent too, although this Paper, of 
course, doesn 't spell that out. The complementary strategies, 
for example could apply to other communities. That is where 
we would continue to assess and monitor the need for addi
tional housing under the rent supplement scheme, and the 
Minister referred to that in terms of encouraging an entrep
reneur to build an apartment in a community, other than a 
pipeline corridor, where we would lease over a stipulated 
period of time, a number of units, along with other people who 
might be interested in a long term lease, therefore making it a 
fairly attractive investment for the private sector. 

In fact , Strategy B, the complementary strategy has al
ready , to a certain extent, been extended to the outlying com
munities and it represents a considerable change in the Hous
ing Corporation's thrust. What we are saying in that strategy 
is that if a community wishes to have more subsidized public 
housing in their community, the L.I.D. is going to have to 
come forward and indicate by resolution, by whatever form, 
that need and support that need and we will act on it from that 
point of view, rather than what happened in the past where we 
would simply go into the community after assessing the need 
and build the housing. Now this may involve, in certain com
munities possibly some financia l participation. So all the way 
through , there are parts of this that could apply to other com
munities. 

May I also say that our relation to the private sector in terms 
of this paper is one of facilitating a process and that is what we 
mean when we discuss taking a lead role, simply to bring 
together the people that are involved in the supply of housing 
in the private sector. That, of course, is your building trades, 
your mortgage lenders , and the L.I.D. 's, all the people and 
agencies involved in providing housing. 

That's the only role that we see ourselves taking and, in the 
event that that doesn't , for various reasons, provide the 
needed housing, then we may have to take a more direct role , 
but that, of course, is clearly a last resort and I hope we've 
indicated that in the paper. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I think some of the 

comments were already made that I wanted to make, but I 
would like to just say that I realize that , as the Member from 
Kluane said, land is number one and then the next considera
tion is certainly the cost of the housing or the type of construc
tion. 

Then there's two other factors that really enter in the for
mula and that is the down payment and the rent and the 
payments that people have to make. I thin~ this certainly has 
a great bearing on the type of programs that we provide. 

I see in the paper here, the Rent Supplement Program is 
seen as the main vehicle and it's mentioned a couple of times. 
I'm wondering is this really the policy of the Government? 

I would expect and I would ask maybe on a broader sense, 
has the Government really made any approaches to Central 
Mortgage and Housing and have thought about, say, using the 
monies that are now and, I haven't got that paper before me, I 
have no idea how many dollars are expended in the rent sup
plement program, but what if you took those resources, those 
financial resources, what if you took the resources of the cost 
of operating the Yukon Housing Corporation, the total dollars, 
the total budget and you approached the federal government 
to see if, in fact, we could come up with some kind of, I would 

,say, a mortgage subsidization program? 
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Because I think that if we could have lower mortgage rates 
in the country, and I'm probably saying this one a broader 
basis, this would be the way to go and I think there could be 
some strategy developed, in particular for the north country. 

Has this type of approach been used? Have you been talking 
about it? I'm sure Mr. Schneider might be able to r emark on 
this. Is there a way of using our pipeline situation. We've 
talked of Heritage F und. Is there a way of using this? 

We should be talking of that type of a situation, to get better 
mortgage rates availa ble to our people in the North. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I refer that question to Mr. 

Schneider, if he could explain fully the r ents supplements 
program and then, subsequently, the northern mortgage rate 
that's available here. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 
Mr. Schneider: Thank you. The Rent Supplement Prog

ram, Mr. Chairman, is a program where we lease apartment 
units from the private :::ector and the private sector, that is the 
owner of the apartment, charges us the market rent. The 
individual going in under the Rent Supplement, pays rent 
geared to his income, which, in most cases, is less than the 
market rate. 

The difference between what the individual pays and the 
market rental rate is cost-shared between ourselves and 
CMHC on a fifty-fifty basis. That, really, is the gist of the Rent 
Supplement Program. 

We think it has wider application in communities outside of 
Whitehorse for , particularly, senior citizens, single parent 
families, a host of people who couldn't afford home ownership 
and can't afford the going market rate. 

Now in lower mortgage rates, interest rates, that is an area 
that while we haven't had any specific discussions with CMHC 
or Federal authorities, whoever they may be in this case, is 
something that we would probably pursue under the strategy 
having to do with money and mortgage lending. If it was the 
wishes of the government and they had monies available from 
whatever sources, then a mortgage program which would 
provide preferred interest rates to Yukoners and possibly 
based on a period of residency and a number of other factors 
could be made available. 

We have the capability to develop the program if it was the 
v;;sh ofthegovernment, and these are many of the things, I am 
sure that we will have to look at in the coming months and 
years. 

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Berger? 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it has been a long time in 

the reply, but I have to bring this up to get what the Honoura
ble Member from Hootalinqua mentioned before in this rent. 
If the Minister recalls , it was early in November when I asked 
a question in this House about rents in Dawson and the Minis
ter replied to me he cannot give this information out in public. 
I had the same reason to ask as the Honourable Member from 
Hootalinqua mentioned. There were cases where the whole 
thing was misused. The whole rent structure didn't make any 
sense because people who worked for a living paid twice as 
much and some cases a little more than that even, and then the 
guy who was renting such a house was in business at the time 
as a matter of fact. 

This didn 't make any sense to me, but the Minister said to 
me at the time, "Sorry I can't give you the information, that is 
secret." 

The other thing I wanted to point out too was to ask a ques
tion, and the question seems to be disappearing in this Com
mittee right now. My question was, are there any negotiations 
going on right now with Foothills directly to offset some of the• 



costs of housing, which Yukon Housing may have to build 
along the pipeline route? The other point I would like to make, 
Mr. Chairman, is eithe r this Yukon Housing Corporation goes 
into the housing market wholeheartedly, and gets the 
wholehearted support from everybody, or we might as well 
forget about it. Why pick up the high risk housing in this 
Territory. Why pick up housing which the private sector re
fuses to go into, because the Yukon Housing Corporation is 
going to be condemned for it forever. Look at the Government 
housing, listen to the people talking. Everywhere you go, 
Yukon Housing Corporation housing is no good for anything. 
Why should the government pick up those risk things? Why 
shouldn't the government go into good paying housing propos
itions too and compete directly with the private sector, why 
come up with a hard-hearted approach, "Well we may go into 
housing or we may not go into housing." You either go in it or 
forget about it. 

Mr . Chairman: Mr. Lang? . 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think quite obviously we 

don't share the same philosophies. It is my contention that we 
should be doing everything we can to encourage the private 
sector to do the building and wherever possible attempting to 
encour age people to own their own homes. 

So that we're not in the position where, in some cases, hav
ing to put in programs that could possibly be abused. 

Mr. Chairman, and I think that this reflects this is that we're 
going to be getting together with the private sector and at
tempting to see what they 're prepared to do and try to make 
various options available to them so that they go in to the 
building of housing where we see that there is going to be a 
need. Otherwise, in the final analysis, we know that every
thing comes back to Government. 

If a problem arises in a community, if the private sector 
doesn't take care of it, then it's the Government's fault. That's 
the general trend today, in 1978, throughout North America. 

What we 're trying to do is get some organization so that the 
private sector does know that the Government is interested in 
what's happening in the communities and we're prepared to 
provide expertise and this type of thing to ensure that when 
they invest that they will get a return on their money and that, 
at the same time, they're fulfilling a need that the Govern
ment doesn't have to fulfill. 

There are some areas that the private sector may be dis
couraged or may not feel that are good investments and there 
may be a temporary need which we may need to have to take 
care of. We don't know. We're looking into the fu ture and I 
realize it's a very subjective area when you're looking into the 
future, two or three years down the road, but we're attempting 
to do that. 

I'm not saying here that myself or the Housing Corporation 
has a crystal ball, but we're attempting to do some planning , 
as all Members asked here, approximately six months ago. 
They said that they expected the Government to be taking a 
lead role and in some areas we are going to have to. 

But a t the same time, I think that obviously the Member 
Klondike and I don't have the same philosophy. I believe in the 
private sector. I think that they're capable. I think in most 
cases they will accomplish what is requested of them. 1::..· 

I think that if we're working with Foothills and they're work
ing with the private sector as wel~s ourselves, I think that we 
can complement the necessary buildings in the outlying 
communities where, at the present time, it doesn't look that 
speculative to the private sector, that it can be encouraged 
and it will come about . 

Mr. Chairman : Mrs. Watson. 
Mrs. Watson: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I could ask a 
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couple of questions of Mr. Schneider? The Honourable Minis
ter talks too much and you don 't quite get the answer and I 
would like a specific answer on the financing. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Look who's talking about talking too 
much. 

Mrs. Watson: And says nothing, so, Mr. Chairman, may I 
ask him? 

Mr. Chairman: Continue. 
Mrs. Watson: I would like to know whether Mr. Schneider 

has any idea of how much mortgage monies were avail able in 
the Yukon las t year, or this last completed year and they 
would probably be through the banks in Whitehorse, and what 
you think will be required over the next three or four years for 
mortgage money within the Yukon to meet the housing needs. 

Another question, also, will ther:e..»e a danger that the de
mands for financing of the large entrepreneur for apartment 
blocks might sort of take the bulk of the financing so that the 
single family dwelling won't be there and also the same thing, 
that the bulk of the financing, the threat t o accommodate the 
pipeline impact will sort of push the other communities so that 
the financing won't be available for the type of housing that 
should be an on-going thing in other communities. 

Too many? 
Hon. Mrs. Whyard: How many questions is that? 
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 
Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, I don't have any figures on 

last year's mortgage financing that was available through the 
chartered banks or CMHC directly. That information, I sup
pose, is available and would be contained in probably housing 
statistics available through CMHC. 

But we could probably work it backwards and just take the 
building permits that were issued and take an average cost of 
$50,000 or $60,000, which would give you a fair indication of the 
amount of money that was available for housing. 

With reference to the question of apartments that they in 
fact may capitalize most of the mortgage money available, 
and therefore we could possibly see shortfalls of mortgage 
money in other areas, this is one of the things that we, of 
course , would want to monitor very closely to see if these 
things in fact do develop, and if they do then we would be 
pushing the private lenders and CMHC for additional money. 

A copy of the Green Paper, for your information, was sent to 
CMHC and we would hope, of course, to have some discussions 
with them on the availability of mortgage money in both direct 
and insured and NHA funds. Another approach that we would 
probably take, is that we would periodically meet with the 
lenders and the building industry to get a better idea of what is 
taking place in the marketplace and when it is both in the short 
a nd long term in order to identify any areas that may give us 
some difficulty and take appropriate action at that time or 
develop programs in order to circumvent any difficulties. 

I think that there would be no great difficulty in terms of 
residential mortgage financing. The banks are very active in 
that area and you may r ecall years ago they weren't. Through 
the efforts of the former Assistant Commissioner, he twisted a 
ft1N wrists and so forth and the money has been flowing ever 
since and I don 't see any shortfall in mortgage money. In fact, 
the conversation I had with one of the local bankers at noon 
today indicated that they are very active and will continue to 
be active. But some of the things we have to look out for are 
higher interest rates and things of that nature that may in fact· 
prevent some people who are earning substantial wages from 
getting proper funding, yes. 

Mrs. Watson: Mr. Chairman, a supplementary, a fewi 
years ago there was a second mortgage pr.ogram that thel. 
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~ederal Government and the Territorial Government, I be
lieve, or the Federal Government provided for the Territory 
buildings. I wonder if this is being investigated, or whether in 
fact this was a good scheme. Wasn't it the one where you had 
$1,000 forgiven and the people were very anxious to get this. Is 
this type of thing being pursued too? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider? 
Mr. Schneider: Mr. Chairman, I believe what is being re

ferred to is the Yukon Second Mortage which is provided 
through the Department of Treasury currently. My under
standing of that program is that it was implemented because 
there was a shortfall between what the banks were lending in 
terms of NHA insured mortgage and really what the market 
was at. People were sort of being strapped, and I have indi
cated in my previous comments that that type of situation 
could develop in the future and that we should be watching 
that rather closely and maybe looking at that program in 
terms of expanding it, making it more attractive for Yukon
ers, there is a host of things you can do when it comes to the 
financing of a house, but that program, since the banks havt 
become more active and are currently involved in conven
tional mortgages, which they weren' t about two years ago, 
means that they can now lend to higher limits and conse
quently I think the take up of the Yukon second mortgage isn't 
as great as it was in previous years. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall? 
Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have listened to 

the discussions with some amusement, some of the remarks 
that the Minister has been stating and various Members of the 
Committee. I find it rather amusing and interesting that it 
reminds me of a long playing record and it is completely and 
totally worn out. 

All you do is get a lot of static and scratching and you don't 
get true sound. 

Hon. Mrs. Wbyard: Clean out your ears. 
Mr. ~cCall: Th~re's been reference made to high-risk 

land bemg non-.avallable, housing and the types of housing, 
who should be mvolved whether it be private enterprise as 
op~ose~ to government involvement and we have an agency 
wh1ch IS called the Yukon Housing Corporation, which is 
some"Yhe.r~ along the lines involved and we get the run around 
when md1v1duals are asking questions which are relevant to 
the concerns that each of us have in each of the communities. 

There was reference made to an apartment building in the 
:row~ of Faro, b~ing my home town, which is not a new episode 
m th1~ whole m1shmash mess. This was on the books right 
back m 1973, by Yukon Housing Corporation and money was 
budgette~ and made available and it never did get off the 
ground, s1mply because somebody got their feet stuck in the 
.concrete. 

We'r~ back at it a~ain in 1978, when the interest on mortgage 
money IS extreme, 1f that's the word to use, Mr. Chairman. I 
know there has been many questions that this Committee 
asked today and the days gone by, about the availability of 
land and every time we get the negative answers back from 
peopl.e who are representing various agencies , like Yukon 
Housmg. Th~y always seem to be able to find very easily a 
crutch on wh1ch to lean on and then point the finger and say 
well, no, that's not my problem, that's the federal government 
or some other occurrence which restricts the movement of 
availability of land. 

.I th.ink Mr. Berger pointed out a point about the Foothills 
P1peline a.nd the shortf~lls w.hich are now surfacing, which the 
taxpayer m the Yukon IS gomg to be made to pick up some of 
the costs, houses that supposedly are available to government 
employees. 

I often wonder, sometimes, how this Government of ours in 
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the Yukon functions, because if it is to set an example, I don't 
think it's really setting a good one, when we have a Yukon 
Housing Corporation that per fers to cater to people in need, 
that is homes and the establishing of subdivisions in such 
places as Whitehorse, rely on the entrepreneur to establish. 
shall we say, housing in the communities as well, in a non
competitive type of situation. 

We hear the Minister mention that he would not like to see 
the Government really compete with private enterprise or get 
involved where they are the better of the two as far as setting a 
good example in the construction of homes and "llaking avail
able subdivisions or property. 

So, I wonder, rea lly, just what we're doing with Yukon Hous
ing Corporation. Maybe we should scrap the whole idea and 
maybe use that as the factor for further study, like the green 
paper suggests, the alternatives and ideas which are not new . 
What has happened in the last ten years? Is this going to 
enable us to do further s tudies for the next ten years where 
mortgage money or capital investments are not going to be 
available? 

I recall not very long ago, Mr . Chairman, where a certain 
functioning body or agency of this government had lots in 
Faro for quite some years. Now the costs of those lots have just 
gone right out of sight, yet when the government agency put in 
those lots or established those lots for the purposes of building 
homes, they were at a very low price, very competitive a t that 
point in time, but now they have tripled in costs. Is that par t of 
the strategy of the government by presenting us with green 
papers to use as a pacifier, not really take any notice of com
mmunities' problems and frustrations and the general need 
that housing is needful in various 11re~s 

I often wonder , Mr. Chairman, whether 1t is really necesary, 
b~cause I can sit and joke all day as well . I don't think perhaps, 
w1th all due respect, any of the Ministers really realize some of 
the problems that a person has in the Yukon today trying to 
acquire one, a lot or a piece of land or a home and the cost to 
establish that home. All situations are not the same. We 
have heard about the type of rental system we have and the 
suggested areas where people or individuals are ripping off 
the government. I often wonder just how serious the govern
ment really is in their housing needs and what is needed in the 
Yuko~. P.erhaps we are a ll responsible for that , we are using 
the p1pehne as a crutch for many explanations as to why 
things are not going to be done. I don 't know, but I think the 
way we are going, I see no reason why green papers such as 
the one being discussed now should be even brought into the 
House, I think it should be a form of legislation. You have had 
lots of time. A lot of these items in the Green P aper a re not 
new. I don't like to see input after the fact. 

Hon. Mrs. Wbyard : He is the one who doesn 't want Legis
lation without input. 
Mr. McCall: I don't like to see input after the fact. 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: We are asking for input. Let's hear 
your ideas. 

Mr. McCall: As I sa id, Mr. Chairman, I have already put 
forward one idea which probably will be going into later on 
today, which is probably going to kick back right in your face 
as to a leading role. Today any agency for the government 
takes a leading role , it will probably be a first , because they 
usually come in when it is too late to try and pick up the pieces 
and put them together. 

If you want the input now, what has been happening for the 
last three or some years that Members of this Committee have 
been around and they have been voicing their concerns in 
many different ways on many different pr oblems dealing with 
housing? What have you done about those concerns? Is that 
part of the Green Paper? I am assuming it is. Now you are still 
insisting upon input. I don't like to see windowdressing when~· 



there is nothing in the store, and when there is nothing in the 
&tore, don't talk and don 't ask for input, because that is a 
ludicrous way of operating. 

If you are presenting a green paper, then you should be very 
forward in your thinking. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make a 

few comments. 
It is so easy to critisize. I never got much chance to be on the 

other side since the time I've been here and I seem to recall 
that this particular green paper was tabled here approxi
mately three months ago and I don't see anything of any 
constructive answers to this paper coming from the Honoura
ble Member from Pelly. 

I do disagree with the Honourable Member, though, that I 
think there are Members in this House that have either purch
ased or built their own homes, paying for their own operation 
and maintenance of those homes and they know what the costs 
are to them, on a daily basis, which I don't think the Honoura
ble Member realizes. 

I think that the Honourable Member is in an area that he has 
totally forgotten about or has never ever known throughout his 
whole working career. So, I would say to the Honourable 
Member that there are people here concerned about the peo
ple paying the bills. This is why the paper has been designed in 
such a way that the private sector is take the responsibilities 
so that we don't have to put great amounts of taxpayers' 
money into the area where there has to be housing developed. 

I think, at the same time, Mr. Chairman, that the Housing 
Corporation, mistakes have been made in the past , honest 
mistakes, I'm sure, but, at the same time, I think that it has 
fulfilled a need in many of these communities, where, for an 
example, the witness has referred to a widow who is left with 
children and senior citizens and this kind of thing. I think it has 
fulfilled a need that I believe we have an obligation to attempt 
to fulfill. 

So, Mr. Chairman, with those remarks, I don't know what 
more can be said about the paper. There doesn't seem to be 
anything of any constructive criticism coming across the 
floor. I'm not sure where we should proceed from here. 

·Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, I think I must have missed something 

when the Member from Pelly was speaking, I really did. I 
would just like to ask him if he was a storekeeper, what would 
he have in the store and how would he accomplish getting 
those things in the store. I think I would like to know that. 

Before I sit down though, I'd just like to also make the 
comment that while the paper on the housing strategy leaves 
many questions, and I think this was this was the idea of 
presenting it. It does give us some alternatives. It does give us 
some flexibility and just with that I commend the Govern
ment, or the people that provided the paper on that basis. 

As I say, I think there's many other alternates to it and it's 
certainly up to us. It's our responsibility as individuals , if we 
so feel and feel that we're the experts, that we should be 
presenting those alternates to you. . · 

But, maybe the Member from Pelly could tell me, reruly, if, 
as I say, what would he have in t~at store and how would he get 
it. . 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I only waited for half an 

hour to ask the Minister to provide an answer to my statement. 
Hon. Mrs. Wbyard: I can't hear you. 
Mr. Berger: Well, somebody said to wash his ears, so 

!should ·somebody else. 
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My question is, Mr. Chairman, how many housing units 
were sold, because he talked about the people owning houses. 
How many housing units were sold on the rental purchase 
plan, which this Government supposedly has? 

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I don 't have the numbers 
offhand. I know that there's a number that are under negotia
tions for sale. 

Maybe Mr. Schneider could respond to that question. 
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Schneider. 
Mr. Schneider: This is just off the top of my head. In fact. 

we just did a table. I requested tha t a table be done on the 
number of units that are being sold and I can't remember the 
exact number but I remember a figure of probably in the area 
of three quarters of a million dollars of sales have taken place 
under rental purchase housing , s,illes here in Whitehorse, 
Watson Lake, and Haines Junction, although in Watson Lake 
and Haines Junction, they may be in process but they are not 
completed yet. 

I have had an indication that an individual in Dawson City in 
interested possibly in purchasing, and I would hope that this 
would be repeated in other Yukon communities. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 
Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman , this is just one of the 

things that the witness has said that I brought up before. I find 
that when you are very critical of the government and wish to 
criticize them, they aren't listening after that if you want to 
explain or be helpful, even in explaining for them. If you 
criticize them a little they immediately back off and say, 
"Ooh, we don't want to listen to the rest of your story any
way." But I think from criticism many times, the government 
and the Yukon Housing Corporation and Flo, if she wishes to 
listen , may learn a lot of things and find out that we could be 
helpful. 

As the witness has just said, there are some homes that are 
being sold and my point before was that if, in planning, you 
plan to meet the demand first , of course, in what the people 
need, and then also meet what they can pay, and then go 
beyond that and meet what they are accustomed to having and 
what they live in and not build a castle for a beggar. This is the 
point I was trying to make. Look at the situation and try to see 
if there is somewhere you can't come up with homes that fit 
that lower class people, second class, up to first rate, rather 
than just build homes ,·put people in it, and you have, as I said 
before, a $50,000 home with a beggar living in it, and it has to be 
subsidized somewhere. 

As an example, and I must give this example again I think 
which was folly, is in the Carcross area where there are a 
couple of homes built now and I am criticizing again, but just 
listen to it and maybe don't let it happen again, where two or 
three or four log homes were built and I don't think this was 
taken into effect of what type of home they need there, what 
wasn't looked at at all is the planning, planning must have 
come from somebody, I don 't know where, but his ideas are 
out of this world and I have to say that. Those homes could 
have been built much cheaper with a little planning, and just 
looking and saying what do the people have to have to live in. 
Do they need a house that is built with corners all over the 
-place with chunks sticking out here and there. 

These things are the things to look at. This class of people, 
probably I am very right in saying this, because I have talked 
to them there, would like just a home. It is modern enough, but1 
plain. It doesn't need to be $50,000. They could afford to buy: 
that home maybe. I would hope that they would look into this I 
situation a little bit better than they have in the past. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think the Honourable~ 
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Member has raised a good point and I think that for an exam
ple with the first homes built under the Rural and Remote, I 
think the Housing Corporation has learned a lot of things and 
those opinions that you have expressed will be taken into 
account. I think they can learn a lot from it, but at the same 
time, I think it should be understood, Mr. Chairman, that 
homes, even if they are log, do cost a lot of money. There is no 
way that there is a free lunch anymore, I will tell you, because 
the cost of building materials and that are just raised as
tronomically and the costs are the same to government as 
they are to private individuals building their own home, which 
probably the Honourable Member from Pelly would like to 
comment on. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs . Whyard? 

Hon. Mrs. Whyard: Mr. Chairman , I'll be very brief. I just 
want to make two points and one is that the Yukon Housing 
Corporation, unfortunately, in the opinion of some Members, 
is not in the business of building houses to sell to the general 
public. That is not its responsibility. Its responsibility is to be 
in the field of providing housing for people who cannot com
pete in an economic market to obtain such housing and there 
will always be people who need that kind of assistance from a 
government corporation or agency. 

There is no way that the Yukon Housing Corporation should 
be competing with private enterprise in the provision of hous
ing for sale in this country. That's my first point, Mr. Chair
man. 

My second is that there is another paper in Committee, 
before the Members of this House, regarding land and the 
provision of land and there is a paper here before us, at the 
moment, regarding housing and policies for housing and 
every Member of this Committee knows why we are conider
ing housing instead of land first. 

My final point, Mr. Chairman, is that if th is Government 
waited until the door we've been beating upon for so long 
finally opens, which it will very soon, I am sure, Mr. Chair
man, and we find that land and it's available to us know, we 
would be the butt of ridicule in this House if we did not have a 
housing project proposal ready before that day. So don't ask 
me to wait until the land is available before we start to plan 
how we're going to use it. 

Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard. 
Ms Millard: Mr. Chairman, I think a lot of times we're 

getting away from the principle that's in the green paper and 
getting on to things that should be brought up in the budget, as 
far as I'm concerned. 

But I do have a motion, just to sum things up. Moved by 
myself and,seconded by Mr. Lengerke, that the green paper on 
Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impact, be approved in princi
ple and taken back for further elaboration in the area of land 
availability, financing and a further clarification of the r ole of 
Yukon Housing Corporation in relation to the planning process 
at the municipal level. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 
Mr. Berger: I still have had one of my questions not ans

wered and I'm going to ask the witness, Mr. Chairman, is 
there any negotiation going on at the present time with Footh
ills to pick up some of the costs of the required housing needs 
along the pipeline route. 

I have another question, Mr. Chairman, has Yukon Housing 
Corporation earmarked any funding at all out of the $200 mill
ion loan set aside by the federal government through Foothills 
for housing needs. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang, would you care to answer those 
two questions? 

Hon. Mr. Laug: Mr. Chairman, at the present time, it is . 
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our understanding that Foothills will be providing the financ
ing or building the homes that are necessary for their emp
loyees and we are assuming that that is their responsibility. 

The second question, about the $200 million, Mr. Chairman, 
I don't even think the Prime Minister of Canada could answer 
you right now. We don't even know what the terms and the 
conditions are of the money that is available. You know that 
the Pipeline Legislation is being discussed in Ottawa and we 
do have a member of the Executive Committee that has been 
called down as a witness to discuss the Legislation, so, there
fore, Mr. Chairman, the second question we cannot answer at 
the present time. Until we find out what terms and the condi
tions would be put for the money that would be available, we 
couldn't even make a decision whether or not we're prepared 
to borrow. We may be prepared to do without. 

Mr. Chairman: We have a motion before the House. 

Moved by Eleanor Millard, seconded by W. Lengerke, that 
the Green Paper on Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impacts be 
approved in principle and taken back for further elaboration 
in the areas of land availability, financing, and a further 
clarification of the role of Yukon Housing Corporation in rela
tion to the planning process at the municipal level. 

While the Members are considering that motion, I will de
clare a recess and when you come back we will call question on 
the motion. 
Recess 

Mr. Chairman: Will the Committee come to order please. 
The resolution before the Committee was moved by Eleanor 
Millard, seconded by W. F. Lengerke, that the Green Paper on 
Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impacts be approved in princi
ple and taken back for further elaboration in the areas of land 
availability, financing, and a further clarification of the role 
of Yukon Housing Corporatior. in relation to the planning pro
cess at the municipal level. 

Any discussion? Yes, Mr. Lang? 
Hoo. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, in speaking to the Resolu

tion, I would like some clarification. It says "elaboration on 
the areas of land availability, financing, and a further clarifi
cation ofthe role of Yukon Housing Corporation". As I pointed 
out in my opening remarks to the Green Paper that these were 
general policies and strategies outlined and that any course of 
action that was decided, the decision was made by the Gov
ernment to proceed with is that it would have to come through 
this Legislature whether it be by a policy paper, whether it be 
by financial appropriation or whether it be by legislation. I 
would like to point out that the Yukon Housing Corporation is 
not the agency responsible for the availability of land and I 
think that, as we stated earlier, there is a Green Paper on 
Land Availability to Members here and I would like some 
clarification why that is in there as well as the role of the 
Yukon Housing Corporation? 

Mr. Chairman: Ms Millard? 
Ms Millard: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have put in the words 

"further elaboration" because I thought they were nice and 
general so that the Minister could act in whatever way he felt 
in bringing us back further information on land availability' 
and financing, not that it may be associated directly with the. 
Housing Corporation, but certainly the questions that have 
been brought up have been dealing with whether or not those 
basic things are being worked upon and we would like to know, 
just a report in the budget session or something of what 
further steps have been taken in those areas and certainly the 
clarification of the role of the Housing Corporation in relation 
to the planning process. Those things should be being clarified 
at the Executive Committee level at this point, I would think. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 



Bon. Mr. Lang: Well, Mr Chairman , I have no problem 
reporting back to the House as things develop, as long as that's 
the understanding to the Members of the House on the con
tents of this resolution . 

I can't promise when I would be reporting back, but once 
things develop I'd be prepared ~o bring b~ck a report to the 
Members to inform them what IS developmg. 

Mr. Cbairman: Any further discussion. 

Motion agreed to 
Mr. Cbairman: That concludes our discussion on this 

green paper and we'll proceed now to a discussion of the Home 
Manufacturing in the Yukon. 

Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I have a lot of reservations dealing with this particular 

green paper, I've been waiting so long for it to come into 
Committee. 

As probably most Members already know, I was the i~iti~l 
sponsor for the first study to ?e done. and c?mple~ed, wh1ch. IS 
very impressive from my pomt of v1ew, d1splaymg t~e pm~t 
that the home manufacturing industries were very v1able m 
the Yukon. 

Then I further presented the motion or resolutio.n to enhance 
that first initial study , which the green paper 1s the result 
thereof. But I am a little disappointed because, as we talked on 
the previous green paper dealing with housing and the im
pending pipeline construction, for the las~ coup!~ of years, 
since the initial study was done, we've been m a pos1tton where 
the Government as they already stated through the witness 
this afternoon could play a leading role in the establishing of a 
home manufacturing industry. 

But that's not what the green paper is suggesting, Mr. 
Chairman. In the initial motion or resolution, it was suggested 
that further information on promotion is required and seem
ingly this is all that we've got from the Government, which is a 
green paper. 

It also suggested in the motion, detailed analysis of t~e 
marketing and examination of various financial aspects. Th1s 
summary, which is attached to the green paper, was taken out 
of the initial study, which was done a year or so back. 

It goes on futher in the green paper, "Furtherm~re, the 
existing manufacturers in western Canada are. not hkely t.o 
provide the necessary initiative' . When you 'r~ m a comp~tt
tive market like modular home manufacturmg or mobile 
home manufacturing, I suppose one wouldn't expect any in
itiative to come from an industry south of the border. 

It further goes on, "they are already supplying much of the 
market, which we have already stated, if the project is to 
succeed", or should I say, proceed, " the local business com
munity must provide the initiative." I don't believe that they 
should provide the initiative when we, a moment ago discus
sed the previous Green Paper dea ling along the same line 
which is housing, land and that sort of thing when on one hand, 
the Government is saying that they would take a leading role, 
which I would term as an initiative, in a direction of construc
tion of homes, etcetera, etcetera. 

I was wondering if the Minister for Education could assist 
me here, whether or not there has been any in depth di..cus
sions dealing with the establishment of this industry with the 
private sector in order to estab~h an initiative of encour
agement, not any financial commitments from the Govern
ment. 

It goes on to mention that Foothills Pipe Lines has already 
agreed to purchase locally those products that can be supplied 
at competitive prices. We have lost approximately two years 
since the first study was completed. I was wondering again, 
maybe reiterating my first question, I know the Green Paper 
was presented by the Assistant Commissioner, what initiative 
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has the Government taken in meeting with private enterprise . ,1 • • ·f. 
because I have already'met wfth him m'ysel[ tb enc~>Urag~ the , , , ,, ,,. ·;r·,,., 
establishment of a mo~ul~r ho:rte ~anufac,tu'r.i,n~ 9.a.~~)l~~e. In.· : . •'• . .. · ) 
the Yukon? That is· my fJrSt. qu,esttbn: J14r. :C(ha1rm~~· . , . ,·, · ~·, : • 
· Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? ' · ··, • : ;., · ; ·. " :. 

Bon. Mr. Lang': Mr. Ch~irman , obvio~sly the Honourable · 
Member has misunderstood the debate that weiJt on in the ' · 
previous paper that was presented to the Members. The point 
of the paper that was discussed previously is that we are 
relying on the private sector in most cases to take the initia-
tive. What we are trying to do is to point out to the private 
sector what is necessary and what can be done, and I think 
that the Honourable Member has misunderstood the position 
of the Government in that particular paper. 

We are doing everything we can to encourage the public 
sector to take the initiative for 'the n~ssary housing that will 

0 
be needed in the oncoming five years, if you like. Therefore, it 
flows and it is complementary to this Paper that we feel the 
private sector, if there is a viable market for home manufac-
turing, that they should be taking the initiative. Now, as the 
Honourable Member pointed out, and I will reiterate, this · 
Paper is not mine. It happens to be the Assi stant 
Commissioner's, Mr. Bell's. I don't know whether or not he 
had any discussions with the private sector . All I know is that 
the paper was prepared and it would appear from our vantage 
point that it could possibly be viable for the private sector to 
enter into that particular area of construction. 

The Honourable Member who has said that he has spoken to 
the private sector possibly could afford these people that are 
interested in that area with a copy of the home manufacturing 
paper so that they can analize it and see whether or not it is to 
their benefit to go in to it so the second question that the 
Honourable Member has asked, I cannot answer him as to 
whether or not there has been discussions in this particular 
area. 

Mr. Cbalrman: Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, as the sponsor of the mo

tion, too, and certainly I can concurr with the Member from 
Pelly on this. We've discussed the possibility of home man
ufacturing in Yukon many times and I'm wondering, I realize 
that the Minister has just said that he's not the sponsor of this 
particular paper, but has the Government really done any 
promoting in this manner? Have they identified this as an 
investment opportunity, as an opportunity for a local people to 
get into? Have they done this by. actually ha.ving so~e m~et
ings or putting out some promotional matenal on th1s basis? 

· Itas the Government, possibly, rather than even meeting 
with some of the private contractors in private enterprise, but 
I would think that this is an area that possibly the native 
people could get into and start a home manufacturing process, 
because there are monies available, under their various prog
rams, to do this. 

These are the kinds of areas tha t we'd like to know if the 
Government has taken some positive approaches. 

Mr. Cbairman: Mr. Lang. 
Bon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I find myself in a difficult 

position in discussing a paper that wasn't drawn up through 
my various portfolios. 

All I can reiterate is that to my knowledge, no.l'm sure that 
the Government could take it upon themselves to send copies 
of the assessment to the various people in the constructioh 
business to let them know that a study has been done. 

From there I would suggest that the initiative should be 
coming from the private sector, if they' re interested in this 
particular area. 
. Mr. Cbairman: Mr. McCall. 
Mr. McCall: I am just wondering if it would be at all possi- · 
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' ble to have Mr. Bell in attendance, because Mr. Bell, appar
pntly, was the person responsible for this green paper, instead 

,e Minister being put in a position where he cannot answer 
\. • .:questions for clarification. I think it would be appropriate 
that Mr. Bell be in attendance as a witness, with the 
Committee's oonsent, of course. 

Mr. Claalrmaa : Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lea1erke: Mr. Chairman, the other point is that cer

tainly It says here that the conclusions are that "home man
ufacturing in Yukon could be economically viable and socially 

•. desirable" and I'm glad to see that kind of conclusion has been 
reached. 

)
e other thing, of course, is that we said how is this going to 

• to the integral part of the planning of Yukon's economic 
and social future? Does the Government view this as some
thing that they should be promoting hard and fast and getting 
on with the job, because there are job creation possiblities 
with this. There's a lot of spin-offs. 

I think these are the kind of answers we've got to get. 
Mr. Cbalnnan: Yes, Mr. Taylor. 
Bola. Mr. Taylor: Mr. Chairman, as was I believe stated by 

the Honourable Member from Whitehorse Riverdale, that this 
is a question that has been looked at on many , many occasions 
over the years. 

It seems to me that one point has always been made, cer
tainly in my research in the question with people who are 
building and developing pre-cut homes outside, and these 
double-wide units and this type of thing and when they were 
approached with the question they said, simply, that they 
didn't find it viable for their type of operations. They didn't 
find that it would be viable in the Yukon because of the high 
costs of importing the materials it would take to construct 
t)-l•!le things to any reasonale standard or acceptable stan-

fife talk about job creation, but even I notice among the 
native people that any of the construction I have seem so far is 
done by non-natives under contract, I believe, through the 
I 'ral Department of Indian and Northern Affairs. Obvi-
'- J those departments don't find it viable. · 

I have often thought that log cabins and log buildings must 
be viable here because it seems to me that is the bulk of the 
building and the material costs, I would think, for other mater
ials such as wiring and spikes wouldn't be all that bad, but 
perhaps if we are talking about that type of construction, 
perhaps we have got something, I don't know. I believe the 
Vocational School have been doing some type of program on 
log buildings. But I just threw that in because that is the 
question that is always thrown at me as a problem when we 
are talking about the economics of the thing. 

I know I have raised the question on many occasions be
cause of the forest products industry in my constituency and 
there are three c>r four sawmills, three sawmills anyway going 
down there and always they come up with this answer, it is just 
not viable. 
. Mr. Chairman: Mr. Fleming? 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have a different opin
ion than the Honourable Member from Watson Lake, in this 
11ense, that the manufacturers are naturally not going to say 
from outside that it would be viable in the Yukon, because they 
,are looking for the Yukon market. However, there is a fact 
ttJat the Yukon market I think is not probably large enough at 
the time to be really, if you are thinking about it, a little bit 
leary. 
• ""'e other one is the part of labour and so forth . I don't think 
h J a point there at all because it doesn't matter where you 
e 1hings cost just as much to build them if they can bring 

•tl·- · In or do them here, the labour doesn't change. Another 
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thing that doesn't change is the cost of the product lo be 
brought into this country. If you a re going to bring a window 
and a door into this country from Vancouver , it costs so much 
money to get it here, if that it can be built here cheaper and it 
should be really, when you consider freight and everyth ing on 
that, it should be able to be built here cheaper . 

The labour doesn't really matter , you are going to have the 
labour in any case to build homes. I see this project as viable , 
but I feel that up to now, the market is just being a little 
doubtful and people aren't really willing to jump into some
thing where they feel they might not have a sale in time, 
because it is quite a venture to put maybe half a million dollars 
into something and not know whether you are going to be able 
to continue forever and ever. I think that possibly with the 
pipeline coming and everything you will find somebody look
ing into this type of thing, and I cannot see in any way why it 
isn't viable, because I have built homes myself, worked in the 
industry, and when you can sit down and cut up a bunch of 
buildings and not change your saw and not move from one 
area to another, there has got to be a savings of $4,000 or $5,000 
in any home that is built today in labour itself, there has got to 
be a saving because when you consider that every contractor 
that builds a house, moves his material, his saws and evet·y
thing there to cut that material up and gets a different man to 
do it and some of them cut it by hand and every other way , the 
plant is organized to go through and if you watch them, and l 
have watched them years ago in Edmonton when they first 
started there, I was there and was going through those plants 
looking at them, man, when you start putting them through 
like that, there is just no way that you don' t save. 

I think that it is a viable in the Yukon, myself. 
As far as the paper is concerned, I think that the Member in 

his motion wanted to find out what the economic impact would 
be and I think that would be not the building of them, but wha t 
would come in regards to labour and so forth , the money that 
would be involved in building here and, of course, the savings. 

Naturally, there would be less labour, but not to the extent, I 
don't think, that one would off-set the other . I'm sure that what 
you would save in labour, you would gain back with the 
amount that you could put out and produce for the Territory. 

They speak of 30 per cent here on quite a large plant. I find 
that hard to believe. Are we building? I would ask the Minis
ter, are we building 450 homes a year in the Territory r ight 
now? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 
Bon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, once again I'd like to point 

out that I'm not the author of this paper. I don't have the 
statistics off hand. It would appear that in 1977, as by the 
outline here, you're looking at about 300 units throughout the 
Territory by the permanent dwellings. 

I think the question, basically, here that some Members are 
asking is that should the Government be putting more money 
In this area for home manufacturing and I personally believe 
that the private sector, if there is a dollar to be made in it, will 
be taking the initiative in going into it, if they are aware of this 
study. 

I think it is very important, Mr. Chairman, that it states that 
a home manufacturing plant located in Yukon could be 
economically viable. 

Now, there was an attempt, if my memory serves me cor
rectly here, approximately two or three years ago, to go into 
the home manufacturing in a business in Whitehorse, which 
was not successful for whatever reasons, I'm not sure, but I 
think that now it's up to the private sector to evaluate the 
situation and see whether it's worthwhile going into that area 
of construction. I don't think it's up to the Government. 

Mr. Cbalrman: Mr. Berger. 



· Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, in answer to the question 
the Minister r aised with the home manufacturing plant that 
was proposed, I think, in the Territory a couple of years ago, 
three or four years ago. I think the reason it went down is the 
question I 'm going to ask. 

Is the Government prepared, is Yukon Housing Corporation 
prepared to give a home manufacturing plant preferential 
treatment? I think this is really , I should ask this question in 
this House. It's not that Government should invest money in a 
home manufacturing plant or anything like this , but would the 
Yukon Housing Corporation and in return the Yukon Territor
ia l Government be prepared to give a Yukon home manufac
turing plan preferential treatment. And this is not answered in 
the green paper, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I think it is fair to say that 

the Yukon Housing Corporation, for that matter any govern
ment agency here , attempts to deal locally , but at the 
sametime they have to compare the financial quotes that are 
given to the government. Therefore, I would not be prepared 
to commit this Government to preferential treatment to any
one, unless it was competitive with the market. Otherwise, I 
think we would be doing a great disservice to the taxpayers' 
dollars. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Taylor? 
Hon. Mr. Taylor : Yes, Mr. Chairman, it has always been 

my view and the view of those members that I have been 
associated with over these many years in this House that the 
Government ought to get completely out of the housing busi
ness and I think at some point in time, perhaps the Yukon 
Housing Corporation should work to that end where they are 
no longer required to provide the services and facilities they 
now provide and must provide because of the need and turn 
this whole question over to the private sector. 

By and large, when we were speaking of a manufacturing 
industry in housing, I agree that this is something for the 
private sector. I don't think that Government ought to be 
making any guarantees in this direction. I certainly think that 
they should offer any assistance, normal assistance to that 
industry that they would offer to any individual in the indus
try. I think we have got to remember as well that if we are to 
keep free enterprise alive in this Territory, we have got to 
allow the individual rleveloper who may not be putting up a 
manufacturing plant, but we must encourage the individual 
developers where they see an opportunity to allow them to 
build homes. 

I know, for instance, a proposal in Watson Lake this sum
mer, as long as the Housing Corporation isn't building any 
more homes at this time, there is a developer who has already 
built three homes or two homes and sold them for sure who is 
willing to put in three or four more, anticipating a need in the 
community, in that particular community for these homes in 
the hopes he can sell them. He has one problem though, he 
can't build a $40,000 or $50,000 home. He has got to build the 
type of home that people can afford to buy so he has got to build 
a home that people can buy for $30,000 or $35,000, so that is not 
going to be as good a standard of home as what one might 
want, but he is going to attempt to build his houses in order 
that he can sell it in that price range and realize a reasonable 
profit on his investment. 

This type of thing has to be taken into account, I think that 
that no doubt is going on in Whitehorse. It is no doubt going on 
in other areas. You have got to leave the field open at least to 
some extent to private enterprise. 

As I say, I don't think you can force a housing manufactur
ing industry in the Territory. I think that when the need arises 
and if the need becomes apparent, the private sector will no 
doubt look at this thing, and ifthey find someone in the private 
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sector finds that it is economically viable proposition, I think 
that time and at that time only will we find an answer to the 
perplexing problem that we discussed today. r 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lengerke? 
Mr. Lengerke: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I don't argue for a 

minute that private enterprise should probably be taking 
some initiative and we should be providing certainly the tools 
for them in order to do that. I think that the whole idea behind ~ 
the motion in the first place was that we were told way back i'n · 
April somewhere that the home manufacturing in Yukon was . 
certainly a viable situation as far as the analysis go. We all 
know that. •4 

I think the idea behind this is to make sure that the GovE'r 
ment got the message out to private enterprise and said{ 
there are some opportunities. 

Now, I really wonder, and I go back to that question, you 
know, it says that " The Yukon Territorial Government there
fore urges the local business community investigate this op
portunity" . How did they urge local businessmen to do this? 
How did they make this information available to them? 

The other thing, certainly I can see the Yukon Housing 
Corporation as being one of the vehicles that would be able to 
not guarantee, but certainly be able to be used as the area 
where a manufacturer would know that he could provide X 
number of units to the Housing Corporation, providing he 
could meet the standards and prices and I think it should all be 
done on a competitive basis. But I think there has to be some 
further encouragement there. There may well have been, I 
don't know. This are the question I'm asking. 

The other thing, of course, though, is that when we were 
talking about this in the first instance, we knew and we cer
tainly had lots of discussion about pipeline and we knew that 
there would certainly be some activity in that regard and I 
think we're taking a little bit of the initiative. We're rerJ''(. 
wondering, has the Government, some place along the I I 
suggested that, okay, fine, we're going to have a pipehne 
agreement, we're going to do certain things, but one of our 
conditions may well be that if temporary campsites are going 
to be produced and marketed and what have you, and pu 1 
ased, that they be done from a Yukon manufacturer. Has 
approach been used? 

I think this is the only thing that we're realy asking at this 
point, if these things have been done. I know the Minister 
possibly, can't answer this because he isn't the author of th~ 
paper, but these are the areas that I think are still not ans
wered. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. McCall. 
Mr. McCall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I just have a few more comments I would like to make in 

reference to what Mr. Taylor· said. I'm a little surprised at 
some of the remarks about free enterprise and Mr. Taylor was 
a Member of this House in 1969 when the Government of the 
Yukon entered into an agreement with Cyprus Anvil Mining 
Corporation for a capital project, which was the establish
~ent ofthe town, to the tune of 44.5 per cent, or $500,000, which, 
m those days I believe was a lot of money. 

This was a cost-share project, capital cost-share project 
between free enterprise and the Government of the Yukon. I 
believe, with all due respect to Mr. Taylor, he was probably in 
the House when the agreement was debated discussed or 
signed. · ' .. 

Now we have another project of a much smaller nature of1 

course, which is of far more, greater benefit to the Gove'rn-
1 

ment itseH, not that I'm suggesting they enter into any' ., 
economic agreement with any private entrepreneur' r . 
again, I make reference to the previous green paper, wH. 1 

:~e're talking about entering into guaranteed rental situati t 
m order for an enterprising person to ~uild, i.e. an apartment 



building, where the Government would so much as guarantee 
ce- 'n apartments if the project went ahead. 

•. .his particular case here, there was another example 
where this is strictly dealing with modular manufacturing, 
prefabrication. I don't mean a mobile home, I'm talking mod
ular home manufacturing or prefabrication, which some peo
ple,1call it. 
' There is an instance which has just been completed again in 

my, hometown, where two houses, which were submitted for 
tentler to a private entrepreneur who bid on the contract let by 
the Government, for two homes to be constructed. Those two 
homes were modular homes. They came prepackaged. 

• e two homes cost, Mr. Chairman, $116,000 and that does 
not ... dude the cost of the two lots in which the homes were 
constructed on. Nobody can convince me that it is not viable. It 
is more than viable, not only for the planning and projected 
policies of the Yukon Housing Corporation and the Govern
ment, but also for private enterprise. Nobody can tell me that 
two homes of a modular type should cost $116,000. The only 
reason some of those costs are so high is because they were 
shipped in. They were not constructed in a manufacturing 
plant. 

That is not the first time, I think if you investigate some of 
the other projects that the government has let by contract to 
entrepreneurs who bid on the contracts you will find many 
other modular homes have been manufactured in the western 
part of Canada, shipped in by truck, and established in this 
very short period of time. 

Mr. Taylqr made reference to saw mills in Watson Lake. 
That was one of the bases of my own ideas prior to the first 
motion being introduced. That we have the foundation of base 
industry, which is forest products, which then you would es
tablish a seco9.dary industry which would be the modular 
hor '1anufacturing in the same area of Watson Lake. 

1',,..., principle of job creation, there would be job creation, 
because the free enterpriser is expanding with the assistance 
of the Government, and I do not mean economic assistance. 
But ' · - e can guarantee apartments in an apartment block to 
the .. .:epreneur that is going to build :that apartment for a 
peri0<1 of time, if this government can guarantee that, then 
they can guarantee purchasing of certain modular home pac
kages for any policies or programs you have in the future over 
a term basis so the plant can get off the ground. That is how 
Cyprus Anvil was created. 

I believe if the Government had not got actively involved at 
'that time, not only our own Government here, but the Federal 
Government, then the ore would still be in the ground. That 
was a joint venture, assisted by the Government of Yukon and 
the Government of Canada. I see nothing wrong with the same 
procedure being followed here , setting aside any major 
economic investment. 

The other principle that I am concerned about is when you 
look at the Socio-economic Planning Unit and you look at this 
Green Paper, and part of that motion was that the Socio
economic Planning Unit report on the Yukon's economic and 
social future and this particular project formed part of the 
program, they have done nothing. They have produced no
thing. All they have done is condensed two minor reports, the 
suqtmaries. I am very disappointed, Mr. Chairman, because I 
think it is one of the best projects that should be set into place 
right now, I do not believe that the Government or any part of 
any agency or representation has set any wheels into motion 
that could bring all the entrepreneurs and the builders associ
ations and everybody that may be or may not be interested in 
thic tvne of a project, I do not believe they brought them 
toge at this point in time in the span of approximately two 
year 'lCe the first study was done. 

Th..._ .Jave seen the study, in fact I think they have a copy of 
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it, because I discussed it at length with some of the buiiding 
associations and they are very interested, but are we going to 
play the chicken and the egg trip? This is what I'm concerned 
about, Mr. Chairman. 

The initiative has to be taken by the Government. If it's just 
a matter of bringing everybody together. We do it in other 
programs. I cannot see why you cannot do it with this prog
ram. We seemingly have the expertise or we've been told, 
within the Government structure, i.e. Yukon Housing, our 
Minister for Local Goverment, which deals with land and this 
sort of thing, it can be done. 

So, somebody has got to take the initiative. You cannot just 
put the onus on the private builder. You've got to set the 
wheels into motion. 

That's all I'm seeking, Mr. Chairman. This green paper 
does not demonstrate that at all. 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Berger. 
Mr. Berger: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I'm quite surprised at 

the statement of the Minister when I asked him about the 
preferential treatment. It was only about a year ago that we 
had a debate in this House here about preferential bid systems 
and outside contractors to northern contractors and I think the 
Government should have had the message then loud and 
clear, we even had witnesses here, that they would prefer to 
have a five or ten per cent margin above outside contractors 
because of higher costs up here. 

This is the type of thing I was seeking, not that the $30,000 
above outside quoted price. But let's just give the local con
tractors a chance and there's no real cost involved in it. I 
mean, eventually this cost probably is going to go away be
cause once the industry is established, he could raise his own 
market without any Government help. 

But this, I think, all the local contractors are seeking for 
some sort of a guarantee that their bids to maybe ten or twenty 
housing units are going to be looked at in a better light, not that 
they had to compete with outside cut-throat prices and in most 
cases they are. By the time the housing unit comes up here, it's 
a pile of junk and we had debated that long enough in this 
House, Mr. Chairman. 

That's right, Mr. Chairman. We had the same problem in 
Dawson where a house costs $57,000, plus additional costs 
involved in it because the house was condensating so badly 
that you C<'uldn't even live in the bedroom and those are the 
types of thing that are not necessary if you build locally by a 
local contractor because they know the conditions. 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. Lengerke. 
Mr. Lengerke: The Honourable Member from Pelly made 

some very excellent points, I certainly agree. 
The one thing that he certainly did bring out and I would like 

to elaborate a little further on it was that we did ask that the 
study form part of that planning unit's report. I'd just like to 
ask one of the Ministers, and again I know it's not their respon
sibility, but perhaps, as a Member of the Executive Commit
tee you could tell me, just where is that report, that the Com
missioner, and I wish he was here, promised that the 
Economic Planning Unit would have for us? What's happened 
to that, because that was one of the reasons why we had asked 
that this be part of the initial resolution, that we didn't want to 
have the excuse that they couldn't come back with an answer 
because they said, well, we've got an answer on how it fits in 
the entire program so we've covered off on a request. 

So, I hope, I don't know if the Minister can give me an 
answer. How is that report? What is happening, may I ask? 
What is the report of progress to the Executive Committee onj 
that? 

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Lang? 

1 



Boa. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, I would like to reiterate 
once again that this is not my paper and I think it shows the 
definite inequities in the constitutional development of the 
Yukon where I have to sit here and talk about somebody else's 
Paper who is probably getting paid more than I am. 

The only thing that I can say, Mr. Chairman, if anybody is 
interested in home manufacturing and they are looking at 
building homes, I am sure that the Housing Corporation would 
be prepared to listen, I am sure that the people in the private 
sector would be prepared to listen to them if they are competi
tive, and the socio-economic future of the Yukon, I don't know 
what report you are looking for, but as far as I can recall I 
haven't seen one. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs. Whyard? 
Boa. Mrs. Wbyard: Mr. Chairman, this Green Paper at

tempts to update and compare some figures that were availa
ble to all Members a year ago, two years ago, three and four 
and five years ago. It has updated them up until the time the 
report was written. It was done in a hurry to be ready for you 
for the fall Session I am assuming, and it was ready and you 
have not deemed to consider it until today which is nearly a 
year from the time the original question was asked. In my 
humble opinion, you need all these figures updated again be
cause of rise of costs. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that we have got the answers 
we asked for from the unit, they did a comparison study, they 
added some updated figures. They gave us estimates of hous
ing requirements and they said again, if anybody wants to go 
into this business they can make money doing it. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, if there is a business opportunity in this country 
where you make money, there is usually more than one person 
already jumping in there and there has got to be a reason why 
somebody hasn't. 

I hear from one Honourable Member that certain people are 
interested but they are waiting for the Government to go and 
plead with them to please build them and guarantee that they 
will buy them all. I really don't think so, Mr. Chairman. My 
experience in this country has been that if you build a better 
mouse trap, people will come and buy it. I don't think this 
Government has to go and plead with people to get into a 
business if it is a business they can make money in, so there 
has got to be a reason here. 

I really don't know how much further discussion there has to 
be about this report. It has been brought forward in an answer 
to a requestfrom Members and the information is before you. 

Mr. tbaJrman: From the Chair, I think we have had an 
adequate debate and I think that at this time we probably 
should have had somebody come up with a motion, however, I 
should draw the attention of all Members to page 2, which 
says: "the Yukon Territorial Government therefore urges the 
local business community to investigate this opportunity. I 
think all Members can well ask in what way has the Govern
ment brought this report to the attention of the local business 
community and this is really what this discussion has been 
about right from the very beginning. So I would suggest that 
somebody make a motion to the effect that the Yukon Territor
ial Government does bring this report to the attention of the 
local business community and urge them to take part in the 
necessary business. 

I will call a brief recess allowing Mr. Lengerke and Mr. 
McCall an opportunity to draw up the resolution. 

Mr. Lengerke: Mr. Chairman, by prolonging the discus
sion on this particular subject, you have already done quite a 
bit of promotion for the manufacture of homes. 

Mr. Chairman: Well, we will have a recess now and we can 
;have the motion made. Thank you, ten minutes. 
!Receaa 
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. Mr. Chairman: The Committee will come to order, 
please. I 

We have a motion before the Committee. Moved "'~ ,u 
McCall, seconded by Walt Lengerke, that the Yukon Territor
ial Government initiate immediate discussions with represen
tatives of the Yukon Home Building Industry to re-emphasize 
the need for and to encourage the establishment of a home 
manufacturing facility in Yukon, and, further, that the Yukon" 
Territorial Government identify to other interest groups, such 
as the native organizations, the opportunity that exists in this 
type of venture. 

Any discussion? Yes, Mr. Lang. 
Ron. Mr. Lang: This particular motion, I gather fr 1e 

contents, is not inferring that the Government of the \~ .• on 
Territory is going to be investing any money in this particular 
area. 

Mr. Chairman: No. 
Hon. Mr. Lang: As long as that is clearly understood. 
Mr. Chairman: No, discussions cost nothing. 
Hon. Mr. McKinnon: Want to bet? 
Mr. Chairman: If there's no discussion, can we call the 

question? 
Resolution agreecl to 

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Mr. McCall. 
Mr. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I would move that Mr. 

Speaker does now resume the Chair. 
dit58 000000 
Mr. Speaker resumes the Chair 

Mr. Speaker: I will now call the House to order. May we 
have the Report from the Chairman of Committee? 

Mr. Mcintyre: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of thee \e 
have considered a motion respecting the Green Pap.__ on 
Gambling and directed me to report progress on same. 

The Committee has also considered a motion respecting the 
Green Paper on Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impar' 'ld 
directed me to report as follows: THAT the Green Pa~ on 
Housing Strategy for Pipeline Impact be approved in princi
ple and taken back for further elaboration in the areas of land 
availability, financing, and a further clarification of the role 
of Yukon Housing Corporation in relation to the planning pro
cess at the municipal level. 

The Committee has also considered a motion respecting the 
Green Paper on Home Manufacturing in Yukon and directed 
me to report as follows: THAT the Yukon Territorial Gov
ernment initiate immediate discussions with representatives 
of the Yukon home building industry to re-emphasize the need 
for and to encourage the establishment of a home manufactur
ing facility in Yukon; AND FURTHER that the Yukon Ter
ritorial Government identify to other interest groups, such as 
the native organizations the opportunity that exists in this 
type of venture. 

The Committee would also like leave to sit again. . 
Mr. Speaker: You have heard the Report of the Chairman 

of Committees. Are you agreed? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Speaker: Leave is so granted. May I have your further 

pleasure? The Honourable Member from Whitehorse Rivet'
dale? 

Mr.Lengerke: Mr. Speaker, I move that wedonowcallit5 
D'clock. 

Ms Millard: I second that, Mr. Speaker. 
le Mr. ·speaker: It has been moved by the Hono 

Member from Whitehorse Riverdale, seconded by th _Jn-



0u~ 1e Member from Ogilvie, that we do now call it 5 o'clock. 
M1. 1 agreed to 

Mr. Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 10 
a.m. tomorrow. 

Adj,ourned 

' l 

ThP ~ ... uowing Legislative Returns were Tabled 
(F tary 28, 1978) 

77-2-62 
Custodial Worker I - Job Descriptions 
(Oral Question- Page 622- February 20, 1978 ) 

77-2-63 
Building Standards Ordinance 
(Written Question No. 44) 

77-Z-64 
Capital Assistance Program 
(Written Question No. 45) 

77-2-65 
Haines Junction Refinery - Land Use Application 
(Oral Question- Page 711 -February 23, 1978) 

77-2-66 
Contracting in Yukon 
(Oral Question- Page 710- February 23, 1978) 

1b lowing Sessional Paper was Tabled 
(February 28, 1978 

77-2-46 
Thr ?act the closure of the Clinton Creek Mine on Dawson 
Cit~ . , .T. by G.J .. Lerchs. 

~ I 

Mr . Speaker, 

LEGISLATIVE RET\JRN # l · l 

(1977 Second Sesston) 

Ktmber s of the Asser.bly 

quesero/ebruary 20, 1978 Mr. fl etni ng uked tht fol lowing oral 

On the l'lt rt ng , Custodial Worker Humber 1, tn the DeptrtM:nt 
Of Education , among duttes l is ted was ca re of e1ectr1ca1 
ftxt un s and other equipment , furnaces and other motors. 
I am j us t wonderi ng, i f this Custodia l WOrker I, t n applying 
for a j ob, t f he wu not a JourneyNn Electrfch.n, ff hh job 
woul d be tn contrnent ton vt t h t he El eetr1u1 Protections 
Ac t . Is this not t r ue? 

The answer to the question 1s u follows: 
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The Electr ical Protect ions Ordinance, Section 20(1 } (b) and (c ) 
allows custodia l wor ker s to perfor"'ll required duties without 
ho ldi ng a valtd journeyman' s cert1t1cate. 

Soct ion 20(1 ): 

(b) • t he rout ine r eplacement of lamps, switches or 
receptacles connec : ed to COnductors of u tst1ng 
branch ci r cu i ts protected by over-current devices 
rued or set at not l'll)r e than 30 a.,.:~erts, fn 
buil dings served at not .,re: t hin 150 volts to 
ground t 

(c) the re-wi nding • nd rtpii r of el ectric 1110tors 
s ubjec t to t he Ca nadfan Electrical Code Current 
Edi t ion but not t he connection of such dntces ... 

February 23, 1978 

LEGISLATIVE llETURN tf' t .1 

1977 (Se cond) Se! .. i o n 

H.r . Speaker, 

Me mber• o f the Auemb1y 

.· 

On Fe bruary 21, 1 978 , Mrs. Wataon aaked the fo1lowinq queationa 

•What aection o f the Bui 1dinq S tandard• Ordinance givee 
the qovernment tho a uthori ty to promolqate R.equlation 
19 o f tho Bui lding Standard• Ordinance?• 

The ana\ter t o the abo ve gueation is u to1l0\11, 

Sec tion 4 (l) {d) of the Buil ding Standarc!a Ordinance a utborizea 
the Co:a.iaaioner to make regulation• f o r the purpoae of car.ryinq 
o ut the provia i ona o f thia ordinance. It includea aection lt 
of Cozamiaaioner'a Order 1973/ 135 which atatea aa followaa 

•ror the purpoae of enfor cing theae regulatione , the 
Co-.J.aaioner o r the. Build.inq Inapector aay at all 
reaaonable tim.a enter and inapect any preaiaea or 
p art thereof within the area. • 

February 23, 1978 . 
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f)n Febru.,ry 21st 

On tici~errber 28th, 1974 t he Government of Yuk.on introduced the Ca pi tal Assistance 
progra m, would t he Minister advise rM of the following: 
Wh i ch corrmuniti~s have ta ke n ad vanUge of the Capiu.l Ass ist ance Program, and 
how lnUCh 100ney ,s left from the approxirra tely $21 million fund, and would t he 
Minister provide t hi s House with a breakdown of t he amount each co!ITTiunlty has 
use d from the fund, si nce the introduction o f the Capital Assistance Program. 

7"1e ar.s~e r :.o the e~bove ques~ion i s as folla,., s: 

Ba lance Rema i ning from 21 Mill i on • $ 9 , 575,000. 

CoiiTTIUni ty l. V. Serv i ce------------------------------------ - 82 ,345 . 
Pre Engi neering Cost (various communities)------------------ 31,077. 
Staff Housing - ---------------------------- -------- --------- 250,000 . 
Comm.mity Swl rm1ing Pools --- --------- - ---------- -- ---------- 16,493. 
Beaver Creek ----------------------------------- ------------ 15,626, 
Burw.,sh Landing ---------- -------- ---------- ---------------- 5, 000. 
Carcross - - -- ------ -- -- - ---- - --------- ---------------------- 111 ,411. 
Carmac~~:s ------------------------- -------------------------- i88 , 395. 
Dawson Ci ty ------- ---- --------- ----------- --- -- -- -- - - -- -- -- 557,835. 
Des truction Bay -------------------- -------- --- --------- ---- 243 ,1 SO. 
Faro ------------------------------------------------------- 577,778. 
Ha lnes Junction --------------- - -- - -- ---------------------- 1, 685,903. 
Keno City ----------------------------------------------- 588. 

m~;:~;i;~~~ ~~~~~ ~~~~~ ~~ :~~~~~~:~~:~~~~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ 
6

!t: ~~~: 
~:~~~t -=~~~~~~~-::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 .o~~ : j~:: 
~~;~~~~:~e.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::: 6, ~l~: ~~~: 

TOTAL •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 13,1 75,410. 
less Expected Recoveries {Est . )----- 1,750,000 . 

$ 11,425,410. 
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,)~ Thursday , February 23!1~ . Mrs. Watson 

Ha s a ldnd use a pplicdtion been made for the rea.ct1•1at ion o f the ref inery 

at Hai nes J unct ion? 

,. 

0 
'7:le a~::.· ... er ~o the above question i s as fo\ i ows : 

App licat ion has been made to the Federal Gove rnrrent for r enewal of leases 

for the purpose of r eactivating the refinery at Ha ines Junction. The 

Oepart rrent of Local Government wlll be consult1n<;l with the l.L O. in this 

matter in the very near future. 

--~- ~7 

L.ECISLAiiVE RETUR!I ft { ( 

(1977 Second Session) 

:-lr. Speaker , 
:-te~:~be rs of the Aue:=bly 

On february 23 , 197S, Mr. &. fleming asked the following question: 

"Reaard i n& Covern:ent Contracts , vhen 10% bid depoaits, perfo mance 
bonds o r holdback s are req uired , can securities be used?" 

The a nsve r to the question above is a s fo llows : 

Securities can be used if they r e present the equ i va lent of cash 
i. e . certified c heques , Sank Draft s and Postal Money Orders and 
provided tha t they a r e Mode payable t o Government of Yukon Terr itory . 

In addition "Bid Bonds" are accepted a s Tender Deposits a nd "L.abour 
and Material Pa~ent Bonds " tOBtther with "Perfon:~.ance Bonds " a r e 
accepted a a Contract Security. 

February 27, !978 
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