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Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

I would like to begin the 2020 Spring Sitting of the 

Legislative Assembly by respectfully acknowledging all 

Yukon First Nations and also that we are meeting on the 

traditional territory of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and the 

Ta’an Kwäch’än Council. 

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

INTRODUCTION OF DEPUTY SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Speaker: I’m very pleased to be able to introduce 

Mr. Terry Grabowski, our new Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Terry was raised in Dawson and Whitehorse, has served in the 

Canadian Armed Forces, and continues to serve as a Canadian 

Forces Ranger and instructor with the Royal Canadian Air 

Cadet Squadron. 

I ask members to welcome Terry to the House at this time. 

Applause 

INTRODUCTION OF PAGES 

Speaker: It also gives me great pleasure to introduce the 

Legislative pages who will be serving the House during the 

2020 Spring Sitting. They are Carson Kiesling, Everett 

Schwarz from F.H. Collins Secondary School, Ally Bonilla and 

Alissa Au from Vanier Catholic Secondary School, Hayley 

Fairclough and Agata Poltorasky from Porter Creek Secondary 

School, and Lang Honhorn and Aurora April from École Émilie 

Tremblay. With us today we have Hayley Fairclough and 

Aurora April. I would ask members to welcome them to the 

House at this time.  

Applause 

Withdrawal of motions 

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of 

changes made to the Order Paper. The following motions have 

been removed from the Order Paper as they are now outdated: 

Motion No. 8, standing in the name of the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre; Motion No. 55, standing in the name of the 

Member for Takhini-Kopper King; and Motion No. 117, 

standing in the name of the Member for Porter Creek North.  

As well, the following motions have been removed from 

the Order Paper as the actions requested in the motions have 

been taken in whole or in part: Motion No. 3, standing in the 

name of the Member for Copperbelt North; Motion No. 118, 

standing in the name of the Member for Lake Laberge; Motion 

No. 93, standing in the name of the Member for Porter Creek 

Centre; and Motion No. 49 and Motion No. 92, standing in the 

name of the Member for Kluane.  

Finally, Motion No. 167, notice of which was given by the 

Member for Whitehorse Centre on November 27, 2019, was not 

placed on today’s Notice Paper as the motion is outdated.  

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper.  

Introduction of visitors. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I would like to ask all of colleagues in 

the Legislative Assembly to help me in welcoming the Council 

of Yukon First Nations Grand Chief Peter Johnston.  

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Today we are going to be giving 

tributes to the recipients of the Arctic Inspiration Prize, the 

award winners, and we have with us, from the Arctic 

Inspiration Prize National Selection Committee, Shelby 

Blackjack and Mathieya Alatini. From Yukon First Nations 

Wildfire, we have Chad Thomas, Telek Rogan, Wayne Risby, 

Colin Asselstine, and Angela Drainville. From Northern 

Nations Alliance, we have Corinna Yuill, Eileen Melnychuk, 

Carl Carpentier, Sharon Gardner, and Sharon Shorty. 

I don’t know — because I don’t recognize them — but I 

heard them on the radio this morning — if we have our guests 

from Wallaga, New South Wales, Australia — if we could also 

welcome Fosters junior and senior — Warren Foster Jr. and 

Ngarrae Foster If we could welcome them all, please, 

Mr. Speaker. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I would like my colleagues in the 

House this afternoon to join me in welcoming the president of 

the Yukon Employees’ Union, Mr. Steve Geick, and also, from 

Vancouver Island, my mom, Susan Mostyn. She is in the House 

this afternoon. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I would like my colleagues to help 

me welcome some very special guests in the gallery today. I 

would like to start by welcoming Chief Rick McLean, one of 

our chiefs from the Tahltan Nation but also my fiancé. It’s a big 

announcement, but I will just do it right here. Of course, my 

oldest son, Colin Dendys — thank you so much for coming 

today.  

I would also like to welcome Sharon Shorty — a.k.a. 

Gramma Susie — to the House today, and Dan Shorty as well. 

Thank you so much. Also, I saw Kudawat Shorty come in.  

Welcome, and thank you all for coming today. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: I would also like to welcome Mr. Peter 

Turner, president of the Yukon Chamber of Commerce, as well 

as Mr. Mike Pemberton in his role as chair of the Whitehorse 

Chamber of Commerce. He also plays a vital role as the chair 

of the Yukon Development Corporation.  

I would also like to note that — although she was 

welcomed — Ms. Alatini is also playing a very, very important 

role as one of our leads in the independent panel on our mineral 

development strategy. 
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Mr. Adel: I would like my colleagues to help me 

welcome to the House today my wife, Barbara Adel, and our 

friend Donna Mimm. 

Applause 

 

Ms. White: I also invite my colleagues in welcoming 

some guests today. We have Paul Johnson and Deborah Turner-

Davis from the Yukon Employees’ Union. We have 

Murray Martin, who is not unfamiliar to the Chamber. We have 

Bonnie Dalziel, Sally Wright, and my friend Jake Hamilton, 

who is visiting for his first time. Please welcome them.  

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Someone who I have missed from 

my list but who I see here from Yukon College is 

Ms. Jacqueline Bedard.  

Applause 

 

Mr. Hutton: I would like to ask my colleagues in the 

House to join me in welcoming a couple of special guests — to 

whom I will be giving a brief tribute later on — Jim Snider and 

his daughter Neizha. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: It is my honour to welcome to the Assembly 

some House Officers and their valuable support staff. It gives 

me great pleasure to introduce: Annette King, the Child and 

Youth Advocate; Bengie Clethero, the deputy advocate; Rachel 

Veinott-McKeough, the intake and communications 

coordinator; Julia Milnes, the advocacy case worker; as well as 

Lynda Silverfox, the systemic analyst at that office — if we 

could recognize those individuals. 

Applause 

 

Mr. Kent: I just want to recognize that my wife, 

Amanda Leslie, is here, and friend and former colleague 

Elaine Schiman is also joining us in the gallery today. 

Welcome.  

Applause 

 

Speaker: Finally, as well, I have from the Yukon 

Ombudsman, Information and Privacy Commissioner and 

Public Interest Disclosure Commissioner office the 

aforementioned Elaine Schiman, who is the manager of 

communications at that office; Jason Pedlar, the director of 

intake and informal case resolution; and Aidan Bell, the 

investigator and compliance review officer — if we can 

welcome them as well.  

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any other introductions of visitors? 

Tributes. 

TRIBUTES 

In recognition of Arctic Inspiration Prize — Yukon 
First Nations Wildfire resilience training and healing 
program  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It is my honour to rise today, on the 

first day of the Spring Sitting, on behalf of the Yukon 

government to pay tribute to Yukon First Nations Wildfire and 

their resilience training and healing program which was 

awarded an Arctic Inspiration Prize in early February.  

The amazing Arctic Inspiration Prize is the largest award 

program in the country dedicated to Canada’s north — and by 

the way, I was really pleased to see Mayor Curtis there at the 

award ceremony to announce that the Arctic Inspiration Prize 

will be coming back to the Yukon next year.  

Prizes are designed to enable breakthrough northern 

initiatives, and I could not be more proud of this year’s 

laureates. The resilience training and healing program was 

awarded $410,000 for preventive and healing initiatives to 

support youth and Yukon First Nation wildland firefighters. It 

was great to see the Premier, our Senator, and our federal 

minister of Economic Development up to present this award to 

the Yukon First Nations Wildfire recipients.  

Specifically, the program will address trauma through 

land-based healing and mentorship grounded in traditional 

knowledge. I want to congratulate everyone involved with this 

incredible program. Thank you to Grand Chief Peter Johnston 

for nominating the project, and thank you to team leader, 

Chad Thomas, and his team members, Shirley Adamson, 

Ben Asquith, Colin Asselstine, and Adrijana Djocik, 

Angela Drainville, Marge Kormendy, Nelson Lepine — I also 

saw Emily here — bienvenue — Jordan Profeit, Wayne Risby, 

and Lee Vincent.  

We know that many wildland firefighters are exposed to 

events and situations that can contribute to challenges with 

mental wellness, addictions, and even suicide. Wildfire 

members may find themselves responding to devastating 

situations within their own communities. They may witness 

serious injuries or even deaths involving someone who they 

know personally — a family member, neighbour, or a member 

of their community.  

They may also be asked to leave the comfort of their homes 

to fight dangerous fires at a moment’s notice across the 

territory. This is a growing risk as the north experiences more 

frequent and extreme fires due to climate change. We rely on 

these dedicated front-line workers to step forward in our times 

of need.  

To all of our amazing wildland firefighters from the 

government and First Nation crews, thank you from all of us as 

Yukoners. You keep us safe, healthy, and successful.  

I hope that, through the resilience training and healing 

program, you receive the support you need to be safe, healthy, 

and successful. 

I would also like to take a moment to recognize the 

partnership Yukon First Nations Wildfire has with Northern 

Nations Alliance, a newly formed charitable organization — 

formerly Tahltan Strong — working with Yukon and northern 

British Columbia First Nations to support communities in their 
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wildland fire efforts, empowerment, and healing. This 

partnership led two Yukon First Nations Wildfire leaders to 

visit Australia to work with indigenous communities impacted 

by fire. Northern Nations Alliance just brought Australian 

aboriginal firefighters to the Yukon to keep sharing traditional 

knowledge and best practices on these important issues. 

I understand Northern Nations Alliance will be hosting a 

“midnight sun down under” benefit concert for Australia on 

March 27 and 28, and I invite all Yukoners to participate and to 

support it. Congratulations once again to the resilience training 

and healing program team. Funding from the Arctic Inspiration 

Prize can be life-changing, and I look forward to following 

along as this program takes root. 

 

Ms. Van Bibber: I rise today on behalf of the Yukon 

Party Official Opposition to pay tribute to the Arctic Inspiration 

Prize award teams and projects. The AIP awards have come a 

long way from the first awards held in 2012 and have become 

known across Canada and the north as the Nobel Prize of 

Canada. 

To say that the co-founders Arnold Witzig and Sima 

Sharifi are amazing people is an understatement. I personally 

know the challenges and the work that both have given to their 

passion for our north. To willingly give your wealth to 

complete strangers and regions unknown is to be commended 

and lauded. They are unassuming and do not want the glory. 

They want to see success and happiness for the people of the 

north, from Yukon to Labrador. 

From the first Yukon award winners in 2015, the Tri-

Territorial Recreation Training project, which received 

$600,000, to our current winners from the ceremony just held 

in Ottawa: well done. We give our congratulations to the 

resilience training and healing program, with their team leader 

Chad Thomas, for their prize of $410,000. The goal is having 

healing and trauma programs, along with a remarkable 

component of financial competency, for youth and wildland 

firefighters. 

To make matters even better, the federal government, 

through the Canadian Northern Economic Development 

Agency, or CanNor, not only matched but exceeded the prize 

award for an additional $622,000. Over $1 million gives the 

team the ability to purchase equipment and materials that will 

make their training and growth easier. 

The other Yukon project was a Yukon Youth Healthcare 

Summit, with team leader Geri-Lee Buyck, which was awarded 

$90,000. This project is interested in ensuring that Yukon post-

secondary students get an opportunity to be exposed to various 

areas of the health care field by visiting and seeing the actual 

hospital work environment.  

So, Yukoners and businesses, please become ambassadors 

or funding partners, as ambassadors are the only entities that 

can submit applications for the prize. So, champion, mentor, 

and encourage teams to get their ideas in order and submit for 

a chance for an Arctic Inspiration Prize.  

Congratulations to both teams. We wish you much success, 

and we will be following your stories with interest. 

Applause 

 

Ms. White: It would take an entire afternoon to celebrate 

each of the eight teams in the three prize categories who were 

awarded just over $2.6 million at this year’s Arctic Inspiration 

Prize award ceremony in Ottawa. Teams whose ideas and 

innovative plans to inspire change and improve the lives of 

people living in Canada’s north will be felt for years to come. 

It’s an honour to stand on behalf of the Yukon NDP to 

speak about just one of the 2019 Arctic Inspiration Prize 

laureate winners. Mr. Speaker, we speak at length in this 

Chamber about reconciliation and resiliency. We talk about 

self-determination and economic development. I would suggest 

that, while we talk in here, outside these walls, true action is 

taking place.  

In 2013, what started as an idea from the Da Daghay 

Development Corporation, with support from the Ta’an 

Kwäch’än Council, has since grown to be a movement that we 

here in Yukon, across Canada, and as far away as Australia now 

know as Yukon First Nations Wildfire.  

Yukon First Nations Wildfire has a clear vision to use 

innovative strategies that incorporate traditional knowledge to 

provide employment opportunities for Yukon and First Nation 

youth, all with the ultimate goal to be the best wildland 

firefighters in Canada. 

It’s no surprise that, with the help of an incredible group of 

people as team members, team leader, and nominator, Yukon 

First Nations Wildfire submitted a proposal for a resilience 

training and healing program to the Arctic Inspiration Prize 

committee. Like everyone in this room and across the territory, 

we’re so pleased they won. 

This project will respond to challenges with mental illness, 

addiction, and suicide among youth and wildland firefighters. 

It will employ a holistic approach to wellness, all based on a 

foundation of traditional knowledge that can be tailored to each 

participant that will address trauma through traditional 

practices, land-based healing, and mentorship. 

It will include a financial literacy component, ensuring that 

all participants have bank accounts, understand credit and 

budgeting, and know how to access financial advice. 

Mr. Speaker, the key output of this project is healthy, 

educated, and skilled future leaders who have an understanding 

of how to access resources where and when they are needed. 

The resilience training and healing program project 

received $410,000 from the Arctic Inspiration Prize. We know, 

having already seen how far Yukon First Nations Wildfire has 

come, that they are best suited for the task ahead because they 

bring with them a personal understanding of the real struggles 

faced by wildland firefighters. I think that a post they shared on 

their Facebook page on March 1 of this year illustrates this best, 

so I am going to share it now: “A firefighter with PTSD fell 

into a hole and couldn’t get out. When a civilian walked by, the 

Firefighter called out for help, but the civilian yelled back, 

‘Suck it up, dig deep, and drive on,’ then threw down a shovel. 

The Firefighter followed directions and dug that hole deeper.  

“Another stranger went by and the Firefighter called out 

for help again. The stranger said, ‘use the tools and online 

training that has been given to you”, then threw down a bucket. 
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The Firefighter used the tools and he dug the hole deeper still 

and filled the bucket.  

“A psychiatrist walked by. The Firefighter called, ‘Help! I 

can’t get out!’, so the psychiatrist tossed down some drugs and 

said, ‘Take this. It will relieve the pain and you will forget about 

the hole.’ The Firefighter said, ‘thanks’, and followed his 

advice, but when the pills ran out he was still in the hole.  

“A well-known psychologist rode by and heard the 

Firefighter’s cries for help. He stopped and asked, ‘How did 

you get there? Were you born there? Did your parents put you 

there? Tell me about yourself, it will alleviate your sense of 

loneliness.’ So the Firefighter talked with him for an hour, then 

the psychologist had to leave, but he said he’d be back next 

week. The Firefighter thanked him, but was still in the hole.  

“Another Firefighter happened to be passing by. The one 

with PTSD cried out, ‘Hey, help me. I’m stuck in this hole!’ 

and right away the other Firefighter jumped down into the hole. 

The Firefighter with PTSD started to panic and said, ‘What are 

you doing? Now we’re both stuck down here!’ But the other 

Firefighter just smiled and replied, ‘It’s okay. I have been here 

before… I know how to get out.’” 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is a beautifully simple explanation of 

how it is often those with lived experiences who can best help 

those in crisis. 

So, we thank all of those who had the vision and were 

willing to put the hard work into bringing this important 

resilience training and healing program closer to becoming a 

reality in Yukon. 

Applause 

In recognition of Arctic Inspiration Prize — Yukon 
Youth Healthcare Summit 

Mr. Hutton: On behalf of the Yukon Liberal 

government and the NDP caucus, it is my honour today to rise 

to pay tribute to the organizers of the Yukon Youth Healthcare 

Summit initiative, which was awarded an Arctic Inspiration 

Prize this past February. 

Thank you specifically to the summit’s team leader, Geri-

Lee Buyck from Mayo, and the award nominator, Shelby 

Maunder, who is the executive director of BYTE — 

Empowering Youth.  

The Arctic Inspiration Prize is designed to enable 

breakthrough northern initiatives, and I could not be prouder of 

this year’s laureates, including two winning teams from Yukon.  

The Youth Healthcare Summit is an incredibly important 

program that is meant to inspire young indigenous Yukoners to 

consider post-secondary education and specifically an 

education in the health profession. The initiative involves 

recruiting high school students around the territory to travel to 

Whitehorse, where they will take part in workshops led by 

working health care professionals.  

Participants will have the opportunity to learn within the 

new clinical simulation centre at Whitehorse General Hospital 

and will receive a standard first aid certificate, among other 

learning opportunities. The goal of this summit is to help 

continue increasing indigenous representation within our health 

systems workforce. Our dedicated nurses, doctors, and other 

health care staff continue learning and adapting to remove 

cultural barriers, ensure equitable access, and ensure patients 

feel safe and welcome. This amazing program supports that 

effort by offering youth a closer look at the potential for a 

successful career in health care.  

I would also like to take this moment to congratulate 

Northern Compass for their award as well. Jim Snider and his 

team are working hard to address problems that prevent 

northern youth from succeeding in post-secondary education or 

starting careers. They are assisting northern youth with 

transitioning to post-secondary education and ultimately 

onward to more fulfilling and prosperous careers and futures.  

The collective work of these two organizations are carving 

new paths in preparing for education and careers for our youth. 

The success of these organizations will reverberate through our 

communities for generations to come as they lay new 

foundations for assisting our youth in some of the most 

challenging decisions they will make in their lives.  

Thank you to both the Yukon Healthcare Summit and 

Northern Compass for your contributions to our society. 

Congratulations on your much-deserved awards. The youth you 

inspire today will bring us brighter futures tomorrow. Mahsi’ 

cho. Thank you. 

Applause 

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS 

Speaker: Under tabling returns and documents, the 

Chair has for tabling the Report from the Clerk of the Yukon 

Legislative Assembly on the Absence of Members from Sittings 

of the Legislative Assembly and its Committees, dated March 5, 

2020. This report is tabled pursuant to the direction of the 

Members’ Services Board. 

Are there any further returns or documents for tabling? 

 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Today, I have for tabling a legislative 

return regarding the number of licensed physicians and nurses 

in the Yukon in response to a tabled question asked by the 

Member for Watson Lake on November 27.  

Mr. Speaker, I further have for tabling a legislative return 

regarding the Government of Yukon’s new website and visual 

identity initiative in response to a question asked by the 

Member for Watson Lake on November 27, 2019.  

 

Speaker: Are there any further returns or documents for 

tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling the Sixteenth 

Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major 

Government Boards and Committees.  

 

Speaker: Are there any further reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — 
Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill No. 201, 

entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now introduced 

and read a first time.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now 

introduced and read a first time.  

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 201 

agreed to 

Bill No. 202: Interim Supply Appropriation Act 
2020-21 — Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 202, entitled 

Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now introduced 

and read a first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, be now introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 202 

agreed to 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now introduced and read a first 

time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now 

introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 203 

agreed to 

 

Speaker: Are there any further bills to be introduced? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, I rise to give notice of the 

following motion: 

THAT this House acknowledges that the Yukon Liberal 

government has become the first-ever territorial government to 

win the annual government waste award for their decision to 

spend taxpayers’ money to pay Instagram celebrities to fly to 

Yukon, go horseback riding, and pan for gold. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Yukon Liberal government to 

provide a detailed accounting of how much money went to out-

of-territory consultants, public relations reps, and 

photographers to support their decision to spend taxpayers’ 

money to pay Instagram celebrities to fly to Yukon, go 

horseback riding, and pan for gold. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Standing Committee on Public 

Accounts to respond in the affirmative to the 

December 12, 2019, letter from the Yukon First Nations Chiefs 

Committee on Education requesting an opportunity to appear 

before the Public Accounts Committee regarding the June 2019 

Auditor General of Canada report on kindergarten through 

grade 12 education in Yukon. 

 

Ms. Van Bibber: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Minister of Highways and 

Public Works to initiate upgrades to the two Alaska Highway 

crosswalks in Porter Creek to include pedestrian-activated 

flashing lights to address safety and visibility for both 

pedestrians and motorists. 

 

Mr. Cathers: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to improve 

communications infrastructure in rural Yukon, including 

partnering with the private sector to expand cellular phone 

coverage to people without service in areas including Grizzly 

Valley, Deep Creek, Fox Lake, Ibex Valley, Junction 37, 

Champagne, Mendenhall, and the north Alaska Highway and 

improve services in areas with coverage gaps. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to improve 

highway safety at the intersection of the Mayo Road and the 

Alaska Highway by moving forward with a project that was 

supposed to begin construction three years ago, including 

widening two kilometres of the Alaska Highway on either side 

of the intersection, lengthening the turning lane, and adding a 

through lane. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Minister of Education to 

ensure that parents who choose to home-school their children 

have the option of using paper-based curriculum instead of 

being forced to use online video courses from the Aurora 

Virtual School. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to upgrade 

Takhini River Road by taking actions, including improving the 

road surface and the ditches. 

 

Ms. McLeod: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to take 

action to reduce the wait times Yukoners are currently facing 

for appointments with visiting and local specialists, surgeries, 

and other medical procedures. 
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I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Minister of Highways and 

Public Works to initiate upgrades to the two Alaska Highway 

crosswalks in Watson Lake to include pedestrian-activated 

flashing lights to address safety and visibility for both 

pedestrians and motorists. 

 

Mr. Istchenko: I rise today in this House to give notice 

of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work 

with First Nations, municipalities, local advisory councils, and 

the tourism industry to ensure a coordinated approach to 

minimizing the risk of the coronavirus outbreak in the Yukon 

and prepare for appropriate actions if a suspected case is 

detected. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to alert 

the travelling public of unsafe road conditions between 

kilometres 1491 and 1502 of the Alaska Highway by ensuring 

proper placement of portable electric signs and installing 

property signage.  

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

tender seasonally dependent contracts by March 31 of each 

year, as promised in the Liberal platform. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to use 

its 2020-21 budget to build turning lanes at the entrances of the 

Takhini and Mendenhall subdivisions.  

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to listen 

to the views of Yukon hunters and take action by: 

(1) cancelling the Minister of Environment’s proposed 

adaptive moose management regulations; and 

(2) using the government’s 2020-21 budget to conduct 

moose surveys in areas of reported concern, especially in areas 

where the most recent data that is being used is outdated.  

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

follow the recommendations in the 2018 Employment 

Standards Board report and increase the minimum wage to over 

$15 per hour by April 2021.  

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT a Special Committee on Electoral Reform be 

established;  

THAT the Hon. Jeanie Dendys, the Hon. John Streicker, 

and Paolo Gallina be appointed to the Committee; 

THAT the members of the Committee also be comprised 

of two MLAs from the Official Opposition caucus selected by 

the Leader of the Official Opposition and one MLA from the 

Third Party caucus selected by the Leader of the Third Party; 

THAT the Leader of the Official Opposition and the 

Leader of the Third Party inform the Clerk of the Legislative 

Assembly of the names of the selected MLAs from their 

representative caucuses no later than seven calendar days after 

the appointment of this motion by the Assembly; 

THAT the Chair of the Committee has one vote on each 

matter before the Committee; 

THAT the Committee be mandated to write a report to: 

(1) consider and identify an option or options for the 

Yukon elections voting system; 

(2) make recommendations on what question or questions 

would be placed on a referendum ballot to obtain Yukoners’ 

views on the option or options identified for the Yukon’s 

electoral voting system; and  

(3) make recommendations on the thresholds for voter 

turnout and for the identified option or options that would need 

to be achieved to make changes to the electoral system;  

THAT the Committee conduct public hearings for the 

purpose of receiving the views and opinions of Yukoners;  

THAT the Committee have the power to call for persons, 

papers, and records and to sit during intersessional periods;  

THAT minutes of Committee meetings be made public 

within 48 hours of each meeting;  

THAT, during the drafting of the final report, the 

Committee should conduct its business in a consensus decision-

making manner to the greatest extent possible and that, should 

unanimity not be achieved, the report should show the majority 

and the minority views of the Committee members;  

THAT the Committee report to the Legislative Assembly 

in writing on its findings from public hearings and any 

recommendations that it might have on matters covered in those 

public hearings no later than August 31, 2020;  

THAT, if the House is not sitting at such time as the 

Committee is prepared to present its report, the Committee 

Chair shall transmit the Committee’s report to the Speaker, who 

shall transmit the report to all Members of the Legislative 

Assembly and then, no more than one day later, release the 

report to the public; and  

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly shall be 

responsible for providing the necessary support services to the 

Committee.  

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister?  

This then brings us to Question Period.  

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, the novel coronavirus, or 

COVID-19, has been spreading rapidly across the globe. 

Canada’s health minister stated yesterday that the federal 

government is anticipating an outbreak of coronavirus in 

Canadian communities.  

Now, Canada is fortunate to have a strong health care 

system, but there are always going to be areas for improvement 
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when faced with an illness that we still don’t know everything 

about. Further, Yukon needs to be clear about our outbreak 

preparedness should coronavirus appear here in the territory. 

To date, the Minister of Health and Social Services has been 

completely silent on this issue.  

Over the past couple of years, Whitehorse and community 

hospitals have dealt with over-capacity and understaffing — 

and that is without any pressure from major health events. So, 

can the minister tell us what plans currently exist for Yukon to 

contain and mitigate a community outbreak of any kind and 

what resources have been put toward this particular virus? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am pleased to rise today to respond to 

the question. I know that the coronavirus certainly is at the top 

of mind for all Yukoners and all Canadians. It is an important 

subject matter certainly as we speak about risks in the Yukon 

and across Canada and take into consideration the resources 

that we have available in the Yukon, ensuring that we have the 

necessary supports here.  

Health and Social Services is working very closely with 

the chief medical officer, Yukon Communicable Disease 

Control, the central Yukon Hospital Corporation, and the 

Emergency Measures Organization on the coronavirus 

situation and of course emergency responses. We will continue 

to work very closely with our federal counterparts and to have 

those dialogues with our provincial and territorial partners. 

Mr. Hassard: A major issue that has arisen over the past 

week is the warning of a severe global shortage of personal 

protective equipment for health care workers. This includes 

materials such as face masks, gloves, gowns, and respirators. 

The World Health Organization has stated that the lack of 

access to these materials is now putting doctors, nurses, and 

front-line health care staff at risk of contracting not only this 

virus, but other illnesses as well. 

Health care workers need to be able to get to their place of 

work and help those in need without being at serious risk of 

contracting an illness. Can the Minister of Health and Social 

Services tell us what measures she has taken to ensure that all 

Yukon health centres have an adequate supply of personal 

protective equipment for health care workers and what plans 

are in place in the event of a supply shortage here in Yukon? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would say that, in the Yukon, we 

certainly are prepared. We have been, as I indicated, working 

with our federal and provincial counterparts. We look at 

specifically our health authorities here in the Yukon, and we 

continue to update Yukoners with respect to the coronavirus 

and the assessments that are currently taking place.  

The government departments and agencies are currently 

working together to prepare and ensure a coordinated and 

effective response. The chief medical officer is leading all 

activities related to the coronavirus preparedness activities — 

simple things like washing your hands and not touching your 

eyes or nose. The information goes out from the chief medical 

officer — we have ensured that she has corresponded with all 

Yukoners. We are working diligently with our health centres 

and we will continue to do that to ensure that every Yukoner is 

protected. 

Mr. Hassard: So, while other provincial and territorial 

health ministers have been giving daily or weekly updates on 

this issue as it evolves, Yukon’s Minister of Health and Social 

Services has been silent.  

The World Health Organization has suggested that, if you 

find yourself experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, you 

should self-isolate at home and refrain from going to work or 

other public areas. For health care staff and front-line workers, 

staying home from work means one less person providing an 

essential service to Yukoners. Canada’s health minister has 

stated that the country is anticipating an outbreak of 

coronavirus in Canadian communities.  

In the event of a community outbreak, numerous health 

care workers could be out of commission or isolated in their 

homes at the same time. So, if an event like this occurs, what 

plans are in place to ensure that there are no staffing shortages 

for essential health care services? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would respond by saying that systems 

are in place to conduct surveillances and to identify if there are 

diagnoses. Right now, in the Yukon, we don’t have any cases 

of the coronavirus, and we are managing in the Yukon — as 

indicated, the chief medical officer is the lead on the file, and 

we are taking direction from the chief medical officer.  

All activities associated with coronavirus preparedness are 

being managed by the Yukon public health emergency 

operations centre, with Dr. Catherine Elliott — who is the 

acting chief medical officer — as lead. Health and Social 

Services and the office of the chief medical officer of health — 

as part of several FPT committees on this issue — are receiving 

regular updates, and we will continue to work with our health 

professionals in Yukon to ensure that Yukoners have the 

necessary supports if and when they need them. 

Question re:  COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. Van Bibber: Thanks to global precautions targeted 

at reducing the spread of COVID-19, it’s clear that there is a 

widespread awareness of the risk of international travel at this 

time. International airlines have imposed restrictions and 

warnings about the most affected areas, but with the appearance 

of COVID-19 on every continent, it has not been enough to stop 

the spread entirely. 

Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport brings in 

flights from across Canada and the world. Some of the 

countries heavily affected by coronavirus fly directly into the 

territory during the summer months.  

What are the current screening procedures at the 

Whitehorse airport, and will there be increased screening and 

monitoring during the summer months for the higher volume of 

international visitors? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I thank the member opposite for this 

very important question. Certainly, it is an area that my 

department is working closely on. Yukoners are absolutely 

proud to share our territory with the world. We know that this 

is a very serious issue throughout Canada. The department is 

actively monitoring the impact of COVID-19 on Yukon’s 

tourism industry and is working with our local industry 

partners, Destination Canada, and the Yukon chief medical 
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officer, as our minister has indicated today, to assess the 

situation.  

Tourism Yukon officials are participating in bi-weekly 

conference calls convened by Destination Canada with federal, 

provincial, and territorial counterparts to receive the latest data 

from federal government departments dealing with COVID-19 

and to share provincial/territorial-specific data on the impacts 

of the virus within the tourism industry and in all regions 

throughout Canada. The Public Health Agency of Canada has 

put in place measures to detect and contain this infection. These 

include information and health screenings at multiple Canadian 

and international airports. Currently, the risk within Yukon is 

low.  

Ms. Van Bibber: COVID-19 is having a significant 

negative impact on the global economy. The UN Conference 

on Trade and Development is reporting a $50-billion drop in 

worldwide manufacturing exports in February alone. There is 

significant damage within the travel and tourism trade. 

International airlines have been cancelling flights and imposing 

restrictions from certain affected areas. Many destinations that 

rely solely on tourism are taking a major hit. Media is reporting 

that Canada is already seeing a massive decline in foreign 

visitors compared to this time last year. Many of our local 

businesses in Yukon survive on their tourism business, as well 

as the cruise ship industry. 

Has the Minister of Tourism conducted an economic 

impact analysis of coronavirus on the tourism industry? Are 

there preparations being made to address a potential drop in 

tourism and investment this coming season? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: As the member opposite did note, 

certain affected areas are reducing travel. Again, this is not the 

time to panic. This is the time to make sure that we’re prepared. 

That’s exactly what the Yukon government is doing right now.  

All activities associated with coronavirus preparedness are 

being managed by the public health emergency operations, as 

the Minister of Health and Social Services has spoken to earlier. 

Health and Social Services is collaborating with Community 

Services, Emergency Measures Organization, the Yukon 

Hospital Corporation, Yukon Emergency Medical Services, 

and also our emergency response planning.  

What we’re doing, Mr. Speaker, is we are organizing 

together with the guidelines from the World Health 

Organization, we have adapted Public Health Association of 

Canada guidelines in the Yukon context, and we are working 

very closely with the BC government as well.  

Members opposite and others talk about the tourism 

industry. We do have the Arctic Winter Games coming in 2020 

and more than 4,000 participants from nine different areas from 

March 15 to 21, and we are prepared. The Yukon’s chief 

medical officer, again, being the lead on this — what we’re 

seeing here is a whole-of-government response from all of the 

ministers and departments to make sure that our industries 

thrive and continue.  

Ms. Van Bibber: We have also seen a response from 

organizations of international events and that the risks around 

transmission of COVID-19 large-scale events and conferences 

are being cancelled and rescheduled. The United Nations 

Commission on the Status of Women had to significantly scale 

back their annual conference. There have been international 

calls to the IOC to postpone the 2020 Summer Olympic Games 

in Japan. Much of this is due in part to the volume of people 

contained in one place and the capacity of hosts to deal with a 

major health event.  

As was mentioned, we are hosting the Arctic Winter 

Games, with participants from Canada, Alaska, and 

international countries, and our understanding is that there will 

be direct international flights as well.  

Steps and protection — could you please tell us what is 

being taken to protect athletes, visitors, and Yukoners during 

the games?  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Indeed, the games are starting in a 

little over a week. We are working very closely with the chief 

medical officer of health, as the Minister of Health and Social 

Services stated. There has been a risk assessment done. I’m 

reading here that the Yukon’s chief medical officer of health 

has assessed the risk for the Arctic Winter Games and 

COVID-19 as low. There always is concern around games and 

the health of our kids.  

The Arctic Winter Games Host Society put out a statement 

at the beginning of this week — and I will make sure to table it 

for members opposite — where they discussed a whole list of 

ways in which they are working under the direction of the chief 

medical officer of health to make sure that risk is low and to 

keep prevention as high as possible.  

The reality is that the folks from the games — at every 

games that I have gone to — they always work with young 

athletes, and often there is some concern around health, and so 

they actually prepare for this from a long time out — long 

before we ever heard of COVID-19. They just made sure to 

work with the chief medical officer of health around 

COVID-19.  

I am happy to table the letter that was released from the 

Arctic Winter Games Host Society. 

Question re: Dawson City waste-water treatment 
facility  

Ms. White: Last week, the government announced that 

it had reached an out-of-court settlement with Corix, the 

company that was given the contract for the troubled Dawson 

City waste-water treatment plant. According to the press 

release, the lawsuit was dropped, and the company and 

government no longer have obligations toward each other. This 

means that the $40-million lawsuit that the government started 

against the company to recoup the millions of dollars that 

Yukoners poured into this project is no more. 

Mr. Speaker, how did this government go from believing 

that Yukoners were owed $40 million for this failed 

infrastructure project to thinking that all is good and letting the 

company walk away without consequence? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I don’t think that either of those 

things are where I have stood. I think that, from the beginning 

— the waste-water treatment plant went into operation in 2012, 

and it has never worked. It is meeting its standards at just a bare 

minimum, but all along, it has been costing way too much 



March 5, 2020 HANSARD 925 

 

money for Yukoners. It is nearly $1 million to operate, and this 

is roughly 10 times what it costs the City of Whitehorse to 

operate their waste-water treatment.  

The real question — I was not here in this role at the time 

when the government decided to go down this path and choose 

this plant. It is a costly piece of infrastructure. I think that 

Yukoners deserve a government that is responsible with the 

taxpayers’ money. I think that Yukoners deserve a government 

that considers the full cost of the infrastructure that it builds, 

and Dawsonites certainly deserve a functioning and affordable 

sewage treatment option. So we are working closely with — 

and with the full support of — the Dawson City Council to 

pursue a lagoon for waste-water treatment. 

Ms. White: Just a reminder that this was public money 

that was spent on the project, and the government has a 

responsibility to be transparent about the cost of this fiasco, 

even if it doesn’t disclose details of the legal agreement. 

I appreciate that the minister wants to move on, but if it 

was his own money that was sunk into this infrastructure 

project, I’m not so sure that he would see it this way. 

If you hire a contractor to work on your house and the 

contractor’s work needs to be redone immediately after and it 

caused a whole bunch of extra cost, I think that most Yukoners 

wouldn’t just move on. They would want the contractor to pay 

to fix the mess that they created, especially if it is a 

multi-million-dollar mess. 

Yukoners are getting fleeced, Mr. Speaker, and the 

minister prefers to move on, rather than seeking a fair deal. 

How can the Premier or the minister sit on their hands 

knowing that Yukoners sunk millions and millions of dollars 

into the failed Dawson City treatment plant, which already 

needs to be replaced, and simply say, “Let’s move on”? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I didn’t say, “Let’s simply move 

on.” We reached a settlement with Corix. Well done. 

The member opposite is suggesting that we are not 

interested in protecting taxpayers’ money. No; we absolutely 

are. In fact, the challenge — as I have always said in this 

Legislature — is that beyond the dollars that were first invested 

into that plant before I ever arrived here, we worked first and 

foremost to make sure that plant was meeting its standards, as 

is our responsibility to do, and after that, we are working to get 

an affordable plant for Dawson and for Yukoners. That is 

exactly right, and I support what the member opposite says 

there.  

We will be working — in fact, I think it was a year ago this 

past January when I put out a press release saying that we were 

working with the City of Dawson to develop a waste-water 

treatment facility because, unfortunately, the plant cost too 

much money to operate and we can see that it will continue to 

cost too much money over time. 

So we recognize that we have to begin on a sustainable 

solution now, and I am very thankful to be working with the 

City of Dawson toward that end. 

Ms. White: I thank the minister for mentioning a 

settlement — a settlement, of course, of which details have not 

been made public, and Yukoners don’t know the extent of it. 

The government’s carelessness in looking after Yukoners’ 

interests on this issue is staggering. They went from one day 

believing that Yukoners should get nearly $40 million in 

compensation from Corix to walking away without a penny in 

hand. Not only will Yukoners have to pay to get a new sewage 

treatment system, but until then, the government has given up 

any recourse against the company for the exorbitant cost of 

running the facility. As we were told by the minister, it cost 

nearly $1 million a year to operate the same facility. 

Mr. Speaker, at the very least, will the government commit 

to some transparency by making public the complete and total 

cost of this mess? That includes the total cost of the building, 

the operating expenses, and the cost to replace this failed 

sewage facility. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I disagree with the assumptions 

that the member opposite is making. I will say — and have said 

openly and publicly — that the overall cost of the sewage 

treatment facility was $30 million. I have said — and continue 

to say — that the ongoing operation and maintenance cost every 

year is just under $1 million. I think that, this year, it’s around 

$950,000. It’s way, way, way too expensive. I would like to 

thank the City of Dawson for putting in $210,000 each year 

toward that operation.  

We recognize that the plant is not sustainable. We need to 

change it out — absolutely. That’s regardless of the relationship 

with Corix. We know that this plant was not a good choice. It 

was a wrong choice for us as Yukoners, and we’re working to 

change it with the City of Dawson. 

Question re: Climate change strategy 

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, 2019 saw a rise of climate 

change action all over the world, including here in the Yukon. 

Municipalities, First Nations, and youth are forcing 

governments to take action and every sector is affected. 

Whether it was at the Mineral Exploration Roundup earlier this 

year or at any number of recent events, industry leaders have 

been clear — they know that they need to adapt their business 

model to the reality of climate change.  

Just a few weeks ago in Alberta, a major tar sands project 

was cancelled because of the Alberta government’s failure to 

reconcile resource development and climate change. Despite 

clear signs that industry is ready to act, this government’s 

climate change strategy misses the mark and gives a free pass 

to the mining industry by setting intensity-based targets.  

Why does this government insist on giving the mining 

industry a pass when the industry itself is ready to tackle 

climate change? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, Yukoners are calling for 

action to address climate change, and our government is 

absolutely listening. It is important that we take part in the 

global shift to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, to build a 

green economy, and to fuel our lives with clean and reliable 

energy. As we work to address climate change in ways that 

ensure that our energy needs are met and that we have a thriving 

green economy that benefits all Yukoners, one thing is clear: 

We need to work together. What I saw — as we returned from 

the PDAC conference in Toronto — the minister did a fantastic 
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job of representing this jurisdiction as being a jurisdiction that 

has the mineral resources to fuel a green economy. 

Ms. Hanson: Unfortunately, the minister did not address 

the issue of emissions. Yukon’s total emissions could literally 

double under this government’s draft plan and the government 

could still meet its target. This is not what a climate emergency 

calls for. 

Another critical issue for the mining industry is housing. 

The lack of affordable housing in Whitehorse and in the 

communities makes it harder to recruit and retain staff for 

mining companies. This issue was even addressed by the 

Yukon Chamber of Mines executive director last year when he 

said — and I quote: “Housing is the number one issue and it 

needs to be addressed.” 

The fly-in/fly-out model that results is bad for the 

environment, bad for the economy, and bad for all Yukon.  

What is this government’s plan to increase the stock of 

rental accommodations and lot availability in Yukon 

communities so that the industry can stop relying on fly-in/fly-

out models? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: We will address both parts of the 

question. We will start with the output-based pricing systems. 

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act 

enables the development of those regulations to allow for 

rebates for output-based pricing systems — covered facilities 

— provided that the rebates support the reduction of emissions 

and of greenhouse gases. We are and we will be continuing to 

consult with industry to see how a rebate program can be 

designed for them that does support the lowering of the 

industrial carbon emissions. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to energy-intensive, trade-

exposed sectors like mining, we must make sure that we are 

competitive with other jurisdictions and also understand that 

prices in these markets are set internationally. The federal 

OBPS is designed to recognize this disadvantage for miners, 

and they are unable to pass on the cost to their customers as 

well as the business sector can. We will continue to monitor the 

federal government’s implementation of the OBPS, and we will 

continue to work with industry stakeholders here in the Yukon 

to make sure that this government continues to adhere to those 

commitments to having both the economy and the environment 

considered in all of our directions.  

Ms. Hanson: We will continue to model the failed 

federal approach to this emissions control.  

Mr. Speaker, while mining can be done responsibly, 

Yukoners are all too familiar with what happens when things 

go wrong. The Wolverine mine reclamation will cost at least 

$25 million, an amount for which Yukoners are now on the 

hook. We are lucky that the federal government is responsible 

for the remediation cost at Mount Nansen and Faro, but every 

new mine since 2003 is Yukon’s responsibility. While the 

government is trying to recoup some of the Wolverine 

remediation costs through the courts, Yukoners want to make 

sure that they won’t be stuck with paying for the remediation 

of future mines. A report by PricewaterhouseCoopers made 

several recommendations to prevent these issues from 

happening again.  

Has this government implemented any of the 

recommendations from that report — January of last year — 

since the Wolverine mine closure to guarantee that Yukoners 

won’t be on the hook again for pricey remediation costs? 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Mr. Speaker, we continue to work with 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, the receiver of the Wolverine mine 

site, to maintain focus on protecting the environment and 

human health and safety.  

We are targeting a sale on this property as well, which I 

think is important for Yukoners to be aware of, in 2020, 

pending approval of the Supreme Court of Yukon.  

The Government of Yukon has taken action to manage 

water issues at the site, including installing a plant to treat water 

in the tailings storage facility, which is currently within safe 

operating levels. I want to thank the Ross River Dena Council 

for their work as well as Alexco Environmental.  

Costs associated with the receiver’s administration of the 

mine and the upcoming sales process are covered by the 

Government of Yukon. I want to thank the Department of 

Energy, Mines and Resources for their leadership on this by 

bringing in a third party to do a review and analyze the history 

of this file, which is known to many. I want to thank them for 

ensuring that they implement the protocols that were identified 

in that plan so that we don’t see a situation like this occurring 

again and that we protect Yukon taxpayers’ money in situations 

such as this.  

Question re: Alaska Highway corridor upgrades 

Mr. Hassard: On November 13 as well as November 27 

of last year, the Minister of Highways and Public Works was 

asked whether or not the government was in discussions with 

the Salvation Army about their property along the Alaska 

Highway where the Adult Resource Centre is located. 

The minister stated that the government was only looking 

at the Airport Chalet; however, it turns out that the minister was 

wrong, as the YESAB documentation for the project 

specifically states that the government has been in discussion 

with a number of groups — Salvation Army included — about 

this project since February of 2019.  

Why, when asked about this in November, did the minister 

not provide the House with accurate information? Was that 

intentional, or does he just not have a handle on his files?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I appreciate the opportunity to 

address this issue on the floor of the House this afternoon.  

What we’re talking about is the highway improvements 

that this government has undertaken along the Alaska Highway 

through Whitehorse. These are necessary improvements to 

make sure that the highway meets the needs of the territory 

going forward. This is one of the busiest stretches of highway 

in northern Canada. The Yukon government has worked very, 

very hard with the community groups and business owners 

along the highway to make sure that the improvements that 

we’re doing along this stretch of highway actually meet their 

needs.  

Yes, the Yukon government has met with the Airport 

Chalet. That is the only building in the highway right-of-way. 

That’s where the negotiations are going on.  
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As far as the other stakeholders, businesses, and whatnot, 

we have actually had conversations to tell them how the 

highway improvements are doing and how they’re going to be 

executed. That’s really where we stand. 

In the process of having those discussions about how the 

driveways are going to change along the Alaska Highway, the 

Salvation Army came and said that they would like to talk to us 

about acquiring the property there. We haven’t arranged any 

price or finished negotiations there. As a matter of fact, I was 

there at the Salvation Army’s request. 

Mr. Hassard: So, the proposed project does not see any 

overlap with the Salvation Army project in Hillcrest. Could the 

minister explain why they would have been in discussions with 

the Salvation Army with respect to this property going back 

potentially as far as February of last year? Is the government 

looking at putting a quarry or gravel pit in that area? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: No. 

Mr. Hassard: So, I guess we’re not sure if that no was 

whether the minister would explain or whether the government 

is putting a quarry or gravel pit in there. Maybe the minister can 

elaborate a little bit as to what the no was about in the last 

question. 

Mr. Speaker, as we have discussed previously, the Liberal 

government’s plans to put as many as eight lanes in certain 

areas through Hillcrest means that they will have to expropriate 

certain properties along the highway. This includes the Airport 

Chalet, which the government is currently in negotiations with 

about financial compensation. Can the minister tell us how 

much the government is projecting the cost for this 

compensation to be? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Yukoners expect this government to 

do the right thing when it comes to highway improvements, and 

we are actually doing that. We are doing necessary highway 

improvements through Whitehorse to make sure that the 

residents who abut the highway have safe access to the trail 

system and to the facilities downtown. They also ensure that the 

highway traffic can get through that safely. We’re taking 

action; it’s the responsible thing to do. 

As to the Airport Chalet, the member opposite seems to 

suggest that we’re going to conduct negotiations in public on 

the floor of this Legislative Assembly, and I’m not going to do 

that, Mr. Speaker. I’m not prepared to do that. We will inform 

this House when we have completed negotiations with the 

Airport Chalet owners. Those negotiations are underway. Once 

I have something to report, I will certainly come before the 

House. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed. 

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
Second Reading 

Clerk: Second Reading, Bill No. 203, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now read a second time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now 

read a second time. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, 

and thanks to the Deputy Premier for asking me if I need 

glasses. I think I am good. 

I am very pleased to present our government’s fourth 

budget, the main estimates for the year 2020-21 fiscal year. 

This budget represents a vision of a territory in which all 

communities have access to infrastructure and services that 

support healthy living now and into the future. It represents a 

vision of a territory with a vast and rich landscape that is 

managed responsibly for future generations. It signifies our 

government’s enduring commitment to improving the lives of 

Yukoners. While they are technical in nature, budgets are 

ultimately successful when they improve the lives of those 

whom they are intended to serve. 

Creating a comprehensive and measured budget is a 

challenge, but it is a critical task. One must manage a range of 

interests and priorities, provide support where it is needed, and 

ensure that sound investments are made that build on our 

progress while laying the foundation for a stronger, more 

sustainable future. 

It also requires a dedicated team of people. I am deeply 

grateful for all of those who have contributed to the creation of 

this vision for a bright future for all Yukoners.  

This year, we are very proud to be tabling a budget with a 

surplus of $4.1 million. Our total estimated spending is $1.62 

billion, with a capital budget of $369.7 million and $1.25 

billion for operation and maintenance. True to our commitment 

to Yukoners, we have balanced the budget, and we have done 

so a full year ahead of schedule. Returning to a surplus reflects 

our commitment to sound fiscal management and making 

responsible financial decisions for the benefit of all Yukoners.  

For the third consecutive year, the main estimates are being 

tabled along with a five-year capital plan. This reflects our 

government’s commitment to openness and transparency and 

to supporting First Nations, municipalities, and the private 

sector to coordinate and plan to meet the needs of Yukoners in 

all communities.  

We remain focused on procurement strategies and ensuring 

that we take advantage of our limited construction season. This 

year, our government is issuing tenders worth over $130 

million at the right time to maximize our northern building 

season. This is an increase from last year, and it is the result of 

improvements to our whole-of-government approach to capital 

and procurement forecasting.  

We are also releasing a fiscal and economic outlook for the 

Yukon that shows a territory experiencing the benefits of a 

strong, growing, and diversified economy.  

This budget builds on our recent progress that once again 

puts Yukoners first. For the past three years, our government 

has been working hard to put Yukon’s finances on a stable path 
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and to create an environment for Yukon people and also the 

Yukon economy to thrive.  

Though we have accomplished much, there is always more 

work to do. This year’s budget is not about flash; it’s about 

substance. It continues our work to serve all Yukoners and 

build the foundation for an even stronger future for the people 

of this territory.  

Our government is committed to providing programs and 

services tailored for Yukoners so that they can live healthier, 

happier lives. We are proud to be supporting recreational 

activities across the territory so that Yukoners of all ages can 

live active lives in their communities.  

Our government is excited to be partnering with the City 

of Whitehorse to host the 2020 Arctic Winter Games and to 

mark 50 years of this international celebration of northern 

athletes and excellence in sports. We have contributed nearly 

$2 million so far toward hosting the games, and we look 

forward to seeing Yukon athletes test their mettle against the 

best competition from across the north.  

Earlier this year, Dylan Cozens made our territory 

extremely proud when he helped Team Canada win the world 

junior hockey championship. That same month, Brandon 

Cormier won the snowmobile freestyle gold medals at the X 

Games Aspen 2020. Both of these Yukoners have set a shining 

example of how far you can go when you put in hard work and 

follow your dreams. Both continue to be an inspiration to the 

next generation of Yukon athletes.  

This year, we are investing nearly $3.75 million to 

complete the new arena in Carmacks. This energy-efficient 

facility will provide a tremendous opportunity for residents to 

come to together year-round to participate in recreational 

activities, whether it is hockey, skating, curling, concerts, or 

community events. We are also putting more than $2 million 

toward upgrading the arena in Mayo. 

We have included money in this year’s budget for new 

pools in Pelly Crossing and Ross River. 

In Dawson City, we are planning for a new recreation 

centre and supporting a new Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth centre 

that will promote traditional activities and provide programs for 

youth. We have also allocated money to reconstruct the 

Whitehorse skateboard park. This overhaul has been a long 

time coming and it will support the park’s increasing diversity 

of users, including those who ride skateboards, rollerblades, 

bikes, and scooters. The park will remain at its current location 

in Riverdale, next to three schools, providing additional 

recreation facilities for our students. 

This year’s budget includes money to finish the state-of-

the-art track and field facility at F.H. Collins Secondary School, 

as well as for a basketball court at the school. 

We are also proud to be investing in upgrades to the 

Polarettes Gymnastics Club and the Biathlon Yukon facility on 

Grey Mountain. 

Investing in our territory’s recreation infrastructure 

demonstrates our people-centred approach to wellness, which 

is helping Yukoners thrive. 

One of Yukon’s most defining features is its vast 

wilderness. There is much to explore and our government 

continues to make Yukon parks more accessible to all. We have 

allocated money for playground equipment and improvements 

to boat docks and launches across the territory. 

Our work on the Yukon parks strategy will set the long-

term direction for a sustainable territorial park system and 

ensure that all Yukoners and visitors can continue to enjoy 

quality outdoor recreational opportunities. 

As Yukoners know, our territory is growing. More learning 

spaces are needed to support families choosing to raise their 

children in Yukon, and we need to modernize our educational 

facilities to support the success of all Yukon students. We have 

included money this year to advancing planning of the new 

elementary school in Whistle Bend through engagement with 

neighbourhood residents, the Kwanlin Dün First Nation, the 

Ta’an Kwäch’än Council, and the City of Whitehorse. 

We have also allocated funding for continuing engagement 

and planning with the Kluane First Nation for a school that 

meets the needs of their community. 

We will continue to invest as necessary to ensure that the 

Ross River School remains safe while we work with the Ross 

River Dena Council to build a new school for their community. 

We have included funding for a new French first language 

secondary school, which is ahead of schedule and poised to be 

completed this fall. Such diverse planning is long overdue, and 

we believe the strategic investments in our children will 

contribute to healthy, vibrant, and sustainable communities. 

With a strong economy and a low unemployment rate, now 

is the right time to invest in Yukon’s future, including the health 

and social services that Yukoners need to lead healthy, happy 

lives. This year, we will begin implementing actions from the 

independent comprehensive review of Yukon’s health and 

social services systems. This review continues to be a timely 

exercise that has engaged Yukoners in an open, honest 

conversation about how to ensure effective integrated health 

care that responds to the needs into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, this budget contains funding to implement 

1Health, a modern integrated health information system for 

Yukon’s hospitals and health facilities that will update the 

nearly 30-year-old Meditech system. 1Health will enable 

Yukon’s health practitioners to be instantly and securely 

connected throughout the territory, improving the quality care 

and health outcomes for Yukoners. 

As we have every year since coming into office, we are 

also including funding for the Yukon Hospital Corporation so 

that it can continue to provide acute care for Yukon citizens in 

addition to programs such as medical imaging, lab work, 

surgeries, and chemotherapy. More than $3 million is included 

to support Yukon’s new expanding orthopaedic surgery 

program. 

With two resident surgeons, this program has already 

improved accessibility and continuity of care for patients, while 

reducing travel time and costs. Of the 450 surgeries last year, 

150 were cases that previously would have been sent to 

hospitals outside of Yukon. We are looking forward to 

continuing this trend to better serve Yukoners. 

As part of our commitment to ensuring a more 

collaborative and integrated health care system, we continue to 
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support the nurse practitioner program in Mayo. This new 

model of collaborative care has received much support from the 

community and improved access to care for Mayo and area 

residents. This successful initiative will now be built into the 

community nursing program with a view to expand it to other 

communities, such as Carmacks, in the coming years. 

We continue to work with partners to develop regulations 

and a model of care for midwifery in Yukon. This budget 

includes money to support the development of an 

implementation plan so that birthing options are increased for 

Yukon families. Introducing midwifery in Yukon remains a 

priority of our government, and we appreciate the commitment 

of our partners who are collaboratively working together to 

make it a reality within Yukon’s unique health care system.  

In our conversations about aging in place in the Yukon, our 

seniors have been very clear. They want to stay at home for as 

long as possible, rather than leave their home communities. Our 

government will continue supporting seniors to age in place. 

That is why we have budgeted an additional $500,000 this year 

to expand the home care program to continue to provide 

services and supports to Yukon seniors where they want them.  

Since our government took over operations last year, the 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter has provided critical support 

for our most vulnerable and marginalized citizens. We have 

worked with our community partners to introduce changes to 

give more individuals access to a broader variety of the services 

that they need. While this initiative continues to evolve to better 

serve clients, we have already seen a reduction in visits to the 

emergency room and a reduction in the use of the acute 

processing unit of the Whitehorse Correctional Centre as well. 

We will continue to provide these essential services to 

Yukoners in need.  

We have also included money for renovations to the shelter 

to better integrate it into the neighbourhood, promote the safety 

and privacy of clients and staff, and support surrounding local 

businesses and residents. Supporting our most vulnerable and 

marginalized citizens includes ensuring that they have a safe 

and secure place to live and to call home.  

Last year, we completed construction of Yukon’s first-ever 

Housing First residence to provide permanent housing for those 

who are experiencing homelessness. This is an incredibly 

important initiative that marks a major shift in how Yukon 

provides housing and supports to those in acute need. Funding 

in this year’s budget will ensure that this facility operates 

effectively to support Yukoners. We remain committed to the 

Housing First approach to address homelessness and have also 

included money in this budget to plan the introduction of a 

Housing First model for services in Watson Lake.  

Supporting Yukoners when and where they need it means 

helping those who have experienced violence and sexual 

assault. We are providing funding this year to complete the 

implementation of the sexualized assault response team, 

reaffirming our commitment to deliver integrated wrap-around 

services focused on victims’ needs. This includes a 24/7 

sexualized assault support line that will help ensure that anyone 

who experiences sexualized assault and chooses to speak to 

someone or access services receives the supports that they need 

in a constant and coordinated manner.  

This budget includes funding to support the delivery of the 

Yukon strategy on missing and murdered indigenous women 

and girls along with the Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s 

Issues. 

In addition, we are supporting violence prevention 

initiatives in Yukon communities through prevention of 

violence against aboriginal women funding. We will also be 

proposing legislative changes this Sitting to give victims of 

family or domestic violence additional leave to get the help that 

they need.  

This is vital. It is very vital that we ensure that our territory 

is inclusive and free of discrimination. This is why our 

government will introduce legislation this Sitting to ban 

conversion therapy in Yukon.  

We are also developing an LGBTQ2S+ action plan based 

on engagement with Yukon’s LGBTQ2S+ community and 

providing operational funding to Queer Yukon Society. This 

will support capacity development in this sector and ensure 

local feedback and review of the LGBTQ2S+ action plan.  

Mr. Speaker, our government is also making significant 

investments across Yukon’s housing spectrum. We have 

budgeted $9 million this year for the 47-unit mixed-use housing 

project in downtown Whitehorse. This initiative and project 

will increase the availability of affordable housing while 

promoting social inclusion.  

We also continue to support the Challenge Disability 

Resource Group by including funding for their Cornerstone 

project, which will provide affordable and supportive housing 

to Yukoners in need. This budget also includes money to plan 

for the new multi-unit mixed-use housing projects in Old Crow 

and Carcross and will help meet community needs and support 

aging in place.  

We have included $3.6 million for the housing initiatives 

fund, which has supported over 350 new housing units across 

the territory since its introduction in 2018. It will continue to 

support First Nation governments, development corporations, 

developers, contractors, community organizations, and 

individuals to build new affordable housing. The budget for the 

municipal matching rental construction grant is also increasing 

to $2 million this year to expand rental housing in Yukon.  

Yukon’s strong economic growth is generating increased 

demand for land in our territory. We have budgeted $27 million 

this year to develop residential lots in Yukon communities. In 

Whistle Bend, we anticipate releasing more than 200 lots this 

year, including the first commercial lots in that neighbourhood.  

This year’s budget includes money for the Champagne and 

Aishihik First Nations Marshall Creek subdivision — that 

development in Haines Junction. We have also worked with the 

Teslin Tlingit Council and the Village of Teslin to support lot 

development in the Lone Tree area and planning for a mixed-

use subdivision near the airport in Teslin.  

In the past three years, our government has released nearly 

300 lots across the territory, with many more to come this year. 

We will continue to work in partnership with municipalities to 

support rural land development throughout the Yukon. 
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We will also be proposing legislative changes to allow for 

more registration of category A and category B settlement land 

in the Yukon Land Titles Office in a manner that does not 

impact aboriginal rights and title. In 2018, the Kwanlin Dün 

First Nation received the first certificate of title for category A 

settlement land from the Yukon Land Titles Office. Our 

government is committed to supporting more First Nations to 

register settlement land in order to increase opportunities for 

land and economic development across the territory while 

supporting the economic self-determination of Yukon First 

Nations. 

Mr. Speaker, Yukon’s economy is strong. We have had the 

lowest unemployment rate in Canada for the last three years. 

Whether it be through the new pilot in the Yukon nomination 

program, which allows workers to have multiple part-time jobs 

in Yukon communities, working with Yukon College — now 

Yukon University — to raise awareness of Yukon job 

opportunities for international students, or engaging directly 

with foreign governments, like the Republic of the Philippines, 

to support immigration programming, we recognize the 

importance of supporting the private sector. We continue to 

experience record tourism numbers, including increased border 

crossings, overnight visitations, and air arrivals. Rentals, sales, 

and tourism sector revenues continue to climb. 

Tourism contributes 4.4 percent to Yukon’s gross 

domestic product, the second highest of any jurisdiction in 

Canada. Our government recognizes the value of tourism as 

part of a strong, growing, and diversified economy. We are 

proud to be working with our partners to implement the new 

Yukon Tourism Development Strategy to support the 

sustainable growth of the industry for the benefit of all 

Yukoners. 

Mr. Speaker, our mining sector’s prospects look bright. 

Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold mine is forging ahead at a record 

pace after pouring its first gold bar in September 2019, and it 

has now increased both its reserve and annual production 

projections.  

Pembridge Resources’ Minto mine has reopened, milling 

its first copper in October of 2019. We have several more 

projects with significant potential in our vast territory, 

including Alexco’s Keno Hill silver district, BMC Minerals’ 

Kudz Ze Kayah, and Golden Predator’s Brewery Creek 

projects.  

To continue to engage development activities, we have 

budgeted $1.4 million for the Yukon mineral exploration 

program to minimize investment risk and to support the 

exploration industry. Our government is proud to be working 

to create a mineral development strategy for the Yukon in full 

partnership with First Nations and alongside industry. An 

independent panel is currently conducting an engagement 

process to enhance Yukon’s mineral investment climate, while 

respecting the rights and traditions of Yukon First Nations and 

upholding environmental standards. Additional important 

initiatives like Invest Canada North at the Prospectors & 

Developers Association of Canada in Toronto are also 

leveraging partnerships to raise our mineral industry’s profile 

on a global stage. 

In January 2020, our government signed an agreement with 

the Liard First Nation for upgrades to the existing Nahanni 

Range Road as part of the Yukon Resource Gateway project. 

This agreement will provide the Liard First Nation with 

important capacity training, employment and business 

opportunities for years to come, as well as supporting mineral 

activities in this area. This follows an agreement already in 

place with the Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation for the 

Carmacks bypass project. 

The Yukon Resource Gateway project will see hundreds of 

millions of dollars invested in infrastructure that will support 

mineral development in the Yukon. Mr. Speaker, the minister 

also reported from PDAC this week an exciting deal also with 

the Ross River Dena Council for the Yukon Resource Gateway 

project.  

Over the past few years, the Yukon has increasingly been 

recognized for supporting innovation and entrepreneurship. 

This budget will see $500,000 invested with Panache Ventures, 

a national technology venture capital fund. Working in 

partnership with Yukon First Nation investment corporations, 

this investment will go toward developing an entrepreneurial 

and investor capacity-building program for the territory, 

investment in our knowledge sector, and help to identify our 

economy and build the foundation for a stronger economic 

future.  

$23 million is included in this year’s budget to begin 

construction of the Dempster fibre project. This significant and 

long-awaited project will help create a more modern and 

accessible Yukon, while improving Internet redundancy and 

supporting resilient communities throughout the territory and 

across the north. 

Our government is working hard to ensure that Yukon’s 

private sector can flourish. This year, we will be fulfilling two 

significant commitments that we made to Yukon businesses: 

cutting the small business tax from two percent to zero; and 

modernizing the business investment tax credit. 

Cutting the small business tax will save Yukon businesses 

$2 million per year, and expanding the business investment tax 

credit will enable more investments to support businesses — 

Yukon businesses like Air North. Encouraging a stronger 

private sector with new opportunities remains a priority of our 

government, and we are very proud to be delivering on these 

commitments. 

Our government is also working hard to make life 

affordable for Yukoners. We will be proposing amendments to 

the Yukon basic personal amount under the Income Tax Act to 

align with recent changes made by the Government of Canada. 

Phasing in over four years, these changes will result in 

Yukoners saving around $2.4 million in taxes per year, up to 

$9.6 million in total by 2033. These changes, geared toward 

low- and middle-income earners, will mean more money in the 

pockets of those who need it the most. 

Yukon’s minimum wage will be increased on April 1, 

2020, from $12.71 per hour to $13.71 per hour. This increase 

will support Yukoners who need it most, while ensuring that 

Yukon businesses remain competitive in a tight labour market. 

Overall, Yukon workers’ average weekly earnings have 
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increased over the last few years, reaching a record high for 

Yukon in the fall of 2019, and are now the fourth-highest in 

Canada. 

From decreasing taxes on small business to putting more 

money in the pockets of Yukoners who need it the most, our 

government is working hard to make life more affordable in 

Yukon and to help Yukon businesses flourish. We remain 

committed to supporting a diverse, growing economy that 

provides good jobs for Yukoners in an environmentally 

responsible way. 

Mr. Speaker, our government continues to reduce red tape 

and streamline operations to make it easier for Yukoners and 

businesses to access government services. We are modernizing 

our systems, including the Yukon corporate online registry, the 

new YuDriv licensing system, and the digitalization of our land 

titles system. 

We have allocated money this year for the new 

e-procurement system that will enable businesses to submit 

bids online, reducing red tape and costs for businesses. This 

modern system will improve our ability to analyze spending 

across government and focus our efforts on where it maximizes 

economic benefits for Yukoners.  

We will continue to find innovative ways to make lives 

better for Yukoners and Yukon businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, our government has built strong government-

to-government relationships that foster reconciliation for the 

benefit of all Yukoners. We recently completed the Nares 

bridge in Carcross — a project that set a template for how 

governments can collaborate with First Nation governments on 

infrastructure development. 

The amount of $2.5 million is allocated in this year’s 

budget for the Nisutlin Bay bridge project in Teslin, which will 

follow the same template of collaboration. 

We are prioritizing community-driven projects because we 

can see the positive impact that they have on Yukoners. This 

budget continues funding for a community centre in Old Crow 

and the Kwanlin Dün First Nation community hub in McIntyre 

as well. 

We have budgeted money for energy retrofits to the 

Watson Lake administrative building and also for a new public 

works and fire hall building in the town. This building will 

consolidate city services and help meet the needs of Watson 

Lake for many years to come. We will also be retrofitting the 

Old Territorial Administrative Building in Dawson to support 

the Dawson City Museum and help preserve this important 

heritage asset. 

Each Yukon community is unique, and each community 

knows best what they need. Our government will continue to 

work collaboratively with communities all across the territory 

to identify local solutions and advance community-driven 

priorities that benefit Yukoners. 

Our government is committed to infrastructure projects 

that contribute to healthy, vibrant, sustainable communities 

across the territory. While some of them are not glamorous, 

they have lasting positive impacts on our communities. This 

year, we have budgeted money for upgrades to the lagoon in 

Old Crow and to finalize the new lagoon in Ross River. There 

is also funding to upgrade water and waste-water infrastructure 

in Dawson City, improvements to Faro’s water, sewer, and road 

networks, and the Pelly Crossing water distribution project. We 

have, as well, included money for the public works facility in 

Mayo and for Teslin’s public works facility. 

We are also making significant improvements to the north 

Klondike Highway to improve safety and increase capacity on 

one of the territory’s busiest highways. This initiative will see 

$157 million spent over the next 10 years, including more than 

$13 million in this year’s budget — the largest single capital 

project in Yukon history. 

Living in the north, we know that climate change is much 

more than a theory. It is the cracks in our highways and the 

shifts in the foundations of our buildings. It has real impacts in 

the communities that we call home. Our government recognizes 

the urgency of this climate change crisis. This is why we are 

supporting the creation of climate-resilient communities 

through funding for energy retrofits and infrastructure that can 

withstand changing permafrost and extreme weather events.  

Following extensive public engagement, we are finalizing 

a climate change, energy, and green economy strategy for 

Yukon. This strategy is ambitious, and it is absolutely 

necessary. We have budgeted $1 million to begin 

implementation of this 10-year strategy, in addition to $29.6 

million for climate change, energy, and green economy 

projects. Our government will spend more than $120 million 

over four years, starting in 2019, for energy-efficiency retrofits 

for residential, commercial, and institutional buildings 

throughout the Yukon. This works out to an average of $30 

million annually and means that our government has achieved 

a vital goal that we set forth for ourselves in 2016.  

Our retrofit programs are delivering measurable benefits 

by relieving pressure on our energy generation needs, reducing 

our collective greenhouse gas emissions, and creating green 

jobs that stimulate Yukon’s economy.  

Still, we need to do more. This budget includes funding for 

several specific projects that will help communities move 

toward this goal, including green energy retrofits for the Teslin 

municipal centre and energy upgrades for the city hall in 

Whitehorse. We are also helping communities to support active 

transportation, including more than $2 million to improve the 

public transit service in Whitehorse as well as expanding the 

city’s compost facility.  

Our government is changing the way that we fund wildland 

fire management to make sure that we can access the funds and 

resources needed to fight longer and more intense fire seasons, 

as we saw in 2019. We are investing more toward prevention. 

This year, $5 million in new funding is allocated for wildfire 

suppression in addition to funding for fuel management, fire 

mitigation projects, and to extend the season for First Nation 

crew members. We have also started developing wildland fire 

protection plans with Yukon communities. By being proactive, 

we can mitigate forest fire risk while creating jobs in 

communities in areas such as timber harvesting and supporting 

Yukon’s growing biomass industry. 

The community of Teslin presents a great example of this. 

They are now heating 13 major buildings in the community 
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through a district heating system with 10 biomass boilers 

fuelled by locally harvested waste wood. This has also created 

employment opportunities for 18 people in the community. 

What a great example of community-driven solutions with 

positive impacts that reach beyond their community.  

Our government is also prioritizing biomass as a heating 

option for government buildings. This year’s budget includes 

$3.7 million to expand the Whitehorse Correctional Centre’s 

existing biomass heating system. This will be the largest 

biomass project yet in Whitehorse, with another major step 

toward supporting Yukon’s biomass industry.  

As we work to address climate change in a way that 

ensures our energy needs are met and we have a thriving green 

economy that benefits all Yukoners, one thing is clear: We need 

to work together. A historic moment for Yukon took place this 

summer on the banks of the Stewart River. The Peel watershed 

regional land use plan was finalized after 15 years. Leaders 

from four First Nations came together with the Yukon 

government to celebrate this incredible accomplishment — a 

huge step toward reconciliation for Canada. We are proud to 

include money in this year’s budget to implement this historic 

plan together with our partners.  

Mr. Speaker, our government is focusing in on what 

matters: supporting Yukoners of all walks of life in all 

communities. This budget reflects our government’s priorities 

— Yukoners’ priorities. We are taking a people-centred 

approach to wellness to help Yukoners thrive. We are making 

strategic investments that contribute to healthy, vibrant, and 

sustainable communities. We are strengthening government-to-

government relationships with First Nations to foster 

reconciliation.  

We are supporting a diverse, growing economy that 

provides good jobs for Yukoners in an environmentally 

responsible way. We are delivering on these commitments by 

listening to Yukoners, identifying local solutions, supporting 

community-driven projects, and working in collaboration with 

our partners. We continue to lay the foundations for a stronger 

future for Yukon and remain committed to doing so in a fiscally 

responsible way.  

We committed to supporting Yukon businesses, and we are 

delivering on that commitment by cutting the small business tax 

rate and increasing the business investment tax credit. 

We committed to providing $30 million toward retrofits to 

help Yukoners and Yukon businesses make their homes and 

facilities more energy efficient, and we are delivering on that 

commitment. We committed to taking action to address 

Yukon’s climate change emergency, and we are doing that by 

investing in an ambitious climate change, energy, and green 

economy strategy, developed in partnership with 

municipalities, First Nations, and most importantly, Yukoners. 

We committed to returning to a balanced budget in 2021, 

and we are surpassing that target by tabling a surplus budget 

today. We committed to improving the lives of all Yukoners, 

and we continue to deliver on that commitment with this 

budget. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mahsi’ cho. Günilschish. Merci. 

Motion to adjourn debate 

Mr. Hassard: I move that debate be now adjourned. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Official 

Opposition that debate be now adjourned. 

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Bill 

No. 203 agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the House do now 

adjourn. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. on Monday. 

 

The House adjourned at 2:49 p.m. 

 

 

 

The following sessional papers were tabled March 5, 
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34-3-30 

Report from the Clerk of the Yukon Legislative Assembly 

on the Absence of Members from Sittings of the Legislative 

Assembly and its Committees (March 5, 2020) (Speaker Clarke) 

34-3-31 

Sixteenth Report of the Standing Committee on 

Appointments to Major Government Boards and Committees 

(March 5, 2020) (Adel) 

 

The following legislative returns were tabled March 5, 

2020: 

34-3-15 

Response to Written Question No. 3 re: licensed physicians 

and nurses practising in Yukon (Frost) 

34-3-16 

Response to Written Question No. 4 re: website and visual 

identity costs for the Department of Health and Social Services 

(Frost) 
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon  

Monday, March 9, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers.  

 

Prayers 

Withdrawal of motions 

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House that 

Motion No. 170, notice of which was given by the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre on March 5, 2020, was not placed on the 

Notice Paper, as it references a document that forms part of the 

in-camera documents that belong to a committee.  

Speaker’s statement 

Speaker: I will remind members that Standing Order 

50(1) states: “All documents which come into the possession of 

a Committee or which come into existence in the course of the 

conduct of the business and affairs of the Committee belong to 

the Committee before it reports to the Assembly and belong to 

the Assembly after the Committee reports to the Assembly, 

subject to any direction of the Speaker acting on an order of the 

Assembly.” 

Further, as I noted last fall in my ruling on 

October 28, 2019, the Annotated Standing Orders offer the 

following clarification of Standing Order 50(1): “A member 

appointed to a committee should note that all documents 

relating to the work of that committee belong to the committee. 

This limits the ways in which the member can share these 

documents and what can be done with the documents once the 

committee has concluded its business, or the member is no 

longer a member of the committee.”  

I would also draw members’ attention to Standing Order 

7(6), which states: “Unless otherwise directed by the Assembly, 

it is not a breach of privilege for a member of a Committee to 

discuss with the members of the Assembly, on a confidential 

basis, matters that are under consideration by the Committee.” 

It is important to note that, while Standing Order 7(6) 

provides for members of a committee to discuss with other 

MLAs, in confidence, matters that are under consideration by 

committees, it does not provide for confidential committee 

matters to be shared with Cabinet staff or caucus staff, 

departmental officials, the media, members of the public, or 

others. 

The unauthorized disclosure of in-camera committee 

proceedings contravenes the Standing Orders and may be found 

to constitute a contempt of the Legislative Assembly or a 

breach of parliamentary privilege. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Speaker: Member for Whitehorse Centre.  

Ms. Hanson: I’m not sure if this is a point of order or a 

point — I am in no way disputing the ruling of the Speaker. I 

just simply wish to clarify that the motion that I tabled last 

Thursday in no way breaches the confidentiality of Public 

Accounts. It refers to a letter that was sent to the Chair, along 

with 20 other people in this territory. Many other people across 

the territory have seen this letter. My motion doesn’t take any 

reference to the confidential discussions or decisions made by 

the Public Accounts Committee. 

Speaker’s statement 

Speaker: Thank you. I will review your assertion with 

the Clerks-at-the-Table and return to you, or to the House, as 

may be required. 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I would ask my colleagues to help 

welcome some special guests who are here today for the tribute 

on International Women’s Day. I would first like to recognize 

the president of the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s Circle, 

Adeline Webber — thank you so much for coming — Yukon 

Human Rights Commission staff members Madeleine 

Desroches and Lisa Stewart — thank you for being here. We 

have staff from the Skookum Jim Friendship Centre: Norma 

Germaine, Sarah Langlois, and Charlotte Kane — thank you so 

much for being here. I’m not sure if we have members from 

Queer Yukon. They were to also be here. I apologize if you’re 

here and I’m not recognizing you — thank you for being here. 

I want to recognize our wonderful Cabinet staff who are 

here today with us: Emily Farrell, Edwine Veniat, Michele 

Shaw, and Sylvia Anderson — thank you — and I just want to 

recognize all of the Cabinet staff, the incredible women who 

work in our office and who are listening right now. Thank you 

so much for all your hard work, and I thank everyone for being 

here today. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will be giving a tribute today on 

the Buckwheat Classic, and there are lots of friends and 

organizers from the Buckwheat here today. If we could please 

welcome Jim Hawkings, Beth Hawkings, Tracey and Jason 

Bilsky, and Trevor, Lareina, Audrey, and Ryder Twardochleb. 

From the Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club, we have Dermot 

Flynn and Jonathan Kerr. We have Sue Meikle, Karen 

Thompson, Lindy-Jo Aston, Tom Fairman, Sara and 

Lene Nielsen, Alain Masson, Tanya Astika, Coralie and Tom 

Ullyett, Megan Cromarty, and I know that Mr. Jeff Brady from 

Skagway was too sick to make it, but he’s listening in, so a little 

shout-out there. 

We also have Mr. Dominic Bradford and his Yukon 

Montessori School class. Here I go; I hope I get this right: We 

have Gwen, Minty, Josephine, Nyah, Asher, Fin, who is 
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wearing some of Team Yukon’s gear, which is great — Baden, 

Coco, Mischa, Elliot, Ayla — I hope I get this right — Tyne — 

I hope I pronounced that correctly, thank you — and we also 

have Luka with a “k”, Luca with a “c”, and Lucas, also with a 

“c” — if we could welcome them please. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any further introductions of visitors? 

TRIBUTES 

In recognition of International Women’s Day 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I’m proud to rise today on behalf of 

our Liberal government in recognition of March 8, 

International Women’s Day. Today is a day to recognize the 

many achievements of women and girls and to raise awareness 

of the work left to be done. This year’s national theme is 

“#BecauseOfYou”. There is a beautiful social media campaign 

that’s running right now and a website honouring the change-

makers from across our country who have led the work on 

gender equality, which I encourage my colleagues to explore. 

This interactive map of Canada includes two notable 

Yukon women — Ione Christensen and Martha Black — who, 

between the two of them, have accomplished a number of firsts 

in our territory and our country. We all know that there are 

many more Yukoners whose stories could be told. There are, in 

fact, 25 really good examples of those on display right in our 

foyer. 

I’m sure that we all have someone in mind who has been a 

change-maker in our life, someone who has fought long and 

hard for gender equality. I think about the elders and mentors 

in my life, the many women I work alongside today, but also 

the matriarchs who surrounded me when I was growing up. One 

of them is really Adeline Webber. She has been a change-maker 

for me. 

Because of these women and many others, the needle on 

gender equality is still moving. It was because of grassroots 

movements and advocacy that a national inquiry on missing 

and murdered indigenous women and girls began in 2016 and 

finished in 2019. Now all levels of government and all 

Canadians have the opportunity to respond to the calls for 

justice outlined for us. Thank you to the Yukon Aboriginal 

Women’s Council, the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s 

Circle, and the Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society for working 

in partnership with us in building a Yukon-wide strategy on 

missing and murdered indigenous women and girls aimed at 

changing the story. 

In addition to growing awareness on the barriers facing 

indigenous women, our country is still learning more about the 

truth of women in the LGBTQ2S+ community. Transgender 

and non-binary Canadians have faced discrimination and 

barriers for decades. 

But this is changing, Mr. Speaker, and we are very proud 

of that. We are looking forward to working with Queer Yukon 

and all LGBTQ2S+ organizations in our territory to learn from 

their expertise so that we can make some real changes toward 

greater inclusion in our government and in our territory. We are 

proud to work closely with and support the many women’s 

organizations in Yukon. We know that organizations like the 

Yukon Women’s Transition Home Society, Victoria Faulkner 

Women’s Centre, Dawson Women’s Shelter, and Help and 

Hope for Families in Watson Lake provide not only basic 

needs, but also offer advocacy, navigation, and community-

building opportunities for all women and children. 

Organizations like Women in Trades and Technology, 

Girls Rock Camp, and the Women’s Entrepreneurship 

Knowledge Hub encourage young women to see themselves in 

those spaces. Les EssentiElles, Yukon Status of Women’s 

Council, and many more organizations are working every day 

to break down the barriers that still exist for women and gender-

diverse Yukoners. 

I encourage all of us to think of those people in our lives 

who showed us the importance of gender equality and to take 

some time to tell them, if you can, that it is because of you that 

changes are happening. 

 

Ms. McLeod: I’m pleased to rise today on behalf of the 

Yukon Party Official Opposition to pay tribute to women 

across the Yukon and around the globe on International 

Women’s Day, celebrated annually on March 8. 

On this day, we celebrate the achievements of women and 

the incredible impacts that those achievements have made on 

our societies worldwide. Today, those accomplishments are 

celebrated, and awareness of the gender-based injustices that 

women have faced for centuries is being raised within our 

communities. 

Historically, the accomplishments of women were not 

always recognized. Indeed, women themselves were not always 

recognized. The Yukon is home to a number of a trail-blazing 

women and men whose voices have amplified change and 

equality over the years. We have teachers and lawyers, medical 

professionals and engineers who are breaking barriers day after 

day. We have front-line workers who work and advocate on 

behalf of women and children and tradespeople doing all they 

can to ensure a safe, welcoming, and successful environment 

for all, regardless of gender. 

Steps are being taken to address gender-based injustices 

daily. It’s our job as Yukoners, here in the Legislature and 

across the Yukon, to recognize that there is more work to be 

done. Women continue to face sexism, gender-based violence, 

and discrimination every day. We must continue to work on 

breaking down the barriers that are preventing us, as a society, 

from achieving full gender equality. We must listen to the 

stories of women, of those who are most at risk of experiencing 

violence and discrimination, and from there, we can promote 

change where it’s most needed. 

International Women’s Day was created following a 

campaign for change led by a group of women in 1908 who 

marched through the streets of New York City to demand better 

pay, shorter working hours, and voting rights. We have come a 

long way since 1908, and while many of these issues have been 

resolved, the day holds its importance, and gender-based 

injustices are still faced around the world, but we can celebrate 

the incredible distance that we have come. We can celebrate the 
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accomplishments of women across the country and across our 

nation’s history. 

The biggest action that we can take is to give our children 

a strong start in life. We can teach them that achieving equality 

is possible and that each of us holds the tools we need to 

succeed.  

 

Ms. White: Today, I rise on behalf of the Yukon NDP to 

acknowledge all of those women who are sometimes forgotten 

on International Women’s Day. Yesterday, today, and 

tomorrow, we celebrate resiliency and strength in all her forms. 

Yasmin Coley captured this beautifully in a post I saw 

yesterday. “Happy International Women’s Day to the 

incarcerated women, the illiterate women, the women who said 

a silent prayer for their safety before going to sleep in an unsafe 

public space, for the street level sex workers, for the one’s who 

have a disability, to the one’s who have never picked up a 

feminist text, to the transwoman who is holding her pee because 

she is afraid to use a public restroom, to the woman with a drug 

dependency who is trying to be a good mom, to the women who 

had ‘too many’ abortions, to the women who can’t seem to 

leave their abusive partners but made it through another day, to 

the women who stayed in the shower for two more minutes to 

buy herself some extra peace, to the woman who is depressed 

and couldn’t make it out of bed, to the women in the factories 

making our clothes, to the women who are raped because of 

war, to the woman who is being trafficked right this moment, 

and to all the other women who are so marginalized we forget 

to celebrate them, but matter nonetheless.” 

Mr. Speaker, women are powerful, intelligent, able, and 

resilient, even if our power is reflected in different ways, 

because surviving and existing is a power all its own. 

Today, we celebrate and acknowledge all of those women 

who came before us, those who surround us now, and those yet 

to come. 

So, Mr. Speaker, Happy International Women’s Day. 

In remembrance of Robert “Buckwheat” Donahue 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I rise today on behalf of all 

members of the Legislature to pay tribute to Robert Carlin 

Donahue, better known by many Yukoners — and, I would 

hazard, all Skagwegians — as “Buckwheat”. Buckwheat 

passed away this past fall in his home town of Oklahoma City, 

far from his real home of Skagway where he spent most of his 

life. 

Whenever Buckwheat recalled how he adopted Skagway 

to be his home, he howled when he told the story, literally. 

Buckwheat did it all: bartending at the Red Onion, co-owner of 

Packer Expeditions and the Mountain Shop, gold-panning 

champion, performer at the Arctic Brotherhood Hall, and CBC 

community reporter. He loved hiking, paddling, and meeting 

people from everywhere and sharing the colourful history of the 

region.  

Buckwheat embraced Skagway, and the town embraced 

him. He had a passionate love for the poems of Robert Service, 

and one summer he gave a recital to Martha Stewart as they 

drove down the Alaska Highway in a motorhome while filming 

a travel program on the Yukon and the Klondike. 

His enthusiasm and commitment to Skagway earned him 

the job of tourism director for Skagway — a job he loved for 

16 years until he retired. He demonstrated this love of his 

community in a very real way. In 2005, Buckwheat took a year 

off from his job to walk from Miami, Florida to raise money for 

Skagway’s local health clinic. In September of 2006, he walked 

into Skagway, ending a trip of 7,400 kilometres — sorry, 

Mr. Speaker, 4,600 miles — that included a paddle down the 

Yukon River to the Bering Sea. That jaunt raised $75,000 for 

the clinic. He was a people person and a lover of sport. His jam 

was bringing the two together, especially Yukoners and 

Alaskans. He and lifelong friend Jeff Brady first started the 

Dyea-to-Dawson centennial race to the Klondike that 

eventually became the Yukon River Quest.  

He was on Sport Yukon’s organizing committee for the 

Klondike Road Relay for 20 years, and many Yukoners will 

remember him standing beside the train station whistle starting 

the race with a howl.  

His biggest contribution though, for which he earned the 

heartfelt admiration of Yukon and Alaskan cross-country 

skiers, was his creation of the Buckwheat Classic ski loppet in 

1987. It started 33 years ago with just 13 skiers and horrendous 

weather. Just this past weekend, this much-anticipated event 

drew several hundred cross-country skiers — from former 

Olympians to upcoming hopefuls to skiers dressed as a dog or 

a hot dog or a pink unicorn or Chewbacca. Buckwheat loved 

this race.  

This past weekend also marked a really tough moment for 

the entire circumpolar sports community as the heartbreaking 

decision was taken to cancel the upcoming Arctic Winter 

Games due to the risk of COVID-19. I thought about 

Buckwheat and his larger-than-life involvement with sports. I 

pictured him as he volunteered for past Arctic Winter Games 

with his big chest covered in a collection of pins. I thought 

about his enthusiasm and spirit and felt he would be cheering 

on the athletes, volunteers, and supporters all the same, howling 

and helping us to believe in the games, to rally our athletes, and 

to praise our volunteers and supporters.  

Robert Carlin “Buckwheat” Donahue, you are missed. You 

have left us with a rich legacy of sport and sportsmanship and 

camaraderie from over the Chilkoot all the way down the 

Yukon River. For that, we thank you.  

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any returns or documents for 

tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill No. 11: Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015 
— Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that Bill No. 11, entitled Act 

to Amend the Land Titles Act, 2015, be now introduced and read 

a first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice 

that Bill No. 11, entitled Act to Amend the Land Titles Act, 

2015, be now introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 11 

agreed to 

Bill No. 12: Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020) — 
Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that Bill No. 12, entitled Act 

to Amend the Wills Act (2020), be now introduced and read a 

first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice 

that Bill No. 12, entitled Act to Amend the Wills Act (2020), be 

now introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 12 

agreed to 

 

Speaker: Are there any further bills for introduction? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to brief 

opposition parties in a timely manner on the financial impacts 

of the Arctic Winter Games cancellation and further financial 

impacts of the COVID-19 virus.  

 

I also give notice of the following motion:  

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

include opposition parties in all briefings with the Yukon chief 

medical officer of health with regard to the COVID-19 virus. 

 

Mr. Kent: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Minister of Education to 

prioritize a meeting with the graduation committees from 

Vanier Catholic Secondary School, F.H. Collins Secondary 

School, and Porter Creek Secondary School to:  

(1) address their concerns around the loss of revenue from 

the annual fundraising raffle that can no longer proceed, which 

supported substance-free graduation activities; and  

(2) ensure that the current fee per student is covered so that 

no graduating student or their family has to pay for the cap-and-

gown ceremony at their respective high school.  

 

Mr. Istchenko: I rise in this House today to give notice 

of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to not 

cut budgets to any of its highway camps. 

 

I also give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to use 

its 2020-21 budget to build a school in Burwash Landing. 

 

Mr. Hutton: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House supports increased efforts and 

collaboration with Yukon First Nations and municipalities to 

reduce the threat of wildfires in Yukon through the 

development of community wildfire protection plans.  

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

MOTION OF URGENT AND PRESSING NECESSITY 
NO. 1  

(Standing Order 28) 

Establishing a Select Committee on the Economic 
Effects of COVID-19 

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, I request unanimous 

consent of this House to move a motion of urgent and pressing 

necessity, pursuant to Standing Order No. 28 of the Standing 

Orders of the Yukon Legislative Assembly: 

THAT a Select Committee on the Economic Effects of 

COVID-19 be established to examine and address adverse 

economic effects in Yukon from COVID-19;  

THAT the Committee be comprised of one member of the 

government caucus, one member of the Official Opposition, 

and one member of the Third Party, to be determined by the 

leader of each party;  

THAT the member identified by the government caucus 

serve as convenor; 

THAT the Chair of the Committee have a deliberative 

vote;  

THAT the recommendations of the Committee contained 

in its reports to the Legislative Assembly require unanimous 

agreement by members of the Committee;  

THAT the Committee receive the views and opinions of 

Yukon citizens, businesses, and interested groups on options 

for mitigating adverse effects on Yukon’s economy from 

COVID-19;  

THAT the Committee provide an interim report to the 

Legislative Assembly by the 15th sitting day of the 2020 Spring 

Sitting and a final report by the final sitting day of the 2020 

Spring Sitting that includes the recommendations regarding 

what form of mitigation should be considered; and  

THAT, during its review, the Committee be empowered to:  

(1) invite officials from the Government of Yukon to 

appear as witnesses on technical matters;  

(2) invite representatives from chambers of commerce, 

business associations, and tourism associations, and local event 

and convention hosts to appear as witnesses on technical 

matters; and  

(3) engage a technical expert who is not a Member of the 

Legislative Assembly or an employee of the Government of 

Yukon to act as an advisor and that the Clerk of the Legislative 
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Assembly be responsible for providing the necessary support 

services to the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, the motion is in follow-up to a letter that I 

wrote to the Premier yesterday in response to the global spread 

of the novel coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the impacts that 

this virus has had and will continue to have on our territory. We 

already know that COVID-19 is having an impact on the lives 

of Yukoners and it is expected that there will be more 

significant economic impacts to come.  

We have seen the federal government indicate that the 

economic impacts of COVID-19 will be at least a $550-million 

downturn in tourism from the Chinese market alone. We also 

saw this morning the chief public health officer of Canada 

recommend against cruise ship traffic and the British Columbia 

government say that it will be postponing the cruise season. 

Tourism is a major driver of our economy, but the impacts of 

COVID-19 risks go far beyond that.  

We just saw a major decline in the world stock markets this 

morning, and Yukon needs to look at how we respond. This 

goes far beyond partisanship or political affiliation. I believe 

that all of us need to be working together to find solutions now. 

That is why I brought this forward. Let’s get all the political 

parties working together and provide a unified voice. As such, 

I welcome input into the wording of the motion from the 

government caucus as well as members of the Third Party to 

ensure that everyone is given the opportunity to have a say.  

I believe that this motion outlines clearly what I see as a 

constructive and collaborative path forward for determining 

what we need to do to protect our economy from any fallout 

associated with COVID-19.  

Mr. Speaker, I am asking for unanimous consent to 

urgently debate this because we need to start looking for 

solutions immediately. 

Speaker: The Leader of the Official Opposition has 

asked for unanimous consent to move a motion of urgent and 

pressing necessity. Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

It has been moved by the Leader of the Official 

Opposition:  

THAT a Select Committee on the Economic Effects of 

COVID-19 be established to examine and address adverse 

economic effects in Yukon from COVID-19;  

THAT the Committee be comprised of one member of the 

government caucus, one member of the Official Opposition, 

and one member of the Third Party, to be determined by the 

leader of each party;  

THAT the member identified by the government caucus 

serve as convenor; 

THAT the Chair of the Committee have a deliberative 

vote;  

THAT the recommendations of the Committee contained 

in its reports to the Legislative Assembly require unanimous 

agreement by members of the Committee;  

THAT the Committee receive the views and opinions of 

Yukon citizens, businesses, and interested groups on options 

for mitigating adverse effects on Yukon’s economy from 

COVID-19;  

THAT the Committee provide an interim report to the 

Legislative Assembly by the 15th sitting day of the 2020 Spring 

Sitting and a final report by the final sitting day of the 2020 

Spring Sitting that includes the recommendations regarding 

what form of mitigation should be considered; and  

THAT, during its review, the Committee be empowered to:  

(1) invite officials from the Government of Yukon to 

appear as witnesses on technical matters;  

(2) invite representatives from chambers of commerce, 

business associations, and tourism associations, and local event 

and convention hosts to appear as witnesses on technical 

matters; and  

(3) engage a technical expert who is not a Member of the 

Legislative Assembly or an employee of the Government of 

Yukon to act as an advisor and that the Clerk of the Legislative 

Assembly be responsible for providing the necessary support 

services to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Hassard: Thank you to all Members of the 

Legislative Assembly for granting me unanimous consent on 

this important motion. Just to begin, I obviously want to express 

my disappointment that the 2020 Arctic Winter Games had to 

be cancelled, while understanding that this was done based on 

the best medical advice. My heart certainly goes out to all of 

the athletes who had been looking forward to this event. 

However, I believe that we now need to look forward and 

prepare for other issues that may arise as a result of the spread 

of COVID-19. I believe that it is in the best interests of 

Yukoners that all parties in the Legislature work together to 

identify these issues and possible solutions. As I mentioned to 

the Premier in my letter, a time like this provides us with a 

unique opportunity to rise above partisanship and work together 

to provide the public with a unified voice on both health and 

economic fronts.  

I want to recognize and thank the chief medical officer of 

health for her ongoing work in coordinating preparedness for 

COVID-19 on the health front, but we can’t rely solely on the 

work of her office to mitigate the potential impacts of this virus. 

The area that we believe needs some significant attention is on 

the economic front. We have been shown that external events 

outside of our control can have a significant impact on our 

economy.  

This is not just in reference to the decision to cancel the 

Arctic Winter Games, but also to the significant impact that 

COVID-19 has had and continues to have across the country. 

For starters, we know that business activity in some regions — 

particularly those hit hardest by the virus — has fallen sharply 

and global supply chains have been disrupted. This has lowered 

commodity prices and has already dragged down the Canadian 

dollar. Anyone paying attention to the global markets can tell 

you how ugly this morning was as they watched stocks, bonds, 

and oil prices plummet to unprecedented lows. Global investors 

are preparing for a recession or, at the very least, a substantial 

slowdown in spending, particularly in consumer goods, travel, 

and tourism.  
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As the Washington Post put it this morning — and I quote: 

“The coronavirus is a serious health crisis that’s morphing into 

an economic crisis as people stay home, cancel trips and stop 

spending on about everything except hand sanitizer and toilet 

paper.” 

On the one hand, we are already seeing initial action from 

financial authorities. Last week, the Bank of Canada lowered 

its overnight rate by 50 basis points to 1.25 percent, citing the 

impacts of the virus and their desire to help to mitigate these 

impacts. The G7 finance ministers have met and discussed the 

development of a unified response. The federal Finance 

minister has announced that the upcoming federal budget will 

have measures to protect the economy from any fallout as a 

result of COVID-19.  

On the flip side, however, the Government of Yukon tabled 

its 2020-21 budget last week. It made no mention of 

COVID-19, nor does it have any spending earmarked to address 

the growing crisis. This, of course, is why we brought forward 

this motion today. We believe that there is a way that we can 

all work together to find solutions for a potential economic 

downturn.  

As I mentioned, one sector that the effects will be most 

visible in is tourism. The federal government has already 

forecasted a drop of at least $550 million in tourism revenues 

from the Chinese market alone by June. This morning, 

Canada’s chief public health officer recommended that all 

Canadians completely avoid cruise ship travel due to significant 

risks on board associated with the transmission of the virus.  

We also saw the Government of British Columbia say that 

they are postponing the cruise ship season. Knowing our ties 

with Holland America, this will almost certainly have an impact 

on the territory. The tourism industry is a heavy contributor to 

our economy and it is very likely that many more operators will 

take a hit this summer, but this year’s budget forecast for 

tourism does not provide any analysis or consideration of the 

impacts the virus may have on our tourism sector. Again, I 

think that this is something that we can tackle in the select 

committee that I mentioned in the motion. I believe that 

Yukoners expect us to come together with a unified approach 

to examine what the potential economic impacts on our 

territory will be. Further, we can come up with 

recommendations on actions the government can take to 

mitigate these economic impacts as soon as possible.  

As I mentioned previously, the wording in the motion is 

based on the select committee on the Smoke-free Places Act, 

which was widely regarded as a successful move for the MLAs 

at the time to address a pressing issue in a non-partisan way. I 

want to ensure that everyone had enough advance notice on 

this, so we were working on the weekend to get this to all 

parties late yesterday afternoon. That said, the wording of the 

motion does not have to be final. This morning, the Third Party 

requested changes to the motion, which were incorporated. We 

have also made changes based on input from the Clerk’s office. 

We hope to hear back from the government caucus during the 

course of this motion debate and see if there are any changes 

recommended from their side.  

With that, I welcome some discussion on the topic and I 

hope that we all support this motion going forward. 

 

Ms. White: I do appreciate the comments from my 

colleague. Of course, we did receive this note last night in letter 

form saying that this would be coming today.  

The Yukon NDP will be supporting this motion.  

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I first want to begin by reiterating on 

behalf of our entire team our deepest sadness around the 

cancellation of the Whitehorse 2020 Arctic Winter Games. Our 

government supports the host society in following the 

recommendations from the chief medical officer of health. We 

offer our support with overwhelmingly heavy hearts for all of 

the northern athletes, coaches, support staff, volunteers, 

families, and fans of the games. We know how much effort has 

gone into preparing for these games and we thank all those who 

have helped to organize and prepare for them. One of the 

saddest days that I have experienced as Premier so far was 

looking out into what you expect to be a lot of media folks in a 

room for the announcement — with His Worship, the mayor, 

me, George Arcand, the whole team from the Arctic Winter 

Games Host Society, all the ministers, and others — to look out 

to see a sea of blue coats. Of course, Mr. Speaker, you know 

that the blue coats are for the volunteers who have worked 

actually for about two years now in preparation. To see the 

disappointment on the faces of the adults in that room and the 

athletes in that room — it was a tough day.  

We believe that the cancellation — we support it. It is the 

most responsible course of action in light of the concerns 

around the spread of COVID-19. This was a precautionary 

measure that is in the best interests of our athletes, support staff, 

families, and communities across the circumpolar north. To the 

athletes specifically, I want to acknowledge your efforts in 

preparing for this event. We are also very proud and impressed 

with your dedication. Please know that this was not an easy 

decision and it wasn’t made lightly. We do so with your safety 

in mind.  

Mr. Speaker, as the coronavirus situation continues to 

develop, the health and safety of Yukoners is absolutely our top 

priority. I want to be clear with all Yukoners. The risk of 

COVID-19 remains low in Yukon. There are currently no cases 

of COVID-19 in the territory. Nevertheless, we are approaching 

this situation with an abundance of caution. Our government is 

working closely with our partners inside and outside the 

territory to ensure that we are prepared to deal with any 

suspected case or cases of the coronavirus here in Yukon.  

I want to thank again Dr. Catherine Elliott, the acting chief 

medical officer of health, and her team for all of their work. Her 

response to the situation has been, in a word, remarkable. 

Yukon’s medical system has been and remains well-prepared 

to manage the suspected cases of COVID-19 that may arise in 

Yukon. 

We also echo what is being expressed by medical experts: 

People should remain calm, be vigilant with handwashing, and 

stay at home if you’re not well. I agree with the members 

opposite that this is important and that we are working with the 
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most up-to-date and accurate information as possible. We have 

reached out to the office of the chief medical officer of health 

to ensure that all Members of the Legislative Assembly are 

briefed as the situation unfolds. As elected officials, we need to 

demonstrate leadership at this time. Now is not the time for 

knee-jerk decisions and reactions. As I said, the risk of 

COVID-19 remains low in Yukon and there are currently no 

cases of COVID-19 in the territory.  

Yukon’s medical system has been and remains well-

prepared to manage cases specific to COVID-19 as they may 

arise in Yukon. Again, a heartfelt thank you to the office of the 

chief medical officer and their team for all of that work.  

When it comes to the economy, Mr. Speaker, we recognize 

the economic impact the coronavirus is having globally and we 

are actively monitoring the issue. Our government is working 

closely with our partners inside and outside the territory, as I 

mentioned, to mitigate potential economic concerns as well as 

medical concerns. We continue to gather information as the 

situation develops. My ministers and I met with the chamber of 

commerce this morning and local businesses as well to hear 

their concerns. It was a packed house. I want to thank the 

Minister of Economic Development, the Deputy Premier, for 

his diligence in getting that team together on such short notice.  

We will continue to work together to monitor and address 

the economic concerns of the territory. Now is definitely the 

time to work together in the interest of our territory and to not 

engage in partisanship. I completely agree with the members 

opposite with that perspective.  

Just a little bit of a note, Mr. Speaker: The members 

opposite were speaking about the global markets and other 

jurisdictions. I met with the Finance ministers on a conference 

call last week — with the Minister of Finance federally — to 

have a conversation. As we know, on March 4, the Bank of 

Canada lowered its target overnight rate by 50 basis points. The 

current rate of 1.25 is the lowest since August — I believe, of 

2008 — but it has been a long time. But the 50 basis points 

reduction by the bank matched the previous day’s unscheduled 

reductions in the federal funds rate by the federal reserve. 

Again, that was the first emergency cut since 2008 as well — 

one of the largest cuts since that time — bringing that rate down 

between one percent and 1.25 percent.  

So again, the bank noted: “While the Canadian economy 

has been operating close to the potential with inflation on 

target, the COVID-19 virus is a material negative shock to…” 

the global market and the Canadian market as well. So again, 

the information garnered today from the business community 

was extremely important, especially in light of the fact that the 

First Ministers’ meetings are set to go on this week, and Yukon 

will have an opportunity to continue the dialogue that we 

started with the chambers at that time on a national level. 

With that being said, I will cede the floor to any other 

colleagues.  

 

Ms. Hanson: I just rise in support of the motion by the 

Member for Pelly-Nisutlin. Mr. Speaker, there are rare 

occasions when Members of the Legislative Assembly are 

asked to act in a manner that expresses the will of the whole of 

the Legislative Assembly in terms of unanimous support for a 

motion. What I didn’t hear from the member opposite — from 

the Premier — was any declaration of support. What I heard 

was a statement of a fair amount of information that we have 

now received via the media with respect to the work that has 

been done by the chief medical officer health and the many, 

many volunteers and those involved with the preparations for 

the Arctic Winter Games.  

The purpose of this motion was to offer an opportunity — 

to echo both the Premier and the Leader of the Official 

Opposition — in a truly non-partisan way — so not a stacked 

committee, but just a single representative from each of the 

parties to be involved in this. So it’s not an executive council 

after the fact, telling members of this House by ministerial 

statement what has gone on, but to allow the voices of 

Yukoners — who are equally represented — well, actually a 

little bit heavier in terms of percentage of the vote on the 

opposition side to the government side — to allow the voices 

of all Yukoners to be reflected in the work that this House is 

ultimately going to be doing as we go forward with the 

economic impacts of a situation that has arisen outside the 

boundaries of the Yukon. I agree entirely with the Premier — 

we don’t know — as far as we know, there are no active cases 

of COVID-19 in this territory. 

We have all read the various reports and the various 

scenarios that have developed around the world, but as I 

understand the purpose of this motion, it is to address the 

adverse economic effects in Yukon from COVID-19 and many 

of those are generated elsewhere. So, it is how we, as a territory, 

respond. That is what I understood that the committee is being 

asked to be tasked with.  

I think it would be unfortunate if we didn’t seize this 

opportunity for the first time in this Legislative Assembly to 

actually try to find a way to work in that manner — in that truly 

non-partisan manner — on an issue that has rightly seized all 

Yukoners — whether it is for the health, economic, social 

aspects, cultural — every aspect of our community has been 

touched in a real way because of our requirement for the health 

and safety issues — our requirement to cancel the Arctic Winter 

Games. Nobody questions that; nobody has questioned that, 

that I am aware of. We understand that. 

The next part is: Now what? How do we work together to 

rebuild, to make sure that we have that resilient base as we — 

along with other jurisdictions across the country and around the 

world — address this issue and how we are going to not just 

mitigate the health concerns, but respond to the economic 

challenges. 

So, I hope that we will get the support of all members of 

the House for this motion. 

 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: I appreciate the opportunity to speak in 

the Assembly today and to update my colleagues on the 

activities today with our business community, as the Premier 

had reflected on, as well as the activities over the weekend — 

really, in speaking to our government’s immediate, short-term, 

and long-term view of the current circumstances.  
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I would like to thank the opposition for tabling this today 

and for giving us an opportunity to have a dialogue about it and 

to provide further information to Yukoners.  

First, as you can imagine, over the weekend — first and 

foremost — it was really focused on having the host committee, 

the chief medical officer, the Minister of Health and Social 

Services, the Premier, and others focusing on the health of 

Yukoners. Shortly after that announcement was made and 

people had an opportunity to reflect upon what had been 

communicated — of course, with heavy, heavy hearts — we 

also have to take into consideration the other impacts that come 

with COVID-19.  

Now, this is not something that was new to the weekend, 

of course. We were in a situation where the markets, over the 

last number of weeks, have been tumultuous, to say the least. 

It’s not just the activity of today, but also what we’ve watched 

over the last number of weeks.  

Having returned from the Prospectors and Developers — 

PDAC — event in Toronto — our staff from Energy, Mines 

and Resources and Economic Development were in a position 

to have dialogue with global investors, to have discussions with 

Canadian companies, and to understand some of the key trends 

that we were seeing and a chance to really have a discussion 

about what companies thought they were going to be doing. It 

was really an opportunity to see a slice into a sector and 

understand that we had some very significant conversations in 

front of us and that we had an opportunity to monitor.  

Of course, it was also prudent for me to make sure that I 

was working hand in hand with the Premier and getting 

direction from the Premier as the Premier prepared to meet with 

other Premiers from across this country and for us to monitor 

the comments from the federal government.  

Shortly after the announcement on the games this 

weekend, we had to really focus on some immediate 

conversations and measures because we are in a situation where 

we have a lot of items. Some are for our food distributors, who 

are dealing with items that are perishable. We have, in the 

hospitality sector, impacts where there will shortly be empty 

rooms in our city. We have Air North, Yukon’s airline, which 

is, of course, a major player here, and they have identified the 

impacts that they are experiencing. Of course, there are many, 

many members of either the Yukon chamber, the Whitehorse 

chamber, or the First Nation chamber.   

Some people directly reached out to us. In some cases, we 

saw the concerns that people were sharing, and we thought it 

was appropriate and prudent to make sure that we had the 

business community come together as soon as possible to have 

a discussion about what they saw in the early analysis of impact 

and about ideas and strategies that they may feel need to be put 

into place quickly and to understand how we could work 

together to communicate not just to Yukoners but to the broader 

community as well. 

I think that, right from the start, Minister Dendys in her 

role, understanding how tourism is such a hot topic now — and 

I know that she may share with us over the next while about the 

work that she has been doing — and it started before this 

weekend — working with her counterparts as well to 

understand how people are pivoting when it comes to their 

strategies — but I leave that to the minister to share with you. 

What we did do — we reached out over the weekend to the 

Whitehorse chamber, the Yukon chamber, TIA, representing 

the tourism industry, the First Nation chamber, as well as some 

of our key business players — understanding that the business 

leaders really would be significantly impacted by this particular 

event being cancelled, but also understanding what they felt, 

moving forward.  

We did have an opportunity to meet at 10:00 a.m. this 

morning. As I said, the groups identified were in attendance. 

The tone of the meeting — which I think all Yukoners can be 

proud of — was about how we come together. I think we all 

saw that over the weekend — anybody who is monitoring social 

media: How do we come together quickly and efficiently? How 

do we prioritize impacts and understand impacts? How do we 

get to work? That is really the tone today. It’s about 

partnerships and even collaboration on strategies, whether on 

the hospitality or travel side of things. How do they come 

together quickly to look at some of the short-term impacts as of 

next week, and how do we turn it? 

All the while, what is really important about this is that we 

have to continue to stay in touch with the chief medical officer. 

There have been a lot of different concepts and ideas that have 

been shared over the weekend on social media and with the 

business community. Some of those strategies could be very 

effective with the challenges we have. Others are ones that we 

probably need to get further advice on from the chief medical 

officer. That is one of the other points we communicated today 

to the business community. 

What is important, I think, when we talk about making sure 

— as the opposition stated this is absolutely imperative here, 

that all voices are heard. Well, what is very important is that we 

work with our business chambers as we talk about the economic 

development aspects. We are in a situation where the Yukon 

chamber has over 1,200 members and they reach out to the 

chambers in all of our communities. We also have the 

Whitehorse chamber — and today, as they stated, they have 

over 500 members. Both chambers committed to ensuring that 

they will communicate all types of information and work to 

return and communicate collectively with us so that we can 

move forward to support the business sector. As well, the First 

Nation chamber came with great ideas and with a real focus to 

reach out to their members. 

First of all, I want to commend the business sector. Today 

— to be very open — we talked about — as we look at our 

strategies, the communication, and the marketing — really, as 

many would understand here, the first steps are really about 

focusing on supporting our local businesses and using our 

previous work around buying local and putting that into place 

right away. Of course, on the tourism side, I think that anyone 

who understands what is playing out understands about 

supporting our local tourism sector. I will leave that to the 

minister. 

Those are the things that were discussed. There were lots 

of great ideas, but the table also knew that today was the first 

gathering and it was time to start the work.  
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We proposed that we start the work tomorrow. They 

proposed that they start the work now. So actually — as I look 

at my watch — they’re probably an hour into the strategy work 

on the short term. Right now, the business community, the 

chambers, some of our most well-known entrepreneurs, 

representation, I believe, from the host committee — and I want 

to thank the host committee — especially the sponsorship team, 

who also was in attendance today — helping us to understand 

what the relationships were with specific businesses that have 

been leaders on the sponsorship side — so that work, first of 

all, is underway.  

So I do understand that part of what we’re being asked 

today is — it’s about solutions and it’s about hearing voices, 

and I want to be able to tell Yukoners today that, through their 

chambers and through their membership, all the voices that are 

coming to the table through their lead organizations were being 

heard today and will continue to be heard.  

Also, there are just so many brilliant business people. The 

direction I had today from the Premier was to gather the 

business sector and to let the people in business who have the 

expertise and the experience come together to give us direction 

so that we can understand how we can help. That is what we 

saw today. There are incredible minds at the table — really 

focused on Yukoners coming together, understanding where 

we can most benefit different areas of our population — still all 

the while focused on the emotional impact that has come to our 

coaches, volunteers, and athletes and understanding, in each 

case, the uniqueness of trying to move forward with the proper 

strategies.  

I think that I did hear from the opposition — from a 

standpoint of “We didn’t hear in your budget any specific 

spending” — this is the largest capital budget that we have had. 

This is a significant, significant budget. What we did hear 72 

hours ago was that it was too big of a budget, but now it — 

there is a reason that our Premier led this with leadership, and 

it was because we have been watching not just over this 

weekend but for weeks on this. This is a very significant capital 

budget. We also believe that reducing, over this next year, 

individuals’ tax burdens and eliminating the small business tax 

for most of our local businesses is the right strategy.  

So, I look, as we move forward, to see all opposition 

members work with us to support these measures as we go 

through the session. I know they will stand up for their 

businesses and that is what they are doing today. They will 

stand to see that small business tax eliminated and they will 

stand up to make sure that we have a capital budget that moves 

appropriate stimulus, as well as much-needed infrastructure 

projects into our economy, which is going to be key. That is 

when we talk about what is playing out on the long term — that 

is not so much what we are looking at over the next couple 

weeks here. 

As well, I think it is important to focus on — and just for 

that member, I know it was touched on — but it was about 

$50 million extra, as compared to last year’s capital budget. I 

think that we all have come to understand that it is clear that it 

is really important that we have clearly identified the need for 

spending. 

I want to thank the Economic Development staff who 

worked over the weekend analyzing different strategies that 

have been deployed around similar circumstances at a regional 

level and were there to support us today. 

Again, passing on to Yukoners, the teams are working with 

the business sector. The business sector has many great ideas 

on a short-term strategy. I ask all Yukoners to support their 

local businesses — to ensure that they are buying local, maybe 

getting down to our main streets — not just of Whitehorse, but 

any of our communities — and ensuring that if they can afford 

it, to spend a bit more at our local businesses to support them. 

I know that I will be available here to answer the questions 

of the opposition as we move through. I know that this is 

something that we have committed to working on, on a daily 

basis with the business sector. It is not just concern about 

spending, but it is also concern on the labour side too. We have 

had a lot of questions. I know that the Minister responsible for 

the Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board 

committed to working with the sector. Some others have 

reached out about labour rules. It also affects — one of the great 

questions today from one of our business leaders — which we 

have to do our due diligence on — is really, how will this affect 

our nominee program. Of course, last year, because our 

economy has been strong, the nominee program was fully 

utilized. 

So, I think we have a good foundation to stand on here in 

the Yukon. We do have to be creative. I think the business 

community is going to give us a lot of great advice and then 

coming together to work on that and to meet the demands and 

the challenges. I also think that, in this particular case, this is 

the responsibility that comes with the job. In the role I’m in — 

or the role of my colleagues — when you have these challenges, 

you need to show leadership and do the work that you need to 

do. That’s what we’re committed to doing.  

 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to this, I would like to 

just note that this is a rapidly developing issue. I would like to 

thank our staff for making me aware of the fact that, since this 

debate began, there have been significant developments 

worldwide. The British Broadcasting Corporation is reporting 

that Italy has extended their coronavirus measures nationwide 

and that their strict coronavirus quarantine measures, which 

include a ban on public gatherings, have been extended now to 

the entire country. The prime minister has stated that people 

would only be permitted to travel for work or family 

emergencies.  

I would like to note in speaking to this, Mr. Speaker, that 

the lessons learned from previous health situations like this, 

including the SARS epidemic, is that it’s important to be 

measured, thoughtful, effective, and coordinated in the 

response. An over-reaction or a failure to react quickly can 

cause significant unnecessary impacts, whether from a health 

perspective or unnecessary economic impacts.  

The proposal made by my colleague, the Leader of the 

Official Opposition, is offering the government an opportunity 

to work together in a coordinated approach and to have the 

opportunity to have the Yukon businesses and others who may 
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be affected by this, to meet with MLAs from all parties, 

showing a coordinated and united approach on this issue.  

As I noted since the start of this debate, the worldwide 

economic impact has grown and we’re all aware of what has 

happened with the crash of stock markets in North America. 

This morning, it caused their measures to “circuit break” — 

evidently the term was — to kick into effect to prevent a further 

decline.  

I have heard, since the cancellation of the Arctic Winter 

Games, from Yukon businesses, NGOs, and others who are 

concerned about not only that, but what will be in place for the 

summer — the fact that we’ve seen — as my colleague noted 

— warnings coming from the federal government and from the 

chief public health officer about the expected economic impacts 

as well as encouraging people to not travel by cruise ships, 

which of course do provide a large number of tourists who 

come into the Yukon market.  

With that, I would encourage all members of this House to 

support this motion. It is a motion for us to work together in a 

non-partisan manner on an important issue. I would note — 

having been the chair of the all-party committee on smoking 

and having served on another committee that also reached 

unanimous agreement on recommendations — that it is 

possible for committees of this Legislative Assembly, on 

important matters, to reach unanimous agreement on a path 

forward.  

 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: It is an honour of course to rise to 

speak to this important motion today and bring my voice to it 

as Minister of Tourism and Culture. 

First, I want to bring my voice — as a Yukoner, a mom, 

and a person who was born and raised here in the territory — 

about the pride that our territory had in moving toward hosting 

the 50th anniversary of the Arctic Winter Games. To move 

toward the cancellation of the 2020 Arctic Winter Games was 

probably one of my most difficult days in this job. I have to say 

that it felt like — I have described it this way, so I will describe 

it here in the Legislative Assembly — it felt like there was a 

death; that is how it felt. The grief was so heavy for each and 

every one of us. It was collective and you could feel the hearts 

break across our territory — our young people, our volunteers, 

and each and every person in this Legislative Assembly.  

We understand that this was a difficult decision but the 

most responsible decision to make. It was certainly for 

precautionary measures to reduce the threat of any spread of 

COVID-19 and to protect our children and our loved ones. The 

thought for us was somebody potentially — if something were 

to happen at the games and take it home to one of our remote 

communities where we have a lot of folks who have medical 

and health challenges. The last thing we would want to see is 

that threat upon our communities — so, yes, it was a heavy day 

for all of us and not the way that you would want to spend your 

weekend, the weekend before we were to host and welcome 

visitors from around our circumpolar north. I just wanted to 

express that first. 

In terms of the economic impact — the Minister of 

Economic Development and I, along with other colleagues, 

certainly have been aware that there could be impact as a result 

of the coronavirus/COVID-19 on Yukon. We have been 

working on this for some time, but quickly after the games were 

cancelled — looking at the immediate impact on our business 

community was absolutely vital. I am proud of the team in 

terms of people coming together to support one another and 

really bringing that Yukon spirit together in a way that we 

expect as Yukoners. 

I want to go back a little bit in time because, when we 

started planning for a new Yukon tourism development strategy 

in Yukon, we had taken a whole-of-Yukon approach, really 

bringing all partners together. That was the approach that we 

took in Yukon. As the Minister of Economic Development 

described today — the business community coming together in 

the way in which they did — I think that some of that is a result 

of the good work that has been done around building solid 

partnerships and that we have a collective responsibility. This, 

again, was not a Yukon government strategy. It is a whole-of-

Yukon strategy, and when we entered into that, we entered into 

that principle of shared responsibility and that we would work 

collectively with our partners. We are working toward 

managing tourism as a collective in the Yukon. That was one 

of the key shifts.  

In bringing all of those partners together, we are certainly 

working in a whole-of-government approach to tourism. It’s a 

complicated industry and it’s one of our most important 

industries. It’s the second largest in Yukon. It’s the largest 

private sector employer in Yukon. It represents 4.4 percent of 

our GDP. We are only second to PEI. So, it is very important 

to us — we recognize that absolutely — and we have made a 

lot of investments into moving this industry forward. Our goal 

is to double revenue as a result of tourism over the next 10 

years. 

Now, I had received some criticism — when we were 

working toward a new strategy in Yukon — saying, “Things 

are going well. Why are you doing this now?” It is because of 

this: You want to plan when things are going well, and we have 

had three consecutive record years for tourism. The good work 

that was done alongside all of our partners in Yukon, from the 

culture community to heritage, and everyone was part of that 

circle — all of our chambers of commerce. 

Building this new approach to tourism — it was an 

important move for us — to plan when things are going well 

and to be in partnership with each other when we have 

challenges like this. So, this is certainly a challenge that we are 

seeing across Canada. What we have been doing in tourism — 

and I talked a little bit about this, of course, last week when the 

question came up around the impact of COVID-19 on tourism 

— we want to continue welcoming visitors to our territory and 

sharing it with the rest of the world. 

The department is, of course, actively monitoring the 

impact of COVID-19 on Yukon’s tourism industry and is 

working with our local industry partners like Destination 

Canada, and — of course, as my colleagues have said today — 

we will continue to make this our highest priority, to work with 

our Yukon’s chief medical officer of health to assess the 

situation as we go forward. That is a must. We must take that 
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step in every decision that we make. That was certainly part of 

our discussion with our business community today. 

Tourism Yukon officials are participating right now — as 

of last week — in biweekly conference calls convened by 

Destination Canada with federal, provincial, and territorial 

counterparts to receive the latest data. We may bump that up a 

bit more. I had a call last week with the federal Minister of 

Economic Development, who is also responsible for tourism, 

to talk about how things are going in Yukon and what is 

happening across the country. 

She was able to discuss some of the strategies that the 

federal government is looking at. Some of those strategies are 

certainly being discussed in those biweekly conference calls, so 

there are some immediate, mid-term and long-term plans that 

are in the works as we speak to move toward strategies. I will 

say it here that we have talked about a Canada-type marketing 

strategy to encourage folks to explore their own backyard and 

travel within their own country. That is something that we were 

working toward already, because that is a new strategy of 

Canada — to market within Canada and encourage folks to visit 

their own backyard, pushing tourism out from our major centres 

into our other territories and places that are usually secondary 

types of destinations. That dialogue is established at the federal 

level. We have committed to ensuring that they have up-to-date 

information from Yukon.  

Of course, since last week, things have changed a bit in 

Yukon. We have had to cancel the Arctic Winter Games, so, 

yes, there is an immediate impact. Our approach, of course, to 

this situation is to work collaboratively with our local business 

community. They are the experts, as the minister has discussed. 

We also have experts within our departments of Economic 

Development and of Tourism and Culture. It is very much 

evidence-based decision-making. It is how we make all of our 

decisions in Tourism and Culture; it is very much based on data. 

We will continue to do that. 

Maybe I will just outline a little bit in terms of the 

visitation. Folks may be aware of the number of tourists who 

come into the territory. We have 500,000 visitors every year, 

and 62 percent of those visitors are from the United States, 

28 percent are from Canada, and 10 percent are from overseas. 

That is the general breakdown of the types of visitors who are 

coming to our Yukon.  

I think that my colleagues have covered very well — in 

terms of where we’re at and how we’re moving things forward. 

I just wanted to assure the Assembly and Yukoners that, as the 

Minister of Economic Development has said, we were elected 

to lead, and we are doing just that on behalf of Yukoners. I 

absolutely represent every single Yukoner, whether they live in 

my riding or another riding.  

We will work toward short-term, mid-term, and long-term 

strategies, work with our federal partners, and continue very 

much to work with our business community to ensure that we 

are making good, sound decisions that take into consideration 

the impacts on their businesses and their livelihoods. We 

uphold our commitment to work in a whole-of-Yukon approach 

to tourism, from my perspective, and we’ll continue to do that.  

I would like to thank the Assembly for allowing me this 

time to talk about this important matter that we are all faced 

with. I look forward to further discussion.  

 

Mr. Kent: I had not planned on speaking this afternoon, 

but I did want to add my voice to the discussion.  

I thank the MLA for Pelly-Nisutlin, Leader of the Official 

Opposition, for bringing forward this motion and thank all 

members for granting unanimous consent that we could have 

these discussions here this afternoon.  

Mr. Speaker, as the Member for Lake Laberge said, this is 

an ever-evolving situation. Obviously, what we saw last week 

with respect — even the Premier’s announcements in the House 

here and then speaking at the chamber of commerce luncheon 

and later on CTV’s Power Play — was talking about how 

excited we were to be hosting the Arctic Winter Games, and 

then 24 hours later, obviously things changed and the games 

had to be cancelled. I think that’s a measure of, again, how 

quickly things are evolving with this.  

As mentioned, we saw significant losses in stock markets 

around the globe over the last 24 hours. We’ve seen significant 

declines in the price of oil as well as in the value of energy 

companies. All of this, of course, will not only affect localized 

economies; it’s going to affect the economy up here. That’s 

why we felt that this was an opportunity for all elected members 

to come together — a representation of all Yukoners to come 

together — and come up with some constructive 

recommendations on how to mitigate many of these challenges 

that we’re going to see in our economy as a result of 

COVID-19. 

Mr. Speaker, when we received the budget documents last 

week, of course, there was a fiscal and economic update. I think 

I wanted to read one excerpt from the tourism sector portion 

that really highlights how things have changed so quickly 

recently. Under “Tourism sector” it says — “The tourism sector 

continues to impress” is the title. Then if you go down below 

the chart on annual border crossings — I’ll quote from this 

document: “US visitation historically accounts for about 

70 percent of Yukon’s annual international border crossings. 

Several factors bode well for US visitation to Yukon going 

forward. The US economic environment is expected to remain 

generally positive over the forecast and little to no appreciation 

in the Canadian dollar anticipated over the medium term.” 

I think that, in and of itself, given what we’ve heard 

recently with respect to Canadian health officials and health 

officials in British Columbia advising Canadians not to go on 

cruises or potentially advising the cruise industry in British 

Columbia to postpone the upcoming cruise season, would be 

devastating news and would certainly affect what was in the 

fiscal and economic outlook with respect to the tourism sector. 

Again, when it comes to the mining industry, what kinds 

of effects do we anticipate to the mining industry, given some 

of the market volatility that we’ve seen lately? This would be, 

again, a good opportunity for members on all sides of the House 

to come together to talk to those in the financial markets and 

get a sense for what the summer exploration would look like 

here and then, of course, production. Obviously, we see 
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precious metals, at a time like this — gold — on the upswing 

but base metals like copper and zinc on the downswing.  

Again, those would be opportunities for all of us to get 

together. Each and every one of us as elected officials in here 

bring different backgrounds and perspectives and different 

expertise to the table when we are talking about the various 

economic sectors, the labour market, or the health care field — 

so many of the things that are going to be affected with respect 

to this. But again, I thought we would be able to focus on the 

economic side of things. 

Of course, the Premier and several of his Cabinet ministers 

have some focus on dealing with some of the economic 

challenges around the cancellation of the Arctic Winter Games, 

but we wanted to focus more on other economic challenges in 

the short, medium, and long term, and I thought that this would 

be a good opportunity to do that. 

When we are talking about investor confidence and visitor 

confidence in the Yukon, what a great opportunity for all MLAs 

to come together — all three parties represented in this House 

to come together — and come up with suggestions that would 

be arrived at unanimously to support the economy as we 

weather this storm that has been caused by COVID-19. 

Again, I am hopeful that all members will vote in favour 

of this motion brought forward by the Leader of the Official 

Opposition, and of course time will tell when this debate closes 

and it does come to a vote. I urge members to look at this 

motion for what the spirit and intent is, which is to break down 

those partisan walls in here. We are all elected to represent 

Yukoners and I think that we all have valuable input, as well as 

reaching out to the various business and industry organizations 

when it comes to getting us through what promises to be a 

difficult economic time associated with this virus. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will conclude my remarks. 

 

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the motion? 

If the member now speaks, he will close debate. 

Does any other member wish to be heard? 

 

Mr. Hassard: Thank you to everyone who took the 

opportunity to speak to this motion today. I certainly appreciate 

the NDP’s willingness to support this motion and 

understanding the importance of it. 

It doesn’t appear that the government is going to be in 

support of this motion unless some minds have changed from 

the last couple of speakers. I really think that this is unfortunate. 

This Premier we have here today has spoken on numerous 

occasions about how he is willing to take good ideas from all 

sides of the Assembly. If the government votes against this 

motion, then obviously that is just another case of a lot of talk 

but not following through.  

The other item that I wanted to mention was the Deputy 

Premier talking about the budget and that we don’t need a line 

item in the budget for this type of thing because we have the 

largest budget in history. I’m not quite sure where he draws the 

line on the budget — actually not having a line item in the 

budget. One thing though that the Deputy Premier did say was 

that he was here to answer the questions. So once this motion 

has been voted on, we will move into Question Period. I guess 

we will see if that stands true or if we will continue to get non-

answers and just be told, “We have a plan. We have a plan. We 

have a plan, but we are just not going to tell you the details of 

the plan.” 

I could go on at length, Mr. Speaker, but I don’t see the 

point in it, I guess. So, if we can get to a vote, we will see where 

we go from there.  

 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Disagree. 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Disagree. 

Mr. Gallina: Disagree. 

Mr. Adel: Disagree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Disagree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Disagree. 

Mr. Hutton: Disagree. 

Mr. Hassard: Agree. 

Mr. Kent: Agree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree. 

Mr. Cathers: Agree. 

Ms. McLeod: Agree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Agree. 

Ms. White: Agree. 

Ms. Hanson: Agree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are eight yea, 10 nay. 

Speaker: The nays have it. I declare the motion 

defeated. 

Motion of Urgent and Pressing Necessity No. 1 negatived 

 

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Hassard: In our questions to the Minister of Health 

and Social Services last week, we asked about specific 

preparations that the Yukon has taken to respond to COVID-19. 

Unfortunately, the minister was unable to provide specifics. We 

now see over 100,000 cases worldwide and the number of cases 

growing in Canada. The federal government has stated that they 

are anticipating community outbreak within Canada. In Italy, 

the entire country has now gone into quarantine. There are no 

recorded cases in Yukon, but we do need to be prepared. The 

territory is already feeling the effects of the spread and has had 

to make some very difficult decisions in response. We know 

that there have been global supply shortages for personal 
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protective equipment for health care workers. In fact, Canada’s 

Health minister announced just hours ago that several provinces 

are facing shortages. 

So, Mr. Speaker, does Yukon currently have an adequate 

supply of personal protective equipment in all of our health care 

centres? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am happy to rise today to speak to the 

issue around Yukon’s preparedness. What I do want to say is 

that we are working very closely with the chief medical officer 

of health — both the acting and the chief medical officer of 

health — to ensure that Yukon is prepared. We are prepared. I 

look forward to the next question. 

Mr. Hassard: The question was about the supplies that 

we have here in the Yukon. I am not sure if the minister didn’t 

hear the question or just wasn’t prepared to answer, so we’ll try 

again. 

These are essential materials for health care workers who 

need to protect themselves not only from this virus but any 

other health risks that appear in hospitals, ambulances, or health 

care centres throughout the territory. Another area that needs to 

be monitored is the supply of test kits, because we cannot 

address the virus if we can’t actually test for it.  

Again, while there are no recorded cases in Yukon yet, we 

cannot rule out the potential for it to appear. So, what are the 

testing protocols for COVID-19 in the Yukon and how many 

test kits are currently in the Yukon’s supply? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Interesting question. I certainly would 

not know how many test kits we have. What I can say is that 

we are continuously working with the chief medical officer of 

health and we will continue to do that. The risk of COVID-19 

remains low in the Yukon, which we have heard frequently 

today. Our medical system is — and remains — prepared to 

handle suspected cases of COVID-19 should they arise in the 

Yukon.  

I would really like to extend my appreciation to the chief 

medical officer of health and the Health staff for being prepared 

and keeping us abreast as things evolve. Of course, what we 

have been informed of is that we are prepared. We have all the 

necessary resources available in the Yukon, which we are very 

pleased about.  

We are following the guidelines of the World Health 

Organization. We will also look at the Yukon context and work 

with that through the chief medical officer.  

Mr. Hassard: So, during motion debate a few minutes 

ago, the Deputy Premier said that he was here to answer 

questions on behalf of Yukoners, so maybe he could answer the 

third question, because we certainly aren’t getting any answers 

from this minister.  

We recognize that to address a community outbreak, 

financial resources are needed to do so. Canada’s Finance 

minister has indicated that they will be tabling a budget with 

specific measures to address COVID-19. We haven’t seen 

anything in the Yukon budget that suggests that the Yukon 

Liberal government was prepared for this issue. We don’t want 

to be caught flatfooted and find ourselves looking back at what 

we could have done if the situation gets away from us.  

Can the minister tell us what financial resources, if any, 

have been allocated in this budget to prepare and respond to 

COVID-19, including ensuring personal protective equipment 

and test kits are in adequate supply? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, I believe the Minister of Health 

and Social Services did answer the member’s question and said 

that — and I will reiterate — we are prepared. We do have a 

plan in place should the virus be detected here. Yukon health 

care providers are keeping up to date with the virus and they 

know how to recognize someone who is infected, as well as 

how to care for them.  

We on this side of the Legislature have full confidence in 

our medical team, our staff, the Department of Health and 

Social Services, and also in the minister as well. People who 

have flu-like symptoms are being asked to stay at home and to 

seek health care via telephone if they do not require immediate 

attention. In Yukon, they should be calling 811. Also, currently 

all influenza samples in Yukon are now being tested for 

COVID-19. I hope that alleviates some of the concerns from 

the member opposite as far as how prepared we are for this 

situation.  

Also, when we speak about economic considerations for 

COVID-19, that work obviously is ongoing as well. Experience 

from China already indicates that containment may be a matter 

of months, not quarters. The TD bank has indicated that it may 

lower its GDP forecast for Canada by 0.7 percent in the first 

quarter of 2020 and they’ve raised their forecast for early 2021.  

Again, as we deliberate here in the Legislative Assembly, 

we’ll have an opportunity to show how this government is 

prepared for this crisis.  

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Cathers: The serious impacts of COVID-19 

include health impacts and also significant economic impacts. 

Over the last several weeks, world markets have declined 

significantly. The federal government warns that tourism from 

the Chinese market alone will drop by $550 million by June.  

Canada’s public health officer told Canadians not to go on 

cruise ships, and since a large portion of the Yukon’s economy 

depends on tourism, this is concerning for many Yukon 

businesses. The Bank of Canada and the US Federal Reserve 

took significant actions to try to bolster the economy and G7 

Finance ministers have met to discuss coordinated actions.  

Concerningly, Thursday’s budget from this government 

and their economic forecast does not include a single word 

about COVID-19 or its health or economic effects. Can the 

Premier tell us what actions he is planning to take to minimize 

the impacts of COVID-19 to the Yukon’s economy?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, I can alleviate some of 

the concerns for the members opposite — and more 

importantly, for Yukoners as they listen in on debate. This 

government is prepared. What we’ve done to prepare, in a large 

sense, is we have balanced the budget. We have lowered taxes, 

both income taxes and also small business taxes. There are lots 

of things that we’ve done before being told by the medical 

community of the severity of these certain conditions and 

situations now. The decision to cancel the Arctic Winter 
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Games, for example — things changed in a 48-hour period very 

quickly.  

Members opposite make it seem that the day that you 

release the economic forecast, that’s the day that you develop 

it, whereas they know obviously that is not necessarily so. But 

for the members opposite, we are currently working with the 

federal government. We’re working inter-governmentally with 

all of our departments to make sure that this government is as 

prepared as possible. Again, we spoke in the Legislative 

Assembly that currently all influenza samples in Yukon are 

now being tested for COVID-19. That’s amazing, Mr. Speaker 

— knowing how very well Health and Social Services and the 

Hospital Corporation, working with the chief medical officer, 

are on the health considerations. The conversations I have had 

with the federal government will continue again this week.  

So, members opposite can be very relieved to know that 

we are working hard on this.  

It would be interesting to know what their preparations 

were during the SARS or the H1N1 outbreaks in the past and 

what — maybe they can lend us some of their planning and 

budgeting for those.  

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, concerningly, in the speech 

the Premier delivered last Thursday and the budget he 

delivered, there’s not one mention in the budget, the speech, or 

the economic forecast of coronavirus and the risks, either from 

a health perspective or an economic perspective.  

Last week’s budget estimates Yukon’s GDP growth for 

this current year at 6.2 percent. It states that tourism is 

4.4 percent of Yukon’s GDP. As noted in my first question, 

major world events unfolding in the last couple months will 

negatively impact the Yukon’s economy, and the projections 

that the Premier delivered last Thursday are now unrealistic.  

Can the Premier tell us what the projected impacts of 

COVID-19 will be on the Yukon’s growth of the tourism 

sector? If he doesn’t have estimates of that yet, can he please 

tell us when he expects to have revised economic forecasts?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, one of the really good 

positions that the Yukon is in right now as far as our economic 

future and where we are on a global or national sense when it 

comes to COVID-19 is that our territory has the lowest 

unemployment rate in Canada. It also has the highest workforce 

participation rate in Canada. Do we have struggles because of 

this current situation? Absolutely. Are we working hard on 

this? Absolutely, Mr. Speaker. We have worked through all 

weekend. I don’t think that a lot of people on this side of the 

House actually slept very much this weekend with all the work. 

I want to give a shout-out again to the deputy ministers, the 

assistant deputy ministers, the directors, and everyone else who 

is working extremely hard on this side of the government to 

make sure that we are prepared for these things.  

The members opposite should know as well that budgets 

are made with the best information possible at the time in which 

they are made. The good news — the members opposite may 

have forgotten about this — is that there are also ongoing 

concerns called “supplementary budgets”. So whether or not 

the financing is being indicated about a virus that we didn’t 

anticipate back in November and into December as we were 

making the budget in January, they can be keenly aware — as 

opposition members who have spent time in government — 

that this doesn’t mean that it is not going to be considered 

financially in how we move forward to address both the health 

concerns of this situation but also the financials.  

Mr. Cathers: Again, I have to point out that the 

government has been aware of the growing worldwide concern 

about COVID-19 over the last couple of months. Yet, 

concerningly, the budget speech and the budget that the Premier 

delivered last Thursday made no mention of either the health or 

economic risks of COVID-19. The government has been slow 

to realize that this is an issue that will have major impacts on 

the Yukon and they appear to have been slow to act. We have 

heard from municipalities that have not been receiving 

information or updates directly from the Yukon government 

about the response or preparations for COVID-19 or its effects. 

If that is the case, it seems that the government has forgotten 

some of the key lessons learned from the SARS epidemic.  

Will the Premier commit to providing regular updates to 

municipalities and First Nation governments to ensure that 

there is a coordinated response between all levels of 

government?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we will continue to work 

with our partner governments whether federal, municipal, or 

First Nation like we have on lots of issues, whether that be 

through the Association of Yukon Communities or through the 

Yukon Forum — which the opposition didn’t spend a lot of 

time on. Again, we have constant conversations and 

communications with all levels of government all the time, 

especially when it comes to a situation as serious as this one. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, the cancellation of the Arctic 

Winter Games, announced this weekend, shows not only how 

far-reaching the impacts of the COVID-19 virus are, but also 

how close they are to home.  

Tourism in Yukon represents the biggest share of our 

economy compared to other provinces and territories. The 

Public Health Agency of Canada is now recommending that 

Canadians avoid all cruise ship travel and other jurisdictions 

have issued similar warnings. We have just heard from the 

Minister of Tourism that this will have a very serious impact on 

summer tourism in Yukon. 

What concrete steps will this government take to alleviate 

the impacts of the COVID-19 virus on Yukon’s economy and 

particularly on Yukon’s tourism sector? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Thank you for the question. As I 

stated a little while ago during the motion debate, tourism is a 

very important industry for Yukon — second largest in the 

Yukon. We take this situation very seriously. We’re working 

closely with our partners at Destination Canada and the federal 

government. We have established an FPT — or federal, 

provincial, territorial check-in — with the minister. The federal 

government is certainly considering many actions to assist in 

the impact on tourism as a result of COVID-19. Our department 

is working very closely with our operators to monitor, on a 

regular basis, any impacts. As of last week, there were few.  
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I spoke directly — myself — to many operators, 

particularly in the Carcross area. They indicated to me that it’s 

business as usual. They’re moving forward. Now, we need to 

of course speak to our federal counterparts, talking about — of 

course everyone is concerned about the cancellation of cruise 

ships, and we will work with our partners as we go forward on 

this particular matter.  

Ms. White: While no case of COVID-19 has been 

diagnosed in Yukon so far, health authorities recommend 

precautions like regularly washing hands and monitoring for 

symptoms. Yukoners just heard from the Premier that they 

should stay at home if they’re sick. That sounds easy enough. 

Everyone knows in theory that this advice should apply at all 

times, not just during a virus outbreak. But this is much easier 

for some workers than for others. Many workers don’t have 

access to paid sick leave. That’s often the case for minimum-

wage workers or for retail and service workers who interact 

directly with the public. Whether they feel sick or not, these 

workers have to pay their bills and rent and put food on the 

table. Without paid sick leave, they’re forced to make 

impossible choices.  

Will this government introduce paid sick leave for all 

Yukon workers so they can make the sensible decision to stay 

home when they are sick? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, whether it is the tourism 

industry or working hand in hand with the Minister of 

Community Services or the Minister for Health and Social 

Services when it comes to this issue, members opposite can 

know that we are working on this issue with all of our 

stakeholders. When it comes to tourism, again, we are 

immensely proud of the work that we have been doing here 

with the tourism strategy to support the industries but at the 

same time helping them to grow and modernize. As the minister 

talked about, we have the second-largest GDP contribution in 

Yukon. 

When it comes to services and supports for our employees, 

I am extremely proud of the work that we have done for the last 

three to four years when it comes to making sure that we have 

the best programs and services but at the same time reducing 

our taxes for individuals and also raising the minimum wage. 

We will continue to work with agencies to make sure that 

we provide for the Yukon population, whether it be through the 

private sector or the public sector. 

Ms. White: Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, I think that the 

Premier has missed the point. This is not a hypothetical 

question that the government can sit on for months, or even 

weeks. Just earlier today, BC’s provincial health officer, 

Dr. Bonnie Henry, said — and I quote: “Right now we want 

everybody to stay home if you’re sick. Even if you have the 

sniffles, you have a bit of a cold …keep yourself home from 

work if you’re not feeling well.” 

Just to be clear, Mr. Speaker, this is for British Columbia, 

but at the speed things are moving, we could face the same 

situation here in Yukon. So, if we get to that point, Mr. Speaker, 

what will the minister tell workers who simply can’t afford to 

go without a salary because they don’t have paid sick leave? 

Where are they supposed to find money to pay for their rent, to 

pay for their bills, or to feed their family? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will try to follow up further with 

the member opposite and with the department, but when people 

were being asked to stay home, it was not that they weren’t 

going to be working. They were working; they were working 

from home. In other words — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. What I am 

trying to say is that if they are sick, they are sick. If they had 

symptoms that they didn’t want to put their co-workers in touch 

with — it was about working from home. So, I am happy to try 

to follow up, but I’m not sure if this is about getting them paid, 

because if they are working, they are going to be paid. 

Question re: Salvation Army Adult Resource 
Centre closure  

Ms. Hanson: The Salvation Army announced last week 

that they will be closing the doors on the 18-bed Adult 

Resource Centre on April 30, 2020 — just under two months 

from now. Since the 1980s, the Salvation Army has been 

providing supervision and support services to inmates leaving 

the Whitehorse Correctional Centre and those released on bail 

who have residency conditions. Federal inmates leaving the 

penitentiary system have also been housed and supported at the 

ARC. 

There have been discussions and negotiations ongoing 

with this government since this closure was first announced last 

year. 

Mr. Speaker, what is the plan for those individuals 

currently residing at the adult residential centre? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I thank the member opposite for the 

question. On December 23, 2019, the government received 

formal notification from the Salvation Army that they had 

decided to discontinue the residential programs that they have 

provided in the territory, commonly known as the Yukon Adult 

Resource Centre, or sometimes called the ARC. Consequently, 

the organization will not be extending the contract that they 

currently have, which will end on March 31, 2020.  

Immediately upon that notification, which was seven days 

longer than what is required by the contract, the Department of 

Justice began working expeditiously to explore alternative 

options to provide the services. We agree that the services 

provided by the Yukon Adult Resource Centre are critical to 

the justice system and that they are important to individuals 

who might otherwise be held in custody but for their ability to 

live there. We expect that the programming will continue, and 

we would like to thank the Salvation Army for the many years 

of service and dedication that they have made to our justice 

community through the operation of that location. 

Ms. Hanson: It sounds like the minister and I are on the 

same page, except that we don’t have an outcome yet. Many 

individuals leaving the Whitehorse Correctional Centre are 

those being released on parole from the federal system and 

often have conditions attached. These may include a residency 

requirement or supervision requirement. The conditions 

attached to releases are there to protect the public and to protect 
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the individual. Some individuals leaving the correctional 

services may require one-on-one supervision, assistance with 

activities of daily living, or a safe place to reside. Others may 

be returning to Yukon and need to re-establish themselves 

before returning to their community. As the minister just 

indicated, without services such as those offered by the 

Salvation Army Adult Resource Centre, there are no real 

options. 

What are the plans to provide supports to individuals who 

have supervision or residency requirements attached to their 

bail or release, or will they be forced to live outside Yukon? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I don’t disagree at all with the 

description made by the member opposite of what the Yukon 

Adult Resource Centre has done in the past and the services that 

it provides. It is a good description. 

She, of course, reinforces my earlier comments that it is a 

very important program and that it is extremely important to 

provide these services for Yukon adults who might otherwise 

be required to be in custody. 

I don’t understand the concept of living outside of the 

Yukon, but I will leave that for now. 

This is an extremely important program. We were notified 

about this days ago — at the very end of December. 

Immediately work began — negotiations. Options are being 

explored, conversations are happening, and we expect that this 

program will continue, likely, of course, in a different form than 

it has been in the past. Certainly, the elements of the program 

are a necessary part of our justice system and something that 

we are working hard to maintain because we are proud of the 

services that have been provided. 

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, men leaving the correctional 

system are not the only ones with residency requirements or 

support needs. Women in our correctional systems also may 

need supports.  

Before the new jail was built, there was a separate 

residence on the property for women that offered life-skills 

programming and supports to the female population housed at 

the WCC. When the new jail opened, the women were 

incorporated back into the main building, and the women’s 

residence became Takhini Haven, a group home for adults with 

disabilities. Since May 2019, that building has been empty. 

Women leaving jail or out on bail have nowhere to transition 

to, and the Salvation Army Adult Resource Centre was never 

an option for them.  

Mr. Speaker, what are the plans for this building now that 

has been sitting empty for almost a year? Has this government 

considered turning it into a halfway house for women leaving 

the correctional system? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I appreciate the question. I 

completely agree and have had conversations for more than 

several years regarding the opportunities for women to have a 

location similar to that of the Yukon Adult Resource Centre. As 

a matter of fact, many years further back than that, when I did 

not have this job, it was a concern and a priority for me and a 

number of people who work in the justice system.  

It is entirely appropriate that the Department of Justice 

explore options whereby women would also be provided with 

similar services. It is not something that has been done for the 

last 15 years, or maybe even 30 years. Frankly, Mr. Speaker, it 

is a gap in the services that have been provided to date and is 

something that we are focused on and intend to improve.  

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Kent: We asked this question last week and didn’t 

get an answer, so I will try again here today. Airports across the 

world have taken actions to improve sanitation and address 

health risks in response to COVID-19.  

Some have stationed health officers full time to monitor 

arrivals and check for signs of illness among arriving 

passengers. Others have installed temperature sensors to detect 

fever. Some airlines now require travellers to fill out forms to 

outline their recent travel history, and in some countries, people 

who have travelled from high-risk areas are being quarantined 

and tested immediately on arrival. Yukon also, of course, has 

an international airport that is quite busy, especially during the 

summer months.  

What are the current health screening procedures at Erik 

Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport, and does the 

government plan to make changes tailored around monitoring 

the health of our arrivals? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Coronavirus, of course, is top of 

mind for many Yukoners, and it’s important to remember that 

the risk in the Yukon and Canada is considered low and that 

there have been no confirmed cases in the Yukon.  

As far as the airport is concerned, currently we have no 

international flights coming into Whitehorse International 

Airport. We were preparing for that eventuality when the Arctic 

Winter Games were going to go ahead, but right now, we don’t 

have any current international flights coming into Whitehorse. 

We are working with our partners in the provinces and federally 

to find out and put in place the most appropriate measures to 

make sure that Whitehorse airport is screened for those 

international flights when they come into Whitehorse sometime 

in May.  

Mr. Kent: As we’ve noted previously, travel restrictions 

and warnings have been issued about travel in the most affected 

areas. Across Canada, businesses and organizations are 

beginning to restrict business travel to these areas as well. The 

Yukon government undertakes a lot of travel for meetings, 

conferences, and international conventions. However, in light 

of the decisions made by public health officials and, in some 

cases, proactively by Canadian businesses, has the government 

given thought to what it is going to do about government travel?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Health authorities are regularly 

updating that assessment, and Yukoners will be informed of 

any changes. We are working with the medical officers of 

health to make sure that our processes are in line with other 

Canadian jurisdictions. We will continue to consult with our 

medical professionals to make sure that we’re making the right 

decisions on behalf of Yukoners. That’s within our government 

as well as outside the government.  

Mr. Kent: So, across the country, we’ve seen several 

universities and high schools announce that they were 

cancelling school trips as a result of the spread of COVID-19. 
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For example, the University of Calgary has suspended travel 

for all students and non-academic staff to several countries 

overseas until September as the coronavirus continues to 

spread.  

A high school in Halifax has also cancelled international 

student trips. Usually around this time of the year, schools plan 

academic trips, sometimes internationally, such as battlefield 

tours.  

I know there is travel planned for Yukon students this year, 

but will the concerns around coronavirus have an impact on this 

travel? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: The member opposite is asking lots of 

good questions about specific agencies. I’ll reiterate that 

coronavirus is definitely on top of mind for many, many 

Yukoners. It’s very important to remember that the risk in 

Yukon and in Canada is currently low and that we have no 

confirmed cases in Yukon. Health authorities are regularly 

updating the assessment, and Yukoners will be informed if that 

changes. 

To answer the members opposite’s questions, basically, in 

a nutshell, government departments and agencies are currently 

working together to prepare and to ensure a coordinated effort, 

working effectively in response, and we are regularly working 

with our federal and provincial counterparts and territorial 

jurisdictions as well as part of a coordinated, pan-Canadian 

response. Yukon’s chief medical officer of health is leading all 

activities related to coronavirus preparedness. We are prepared. 

We have a plan should this virus be detected here. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed. 

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
Second Reading — adjourned debate 

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 203, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver; adjourned debate, Mr. Hassard.  

 

Mr. Hassard: It’s an honour to rise today to respond to 

the 2020-21 budget as presented by the Premier.  

I would like to begin by thanking the constituents of the 

most remarkable riding on the planet, of course, which is Pelly-

Nisutlin. I knew the Minister of Community Services would 

like that one. I just thank them for continuing to entrust me with 

being here on their behalf today.  

I would also like to thank my family, of course, for all of 

their continued support. Some days certainly are rougher than 

others, and I know that all members of the Assembly appreciate 

the support from their families and know just how important it 

is to have that support.  

Mr. Speaker, in regard to the budget, I would like to begin 

on a positive note. I’m certainly happy to see the government 

finally living up to their platform commitment on cutting the 

small business tax. I’m also happy to see the government 

making investments, particularly in my riding, with projects 

such as water and street upgrades in Faro, completing the 

lagoon in Ross River, as well as the commitment of a new 

swimming pool in that community. As we all know, the current 

pool is in quite a state of disrepair. 

We know that the government has continued to make 

unfulfilled promises on paving the Campbell Highway between 

Faro and Ross River. I and my constituents wait patiently to see 

if this latest announcement will actually lead to any work being 

done — and we hope that it will. 

Another thing for Ross River — I have questions for the 

government regarding their proposed spending on the Ross 

River school. In the Premier’s budget speech, he made mention 

of working with the Ross River Dena Council and the 

community to move forward with building a new school, yet 

when I look through the five-year capital concept, I don’t see 

any mention of a new school, but rather monies for remediation 

of the old school. I guess that begs the question: Is the 

government throwing good money after bad? 

Mr. Speaker, we did move south a little to Teslin, my neck 

of the woods. We see a new fire hall in the budget — certainly 

appreciated — and we also see continued movement on the 

Nisutlin Bay bridge replacement. Both of these projects are 

very important not only to the community of Teslin but to the 

Yukon as a whole. Obviously, the highway has a great effect 

on our territory. 

I would like to spend a few minutes to talk about a few of 

the things that I think are missing from the budget. Last year, 

there was a proposed new fire hall in Faro. Unfortunately, it 

came in overbudget, and it was one of the projects that the 

government decided to cancel. 

I thought that the government was working with the 

community to revamp the plans and ensure that the fire hall 

would move ahead. Unfortunately, I don’t see it in the budget 

or in the five-year capital concept, so I am left wondering what 

happened to that fire hall. 

As well, Mr. Speaker, we know that this is the fourth 

budget for this Liberal government, and they continue to say 

that there is going to be money for new RCMP stations, but we 

still haven’t seen that commitment come to fruition either. We 

know that Faro would dearly love to have a new building, as 

the one that they have been working out of for the last few years 

is certainly beyond a state of anything that I think any of us 

would like to have to work in on a daily basis. 

If I could move on, Mr. Speaker, to Resource Gateway 

funding — in 2017 we saw Prime Minister Trudeau travel to 

the Yukon and have great fanfare and photo ops, and he 

promised Yukoners millions of dollars in our resource access 

roads, but we have seen very little transpire since that time. I 

guess it just proves to Yukoners again that we have a 

government that is more interested in photo ops than actually 

producing results.  

We know that, at the time the money was committed, it 

was to be spent by the end of 2024, but to date, very little of the 

$112 million has actually been spent, and according to the five-

year capital concept, the maximum allowed spending by the 

end of 2024 adds up to only $49 million. I guess it begs the 

questions: Where is this additional $60-plus million? Are we 
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going to lose it? Other questions around that are: Why were 

agreements not in place with the affected First Nations before 

the announcement was made? The government talked about the 

great relationships that they had with the First Nations, and here 

we are some three years later, and we still haven’t seen any of 

these projects come to fruition. I think that these are important 

questions, and Yukoners certainly deserve answers to them. 

Mr. Speaker, if I could talk about mining for a minute. You 

know, time and again, we talk about the importance of mining 

here in our territory. We all know that it is a fact that mining is 

the cornerstone of our economy and has been for well over 100 

years. It was very concerning to many Yukoners to see the 

Fraser Institute come out with a report showing that Yukon has 

fallen from ninth to 23rd in the world rankings for places to 

invest in the mining industry. Of course, we know and the 

industry knows that this is a direct result of our troubles with 

the permitting process here in the Yukon. It is unfortunate, but 

we have seen major mining companies come into the Yukon a 

few years ago, only to now be pulling out. There were other 

major companies that were hoping to come to the Yukon that 

have chosen not to.  

So, it is interesting when the government comes back from 

Toronto and PDAC and says that, well, people aren’t talking 

about it and that it doesn’t seem to be an issue. I don’t think it 

should be a shock to government that, when companies are 

looking for investors in their Yukon properties, they are not 

going to be out announcing the fact that the permitting process 

is having issues and creating fear among the investors.  

That being said, it is important that the government really 

pull their heads out of the sand and realize that if things don’t 

improve and don’t improve soon, we are going to lose even 

more investors and more potential properties and potential 

projects here in the Yukon. That is very unfortunate. 

In terms of budgeting, the Premier has touted that his 

government has a new and improved way of doing budgets and 

that this improvement was going to do away with 

supplementary budgets. But it appears that this government has 

failed quite miserably in this endeavour as well. Last fall, when 

we actually had time to scrutinize supplementary budgets, the 

government bragged about the fact that there was very little in 

terms of supplementary budgets. Just a few short months later, 

we see the largest supplementary request in history. So, 

obviously, the government needs to do a lot more work in that 

area too. 

Another interesting thing about this budget is that the 

Premier had boasted about providing a budget with a 

$4.1-million surplus and brought Yukon back to a surplus a 

year ahead of schedule. The interesting part about that is that 

the only reason we see a surplus for this year is because of a 

last-minute injection of $25 million-plus from the federal 

government. It didn’t appear anywhere last fall in the 

government’s projected revenue from the federal government. 

Yukoners deserve to know that the reality is that, had the 

federal government not come through with this $25 million-

plus, Yukon would have been looking at a budget with a 

$21-million deficit. I think it’s pretty rich that the Premier and 

this government continue to spread the story of being a fiscally 

responsible government when that, in fact, isn’t the case at all. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that we have spoken at great length 

this afternoon about the coronavirus, but I would like to just 

take a few minutes to talk about that again, if I could, please. 

We have all thanked the coaches, the athletes, the staff, and 

numerous volunteers who had worked so hard to be prepared 

for the 50th anniversary of the 2020 Arctic Winter Games, and 

our hearts go out to all of those involved due to the cancelling 

of the games. It’s devastating to places as small as the Yukon 

to have to cancel such an amazing event, especially so close to 

the opening ceremonies, but I think that one thing it does is that 

it really brings the reality of this coronavirus home. It really hits 

home, because we see these types of things happening 

throughout the world in various different places, but we always 

seem to have the idea that it is not going to come here and it is 

not going to affect us. 

In saying that, I think that one of the worst things that can 

happen is for people, governments, or anyone to create 

unnecessary fear or panic, but the flip side to that coin is for 

people to ignore something like this, because everyone needs 

to be prepared. In the past several days, we have seen the Bank 

of Canada and the United States Federal Reserve take 

significant action to help mitigate the impacts on our economy. 

We have seen G7 finance ministers meet to develop a unified 

response, and the federal government has announced that their 

upcoming budget will have measures to protect the economy 

from any fallout. We have also heard a couple of times today 

that we know the federal government has forecasted a drop of 

at least $550 million in tourism revenue from the Chinese 

market alone by June, but the problem here is that this Liberal 

government doesn’t appear to be doing the necessary planning 

for Yukoners.  

We see no money currently in the budget for planning. We 

have had the Deputy Premier tell us today that we don’t need 

money in the budget for planning because we have the largest 

budget in history, so why would we need individual line items 

for things? 

We have seen the Premier tell the local media that he is not 

interested in answering questions about what he calls 

“speculation”, but unfortunately, we have gone past the point 

of speculation. Yukoners truly do deserve a government that 

will answer the tough questions, and they deserve a government 

that really will plan for the well-being of Yukoners’ health as 

well as the well-being of our economy here in the territory. 

This is why today I brought forward the motion to the floor 

of this Assembly to create an all-party committee to examine 

and address adverse economic effects from COVID-19. It 

really is unfortunate that the Liberal government used their 

majority to vote this idea down. They voted against the idea of 

all working together. It’s just another example of this Premier, 

who has said many times that he was willing to take good ideas 

from all sides of the floor, but yet again, we see that this is all 

talk and no action. It is certainly unfortunate. 

It was also interesting that the Deputy Premier spoke to the 

motion this afternoon. He told us that he was here to answer 

questions on behalf of Yukoners, but we just got through 
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Question Period 10 minutes ago and we certainly didn’t receive 

any answers on behalf of Yukoners again today. It was more 

about how they have a plan, but they are not going to tell us 

what the plan is. It really is unfortunate, and I had hoped that 

something like this, where all three parties could work together 

for the betterment of the entire territory, would have been a 

good thing. Again, I guess I shouldn’t be surprised, because it 

appears to me that this is a government that is more interested 

in shiny objects and big numbers than planning for Yukoners 

and actually trying to work together on behalf of Yukoners.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will take my seat. I am happy to 

hear what other members of the Legislature have to say and 

give them an opportunity to raise their comments and concerns 

regarding the budget that is before us. 

 

Mr. Gallina: Mr. Speaker, before I get into the 

important details of this budget, I just wanted to take this 

opportunity to also recognize some of the challenges that we 

have been facing recently in the territory. The decision to 

cancel the 2020 Arctic Winter Games has had a significant 

impact on our community.  

As leaders of the territory, I believe it’s important for us to 

ensure that we hold one another up and also take care of 

ourselves. 

As someone who has worked on multiple Arctic Winter 

Games, I know all too well the impact that this decision is 

having on volunteers, games staff and organizers, cultural 

performers, the business community, coaches, athletes, and 

supporters. Just in my household alone, we have six supporters, 

three volunteers, and one athlete, and this weekend was 

particularly trying for us, but there are already talks about ways 

that we can celebrate all the work that has been done to prepare 

for these games, whether it’s smaller sports, hosting mock 

meets, gymnastics, and parents coming together for potlucks, 

athletes still receiving their uniforms — which they can wear 

with pride in this territory — and volunteers celebrating the 

work that they have done.  

Here in the territory, we find ways to celebrate our 

diversity and the challenges that we have been faced with. I’m 

confident that we’ll move forward together in a fashion that will 

give Yukoners confidence that we understand the priorities of 

Yukoners in the territory, and we will continue to show 

leadership as we transition into this new reality that we’re all 

facing. 

Mr. Speaker, as I read through this budget, and as I hear 

from the Premier in his address, I see how this budget reflects 

the promises and commitments made by this Liberal caucus 

toward sound financial management and fiscal responsibility 

on behalf of this government and on behalf of Yukoners. It’s 

representative of a growing population, an expanding territory, 

a diversified economy, and a commitment to investing in 

Yukoners while maintaining financial viability. 

This budget tabled includes a surplus of $4.1 million, and 

for the third consecutive year where main estimates have been 

tabled, it includes a five-year capital plan. This exemplifies the 

commitment this government has made to prudent fiscal 

management, openness, and transparency with our stakeholders 

and the citizens of Yukon. 

As I listen to the Premier table this budget, I reflect on the 

commitments this government made to supporting First 

Nations, municipalities, and the private sector. I reflect on the 

decisions to put Yukoners first with a reduced small business 

tax rate to zero percent. This reduction on small business tax 

will save Yukoners over $2 million each year. Expanding the 

business investment tax credit will also enable more 

investments to support Yukon businesses.  

Sustainability — it’s a word that signifies forward 

thinking, anticipation, and long-term strategy. Much like our 

renewable energy plan and our goals to tackle climate change, 

this budget is about sustainability. I would like to spend a few 

moments highlighting particular areas that focus on 

sustainability and long-term strategy here in this budget.  

I heard the Premier indicate that money has been allocated 

to advance planning for a new elementary school in Whistle 

Bend. The Whistle Bend school is an important project for my 

constituents and for Yukoners throughout the territory. I have 

been advocating for this on behalf of my constituents since I 

was elected as a member of this Legislative Assembly and I’m 

proud to see this continue to move forward.  

This new school will provide more access to education 

facilities for families with young children living in the vicinity 

and it will alleviate some school capacity pressures in 

neighbouring schools. It will also have a positive influence on 

land and asset values in the neighbourhood and it will support 

teachers by helping to maintain healthy classroom sizes.  

I heard the Premier say that planning for the school 

involved the engagement of neighbourhood residents, the 

Kwanlin Dün First Nation, the Ta’an Kwäch’än Council, and 

the City of Whitehorse. This is another prime example of how 

this government is working with Yukoners through 

reconciliation with First Nations and working directly with 

other governments to ensure that the priorities of everyone are 

considered when planning for the education of our future 

generations.  

I would also like to highlight the development of the new 

French language school in Riverdale. I heard the Premier say 

that the school was ahead of schedule for construction and 

completion is anticipated for this fall. I’m proud to learn this 

and it means this government is continuing a proactive 

approach to project management. It means that fiscal 

responsibility is a priority and that sustainability isn’t just a 

word being used to receive unwarranted attention. This 

government isn’t just changing the landscape for Yukoners; it’s 

fundamentally changing the way government operates and 

prioritizes responsibility.  

I heard the Premier say that this budget is not about flash. 

He wasn’t kidding. Members of this House, there is nothing 

flashy about sewage lagoons or energy retrofits, but these types 

of infrastructure developments and upgrades that are being 

highlighted in this budget today are vital to ensuring that each 

and every one of us in Yukon are moving forward on a clear 

path — one that is conscious of our future health — be it mental 
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or physical — and one that is sustainable — be it our energy 

requirements or management of our resources.  

Mr. Speaker, this budget is setting a precedent for change 

that promises to have direct positive influences and impacts on 

Yukoners. These changes will resonate for years to come. One 

of the major priorities of this budget is to deliver programs and 

services that focus on healthy and happy living. Supporting 

recreational activities is important to myself, to my family, and 

to my constituents. Many Yukoners have growing families, and 

amenities go a long way to improving overall happiness and 

community participation.  

We want to provide an environment where creativity and 

artistic talent are encouraged and nurtured. Support for outdoor 

activities such as the upgrades to the skateboard park will 

provide much-needed facility facelifts for the community and 

provide new opportunities for adolescents and young children 

to explore their creative gifts. Whether it’s a young child 

making their first attempt at traversing a bowl on four wheels 

or teenagers exploring artistic talents through spray paint, 

skateboard parks across the world are gathering places for 

imaginative youth to express themselves.  

Mr. Speaker, a new state-of-the-art track and field facility 

at F.H. Collins school will support all students, not just those 

attending F.H. Collins, with opportunities to push and explore 

their physical limitations. These are not just investments in 

infrastructure and programming. No, it goes without saying: 

Physical activity is paramount for ensuring a healthy life. It’s 

crucial for positive mental health status and it aids in avoiding 

future health issues. These are investments in Yukoners. These 

are investments in our future. This year, we are celebrating the 

victories of some of our local athletes — Dylan Cozens and his 

victory with Team Canada at the World Junior hockey 

championships and Brandon Cormier with his gold medal 

victory at the X Games Aspen 2020.  

Too often, there is more that can be done to expose and 

nurture the talents of our youth. This is why I’m happy to hear 

about the planned upgrades for the Polarettes Gymnastics Club. 

Mr. Speaker, the Polarettes Gymnastics Club has increased 

membership from 500 in 2014-15 to just under a thousand in 

2017-18, which is approximately 15 percent of Yukon’s entire 

youth population. This club supports 22 national coaching 

certification program coaches, 10 Gymnastics Canada coach 

and training program coaches and 29 women in coaching. 

These programs and achievements are to be celebrated, and 

with a new gymnastics facility, we can expect the success of 

this club to continue to grow.  

Mr. Speaker, in moving through the budget, we know that 

housing demand has increased steadily in Yukon over the years. 

While 350 new housing units have been introduced across the 

territory since 2018, there is still a shortage that is being 

addressed. This budget is committing $9 million for a 47-unit 

mixed-housing project in downtown Whitehorse. It also 

includes funding for new multi-unit mixed-housing projects in 

the communities of Carcross and Old Crow. With that, this 

year, $27 million will be invested into Whistle Bend lot 

development. This government will be releasing 200 new lots 

in the Whistle Bend subdivision, including the first commercial 

lots in the neighbourhood. The release of these lots will go a 

long way toward relieving pressure on existing housing 

markets. They are expected to positively affect rental prices as 

supply and demand balance out over time.  

Mr. Speaker, adding to these investments, $3.6 million has 

been allocated to the housing initiative fund as well. This is 

what a proactive approach to the housing crisis looks like. We 

are not only addressing the present concerns, we are also 

making strategic long-term investments for the future as well. 

Mr. Speaker, aging in place is an increasing concern 

among our senior residents. Many have expressed a desire to 

stay in their home or in their community as long as possible — 

understandably so. I heard the Premier make a commitment of 

$500,000 to expand the home care program. For the seniors not 

just in my riding but all over Yukon, this will go a long way in 

providing the necessary comforts as they venture closer to the 

next journey of their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, this government committed to making life 

more affordable for Yukoners. It is investing in affordable 

housing, reducing the small business tax to zero, and increasing 

the minimum wage for Yukoners by an additional $1 per hour. 

This is all while delivering a surplus budget. This government 

is not just making promises; it is delivering tangible, 

sustainable — it’s doing this in impactful ways.  

As I bring this address to a close, I want to reiterate and 

highlight some of the key points of this budget. Finalizing a 

climate change, energy, and green economy strategy for Yukon 

is one of the most ambitious, important, and impactful things 

that we can do as a government for securing our future. It is 

vital for ensuring that the generations after us have the best 

chances for success in our ever-changing world. An investment 

of $1 million to begin implementation of this 10-year strategy 

will go a long way to improving the quality of life of everyone 

for years to come. 

The investment of $29 million for climate change, energy, 

and green economy projects will create sustainable and 

renewable energy options for Yukoners while providing 

employment and training opportunities for the foreseeable 

future. 

$120 million over four years for energy-efficient retrofits 

for residential, commercial, and institutional buildings 

throughout Yukon will help to ensure that the power we 

generate for our citizens to heat their homes and businesses will 

be used more effectively and efficiently, ultimately reducing 

operational costs for everyone. It will help us to reduce our 

carbon footprint, save Yukoners’ money, and reduce load 

requirements on our energy grids. 

Mr. Speaker, we have the third-lowest unemployment rate 

in Canada. We have a strong, diverse economy, and we have 

shifted our perspective to focus on all aspects of health, whether 

it is working with partners to develop regulations in models of 

care for midwifery, providing operational funding to Queer 

Society Yukon, developing an action plan to address 

LGBTQ2S+ rights, or developing inclusive and discrimination-

free legislation and workplaces in the territory. 

Mr. Speaker, we are actively working to ensure that all 

members of our society are not just heard, but they are 
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respected, included, and supported. That is why we are 

introducing legislation to ban conversion therapy in Yukon. 

This government ran on a promise to work with and 

support Yukon First Nations. Reconciliation is something that 

we work toward each and every day. We are funding the 

development of Yukon’s strategy on missing and murdered 

indigenous women and girls and supporting violence 

prevention initiatives in Yukon communities to help address 

violence against aboriginal women. 

The progress that we have made and continue to make is a 

national example for other jurisdictions on what reconciliation 

really means, because it is not just about consultation. It is 

about fostering healthy government-to-government 

relationships. It is about breaking down the barriers on 

perspective between the government and citizens. It is about 

understanding that we are all working toward the same goals — 

a happy and healthy place to call home. That is what this 

government is about and that is what this budget is about. 

 

Mr. Istchenko: I would like to start by, of course — I 

have been looking forward, actually, to my response to the 

budget today, but I wholeheartedly want to thank my wife and 

kids, my family, and my friends for the support. 

Without them, it would make this job so much more 

difficult. It’s so great to have them in my life. Also, I would be 

very remiss if I didn’t thank my constituents of the great riding 

of Kluane, from the Takhini River bridge north on the Alaska 

Highway to Beaver Creek and to all those south along the 

Haines Road, one of the largest, most diverse ridings in the 

Yukon. 

In the riding of Kluane, we have three First Nations, a 

municipality, and many small communities. Each is different in 

its own way, but all have wonderful community spirit. Meeting 

with many of them on a regular basis, one can see why they are 

so dedicated to living there and have so much love for the 

Kluane area. 

Over the past few years, I’m starting to hear something — 

more and more sentiment toward the Liberal government’s lack 

of attention to the Kluane riding. I’m going to concentrate some 

of my budget response to these issues and give a little bit of an 

update from earlier discussions in the House. 

First of all, I want to talk a little bit about Highways and 

Public Works and Shakwak. Before I start this, I want to remind 

the Minister of Highways and Public Works that, yes, 

Destruction Bay, Burwash, and Beaver Creek are in the Yukon. 

They are not constituents of Alaska. I was just floored when he 

said that. 

When you have a road that is built on permafrost, cutting 

budgets to the road and its maintenance has a long-term effect. 

You just need to drive the north Alaska Highway to see that this 

is happening. Closing a grader station for the summer and 

tasking other grader stations with twice the work with less 

employees only brings you less maintenance and creates long-

term systemic issues. The Liberal government should not be 

cutting front-end services. It is about public safety. 

This Liberal government promised seasonally tendered 

contracts by March 31 of each year. It looks like now, because 

they couldn’t stick to that promise, they had to revoke it. 

Instead, the Premier now promises to tender projects at the right 

time, or he makes reference to procurement strategies. 

Mr. Speaker, that’s not how you do it. We have a section of 

road in Mendenhall that is a product of the Liberals’ failed 

procurement. It was tendered late and was only half-finished. 

The road is gravel, rough, and it’s unsafe, and I wonder what 

condition it will be in when spring comes and things start to 

melt. I put a motion on the floor on the first day about this issue. 

We have had brushing contracts come out in the middle of 

winter when it’s 40 below. With all the excess snow and the 

cold temperatures, the cost for this just goes up, but I can 

guarantee — I’m sure the department officials warned the 

minister that this isn’t the way they should be contracting, but 

it probably fell on deaf ears. 

When it comes to federal water and sewer money for 

Haines Junction, I see there are dollars in the budget for phase 

3 and 4, but if it’s not tendered now, the Liberal government 

will face the same problems as they encountered in their first 

year in government. They will tender so late, we will miss the 

season, which means money spent and jobs lost. You can call 

that false budgeting.  

I went through the budget this weekend and looked at the 

five-year capital plan and it’s never the same. You would think 

the five-year capital plan — what was in it last year for this year 

would be in it this year. I don’t know what that is; it’s a 

colouring exercise or something. It seems to be quite the 

Liberal trend.  

In this year’s budget, we see money going forward for a 

Burwash school. That is great. This school is a product of the 

previous Yukon Party government commitment. The issue that 

I’m hearing from constituents is that $12- to $18 million has 

been budgeted for the building of this school. Mr. Speaker, 

where did this number come from? There has been $50,000 

allocated in the past three years for determining what is 

required going forward for the construction of this school, and 

every year, this amount is pushed down the road. This should 

have been done by now. It’s not done.  

I also have constituents who are frustrated with the 

inability to voice their ideas and concerns, as no one from the 

Liberal government will meet with them. There has been no 

planning done to date on this school — and yet the government 

is able to budget for the school? Perhaps get the planning done 

and then focus on the budget — and the planning should have 

been done. 

Again, switching gears to the bullying policy in schools, 

this still has not been implemented. I met with the Porter Creek 

Secondary Gender and Sexuality Alliance a few months ago 

who are frustrated with the Liberal government’s handling of 

bullying. We spoke of their concerns around bullying and the 

government’s handling of bullying in this school and others, 

and I hope there is money in this budget to get this bullying 

policy implemented. It’s not accepted at any level and needs to 

be standardized throughout our Yukon schools.  

I want to talk a bit about land planning. The previous 

Yukon Party government changed land titles so First Nations 

could now register and develop land. This was very important. 
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I’m so excited to see Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 

moving forward with the development of what I believe is a 50-

lot subdivision in Haines Junction. Kluane First Nation is 

looking to develop a subdivision also.  

In the Premier’s budget speech, he mentioned legislative 

changes to allow for more registration of category A and B 

land. I hope this is done in a timely manner and that it does not 

affect this land development. I know that they would like to 

move forward with this.  

It also begs me to wonder about local area planning along 

the Alaska Highway from Haines Junction to Takhini. I believe 

it has been four years since the previous government signed the 

agreement. What’s happening — with a big question mark — 

what’s happening? It seems to be stalled. Every year, I ask and 

get the same answer: “We’re working on it.” This needs to get 

done so land can be developed so we can grow and stimulate 

economic development.  

Also, I think the minister promised residents in Destruction 

Bay and Burwash a meeting. They are still waiting. It is so that 

they can provide input into more land availability. There are 

zero lots available in that area. 

This is also concerning to the riding — I wrote a letter to 

the ministers of Highways and Public Works and Energy, 

Mines and Resources on October 23 about the government 

closing all gravel pits. Gravel pits are co-managed by Highways 

and Public Works and Energy, Mines and Resources for public, 

commercial, and government use. It has been working fine. I 

still haven’t received a response. I sure hope the ministers are 

not still planning on closing all these pits, because it is going to 

be very hard for landowners and First Nations developing their 

lots to get anything done if they can’t access material to build. 

Last year, I was corresponding with the minister with 

regard to the community club folding in Beaver Creek due to 

volunteer burnout. This resulted in the swimming pool being 

closed last summer. This is important for our communities. In 

this year’s budget, I see a new pool in Pelly Crossing and Ross 

River, but I would hope that — because Community Services 

does the hiring and provides the funds for the positions of 

lifeguards and the good Property Management folks do the 

maintenance of the pool in Beaver Creek — it can be open this 

summer and that the minister can make this happen.  

Speaking of pools — I will stick with that — the pool in 

Haines Junction was closed last year because of structural 

issues. There was an earthquake. The Minister of Highways and 

Public Works will understand — because I put a lot of work 

into the Blanchard camp for the damage. The rumour around 

town was that there was $20 million for a new one. There is a 

local online petition with over 600 signatures on it asking the 

Village of Haines Junction to move forward with this project, 

but I can’t seem to find those dollars in this largest-ever budget. 

Many constituents are very disappointed with the 

government’s handling of non-profit groups, especially Many 

Rivers. Mental health is an issue and the minister’s wellness 

hubs are not enough. I hope work will be done with any 

community organization that steps up with an offer to amplify 

mental health services, particularly for those clients who may 

not feel that government support is the best fit for them. I have 

had many conversations with many of them and they are 

frustrated.  

One of those most important things, of course, is taking 

care of our seniors. Our local seniors have still not seen the 

minister or the Premier. The Liberal government committed to 

seniors facilities in communities. Haines Junction appears to 

not be included in this commitment.  

I would be remiss — and this will be an issue that is 

concerning to you also — if I didn’t mention the issue of 

hunting and regulation change proposals. Yukoners are actually 

worried that, with this Liberal government, in the direction they 

are going, hunters will lose their ability to actually hunt in the 

Yukon. This is what I’m hearing. For the past few months, the 

cost to Yukoners with this is very, very concerning.  

I want to talk a little bit about COVID-19. First of all, I 

want to talk about the motion that was put on the floor today 

and it has to do with budgeting. This is my budget response, 

and budgets need to be tweaked for major issues that happen. 

Two weekends ago, I was at a community function at 

Champagne and I was talking to some tourism people who run 

tours. They were dealing with this issue. They were talking 

about clients who they were accepting and clients who they 

weren’t accepting. They were starting to prepare for this. It got 

me wondering, “What are the government’s thoughts on this 

one?” It has been in the media for a month and a half. Every 

time you turn the TV on, it’s one of the first things they talk 

about.  

So, I waited. I waited all week. It came to Question Period, 

and we asked a couple of questions in Question Period. The 

Premier said the same thing today — low and no confirmed 

cases. That was basically his answer.  

Now, when we put this budget on the floor today to have 

all three parties — equal representation — get together and try 

to help the Yukon on this, we had the Premier get up and say a 

few words. They agreed that we should talk about this motion, 

so they have to get up and speak. The Premier got up and said 

a few words; the Minister of Economic Development got up 

and said a few words; the Minister of Tourism said a few words. 

The one thing that was completely missing was words from our 

Health minister. I haven’t seen a press release out of the 

government offices from upstairs. I saw one earlier and I wrote 

it down here. It was on electric cars. But I haven’t seen a 

statement from the government on this huge issue that’s 

worldwide.  

Mr. Speaker, in Question Period, we spoke. My wife and I 

watched it. The Premier on national television on Friday and in 

a span of — you heard earlier today — something drastically 

changed, but there were no comments out of the government. 

Do you know what? The government — this government and 

this — what did I say earlier — largest budget ever is where the 

money comes from for our health care. There should be a 

statement coming out of this government and from the Health 

minister.  

One of the things that I didn’t hear today that much when 

all rose and spoke about this motion today was about senior 

citizens — senior citizens and those with compromised immune 

systems. I have the opportunity to travel somewhere later this 
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week and I’m not going. My wife has a compromised immune 

system.  

I know it’s hard, and it was hard to cancel the Arctic Winter 

Games, and I’m with everybody else. I know what it’s like to 

train as an athlete. I have coached; I’ve done that too. It’s so 

disappointing, but when it comes to seniors, all you need to do 

is be someone like me who is in the public all the time as an 

elected official and going to events and take this home and give 

my wife a hug. Her immune system can’t deal with this. Mine 

can — I’m fairly healthy — but hers can’t. 

The seniors at the seniors complex that I so often go and 

visit — we need to take this seriously. It is serious, and it’s very 

important to Yukoners. I’m going to leave that there. 

I want to speak a little bit about the time change. I’m so 

happy to see that the government actually came out and 

consulted. First things first, AYC needs to be thanked for 

bringing it to the attention, and this side, the Yukon Party, put 

a lot of effort into bringing motions forward that were basically 

watered down quite a few times, but I see that Yukoners are 

happy to get rid of the time change. I hope that British 

Columbia and other jurisdictions are still in the conversation 

and that this isn’t something that we’ve done and no one else is 

going to do. 

For the last few months — in my final statement — the 

cost to Yukoners for items of necessity has been brought up by 

my constituents. We talk about this all the time. We don’t have 

the luxury of being at Walmart in five minutes to pick up what 

you need, go home, and get a great deal on it. We don’t have 

that luxury in rural Yukon. Fuel prices are some of the highest 

in the country, and they don’t seem to be going down. They 

have gone down everywhere else in the country, but not up 

here. For someone who lives in Beaver Creek who needs 

supplies, that’s huge. 

Electricity prices are climbing. Some people are reporting 

bills that have tripled in a month. Food prices increase, and fees 

are going up. Thanks to the carbon tax, everything has become 

more expensive. In rural Yukon — and we have said this 

a million times — Yukoners do not have an option at all.  

The Premier’s budget talks about a changing climate, and 

all he is doing to address it is — what Yukoners see — a 

government that buys its biomass from British Columbia logs 

when it could be getting it from my riding. It tenders contracts 

for heating upgrades to government buildings like schools — 

looking for a propane heating system — but they come out and 

say, “Oh no, all new buildings will have biomass.” It’s a 

government that trucks fuel from the south, load after load, to 

fill these rented generators so we can keep the lights on. 

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon needs a government that supports 

Yukoners, using our own resources to create economic 

opportunities, to create power, and to create local partnerships. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier, there’s a growing 

sentiment that there’s lots of talk from this Liberal government 

but not much action, and what little action there is just makes 

things harder to get by. 

Once again, my constituents of the great riding of Kluane, 

I am honoured to serve you — I always am. I was on the phone 

all morning with somebody with feral horse issues. I look 

forward to serving you the best I can, and I thank you for your 

support. 

 

Mr. Hutton: Thank you, Mr. Acting Chair, for this 

opportunity to reply to the budget speech. I would like to begin 

by saying a truly sincere and heartfelt thank you and mahsi’ cho 

to all the good folks out there in the Mayo-Tatchun riding for 

all their support and encouragement over the past three-and-a-

half years. Thank you also to my family and especially my wife. 

I could not do this without her support. Without all of these 

people, I would not be here today pushing forward solutions to 

the problems that our community faces. 

I want to acknowledge that the Mayo-Tatchun riding is 

encompassed by the traditional territories of the Na-Cho Nyäk 

Dun, Selkirk, and Little Salmon Carmacks First Nations. I 

would say that their land makes up the largest and most 

beautiful riding, among many beautiful areas in our Yukon, and 

I am privileged to be welcomed and living on it for all these 

years. 

I also want to thank the Premier for the excellent budget. 

Believe me, he doesn’t hear that every year. I am truly grateful 

for the continued focus on improving the well-being of our 

citizens in our rural communities. For many years, we saw little 

or no investment in our small rural communities. We certainly 

have a lot of work left to do, but I am very encouraged by the 

progress that our Liberal government has made since taking 

office. Investing in our water supply and distribution systems 

is critical and, again, is not flashy, but it’s absolutely critical for 

the well-being of our communities and for their continued 

health and wellness. Seeing investments being made in water 

and sewer infrastructure in Mayo, Pelly, and Carmacks as well 

as ensuring that residents in Keno City have access to safe, 

clean drinking water is very encouraging. These are some of the 

most valuable investments that can be made. Clean water is a 

human right, not a privilege. This government recognizes that 

and is taking steps to make sure that all Yukoners have safe, 

potable water for daily consumption and use. 

Community recreation facilities are another very critical 

component of health and well-being for our communities as a 

way of providing healthy, alternative activities for our youth. 

Our government is investing $3.75 million this year to 

complete the new arena in Carmacks. Mayo is receiving 

$2 million to upgrade our existing hockey arena. There is 

$2 million going into a swimming pool for Pelly Crossing. 

These are three communities that saw very little investment 

over the last 15 years. I am absolutely thrilled that money is 

now being spent in all three of these communities, bringing 

some well-deserved and much-needed recreation opportunities 

for our youth.  

Seeing our government funding these upgrades and 

developments, with the new swimming pool for the residents of 

Pelly Crossing, shows just how important these facilities are. I 

can speak to the challenges facing all of these communities. It 

was in the paper here a couple of weeks ago that there was a 

big drug bust in Mayo. I was absolutely shocked to find out 

what kinds of drugs are making their way into our communities. 

This wasn’t grass — cannabis or pot. These guys were caught 
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with crack, cocaine, crystal methamphetamine, heroin, and 

fentanyl in Mayo. When I grew up in this territory, you couldn’t 

find heroin in Whitehorse. You had to go to Vancouver to get 

it. Now it’s in every community in our territory, and we need 

to do something about that.  

I am really encouraged that, at the very least, our youth are 

going to have some alternatives. There are other things for them 

to do out there. We are building arenas and swimming pools 

and making sure that they have something to do with their time 

besides supporting these parasitic drug dealers that are out 

there. 

In the area of health care, I am glad to see our 

government’s continued support for a nurse practitioner in 

Mayo. Residents were very concerned about losing their 

community doctor, but I am happy to say that the nurse 

practitioner has been a very positive change in bringing 

positive, quality health care to our communities. I am also 

encouraged by the success of this new model of collaborative 

care, and I hope to see it expand to communities like Pelly and 

Carmacks in future years. 

Our north Klondike Highway has been sorely neglected for 

many years. At long last, we are going to see some major 

upgrades over the next 10 years to the tune of $157 million. 

Constituents will be happy to know that geotechnical and 

design work this year will support a new bridge for Crooked 

Creek in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023.  

This year alone, we’ll see $13 million worth of 

construction projects for the north Klondike Highway. I’m also 

very happy to see the Carmacks bypass project going forward. 

These upgrades will increase the quality of the drive for 

Yukoners, businesses, and tourists along the highway. They 

will make the road safe overall and provide a much-needed 

upgrade for frequent drivers, such as myself. 

Our airport in Mayo has finally seen some much-needed 

upgrades as usage continues to grow at this facility, with 

another $1 million to $2 million in planned spending for site 

improvement over 2020-21. Kudos to Air North for the ability 

to fly out of Mayo on an almost daily basis, and I look forward 

to more improvement in the years to come. 

I’m also extremely pleased to see that this year’s budget 

shows our government’s continued support of Yukon First 

Nations. The approval and implementation of the Peel River 

watershed regional plan shows that great things can happen 

when governments work together. Our work to build positive, 

respectful relationships with First Nations is an essential step in 

what will likely be a lifelong journey toward true reconciliation 

with Canada’s first peoples. 

I’m tremendously encouraged by the progress being made 

by First Nations in our territory. First Nation economic 

development corporations are forming new partnerships at an 

astounding rate, creating economic opportunities not just for 

First Nations but all Yukoners. 

I want to give a huge shout-out to Chad Thomas and 

Jordan Profeit for their fantastic achievement of winning 

$400,000 from the Arctic Inspiration Prize. They are also 

receiving an additional $600,000 contribution from the federal 

government to pursue training opportunities in wellness and 

health for wildland firefighters in Yukon. This project aims to 

respond to challenges of mental illness, addiction, and suicide 

among youth and wildland firefighters. The program will 

employ a holistic approach to wellness that can be tailored to 

each participant and address trauma through traditional 

practices, land-based healing, and mentorship based on a 

foundation of traditional knowledge. 

Kudos to everyone involved — a great accomplishment 

indeed for Yukon First Nation firefighters. 

I also want to give a huge shout-out to Geri-Lee Buyck for 

her work as team leader of the Yukon Youth Healthcare 

Summit. Their aim is to address the need to increase the number 

of indigenous Yukoners in post-secondary education, 

particularly in the field of health care. 

They’re exposing the youth to a variety of health care 

professions through a series of multi-day summits in 

partnership with Whitehorse General Hospital. The initial 

phase of the project would have team members travel to Yukon 

high schools to recruit students. The second phase would bring 

these youth interested in health care to Whitehorse to 

participate in the summit, which could include use of the new 

clinical simulation centre. These students will participate in 

workshops hosted by health care professionals and learn about 

paths to a career in health care.  

Congratulations, Geri-Lee. You make our whole 

community proud for winning $100,000 from the Arctic 

Inspiration Prize in the youth category. I truly wish you the 

utmost success as you move this project forward.  

I’m very pleased to see $5 million in new funding allocated 

for wildfire suppression, in addition to funding for fuel 

management and fire mitigation projects, as well as extending 

the regular season for First Nation fire crews. Wildland Fire 

Management is facing new challenges each year with extended 

and more severe fire seasons. Protecting our communities from 

disaster and working on preventive measures is becoming a 

clear priority with this government.  

I’m very pleased to see that wildfire protection plans will 

be developed within the communities in an effort to mitigate 

forest fire risk while creating jobs in the communities and 

among the First Nations.  

First Nations have always played a key role in wildland fire 

in the territory and I’m very happy to see the ever-increasing 

role played by our First Nation firefighters, many of whom I 

have had the pleasure of working with during my career in 

Yukon.  

A final crowning accomplishment — finalizing the Peel 

Watershed Regional Land Use Plan after 15 years of hard 

work. Working with our First Nations to develop sustainable, 

respectful land use plans is essential for securing our future and 

ensuring that reconciliation isn’t just a buzzword.  

Thank you, everyone, for taking the time to listen to me 

today. I look forward to hearing the responses to the budget 

from other members, and I look forward to future opportunities 

to speak and expand on some of the topics I discussed today. 

Thank you and mahsi’ cho.  
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Ms. Van Bibber: As we continue to work on behalf of 

Yukoners and their concerns, I want to give special recognition 

to my constituents in Porter Creek North and thank them for 

their continued support. It is with great pleasure that I serve in 

this Legislative Assembly, and I hope that if you have any 

issues and you need assistance, you will feel free to contact me.  

I too would like to give thanks to my family — especially 

my husband, Pat — for their support and care through my time 

working here. They are my anchor.  

There are many issues facing our world at the moment and 

there are always pressing issues that we must address close to 

home as well. As we move through these interesting times, we 

have expectations of how our economy works and will continue 

to work year after year. With a slowdown or possible stopping 

of travellers to our beautiful territory, we must be prepared for 

the negative impacts that can or could occur. We need to ensure 

that we are aware of the issues that happen around the world 

and the impacts that can impact us on a territorial level. Perhaps 

as we move through the budget debate, the government and the 

Tourism and Culture department should consider refocusing or 

redirecting marketing funds to other areas, such as from 

overseas to the Canadian market, to lessen the impact on our 

many summer businesses.  

With recommendations coming daily and the situation also 

changing daily in each affected country, the stress on our 

tourism businesses could be something more than awful. For an 

operator, it is paying the bills necessary to operate. It is 

employment. It is about supply and it is about just keeping the 

doors open. As someone who worked on the front line for many 

years in a summer tourism business, I know the impact, even 

when the norovirus hit a segment of the cruise ship population. 

Employment will not be as available should the cruise industry 

stop.  

I have raised concerns with this government on behalf of 

my constituents that have been punted down the road or 

ignored. These concerns are with respect to highway safety for 

both motorists and pedestrians. There are a number of residents 

who cross the Alaska Highway at the junction of Birch Street 

and Super A Foods, and the crosswalk is inadequate. Not only 

do they often have to wait for a break in the traffic as there is 

no flashing indicator at this crosswalk, but they are often forced 

to run. 

I have raised this issue with the minister. I have been told 

that this will be addressed when it comes time for that area of 

the highway to be considered for upgrades. Well, the safety 

issue is now, today. The crosswalk sign is in a state of disrepair. 

One of the overhead signs is missing, as one of the posts was 

hit in a vehicle accident. The fix? Well, the government put a 

small sign on the post to indicate that there was a crosswalk. 

The crosswalk at 17th Avenue and the Alaska Highway also 

needs attention. It has a missing sign, and when heading south 

on the highway, a driver is greeted with a lightbulb — no sign. 

Both of these crosswalks, located along a major highway, 

should have pedestrian-operated flashing lights for their safety 

and for the safety of motorists. This should be done sooner than 

later, and I would say that all of us in this House would not like 

to see anyone hurt. 

The other issue directly in my riding is the youth home at 

22 Wann Road. We would like to have an update on this 

important part of the youth care initiative that was put in place 

to help aging-out-of-care youth. The questions are many, but as 

we get into the department’s budget, we will have those 

questions on the cost, the workings, and the programs of the 

facility. 

The budget also speaks to lot availability and affordability 

as Whitehorse continues to need more affordable homes and 

lots and affordable rental units. In Porter Creek, the solution has 

been infilling and lot subdivision, which happens regularly. The 

impact on neighbourhoods is changing. Density is encouraged, 

but it is causing parking issues and crowding, and I can see this 

also happening in the new Whistle Bend. We will be asking 

questions in this budget about where these affordable, available 

lots and homes are in order to help our constituents. 

The times that we get to speak to a budget can be limiting, 

and we hope to ensure that we can get the answers, as Yukoners 

deserve to know where the money that is allocated is actually 

spent. Big numbers look great on a budget; however, it has been 

very difficult to get an actual cost number for specific items and 

for what is actually spent where. There are fewer line items to 

show where dollars are allocated.  

 “Open and transparent” is a wonderful phrase; however, if 

it is not easy to follow in the budget documents, how is a typical 

Yukoner going to know the flow of revenue and expenses of 

this government? 

 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I am pleased to have this opportunity 

to respond to the 2020-21 budget presented by the Premier and 

Minister of Finance on behalf of our government on March 5.  

First, I would like to reflect on the support that I receive 

from my family. I hold them up always. They are the reason I 

do anything. I have talked about this previously — when you 

are in these types of positions, you know they’re going to be 

busy, and you know they’re going to be demanding, but the 

time that is often given up first is the time that we have for our 

families and our friends, so trying to create balance within your 

political life is sometimes really challenging. I absolutely love 

and cherish each one of my family members, and I am so 

grateful for their support always and for my friends for 

continuing to invite me, even though oftentimes I have to 

decline and say that I have other duties or responsibilities that 

are really important to Yukoners. I just wanted to say that first. 

I want to turn my attention next to my riding of 

Mountainview. I have such a diverse riding. There is often a lot 

of different, competing needs and issues that are happening 

within Mountainview, but it is an absolute pleasure to represent 

the citizens of Mountainview, to continue to have their voices 

heard, and to respond to the needs. I’m privileged to be that 

voice for Mountainview. I remain committed, and I take my 

duties very seriously.  

Recently, I had an opportunity to meet some of the elders 

at Kwanlin Dün First Nation. They shared their feeling of 

feeling safer in the community.  

I know that it is a direct result of the community safety 

officer program that we’re partnering with, and I thank the 
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Minister of Justice for continuing to hear the priorities of 

Mountainview. I reflect these conversations and direct 

reflections from our elders saying that they feel safer and that 

they are grateful for the changes in the community. I just 

wanted to bring that to the floor of the Legislative Assembly 

today.  

When you go through the Kwanlin Dün community, you 

realize that it has changed, and it’s a direct result of community 

effort, partnership, and upholding our commitment to 

reconciliation with Yukon First Nations. It really shows when 

you go throughout our communities. I’ll reflect a little bit more 

on a recent community tour that I’ve had, but I’m going on into 

other projects within my riding.  

I’m really proud to have worked alongside the Minister of 

Highways and Public Works on the Hillcrest highway upgrades 

and to bring safer crossings for my constituents who live in 

Hillcrest and Valleyview and into Granger and Mountainview. 

A very extensive consultation happened throughout this 

project. It included a specialist panel. I’m eager to see the work 

continue.  

I know that there are still some concerns. We’re continuing 

to look into those and to respond to the requests for more 

information and to help folks understand the significance of this 

project and what it will bring to the residents within all of the 

areas within my riding. I’m hoping to see the work continue 

soon and to deliver on time.  

Also, moving back into the Kwanlin Dün community, it’s 

really working alongside my colleague from Community 

Services on a major infrastructure project that’s happening right 

now in the Kwanlin Dün community around the building of a 

new community hub.  

It is going to bring much-needed infrastructure into the 

community. Again, you only have to drive through the 

community to see all the changes that are happening there, and 

these infrastructure projects that we are helping to support are 

a very big part of that. They are very much hand in hand with 

and in the spirit of reconciliation, so I’m very proud to be part 

of a government that is supporting that type of work in our 

communities.  

Recently, I was very pleased to see some of my 

constituents — Helene Dobrowolsky and Rob Ingram — 

receiving the history-makers award during the Annual Yukon 

Heritage Award ceremony organized by Heritage Yukon. I was 

really happy to see that and Yukoners contributing to 

preserving the history of our Yukon Territory. It is very 

heartwarming to see this recognition of folks who do things in 

their everyday lives to make Yukon the special place that it is. 

I will move on to reflecting on the budget within my 

portfolio. It is truly a budget for all Yukoners. This is a budget 

that reflects our government’s commitment to improve the lives 

of Yukoners, enhance infrastructure across the territory, protect 

the environment, and support small businesses, all while 

posting a surplus. Our government is proud to represent the 

diverse needs and wants of Yukoners to accomplish such a task. 

I am glad to say that our Cabinet caucus travelled to 

communities to meet with people to talk to them, listen to them, 

and partake in their communities in the forms of meetings, 

events, celebrations, and many other opportunities.  

As a Liberal government, we have undertaken hundreds of 

visits to communities — hundreds. We are very proud of 

having those direct conversations with Yukoners. Today, I am 

going to speak about my three portfolios: the Women’s 

Directorate, the Department of Tourism and Culture, and the 

Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board.  

I want to thank, firstly, the staff of the Women’s 

Directorate. They have done some really heavy lifting over the 

last year in terms of — and I’ll get into more detail around this 

— the work around missing and murdered indigenous women 

and girls, the sexualized assault response team, LGBTQ2S+ — 

working toward an action plan for our fellow Yukoners within 

that community — absolutely contributing to the strong fabric 

of our Yukon Territory. 

Tourism and Culture — I can say the same. They have 

worked very diligently and are very supportive. I’m happy to 

have such strong relationships within the department, within all 

of my departments. With the recent introduction of the Yukon 

Tourism Development Strategy and all the work that has gone 

into that, and now we’re working toward a creative and cultural 

industry strategy — I talk to my staff all the time just to say, 

you know, “How are things going?” They reflect that they feel 

great about coming to work every day and doing good work on 

behalf of Yukoners. 

I just want to reflect that. Thank you to Valerie Royle for 

such good leadership of the Women’s Directorate and Tourism 

and Culture — I congratulate her on her new role. I’m sharing 

her with the minister responsible for French in the territory. 

Valerie Royle is also moving on, into that portfolio. I’m happy 

to share. 

Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board 

— I want to thank Kurt Dieckmann for his great leadership of 

the staff and all the hard work that they do on behalf of 

Yukoners each and every day. They are working hard on the 

review and modernization of our acts that govern employers 

and employees in our territory, and they’re also working hard 

on regulations to address the prevention of psychological injury 

in all of our workplaces. Thank you to all of the staff in all of 

our departments. 

Unlike previous years, I would like to start with the 

Women’s Directorate. The department continues to work on all 

policies, programs, and services through a gender-inclusive and 

diversity lens. This supports the rest of government to carry out 

our work in a way that is supportive of Yukoners from diverse 

identities and backgrounds, such as culture, race, gender, age, 

class, and ability. We know that biases exist and that people 

from marginalized groups bear the brunt of inequalities in our 

society. This affects everything from our health and safety to 

their career and financial security. The final report on the 

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls was released on June 3, 2019. This report 

exposed the truth about what it is like to be an indigenous 

woman in this country. 

Last fall, after we all had time to review and digest the final 

report, the Yukon Advisory Council on Missing and Murdered 
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Indigenous Women and Girls came together to identify the next 

steps that we need to take to spark change. Together, the Yukon 

Advisory Council on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls developed a draft whole-of-Yukon strategy 

on missing and murdered indigenous women, girls, and 2S+ 

people that identifies concrete areas of work under four main 

pillars: healing, community safety, economic empowerment, 

and community dialogue. 

This remains a key priority for our government. We are 

working on finalizing this strategy, along with our partners. We 

recently met with partners and stakeholders throughout the 

territory to discuss initiatives being planned or that are already 

underway in each community and where we can work together. 

We have extended the senior advisor position on the 

national inquiry at the Women’s Directorate to continue the 

work and action plan and recommendations. 

Last week, we had the honour of having former Chief 

Commissioner Marion Buller in the territory. She spoke as a 

keynote speaker at the CYFN justice conference and she said 

that the approach Yukon is taking with the inquiry is exactly 

what she had envisioned and wished for. 

I had a chance to sit down with the former Commissioner 

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Senator Sinclair. 

He emphasized how missing and murdered indigenous women 

and girls was always the most crucial file coming out of the 

work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and he 

talked extensively to me about our approach in the Yukon and 

he thought it was a good one. 

One related initiative is our recent partnership with the 

Government of Canada to enhance our indigenous women’s 

equality fund to help build capacity within indigenous women’s 

organizations and enable them to better meet the needs of their 

communities. The joint funding for all three indigenous 

women’s organizations was $426,500 for 2018-19 and 

$600,000 per year for 2019 to 2021. That’s continuing. We are 

working with our federal partners to continue that funding 

beyond 2021 to continue the capacity building for indigenous 

women’s groups.  

These women’s organizations provide critical advocacy 

support and leadership that breaks down barriers and empowers 

Yukon indigenous women and girls. To ensure that the 

Government of Yukon is meeting the needs and priorities of 

LGBTQ2S+ Yukoners, the Women’s Directorate initiated a 

territory-wide public engagement process in the fall of 2018. 

QMUNITY hosted 12 focus groups and three larger community 

dialogues. The purpose was to identify ways to strengthen 

Yukon government legislation, policies, programs, and 

services.  

The public engagement was designed and led by the non-

profit organization QMUNITY. The public engagement was 

informed by findings from the pre-engagement work in the 

spring and summer of 2018. A survey represented the final 

stage of a public engagement designed to inform the 

development of an action plan to increase inclusiveness for 

LGBTQ2S+ Yukoners and government legislation, policies, 

programs, and services. The survey results highlighted key 

priorities, including the importance of education and training 

for educators, health care professionals, and public service 

employees in LGBTQ2S+ cultural competencies, as well as the 

need for increased funding for community groups, initiatives, 

and an LGBTQ2S+ resource community centre. In 2020-21, 

our department is providing $184,000 to Queer Yukon to lead 

us on the first steps to this goal.  

We are continuing to take the time necessary to create a 

viable action plan and to work across government and with our 

LGBTQ2S+ partners to start the important work of updating 

our legislation, policies, and programs based on the feedback 

and priorities that we heard during the engagement.  

Throughout the public engagement, Yukoners made it 

clear that banning conversion therapy is a top priority. The 

Government of Yukon does not support conversion therapy, 

and I’m very proud that we will be tabling legislation later on 

this week to ban conversion therapy.  

I want to take a few moments to focus on how the 

LGBTQ2S+ initiative has identified improvements needed to 

workplaces, especially for trans individuals. We heard that a 

cultural shift toward more acceptance is needed, which will 

require systemic change and leadership. This action plan from 

the Government of Yukon could provide an opportunity to 

positively shift cultural acceptance for communities, families 

and parents, and other service providers. This work is so 

important and so vital to so many Yukoners, and I am so very 

personally committed to it.  

With International Women’s Day having taken place just 

over the weekend, I also want to mention the incredible work 

in the community to support women’s economic empowerment 

and the strong community of women entrepreneurs that we 

have in the territory. There are several organizations supporting 

women in entrepreneurship and diverse industries, from SMRT 

Women to NorthLight Innovation hub, Yukon College, and 

Yukon Women in Trades and Technology, among many more.  

Finally, I would like to talk briefly about the sexualized 

assault response team, which we publicly announced just the 

other day. Given the rates of sexualized violence against 

women and girls, particularly indigenous women and girls in 

Yukon, the sexualized assault response team has been a long 

time coming. It is something that we are all, as we said in our 

public statements last week, very committed to. I am proud of 

the dedication and effort that went into the implementation of 

SART. So many of our staff worked diligently. We did, as 

ministers, provide the political will for this to happen, working 

with all of our partners throughout the territory.  

In 2019-20, the Women’s Directorate added policy and 

project support to assist with the development of the protocol 

and policies necessary to ensure that SART services stay 

consistent. The Women’s Directorate is also providing $60,000 

for a local NGO for the confidential, toll-free SART support 

line that victims of sexualized assault can access for support 

and information when they choose. This line is now available 

for victims of all genders, ages, and identities. This initiative is 

a priority for the Government of Yukon. We are working hard 

to provide services in the best way possible. 

It takes a community to create systemic change and system 

change, and we are fortunate to have amazing local 
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organizations, allies, and partners who are committed to seeing 

women and gender-diverse individuals reach their full 

potential. Our partners are keen to work together to change the 

story for indigenous women and girls and LGBTQ2S+ 

Yukoners. 

I would like to remind the House that the rates of 

sexualized violence in the north are three times higher than the 

national average, and it is again three times higher for 

indigenous women and girls. We need to end the gender-based 

violence against our women and girls. Yukon is now ready to 

take action to change that story. 

Turning over to Tourism and Culture — you are probably 

tired of me saying this, but I will say it again — I always talk 

about just how important this industry is to Yukon. The tourism 

sector shares of all jobs in Yukon — the highest in Canada — 

3,500 Yukoners are employed in the tourism sector. This 

represents 13.5 percent of the total jobs in Yukon, and 

4.4 percent of the Yukon’s domestic product is attributable to 

tourism, which is the second highest in the country. According 

to our most recent statistics, Yukon businesses attribute 

$263 million of their gross revenue to tourism. That amount is 

expected, through the new tourism development strategy, to 

double over the next 10 years. Through the combined efforts of 

all of our partners, international border crossings were up 

15 percent from 2017 and were 19 percent higher than the five-

year average. Estimated overnight visitation was up almost 

five percent from 2017, with increases in domestic visitors, US 

visitors, and overseas visitors. Air arrivals in Whitehorse in 

2018 were up six percent and were 24 percent higher than the 

five-year average. 

Retail sales were up four percent — and 15 percent 

compared to the five-year average. Tourism sector revenues in 

Yukon are estimated to have increased almost five percent in 

2018 over 2017. Winter visitation has grown by 43 percent, and 

summer visitation has grown by 21 percent over the past five 

years. We know all of this thanks to the Industry Services unit 

through statistics research and reporting.  

I know we’ve had an extensive discussion today about 

COVID-19. We’ll continue to monitor and work with our 

national, federal, and local partners to assess changes and adjust 

our projections as we go forward. Thanks to that same unit — 

the Industry Services unit — and the visit exit and resident 

perception surveys, we are now gaining even more insight into 

the sector. I’ll speak more about these important new tools in a 

moment.  

If I may now turn to the Tourism branch with a capital 

budget of $500,000 and an operation and maintenance budget 

of $12.6 million. The total budget for the Tourism branch in 

2020-21 is $13.1 million. You have already heard the great 

statistics and social economic benefits of this territory’s 

growing tourism market, so I would like to now share the 

exciting steps ahead.  

In 2019-20, Tourism and Culture received approval and 

funding to begin implementation of the Yukon Tourism 

Development Strategy. Progress is being made on 

implementing key priorities and measurement tools.  

I would like to take some time to focus on the review of 

the tourism governance in Yukon. A task force was convened 

to consider a Crown corporation model versus the existing 

model of a line department in government. The 

recommendation was to stay as a line department but establish 

a new Yukon tourism advisory board to provide formal tourism 

sector advice to the minister regarding the implementation of 

the Yukon Tourism Development Strategy. Recruitment for this 

new nine-member board will be finalized in the coming weeks 

and will be operational in April 2020. Board costs will be 

covered by the existing Tourism and Culture budget.  

This is a unique and made-in-Yukon tourism governance 

model. I am looking forward to working with the new board 

members and advancing the Yukon Tourism Development 

Strategy through this innovative new approach. 

Supporting indigenous tourism development — the 

government is committed to putting the support and partnership 

in place to make Yukon a premier destination for indigenous 

tourism experiences. Our role is to support the opportunities to 

grow indigenous tourism in a way that will increase the 

economic benefit and overall well-being of Yukon First Nation 

communities and indigenous entrepreneurs. Last year, my 

department contributed $300,000 to the Yukon First Nations 

Culture and Tourism Association to advance this initiative, and 

we have budgeted a further $300,000 in 2020-21. 

The department is also working to enhance experience 

development. The development of outstanding visitor 

experiences will help Yukon to become a premier year-round 

destination. 

In our first year of implementing the Yukon Tourism 

Development Strategy, we have provided funding to advance 

experience development for sport, wilderness, and culinary 

tourism. Moving forward, we are looking to improve and 

enhance our funding programs to support our partners in the 

work that they are undertaking to advance the strategy. 

The initiatives that I just mentioned will help generate 

revenue for Yukon businesses by attracting higher yielding 

visitors throughout our shoulder seasons and encouraging them 

to travel beyond Whitehorse. 

In partnership with the Yukon Bureau of Statistics, we will 

continue to use the Yukon business survey to measure Yukon 

businesses’ revenue attributable to tourism. The survey 

concluded in the summer of 2019. We are eagerly awaiting the 

results. As you are aware, the survey is conducted every two 

years, which will help us measure the progress over time. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take some time to speak 

specifically about the Yukon resident perception of tourism. 

One of the three goals of the Yukon Tourism Development 

Strategy is to ensure that at least 80 percent of Yukoners have 

a positive attitude about tourism. Again, working with our 

partners at the Bureau of Statistics, we conducted the first-ever 

Yukon resident perceptions of tourism survey report this past 

fall. The results show that 94 percent of Yukoners feel that 

tourism is good for the territory, and 89 percent feel that 

tourism is good for their community specifically. With the new 

baseline to work from, we will continue to conduct this survey 

to ensure that we understand Yukoners’ attitudes toward 
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tourism and make certain that the development of tourism 

continues to reflect Yukoners’ expectations and values. 

In order to develop tourism sustainably, we committed to 

establishing a framework that will help us monitor and manage 

tourism development in the territory. We’re currently 

developing an application to make Yukon the second Canadian 

member of the United Nations International Network of 

Sustainable Tourism Observatories. By adopting the 

observatory framework, we hope to establish new relationships 

and measurement tools to help us improve our efforts in 

monitoring the economic, environmental, social, and cultural 

impacts of tourism in Yukon.  

The Industry Services unit works closely with tourism 

businesses, individual communities, and various organizations 

to identify programming priorities, facilitate education and 

training opportunities, and develop marketing and capacity. 

Industry Services also represents the tourism sector in land, 

resource, and development planning and leads research and 

statistical data initiatives to support informed decision-making 

for the sector. Current research and performance reporting 

initiatives include the Yukon visitor exit survey, the Yukon 

tourism visitation report, the resident perceptions of tourism 

survey, and establishing a framework to measure the 

sustainability of tourism in Yukon.  

For 2021, the unit has been allocated an O&M budget of 

$1.8 million to provide industry and entrepreneurs with the 

education and training they need to make good business 

decisions and to meet today’s visitors’ needs and expectations. 

This includes $700,000 for the tourism cooperative marketing 

fund, which assists Yukon tourism businesses and 

organizations with carrying out marketing and attending trade 

shows to attract clients and visitors, gain international 

exposure, and strengthen the territory’s overall tourism brand.  

It also includes $164,000 in funding for the Tourism 

Industry Association of Yukon and $50,000 toward the product 

development partnership program, which assists organizations 

undertaking tourism initiatives that support capacity 

development. The Tourism Marketing unit develops and 

manages marketing campaigns for Yukon’s consumer travel 

trade and media relations marketing programs. Through their 

collaboration with local and international partners, Tourism 

Marketing unit staff promote Yukon as a year-round tourism 

and events destination through the development of global 

marketing strategies and plans.  

The department invests approximately $6.9 million 

annually to market Yukon as a tourism destination in 11 

countries around the world. As the numbers continue to prove, 

these strategies are showing their worth in positioning the 

territory as a spectacular and unique travel destination. I take 

note of the member opposite’s comments around redirecting 

marketing dollars. Those are all considerations that we’ll be 

looking at as we go forward.  

Also, contained within the Tourism Marketing unit’s 

operation and maintenance funding is over $900,000 in support 

to Yukon NGOs such as the Wilderness Tourism Association 

of the Yukon, the Yukon Convention Bureau, Association 

franco-yukonnaise, and Yukon First Nations Culture and 

Tourism Association.  

On the capital side of things, the Tourism Marketing unit 

is budgeted $500,000 for the 2020-21 fiscal year. A total of 

$2.2 million in operational funding is allocated to Visitor 

Services, which includes Yukon government’s photography 

unit as well as six visitor information centres.  

Visitor information centres promote all areas of Yukon and 

work in partnership with Parks Canada and First Nations in all 

communities. A total of 366,078 people visited five of our 

Yukon visitor information centres around the territory in 2019. 

The Whitehorse visitor information centre operates year-round 

and has extended holiday hours to match winter tour operations 

of our tourism partners. The remainder of the centres are open 

seasonally, May to September.  

The Dawson visitor information centre was opened 

selectively during 2018-19 and in 2019-20 to support and 

promote a number of special events in response to a request 

from the Klondike Visitors Association.  

The past year has been a busy and successful one for the 

Cultural Services branch. Our palaeontology and archaeology 

teams had another exceptional field season on the ice patches 

and around the territory.  

In September, the Watson Lake air terminal was officially 

designated as Yukon’s 10th historic site. We are making 

excellent headway in the ongoing development of heritage 

management plans and co-management sites of significance 

throughout the territory, including Conrad, Fort Selkirk, 

Rampart House, and Lapierre House.  

From arts — a proposal is right now before the Canadian 

Council for the Arts to host the prestigious Arctic Art Summit 

in Yukon in early 2021. This is the first time it will be hosted 

in Canada. The arts unit has also commissioned six new 

community tourism banners by six Yukon artists, with themes 

inspired by the tourism marketing strategy, which include 

“natural wonders”, “transformational experiences”, and “only 

in the Yukon”. The six successful banners — two per theme — 

will be unveiled in early summer of 2020.  

Perhaps our most ambitious initiative in the Cultural 

Services branch is the creative and cultural industries strategy. 

In 2019-20, the departments of Tourism and Culture, Economic 

Development, Education, and Community Services worked 

together to conduct public engagement on a creative and 

cultural industries strategy. The purpose of the strategy is to 

create a solid economic foundation from which cultural 

activities in the territory can flourish. During the engagement 

phase, we held 35 engagement sessions and received over 130 

online surveys. The document summarizing what we heard 

from these engagements is presently being shared with 

stakeholders and the public. This document will inform the 

preparation of a draft strategy that will be released in the spring 

for stakeholder and public review and input.  

I’ll wrap up. I have lots more, but I’ll just end — because 

we have talked a lot about — and we’ll have lots of opportunity 

to talk about the Tourism and Culture budget going forward — 

I want to just talk a little bit about what we’re doing with Yukon 

Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board.  
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We’re working hard to finish the review and work toward 

new modern legislation. Again, I’ve talked a little bit about that 

in terms of holding my hands up to the department for all their 

hard work — and working also toward the regulations on the 

prevention of psychological injury, which is really focusing 

quite a lot on violence and harassment in workplaces.  

So, I will wrap it up there. Thank you very much for the 

opportunity to respond to our budget.  

 

Ms. White: I just wanted to take this opportunity to also 

talk a bit about the Arctic Winter Games, which my colleagues 

took earlier in the day.  

I want to thank the 2020 Arctic Winter Games staff, who 

for the last two years gave it their all. I want to thank those who 

turned the spotlight on reconciliation in all their planning. I 

want say thank you to the coaches and to the athletes for their 

dedication to working, training, and playing hard. I also want 

to say thank you to all those who made sure that those athletes 

made it to their practices. Some were very early in the morning 

and some quite late at night. I also want to make sure that I say 

thank you to the thousands of volunteers who signed up in 

droves.  

So, although the news of the cancellation was — and is — 

tough, I know that our community will be stronger for it. It’s 

okay to take the time to be sad, but I know that they’ll represent 

in force at the 2022 Wood Buffalo Arctic Winter Games. It’s 

terrible and it’s hard, and everyone worked hard, but we’ll get 

through this.  

I especially want to thank the residents of Takhini-Kopper 

King for their confidence. It’s always an honour to represent 

them in this Chamber. I also want to say hello to my senior 

friends who are possibly listening at this point in time and who 

will tell me what I have forgotten in my speech.  

Mr. Speaker, a budget is about priorities. It’s about choices 

that government makes to respond to the needs of Yukoners. 

While this budget contains funding for valuable projects, what 

it lacks is a clear vision and a clear direction to address the 

challenges of our time. It won’t be a surprise to many that the 

Yukon NDP believes that two of those critical challenges are 

growing inequalities and the climate crisis.  

This budget contains a few announcements about the 

environment and climate change, but unfortunately, many of 

the amounts promoted in this budget are in already existing 

programs, like the appliance replacement credits.  

There is no clearer example of this government’s 

shortcomings on climate change than the announcement of 

$1.5 million on renewable energy projects. I just want to 

highlight that this in the budget highlights — $1.5 million for 

renewable energy projects — all of this just a few months after 

declaring a climate emergency. All this government could find 

for renewable energy is $1.5 million. This is less than a 10th of 

one percent of the budget. It is less than the previous 

government had allocated to a study of a hydro project. This in 

no way addresses the climate emergency.  

It’s not like this government doesn’t have the ability to 

lead. We saw that leadership this weekend in how this 

government dealt with public health and the Arctic Winter 

Games. It was a surreal moment to learn about the cancellation 

of the 2020 Arctic Winter Games when I was leaving my first 

aid course on Saturday afternoon, and my thoughts were with 

all those who had the weight of such a tough decision resting 

on their shoulders. I know it wasn’t easy. I know that they tried 

to figure out every scenario and were left with only one — the 

toughest one possible. 

Mr. Speaker, this is how you deal with an emergency. You 

make decisions, even if they aren’t easy, and you follow them 

up with concrete actions. So, do we think that Yukoners feel 

like this government is addressing climate in the same decisive 

manner after having declared a climate emergency?  

As far as addressing growing inequalities — once again, 

there are a few good standalone projects here, and they are 

throughout the budget, but nothing that will allow us to turn the 

tide. This budget will not do much for the minimum wage 

worker who is struggling to pay rent and feed their family, and 

it won’t do much for most of the hundreds of people on the 

Yukon Housing Corporation waitlist. It won’t do much for the 

seniors struggling to live on their pension with ever-increasing 

electrical bills or drug costs. These are the people who are left 

behind in this budget.  

Mr. Speaker, there was a 2012 movie about politics called 

The Campaign, and in it, Will Ferrell’s character, Cam Brady, 

is the incumbent campaigning across North Carolina. During 

the opening credits, we follow Cam on the campaign trail as he 

delivers speeches that end with points like this: “… because 

troops and veterans are this nation’s backbone.” His speeches, 

taken one at a time, could maybe sound hopeful, but as the 

audience, you see them pile up one right after the other — 

“… because farmers are this nation’s backbone”, “Schools…” 

are “… this nation’s backbone”, “Audio installation specialists 

and window tinters are this nation’s backbone”, “Filipino tilt-

a-whirl operators are this nation’s backbone”.  

I was asked why I was fixated on this scene and why it 

bothered me so much. But first, I need to be clear — I have only 

seen this movie once, and the only part I can remember happens 

within the first two minutes. So why does it bother me so much? 

Because it’s cringeworthy? It’s definitely cringeworthy. But 

the reason it bothers me is because of the cynicism and the 

discomfort that I — and I hope others — feel in seeing 

politicians portrayed in such a way. I need to believe that we’re 

all here because we care about the people around us. I need to 

believe that we are here — that what we do here in this 

Chamber matters.  

When I look at the budgets that get put forward here, we, 

the Yukon NDP, look at them through the eyes of community. 

Ten years from now, will Yukoners look back at the 2020-21 

budget just tabled by the Liberal government and say to 

themselves: “This was a turning point. This was when the 

Yukon truly tackled inequality and climate change. This is 

when what matters most to me was the primary focus of the 

government.” 

Mr. Speaker, these are the sorts of question that I ask 

myself when going through the budget. Maybe you have asked 

yourself why I care so much about minimum wage — I 

certainly am not making minimum wage anymore — and why 
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I won’t drop it and be satisfied with where we are now, because 

I mean, after all, it is more than a $3 increase since I was first 

elected. It has gone up; it has gone up since 2011. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because there are faces behind this 

debate for me, and there is one face in particular. In 2016 during 

the last election campaign, I met two seniors at their home — 

two seniors who, if not at retirement age, were very close to it. 

One worked full-time at a large box store where they received 

just over $13 an hour. They broached the subject of a raise 

previously with their employer only to be told that, if they 

didn’t like it, they could quit. The problem is that, if they quit, 

they couldn’t afford to pay for their bills, their housing, or their 

food bills. I was told that the only reason they could afford their 

modest home was because one of them worked for Yukon 

government, but as it was, with two full-time workers including 

one Yukon government worker, they walked the tightrope of 

poverty. So, how is this even possible? What chance do others 

have if this is the case? 

I will let you in on our conversation that the NDP had about 

minimum wage. Like I imagine it around the Cabinet table 

occasionally, they are hard conversations. It was me who 

initially thought that they could have a sliding scale for 

minimum wage — first-time workers versus those with 

experience. I am sure you get the idea. Then someone else 

spoke up and said, “What about older workers?” Some 

employers would want to save the money by hiring young 

people, and those older workers would lose their jobs because 

they cost more. It was a lightbulb moment for me, because the 

action of creating a tiered system for minimum wage would be 

disastrous. 

You might remember that, when we initially started to 

push for a review of minimum wage — before there was the 

forced review — we didn’t do it with a dollar amount, because 

I was trying really hard to leave it up to the Employment 

Standards Board. You might remember that what they 

recommended was not accepted by government. So, keeping 

that in mind, with the April 1 increase, there is still going to be 

more than a $5 gap between the minimum wage and the living 

wage that was presented by the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition.  

If government wants to get in the weeds, then let’s do it, 

because I would be willing to bet that, as a single person living 

alone in Yukon, you would need to earn more than the 

calculated $19.07 an hour that was put forward for the living 

wage.  

Mr. Speaker, leadership is closing the gap of inequality. 

Today the Minister of Community Services told me that sick 

employees could work from home. What a glorious thing to be 

allowed to work from home — but how does he imagine that a 

cashier could work from home and still earn a paycheque? 

What about a person who works retail? How could they work 

from home and still earn that paycheque? I would suggest that 

a way to close the inequality gap would be paid sick leave for 

all Yukon citizens, regardless of the job that they worked.  

I know from recent road trips that housing is an issue in 

every community. I was told that Dawson City has grown 

22 percent in the last 10 years, but it has been a quarter of a 

century since Dawson City had new lots piped in. So, they are 

hopeful that they will get the water and sewer extension that 

they have been planning for so they can develop lots in an area 

that currently looks like a willow nursery near the ferry.  

Carmacks wants to see the work done on the proposed 

bypass road sooner than later because both Little Salmon 

Carmacks First Nation and the village want to be able to 

develop a residential subdivision nearby, because there’s a 

critical housing shortage in the community, and without places 

to live, it doesn’t matter how great the changes to the nominee 

program will be for the community, there’s no place for people 

to live. There’s no available housing.  

During the celebration for the opening of the footbridge, 

the community of Ross River challenged the Minister of 

Community Services — he was there for that — and the MP to 

a hand-games game. The community said that, if the 

community lost, the Yukon government could forget about 

them for five years, but if they won, they wanted the road done 

right away. They told me that they considered this a binding 

agreement. It should come as no surprise that the minister did 

not win, even with help from the community; he didn’t win. So, 

like many, I was happy to hear about the money for the road 

between Faro and Ross River, but I have concerns. I’m 

concerned that the Minister of Highways and Public Works 

called it money for resurfacing and then that Chief Caesar said 

that it was money for paving, because resurfacing and paving 

can be very different things. The reason I highlight that is that 

you can resurface a gravel road without bitumen and without 

putting anything down. I can tell you that driving to Ross River 

in the winter was a heck of a lot smoother and safer than it is 

driving there in the summertime.  

What does that even say? It was safer to drive to Ross River 

in the wintertime than it was in the summertime. I heard that 

from people who drive there for work. So the road surface 

matters. It’s interesting because I talk to people in Faro, and the 

people in Faro said that one of the things that they’ve seen now 

is the rise of work traffic between Carmacks and Faro, and 

although that would be a good thing, they’re concerned about 

road safety.  

The example that was used for me is that a couple were 

leaving Faro on their way to Carmacks and they got passed by 

a work truck and that was okay, and they got passed by another 

work truck and that was okay, and the third work truck took out 

their side mirror. Imagine the terror of a vehicle taking out your 

side mirror. I have to say he was — well, he wasn’t calm telling 

me the story, but he talked about how he was able to pull the 

vehicle over and he turned around and he went backwards 

because he wanted to find them and say, “Look, you just took 

off my mirror. You were driving too fast. It wasn’t safe. You 

took off my mirror.” They acknowledged, when they caught up 

— because they were pulled over — because I can only imagine 

how startling it would have been for the driver of that vehicle 

to hit another vehicle and pull off a mirror. They all 

acknowledged that they weren’t driving safely. That’s a 

concern along that stretch of road.  

Mr. Speaker, housing in Ross River is bleak. I was told that 

there were elders without homes and that there are trailers with 

mold issues, and because the community was built on 
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permafrost, most of their budget is spent on levelling the homes 

that they have. I don’t know if anyone has sat — and I’m sure 

people in this Chamber have sat — with the community of Ross 

River and heard the story, but I was floored because I was told 

that, in the 1960s when the community had gone out for the 

spring hunt, they came home and all their houses had been 

dragged across the river to where the townsite now sits. That 

wasn’t in conversation or agreement. If we’re going to talk 

about reconciliation, then let’s listen to the community who 

says that they are sitting in the shadows. Let’s hear what they 

say when they say that they want their school to be built up in 

the sun. They don’t want it to be in the existing spot.  

The one thing that I can say right now is that, when we look 

at the budget and we look at the highlights — I mean, the 

budget document is great and it’s colourful and it has great 

pictures. I do appreciate that there’s the graph and there’s the 

one image that says how much Yukon paid and how much 

Canada paid. In a lot of the programs and in a lot of the things 

that are being touted as wins, the majority of the payment is 

coming from Canada — which I appreciate. We do get more 

than $1 billion transferred. But then sometimes I wonder how 

come the priorities haven’t been put in other things. 

I had a conversation last fall with two folks who are 

looking at building 81 rental units in Whistle Bend this 

summer. It is all dependent on whether or not they can get a 50-

year loan from CMHC for rental housing. But if they build 

those 81 units in Whistle Bend, that will be more than the 

housing the government has built on their own. So, with 

hundreds of people on wait-lists, that would be the answer. 

You know, in Dawson City — the Premier’s riding — I 

mean, there are lots of reasons to be proud there, but a lot of the 

housing that has been developed has been developed by the 

community — of course, with the support of the Yukon 

government, but not led by Yukon government.  

Then again, we look at the wait-list. It is interesting 

because my colleagues from the Yukon Party will use that as a 

hammer toward government, but I actually think that we should 

really be celebrating that there are so many housing navigators 

and that is how we know how many people are in need of social 

housing — right? We know that when we created housing 

navigators and people who could help fill out applications, that 

wait-list went up. I think that is something that we should 

celebrate — now that we know how many people are so close 

to the edge. But similar to the folks who I mentioned, people 

are walking the tightrope of poverty. They are just on that edge. 

So, how does this budget address those inequalities?  

This is going to sound like a process question — well, it is 

a process issue that I have. The amount of information 

contained in this year’s budget is less than last year’s budget, 

and that was less than the year before. That might not sound 

like it means anything, but it means an awful lot when you’re 

trying to figure out why the decision was made. We have talked 

often here about how a majority government is allowed to make 

decisions. Absolutely — they have won the majority. I have 

said this before. They have won the majority and they can make 

the decisions. 

But the job of the opposition is to ask why those decisions 

were made. Sometimes, how you get to those questions is by 

looking at the information — and not just this year’s 

information, but previous year’s information, so that you can 

put it side by side and figure it out. I mean, it’s as simple as 

saying, “How many rural births were there? How many babies 

have been born to communities?” Because — guess what — in 

the community of Carmacks, there were so many babies born 

in a year that they have had to put back the age for the 

kindergarten program because they are just not ready to have 

an entire influx of as many babies as are going to come. So, 

they have put it back. So instead of going in at a year, they are 

going to go in at 18 months, because that is how Carmacks is 

going to deal with that issue. 

But I can’t say how many babies were born and then will 

live in the City of Whitehorse based on the budget — but I 

could have before. I can’t tell you how many kids under five 

live in Ross River because that information isn’t in the budget 

anymore. Then I can also say the same thing — in the 

community of Ross River, there is no daycare. But of course, 

people in communities are resilient and quite clever, so guess 

what — they’ve created a drop-in program because it has 

different requirements. It doesn’t mean that people in the 

community don’t need a place to take their children; it just 

means that they found a workaround.  

When we talk about the information in budgets and the 

lack of that information in budgets, what it means is that, when 

we’re trying to figure how the decision was made — for 

example, how are we deciding where the money goes for 

Yukon Housing? It’s interesting because we’ve had lots of 

language change around what different things mean, but there’s 

no ability for us to see that. As you may remember, for an entire 

year, I asked for the cost of an emergency room visit. I still 

don’t know, and that would be great to find out. Also, in the 

budget speech, it talks about the reduction of emergency room 

visits because of the emergency shelter. I really do imagine, at 

this point in time, that the emergency shelter is starting to work 

out some of the challenges that they had. That totally makes 

sense. They needed time to figure that out. Again, they can’t be 

all things to all people.  

There was another change last year that I wasn’t happy 

about — but it won’t be talked about in the budget document. 

That’s when the chief medical officer of health was putting out 

warnings about street drugs and overdoses. There were 

concerns of street drugs. Again, street drugs are never going to 

be safe; there’s always a concern for street drugs. But when you 

see a rash of overdoses, it’s important to know that something 

right now is particularly unsafe. So I hope that we’re going to 

start having the conversation about safe injection sites. I’ve 

mentioned it before — what about managed alcohol programs? 

A lot of the petty crime that we experience in the City of 

Whitehorse often has to do with people trying to support their 

habits. Maybe this is the time. Maybe this is the time we can 

look toward other jurisdictions — like the facilities that the 

minister has told us that she has visited. It would be great if we 

started looking at that here.  
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When we look at the budget as a whole, what I see is a 

budget that still leaves people behind and doesn’t address base 

concerns. I invite my colleagues — on March 13 at noon, 

there’s going to be a climate rally out front — the same kids 

who have been organizing climate rallies for the last year will 

be outside this building. Maybe government could ask them if 

they believe that they’ve dealt with the climate emergency well 

in this budget with $1.5 million toward renewable energy 

projects.  

There are some things to celebrate. I mean, I went to the 

electric vehicle symposium yesterday at the transportation 

museum, and it was great, but the first electric vehicle wasn’t 

owned by Yukon government in this recent thing. It was a 

private citizen who bought the first Tesla. It’s great. It’s great 

to know that there are rebates for electric vehicles, but does that 

really answer the question of poverty? If you can afford a 

$50,000 vehicle, you get a $5,000 rebate. That’s great, but what 

if you can’t afford a $50,000 vehicle?  

Is Yukon government having the conversation with the 

City of Whitehorse, for example, about making the transfer to 

make city buses free? Is that a conversation that is happening? 

That’s a way to deal with inequality. Maybe with that 

conversation we could also encourage the City of Whitehorse 

to run buses on Sundays, because no buses on Sundays makes 

it challenging to get to places like work if you have to work on 

Sunday. The budget, to me, is missing some of those important 

points.  

Again, I’m going to put it out again that there is less 

information than there was last year, and last year there was less 

information than the year before, and then there was less 

information than the year before that. I can only imagine where 

we’re going to whittle down to. It’s bleak. It is bleak.  

We’re hoping that, when we get our budget and when we 

go into our budget briefings, we’re handed additional 

information that builds up to what we have had in the past, 

because having an informed opposition makes for better 

questions in budget debate, I would suggest. Having those 

conversations in budget debate, I think, is one of the most 

valuable things we can do, because then that’s how government 

can tell us why they have made these decisions of where to put 

the money. That’s the important part. Again, it’s a majority 

government. They’re able to make those decisions, but for us, 

it’s about having the explanation.  

I look forward to budget season and the briefings that I’m 

going to get. They are my favorite. It’s because I get to ask most 

of the questions in the briefings and get them answered, which 

is really exciting.  

One last pitch — there has been talk about species at risk 

legislation. When I asked in the supplementary briefing, there 

was a long pause to be told that there was no timeline on that at 

all, so I look forward to having a conversation with the Minister 

of Environment about species at risk legislation and when I can 

expect to see that. Maybe we can talk about wetlands, the 

importance of wetlands, and biodiversity.  

So, really, I guess I’m saying I’m looking forward to 

budget debate. 

 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

Good afternoon, everyone.  

I’m going to begin today with a recognition of the citizens 

of Whitehorse West, my constituents, who are always in my 

mind as this government — their government — makes 

decisions about the future of the territory. I always enjoy the 

conversations that I have with them on their doorsteps, in their 

living rooms, and on the streets and trails around the 

neighbourhood. We talk about a lot of things in Whitehorse 

West. We talk about climate change, and we talk about the 

environment, the Peel watershed, carbon pricing, and our 

efforts to curb global warming. We talk about the economy, 

about procurement, support for families, health care, 

reconciliation and First Nation relations, midwifery, mental 

health, schools and education, autism, the state of our roads, the 

state of mobility issues and how to get around in a wheelchair, 

traffic safety, speeding, and the need for more housing and 

affordable housing. We also discuss the latest sporting events, 

the weather, and, of course, our dogs. My constituents are very 

gracious with their time and always thoughtful in their views. I 

am profoundly grateful for their support. It is my honour to 

represent their interests in this House.  

The list that I have recounted touches on the issues that 

matter to my constituents. They are the territory’s issues, 

Mr. Speaker. They are issues that we identified in our platform 

and promised to tackle if we were honoured with government. 

I am happy to report that we have delivered on most of those 

early promises and more.  

In broad terms, Mr. Speaker, this budget continues that 

good work to safeguard the territory’s environment, strengthen 

and diversify its economy, and improve its communities and its 

citizens’ health and well-being.  

This afternoon and in the future, I’m going to speak in 

more detail about that vitally important work. However, before 

I do, I will take one last detour to thank the civil servants in 

Highways and Public Works, Finance, Community Services, 

Health and Social Services, the Public Service Commission, 

and in all the departments throughout the Yukon government 

who spent so much time, energy, and thoughtfulness preparing 

this budget and five-year capital plan.  

Until you are involved in the preparation of an annual 

budget surpassing $1.5 billion, it is difficult to comprehend 

how much effort goes into matching the revenues and 

recoveries, accounting rules, urgent public needs and priorities, 

and squaring it all. It is truly a massive task that involves much 

collaboration, compromise, and hair-pulling. 

The territory owes a debt of gratitude to the professional 

civil servants who spend so much time painstakingly crafting 

this document under very tight deadlines — so thank you. 

This year’s budget lands in tumultuous times. The world is 

in the grips of a hitherto unknown disease. COVID-19 is 

sweeping the world’s nations and altering the way we greet 

each other, how we gather, how we travel, and when we travel. 

As a result of that, the stock market is being hammered, 

dropping as precipitously as it did in 2008. China’s factory 

output is a shadow of what it was just a few months ago. 
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International travel is being discouraged. Cruise ships are 

docked, the season delayed.  

The Yukon is not isolated any longer. These unforeseen 

events will affect our lives and our economy. Yukoners 

understand this. They are resourceful and innovative by nature. 

I have little doubt that they will keep calm and I know that they 

will carry on. 

We understand that we are also in a strong position to 

weather this international crisis. Our fiscal and economic 

outlook on the cusp of this globe-sweeping illness is strong. We 

have a surplus of $4 million and this turnaround in the 

territory’s fortunes wasn’t easy. It comes a year earlier than 

expected. It comes a little more than three years after 

discovering that a former government had started building a 

150-bed continuing care project without planning to pay for 

nursing staff — at a cost of millions; after discovering that a 

former government had built an emergency shelter without a 

contract to pay for services within it — again, cost of millions; 

and after discovering a former government that had hired 

dozens of teachers without budgeting for their salaries — again, 

cost of millions. 

After taking on these hidden costs, and others besides, your 

government has absorbed those costs and worked diligently to 

improve and simplify the delivery of government services to 

curb the growth of government and turn a year-long decline to 

deficit into a surplus — 

 

Speaker: Order, please.  

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now stands adjourned 

until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow. 

Debate on second reading of Bill No. 203 accordingly 

adjourned 

 

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Written notice was given of the following motion 

March 9, 2020: 

Motion No. 191 

Re: revising the 2020-21 fiscal and economic outlook to 

reflect the spread of COVID-19 coronavirus (Cathers) 
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

Are there any tributes? 

Are there any returns or documents for tabling? 

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS 

Mr. Hassard: I have for tabling a letter from TIA Yukon 

regarding response to the evolving coronavirus situation. 

 

Mr. Cathers: I have for tabling an e-mail from the 

chairperson of the Driver Control Board regarding the 

IMPACT program. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further returns or documents for 

tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions to be presented? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill No. 10: Act to Amend the Employment 
Standards Act (2020) — Introduction and First 
Reading 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I move that Bill No. 10, entitled 

Act to Amend the Employment Standards Act (2020), be now 

introduced and read a first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of 

Community Services that Bill No. 10, entitled Act to Amend the 

Employment Standards Act (2020), be now introduced and read 

a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 10 

agreed to 

 

Speaker: Are there any further bills for introduction? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Adel: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House supports the Yukon Energy 

Corporation’s plans to generate more renewable energy to meet 

the growing need for electricity in the Yukon. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

alleviate the pressure on Yukon health care professionals by 

introducing legislation to suspend any requirement of 

employees to provide their employer with a doctor’s note to 

access sick leave. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

Old Crow community centre 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I rise before the House today to 

report progress on an important project that this government is 

supporting in Yukon’s most northern community. The 

Government of Yukon is contributing important dollars to help 

to build a new community centre in Old Crow.  

In a place like Old Crow, a community centre offers an 

essential place for people to gather, connect, and practise their 

culture. For many years, the community hall in Old Crow has 

served this purpose, but the building is nearing the end of its 

life and the community needs a new space to grow and gather.  

In Old Crow, this new building will replace the old 

community hall and will offer more space and a more modern 

facility to residents. The new building is designed to have a 

gathering space, an elders lounge, multiple meeting rooms, a 

training and exercise room, and a full commercial kitchen for 

the cooking of traditional foods. This will be a facility that 

supports recreation, culture, traditional activities, exercise, and 

more.  

Our government is committed to supporting communities 

in developing these important spaces. Because of that, we’re 

contributing $3.6 million toward the project, plus $2.7 million 

that we have already contributed through our transfer payment 

agreement for planning, design, and preliminary costs. This is 

a $14.6-million project that would not be possible without 

federal funding and the support of the Vuntut Gwitchin 

government. Mahsi’ cho to our partners for this support.  

Our government is committed to building healthy, vibrant 

communities, and the Old Crow community hub is a tangible 

example of how. I’m very pleased to note that construction on 

this project began last summer and the Vuntut Gwitchin First 

Nation hopes to complete the project by the end of the year. 

We’re excited to see the finished product and to hear back from 

the people of Old Crow about how the new facility allows 

residents to connect and come together.  

In addition to the new community centre in Old Crow, 

we’re supporting a variety of projects across the territory that 

facilitate recreation, healthy activities, and community 

connectivity. These include our investment in projects like the 

Kwanlin Dün First Nation community hub, the Carmacks 

arena, upgrades to Mayo’s arena, the F.H. Collins track and 

field, new pools in Pelly Crossing and Ross River, a Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in youth centre in Dawson, planning for the Teslin 

Tlingit Council community hub, retrofits to the Watson Lake 

administration building and community library, a new 

skateboard park in Whitehorse, and investments in many other 

community assets that meet local priorities. 

We believe that the Old Crow community centre along 

with other projects that we are supporting are important 
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building blocks that will help grow communities into even 

more vibrant places to live, work, and play. 

 

Ms. Van Bibber: I am pleased to rise in response to 

today’s ministerial statement, which is a re-announcement. We 

are certainly happy to hear about investment in community 

spaces across the territory, especially considering the 

significant amount of federal dollars that were allocated last 

year toward projects like this in lead-up to the federal election. 

I believe that the original announcement was made in 2019 and 

stated that the federal government invested $10.8 million into 

this project, with $3.6 million from the Government of Yukon. 

As the minister noted, construction started awhile ago, and the 

project is almost completed. So again, today’s ministerial 

statement would likely be better done through a press release.  

The business of the day, of course, is largely decided by 

the government, and it is based on priorities. I leave it to the 

government to explain why they are taking time away from 

allowing us to discuss the government’s budget or the 

government’s response to COVID-19 by constantly re-

announcing projects in this House, especially considering that 

the ministers are rarely ever prepared to answer questions. 

Since the minister has stated that construction has already 

started and is nearing completion, we have a couple of 

questions. Firstly, when was the project tendered? Who was 

awarded the construction contract? What was the original 

budget? What do the final costs for construction come in at? 

When exactly did construction begin? Is construction on time? 

Is the $2.7 million that the minister mentioned included in the 

$14.6 million of total costs, or is this an additional 

$2.7 million? 

This is a project that we are excited to see for the 

community of Old Crow. We recognize the hard work in 

getting this project secured for the community and look forward 

to seeing it completed. But considering that the minister is 

standing to take credit for it today, we feel that he should have 

those essential details on hand. To be perfectly honest, the 

statement is not much different from the federal announcement 

from May of last year. So if the minister does have any new 

details to share, we hope that he can provide those important 

details in his response.  

 

Ms. White: The Yukon NDP is pleased to see plans for 

a long-overdue community centre for Old Crow. I know there 

would be a wealth of stories if the walls of the current building 

could talk. It holds great memories and has seen momentous 

and historical events within those unique log walls, but it is past 

its prime. Many of us in this House have no doubt attended 

community dinners and events in the old building and are aware 

of its shortcomings, so a new community centre with all the 

amenities as described by the minister is very exciting. It’s 

great to see this government’s contribution to the project and a 

thanks must go to the federal government for, without their 

funds, this project would not get off the ground.  

It’s great that so many different aspects of well-being are 

incorporated into this new building, including recreation, an 

elders’ lounge, a commercial kitchen, and meeting spaces. The 

Yukon NDP want to congratulate Old Crow and the people 

there for their time, good ideas, and planning that went into this 

project and we look forward to hosting a community meal and 

meeting to take advantage of this new centre. Mostly, I really 

look forward to seeing the photos of the elders take pride of 

place in this new building.  

This statement is about the Old Crow community centre 

and not about the other projects mentioned by the minister — 

as I’m sure we will have ministerial statements with regard to 

them as well in the coming weeks and we will respond at that 

time.  

Mr. Speaker, we too look forward to the opening of the 

new Old Crow community centre.  

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I agree with the Member for 

Takhini-Kopper King and the Member for Porter Creek North 

that this is an important project.  

I’m always happy to answer questions. I will find out — 

the project hasn’t been finalized, so I can’t give a final budget 

update. I can say that the $2.7 million is part of the 

$14.6 million. I can talk to the Vuntut Gwitchin and find out 

who the contractor is that’s working on the project.  

There are some things that I did. I have gone up to see the 

project and inquired about it. There are some things that I have 

asked about. For example, the building targets high energy-

efficiency measures and a commercial kitchen to accommodate 

the preparation of traditional foods.  

I remember that when I went up there, there was a space 

carved out underneath. I asked about it and they explained to 

me that it is about reducing their greenhouse gases. It is a key 

design feature to incorporate climate change consideration. 

This increased design depth of adfreeze pile foundations and 

the addition of slotted steel piles are to withstand vertical forces 

associated with the changing depth of the active permafrost 

layer and risks associated with overland flooding when ice jams 

might occur on the Porcupine River.  

If you have seen it, the new site is along the river, as 

members noted. It’s right next to the old building. It has been 

designed by the community and it’s responding to the needs of 

the community. I appreciate the opportunity to stand and talk 

about it — and again, I will get answers to the other questions 

that were raised. I hope that we are always able to bring forward 

these progress reports on our projects from our communities. 

One of the things that I will say is that, when we started 

travelling to each of our communities to talk with First Nation 

governments and municipal governments about the projects, 

we asked them for their priorities and their leads. So it isn’t our 

project, actually; I will disagree with that. This is a project of 

the community of Old Crow and the Vuntut Gwitchin and we 

are supporting it. I am here today to just update the House on 

the progress to date. I would be happy to get up again and 

answer further questions about it. 

 

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period. 
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QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. McLeod: Yukoners expect their elected 

government and ministers to have a grasp of what the plan is to 

respond to COVID-19 and to communicate it publicly in a 

calming way. As you know, the Liberals have refused 

opposition offers to work collaboratively across party lines to 

address these issues. Instead, the Liberals have not provided the 

details of their plan. It wasn’t until this morning that they finally 

agreed to the opposition’s request to provide us with a briefing. 

We are appreciative of that, but Yukoners still expect the 

Minister of Health and Social Services to demonstrate that she 

has an understanding of the plan and that she can clearly explain 

what the government is doing.  

Yesterday, the government indicated that all influenza 

samples in Yukon were now being tested for COVID-19. Some 

jurisdictions have found that the testing has been a stumbling 

block, either through delays or capacity. Can the minister tell 

us if these tests can be processed locally and what efforts are 

being taken to bolster local capacity to do that? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: The Minister of Health and Social 

Services will also help in responding to this question from the 

opposition, but I want to alleviate some of the concerns from 

Yukoners, based upon the bizarre narrative from the Yukon 

Party. This is absolutely top of mind for many Yukoners for 

sure. Now is not the time to panic. It is important to remember 

that the risk in Yukon and in Canada is considered to be low 

and that there have been no confirmed cases in Yukon. 

I completely disagree with the members opposite about the 

state of preparedness of this government. We are extremely 

prepared. The conversations are not only local, but national as 

well. Health authorities are in regular contact and they are 

updating the assessments, and Yukoners will be informed as 

those things change. The information is out there on our 

website. Government agencies and departments are working 

hand in glove to prepare and to ensure a coordinated and 

effective response, and we are regularly working with our 

federal and other provincial and territorial jurisdictions as part 

of a coordinated pan-Canadian response. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, we are following the chief medical 

officer of health as she leads all activities related to coronavirus 

preparedness. We are prepared and we have a plan in place 

should the virus be detected here. 

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, on November 21 last year, 

the Hospital Corporation appeared as witnesses in this House 

and told us that the average occupancy of the hospital, under 

normal conditions, is between 90-percent and 100-percent 

occupancy. They went on to say that a third of the time they are 

indeed at 100 percent. In the event that there are ever 

COVID-19 cases in the territory, the possibility that our 

hospitals will be at or over-capacity is a reality. 

We have seen reports from other jurisdictions in North 

America and Europe that even just a couple of cases can 

overwhelm the health care system if it is not ready. We are 

happy that there are currently no cases of COVID-19 here in 

Yukon, but we need to ensure that we are ready in case it does 

happen so that we aren’t just reacting to events on the fly, like 

the government has been doing so far. 

So, what plans are in place to deal with a potential influx 

of patients at Yukon’s hospitals as a result of COVID-19? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am pleased to rise to respond to the 

question. When talking about COVID-19, it is important for 

Yukoners to know that we in the Yukon are prepared.  

As we’ve noted from our chief medical officer and our 

acting chief medical officer, Yukon is prepared to provide 

support for all the citizens who we have here in the Yukon. I 

want to just acknowledge them for their leadership in guiding 

us and supporting us as we’ve gone through this exercise in the 

last few days, assuring Yukoners that certainly we want to 

provide the supports and provide supports to Yukoners where 

they reside in Yukon communities. We are doing that in 

collaboration with our health centres as well.  

So, I’m very pleased with where we are and I want to thank 

the member opposite for raising this because surely Yukoners 

want to know what the facts are. Rest assured that we are 

providing the necessary supports should the support be 

required.  

Ms. McLeod: Now, as we have mentioned previously in 

this House, the Liberal government has continually 

underfunded the hospital and there’s no mention of COVID-19 

in the budget. There’s no contingency money set aside to deal 

with it, as we can see. Despite what the Deputy Premier claimed 

yesterday, spending money on highways isn’t an effective way 

to deal with the global spread of a virus.  

Can the Minister of Health and Social Services tell us if 

she provided the hospital with any increased financial resources 

in this year’s budget specifically to prepare for this? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, again for our budget here 

— as we did in every previous budget — there is an increased 

amount of money that goes to the Hospital Corporation for 

funding. That is the good news, that we continuously increase 

the funding for Health and Social Services and specifically for 

the Hospital Corporation.  

Now, the members opposite are saying that they want to 

support and they want to help out here in the Legislative 

Assembly and we agree that we would love to have their 

support. I’m heading to Ottawa to coordinate a national 

response with all the premiers and with the Prime Minister. I’m 

doing that tomorrow. The Official Opposition refuses to pair 

with me as I go to Ottawa.  

Again, Mr. Speaker, if they want to help out, there are 

things that they can do to help out and there are things that we 

have asked them to do that they’re refusing to do.  

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Hassard: As you all know, tourism is a key 

contributor to Yukon’s economy. However, world events are 

aligning to make this a difficult summer. The federal 

government has indicated that the Canadian tourism sector is 

expected to see a $550-million downturn from the Chinese 

market alone. Canada’s top doctor has told Canadians not to 

travel by cruise ship. The US state department has told 

Americans the same thing. Yet the Minister of Tourism and 



970 HANSARD March 10, 2020 

 

Culture claimed yesterday — and I’ll quote: “… it’s business 

as usual.” 

So, can the Minister of Tourism and Culture explain to us 

how projected declines to the tourism sector and the collapse of 

the cruise ship industry are business as usual? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank 

you for raising the questions again today. I am happy to update 

Yukoners on where things are at in terms of tourism. We had a 

lengthy discussion yesterday about what we are doing with our 

business community and how we are working in collaboration. 

We certainly have committed to working in this way around 

tourism. We believe that we have all of our partners at the table. 

We continue to monitor the impact of COVID-19 on Yukon’s 

tourism industry. 

I had briefings with my department this morning again just 

to check in to see where we are at in terms of the cruise ship 

industry, which is very important to Yukoners. We recognize 

that, absolutely. 

We are continuing to work with our federal partners at 

Destination Canada and the Yukon’s chief medical officer of 

health to assess the situation. We are continuing to work with 

our federal, provincial, and territorial partners to continue to 

work together on strategies and to mitigate impacts that may 

come from COVID-19. We are adjusting as we go. This is a 

very fluid situation that is happening in Canada. What is really 

important is that Yukoners do not panic, because we are 

working very hard with our partners. 

Mr. Hassard: Yesterday, the Minister of Tourism and 

Culture was asked about the impacts of COVID-19 on the 

tourism sector, and the minister, as I said, claimed that it was 

business as usual. Well, the Official Opposition has obtained a 

letter from the industry association sent out late yesterday 

calling into question the minister’s claims. The letter states that 

they are urgently compiling statistics and estimates about the 

expected downturn in their industry this summer so that they 

can show the government that business is anything but usual. 

So, the minister doesn’t even have the statistics to know what 

the impacts will be. 

Last week, the minister stated that her department was 

having bi-weekly calls with the federal government to share 

data about what the impacts of COVID-19 will be on the 

tourism industry. So, Mr. Speaker, can the minister tell us what 

her department has told the federal government in those bi-

weekly calls with respect to the Yukon tourism sector? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: So, Mr. Speaker, what we are seeing 

from TIA is exactly what we asked for when we met with the 

business community yesterday. Today, again, the conversation 

is continuing — which is that we need anecdotal information, 

and we need to know from industries where we are currently 

and what the effects are on this particular issue when it comes 

to a national presence and what the federal government can do 

also.  

Thank you to TIA for their quick response to the direction 

from the Minister of Tourism and Culture, the Minister of 

Economic Development, and me to get out there quickly and to 

do the analysis necessary as opposed to speculating, as the 

opposition would do. 

Mr. Speaker, what we’re doing on this side of the House 

— again, when it comes to the economic considerations, we 

have $3 million in income tax reductions this year for Yukoners 

in this budget. If you add that to the $7 million that the federal 

government announced already, that’s $10 million a year that 

Yukoners are saving in income tax right now.  

When it comes to businesses, our small business 

investment tax has blown the doors off of the thresholds there 

to help local businesses like Air North as they put money into 

new investments in tourism and new investments in reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. Add on to that the $360-plus million 

in capital assets that are getting out the door this year — 

Mr. Speaker, this budget is exactly what other jurisdictions are 

envious of. We have solutions here locally and we are using 

them. We are heading to Ottawa to ask for a coordinated effort 

from the nation as well.  

Mr. Hassard: It’s clear that the Premier has never been 

in business because otherwise he would know that if you don’t 

make any money, you don’t pay any taxes.  

I’ll just recap here, Mr. Speaker. The federal government 

has predicted significant declines to the tourism industry. 

Canada’s chief public health officer has told Canadians not to 

travel on cruise ships. The US state department has told 

Americans not to travel on cruise ships.  

Mr. Speaker, on February 25, deputy ministers responsible 

for culture and heritage from across this country met via 

teleconference. During that meeting, did Yukon express any 

concerns about the impacts of COVID-19 on our tourism sector 

and did we request stimulus money from Canada?  

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I want to reassure Yukoners that the 

threat of COVID-19 is still low. It’s low in Canada. We are 

working together to protect our tourism industry. We recognize 

that there may be impacts. We are working with our partners on 

this. We’re absolutely working with them. Our department is in 

constant communication. They were with Holland America 

today — on a daily basis — so they’re talking. There are no 

ports that have been closed. There isn’t a complete collapse of 

the cruise ship industry at this time.  

There is great concern — absolutely. We are working on 

different scenarios with our partners around how to mitigate 

this. The opposition keeps talking about a downturn of 

$550 million in Chinese tourism. That is exactly why, in the 

Yukon, we have a diverse market. We do not fully rely on the 

Asian market. It is important to us, but we do not fully rely on 

it because our markets are spread out — and we did that 

purposefully. 

So, I want to reassure Yukoners again that we are working 

together with our partners. This is important to us as Yukoners. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — employee 
sick leave 

Ms. White: Yesterday, in the context of COVID-19, I 

asked the government to introduce paid sick leave for all 

employees in the Yukon so that all workers can make the 

sensible choice to stay home if they are feeling sick. Believe it 

or not, the minister said that it is not needed, because workers 

should simply work from home. Well, here is a reality check. 



March 10, 2020 HANSARD 971 

 

In Yukon, school bus drivers, who interact with dozens of kids 

each and every day, don’t have paid sick leave and can’t work 

from home. The majority of retail and hospitality workers, 

whose job is to deal with the public every day, don’t have paid 

sick days and can’t work from home. So hopefully now the 

minister understands why paid sick leave is not a luxury for 

some, but a critical tool for public health. 

Mr. Speaker, let me ask again: Will this government 

introduce paid sick leave for all workers so that they can make 

the responsible choice to stay home when they are sick? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I thank the member opposite for 

the question. Yesterday, when it first got posed, I said that there 

are some people who are able to work from home, and if they 

are still working, they are still working. The question that is 

being proposed is a change to legislation. I thank the member 

opposite for that question. 

I think we always work with our employers and our 

employees to discuss the situation. We are working with the 

federal government to talk to them about their role around 

things like employment insurance. So, there is conversation that 

is happening. I want to say that, as several of the other ministers 

have said today, and the Premier, there is no case of coronavirus 

here in the territory. I spoke directly with the chief medical 

officer of health around this issue regarding the Arctic Winter 

Games, and I just want to reassure people that this is not the 

case at this moment.  

We will continue to work with employers and employees 

to support them during their concerns around the potential of 

coronavirus. 

Ms. White: Government is able to make changes to 

legislation and that is why we have raised the question. 

A study by the US Centre for Disease Control found that, 

in the food service industry, 59 percent of workers had worked 

while sick. A majority of these workers cited a lack of paid sick 

leave as the reason for going to work despite being sick. I have 

worked in both the food and retail industries. I know that many 

employees cannot afford to skip a paycheque. Even if they 

could, employees fear that taking a sick day will lose them 

entire shifts, hours, or even their jobs. These are the people who 

make the food we enjoy every time we eat out. They are key 

workers in the economy and in our communities too. But 

without being able to afford time off, these people are left 

working while sick.  

Mr. Speaker, why won’t the minister ensure that 

hospitality and food service industry workers can afford to stay 

home when they are sick by introducing paid sick leave for all 

Yukon workers? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I again thank the member opposite 

for her suggestion. I did open the conversation this morning 

with the department. I am happy to have a look at it. But I do 

want to note that, especially for our food and beverage industry, 

it is one of the places where you might find minimum wage 

workers. I will say that, following an order from the 

Employment Standards Board. on April 1, 2020 — this year — 

Yukon’s minimum wage will increase from $12.71 per hour to 

$13.71 per hour. This increase was achieved by raising the 

minimum wage by the 2019 consumer price index for 

Whitehorse, which was two percent, and an additional 

75-percent increase.  

I think we are working to support employees and 

employers, as I have already said, and we will continue to work 

with them. I thank the member opposite for her question. 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, I didn’t think I could be any 

more disappointed in the non-answers that I have received, but 

it turns out that I was wrong.  

Jurisdictions that are most affected by COVID-19 are 

turning to drastic measures in order to stay afloat. In Italy, the 

government has suspended mortgages and household bills to 

help folks deal with the economic impact of COVID-19. But 

these measures were put in place in reaction to the outbreak 

rather than in prevention of it. The Yukon situation is worlds 

away from Italy — I know that — but they and we, the 

government, have a choice to make. Do we wait until 

COVID-19 is found in Yukon to take action, or do we enact 

smart, preventive strategies ahead of time? 

Mr. Speaker, will this government commit to making 

Yukon a leader in disease prevention by introducing paid sick 

leave or will it maintain the status quo and force Yukon workers 

to choose between a paycheque or going to work sick?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Even though we do answer the 

questions — just because the members opposite don’t like the 

answers, that doesn’t mean we are not answering those 

questions.  

So, again, we are monitoring this current situation. This is 

not Italy; she is right. I don’t think that Italy has paid leave for 

all of their workers either, for that matter — but, on the same 

point, monitoring other jurisdictions in Canada is a key part of 

what we are doing right now. We are coordinating our efforts 

from the finance ministers’ perspectives on health and social 

services, economic development, tourism and culture, and also 

with the First Ministers’ meetings as well. We will have a 

coordinated effort when it comes to those federal 

conversations. We are looking at other jurisdictions as to what 

they are doing, in a country where the risk is low.  

The member opposite keeps on comparing us to Italy and 

asking us what we are going to do if we become Italy. Well, 

again, Mr. Speaker, we are going to concentrate on today’s 

issues in Yukon, and we are going to act according to what is 

happening today in Yukon in the short term and with a long-

term plan as well to work with partner governments, with 

federal governments, and also coordinating our efforts with 

jurisdictions that we rely on for health care, including 

Vancouver, Edmonton, and Calgary. Members opposite don’t 

like the response, but we are absolutely prepared today and are 

working on being prepared for the long term if and when this 

becomes a bigger situation than it currently already is. 

Question re: Graduation ceremony funding 

Ms. Van Bibber: As many Yukoners know, graduation 

time each year is an exciting time for all involved, but it also 

can be an expensive time. It came to our attention a few weeks 

ago that the three high schools in Whitehorse that use a raffle 

to offset costs associated with annual graduation ceremonies 

would not be able to obtain a licence from the Yukon 



972 HANSARD March 10, 2020 

 

government for the raffle. This means that there will be a 

shortfall for families trying to cover expenses this year. On 

February 11, 2020, the grad committee sent an e-mail to the 

Minister of Education requesting a meeting but did not hear 

back from the minister’s office for almost two weeks, and then 

the minister refused to meet and pushed it off to officials. 

We understand that a meeting took place yesterday. Can 

the minister provide us with details of that meeting and if 

solutions to the funding shortfall have been found? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Unfortunately, much of the 

information in the question, or the preamble to the question, is 

incorrect, and I am very pleased to be able to rise today to give 

correct information to Yukoners, because that is what this is 

about. Yukoners deserve to have information that will assist 

them when they are concerned about an issue. 

Graduation from high school, Mr. Speaker, is an extremely 

important milestone, and we support the school communities as 

they work toward these types of celebrations for their students. 

A number of issues have arisen with respect to the opportunities 

for a raffle, which is something that we may all know about. It 

has been happening for the last number of years with respect to 

graduations. 

We are working with the school staff to share more 

information about fundraising alternatives for the substance-fee 

proms which have been chosen by the students and the options 

to address the costs that are associated with the cap-and-gown 

ceremonies which, in turn, support the conversations at the 

school level between the students, the administration, the grad 

planning committees, as well as parents.  

Ms. Van Bibber: One of the biggest concerns that we’ve 

heard is with respect to costs for the cap-and-gown ceremony. 

One of our Whitehorse area high schools will be charging $150 

per student to participate in the cap-and-gown ceremony and it 

is unclear how this charge was arrived at, especially since the 

school already owns the clothing.  

The reality is that some families will find it cost-

prohibitive to attend graduation. With so many other expenses 

associated with this time of year and the ability to raise money 

through a raffle not available, will the minister commit to cover 

the costs of a cap-and-gown ceremony at every Yukon high 

school until a long-term solution can be found?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I want to reiterate how important 

graduation ceremonies are for high school students and their 

families. It’s an important milestone as they move through their 

high school careers and on to whatever they choose to do in the 

future.  

It is extremely important that these opportunities are 

affordable for families. Some issues have arisen. I don’t think 

any final determinations have been made — again, 

unfortunately, some fear-mongering and details coming from 

the other side that are simply not yet available to me with 

respect to the final decisions. In fact, the approach that is being 

taken with the Department of Education is that this opportunity 

must be available to all students. The schools are working 

together. They are working together with the families. They are 

working together with the graduation committees to resolve 

these issues going forward so that every student can participate 

in a high school graduation that they have earned through their 

hard work and determination.  

Question re: École Whitehorse Elementary School 
improvements 

Mr. Kent: At 70 years old, École Whitehorse 

Elementary School, or EWES, is the oldest school in the 

Yukon. It has served many students well over the years, but it 

needs significant repair and/or replacement. In a seismic study 

from 2013, it was determined that the building would require 

$6.6 million in upgrades to address a number of identified 

issues.  

After attending the February school council meeting, I sent 

an e-mail to the minister on this topic, and in response to that 

e-mail, she mentioned that some work has been done, but 

structural seismic work related to the school would be 

addressed in renovation or replacement plans. 

So, can the minister tell us how much of the original 

$6.6 million still needs to be spent and if any money in this 

budget is earmarked for this work this year? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The École Whitehorse Elementary 

School is a priority for renovation and replacement in our 

capital plan for this year, has been last year, and going forward. 

The recognition, of course, is that Whitehorse Elementary 

School is the oldest school building — having been built in 

1952 — and needs to have some modern approaches 

implemented. It currently presents some challenges — that 

being the building itself — to the learning situation, including 

things like mobile technology, for an example. 

I have been pleased to receive the letter from the member 

opposite to outline in that letter the determinations that will be 

made this year. It is in this year’s capital budget for work to be 

done at Whitehorse Elementary School so that the life of that 

school can be extended to the point where a decision can be 

made going forward with respect to replacement schools for 

elementary schools in Whitehorse. 

Mr. Kent: So, the minister spoke about challenges at the 

school, and one of those challenges is with respect to the design 

of the egress for the gym. Due to that, they are unable to hold 

assemblies that include the entire student body. 

I have previously asked the minister about capital upgrades 

to the school in that e-mail, including additional washrooms 

and improvements to the gym egress, which would allow the 

school community to have an assembly that would include the 

entire student body. The minister mentioned — in that letter 

that she sent back to me — that these and other projects were 

at various stages of planning and development. 

So, can the minister tell us if there is any money in this 

year’s budget to address the two projects that I brought up — 

the washrooms and the gym egress? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: There is money in this year’s 

budget. We recently had a meeting between the Department of 

Education and the Department of Highways and Public Works. 

We often have those meetings, but this was to talk about the 

particular projects here at the school — École Whitehorse 

Elementary School. 
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School capital projects, Mr. Speaker, are prioritized based 

on criteria such as building age and safety needs and, of course, 

programming requirements, which is one of the factors 

involving this school. We continue to plan for the enrolment 

trends for this program as well and we’re working with École 

Whitehorse Elementary School Council and the community, as 

well as the French immersion community, to plan for short-, 

medium-, and long-term options for the school, some of which 

are accounted for in this year’s budget.  

Mr. Kent: I’m hoping that the minister, in her final 

response, will be able to confirm that it’s the washrooms and 

the gym egress specifically that are two of the projects that 

they’re looking at for Whitehorse Elementary this summer.  

The budget documents tabled last week mentioned two 

projects that could apply to EWES, but unfortunately, it lacks 

specifics for us to be certain what they’re about. The first is a 

Whitehorse school replacement in 2024-25, and the second is 

an elementary school expansion in that same year. The minister 

and her colleagues claim that their budget process would 

provide certainty to Yukoners; however, these vague references 

in the budget do anything but provide certainty, especially for 

the EWES community.  

So, Mr. Speaker, can the minister tell us if either of these 

budget line items is related to EWES? If so, which one? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I should note that, more than a year 

ago, I met with the school council for Whitehorse Elementary 

on the basis of starting these conversations and participating in 

them. We have on many occasions since that time spoken. 

We’ve asked the school council for their preferences going 

forward. That is presumably where — the list the member 

opposite emailed to me regarding the details of those priorities 

set for the school.  

We’re working with school communities for them to set 

the priorities and for them to tell us the most important projects 

that they have. We’re working through the Department of 

Education with Highways and Public Works for the purposes 

of communicating that information and having those priorities 

set as a team as one government so that things are being 

accomplished.  

We recently, for example, replaced the hockey arena at 

École Whitehorse Elementary School. The egress at the 

gymnasium and the potential for additional washrooms are two 

priorities that they have brought forward and that we accept as 

issues with respect to the concerns at that particular school. The 

work will continue.  

We will try to set priorities working with our school 

communities so that individually they are participating in this 

decision-making.  

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

Notice of opposition private members’ business 

Mr. Kent: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), I would 

like to identify the item standing in the name of the Official 

Opposition to be called on Wednesday, March 13, 2020. It is 

Motion No. 191, standing in the name of the Member for Lake 

Laberge. 

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), I would 

like to identify the item standing in the name of the Third Party 

to be called on Wednesday, March 13, 2020. It is Motion 

No. 123, standing in the name of the Member for Takhini-

Kopper King.  

Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, we often rely on scripts 

provided to us and I had some difficulty with dates. Just to 

confirm that my motion — and, I presume, the motion for the 

Third Party — will be called on Wednesday, March 11, 2020.  

Ms. White: I thought I had caught it when I said “2020”, 

but indeed, it is March 11, 2020.  

Speaker: Both of these motions will be debated on 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020. 

 

Speaker: We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
Unanimous consent to move without notice a 
motion to rescind an Order of the House 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, I request the 

unanimous consent of the House to move, without notice, a 

motion to rescind the November 25, 2019 Order of the House 

adopting Motion No. 121 that provides for the House to stand 

adjourned from its rising on Thursday, March 12, 2020, until 

1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020.  

Speaker: The Minister of Community Services has 

requested the unanimous consent of the House to move, without 

notice, a motion to rescind the November 25, 2019 Order of the 

House adopting Motion No. 121 that provides for the House to 

stand adjourned from its rising on Thursday, March 12, 2020, 

until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS 

Motion No. 194 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I move:  

THAT the November 25, 2019 Order of the House 

adopting Motion No. 121 that provides for the House to stand 

adjourned from its rising on Thursday, March 12, 2020, until 

1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020, be rescinded.  

 

Speaker: It is moved by the Minister of Community 

Services:  

THAT the November 25, 2019 Order of the House 

adopting Motion No. 121 that provides for the House to stand 

adjourned from its rising on Thursday, March 12, 2020, until 

1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020, be rescinded.  

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will just begin by saying that this 

past weekend and the cancellation of the Arctic Winter Games 

have been difficult on our athletes, on the sporting community, 

on all the organizers, on all the volunteers, on all the sponsors, 

and on all the folks here in this Legislature, here in the territory, 

and across the circumpolar north.  
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I wanted to just, first and foremost, to say thank you to 

everyone. It has been a tough thing for everyone to get through 

and to deal with, and I know that we will rally around our 

athletes. I know that all of us here in this Legislature continue 

to be supportive of our athletes and our organizers, our 

volunteers, all the sponsors — everybody. I appreciate that this 

has been a unanimous sentiment from this Legislature and I just 

want to thank all Yukoners for that sentiment. 

I know that originally our notion was to provide time for 

all of us to volunteer and support the games. Now that the 

games are not happening, I think the best course of action is for 

us to continue doing our work here in the Legislative Assembly 

to represent our ridings and our communities. That is why I 

have presented this motion to us. I think that overall I still 

encourage all of us to continue to show our colours, to support 

and rally around our athletes, and to support those businesses 

that were sponsoring the games so that we can continue to 

support them. 

I thank members for the opportunity to present this motion 

so that we can continue to work. 

 

Mr. Kent:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. While this is 

largely a procedural motion, the minister did outline why it has 

come to the floor of the House. Like him, I too would like to 

acknowledge and express the disappointment that many 

Yukoners and athletes from around the north feel with respect 

to the cancelling of the 2020 Arctic Winter Games — especially 

the volunteers, coaches, and athletes who were significantly 

vested in these games. We understand, of course, how difficult 

a decision it must have been, but it was a decision made for the 

health and safety of those involved with the games, and it was 

a decision made based on the best medical advice. So, we 

certainly appreciate that. 

In rescinding the break for next week, we can hopefully get 

back to as normal as possible in the shortest time possible by 

continuing our deliberations in this Legislature on behalf of all 

Yukoners. 

I thank the members opposite for bringing this forward and 

of course we will be supporting this motion. 

 

Ms. White: The Yukon NDP echo the thoughts of our 

colleagues. We were also saddened to hear the news on 

Saturday with the cancellation of the Arctic Winter Games. I 

think about my nephews — one competing in snowboarding 

and one in archery. But I have to say that they are very proud 

to wear their outfits and I can only imagine what schools looked 

like on Monday. Regretfully, I’m not a teacher and I didn’t get 

to see it.  

Although we will be seeing people in their blue jackets — 

their white jackets for officials and the red jackets as 

participants — the hard decision was made and we appreciate 

how hard that decision must have been. We agree that we 

should go back to business as usual. We will be supporting this 

motion.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close 

debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard on this motion?  

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I just want to echo a comment that 

I heard from the Member for Takhini-Kopper King. I do 

encourage all Yukoners who have received their jackets as 

athletes, volunteers, and officials that we do show our colours. 

I think it’s great. I hope all Yukoners say hi and just cheer them 

on.  

On the weekend, I got a note from a young constituent who 

was going to be competing. He expressed his concern, so I 

picked up the phone and I called him. I’m just going to read his 

note back to me.  

“I would just like to thank you again for the call yesterday. 

I was pretty disappointed. I believe my first e-mail reflected 

that. However, you calling helped clear up any confusion and 

annoyance. Thank you for all the work you have put in, and 

again, thanks for calling. Also, if you have any pins that may 

go to waste, I could always have a place for them.” 

I will have some pins and I’ll share them across with all 

members of the Legislature to share out. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker, and thanks for everybody’s indulgence on this.  

Motion No. 194 agreed to  

 

Speaker: Government bills.  

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — 
Second Reading 

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 201, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 201, entitled 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now read a second time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now 

read a second time. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I am pleased to rise this afternoon to 

begin debate on Bill No. 201, Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20. This Supplementary Estimates No. 2 is an exercise in 

taking advantage of opportunities when they are present. Some 

of these are opportunities that have come about because of our 

strong relationship with other governments. Some of these 

opportunities are a result of a hot economy and a growing 

population that forces us — in a good way — to build for our 

future. Some of these opportunities are the result of hard work, 

projects going ahead of schedule, or the foresight to realize that 

more work needs to be done. Some of these opportunities are 

financial, as we are taking advantage of recoverable funding 

opportunities while we have the chance. Yukoners know that 

the Official Opposition has taken a different position — 

namely, that we shouldn’t take advantage of this federal money 

on the table. Well, we disagree.  

We are able to invest in a future for all Yukoners because, 

over the last three and a half years, we have done our planning 

and built a foundation. The small changes that we see before us 

are the results of opportunities, and changes come in many 

ways. For example, we are proud of the work that our 
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government is doing to promote media production in Yukon. 

These supplementary estimates include support for a 10th 

season of production of everyone’s favourite television reality 

series, Yukon Gold Rush.  

We want to ensure that we meet the needs of Yukon First 

Nation students and offer all students the opportunity to learn 

about Yukon First Nations’ rich and diverse history, culture, 

languages, and ways of knowing, doing, and being. By working 

together, we have found opportunities to provide additional 

funding to support further collaboration with Yukon First 

Nations. This is through the joint education action plan and 

related community-level joint education priorities. 

Overall, we are dealing with a responsible increase in 

spending as compared to the main estimates of 2019-20. The 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, Supplementary Estimates 

No. 2 forecasts an increase of $26.2 million in operation and 

maintenance growth spending, offset with an increase of 

$12.7 million in recoveries.  

Capital spending is forecast to be decreased by 

$7.2 million, with a decrease of $8.4 million in recoveries. 

Revenues are forecast to decrease by $496,000 due to a slight 

decrease in Yukon tax and general revenues. These changes 

will result in a deficit of $18.6 million, which reflects only a 

minor change overall. This is a result of a variety of factors 

including increased investment in infrastructure, tangible 

capital assets which result in a different accounting treatment, 

and differences to accounting adjustments.  

This year-end net debt forecast is forecasted to be 

$60.8 million. Overall, these changes show a government 

responding to the needs of a growing territory in areas of 

investment that are valued by Yukoners like health, education, 

and safety.  

So, let’s get into some of these details.  

Overall, we are seeing an increase in Supplementary 

Estimates No. 2 of $26.2 million in O&M. Almost half of this 

is balanced by a matching increase in recoveries. The biggest 

single increase is from wildland fire suppression — 

$4.5 million for a fire season that continued to burn as we 

prepared the fall supplementary estimates. That’s 

extraordinary, Mr. Speaker. It was beyond all regular fire 

seasons’ expectations for size, location, complexity, and, of 

course, length. Ensuring the safety of Yukoners is essential and 

is something that comes at a cost.  

There are also significant increases to Health and Social 

Services of $12.8 million. This funding is across numerous 

programs and much of it is recoverable through funding 

agreements.  

That money goes to things like Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter to support expanding services. Over the past year, the 

shelter has provided much-needed supports for our most 

vulnerable citizens. It has also helped give our citizens a sense 

of belonging.  

Also, to support First Nation children and family programs 

through the child and family services protection and 

enhancement initiatives as promised, $2.2 million has been 

added this year to ensure that Yukoners have an expanded 

orthopaedic program at Whitehorse General Hospital. This 

includes consultations, treatments, and surgeries at Whitehorse 

General Hospital as we add an additional surgeon and staff 

required to operate this program, including nurses and 

physiotherapists. This made-in-Yukon approach leverages 

local supports and improves accessibility and continuity of 

care. 

Surgeries that previously went out-of-territory now get to 

stay home. Data from 2019 to date show that 150 surgeries that 

previously would have been done in hospitals outside of Yukon 

were done here at home, which represents a significant savings 

in avoided medical travel and medevacs.  

Another significant change is $3.6 million for Energy, 

Mines and Resources. This is an opportunity to do work that is 

mostly recoverable as well. Additional funding includes 

construction to support mining activities and revised workplans 

for assessment and abandonment and energy projects. 

Recycling is getting increasingly expensive and we have to put 

an additional $250,000 into the recycling fund. We are also 

committing to improving the system for waste, decreasing our 

reliance on single-use products, and working with our partners 

to have Yukoners rethink their consumption practices.  

We are proud that some of our other commitments have 

come to fruition after a lot of hard work. We have heard from 

Yukoners that these are important initiatives that we want to get 

off the ground now. Programs like the sexualized assault 

response team — this is delivering integrated linked services 

focused on victim needs and choices. It ensures consistent and 

coordinated support for victims by providing high quality and 

timely responses and services to ensure that they get the care 

that they need. 

Yukon played a key role during the National Inquiry into 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. Now that 

this commission has issued its calls for justice, we are 

responding in a manner that changes the story for indigenous 

women, girls, and two-spirited Yukoners and their families. We 

are working in partnership with the Yukon Advisory 

Committee to develop a Yukon-wide strategy that addresses the 

calls for justice in our territory.  

As mentioned, we have increased recoveries to the tune of 

$12.7 million. This is an example of maximizing every dollar 

we can that is coming from federal and other funds. The biggest 

increase in recoveries are in Health and Social Services and 

Energy, Mines and Resources. Health recoveries are increasing, 

thanks to the territorial health investment funding and Family 

and Children Enhancement Services and prevention initiative 

funding as well.  

EMR recoveries are increasing due to environmental 

assessment and work on abandoned mines, including wells and 

former placer claims. 

Other departments are also seeing increases in recoveries, 

like funding from Public Safety Canada for the national crime 

prevention strategy, also the family information liaison unit for 

Justice, Peel land use planning, and — last but not least — 

habitat stewardship programs. 

There are fewer changes to capital than we saw in O&M. 

Overall, the change is a decrease of $7.2 million. The bulk of 
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that is in Community Services and the Yukon Development 

Corporation. 

Land development was delayed and therefore reduced by 

the early onset of winter. 

There is a nearly $4-million reduction in capital 

appropriations due to a delay in approval for the arctic energy 

fund project and that work is still coming. 

We did see some small increases in capital worth 

mentioning. The biggest is for finishing for the French language 

secondary school. This is a great example of an opportunity to 

push forward when we are ready so that we can expect changes 

like this in the grand scheme of things of getting work done. 

Other capital increases include a Family and Children’s 

Services case management system. 

There is also spending on the Peel land use plan 

implementation. Earlier this year, we worked with First Nations 

to celebrate the completion of the Peel Watershed Regional 

Land Use Plan. Now, with the support from the federal 

government, we can designate and create management plans, 

help establish national historic sites, and designate off-road 

vehicle management areas. 

Also, working on the permit hunt authorization system, 

boat launch and dock repairs, and a national disaster mitigation 

program — much of this work being recoverable. These are 

things that Yukoners value — making lives better for Yukon 

families, protecting the Peel, being out on the land, enjoying 

our waterways, and ensuring that we can continue to do the 

things that we enjoy for years to come. 

In terms of capital recoveries, Mr. Speaker, we are seeking 

a decrease of $8.45 million, not so dissimilar from the decrease 

in capital spending. 

Just as some projects progress at a faster pace, it is not 

uncommon for projects to run into delays — shifting 

expectations. Delayed work means delaying funding returning 

to the territory for that work. It is important to note that delays 

do not mean cancelled projects. Sometimes the resources — 

human or physical — are not available on our timelines, so 

timelines change; so recoveries change.  

As mentioned, we have a delay in the Arctic energy fund 

project that is still in the scoping stage. Some projects require 

additional planning and scoping, such as the Ross River school 

remediation and the Old Crow health centre.  

Lastly, there are minor changes to revenue in this 

supplementary estimate.  

We are forecasting revenues to decrease by $496,000. 

Forecasts for sales of land were down; however, that is a delay 

rather than an actual decline. As spring comes around, that 

inevitability and availability will ramp up again. But we also 

saw an increase in corporate income tax, a reflection of our 

strong economy in the past few years.  

Mr. Speaker, this second supplementary of 2019-20 is an 

example of our government ensuring that Yukoners have what 

they need. There are great opportunities available for us right 

now. We are moving forward on projects where we have 

momentum. 

 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to this as the Official 

Opposition Finance critic, I do have to note that, while of 

course we do support some of the projects contained within this 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, as with any of the budgets 

presented by this government, we do overall have concerns 

with the decisions made by the government, particularly in the 

case of their habit of spending beyond the territory’s means.  

I note that this revised appropriation act still shows the 

Yukon with some $60 million in net debt, as the Premier noted. 

That is due to choices made by this Liberal government. I 

would point out that spending into the red and depleting the 

financial resources of Yukoners and future Yukon generations 

is happening at a time when the federal revenues have never 

been higher.  

We have seen significant increases in the federal transfer 

payments in the past two fiscal years. The growth of that 

transfer payment over the previous year is $58.3 million in the 

upcoming fiscal year and $53.4 million in the fiscal year just 

ending. So just to clarify that for — to phrase that slightly 

differently, in case my explanation was unclear — the change 

between 2018-19 and 2019-20 was a $53.4 million increase in 

the federal transfer, and the change between the federal transfer 

in 2020-21 is $58.3 million.  

So, in total, if you look at the numbers for a population of 

a territory of roughly 40,000 people, you’re seeing an increase 

in federal funding in just a single year of over $1,000 per 

person. You’re also seeing a total in the last two years — the 

increase alone to the federal transfer is $111.7 million. Taking 

a look at that and looking then at the actual spending by this 

Liberal government as estimated in Supplementary Estimates 

No. 2 — also known as the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, 

which we’re currently debating — the expenses, as shown on 

page S-3, that the government is expecting to spend for the 

current fiscal year do come down to over $36,000 per person 

based on a population of 40,000 people. So, the rate of spending 

in comparison to other jurisdictions is quite high.  

We have gone through in the past, and we will outline in 

the future, some of the more obvious wasteful decisions made 

by this Liberal government, but I want to also point to the fact 

that, while they’re wasting money in some areas, there are other 

areas that we’ve seen government consistently underestimate 

and underfund in their main budget for the year. That causes us 

to wonder, with the 2020-21 main estimates — we question the 

government’s claim that they will be in surplus at the end of the 

year because of what we’ve seen in the Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20 and in previous years.  

Mr. Speaker, this includes the fact that we’ve seen, for 

three years in a row, where government has in its main 

estimates significantly underestimated the cost of social 

assistance payments. In the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, 

we see the adjustment to that totalling some $1.5 million in 

adjustments that they did not previously provide funding for 

and which I do question whether this was in fact simply just a 

choice to make the budget look rosier when presented in the 

spring.  

We’ve also seen — there has been substantial debate in this 

Legislative Assembly about the government not providing 
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adequate funding for the Yukon Hospital Corporation. My 

colleague, the Member for Watson Lake and our Official 

Opposition Health critic, and I in the fall asked questions about 

this. Our questions were dismissed by both the Health minister 

and the Premier.  

When our health critic, during the appearance of the Yukon 

Hospital Corporation witnesses in November, noted the fact 

that we were told by department officials in spring budget 

briefings last year that $2.8 million that had been requested by 

the hospital for the previous fiscal year wasn’t provided by 

government until the start of the next fiscal year — a 

$2.8-million shortfall for the hospital matters, Mr. Speaker. 

Those numbers were recognized by witnesses when they 

appeared, and they also informed us of the fact that — the CEO 

of the Hospital Corporation told us in the fall that the hospital 

was still waiting on some of its core funding for this fiscal year 

and told us that they would only have a balanced budget for 

2019-20 if a pending decision by government on — quote — 

“core funding” was approved. He also said — and I quote: “We 

had set a budget early in the year, and we are right now looking 

to make sure that core funding has been established in its 

entirety.” 

In the fall, I criticized the government’s decision for, eight 

months into the fiscal year, the fact that the hospital was still 

waiting for millions of dollars in core funding for the current 

year. The Premier dismissed both me and my colleague, our 

critic for Health and Social Services, and in fact made the 

suggestion on November 25 that government “… has decided 

the budgetary process is so important that it needs to be done 

sooner, not later.” He made that statement on page 836 of 

Hansard. In fact, Mr. Speaker, what we have seen confirmed in 

the information provided by department officials with this 

briefing is that the hospital is waiting in what is now the 12th 

month of the fiscal year. The hospital is finally now about to 

receive $4.6 million in funding that it needed. I will quote from 

the information given to us by officials for that $4.6 million for 

Yukon hospital services. I quote directly from the document: 

“Yukon Hospital Corporation — Funding for various areas, 

mainly to address funding shortfalls.” Mr. Speaker, that is quite 

simply unacceptable. 

Adding up the underbudgeting for social assistance and for 

the Hospital Corporation, it seems that, in fiscal year 2019-20, 

the government’s budget understated by $6 million, just for 

those two areas, the amount of money that they should have 

known would be required by the hospital and by social 

assistance. It causes us to question the numbers for the next 

fiscal year and, in fact, even causes me to question the numbers 

in this Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — because, for all we 

know, since it is based only on month seven of a fiscal year — 

just past the halfway mark of the fiscal year — we may see 

additional appropriations brought forward in the fall or 

adjustments may occur when we finally see the Public 

Accounts for the 2019-20 fiscal year.  

I would also note that the Liberal government, after 

bragging in the fall about the decision to increase capital 

funding and our concerns about the apparent connection to the 

federal election campaign, we see in the Third Appropriation 

Act 2019-20 that they have actually lapsed a significant amount 

of capital that they were expecting to spend. According to the 

line item, the total sums required or not required on page 4 of 

the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, the amount appears to be 

$10.4 million in funding that is being lapsed.  

Again, Mr. Speaker, I do want to mention as well — in 

noting that the $26.2 million the Premier referenced in 

spending and the capital funding that has been lapsed and has 

gone into what the Deputy Premier likes to call his “didn’t-get-

‘er done” pile, we are concerned overall about the direction and 

the decisions being made by the elected leadership of this 

government. I do want to also clarify and remind officials that 

when we do criticize the decisions that are made, including the 

accounting choices, that I and the Official Opposition recognize 

that ultimately those decisions are made by Cabinet. Officials, 

while providing their best advice to the elected leadership — 

ultimately, the decisions are the responsibility of the ministers 

and the Premier and Cabinet collectively.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to spend too much 

more time here on debate on the Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, while just noting those concerns. I should also 

mention, with regard to the funding for the Hospital 

Corporation, that the additional funding for the orthopaedics 

program that was included in that $4.6 million — I believe that 

this is a good program. I am pleased to see the expansion of the 

orthopaedic program. But the fact is that, based on the 

information provided to us, the doctor who is providing those 

services and presumably the associated nursing staff began 

work in September of 2019. It does beg the question as to why 

funding for that was not included either in the main estimates 

last year or in the supplementary budget the government 

brought forward in the fall of last year. Instead, it is folded into 

this $4.6 million in funding that the hospital required for the 

current fiscal year and are only getting finally — or are about 

to get — in what is the 12th month of the fiscal year.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will wrap up my remarks and 

look forward to Committee of the Whole.  

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to speak to the third appropriation 

and Supplementary Estimates No. 2. I’m not going to speak to 

the details of what is contained in the supplementary budget. I 

do want to speak, however, to the process.  

We are looking at the second supplementary budget where 

there are 13 departments and agencies represented here. The 

first supplementary budget that was discussed last fall had two. 

I think we all recall — with some chagrin — the amount of time 

that was wasted last fall because of a refusal of the Minister of 

Finance to actually engage in a discussion about other 

departments and getting actually to a discussion on some of the 

trends — some of the issues that might be arising that might be 

leading to some of the issues that we’re now seeing reflected in 

the supplementary budget before us today.  

That’s part of the issue with respect to the whole issue of 

accountability, transparency, and accuracy. Mr. Speaker, four 

years ago, when we saw the first budget from this government 

— and if we look back at the budget speech and the throne 

speech of the day, there were great claims about how we were 
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going to do things differently — this government was. It was 

going to share information with all Members of this Legislative 

Assembly. It was going to ensure that information was 

accurate, up to date, and accessible.  

Today, the Leader of the New Democratic Party, in 

response to queries that we raised during the briefing of the 

supplementary budget last week, received a letter from the 

Minister of Finance. It says — kind of patronizing, in my voice 

— it says, “Thank you for your letter expressing concern over 

the lack of supplementary information for the 2020-21 main 

estimates” — and also going on to talk about the supplementary 

estimates and concerns that we have raised. I’m told in 

briefings this morning, Mr. Speaker, that it’s the direction of 

Management Board — that the information that we have seen 

provided to members of this Legislative Assembly — upon 

which we are supposed to assess and determine whether or not 

what is put forward is accurate adequately reflects the situation 

on the ground. 

I am told that it is a decision that has been taken — not to 

provide that information. I defy members opposite to go back 

and look — even last year, for goodness’ sake — at the 

information that was provided to members on the opposition 

side to support understanding the massive tome that’s placed 

before all members of this House in terms of the budget. There 

is no substantiating information there.  

Mr. Speaker, both with respect to the supplementary 

budget that we’re speaking about today and the main estimates, 

there is no information on the website. Now, I’ve been told 

repeatedly by the Minister of Finance for this government that 

this was happening. It’s not there. So, absent that, we’re left, as 

elected members charged with holding this government to 

account — because that’s what our job is, and even the 

backbenchers who sit there — that’s their job as well, and they 

have no information.  

So, Mr. Speaker, when I look at the information that’s 

provided to members of the opposition with respect to the 

supplementary budget as prepared, I would ask you to look at, 

across the 13 departments and agencies, the information that 

was provided to members of the opposition and see how you 

find a consistent narrative, objectives, and assessed outcome. 

How do you know whether or not — I mean, some of them are 

laughable in terms of even figuring out what is intended here. 

We’ll get into details about that. Some of them don’t even 

express what they are doing. My note in the margin of one of 

these is: “A transfer from what to what?” No information 

provided as to what the original budget amount was in terms of 

the supplementary information provided.  

You know, Mr. Speaker, our job should not be to guess 

what activities government departments and agencies are 

performing on behalf of all Yukoners. That should be 

something that the government should be proudly saying, and 

saying, “This is how we’re doing it and this is how we’re 

measuring our performance.”  

You know, Mr. Speaker, performance measurement — for 

the Premier to stand there and say that the performance plan 

indicates performance — I defy him. I asked the question this 

morning, because he referred to the “acute processing unit”, but 

it is the “arrest processing unit”.  

The arrest processing unit — which, as you will recall, was 

put in place contrary to the recommendations of the Beaton and 

Allen report — was put in place at part of the jail in response 

to the severely intoxicated persons at risk group. 

So, I asked the question. Great — we have this APU, and 

the Premier says that, in the performance plan — and cites it in 

the budget speech — there is a reduction in the number of 

people going through the APU. So, I say, “Great — where are 

the stats?” We don’t keep those; we have no idea.  

So, where is that coming from? It sounds good. We would 

like to feel that it is going down — same with the ER. 

It is problematic for this government to keep referring to 

the ER. Last year, it was a 60-percent reduction in costs around 

ER. We could never get an answer to the question about a 

60-percent reduction of what, and now we are told that visits to 

the ER are decreasing. Decreasing from what to what — what 

are we measuring? If you can’t tell us what you are measuring, 

how do you know you are being successful? We are not talking 

peanuts here. 

When I raise these questions — and we will go back into 

each of these areas, but it is about accountability. It is about 

being transparent about the source of information. It is about 

being able to say, with clarity, what is being done with the fiscal 

resources that the Yukon government is charged with 

stewarding on behalf of all Yukon citizens. Again, that is our 

job, to hold this government to account, but we cannot do it if 

the government refuses to share the information about 

programs, program expectations, program deliverables, simple 

data and statistics — all of which used to be part of the budget 

documentation and which is missing — gone by directive. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we look forward, unfortunately, to trying 

to guess, again — because, again, when I go to the websites — 

supposedly yukon.ca — I am really tired of asking the 

Department of Justice or the Department of Community 

Services, and I get, “Oh, you want to get a licence?” No, I don’t. 

I want to know what the Department of Justice is doing. What 

are its various branches doing? How are they organized, how 

are they organized to achieve the objectives of spending the 

money that is apportioned to them, and how do they measure 

success? Mr. Speaker, I defy you or any other member of this 

Legislative Assembly to find that in any publicly accessible 

document.  

It is unfortunate. Every other government has that kind of 

information. I said this at the briefing to the officials, 

Mr. Speaker. You know, we get the big parts in the federal 

system — that would be in the mains. We don’t have the third 

part of the mains here in terms of any data. When are we going 

to get it? Are we now punting this forward to some future 

government because we can’t get our act together after four 

budgets?  

It really dismays me to be told that it is Management 

Board’s decision not to provide that supplementary budget 

information. It is simple statistics. It would be fine if we had 

the army of public servants that the Minister of Finance and 

each of the ministers here have to back them up as they come 
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in for briefings. On the opposition side, we are one or two 

people. We do it ourselves, Mr. Speaker.  

If I sound frustrated, it’s because I am. I take seriously my 

job to try to represent citizens of this territory in understanding. 

I am not unfamiliar with budgetary processes, Mr. Speaker. I 

spent many years, not just the 10 in this Legislative Assembly, 

intimately involved with the budgetary processes of other 

governments. When I can’t find the basic information to satisfy 

the basic questions of accountability, I am deeply concerned.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close debate 

on second reading of Bill No. 201.  

Does any other member wish to be heard? 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank 

you to my colleagues across the way for their comments. I will 

answer some of the comments from the opposition, and then we 

will move on with other business for today.  

I will start with the Member for Lake Laberge talking 

about spending beyond our means. Mr. Speaker, it’s hard to 

know which way that narrative goes, depending on what day or 

what file the member opposite is speaking to. We are presenting 

a budget currently, this year, in the 2020-21 fiscal year with a 

surplus. We did that through sound financial management.  

Our ability to get capital projects out the door and actually 

accomplishing what we said we would do, by proof of the 

Public Accounts as compared to our main estimates — which, 

again, the opposition used as an accounting flexibility 

mechanism when they would announce massive amounts of 

spending on capital projects and then never get even close to 

those numbers. We are.  

I know it is a little bit confusing to see that these numbers 

come out and we actually accomplish those numbers, but to say 

that we are spending beyond our means but yet we’re putting 

out a balanced budget — it’s an interesting narrative — with an 

unprecedented increase actually of capital assets to help 

Yukoners and to help Yukon businesses in a year where we’re 

being told by the opposition that we need to make sure that we 

help the businesses of Yukon. There is an increase in transfers 

— yes, absolutely. Does the Yukon Party believe that is a bad 

thing? Well, they do now. They sure as heck didn’t when they 

were in government, as we saw a very similar trend — every 

year, an increase in those federal transfers. But now those are 

bad.  

They are asking us on the one hand for stimulus spending 

when it comes to COVID-19, but we are also spending too 

much money — and it’s hard to know where the opposition 

stands on this. The Hospital Corporation again — four years in 

a row of increased funding to the Hospital Corporation and 

we’re spending too much money, but here, we need to spend 

more money. Okay, I’m just trying to keep up.  

Expanding capital —  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of 

order.  

Mr. Cathers: In addition to the Premier seeming to be 

close to imputing unavowed motives to another member or 

perhaps across that line pursuant to Standing Order 19(g), if the 

Premier had been listening for the last three years, I have been 

pointing out to him that the government is not providing 

adequate funding for the Hospital Corporation, but apparently 

he has an interesting narrative today. 

Speaker’s ruling 

Speaker: What I’ve heard so far — I’ll continue to listen 

closely — is that really it’s just a matter of debate between 

members and these are differing narratives. But I will continue 

to listen closely if I hear any areas of concern.  

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Where was I?  

Expanding capital monies — maybe the member opposite 

has another point of order. He seems to be a little perturbed 

from your ruling there, Mr. Speaker.  

Expanding capital monies — again, as mentioned in my 

intro, because — not expanding; sorry, elapsing capital monies 

— we did explain to the member opposite; maybe he wasn’t 

listening — that again, this doesn’t mean cancelled projects. A 

government — whether it’s our government or their 

government — can’t control Mother Nature and we did have an 

early winter. As such, projects are delayed.  

The narrative from the members opposite would have you 

believe otherwise. I think that was about all I got out of the 

member opposite from his response to the second 

supplementary.  

I will turn now to the NDP. Again, it definitely sounds 

frustrated. It sounds like a lecture. It is interesting. I will start 

with this concept of somehow wasting time in a budget 

supplementary last time when we had two departments to 

debate. Yet, the opposition didn’t want to debate that budget. 

They wanted to debate all things government, all things 

political, and all things Yukon. What did we do, Mr. Speaker? 

We said “Okay.” So I sat here for days upon end answering all 

the questions the members opposite would ask me to answer. I 

delivered on that, but now that’s a waste of time. Well, that’s 

interesting, Mr. Speaker.  

Again, in parliamentary procedures across not only Yukon 

but in parliamentary situations right across the world, when we 

debate budgets, we should be debating budgets. What did we 

do? We accommodated the opposition and had general debate 

on everything under the sun. We are happy to do so, yet that 

was a waste of time, according to the opposition.  

The former Leader of the NDP somehow got out of the 

letter — which was responded to extremely quickly — that it 

was somehow patronizing. I take huge —  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Silver: — as the member opposite tried to 

explain this to me, Mr. Speaker — thank you very much. I am 

not happy with her interpretation of our response. Basically, we 

had a letter come in from the opposition a few days ago. 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Speaker: Order. The Premier has the floor. Order. 
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Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we received a letter from 

the opposition a few days ago. Now, whether or not you get a 

letter based on budgetary considerations or issues of concerns 

in rural communities — I don’t see a four-day turnaround as 

patronizing. I see that as a very quick response by a dedicated 

team in the department. But I will let the department know — 

those who helped to draft this letter — that the member 

opposite thinks that they and I are patronizing.  

Also in this letter — and I will read the response — not 

only did we address the concern, we also took into 

consideration the suggestions from the opposition and made 

good on them.  

I will read directly from the letter: “Thank you for your 

March 5, 2020 letter expressing concern about the lack of 

supplementary information in the 2020-21 Main Estimates. 

“As we move forward, the government is looking at other 

opportunities to supply statistical information, including on the 

recently established Open Data portal or at other sites on 

Yukon.ca. 

“Also, the Executive Council Office continues to 

coordinate the development of department strategic business 

plans that will outline department outcomes and performance 

measures. 

“Nevertheless, I understand that the supplementary 

information is useful to you and other groups/citizens to assess 

government spending. I have directed the Department of 

Finance to continue to gather the information that was provided 

last year and to make it available on the budget website. 

“In addition, I would direct your attention to the 

Government of Yukon’s updated Performance Plan. This 

document contains indicators on how the government is 

tracking and whether it is succeeding at achieving its 

priorities.” 

There is a website there, Mr. Speaker. 

“Should you wish additional information I encourage you 

and your colleagues to reach out to the Ministers responsible 

for specific departments.” 

I don’t see one patronizing word in this whole letter, 

Mr. Speaker, and I will follow that up with the conversation 

that we had with Finance just today. Not only do we have the 

fiscal and economic update that is now attached to the budget 

every year, which was never done before — so more 

information — and not only do we have the performance plans 

every year — which was never done before and which is over 

80 pages of information — not in the past where the Yukon 

Party would brag about things that were happening; it’s more 

about an indication of where we are as a society compared to 

other standards right across the world. It’s not all good news, 

Mr. Speaker. It’s a measure of where we need to be and what 

we are going to do so that Yukoners know exactly how we are 

going to move forward — more information. On top of that — 

what I hear in this letter and what was confirmed in my meeting 

with Finance is that we still want to do more with the statistical 

information that the members opposite speak of. So, we will 

work on making sure that it is provided as well.  

Again, I think that, in the past, the statistical information 

that the member opposite is looking for with the supplementary 

information, which she obviously doesn’t want to hear about 

because she is continuing to talk off-mic as I try to explain — 

and we will hear later on in the week, “You didn’t answer the 

questions.” Well, okay.  

Again, in the past with the Yukon Party, not all 

departments provided that information. They didn’t. It was a 

trend that certain departments would and certain departments 

wouldn’t. What are we doing as the Yukon Liberal 

government? We are looking into this, and we will make more 

information available statistically. That’s what I see in this 

letter. 

Now, the member opposite can say that this is patronizing 

by us working with them, listening to what they are actually 

saying, and actually working on it in an expeditious fashion. I 

don’t see that as being in any way patronizing. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, the member opposite doesn’t think the 

performance measures are a measure of performance — that the 

performance plans are a measure of performance. Mr. Speaker, 

we didn’t invent these performance plans. This is out of a major 

university in Canada — an index of well-being. That is not 

something that the member opposite can basically say, “Well, I 

don’t enjoy these ones and I liked the way I got my information 

before.” Well, we’re giving more information now and we’re 

making good on the statistical information as well that the 

opposition seems to believe is no longer available.  

Again, for the Finance department to say, “Well, we are 

not tracking that information” — that doesn’t mean the 

government’s not tracking that information, yet the members 

opposite would make you believe that’s what was being relayed 

to them today in the briefings.  

I really, again, question the member opposite when that is 

what she brings to the table here when we’re debating this.  

So, in addition to the more information that we are 

providing on an annual basis, we’ve endeavoured, through a 

letter that we responded to in five days, that we will do more 

when it comes to the specific information about missing 

supplementary information on the operation and maintenance 

and capital estimates. We will also endeavour to, on an annual 

basis during the budgetary process, do better for those statistical 

purposes, working with the department, working with the board 

of statistics, and give even more information.  

I thank the members opposite for their concerns and I will 

pass on to the department the comments about us and them 

being patronizing.  

 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Agree. 
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Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Mr. Kent: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Ms. McLeod: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. White: Disagree. 

Ms. Hanson: Disagree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker. The results are nine yea, eight nay. 

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried. 

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 201 agreed to 

Bill No. 202: Interim Supply Appropriation Act 
2020-21 — Second Reading 

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 202, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 202, entitled 

Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now read a 

second time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, be now read a second time. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It is nice to know that we’re naming 

bills after bars. I want to thank you, and I do rise to speak in 

support of Bill No. 202, otherwise known as the Interim Supply 

Appropriation Act 2020-21. If this is passed, this bill will 

provide authority for the first two months of the fiscal year. 

This will ensure that Yukoners will continue to receive the 

services that they expect and rely on until the full budget can 

be debated and passed in the Legislature.  

The total value of the Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21 is approximately $338.3 million. Now, this includes 

$271.3 million in operation and maintenance spending, and 

there is approximately $67 million in capital spending. Our 

government’s main estimates for 2020-21 continue to take 

Yukon on a path of fiscal responsibility. It shows commitment 

to making evidence-based decisions and a reasoned approach 

to managing government dollars. This interim supply bill 

follows in these footsteps with the same analytical rationale. 

The intention is to fund operation and maintenance and capital 

spending for up to two months of the fiscal year.  

In general, this covers cash-flow requirements for one-

sixth of personnel and non-personnel costs for the entire year. 

This coverage maintains service continuity for everything from 

health care to schools to environment, environmental 

protection, and services in the communities.  

However, it’s important to recognize that amounts are, in 

some areas, more than one-sixth of the total funding outlined in 

the main estimates. Cash-flow requirements can vary for both 

operation and maintenance and capital spending. There are 

some commitments that require quarterly payments as well.  

As we head into the busy construction season, we need to 

satisfy the businesses — the building contractors, for example 

— and there are annual grants that are paid out on April 1. This 

includes municipal grants being approved by the Legislature as 

part of this interim supply bill.  

So, while some of the numbers reflect more than one-sixth 

of the government’s budget, I will explain in further detail 

during Committee of the Whole how those figures are 

determined. Because this isn’t just about one-sixth of the year, 

it’s about all projects and operations that require payment at the 

start of the fiscal year. We expect the First Appropriation Act 

2020-21 to receive assent by the end of the session, which will 

provide spending authority for the full year.  

 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak as the Official 

Opposition Finance critic, I would note that, while we don’t 

disagree that there should be an interim supply appropriation 

act, we do again, as with the government’s budgets and the 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-2020, have concerns with a 

number of their spending decisions and, as the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre pointed out, the lack of information. In 

being asked to support the Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, we see a total amount of $338 million, and we don’t 

really know what that’s for. There’s a very general high-level 

explanation, but as the Premier used to say when he was the 

lone member of the Third Party, the devil is in the details, and 

we don’t have the details.  

I would just note as well that I echo the general concerns 

raised by the Member for Whitehorse Centre about the fact that 

consistently less and less information is being provided with 

budgets by this government. That does make it difficult to know 

what we are being asked to vote on. Despite promises made by 

the Premier about being more open and more accountable, we 

have seen, in fact, that this government is providing less 

information with the budget and has stripped the budget 

highlights down from 11 pages to a mere four — that is just one 

example of the information that has been removed — and, of 

course, removed the statistical information and other details, as 

noted by my colleague from the Third Party. We know that 

those decisions are the responsibility of the Premier and 

Cabinet. We have been told that those decisions were made at 

the direction of Management Board. Of course, ultimately, the 

content of any budget is subject to the approval and decision-

making of the Premier and Cabinet.  

The Liberal government, under the direction of the 

Premier, has chosen to be less open and more secretive. This 

begins, of course, in following the way they began their time in 

office, by approving almost a half a billion dollars in two 

special warrants without providing a detailed explanation to the 

public about what the Liberals were doing with their money.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, since there really is very little 

information to talk about in the Interim Supply Appropriation 

Act 2020-21, I will not be able to talk about the details further. 

I am sure the government will, of course, push this through with 

its majority, but we do not intend to support the Interim Supply 
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Appropriation Act 2020-21 because we have simply not been 

provided with enough details to give us the ability to support it 

moving forward.  

 

Ms. Hanson: It’s our understanding on this side of the 

House that the process of voting on an interim supply bill is pro 

forma — standard procedure. Notwithstanding that, I do take 

some concern or express some concern at the Minister of 

Finance’s assertion that this has been prepared with the same 

analytical and background or even presented with both the 

budget and the supplementary estimates. We will have an 

opportunity to debate that on the whole of the budget. We 

understand that, pending the support or lack of — indication of 

the support or lack of from this House for the overall budget — 

the business of the day has to proceed and so we won’t stand in 

the way of that. But we will register very strongly again and at 

every opportunity that we have the right to have the right 

information at the right time and that it should be accurate and 

detailed.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close 

debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard on second 

reading of Bill No. 202?  

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I will be very brief. Thank you to the 

members opposite for their comments on the interim supply 

bill. I agree with the Member for Whitehorse Centre that the 

lights need to be staying on and the interim supply needs to 

move forward.  

I would assume, based upon my experience in opposition 

compared to being in government, that the process of briefings 

was supplied to the opposition. To address the concerns for the 

Member for Lake Laberge, again, what I will do is I will go 

back and take a look to see if there were any questions not 

answered during that briefing — to see how much time the 

member opposite spent asking questions on the particulars of 

this budget for which he is so concerned about not having that 

information.  

I believe that those briefings are a good opportunity to 

expand upon the numbers like the number mentioned — the 

$338.3 million that was mentioned in reference. There is also 

an opportunity during Committee of the Whole debate to 

expand even further from those. I will take a look to see which 

questions the Yukon Party did ask on the interim supply bill, if 

at any point in time, any of those questions were not answered 

by our department, then I will apologize in advance. But I will 

have to check into that first and foremost.  

 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?  

Some Hon. Members: Division.  

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Mr. Kent: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Ms. McLeod: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. White: Agree. 

Ms. Hanson: With a prejudice, agree. 

Speaker: I’m sorry, I didn’t hear the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre.  

Ms. Hanson: Agree.  

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 11 yea, six nay. 

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried. 

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 202 agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel): I will now call Committee of 

the Whole to order. 

The matter before the Committee is general debate on Bill 

No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20.  

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

15 minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is 

general debate on Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation 

Act 2019-20. 

Is there any general debate? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I am pleased to be here and rise today 

to speak to and begin debate on the Third Appropriation Act 
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2019-20. I would like to welcome to the Legislative Assembly 

former Deputy Minister Chris Mahar. Sadly — well, joyfully, 

I am going to be enjoying today and some other days with Chris 

beside me here for debate. It’s definitely not her first. Over the 

years, she has been amazing in providing me with information 

that I need and that guidance that I so enjoy and thoroughly am 

grateful for. She will definitely be missed. I am putting bets out, 

Mr. Deputy Chair, that she is not going far. I know everyone 

listening in at Finance is supportive of that. She will probably 

get bored in retirement, and we are all hoping that this actually 

happens, but not until after she gets some much-needed 

downtime with her husband, who also is enjoying retirement — 

kind of. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, I am very pleased to rise today to speak 

to this bill. Bill No. 201 is the second supplementary estimate 

for the past fiscal year. I do not say this about a lot of 

supplementary estimates, but this one is pretty exciting. While 

still fiscally responsible, we are taking advantage of 

opportunities that will help Yukoners now and into the future. 

These opportunities come from various angles. They come 

from the relationships that we have built, such as our work with 

First Nations and other governments. They come from our 

thriving economy, growing population, and the need to ensure 

that we can have homes and established businesses. These 

opportunities come from the hard work of Yukoners as we push 

forward with projects that are ahead of schedule or take more 

time on others that need more planning. They come from 

recoverable funding opportunities and take advantage of money 

while it is available.  

Over the last three-and-a-half years, we have done our 

planning and laid a foundation on which to build for the future 

for all Yukoners, and we are extremely proud of that. Now, 

looking at our future through the lens of opportunity, we can 

see where we want to go. These supplementary estimates show 

direction and our ability to change as priorities shift. Overall, 

these changes show a government responding to the needs of a 

growing territory in areas of investment that are valued by 

Yukoners, like health, education, and safety. This is an increase 

in spending to the 2019-20 main estimates and is an additional 

increase over Supplementary Estimates No. 1. 

The 2019-20 Supplementary Estimates No. 2 forecasts an 

increase of $26.2 million in operation and maintenance. 

However, this is offset with an increase of $12.7 million in 

recoveries. 

Capital spending is forecast to decrease by $7.2 million. As 

well, capital recoveries are also set to decrease by $8.4 million. 

Revenues are expected to be down by just under a half-million 

dollars. This is attributable to a slight decrease in Yukon tax 

and general revenues. These changes are forecast to result in a 

deficit of $18.6 million for the 2019-20 budget year.  

Overall, this is only a minor change and a result of a variety 

of factors, including increased investment in infrastructure, 

tangible capital assets — which result in different accounting 

treatments — and differences to accounting adjustments. 

The net debt forecast for the end of the year is 

$60.8 million. This reflects the adjustment for 2018-19 Public 

Accounts based on actual performance.  

While those are overall numbers, I will get into some more 

of the details, but, Mr. Speaker, to allow ministers a chance to 

speak about their department budgets, I will only speak to the 

overall spending here. 

We look forward to moving into departmental debate on 

this spending so that the members opposite can have their 

specific questions comprehensively answered there. 

In Supplementary Estimates No. 2, we are forecasting an 

increase of $26.2 million in operation and maintenance. That 

number is offset by $12.7 million in recoveries. The largest 

departmental increase is for Health and Social Services —  

$12.8 million — to help support essential services that help 

Yukoners. This funding ensures the delivery of numerous 

programs around the territory, and much is recoverable through 

the funding agreements. This forecasted increase provides 

supports for our vulnerable citizens through the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. It provides support to expand the 

orthopaedic program at Whitehorse General Hospital, keeping 

Yukoners in the Yukon for procedures that historically 

involved medical travel.  

The biggest single increase in Supplementary Estimates 

No. 2 is for wildland fire. Last year’s fire season was still 

ongoing as we prepared the first supplementary estimates. Size, 

location, complexity, and length of the fire season were all 

beyond average expectations. So, another $4.5 million on top 

of what was allocated in the first supplementary estimates is 

considerable, but ensuring the safety of Yukoners is undeniably 

important to all of us.  

We have also heard how important it is to support mining 

activity but also address abandoned mine sites in the territory. 

The amount of $3.66 million for Energy, Mines and Resources 

does just that. Shifting timelines has shifted some priorities, but 

this additional funding supports mining and energy projects and 

revised workplans for assessment and abandonment.  

While I will let departments get into the specifics of 

smaller decreases in these supplementary estimates, I think it’s 

important for us to see the breadth of priorities that we have 

moving forward: more money for an increasingly expensive 

recycling program, for example; consistent and coordinated 

support for victims through the sexualized assault response 

team; enhanced collaboration with First Nations to improve 

educational outcomes for Yukon students; working to develop 

a Yukon-wide strategy addressing the calls for justice following 

the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls; and protecting species at risk through a 

habitat stewardship program. These programs have impacted 

the lives of Yukoners and the future of this territory.  

One way to ensure that we have the money to pay for the 

services Yukoners expect is to maximize available funding 

from the federal government and other sources. In 

Supplementary Estimates No. 2, we have increased forecasted 

recoveries by $12.7 million. We see those increases in Health 

and Social Services and in Energy, Mines and Resources. Both, 

as mentioned, have spending increases of their own in these 

estimates. That spending takes advantage, in many ways, of 

recoverable funding.  
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Health recoveries are from the territorial health investment 

fund, or THIF, from family and children prevention and 

enhancement initiatives funding and from various other 

recoveries.  

Energy, Mines and Resources recoveries are set to increase 

from environmental and assessment work on abandoned mines, 

including wells and former placer claims.  

Other recoveries are across a variety of departments for 

things like Public Safety Canada, a national crime prevention 

strategy, a family information liaison unit for Justice, and Peel 

land use planning and habitat stewardship programs in 

Environment. I also want to stress that these are just a few of 

the areas in which we are taking advantage of recovering costs. 

I encourage these to be celebrated when departments present 

their supplementary estimates.  

The changes to capital estimates are less than what we saw 

in O&M. The bulk of the decrease of $7.2 million is in 

Community Services and in the Yukon Development 

Corporation. The early onset of winter meant that land 

development was delayed and therefore reduced. There was 

also a decrease of $4 million for delayed Arctic energy fund 

projects. Thankfully, these projects will still become available 

in the spring, and delayed projects will still proceed. Some of 

our projects are proceeding at such a rate that we will have 

small increases in capital. The biggest is finishing the French 

language secondary school, which we anticipate completing 

before winter of 2020-21. The completion of this project is a 

great example of how good planning and momentum creates 

opportunities to push forward.  

Moving forward on other projects has led to small capital 

increases, increases that directly speak to the values of 

Yukoners — increases for a Family and Children’s Services 

case management system, Peel land use plan implementation, 

work on the permanent hunt authorization system, boat launch 

and dock repairs, and a national disaster mitigation program. 

These are things that speak to our values as Yukoners, as 

families, and as people who want to protect the Peel and who 

enjoy the outdoors and our waterways. We want to ensure that 

these are things we can do now and into the future. These are 

opportunities to take advantage of, as much of this work is 

recoverable.  

Speaking of recoveries, there is a forecast decrease of 

$8.45 million. Unsurprisingly, this lines up pretty close with the 

decrease in capital estimates. As many of our projects take 

advantage of recoverable funds, delays turn into delayed 

recoveries, but it is important to note that not all delays are bad 

news stories. In fact, it is quite the opposite. As a small but 

relatively remote jurisdiction, sometimes resources are not 

available on planned timelines or, for best possible outcomes, 

additional scoping should occur before a project moves 

forward. That is what is happening with the Ross River School 

remediation and the Old Crow health centre.  

We also need to make sure that we have it right, like in the 

case of the slowdown on Gateway construction as we continue 

negotiations with our First Nation partners. Change happens. 

Part of being fiscally responsible means being responsive to 

changing conditions, but we are committed to pushing forward 

this coming year. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, we are also only seeing minor changes 

to revenue in the supplementary estimates. A forecasted 

revenue decrease of $496,000 is mostly attributable to the 

expected sale of land; however, that revenue is a delay rather 

than a decline. We expect that availability of land in the spring 

will result in returning revenues. There was also an increase in 

corporate income tax. This reflects our strong and growing 

economy continuing an upward trajectory.  

Mr. Deputy Chair, we have so much momentum right now, 

and we do not want to waste it. We have opportunities to invest 

in areas that are valued by Yukoners, things like safety, health, 

and education. We have the chance to build and maintain 

relationships with our partners in First Nations and other 

governments to ensure that all Yukoners have what they need.  

In closing, Mr. Deputy Chair, I am very pleased to enter 

into the general debate on the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 

and thank members opposite in advance for their questions. As 

we saw in the fall, I will endeavour to answer the questions that 

I receive in general debate, with help from Ms. Mahar. I invite 

members to direct their questions to the appropriate 

departments during Committee of the Whole, recognizing that 

individual ministers will be best equipped to provide those 

details in response to questions.  

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Before I leave, I do want to recognize 

that in the gallery today is our new Deputy Minister of Finance, 

Mr. Scott Thompson. He is not to be confused with the Scott 

Thompson from The Kids in the Hall.  

I had a lot of great experiences with Mr. Thompson, in my 

responsibility as the Minister of Finance, when we went to the 

finance ministers’ meetings nationally on a yearly basis. Scott 

comes with an awful lot of expertise and know-how. What a 

great colleague he was at the table, working as all of the finance 

ministers gathered with the federal minister. I am very 

impressed with the work he has done. It is also great to see that 

he has family in Whitehorse as well.  

Welcome to Scott. I would ask everyone in the Legislative 

Assembly to help in welcoming Mr. Thompson to the 

Legislative Assembly today.  

Applause 

 

Mr. Cathers: In speaking, I would also just like to thank 

Chris for her time and service to the Yukon government. I am 

sorry to see you retiring. I welcome the new Deputy Minister 

of Finance in the gallery today. 

In moving on to the questions — as I noted in my second 

reading speech, but just for officials here — I do want to point 

out that, while I will, in my capacity as the Official Opposition 

critic for Finance, be criticizing some of the decisions made by 

government in this budget, we recognize and acknowledge that 

the decisions that are made about every budget, including this 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, are ultimately made by the 

Premier and Cabinet. Officials provide their best advice, but the 
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decisions themselves rest on the shoulders of the territorial 

Cabinet. We do have a number of questions related to this area. 

In looking at the Department of Energy, Mines and 

Resources, we have seen there that costs in these supplementary 

estimates related to the government’s decision to expand class 

1 notification territory-wide slipped out as an announcement 

just before Christmas, presumably hoping that industry would 

not notice this large lump of coal being put in their stockings 

by the Liberal government. 

Is that $320,000 included in the Department of Energy, 

Mines and Resources the total amount of increased cost to the 

Yukon government contained within this budget, or are there 

additional amounts elsewhere within other departments? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Of course, class 1 notification being a 

result of this Yukon Liberal government working with First 

Nation governments, based upon declarations for litigation 

from the Yukon Party government — it was a long time coming 

to get to where we are. We have seen the Chamber of Mines 

stating their support for class 1 notification. Of course, starting 

with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and then moving to Yukon-wide, this 

is something that has been in the works for a long time, so I 

don’t agree with the member opposite’s assertions that 

somehow something was being sneaky. This was a long time 

coming, and it was announced as soon as we possibly could, 

knowing full well that the mining industry knew that this was 

coming and, again, where it was coming from — starting with 

the Ross River Dena Council case and moving on to subsequent 

litigation and therein. 

When it comes specifically to the dollar values that the 

member opposite is seeing in the supplementary budget, there 

is definitely that expenditure from Energy, Mines and 

Resources.  

There will be expenses that will be taken upon internally 

as well, I would imagine, through EMR, Environment, and 

Tourism and Culture, as this is a whole-of-government 

approach through those. So, yes, to EMR, the $320,000 — I 

would say that Environment’s cost would have been around 

$50,000, and for Tourism and Culture, you would add to that 

another $175,000.  

Mr. Cathers: The Premier made some interesting 

statements, and it’s interesting that he tries to spin this as good 

news when in fact the Liberal government’s decision around 

class 1 notifications is increasing the barriers to Yukon’s small 

businesses, making life harder and more expensive for 

Yukoners who are prospectors and placer miners.  

I’m going to ask the Premier a question that officials were 

not able to provide us with information on. Did the government, 

before making its decision behind closed doors to implement 

this new barrier and increase red tape for placer miners and 

prospectors, conduct an economic assessment of the cost of 

compliance for Yukon businesses or the economic cost of lost 

productivity? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Those are great questions for the 

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources as he becomes 

available. It’s interesting that the member opposite is 

considering class 1 notification as increased red tape for 

industry. I would wonder if the member opposite is in 

agreement that we should be doing the class 1 notifications or 

not — if he agrees with the memorandum of understanding with 

the Yukon government and the First Nation governments in 

response to litigation that his government caused. What would 

he ask us to do in place of the fact that we’re being directed by 

the Supreme Court to move in this direction?  

Now, again, it’s not a situation that we created, but 

definitely a solution that we worked on. It was very hard for the 

minister to come into his role right away and to know pending 

litigation, to know current litigation — deck 1 and deck 2 of the 

Ross River Dena Council court case — not a great position to 

come into. We on this side of the Legislative Assembly believe 

that the First Nation governments need to be part of the 

decisions when it comes to our industry and that an increased 

equity stake in the mining industry is very important for our 

economy, not only for First Nation governments but for all 

Yukoners.  

It will be interesting to see if the member opposite agrees 

that the First Nations should be more involved in the mining 

industry or if he believes that class 1 notification is something 

that he agrees with or doesn’t agree with, because we sure do 

have an awful lot of information about their last few years in 

government and the direction that they were going toward. 

Again, the specifics of that question would, I would say, 

be better suited for the Minister of Energy, Mines and 

Resources. I know for a fact that he will be happy to answer 

that. 

Mr. Cathers: I would point out that it wasn’t even an 

hour ago that the Premier promised that he would answer 

questions in general debate, and now he is dodging them.  

The Premier acknowledged, in response to my first 

question, that the cost of the government’s behind-closed-doors 

decision on class 1 notifications has an impact across several 

government departments. Of course, it has an economic impact 

on Yukoners, including some of the Premier’s own constituents 

in the Klondike area or people from other areas of the Yukon 

who are mining in the Klondike area. This is of great concern. 

There are significant costs in terms of compliance and lost 

productivity to prospectors and placer miners who have reached 

out to us with their concerns after their concerns fell on deaf 

ears when they raised them with either the Premier or the 

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources or both.  

I asked a very simple and, I think, a very reasonable 

question: Did they conduct an economic impact assessment on 

the cost to Yukon businesses — and by that, I mean both the 

cost of compliance and of lost productivity — before 

implementing their class 1 notification decision behind closed 

doors? Yes or no? It is a very simple question, Mr. Deputy 

Chair. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, I don’t think the member 

opposite is listening to my answers. We are not avoiding the 

answer to the question. I am asking if he really wants to have a 

conversation about this with the minister responsible, or does 

he want to have a general conversation about this during 

general debate on this supplementary budget?  

When it comes to the actual information in the 

supplementary budget, I gave him the answers he asked for. 
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When it comes to the overall planning and processing of class 

1 notifications, the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources 

has so much more information on this than I do. I guess the 

member opposite doesn’t want that information from the 

minister, but I am offering that as probably the best place for 

him to ask those questions.  

It is interesting to hear from the Yukon Party the concept 

of behind-closed-doors conversations when it comes to the 

mining industry. We don’t have to go too far back in time to 

remember Bill S-6, when a five-year review of YESAA turned 

into actually five years of a review of YESAA, and at the end 

of the day behind closed doors, the Yukon Party took four of 

these recommendations that they didn’t share with the First 

Nation governments to Ottawa through the Senate, which was 

interesting as well. Basically, that one move, I would say, as far 

as regulatory uncertainty, moved the Yukon back by a decade. 

To come into government after the Ross River Dena 

Council litigation against the Yukon Party and the Bill S-6 

debacle, which got us to where we are — I think the Minister 

of Energy, Mines and Resources has done a herculean effort 

when it comes to repairing the damaged relationships between 

governments, but also, at the same time, I don’t think the 

members opposite want the minister responsible to be the one 

answering these questions. I can feel him right now wanting to 

answer these questions — vibrating for sure.  

We’re not blocking the opposition; we absolutely want to 

answer this question, but I would expect that Yukoners would 

want the minister responsible to have this conversation in 

debate when he appears for exactly this reason — to talk about 

his department’s supplementary finances.  

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Deputy Chair, I would remind the 

Premier that, in the fall when we were asking departmental 

questions in general debate after most departments did not have 

line items or new appropriations in the supplementary 

estimates, our only chance to ask ministers was in general 

debate. The Premier at one point took to sending ministers out 

of the Assembly so they couldn’t respond to the questions being 

asked of them. We’ve seen an increased pattern of secrecy here, 

Mr. Deputy Chair.  

In terms of the Supreme Court of Canada decision 

regarding the Ross River Dena Council, which did prompt class 

1 notification in that area, the Premier just misrepresented the 

court decision to suggest that it applied to the entire territory. I 

would ask the Premier: Is he deliberately bringing incorrect 

information, or has he not read that court decision?  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Deputy Chair: The Government House Leader, on a 

point of order. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The concept of the accusation of the 

member opposite accusing the Premier of deliberately — I 

know he’ll say that he asked whether it was deliberate. But the 

truth is that he’s really accusing the Premier of deliberately 

bringing false information into this House, and I ask that you 

have him withdraw those comments because it is inappropriate 

and against the Standing Orders of this House.  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: You really want me to give you the 

Standing Order? I’m happy to — 19(h).  

Deputy Chair’s statement 

Deputy Chair: Would you sit down, please? Order, 

please.  

I will take it under advisement and review it with the Clerk, 

and then I will make a decision on that and come back to the 

House. 

 

Mr. Cathers: Again, I will ask the Premier a very simple 

question: Did he read the Supreme Court of Canada’s decision 

regarding the Ross River matter, or not? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Yes. 

Mr. Cathers: Then it is interesting that the Premier 

made the statement that he did earlier because that statement is 

not factually correct. I would encourage anyone listening and 

reading Hansard to in fact read the court decision. They will see 

quite clearly that the Premier’s claims are not factually 

accurate. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, I still haven’t had an answer to the 

question of whether there has been an economic impact 

assessment done of the cost of the government’s unilateral 

decision on the class 1 notification matter — a behind-closed-

doors decision that has impacted the lives of Yukon’s small 

business owners. We haven’t yet heard an answer of whether 

the government did an economic impact assessment of the cost 

of compliance to local businesses of their new regulation or of 

the cost of lost productivity. 

So, will the Premier answer that question, or is he going to 

tell Yukoners that they don’t have a right to that information? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Deputy Chair, I believe I have 

answered this question now a third time. That is a great question 

for the minister responsible, who will be appearing here in the 

Legislative Assembly — if we ever get past general debate. At 

that time, not only will the member opposite get a more 

expansive response from the minister responsible — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Silver: — I don’t know if they want to listen 

to the answer or not — they will get a really good answer. 

Again, what I am offering the member opposite is more open, 

more transparent, and more information, but the member 

opposite doesn’t want that. The member opposite wants me to 

answer every question from every department right now in 

general debate. Interestingly enough, we can go back through 

time and take a look at different general debates. I would 

assume, based upon the journals of Hansard, that the best 

information comes from the ministers who are responsible. 

Mr. Cathers: I do have to point out that the Premier is 

trying to dismiss this question as somehow being unreasonable, 

but with the class 1 notification requirement — the impact that 

has on prospectors and placer miners is that, when they stake a 

claim under the government’s unilateral decision, they actually 

lose some rights that they had prior to staking that claim under 

the Lands Act by virtue of having recorded a claim out of the 

Quartz Mining Act to the Placer Mining Act. 
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During that time — in all the matters covered by the class 

1 notification red tape put in by this Premier and his 

government — after they have to provide notification and wait 

for almost a month before they can then conduct that work — 

in that timeframe, the Premier and every member of this 

Legislative Assembly probably get two paycheques deposited 

into our account automatically. Meanwhile, that Yukon small 

business owner is having to wait to earn money because of a 

decision made by this Liberal government, and the Premier 

won’t even tell us whether they did an economic impact 

assessment of the cost of compliance and the cost of lost 

productivity to Yukon businesses.  

Deputy Chair’s statement 

Deputy Chair: Order. It is the opinion of the Chair that 

we’ve covered this ground. We’re going in some pretty 

interesting circles that ask the same question again. It’s been 

asked and answered.  

I would ask the member to move on to the next question.  

 

Mr. Cathers: Well, Mr. Deputy Chair, I didn’t get an 

answer to that question. If you’re not allowing me to continue, 

then let the record so show — but I asked a very reasonable 

question about something that is impacting the lives of Yukon 

business owners. Again, the Premier did not actually answer the 

question. He simply refused to provide an answer. 

So, I’m going to move on to another area. In this budget, 

we have seen that the budget last fall increased the capital 

budget. The 2019 budget began with — pardon me; I’m just 

going to move to another part of my notes here.  

In the Department of Community Services, the budget saw 

an increase in the fall of some $45.3 million to what was 

initially $71.24 million in capital. A large amount of that 

seemed to be in direct connection to pre-election spending and 

photo ops with the Liberal Member of Parliament. Now, in the 

adjustment to the supplementary estimates, there is a significant 

lapse in capital spending. Can the Premier tell us why that 

occurred? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I believe, in both my second reading 

speech and also my Committee of the Whole speech, we went 

over this twice for the member opposite — exactly why there 

was a decrease. We explained the seasonal nature — the early 

winter — and also the fact that these are not lost; they are 

delayed. I believe I answered that question twice now for the 

member opposite. 

Mr. Cathers: What the Premier believes and what is 

factual seem to often be very different things. 

We were advised in the information about the Department 

of Health and Social Services briefing with regard to an 

increase that is contained in this budget for the amount that 

included funding for First Nation family support workers as 

well as extended family care agreements.  

One thing that was of concern is that we were advised by 

officials that this was not contemplated in the Child and Family 

Services Act. Is the Premier confident that, in fact, this decision 

was within the legal authority of government, or is it contrary 

to the Child and Family Services Act? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It is an interesting question. We are 

assuming that all directions and decisions made in a budgetary 

consideration are done inside of the law. If the member 

opposite can expand on where he’s going with this, I would be 

very grateful for that. It is a weird insinuation to make. I want 

to know where he is going with this. 

Mr. Cathers: I am simply asking a question prompted 

by the information officials gave us in the briefing, which was 

that, when the question was asked about the legal authority for 

extended family care, the officials indicated that it is not 

contemplated in the act. So again, the question is: Where does 

the authority to enter into that come from, and is the 

government confident? Once children come into contact with 

the system, there is a legal obligation on government, including 

the director of Family and Children’s Services, to do certain 

things as set out in the act. If this is not in line with the act, is 

the Premier confident that government did so with lawful 

authority, or did they make a serious mistake in this area?  

It’s a question that the Premier should either know the 

answer to or be able to get the answer to.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: The short answer is yes. I do have 

confidence that the department made the decisions within — 

inside of the proper legal authority.  

Mr. Cathers: Is the Premier espousing that legal 

opinion based on actually having received a legal opinion or 

did he just make up his own?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: The member opposite is off on a 

tangent and he’s asking me if I just gave a legal opinion. Unlike 

him, I don’t pretend to be a lawyer and I’m not a lawyer, so I’m 

not giving a legal opinion. As the Premier, I have complete 

confidence in my departments and their authorities.  

Mr. Cathers: Apparently, asking a question about 

children in care or under extended family care agreements and 

whether government has taken the steps that it’s lawfully 

required to is now dismissed in the mind of this Premier as a 

tangent. It’s really unfortunate to see him making light of this 

issue and answering with what appeared to be an off-the-cuff 

response. Espousing a legal interpretation without actually 

being willing to answer whether he looked into it — that is 

disappointing and certainly the children affected by this 

decision do deserve a more serious response from government. 

No matter how well-intentioned this decision may be, it is 

important that the government do things it is lawfully able to.  

Another area where we have seen this back-of-the-napkin 

approach to decision-making by the Liberal government is in 

the area of the former Centre of Hope where the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter seems to be getting worse under this 

government’s watch. We’ve seen the addition of 37 staff, 

according to what the Minister of Health and Social Services 

told us last fall. Disturbingly, when my colleague, the Official 

Opposition critic for Health and Social Services, asked 

questions about the additional costs of this facility — which we 

were initially told was being funded only until partway through 

the summer — last fall, when my colleague repeatedly asked 

what the costs were, she never got a straight answer from either 

the Minister of Health or the Minister of Finance.  
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Now, in the supplementary estimates, we see additional 

costs for the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter totalling some 

$2.8 million in one line item and what appears to be another 

$181,000 in another line item under Social Supports. 

So, the question would be — two questions related to that: 

What is the total cost of this facility? Are the costs that we have 

seen presented here in this handout the total year costs, or are 

we going to see another surprise bill in another appropriation 

act? The third question that I would add to those two is: Why 

has the government been so reluctant to tell the public what the 

costs of this facility are? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: The premise of the question is 

unfounded, to tell you the truth. When we got into government, 

that was another example of failed leadership on behalf of the 

Yukon Party. When we take a look at the programs and 

services, or lack thereof, that were used to contemplate the 

shelter in a larger picture of what we need to do with the 

spectrum of care for our most vulnerable citizens, since that 

time, I have watched the Department of Health and Social 

Services, under the leadership of the Member for Vuntut 

Gwitchin, do an amazing job of not only putting the adequate 

programs and services in the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter — 

which completely reduced the amount of emergency room 

visits in the hospital by the programming that was implemented 

— by moving EMS over into that building. The upstairs units 

that are now being used by the hardest to house of our citizens 

— the complete gamut of working collaboratively with health 

care and with our partners — it is amazing to see what work 

has been done there. 

Is it a bigger expense than what the Yukon Party planned? 

Yes, it is. Are we going to see better results? Absolutely; we 

already are. As opposed to demanding that folks are sober 

before they get housing — or sober before they even get into 

the building — meeting people where they are today was a 

fundamental shift in this government’s perspective on how we 

meet people where they are — our most vulnerable people. 

Again, us believing it is the best way to care for Yukoners 

is by integrating our health care systems and services — not 

these one-offs that we had with the Yukon Party — offering 

health care that considers the whole person, Mr. Deputy Chair 

— their situations, their supports, as well as their physical 

health. We can make sure that they have access to services that 

they need to be healthy.  

We have answered the questions as we get into every 

budget. There is a budgetary consideration in this 

supplementary for this department, which is an increase for the 

shelter specifically of $2.63 million in the supplementary. 

Again, I don’t know where the member is coming from by 

saying that we are not answering these questions about 

financing. We absolutely are.  

Again, the member is hiding behind general debate. If he 

wants to ask very, very specific questions about where that 

money comes from, he will absolutely have that opportunity to 

ask the minister specifically about these funding dollars. She 

will be happy to answer those questions. Again, when we got 

into government here, the state of services, especially in rural 

communities for our rural health care providers, was in a sad 

state of affairs for sure. There were two mental health nurses 

for all of rural Yukon under the Yukon Party — two — to 

service all of the communities outside of Whitehorse. We now 

have 22 positions focused on Yukoners’ mental health and 

wellness located in our four community hubs.  

We are very proud of that, Mr. Speaker. The members 

opposite don’t want to hear it, but we are very proud of that. 

They don’t want to hear about the booming economy. They 

don’t want to hear about the lowest new FTE count in our new 

budget, which is unbelievable. All we hear is: “Tell us the 

numbers.” We are telling them the numbers.  

Again, those community hubs are extremely important. We 

are not done there, either. On a national level, the Premier of 

Saskatchewan and I are going to be co-hosting a mental 

wellness symposium in Toronto this coming spring. Do these 

initiatives cost money? They do. Do they provide results? 

Absolutely. I think that is the difference. We are planning in a 

way that we know we are going to be helping our most 

marginalized citizens and people who are just dealing with 

struggles with regular mental health issues in their lives. That 

is part of the consideration — some more money up front, 

meaning a better long-term situation for our most marginalized 

citizens and for the general health of Yukoners to make sure 

that we all thrive.  

I think that Yukoners know what we are doing. I think they 

are pleased with the results. It would have been easier for us if 

we had started tabula rasa — if we started at ground zero — but 

we didn’t. We started with another initiative from the Yukon 

Party that wasn’t very well thought through. We saw that play 

out. We worked with the partner communities, such as Kwanlin 

Dün and the Ta’an Kwäch’än Council as well, with the work 

that the two chiefs had done there as well — so all of this.  

We wish we could have started with comprehensive 

programming in the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter. We wish 

we had started with money for EMS support in that building or 

really a plan for the units upstairs, but we didn’t. We started 

with what was left from the Yukon Party’s decisions and we 

moved forward from that.  

Taking a look at the work that has been done, I believe that 

the Department of Health and Social Services has done a 

tremendous job, but don’t take my advice on that either, 

Mr. Deputy Chair. The Department of Health and Social 

Services is up for debate in the supplementary budget and will 

happily expand on the good work that it and other departments 

are doing when we deal with the issues of health and social 

services.  

Mr. Cathers: The Premier was again very defensive and 

dismissing any criticism that was brought up. The Premier is 

forgetting the fact that in October — I showed in Hansard, and 

I believe later on in November, but the page I have in front of 

me is October 29 — my colleague, the Official Opposition 

critic for Health and Social Services, repeatedly rose in this 

House and asked very reasonable questions about the millions 

of dollars of taxpayers’ money associated with the 

government’s back-of-the-napkin decision to shut down the 

Salvation Army Centre of Hope and replace it with a 
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government-run shelter. The minister repeatedly refused to 

answer the question.  

I’m going to just quote one of the many reasonable 

questions asked by my colleague, the Member for Watson Lake 

and our Health and Social Services critic. On October 29, on 

page 412 of Hansard, my colleague said: “Yesterday, the 

government announced several initiatives to address 

community concerns around the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter. Yesterday, I asked the minister how much was 

budgeted for these initiatives that she announced yesterday and 

she was unable to answer. 

“Again, can the minister tell us how much new money is 

budgeted for all the initiatives she announced yesterday?”  

In the responses, the minister refused to provide the cost 

and criticized my colleague for daring to ask her how much it 

cost. So, read Hansard, Mr. Deputy Chair. I would encourage 

the Premier to do the same, because in fact the minister 

repeatedly rose and dismissed the question as unreasonable.  

Now, we know that in the spring, the government had 

indicated — after they launched their back-of-the-napkin plan 

to take over the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter without even 

receiving Management Board approval before it was executed 

— and told us at that time that the staffing was only going on 

partway through the fiscal year. 

At that time, the Premier and the minister indicated that 

they were going to try to get an NGO to take it over. Then, in 

the fall, they wouldn’t answer how much additional funding 

was required and tried to convince members of the opposition 

that there were no additional financial resources, and they were 

reluctant to talk about what their first plan had been regarding 

that facility.  

So, we see again that increase in excess of $2 million 

contained within the supplementary estimates. This 

information is based on period 7, so it would mean that, at that 

time, the minister and the Premier would be well aware of the 

additional staffing cost during the Fall Sitting, yet they refused 

to be accountable to the public.  

So, it is concerning because the money does belong to 

Yukon citizens. Whether the Premier likes the questions we ask 

or not or likes the people who ask it or not is quite frankly 

irrelevant. It is the public’s money and they have a right to 

know. 

The Premier claimed that the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter is resulting in a reduction of use at the emergency room. 

In his budget speech, he said it’s also resulting in a reduction of 

use at what he called the “acute processing unit” of the 

Whitehorse Correctional Centre. As noted by the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre earlier, there is no “acute processing unit”. 

The Premier’s budget speech misnamed this facility.  

But neither in this third supplementary that we’re debating 

here nor in the budget that we provided or any of the 

supplementary information has the Premier provided any 

numbers to back up his assertion that the new model at the 

Whitehorse emergency centre is resulting in a reduction in 

visits to the emergency room or reduction of use at the arrest 

processing unit at the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. We’re 

simply asking him, as the Member of the Third Party asked 

earlier, to back up his claims with the numbers. People have a 

right to know whether his claims are accurate and to see that 

information. Otherwise, he might as well get himself a red cap 

and start using words like “bigly” because it looks a lot like 

what we see south of the border where the president vows up 

and down that black is white and white is black.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Let the record state that there was 

absolutely no question in that diatribe, but I will respond to 

some of the accusations and misleading statements that are 

unfounded.  

So, again, we have heard from the opposition that we have 

somehow misstated the name of the processing unit in the 

budget speech — no, we didn’t. That is confirmed by the 

department — so, again, wrong, by the members opposite. 

It is interesting too that the member opposite makes it seem 

that, as I am answering these questions, I am being dismissive. 

I think he is a little bit tone-blind, because we are answering the 

questions, offering more answers to the questions that are 

specific to the departments, giving more openness and more 

transparency, but yet that somehow is us not answering the 

question and being dismissive — not true. 

Then the member opposite quotes a question from Hansard 

where he verbatim quotes the question from the Yukon Party, 

but instead of the response, his answer is, “And then the 

minister just refused to answer the question.” So, again, it is 

highly misleading. We have had these conversations over and 

over again. As far as the funding for the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter, I’m confident — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Deputy Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.  

Mr. Cathers: The Premier just contravened Standing 

Order 19(h) several times in a row, including suggesting that, 

by me quoting Hansard, that was misleading. I would ask you 

to call him to order and have him retract those comments. 

Deputy Chair: Mr. Silver, on the point of order.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: It’s not the quote that makes the 

member opposite misleading. It is the fact that there is an 

answer in Hansard that the member opposite will not respond 

to and will not “share” — in quotes — as well. That part where 

he says that there was an answer, but it is his opinion that the 

answer was not an answer, so that part is very misleading, 

Mr. Deputy Chair, because the minister does answer questions 

here. As the member opposite just said, if you don’t like the 

answers, it doesn’t mean that we didn’t answer the questions. 

What is good for the goose should be good for the gander as 

well. 

Deputy Chair’s ruling 

Deputy Chair: Standing Order 19(h) focuses on if there 

is “intention”. The Chair doesn’t believe that there was 

intention in there, but try to not walk so close to the line if you 

can. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I won’t take a lot of time because, 

again, there wasn’t a question there.  
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It is an interesting narrative in the fact that the Minister 

responsible for Health and Social Services at many different 

times has responded to the financial costs of the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter and the changes in the programs and 

services — even coordinating that with the costs of the Housing 

First initiatives and a whole gamut of things we spoke about, 

whether it’s the four new mental wellness and substance abuse 

hubs, which is also a new expense from this government that 

deals with the mental health of all Yukoners. There are a whole 

myriad of different funding initiatives that we are very open and 

transparent about.  

It is interesting — on this particular file — when the 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter was first announced by the 

Yukon Party, they put $14.9 million in the budget for the 

capital asset, but there was no money in the budget for the 

operation and maintenance of that facility. It is pretty rich for 

the member opposite to now say that this government, which 

has given the money for O&M, has given the money for the 

building, has given the financial data for the programs and 

services for the continuum of care — that question is coming 

from a former Yukon Party government that planned for a 300-

bed facility in Whistle Bend with no operation and maintenance 

costs and also for a Salvation Army-run building that had a 

budgeted capital plan but no O&M.  

So again, we will continue to provide the details again, 

offering that, after general debate, the Minister of Health and 

Social Services will be available to again answer very specific 

questions and give more details on the specifics of the dollar 

values and would be happy to have that conversation.  

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Deputy Chair, despite the Premier’s 

assertion, he still hasn’t answered the question I asked, which 

is very simple. It is whether that $4 million that we’ve been told 

by officials is the cost of the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter is 

the total annual cost of operating the facility — yes or no? If 

that’s not the right number, what is the total O&M cost? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, the member opposite is talking 

about two different financial accounting principles toward this. 

This supplementary is $2.36 million for the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. I think what he’s doing is adding previous 

budget amounts — and I’m looking for clarification from the 

member opposite. He is checking his phone to find out. I am 

not sure if that’s where he’s getting the complete number from 

or not. I think that is where he’s coming from. Yes, the 

complete number is in the $3-million area, but this 

supplementary budget is $2.36 — from previous days on the 

Legislative Assembly in different budgets, we’ve added the 

other number of $1.2 million in the mains — so those two 

numbers together being $3.46 — around there — $3.5 million.  

To answer his question, yes, that is the total.  

Mr. Cathers: Thank you. It only took us five months to 

get that information from this government.  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Deputy Chair: Mr. Silver, on a point of order.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: I don’t know if the member opposite is 

intentionally misleading with that statement, but we didn’t have 

that information four months ago. We just got it as of this 

budget.  

Mr. Cathers: I made reference to a question that my 

colleague asked five months ago that we just got the answer to 

now.  

Deputy Chair’s ruling 

Deputy Chair: The Chair doesn’t consider that — after 

some consultation — a point of order, so we’ll just continue on. 

Mr. Cathers.  

 

Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair.  

Again, moving to another area, I would note as well in this 

budget that again, as the Premier will recall — at least I assume 

he recalls — in a budget we expressed concern about funding 

for the Hospital Corporation. Every time we raised this 

concern, the Premier assured us everything is fine; everything 

is okay.  

But as my colleague, the Health critic, pointed out in 

November when the Hospital Corporation witnesses appeared, 

we were told by department officials in the spring budget 

briefings that $2.8 million requested by the hospital in the 

previous fiscal year for their core needs wasn’t provided until 

the start of the 2019-20 fiscal year.  

Questions were asked as well by my colleague of the 

hospital chair and CEO about funding for the current year. 

While the CEO wasn’t prepared to speak about how much core 

funding hadn’t been approved for the current year — as 

Hansard will show — and again, for the record of Hansard, I’m 

looking at page — I’m referring to page 861 and 862 from 

November 26, 2019: “The hospital CEO… confirmed that they 

are waiting for a — and I quote: ‘pending decision’ on ‘core 

funding’ and for the orthopaedic program.”  

As well, the confirmation we received was that they were 

waiting for money, both for the core budget and the orthopaedic 

program. I’m just referring to an earlier reference on page 861. 

The hospital CEO told us “… they would only have a balanced 

budget for 2019-20 if a pending decision by government on 

‘core funding’ was approved. He also said — and I quote: ‘We 

had set a budget early in the year, and we are, right now, 

looking at making sure that core funding has been established 

in its entirety.’”  

Then we received the information provided by department 

officials in the budget briefing related to these third 

supplementary estimates and, according to the handout that we 

were provided, we see that there is a $4.6 million amount 

provided to Yukon Hospital Corporation — and again quoting 

from that handout: “Yukon Hospital Corporation — Funding 

for various areas, mainly to address funding shortfalls.” 

My first question would be: Will the Premier acknowledge 

that he was mistaken in the fall? Will he tell us when the 

hospital made this request for their core funding for the 2019-20 

year that they’re only now finally receiving in the 12th month 

of the fiscal year? Because based on the way government used 

to operate, we would assume that this request had been made 

by the Hospital Corporation no later than September 2018. So 

it would seem that more than a year has elapsed since they made 
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that funding request and they’re only finally now receiving that 

$4.6 million for core needs and for an orthopaedic program that 

was expanded in September in month 12 of the fiscal year.  

So, again, when did the Premier know about this hospital’s 

core budget request? Is it indeed, as we would assume, 

September 2018 or earlier? Why has it taken to the 12th month 

in the fiscal year for them to provide the hospital with 

$4.6 million that they need? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I think the member opposite is 

confusing or combining for some reason two different numbers. 

This supplementary has $2.385 million for core funding, but we 

also have the $2.248 million for the orthopaedic program as 

well, so just for clarity’s sake. Again, what I heard from the 

members of the Hospital Corporation who appeared here was 

that they are working within their budgets and they have the 

money they need for the programs and services.  

Again, if there was ever a time when the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation needed more money, there is a process for that. We 

check in on a regular basis through variance reports on the 

needs of our corporations. Again, every year, we have increased 

the funding to the Hospital Corporation.  

These are better questions saved for the Minister 

responsible for Health and Social Services, who will be up in 

debate for the supplementary budget. 

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Deputy Chair, I know that the 

Premier is annoyed by us repeatedly going after this issue, but 

the reason why we are going after it is that the numbers that we 

are provided say that there is a problem and the Premier keeps 

dismissing it. We are in month 12 of the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

The hospital is only now getting the $4.6 million it needs for 

core funding and the expensive — valuable but expensive — 

orthopaedics program that they’ve been absorbing until this 

point in time. I am quoting from the document that we were 

given by Health and Social Services officials, just as we were 

previously.  

In the last 2019-20 fiscal year, part of the money that they 

provided to the hospital was $2.8 million that they needed in 

the previous fiscal year, and now we’re seeing, at the tail end 

of 2019-20, $4.6 million that the hospital already needed during 

the current fiscal year and that they are only finally getting in 

the 12th month. If the Premier doesn’t realize that this is a 

problem, he needs to take a serious look at it, read the 

documents in front of him, and recognize that our health care is 

important. That includes adequate funding for the Hospital 

Corporation.  

I am not expecting to get a straight answer from the 

Premier on this issue about when they first knew of these needs, 

but the Premier can rest assured that, anytime that it seems that 

he and his colleagues are neglecting the hospital or other parts 

of our health system, we will hold them to account for their 

failure to fund those needs. Again, just as I mentioned earlier, 

we hear repeated claims from the Premier and messaging in the 

budget about areas where they are saying they are doing better, 

but they fail to provide any evidence to back up their talking 

points.  

Moving on to another area in the budget, can the Premier 

explain why, in the social assistance amounts, which are broken 

down into two areas, there is an increase of $1.5 million in 

social assistance, especially when the Premier is bragging about 

how great he says the economy is and how there is a low 

unemployment rate? So, why would we see a spike in social 

assistance costs of $1.5 million in this fiscal year? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It is interesting, again. We are working 

in partnership with the Yukon Hospital Corporation. We’re not 

hearing the concerns from them that the member opposite is 

making them seem to be — like there is a big concern there. 

The Hospital Corporation is soundly funded, yet the member 

opposite is trying to create an issue where there isn’t an issue 

there within. 

Again, we answered the question, talking about how every 

year — and this is our fourth year in a row of increasing the 

funding to the Yukon Hospital Corporation. Working hand in 

glove with our corporations is extremely important to this 

government, and we stand by that. 

The member opposite also says that we will make these big 

statements but we won’t back it up with evidence — okay. Let’s 

back it up with some evidence, then. We believe that the best 

care and support that we can offer to Yukoners comes from a 

system that is integrated, where that care is team-based and 

holistic and providing diverse services to the people to achieve 

the wellness that they deserve, and that is why we are advancing 

a model of collaborative care that the previous government 

wouldn’t consider, even after the Peachey report — from the 

Auditor General’s recommendations, from their decisions to 

build capital assets of hospitals — told them to go in that 

direction. We are moving in that direction. Collaborative care 

is extremely important. It calls upon health care providers to 

work closer together to meet the diverse needs of people and 

families, and we are working on that. 

We are also focusing on coordinating mental health and 

trauma and substance use care for Yukoners, recognizing that, 

across Canada, the social and economic impacts of mental 

wellness are significant and in need of a response matched to 

the severity of the situation. As part of that response, we are 

very proud to again speak about the mental wellness 

symposium that we will be co-chairing with the Premier of 

Saskatchewan. This is a commitment through the Council of 

the Federation that meets in July with all of the Premiers of 

Canada. This symposium will explore opportunities for 

innovation. It will promote collaboration among governments 

and share knowledge among the best and most promising 

practices to address challenges with unique Canadian 

approaches. That was the goal right away. We had the first 

conversation with the three premiers in our territorial premiers’ 

conversations in the summer. We took that conversation to the 

western premiers — they agreed — and then right to the nation, 

to the national premiers, to have that conversation as well. 

Every time that we had this conversation, it was about how 

everybody is trying some bold new initiatives in every 

jurisdiction, and we want to see what best practices work in 

those different regions. I am really excited about looking at the 

evidence from other jurisdictions, as well as to share the 

evidence that we have here in Yukon. 
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Mr. Deputy Chair, if you want to talk about evidence, we 

have a 49-percent decrease in children and youth in continuing 

custody in Yukon — from 143 in March 2018 to 73 in March 

2019. It is interesting that the members opposite are saying that 

we don’t give the evidence, but when we do give the evidence, 

they just keep talking off-mic because they don’t want to hear 

it, and then they will say tomorrow that we didn’t answer their 

questions.  

We know that we have a lot more to do. For example, for 

children and finding daycare, we know that we are above the 

national average in daycare and we want to reduce that, but we 

have also seen an increase in our support services there. It is 

really good to see the coordinated effort that the department is 

making. When we take a look at the number of hospital stays 

or long-term care, we are reducing those numbers and we need 

to continue to do that. There are decreases in hospital 

admissions — a 12-percent decrease. Again, the members 

opposite are asking for these numbers. We have decreased from 

542 per 100,000 to 477 per 100,000 from 2017-18. So, again, I 

will reiterate that number — decreases in hospital admissions 

for health conditions that may have been prevented or managed 

with appropriate primary health care — that is a huge decrease. 

We are continuing to work on reducing these numbers.  

On access to regular health care providers, the national 

standard for that is 84.9 percent. In Yukon, it is lower than the 

national average, and we are proud of that.  

Do we have more to do? We do. We want to make sure that 

we continue to increase those who have access to that regular 

care. We are trying to get to those national numbers. Again, it 

is a lot of work. The Minister of Health and Social Services is 

going to be able to expand on a lot of the work that we’re doing 

there. The money that we are providing for our younger 

generation to live happier, healthier lives — that work is 

ongoing.  

We announced the other day additional accessibility into 

our park systems to make sure that wheelchair accessibility is 

increased to our park systems. Again, we could talk about the 

independent expert panel conducting that comprehensive 

review of Health and Social Services systems with the goal of 

figuring out how we can better allocate our existing resources 

to improve services, make things more efficient, and find more 

creative solutions to meet our needs either today or tomorrow.  

I could go on and on that the members opposite keep 

saying we don’t provide, but we do. The information that I’m 

talking about right now is readily available through our 

performance plan and through other documentation that we 

readily provide. I could go on and quote from other documents 

as well, but I might be called out of order. But again, I think 

that when the members opposite say that we’re not providing 

the evidence — we are. That evidence is readily available in 

documentation that is available on yukon.ca. 

I believe the member opposite asked a question about 

social assistance. That social assistance is increasing by 

$1.5 million. The client base has increased, as have costs per 

client as well. Yes, we have a booming economy, but we have 

to make sure that we are investing in vulnerable people as well. 

We need to invest in shelters. We need to invest in housing — 

Housing First. We know that the former government didn’t 

want to spend social housing money to the tune of almost 

$20 million when the member opposite was in charge of 

housing. I believe it was him personally who stopped that. We 

are working on a whole gamut of housing initiatives and 

dealing with concerns when it comes to our vulnerable people. 

That does cost money, but that money up front is, again, going 

to have long-term benefits.  

All of these initiatives that do cost money — and, as I said, 

there is a $1.5-million increase in social assistance this time — 

are supports that try to help people get off of social assistance. 

This is extremely important to us. It’s giving a hand up as 

opposed to a handout. It is especially for people who can’t work 

for a variety of reasons. It is meeting them where they are and 

trying to make sure that people with disabilities or people who 

are unemployed or vulnerable, et cetera, have the supports 

necessary. We believe that this is a sound financial decision — 

to have that increase in social assistance. Again, the minister 

responsible can do an excellent job of expanding on the 

$1.5-million increase as she is going to be available for 

conversation in debate for the supplementaries, because that 

department does have a budgetary consideration for the second 

supplementary.  

Mr. Cathers: One of the things that puzzles us about the 

government’s claim that these costs are unanticipated is that, at 

a time when the government is touting how low the 

unemployment rate is — seeing a $1.5-million increase in 

social assistance seems strange. The Premier made reference to 

an increased cost per client. Unless government has changed 

something — and please tell me if they have — social 

assistance rates were indexed to CPI — to the rate of inflation. 

So those costs should only be going up based on the inflation 

rate, which should be relatively known at the start of the year 

or at least very close to it, since CPI can change in an 

unanticipated fashion. But generally speaking, the rate of 

inflation is — the last several years, including this last fiscal 

year — pardon me, the current fiscal year — should have been 

relatively easy to predict pretty close to the mark.  

That does leave us wondering whether these costs are due 

to increased discretionary funding or other elements. I would 

ask the Premier whether these increases are due to structural 

changes made in Health and Social Services which, as reported 

to me, have eliminated the internal audit function by the 

investigator — which, previously used to result in, I believe it 

was 40 case files a month being reviewed by someone who 

reported directly to the director — I believe that was the 

reporting structure — to a second set of eyes on the initial 

approvals being done by the initial approving person.  

Has the Premier looked into this issue? If not, will he look 

into whether any of these increased costs are due to the change 

in the internal review structure? If at the end of that, he comes 

back with the answer that they aren’t, it does leave me 

wondering why the government was not able to more 

accurately predict the cost increases per client in social 

assistance in the 2019-20 year — which does, as the Premier 

will understand, leave us wondering whether the Premier made 

a choice just not to include those numbers in the mains.  
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Hon. Mr. Silver: I don’t know why this would 

necessarily be a question from the member opposite. He would 

know that the situations in people’s homes and lives change on 

a daily basis. Numbers that we would have in July about who 

is on social assistance would completely change by the time six 

months goes by or even a week goes by sometimes. And again, 

whether that’s people with disabilities or people who are on 

social assistance for a variety of reasons, for not being able to 

work, these numbers — they’re fluid. They do move. So, the 

members opposite can be assured that we use the best statistics 

that we have readily available at the time of budgeting. For 

those dollar values that we still need to account for, we still 

need to account for them, and that’s what we’re seeing here.  

Now, that’s not to say that we’re not trying our best to meet 

people where they are and make sure that we can use the social 

assistance in a proper way to make sure that we can help 

support our most vulnerable citizens and people who have 

disabilities as well to thrive in our beautiful territory.  

We’ve done a lot of work outside Social Services as well. 

A lot of the things that we can do internally in the department 

really helps us with these numbers.  

The launch of 1Health Yukon is an extremely important 

part of our Health and Social Services systems. Being able to 

take our health information that supports the Yukon hospitals 

and our health facilities and services that will update the current 

system and support transition where Yukoners move from one 

service to another is another way that we support these 

individuals who come in and out of our Social Services 

systems.  

We’ve signed an agreement with the Government of 

Canada to increase the quality of treatment services for people 

with substance use disorders as well. Again, these things feed 

into the greater health of our community.  

We began covering the cost of medical abortion 

medication to ensure that Yukoners have low-barrier options 

and more equal access to abortion services in Yukon. We have 

a lot of programs and services. We also have a lot of supports.  

Now, this particular supplementary is a reflection of an 

extra need for people who are on social services, but the 

member opposite can be assured that we use the best numbers 

we possibly can as we apply a budgeting treatment to the 

programs and services that are absolutely necessary for 

Yukoners to make sure that they are living healthy and happy 

lives.  

Mr. Cathers: The Premier seems to have missed the 

crux of my question and I would just point out that one of the 

reasons I am asking this is that, if you look at the unemployment 

numbers according to the Bureau of Statistics over the past 

year, in January 2019, Yukon’s unemployment rate was 

3.6 percent. In July — which the Premier was just making 

reference to how, according to the Bureau of Statistics, the 

unemployment rate was 3.1 percent — a decrease of 

nine percentage points, compared to June, when it was 

four percent. All of those are low unemployment numbers and 

it does raise the question: With unemployment numbers lower 

than one would typically predict that they might be in a year, 

why is the cost of social assistance going up in that time period? 

It does raise two questions: Whether government 

underbudgeted for the amount, or whether there are increased 

costs internally due to changes that have been reported to us 

that were made in the internal oversight that have reduced that 

second set of eyes that had previously occurred — again, 

according to what we have been told. The Premier ignored that 

part of the question. 

So, is the Premier aware of changes that have been made 

related to social assistance payments and oversight internally, 

and if not, would he agree to stop being defensive and simply 

commit to looking into it and providing the information to this 

Legislative Assembly? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I think I might just have to smile more 

or something. I am completely not being defensive. I am just 

questioning where the member is coming from with his 

questions and providing answers. 

We do know that the changes per year is not a large 

increase. The 2018-19 actuals for social assistance in 

Whitehorse was roughly $17.6 million. We are forecasting for 

it this year to be $18.1- to $18.2 million — not a big increase. 

We do know that there are 74 more clients than forecasted, and 

that is exactly where this new pressure is coming from. The 

member opposite can speculate as to other reasons, but we’re 

telling him that this is what is happening here. 

I am also adding to that, that we believe our approach of 

collaborative care is extremely important when it comes to how 

we work with citizens of Yukon who are on social assistance. 

We believe that opening up a low-barrier shelter in Whitehorse 

— the emergency shelter — and allowing Yukoners to access 

those much-needed services is extremely important. We are 

going to continue to work closely with stakeholders to ensure 

that the clients, the Whitehorse residents, and the business 

community can all thrive and support that new facility.  

We are also taking many more steps when it comes to 

strengthening our partnerships with organizations such as the 

Skookum Jim Friendship Centre to enhance those drop-in and 

shelter services to Yukon youth. I can’t state enough how 

important the new health and wellness centres in the 

communities are. Working with the Vuntut Gwitchin 

Government, for example, we will be locating the first new 

health and wellness centre in Old Crow. This centre will bring 

together regional social services, home care services, mental 

wellness services, substance use services, community nursing, 

and health services in one building to better integrate the 

services and supports to respond to the community’s needs and 

to facilitate collaborative care.  

Better management of the referred care clinic is another 

important piece and supporting the downtown outreach clinic, 

which is a partnership between the Kwanlin Dün First Nation 

and the Yukon home care program — in 2017 this clinic had 

954 visits. The numbers are still being compiled for the next 

year after that and we will continue to monitor those numbers. 

Again, we are doing an awful lot of great work of a 

collaborative nature when it comes to supporting citizens who 

are on social assistance, and the numbers that are reflected in 

the supplementary budget are reflected there.  
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Mr. Cathers: Can the Premier indicate why, in the case 

of — I see here in Community Services that the Whitehorse air 

tanker base was “… deferred to future years due to delays in 

land selection and a functional program assessment.” That 

would appear to be something that is a cross-departmental 

issue. Can the Premier indicate what is happening there? Why, 

rather than coming to a decision that would create certainty on 

this issue, is the Whitehorse air tanker base upgrade, which is 

needed, being deferred to a future year due to a delay in land 

selection and program assessment? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, this isn’t necessarily one of 

those one-off projects; it’s part of a bigger upgrade to the 

airport. There’s lots of moving pieces here as far as septic and 

water systems. But again, it is a priority of this government and 

it is still in the five-year capital plan. It is now scheduled to 

begin in 2022 and end in the 2024-25 budget year, with a total 

cost of between $9 and $16 million. Again, the ministers — 

there are a couple of ministers who are responsible in this file 

who can also help provide some more information. Again, 

definitely an important project — not a stand-alone and 

definitely being coordinated with a bigger picture of the 

upgrades to the airport. 

 Mr. Cathers: Earlier, the Premier made reference to the 

growth of FTEs. Can the Premier indicate as of the end of the 

current fiscal year — of course, coming up at the end of March 

— what the estimated total number of full-time equivalent 

positions within the government will be at that point in time or 

what it is based on his most recent numbers — whichever he 

prefers? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: In the 2020-21 main estimates — we 

will be starting those main estimates. There will be 5,104.8 full-

time equivalents which are reported for the Government of 

Yukon to support programs and services. We are announcing 

in this budget an increase of 30.9 FTEs, which is pretty 

astounding — a 0.6-percent increase from the 2019-20 

numbers.  

Now, with minimal FTE growth, the Yukon government 

continues to offer a high level of services required by Yukoners 

where there is expectation to deliver and we are doing so on 

that.  

What we are seeing here, with a whole-of-government 

approach with a focus on efficiencies therein, is a reduction in 

our FTEs this year, based on some great collaborative efforts 

by all the departments involved. Where we are going to see 

some areas of growth will be in Health and Social Services, 

with an increase to mental wellness and home care service 

delivery areas — such as emergency medical services at the 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter, for example — and the 

advancement of midwifery in Yukon and also support to 

develop a final Yukon strategy on missing and murdered 

indigenous women and girls.  

In the Department of Environment, we see with the Peel 

land use implementation, the north Yukon wildlife 

management support and habitat stewardship — we will see 

some added growth there.  

In Education, there are going to be some new teachers due 

to population growth.  

In the Public Service Commission, there will be a 

modernizing and reorganizing of the commission.  

We continue to assess programs and services that could be 

more appropriately delivered by the private sector, another 

level of government, or a non-governmental organization. As 

we look at our FTE count, while this government is making the 

necessary and significant progress on cost-savings and 

efficiency measures, we are not making cuts to programs that 

Yukoners depend on. In doing so, I am very proud of the work 

that we have done with the whole of government to have this 

year’s increase to the FTE complement under 31 FTEs for this 

year.  

Mr. Cathers: The Premier made reference to 

midwifery. There is a posting that the Yukon government had 

for a midwifery consultant that was shared on social media. It 

also appears to be on a number of other sites for the 

government. What was brought to my attention by a Yukoner 

was the fact that the job posting encouraged people to take 

advantage of the opportunity to move to the Yukon. Has the 

government already predetermined that this job is going to go 

to someone outside of the territory? If not, why would a job 

posting specifically be encouraging people to move to the 

Yukon when, in fact, there might be qualified people here? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: The answer to the members opposite’s 

question is no. We put out things to tender all the time. At least 

here on this side of the House, we don’t mind people coming to 

the Yukon. Again, you don’t have to be born and raised here to 

be a Yukoner, but we are not predisposing anything as far as 

this particular hire. I would even add that, in our territory, I 

believe that we have a plethora of experienced people who 

hopefully will be applying for this job. 

Mr. Cathers: Well, the ad certainly didn’t seem to 

suggest it.  

So, the Premier interestingly was touting an increase in 

FTEs as somehow being a reduction, when it’s only the 

reduction of growth. In fact, it does raise the question as well, 

both in the 2019-20 fiscal year — and we will also ask again in 

the upcoming fiscal year when we get into that debate — of: 

How many of the new positions in government created in 

2019-20 were in Yukon communities, and how many were just 

in Whitehorse? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I don’t have that number with me right 

now. I will endeavour to get back to the member opposite.  

Mr. Cathers: I look forward to hearing that number.  

I’m just looking at the questions I had here. The question I 

was going to ask next is — we see an increase in the budget for 

the Yukon Water Board. Can the Premier indicate how much, 

if any, of this budget increase is related to the delays that are 

occurring and affecting placer miners across the territory, 

especially in the Indian River area? How much of that cost is 

related to those additional delays and additional costs to 

industry? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: What we’re seeing is an awful lot of 

projects that are coming forward to the Water Board, and that’s 

good news. I know that Alexco is in the process right now, and 

I know that’s taking a lot of the resources of the Water Board 

to deal with that amazing project with a really great proponent 
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who has a really good history of reclamation, not only in 

Yukon. 

But, again, to say that it has something to do with the placer 

industry — the Water Board has definitely been working with 

the placer industry for many years. They know the size. I will 

say that last year was one of the most successful years in recent 

history for the placer mining community as far as ounces of 

gold coming out of the ground and supporting our local 

economy in the Klondike. 

Again, it is a busy board — lots of applications — and I 

am very confident in their ability to get processes out. I am 

happy too that, in this last year, I met with the chair of YESAA 

and the chair of the Yukon Water Board — probably the first 

time that a premier has met with those two chairs in the same 

room to discuss regulatory certainty. I am really proud of the 

memorandum of understanding and the reset as well for 

YESAB and the work that we are doing there and of course the 

memorandum of understanding with the Water Board. It is a 

busy time to be in the Yukon. It is a busy time for the Water 

Board. 

Mr. Cathers: Does the Premier have statistics on the 

number of placer miners who are currently waiting for a water 

licence? Secondly, related to that, does the Premier have 

statistics on how many of those placer miners have been 

waiting in excess of one year and how many have been waiting 

for as long as two years? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: As these applications come in — and 

they are coming in more and more. We get those notifications 

on a daily basis these days, especially in the placer mining 

community. I don’t have the current numbers with me right 

now in general debate, but I will endeavour to get those 

numbers back. 

We do know that there are an awful lot of current Water 

Board licensing applications of note — Minto Explorations, for 

example, and Pembridge. We know that they have a current 

type A water licence and that, in August 2016, they filed an 

amendment application to submit an updated reclamation and 

closure plan as per an existing licence condition. In addition to 

submitting the reclamation and closure plan, the company 

requested additional amendments to conditions, including new 

underground workings. I’m really excited with Pembridge 

breathing life into the Minto mining project.  

It’s nice when I take a drive back up to Dawson to see the 

ore trucks heading down to Skagway. It’s hard for me to not 

give the thumbs-up. I know a lot of the drivers of those trucks 

are actually constituents of mine and it’s always great to see 

them working here in the territory.  

I do know that the board had made some preliminary 

findings that further assessments under the Yukon 

Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act are not 

required in this particular case, which is good news.  

We also know, like I mentioned earlier, that the Alexco 

Keno Hill mining corporation — that company did apply to 

renew their existing type A water licence, which expires in 

August 2020. Included in the renewal application is the addition 

of the Birmingham deposit, which was not previously licensed 

and is extremely exciting.  

Right now, as we found as we head out with Invest Canada 

North or head out to the UK to the financial districts there or to 

Toronto — what we’re hearing internationally is that there was 

a time in the last couple of years, as Canada was legalizing 

cannabis, that a lot of the speculative financiers were heading 

that way. It was a new and shiny thing. That has definitely 

plateaued. What we’re seeing is a resurgence in investments in 

specific type of resources like very fine silver, for example. 

You cannot get a better example of a silver deposit on the planet 

than you can when it comes to Alexco and their current 

applications. So, it’s really exciting to see a resurgence of this 

company in Yukon.  

The company did respond to the interventions and to 

outstanding information requests in August of this year. The 

secretary did hold a technical working session, and also 

intervening parties were involved in early December of last 

year as well.  

I believe that a public hearing was held in Whitehorse very 

recently — February 18 and 19 — and the board is currently 

deliberating on that application.  

I know that there’s an application in for Mount Nansen 

which was made for a new five-year water licence by Crown-

Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada for care and 

maintenance of the Mount Nansen mine site.  

Kudz Ze Kayah BMC — this project is in the assessment 

process. No application for a water licence has been made yet 

by the board. We have a couple of different other projects under 

hydro or municipal.  

When it comes to placer undertakings, I know that there’s 

an application for Tamarack. They applied for a type B water 

licence and also placer mining land use approval for a project 

in Dawson.  

Also, Indian River wetlands — the board has a number of 

active applications in the Indian River wetlands complex. I 

don’t have the specifics, but there are quite a few that are there.  

I know that when you take a look at the types of 

applications over the years — we know that last year — 2019 

— there were 102 type B applications received and seven type 

A applications, for a total of 109. The previous year — 2018 — 

there were 126 applications — 121 type B and five type A. The 

previous year to that, there were 142 applications, 135 of which 

were type B and seven were type A.  

Mr. Cathers: I do appreciate the information the 

Premier just provided. I would note that the applications that 

he’s referring to — I forget whether his term was a “number” 

or a “lot” or something related — in Indian River area — those 

are some of the ones that I’m asking him to look into. I’m sure 

he’s not going to have that information here this afternoon, but 

the time delays affecting placer miners — especially in the 

Indian River area, but also in other parts of the Yukon — are of 

great concern to a number of Yukon small businesses and 

families whose livelihoods are affected by those applications 

and who in some cases are not able to do work at this point in 

time and in other cases are concerned that their permitting will 

not be in place to allow them to continue to work past a certain 

point. 
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So, it is something that is of significant concern to me and 

to my colleagues. I would ask the Premier to look into the 

information I requested and to get back to this Legislative 

Assembly.  

With that, I will cede the floor to the member from the 

Third Party for questions that she may have at this point in the 

supplementary estimates. I thank officials for their diligence in 

providing the answers that we did receive this afternoon to the 

Premier.  

Ms. Hanson: As I had said in my comments with respect 

to the second reading, it was my intention that we would be 

focusing our discussions on the actual departments where there 

are supplementary estimates.  

I’m not intending to get into a general debate with the 

minister. I would just point out to him that I would request that 

the Minister of Finance go back and read the budget speeches 

for 2017, 2018, 2019, and again for this year. Perhaps then he 

would have some comprehension of some of the concerns that 

have been expressed with respect to the claims and the 

assertions of open and transparent governments. Part of the 

openness and transparency is the provision of timely, accurate 

information to all members of the House without having to seek 

through multiple layers of various websites to try to find it.  

I know that the Minister of Finance recalls his days as a 

member of the Third Party and knows the lack of resources that 

were available to him. That doesn’t diminish the role of the 

Third Party or the Official Opposition with respect to our 

responsibility to hold the government to account, as I said 

earlier, for the stewardship of the fiscal resources of this 

territory.  

We would look to the Minister of Finance to — as he has 

said repeatedly in the past — work in a cooperative manner 

with the opposition. When I’ve been told repeatedly, as Finance 

critic for this party, that systems have been developed or are 

being developed — and I recognize that it takes time; I’ve said 

to the officials that I understand that it takes time to develop 

systems — and then I see a material decrease. The minister may 

find this amusing, but it’s actually not. It’s not amusing that, as 

we go forward into the fourth year of a budget tabled by this 

minister, the information to help explain and help us 

comprehend where the changes may have been made have 

decreased rather than increased.  

The minister himself has talked about how the activities of 

government, as we mature as a provincial-like government, 

become more complicated. This is all the more reason why all 

members of this Legislative Assembly should be able to walk 

out of this House without having to make assumptions, but have 

the same base information.  

I am not going to go on, Mr. Deputy Chair. I have made 

that point and I will continue to make it. I think that is my job, 

my responsibility as an elected member. I hope that the 

Minister of Finance shares that expectation and that he will 

work with us to try to ensure that we have access to timely, 

accurate information. I hope that he would — this is a small 

one, but it speaks to the issue of sort of the “gotcha” kind of 

stuff that occurs. The Premier asserted this afternoon — again, 

I don’t know why the Minister of Finance felt he had the need 

to do this — that, in fact, the arrest processing unit is not called 

the arrest processing unit. Holy goodness — that is what it was 

called, that is what it is called, that is what the stats show, that 

is what the press releases say, and that is what the joint funding 

arrangement with Canada was for. 

I hope we are going to get beyond that petty kind of stuff 

in terms of the to and fro with the Official Opposition Finance 

critic who, I think in this case, actually rightly pointed out that 

there was an error. It’s simple; it’s not a big deal. Why do we 

have to make it such? There are a hell of a lot more important 

issues in this budget, but if you can’t tell where you got your 

data from in your performance plan, or your performance 

report, to substantiate it — and we don’t see it attached to 

anything — that is a problem for all members of this House. 

Certainly to goodness, if we’re getting our information 

from CIHI with respect to ER, then somebody in the 

Department of Health and Social Services has that information. 

Why not attach it to the budget? Why do we have to have it on 

a request, or a question coming from a member opposite, as 

opposed to it just being data that is available? 

We will get into the budget debate, the supplementary 

estimates, at some point, I’m sure. At that point, we will have a 

number of questions specific to each of the 13 departments and 

agencies that are listed in the supplementary estimates. 

Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on 

Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20? 

Seeing none, we will move to Clause 1. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, seeing the time, I 

move that you report progress. Otherwise, we would be moving 

from general debate into the departments, as I understand it, and 

there would not be sufficient time for them to arrive with seven 

minutes left in the day.  

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by the Government 

House Leader that the Deputy Chair report progress.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by the Government 

House Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-2020, and directed me to report progress. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole. 

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried. 
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Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the House do now 

adjourn. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. tomorrow. 

 

The House adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will 

proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed with the Order Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Hon. Ms. Frost: It is with great pleasure that I rise today 

to welcome Stephanie Muckenheim and Christine Cleghorn — 

both of whom have a long history in the Yukon — for a tribute 

today to Mr. Couture. He hired both of these beautiful ladies, 

so they have a long legacy to uphold. Stephen Mills is here also, 

the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Executive Council Office. 

Stephen has a lot of history with Gerry Couture. I am just very 

pleased to introduce him as a member of the Vuntut Gwitchin 

First Nation, as well as John Bailey, Deputy Minister of 

Environment. I said that Stephen was an ADM and I apologize 

— the DM. 

We have Stu Clarke here, the Yukon Conservation Society 

president. Welcome today. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We have one more guest today. It 

is always a pleasure to have our elected municipal officials here 

and today we have with us His Worship Dan Curtis, Mayor of 

the City of Whitehorse. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: Tributes. 

TRIBUTES 

In remembrance of Gerry Couture 

Hon. Ms. Frost: It is with honour that I rise today on 

behalf of the Liberal caucus to pay tribute to a very great man 

— Gerry Couture — a long-time advocate of Yukon’s 

environment, a really great and dear friend, and a mentor of 

mine. 

Gerry Couture first started working with Natural 

Resources at the age of 15 — his first job working in mining 

and logging camps during the summer. After obtaining the rank 

of captain in the Royal Regiment and serving in West Germany 

during the Cold War, Gerry came to the Yukon in the late 1960s 

to work for Trans North Air. Gerry’s military temperament 

would later be noted as a benefit for his environmental 

advocacy work. 

Throughout his life, Gerry showed exceptional personal 

and professional dedication to serving and protecting Yukon’s 

vital and natural resources. Gerry’s extensive career included 

17 years as a Canadian delegate to the Yukon River salmon 

negotiations for the Pacific Salmon Treaty and 13 years with 

the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board — of which 

it’s noteworthy to say that he was essentially there from the 

very beginning. He helped to establish the board and was the 

first-ever chair. He also served 12 years with the Yukon Salmon 

Sub-Committee.  

Gerry also worked as a mining coordinator for the Yukon 

Conservation Society until he retired in 2009. Since 2009, 

Yukon Conservation Society have given out the annual 

Gerry Couture Stewardship Award. The purpose of this award 

is to foster public awareness of and appreciation for the 

personal dedication required to conserve and manage the 

Yukon’s natural resources.  

Mr. Speaker, the personal dedication piece is important. 

Gerry was a leader in resource management, not because the 

pay was good, but because he was passionate about the 

protection of our natural environment.  

For example, while Gerry was a representative of the 

Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee, increasing dissatisfaction with 

the Yukon placer authorization finally forced a full-scale 

review. The issue was highly volatile in Gerry’s home town of 

Dawson City in 2002. A demonstration called Black 

Wednesday was held. Under intense scrutiny and local 

pressure, the average citizen might have withdrawn until the 

crisis had passed. Never one to hide from conflict, Gerry didn’t 

back down despite becoming the target of industry pressures 

and the odd threatening phone call. This was a trying time for 

Gerry’s family and his wife, Jan, who worked in the mining 

land use clerk’s office at that time. Eventually, a new placer 

regime came to life and the salmon are better for it because of 

Gerry’s tenacity and his drive to make things better, not worse, 

but to encourage collaboration.  

Gerry truly had the drive to make a difference and was not 

afraid of standing up for what he believed in. He was the kind 

of man you might dislike, but you always had the utmost 

respect for him. Named among Yukon’s colourful five percent, 

Gerry has been described as feisty, passionate, dedicated, 

courageous, tenacious, curious, and fearless. He was also 

incredibly modest and humble. He had a zest for knowledge, 

and curiosity drove him. 

Outside of his work, Gerry was a competitive dog musher, 

avid hunter, fisher, trapper, placer miner, pilot, and much more. 

Gerry was not indigenous in heritage, but he was indigenous at 

heart. He shared and upheld Yukon First Nation stewardship 

values and standards and was at the forefront of conservation 

in the Yukon. It is hard to believe that this jack of all trades, 

self-made biologist, and passionate environmentalist held a 

degree from Royal Roads in history and literature. Gerry had 

many adventures in his life, but central to all of them was his 

love for Yukon and his love for his Jan and his family.  

Gerry made a lasting contribution to Yukon and to our 

environment, and I will always remember him as a very dear 

friend. I ask everyone to help me in remembering and 

honouring a very great man today. 

Applause 

 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin 

for that personal and moving tribute.  
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I rise on behalf of the New Democratic Party and the 

Yukon Party to also pay tribute to Gerry Couture. Unlike the 

Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, I didn’t know Gerry Couture 

personally but, like many Yukoners, I knew of him and admired 

him for many years. Back in the day, I recall hearing about this 

back-to-the-lander who lived on a farm on the Yukon River 

who had become a commercial fisher and, through that activity, 

became increasingly involved in the often contentious issues 

related to Yukon’s environment, Yukon’s water, fish, and 

wildlife habitat.  

Then, a couple of weeks ago, I attended a screening of 

Sovereign Soil, directed by Dawson filmmaker David Curtis 

and produced by Andrew Connors. Sovereign Soil explores — 

and I quote: “… life, death, and time through the simple, rich 

day-to-day of people deeply tied to the wilds.” There was Gerry 

Couture and Jan Couture, now in his old age — or, as he 

referred to it, as “anecdotage” — telling anecdotes. Gerry had 

been a mentor to the director, and the film lovingly depicts the 

Coutures’ 1970 homesteading experience as well as the 

environmental perspective from what has been referred to as 

the “duck and cover generation”. That film was finished shortly 

before Gerry died in 2019. 

As members have heard — well, actually, in 2009, an 

anonymous donor established the Gerry Couture Stewardship 

Medal and a $1,000 annual prize to a preferably curmudgeonly 

individual chosen for outstanding personal dedication to natural 

resource conservation and management in Yukon.  

The donor of the award was inspired by Gerry Couture’s 

fearlessness and persistence in the face of adversity and his 

creativity, innovation, and curmudgeonliness. Mr. Speaker, I 

am advised by Karen Baltgailis, the former executive director 

of the Yukon Conservation Society, that the anonymous donor 

dubbed Gerry a “curmudgeon” with great affection and respect 

because, while Gerry was charming, generous, funny, 

knowledgeable about all things salmon, and so much more and 

he was delightfully amiable, when he was fighting for the 

environment and respect for the final agreements, he was a 

force to be reckoned with. He did not back down and he could 

be as surly and cantankerous as the situation required.  

So, who was this man? The anonymous benefactor behind 

the Gerry Couture Stewardship Award put together a 

fascinating profile that detailed from being in born in Rossland, 

BC of French-Canadian heritage — a heritage that dates back 

in Canada to 1639. Not many people would have suspected that 

Gerry Couture was a graduate of the Royal Military College in 

Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu or that he graduated from the Royal 

Military College in Kingston, going on to serve as a lieutenant 

with the Royale Veingt-Deuxieme Regiment in Canada and 

Germany.  

After leaving the military, Gerry took commercial pilot 

training, and he then moved to the Yukon in 1969, where he 

met his future wife, Jan, at the Robert Service campground on 

his first day in town — a typical Yukon experience. They built 

a place on the Old Alaska Highway north of Whitehorse and 

Gerry worked for Trans North and for Northwestel and was for 

a time a school janitor — mainly, he said, to support his dog-

driving habit.  

In 1975, he and Jan moved to Thistle Creek on the Yukon 

River. There they lived pretty much off the land, hunting, 

fishing, and gardening while Gerry trapped in the winter, fished 

salmon commercially, and worked for the placer mining 

industry in the summer. Over the next 17 years, Gerry and Jan 

raised their three children at Thistle Creek.  

As the member opposite has indicated, in 1985, Gerry 

joined the Canadian delegation to the Yukon River salmon 

negotiations under the Pacific Salmon Treaty. Little did he 

realize that this appointment would continue for 17 years until 

an agreement was finally reached in 2002.  

The writer — the benefactor of the Gerry Couture 

Stewardship Award — noted that undoubtedly this is where 

Gerry cut his teeth as curmudgeon of bureaucracies, a role he 

refined and expanded over the ensuing decades. By 1992, the 

Coutures had moved to Dawson City and he was appointed to 

the pre-implementation Fish and Wildlife Management Board. 

Three years later, as chairman, he deftly steered the board 

through its first implementation year, a time of great 

enthusiasm and great tension. In 1995, he was also appointed 

to the Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee, serving until 2007.  

Gerry’s contribution to the effective implementation of 

chapter 16 of the Umbrella Final Agreement deserves special 

recognition. For upwards of a dozen years, he lived in his 

battered little blue truck, commuting between Dawson City, 

Whitehorse, and the communities, attending a myriad of regular 

and special meetings, grappling with the issues of the day, and, 

moreover, interpreting the spirit of the agreement as he believed 

that it had been conceived in the minds of First Nation elders.  

I found this comment fascinating, Mr. Speaker. One time 

when he locked horns with a senior bureaucrat, an exasperated 

board member — and elder — came to his defense and said, 

“You don’t understand; he looks like a white man, but he thinks 

like an Indian.” Despite Gerry’s prominent role in so many 

issues over the years, his unswerving dedication to salmon and 

their habitats stands out as an epic of personal commitment and 

sacrifice in the face of withering criticism. From salmon fisher 

to international negotiator to member of the Yukon Salmon 

Sub-Committee, Gerry championed the future of the fish at 

every opportunity.  

Not surprisingly, as the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin has 

mentioned, his most difficult challenge with salmon hit closest 

to home. Mounting dissatisfaction with the placer authorization 

— an outdated relic of a bygone era — finally forced a full-

scale review in which Gerry, as representative of the Yukon 

Salmon Sub-Committee, joined with those calling for 

substantial change. The issue was highly volatile in Dawson 

City.  

Under such local pressure, the average citizen might 

withdraw until the crisis had passed, but Gerry had a military 

temperament and he never backed down, despite becoming the 

target of industry harassment and threatening phone calls, not 

to mention virtual ostracism by his home town. Eventually, a 

new placer regime rose from the ashes and salmon are certainly 

better for it.  

Mr. Speaker, Yukon’s natural resources will always be 

under siege of some kind or another and they can never have 
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too many friends. Gerry Couture was always one of their 

staunchest allies and an inspiration to all those who worked 

with him. The donor, the benefactor of the Gerry Couture 

award, indicated that the award was created to honour such 

people, to whom we in Yukon owe so much. The alumni of the 

award recipients — from the inaugural winner, Dave Mossop, 

to Jimmy Johnny, to the 10th anniversary recipient, Gerry 

Whitley — are an exemplary and ongoing tribute to Gerry 

Couture’s legacy. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any returns or documents for 

tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill No. 8: Budget Measures Implementation Act, 
2020 — Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 8, entitled Budget 

Measures Implementation Act, 2020, be now introduced and 

read a first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 

2020, be now introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 8 

agreed to 

 

Speaker: Are there any further bills for introduction? 

Notices of motions. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Gallina: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House supports the expansion of the 

notification of class 1 mineral exploration activities across 

Yukon to provide a balanced approach to providing certainty 

for industry and addressing potential impacts on treaty rights. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

introduce paid sick leave for all workers by amending the 

Employment Standards Act. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

Skateboard park 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I rise before the House today to 

highlight a project worth kick-flipping over. I am very pleased 

to announce the Government of Yukon’s financial support for 

a new skateboard park in Whitehorse. The project, which 

includes planning, community engagement, design, and 

construction, is worth about $3.5 million. 

I want to use this time to talk about why this piece of 

recreational infrastructure is so important to the community. 

The Whitehorse skate park has been a gathering place for 

young people and skateboarders from across the territory since 

it was built in 1995. For over 20 years, Bringing Youth 

Towards Equality — BYTE — Empowering Youth Society — 

and more recently, the Skate For Life Alliance have hosted the 

annual skateboarding competition at the park on Canada Day. 

This annual competition brings the skateboarding community 

together and is a way to showcase how the sport has evolved 

over the decades and continues to thrive today. 

While the Whitehorse skate park is mostly used by the 

community here in Whitehorse, the annual skate competition 

regularly brings in skateboarders from other Yukon 

communities, like Dawson, Carcross, Teslin, and beyond. Past 

skate competitions have not only attracted skateboarders from 

across the territory but have also included a wide variety of 

competitors, from professional skateboarders to young, up-and-

coming skaters. 

In addition to the annual skate competition, the skateboard 

park serves as a hub for the community and is used by young 

people, skaters, BMX and scooter riders, and even some winter 

users. It supports a variety of accessible activities that 

encourage our youth to be active and develop their physical 

fitness and coordination. But, as you may know, the park in 

Whitehorse is in dire need of a revamp. 

Skaters have been telling us that it’s not safe for them to 

use, and the Yukon government and City of Whitehorse have 

been listening. In 2017, we started working with the City of 

Whitehorse and the skateboarding community to identify 

funding programs to help replace the park. In 2018, we asked 

the skateboarding community and experts like former 

professional skateboarder Kanten Russell to help design a skate 

park that best serves Yukon skateboarders. 

Thanks to the input of the skateboarding community, 

funding from the federal government, and our partnership with 

the City of Whitehorse, we now have a design for a new 

skateboard park that will ensure that skate competitions and 

everyday enthusiasts have a place to be for years to come. In 

particular, I would like to acknowledge the Skate For Life 

Alliance and Whitehorse’s beloved grandmother of the 

skateboard park, Amanda Rendell, for their contributions 

during the design charette.  

A skateboard park is an accessible way for people to live 

healthy, active lifestyles and is just one of the pieces of 

recreational infrastructure that makes our community such a 

great place to live. This past Monday evening, Whitehorse City 

Council authorized a service agreement between Yukon 

government and the city for us to rebuild the park to current 

standards and for the city to take over ownership and 

responsibility of the skate park. 

On Monday, the City of Whitehorse also introduced two 

bylaw processes regarding zoning for the land of the park. 

Following the City of Whitehorse decision, our next step will 

be to tender the project in the coming weeks. Our plan is to 

begin construction this spring with a one-year targeted 

completion. We look forward to putting shovels in the ground 
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this spring and to celebrating the opening of a new skate park 

with the community.  

 

Mr. Hassard: I rise today to respond to this ministerial 

statement.  

Firstly, I would like to thank the minister for this update 

and for re-announcing that the government is providing money 

for the new Whitehorse skate park. We in the opposition 

benches support investments in recreational infrastructure and 

this is good news. But, Mr. Speaker, as we mentioned 

yesterday, the government largely decides the business of the 

day and how we spend our time here in this Legislature and of 

course these decisions are based on their priorities.  

We know that the World Health Organization just declared 

COVID-19 to be a pandemic. The head of the World Health 

Organization said this morning — and I’ll quote: “This is not 

just a public health crisis, it is a crisis that will touch every 

sector.”  

So, we are seeing world markets decline. We’re seeing the 

economy take a major hit. We are seeing bad news on the 

horizon for the tourism sector. We as MLAs are getting 

questions from constituents about what to do. Now, these are 

legitimate questions and they deserve answers. They want to 

know — if they feel sick, what should they do? If they need up-

to-date and accurate information, where should they find it?  

I’m not saying that this information doesn’t exist, but at 

this time, Yukoners are looking to the Minister of Health and 

Social Services to provide an update and reassure them. So, 

why hasn’t the government done a ministerial statement on 

Yukon’s preparedness or what you should do in the event that 

you become sick?  

The Prime Minister just announced $1 billion for a 

COVID-19 response plan, with hundreds of millions going to 

the territories and provinces to assist with their preparedness. 

Why isn’t the government doing a ministerial statement on 

this? How much money is coming to Yukon? What is Yukon 

doing to ensure a strong supply chain? These are pressing 

issues, Mr. Speaker, and we’re hearing daily from constituents 

looking for information.  

When there is a lack of information, that’s when people get 

nervous. So, this government really needs to step up their game 

on communicating with the public on a response — things such 

as providing updates to First Nation and municipal 

governments, taking out radio ads, or beginning to advertise in 

local papers.  

But, Mr. Speaker, we are glad to hear about this great 

announcement on the skate park. We look forward to more 

information about recreational infrastructure across the 

territory, and we absolutely support investments in recreational 

infrastructure, as I believe everyone in this House does.  

So, yes, this is a good project. I know that the skate 

community, led by the Skate For Life Alliance Whitehorse, has 

been advocating for upgrades to the park for some time and 

were happy to see that dedication pay off. But, Mr. Speaker, it 

is time for this government to reconsider how it is prioritizing 

our time in this House. 

 

Ms. White: So, I have been a supporter of the Second 

Heaven skateboard park for a long, long time, and my 

relationship is going to be a little bit different from that of 

others. My friends and I frequented it as teenagers, I rode my 

bike there with my friends there in my early 20s, and I still go 

there today, and often I take children with me to go to the 

skateboard park. In the last two years, I have had the pleasure 

of watching a nephew take to skateboarding like a duck to 

water.  

So, skateboarding is accessible. It doesn’t take a huge 

amount of money to get into, and you can skate any time of day, 

you can skate alone or with others, and once a park is built — 

especially if it’s an all-concrete park — it requires very little 

maintenance. 

In the last number of years, the ridership has changed and 

evolved, and that is a very cool thing indeed. At any point in 

time, you can see teenagers, adults, and children all recreating 

in the same space, using different tools — skateboards, 

scooters, bikes, and wheelchairs — and that’s one of the things 

making this skate park so unique. 

We appreciate that the government is supporting a 

recreational complex that isn’t mainstream, and I know from 

personal experience that giving young folks a place to gather is 

better for their mental and physical health and well-being. I 

want to make sure that I offer a big thank you to the Skate For 

Life Alliance for encouraging individuals who may not always 

be interested in participating in a planning process to participate 

in a planning process. 

This would be a missed opportunity to not mention 

Amanda, the unofficial official caretaker of the Second Heaven 

park, who, for the last two decades, has been a grandma to all. 

The users at the skate park hold a party for her birthday every 

year, and they did this, like they do most years, but this year 

was exceptional because Amanda just celebrated her 100th 

birthday. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to being at the first Canada 

skate competition at the new park, and I look forward to the 

users over time adapting to the new space. 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will start by saying thank you 

very much to the Third Party and the Member for Takhini-

Kopper King. I appreciate her first-hand knowledge of the park 

and appreciate her comments. 

I completely agree that COVID-19 is an important issue. 

We know that Yukon’s medical system has been and remains 

well prepared to manage the suspected cases of COVID-19 that 

may arise, and we know that the risk of COVID-19 remains low 

in the Yukon. There are currently no cases of COVID-19 in the 

territory. I hope that we are able to do both: talk about important 

business for the territory and keep that business moving, and 

talk about how we are preparing for COVID-19.  

Yesterday, when I stood here in the Legislature to talk 

about the community centre in Old Crow, I got asked a couple 

of questions. Let me give a couple of answers. I looked back to 

see when the project was first announced. It was announced in 

2014. Although that was under the previous government and it 

sat for two years with no progress, it is now being built by 
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Johnston Builders, as the Member for Porter Creek North 

requested.  

With respect to the skateboard park, it is very inclusive and 

the demographic is changing. One of the things I noted about 

the new design was that there is going to be some wheelchair- 

and kid-friendly rolling quarter pipe access to the flood bowl 

that includes a spine and extension. It is made to be more 

inclusive and it’s made to be more sustainable with shotcrete, 

so there are some great features. 

I will also note that this park was first on my radar screen 

back in 2015 when the then-Minister of Education came in 

when I was a city councillor and approached the city to talk 

about the park. The minister arrived at city council and asked 

us to move the park without actually talking to us ahead of time. 

When we asked a few questions, the minister suggested that we 

shouldn’t consult with the public. Here is a difference, 

Mr. Speaker. I think that it is important that we note those 

differences. Our approach is to try to work with the stakeholder 

community, with the Skate For Life Alliance, and to talk with 

the public. Our approach has been to work with the city. I am 

so happy that we got that agreement signed. It is why today is 

the day that I am announcing this — it’s because we just signed 

the agreement. I thank the City of Whitehorse for their 

diligence on it and I thank them for being willing to take over 

the park once we get it up to current standards.  

Again, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for the 

opportunity to update Yukoners on this important project.  

 

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: Yukon Teachers’ Association 
relations 

Mr. Kent: The Minister of Education is earning an 

unfortunate reputation for picking fights with the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association. Now we have another example. The 

Yukon News reported this morning that the YTA is taking the 

Yukon Liberal government to court over their alleged plan to 

lay off teachers and rehire without giving them priority. 

According to the story, the YTA is — and I quote: “… seeking 

an injunction, or legal order, to stop the government from 

posting vacant teaching positions for the 2020-21 school year 

without first offering them to teachers laid off, or given lay-off 

notice, during the 2018-19 and 2019-20 school years.” 

The YTA believes that this is in violation of the collective 

bargaining agreement. 

Can the minister confirm that she is moving forward with 

this new hiring plan and if it is indeed in violation of the CBA?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I’m pretty sure the member opposite 

knows better than that and I’m pretty sure he knows that 

Standing Order 19(f) prohibits us from discussing matters that 

are before the court. As he said in his preamble, the matter has 

been brought before the court by the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association.  

On March 6, 2020, the Yukon Teachers’ Association filed 

a petition for an injunction in the Supreme Court of the Yukon 

Territory. They are entitled to do so. They have a dispute with 

an interpretation of the collective agreement that they 

negotiated — that they agreed to, that they ratified, and that 

they signed last year — and I am certainly not going to discuss 

the details of either the government’s position or the position 

being put forward by the Yukon Teachers’ Association here in 

the Legislative Assembly. It wouldn’t be appropriate to do that.  

They have chosen that this dispute should be dealt with in 

the courts and that’s the appropriate place. We look forward to 

the result.  

Mr. Kent: So, this minister has quite a history of 

fighting with teachers.  

Her government deliberately excluded the YTA from 

planning for the new Whistle Bend school. More recently, the 

YTA has called plans for a special education review a “snub” 

as they feel they weren’t consulted on the ground floor as they 

should have been.  

Why is the minister unable or unwilling to get along with 

Yukon’s teachers?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. I 

appreciate the question from the member opposite and he is 

certainly entitled to his opinion; I don’t share it.  

Our work with the Yukon Teachers’ Association has been 

productive. We negotiated a three-year collective agreement 

just this time last year which dealt with a number of outstanding 

issues that were of concern to Yukon teachers. As I have said 

before, Yukon teachers are members of the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association, but they are employees and very valued 

employees of the education system here in the territory.  

Again, there are processes for resolving disputes or 

differences of opinion. Those processes are properly being used 

by the Yukon Teachers’ Association and we look forward to 

the results.  

Mr. Kent: So, Mr. Speaker, it appears that the minister 

thinks it’s productive to exclude the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association from planning for a new elementary school in 

Whistle Bend. The minister thinks it’s productive that the YTA 

has called plans for a special education review a “snub”. Now 

she thinks it’s productive to be in court with our teachers. 

In spite of this toxic environment that the minister has 

created, there is a chance to start rebuilding the relationship 

between her and our educators. So, will she abandon her plans 

for this new rehiring and lay-off policy and get out of court with 

our teachers? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Again, I am not permitted to discuss 

the details of the case, and frankly, neither is the member 

opposite, so I’m puzzled by his question. 

Nonetheless, he has characterized my relationship — or 

personalized my relationship — with the Teachers’ Association 

as one that is not correct. We work very closely with the 

Teachers’ Association. On occasion, parties that have the best 

interest of children in mind do disagree. There are processes for 

the resolution of those disagreements. We continue to work 

closely and productively with the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association. They have not been excluded from the work on 

Whistle Bend school; they have not been excluded from the 

review on inclusive and special education, and as a result, our 

work will continue. We look forward to the results. 
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Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. McLeod: This morning, the World Health 

Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. The Prime 

Minister also announced that the Government of Canada was 

establishing a $1-billion COVID-19 response fund. As part of 

this, $500 million is being allocated to provinces and territories 

for critical health care system needs.  

Is the minister able to tell us how much of the $500 million 

will be provided to the Yukon? If not, can she tell us if we have 

made a request to Canada for funding? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Of course, the health and safety 

concerns of Yukoners are absolutely our top priority. We 

recognize the economic impacts and the health impacts the 

coronavirus is having globally and are very actively monitoring 

this issue. We are paying attention to what’s happening 

federally. The Prime Minister announced today a very 

encouraging message. Measures that have been announced 

today will address the concerns that have been heard from the 

Yukon business community, and we’re very pleased with the 

federal government’s response. 

Our government is working very closely with our partners 

inside and outside of the territory to mitigate potential 

economic impacts in Yukon, and we continue to gather 

information as the situation develops. 

Ms. McLeod: Yesterday, during Question Period, it was 

pointed out that the hospital is often operating at or beyond 

capacity. We asked what steps are being taken to ensure that, in 

the event of a COVID-19 case appearing in the territory, our 

hospitals are not overwhelmed. We did not get an answer to this 

yesterday and are hoping that the minister has had time to 

reflect and can provide one today. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I am just going to take an opportunity 

to expand a bit on some of the federal announcements that the 

members opposite didn’t add. The member opposite did 

mention the half-billion dollars to provinces and territories for 

critical health care system needs to support mitigation efforts 

as needed. Of course, Health Canada is expected to take the 

lead there. 

It is interesting to note that this funding would also affect 

the territories and is Yukon-specific. It is interesting to see 

$100 million for ongoing support for enhancing surveillance, 

increasing testing at the national microbiology lab, and 

preparedness in First Nation and Inuit communities, on top of 

the initial $50 million that was announced for that.  

I think that one of the most important pieces too is possible 

future support for businesses that will be provided should the 

economy experience tightening credit conditions. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to quote the chief medical officer of 

health as well. The acting chief medical officer of health said: 

“Fear can be more dangerous than the virus itself.” We need to 

be mindful of that. You have a government that is working 

nationally and locally to make sure that we are as prepared as 

possible for this or for any other issues — medically or 

economically — that can happen in the Yukon. 

Ms. McLeod: As a result of COVID-19, the Public 

Health Agency of Canada has just released new guidelines for 

large gatherings of people to inform provincial and territorial 

governments on when they should be cancelled or allowed to 

go ahead. The federal minister made it clear that, despite this 

guidance, the final decision on whether or not to cancel an event 

still rests with the provinces and territories. 

With a number of major events coming up in Yukon over 

the next couple of weeks and months, can the minister tell us if 

her department is reviewing this guidance, and will the 

government be working with event organizers to determine if 

events should be allowed to proceed, and when Yukoners can 

expect to hear when decisions are made? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m happy to rise to respond to the 

question. Certainly, as elected officials, we have an obligation 

to look at this issue as it is presented and to remain as calm as 

we possibly can and look at finding solutions and working with 

our partners. 

Mr. Speaker, the chief medical officer of health has given 

some statements and we will continue to rely on her, Dr. Elliott, 

or him, Dr. Hanley, to advise us, as we are working closely with 

the Yukon Hospital Corporation. We are looking at risk 

assessments. We are looking at various events that are 

happening, and the decision and recommendations will 

certainly be considered as we work with our chief medical 

officer.  

I just want to take a moment to acknowledge both of them 

for their leadership and their guidance in providing us the good 

advice that they have so far and we will continue to lean on 

them as the days evolve. As we know, COVID-19 — although 

it’s not a huge pressure here for us, we are also certainly not 

going to say that we’re immune to it. We have to be as vigilant 

as we can to ensure that we are prepared to address the issues 

before us.  

Question re: Alaska Highway corridor upgrades  

Ms. Hanson: The Liberals initially opposed the 

previous government’s $200-million plan to twin the Alaska 

Highway, which had little consideration for active modes of 

transportation. Now it looks like they just took that plan, 

divided it into smaller projects, and are running with it. The 

problem is that Yukoners still don’t support it.  

YESAB received over 60 submissions in response to the 

government’s plan for the Alaska Highway by Hillcrest, with 

almost everyone speaking against the government’s plan. 

YESAB has now put forward questions that merit a response. 

Yukoners deserve to feel safe, they deserve to feel heard, and 

they deserve answers.  

When will the minister answer the questions put forward 

by YESAB? When will the government start considering 

opinions outside of its own?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I thank the member opposite for the 

opportunity to address this issue on the floor of the Legislature 

this afternoon. 

The government has done extensive assessment, planning, 

and consultation along the Alaska Highway through 

Whitehorse and has prioritized segments of the highway for 

improvements to safety. So far, we’ve completed projects such 

as the intersection improvements at the Carcross Cut-off and 
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improvements to the new Range Road intersection, including 

traffic lights and a paved multi-purpose trail.  

We’re focusing on intersection safety that considers all 

users, from cyclists and pedestrians to trucks and personal 

vehicles. We have heard the community safety concerns about 

pedestrians and cyclists, which is why we are installing 

pedestrian-controlled traffic signal crossings to improve 

pedestrian and cyclist safety.  

Mr. Speaker, we have gone through the YESAA process 

with the Alaska Highway improvements. We have heard the 

community on that process. That process is well-established 

and the Department of Highways and Public Works is currently 

working on answers to all the questions provided through that 

process.  

Ms. Hanson: It’s interesting. The Minister of Highways 

and Public Works has acknowledged that the stretch of Alaska 

Highway adjacent to Hillcrest is — and I quote: “… not the 

safest stretch of road.” 

Yukoners are asking for their safety to be prioritized over 

the need for speed for vehicles and large trucks through this 

residential area. The government’s own expert panel, convened 

in 2019, recommended that the highway be made safer by 

keeping lanes narrower and fewer to encourage slower driving 

speeds and that an underpass be constructed to allow cyclists 

and pedestrians of all ages and abilities to safely cross the 

highway.  

Can the minister explain why safety improvements 

requested by the community and its own panel of experts aren’t 

implemented in the highway design?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I have to disagree with the member 

opposite on this point. At the conceptual planning stage, the 

government did consider an underpass. After analysis, we 

determined there were more disadvantages to that plan than 

advantages. We have told the community this. We have gone 

through this at many stages, Mr. Speaker.  

Given the grade of the large backslope on the west side of 

the highway, a long approach ramp would be needed. That 

would require significant excavation or the construction of a 

retaining wall. Cost and mitigations to manage ground and 

surface water would be required due to the high groundwater 

levels in the area. There is also of course the issue of safety 

concerns for vulnerable users during the non-daylight hours. 

Pedestrian and cyclist data show, Mr. Speaker, that there is 

approximately one commuter every 12 minutes during peak 

commuting time, which is very low. The estimated conceptual 

cost of above $2 million cannot be justified given the current 

usage rates. So, Mr. Speaker, the Department of Highways and 

Public Works has elected to go with proven technology — it’s 

called a traffic light. Those traffic lights will stop traffic, slow 

down traffic through that region, and provide a safe way for 

pedestrians and cyclists to cross the highway. There will now 

be several traffic lights along that stretch of highway, highway 

speeds will decrease, and there will be lots of opportunity for 

pedestrians to cross safely — as they do on Hamilton Boulevard 

and as they do at the Alaska Highway. They are proven 

technology — traffic lights work.  

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the minister should talk to 

his own experts. The engineer at a meeting said, “I would not 

allow my eight-year-old to cross at that light. It would not be 

safe.”  

Mr. Speaker, time and time again, this government has 

expressed its concerns about climate change, but in this time of 

climate emergency, Yukoners expect their government to do 

more than just talk; they expect action on climate change. Yet 

the government is planning to spend millions of dollars on an 

infrastructure project that would lead to an increase in 

greenhouse emissions by enabling more vehicles to drive at 

faster speeds on the Alaska Highway and also by discouraging 

Yukoners to walk or bike, given the lack of suitable safety 

measures in the proposed design.  

Will the minister commit to redesigning the Alaska 

Highway corridor to encourage drivers to travel at slower 

speeds and in reduced numbers, as well as supporting Yukoners 

to use active transportation by building critical infrastructure 

for pedestrians and cyclists? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: In a word, Mr. Speaker: Yes. We are 

imposing traffic lights along the Alaska Highway that will slow 

traffic. We are taking measures to promote cyclists and 

pedestrians throughout the City of Whitehorse and along the 

highway corridor. 

Mr. Speaker, this government is investing hundreds 

of millions of dollars over the next four years to reduce 

greenhouse gases. We have a green plan that we have tabled 

and we have put out to public consultation that lays out this 

government’s massive effort to change and change the 

trajectory of the territory and to actually cut our greenhouse gas 

emissions by 30 percent. That is what this government is doing. 

I am very proud of the work that we are undertaking here, and 

we will continue that work on behalf of the citizens of the 

Yukon who know how important this effort is. 

Question re: Dempster Highway maintenance  

Mr. Hassard: So, the 2018-19 budget allocated 

$3.1 million in capital expenditures for the Dempster Highway. 

Last year, the Liberal government cut that amount to just 

$50,000. Then, just when we thought it couldn’t get any worse, 

in this year’s budget, the Liberals cut any line item for the 

Dempster Highway completely, so now it appears that there is 

no money for capital expenditures for the Dempster Highway 

for this season. 

Can the Minister of Highways and Public Works tell us 

exactly how much money is allocated in this budget for capital 

expenditures on that Dempster Highway? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, but I have 

to object and disagree with the member opposite’s assertions in 

the lead-up to his question. 

So, the Government of Yukon is making a number of 

investments to ensure that Canada’s first all-weather road to 

cross the Arctic Circle remains safe and open for business. The 

Dempster Highway is a 740-kilometre gravel road that connects 

the north Klondike Highway with Fort McPherson, Inuvik, and 

the Mackenzie Delta, passing through both Yukon and the 
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Northwest Territories, with 465 kilometres of that highway in 

the Yukon.  

The Yukon government maintains 5,000 kilometres of 

highway throughout the territory. In 2019-20, we allocated 

approximately $9.5 million for the Dempster Highway. We 

spent $5.4 million for operation and maintenance and 

vegetation control. Mr. Speaker, we spent $2.9 million to 

rehabilitate the Klondike River bridge.  

We did spend $50,000 for capital improvements at 

Chapman Lake. That was part of the whole thing, but only one 

small part of the work that we did on the Dempster last year. 

$1.2 million was spent on production of aggregates. We 

are focusing our investments on the southern section of the 

Dempster Highway up to the northern boundary of Tombstone 

Territorial Park. This section of highway receives moderate 

traffic volumes — about 80 vehicles a day — compared to the 

northern part of the highway, which receives very little traffic 

— about 50 vehicles a day.  

Mr. Hassard: It’s great that the minister knows where 

the Dempster is and he knows how long it is, but he doesn’t 

appear to know if there is any money in his own budget for it.  

Mr. Speaker, we heard that the Mayor of Inuvik has 

weighed in and is criticizing this government and their lack of 

action. According to one media report — and I quote: “Inuvik’s 

mayor says conditions on the Yukon side of the Dempster 

Highway are worsening and action is need to improve the 

‘lifeline’ for Beaufort Delta residents.”  

In a January 10, 2020, letter to the NWT’s infrastructure 

minister, Mayor Natasha Kulikowski said that the Yukon’s 

Dempster south of Eagle Plain, in the Rock River area, was 

‘terrible’”.  

The minister was copied on this letter, so did he respond to 

the Inuvik mayor? Will he provide the House with a copy of 

that response? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I take the issue of our roads 

throughout the territory very seriously, Mr. Speaker. Actually, 

I am familiar with the letter to which the member opposite is 

referring and the sole opinion that was backing up the letter that 

the road is bad. I have actually spoken to the NWT government. 

I have reached out to my colleague in the Northwest Territories 

— the Transportation minister — and I have spoken to the 

deputy minister of transport for the NWT at a federal-

provincial-territorial ministers’ meeting in Toronto recently. 

We had a very cordial and good conversation. They, too, are 

working with us to improve the Dempster Highway. They know 

the work that we’re doing; they know the traffic volumes. We 

are working very closely together to make sure that road 

remains a good conduit to Inuvik and the Northwest Territories 

and serves the needs of the territory as well. 

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, you know, we have heard 

from the Member for Whitehorse Centre on numerous 

occasions asking that the government put more information 

back into the budget like it used to be, so maybe the Minister 

of Highways and Public Works could ask for that to happen too. 

Then maybe he will be able to understand his own budget a 

little better. 

We know from comments in this House that the minister 

doesn’t value roads that have US-citizen traffic on them. His 

refusal to ask Canada to support spending on Shakwak — in 

fact, last year, the minister even made the bizarre claim that no 

Yukoners even use or benefit from Shakwak. Apparently, the 

minister thinks that Yukoners north of Haines Junction are 

actually American citizens. 

Is this why the Liberals are drastically cutting spending on 

the Dempster Highway? Is it because the minister thinks that 

this road only benefits people in the Northwest Territories? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Having opportunities in opposition 

and also in government, I have to say it’s pretty rich for the 

Yukon Party to talk about Shakwak funding here on the floor 

of the Legislative Assembly and to take a look at any of the 

money for that road that goes into America, which the previous 

government really didn’t do much on at all. 

At the same time, the members opposite should know that 

this current minister has added on one of the largest single 

capital projects in Yukon history in Highways and Public 

Works of $157 million extra for budgeting for roads in Yukon. 

So, as the members opposite will pick and choose between 

budget numbers here and there and statistically use numbers to 

their advantage, we will give the dollar-value numbers. The 

minister spent the first two supplementaries giving dollar-value 

numbers and talking about the budget that he knows about, and 

the members opposite refused to listen to the reality, which is 

that we’re putting more into highways than they ever have. 

Question re: Tourism projections 

Ms. Van Bibber: The Minister of Tourism and Culture 

has claimed that, despite the global economic downturn and the 

expected decline of tourism, that everything is business as usual 

in Yukon. In the fiscal and economic outlook tabled six days 

ago with the budget documents, we see annual border crossings 

near 500,000 for 2019. The minister said that it’s business as 

usual for the tourism industry in 2020, in spite of global 

economic concerns. Given that, can she tell us if there are any 

early estimates for border crossings in 2020? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Thank you for the question from the 

member opposite. We are currently dealing with a very fluid 

situation, Mr. Speaker. We have had a lot of discussion in this 

House over the last several days about the changes that are 

occurring on a moment-by-moment basis sometimes. 

We know that folks are really concerned for their loved 

ones, they are concerned for the well-being of their elderly, they 

are concerned for their businesses, and they are concerned for 

their livelihood — and we are too — we absolutely are too. We 

are working very closely with our partners. We talked this week 

about meetings that happened with our business community, 

our chambers, and our associations. We are gathering 

information as we speak. I have data in front of me that was 

provided. We are reviewing it. I have a meeting tomorrow with 

the federal minister for tourism and economic development. 

My colleagues will be sitting in with me on that meeting.  

This is an important industry to the Yukon territory — the 

second largest — and we are absolutely taking this seriously. 
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We are monitoring border crossings, and as we have more 

information, we will provide it to Yukoners. 

I just want to reassure Yukoners: We have this. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Yesterday, the minister said that our 

tourism sector shouldn’t be worried about the expected hit to 

tourism. She claimed that because we have a diverse basket 

when it comes to where our visitors originate from, we are 

protected from the expected decline in tourism. However, the 

budget documents say that 70 percent of our annual 

international visitors are from the United States. 

The document goes on to say — and I quote: “Several 

factors bode well for US visitation to Yukon going forward.” 

Clearly, this is not the case now. Does the minister agree that 

the fiscal and economic projections in this year’s budget should 

be revised, considering the state of the global economy and 

warnings about travelling on cruise ships, which would bring 

in many of those US visitors? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Again, we are monitoring the 

situation. Of course, this will have impacts on our projections 

going forward.  

I want to just remind and talk to Yukoners about the 

resiliency of our industry. The coronavirus outbreak is certainly 

of great concern to us, but governments and industry are 

coming together to respond in a coordinated way to tackle this 

issue together. It is very important to remind everyone that 

tourism is a robust industry that periodically does experience 

issues and rebounds from downturns.  

We’ve seen Yukon’s tourism industry confront events like 

9/11, the SARS outbreak, the financial crisis of 2008-09, and 

high oil prices. We have survived difficult times like this in the 

past and have grown to experience record years of growth. We 

can and will do it again.  

Yukon truly is a marvellous world-class tourism 

destination. Yes, coronavirus is a threat and we need to take it 

very seriously. Mr. Speaker, we are doing just that and we’re 

doing it together.  

Question re: French immersion enrolment 

Mr. Kent: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. French immersion 

continues to be a very popular program choice for Yukon 

families. Last year, kindergarten enrolment resulted in a lottery 

being held for 11 families and their students. We’ve heard a 

lottery was held again for families choosing French immersion 

kindergarten for the 2020-21 school year. It seems a rather 

unfortunate approach for the minister to essentially make 

families enter a raffle when trying to determine the education 

for their children.  

Can the minister confirm that a lottery was held? How 

many applicants were in the lottery and how many spaces were 

available?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I can confirm that early registration 

for kindergarten for next year in the schools here in Whitehorse 

has taken place and that, as part of that, there was a lottery held 

for French immersion spots of which there are a limited number 

at Whitehorse Elementary School as well as at Selkirk 

Elementary. I can produce the numbers for the member 

opposite in short notice and will do so pursuant to his request.  

Mr. Kent: I’ll look forward to getting those numbers 

from the minister.  

The Selkirk school council has stated on many occasions 

that they want to maintain their school as a dual track, meaning 

both French immersion and English stream students. There are 

concerns that continuing with two French immersion 

kindergarten classes each year will soon mean that they no 

longer have the space to accommodate English students at the 

school.  

According to the March 5, 2019, Selkirk school council 

minutes — a meeting that was attended by the minister — and 

I’ll quote: “The goal of the Department is to have only one 

kindergarten class in the 2020-2021 school year.” Obviously, 

that didn’t work out, as we’ve heard that there are two classes 

slated for Selkirk for this fall.  

Can the minister tell us what work was done in the last year 

to meet this goal identified for the school council and why they 

were unsuccessful in accomplishing that goal?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As luck would have it — or maybe 

not — I was at the Selkirk school council meeting two nights 

ago where we had a lengthy discussion about this particular 

issue. 

It was in fact the goal to have only one French immersion 

kindergarten at Selkirk, but the numbers that produced 

themselves this year indicated to us that there were more than 

20 siblings of already French immersion students in Selkirk, so 

that made the discussion change slightly, because priority is 

given, as the member opposite will know, to siblings of students 

already. 

We had a great conversation the other night at school 

council. We are working with school councils all over, but 

certainly with respect to the question on Selkirk, I think it was 

a productive and cordial conversation. We had the 

superintendent for that school present, and the assistant deputy 

minister, the deputy minister, and I were there, showing that not 

only are we concerned — as is the school council at Selkirk — 

with the issues that they brought forward but that we are 

responding to them immediately and are working together to 

make all schools better — but, in particular with respect to this 

question, to achieve the goals of the Selkirk school council and 

their administration. 

Mr. Kent: So, the minister has stated in this House on a 

number of occasions that there are 700 empty spaces in 

Whitehorse schools. This number will, of course, rise when the 

Whistle Bend school is completed.  

So, will the minister commit to expanding French 

immersion elementary beyond École Whitehorse Elementary 

School and Selkirk Elementary School in the coming years so 

that Selkirk no longer has to accept two French immersion 

kindergarten classes per year? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I don’t think it would be responsible 

of me to unilaterally make that decision. We have committees. 

We work with Canadian Parents for French, we work with the 

French immersion school community, and we work with all of 

our school councils and our partners in education, and certainly 

the conversations are ongoing. I won’t make the commitment 

that the member opposite has asked me to make here. That 
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wouldn’t be responsible. We will work with our partners. We 

will watch enrolments as the years come forward, and we will 

make those decisions responsibly and in conjunction with our 

partners. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

Speaker’s statement 

Speaker: Prior to proceeding with Orders of the Day, I 

would like to take time to make a brief statement. 

Yesterday, during the vote on second reading of Bill 

No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, 

the Member for Whitehorse Centre expressed her vote initially 

as “with a prejudice”, as appears in the Blues from yesterday. 

Then, when asked by the Chair to clarify, as the Chair did not 

initially hear exactly what the member had said, the Member 

for Whitehorse Centre then stated “agree”. 

The Chair has previously ruled on this matter on November 

9, 2017, and I will remind members again that the time for 

debate and comment is during debate on bills or other matters 

before the House, not during division. 

Once division is called, there is no further opportunity for 

debate and comments. Members should confine their remarks 

to whether they agree or disagree with the motion that they are 

voting on.  

The Chair thanks members for their attention to this matter. 

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS 

Motion No. 191 

Clerk: Motion No. 191, standing in the name of 

Mr. Cathers. 

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Lake Laberge: 

THAT this House urges the Minister of Finance to revise 

the fiscal and economic outlook tabled as part of the 2020-21 

main budget estimates to reflect recent world events including 

the global spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus, travel 

advisories, and stock market volatility prior to the end of the 

2020 Spring Sitting.  

 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to this motion, I would 

note, first of all, that the Premier and the Liberal government 

seem to have been caught unaware and unprepared with regard 

particularly to the potential economic fallout of the worldwide 

spread of COVID-19. It is notable that, on the first day of this 

Spring Sitting, the Premier, in his budget speech and in the 

fiscal and economic outlook tabled as part of the budget, both 

the budget speech and the fiscal and economic outlook were 

predicting strong growth for this fiscal year, with GDP growth 

projected to be 6.2 percent, according to the Premier’s numbers 

from the opening day of this Spring Sitting. 

What is concerning is the lack of recognition that those 

events were having an impact. This motion, of course, asks the 

Minister of Finance to revise the fiscal and economic outlook 

that was included in the budget to reflect what is occurring in 

the world.  

I would note, just in beginning my remarks, as well that 

you might say the theme of my remarks is emphasizing the 

importance of keeping calm, planning, preparing, 

communicating, and taking the right actions in response to the 

COVID-19 outbreak. This includes government working with 

the business community and working with other levels of 

government and within government to ensure that the right 

steps are taken to minimize both the health and economic 

consequences of the situation.  

To date, the Premier and his ministers have largely pointed 

to the chief medical officer of health or the acting chief medical 

officer of health but have been failing to recognize that the two 

key parts of an effective response to this situation are the health 

response and the economic aspect of it. It is up to government 

to show leadership on the economic aspect of the response to 

COVID-19.  

So far, we have seen a lack of leadership on the economic 

part, and that is something where government — the Premier 

and his colleagues — really does need to step up now and 

recognize that leadership on the economic response has to 

include government stepping forward and working with the 

business community to understand what impacts are likely to 

occur to determine what potential responses can be taken not 

just by government but also by the business community and by 

society as a whole. It is important to get working on that now.  

As I mentioned, we appear to see a budget speech that 

mentioned numerous times in glowing terms economic growth 

and that predicted a very sunny time this fiscal year. It is quite 

concerning that the Premier and his colleagues do not appear to 

have been paying attention to what was occurring on the world 

stage. This problem has been developing over the last number 

of months. Tabling a fiscal and economic outlook that claimed 

the territory was looking at a growing diversified economic — 

and the strength of the economy on almost every page of the 

budget speech was unrealistic in light of what was transpiring 

around the world, and it is unrealistic today.  

The lessons learned from the SARS outbreak in Ontario a 

number of years ago and through discussions by provinces, 

territories, and the federal government include the importance 

of communicating and working together in responding to an 

outbreak of a virus.  

Both overreacting or failing to act decisively enough can 

cause problems, both economic and health-related.  

Mr. Speaker, as you know, there has been a fair bit of 

attention on social media of the fact that many Whitehorse 

stores are sold out of toilet paper. I would ask the question: 

Why? I think the answer is quite simple. It’s a needless 

overreaction to the situation, but people who are doing that, in 

some cases, were genuinely thinking that it was something they 

needed to do. So, it’s important for government to remember 

that, in the absence of clear communication and a clear 

understanding of citizens, businesses, and others about what the 

risks actually are and what steps they can take to minimize them 

— in the absence of having a good understanding of what they 

are dealing with — the messages coming out over social media 
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and the rumours that spread around through the community at 

a time like this start to write their own story, and people respond 

in a way that is ultimately not in the best interest of the territory 

as a whole.  

Again, what I want to emphasize in this speech is the 

importance of government taking the right actions, doing so in 

a calm and thoughtful manner, but also recognizing that, while 

the chief medical officer of health may have the leadership role 

on the health part of the situation, the government still has 

obligations on minimizing the health impacts of this in dealing 

with responding to them appropriately. It is government that 

needs to take the leadership role on dealing with the economic 

aspect of the Yukon’s response to COVID-19.  

It’s important in this to consider such aspects as ensuring 

that there is clear communication with Yukoners about what the 

symptoms are of COVID-19, what steps should be taken by 

citizens, business owners, and others with regard to sanitation, 

including cleaning, handwashing, and so on. It’s important to 

recognize that both the health and the economic consequences 

can be mitigated, but it needs to be well-thought-out and actions 

need to be coordinated.  

It’s important to have communication with other levels of 

government, including First Nations and municipalities, with 

Yukon government unions — and by that, I mean, of course, 

the Yukon Employees’ Union as well as the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association and, as well, the Public Service Alliance of 

Canada.  

It is important to recognize as well that there needs to be 

information shared with individual staff within government 

about these matters, because I have heard concerns — and I 

believe some of my colleagues have as well — both from 

people in the private sector and people in the public sector who 

are, at this point, concerned about the health aspects of this and 

concerned about the economic impacts of this. They are finding 

that they are not getting the information that they need at this 

point in time.  

The economic impacts, of course — we heard the 

government touting the tourism sector, as I mentioned. The 

budget speech and the economic forecast make the unrealistic 

prediction that GDP growth is projected to be 6.2 percent, 

which would be the highest since 2016 — 7.2 percent. As a side 

note, I can’t resist pointing out that the Premier repeatedly 

predicted that 2016 would be a recession year. In fact, it was 

the strongest growth year in recent history. 

Back to the main thrust of this, predicting that the Yukon’s 

GDP is forecasted to perform better in 2020 than in previous 

years — as it did on page 7 of the fiscal and economic outlook 

— at a time when we were already seeing the ripple effects 

worldwide of the outbreak of the coronavirus in China — it has 

spread to other countries, such as Iran. As mentioned when we 

were debating earlier this Sitting a motion on the potential 

establishment of an all-party committee — which, of course, 

was negatived by this House due to the government not being 

willing to support it — during the speech itself, we received the 

news that Italy had put the entire country on lockdown and 

under quarantine. 

Meanwhile, at that time — when the House just recently 

resumed sitting and the budget speech was delivered just six 

days ago, Mr. Speaker — already the worldwide impacts, 

including the impact on the stock markets, were rippling across 

the world. In that context, the government strangely, in its fiscal 

and economic outlook, did not choose to revise it. They did not 

choose to make mention in the budget speech that revisions 

were needed to the fiscal and economic outlook because of 

events that had transpired.  

There is a mention of risks regarding mining projects, but 

not a single word there about coronavirus or COVID-19, and 

both the budget speech and the Fiscal and Economic Outlook 

are silent on the topic. Neither contain a single word about 

coronavirus or COVID-19. In that context, on page 14 of the 

Fiscal and Economic Outlook, the government talked about the 

growth of the tourism sector under a heading: “The tourism 

sector continues to impress”. 

Earlier today, in Question Period, in response to questions 

from my colleague, the Member for Porter Creek North, the 

minister talked about the resilience of the tourism industry and 

talked about record growth in tourism and strangely predicted 

that they can and will do it again. In this current year, predicting 

that record growth in tourism will still happen is looking at the 

world through very, very rose-coloured glasses. It is not a 

realistic or responsible prediction. 

It appears that the Premier and his Liberal Cabinet are still 

not understanding what is happening worldwide and 

understanding the likely effects on the economy, both in the 

Yukon and elsewhere. 

Again, what I want to emphasize is the importance of a 

coordinated, effective response to both the health and the 

economic impacts, because, as I noted earlier, both the health 

and the economic impacts can be mitigated, but it requires well-

thought-out, coordinated actions by all levels of government, as 

well as by citizens in society themselves. Communication is a 

very key part of that, both internal to government, with other 

governments, with unions, with individual staff, with small 

businesses, other employers, and with individual citizens. 

The impact of medical officers of health recommending 

not travelling on cruise ships is going to have a negative effect 

on the tourism sector this summer. There is no realistic scenario 

for this summer in which we don’t see a major hit to tourist 

travel in the cruise ship market, based on the current 

recommendations of several medical officers of health. 

I should also note that, when it comes to the private sector, 

it is important for government to both work with and listen to 

them and also provide leadership during this time. Political 

leadership here in the Yukon — and of course, by this I am 

referring to the Premier and his colleagues — seem to have not 

learned or forgotten the lessons that were learned by federal, 

provincial, and territorial governments in the wake of the SARS 

epidemic in Ontario, and that includes the importance of both 

political leaders and the medical officer of health 

communicating, updating the public, and doing work internally 

and with other levels of government. 

Government cannot simply sit on the sidelines and defer 

everything to the chief medical officer of health. They need to 
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recognize the important role that government has in the health 

response and need to recognize that, on the economic response 

to this situation, it is government itself that needs to take the 

leadership role. 

Mr. Speaker, among the people who have contacted me 

about this issue just within the last day is someone who called 

me and asked how we are supposed to know what the 

symptoms of COVID-19 are and hadn’t been finding 

information about that. I know that information has been put 

out through some venues, but my point with that is that the 

reliance so far on the websites, social media, et cetera has not 

resulted in the information getting in the hands of everyone who 

should have it. More needs to be done, including advertising to 

communicate to individual citizens what they should do, what 

the symptoms of COVID-19 are, what steps they should take if 

they think they may have it, and what steps they should and 

should not take generally within their lives in response to 

COVID-19 and to minimize the risk of them getting the virus 

or experiencing negative effects. 

That, again, includes the example — we have already seen 

the response of people buying up all the toilet paper at a number 

of stores. While that response so far has been relatively 

harmless, it is an example of the type of needless overreaction 

that can occur in the situation if there is not a clear, coordinated, 

and well-understood message around the outbreak of a virus 

such as COVID-19, and it leaves people, again, relying on 

rumours, speculation, and what they hear on social media or 

elsewhere instead of understanding a solid source of 

information and taking actions based upon that. 

Another question that I received — again, within the last 

24 hours — someone within the government was wondering if 

people are going to work from home and, if so, who, when 

people are required or allowed to do that — especially whether 

employees with health issues may be more at risk of picking up 

a virus if it were to become transmitted within an office. What 

steps will be taken for them?  

I realize there are many parts to it. But if employees are not 

hearing that internally from managers and senior managers or 

hearing it directly from government via a global note, they are 

left looking for answers and worrying, and that is not necessary. 

Action must be taken to ensure that the response to this is 

thoughtful, coordinated, and measured.  

Mr. Speaker, I would also note — just in talking about the 

reasons again — emphasizing the reasons for this motion 

asking the Minister of Finance to revise the fiscal and economic 

outlook tabled as part of the 2020-21 main budget estimates to 

reflect the recent world events including the global spread of 

the COVID-19 coronavirus, travel advisories, and stock market 

volatility that, as every member of this House knows, the 

Yukon has already felt the economic impact of COVID-19 and 

the response to it with the cancellation of the Arctic Winter 

Games. That has impacted athletes of course who were looking 

forward to it but it also had a significant economic impact on a 

number of local businesses.  

Predictions nationally — just citing briefly — some of the 

news stories that have been reported in recent days here in the 

Yukon and nationally include the report in The Globe and Mail 

yesterday noting that the Canadian economy braces for 

downturn. This is from the morning update from The Globe and 

Mail — “Canadian economy braces for downturn on oil crash, 

coronavirus fears”.  

It notes that, in the top stories, the “Canadian economy 

braces for downturn on plunging oil prices, coronavirus fears” 

and that “A potent mix of sharply lower oil prices and the 

coronavirus outbreak has left the Canadian economy bracing 

for a downturn. Benchmark oil prices tumbled about 25 percent 

on Monday after OPEC failed to agree on production cuts, 

leading Saudi Arabia to slash its crude prices. Markets were 

thrown into turmoil, with Canada’s benchmark stock index 

plummeting by 10 percent, its steepest one-day loss since 1987. 

Some Canadian oil producers saw their values erode by more 

than 50 percent in an instant.” 

 “Italy in lockdown 

“All of Italy was placed in lockdown after a surge in 

COVID-19 infections and fatalities eliminated any hope that 

the virus outside China was on the verge of being contained. 

The national lockdown was imposed less than two days after 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte signed a decree that sealed off 

much of wealthy northern Italy, including Milan. The lockdown 

will severely restrict the movements and office life of 

60 million Italian citizens.  

“Canadian cruise passengers 

“Hundreds of Canadians left stranded on a California 

cruise ship were set to return home as the federal Public Health 

Agency warned all Canadians to avoid cruise travel amid a 

growing global outbreak of COVID-19. Those who cleared 

medical screenings were expecting to be bused to an airport 

hangar in Oakland and then board a plane for Canadian Forces 

Base Trenton, an air base in Eastern Ontario, at 5:15 a.m. 

Tuesday to start a 14-day quarantine. Passengers who failed 

medical screenings would be treated in U.S. health-care 

facilities before they would be allowed to return home, 

Canadian officials said. The Grand Princess finally docked in 

Oakland on Monday afternoon after nearly five days spent 

sitting in the waters off the Northern California coast.”  

Again, that was from The Globe and Mail online, and it is 

just a reflection of the economic aspect of this — which does 

require an update to the fiscal and economic outlook contained 

along with this year’s budget and tabled by the Premier just last 

week.  

We do recognize, of course, that the government is not 

immediately in a position to revise those forecasts today, but 

they do need to work on it expeditiously, in our view, and take 

the steps to respond to the situation, including revising their 

predictions for the fiscal year.  

In Italy, we’ve seen one of the stronger responses — and 

more draconian, for lack of a better term — to the situation, 

also, they believed, made necessary by the serious health 

impacts that we’re seeing and the spread of the coronavirus in 

Italy.  

In reviewing a story from CNN, it talks about nation-wide 

restrictions and the fact that Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 

announced at a news conference on Monday evening that the 

red zone was expanding from northern Italy to the entire 
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country. The worst hit northern region of Lombardy was 

already struggling to function, with intensive care coordinator 

Antonio Pesenti warning that the region’s normally robust 

health care system was one step from collapse. 

What I do want to note from that, without being alarmist at 

this point, is that it is important to recognize that if we were to 

have a case or more of coronavirus occur in the territory or, 

worse, if there were to be a community-level spread of 

coronavirus here in the Yukon — our hospital and our 

community nursing stations are already running very close to 

maximum capacity, and it would not take many patients to 

strain the system to the point where it was no longer able to 

function effectively.  

That is something that is entirely within the responsibility 

of the Yukon government. It is not an area where they can defer 

to the chief medical officer of health. They need to look at those 

resources. They need to understand that they are already 

strained close to the breaking point, and government needs to 

prepare for what additional actions it can take to address that 

part of the response and prepare for the possibility that we 

could, at some point, have a problem right here on the ground 

in the Yukon. It is far better to be prepared and find out that you 

are prepared for a problem that didn’t occur than to be caught 

flat-footed if a serious problem does occur.  

Mr. Speaker, as well, we have seen that the TSX and the 

Dow Jones, according to reports this morning on CBC, are 

having another down day, with the TSX and Dow Jones down 

by 20 percent since sell-off began last week. Also, Mr. Speaker, 

one thing recorded in the story on CBC posted this morning on 

CBC News mentions the fact — quoting Invesco’s chief global 

market strategist: “‘Every day that passes makes the economic 

impact of coronavirus that much worse,’ said Kristina Hooper, 

Invesco’s chief global market strategist. ‘The government 

probably should have been thinking about stimulus last 

month.’” 

Now that, of course, was in reference to the United States 

government, but my point is that the information being shared 

with governments across the world, including the US 

government and the Yukon government — that information 

was coming out at about the same time, and as noted by the 

person quoted in that story on CBC, there was the reference to 

the fact that the US government should have responded a month 

ago, and I would suggest that the same would apply — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Quorum count 

Speaker:  Leader of the Official Opposition, on a point 

of order. 

Mr. Hassard: I don’t believe we have quorum in the 

House. 

Speaker: I’ll do a quick count for the record.  

We appear to have 10 members present. Quorum includes 

the Speaker. So, I think, just for the record, Leader of the 

Official Opposition, we have — quorum is section 3(2). 

Attention has been drawn to the Speaker that there may not be 

quorum, but for the record, there appear to be 10 members 

present. Quorum is a majority of members. 

The Member for Lake Laberge can continue. 

 

Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would also 

note, citing other reputable news publications, that Forbes is 

predicting, on March 10: “Rolling Recessions Are The Likely 

Economic Impact Of New Coronavirus And COVID-19”. In 

the article by Bill Conerly, senior contributor, he notes — and 

I quote: “The new coronavirus, which causes the new disease 

COVID-19, is the major uncertainty in the global economy, 

with the potential to trigger a worldwide recession. The path of 

the disease and its economic consequences are highly 

uncertain.” 

I will not speak for much longer on this topic, but I do want 

to emphasize the fact that it was unrealistically rosy for the 

Minister of Finance to make the predictions he did just last 

week about the economy for this fiscal year, both in his budget 

speech and in the fiscal and economic outlook. The fact that the 

budget speech extols the strength of the economy, predicts 

growth on multiple pages and further in the fiscal and economic 

outlook, and predicts almost record-high growth compared to 

recent years of 6.2 percent for the territory as a whole and talks 

about the growth of the tourism sector was unrealistic and not 

something, in my view, that the government should have done.  

I believe that they should have revised those forecasts and 

speech to acknowledge the unknown risks, and at this point in 

time — since we have seen significant world events within the 

past couple of weeks — that it is an appropriate time for 

government to recognize that the Fiscal and Economic Outlook 

that was tabled last week was out of date the day it was tabled 

and to revise that forecast prior to the end of the 2020 Spring 

Sitting — and also, as I noted, to recognize the importance of 

working with the private sector, with other levels of 

government, and with Yukon citizens to respond to both the 

health consequences of this virus and to mitigate the economic 

impacts of it occurring — because I know that there are 

retailers, tourism operators, hotel owners, and many others 

within the Yukon private sector who are worried about what 

this summer will bring, and they need to see leadership from 

government in terms of the economic response to this problem 

here in the Yukon. 

Government, again, needs to show leadership in 

developing the territory-wide response to the economic impacts 

of COVID-19 — not just to the health impacts, but government 

also needs to take a serious look at what it is doing in terms of 

issues related to business continuity. Should it face issues such 

as a case of coronavirus or suspected case either within 

government or a facility run by government, government needs 

to have the appropriate plans in place to minimize the risk, to 

respond to it appropriately, and to ensure that its staff, as well 

as all Yukon citizens and the private sector, are working 

together in a well-thought-out, coordinated, and integrated 

response to dealing with both the health and the economic 

aspects of the COVID-19 situation. 

 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I want to thank the opposition for 

bringing this motion before this House this afternoon, allowing 

us a chance to discuss this on the floor of the Legislative 
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Assembly. This motion is, at its core, a request for information. 

The opposition is asking for an in-time update to the Yukon’s 

fiscal picture to reflect the effects of a global health crisis that 

began just 71 days ago. 

The first confirmed death from this new virus happened 

just 61 days ago. Just 50 days ago, the first cases were reported 

in Japan, Thailand, and South Korea. The first case in the 

United States of America came the very next day, 49 days ago. 

The World Health Organization declared a global health 

emergency 40 days ago. The first death outside China happened 

just 37 days ago. 

In the last 48 days, Mr. Speaker, we have seen China 

quarantine entire multi-million-person cities and enforce the 

orders with drones, police, and military personnel. We have 

seen the US cancel flights to China. We have seen the 

quarantining of thousands of people on cruise ships.  

Less than one month ago, China discovered 14,000 new 

cases in Hubei province. It was just 21 days ago that Iran logged 

its very first case — three weeks. Seventeen days ago, Italy 

locked down 10 towns in the Lombardy region, and the first 

death in the US happened just 11 days ago. 

Today, the US has recorded more than 19 deaths, and there 

have been more than 4,500 deaths worldwide — that in 71 days. 

The stock market has dropped 20 percent, as the member 

opposite noted, in the last three days from record highs posted 

in February. The US State Department urged Americans to 

avoid cruise ships just three days ago.  

So, things are happening very, very quickly, Mr. Speaker. 

This is an evolving issue. Our budget was tabled just last week, 

so we are more than happy to provide the opposition and 

Yukoners with information on this emerging crisis, which is 

happening in real time.  

Mr. Speaker, the pandemic was declared just 4.5 hours 

ago, not that many of us had held out hope that we wouldn’t be 

forced into this situation. It is now clear that efforts to contain 

this virus have not been successful and it is now something that 

the world and people around the world are going to be having 

to cope with for years and possibly decades to come. There is 

no vaccine for this virus, Mr. Speaker, although we know that 

medical authorities are working very hard to try to pin 

something down.  

We have to ask ourselves — we have an economic outlook 

here that we tabled as part of our budget. The opposition is 

asking us for more information. We are doing our very best 

throughout this government to assess the situation.  

The opposition would like to know what the effects are 

going to be on shops and restaurants in Carcross, Whitehorse, 

and across the territory — and on hotels, Mr. Speaker. These 

are all very good questions. They are essential and they are 

questions being asked by the business community and people 

throughout the territory. In broad terms, I would hasten to say 

that the business people serving tourists in the hospitality 

industry might want to start planning for a leaner year this year. 

I think that would be prudent.  

Of course, as the price of oil plummets due to the price war 

between Russia and Saudi Arabia which began five days ago, 

perhaps people might be able to afford more drives, so maybe 

we will see more road traffic. We will see. Again, we don’t 

know what the effects of these ever-changing and very fast-

changing situations are in the globe right now. The pace has 

been frenetic. That contributes to media interest and public 

nervousness — in some cases, fear. Fear is the absolute worst 

instinct that we can fall prey to. The Member for Lake Laberge 

has noted that we should remain calm, and I am glad that he is 

espousing that publicly. I hope he continues — because 

remaining calm and level-headed in the midst of a crisis is 

essential for all of us to keep a presence of mind. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to look after ourselves, our families, 

and our elders, who are particularly vulnerable to this new 

virus. Caring for ourselves, our families, and our elders and 

those with conditions that make them particularly susceptible 

to this virus is absolutely essential. We — as a society and as 

individuals — have to take precautions. We have to be aware 

of the symptoms of coronavirus. They are: fever, cough, and 

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing. 

I think it is important to ask ourselves: What do we know 

about this virus? Around the world, we have seen both mild and 

severe illness reported. Many of the virus characteristics are 

still unknown and health agencies are working around the clock 

to get a handle on what we are facing here. There are many 

questions and not many answers yet, although the data is being 

amassed in real time, as we speak, around the globe. China and 

the international community are at the forefront of those 

investigations to better understand the coronavirus, to 

understand where it came from initially, how it’s transmitted, 

and the severity of the illness. 

Canada and its partners are closely watching and quickly 

responding to this outbreak. The work is being done by public 

health agencies at all levels — in Canada and around the world 

— and by the Public Health Agency of Canada. 

Both Yukon’s acting chief medical officer and the chief 

medical officer himself have been at the forefront of our efforts 

to deal with this pandemic and they too are working with the 

Public Health Agency of Canada. We will continue to make 

sure that we work very closely with both our medical health 

officers, our federal counterparts, and our provincial 

counterparts to take effective measures to protect all Yukoners. 

It is important to discuss what Yukon is doing. Yukon 

health care providers are keeping up to date with coronavirus. 

They are updating themselves on a daily basis, sometimes 

hourly, about what they are facing. They know how to 

recognize the virus in a person who may be infected and how 

best to care for them. 

The Yukon medical officer of health and Yukon 

communicable disease control units are closely following this 

outbreak. They’re working with our counterparts across the 

country and leading all preparations to protect Yukoners 

against this outbreak. 

I have mentioned individuals who have a huge role to play 

in curbing the spread of this outbreak. There are many things 

we can do every day to curb the spread of respiratory viruses, 

including coronavirus, COVID-19. We’ve been talking about 

it. It bears repeating that we have to wash our hands with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds, frequently. We should use 



March 11, 2020 HANSARD 1013 

 

alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent 

alcohol if we don’t have access to soap and water. We should 

avoid touching our eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 

and avoid close contact with people who are sick. We can clean 

and disinfect objects and surfaces that are touched a lot, cover 

our mouths and nose with tissue when we cough or sneeze, and 

use your elbow if you have no access to a tissue.  

Stay home when you’re sick, Mr. Speaker. If you have any 

symptoms, make sure that you go home and then phone the 

appropriate number — 811 — and I believe that online we have 

a new number that we can now access. 

It is also important to note that Canada is still at fairly low 

risk in this pandemic. We are working very hard nationally to 

slow the spread and curb the growth of this illness throughout 

the country, and Yukon, because of our location, is at very low 

risk of this virus at the moment, but we are in a world that has 

transportation and airports, and we are going to face this illness 

sooner probably, rather than later. 

At the airport, we are taking advice from the federal 

government and from our provincial counterparts. They are the 

gates of entry. We have no international flights coming into 

Whitehorse at the moment — other provinces do have this — 

so we are not at high risk of international incidents here, but we 

are taking precautions. We are sterilizing surfaces throughout 

the airport with renewed vigor to make sure that users of the 

airport are somewhat protected from exposure within the 

airport, and we are working to take all measures necessary to 

make sure that users of that one port of entry are kept safe.  

So, again, the economic outlook is really the point of this 

whole motion this afternoon. I have gone into some of the 

health matters, and I think they work hand in glove with this 

pandemic. We really do have to get a handle on our own 

personal protections to curb this outbreak and that will have an 

impact on the economic side.  

The economic outlook itself that we tabled — and which 

we will have every intention of updating within the next six 

months — goes into the Yukon finances using the best 

information that we had at the time the budget was prepared 

just three months ago. It lays out that our expenditures and 

revenues are rising.  

Our revenue for this year is going to be $1.3 billion. We’re 

going to post a $4-million surplus. This is important to note, 

because it suggests that we are in good shape after several years 

of deficit spending, as we found from our Financial Advisory 

Panel report — that the Government of Yukon was spending 

$1.50 for every dollar we collected. It was unsustainable, and 

we had to take measures to change that trajectory. We have 

worked very hard to balance our spending priorities and deal 

with some of the expenses that we faced when we took office.  

Now, after three years, we have managed to curb that 

growth in spending to the point where we now have a surplus 

of $4 million. We are in better shape. We managed to deliver 

that surplus alongside one of the largest capital budgets in the 

territory’s history. That, too, is good news for the territory, 

because it means that we have a stimulus budget at a time when 

the global economy is starting to falter. It is a time when the 

Yukon Territory needs some strong economic growth. The 

territory is, right now — because of the work of the government 

and the citizens of the territory — in a unique position to 

weather this fast-evolving and very turbulent time, both in 

terms of health and the economy.  

We have also implemented new tax measures. The 

2020-21 budget contains several new tax measures to ensure 

that Yukon has a competitive business environment, fostering 

entrepreneurship and innovation. It builds on efforts made over 

the last few years to reduce the burden on Yukon businesses 

and improve the competitiveness of Yukon’s corporate tax 

regime.  

Small businesses in the Yukon will benefit from the lowest 

taxes in Canada. Effective January 1, 2021, the Yukon small 

business tax rate will be lowered from two percent to zero, 

Mr. Speaker. This is estimated to save Yukon businesses more 

than $2 million a year that can be put toward growing their 

business. So, at a time when the economy nationally and 

internationally is starting to falter and the stock market is 

falling, Yukon small businesses will be exempt from taxes. 

This is a good thing.  

To offset the revenue shortfall, the insurance premium tax 

will increase to four percent, bringing it in line with tax rates in 

other jurisdictions. This is estimated to raise an additional 

$3 million by 2021-22. This is something that has been long-

standing.  

We are happy to have found this source of revenue for the 

territory and we have managed to implement it in a way that 

protects the Yukon Territory’s finances, brings in more revenue 

at a time when we are offering local businesses a bit of relief 

— relief that came not a moment too soon, right on the cusp of 

an international crisis. 

The small business investment tax credit is something else 

that we are working with, Mr. Speaker. That program has been 

in place since 1999, and it has helped Yukon’s small businesses 

raise almost $10 million by giving investors an income tax 

credit on their investments. Starting in 2020, the program will 

be expanded to allow not just small but also medium-sized 

businesses to apply. The re-named business investment tax 

credit will also increase the amount of money a business can 

raise in a particular year. 

It is not just about business, though. Individuals will also 

face a lighter tax regime in the Yukon, as we are increasing the 

basic personal amount to mirror changes at the federal level. 

The basic personal amount is the amount of income a person 

may earn tax free. The increase will be phased in over four 

years, and when fully phased in, individual tax filers will save 

about $125 per year on their Yukon income taxes, and couples 

will save $250. 

This comes alongside the carbon tax rebate, which is also 

providing money to Yukon families and individuals, and my 

colleague, the Minister of Community Services, just announced 

that the minimum wage is also going up in the Yukon — again, 

helping those at the lowest income scale earn an extra dollar an 

hour on the cusp of this health and economic crisis. 

The 2020-21 budget will also take advantage of federal 

funding to invest more than $2 billion over the coming years to 

improve public infrastructure. Roughly one-third of these 
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investments are recoverable from the federal government and 

the capital plan leverages $655 million in federal funding and 

will see Yukon partner with multiple levels of government to 

actually expand and improve our infrastructure throughout the 

territory.  

This investment on behalf of the federal government, on 

behalf of the Yukon government, municipalities, and First 

Nations is absolutely essential to improving sewer and water 

and also roads, airports, and bridges throughout the territory. 

This investment is going to improve transportation and the lives 

of people throughout the Yukon. It is also going to reduce the 

cost of running the Yukon government and managing the 

Yukon government infrastructure. 

These investments will meet the challenges of a growing 

economy and an aging population. Investments in 

transportation infrastructure and health facilities are going to go 

a long way toward improving the lives of Yukon citizens.  

We are also taking action on climate change by 

implementing Our Clean Future, our strategy that is currently 

in draft form to address climate change, and it is expected to be 

finalized in the coming months. This year’s budget focuses on 

six categories to better illustrate how government investments 

are impacting Yukoners. 

I was talking about climate change and the green economy. 

$134 million will be spent over the coming five years to help 

the Government of Yukon meet its target of a 30-percent 

reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. This money 

will help improve the energy efficiency of government 

buildings and help First Nation communities develop 

renewable energy. 

The Yukon has a long history of turning to and tackling the 

grave problems the world faces. During the First World War, 

the Yukon contributed more than any other jurisdiction in the 

country toward that effort per capita. It could be argued, 

Mr. Acting Speaker, that the Yukon had no significant role to 

play in a global conflict, but that didn’t stop our forbears from 

actually moving forward and embracing the challenge they 

faced, giving their lives and their money to a cause that they 

believed in. 

There are some in the territory who would say climate 

change — we have nothing to play. We have hardly contributed 

anything to this, so we shouldn’t do anything. That’s the wrong 

approach. Yukoners don’t sit on their hands when faced with a 

challenge. Yukoners have distinguished themselves by actually 

stepping up and doing their very best beyond their small size 

— their diminutive size — to actually tackle the problems that 

afflict the globe. This is an important thing to remember as we 

face climate change, global economic downturn, and a global 

health crisis.  

So, this government, reflecting the wishes of the people of 

the territory, is investing in measures to change the direction 

and actually curb our greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent. 

That’s something the people of the territory expect us to do, and 

it’s something that we take very seriously on this side of the 

House and that we are going to make happen.  

We have $397 million allocated over the next five years 

for land development, social development, education, and 

health. This includes continued expansion of the Whistle Bend 

subdivision new health facilities and new schools.  

We’ve been talking about the schools on the floor of the 

Legislature today and over the last couple of days. The new 

school in Whistle Bend will be the first elementary school the 

territory has built in more than 20 years. It’s something that has 

been put on the backburner. We are bringing it to a boil.  

Mr. Acting Speaker, $523 million — these are big 

numbers — will be spent over five years for community and 

First Nation infrastructure. This includes clean water 

infrastructure, it includes new RCMP detachments, a new arena 

for Carmacks, and the Whitehorse air tanker base that my 

colleague the Minister of Community Services has been 

advocating for. It is an important piece of infrastructure for the 

territory, especially in the face of the climate crisis we face.  

We’re seeing forests up and down the western seaboard 

and around the world and in Australia burning — sometimes 

uncontrollably — and having new facilities and the proper 

equipment — a tanker base — to actually help with our efforts 

to fight fires in our boreal forest is essential. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, we will spend $246 million over the 

next five years for real property and asset management, 

including upgrades to government buildings and maintenance 

for campgrounds and historic sites. We will be spending 

$558 million over the next five years for transportation 

infrastructure, road maintenance, and bridge replacement and 

refurbishment. Extensive federal funding has been leveraged to 

further develop the Yukon Resource Gateway program and the 

north Klondike Highway reconstruction. The Yukon Resource 

Gateway program — we have been working with our federal 

counterparts, and we have now managed to strike some really 

progressive deals with the Ross River Dena Council, the Liard 

First Nation, and the Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation. We 

will be — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Quorum count 

Acting Speaker (Mr. Adel): Order. Member for 

Kluane.  

Mr. Istchenko: I would like to call quorum.  

Acting Speaker: According to Standing Order 3(2), “If, 

at any time during a sitting of the Assembly, the Speaker’s 

attention is drawn to the fact that there does not appear to be a 

quorum, the Speaker shall cause the bells to ring for four 

minutes and then do a count.”  

 

Bells 

 

Acting Speaker: Mr. Clerk, will you please count the 

House. 

Clerk: There are 14 members present. 

Acting Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.  

We appear to have quorum.  

 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I believe, just moments ago, I was 

talking about the Yukon Resource Gateway program and the 

north Klondike Highway. Again, we worked very hard to 
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improve our transportation infrastructure and to work with our 

federal partners to improve our territory’s transportation 

infrastructure. One of the benefits of the work that we have 

been doing as a government — with my colleague, the Minister 

of Economic Development, and my colleague from 

Community Services and indeed the Premier and others — is 

to land one of the largest, single capital projects in Yukon 

history, the reconstruction of the north Klondike Highway. 

When I was up in Dawson City in 2017 and meeting with 

residents up there, some of the businesses and miners there 

mentioned the weight restrictions on the north Klondike 

Highway and how frustrating it was for them to cope with the 

soft roadbeds in the spring when the snow had melted, and they 

had to bring less freight north at a time when they really did 

need to supply their town. 

We worked very hard with our federal counterparts to 

come up with a solution for this and, through the northern 

transportation fund, managed to secure $130-odd million from 

the federal government, which we are matching with some 

money of our own, to rebuild that highway. For anybody who 

has driven it at any time over the last 20 years, it has been, I 

would say, woefully neglected. We recognized that lack of 

funding on that fairly busy road. 

So, working with Ottawa, we managed to secure some 

money that, over the next eight years, will rebuild the roadbed, 

widen the road, and reduce — it won’t eliminate, unfortunately, 

but it will reduce and change the weight restrictions on that road 

to allow heavier loads to make it to the Klondike when they are 

needed in the spring. 

We are also spending $157 million over five years for 

information technology, including the Dempster fibre line and 

IT upgrades in Yukon schools. Again, another area of woeful 

neglect. When we came into office, we inherited a government 

living and working in the 21st century and operating with tools 

that were last used in the 19th century. We’re talking about 

filing cabinets and paper — which is great, Mr. Acting Speaker 

— I have nothing against paper. I have a long history with it, 

but really today, if you’re going to be making evidence-based 

decisions with data, you need a modern government that can 

actually get at the data that it has. We didn’t have that capability 

and it has been a long process in changing the way that we 

obtain and disseminate information within the government. 

We’re not 100-percent there yet, but we’re on the road and 

we’re making those investments, and the $157 million that is 

indicated in our five-year capital plan for information and 

technology will go some way toward improving the 

information that Yukoners have at their fingertips. We’re 

talking about YuDriv — being able to register your vehicles 

online. We’re talking about having a Yukon ID so that you 

don’t have to walk around to 14 different locations around town 

to change your address when you move. You will be able to do 

it online. You will be able to get camping permits and other 

things through an online presence and be able to manage your 

personal data in a way that matters to Yukoners — very, very 

important. Part of this whole Fiscal and Economic Outlook that 

we’re talking about this afternoon — because this information 

is contained in this document, and it is very important for 

Yukoners. 

We are uniquely positioned and well-positioned to weather 

this global economic downturn that we seem to be on the cusp 

of — although, as I’ve noted earlier, this is very new 

information. We are seeing the signs, but really, the price war 

between Russia and the Saudi government has just been — it’s 

literally less than a week old.  

We’re seeing trends in the stock market that are days old 

and they come after record times in the stock market. We don’t 

know where this is going to land, but we know that, with the 

global health crisis — the pandemic which is now five hours 

old — that we are going to be facing some challenges.  

As a territory, I think it is incumbent on us to remain calm 

and to do our utmost to safeguard our fellow citizens, our 

families, and the elders in our communities. That’s a personal 

responsibility we must do. We must keep our heads about us 

and not let fear guide our actions but reason, common sense, 

and calm. Safeguard ourselves; safeguard our families; 

safeguard our elders. Use the evidence we have around us and 

the measures we have: handwashing, keeping personal space, 

being considerate of others and actually staying home from 

work when we exhibit signs of the flu, and getting tested.  

The Yukon government has enough testing equipment to 

actually test the citizens of the territory. We’re confident we 

can do that. The Health minister has her team — the medical 

officer of health — working with the Hospital Corporation so 

that we have good measures in place to deal with the crisis that 

is on our doorstep. We will, as Yukoners, handle this with guts, 

courage, and aplomb.  

With that, I’m going to wrap up my remarks this afternoon. 

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to address 

the issue on the floor of the Legislature.  

 

Mr. Istchenko: I’m pleased to rise to speak to this 

motion that was brought forward by my colleague, the Member 

for Lake Laberge. I’m going to read the motion in full and then 

I’m going to read it at the end for the benefit of the Minister of 

Highways and Public Works. I don’t think he read it. 

It says: “THAT this House urges the Minister of Finance 

to revise the fiscal and economic outlook tabled as part of the 

2020-21 main budget estimates to reflect recent world events 

including the global spread of COVID-19 coronavirus, travel 

advisories, and stock market volatility prior to the end of the 

2020 Spring Sitting.” 

What I would like to talk about a little bit here is — we 

have asked a number of questions related to the global spread 

of COVID-19 to this government. We have spoken about how 

this global spread has affected us here in the Yukon to date and 

asked questions about how this government is prepared to 

handle efforts when it comes to tourism, when it comes to the 

economy, and when it comes to personal finances for all 

Yukoners. We just have to look worldwide to see what other 

jurisdictions are doing to help. 

I want to specifically focus on the tourism aspect in my 

riding. I am actively working right now on the health-related 

portion of this in my riding with the local First Nations and 
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municipalities, but I want to focus on the tourism aspect. I have 

been contacted by many businesses throughout my riding. As 

soon as the Italian government quarantined everyone there, 

there was a local business owner that had multiple bookings 

cancelled. As soon as that happened, other bookings cancelled. 

The real concerns were travel and numbers in the community 

— whether hotels or tour bookings. For some of our major 

events, a lot of members on both sides of the House travel back 

and forth to Haines, Alaska. They go to Beer Fest and they 

come over for the bluegrass festival. If that stuff isn’t 

happening, there is going to be a huge hit to the economy. It is 

funny across the way; on this side, it’s serious.  

We heard in QP today that US visitors make up 70 percent 

of total visitor traffic to the Yukon. Of course, the majority of 

these visitors flow through the territory on our highway system. 

My riding and other ridings exist along the portion of two of 

these major highways. Tourists heading west to Alaska travel 

through each of the communities in my riding, providing a 

majority of the revenue to business. It is that local traffic — the 

traffic that we spoke about earlier today. 

The Alaska marine ferry system is also a pivotal port of 

entry to the Yukon. We have yet to hear what might transpire 

in terms of border control should the effects of this global 

spread worsen. This is a global issue. We have to be prepared. 

We need to revise the fiscal and economic outlook to better 

portray the current prospective economic situation.  

I am going to read the motion again for the Minister of 

Highways and Public Works. It is: 

“THAT this House urges the Minister of Finance to revise 

the fiscal and economic outlook tabled as part of the 2020-21 

main budget estimates to reflect recent world events including 

the global spread of coronavirus COVID-19 coronavirus, travel 

advisories, and stock market volatility prior to the end of the 

2020 Spring Sitting.”  

I’ll highlight this portion here that says, “… revise the 

fiscal and economic outlook…”  

The Minister of Highways and Public Works just gave us, 

I guess, another version of his Speech from the Throne on how 

great this budget is. That’s great — you have to budget. They 

budgeted, but where in the budget does it talk about a world 

issue? Nowhere.  

In talking about some of your budget items like large 

projects, highway projects or schools or upgrades to things in 

schools — we need that. Absolutely we do, but we also need to 

take this event seriously, and we might have to tweak some of 

those budgets to help Yukoners — help those Yukon businesses 

that are worried. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m very happy to rise today to speak 

to Motion No. 191, and I appreciate the motion here on private 

members’ day for the opposition. I’m very proud of this 

government’s work in tabling a balanced budget, and I am 

always grateful for an opportunity to discuss the fiscal and 

economic outlook. 

The 2020-21 fiscal and economic outlook explores 

expectations for Yukon’s finances and the economy. The 

Yukon finances remain on track to return to a surplus position 

in this year of 2020-21, which, again, is a year ahead of 

schedule, followed by further surpluses in the following years. 

Our Liberal government must ensure long-term financial 

responsibility and sustainability to keep paying for the services 

and programs that Yukoners depend on. It is absolutely 

essential to maximize every tax dollar from every source and to 

work with other governments and the private sector to keep 

building a stronger future for all Yukoners. 

This careful consideration and responsible approach is 

very crucial to Yukon’s success. I do have some questions for 

the member opposite, and I’m sure he’ll be able to respond to 

them in his final summation, but I do want to reflect on 

economic preparedness when it comes to other diseases and 

other situations that we have seen historically. While there may 

be an impact of the coronavirus on Yukon, however, it is very 

much too early to determine the nature, the magnitude, and the 

duration of this impact. Past experiences from previous 

epidemics, such as SARS or H1N1, indicate that much of the 

economic activity impacted by these epidemics, such as 

consumer prices, is deferred and not cancelled. 

Consequently, in response to these epidemics, most 

economists revise their forecasts to a short-term reduction of 

GDP growth rates, followed by higher GDP growth rates when 

epidemics are contained. It is extremely important to make that 

prevalent, Mr. Acting Speaker. Some of the comments from the 

opposition, talking about not being prepared — completely not 

true. This government is prepared for the current situation, and 

we are planning for the future conditions as well. 

“Keep calm” is what I heard from the members opposite. 

That is great to hear, because that is exactly what we are doing. 

We are showing leadership by working nationally, working 

with other governments here in Yukon, and working with the 

medical office. It makes it seem as if the opposition thinks we 

are somehow using the chief medical officer of health in a poor 

way or in an inappropriate way. Again, as the chief medical 

officer of health — I would assume that we would probably 

want to use that advice to guide our decisions when it comes to 

things like coronavirus, and that is exactly what we are doing. 

We are taking leadership for our decisions that we make based 

upon the best medical advice that anybody can get right across 

this country — dare I say internationally — with either our 

acting chief medical officer or our resident chief medical 

officer. I want to thank both of them for their time over the last 

— my goodness — few weeks for their time in their positions 

as well. 

Again, the health and safety of Yukoners is absolutely a 

priority. 

The Member for Lake Laberge has asked that we quickly 

revise the fiscal and economic outlook to reflect the effects of 

COVID-19. As I mentioned, the effects of this virus are 

unfolding daily. I want to assure Yukoners that our government 

is monitoring this situation extremely closely, working very 

hard, whole-of-government, taking the necessary precautions 

and working with our partners to respond, as required.  

I want to be very clear: Yukon’s medical system has been 

and remains well prepared to manage suspected cases of 

COVID-19 that may arise in the Yukon. The risk of COVID-19 
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remains low in Yukon, and there are currently no cases of 

COVID-19 in the territory. The health and safety of Yukoners 

is absolutely our top priority, and we are approaching the 

situation with an abundance of caution. 

Our government is working closely with our partners 

inside and outside of the territory to ensure that we are prepared 

to deal with any suspected cases of the coronavirus in Yukon. 

The federal government just announced several measures and 

financial commitments this morning. Members opposite are not 

mentioning that — as if it didn’t happen and as if it doesn’t 

affect the overall economy and health of our communities.  

So, we want to make sure that Yukoners hear the results of 

the announcement today from the federal government, 

including the $500 million to provinces and territories for 

critical health care system needs to support mitigation as 

needed — I think that’s extremely important — and doubling 

the length of time that employers and workers are eligible to 

use work-sharing programs and streamlining processes so that 

they can be accessed as soon as possible to help support 

employers and their workers experiencing a downturn in 

business due to COVID-19, and work-sharing programs 

helping to keep workers employed and able to receive income 

supports when their hours of work may be reduced. 

As I mentioned earlier today as well, possible future 

support for businesses will be provided should the economy 

experience tightening credit conditions. The government will 

strengthen investment in Canada in the federal lending 

agencies, such as the Business Development Bank of Canada 

and Export Development Canada.  

In addition, flexible agreement arrangements could be 

made for businesses trying to meet payment obligations to the 

Canada Revenue Agency — all extremely important as we look 

toward supporting the private sector here in Yukon.  

Also, there is the amount of money — I think $100 million 

— for ongoing support for enhancing surveillance, increased 

testing at the national microbiology lab, and preparedness in 

First Nation and Inuit communities, on top of: an additional 

$50 million that was provided to support the immediate public 

health response; $275 million in additional funding for research 

and development, on top of $27 million that was previously 

announced; $50 million to the Public Health Agency of Canada 

to ensure adequate supplies of personal protective equipment 

for provinces and territories to address federal needs; and 

$50 million to support the efforts of the World Health 

Organization and other partners.  

Those are among some of the announcements that were 

made today by the federal government in light of this situation.  

Again, I do want to thank the office of the chief medical 

officer of health and their teams for all of their work. They 

continue to ensure that Yukon is well prepared to manage this 

situation as it develops.  

Again — getting back to the fiscal and economic outlook 

— it is developed by analyzing information that we have and 

making careful predictions. We recognize that this is work that 

is always ongoing. The next outlook will be released this fall, 

at which time even more detailed information about the impacts 

of COVID-19 will be available as well.  

Outlooks are a snapshot in time as an assessment of current 

and anticipated circumstances. We could release one every 

week, but we are not going to do that. It is interesting that the 

members opposite are suggesting that our government quickly 

update the outlook and release a new one in short order given 

that, with the Yukon Party, when they were in government, 

such documents were very few and very far between. 

Sometimes, the Yukon Party government would release an 

outlook — often not — and Yukoners could not rely on the 

Yukon Party for regular, reliable information. Interestingly, in 

that context, during that time in the last five years when I was 

in opposition, we saw Wolverine leaving the Yukon, which had 

a massive effect on the GDP, but we didn’t see an outlook come 

out of that. I do remember travelling up to the Yukon and floods 

happened. Major highways were cut off because of flooding 

down in southern provinces. I don’t remember a quick fiscal 

and economic outlook update due to those types of situations in 

the past. It’s interesting now as we speculate on maybe some 

more work happening in future — we don’t know how big this 

is going to get or if it will get any bigger, yet we want to see 

this as a new outlook today. 

The Official Opposition recently criticized our budget for 

being too large. Now they are arguing that we should find 

additional funds to combat a situation that has not been fully 

understood.  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I am hearing from the opposition that 

they didn’t say that, but they should really listen to their 

members on the floor of the Legislative Assembly.  

We have heard no specifics whatsoever from the Yukon 

Party other than some hand-wringing on this particular 

situation. I will give the Third Party some credit. They have 

provided concrete examples of what they would like to see in 

response to the COVID-19 situation. We have also received 

criticism from the Official Opposition regarding the number of 

our FTEs in government. Is the member opposite proposing that 

we grow government to accommodate regular updates to our 

fiscal and economic outlook document or spend unnecessary 

time and taxpayers’ dollars on updating this substantial 

document more often than necessary? 

In uncertain times, it is always good to put money back in 

people’s pockets. That is exactly what we are doing with the 

cut to the small business tax. I just tabled that bill today. That 

will help stimulate Yukon’s economy by reducing taxes in the 

Yukon by $2 million a year to small businesses. 

Following estimated growth of one percent in 2019, real 

GDP is expected to grow by 6.2 percent in 2020, with a 

substantial increase in mineral production and a higher level of 

public sector capital spending supporting much of the growth. 

Further growth is expected beyond 2020 with annual growth 

forecasts to average 3.3 percent out to 2024.  

This is the opposite of what we did see under the Yukon 

Party government, when Yukon’s GDP dropped significantly. 

Surely, the members opposite will remember this, because it 

wasn’t that long ago. Again, we on this side of the Legislature 

believe that tabling our budget with a surplus a year in advance 

definitely helps to stimulate the economy. Getting out the door 
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a record number of capital projects this year is also working to 

stimulate the economy, reducing income tax to Yukoners by 

$3 million a year, adding on to that the already $7 million of 

income tax savings from the federal government’s mirrored 

reductions — that’s $10 million less in taxes that, as of now, 

Yukoners will not be burdened with — so again, balancing 

budgets, reducing the number of FTEs, increasing incentives 

through the business investment tax credit to help businesses, 

like Air North — we believe this budget and the fiscal outlook 

that came with it shows that the Yukon, other than certain 

provinces, has a strong economy, which is one of the things that 

is the envy of other jurisdictions when it comes to how we deal 

with emerging issues, such as COVID-19. 

With that being said, we appreciate the opportunity today 

to talk about our fiscal and economic outlook, and I look 

forward to more debate on this motion on the floor of the 

Legislative Assembly. 

 

Ms. Van Bibber: As I mentioned yesterday, we are in 

interesting times. As opposition MLAs — as mentioned by my 

colleague from Whitehorse Centre — it is our job to hold the 

government to account and question their budget statements 

and dollar allocations. 

It has been difficult to get answers to simple questions, and 

I believe, in the last few days, along with colleagues on this 

side, that I have made the point that it is very difficult to find 

how dollars are spent and exactly where those dollars are being 

spent. 

The line items specifying exactly how a block of dollars is 

broken down is impossible to access, and we are basically being 

told not to worry, that every minister is on top of their 

departments, and the Liberals are open and transparent. For us, 

it is difficult to see if we are in better shape, because we can’t 

follow the money. 

As daily concerns of normal issues continue in various 

communities, the new global pandemic that has been claiming 

lives causes much angst. For many, it is not the health issue that 

is concerning — and we definitely are not in panic mode on this 

side — but it is the financial and economic impact on 

businesses and Yukoners’ livelihoods. This is not bizarre at all. 

We understand that it is a fluid situation, and we 

understand things are changing daily. We also understand that 

the travel advisories and tourism issues will affect our territory, 

and some of the issues might be totally out of our hands, but 

our summer tourism industry is vibrant, and we have a growing 

winter tourism industry as well. Our territory should be 

preparing for the possibility of a major hit to the industry due 

to the global spread of COVID-19. 

We have less than a few months to consider the impacts 

that our economy will suffer. Today, I understand the Premier 

is heading to the First Ministers’ meeting — 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Ms. Van Bibber: Oh, he’s not? I was just updated. 

Apparently, he is not — but the premiers who will be there will 

discuss next steps and each of their respective plans for the 

regions of Canada. We see a billion dollars of financial aid 

package announced by the Prime Minister and the federal 

Finance minister this morning, but we are unsure how many 

dollars are slotted for Yukon. 

Their budget is to be given by month’s end so they can 

react quickly. This motion asks for change prior to the end of 

the 2020 Spring Sitting. The stock market fears, the travel 

advisories, and the COVID-19 uncertainty — we are not 

immune, and it is anything but what the minister referred to as 

“business as usual”.  

The idea that we buy local, eat out more, and participate in 

local events are all good ideas, and we are all for this. But, in 

the short term, it will not replace the influx of visitors, along 

with employment, purchasing, and sales that we usually expect. 

We have heard of many cancellations already, and I am 

sure that there will be more coming as we get closer to travel 

dates. Once a risk assessment is done on large gatherings, we 

will see the impact of that as well. 

When the chief medical officer of Canada recommends 

that Canadians avoid cruise ship travel, that says it all. I have 

heard that the Americans — who are our largest percentage of 

cruise travellers — will also be having second and third 

thoughts of getting on large crowded ships. 

Yes, capital projects are also good for the economy, but 

that doesn’t assist those in the hospitality and tourism industry 

with the immediate fallout of all travel warnings. 

I would also like to thank the acting chief medical officer 

for her briefing this morning and her assurances, but I hope that 

you can support this motion brought forward by the Member 

for Lake Laberge and ensure that a valid plan is done and 

readjust the budget estimates to help our economy when it will 

be hit hardest this summer. 

 

Mr. Kent: Initially, I wasn’t going to speak today to this 

motion, but I just wanted to add a few brief comments. 

Hopefully, it is taken in the spirit of collaboration and 

cooperation, which, I believe, is why we put this motion 

forward.  

Of course, members will remember a couple of days ago 

when we put forward a motion for urgent debate. I thank 

members again for allowing us to have that debate. We made 

an offer of an all-party committee to study some of the 

economic impacts, and as is their right, the government used 

their majority and voted against that motion to set that up.  

The Premier assured everyone that everything was under 

control, but when you look at what is happening in the world 

today, I would suggest that, from an economic standpoint, 

everything is anything but under control. 

We certainly agree with members opposite and we are 

pleased that Yukon is a jurisdiction that doesn’t have any 

current cases of COVID-19. That is a good thing. We want to 

make sure that the questions that we ask in Question Period and 

questions that we ask of the chief medical officer of health are 

designed to ensure that we are prepared and that plans are in 

place on the medical side to deal with what is happening. But 

when it comes to the economic side, those impacts are being 

felt here in the Yukon.  

Obviously, as we mentioned yesterday — when we 

rescinded our motion to adjourn for next week, that was done 



March 11, 2020 HANSARD 1019 

 

because the Arctic Winter Games were cancelled. At the time, 

we recognized that this was done for the health and safety of 

those involved with the games. It was done based on medical 

advice. We can appreciate that, but of course there are some 

economic pieces to pick up from that. That work has started. 

What I think we would like to see is some work done to the 

fiscal and economic outlook to take into account what is going 

to be happening here over the summer — over the next number 

of months. The Premier and his colleagues have said that there 

will be another fiscal and economic update in the fall. For some 

businesses, that is going to be too late. They are not going to be 

able to adjust their marketing; they are not going to be able to 

adjust their client bases; they are not going to be able to look at 

things in a six-month cycle. For some of the businesses that 

operate here, those summer months are when they make their 

money. That is the time when they are able to make money. 

They rely on not just the government, but they rely on a number 

of agencies for information with respect to what the economy 

is going to look like — if it’s a tourism business, what the 

visitor numbers are going to look like and where those visitors 

are coming from.  

I would be interested in the work of the Minister of 

Economic Development and the Minister of Tourism — 

whether they have reached out to the motorhome rental 

companies to see what their summer bookings are looking like. 

Have they been cancelled? Are they seeing a downturn? What 

about the rental car companies? Are they seeing similar? What 

about hotels for bookings going on into the summer? Are they 

seeing cancellations with respect to their summer travel? That 

would give them a better understanding — perhaps adjusting 

some of their marketing to our gateway cities like Calgary, 

Edmonton, and Vancouver, as well as Kelowna and Victoria 

and some of the other places that Air North, Yukon’s airline, is 

bringing in tourists from on a daily basis.  

I think having the economists in the Department of Finance 

revise this document would give us a better understanding. As 

I’ve mentioned, when you look at the tourism aspects, it 

mentions that border crossings were approximately 500,000 in 

2019 and US visitation historically accounts for 70 percent of 

Yukon’s annual international border crossings. Several factors 

boded well for US visitation to Yukon going forward. 

Obviously, we know that’s no longer the case. There are factors 

that are working against US visitation, especially as my 

colleague, the Member for Porter Creek North, mentioned with 

respect to the cruise industry and what the impacts of that 

would be. 

So, having an updated tourism sector piece for this 

economic outlook would be helpful to all those who work in 

that industry and depend on significant summer tourism. 

Maybe this gives us a chance, as well, to redirect some of our 

winter tourism marketing ideas and opportunities to different 

markets as well if this were updated and we as members were 

provided with different updated information and updated 

outlooks when it comes to this.  

When it comes to effects on the mining industry — and the 

motion I think was structured so that it just didn’t talk about the 

effects of COVID-19. Obviously, we’ve seen some changes in 

the stock markets. For many of the companies active up here, 

they rely on those markets to get funding to either advance their 

projects through exploration or into permitting and into 

development.  

About 20 minutes ago or so, I just pulled up some of the 

stock market numbers for today alone. So, the Dow Jones is 

down 1,465 points for the day. The Toronto Stock Exchange is 

off 688 points. The Canadian dollar is now at around 72.60 

cents US.  

So, the price of gold and precious metals — obviously, 

those sometimes go the other way when there is a global 

economic crisis, and we have gold sitting at $1,640 US — 

$1,637.52 US — and that’s down on the day. Silver is sitting at 

$16.79. So, those are two precious metals. We have a number 

of companies that are involved in the precious metals side of 

things. Perhaps, with an economic update, we would see some 

additional opportunities for projects that are either primarily 

gold or primarily silver, given what’s happening in the markets. 

Again, they have to raise money from those markets. 

When you look at 60-day charts on kitco.com for copper, 

for instance — these are the base metals. These are the ones 

that some of the bigger economies, like China, are using. Over 

the last 60 days, copper has dropped from $2.82 to $2.50; zinc 

had dropped from about $1.10 to $0.90; and lead has dropped 

from $0.90 to $0.85. Again, those are the base metals that we 

have an endowment of here in the Yukon Territory. Some of 

these projects would be suffering, so it would be nice to get a 

sense of what these revised prices — of what we’re seeing here 

as a result of some of the more recent economic challenges and 

what it might mean for the mining sector. 

When you look at Appendix A of this report — the key 

economic indicators — it talks about copper at — this is the 

forecast for 2020 — at $2.76 — but as I mentioned, it’s trading 

today at $2.50; zinc at $1.09; it’s trading down from that at 

$0.90. It talks about oil — US per barrel at $58.39. We all know 

what has happened as a result of COVID-19 and the production 

war — I guess, for lack of a better term — between Russia and 

Saudi Arabia and the OPEC countries with respect to oil, so it’s 

way off that $58.39 number.  

Again, I recognize that this document would have been 

prepared prior to the tabling last Thursday, but our first look at 

it was last Thursday, so obviously things are changing rapidly, 

and it would be good to get an update within what we think is 

a reasonable amount of time — two months. It would be into 

April, but it would allow for businesses in the mining and 

tourism sector to adjust what they’re doing, if they need to 

adjust, based on some of these challenges. We would perhaps 

get a better sense from the economists of where the tourism 

industry was heading this summer — because as we’ve talked 

about, that’s going to see significant impacts. 

Retail sales, as forecasted for 2020 in this document, are 

looking to be $910 million, up from $870 million in 2019. Does 

that number still hold? That would be interesting for us to know 

— but not just us — it would be interesting for those who are 

involved in the retail business to know so that they can get a 

sense of what this season and what this year will bear out for 

them. 
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I know that the Premier talked about the federal 

announcements this morning and he reiterated what those 

announcements are. Obviously, we are appreciative — I 

understand that there will not be a territorial ask on the 

$500 million. The MLA for Takhini-Kopper King and I found 

that out during the media scrum after Question Period today. 

There is not an ask from the Yukon. Apparently, we have 

enough supplies, according to the Minister of Health and Social 

Services — so that part is good, but what are the effects going 

to be of the other announcements that the Prime Minister made 

today? So, if that billion-dollar package could somehow be 

reflected here — because we talk about the labour market; we 

talk about a number of things in this economic and fiscal update 

that are important. 

Wholesale sales — again, another indicator — we would 

like to get a sense from the government economists on what we 

can expect with respect to wholesale sales this summer. There 

are so many aspects in this document that would be helpful for 

Yukoners and Yukon businesses before the summer tourism 

season, before the substantive exploration season starts in the 

mining industry, and before what we hope to have of a cruise 

industry season, with many visitors coming up to Alaska and 

then inland tours to the Yukon from those cruise ships. 

It doesn’t sound to me like the government is going to task 

officials with providing an update on these numbers. It is not a 

total revision that is needed; it is targeted updates that are 

needed with respect to what is happening on the economic and 

fiscal side. Again, it is disappointing, but not surprising — I 

guess that was the word I used the other day — when the 

government voted against allowing all members of the 

Legislature to participate in a review of the economic situation 

in the Yukon, because all of us bring different backgrounds and 

different perspectives. 

Feeding those in through a caucus representative would, I 

think, have been a good way to supplement the work that the 

private sector is doing and the work that the government 

officials are doing to cushion the blow from what is going to 

happen. Again, it sounds like another proposal in which we 

have to exhibit some non-partisanship here in the House and 

work together will be defeated here today. Again, as I said, I 

am disappointed but not surprised by the government response 

to this.  

Like all Yukoners, I hope that we will weather this storm. 

Well, I don’t hope; I know that we will be able to weather this 

storm and come out of it on the other side. It’s just that it would 

have been nice to update what is in front of us and get a better 

sense for what the economy is going to look like here in the 

short term so that Yukon businesses can be informed in the 

decisions that they make. Again, it doesn’t look like this will 

pass today either, so, with that, I will take my seat and thank 

members of the House for listening to me this afternoon. 

  

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close 

debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard on Motion 

No. 191? 

 

Mr. Cathers: While we are not overly surprised by the 

dismissive attitude of the Premier on this issue, it is 

disappointing.  

For the Premier to state, as I believe he did during his 

remarks, that it is too early to see the impact or to take action, 

he is failing to understand the lessons that have been learned 

from other situations involving a virus, including the SARS 

outbreak in Ontario. There was excellent work done across the 

country by the federal government, provinces, and territories 

working together in the wake of SARS and when the H1N1 flu 

was thought to become a pandemic. The work that was done 

and the work that was refreshed had some excellent lessons in 

it that the government is failing to recognize and failing to act 

on. That includes the importance of communicating with all 

levels of government, communicating internally, and working 

together with not only government partners but the private 

sector and providing information as well to citizens so that there 

is a coordinated, integrated response to mitigate both the health 

and economic impacts of the potential outbreak of a virus. 

So, since we are now at the stage that COVID-19 has been 

declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization — and 

we’ve seen the advisories from medical officers of health 

recommending against travelling on cruise ships, and the chief 

medical officer of health in Alberta just advised everyone in the 

province over 65 to not travel outside of Canada — these are 

very unusual times, and they require a response.  

The Premier flippantly dismissed the idea of revising the 

economic outlook, stating that they could release a new outlook 

every week. Then he made reference to times during the 

previous government and to his views on when fiscal and 

economic outlooks were issued and when they weren’t, but 

doing that was really comparing apples to grapes. The situation 

that we’re dealing with now is much larger than past economic 

disruptions.  

We do not know the worldwide impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic, but we know that it has already had a serious health 

effect and that the economic effects are already serious across 

the globe. The Yukon has already seen the economic impact, 

but our economic impact due to the cancellation of the Arctic 

Winter Games, while serious, in comparison to the effects 

being seen in some economies and in global markets is small, 

but we have not yet fully seen the economic impacts of 

COVID-19.  

To be clear, as my colleagues and I have stated this 

afternoon — I would like to thank them for speaking as well on 

this — this is a situation that requires calm, thoughtful, and 

coordinated actions, but it is not the time for the government to 

sit on their hands and to fail to act on the economic issues and 

the health issues associated with this pandemic.  

As I mentioned in my introductory speech, there are two 

major parts to the response to a pandemic of this type. One is 

the health response, and the second is the economic response. 

Recognizing that medical health officers lead the public 

health response as I do, the government is failing to recognize 

in their comments that, while the chief medical officer of health 

may be the lead spokesperson, government is a very key and 

critical part of ensuring that the health system is able to respond 
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to a potential increase in known or suspected cases of a virus of 

this type being contracted. 

The second part is the economic part, and government 

needs to take the lead on the economic aspects of the response 

to a pandemic. We are seeing a lack of leadership by the 

government and a very dismissive attitude by the Premier, 

suggesting that it’s far too early to take action. This is after last 

week, with the Premier seeming to be blissfully unaware of the 

worldwide effects already being seen from what is now 

declared as a pandemic. 

The Premier’s budget speech and the fiscal and economic 

outlook suggested that times were good, growth in domestic 

product was going to be 6.2 percent, according to page 7 of the 

fiscal and economic outlook — the highest since 2016 — but 

by the time the Premier tabled that here in this Assembly, there 

was already substantial information available in the public 

domain that worldwide markets were seeing a very serious 

effect and downturn, that the stock market had already taken a 

hit, and, as you’re aware, Mr. Speaker, quarantines had begun. 

Now, this week, we see that they’ve been expanded, in the case 

of Italy, to put an entire country effectively under quarantine 

and lockdown. 

For the Minister of Tourism and Culture to suggest that it’s 

business as usual and for the Premier to flippantly dismiss the 

idea of an economic outlook and try to suggest that this is just 

another minor bump in the road is failing to recognize the 

simple fact that this is now a pandemic, and there will be 

economic and health effects as a result. Early action and 

coordination in planning to mitigate those effects is an 

important part of government ensuring that they strike the right 

balance — that society strikes the right balance — because, as 

I noted in my introductory remarks, it’s important to recognize, 

as we have seen from past outbreaks such as SARS, that there 

are consequences to overreacting, and there are consequences 

to failing to act decisively enough. 

The best recipe for avoiding overreacting when a problem 

occurs is to be ready, to be prepared, and to be talking to all of 

the key partners, which include the business community and 

other levels of government. It includes, as well, ensuring that 

government employees are fully informed of what is going on 

as well as what steps may occur in their workplace regarding 

whether, at some point, there will be steps taken to have some 

work from home — especially those with weakened immune 

systems.  

Government is really dismissing the need to do anything. 

We heard the Minister of Highways and Public Works — 

worse, the Minister responsible for the Public Service 

Commission — suggest that this is really nothing to be 

concerned about — don’t worry; they will update the fiscal and 

economic outlook in six months. Well, half a year from now 

will be after the tourism season. Based on what is occurring 

right now in the world, it looks like the downturn in the tourism 

market as a result of the decline in cruise ship travel and the 

decline in other people travelling may be the biggest or one of 

the biggest hits to the tourism sector in decades. Government 

needs to recognize that this is serious and that they need to work 

thoughtfully with the business community to come up with 

solutions to that. 

The Premier was tritely dismissing it and suggesting that 

this came down to a question of whether to spend more money 

or hire more employees, but other suggestions that I have heard 

from people in the tourism sector include suggestions such as 

potentially refocusing marketing funding for this year to be 

more focused on encouraging the Canadian and perhaps 

American market more than the overseas market. That may not 

be a view shared by everyone, but that is just one example of 

the kinds of ideas that may come from the tourism sector and 

from the business community. There are potential actions that 

government can do to lead the economic response of the 

territory to this pandemic. What we are seeing to date is a lack 

of leadership, a refusal to work with the Official Opposition and 

the Third Party in a collaborative manner as we proposed, and 

the government not doing its job in terms of the economic 

response to this.  

We see a lack of leadership by the Premier and a lack of 

leadership by this government on the economic response to this 

pandemic and a dismissive attitude toward the very serious fact 

that the fiscal and economic outlook and the budget were 

completely out of step with what is going on in the world 

economy. The Premier’s rosy predictions, made last Thursday, 

of a growing economy do not reflect what is occurring either in 

the Yukon or around the globe and are simply demonstrating a 

government that is badly out of touch with Yukoners and badly 

out of touch with reality. 

 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called. 

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Disagree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Disagree. 

Mr. Gallina: Disagree. 

Mr. Adel: Disagree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Disagree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Disagree. 

Mr. Hassard: Agree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree. 

Mr. Cathers: Agree. 

Ms. McLeod: Agree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Agree. 

Ms. Hanson: Agree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are six yea, eight nay. 

Speaker: The nays have it. I declare the motion 

defeated. 

Motion No. 191 negatived 
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Speaker: Further motions other than government 

motions. 

Motion No. 123 

Clerk: Motion No. 123, standing in the name of 

Ms. White. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Third 

Party: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

provide the Legislative Assembly details on when the following 

legislation will be enacted and accompanying regulations 

completed:  

(1) Condominium Act, 2015;  

(2) Pharmacy and Drug Act;  

(3) Societies Act;  

(4) Lobbyists Registration Act;  

(5) Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act; 

and  

(6) Coroners Act. 

 

Ms. White: It’s important to note that we tabled this 

motion in the last sitting and that the reason why it was tabled 

was that we are concerned about some critical pieces of 

legislation that were passed in this Assembly but remain idle 

and not enacted. 

I am pleased to say that since this was tabled and since last 

fall, the Pharmacy and Drug Act can be taken off this list, so 

let’s view that as a success. In the meantime, more needs to be 

done with the remaining legislation.  

One of the reasons why this is such a big deal is that, when 

we talk about priorities and we talk about transparency, no one 

— well, that’s not true. Most people in this Assembly would 

agree that when we passed the Residential Landlord and Tenant 

Act in 2012, it should have been enacted before January 1, 

2016. Four years is a very long time to develop regulations. It 

was four years that people lived with uncertainty; it was four 

years that tenants had very few rights. I think that most of us in 

this House can agree that four years is too long for regulations 

to be enacted. This means that legislation that was much 

stronger than the previous legislation was not the law. Although 

that act was passed here in 2012, when people came to me, to 

my colleague, and to others, they couldn’t look to the new 

legislation for help because that legislation was not yet in 

effect. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that there are priorities within 

departments and we know that the creation of regulations, if 

needed, can happen in a timely manner. One only has to look at 

legislation that we have passed that has been enacted.  

The example I will use is — I will look to the Minister of 

Community Services — even a piece as large as the Cannabis 

Control and Regulation Act. It was brought forward, debated 

and passed this House, and then it was fully enacted in a 

relatively short period of time. This is a shining light; it is a 

good example. I am not suggesting that the public servants 

hadn’t been working hard on that legislation and the 

accompanying regulations long before we saw it in this 

Chamber. I imagine that they had been; it was huge. Maybe one 

of the reasons why it was ready to go was that it had to meet 

the federal requirement.  

I just want to point out that regulations can be developed 

in a timely manner when given the resources and maybe when 

given that priority. The acts that are included in this motion are 

all important. They are important to the citizens of Yukon, they 

are important to the public service in performing their jobs, and 

they are important to organizations often providing important 

services and supports for Yukoners that aren’t provided by 

government.  

Mr. Speaker, the Condominium Act, 2015 was assented to 

in this Chamber in 2015. That was a separate government. Here 

we are in 2020. There have been many consultations. As a 

matter of fact, the Clerk, at one point in time, was at one of 

those consultations in a previous life.  

So, reports have been produced, but as of yet, no 

regulations have been put in place so that this piece of 

legislation can do the work that it was designed to do to protect 

both condominium owners and the boards that operate them. 

So, this is from the government’s own website. This is 

touting the success of what the Condominium Act, 2015 would 

do. It says that the new act would ensure the efficient 

development of land and housing in Yukon, introduce modern 

consumer protection provisions, and provide modern 

governance provisions for condominium corporations. That all 

sounds great — this new act that we passed in this House in 

2015. To be fair, some of us passed it in 2015. I was part of 

passing it in 2015, because a lot of the issues that were being 

addressed were things that I had brought forward as concerns 

with condominium owners. 

So, since this legislation was passed, we have seen an 

explosion in the numbers of condominiums, not just the multi-

storey buildings going up but row houses, duplexes — 

duplexes, under the old law, can still be considered 

condominiums whereas duplexes in the new law would not be 

considered condominiums, so that is an important point to point 

out — and the conversion of apartments to condominiums. I 

can tell you that, in my neighbourhood in Takhini north, some 

of the newer duplexes that were built are indeed condominiums. 

I can tell you how challenging that is for one side of that duplex 

when they are looking for house insurance, because they can’t 

get house insurance unless their neighbour also pays at the same 

time, and that would be addressed under the new condominium 

act that was passed in this House in 2015. 

Here we are in 2020 — different government, no 

regulations. Across the country, we are seeing impacts of huge 

increases in the condo strata insurance and home insurance for 

condo owners. It is interesting, because I think that 

unfortunately the Yukon is going to get wrapped up in what we 

see in other jurisdictions. In Vancouver, there are buildings that 

are 50 storeys tall with hundreds, if not thousands, of units 

within them that are condominiums. So, if there is a water issue 

at the top of that building that then goes down floors and floors 

and floors, of course it is going to be expensive. Unfortunately, 

the condominium owners here and the condo boards here are 

being wrapped up in that same basket. We are seeing insurance 

rates here skyrocket.  
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So, condo strata boards have been waiting because they 

were consulted. We even saw a “what we heard” document, but 

we are still now waiting on the regulations. So, from that 

document, Yukoners want to see legislation that provides clear 

guidance and accountability to developers and unit owners — 

it is true; it walks through it all — and legislation that provides 

clear guidance to condominium corporations on how 

condominiums should be created and managed. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is important legislation and the 

regulations that should be developed will both support and 

protect Yukoners’ largest investment, and that would be that of 

their home. 

So, I ask: When will this be enacted? When will the 

Condominium Act, 2015 that was passed in this Assembly in 

2015 become law? Because there are really good questions, and 

there are really good things in the one that was put forward in 

2015 — for example, being able to build with certainty, because 

money was put down and it had timelines for when that money 

could be retracted. 

What about the Societies Act amendments that were passed 

in 2018? This is this Assembly. This is within the 34th 

Legislative Assembly. So, the Societies Act is an important 

piece of legislation and the amendments were there to make it 

clearer to the over 800 individual societies from across the 

Yukon. They are big; they are small; they are all sorts.  

In October 2018, the minister introduced the bill by saying 

— and I’m quoting here: “This bill will provide major 

improvements in governance and operational framework, 

making it clearer for societies. It supports this government’s 

priorities to reduce red tape and to enhance the availability of 

online services.” 

Agreed — I agree. It sounds great, and we saw what 

happens when legislation or regulations are not clear, when 

they are outdated and, frankly, not easy for societies to 

understand or for volunteers of those societies to understand. 

We saw the back and forth when Many Rivers was in the 

headlines and the confusion over who was responsible or what 

needed to happen according to the Societies Act.  

So, with over 800 individual societies in this territory, from 

the very small organizations that involve less than a dozen 

individuals to very large ones, this legislation and these 

changes, and the accompanying regulations, are critical, but 

they are not done yet.  

So, then, this one is a pet favourite of ours here in the 

Yukon NDP, and that would be the Lobbyists Registration Act. 

This act passed this House in 2018. We, the Yukon NDP, were 

pleased to see the passage of this piece of legislation. This is 

near and dear to our hearts. 

A previous Premier in this Assembly told us that, you 

know, we couldn’t pass lobbying legislation because how could 

you have a conversation with the cashier at Superstore, because 

would you be lobbying, and how would you go about that? So, 

we were so pleased when this came forward.  

So, I would remind those here — and especially those who 

weren’t here — that the Yukon NDP introduced a lobbyist bill 

in the 33rd Legislative Assembly because we believed it was so 

important. We’ve also tabled motions, and we debated the need 

for a lobbyist legislation more than once. As you can imagine, 

during the 33rd, we were not successful. We were told: How 

would you register the cashier at Superstore if we had a lobbyist 

registry? 

Lobbyist legislation pertains to all here, and it’s how we 

work to achieve open and accountable government. When we 

had this debate, we had good points on all sides, so we were 

pleased to see this pass. We were the first territory in Canada to 

pass lobbying legislation. Canada has had lobbying legislation 

for over 30 years, and at least five provinces have put lobbying 

legislation in place. 

During the second reading of this bill on 

November 1, 2018, the Premier is on record as saying — and I 

quote: “We committed to creating a public disclosure lobbyist 

registry over the course of the last election…” — and he goes 

on to say — “… we are aiming to improve transparency 

regarding who has access to decision-makers by requiring 

lobbyists to identify themselves. It is every Yukoner’s right to 

know who is lobbying public officials in an attempt to influence 

the decisions that are made by government.” 

I agree — absolutely. Lobbyist registration is critical. I 

believe it was last fall when we were debating the tobacco and 

vaping legislation that I pointed out in this Assembly that I had 

been lobbied by a vaping company, and I imagine others here 

were as well. I’m not sure how they targeted certain e-mails, 

but I can tell you that I got e-mails from a lobbyist saying that 

we shouldn’t be talking about flavoured tobacco products, 

because that wasn’t the problem — that it was a cessation tool. 

I mentioned here that I wished the lobbyist registry was 

open, because I could ask them to register, and then I could say 

that I had been emailed, and instead, I just said it here. 

This is important. Since 2018, we have asked about it, but 

we haven’t heard about when those regulations will come in 

place and when this act will become reality. It’s one thing to 

talk, but we want to know when we don’t have to talk about it 

anymore, because this government has done the walk of getting 

these regulations in place. 

That brings me to the Coroners Act from 2018, passed here 

in this House. The Coroners Act — and this is also a pet project 

of the NDP, because we brought it forward in the 33rd 

Legislative Assembly. Again, it didn’t go far, but here we are 

— it was a new government, and that’s fantastic. There was a 

willingness. We thanked the Minister of Justice for that. So, the 

Coroners Act that is currently still in place, despite the one that 

we passed here in 2018, is old, it’s dated, and it’s very narrow 

in what directions and permissions it gives.  

On October 16, 2018, the Minister of Justice spoke to the 

bill in second reading by saying — and I quote: “We have 

looked for the best possible result for Yukoners to make what 

is such an important service for all of us respectful of 

Yukoners’ wishes, and developed the legislation to protect 

them and serve Yukon citizens and Yukoners across the 

territory.” 

Mr. Speaker, I agree. I agree that the Coroners Act is vital 

to families and to communities. It is through the Coroners Act 

that the chief coroner is able to make recommendations in 

coroner reports or recommendations made from an inquest. 
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These are important to the safety and protection of Yukoners. 

The chief coroner and all the coroners throughout the Yukon 

will have this document as a guiding document for doing their 

work; but instead, currently, they are following a piece of 

legislation from the 1950s. Where are the regulations? When 

are we going to make this law? I can’t wait until the Coroners 

Act is law — 2018.  

Then we have the Access to Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act. Mr. Speaker, here is a piece of legislation that 

impacts every person in the Yukon. It’s about protecting our 

personal information and about us having the ability to access 

the information about ourselves that exists within Yukon 

government. This act has been amended more than once, and 

yet the regulations have not kept up. The Information and 

Privacy Commissioner has appeared as a witness in this 

Assembly. That same Information and Privacy Commissioner 

has made recommendations to the government of the day on 

changes, improvements, and ways to make this legislation work 

better. If a person was to go look at what has yet to be enacted, 

the list continues to be long. 

Mr. Speaker, this motion speaks to six pieces of legislation 

that were passed in this Assembly during our time here — this 

current Assembly. Well, that’s not true — I read the notes — 

but it doesn’t matter, because Yukon government is Yukon 

government and here we are, the Yukon government. So, it has 

passed in this Assembly. I have been involved and my 

colleagues have been involved, some more willingly than 

others. The point is that the Yukon government has passed 

these laws, but until we have the regulations, they are not law.  

To be clear, this is not a criticism of the public servants. 

This is not a criticism of public servants, as they work very, 

very hard. They work incredibly hard. But this is about 

ministerial accountability. Ministers are responsible for these 

acts and this legislation. It’s about setting the priorities.  

This is just information. We talk about transparency and 

we talk about sharing information, and this is what it is. We’re 

looking for information. When will these pieces of legislation 

be enacted? When will the regulations be created so that these 

laws, which are really important to Yukoners, become law? 

It’s really important to note that none of these acts are 

trivial housekeeping. These pieces of legislation are all 

important. They are here to protect the privacy of Yukoners; 

they are here to provide guidance to the over 800 societies 

across Yukon — again, many which play critical roles in 

providing services to Yukoners that are not provided by 

government. These pieces of legislation are here to ensure that 

government and all members of this Legislative Assembly are 

open and accountable in their dealings with lobbyists. They are 

here to ensure that families have answers on the death of a 

family member or friend, and they are here to ensure that 

Yukoners’ largest investment — their home — is protected and 

that the strata or board that represents them is able to operate 

and protect those homes. 

We on this side of the House have a job to do on behalf of 

Yukoners. We have said it before: We are here to hold this 

government to account in all they do. This government — as I 

said, I’m an expert in the opposition — and the previous 

government — who knows what will happen after the next 

election — but our job as opposition members is to hold the 

government to account. 

When we see legislation sitting on the books that has not 

become law because the regulations are not done or they 

haven’t been amended, it is our job to ask why. It is our job to 

ask when Yukoners will see important legislation that affects 

them come into force.  

We look forward to the updates from the ministers who are 

responsible for those pieces of legislation because, really, all 

we want to know is when. When will we see these regulations, 

and when will these pieces of legislation that have passed this 

House become enacted? 

With that, I look forward to the information that I hope will 

be shared from the ministers across the way. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Speaker: Introduction of visitors outside of the time 

usually provided for introduction. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I’m wondering if we could please 

welcome to the Legislature today Mr. Ken de la Barre, who is 

a lovely fellow. He has many claims to fame, but one I’ll just 

acknowledge here today is as past author in the Encyclopedia 

Britannica. If we could just welcome him, please. 

Applause 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: There are many things noted by the 

mover of this motion today that I agree with. That won’t 

surprise anybody. We’ve talked about this before.  

I am really pleased to rise today to speak to the motion. It 

will be a bit unusual because most of my remarks will in fact 

be the information that’s requested in the body of the motion, 

and I will provide as much information as I possibly can. My 

colleagues may join in because regulations are decisions of 

Cabinet, of course, so I won’t be breaching any confidences in 

my submission today or my comments today to the Members 

of the Legislative Assembly, but I’m really pleased to be able 

to support this motion and, through that, provide as many 

details as I can with respect to certain pieces of legislation that 

are noted within it. It’s important to do that for a number of 

reasons, not the least of which is that I don’t disagree at all.  

I think our entire government has the political will and the 

interest in not only enacting pieces of legislation that mean 

something to Yukoners and that affect their lives in a positive 

way — and we’ve done so. We’ve done so some 49 times. 

Twelve of those might have been budget bills, but other than 

that, some 37 times we’ve brought substantive pieces of 

legislation before this Legislature. As I’ve said here before, 

they are not finished until the regulations are finished.  

I’m just going to speak for a second about the importance 

of regulations. As I’ve said before in this House — and I’ve 

used the same analogy — in my view, strong, comprehensive, 

solid laws or pieces of legislation are in fact the foundation or 

a framework of a building — in my analogy — but the walls 

and the finishing and the furnishings of a building are in fact 

the regulations — the policies, the procedures that give life and, 

in the end, are the key to a complete legislative regime. They 
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don’t work one without the other, and there’s no rational 

argument that it is the case or that delaying that for any reason 

is valid. It’s not the case.  

Regulations come in several forms. As you know, some are 

required to bring a piece of legislation into force and effect to 

give an act or law its life. Some are required to be done or 

amended by some outside force. There may be a court case, a 

court decision, or perhaps changes in federal legislation or other 

entities’ or organizations’ decisions, such as a building code or 

something like that. Those are critical opportunities. Maybe 

there are situations in which some priorities get changed in 

relation to what work is being done.  

I am going to take just a second to say that we really have 

a small, dedicated, extremely talented group of legislative 

drafters in the Yukon government, but they are just that — 

small. They are responsible for every piece of legislation, 

including regulations, that come either before this Legislative 

Assembly or to Cabinet for the purposes of giving life to these 

laws for Yukoners. These documents are extremely complex. 

Sometimes they are quite simple, but more often they are 

extremely complex. Every piece of work that is done by the 

Government of Yukon is funneled through this small, 

dedicated, talented group of people. That is an important piece 

of information for everyone to understand — Yukoners, 

members of this House, and others. It is not about a lack of 

resource for that to happen; it is about all of the work that the 

government does being funneled to one small place where the 

drafting is actually done.  

Yes, there are opportunities for us, on occasion, to have 

contractors work on that work, but really, the core group of 

individuals responsible for this enormous amount of work — I 

don’t hesitate to say that it is an enormous amount of work, 

which may not always have been the case in the past. I know, 

just looking at numbers — and the complexity of legislation is 

a piece of the puzzle, of course, but I really want to emphasize 

how important that team of people is and how hard they work. 

While I hear the member opposite saying that this isn’t a 

criticism of the public service, it could be construed as a 

criticism by them. I don’t want that to be the case. I am sure 

that the member opposite doesn’t want that to be the case, but 

unless I take the opportunity to really point out how small — 

and the herculean task that we require of them on a daily basis, 

and it doesn’t all stop when the House sits and, all of a sudden, 

the bills are introduced. That work just continues on and on. It 

is important to do that and you may hear me say it again or 

many, many times because I want their work to be recognized. 

It is critical. 

No matter the form of the regulations that are required by 

any particular task, they are necessary to give life to laws that 

we make for and on behalf of Yukoners. If that work is not done 

— we have heard some of the comments in the opening part of 

this debate — it is an enormous problem. If the work is not 

done, those laws don’t have meaning. They don’t protect the 

rights of Yukoners, by one example. They don’t encourage 

business or they truly just don’t achieve whatever purpose they 

were designed to address, and that is just not acceptable. 

The motion asked about six particular pieces — or maybe 

five now — particular pieces of legislation. Two of those acts, 

as was noted, were passed by the previous government back in 

2015. As I understand it, no work was done or prioritized at that 

time on the development of regulations for the Condominium 

Act, 2015, or the Pharmacy and Drug Act. None of that work 

was done prior to the election that was called prior to the fall 

2016. One of the problems with not completing regulations in 

a timely manner, aside from the few that have been noted 

already, is that momentum or corporate knowledge or subject 

matter expertise sometimes is lost. 

We, of course, are living in a period of time when many 

people — perhaps older than some of us in this Legislative 

Assembly, perhaps younger than some — are moving on, 

changing careers, or retiring. That is simply the demographic 

that we have. We have lost some actual individuals who were 

attached to some of these projects, which, of course, isn’t the 

only deciding factor in prioritizing work or in a possible delay 

but it is important to note that those are incredibly important — 

corporate knowledge and subject matter expertise — when 

individuals are attached to projects. Again, not an excuse, 

simply a point of fact. 

Our government has worked extremely hard to set 

legislative agendas over the past three and a half years that have 

been what I would describe as ambitious. We have passed, as 

I’ve noted, some 49 pieces of legislation, some 37 substantive 

pieces of legislation, 12 being budget bills. Some of those are 

of course in force and effect already. I note that the motion here 

looks at five individual ones and I’m happy to address those in 

a moment.  

The pieces that have already come into force and effect are 

having their desired effect of a positive effect on the lives of 

Yukoners. As the member opposite has mentioned, they 

provide certainty, which is a primary goal of a good piece of 

legislation. We come here — a huge part of our work is to 

develop laws to introduce legislation that will in fact have a 

positive impact on the lives of Yukoners — to make things 

better, to do better when we know how to do better. But that is 

not good enough, Mr. Speaker. Our government is dedicated to 

bringing all of the legislation that we passed in this House to 

completion for the benefit of Yukoners.  

The individuals whom I work with — my colleagues here 

in the Legislative Assembly, my colleagues at the Department 

of Justice — might be sick of hearing this from me, but I feel 

that passing the legislation is only one part of what occurs in 

this kind of work and that the additional piece, of course, is 

regulation.  

Our government is also dedicated to listening to Yukoners. 

One of the ways in which we work on the development of 

regulation, which is what we’re talking about here today, is to 

engage with Yukoners. Engage Yukon — the actual website 

and the promotion of engagement — and reaching out to 

Yukoners for their opinions on many, many topics was recently 

described — the Engage Yukon process was recently described 

by Greg Oates, who is a world leader in tourism. When he was 

speaking recently at the tourism sustainability conference in 

Victoria, he described Engage Yukon as best practice for how 
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government can and should engage with citizens. It’s an 

important piece of information in our discussion here today 

because it is an important piece of the puzzle which ultimately 

results in regulations. I point this out because it is just one of 

the ways in which regulations come to life.  

I can turn now to the acts, Mr. Speaker, note some of the 

details that have been sought in this motion, and proceed in that 

way with some of the detailed information that I can share.  

I will start with the Condominium Act, 2015 and 

regulations. This is one that has confounded me to a certain 

extent for all the reasons that have been set out in this motion, 

but I think it’s incredibly important to know that some of the 

delays with respect to the adoption of the regulations for the 

Condominium Act, 2015, which was passed back in 2015, have 

been led by industry.  

I was smiling to myself when the member opposite was 

noting a 50-storey condo building and all the impacts that the 

act would have on all those individual owners, as well as how 

enormous that thought is — a 50-storey building — and the 

reason I was smiling to myself about it was because I thought 

that all of those folks and all of those owners haven’t been 

involved in the contemplation of condo act regulations. In the 

Yukon, individuals have the luxury of being involved in those 

conversations — rightly so, that is the way we do business here 

— but in larger governments, they may not have that 

opportunity. That’s not always a good thing, but that does slow 

a process when everyone has an opinion about how, ultimately, 

regulations and the law will affect them.  

We have engaged with industry. As has been noted, we 

have engaged with owners, residents, potential owners of 

condominiums, organizers of condominium corporations, and 

others through this process. One of the messages we have heard 

emphatically from those individuals and from industry in 

particular was to make sure that the coming into force of these 

regulations does not adversely affect building, potential 

building, development, or owner’s rights — all of the things 

that are importantly involved in this piece of legislation.  

So, some of the delay has been as a result of making sure 

that the engagement and the guidance that has been coming 

from citizens, no matter their role in the condominium world, 

have been taken into account.  

As noted, in 2015, the Condominium Act, 2015 received 

assent. At that time, it was the result of years of consultation, 

so anybody who has been watching a condominium act and the 

regulations to come has been very patient. 

The regulations were required to bring the act into force 

and effect. Efforts in the area of stakeholder and public 

engagement on draft regulations — which is also a bit of an 

unusual situation, but draft regulations have been circulated so 

that we could get input. They have made it clear in that public 

engagement that operationalizing the regulations will result in 

some amendments to the act from 2015, and they will be 

necessary. 

That was disappointing news, but we’re determined to 

ensure that the proposed amendments to the condominium act 

will enable and continue development and growth of the 

condominium market here in the territory, while also providing 

appropriate consumer protection — so, there is a balance to be 

struck there, and that is what we are achieving or trying to 

achieve. 

Based on the research and analysis of the engagement 

feedback, the following areas are identified as requiring 

amendments to the condominium act: There are issues about 

security for completion, developer reserve fund contribution, 

condominium frameworks, phased bare land, converted 

leasehold land, or mixed-use condominiums. It was described 

by the member opposite — issues around what might not be 

described as condominiums in other jurisdictions — like 

townhouses with a wall or a duplex with a shared wall — can 

be affected by this piece of legislation and the regulations. 

Proxy voters and voting entitlement is an issue. Reserve funds 

and smaller condominium corporations, condominium liens, 

insurance requirements — I think that was noted earlier — and 

coming into force and transition provisions for pre-existing 

condominiums. 

Those are issues that have not been easily resolved but are 

worked on extensively and identified through work and 

cooperative work with the condominium world, if I can call it 

that, to be properly identified as outstanding issues that were 

not properly resolved in the legislation and must be in the 

regulation. 

The Department of Justice is working diligently to bring 

both legislative amendments and the regulations forward in a 

timely manner. In order to do so, work is ongoing to delineate 

the amendments and to ensure that the new legislative regime 

will meet the needs and interest of Yukoners — because they 

have waited so long, it must be well-enacted and address all of 

the problems that have been identified since 2015. Again, too 

long coming by all accounts. 

Changing to the condominium law will affect many 

Yukoners and the amendments and the new regulations will 

take time to complete. We expect that they — I just want to 

confirm, if I can. In the summer and spring of last year, I should 

note that there was an extensive engagement period. We have, 

at the Department of Justice, contracted a local individual who 

works with the condominium corporations on a regular basis to 

try to facilitate the conversations and the work being done and 

work together with our partners in this way. 

Over the course of the engagement period, four public 

meetings were held in the early part of 2019, with 

approximately 100 people in attendance. This included one 

specific meeting for condominium owners. We received 

approximately 117 responses on the online survey and there 

were some written submissions. Seven meetings were held with 

developers, property managers, and condominium owners. The 

outcome of the draft regulation engagement — “what we 

heard” — was shared with the stakeholder advisory committee, 

which was also developed for the purpose of working on these 

particular regulations going forward, and a drafting advisory 

group also considered the “what we heard” document. 

Since last spring, about a year ago, an internal drafting 

committee consisting of departmental officials has been 

reviewing and editing the draft condominium regulations that 

were released for public engagement. This work included edits 
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for errors or omissions and also addressed consistency issues 

and beginning work on developing recommendations for 

responding to some of the concerns that were addressed or 

brought up during that period of time from the public 

consultation. 

One of the setbacks, I will say, has been that the act does 

require amendments in order to achieve the regulations as they 

are being proposed — I don’t think necessarily extensive ones, 

but of course, it is a process that requires a piece of work that 

wasn’t initially anticipated.  

None of the revised drafts of the regulations, the proposed 

responses to the concerns raised during the engagement, or the 

proposed act amendments have yet been reviewed with the 

existing drafting advisory group or the stakeholder advisory 

committee, so that’s where we are. Again, this is the updated 

information — that we expect to have that happening in the 

very near future. It was due in part to the need to meet with the 

members of the Canadian Bar Association Real Property 

section to obtain their input on the draft regulations, so that step 

has also been taken. 

Department officials met with the CBA and are aware of 

some of their issues. That process all concluded in November 

of last year. Based on the feedback that we received during the 

engagement and our analysis, we will be proposing changes to 

what was laid out in the draft regulations as well as the act itself. 

The department is working toward a fall 2020 tabling of the act 

amendments. Again, it is being guided by input from the 

industry folks because we don’t want to adversely affect any of 

the development or owners’ purchase dates — that sort of thing.  

From now until August of 2020, the plan is to complete the 

final drafts of regulations and act amendments and then to 

proceed in the very late summer or early fall with the reviews 

that have to take place through the Cabinet process, with the 

idea of tabling the amending bill. If the amending bill is adopted 

in October of 2020, then the regulations will be ready to come 

into force and effect at that time. Again, the force and effect 

date — we are looking at the industry to guide us and we are 

listening to them about that. There may be agreement on that or 

there might be issues. We just need to make sure that we discuss 

that with them. That has been told to them all along for the 

purposes of making sure — this, in fact, is one of their primary 

concerns and is, in fact, one of the commitments made to them. 

I will move on to the Societies Act and regulations. As 

noted by the member opposite, this is certainly something that 

we are keen to present to the Legislative Assembly, and we’re 

very pleased with the passing of this act in 2018 — again, 

because it has been a long time coming and really affects the 

lives of individual Yukoners throughout the territory. 

We have an enormous number of societies and 

organizations that avail themselves of their structure under the 

Societies Act and, as a result, make sure that the Societies Act 

is being responsive to their needs. 

The Yukon continues to work on developing regulations 

that are required to support the implementation of this new law. 

In the months ahead, the department will engage on specific 

policy issues required for the regulations. The Yukon’s act is 

modelled after the BC societies laws, and we are also reviewing 

recent changes that came into force in British Columbia that 

may be beneficial for the Yukon. It’s always important to make 

sure that we have the most up-to-date and responsive pieces of 

legislation, and if we can learn from other jurisdictions on their 

needs and specific changes that they have made, we try to do 

that. It’s important to make sure that it is a Yukon benefit. 

Our goal is to complete the regulations and any additional 

amendments to the Societies Act that may be needed by the end 

of 2020, and we are ready to implement within the year ahead. 

We will further ensure that the feedback received from the 

Human Rights Commission regarding guardianship orders are 

addressed before implementation. That has certainly been one 

of the messages that has been sent to us through engagement 

and work with our partners regarding those changes. 

I recall that a small change to the Societies Act itself will 

be necessary for that to be implemented to the interest of the 

Human Rights Commission and their submissions to 

government, I will say, as a result of their point of view and 

taking that into account. 

Since the 1980s when the existing legislation was last 

significantly updated, societies have evolved, and many small 

organizations — primarily serving members by providing 

services — or small groups or bodies have availed themselves 

of the structures under the Societies Act, and that has been a 

positive thing. Canada’s provinces and territories have been 

shifting from a regulatory interventionist model to a simpler 

registry model, which is something that the act contemplates, 

and we’re proud to move that in a modern way. 

Regulations are under development, and drafting 

instructions are being prepared. Approximately 50 regulatory 

issues are under consideration with online consultation on some 

of the issues that are being planned. Issues identified for 

consultation include: term limits for directors; whether there 

should be a sunshine list for income of individuals employed 

by societies, directors, employees or contractors, et cetera. The 

other topic is information required by the registrar if a society 

fails to hold an AGM. The targeted consultation for all of those 

items and others is the spring of this year and hopefully with 

the plan for regulations to be enacted by the fall of 2020. Again, 

that could go into October 2020 if act requirements are required 

by virtue of those regulations so that we can make sure those 

two things align. 

Next, I will note some information regarding the lobbyist 

registration. Lobbying is a legitimate part of the decision-

making process. Our aim is that Yukoners are informed of who 

is communicating with the government and on what topics. The 

Lobbyists Registration Act won’t come into effect until the 

registration system is available. Work on the online system is 

currently underway and is expected to be completed this spring. 

This is not a situation where we are waiting on regulations to 

enact the lobbyist act but the actual registry itself, the physical 

opportunity to give life to the act, and the structure required for 

the lobbyist to in fact register.  

When the act comes into force, registration is mandatory, 

ensuring that lobbyists are accountable for disclosing their 

activities. We are aiming to make registration and reporting 

very straightforward. Unlike some jurisdictions that require 
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lobbyists to report after each meeting or phone call, our 

approach requires fewer check-ins because it focuses on 

lobbying over a period of time.  

As I’ve said, the purpose of the registry itself is to make 

information about who is lobbying government available to the 

public. This is all new for the Yukon Territory, and we are 

developing the first online registry system for lobbyists here in 

the territory. Regulations aren’t, as I have said, needed to bring 

the act into force, but the actual registry is — the plan being in 

the spring of this year.  

I think that probably answers the questions about that — I 

hope. 

I will go to the Coroners Act regulation, one that is near 

and dear to me. Others have heard about this in this Legislative 

Assembly, but I think that it is such an important piece of 

legislation. After a thorough review of the existing act and 

regulations, the new act was tabled and updated. The laws with 

respect to how the coroner operates, the authority for her to 

operate, and, in particular, the ways in which families are 

affected by this are such important pieces. That, as was noted 

earlier, was late in 2018 — a little more than a year and a half 

ago, or a year ago. The Yukon Coroner’s Service — you may 

recall that a number of the Members of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly were concerned about this and how much 

consultation would be done with respect to regulations on this. 

There were a number of suggestions about a wide-reaching net 

and who should have something to say about the Coroner’s 

Service. We have taken that to heart. The Yukon Coroner’s 

Service needs the support of modern legislation, as we know. 

The updated law will ensure that the correct professional 

resource oversees each stage of the coroner’s case. You may 

recall that this was a bit of a change — and a Yukon focus — 

and that the independence and impartiality of the Coroner’s 

Service is protected in that law. 

Further engagement activities to support the drafting of the 

accompanying regulations, including those with Yukon’s 

medical community, will be necessary before the regulations 

can be brought into force. When the regulations are brought 

into force, the act will be proclaimed.  

Engagement activities with the Coroner’s Service, with 

Yukon’s medical and legal communities, and other 

stakeholders are planned for the late spring/early summer of 

2020. Drafting activities on the necessary regulations will 

commence once stakeholder engagement activities are 

complete, with the goal of bringing the Coroners Act from 2018 

into force as soon as possible. It may be, again, in the summer 

of this year. 

I just want to make sure I have answered all of those 

questions. I can certainly note that the Department of Justice is 

targeting the following timeline for completion of engagement, 

which was scheduled for late April — public engagement — 

late April to the end of May 2020. Finalizing policy and 

drafting of the regulations would be in the summer into the fall 

— with notes here — enactment in the late fall of 2020. 

I may have to speak to somebody about that being a bit 

sooner, but I appreciate that there’s a timeline and that takes 

into account resources. One of the things that has been done by 

our government that I understand has not been done before is a 

list of all of the legislative work that must be done, charting 

through the process of when individual documents or policy 

work has to go to Cabinet, taking into account drafting 

resources and taking into account time for drafting, which is 

incredibly important for the departments to be communicating 

with one another, for the government to be communicating with 

the Executive Council Office, and for everyone to be on the 

same page with respect to the way in which scheduling of these 

types of projects and these important pieces of work can be 

done in a way that’s knowable to everyone. It’s not my 

understanding that was done in the past. 

It has taken us a bit of time to get there, but nonetheless, I 

think it is a way in which departments can communicate with 

one another in a way that’s real and meaningful — it is priority-

setting as a group, which is incredibly important. 

With respect to the Access to Information and Protection 

of Privacy Act — something that I am a bit familiar with — the 

new act was passed again in late fall of 2018. It will come into 

force and effect as regulations are done. This is one of the 

situations where corporate history and subject matter expertise 

are incredibly important. We have managed to have individuals 

with expertise working on the act initially and now, more so, 

the regulations, but there have been a few bumps in that road.  

I can indicate that there has been extensive work with the 

ATIPP office — with the Information and Privacy 

Commissioner’s office — and the fact that this is a priority not 

only for the Government of Yukon, for the member opposite 

bringing forward this motion, and for the Information and 

Privacy Commissioner but, most importantly, for Yukoners 

themselves to have their personal information protected in a 

system that is modern for the purposes of accessing information 

when they need to do so.  

The anticipated implementation date is again the spring of 

this year for the approval to draft the regulations to go forward. 

It is, of course, included in the mandate letter of the minister 

and is a top priority for our government with respect to 

proceeding with these pieces of legislation — none of which 

are simple.  

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to speak to these 

particular ones. I want to note that all pieces of legislation are 

incredibly important, in my view. It is not just because of my 

background and personal education, but because I have so been 

drawn to the work that I do here in this Legislative Assembly. 

The work that I get to do with departments is incredible. If 

somebody says to me, “What is the foundation — what is the 

backbone — of what you are doing?” A big piece of it — not 

all — is the opportunity to modernize and change laws and to 

build a structure and foundation of laws to the benefit of 

Yukoners. As I have said many times, until the regulations are 

done, in my view, that work isn’t completed.  

I will again note the incredible hard work of the legislative 

drafting team as part of the Department of Justice. I am pleased 

to bring this information to the House today. I think it’s a 

fundamental misunderstanding — I am not saying that it is 

here, but I want to make sure that it is not here — that drafting 

regulations is just an easy thing and that the act is the tough 



March 11, 2020 HANSARD 1029 

 

stuff. The truth is that, depending on the situation, they are 

equally as complex, one as the other. Sometimes regulations are 

more complex than the structure of an act because they really 

do fill in the blanks.  

I appreciate and thank, on behalf of Yukoners — every 

chance I get — the legislative drafting team in the Department 

of Justice and the work that they do — again, because all of that 

funnels through them. Every piece of work that comes from 

government goes there.  

I think I will stop talking at this point. I have appreciated 

the opportunity to address not only the substance — the concept 

of the motion itself, but I hope I have addressed the substance 

of the motion for the most part. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Cathers: I’m going to be very brief in speaking to 

this motion brought forward by the Leader of the Third Party. 

She cites a number of pieces of legislation that are not enforced 

due to the regulations being delayed.  

I do have to point out to the minister that in fact resources 

had been targeted toward the drafting of regulations under a 

number of these areas, but the current government — which of 

course she is a minister in — made their own choices about 

legislative drafting priorities.  

Contrary to her suggestion otherwise, the Liberals are not 

the first government to actually have a legislative agenda with 

an understanding of the requirement for legislative drafting 

capacity and timelines associated with it. I’m sorry to 

disappoint her; they didn’t invent that.  

We are concerned though that the timelines for this 

completion of regulations under these areas seem to keep 

getting pushed out further and further and further, including the 

condominium act regulations which had originally been 

scheduled for drafting work to be done and to have it in effect 

in 2017. Now we’re looking at the condo regulations again 

about five years after the enactment and two years past the 

original timelines for completion and they are still getting 

pushed out further and further.  

Similarly, under the Pharmacy and Drug Act, I know there 

has been frustration by some within the health community 

involved in this on how long it’s taking to develop it and we’re 

hearing complaints from Yukoners who are being affected by 

some of the challenging provisions in the current Societies Act 

and regulations.  

In the case of the Lobbyists Registration Act, the Access to 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and the Coroners 

Act, those of course were all initiatives delivered by the Liberal 

government with great fanfare, but they haven’t actually 

followed through and finished the job to enact what they did 

after the initial press release and process here in the Assembly. 

We look forward to hoping that we’ll see more details and 

actually see action — particularly on the ones that are of most 

effect to Yukoners directly and hope that the government will 

begin setting realistic timelines for the delivery of its initiatives, 

which has not been the case to date. 

 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I’m going to try to move quickly as 

well, because I’m hoping we do get to see the resolution of this 

motion today. I thank the member opposite for raising it. The 

one thing I wanted to add is around the Pharmacy and Drug 

Act, because I know that she sort of said, okay, we got there, 

but I still want to add one more piece of information for 

everybody here. 

I looked through our legislation to see pieces that I think 

we have done and are significant, and here’s what I pulled off: 

the National Aboriginal Day Act; we amended the Human 

Rights Act and the Vital Statistics Act, the Public Airports Act, 

Dental Profession Act, Workers’ Compensation Act, 

Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Pounds Act, Missing 

Persons Act, Legal Profession Act, and Cannabis Control and 

Regulation Act, which really was a big piece of legislation — I 

thank the member opposite for mentioning that — Gender 

Diversity and Related Amendments Act, Order of Yukon Act, 

Societies Act, Equality of Spouses Statute Law Amendment Act 

(2018), Forest Resources Act, Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act, 

Lobbyists Registration Act, Access to Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act, Coroners Act, Education Labour 

Relations Act, Employment Standards Act — not once, but now 

twice — Securities Act, Carbon Price Rebate Act, Yukon 

University Act, Tobacco and Vaping Products Control and 

Regulation Act, Liquor Act, and the Corrections Act — and, 

you know, we have a few more on the table today — land titles, 

wills, budget measures and, coming, conversion therapy. 

It’s a big list, and I appreciate that there are ones that we’re 

still working on. The thing I wanted to say about pharmacy and 

drugs is that, in working with the department, we decided to 

split off those regulations that pertain to pharmacists so that we 

could bring those into force this past summer. We are currently 

working on the part of the act that deals with pharmacies. That 

was done in consultation with the pharmacists, who identified 

that their priority was the pharmacists, and we were able to 

make that difference. 

I just wanted to get it on the record today that there still is 

work ongoing. Our target for that work is this fall. We also have 

several other pieces of regulatory work that are ongoing, but 

my understanding from talking to the department is that the 

work is moving ahead. 

I just wanted to add all of that. I agree with those who have 

spoken who talk about the importance of having regulations, 

and I thank everybody for the opportunity to try to put it on the 

record about timing.  

The one thing I will say — because she probably wouldn’t 

mention it herself, but the Minister of Justice, I will note, has 

been very explicit on the importance of regulations at all of the 

tables that I sit at. I work with her fairly closely because, of 

course, Community Services — I have affectionately called it 

the “kitchen sink department” — has a lot of legislation and 

regulations. She has championed — for example, the 

Condominium Act from day one and has been working hard to 

realize that for all of us as Yukoners.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close 

debate.  
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Does any other member wish to be heard on Motion 

No. 123?  

 

Ms. White: I would like to thank the Minister of Justice 

and Education for sharing details that we have been asking for 

— for awhile. I appreciate that the information was shared, and 

that’s what the motion was.  

There is always going to be a difference of opinion here, 

and I thank my colleague for Lake Laberge for his comments 

weighing into the conversation because I struggled to get 

information out of him back in the day.  

I appreciate what the Minister of Community Services just 

said — National Indigenous People’s Day — when the NDP 

brought that forward initially, it was when it was referred to as 

National Aboriginal Day. I do appreciate how quickly that 

went; I do, but I was highlighting things that have gone less 

quickly and that was the concern.  

What I was looking for was information and sharing of 

information, which I received. With that, I just say thank you 

and we’ll leave it for another day.  

 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?  

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Some Hon. Members: Disagreed. 

Speaker: In my usually humble opinion, the yeas have 

it.  

Motion No. 123 agreed to  

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Seeing the time, I move that the 

House do now adjourn.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn.  

Motion agreed to  

 

Speaker: This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. 

tomorrow.  

 

The House adjourned at 5:24 p.m.  
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed with the Order Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We have quite a few blue-coated 

lovely people in the audience today. I am hoping we can 

welcome them all.  

I would like to begin by acknowledging that we have 

Councillor Steve Roddick, the co-host from the City of 

Whitehorse. We also have city manager, Linda Rapp. We also 

have Doris Landry, Moira Lassen, Carolyn Moore, Shelley 

Williamson, Lucy Coulthard, Laura Williamson, Desiree Cook, 

Tracey Bilsky, Sue Meikle, Jan Mann, Don Pumphrey, Sandy 

Legge, Meaghen Kimmitt, Marie Cairns, Lindsay Smith, Mia 

Val, Josh Jerome, Chris Tieman, Patti Flather, Courtney 

Nichol, Tamika Knutson, Echo Ross, Dan MacDonald, Jeane 

Lassen, Megan Cromarty, Paige Bonnett, Jaret Slipp, Andrea 

Buckley, and Trevor Twardochleb. If we could please welcome 

them all — thank you.  

Applause 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It also gives me great joy to be able to 

introduce the Arctic Winter Games International Committee 

president from Dawson City, Mr. John Flynn. John, before we 

started today, gifted the minister with the pin from the president 

of the committee. Thank you for that gift to the minister and 

thank you for being here, John.  

Applause 

 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I would ask my colleagues in the 

Legislative Assembly to help me welcome some special guests 

here today for the tabling of legislation later in the Order Paper: 

Chris Boodram, president of Queer Yukon — thank you so 

much for being here — also Mia Val from Queer Yukon and 

Valerie Royle, Deputy Minister for the Women’s Directorate. 

Thank you all for being here. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any further introductions of visitors? 

Tributes. 

TRIBUTES 

In recognition of Arctic Winter Games 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It is cold out today. Mr. Speaker, I 

am rising to pay tribute to the Arctic Winter Games. This past 

weekend, when I heard from the chief medical officer of health 

that the situation had changed and that we couldn’t be certain 

of the safety of our athletes, our volunteers, and our guests from 

around the circumpolar world and that sadly, regrettably, the 

games had to be cancelled, I was gutted. I was heartbroken for 

our athletes, for our teams, for the visiting teams, for the 

volunteers, for the sponsors, for the City of Whitehorse, our 

co-hosts, and for the whole north. When I talked with athletes 

and volunteers, I could feel the heartache. Do you know what 

it felt like, Mr. Speaker? Grief.  

We know that cancelling the games was the right thing to 

do, but that just doesn’t make it any easier. Here is what has 

helped me to deal with my disappointment, Mr. Speaker: My 

heart is also bursting with pride for Team Yukon. Our athletes 

and cultural performers have done a tremendous job in 

preparing for these games. Even though they didn’t get to 

compete, I know that their training and dedication has made 

them faster and stronger and will take them further. 

I read on social media about a Team Yukon athlete who 

baked a cake for his teammates just after the announcement was 

made to recognize and celebrate what they had achieved 

together. To that athlete, who also happened to write to me 

earlier about the special ministerial pins, just let me say directly 

that I will certainly get you a bunch of pins to share with your 

team. 

My heart is bursting with pride for the Arctic Winter 

Games Host Society. This remarkable team spent years 

working and planning the logistics for these 50th anniversary 

games. As part of their plan for inclusion, they created a pride 

house, gender-neutral spaces, and counselling services. 

In partnership with Yukon First Nations, they developed a 

games reconciliation action plan — a first of its kind. Just 

today, they reached out to me and asked me to recognize the 

professionalism and thank our chief medical officer of health 

who was acting at the time — Dr. Elliott — for her 

professionalism. So, thank you for your generosity. 

My heart is bursting with pride for the volunteers; nearly 

2,000 Yukoners stepped up. That is about one volunteer for 

every athlete. It makes you proud to be a Yukoner, 

Mr. Speaker. 

My heart is bursting with pride for the sponsors and Yukon 

businesses who were getting ready to welcome the games with 

open arms. They were instrumental in supporting the games big 

time and they deserve our support back. 

My heart is bursting with pride for the City of Whitehorse, 

who was preparing to host the Arctic Winter Games for a record 

seventh time. I’m honoured to have spent the past few years 

working alongside the City of Whitehorse as co-host, and I 

bragged to every minister of sport across Canada that 

Whitehorse puts on the best games, and they will again. 

The Arctic Winter Games are a beautiful testament to our 

capacity to celebrate human achievement and human diversity 

and performance. It is cold outside today, Mr. Speaker, but it is 

also sunny, and the weather is warming. I should let you know 

that Team Yukon is inviting all Arctic Winter Games 2020 

athletes, performers, coaches, mission staff, officials, 

volunteers, and all games supporters — which I suspect is all 

Yukoners — to come out this Sunday starting at 1:00 p.m. at 
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the S.S. Klondike and ending up as a street party on Main 

Street. Please show your colours, Yukon. 

To all the athletes: We know that your hearts are bursting; 

please know that ours are bursting with pride. 

Applause 

 

Ms. Van Bibber: Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of 

the Yukon Party Official Opposition to pay tribute to our Arctic 

Winter Games Team Yukon.  

2020 marks the 50-year milestone, an amazing passage of 

time that would honour past games and focus on our unique 

northern culture and all-around wonderfulness — sports, 

dignitaries, entertainers, crafts, exploring, and new friends. To 

say that we were disappointed that we will not be able to 

witness and cheer on the many sports that would have been held 

in beautiful Yukon is an understatement. It gives us great 

pleasure to pay tribute to coaches, organizers, parents, and 

volunteers who have worked so hard in the lead-up to these 

games.  

But can a sports event happen without athletes? No way. 

So, a huge shout out in this special tribute is for our athletes. 

They have trained and honed their skills to have a chance to win 

an ulu or two. We know that each and every one of our hard-

working athletes is proud of their achievements. We have seen 

their commitment, dedication, and passion for their various 

sports.  

Becoming a part of Team Yukon is an aspiration that has 

been shared among young athletes for the last 50 years. Each of 

us personally knows someone who has participated and who 

probably has ulus in their home. Despite the cancellation of the 

games this year, know that we are still cheering for you and that 

you are still our Team Yukon. 

We are in a situation that is at the present time a little scary 

because of the unknown factors that might come our way, so 

we are hyperaware of our world and the health of all people. 

Now, moving forward, we urge each and every one of you who 

has been practising and training so hard to view those extra 

training sessions as an incredible opportunity for growth and 

development in your sport.  

The north rallied to make the 50th anniversary of the Arctic 

Winter Games incredible. As usual, Yukoners stepped up to be 

counted and we are so proud of all of you. Thank you to all who 

have been involved with the planning, organizing, practising, 

coaching, and volunteering for the games. We are so pleased to 

see everyone still get their volunteer gear and that the athletes 

get their team gear to keep as well — the games that didn’t 

happen. So, maybe these 2020 pins will have much more value 

in the pin-trading world.  

We hope that you have a restful spring break with your 

family and those whom you love. 

Applause 

 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, today I stand on behalf of the 

Yukon NDP to offer my thanks and admiration to all of those 

Yukoners who have given time, hard work, energy, enthusiasm, 

sweat, and maybe a few tears to the 2020 Arctic Winter Games.  

First, we want to thank all the hard-working staff at the 

Arctic Winter Games office who, for the last two years, have 

dedicated thousands of hours to planning an incredible event 

for the circumpolar north. You took the truth and reconciliation 

recommendations to be more than words on paper; you made a 

decision to breathe life into them. You focused on making 

indigenous culture, learning, and celebration the heart of the 

2020 games. 

I’m going to blame the feelings on the Minister of 

Community Services.  

That decision and focus changed everything. It’s a legacy 

that will follow this sporting event for the rest of time, and you 

should be proud. We’re all so very proud. For the first time 

ever, you have created safe spaces for our rainbow youth and 

participants, making it an even more inclusive event. You did 

all of Yukon proud. 

To those who have spent months deep in the logistics of 

the hows and the tos, the wheres and the whos, I’m sure there 

have been dreams about spreadsheets and sleepless nights as 

you mentally worked through a puzzle that most of us would 

never contemplate even trying. You know the ins and outs and 

the whats involved in scheduling 21 sports in a multitude of 

venues. You figured out where and how to house and feed 

thousands of athletes. I know that, if we ever need to set up 

hundreds of bunkbeds in a very short amount of time all over 

town, this community could do it. 

To the Arctic Winter Games partners, with so many more 

jobs, tasks, and roles than we could ever imagine, we thank you 

for stepping up. To the nearly 2,000 volunteers who answered 

the call for help, where do we even start? Your love of 

community and willingness to share your time and energy is 

breathtaking, so we thank you. 

To the athletes and the coaches, what can we even say? 

We’re so sorry that the competitions that you’ve been training 

so hard for have had to be cancelled. That’s not an easy thing 

to process, and we can understand if you’re sad and 

disappointed or even angry. All of those feelings are valid, and 

we’ve had some of those ourselves. 

We appreciate all the time that you put into getting better 

and testing yourselves. We know that you’ve trained hard and 

that your focus has been finely tuned. We love that you’ve built 

up communities within your sport, that you’ve made new 

friends and have deepened existing friendships — friendships 

that will last far after next week, so it’s a win of a different kind. 

Make sure that you thank your coaches and whoever got 

you to your practices. These special people recognized your 

love of sport and have worked hard to nurture it. 

To all of those Arctic Winter Games coaches, we all owe 

you our thanks, because — let’s be real — you aren’t just 

coaches for the Arctic Winter Games one week every two 

years; you are the folks who are at practices all season long, and 

you have just added the games to your already full schedule. 

Thank you for investing in kids and their love of sport. Thank 

you for teaching them life lessons along the way. Thank you for 

building them up to be stronger and more resilient than when 

you first met. You may never know it, but I bet that more than 
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a few of you will have made positive lasting effects on your 

athletes.  

Thank you to the City of Whitehorse for picking up the 

2020 games, even when it wasn’t your scheduled turn, and 

thank you for the leadership, support, and enthusiasm. It 

couldn’t have happened without you. 

Thank you to Yukon businesses for supporting us through 

sponsorships and donations — not just during the games but all 

throughout the year. 

So, stand tall and proud, Yukon. We have a lot to celebrate 

— because, no matter what, we did it. 

Applause 

 

Speaker: Are there any returns or documents for 

tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions to be presented? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill No. 9: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
Protection Act — Introduction and First Reading 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I move that Bill No. 9, entitled 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act, be now 

introduced and read a first time. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister responsible 

for the Women’s Directorate that Bill No. 9, entitled Sexual 

Orientation and Gender Identity Protection Act, be now 

introduced and read a first time. 

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 9 

agreed to 

 

Speaker: Are there any further bills for introduction?  

Are there any notices of motion? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Gallina: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House supports continuing efforts to build 

social equality and inclusion for members of the LGBTQ2S+ 

community within Yukon society. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

increase safety on the Alaska Highway at Hillcrest for 

pedestrians, cyclists, and other active modes of transport by 

implementing the changes recommended by community 

members as well as the Government of Yukon’s own panel of 

experts with respect to the proposed highway corridor 

upgrades. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness  

Mr. Hassard: Yesterday, the World Health 

Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. Today, the 

Prime Minister of our country went into self-isolation. Over the 

course of the last week, we have asked very reasonable 

questions of the government and the Health and Social Services 

minister, and instead of answering the questions, they gave us 

vague partisan talking points. 

Yesterday, something very concerning happened: The 

Health and Social Services minister gave incorrect public 

health advice during her media scrum. That advice provided by 

the minister was quickly contradicted by the chief medical 

officer of health, and it’s concerning that the Minister of Health 

and Social Services would share false information with 

Yukoners regarding what actions they should take. 

Can the minister tell us why she gave Yukoners 

information that was contradicted by the chief medical officer? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I would say, Mr. Speaker, that now is 

the time for us to unite as political parties here and not make 

this overly partisan. I believe, from what I’ve seen from a 

reaction in the last week from not only the minister but our 

whole team here and the whole of government, that this 

government has made an extraordinary effort to keep people 

involved and also up to date. 

The members opposite have received a briefing from the 

chief medical officer of health. Their chief of staff was at a 

briefing from the chief medical officer of health today. They 

have received information; we have given them information. 

What I have seen is timely updates from the chief medical 

officer of health.  

We are working every minute, as the details unfold. I go 

home after work. I get home pretty late and I look on the TV 

and it looks like the whole world has changed overnight and 

I’m amazed at how comprehensive the response has been from 

this team with a moving target of preparedness.  

Mr. Hassard: Just for the Premier’s information, the 

question was about the Minister of Health and Social Services 

providing inaccurate information.  

Across the country, ministers of health are giving regular 

and sometimes daily press conferences updating the public on 

the growing pandemic and our Health minister has been largely 

nowhere to be seen. She’s not giving regular joint briefings like 

her colleagues across the country and the first time she did a 

press conference was this morning. It is a start, but it’s a couple 

of weeks late. We’re not getting answers in Question Period 

and yesterday she shared false information with the media. It is 

the Health minister’s job to be briefed and understand her file. 

It’s also her job to provide accurate information about what 

Yukoners should do and it’s also her job to share this accurate 

information with Yukoners publicly on a regular basis. 

So, Mr. Speaker, when will the minister actually start 

doing her job? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m just appalled at what I’m hearing 

here today.  

We have been keeping up with all of the information as it 

has been moving. Just a few hours ago, we had a press 
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conference with the Minister of Health and Social Services. On 

this side of the House, we are taking the lead and we are taking 

that lead seriously. We are working hand in glove with the chief 

medical officer of health. Their website has updated 

information for any Yukoner who is looking for more 

information on this.  

What we see from the opposition is they want to see 

somebody to pin something on. My goodness gracious, now 

more than ever is the time for us to unite as political parties and 

work together on this. But what we do hear from the 

opposition? They don’t want to talk about the budget. They 

want to find somebody to pin something on. This government 

has been working extremely hard. My ministers have been 

working day and night and we are getting the best information 

out at a timely basis.  

I want to thank the Minister of Health and Social Services. 

I want to thank the team of health care providers with Health 

and Social Services who have been working around the clock. 

People who go into the emergency room are amazed to see the 

extreme professionalism of our nurses and our doctors and all 

the opposition can do is try to find someone to pin things on.  

Mr. Hassard: It’s unfortunate that the Premier doesn’t 

actually listen to the question rather than just run off the way 

he is doing. But you know it is time for the government and this 

Health minister to take this seriously. As I said, the minister 

provided incorrect information to the public. This is 

irresponsible and it’s dangerous. The minister needs to do her 

job, get briefed, get a handle on the file, and start providing 

Yukoners with accurate details on the Yukon’s plan.  

We have asked the minister several times what plan is in 

place at the hospital. Are there enough beds in case COVID-19 

appears here in the territory? Every time, she has refused to 

answer that question. As you know, the hospital is often at or 

near capacity, so even just a few cases could overwhelm us, and 

we need to be prepared. 

So, will the minister do her job and answer this simple 

question? What plan is in place at the hospital to ensure that we 

have enough beds in case COVID-19 ends up in the Yukon? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m not quite sure of the opposition’s 

line of questioning because clearly we have done an efficient 

and effective job with our partners. We have worked very 

closely with the Hospital Corporation and with both chief 

medical officers. We are working diligently with Community 

Services in ensuring that we have the necessary resources. We 

have answered the questions and we will continue to brief 

Yukoners — much like we did this morning, Mr. Speaker. 

I certainly don’t want Yukoners to be misled. I am briefed 

on a daily basis, as is everyone. The opposition were briefed 

yesterday. If there are specific questions, then I would suggest 

that they mitigate the fears of Yukoners and participate 

effectively in a process to plan for the unfortunate event that we 

should have a situation in Yukon. 

Dr. Hanley and Dr. Elliott did a very excellent job this 

morning in addressing Yukoners and assuring Yukoners that 

we are prepared and I look forward to having that further 

discussion with our Yukon First Nations community chiefs and 

health directors tomorrow. We will continue to do that as things 

evolve. Things are changing, as Dr. Hanley noted, on a daily 

and hourly basis, and we will keep abreast and keep Yukoners 

informed. 

I request Yukoners to please just stick to the website and 

the notices that go out. That is the direction that we have heard 

from our leaders. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. McLeod: Yesterday, we asked the Minister of 

Health and Social Services some simple questions about the 

$1 billion in assistance that the federal government announced 

to support the provinces and territories in their response to 

coronavirus. In Question Period, the government provided no 

details on how much money the Yukon requested. In fact, all 

they responded with was partisan talking points. Mr. Speaker, 

it is time to rise above partisanship — we agree with that — we 

have said it all week. It is time to show leadership, it’s a time 

for the government to take this seriously, and it is a time for the 

government to answer questions.  

With respect to the $1-billion aid package that Canada 

announced to help support provinces and territories, the Health 

and Social Services minister told media that Yukon will be 

requesting no money. Can she confirm if what she told media 

yesterday is accurate? If so, why is Yukon not requesting any 

of that emergency funding? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: This line of questioning is a new low 

from the opposition. Our government develops its budgets with 

the best information available at the time, and so does the 

federal government as well. We tabled our budget on March 5, 

and the federal government is tabling theirs on March 30. 

COVID-19 is rapidly evolving and is changing daily. This 

week, between the budgets and the federal government’s 

budgets, we have seen major changes not only in Canada but 

internationally as well.  

If the opposition truly wants to make this about money and 

about talking about the supports for Yukoners, the best course 

of action would be to pass the budget and let the government 

begin to spend the $1.62 billion that we have identified. 

Ms. McLeod: That was amazing. 

So, Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Official Opposition and the 

Third Party met with the chief medical officer of health, and we 

appreciate the work that they are doing. It was indicated to us 

that we rely on BC for all testing that is done for coronavirus. 

Further, it takes three to five days to get a test completed. The 

problem is that, if BC’s health system gets overwhelmed, then 

we would have to go find another jurisdiction. The good news 

is that the federal government has announced a $1-billion aid 

package to help provinces and territories to respond to the 

coronavirus. 

Will the minister agree to request money from this 

emergency fund so that Yukon can set up its own lab testing 

here in the territory so we do not need to rely on Outside 

jurisdictions to test for COVID-19? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we tabled our budget, 

and the opposition said that it was too lavish spending. Now 

they want to see us do more spending. We produced an outlook 



March 12, 2020 HANSARD 1035 

 

in the spring and update it every year in the fall, and we are 

asked about doing that. 

One of the best ways to stimulate the economy and to work 

with the medical communities — we are injecting cash into the 

budget. We have money in our budgets currently to deal with 

the issues as they stand right now. Our budgets also include 

stimulus spending for our businesses, as well as protecting our 

community through Health and Social Services spending that 

we currently have for the current situation. 

It includes $369.7 million of capital spending. It includes 

tax cuts to small businesses and tax reductions to individuals. 

The Minister of Health and Social Services can elaborate on 

their preparedness — as she has already done this morning — 

but again, Mr. Speaker, the information has been coming out 

rapidly, and we have been adjusting to the current conditions in 

Yukon but also preparing for what we need to prepare for in the 

future.  

Ms. McLeod: I think maybe the Premier got his briefing 

notes mixed up there.  

Now, with respect to our airports, although we currently 

are not receiving international flights, we do receive 

international passengers on a daily basis. Yesterday, we were 

told by the chief medical officer of health that anyone returning 

from China, Iran, and Italy are asked to self-isolate for 14 days.  

So, when those individuals get off the plane in Whitehorse, 

who is telling them to do this? Are there public health officials 

there to tell them to do this? Are there kiosks handing out 

information? How are we ensuring that these individuals know 

that they should self-isolate?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m really happy to talk to Yukoners 

today about this issue — about the airport and our preparedness 

in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. Highways and Public 

Works, Health and Social Services, and the Yukon’s chief 

medical officer of health are working with the Public Health 

Agency of Canada, Canada Border Services Agency, and 

Transport Canada to ensure the safety and wellness of 

Yukoners.  

There are currently no changes to screening practices at 

Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport; however, we are 

preparing to implement any necessary screening procedures as 

a result of changing conditions and reopening international 

flights this summer. As the Premier has mentioned today on 

several occasions, the situation is changing on a daily and 

sometimes hourly basis, and we’re monitoring that with our 

federal and provincial counterparts.  

Highways and Public Works is updating the business 

continuity plan for pandemics as a precautionary measure to 

ensure essential services at airports can be maintained. Airport 

staff have increased cleaning of equipment that comes into 

direct contact with airport users. Yukoners are encouraged to 

wash their hands more frequently or to use hand sanitizer, to 

avoid touching their faces with unwashed hands, and to stay 

home if they are sick.  

There is currently no confirmed case of coronavirus in the 

Yukon, Mr. Speaker, and Yukoners are encouraged to check 

yukon.ca for the latest information.  

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — employee 
sick leave  

Ms. White: With recent developments around the world 

and in Canada — as we heard this morning — it’s becoming 

clear that COVID-19 will reach the Yukon at some point. The 

good news is that, by working together, we can greatly 

minimize the impact the virus will have on our community and 

our health care system.  

Strong preventive measures can drastically decrease the 

rate of infection. Health professionals have repeatedly said that 

staying home when sick is a key preventive measure, but in 

Yukon, many people can’t afford to just skip a paycheque. Bus 

drivers, retail workers, and daycare employees are just a few 

who can’t work from home and don’t have paid sick leave.  

Mr. Speaker, will the government show national 

leadership by granting paid sick leave to all workers so they can 

make the responsible choice of staying home when they are sick 

and still afford to pay the rent, their bills, and feed their 

families? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I thank the member opposite for 

this question. Again, I will say, from the first time she rose in 

this House last week and posed the question, I met the next day 

with the Department of Community Services to begin the 

conversation about their request to — because I believe this is 

a change of legislation. So, I asked for analysis from across the 

country. I’m working to set up meetings with members of the 

community to discuss this issue. 

I appreciate the suggestion that’s being made, and we will 

do our best to work with both employers and employees to 

investigate this suggestion. Again, thank you to the member 

opposite. 

Ms. White: We’re really lucky, because the 

Employment Standards Act is open right this second. 

So, the federal government just announced minor changes 

to the employment insurance program, but it doesn’t replace 

paid sick leave. Many workers won’t qualify for it, and it only 

applies to people who are ordered to self-quarantine by health 

officials or their employers. No matter how you spin it, it will 

not be as effective as paid sick leave in preventing the spread 

of COVID-19. 

This issue is relevant beyond just the current situation. It’s 

never a good idea to go to work when you’re sick, and most 

people understand this, so I hope that the minister agrees — yet, 

our labour laws don’t reflect this. They force many employees 

to go to work sick because unfortunately rent is due on the first 

of the month, whether you’re sick or not. 

So, Mr. Speaker, let me put the question differently: If the 

minister was in the shoes of a worker who is feeling sick but 

needs their next paycheque to pay rent, what would he do? 

Would he go to work, or would he stay home and face eviction? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Again, I thank the member 

opposite for the question. I’m not looking to amend the act on 

the fly. I actually will do the work that I have already stood up 

and said that I would do, by working with the department to 

look at this as an issue. I’m happy to work diligently, because I 

understand it’s a pressing issue, but I think it does take us 

actually doing that work. 
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I know that Canada’s investments include the employment 

insurance sickness benefits, which is waiving the mandatory 

one-week waiting period for employment insurance sickness 

benefits so that workers in quarantine or who have been 

directed to self-quarantine, can be paid for the first week of 

their claim.  

The federal government is also exploring additional 

measures to support other affected Canadians who are not 

eligible for EI sick benefits. I know that — one, two, three, four 

— four of us as ministers yesterday were on national calls with 

our counterparts across the country to discuss many issues with 

respect to COVID-19 and we are happy to continue to work 

across all jurisdictions to make sure that we are supporting our 

businesses and our employees through these challenges.  

I also would like — well, I will note this later. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

Ms. White: COVID-19 requires that governments react 

quickly with smart, preventive measures. Paid sick leave for all 

workers would allow those who can’t afford to skip a 

paycheque to make the sensible choice to stay home when they 

are sick. Some employees who do have sick leave are required 

to get a doctor’s note. This goes against the advice of Yukon’s 

chief medical officer, who just reminded Yukoners who are 

experiencing symptoms to call 811 rather than show up at a 

doctor’s office or the hospital.  

Mr. Speaker, even Jason Kenney, the Premier of Alberta 

— not exactly a progressive type — is looking at an order-in-

council that would remove the requirement for people to get a 

doctor’s note to get time off. Mr. Speaker, will this government 

issue an order-in-council to remove the requirement for people 

to get a doctor’s note to access their sick leave? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: What I will do is act quickly on the 

suggestions, whether they come from our side of the House or 

the other side of the House. I would like to thank the member 

opposite for her suggestions.  

I said earlier in my response, and I will say it again: As 

soon as I heard her questions, I called for a meeting with the 

Department of Community Services to broach this subject. I am 

happy to be working on it. I thank her for her suggestions. I 

won’t make policy on the fly in the middle of Question Period, 

but I will take these questions in the spirit in which they are 

provided, which are as ideas for improving the situation that is 

here and will certainly work on them.  

Yukon’s medical system has been and remains well 

prepared to manage suspected cases of COVID-19 that may 

arise here in the Yukon. Right now, the risk of COVID-19 

remains low in the Yukon and there are currently no cases of 

COVID-19 in the territory. At the same time, we are all 

working hard to prepare and we will do our best to take these 

suggestions and work with them.  

Question re: Child Care Act review 

Ms. Hanson: The Yukon Child Care Act is currently 

under review. An individual outside the territory was 

contracted by the department to look at the act, consult with 

Yukoners, and provide recommendations. A report was due in 

June 2019, but the contract was extended to December.  

Unfortunately, many groups and individuals were left out 

of the consultation process, including communities. No Engage 

Yukon exercise was utilized to listen to the concerns from 

parents, grandparents, child care workers, or owners of 

daycares and day homes as part of this review. 

Yesterday, we heard the Minister of Justice speak of the 

success of Engage Yukon and how her government is dedicated 

to listening to Yukoners. 

So, Mr. Speaker, why was there no consultation with 

parents, daycare operators, daycare workers, and communities 

on the daycare review through Engage Yukon, and most 

importantly, where is the report? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With respect to the various acts that we 

have gone through, what I do want to say is that we have gone 

through an extensive review of various acts that govern us 

through Family and Children’s Services. In the course of the 

last two years, we have reviewed all of our acts. We have gone 

through extensive consultation and engagement with the Child 

and Family Services Act. We have a committee that had gone 

out to Yukoners. We are very proud of that work. We now are 

looking at the review of that. 

We worked with the Child and Youth Advocate to look at 

implementation and a potential governance review of all of the 

concerns that have been brought to their attention, so we will 

continue to do that good work and we will continue to work 

with our partners. We will continue to do the necessary 

engagement, and I am very happy with where we are right now. 

We will continue to certainly review, as issues come forward. 

If the member opposite has a specific concern, or specific 

comment that was received that was missed through that 

process, then I would advise that she provide that specific 

information to us and we would certainly take that under 

advisement. 

Ms. Hanson: That was precisely what the question was 

about. Where is the report on the Child Care Act review? Every 

community and nearly every family of young children in the 

Yukon uses some form of daycare. It might be a licensed 

daycare or day home or an unlicensed one. Some families rely 

on other extended family members like grandparents. We know 

that daycare costs in Yukon are easily over $800 a month. More 

than one child — double that. Daycare subsidies are available, 

but require extensive paperwork every month for parents who 

are part of the gig economy — working irregular hours or self-

employed. 

Mr. Speaker, what is being done to reduce the red tape 

required to qualify for a daycare subsidy? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m pleased to rise today to speak to the 

issue around childcare and the subsidies and the support that 

we’ve provided for Yukoners. We actually in fact just got off 

the telephone this morning with the federal minister responsible 

for Family and Children’s Services and we had that very subject 

discussion around appropriate and effective resources for 

Yukoners. So, we have engaged with our private daycares in 

Dawson City and Watson Lake as well as working with our 

First Nations.  

We’re advised that additional supports had flowed out to 

the communities from the federal direct bilateral to the 
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communities — under the ISET agreement and the direct 

negotiated process — so we are ensuring that we have 

consistency throughout. We just now renewed our extended 

funding agreement for another year, so we’re very pleased with 

that. We will continue to look at the recommendations that have 

been brought to our attention. I’m certainly pleased to note that 

we also have the extended family care agreements that have 

been enacted to ensure that children remain in their 

communities. We just are reviewing C-92. There are various 

legislative approaches that we have to consider as we 

implement our Yukon strategies and our Yukon — the act and 

the reviews that are happening before us.  

Ms. Hanson: I think there’s a confusion here. We’re 

talking about making sure that parents can afford to have their 

children in daycare.  

Mr. Speaker, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 

just released a report this month, entitled In progress — Child 

care fees in Canada 2019. For the first time, the territories were 

included. The final and most important conclusion of the report 

states — and I quote: “It has become evident that child care fees 

in Canada are lowest when services receive substantial public 

operational funding and the fees are set as a matter of public 

policy.” 

So, we’re happy that the federal-provincial-territorial 

Multilateral Early Learning and Child Care Framework has 

been renewed. But will the minister commit that any new 

agreement with the federal government will provide affordable 

daycare by increasing the operational grants to daycares and 

ensuring an affordable flat rate for all parents? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Let me provide some clarity because I 

think there is a bit of confusion. We are not reviewing the Child 

Care Act. What we just completed was the Family and 

Children’s Services review. In fact, we actually had five people, 

with a number of Yukoners — so a diverse sector of Yukon 

participated in that process, an extensive engagement.  

Now, what we are looking at right now is this — this 

discussion does not make sense. We want to clarify for 

Yukoners and for our child care providers that we are providing 

them the essential resources. In fact, we gave them a bump last 

year on capacity development, offsetting their expenditures in 

the Yukon. Subsidies have been increased; we will continue to 

do that this year, and we just this morning secured the 

resources, going forward, for another year, and we will 

continue to have that dialogue with our communities. 

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the 

department for doing such an excellent job working with our 

partners in the communities. We will ensure that Yukoners are 

supported. Every child matters, Mr. Speaker — every child 

matters. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Cathers: Due to the significant downturn in the 

world’s economy resulting from COVID-19, we asked the 

government to update their fiscal and economic outlook before 

the end of the Spring Sitting. In response, the Premier and his 

colleagues were dismissive and voted against the motion. 

The Premier actually claimed again yesterday that the 

Yukon’s GDP is expected to grow by 6.2 percent in 2020. This 

is based off of old information, and we know it isn’t going to 

happen. In the face of major worldwide events — including 

falling stock markets, medical officers of health recommending 

against travelling on a cruise, one major cruise company 

announcing that they’re postponing their season by at least two 

months, and the World Health Organization declaring a 

pandemic — the Premier seems a bit out of touch with reality. 

The Tourism Industry Association of Yukon issued a 

statement predicting at least a 20-percent drop in tourism this 

summer. Will the Premier now agree to revise his fiscal and 

economic outlook before the end of the Spring Sitting? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It is very ironic to hear from the 

member opposite about the fiscal and economic outlook. When 

his government was in office, sometimes we saw one; 

sometimes we didn’t see one. Now what we see from the 

member opposite is that he wants us to put all of our resources 

— it would mean increasing our budgets to put more money 

toward the fiscal reviews and put out another fiscal and 

economic outlook now, where we have no cases of COVID, 

where we are working with the business community, where we 

are doing the analysis internally with the international 

community.  

We have a budget right now that includes almost 

$370 million of capital spending that he doesn’t want to talk 

about. We have a budget that has tax cuts to small business that 

he does not want to talk about. We have a $3-million reduction 

of taxes, income taxes for Yukon individuals, that he doesn’t 

want to talk about. What he wants, instead, is for everybody to 

take a look at a fiscal and economic outlook re-do, when his 

government refused to do them on a timely basis. It’s pretty 

rich, Mr. Speaker, to hear that from the opposition. 

We will continue to maintain the course. We are providing 

the information that we need to provide for Yukoners today 

with the current situation, and we are preparing for the 

inevitability of tomorrow. The members opposite would ask us 

again, at that time, to do another outlook, and another outlook. 

We are producing two a year, and we put them out on time at 

the same time every year, unlike the previous government.  

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, I have to remind the Premier 

that there was not one word in his budget speech about 

COVID-19. This is a serious situation, and it’s important for 

government to keep calm, but they also need to plan, prepare, 

communicate, and take the right actions in response. 

The economic impacts of COVID-19 can be mitigated. It 

is the responsibility of the Yukon government to show 

leadership. Earlier today, the federal government announced 

that they would be revising their economic and fiscal outlook 

in response to world events. 

The Premier needs to recognize the seriousness of the issue 

instead of repeating partisan talking points and pretending that 

the GDP is going to grow by 6.2 percent this year, which he did 

again yesterday. We offered to help the government by working 

together on an all-party committee to deal with the response to 

COVID-19, but they turned down that offer. 
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As I noted, the federal government announced today that 

they will issue a revised economic outlook for Canada. Will the 

Premier agree to do the same for the Yukon? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, I am not going to take 

fiscal advice from the member opposite. I won’t.  

When we were in the Yukon Party’s last few years, we 

were in a recession. Mr. Speaker, our economy is booming 

currently, and I see the member opposite hoping to see a 

doomsday in the future, and that is really sad. 

The 2020-21 fiscal and economic outlook explores current 

expectations for Yukon finances and the economy, and it is a 

lot of work to put one together — a lot of resources for the 

whole of government. 

The Yukon’s finances remain on track to return to a surplus 

this year, 2020-21 — which is great news if we do come to a 

situation of crisis — followed by another surplus in the 

following years — again, sound fiscal management to make 

sure that this jurisdiction is ready for a crisis. 

The budget of 2020-21 — which the members opposite do 

not want anybody to know about — has extensively leveraged 

federal funding for capital investments. We have a strong 

economy. We have one of the strongest labour markets in 

Canada, growing incomes, and a prolonged period of 

population expansion, but the members opposite don’t want 

anybody to know about these things. 

The positive mid-term economic outlook for the Yukon is 

highlighted by further population growth and stronger labour 

markets — absolutely. The mining sector — activity there — 

is a key driver in our economic outlook, spurred on by new 

projects out there by two different companies, and I will 

continue the good news as I get to answer further questions. 

Mr. Cathers: Well, Mr. Speaker, despite how long this 

has been going on, on the world stage, this seems to have caught 

the Premier unaware, and the budget and fiscal and economic 

outlook don’t say a word about COVID-19.  

The Premier is refusing to update the economic and fiscal 

forecast, but major world events have aligned to set the 

Yukon’s economy up for some difficult times.  

The chief medical officers of health are advising against 

cruise ship travel. The US state department is advising against 

cruise ship travel and a major cruise ship company announced 

that they are postponing the start of their season. The Tourism 

Industry Association of Yukon said that they are expecting a 

$60-million hit to tourism this summer. The current economic 

forecast was severely out of date before the Premier tabled it 

last week. It indicates that the tourism season will be strong, 

contrary to what all the experts are saying. Despite what the 

Liberals claim, this is anything but business as usual.  

Will the Premier now agree to update the economic and 

fiscal forecast before the end of the Spring Sitting? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, what you see on the floor 

of the Legislative Assembly here is the difference between a 

government that is prepared and an opposition that is paranoid. 

We have a great relationship right now with TIA. There was an 

announcement about TIA’s response on the radio the other day. 

The department wants to thank the Tourism Industry 

Association of Yukon for their work on behalf of their 

members. We really appreciate not only their leadership but 

how we have been working hand in glove to identify the issues.  

The member opposite wants us to slow things down and 

start again with the fiscal outlook. We think that the more 

important thing to do is to work with the information we have 

right now with an amazing budget, an amazing economy, and 

an amazing group of Yukoners who want to work and also work 

with our partners in the private sector to make sure that we 

continue to look at what we need to do to prepare for something 

that hasn’t happened yet.  

The members opposite want us to run around and say that 

the sky has fallen. The good news, Mr. Speaker, is that it hasn’t. 

The good news is that in the Yukon we are prepared. We are 

not only prepared today; we are also prepared for the 

inevitabilities that will happen — whether those are floods, 

forest fires, influenza, or other things like COVID-19. 

Mr. Speaker, now is not the time to be partisan; now is the time 

be prepared. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 

Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the House resolve into 

Committee of the Whole.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel): Committee of the Whole 

will now come to order.  

Chair’s ruling 

Deputy Chair: I request members’ attention for a ruling.  

On March 10, 2020, during general debate in Committee 

of the Whole on Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, Mr. Cathers said — and I quote: “I would ask the 

Premier: Is he deliberately bringing incorrect information, or 

has he not read that court decision?” 

Ms. McPhee then rose on a point of order to allege that 

Mr. Cathers had violated Standing Order 19(h), the standing 

order that prohibits a member from charging another member 

with uttering a deliberate falsehood. 

At the time, I indicated that I would reserve my ruling. 

Later that afternoon, Mr. Silver, in the course of raising a point 

of order that was not sustained, said of remarks delivered by 

Mr. Cathers — and I quote: “I don’t know if the member 

opposite is intentionally misleading with that statement…”. 

I would like to remind members that all members are 

considered to be honourable and that it is a violation of 

Standing Order 19(h) for a member to suggest that another 
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member is intentionally providing misleading information. 

Therefore, I rule that Ms. McPhee did have a point of order. 

Going forward, I would like to remind members to please 

not make remarks that contravene Standing Order 19(h).  

I would also like to take this opportunity to ask members 

who seek to stand on a point of order to take care to avoid 

themselves contravening a standing order in the course of 

raising their point of order. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Bill No. 201, Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — 
continued 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 

55, Department of Highways and Public Works, in Bill 

No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

15 minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20  — 
continued 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 

55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

 

Department of Highways and Public Works  

Deputy Chair: Is there any general debate on Vote 55? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m happy to stand on the floor of the 

Legislative Assembly this afternoon to discuss this budget 

matter. We have about $100,000 in the supplementary request. 

I have with me this afternoon Deputy Minister Jaime Pitfield 

and our high financier, Jody Woodland. He’s here for the very 

first time in this House, and I hope you take a second to 

welcome them both here.  

Thanks very much. I’ll open up the floor for any questions 

the opposition might have. 

Mr. Kent: I join the minister in welcoming the officials 

— especially Jody, for his first time. I didn’t realize it was his 

first time here; that’s interesting. 

As the Official Opposition, we certainly appreciated the 

briefings and the briefing packages that we got from each 

department with respect to the supplementary budget. We do 

have some specific questions that we will address to the various 

ministers in our critic roles through letters, as far as some of the 

line items in there. We will also have some policy-specific 

questions that have budget implications, but we’re going to wait 

until the mains. 

So, with that, we won’t have any questions for Highways 

and Public Works with respect to the supplementary estimates. 

We’ll save those for the mains. We won’t have any questions 

for any of the departments that are identified as far as the 

supplementary estimates go. 

I understand that the Member for Whitehorse Centre does 

have some questions specific to some departments.  

Again, we thank the officials, and perhaps you can bring 

Jody back for the mains, and we’ll give him a run when he gets 

back here for that. 

Ms. Hanson: I welcome the officials as well. I would 

ask the minister, if he could — looking at the supplementary 

budget, if we could look at the amount that’s an increase of 

$3,011,000 for transportation planning and engineering.  

I am interested in the amount of the $1,139,000 that’s an 

increase due to moving forward more quickly with the land and 

— the second part of that — sorry; it was the $1,440,000 with 

respect to climate change on the Yukon highway network, so 

this is part of a transportation agreement between funding from 

Transport Canada — and this is part of this northern adaptation 

initiative. I was told that parts of the project funding are 

recoverable, but my question really has to do with: Are we 

building on research, and to what extent are we building on 

research that is already being done in the territory?  

I ask that question because, when I asked it the other day 

in the briefing — and as much as the officials were being 

helpful, I wasn’t clear on whether or not I was making myself 

clear, perhaps, and so I was trying to refer to the work that was 

done by the Yukon Research Centre eight years ago. There was 

research done by Dr. Guy Doré, who is a leading Canadian 

permafrost researcher and who was working at the Yukon Cold 

Climate Innovation Centre. I recall this because there was a 

significant amount of interest in the work and the piloting that 

was being done — in particular, as I recall, on the Shakwak area 

and the north Alaska Highway. That was to develop strategies 

that prevent and manage highway permafrost damage in the 

Yukon.  

So, I guess what I’m trying to get at is clarity as to what 

extent the work that is being done here is building on research 

done previously so that we are not, in fact, reinventing the 

wheel and that we are actually building on the solid foundation 

of research and whether or not the Department of Highways and 

Public Works has incorporated that into this initiative. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: In response to the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre, I will say right off the hop that climate 

change is undoubtedly one of the greatest threats facing the 

Yukon, Canada, and the world. I have said this before, and I 

will continue to say it at every opportunity I have. 

Climate change isn’t just some complex scientific theory. 

It is real, it’s happening now, and nowhere is its impact greater 

than here in the north. 

Over the years, our department — the Department of 

Highways and Public Works — has worked closely with 

permafrost scientists, with Yukon College’s Northern Climate 

Exchange, as the member opposite has said, and we are 

currently collaborating with the college on a number of 

projects. We are researching sinkhole activity along the 

Dempster Highway, with the aim of determining what causes 

sinkholes and trying to predict where they might appear. We 

are mapping and monitoring a large permafrost thaw slump 
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located within the Alaska Highway along the Takhini River. 

We are researching ground subsistence as a result of permafrost 

thaw at Chapman Lake on the Dempster Highway. We are also 

evaluating the effectiveness of permafrost mitigation 

techniques to improve highway performance along the Dry 

Creek section of the Alaska Highway. This work involves 

drilling beneath the highway to install thermosiphons to 

passively cool the underlying permafrost and ground ice in 

order to stabilize the highway.  

These projects build on previous work that we have done 

collaboratively with the college, including: electrical resistivity 

tomography and temperature monitoring to assess the 

effectiveness of insulating culverts; developing a 

climate-resistant function plan for the Dempster Highway; 

assessing permafrost conditions under Front Street in Dawson 

City; and conducting risk assessment of infrastructure impacted 

by permafrost degradation in Ross River.  

Outside of our work with Yukon College, our department 

has also partnered with other stakeholders, such as 

Dr. Christopher Burn from Carleton University. Dr. Burn has 

studied the impacts of climate change on permafrost in the 

western Canadian Arctic — and particularly Mayo, Yukon — 

since the 1980s. Currently, we are working on a number of 

research initiatives through the northern transportation 

adaptation initiative — NTAI, which is a terrible acronym. I 

don’t like acronyms and I will avoid it. Through the northern 

transportation adaptation initiative, our department and 

research partners — Carleton University and the Northern 

Climate Exchange at Yukon College — have worked to 

understand the following: climate-related operation and 

maintenance costs for northern linear infrastructure — like 

roads, bridges and that type of thing; adaptations to 

maintenance practices to mitigate against climate-related 

hazards, such as washouts, sinkholes, and glaciation — we 

heard earlier about a specific sinkhole we are looking at; and 

engineering new solutions for constructing highways built on 

permafrost.  

Highways and Public Works also actively participates on a 

number of Canada-wide permafrost committees chaired by 

Transport Canada. I certainly hope that answers the member’s 

question.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that answer, 

because it does. 

Now, my second part to that question was: The projects are 

partly recoverable, so I’m interested in knowing — so this 

$1.4 million increase is due to this contribution agreement. 

What’s the cumulative total? Or what’s the total to be spent on 

this initiative? Is it multi-year? If so, how many multiples of 

years? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The money indicated in this 

supplementary is a recoverable amount that we’re going to get 

back from Ottawa to a certain percent. I will check with the — 

we’ll check back with our officials and find out what the 

recovery is. It’s often 50 or 75 percent. I’ll get that number and 

get back to the member opposite.  

Ms. Hanson: That was the part about the amount that’s 

recoverable.  

My other part of the question was: Is this a multi-year 

project? What’s the cumulative total that’s being spent in the 

Yukon on this northern transportation adaptation initiative for 

permafrost and climate change for the Yukon highway 

network? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m told that this project is one 

project. The project will be complete this construction season 

and we don’t have a final budget value for this project over the 

next season yet. This is for last year.  

Ms. Hanson: I did not understand that, understanding 

that this is the amount for the supplementary for this fiscal year. 

Is the minister indicating that it will continue into the next fiscal 

year? What I’m trying to do is get a cumulative total for the 

expenditures on this project for Yukon.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: This is money we asked for in the 

supplementary budget for last year. We’re now in the process 

of completing the work that we said we would with this money 

for this project for this last fiscal year we’re now concluding. 

Next year, we will finish the project. There will be more money 

for the project next year. I will get that information for the 

member opposite in the coming moments. We are waiting for 

that information — I will have it in a few minutes and I will get 

it to you — but we are continuing that next year and there will 

be more money in the next budget for this project. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. So, I will 

presume that it’s a two-year funding contribution agreement 

between Canada and the Yukon for this project. If that is 

incorrect, the minister can clarify. 

I would like to then move to the highway construction on 

the Alaska Highway — the amount of $1,367,000. There is a 

note here that, partly, the increase is resulting from moving 

forward more quickly, again, on restoration and permafrost 

remediation, which is $900,000 — and tendered higher than 

estimated for safety improvements through the Whitehorse 

project — $800,000. 

Could the minister clarify what the initial forecast was for 

the estimated safety improvements through the Whitehorse 

project? I am presuming that — and the minister can clarify if 

this is the — because I don’t want to presume — if he can 

clarify if this is the Range Road safety improvements, or if it is 

the Hillcrest intersection improvements. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The original pre-tender estimate for 

that project was $3 million. 

Ms. Hanson: The second part of the question, 

Mr. Deputy Chair? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Would the member opposite please 

repeat the second part of the question? 

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Deputy Chair, I had asked the minister 

if this was for the Range Road safety improvements — the 

highway where it intersects there, goes down there, those lights 

there — or, if we’re talking about the so-called safety 

improvements around the Hillcrest intersection. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The $3-million estimate was for the 

Range Road work that we did, not the tangible safety 

improvements we are making to the Alaska Highway in front 

of Hillcrest. 
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Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on 

Vote 55? 

Seeing none, we will now proceed to line-by-line debate.  

Mr. Kent: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request the 

unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

lines in Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works, 

cleared or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 55, 
Department of Highways and Public Works, cleared 
or carried  

Deputy Chair: Mr. Kent has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 55, Department of 

Highways and Public Works, cleared or carried, as required.   

Is there unanimous consent?  

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures  

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $104,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of nil agreed 

to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $104,000 agreed to 

Department of Highways and Public Works agreed to 

 

Deputy Chair: We will now proceed to Vote 51.  

Do members wish to take a five-minute break? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

five minutes. 

 

Recess  

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

The matter before the Committee is Vote 51, Department 

of Community Services, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

 

Department of Community Services  

Deputy Chair: Is there any general debate on Vote 51? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I would like to welcome today the 

Deputy Minister of Community Services, Matt King, and our 

Director of Finance, Mr. Phil MacDonald.  

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair, and thank you to the 

members of the Legislature for the opportunity to present the 

Department of Community Services Supplementary Estimates 

No. 2 for 2019-20. 

The operation and maintenance supplementary budget for 

Community Services includes additional support for the Arctic 

Winter Games 2020 Host Society. This was identified in my 

mandate letter, and as we see now, unfortunately, through the 

tribute we had today, we have had to cancel the games, yet there 

are still costs associated with that. I have spoken with the host 

society from the games, and they have let me know that they 

will keep me informed about how finances are progressing over 

the coming week and weeks.  

I am happy that we had taken the approach to direct some 

more funds there. Specifically, an additional $750,000 is 

identified for the Arctic Winter Games, bringing the Yukon’s 

total financial support for the games to $2.5 million.  

The other major issue under operation and maintenance 

that I’m going to note here in my opening remarks is addressing 

the final cost of the 2019 fire season. This past fall when we 

were sitting in the Legislature, we already knew — and we 

spoke of — the late-season fire in September around Ethel 

Lake. It was an extraordinary fire, one that even had pyroclastic 

clouds. I had never heard of them before here in the territory, 

and we know first-hand from the MLA for Mayo-Tatchun, who 

had been there working on that fire. I got reports about what 

that was like. Especially because of his history with the fire 

service, it was first-hand and well-informed. 

We understood the fire was there, but we still hadn’t tallied 

up all of the numbers. There are always some late-season 

charges that come in, and so those are coming through in this 

final supplementary budget. There’s an additional 

$4.48 million to address the costs related to late-season wildfire 

activity.  

One last thing that I will note under the operation and 

maintenance supplementary budget is that it also includes 

$410,000 for legal and financial due diligence work in 

examining the Yukon pension plan options for public sector 

employees. The total, or the additional for the operation and 

maintenance budget, is $5.95 million — an increase of 

$5.95 million.  

On the capital side, we have also tabled some reductions in 

capital. Largely this is due to timing of tenders and timing 

changes and some land development delays due to early-season 

cold weather. I think all of us can remember the big November 

snows that hit, and some of our work had to stop. In total, the 

supplementary budget proposed a capital decrease of 

$3.142 million. Specifically, this includes $434,000 to defer the 

purchase of a fire truck, $500,000 to reflect additional 

functional planning work required for the air tanker base 

replacement and a $2.2-million reduction in land planning and 

development due to late-season weather and scheduling of 

feasibility work that is ongoing. 

I’m happy to answer further questions about land 

development. Overall, we continue apace with land 

development in the territory, both here in Whitehorse and 

across our communities. We’re investing significant dollars. 

Even with this reduction, it was an overall significant budget in 

land development. 

With that, I’m happy to answer questions from the 

members opposite and look forward to the debate.  

Mr. Kent: I appreciate the minister’s opening remarks 

and I welcome the officials. As I mentioned during debate on 

Highways and Public Works, we will not have any questions in 

line by line for Community Services or any of the other 

departments.  

We will review the ministers’ opening statements. Critics 

will, either through letter or written questions submitted to the 
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Table, ask questions that we have with respect to this and with 

respect to the briefing packages that we received.  

Again, I thank the minister for his opening remarks and 

thank the officials for coming today. I will cede the floor to my 

colleague, the Member for Whitehorse Centre. 

Ms. Hanson: Actually, my daughter is a minister, but I 

am not a minister. 

Thank you. I do have a couple of questions for the minister. 

We will look forward, as he indicated, to getting a sense from 

him as soon as he is able to provide it to the House of the 

anticipated requirements to cover the unanticipated costs of the 

cancellation of the Arctic Winter Games, in addition to the 

$2.5 million, and how much of that will be covered by Canada. 

Under that same area in Community Development — I 

asked some of these questions of the minister’s officials in the 

briefing, but I think they are important. The reason I am raising 

the next couple that I am going to raise is because they are 

important for the public record in terms of the direction that the 

department is taking here.  

Under Community Operations, there is additional funding 

required to maintain the recycling fund. This, in brackets, says 

that it includes a time-limited recycling fund manager position, 

so the total amount is $250,000. The question is: Then how is 

it funded? The issue we often see is that we do a one time only, 

and then — too bad, so sad — another entity has to deal with it 

and find the money. This can cause problems — so, for the 

record, if the minister could just clarify for the Legislature what 

the intention is with respect to the ongoing work of a recycling 

fund manager position. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First, just if I may, I would like to 

say thank you to the Official Opposition. I will say that we’re 

always happy to take questions in a written form and answer 

them, but I will also say that the departments can answer 

questions better and faster here — it’s always better for them. I 

know how much work they do when we do written questions. 

I’m not declining the ability to — this is all good. I’m saying 

yes to all, but I am just acknowledging their work. I’m happy 

either way — just letting you know. Thank you. 

The second thing is that I will know that, through 

accommodation of federal bodies — CanNor, culture, 

immigration, Sport Canada, even translation — we got 

$1.6 million from the federal government on the Arctic Winter 

Games. I’m waiting for the dust to settle, but what I will say is 

that, at this point, I don’t believe I’m going back to the federal 

government. I think we have a lot of things to talk to the federal 

government about around sport, around many issues, so I’m not 

closing that door. At this point, I’m not necessarily anticipating 

that need, and the first step is really to support the Arctic Winter 

Games and just acknowledge the really great tributes that were 

given today by all folks in this Legislature for the host society. 

With respect to the recycling manager and the dollars that 

are going there, as members know, or I have spoken often 

about, the solid waste ministerial advisory committee — after 

we started work on garbage and our waste transfer stations, the 

second task that I asked the committee to look at largely was 

recycling. We have known that recycling currently is not in a 

sustainable place at all. The commodity markets are changing 

all the time. On the downside, we saw, through our recyclers, 

that they asked us to stop dealing with glass, because it was just 

ending up — at least non-refundable glass, I should be careful 

to say — it was ending up in the landfills, regardless. So, we 

had to take that step. I have been working with Highways and 

Public Works to see if we can come up with an alternative 

solution. The ministerial committee is working on that. 

On the upside, we just saw a system put in place over the 

last year or so to recycle textiles. It is actually a much bigger 

portion of our waste stream and a more challenging stream in 

our waste stream, because textiles take up a lot of volume in 

our landfills and they become a problem in our landfills. They 

are like mattresses or Styrofoam — a lot of air space — and 

they cause our landfills to fill up quickly, even though they 

don’t have a lot of mass. So, it was really great to get the baler 

and get that stream working through our recyclers here in the 

territory. 

The idea — I think it is two years’ worth of funding for a 

recycling manager — is to work really hard on our number one 

goal, which is extended producer responsibility. That goal is to 

work with a neighbouring province — likely British Columbia, 

or possibly Alberta — and to work with them to bring extended 

producer responsibility here into the territory. We hope that 

with that work, we will then be able to deal with some of our 

more challenging waste streams — for example, hazardous 

waste streams. If we are successful, our hope is then to get the 

recycling fund to a sustainable level, and so it really is meant to 

be a time-limited position, to do that work. I am not certain that 

we will be successful over time. There is a lot of work in front 

of us, but that was the whole intention of the time-limited 

funding. It was a very specific project that we thought would 

take a couple of years and would help out the really great team 

— well, there are two teams actually. There is the team at 

Environment that does great work and also the operations group 

at Community Services working on recycling and waste. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. Just to clarify, 

then — certainly, there has been a lot of discussion over the last 

three years, a number of years, on this EPR, and certainly at 

various conferences there have been representatives from BC 

and Alberta talking about their scale, which we don’t have, and 

the ability to work under the aegis of those. Is that what the 

minister is talking about — a transition of being under the aegis 

of either BC or Alberta’s EPR regime? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Indeed, the acronym that we tend 

to use for this extended producer responsibility is EPR. I will 

just explain that it is sort of our gold standard of the stewardship 

model where we ask industry to work up front to design a 

system where they are going to collect a product at the end of 

its life cycle and bring it back — even hopefully make it into a 

more circular economy.  

One of the things that tends to happen with all of the 

stewardship models — but especially the extended producer 

responsibility — is that it motivates our producers to design 

their systems so that there is less waste, more reduction so that 

reuse is possible and, if not, so that recycling is predesigned 

from the get-go.  
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When I started in this position, I thought that extended 

producer responsibility was a bridge too far for us. I was very 

happy to hear that it was possibly within our reach. I was 

excited to see how quickly it had been moving across the 

provinces. It is in the proximity of British Columbia and/or 

Alberta, which will allow us to hopefully work with them to 

become sort of a partner with them on it. It would be tough to 

imagine our economy of scale being able to get a full extended 

producer responsibility.  

The other thing that I will say is that all of these solutions 

that we’ve been working toward as a territory, as 

municipalities, and as this Solid-Waste Advisory Committee 

has been to try to address the fact that waste costs so much 

money. The more we can move from waste to recycling, the 

better; the more from recycling to reusing, the better; the more 

from reusing to reducing, the better. The Ecofiscal 

Commission, I believe, just did some analysis on a range of 

countries. Canada, among the other OECD — in a range of 

countries similar to Canada, Canada produces the most waste 

per person. It is about one tonne per person.  

We really do need to find a way to reduce, and extended 

producer responsibility is a great solution that we really want 

to work toward.  

Ms. Hanson: That’s encouraging to hear — very 

encouraging, actually.  

In the Corporate Policy and Consumer Affairs section, as 

the minister mentioned, there is $410,000 and I’m particularly 

interested in this. We know, over the last couple years, there 

have been discussions with respect to the northern employee 

benefits services. I’ve heard it expressed by municipal leaders 

the fact that municipal employees are not covered by the same 

kind of pension plan that the Yukon government — the kind of 

pension plans that Yukon and federal employees in the territory 

enjoy and that there are different systems — so they don’t have 

any. They had a different RRSP kind of model. Then we have 

the college and the Hospital Corporation with, again, different 

models.  

So, we’ve been aware that these discussions have been 

going on, so I was encouraged to see that there was funding to 

evaluate how to introduce and implement pension plan 

legislation in order to give those public sector employees 

working outside of the Yukon and federal government an 

option to join a multi-employer pension plan. This NEBS is in 

place in Nunavut and Northwest Territories.  

So, my question is: Who conducted the evaluation report? 

Can a copy be made available? I’m not asking for a copy of a 

legal opinion or client-solicitor opinion, but I think this is a 

public policy issue because of the fact that we know that 

municipal governments particularly have expressed an interest 

in this and being able to attract and retain and not lose their 

employees through the allure of better pensions — or actually, 

a pension — with either the territorial or federal government. 

So, whether it’s some sort of summary document or issued 

statement that would help facilitate all Members of the 

Legislative Assembly having a better understanding of what 

considerations and what issues may be at play here.  

Then secondly, I would be interested in hearing from the 

minister — since the money was spent to do this work — 

whether or not it’s anticipated that in fact there will be 

movement forward on northern employee benefits services.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just to back up for a second, the 

acronym I was trying to remember for Hansard was the 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development — 

so, those countries under that — the OECD was what I was 

referring to earlier. 

Just to make sure we’re all clear on language here, NEBS, 

as it’s sometimes called, is the northern employee benefits 

services plan, which exists in Nunavut and Northwest 

Territories at the moment. 

I’m going to share some information, and I suspect it won’t 

be as much as we wish right now because it’s still pretty 

preliminary, and I’m not sure — the work is ongoing, is what 

I’m trying to say, and I’m happy to get — I agree with the 

member opposite that we should share this information at a high 

level — general, not legal advice — but once I have it — but 

even that, I’ll share some of the things that we’re working on 

and give a sense of direction today, and as soon as the team has 

done some of its diligence work and I have something that I can 

share with the Legislature, I absolutely will. 

We are evaluating the possibility of introducing 

legislation, or whatever policy tool is required, that would 

enable pension plan options for territorial public sector 

organizations other than the territorial or federal governments. 

This might include employers such as Yukon College, Yukon 

Hospital Corporation, and also municipalities and First Nation 

governments — and, as it turns out, other non-profit employers. 

In conducting our due diligence, we are looking at options 

for how such a plan would be regulated in the Yukon, legal 

considerations, scope of legislation, how the plan would be 

governed, and how we would ensure that the plan is financially 

sound, affordable, and well-managed. 

As I mentioned, we know that the northern employee 

benefit services plan is in place in Northwest Territories and 

Nunavut, and as we consider whether to enact pension 

legislation here in the Yukon, due diligence is important to 

evaluate their plan to see how it might be an option for some 

Yukon employees and employers. I would also say that we are 

not married to any directions at this point; we are open in 

looking at solutions. 

I will also share, just at a high level, our sort of main two 

motivations. The first one is that we recognize that the benefits 

that pension legislation bring, for example, for municipal and 

First Nation governments and other public sector employees are 

important benefits. If there is a healthy and well-managed 

pension plan, it can improve recruitment and retention and 

provide greater security and peace of mind for employees, so it 

is a good thing. 

We also know that there has been an ongoing solvency 

question with both the college and the Hospital Corporation, 

and that has motivated us to seek a solution. Those are our main 

two drivers that we are working on, and I apologize that I am 

not able to share a more detailed report at this point. The work 
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is ongoing. I would be happy to share it once it has been made 

available to me.  

Ms. Hanson: The minister could probably anticipate 

that my next question would be: When we have a project 

ongoing, what is our target completion date? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It has been a question that 

challenged the government before us, and it has been an 

ongoing issue. I think that one of the reasons for that is that it 

is a difficult issue. What I will say is that the Premier has put it 

in my mandate, so that means that I am working diligently on 

it to try to achieve it, as per the direction given to me. 

I am a little reluctant to give a timeline because it still feels 

uncertain to me. When I sit down and get briefed by officials, I 

can hear that there are often still questions that are being posed, 

and so it is difficult for me today to give a timeline — just to 

say that I know that the department is working diligently on it, 

and I am tasked with getting an answer for us as a government 

and happy to share it once I get it. I am sorry that I don’t have 

a specific timeline in front of me. 

Ms. Hanson: It is convenient — the sun is on the 

minister, and so he has the spotlight on him right now. 

I will just keep it on this one for a second. I presume that, 

with municipalities, it is not as much of an issue, although there 

are some unionized staff, but where there are collective 

agreements like with Yukon Hospital Corporation and the 

college, are those impediments with respect to making a change 

from one form of coverage to another coverage? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I would not use the term 

“impediment” to talk about these unions. What I would say is 

that we recognize that the college, as the employer, has a 

relationship with the college employees — as through their 

employer-to-union relationship — and we support them to have 

that dialogue and to carry that out. Similarly, the hospital is the 

employer and has the relationship with its union, and we ask 

that they take the lead in dialoguing with their unions to find 

out which issues are resolvable, which issues are a challenge, 

and where solutions might lie — including, as I had mentioned 

earlier, that we’re not sold on a particular direction. For 

example, there is the northern employee benefits plan. That is 

an example, but it’s not the only example. We are happy to 

explore a range of options.  

We also, I would say, as an employer ourselves, have 

dialogue with our union — the Yukon Employees’ Union. They 

are aware of this ongoing dialogue. We have been in discussion 

with them as well for their perspectives. I think that there are 

existing pension committees across both organizations — the 

hospital and the college. I should say “the university”. The 

Premier got after me the other day. It is the hospital and the 

university. They are doing their due diligence right now. It is 

part of the work that is ongoing as we speak.  

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Deputy Chair, not to quibble, but I 

think we had a conversation yesterday. I am not sure that the 

Yukon University Act has been enacted. It is just another piece 

of legislation that we have passed, but we are not there yet. I 

believe it will be in May, but who knows? 

We have conversations that are going on, and that’s great. 

They have been going on for awhile.  

Can the minister tell us what analysis has been done of the 

Northwest Territories and Nunavut? How is NEBS working — 

the northern employee benefits services — in those two 

territories? Does that analysis show that there would be any 

concerns about applying it in the Yukon and whether or not 

there could be one pan-territorial plan that deals with the unique 

circumstances of northern — it looks to me that, if you have a 

pension plan, you would want to amalgamate. That is why the 

federal superannuation plan is so robust. It allows the kind of 

growth in that plan that federal employees enjoy, so I am just 

curious about any hesitancy. I don’t know what the glitches or 

qualms are, because I haven’t had that shared with me, so that’s 

what I am trying to understand. That is the challenge that I think 

most citizens would face as they try to figure out, well, why 

not? I don’t know. That is why I am asking.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I thank the member opposite for 

the reminder, so I will refer to it as the soon-to-be university.  

So, I’m just going to speak at a high level about some of 

the issues that exist as we review the northern employees 

benefits plan. I will start by saying that the member opposite is 

completely correct that there is an interest in growing plans 

because it just gives you that much more stability and volume, 

and so both sides would be motivated to consider the northern 

employee benefits plan because adding the Hospital 

Corporation and the college — Yukon College/university — if 

that were to happen, would be great news. So, people are 

interested in looking at it.  

What are the challenges? So, just again, at a high level, the 

challenges that exist — first of all, when you take an existing 

plan and try to merge it with existing pensions, it gets complex 

very quickly.  

If you had an existing plan and you were adding a new 

pension to it, it’s a lot simpler, and the issues mostly come 

around governance, and then you are looking to probably — 

possibly — amend legislation not only here in the Yukon but 

probably — possibly — in the other territories, so you have to 

coordinate. There are challenges, because our legislative 

framework is not exactly the same as the legislative framework 

in those territories whereas, when Nunavut was created, it 

largely grew from the legislative framework of the Northwest 

Territories, and so they were more aligned originally. 

There are challenges around even evaluating those 

pensions and how that evaluation is done. Ultimately, it also is 

true that we might have an opinion, the Hospital Corporation 

might have another opinion, their union might have another 

opinion — everybody would have a different perspective on the 

strengths and weaknesses of joining that potential existing 

pension system. So, those are some of the questions that need 

to be tackled.  

One of the things, when you are trying to evaluate them, is 

that you are trying to ensure comparable benefits for plan 

members. You need appropriate representation on decision 

bodies managing a plan. You need to allow for all those who 

have a stake as part of that pension to have a voice at that table. 

So, as I was mentioning, mergers, because of the complex 

nature of those mergers, they are not always supported. 
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Those are just some of the high-level conversations that 

I’ve heard in my briefings around the northern employee 

benefits system. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. One final 

question, I hope, on this is: Is it anticipated that there would be 

any requirement for any federal legislative changes to facilitate 

this? I’m just thinking of, in terms of our pension plans and 

their administration, some of the challenges there, and you do 

have unions that are not YEU, so I’m just curious. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Deputy Chair, the answer is 

sort of yes and no. The “no” part of it is that we don’t 

necessarily have to work with them, but we do work with them 

because — I believe the group is called the office of the 

superintendent of securities. We’re really working with them 

on the diligence piece, on the solvency question. That is really 

the question. If we get to a solution and then the superintendent 

of securities says, “Yes, you still haven’t solved the solvency 

question…” — well, we didn’t really arrive. That is why we are 

working closely with them, but it’s not necessary. At present, I 

haven’t heard of legislation that would need to be changed or 

amended for the solutions. Again, the diligence work is still 

being done. 

Ms. Hanson: I misspoke — that was the last question, 

but I do have one more. 

So, the minister said that this was part of his mandate letter. 

So, presumably, going by convention, the minister’s mandate 

is up in November. So, will this be done by November? 

Elections in Canada are on a four-year cycle. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: All I will say is that I’m working 

diligently. I have not thought about my mandate as four years; 

I have just thought about it as the time until the next election, 

because I don’t know when that is. I will not speculate. It is in 

my mandate. I am working hard to achieve it. 

Ms. Hanson: From pensions to fire trucks, can the 

minister confirm that there’s a fire truck replacement — as he 

mentioned, that was due to delays in the tendering process, so 

that was cancelled this fiscal year. The replacement is going to 

be required. My question is: Where is the replacement going to 

be put? Who is getting the fire truck? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I think the process typically is that 

the Fire Marshal’s Office does a prioritization based on where 

need is highest, and they rotate around. I believe the next one 

is slated for West Dawson. I will just confirm that. There is 

often a cascading of equipment, so when the oldest piece of 

equipment is retired, then, wherever the newest one goes, 

sometimes there’s juggling. It’s not always just a one-off move. 

It’s sometimes a domino effect, but I believe the next one in the 

queue is West Dawson. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. I do not recall 

— I’m just curious as to the next — the Whitehorse air tanker 

base “deferred to future years” — is that fiscal 2020-21 or some 

other year in the future? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I am going to give an answer to the 

best of my knowledge right now, and then I am going to 

confirm that. If I need to adjust my response for the member 

opposite, I will. 

The air tanker base is needed, but we are trying to 

coordinate it with this overall development that is happening up 

at the Whitehorse airport. It has had us pause to rethink, because 

we believe that we can get a better solution by coordinating 

with other work that is happening with Highways and Public 

Works. So, we still have a small amount in our budgets for 

doing that analysis and feasibility work. My recollection is that, 

in order to align everything, we are going to be starting two 

fiscal years from now — in other words, in 2022-23 — for that 

replacement. I now have that confirmation. It is 2022-23. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for clarifying that. 

I just want to confirm that the $2,208,000 decrease with 

respect to Community Development, Land Development — is 

it correct to understand that this is due to an inability to 

complete the land development of lots in Whistle Bend? I 

would also like to know whether or not there are any reductions 

in rural municipal land development included in that amount. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, in Whitehorse, it was 

Whistle Bend, and it was really about curbs, concrete, and 

things that we couldn’t pour at that temperature and at that time. 

It’s all happening as soon as our snow melts, so it’s a lapse in 

funding on last year’s budget; however, the work will still 

happen. 

Similarly, we had some outdoor construction activity in 

our communities that was of a similar nature. The split is just 

over $1 million in our rural development, and $1.1 million in 

Whitehorse. It’s about 50-50. As I understand it, the total for 

land development for the current fiscal year, 2019-20, 

including these reductions, will be $26.5 million in land 

development. It’s still a very significant budget, and I want to 

just emphasize that this is basically a timing issue for weather, 

and we’ll be picking that up. As the Premier has noted, I think 

our budget for this year is $27 million in land development, 

both in Whitehorse and in the communities. 

Ms. Hanson: I know that the minister is really good at 

math, but he just told me that, for 2019-20, it would be 

$26.5 million, but the revised vote for 2019-20 is 

$27.126 million. Can he clarify the difference there? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Deputy Chair, I will thank the 

member opposite for that compliment. 

The reason is that I am talking about the dollars that are 

going purely to the land development. That is $26.5 million. 

There is always some overhead with the department and some 

of the administrative work. That is the difference that we are 

talking about here, as I understand it.  

There may be another question. I will get up and answer it 

if I haven’t explained that properly. 

Ms. Hanson: I don’t want to quibble, but this is the 

capital budget. I would have thought that administration was 

O&M.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer to that is that, in our 

departments, including Community Services, when we are 

talking about capital dollars, the overhead of those capital 

dollars — the administrative fees — are seen as capital budget 

items, so they actually are there.  

When we were looking at how we described, for example, 

the budget highlights for this upcoming year’s budget, we just 
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pulled back and said, “Here are the dollars that are going 

straight to the development work.” We didn’t announce the 

administrative costs, but there is always a small percentage that 

goes to those administrative costs, and that would be a full part 

of the assessment.  

It also includes dollars for assessments. When we pay the 

assessors to come and value the properties, it is in that 

overhead. It also includes the planning costs. Sometimes we are 

doing the planning when we are talking about our communities. 

It is typically us as the planners. Sometimes we are working 

with the City of Whitehorse planners and they are doing the 

planning. It is different, depending on which community we are 

talking about. 

Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on 

Vote 51, Community Services? 

Seeing none, we will proceed with line-by-line debate. 

Ms. Hanson: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request 

the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

lines in Vote 51, Department of Community Services, cleared 

or carried, as required.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51, 
Department of Community Services, cleared or 
carried 

Deputy Chair: Ms. Hanson has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 51, Department of 

Community Services, cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $5,952,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures underexpenditure in the 

amount of $3,142,000 agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $2,810,000 agreed 

to 

Department of Community Services agreed to 

 

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is 

Vote 8, Department of Justice, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Five minutes — and the bells will ring. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order.  

The matter before the Committee is Vote 8, Department of 

Justice, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20. 

 

Department of Justice  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I would like to welcome to the floor 

of the Legislative Assembly today, to assist with any questions 

that may come up regarding the Justice supplementary budget, 

Deputy Minister John Phelps and Director of Finance Luda 

Ayzenberg, who have been to the House before, but I would 

like to welcome them today. I note that this is the opportunity 

for us to answer any questions that may come as a result of the 

supplementary budget involving the Department of Justice, and 

I look forward to questions. 

Mr. Cathers: As the Official Opposition House Leader 

alluded to earlier in debate, we will not be asking questions 

during the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 debate. We will 

save policy questions for debate on the budget mains. This is 

due to the fact that this budget bill includes $4.6 million for the 

Hospital Corporation, and we want to expedite debate on this 

bill so that funding can be approved and provided. 

Ms. Hanson: I do have a few questions with respect to 

the Department of Justice, Supplementary Estimates No. 2. I 

have a couple of questions because I see in a number of areas 

— I don’t have an organization chart and I don’t have a sense 

of what these services are. My question to the minister is — it 

says a $601,000 change — an increase for ongoing internal 

transfers to Management Services from other program areas. 

My question is: Is this for future years? Is this a rebasing of 

salary dollars? Is this what is intended? Will we see 

Management Services — revised vote — the base would be 

$4,856? I guess, if it is an ongoing internal transfer — why do 

it annually? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you for the question. 

Management services is a portion of the department or a part of 

the Department of Justice. I have confirmed with officials that 

we will provide you with an organization chart, so that will be 

of some assistance. I’m sorry that it hasn’t been provided 

before. I think that often we try to do that at the briefing, where 

we will make a note to continue to try to do that at the briefing, 

if it has altered.  

The total of the internal transfer to Management Services 

incorporates a couple of different moves. They are all related to 

personnel. For instance, in one of them, $107,000 of that total 

transfer involves the transfer of a policy development officer 

who used to exist in Court Services, but who now reports 

through Management Services. So, it is the moving of that 

position. 

It is the only one of the other six that involves funding for 

what was previously an unfunded position. Unfortunately, 

government has, in the past, had a number of positions that 

were not properly funded. In the interest of aligning the FTEs 

or the persons in positions within the department for better 

transparency and accountability, we have determined that these 

funds are necessary to align with the positions that have already 

existed. There is $35,000 as a transfer to fund the previously 

unfunded records indexer position that is a 0.5 FTE. There is 

$89,000 involved in this transfer to fund the unfunded network 

administrator. That is a 1.0 FTE. There is $89,000 in that 

transfer to fund the unfunded human resource consultant. That 

is a 1.0 FTE that may have been previously elsewhere in the 
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department. There is $85,000 transferred to fund the ATIPP 

coordinator, which is a 1.0 FTE, and $103,000 in this transfer 

to fund an unfunded policy development officer — 1.0 FTE.  

These are not new positions. These are positions that have 

been previously in the department where people have been 

working, but no absolute funds have been attached to the 

payment for those positions. For greater transparency, that is 

clearly necessary.  

Sorry, the last one is $93,000 in this transfer to fund the 

unfunded communications officer — 1.0 FTE. I have already 

noted the Court Services transfer to Management Services. 

I think that in the question as well, Mr. Deputy Chair, there 

was a question regarding why we do this every year. This is an 

exercise that took place this year only. Of course, budgets have 

been aligned so that these positions will no longer be unfunded 

and will be properly accounted for, but this is not something we 

would do every year. 

If there is something similar that the member opposite is 

thinking of from last year, she can point that out, and we can 

probably get an answer. But this is a one-time opportunity to 

make the department more accountable and to actually have 

money attached to positions and people when they’re working.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister. I have no problem 

with the notion of regularizing positions and making sure that 

the appropriate dollars are there for the appropriate FTEs. My 

question was — now that this is done in 2021, that we won’t 

see that again, because this has been done. So, it’s a rebasing of 

the amount for Management Services so that whatever that is 

and whatever COLA or whatever attracts would be what we 

would see going forward as opposed to something else that 

talks about it and other complicated transfers.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I hope I’m getting this right. This is 

a one-time transfer into Management Services. I think I’m 

understanding the question in that it won’t be shown again as it 

is here in the supplementary budget because it will exist in the 

mains for 2020-21 in the line item under Management Services 

as part of the general salaries for individuals who work at the 

department. 

Ms. Hanson: Back in the day, I think we would have 

called it just the A-base and that was — this is the new A-base 

for this.  

So, I get the gist of what’s happening here in terms of 

trying to regularize this. It would be helpful to have — if the 

minister wants to, she can read into the record where these 

changes have occurred because the next one is another decrease 

of $603,000 to regularize from Court Services to other 

programs. The next one is $73,000, and then there is another 

one of these ongoing transfers of almost $400,000 to regulatory 

from other program areas. 

So, it would be helpful to get a sense just to sort of see how 

that organization chart — when we get the organization chart 

— what came from where. So, if they could just do that flow 

chart and then she wouldn’t have to get into the details of trying 

to follow it on a mental map. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am happy to do that. I think I 

understand. I want to make sure that I am not taking too much 

time, but I am also happy to note the changes through the O&M 

and then the capital for Justice. 

I will just deal with the O&M right now. There is $601,000 

in the supplementary budget, which is a transfer to 

Management Services. There is a lapse of $603,000 attached to 

Court Services, and I can explain each of them, if that is helpful. 

There is $73,000, which is supplementary expense through 

Legal Services. The $420,000 is attached to a supplementary 

request from Legal and Regulatory Services, and there is a 

$125,000 lapse attached to Community Justice and Public 

Safety. If it is of use, I am happy to note what each of those are 

for. Those are for a total of $366,000, which is the total O&M 

vote being requested. 

As I noted, on the $601,000, there were a number of 

positions changed. I have read into the record the amount for 

each of those. I can repeat that, if necessary, but I can move on 

to the $603,000 lapse from Court Services and indicate that is 

$196,000 of that, which is a transfer from court operations. 

There is a $284,000 transfer from Assistant Deputy Minister of 

Court Services and senior administrative assistant positions 

over to Court and Regulatory Services — so that was a 

restructure in the department. There is a $108,000 of that 

transfer of a policy development officer from Court Services to 

Management Services — again, to align the work — and 

$15,000 of that $603,000 is a transfer to Court and Regulatory 

Services to fund the Investigation and Standards Office, which 

is also known as ISO. That’s the $603,000 lapse from Court 

Services. 

The increase of $73,000 with respect to Legal Services 

involves an ongoing increase of $73,000 for the access-to-

justice agreement with the Yukon Public Legal Education 

Association. These funds are 100-percent recoverable from the 

Government of Canada. 

The increase of $22,000 — I don’t know if I added those 

up properly — as part of the $420,000 increase, $22,000 of it 

was an increase given to the coroner’s office in a one-time 

funding for the community coroners workshop, and the funding 

is 100-percent recoverable from the Government of Canada. 

The other remaining items in the $420,000 is a $284,000 

transfer to the director’s office from Court Services for the 

director of Court and Regulatory Services and administrative 

assistant positions — other expenses: $99,000 transfer to move 

the Investigations and Standards Office from Community 

Justice and Public Safety to Regulatory Services, and $15,000 

of it was a transfer to cover other expenses of the ISO, or the 

Investigations and Standards Office, from Court Services. 

I think that’s the total. I’m not sure if I have addressed the 

$125,000. 

There was an increase for the family information liaison 

unit, a one-time increase of $285,000 for the 2019-20 fiscal 

year to Victim Services for the family information liaison unit, 

and that funding is 100-percent recoverable from the 

Government of Canada. The family information liaison unit 

provides centralized coordinated supports for families of 

missing and murdered indigenous women and girls to access 

information related to their loved one’s case. I think the 
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member opposite is familiar with that, and we were very 

pleased to see that funding continue. 

The Government of Canada provided the Government of 

Yukon with $285,000 per year for both 2017-18 and 2018-19 

fiscal years. Originally, the funding for the family information 

liaison unit — sometimes called FILU — programs was limited 

to a two-year period at that time, in order to provide service 

during the mandate of the time frame of the national inquiry. 

In June of 2018, the Government of Canada announced a 

one-year extension of funding for the FILU unit programs 

across Canada. This extension was to coincide with the release 

of the final report. Now the additional funding has come as 

well. In December of 2019, the Government of Canada 

announced a three-year extension of the family information 

liaison units from April 2020 to March 31, 2023. Officials in 

the Department of Justice are now working with the 

government to determine the level of funding and the extension 

for the future years — so that accounts for that.  

A decrease exists in the amount of $14,000, which is a 

decrease of the 2019-20 time-limited funding for the 

independent legal advice pilot project, funded by Canada. 

These funds are 100-percent recoverable from the Government 

of Canada. The pilot was funded by the Government of Canada 

for the 2019-20 and 2020-21 fiscal years. The funding decision 

was made in August 2019. An agreement was signed between 

the Government of Yukon and Government of Canada in 

September of last year — 2019. The Government of Canada 

will provide the Government of Yukon with $226,000 in 

funding for the 2019-20 fiscal year, which is a slight decrease 

from the originally anticipated budget of $240,000, so that is 

the decrease that is noted.  

In 2020-21, the Government of Canada will provide 

$250,000 to the Government of Yukon. The individual legal 

advice pilot project will provide independent legal advice to 

victims of intimate partner violence and sexualized violence. 

Victims will be able to access specially trained lawyers to 

discuss their case at any point in the process, including during 

pre-charge and trial. Advice will assist victims in making 

informed legal choices as they proceed through that process. 

The project will also support training for service providers 

focused on the unique dynamics inherent to sexualized violence 

and intimate partner violence. The independent legal advice 

pilot project will assist justice professionals in understanding 

the complex legal framework surrounding sexualized violence 

and assault and developing case law in relation to consent. We 

are very pleased to be able to support this program and pleased 

that the Government of Canada is assisting us in doing so.  

Lastly, with respect to the notes I have made, there has 

been an internal transfer of $396,000 broken down, from 

Community Justice and Public Safety, as follows: a $99,000 

transfer to move the Investigation and Standards Office from 

Community Justice and Public Safety into the Regulatory 

Services branch of the Department of Justice; and $297,000 to 

transfer from Community Justice and Public Safety to 

Management Services, as I’ve noted earlier, to fund the 

unfunded positions. I hope that is the detail that has been asked 

for.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that detail. I will 

look forward to reviewing it. One final question on this O&M 

section is — she mentioned these other programs that are 

recoverable from Canada, and several of them have had 

extensions, but in the $73,000 for the access-to-justice 

agreement, is that time-limited? If so, what is the term? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The Yukon Public Legal Education 

Association is funded by the Yukon government, but that 

funding is 100-percent recoverable from Canada. Their total 

budget is about $163,000, and the $73,000 that I noted is an 

increase for the access-to-justice agreement with the funding 

increase from the federal government, and it will be ongoing. 

We expect that to be continued into the future. There is no term 

on it, and it is an increase, understanding that the Yukon Public 

Legal Education Association required an increase.  

The funding for the Yukon Public Legal Education 

Association — and information is provided to the Government 

of Yukon from the federal government, as I have said, and there 

is an agreement under their access-to-justice services. In 2019, 

the Government of Canada increased its funding to all 

provinces and territories for this important initiative and 

service. 

The Government of Yukon was pleased to direct this 

funding to the Yukon Public Legal Education Association so 

that it may better serve Yukoners through increased access to 

the Law Line, and as you may know, they operate the Law Line 

and other educational activities and legal services in the 

territory. The funding from the Government of Canada for 

Yukon public legal education and information has been limited 

for many years to about $70,000, and this is recognition that it 

is not sufficient. New funding now brings the total to just over 

$163,000 — so, expect that to continue on into the future. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. It is good to 

know that it is an ongoing increase for the Yukon Public Legal 

Education Association.  

Then I look at the adult and young offenders corrections 

management reduction of $900,000 from said corrections case 

management system project. I don’t know what the system 

project is and if there are any details. First of all, what was the 

budget? It was reduced by $900,000. What was the total 

budget? Does that $900,000 reduction represent — just because 

it was completed, or it was deferred? Where is it at? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The $900,000 that existed in the 

Department of Justice budget was a request from the adult and 

youth correctional services and the facilities management 

system for a project that would be electronic case management 

and services that are not currently existing in the department 

with respect to how those case-managed files can be managed. 

It represents a joint project between the Department of Justice 

and the Department of Health and Social Services, which the 

members may well know is responsible for a number of youth 

justice initiatives. 

The Department of Justice and the Department of Health 

and Social Services will continue to work closely with the 

Information and Communications Technology branch of the 

Department of Highways and Public Works and the external 

contractors to complete this project in the allotted time. 
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What is happening here is that the project is being 

rethought, if I can say it that way — thought that the initial 

budget was quite extensive. The three departments are 

regrouping in order to determine options going forward on how 

we might achieve the necessity of an appropriate and well-

planned file management system, but that work has not been 

completed to date. 

It is the view of our department — and, I assume, the others 

— that we should be rethinking this particular project and how 

we might achieve what is needed. This is a project that has been 

on the books for quite awhile. Frankly, the concern regarding 

the cost of it was part of the opportunity to rethink how to spend 

taxpayers’ money and still achieve the necessary issues and file 

management systems for the department. It’s a critical initiative 

and will require new scoping, and it will therefore not be in 

production this fiscal year. The Department of Justice is 

identifying $900,000 of the earmarked funds as a lapse in 

funding for the 2019-20 fiscal year. It’s recommended that 

these funds can be offset from the current approved budget 

going forward. It was anticipated, following the project 

development in 2018 and request for proposals, that the 

Department of Justice would be in a position to begin the 

development and implementation of an electronic file 

management and correctional case management system, but 

that has not, in fact, occurred. The estimated cost for the project, 

following the request for proposals, was significantly higher 

than originally estimated. As a result, the decision from the 

Department of Justice was to not proceed with the product that 

was identified and to regroup and determine how we can meet 

the necessities of this case management system. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that response. 

Could the minister tell us, then, the original estimate versus the 

forecast that she received? What is the target now, given the 

fact that this has been deemed too costly, and the target for 

completion? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I want to make sure that I get this 

right. It was a bit of a surprise to all of us, but the original 

$900,000 — as you can see — was earmarked for us to proceed 

with this. Some of the budget that came back to us was about 

$6.5 million for what was being proposed by the individual 

attendees. We did not proceed with that, clearly, because in 

addition to that, there was a concept of about $300,000 a year 

for maintenance to deal with that system. I think that, all in all, 

it’s probably larger and more in-depth than what is 

contemplated or needed. It was in and around the $9 million 

mark over a period of time, and so reset and regrouping were 

determined to be the case.  

There is still about $100,000 in 2019-20 for the exploration 

and the work on the project to continue. We expect that this will 

be the case, but it was obvious to us that a reset was necessary. 

I don’t think that we were maybe speaking the same language 

for what was needed for that project and what was being 

proposed.  

Ms. Hanson: I understand that there was $100,000 in 

2019-20 to continue or pull together the exploration work on 

this project. Is that with a view then to a new target date for 

retendering this year or sometime in the future?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Yes. The work will be redone by the 

departments that I mentioned in partnership with and led by the 

Department of Justice. Then a budget request will have to come 

forward with respect to that. We had approximately $1 million 

in the 2019-20 budget; $900,000 of it is appropriately lapsing. 

The $100,000 will remain. There is nothing in the future of — 

in the 2021 budget for instance, directly related to this project 

because that legwork needs to be done and a request will have 

to come forward separately.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. Can she 

confirm that the $55,000 increase for the coroner’s cooler is the 

finalization of the work for the upgrades that had been 

identified several years ago as being necessary for the morgue? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The existing two-person cooler at 

the coroner’s morgue is in need of replacement. Refurbishing 

on the existing cooler was completed in 2017 to keep it running 

until a replacement was acquired.  

So, initially there was some work — refurbishing — done, 

but due to an increase in the Yukon population and a resulting 

increase in deaths per year, not only does the existing cooler — 

which is approximately 20 years old — need to be replaced due 

to failing parts, but a cooler with increased capacity is required.  

The equipment was ordered in the fiscal year of 2018-19. 

However, installation did not begin until June of 2019. Due to 

the time constraints and a long delivery time for the specialized 

equipment, the project was substantially completed in 

September 2019, with an increase to the cost of $55,000.  

Ms. Hanson: Just finally, that completes the work that’s 

necessary to modernize the morgue that has been discussed in 

previous budgets? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: It does in this phase. We certainly 

are continuing to work with the corner’s office with respect to 

appropriate office space and ultimately some concepts of an 

appropriate or modernized morgue, office space, and service 

area for the coroner in which to work. The one we currently 

have is somewhat older, but is working due to the 

refurbishment, and the updated equipment is working well at 

this time — but always keen to make sure that all of the 

necessary equipment needed by the coroner is as modern as 

possible.  

There is nothing in the budget upcoming for next year or 

in this one. This has been substantially completed, but it is an 

ongoing conversation that we have with the chief coroner. 

Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on 

Vote 8, Department of Justice? 

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate.  

Ms. Hanson: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request 

the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

lines in Vote 8, Department of Justice, cleared or carried, as 

required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 8, 
Department of Justice, cleared or carried 

Deputy Chair: Ms. Hanson has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 8, Department of Justice, 

cleared or carried, as required. 
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Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures  

Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the amount 

of $366,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Capital Expenditures underexpenditure in the amount of 

$1,064,000 agreed to 

Total Expenditures underexpenditure in the amount of 

$698,000 agreed to 

Department of Justice agreed to 

 

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is 

Vote 10, Public Service Commission, in Bill No. 201, entitled 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: We will recess for 10 minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

The matter before the Committee is Vote 10, Public 

Service Commission, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20.  

 

Public Service Commission 

Deputy Chair: Is there any general debate?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I have with me this afternoon my 

deputy, Pam, and my finance person, Kim. I hope you welcome 

them. They are here to provide me with support, and I 

appreciate them being here this afternoon. I also appreciate the 

opportunity to speak about the Public Service Commission’s 

2019-20 supplementary estimates. 2019-20 has been a year of 

positive change for the Public Service Commission and its 

supplementary budget reflects that.  

Mr. Deputy Chair, as it continues to implement its vision 

of strategic government-wide leadership, the Public Service 

Commission has led the development of a four-year plan for the 

public service known as the People Plan. This plan is a whole-

of-government approach to the way we work together. It is 

intended to guide the way we recruit, retain, and sustain the 

public service.  

A modernized Public Service Commission is needed to 

deliver on the People Plan. We began implementing a more 

modern structure earlier this year with the establishment of the 

Human Resource Service Centre division.  

The Public Service Commission has reorganized the 

remaining nine of its branches into groupings that make more 

sense for the way we work today, in 2020. These new groupings 

include a corporate services program and two new divisions in 

addition to the service centre division. These are the people and 

culture and the employee relations areas. 

So, Mr. Deputy Chair, why was it necessary for the Public 

Service Commission to reorganize? Well, the old structure had 

not been comprehensively reviewed in more than 25 years. 

Modern human resource management as a discipline has 

transformed and requires human resource leadership that is 

integrated, adaptive, solution-focused, and supported by 

evidence-based decisions to address the complex human 

resource challenges facing all employers — including the 

government. 

The structure of the Public Service Commission was no 

longer effective for how we need to work and to serve 

employees and departments today. It created silos and, in some 

cases, may actually have inhibited employees in the human 

resource community receiving the coordinated, integrated 

services and support that they need. 

The structure also did not promote a focus on employee 

relations in a culture of learning and development, well-being, 

and support. As a result, at the same time as developing the 

People Plan, the Public Service Commission undertook a year-

long review of its structure and collaboration with employees 

and other departments to determine what the best approach 

would be to reflect a modern central agency for human 

resources. 

The new, modernized Public Service Commission can 

deliver the People Plan. More importantly, the modernized 

structure of this Public Service Commission provides more 

logical groupings so that teams can more effectively collaborate 

and use their expertise to help people. In real terms, a modern 

Public Service Commission is able to do a better job of 

supporting the needs of the human resource community and 

employees. Through collaboration and improved program 

service groupings, the Public Service Commission’s new 

structure takes an integrated case management and solutions-

focused approach to solving problems, both corporate and 

individual, and to delivering services. 

This approach and this structure will improve the 

employee experience and set the stage for a healthier, well-

supported public service that is better able to deliver programs 

and services to the public. 

The department is now organized into three divisions and 

a corporate services area. The divisions are: the Human 

Resource Service Centre, an existing division which leads the 

development of holistic, integrated human resource systems 

and processes; Employee Relations, a new division that better 

aligns the existing branches of Labour Relations, Health, Safety 

and Well-Being, and Respectful Workplace Office to foster an 

integrated approach to supporting psychologically and 

physically safe, healthy, and respectful workplaces; and a new 

People and Culture division that is responsible for 

implementing the People Plan. In this division, we also created 

a new Diversity and Inclusion branch, which leads 

implementation of the Breaking Trail Together plan to support 

reconciliation and a representative public service. 

We have also created a People Metrics, Analytics and 

Projects branch, which supports a foundational piece of the 

People Plan, which is to support human resource systems 

development, data analytics, human resource analytics, and 

reporting. 
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The Corporate Services program provides strategic, 

senior-level advice and recommendations on departments and 

government-wide issues related to human resource 

management, policy and planning, and financial and 

administrative matters.  

A fifth area of funding was also established — the 

corporate funds program. It is a consolidation of two previously 

existing service areas: employee future benefits and the 

workers’ compensation payments. It provides funds for these 

non-discretionary government-wide programs provided by 

Yukon government as employer and distinguishes them from 

funds related to the Public Service Commission’s operational 

activities. 

In making these changes, the Public Service Commission 

has been fiscally responsible. The Public Service Commission 

is using a portion of savings from recent measures implemented 

to control employee future benefits liabilities and service costs 

to fund the organizational changes of other forced-growth 

budget pressures. 

Just as the changes that the PSC is implementing are 

anticipated to support reconciliation and result in improved 

effectiveness in delivering human resource services across 

government, they have also resulted in a net $1.5-million 

decrease in total operation and maintenance and capital funding 

required to March 31. 

I look forward to speaking in more detail about the positive 

changes being implemented to the Public Service Commission 

during debate on the 2020-21 operation and maintenance and 

capital main estimates. 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair, for this opportunity to share 

the details of the Supplementary Estimates No. 2 for the Public 

Service Commission. I will now open the floor up for questions. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for his opening 

remarks and for his comments with respect to the organization 

by reporting structure.  

If the minister could provide us with total FTEs for each of 

the three divisions, for Corporate Services, and for the 

corporate funds grouping, that would be helpful. If he could 

identify for us where — now that we have a people plan — we 

see the performance metrics for that people plan.  

We have a broad statement about change, and I’m sure that 

we welcome that, but as the minister will know, we all have a 

clear desire to have clear and accountable performance metrics 

for all of the aforementioned directorates that he has identified 

under each of the divisions.  

For example, we would look at the kinds of performance 

metrics with respect to respectful workplaces, trends over time, 

labour relations, grievances, and that kind of thing. I say this 

because there are no statistics provided anywhere and certainly 

not with the main estimates that we receive for the Public 

Service Commission. We have nothing to make any assessment 

about anything, and that’s difficult for Members of the 

Legislative Assembly. I know that the minister would want us 

to have that kind of information to raise informed questions 

without having to guess.  

When we see a $2,415,000 decrease in employee future 

benefits — annual service cost requirements reflected in the 

most recent actuarial evaluation — is that as a result of a change 

in the demographic trend for public servants? How was he able 

to ascertain that those future benefits will not be required and 

that they could then be deployed or redeployed into salary 

dollars? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy 

Chair. FTEs — Corporate Services will be 12; People and 

Culture will be 33.4; HR Service Centre will be 53; and in 

Employee Relations, there will be 27.  

The second question had to do with performance metrics 

and I am very glad the Member for Whitehorse Centre brought 

up performance metrics. Part of the problem with the aged 25-

year-old Public Service Commission — and I’ve talked about 

it an awful lot — is our inability to access statistics to actually 

be able to figure out what is happening across the board. With 

the changes that we have made to the Public Service 

Commission in this reorganization, we are going to set up a 

metrics division or metrics branch that will actually be able to 

analyze some of the human resource stats data that we have 

across government. Currently, accessing them is very, very 

laborious and difficult to tease out of all of the information that 

we have squirreled away throughout government.  

The analytics branch is going to simplify that as part of our 

investments in new information technology and to be able to 

pull the information and the data that government holds and has 

held for a long time — and has really neglected — into the 

forefront. Through that effort, we are going to start to 

implement some performance metrics for the department. So, 

more to come on that request. 

As far as statistics — the statistics on the department that 

the Member for Whitehorse Centre refers to are contained in 

the mains. They are for the Public Service Commission. We 

have those pullout statistics. We will have them for the member 

opposite. There was a problem loading them on to the Finance 

website, I have been told. So, we will get that information to 

the member opposite. 

Now, the actuarial trend was the last piece that we had on 

employee future base benefits, and that is based on the good 

work of actuaries — those actuarial calculations consist of a 

leave liability decrease, based on severance costs related to the 

Yukon Teachers’ Association collective agreement. We 

negotiated a recent collective agreement with the YTA last 

year. It dealt with several long-standing problems with 

teachers. We wanted a progressive settlement with the teachers 

and I was happy that we were able to reach that agreement, 

which included a change to the way in which severance was 

calculated. We actually made sure that we wanted to pay our 

civil servants — in this case, teachers — to stay with the 

government, not pay them to leave. So, we actually reached a 

settlement with them that was, I think, really fair and decent, 

and I am really happy that we reached that agreement. We also 

had extended health care for retirees and a pension buyback due 

to trends.  

That is where those employee future benefits savings came 

from. 

Ms. Hanson: There will no doubt be more questions in 

those areas as well. 
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Can the minister please provide some details as to the 

number of labour relations adjudications in total for the fiscal 

year 2019-20, the number of adjudications the $90,000-

increase represents, and the total expenditure for Labour 

Relations adjudications? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I have an answer, but just before I 

begin, did the Member for Whitehorse Centre say “labour 

relations coms”? No?  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Adjudications. Thank you. I was 

having a hard time hearing that, so I just wanted to make sure. 

Adjudications — absolutely right — is what I was discussing 

with my officials here.  

What that sum covers are three years’ worth of 

adjudication services provided by the federal government that 

they did not bill us for. We have now worked out the billing 

and we have now paid the bills that were owed for adjudication 

services that the feds provided over the last three years. That is 

what that sum amounts to. 

Ms. Hanson: The total then for adjudications is $90,000 

over the last three years. Can I ask for the number of 

adjudications that this covered? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I do not have the number of 

adjudications at this moment, but I will endeavour to get that 

number for the member opposite.  

Ms. Hanson: There is a $474,000 increase for collective 

agreement general increases and section M market adjustments. 

Can the minister tell us the split between the collective 

agreement general increases and the section M market 

adjustment? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy 

Chair. It is a seemingly easy question that is very difficult to 

break down. But having spoken to my officials, they do not 

have that information to hand, but they will endeavour to get 

you an answer for that, but it will be difficult to tease out, but 

we will work very hard to get you an answer to that question.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that and I 

appreciate the officials providing that information.  

I also have a question with respect to a section in market 

adjustments. I would be interested if the minister could outline 

the criteria for these market adjustments for section M — which 

I’m assuming is “management”. What portion of these market 

adjustments are due to increments in cost of living adjustments? 

What portion of it is related — what percentage is performance-

based? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The number that we’re referring to 

today in this supplementary budget for 2019-20 does not 

include performance pay. That’s not part of that figure. That is 

just the market adjustment figure, and that was — we’re 

looking to confirm it. We believe it was 1.85 percent, which 

was the market adjustment for managers last year. 

Ms. Hanson: So, no doubt, when we have an 

opportunity in the mains, we’ll come back and ask the questions 

with respect to the determination at risk or performance 

bonuses for management.  

My last question for now — when I see a human resources, 

public service, people organization — whatever you want to 

call it — having lapsed funds in accommodation equipment — 

this is workplace accommodation, I am presuming — I am 

concerned. I would be interested in knowing what the total 

budget for workplace accommodation is within the Public 

Service Commission and how widely — because I have had 

casework over the last number of years with respect to 

workplace accommodation issues and denials of those. So, I’m 

curious as to how workers who require workplace 

accommodation are made aware of and how to avail themselves 

of workplace accommodation measures that entail costs to the 

employer.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: All right, so disability management 

accommodation — getting people back to work — something 

that is very important to me. I know how important it is when 

you have been injured or you have some sort of calamity. You 

find yourself unable to perform the duties of the job that you 

once performed and you’re trying to get back into the 

workforce and trying to accommodate. That is important. 

That’s one of the reasons why we have reorganized and put 

disability management, workplace safety labour relations, and 

respectful workplace into one agency now so they can all sort 

of work together, because they’re all doing very similar work 

and we’re hoping to have more success on all those three fronts 

through this new integration that we’ve just put into place. 

As far as the budget itself — the budget for the 

accommodation equipment, really, is what we’re talking about. 

This would be sit-stand desks and other pieces of equipment. It 

was $20,000; we’ve decreased it by $16,000 to $4,000. We’ve 

done that because, frankly, those pieces of what was once 

specialized equipment are now becoming routinely used 

throughout government, and there wasn’t much uptake for that 

equipment, because departments are actually using that 

equipment in their normal business. So, there wasn’t a need for 

this budget anymore, so we reduced it to $4,000. That’s what 

we’ve done. 

Deputy Chair: Is there any more general debate on Vote 

10, Public Service Commission? 

Seeing none, we will proceed with line-by-line debate.  

Ms. Hanson: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request 

the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

lines in Vote 10, Public Service Commission, cleared or 

carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 10, 
Public Service Commission, cleared or carried 

Deputy Chair: Ms. Hanson has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 10, Public Service 

Commission, cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance underexpenditure of 

$1,595,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 
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Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $75,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures underexpenditure in the amount of 

$1,520,000 agreed to 

Public Service Commission agreed to 

 

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is 

Vote 54, Department of Tourism and Culture, in Bill No. 201, 

entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

10 minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: I will now call Committee of the Whole 

to order. 

The matter before the Committee is Vote 54, Department 

of Tourism and Culture, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20. 

 

Department of Tourism and Culture  

Deputy Chair: Is there any general debate? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair. It is 

my pleasure to welcome the Director of Corporate Services, 

Philippe Mollet. Thank you so much for all you do for our 

department and thank you for being here today. It is my 

pleasure to introduce the Supplementary Estimates No. 2 for the 

Department of Tourism and Culture for the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

This budget reflects the value of the department’s work for 

all Yukoners. Our priority is to protect and promote Yukon’s 

rich cultural heritage, its history, and the diverse forms of 

artistic expression, and to market and grow Yukon’s tourism 

industry. 

The 2019-20 supplementary estimates for the Department 

of Tourism and Culture include an increase of $71,000 in 

operation and maintenance expenditures and a decrease of 

$689,000 in capital expenditures resulting in an overall 

decrease of $618,000. Operation and maintenance figures 

include a $104,000 reduction in personnel costs due to the 

transfer of the department’s systems administrator position to 

Highways and Public Works, Information and 

Communications Technology unit, and a $175,000 increase to 

support the current class 1 notification regime. 

Capital adjustments are due to a $300,000 surplus in 

funding related to the development of an administration and 

resource centre — the collections facility; a $200,000 surplus 

due to delays and improvements to storage capacity at the 

Yukon Arts Centre for the Yukon permanent art collection; a 

$175,000 surplus due to delays in restoration work on the 

historic train crew’s house; a $100,000 surplus due to delays 

with the tendering process for the Yukon Archives elevator 

replacement project; and an  $86,000 increase to support the 

Yukon signage modernization project. 

I look forward to sharing the Department of Tourism and 

Culture’s 2020-21 budget, which will speak to more detail 

about some of these projects and provide an in-depth review of 

the important work that the department is doing. I am honoured 

to represent Tourism and Culture as minister. I look forward to 

the exciting work this next fiscal year. I look forward to 

questions. 

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for that. We, too, look 

forward to the more in-depth conversation that we shall have 

on the mains when we get there.  

My first question, Mr. Deputy Chair, has to do with 

cultural services — this increase of $175,000. There is an 

increase of $105,000 for personnel due to the current class 1 

notification regime program. I am interested in, first of all, 

Tourism and Culture’s role within the class 1 notification 

program and whether this is a permanent increase to FTEs. As 

well, there is an increase of $70,000 for “other” due to the 

current class 1 notification regime program, so if she could just 

elaborate on what the “other” is and whether this is a permanent 

increase to Tourism and Culture’s budget related to the class 1 

notification regime program.  

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Thank you for the question. Our role 

under class 1 is the review of the heritage aspects of class 1. We 

have employed new personnel under the Heritage branch for an 

archaeologist to work with those reviews. The $70,000 is due 

to program supports, materials, and some of the travel 

requirements like helicopter contracts and those types of 

supports to the archaeologist to do their work.  

I think the other part of the question is whether this is 

permanent. We do have an allocation going into the next fiscal 

year to do Yukon-wide class 1 work, and we’re working in 

collaboration with the Department of Energy, Mines and 

Resources to continue this work on behalf of the Government 

of Yukon. 

Ms. Hanson: So, if the minister could just confirm if this 

is a two-year term, a one-year term that has been extended — 

and I’ll ask the next question, which may be the last one.  

There’s a decrease — so we’re going to capital — of 

$175,000 on the train crew’s house due to the project being 

delayed as contractors were not available to complete the work. 

First of all, could the minister explain what the train crew’s 

houses are? Is it deferred? If it is deferred, until when? 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: The work on the train house was 

delayed this year, as project managers were unable to secure 

contractors before the end of the construction season. A 

decision has been made to defer over to the 2021-22 fiscal year 

to complete this work. 

Ms. Hanson: Can the minister inform the House: What 

is it? What are the train crew’s houses? Where are they?  

Hon. Ms. Dendys: These are properties on the 

waterfront. They are heritage buildings on the waterfront that 

were there to support the train, and the work that is being done 

is to restore and do various improvements to protect the 

heritage site.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for clarifying that. So, 

this is not a new project. There has been ongoing work put into 

the so-called “roundhouse” over the years. Can the minister tell 

us the cumulative total that has been expended on the 

roundhouse? Is it imagined, or is it intended? I can tell you that 
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the facility was brought to a certain standard. There have been 

productions and other things carried on in there. I’m wondering 

if it’s the intention, then, to bring it up to a certain standard and 

then mothball it.  

Hon. Ms. Dendys: I think there is some confusion. It’s 

not the roundhouse property. These are the crew house 

properties that we’re talking about — the train crew’ houses 

that are just down from the roundhouse. I’m not sure that I have 

the total cost on any work that may have gone into those houses 

to date, but I can certainly return with that information. I’m 

happy to do that.  

Ms. Hanson: I appreciate the minister’s commitment to 

providing that information.  

Deputy Chair: Is there any further debate on Vote 54, 

Department of Tourism and Culture? 

Seeing none, we will move to line-by-line debate.  

Ms. Hanson: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request 

the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

lines in Vote 54, Department of Tourism and Culture, cleared 

or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 54, 
Department of Tourism and Culture, cleared or 
carried 

Deputy Chair: Ms. Hanson has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 54, Department of Tourism 

and Culture, cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $71,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures underexpenditure of 

$689,000 agreed to 

Total Expenditures underexpenditure of $618,000 agreed 

to 

Department of Tourism and Culture agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that you 

report progress. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Chair report progress. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, and directed me to report progress. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole.  

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried. 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, seeing the time, I 

move that the House do now adjourn. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. Monday. 

 

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m. 
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Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed with the Order Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

Are there any tributes? 

Are there any returns or documents for tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Hassard: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a number 

of questions regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. Yesterday, we 

saw Ottawa announce that its citizens should limit non-essential 

travel outside their homes. We have also seen Calgary declare 

a state of emergency, and it is becoming increasingly clear that 

more needs to be done. This includes our airport. 

We are being told by the government that returning 

international travellers are expected to self-isolate for 14 days. 

However, as of this weekend, there was no one at the airport to 

give these instructions to travellers. Last Thursday, I asked the 

Premier to immediately ensure that there are officials at our 

airport to tell travellers to self-isolate. I was happy to hear this 

morning that he has agreed to this Yukon Party request. 

So, Mr. Speaker, can the Premier confirm when those 

officials will be at the airport? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: So, under the guise of “more needs to 

be done”, I want to start by answering the member opposite’s 

question by talking about the announcements that we just made 

this morning. We did announce an economic support package 

for Yukon workers and businesses, as they manage the evolving 

impacts of COVID-19. 

Our government has made this commitment after speaking 

with those impacted and hearing the growing concern about 

how the territory will manage through this situation. We know 

that COVID-19 will come to the Yukon and I have full 

confidence in our medical systems to support Yukoners. Our 

government supports our medical community and health care 

workers to keep doing the incredible work that they do. 

Part of our announcement today — and we will get into the 

details as Question Period continues — was specific to the 

airport. Another thing specific to the airport was relief of fees 

for those who use it — the carriers, Air North, and others who 

use our airport. Their fees will be reduced to zero — I believe 

that is the intention — more details to come on that.  

Again, we are doing what we can to support business at 

this time of need. Also, with the support of $2 million for the 

small business tax reductions and the $2.4 million in income 

tax reductions proposed to be decided upon today — 

deliberated on today — the government is working with 

Yukoners’ most pressing needs in mind, including Highways 

and Public Works doing the due diligence — that they need to 

inform travellers as they come back from travel, as the minister 

can elaborate on in the second answer. 

Mr. Hassard: I think it’s important to note that we 

didn’t get an answer from the Premier on when those officials 

will actually be at the airport.  

Last week, the tourism industry announced that their 

industry will see around a $60-million decrease to the industry 

as a result of COVID-19. This morning, the Premier announced 

a $4 million stimulus package.  

Can the Premier explain how $4 million will be enough to 

overcome that massive decline that is expected to the tourism 

sector here in the Yukon this summer? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We appreciate the concerns being 

raised. We’ve also heard from many concerned Yukoners and 

we are working around the clock to take the necessary measures 

to protect our territory in the face of this pandemic that we face. 

The health and safety of Yukoners is our top priority. We are 

approaching this situation with all due care and as quickly as 

we possibly can. Our government is working closely with the 

Canada Border Services Agency and Transport Canada to 

ensure the safety and wellness of Yukoners and visitors to the 

territory. I can inform the opposition that there will be staff on 

hand to guide and answer the questions of travellers coming 

into the territory at Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International 

Airport at 1:15 this afternoon. 

Mr. Hassard: I’m happy to see question one answered 

at the end of question two, so let’s try another one, Mr. Speaker.  

So, this morning, the Premier stated that the cuts to small 

business taxes will help Yukon businesses overcome the 

massive decline to our economy that is expected as a result of 

COVID-19. However, this year’s budget actually increases 

taxes on Yukoners by $1 million once you include all the 

increases to insurance premiums and fees. As we have 

discussed, there have been seismic shifts to the world economy 

since the budget was tabled.  

Given these massive economic changes, will the Premier 

agree to abandon his plan to increase insurance taxes and fees 

to Yukoners by $1 million? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, the member opposite has 

it wrong. The effects of changes to Bill No. 8 do not affect the 

local insurance industry, as he would have you believe. That is 

absolutely not true.  

What I will say is that the income tax reductions from our 

plan and the federal government as well reduces taxes by 

$10 million to income tax. If you add into that the $2 million in 

small business tax reductions — for the member opposite to say 

that taxes are increasing is simply not true; it’s not factual at all. 

I don’t know where he’s getting his information, but he is 

getting it wrong.  
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Today, we said that we would be supporting Yukon 

workers do a COVID-19-related 14-day isolation with sick pay 

leave for Yukon businesses — not only employees of the 

government but all workers. That is something that we are 

doing and announcing today. We also are saying, to reduce the 

negative impact of COVID-19, that we are establishing a grant 

program to address certain expenses related to the cancellation 

of events to further help and support the business community. 

We are stimulating the business and tourism industry by 

waiving, reimbursing, or delaying the collection of government 

fees — such as airport landing fees — relieving the financial 

pressures by deferring Workers’ Compensation Health and 

Safety health and safety premiums paid and reimbursing those 

that were paid up front, waiving penalties and interest — these 

are the things that we are doing to support Yukoners. These are 

the things that we are doing to reduce taxes, regardless of what 

the Yukon Party is saying. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — 811 health 
line 

Ms. McLeod: When Yukoners have symptoms or feel 

sick, they are being asked to call 811. We have heard reports 

that 811 is completely overwhelmed. All circuits are busy and 

people cannot get through. In fact, our office received a phone 

call from a concerned constituent this morning who was on hold 

for four hours before they could get through. This was just one 

of many complaints that we have received over the last three 

days with respect to the ability of Yukoners to get through to 

811. 

Yukoners are nervous. If they feel symptoms, they want to 

talk to someone, so they have to know what to do. If they can’t 

get through, it is a major problem and it’s leading to more 

stress. What effort is the Minister of Health and Social Services 

undertaking to expand and enhance support for 811? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I certainly appreciate the concerns 

being raised by the member opposite. We also have heard from 

many concerned Yukoners and we are working around the 

clock to take the necessary actions to protect our territory. That 

means looking at the 811 number. As members note, the 811 

line, as noted by our chief medical officer, is a line that you 

must call if you have flu-like symptoms.  

You are asked to stay home and seek health care by 

telephone and call the 811 number or call the local health centre 

if you are in your community — the 811 number, recognizing 

that there are long delays, so we are working very diligently 

with Highways and Public Works on a direct line for Yukoners. 

So, that is evolving, and I beg the patience of Yukoners as we 

work through that — but, meanwhile, you are asked to seek the 

supports from your public health centre, call the 811 number — 

you have contacts — and listen to the advice of the chief 

medical officer. We ask Yukoners to just be patient with us as 

we focus on protecting the health and safety of Yukoners. 

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, a constituent who reached 

out to us indicated that, when they called 811 to get the in-home 

testing of COVID-19, there were some problems. They called 

a bit after 5:00 p.m., and the response on the phone was that 

they couldn’t get the in-house COVID-19 testing. Now, we are 

told that this individual on the phone said — and I am going to 

quote here: “Yes, we are in the middle of a pandemic, but we 

work regular business hours.” So, Mr. Speaker, in a pandemic 

situation, the government needs to provide more resources to 

our health systems to ensure that they can cover more than just 

regular business hours. 

Will the Health and Social Services minister agree to 

immediately take action to expand the hours that are covered 

through the in-house testing? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, what I heard from the 

Minister of Health and Social Services was that they are 

working on new lines so that 811 can have more resources — 

so that is one thing that we are doing. What we would also urge 

Yukoners to do — and we would ask the opposition members 

to help us out with their social media, as well — is to direct 

people also to yukon.ca. On yukon.ca, the main thing that you 

will see is exactly what we need to do to prepare — whether it 

is for travelling Yukoners or Yukoners who have symptoms or 

Yukoners who just want more information in general. There are 

links to the international, national, and local community, 

whether it be medical or otherwise. Again, a lot of questions 

that could go to 811 also could be answered through yukon.ca 

with the information that is available there. 

The minister has answered the question to say that we are 

also looking at alleviating some of the pressures on 811 by 

getting other options and numbers up and running, and that 

work is happening as we speak. 

Ms. McLeod: That is a very interesting response. For 

the last couple of weeks, Yukoners have also been told to go 

the chief medical officer of health’s website to get the most up-

to-date health advice. The most up-to-date piece of information 

on the chief medical officer’s website is from March 11. This 

is an update for those who went to PDAC. Since that time, the 

world has changed significantly. There have been travel 

advisories and travel bans, and there are limits on event sizes. 

There is more advice on social distancing. 

So, why have we been telling Yukoners to go to this 

website, if it has not been updated in five days? Does the chief 

medical officer of health’s office have all the necessary 

resources to continue? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: We have full confidence in our health 

care team. We are working very closely with them on an hourly 

basis, taking all the necessary precautions, and we are ensuring 

that we are working very closely — as I indicated — with our 

partners to provide a designated line for Yukoners. We 

recognize that there is a crisis across the country and the 811 

line was posing some challenges, as noted, so we are working 

with our colleagues at Community Services, Health and Social 

Services, and Highways and Public Works. 

The recommendation for direct access — Dr. Hanley had 

noted that the website is being updated on a regular basis and 

currently we have no cases in the Yukon of COVID-19. All of 

the information from the chief medical officer’s website is now 

being diverted over to yukon.ca and we ask and encourage all 

Yukoners to please go to that site. It will direct you to the 

necessary information that you require. 
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Again, if you are displaying symptoms, you are asked to 

please call the 811 number, or if you are in a community, please 

call your health centre, and you will be advised as to the 

necessary steps you need to take. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — employee 
sick leave  

Ms. Hanson: This morning, the Premier announced new 

money to provide 10 paid sick days for all workers who don’t 

have access to paid sick leave. So, let me start by saying thank 

you on behalf of Yukon workers who may need this kind of 

relief. 

However, Mr. Speaker, while I know that the details of the 

program may not be immediately available, can the Premier 

assure those Yukoners who are self-employed or people who 

depend on tips for a large part of their wages, as well as workers 

in the gig economy, that they will be eligible for this paid sick 

leave? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, from our announcement, the 

answer is yes. Again, the specific details will come shortly and 

will be shared with Yukoners. Today’s announcement will give 

Yukon workers the assurance that the government will support 

them if they need to take time off due to COVID-19. 

Ms. Hanson: That’s great news. We look forward to the 

details.  

In a similar vein, the Government of Ontario has 

announced job protections for workers during this period of 

uncertainty around the COVID-19 pandemic. Their proposed 

legislation is retroactive to January 25, 2020 — the date the first 

presumptive COVID-19 case was confirmed in Ontario.  

Can the Premier confirm what the trigger will be for the 

announced paid sick leave? Is it the self-isolation period for 

returning international travellers? Or is it a confirmed 

diagnosis? Can he confirm that Yukoners should not be 

expected to provide a doctor’s note? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I do really appreciate the question 

from the member opposite, especially when it comes to the 

concept of sick leaves and getting doctors’ notes therein. As 

we’ve been hearing from the opposition and the answers here 

today, there is a lot of pressure and strain on our medical 

community. If you are a government employee, we are not 

asking for a doctor’s note before you go and self-isolate. We 

would encourage the private sector to do the same in these 

unique circumstances.  

Again, the support that we announced today is 

comprehensive for today’s situation, including supports that we 

advertised today for supporting the tourism industry and to 

support the cultural industry by honouring transfer payment 

agreements considered by the COVID-19-related impacts. 

Again, to answer the member’s question, a lot of the details 

as to the announcements will be worked out as we go. We are 

urging the government employees — again to go for a sick 

leave, to get a note from a doctor — that might be a little bit too 

much for the system to bear as we try to make sure that people 

are doing what the chief medical officer is asking us to do when 

it comes to situations like self-isolation or the 14-day isolation 

based upon this current situation.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the minister for his response. The 

impact of COVID-19 is going to put some Yukoners out of 

work for much more than two weeks. The 10 paid sick days just 

announced are a good first step. But as this pandemic unfolds, 

many Yukon workers may be quickly back to square one, with 

bills to pay and no money coming in. Sixty percent of Canadian 

workers don’t qualify for employment insurance.  

What will this government do to support Yukoners who 

don’t qualify for employment insurance and who will be out of 

work for more than two weeks due to COVID-19? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: As the member opposite knows, the 

situation is currently changing on a daily basis — if we look at 

the federal government’s announcement of $1 billion, followed 

by $10 billion, and followed by extra numbers today from the 

medical community and from Finance as well. I am not going 

to speculate on tomorrow. What I am going to do is make sure 

that Yukoners understand that the current issues in Yukon are 

being considered. We know where this goes, based on the 

international community. We know how to prepare for those 

things. This week, it has been all about preparations.  

I spoke with the Prime Minister and fellow premiers about 

supporting the workers and vulnerable people in our nation, as 

well as about federal efforts around those employment 

insurance questions that the members opposite have.  

The Minister of Health and Social Services is meeting 

weekly with Canadian health ministers to discuss jurisdictional 

impacts. The Minister of Tourism and Culture has met with the 

Canadian Minister of Tourism and other provincial-territorial 

representatives to discuss tourism impacts, both locally and 

nationally. The Minister of Tourism and Culture and the 

Minister of Community Services are meeting in person with the 

Minister of Canadian Heritage regarding COVID-19 impacts; 

also, the Minister of Community Services is meeting with the 

public safety ministers.  

We have not taken our foot off the pedal. No one is 

sleeping here on this side of the Legislative Assembly. We 

announced a comprehensive program today of funding to help 

the current situation. As things change in the Yukon, you can 

be certain that this government will adapt to those always-

moving targets. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — employee 
sick leave  

Ms. White: While the two weeks of paid sick leave is a 

good short-term measure, the government needs to act quickly 

to address the impacts of COVID-19 on Yukon families beyond 

the next two weeks. Many Yukoners may soon find themselves 

with bills to pay and without an income.  

Will this government take immediate measures to provide 

emergency funding or to allow for Yukoners to defer payments 

for essential utilities, like electricity and heating bills? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, Mr. Speaker, this is a very 

similar question to the previous question from the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre: What are we going to do later? Again, we 

don’t have announcements right now about what we are going 

to do later. They can be assured that the analyses of the situation 

— immediate, short term, and long term — are happening as 
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we speak, with the whole of government working with other 

governments. First Nations and municipalities have been talked 

to as well — getting information from them as well as the 

private sector. What we saw today was our stimulus package to 

support businesses and to support workers. The lion’s share of 

the information about this came from the conversations that we 

are having with the business community and with our cultural 

communities as well.  

This stimulus package is providing support for businesses 

and workers in the immediate term as Yukon manages the 

impacts of COVID-19. Our government will continue to work 

very closely with the Government of Canada to access all 

available federal funding — and to maximize existing funding 

as well — to keep Yukoners working and to keep Yukon 

projects moving forward. That’s why it is extremely important 

that we debate the bills and get those done — the budget bills 

— as soon as possible and also the tax implementation bills as 

well to make sure that the benefits of those bills flow to Yukon 

businesses and Yukon workers. 

Ms. White: We are looking for proactive measures — so 

that means decisions ahead of the first case of COVID-19 in the 

territory. The impacts of COVID-19 will be felt by Yukon 

workers for much more than two weeks. While the 10 days of 

paid sick leave just announced by this government are a good 

first step, many Yukon workers will be back to square one by 

the beginning of April, with rent or mortgage payments due but 

without an income. 

Mr. Speaker, has the Premier considered relief measures 

for rent and mortgage payments like other jurisdictions around 

the world have started to implement? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Talk about proactive — our 

announcement today was extremely proactive. Supporting 

Yukon workers through a COVID-19-related 14-day isolation 

with paid sick leave is proactive. Reducing the negative impact 

of COVID-19 by establishing a grant program to address 

certain expenses related to cancellation of events is also very 

proactive. Stimulating the business and tourism industry by 

waiving and reimbursing or delaying government fee 

collection, such as airport landing fees — again, proactive — 

working with the business community with their concerns and 

the workers with their concerns. Relieving financial pressures 

by deferring the workers’ compensation health and safety 

premium payment and reimbursing those paid up front, waiving 

penalties and interest with approval of the board — again, 

immediate proactive measures to help Yukon businesses and 

workers to survive. Supporting the tourism industry with 

advance local advertising efforts, supporting the cultural 

industry by honouring transfer payment agreements, 

considering COVID-19-related impacts, and, last but certainly 

not least, continuing to monitor the economic impacts of 

COVID-19 by establishing a business advisory council to 

gather information and to share with government — that last 

one is going to be extremely important as the details from the 

days, weeks, and months ahead determine the long-term effects 

to our GDP. 

Ms. White: I thank the minister for those statements. 

Proactive indeed — we were raising these issues last week. 

In situations like this one, it becomes painfully obvious 

why health care and housing are human rights. With over 

50 percent of Canadians living paycheque to paycheque and the 

upcoming economic downturn caused by COVID-19, many 

Yukoners will not be able to pay their rent or their mortgages. 

Has the government considered suspending evictions due 

to unpaid rent for the duration of the crisis and providing 

support to renters and homeowners with rent and mortgage 

payments to make? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: So, again, Mr. Speaker, we have 

announced a suite of situations today — addressing the needs 

of today. The members opposite are concerned about tomorrow 

and the next day. Again, we have plans for not only the short-

term and the long-term effects of this, whether it is concerns 

from the medical community or whether it is concerns from the 

economics of the Yukon.  

Again, one of the things that we have going for us — which 

other jurisdictions do not — is a very strong labour market. We 

have $369 million in capital assets in the current budget waiting 

to be released to help stimulate the economy. We have massive 

changes to income taxes — reducing taxes there. We have the 

small business tax reducing from two percent to zero percent. 

We are working proactively not only here with the immediate 

suggestions that we said today, but also the long-term vision of 

supporting Yukoners and workers. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Mr. Istchenko: Last week, we asked the Minister of 

Health and Social Services about $1 billion in assistance that 

the federal government announced to support provinces and 

territories in their response to the coronavirus. The Minister of 

Health and Social Services told media that she will not be 

requesting money from the federal aid package. 

So, can the minister confirm that this is accurate — and if 

so, why is the Yukon not requesting any of that emergency 

funding? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I disagree with the premise of the 

member opposite’s question. So, federal funding is announced 

for all regions in Canada, and we, of course, will be taking the 

federal funding. 

Again, one concern that I could ask the members across the 

way to help with is — we keep on having these conversations 

with Ottawa about per capita versus base-plus spending when 

it comes to these types of packages. Again, working with the 

federal government, we want to make sure that we get our fair 

share, and per capita spending doesn’t necessarily help on that. 

What we need to do is to make sure that Ottawa understands 

that the unique circumstances of the north mean that we need 

base-plus funding, and that is what we are working on right 

now. 

But, again, whether it is the $1 billion announcement 

specific to the health and safety of the communities, or it is the 

$10 billion announced after that, right now, departmental 

officials from all of our departments — but specifically to 

Health and Social Services, Finance, and the Executive Council 

Office — are working on the impacts of those statements to the 

Yukon community, knowing full well that these are phase 1 and 
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phase 2. We are certain that there will be more federal dollars 

coming in the upcoming days and weeks. 

Mr. Istchenko: It makes me wonder why the Minister of 

Health and Social Services wouldn’t have said that then last 

week. 

Yukon relies on British Columbia for all testing of the 

coronavirus. Initial estimates were that it would take three to 

five days to get a test completed. We have heard concerns from 

local health professionals about delays in getting the test results 

back from British Columbia.  

So, can the minister confirm if all results are still being 

turned around in three to five days? Or are they taking longer? 

What are we doing to ensure a quick and speedy turnaround on 

all test results? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With respect to submissions to the 

federal government, each one of us on this side of the 

Legislature are meeting with our federal counterparts. Of 

course, we’re going to look at putting forward a succinct Yukon 

package, not one specific to health. So, of course, I would not 

say that I’m going to put this request forward. We have to 

consider what we’re asking for as a priority for Yukoners.  

Now, with regard to the testing — as we understand — 

we’re working with the chief medical officers. They’ve 

indicated to us that the turnaround time is three to five days and 

that’s what we’re going with. If there is any other information 

that is inconsistent, we would be happy to hear that, but we are 

certainly working with the chief medical officer and we are 

working under his advisement. 

Mr. Istchenko: I think it is time for this Liberal 

government to take this worldwide crisis seriously here. As we 

mentioned, we rely on British Columbia for coronavirus 

testing. It takes at least three to five days to get a test completed 

— and sometimes longer, apparently. The problem for us is 

that, if BC’s health system gets overwhelmed, then we would 

have to go find another jurisdiction. We should use federal 

government money — they offered $1 billion in an aid package 

— to expand our capacity to do testing here in the territory so 

that we don’t have to rely on people from the south.  

So, will the minister agree to request money from this 

emergency fund so that the Yukon can set up its own testing 

here in the territory? If she won’t, why? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m going to forget all of the political 

wrangling that’s happening over next door here with the 

question — talking about us taking this seriously or not. This 

government is taking this extremely seriously. These people on 

this side of the Legislative Assembly haven’t slept in weeks and 

we continue to do the work that we need to do for Yukoners. 

My goodness gracious.  

But what I will say is that we are very lucky to be where 

we are right now as the world tries to reduce the curve when it 

comes to this pandemic. Let me be specific as well: There is not 

a pandemic in Canada yet. There is a pandemic announced in 

the world, but not in Canada necessarily.  

Our ability to actually use the medical system in 

Vancouver is helping to expedite our process compared to other 

jurisdictions immensely — immensely. We are so lucky to be 

where we are and to have the support of British Columbia as 

well as the amazing staff who we have here at Health and Social 

Services and the dedicated teams at the medical offices and the 

chief medical office. 

We are getting the tests done at an excellent rate. Is there a 

delay? Yes. Are we asking for patience? Yes. But again, we 

believe that, compared with other jurisdictions, we are in an 

excellent place to get timely results, knowing full well that the 

system is being overloaded with testing — which is a good 

thing, Mr. Speaker, not a bad thing as the members opposite 

would have you believe. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

We will proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Motion agreed to 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel): Order. Committee of the 

Whole will now come to order.  

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — 
continued 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 

52, Department of Environment, in Bill No. 201, entitled Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20. Is there any general debate? 

 

Department of Environment 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Deputy Chair, I don’t think that 

there is going to be any general debate. What we want is to get 

the departments going, so if we could have some time to get the 

officials, it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thank you again, Mr. Deputy Chair. 

My apologies again — based on conversations that we had with 

the members opposite earlier, we would be fine with no general 

debate at this time, but to move to get this important piece of 

legislation and budget bill passed. 

Again, I want to thank the members opposite for their 

desire to do so, and we can go through it procedurally, but I do 

not expect a lot of people standing up for these departments. 

Mr. Cathers: As the Premier indicated, we had 

suggested to the government — and are pleased that they are 

amenable to it — the importance of getting through the Third 

Appropriation Act 2019-20 as well as the Interim Supply 

Appropriation Act 2020-21 in light of the events that are 

transpiring in Canada related to COVID-19 and the importance 

of ensuring that we have spending authority both for the 

Hospital Corporation and other parts of our health system as 

well as government as a whole. So, we will be suspending the 

normal practice of debating budget bills in the way that we do, 
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and we will be seeking the passage of this legislation at the 

earliest possible date so that the spending authority can get in 

place. 

Ms. White: After the House Leaders’ meeting that we 

had this morning — and, again, our conversations with the 

Premier — the Yukon NDP is interested in moving through 

this, getting toward the interim supply bill, which we believe is 

of critical importance, and moving on. With that, we will not 

be asking any more questions about the Third Appropriation 

Act 2019-20, and we are hopeful that the Premier will follow 

through and that we will have the ability to ask questions of 

departments and ministers in the Fall Sitting. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I 

request the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to 

deem all lines in Vote 52, Department of Environment, carried.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 52, 
Department of Environment, cleared 

Deputy Chair: Ms. McPhee has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 52, Department of 

Environment, carried.   

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $1,237,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $586,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $1,823,000 agreed 

to 

Department of Environment agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, pursuant to 

Standing Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of 

Committee of the Whole to deem all remaining Votes in Bill 

No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, carried.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all remaining Votes 
in Bill No. 201 carried 

Deputy Chair: Ms. McPhee has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all remaining Votes in Bill No. 201, entitled 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, carried.  

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $27,794,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $1,605,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $29,399,000 agreed 

to 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to 

Schedules A and B agreed to 

Title agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that you 

report Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, 

without amendment.  

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Chair report Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, without amendment. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Deputy Chair, I request a brief 

recess while we get the scripts in line for Committee for the 

Whole. 

Deputy Chair: It has been requested that Committee of 

the Whole have a brief recess. Are you agreed? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: We will recess for 10 minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order.  

Bill No. 202: Interim Supply Appropriation Act 
2020-21 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is 

general debate on Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply 

Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Is there any general debate? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I won’t take a lot of the Legislative 

Assembly’s time today — just to say that I am happy to rise in 

Committee of the Whole with Bill No. 202, entitled Interim 

Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21. If passed, the bill will 

provide spending authority for the first two months of the fiscal 

year in order to deliver the public services that Yukoners rely 

upon. Again, the totals: This is $338.3 million in spending, 

which includes $271.3 million for operation and maintenance 

and $67 million in capital spending. These amounts ensure that 

the government can meet immediate priorities and funding 

expectations while the Legislature debates for the full spending 

authority. 

Again, I want to thank the two leaders of the opposition 

parties for their expeditious considerations of where we are 

here in Yukon today with COVID-19 and those impacts around 

our community. Getting this interim supply passed really does 

give an awful lot of breath and a little bit of stress relief to the 

departments that rely on this spending from here until two 

months past April 1. With that being said, I will cede the floor 

to the opposition if they have any questions. 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to this as Official Opposition 

Finance critic, I would note that — recognizing the times that 

we are in with regard to the challenges of COVID-19 and what 

we are seeing in other jurisdictions, as well as potential cases 

here in the Yukon — we believe that it is important that we 

work together to ensure that the hospitals as well as government 
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departments have the funding they need to respond to the 

potential impacts of COVID-19.  

To the end, just as with the Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, we are interested in seeing the hospital receive 

$4.6 million in funding in that appropriation. We have extended 

our support to the government for interim supply to be brought 

forward to ensure that especially the critical areas such as the 

hospital and Emergency Medical Services have the funding that 

they need to deal with the response to COVID-19, as well as 

ensuring that all departments have the resources they require to 

respond to this, recognizing that, at the direction of public 

health officials, we may see changes that affect things here in 

the Yukon as well. 

It is important that, at a time like this, we set aside 

partisanship and work together on ensuring that those 

government departments and hospitals have the funding they 

need to respond to whatever may come. With that, I will wrap 

up my remarks. As noted previously, we are suspending our 

normal pattern of asking questions regarding budget bills in the 

interest of expediting approval of this funding. 

Ms. Hanson: As we said before, the Yukon NDP 

supports and has indicated in the past that passage of the 

Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21 is, and has been 

standard practice within government to ensure that the 

necessary statutory obligations of government and the 

operation responsibilities of government are able to proceed 

while we debate and discuss the main estimates to give 

authority for this fiscal year. The difference is, as the Premier 

has indicated and the Official Opposition has indicated, that we 

are dealing with rather uncertain times right now. We 

absolutely agree that we should move to get this bill passed 

more quickly than we normally would to move on to the other 

business that needs to be addressed by the Legislative 

Assembly and to give consideration to how we will deal with 

those other matters in the light of the situation that we find 

ourselves in and as we take direction from the chief medical 

officer of health.  

Deputy Chair: Is there any further general debate on 

Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21? 

Seeing none, we will proceed with clause-by-clause 

debate.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, pursuant to 

Standing Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of 

Committee of the Whole to deem all clauses, schedules, and the 

title of Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, read and agreed to.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses, 
schedules, and the title of Bill No. 202 read and 
agreed to 

Deputy Chair: Ms. McPhee has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all clauses, schedules, and the title of Bill 

No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, 

read and agreed to.  

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the amount 

of $271,271,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Capital Expenditures in the amount of $66,995,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $338,266,000 

agreed to 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to 

Schedules A and B agreed to 

Title agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that you 

report Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, without amendment.  

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Deputy Chair report Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply 

Appropriation Act 2020-21, without amendment.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 

2019-20, and has directed me to report it without amendment. 

Also, Committee of the Whole has considered Bill No. 202, 

entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, and 

directed me to report it without amendment. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole.  

Are you agreed?  

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker:  I declare the report carried.  

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 201: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 — 
Third Reading 

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 201, standing in the name 

of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 201, entitled 

Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now read a third time and 

do pass. 
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Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 201, entitled Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, be now 

read a third time and do pass. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I will be brief. I do want to thank all 

Members of the Legislative Assembly for the expeditious 

debate that we have had on budget changes to close out the 

2019-20 fiscal year. To recap, we are dealing with a response 

to an increase in spending, as compared to main estimates for 

2019-20. The Third Appropriation Act 2019-20, 

Supplementary Estimates No. 2 forecast an increase of 

$26.2 million in operation and maintenance gross spending, 

offset with an increase of $12.7 million in recoveries. Capital 

spending is forecast to decrease by $7.2 million, with a 

decrease of $8.4 million in recoveries. Revenues are forecast to 

decrease by $496,000 due to a slight decrease in Yukon tax and 

general revenues. 

 

Mr. Cathers: On behalf of the Official Opposition, I 

would note that we do want to see this brought to a vote. 

Clearly, there is money in here, including $4.6 million for the 

hospital, that we want to see provided as early as possible. We 

do want to see debate expedited so that this funding can be 

provided.  

We do have concerns with some of the other funding 

contained within this — much of it, of course, being after-the-

fact approval of the funding — but I would note that we 

recognize that we need to focus on the big picture and ensure 

that the hospital has the resources it needs, as well as other 

government departments. So, we will be suspending our normal 

pattern of asking questions regarding it and debating the 

individual items that we have concerns with in the interest of 

bringing this to a vote and providing that funding to the hospital 

and other government departments as quickly as possible, 

recognizing the events that are transpiring within Canada and 

around the world with regard to COVID-19. 

 

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, I just want to confirm that 

the Yukon NDP has agreed to move quickly to expedite the 

passage of the Third Appropriation Act 2019-20 and the Interim 

Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21 without debate, because that 

is what we agreed to do. That does not mean that there are no 

questions that we have about departments and agencies. We 

will use the opportunity when it is available to fulfill our 

obligation to hold the government to account. But we agreed to 

suspend debate on these matters in order to expedite the passage 

of these two bills. 

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close debate 

on third reading of Bill No. 201.  

Does any other member wish to be heard? 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, I do want to thank all 

members for their contributions today on an overall pathway 

forward. I also will speak to the Member for Whitehorse Centre 

in her agreement with the Official Opposition as well as 

government that we are suspending debate on the programs and 

services that these dollar values adhere to — again, making 

good on the commitment — again, not sure when that’s going 

to happen based on the current situation in the Yukon — of 

hopefully sooner or later getting to the good business of having 

the officials in and the ministers speaking to the second 

supplementary estimates for any questions that were not asked.  

Again, it is important — and it was made very clear to me 

from the opposition that it is important to them as well — that 

this debate happens. We will make good on that commitment. 

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?  

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called. 

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Ms. McLeod: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. Hanson: Disagree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are eight yea, six nay. 

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried. 

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 201 agreed to 

 

Speaker: I declare that Bill No. 201 has passed this 

House. 

Bill No. 202: Interim Supply Appropriation Act 
2020-21 — Third Reading 

Clerk: Third Reading, Bill No. 202, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 202, entitled 

Interim Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now read a third 

time and do pass. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 202, entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act 

2020-21, be now read a third time and do pass. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I do want to thank all Members of the 

Legislative Assembly for passing this spending authority 

quickly. Given the uncertainty around COVID-19, it is even 

more important than usual to have this authority in place. 

 

Mr. Cathers: Rising on behalf of the Official 

Opposition, I would again just briefly note that we recognize 
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the importance of having interim supply in place, especially for 

critical areas, including the hospital, Emergency Medical 

Services, and Health and Social Services, as well as ensuring 

business continuity across all departments, recognizing that 

announcements from medical officers of health have been 

evolving quickly and sometimes changing more than one time 

in a day across the country. We have just seen, of course, an 

announcement this morning as well from the Yukon’s chief 

medical officer of health. We believe that it’s important to have 

this funding in place so that, if there were to be a disruption 

preventing approval of the funding, we would not be in a 

situation where the hospital, Emergency Medical Services, 

Health and Social Services, or other government departments 

would be without the funding they need to both respond to the 

impacts of COVID-19 — and also ensure, of course, that 

government services remain in place and that government is 

able to approve contracts that Yukon companies are depending 

on this year. So, we are focused on the big picture here, and we 

will be supporting the expeditious debate of this interim supply 

bill and seeing it passed to provide that funding as required. 

 

Speaker: Is there any further debate on Bill No. 202? 

Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Agree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree. 

Mr. Cathers: Agree. 

Ms. McLeod: Agree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Agree. 

Ms. Hanson: Agree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 14 yea, nil nay. 

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried. 

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 202 agreed to 

 

Speaker: I declare that Bill No. 202 has passed this 

House. 

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of 

Yukon, in her capacity as Lieutenant Governor, to grant assent 

to bills which have passed this House. 

 

Commissioner Bernard enters the Chamber announced by 

the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms 

ASSENT TO BILLS 

Commissioner: Please be seated. 

Speaker: Madam Commissioner, the Assembly has, at 

its present session, passed certain bills to which, in the name 

and on behalf of the Assembly, I respectfully request your 

assent. 

Clerk: Third Appropriation Act 2019-20; and Interim 

Supply Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

Commissioner: I hereby assent to the bills as 

enumerated by the Clerk.  

I would like to thank you for your work in these uncertain 

times. Keep up the good work.  

 

Commissioner leaves the Chamber 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

Please be seated.  

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 8: Budget Measures Implementation Act, 
2020 — Second Reading 

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 8, standing in the name 

of the Hon. Mr. Silver.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 8, entitled Budget 

Measures Implementation Act, 2020, be now read a second 

time.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 

2020, be now read a second time.  

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m pleased to introduce Bill No. 8, 

entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020, for the 

consideration of the Legislative Assembly. We are and have 

always been committed to ensuring that Yukoners have good 

jobs and a sustainable environment. In addition to that priority, 

we are committed to serving as an ethical, responsible, and 

accountable government for Yukoners.  

Rising from those priorities, we’ve made the following 

promises: first, that our government will eliminate the small 

business tax; and second, that we will increase the ceiling for 

the Yukon small business investment tax credit to increase the 

asset limit to allow larger companies to qualify. Today, 

Mr. Speaker, we are fulfilling those promises.  

One of our first acts as a new government was tabled with 

Bill No. 3 during the Spring Sitting of 2017, which lowered the 

small business rate by a third, from three percent to 

two percent. This tax reduction was the first step to encourage 

investments in marketing, training, and innovation.  

In an effort to continue our evidence-based decision-

making, we’ve created the Financial Advisory Panel. Bill No. 8 

has been designed with consideration from the Financial 

Advisory Panel findings prominently in mind. We are also 

fulfilling our promise to lower the small business tax rate to 

zero, which is a promise we kept.  

The Insurance Premium Tax Act hasn’t changed or been 

reviewed since 1976. A simple jurisdictional scan shows that, 

with the passage of time, the Yukon has become an extreme 
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outlier with this tax. Our rates are roughly 50 percent below the 

national average.  

The Yukon Financial Advisory Panel indicated that the 

insurance premium tax was an example where Yukon’s tax 

efforts were significantly below comparable numbers in other 

jurisdictions. Today we are simply asking the insurance 

industry, based primarily in Ontario and Québec, to pay in the 

Yukon what they pay in every other jurisdiction in Canada. 

Effective January 1, 2021, we will also be reducing red 

tape. We will be simplifying the Insurance Premium Tax Act 

by eliminating the supplementary tax on fire insurance and 

introducing a single rate of four percent on all premiums. These 

changes to the Insurance Premium Tax Act will provide 

approximately $2.6 million in annual revenues for Yukon. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill No. 8, as mentioned earlier, fulfills our 

promise to reduce the small business tax rate to zero. By 2021-

22, the first complete fiscal year following implementation of 

the new tax rates, small businesses will see a reduction of their 

tax bill by approximately $2 million annually. 

About 60 percent of small business income is paid out in 

any year as dividends to owners of those businesses. 

Consequently, personal income tax revenue will increase by an 

estimated $1.2 million annually. The net impact of the 2021-22 

changes to the Income Tax Act will be approximately $800,000 

in savings for Yukoners and their businesses. 

Later in debate, we will also be introducing an amendment 

to address concerns raised by the opposition parties. 

 

Mr. Cathers: We have mixed feelings regarding this 

legislation, based on our read of it and the information we were 

provided in the briefing. We will be asking questions about it 

during general debate. We certainly do support the tax cuts for 

small businesses, but one of the concerns that we have is the 

tax increase that is provided to insurance companies. It would 

appear to us that is likely to not be just absorbed by those 

companies, but passed on to Yukoners who are paying for those 

services. So, we are concerned about whether this will lead to a 

potentially substantial increase in insurance premiums for 

Yukoners. 

So, we will be asking some questions regarding that in 

particular, as well as other elements of this. But we certainly do 

support the tax cuts for Yukon businesses, especially in light of 

the current economic situation — the hit that the Yukon 

economy will take this year as a result of the economic 

downturn related to COVID-19. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t point out that the Liberal 

government has been rather slow to implement this election 

promise that they made. They have waited until the tail end of 

the mandate to actually deliver on a promise that many 

Yukoners were hoping that they would see early in the term of 

this Liberal government. 

 

Ms. Hanson: In rising to speak to the Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, the Yukon NDP had indicated when 

this bill was tabled last week and then we had a briefing on 

Friday morning — actually, I think the Minister of Finance 

advisors probably gave him a heads-up that we had indicated to 

the officials that, although on the surface the changes look like 

they are straightforward and simple, when you ask a question 

beneath the surface, it’s not so simple and straightforward. So, 

we asked them to make sure that the Premier/Finance minister 

came to the debate prepared to speak in plain language to what 

the intent and the effect of each of the proposed changes are 

and why they are being made.  

There are some for which we understand the logic, and we 

will be looking forward to the Minister of Finance providing 

greater detail with respect to the change proposed in the 

legislation to the small business investment tax credit — 

making it a business investment tax credit and increasing the 

threshold with respect to companies that can access that. We 

had certainly been raising questions about this over the last 

number of years, because we too are concerned and we were 

concerned that the opportunities for Yukoners to invest in 

Yukon businesses — and also being able to enjoy tax credits as 

a result of supporting Yukon businesses — were hampered by 

the lack of room.  

We are interested in having the Premier address the 

concerns that have been raised to us — which we hadn’t sort of 

thought about — about whether or not this is a change that is 

being made, as he has repeatedly said, for one company. We 

would like to know and have on the record what other entities 

that he is aware of that would be able to utilize this expanded 

scope of the business investment tax credit, because surely it’s 

not just for one company — if he could indicate the range of 

entities that will now be able to take advantage of this larger 

threshold.  

As well, we had indicated at the briefing — and raised 

significant questions with respect to the wisdom of reducing, 

particularly in a territory that talks about diversifying our 

economy, the knowledge sector, and the importance of the tech 

sector in this territory — our concern about the reduction in the 

research and development tax credit. 

I am pleased to hear the minister opposite indicate that 

there is going to be a proposed change to the bill, as it stands 

before us, that would address those concerns. We look forward 

to hearing more about those, and we will certainly be raising 

some of the concerns that have been raised with us by folks who 

are in that sector. We quickly scanned the community last week 

after the bill was tabled to try to get a sense of what people’s 

awareness was: nil; what consultation had occurred: nil; and 

where we could see some assessment of what the implications 

might be to the research and development community in the 

territory. We could find nothing online about that, either. We 

are looking forward to hearing what the original thinking was 

about that and, in order to address those concerns, what the 

government is planning to put on the table.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will stand down and let the 

proceedings go ahead. 

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close debate 

on second reading of Bill No. 8.  

Does any other member wish to be heard? 
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Hon. Mr. Silver: Thanks to my colleagues along the 

way here. Again, to get into the actual teeth of the bill, we will 

get right into Committee of the Whole and answer those 

questions for the members as we get to those sections. 

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 8 agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is 

Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 

2020.  

Do members wish to take a 15-minute recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

15 minutes.  

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order.  

Bill No. 8: Budget Measures Implementation Act, 
2020 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill 

No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020.  

Is there any general debate?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: It’s my pleasure to speak to Bill No. 8, 

entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020. I’m joined 

by Clarke LaPrairie and Chris Mahar from the excellent 

Department of Finance. I want to thank them both not only for 

their presence here today but also for all their work this year in 

lots of things, but specifically to this particular Budget 

Measures Implementation Act, 2020.  

Mr. Deputy Chair, we are fulfilling our commitment to 

bring the small business rate down to zero. We are also 

expanding the Yukon business investment tax credit. Both of 

these measures are intended to create incentives for Yukoners 

to invest in local businesses.  

This bill is also, in part, one of our responses to challenges 

laid out for us by the Yukon Financial Advisory Panel. The 

panel did an excellent job of explaining how, at a high level, 

Canada determines our entitlement under the territorial formula 

financing grant, or the TFF. Canada assumes that, for each tax 

source, Yukon will tax at a rate of tax in line with the national 

average.  

As discussed in second reading, Yukon has become an 

outlier in Canada in how low we tax insurance premiums. By 

addressing this issue, Bill No. 8 enables us to both provide a 

competitive tax regime for businesses and fund services 

expected of us. Bill No. 8 ensures that we move closer to 

national average tax rates envisioned by both the Yukon 

Financial Advisory Panel and territorial formula financing. I 

am proud of the fact that we have met our commitments to 

Yukon businesses in a fiscally responsible manner. 

Mr. Cathers: With regard to this legislation, as I noted 

at second reading, we do support the reduction in the income 

tax rate, but we do have some concerns about some of the 

additional changes that were included in here. I would like to 

begin with the insurance premium rate tax changes.  

Based on our understanding of the documents provided by 

the Department of Finance at the briefing, it appears that the 

impact of the insurance premium rate tax changes will have an 

impact of an increase of $667,000 this year and, in 2021-22, 

will lead to an increase of $2.6 million in revenue for the 

government. That also means that it is, of course, being paid by 

insurance companies. While at first blush, as the Premier noted, 

these companies are primarily based outside of the Yukon, most 

people who have experience with insurance companies know 

that, if insurance companies’ costs are going up, the insurance 

companies don’t tend to absorb those costs; they tend to pass 

them on through increased insurance premiums to citizens and 

companies. So, it appears that the $2.6-million hike in annual 

revenue will mean that Yukoners will pay an additional 

$2.6 million in insurance premiums.  

Can the Premier please explain what the government’s 

thinking was on this? Does he have an estimate of how those 

costs will be spread out among Yukon insurance payers? How 

much of that $2.6 million in anticipated increased costs will be 

paid by small businesses and how much will be paid by 

citizens? What is that picture estimated to look like once this 

tax increase is in effect? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Deputy Chair, as we laid out in 

second reading and also in the briefings to the members 

opposite, there is a very likely chance that we are already 

paying rates based upon the average as opposed to the 

individual rate in the Yukon. 

Again, this hasn’t been touched since the 1970s. We are at 

the lowest rate right now, and by 40,000 Yukoners — compared 

to the 35,000,000-plus Canadians who are served by these large 

companies in both Québec and Ontario — we believe that there 

will not be an increase in the local rates of insurance premiums 

because we are so far off as an outlier and such a small 

population for the national averages that these insurance 

companies already take in right across the nation. 

The member opposite talked about some of the numbers 

that were coming out as well as far as the effects on this year 

and next year. We also believe that roughly one-third of these 

costs will be borne out by lower corporate taxes in Canada and 

in Ontario as well, as opposed to any effect on anybody here 

locally in the insurance business. 

Mr. Cathers: The Premier indicating that there is a 

likelihood that we are already paying insurance premiums 

based on the average tax rate across the country is not overly 

comforting. It doesn’t sound like the Premier actually 
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confirmed that this is the case; it does sound like an assumption 

that was made in that case.  

As many people know, if you have made a claim on your 

insurance, the insurance companies usually seem pretty good at 

figuring out who has made a claim on their insurance policy. A 

lot of people who have been in that unfortunate situation have 

seen their insurance rates go up after making a claim. So, it does 

seem somewhat questionable whether there isn’t at least the 

very real possibility that Yukoners will see an increase in 

insurance rates. 

The Premier indicating that there is a likelihood that our 

rates already include those costs, again, doesn’t seem to 

indicate that it has been checked. It is concerning. I would 

encourage the Premier to look into it and get back with more 

information. To that, we would welcome hearing what 

estimates the government has made of the actual impact on 

Yukon companies and would appreciate having more than what 

appears to be an assumption as the basis for that — but, in fact, 

actual communication with insurance companies to which these 

tax increases will apply — to understand whether indeed we are 

already paying insurance rates based on averages, as the 

Premier indicated, or, in fact, whether we’ll see a $2.6-million 

collective premium hike to Yukon citizens and companies 

based on these tax changes. A $2.6-million tax hike — or any 

significant portion of that — would, of course, have a 

significant impact on Yukon citizens and Yukon companies. 

Can the Premier explain as well — we see that the personal 

income tax, the dividend tax credit effect related to the small 

business rate change, appears to show an increase in revenue 

for the government of $261,000 this year and $1.2 million in 

2021-22, and the reduction of the research and development tax 

credit appears to see a $25,000 increase in government revenue 

this year and $100,000 next year. Of course, while it’s revenue 

for government, that also means that someone else is paying the 

bill for that.  

Could he please elaborate on those areas? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: As the member opposite knows from 

his experience in government, that’s just the way that the 

system works as far as how that gets taken out. We know that 

60 percent of it will be taken out of business, and, again, that’s 

just an automatic reaction based on the mechanisms that we 

have in place for those who are spending either income tax 

versus corporate tax.  

Again, when it comes to past experiences, taking a look at 

statistical analysis of other jurisdictions that have changed their 

rate when it comes to the insurance premiums, it’s not an equal 

and opposite reaction that those particular jurisdictions then 

have an automatic change. Again, a small jurisdiction like 

Yukon coming up to a national average, on the grand scheme 

of things, will be a very small amount on the national 

consideration. From looking at previous jurisdictions that have 

come into that average, it’s not equated with increases to those 

regions in insurance premiums. That’s the due diligence that we 

have done.  

Again, we believe that right now we are already in that 

situation where we are paying based upon those averages, and 

it’s our due diligence to make sure that changes that haven’t 

happened in decades get us in line with other jurisdictions, so 

those are the actions that we’re seeing here today.  

Again, these costs will be borne by companies that are 

mostly based in Québec and Ontario. We won’t see a corollary 

here in the Yukon. 

Mr. Cathers: In the interest of moving on to other 

matters, I will wrap up my questions at this point. I guess we 

will see what the actual impacts on Yukon companies will be. 

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Deputy Chair, I just want to start with 

the first thing that this enactment of the Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020 does, which is to repeal the Fireweed 

Fund Act. I have to say that I was not that familiar with that act, 

so I did a bit of research on the Fireweed Fund Act. I went back 

to Hansard of November 1999 — so 20 or so years ago — and 

I see that this was a bill that was introduced by the then-

government of the day under Mr. Piers McDonald. There had 

been a fair amount of consultation and extensive research done 

on a long paper that had been prepared, entitled Labour-

sponsored Venture Capital in the Yukon, by Luigi Zanasi and 

Malcolm Taggart with the assistance of Rod Snow of Davis 

LLP. 

I raise this because it is interesting to see, when I go 

through the history — I just want to quote on page 5447 of 

Hansard from November 9, 1999. Mr. Jack Cable stood and 

said — and I quote: “I am pleased to rise on behalf of the 

Liberal caucus to support this bill. The lack of a pool of venture 

capital, or risk capital, in the Yukon has long been identified as 

a stumbling block in business development and job creation, 

particularly for small and medium businesses.” 

He talks about how this has been a long period — two years 

at least — from when there had been a number of fora in the 

Yukon to discuss that. It goes on to talk about how these labour-

sponsored venture capital funds are potentially useful tools and 

that we approach them on that basis.  

Then, Mr. Deputy Chair, I see how the then-Yukon Party 

Leader of the day, John Ostashek, stood in the same House that 

day and said, “… I rise today in support of the principles of this 

bill. I have a few things…” — which he put on the record. Then, 

when I go forward to the actual line-by-line debate, I see that it 

passed with unanimous consent. 

My question really is: Is repealing the act the only measure 

that the government considered? What analysis did they do to 

determine options, other than repealing this legislation, that 

would complement or replace it? Mr. Piers McDonald, the 

Premier of the day, indicated that, when he spoke to introduce 

this bill, that it complemented other legislation that the NDP 

government of the day had introduced, which was the mineral 

exploration tax credit and the small business investment tax 

credit — we are also going to be debating that latter one again 

today. 

So, I would say that one of the things that I notice — so, 

this was in the late fall of 1999 — and we know that, in 2000, 

there was a change of government. So, we had a 22-month 

Liberal government that didn’t do anything with this thing in 

terms of breathing life into this — working with labour and 

other sources of venture capital to give life to this act. Then we 
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had 14 years of the Yukon Party that did nothing either. Then 

we have had almost four years of Liberal government. 

My question is: Is repealing it the only thing? As a tool, we 

talk about — and we are going to be talking about expanding 

the scope of the small business investment tax credit to a bigger 

investment tax credit. So, I guess, why would you abandon a 

piece of legislation that might be considered to be enabling 

more diverse sources of venture capital for this territory? 

Before I sit down — you know, we have just seen the 

government be willing to accede the Panache Ventures venture 

capital fund to the extent of at least $1.5 million — a venture 

capital fund that doesn’t have a track record at all. So, we would 

be looking at it in terms of sources here. My question is: Why 

not? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thanks for the question from the 

member opposite. So, really, it is not necessarily a political 

party — whether it be the Liberals back in 2000 or the Yukon 

Party for that matter or the 14 years after that — that really was 

the hesitant here. It’s up to the unions to provide that $4 million 

to enable this to move forward past the unanimous consent. It 

really was in the wheelhouse of the unions to seed this fund; 

they just never did.  

As we look at what we’re doing to stimulate the economy 

with joint ventures, we believe that the money well spent with 

Panache to enable First Nation development corporations and 

the technologies of today to be a sounder investment with 

taxpayers’ money. This type of legislation, back in the day — 

decades ago, it was the flavour of the day for sure, but again, 

the onus was then put on the union to put up the $4 million and 

they didn’t in 20 years.  

In those 20 years, what happens when an act doesn’t get 

enacted? Well, we are under the gun always when it comes to 

working with lawyer companies, working with financiers, 

accounting firms, and verification with the CRA. The amount 

of cost for us to talk about — “Well, no, it’s not enacted and 

here’s where” — that is an efficiency that was an obvious 

efficiency from the Financial Advisory Panel.  

The amount of human resources over 20 years explaining 

that this isn’t necessarily invoked, but it’s on our bills — that 

costs money. Twenty years of that without it actually being 

seeded by the unions — we feel that it would be very easy if a 

government decides that this is something that they want to put 

back on the bills or back in the Legislature — it would be easy 

to put back on, but by taking it off, we will reduce the cost and 

the human hours required by our public servants in addressing 

something that is 20 years old and has never been acted upon 

in that time frame. 

For us, this is a no-brainer on efficiencies based upon the 

analysis of the Yukon Financial Advisory Panel. We are putting 

money into joint ventures with Panache. That’s where we’re 

putting taxpayer money when it comes to those types of 

ventures — helping the business community thrive.  

Ms. Hanson: It’s interesting because, if we look at the 

last — over 20 years, we’ve seen successive governments do 

everything they can to ensure that they do not support unionized 

labour in government projects. We just saw a recent 

announcement in one of the small communities last week. It’s 

discouraging, at the very least, to see that as the rationale — 

and where is the role for government in terms of fostering a 

more equitable approach?  

Well, there are a number of other questions. We could go 

on at great length because I think it would be quite fascinating 

to read why former Liberal thinkers of the day — and I believe 

also current ones — thought this was a good idea, but let’s 

move on, Mr. Deputy Chair, to the changes to the small 

business investment tax credit, which is no longer going to be 

a small business investment tax credit. In some jurisdictions, it 

will just be an ordinary size one. Here, it is going to be rather 

large. 

I have a number of questions. We, as the NDP, had 

advocated for growing the scope in terms of the amount that 

was available to businesses for, I guess, the room for tax credit 

in the territory over the years. It would be interesting if the 

minister could explain to the House the basis for, first of all, the 

change that has been made from the current level, which I 

believe is $400,000 — he can correct me if I’m wrong — to 

what it is now. First of all, that is the scope. What is the 

rationale?  

Secondly, how many businesses — and if he could 

describe the sectors — have availed themselves of this small 

business investment tax credit? How many are currently doing 

so? I will come back to a couple of others in a moment. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: With the small business investment 

tax credit now becoming the business investment tax credit — 

we can call it “BITC” from here on in if you want to have an 

easier way of saying it. There are some changes. For example, 

other than the title now being “business investment tax credit”, 

the per-company limit changed from $800,000 — not $400,000 

— in any year to $4 million in any rolling four-year period. 

That rolling four-year period test begins in 2023.  

Again, the reason for these changes is to stimulate 

business, for sure — with a whole bunch of different businesses 

— but we definitely have a keen lens toward Air North and 

what they are trying to accomplish, based on the success of 

previous investment opportunities that the company has put 

forth and also based on the fact that this company is growing 

quite well. We need to make sure that our numbers 

accommodate Air North as well as other businesses as we 

redesign this business investment tax credit. 

Again, another change is changing the maximum company 

size limit — changed from $25 million in assets, and then it is 

changed up to a temporary limit of $100 million until 2023. 

Again, if Air North is successful in their bid to expand their 

assets, we again need to make sure that this investment credit 

allows Air North to be able to apply. 

There is a test of 50 percent of the payroll in Yukon that is 

reduced to 25 percent, and also a test of 50 percent of assets in 

Yukon being replaced with the headquarters test as well — all 

extremely important measures, working with the business 

sector to make sure that some of the larger businesses, like Air 

North, have the ability to adhere to this. 

We have also had conversations with the tech community. 

We have had conversations with the hoteliers and companies as 

well as we design this new change. We are getting a lot of 
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positive feedback as to the changes, and I think that it is an 

important thing for us to do. 

So far, Mr. Deputy Chair, there have been nine companies 

that, over the last 17 years, have received just under $10 million 

through this programming, and we are really excited to be able 

to expand the investment abilities of Yukoners for Yukon 

businesses, including Yukon’s airline, Air North. 

Ms. Hanson: So, I have heard an awful lot of emphasis 

in the Premier’s — maybe unfortunately — reference — it 

sounds awfully much like an Air North bill. Full disclosure — 

I am a shareholder in Air North. I want that airline to succeed. 

That is not the issue. The issue is that, if we are making a 

change to a bill — as the minister just outlined — that is going 

to reach its apex in three or four years, to facilitate some major 

purchase — maybe, possibly — is that the only tool available?  

I mean, I just heard from the minister that we got rid of the 

basis of a fund because it didn’t seem to be working, and we 

didn’t think it was necessary to have it in the Income Tax Act 

because it caused this onerous drain on human resources having 

to do research — yada, yada — and now we’re saying that 

we’re prepared to make a change to the Income Tax Act for one 

company. Is that what we’re saying?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, by increasing these, it’s not 

like we are decreasing the parameters; we’re increasing them.  

So, not only are they available for Yukon businesses, 

they’re also available for one of our larger Yukon businesses 

that has an eye to modernizing its fleet but also to reducing its 

carbon footprint. When we take a look at it, most of the 

greenhouse gas emissions are through transportation, and it’s 

pretty exciting to see where Air North wants to go with a 

modern fleet of vehicles that will be a lot more energy efficient. 

A lot of Yukoners do an awful lot of traveling on Air North.  

Again, by increasing thresholds, we’re not narrowing the 

field. We’re actually increasing the field to allow a larger 

company to qualify. I am not a shareholder of Air North, but I 

sure do like this program. You talk to Yukoners about the 

previous use of such funding opportunities and such investment 

opportunities — what a wonderful funding opportunity that was 

back in the day. We’re looking at modern approaches to helping 

our businesses.  

The member opposite says that we’re getting rid of a fund. 

We’re not getting rid of a fund when it comes to fireweed. That 

fund never was created. It has been on the books for way too 

long. What we’re doing is a modern approach that focuses in 

on things like Panache and the technologies field. We’re also 

enhancing our small business investment tax credit to include 

larger businesses like Air North — again, not limiting the 

possibilities, but increasing the possibilities.  

Ms. Hanson: Yes, I understand that. So, when Air North 

was able to expand, not only because of the provision of the 

small business investment tax credit that allowed Yukoners to 

invest in Air North as a sign of support for a Yukon business 

— it’s also 49-percent owned by Yukon First Nations.  

I’m interested if the minister could explain, as I understand 

it — and again, I said to his officials on Friday at the briefing 

that this needs to be able to be explained in plain language so 

that people like me can understand it — and people like those 

who are concerned about what goes on in the Yukon, and that 

includes many people.  

So, are we talking about changing the intent here? Is the 

intent to support the growth of Yukon-based businesses? 

Because I see, when I read this, a diminishment from 

50-percent to 25-percent ownership in the Yukon. Maybe I’m 

wrong.  

The minister can say that on the record because we didn’t 

get any crossover things. We tried asking those questions. The 

officials will nod and say that we did ask questions. They may 

have thought that they were inane, but they are the kinds of 

questions that people are asking.  

What is the purpose, and who is going to benefit? What 

other company in the Yukon — what other Yukon company — 

is of a scale to be able to take advantage of the kind of 

provisions that the minister has explained with respect to the 

acquisition of new airplanes for Air North? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, the changes as far as the 

headquarters and the 25 percent are to reflect the modern 

realities of Yukon’s airline, Air North. That is the threshold.  

We do hope that, in the future, this investment tax credit 

will attract other investments in other sectors of our economy 

of larger scale Yukon companies, but by reducing 

the percentage of payroll to 25 percent, again, it was 

specifically for Air North. I will say that on the floor of the 

Legislative Assembly, because that is an important credit that 

we need to consider if we are going to allow them to continue 

to do the great work that they’ve done in the past as far as 

investment opportunities for Yukoners. 

Those two test changes are based on our larger air provider, 

but again, these do not decrease the availability of these funds 

for other Yukon businesses; it just allows Air North to apply. 

Ms. Hanson: Is there a limit for any one entity or 

company to apply for it in a year? I am assuming — again, the 

minister can correct me if I’m wrong — that there is an annual 

cap to the tax credit that’s available. We are not going to have 

an unlimited tax credit; we have a limit to it. The minister can 

clarify what that annual tax credit room is and whether or not 

there is a limit that any one entity or company can use of that 

cap.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, there is a four-year rolling limit 

of $4 million. In that time frame, any company can apply to up 

to $4 million.  

Ms. Hanson: So, if a company applies for $4 million, 

does that mean it is gone for the four-year rolling period? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Yes. 

Ms. Hanson: I guess my question is very 

straightforward, then: How does that deal with the diversity that 

we are trying to build in this territory? He has mentioned that 

this is available to hoteliers. Does that mean that the big chains 

are going to be able to come in here and use our tax credit to 

allow them — who are already making a whack of money 

elsewhere? Would Apple be able to come here and avail 

themselves of the tech sector that he mentioned as part of this 

investment tax credit? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, if Apple decided to come up 

here and put a headquarters in Yukon, then, again, if they had 
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25 percent of their payroll in Yukon, that would be pretty 

interesting, but again, there are parameters set out here. We 

recognize that a lot of this is going toward Air North. Again, 

that rolling average will be reconsidered after a time frame, but, 

yes, if companies did adhere to the new qualifications of this 

small business investment tax credit, they too would be able to 

apply. 

Ms. Hanson: I think that this will provide a significant 

requirement for oversight in terms of ensuring that there is 

fairness and equity and in terms of it not just being gobbled up 

by one company — $4 million. If I’m hearing the minister 

correctly — if somebody indicates that they are going to need 

the $4 million, that is the cap and it’s gone, so we have created 

that one purpose, as the minister said.  

I will move on.  

The Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020 also 

provides, in section 12, for the reduction in the research and 

development tax credit from 15 percent to 12 percent. I 

understand, and the minister can explain — we raised some 

concerns about that in the briefing last week. Mainly, we raised 

those concerns because we were concerned that, in 2020 — for 

a budget for these two years — it gave the wrong signal — to 

be suggesting that a territory that is talking about, as the 

minister just did, the importance of the tech sector and that we 

would be reducing the research and development tax credit. So, 

we did some checking around and checked to see who in the 

broad community was aware of this and we found nobody who 

was. We’re curious as to what consultation was done in 

advance by anybody in the government with respect to the 

reduction of the research and development tax credit.  

Hon. Mr. Silver: We do have an amendment and so 

what we will do is, as we get to that line in the bill, we will be 

putting an amendment in. Again, with the quick conversations 

that we’re having here and the lion’s share of these budget 

measures having not a lot of necessarily — well, by the 

opposition wanting us to get this out the door and we appreciate 

that.  

I will say that, when it comes to the research and 

development and tax credits specifically — since 2017, Yukon 

and Canada have lowered the tax burden on all businesses to 

begin with. We’ll start with that. Experience has shown that few 

Yukon companies have ever actually qualified for this credit 

that we’re speaking of on the floor of the Legislative Assembly 

— a couple of southern companies, basically. So, lowering the 

tax rate and broadening the tax base is a better strategy, in our 

minds, for local business product development. Yukon is 

supporting that diversification in these measures and 

innovation in many ways outside of the tax system.  

Examples include support for things like YuKonstruct, the 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship program at Yukon College — 

to name a few programs — where we’ve also provided 

$2 million to the Yukon First Nation Investment Corporation to 

develop a local entrepreneurial investment capacity-building 

program. We’re trying to use modern processes to hone in on 

programs, services, reliefs, and tax benefits to local businesses 

and that’s part of this budget implementation act.  

Again, when it comes to the specifics of the research 

development tax credit, not a lot of Yukon companies are 

applying for it. Yukon is the only territory to offer this credit to 

begin with. The Yukon’s credit is one of the highest in Canada, 

even after these changes — going from 15 down to 12. That’s 

worth remarking on again. Still, we are the only territory that 

offers it and still one of the highest in Canada to offer these 

incentives — these credits.  

Individuals receive 15 percent and corporations receive 

12 percent in eligible expenditures. An average of five percent 

is recoverable if research is done in conjunction with the 

college. This basically compares favourably with BC and 

Saskatchewan; they are both at 10 percent. We are at 

12 percent, if we were going to do these changes. Alberta 

cancelled their credit completely on January 1, 2020. Manitoba 

is at 15 percent, but only half of that amount is generally 

refundable.  

Again, we believe that these changes were still keeping us 

at the higher level right across Canada. We are the only territory 

to offer these types of credits. Ontario has multiple programs, 

but the most similar to Yukon offers a credit of only 

eight percent. With our reduction from 15 to 12, we still believe 

that we have one of the stronger credit programs in the nation. 

What we would like to see is focusing and targeting our tax 

credit on local companies. That is mostly what we are doing.  

With all that said, I do take from the NDP question about 

consulting when it comes to this — subsequent to this, when 

we did the changes from 15 percent to 12 percent for our 

corporate tax rate, this should have been applied, but it was one 

of those oversights. It wasn’t applied at that time.  

So again, I am happy to have that conversation with Yukon 

businesses. I am also happy to amend Bill No. 8 so that we will 

take these changes directly out and have that opportunity to 

consult with Yukoners to let them know exactly where we stand 

on that particular measure.  

Ms. Hanson: I don’t think we can understate that we are 

happy and gratified that the government has recognized that 

there is a need to actually do that consultation, but I do point 

out that we’ve been having this conversation over the last week 

and a bit since the House came back — that we are in a really 

uncertain time. We have seen the stock markets collapse. We 

have seen mineral prices collapse. This is not the time to follow 

the lead of Alberta. For goodness sake, look at the gaming 

industry there when they got rid of this credit. Why would we 

do that? Research and development, Mr. Deputy Chair. The 

Atlantic is also keeping its research and development tax rate 

at 15 percent.  

If we look at comparing us with Nunavut and the 

Northwest Territories, I think Yukon has considered itself a 

leader — and rightly so — over the last number of years with 

respect to the number of innovative and tech companies that are 

trying to make it here.  

One of the big concerns that is there — and I am sure that 

the minister will find this when he and the Minister of 

Economic Development finally do consultations with folks in 

the tech sector — is that many of these young entities — first 

of all, it is one thing to say that you are going to reduce 



1070 HANSARD March 16, 2020 

 

corporate taxes, but you have got to have income to tax — same 

with personal income tax. So, a lot of these young — I say 

“young” because they are young and not necessarily the 

proponents — but if you look at the history and the length of 

time that some of these entities have been around in terms of 

developing and doing the research and development leading 

toward a viable business that would be based in the Yukon, if 

we scare people away by not supporting them at the critical 

stages, they have to work hard now to combine their Yukon tax 

credit with the federal scientific research and economic 

development tax credit. I may have the wrong title for that, but 

I think that is roughly what it is called.  

What we’re seeing is that this is a — the question is — at 

that stage of your business, some companies, some entities, are 

going to be forced with a choice of: Is it here that we stay? Or 

do we go someplace else to try to make this work? Because if 

we can’t get the support that we need here, I question how 

strong the commitment is to actually going beyond being a 

grants program, as opposed to actually getting and facilitating 

the development of businesses that could become viable.  

That is what we have seen across the board. Actually, it is 

kind of funny because I used the wrong — probably — example 

of Apple, but when you think about it, even Apple started with 

research and development support; it didn’t do it on its own. It 

wasn’t Bill Gates’ brain that got all the money — it was because 

government was there with the patient capital. So, we are not 

talking about patient capital here; we are talking about a tax 

credit. 

I just really hope that, when we see the amendment today 

and when we see the follow-up on it from the government over 

the next short while, that the consultation will be full and that 

it will involve as many people as possible who are currently — 

and I get the point that there is a small number of people who 

are actively involved in this, but that is the way it is. The private 

sector is relatively small in this territory. The folks who are 

doing this advanced kind of research and development are 

smaller yet. That doesn’t mean that we don’t need to support 

them by whatever means we have. If a tax credit is how we do 

it, then I am encouraged that the government is willing to take 

a breather on this and remove it from the Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020. 

When we go through it line by line — the minister has just 

made a couple of comments with respect to the Financial 

Advisory Panel as one of the driving forces behind this. There 

are some comments from the Financial Advisory Panel report 

that contradicts some of the assumptions with respect to the 

rebates on the fuel oil tax and the carbon tax. We will come 

back to that when we get to line-by-line debate — just to give 

the minister a bit of a heads-up that there is somewhat of an 

inconsistency there in terms of the government’s intent vis-à-

vis the overall objective with respect to climate change.  

For now, I think those are the key areas that I had wanted 

to raise. We had asked a number of other questions in the 

briefing, but I think most of those were addressed in the 

briefing. I am speaking to the issue of how they are going to 

establish the regulations for determining proportional payments 

to First Nations and municipal governments — but we are 

prepared to move on, Mr. Deputy Chair. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, just to get a bit more clarity on 

who is benefitting from this credit as it currently stands: In the 

last two years, 14 companies have applied, making 22 different 

claims, but 80 percent of those are firms that are outside of the 

Yukon. They are not Yukon companies. Again, the member 

opposite said not to follow the lead of Alberta. We are not. We 

are just simply saying that having this reduced from 15 percent 

to 12 percent still keeps us at the top of the pack when it comes 

to incentives in the nation. There are no other incentives in the 

other territories.  

Yes, we are leading because we already have this credit. I 

take the member opposite’s criticism on that, but we are 

leading. The rates at which we are offering this — if it does go 

down to 12 eventually — are still leading Canada for these 

initiatives. Add on to that the partnerships that we have had 

with the First Nation development corporations to make 

Panache a reality, the YuKonstruct through the Deputy 

Premier, and his work through Economic Development to help 

support tech companies. We are absolutely honing in to make 

sure that the monies that we offer through taxpayers’ dollars are 

maximized for Yukon businesses and for those who want to 

join Yukon businesses as well. 

The member opposite talked a bit about the First Nation 

tax credit. Again, the Budget Measures Implementation Act, 

2020 is proposing very minor technical amendments to that 

First Nation tax credit, and these changes are in response to a 

request from Canada to improve the clarity of the act with 

respect to the tax credits that do not impact the First Nation tax 

credits.  

I hope that adds a little bit of clarity as to the current 

subscription to the research and development tax credit and also 

to the implementation of changes to the First Nation tax credit.  

Deputy Chair: Is there any further debate on Bill No. 8, 

entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020? 

Seeing none, we will move to clause-by-clause debate.  

On Clause 1 

Clause 1 agreed to 

On Clause 2 

Clause 2 agreed to 

On Clause 3 

Clause 3 agreed to 

On Clause 4 

Clause 4 agreed to 

On Clause 5 

Clause 5 agreed to 

On Clause 6 

Clause 6 agreed to 

On Clause 7 

Clause 7 agreed to 

On Clause 8 

Clause 8 agreed to 

On Clause 9 

Clause 9 agreed to 

On Clause 10 
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Ms. Hanson: I would just like to have confirmation with 

respect to clause 10(3)(d). Is the intention here — is it the wages 

and salaries — does the corporation have to be headquartered 

in Yukon? Or is it just that salaries and wages of 25 percent of 

its employees is attributable to duties performed by employees 

in the Yukon? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Looking at 13(1)(a) will bring some 

clarity to that question. Throughout the taxation year, that 

includes the time that the corporation — private corporation or 

cooperative corporation — with a head office in Yukon. So, 

specifically for a head office being in Yukon.  

Clause 10 agreed to 

On Clause 11 

Clause 11 agreed to 

On Clause 12 

Hon. Mr. Silver: After conversation with the 

opposition, I move an amendment at this point.  

 

Amendment proposed 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move: 

THAT Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, be amended by deleting clause 12 at 

pages 9 and 10 and by renumbering the later clauses, and any 

cross-references to them, accordingly.  

Deputy Chair: The amendment is in order. 

It has been moved by Mr. Silver:  

THAT Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, be amended by deleting clause 12 at 

pages 9 and 10 and by renumbering the later clauses, and any 

cross-references to them, accordingly.  

Ms. Hanson: I thank the Minister of Finance for 

acknowledging the concerns that have been raised and for 

making the amendment, as outlined here. I would also like to 

thank the officials — everywhere from the Clerk’s Office to, 

I’m sure, the Department of Finance, and others — who 

scrambled to facilitate getting this done in time for us to be able 

to achieve the objective of the government, which is to see the 

passage of this Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020 and 

also to address concerns raised within the general research and 

tech community, that this would benefit from further 

conversation. 

Deputy Chair: Is there any further debate on the 

amendment? 

Amendment to Clause 12 agreed to 

Clause 12, as amended, agreed to 

On Clause 13 

 

Amendment proposed 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move: 

THAT Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, be amended in clause 13, at page 11, 

by deleting subclause (5). 

Deputy Chair: The amendment to clause 13 of Bill 

No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020, is 

in order. 

It has been moved by Mr. Silver:  

THAT Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, be amended in clause 13, at page 11, 

by deleting subclause (5). 

Amendment to Clause 13 agreed to 

Clause 13, as amended, agreed to 

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request 

the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all 

remaining clauses and the title of Bill No. 8, entitled Budget 

Measures Implementation Act, 2020, read and agreed to. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all remaining 
clauses and title of Bill No. 8 read and agreed to 

Deputy Chair: Ms. White has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all remaining clauses and the title of Bill 

No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020, 

read and agreed to. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

Clauses 14 to 28 deemed read and agreed to 

On Title 

Title read and agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that you 

report Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation 

Act, 2020, with amendment. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Chair report Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, with amendment. 

Motion agreed to  

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that the 

Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020, and directed me to report the bill 

with amendment. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole. 

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried. 
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Unanimous consent re proceeding with third 
reading of Bill No. 8, Budget Measures 
Implementation Act, 2020 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3 and 

Standing Order 55(2), I request the unanimous consent of the 

House to move at this time the motion for third reading of Bill 

No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020. 

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant 

to Standing Order 14.3 and Standing Order 55(2), requested the 

unanimous consent of the House to move at this time the 

motion for third reading of Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures 

Implementation Act, 2020.  

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Bill No. 8: Budget Measures Implementation Act, 
2020 — Third Reading 

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 8, standing in the name of 

the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 8, entitled Budget 

Measures Implementation Act, 2020, be now read a third time 

and do pass. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Mr. Silver that 

Bill No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 

2020, be now read a third time and do pass. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m very pleased to introduce Bill 

No. 8, entitled Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020, for 

third reading. I want to thank the members of the Legislative 

Assembly on both sides of the House for the expeditious 

process today. I think that this is an extremely important bill to 

get put forward in light of where we are with COVID-19.  

Again, thank you to the opposition for unanimous consent 

to get into third reading here.  

I believe that, with lower taxes, employers can invest in 

marketing, training, and innovation to create more good jobs in 

Yukon, and I’m very pleased to see this coming to pass with 

the passing of this bill.  

Effective January 1, 2021, the government will lower the 

small business corporate tax rate from a rate of two percent to 

zero percent. In the 2021-22 year, the first complete fiscal year 

following the implementation of the new tax, Yukon businesses 

will see a reduction of the corporate tax bill of approximately 

$2 million annually. Personal income tax revenue will increase 

by an estimated $1.2 million annually. This is due to the 

automatic reduction of the dividend tax credit that will result 

from the changing of the corporate tax rates. That’s pretty 

exciting news for Yukoners and Yukon businesses.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, the net impact of the changes of 

the Income Tax Act in 2018-19 would be approximately 

$800,000 in savings for Yukoners and their businesses.  

Mr. Speaker, we are streamlining the business investment 

tax credit with the goal of having it fully subscribed, and the 

legislation effectively limits what the program could cost the 

treasury to $1 million per year. Historic costs have been about 

one-tenth of this limit. We want Yukoners to invest in local 

Yukon businesses, and that is what we are seeing through this 

bill.  

The Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020 is revenue 

positive in the amount of approximately $1 million per year for 

Yukoners because it also amends the Insurance Premium Tax 

Act. Effective January 21, 2021, the rate of tax on insurance 

premiums will change to four percent from the current rates of 

either two percent or three percent, depending on the type of 

insurance. Moving to a simplified approach of having a single 

premium rate, a rate that is more representative of the rates 

charged elsewhere, will provide approximately $2.6 million in 

additional revenue. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I do really sincerely want to thank the 

opposition parties for moving forward on our budget bills, and 

our budget measures implementation bill as well in light of the 

current situation with COVID-19. Again, it’s amazing what we 

can get accomplished when we are working together. I want to 

thank the Clerk’s office and you, Mr. Speaker, for helping in 

this endeavour and also all of the public servants who really 

have rallied not only today with the movement of these bills but 

in the last couple of weeks and the last couple of months when 

it comes to dealing with something that is unprecedented in 

Yukon history as far as preparedness for this infectious disease 

that is on everybody’s mind.  

With that, Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. 

 

Speaker: Is there any further debate on Bill No. 8 at 

third reading? 

Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called. 

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Ms. McLeod: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. Hanson: Agree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are nine yea, five nay.  

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried. 

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 8 agreed to 

 

Speaker: I declare that Bill No. 8 has passed this House. 
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Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
Second Reading — adjourned debate 

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 203, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver; adjourned debate, 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Mr. Speaker, to expedite the work of 

the House this afternoon, I have decided to conclude my 

remarks. 

Speaker: Is there any further debate on second reading 

of Bill No. 203?  

 

Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I will be much 

shorter than I had originally planned in speaking to the budget 

here in light of the rapid developments in the Yukon and 

neighbouring jurisdictions, as well as worldwide, related to 

COVID-19. In the interest of expediting debate that we 

discussed, I will take some of the items that I intended to 

include in my speech at second reading and follow up with 

ministers via letter. That includes both constituent issues and 

department issues related to my critic roles, so I will again be 

relatively short in my remarks here. 

I would just reiterate the concern that we had flagged 

previously last week in raising the issues around the COVID-19 

pandemic with the government, that it seems that the 

government had been oblivious to what was going on around 

the world around us and didn’t really expect this pandemic to 

affect the Yukon — or so it seems. 

The budget speech repeatedly bragged about economic 

growth for this fiscal year and, in the budget and the fiscal and 

economic outlook, the Premier predicted 6.2-percent growth in 

gross domestic product this year, spending part of last week 

trying to defend that prediction before apparently recognizing 

now that, indeed, the world has changed as a result of both the 

health and the economic impacts related to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

In terms of that, I am just going to briefly speak to that 

because it is the most top-of-mind issue that we are dealing with 

right now. It is a very important one, and as we know from 

Dr. Hanley, our chief medical officer, as well as public health 

officers across Canada, the United States, and around the world, 

it is a very serious matter that should be dealt with calmly but 

needs to be responded to with thoughtful and appropriate 

actions — also that those actions can mitigate both the health 

and economic impacts. 

In terms of the government’s readiness, I would point out 

that pandemic planning was done a couple of times during my 

time in government. It seems that, until recently, the 

government has not dusted off the work that had been done, 

recognized the fact, nor been ready for the likelihood of 

COVID-19 causing impacts here in the Yukon. I would just 

note that, in speaking to that, there are a few things that I would 

encourage the government to step up their game on. These 

include both internal and external communications. One of the 

lessons learned from SARS in Ontario was the importance of 

those internal and external communications. In the absence of 

government communicating effectively and regularly with 

municipalities and First Nations, this can lead other 

government leaders to contradict the messages coming from 

public health. In the absence of it communicating clearly with 

its own employees, there can be significant fears on the part of 

its staff about what the effects may be on their families.  

It is important as well for government to improve its 

communications directly with other Yukoners, including 

Yukon businesses in areas such as retail, restaurants, tourism, 

et cetera, about the steps they can take to reduce the risk of the 

spread of COVID-19, as well as to improve sanitation in those 

areas — for example, what steps they may wish to take if they 

have a staff member or customer who is either suspected to 

have COVID-19 or has recently come from outside Canada 

within that time period and has now been recommended for a 

14-day quarantine. 

It is important as well that others who I have heard from 

who have not been hearing the messages directly from 

government — that they should have included non-

governmental organizations, churches, and communications 

with municipalities — as I mentioned before, they have not 

been as strong as they should have been. Government also 

needs to recognize the importance of communicating with 

Emergency Medical Services, including especially its own staff 

and to supervisors and others in rural Yukon, to make sure that 

they are both provided with up-to-date information and 

protocols and that they know who to contact if they have 

questions. The same would apply to fire departments.  

I would note that the government seems to be just now, 

from what we are hearing from employees, figuring out the 

very important question of who can work from home and avoid 

going into work. I have heard from staff who advised that they 

have been told that there is a limit to the number of people who 

are able to do that due to technical issues related to the 

government computer system. I would ask if the Premier or 

other members could confirm that and indicate what it is. It 

seems as well that government has been slow to build its surge 

capacity through reaching out to retired senior staff and others 

from Health and Social Services, Community Services, and 

other departments. Of course, I would hope that they are 

reaching out as well to retired doctors, nurses, and other health 

professionals. We would ask that government update us on this 

work within the coming days. 

I would note that I will be following up with government 

— likely with the Minister of Community Services — with a 

few names that I would suggest of retired staff who have 

significant expertise and, I would expect, might be willing to 

help out — but I won’t bring individual names up here in the 

assembly this afternoon. 

I would note as well that, while the message is coming out 

from the chief medical officer of health — the importance of 

staff who don’t need to be at work to be working at home — I 

have heard reported from staff that they are needing approval 

at a deputy minister level before staff in some departments are 

able to stay home. I would appreciate it if government could 

clarify what is happening there. This is an area where — as 

worldwide events were developing, recognizing that recently 

the events in Canada have taken place rather quickly, the events 

in China happened more than two months ago, and, at that point 
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in time, government should have been moving into a 

preparatory mode and been ready with some of the questions 

that I am asking for answers to today. I am hearing from the 

staff and from municipalities and others who are still looking 

for answers from government because government has so far 

not been following the best practices learned out of SARS and 

other pandemic preparedness and really needs to step up its job 

in terms of that communication. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, just in the interest of expediting 

debate, I would wrap up my remarks, but I would note again, 

as we did earlier, that we recognize the importance of providing 

funding for the key areas that government needs to operate in, 

including the vital importance of investing in the hospital and 

other parts of our health system, particularly in light of the 

situation that we are in.  

There are areas where we have concerns with regard to the 

budget, including the very thin budget surplus and the fact that 

it appears that government may be doing like it did in the 

2019-20 fiscal year — bringing in a budget but bringing in 

significant revisions later on that, if they are as large as they 

were last year, could potentially take this budget surplus into 

deficit. 

We are also concerned by the growth of net debt overall. 

With that, while I would ideally have liked to have gone 

on longer, in the interest of expediting debate and ensuring that, 

if an unanticipated disruption occurs, we’re able to move 

forward, I will conclude my remarks and bring up other matters 

at a later date in debate or via letter.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close debate 

on second reading of Bill No. 203.  

Does any other member wish to be heard? 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It’s an absolute honour to rise today to 

speak again to the 2020-21 budget bill. I appreciate the 

questions and concerns from the opposition as well as the wise 

words from my caucus colleagues in support of our budget.  

I am proud to speak about this budget. We have made good 

on many of our commitments and continue to make Yukoners’ 

lives better through evidence-based decision-making and 

responsible spending.  

There is a $4.1-million surplus a year earlier than 

promised. This budget cuts taxes. Cutting the small business tax 

rate will save Yukon businesses $2 million per year.  

Changes to the Yukon basic personal amount under the 

Income Tax Act will result in Yukoners saving around 

$2.4 million per year as well.  

This budget includes major funding for community 

projects: the completion of the new Carmacks arena; upgrades 

to the arena in Mayo; new pools in Pelly Crossing and Ross 

River; completion of a state-of-the-art track and field facility at 

F.H. Collins Secondary School; a new community centre in Old 

Crow; a new Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth centre in Dawson City; 

a new skate park in Whitehorse; construction of a new French 

first language high school; planning for new schools in Whistle 

Bend and Burwash Landing and many other projects improving 

health, education, and infrastructure in Yukon communities.  

This budget also provides for innovative work in Yukon’s 

housing spectrum and includes: funding for a mixed-use 

housing project in Whitehorse; multiple-unit housing projects 

in Old Crow and Carcross; approximately $27 million to 

develop residential lots in Yukon communities; and an 

additional $30 million is allocated for retrofits to help 

Yukoners and Yukon businesses make buildings more energy 

efficient.  

The 2020-21 budget builds on the progress that our 

government has made while laying the foundation for a 

stronger future for all Yukoners.  

 

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question? 

Some Hon. Members: Division.  

Division 

Speaker:  Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Mr. Kent: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. Hanson: Disagree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are eight yea, six nay. 

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried.  

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 203 agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order.  

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21  

Deputy Chair: The matter now before the Committee is 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  
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Hon. Mr. Silver: Of course, as you can imagine, I have 

notes prepared for Committee of the Whole general debate, but 

after talking with the House Leaders, we have all decided — all 

three parties — to go past the general debate and get ourselves 

directly into the departments specifically. I want to thank the 

opposition members for that decision, and I will cede the floor.  

Mr. Kent: Yes. Just to echo what the Premier said, as 

part of our expediting some of the important bills that are before 

this House in this Spring Sitting, we’ve agreed to stand down 

on general debate and move into departmental debate. I thank 

members for that.  

Deputy Chair: Seeing no more general debate, we will 

now move into the votes on Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

The matter before the Committee is Vote 51, Community 

Services. We’ll just take a minute for the people to move in and 

then we’ll get right to it.  

 

Department of Community Services 

Deputy Chair: Is there any general debate on Vote 51? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I am happy again to welcome back 

Deputy Minister Matt King and our director of Finance, 

Mr. Phil MacDonald.  

I will just make a few very, very brief opening remarks and 

then hopefully get into conversation with the members here. 

First of all, this is a large budget for Community Services. Over 

the past couple of years, we have been building up — not so 

much on the operation and maintenance side but more on the 

capital side. The two big drivers there are infrastructure 

development and land development. 

This year, we have $100 million going into our capital 

budget. These are significant increases over time, and they 

represent a real investment both in infrastructure across all of 

our communities and in the development of land. On the 

operation and maintenance side, the budget is a total of 

$117 million. The big difference there this year will be around 

wildfire and how we address wildfire. Overall, the budget for 

wildfire is, I believe, $21.6 million this year. We are putting a 

lot of money into prevention, and we are dealing with reducing 

the risk of wildfire up front and working not only with our own 

department but with our partners, the First Nation wildfire 

crews. 

That is just a super high-level overview, Mr. Deputy Chair, 

and I look forward to getting into questions and responses from 

the members opposite. 

Mr. Cathers: In keeping with the discussions earlier, I 

will be shortening the questions from what we had originally 

envisioned asking in this area. 

I would like to begin by thanking the minister. I am pleased 

to see that the budget includes funding for something that we 

have been championing as the Official Opposition — targeted 

harvesting, in and near communities, of trees to reduce the 

wildfire risk. We have seen reference in the budget speech — 

and the minister made mention of it — to funding for fuel 

management fire mitigation projects and extending the season 

for First Nation crew members.  

Can the minister please tell us how much funding is for 

fuel management and how much is for fire mitigation? What is 

there in terms of funding for extending the season for First 

Nation crew members? If he doesn’t have that information at 

his fingertips, will he commit to getting back to us at a later 

date? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: So, there are a few numbers that I 

will share across. The first one is nearly $1.3 million, which is 

different from previous years, on fuel management for 

mitigation of the fire risk. We also have added about $400,000 

to extend the season. That is $400,000 for First Nation crews 

so that they come on sooner and leave later. There is another 

$100,000 for planning work around fuel reduction over time. 

So, it’s about working to look at all of our communities 

and how to plan to reduce the fuel load around each of the 

communities.  

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Deputy Chair, I thank the minister for 

that answer and look forward to hearing more details later. I 

would hope that he could get back to us with a legislative return 

identifying the projects in areas that this targeted harvesting 

work is being done.  

I am going to move to another area, which is the one of 

course that is very top of mind for everyone right now, which 

relates to COVID-19 and the advice and recommendations that 

have come from the chief medical officer of health regarding 

new actions that were just issued. It is advice and direction, I 

should say, that the chief medical officer issued this morning 

and which does require action on the part of government. I also 

understand that the Emergency Measures Organization, which 

of course is under Community Services, has a role in 

responding to this and in coordinating parts of the government 

response. Based on my understanding from the briefing we had 

from officials, the EMO is the emergency coordination centre 

and the medical health coordination centre was activated on 

January 28. I understand that there is a human resource and a 

command team working on the issue of preparedness. 

Can the minister please tell us what steps are being taken 

currently by his department, particularly within the areas of 

EMO, to deal with the response to this pandemic? What work 

are they doing both publicly and with other government 

departments, as well as with municipalities and First Nations? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer is that the Emergency 

Measures Organization is involved in several ways. First of all, 

based on our overall pandemic coordination plan, we’ve been 

working since the end of January — I think, the 28th of January, 

when the health emergency operation committee first got up 

and running.  

We, today, operationalized — or put in place — the 

emergency coordination centre in support of the health 

emergency operation centre overall to support the business 

continuity of essential services across government. There are 

all sorts of activities that the group is undertaking. For example, 

the executive committee on pandemic preparedness has been 

underway for a week or weeks right now. We also have a 

critical infrastructure management team working. We have the 

human resources management team working. We have the 

pandemic communications subcommittee working.  
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I met with the team last week to discuss other critical 

infrastructure around the territory. For example, the Minister of 

Health and Social Services spoke earlier today about phone 

lines and how to make sure that they were supported. That was 

one of the conversations. We have had calls to both 

municipalities and First Nations — both at the communications 

level and at the government level — and, of course, the Minister 

of Health and Social Services did calls as well with all of the 

First Nation health centres in coordination with health centres 

across the territory. 

We had another call today with municipalities and First 

Nations to discuss communications. So, the answer, I guess, is 

that it’s in quite a suite of ways that we are working to 

coordinate through the emergency operations department 

across all of government and the territory. 

Mr. Cathers: Earlier when I was speaking to the budget 

at second reading, I expressed concern of areas where it seems 

that some of the lessons learned from the SARS pandemic and 

the mistakes that were made in that seemed to have been 

forgotten in the government’s response to date. Those pertain 

especially to internal communication and external 

communication, including with other levels of government.  

I have heard concerns, as have my colleagues, about lack 

of communication with municipalities and First Nations. Could 

the minister indicate whether he has personally contacted 

mayors to discuss the issues related to this pandemic, and, if 

not, when he plans to do so? Could he indicate whether he or 

another of his colleagues has reached out to First Nation chiefs 

to discuss this pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer to both questions is 

yes. I personally was on a call this past Friday, I believe, where 

all municipalities were present. I can’t say that all mayors were 

there but most were there. 

Thanks to the chief medical officer of health, who has been 

doing a tremendous amount of work. He was part of that call as 

well. We hit the end of the scheduled time for the call and he 

had other obligations, but we stayed on the line with mayors 

and councils and took a list of extra questions, which we have 

passed back through the chief medical officer of health’s office. 

I think the other question that the Member for Lake 

Laberge had was: Have we been speaking with First Nation 

chiefs and councils? Again, the answer is yes. It has not been 

Community Services that has led that, but we have had one joint 

call, I believe, today with both First Nations and municipalities 

to discuss communications, but I do know that there was a call 

again last week where the First Nations were all involved.  

I believe that there was also — as part of our ongoing four-

times-a-year meetings with First Nations through the Yukon 

Forum, we have established a communications protocol. As 

soon as things were starting to ramp up with COVID-19, the 

Premier directed that this be the tool that is used to 

communicate with our First Nation partners. 

Mr. Cathers: I am not going to spend too much time on 

this point in the interest of time, but it is an important one. I 

would point out that meeting four times a year — or whatever 

the number is — with mayors or with the Yukon Forum, while 

those are valuable venues, in a rapidly developing situation like 

the COVID-19 pandemic, it is important that communication 

both at a department level and at a leadership level — by that, 

I mean a ministerial or Premier level — with other levels of 

government in the territory occur regularly so that they are 

apprised of those developments and so that they are aware of 

who they can talk to if they have questions.  

I am simply pointing that out to the minister and his 

colleagues because that was one of the lessons learned from 

SARS when I was Minister of Health and Social Services and 

then the Yukon government’s lead in participating in the 

federal-provincial-territorial work around pandemic planning. 

One of the important lessons learned from SARS was that 

communication failures internally and externally had resulted 

in unnecessary health and economic problems. To date, 

government has been making some of the same mistakes. I 

recognize that people are working hard at trying to correct 

problems, but I do feel obliged to identify where there have 

been problems and encourage government simply to correct 

them going forward. I am sure that the minister as well as 

department staff are all doing their level best, but I would be 

remiss if I did not point out an opportunity for improvement 

because it is a very important one. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, there seems to have been a delay in 

determining which staff can work from home in government 

departments. I know that I have been receiving questions, 

including today — both this morning and this afternoon — 

from staff who have not heard yet who can work from home 

and who cannot. There have been concerns from people about 

situations involving individuals in the workplace who may have 

had a cold and causing concern for people about the potential 

risk to themselves. There seems to be a lack of information and, 

for some people, concern because of that lack of information. 

So, can the minister confirm: Is it correct that departments 

are just now determining which staff can work from home? If 

that is the case, can he indicate why that work wasn’t done 

earlier — for example, in January after the serious news coming 

out of China made it evident that this could potentially become 

a worldwide problem? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, I thank the member 

opposite for his suggestion that there should be regular 

communications. I completely agree, and that was the purpose 

of today’s call with municipalities and First Nations. It was how 

to establish regular communications and how we would work 

both in hearing from our communities and in sharing 

information back to our communities, so I thank him for that 

suggestion. 

Since the end of January, as I have already described, when 

the health emergency operations centre first got up and running, 

the Emergency Measures Organization has been working to 

support all departments in developing their business continuity 

plans and looking at essential services, including work-from-

home provisions.  

One of the things that I will say is that it is active work. For 

example, as the chief medical officer of health elevates certain 

rules around us, then the conditions change and we actually go 

then and revisit what that means for various departments. We 

are working closely, for example, with the Public Service 
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Commission around their work with the whole of government. 

As I mentioned earlier, there was a whole subtheme developed 

under the pandemic coordination plan around human resources. 

That group is active at all times.  

We didn’t start from zero. There was work, as the member 

opposite noted, previously with the pandemic coordination plan 

that came both under SARS and H1N1. That work was pulled 

out and then amended or adapted because COVID-19 

represents a different set of conditions that we need to adjust to.  

I will also say that the situation is ongoing and fluid. The 

work is across government and is well supported by the 

Emergency Measures Organization, and I’m happy to answer 

further questions.  

Mr. Cathers: At this point in the process, I don’t think 

that there’s a lot of point to spending too much time reflecting 

on the past, but I would just express the concern to the minister 

that it seems that, both with regard to the staffing plan and some 

of the work that is being done now, it does seem to me that it 

should have been done a couple months ago, once the situation 

was developing.  

That being said, we are where we are, and I recognize that 

staff of multiple departments, as well as the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation and other corporations within government, are 

working hard to do what they can to get ready.  

I would just ask the minister with regard to that: When do 

they expect to a have a clear sense of which staff can work from 

home, and when do they expect to be able to roll that out?  

Secondly, I have heard from a government employee that, 

because of computer network issues, there is a limitation on 

how many government staff can work remotely. Their 

understanding is that it was thought to be only 700 staff who 

could work from home due to network capacity.  

Could the minister please confirm whether or not that is 

correct, or if that number that was passed on to me was a 

misunderstanding on the part of the person who passed that 

information on? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: As I mentioned earlier when I was 

listing off what the Emergency Measures Organization is 

doing, they have these various teams that they are working 

with. I said that one of them is the human resources team. For 

example, they have been working very closely with the Public 

Service Commission. Another one of those teams is the critical 

infrastructure team. They work, again, to support being able to 

work remotely from homes.  

First of all, the Member for Lake Laberge is correct in that 

the number of people we are able technically to support through 

a remote login is 700, but all of our staff can work to get their 

e-mail remotely and can work through SharePoint. Work can 

continue. As well, I understand from a brief conversation with 

the Minister of Highways and Public Works that there are extra 

servers that are on their way here. My understanding is that, 

within a short period of time, we expect to be able to 

accommodate 50 percent of government staff working and 

logged in remotely. 

As I have been saying, the work has been ongoing — well, 

I will put the timeline as the end of January when we first 

identified a case in Canada of COVID-19. That was sort of the 

trigger, and the Emergency Measures Organization has been 

working all along. Given the announcement today by 

Dr. Hanley, the chief medical officer of health, the decision was 

taken to put in place the emergency coordination centre. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, noting the time, I move that you report 

progress so that we can welcome the Commissioner in for 

assent for Bill No. 8. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Streicker that 

the Chair report progress 

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Deputy Chair: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole 

has considered Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21, and directed me to report progress. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole.  

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried.  

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of 

Yukon, in her capacity as Lieutenant Governor, to grant assent 

to a bill which has passed this House. 

 

Commissioner Bernard enters the Chamber announced by 

the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms 

ASSENT TO BILLS 

Commissioner: Please be seated. 

Speaker: Madam Commissioner, the Assembly has, at 

its present session, passed a bill to which, in the name and on 

behalf of the Assembly, I respectfully request your assent. 

Clerk: Budget Measures Implementation Act, 2020. 

Commissioner: I hereby assent to the bill as enumerated 

by the Clerk. 

 

Commissioner leaves the Chamber 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

Please be seated.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Seeing the time, I move that the 

House do now adjourn. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn.  

Motion agreed to 
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Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. tomorrow.  

 

The House adjourned at 5:23 p.m. 
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Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

  

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: I recognize that parts of the Order Paper will 

likely not be proceeding, but for the record, I will call them, in 

the event that something has changed. 

We will proceed at this time with the Order Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

Tributes. 

Are there any returns or documents for tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Hassard: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to live 

up to its commitment to provide regular briefings from the chief 

medical officer of health to the Official Opposition and the 

Third Party, to share up-to-date information on the global 

COVID-19 pandemic, the pandemic situation in the Yukon, and 

the ongoing measures being taken in response to this pandemic. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

follow the Government of Québec’s lead and immediately 

provide $573 per week to workers who have lost their income 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

implement immediate relief measures for parents and 

caregivers unable to access daycare services for the duration of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

immediately suspend rent and mortgage payments for 

Yukoners who have lost their income for the duration of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work 

with private and public utility providers to: 

(1) allow Yukoners who have lost their income to delay 

payments for electricity, heating, and Internet for the duration 

of the COVID-19 pandemic;  

(2) ensure that no Yukoner will see their electricity, 

heating, or Internet service disconnected for the duration of the 

COVID-19 pandemic; and 

(3) establish a phased repayment plan for those affected. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

direct the residential tenancies office to immediately put a halt 

on all evictions for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

This then brings us to Question Period.  

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus testing  

Mr. Hassard: So, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Ontario declared a state of emergency this morning. This 

afternoon, Alberta has declared a state of emergency, and 

Ottawa is essentially in lockdown. The WHO has said this is 

the defining health crisis of our time. Yet, the Premier tried to 

downplay the seriousness of this issue yesterday by claiming 

that there was no pandemic in Canada despite what experts say.  

This comes after last week when the Premier said anyone 

who is concerned is paranoid. Also, the Health minister keeps 

sharing inaccurate information with the public. Yesterday, the 

minister said that test results are still being returned in a three- 

to five-day timeline, but we have seen multiple reports that say 

that they are not.  

Can the minister tell us how many tests are now passed the 

three- to five-day timeline?  

Hon. Mr. Silver: To clarify, I did use the term 

“pandemic” from Dr. Tam on Sunday night. What I will 

apologize for is information on a Sunday night that was maybe 

not as pertinent on a Monday. Again, that’s not helpful 

language — so again, I apologize for that.  

But at the same time, what’s really important is that we do 

what Dr. Tam says. She has clearly told Canadians that now is 

the time to act to flatten that curve. COVID-19 is rapidly 

evolving and the impacts are being seen across the globe. 

Canada and Yukon are taking real precautions to keep people 

safe and to provide support to the people who need the supports 

that are based on COVID-19. 

Mr. Hassard: We certainly didn’t get an answer to that 

question, so let’s try again.  

If you call the 811 hotline — if you can actually get 

through — they will tell you that the test results can take six 

days or more. This is despite the fact that the Minister of Health 

and Social Services yesterday claimed that they were turning 

them around in three to five days. We’ve been asking the 

government since last week to take actions to enhance capacity 

to speed up testing.  

What actions is the government taking to ensure that our 

tests are not delayed further? 
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Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m happy to respond to the question. 

The information — as the Premier noted, things are changing 

very rapidly in the country and in Yukon as well. So, as things 

evolve, clearly, the health and safety of Yukoners is our top 

priority. As Dr. Hanley stated, now is the time for Yukoners to 

come together as a team and to take action.  

What I stated yesterday, what I stated a few days ago, and 

what Dr. Hanley, the chief medical officer, said a few days ago 

was that the tests will take three to five days. That’s what we 

informed Yukoners about. We know that things have escalated 

since that time. 

So, across Canada, 811 phone lines are experiencing 

extraordinarily high numbers of calls, and to ensure that 

Yukoners have access to their health questions, the 

Government of Yukon is further expanding the 811 health line, 

and I indicated that yesterday. We will ensure that we have a 

24-hour confidential line, and we are encouraging Yukoners to 

proceed to the yukon.ca website if they have any specific 

questions around COVID-19. If they are displaying symptoms, 

we encourage them to please call 811 or call your health 

centres, and they will then arrange for the testing to take effect. 

Similar to all of the other jurisdictions, we are working 

together on finding solutions as quickly as we can. 

Mr. Hassard: Again, I will remind the minister that the 

question is about the timelines on getting those tests turned 

around. We have been asking the government to develop a 

contingency plan for over a week to deal with the backlog of 

testing. Initially, the government told us not to worry, but now 

Yukoners are being told that their test results are being delayed 

to at least six days and possibly longer. The experience in South 

Korea shows that if you conduct quick and efficient testing, you 

can get ahead of the virus, but that means that we need to take 

action now to enhance and speed up our testing process. 

So, does the government have a plan to speed up testing, 

such as maybe diverting our testing to Alberta? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Coronavirus infections such as 

COVID-19 are diagnosed by a health care provider based on 

symptoms and are confirmed through laboratory tests. At this 

time, there are no capacity or supply issues in the Yukon. We 

are currently able to test every person who is showing 

COVID-19-related symptoms.  

As noted, the people who are tested are tested in the same 

way that seasonal influenza is tested. The tests then go to BC to 

the BC Centre for Disease Control for laboratory testing. They 

have expended their capacity to complete the COVID-19 tests 

more quickly. In tandem, other labs in BC are now testing for 

COVID-19.  

So, we are working with our partners. We are also shipping 

samples to BC on a daily basis. The member opposite is correct 

that the pressures have compounded across the country. The 

time has lagged a bit. We are working to expedite that so that 

— in normal circumstances, it’s three to five days; we will 

ensure that we will get back to that. It is important to remember 

that we are still in flu season. If you are not sick, we ask you to 

stay home and we ask you to please proceed to a public health 

office to book an appointment if you have a symptom. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. McLeod: Yukoners still have many questions 

regarding this government’s response to the growing impact on 

our community from the COVID-19 pandemic. Yesterday’s 

press conference and subsequent media created more questions 

than answers. Our offices have been contacted by concerned 

parents looking for clarification on how best to protect their 

children. 

During the press conference, the chief medical officer 

reassured Yukon parents that, if their employment situation was 

such that they require the services of daycare or spring break 

camp programming, it was safe to keep their kids in childcare. 

In the next breath, it was also recommended that Yukoners 

avoid gatherings of more than 50 people. We know of at least 

one spring break program in Whitehorse that has almost 100 

children registered.  

Can the minister clarify for Yukoners: Is it safe to keep 

children in childcare currently? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would advise that we follow the 

direction of the chief medical officers. They have made it quite 

clear and have given us instructions for gatherings of over 50. 

If there are circumstances that the member opposite is aware of 

that don’t fall in line with that, then it’s important that we know 

and we can then inform the chief medical officer and work with 

our communities.  

Currently, we have no cases in the Yukon. As of this 

morning, that is still the case. We will continue to work with 

the chief medical officer. We have supports for our childcare 

centres. We will do the very best we can to ensure that all of 

Yukon is supported, including the daycares. If there are 

circumstances that are presented, please let us know and we 

will work with you to the best of our abilities. 

Now, the fact is that the chief medical officer is well 

prepared. We are well prepared to deal with any situation in the 

Yukon and we will continue to do that with our partners.  

Ms. McLeod: I don’t believe that parents have received 

an answer from this Minister of Health and Social Services. The 

cumulative effects of the pandemic event cancellations and 

social distancing on our economy are not yet fully known. 

Consequences for the tourism and hospitality industries have 

been front of mind since the announcement of the cancellation 

of the Arctic Winter Games, but the ripple effect is 

encompassing many more industries.  

The advice to stay home and not congregate is not just 

affecting hotels, bars, and restaurants. The Yukon is home to 

many small businesses — many consisting of single, self-

employed owners/operators who deal one-on-one with their 

customers. Yet counsellors, massage therapists, hairstylists and 

many more have seen their bookings evaporate overnight since 

yesterday’s press conference.  

Can the minister clarify the government’s advice for 

Yukoners and small businesses? What are they supposed to do? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, whether it’s our health care 

system or our employees or our economy, our efforts are 

keeping Yukoners in mind, which again we did announce a 

package yesterday with $4 million being identified to support 

workers and businesses. We will continue to monitor the 
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situation and we are prepared to provide additional support as 

needed.  

In that package, we talked about providing sick leave. We 

understand that workers need support. Those who are impacted 

by COVID-19 and who do not have leave benefits will receive 

paid leave for up to 10 working days to cover that 14-day 

isolation period.  

There was a whole suite of other announcements that we 

made with exactly this in mind — with businesses and 

Yukoners in mind — whether it comes to waiving government 

fees, grants for event cancellation, tourism and marketing 

initiatives, culture industry initiatives, workers’ compensation 

initiatives, and a business advisory council being struck. On top 

of that, two different announcements from the federal 

government — one of $1 billion for health-related issues and 

another one of $10 billion.  

This situation is continuing to be monitored and what 

you’re seeing is governments at all levels doing what they can 

with the information they have and developing phased 

approaches to relief as the situations require. 

Ms. McLeod: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, but I’m pretty 

sure that all of these business owners and all of these people the 

government says they are helping would like to know how they 

can get this help.  

So, yesterday, this government announced a stimulus 

package to help Yukoners mitigate the impact of COVID-19. 

The Official Opposition members applaud this as a first step 

toward providing comfort and support for Yukoners, late as it 

may be. But, as I just mentioned in my previous question, the 

true fallout on Yukoners and Yukon businesses is quickly 

becoming more apparent, and yesterday’s package will only 

scratch the surface. As we pointed out yesterday, the tourism 

sector is expecting a $60-million downturn in their industry, 

and since that time, we have seen a major hotel in Whitehorse 

announce that it is closing due to the impacts of COVID-19. 

Yesterday’s aid package will not address all of these 

impacts. Yesterday’s efforts were largely targeted to tourism. 

So, can the minister clarify for this House how the 

government’s stimulus package will apply to small businesses 

and self-employed Yukoners in all Yukon industries? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I know that our Minister of Tourism 

and Culture would like to get to her feet as well to talk about 

initiatives for the tourism industry — but, again, Mr. Speaker, 

what I would like to say in the second answer here is that Yukon 

is in a very good position to mitigate the potential impacts of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. We are taking a proactive approach 

to minimize the risks of COVID-19 and support Yukon 

businesses as the situation evolves. This involves a multi-

phased, evidence-based approach to addressing both immediate 

pressures and long-term pressures. 

We will continue to work closely with the federal 

government as well to ensure that Yukoners are supported. This 

includes leveraging federal aid to maximize relief for Yukon 

and Yukon-affected industries. We are working to have these 

programs up and running as soon as possible and information 

will be made available as soon as possible at yukon.ca. 

In motions today, we heard specific suggestions from the 

NDP. I would like to know from the Member for Watson Lake 

what specific suggestions she has as well, and we could 

absolutely put that into our evidence-based approach as we 

work with businesses and communities and community leaders 

as well to make sure that we are well prepared for the next 

phase. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus preparedness 

Ms. White: Yesterday, the Prime Minister of Canada 

said in a press conference — and I quote: “… all Canadians as 

much as possible, should stay home.” This same message was 

said by the Prime Minister in this morning’s press conference. 

Meanwhile, Yukoners haven’t been told to stay home by 

anyone other than the Prime Minister of Canada. 

Government workers are waiting to hear back or they are 

being denied the request to work from home, and shockingly, 

we heard that yesterday a community health centre was asked 

to organize a community meeting about COVID-19. 

Mr. Speaker, can this government tell us which advice 

Yukoners are supposed to follow — the advice of the Prime 

Minister of Canada or the advice given by the Premier? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Clearly, we have indicated here in this 

Legislative Assembly — we communicated to Yukoners that 

we are following the advice of the chief medical officer of 

health.  

As noted, things are changing quite rapidly. So, we 

appreciate the concerns being raised, but we have also heard 

from many concerned Yukoners, and we are working around 

the clock to ensure that necessary measures are in place. We 

need to be community-minded and work together to manage the 

situation. We focus first on protecting the health and safety of 

Yukoners, and as elected officials, we certainly need to 

demonstrate leadership. It is important that we stay calm and 

that we manage the situation in a responsible, coordinated 

fashion. That means that we work with all of the resources that 

we have available, including our health centres. Our health 

team is working closely with our communities, and we will 

continue to work on our health-related plan. We certainly want 

to look at our pandemic health response plan, and we are doing 

that as we speak. It will evolve. 

As noted previously, we have been at this for about a 

month now, and we will continue to work around the clock to 

ensure that we deliver the messages to the communities and 

work with our health centres and work with our leadership in 

our communities. 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, that community wasn’t Keno, 

so definitely more than 50 people would be in attendance. 

Many Yukoners can’t work at the moment because they 

have been sent home because businesses have closed or are 

shortening their hours or because they themselves are waiting 

on test results. Many of these people can’t afford not to work.  

In other jurisdictions, measures have been put in place to 

protect the people who can’t afford not to work. Housing 

advocates all over the country have called for putting a hold on 

rent, mortgages, and utility bills. These measures need to be 
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implemented in Yukon immediately, not three weeks from 

now. 

Mr. Speaker, will the government commit suspending to 

rent payments, mortgage payments, and utility bills for those 

who no longer have an income for the duration of the 

COVID-19 pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I want to thank the members opposite 

for the conversation today and for bringing more information 

into the fold as we prepare for the inevitable position that we 

will be in as the weeks and months come, but again, Yukon is 

in a different position from these other jurisdictions. Our hearts 

and minds go out to our friends and family members who live 

in other regions in Canada that have multiple cases of 

COVID-19.  

We are in a good position, and we are taking a proactive 

approach to minimize the risks of COVID-19 and to support 

Yukon businesses as the situation evolves. Again, just 

yesterday we announced a package, a suite of options, and 

financial assistance for Yukoners as the situation currently 

exists. The conversations have not stopped; that is for sure. 

We talked in the Legislative Assembly here about the 

federal supports. The federal government has made 

employment insurance changes to support workers in need. 

Federal funding is being made available to support the public 

health response as well. We are accessing federal funding as 

and when needed to manage the public health situation in our 

territory.  

The Business Development Bank of Canada has 

announced small business loans and work capital loans for 

entrepreneurs. Our government continues to work very closely 

with the Government of Canada to access all available federal 

funding and to maximize existing funding opportunities as well 

to keep Yukoners working and to keep Yukon projects moving 

forward. That is extremely important on this side of the 

Legislative Assembly and we will continue with an evidence-

based approach, working around the clock to support Yukoners. 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, we could be in a much better 

position if the Government of Yukon recognized the reality of 

many Yukoners who may be facing rent and mortgage 

payments that they cannot afford. Yukon already has 

limitations on evictions during the winter months. If it is 

dangerous to leave people homeless during the coldest months 

of the year, it is certainly dangerous to leave people homeless 

during a pandemic. This government needs to step up and 

prevent more people from losing their shelter when they are 

supposed to self-isolate at home. Yukoners need to band 

together and support one another to get through this.  

Mr. Speaker, will the government commit to protecting 

renters against evictions for the duration of the COVID-19 

pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We always want to work to 

support Yukoners, and we will.  

Yesterday, the Premier gave announcements about 

supporting workers during this time. We know that we are 

taking all necessary precautions while supporting Yukoners 

and Yukon businesses. I have had conversations with the 

department and the residential tenancies office about some of 

the pressures that may exist over time and we are in 

conversation about them. Again, thank you for that. Most 

landlord and tenant relationships are long-standing and 

mutually beneficial. While disagreements arise between 

landlords and tenants, they may come to the residential 

tenancies office for help. The office offers a broad range of 

services, including education, mediation, and formal dispute 

resolution.  

We recognize that this is a different time. We recognize 

that there are issues that are arising. We will work to support 

both the tenants and the landlords. I thank the member opposite 

for her suggestions and questions. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus impact on 
mining sector 

Mr. Cathers: The Yukon mining industry has had a 

rough stretch of news. Exploration expenditures are expected 

to decline significantly this year, according to NRCan, and the 

Yukon dropped 14 spots to 23rd overall in investment 

attractiveness, according to the most recent Fraser Institute 

survey. Now the market turmoil during the COVID-19 

pandemic has reached an extent that hasn’t been seen since 

World War II.  

What measures is the government planning to introduce to 

mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on the mining sector in the 

Yukon and the many Yukon families who depend on it? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, our minister responsible 

— we wish him well right now. We’re eager to have him back 

to work soon, but even at home, the member is actively working 

with the community, with the mining community, and with 

stakeholders and making sure that, once again — whether it’s 

in Energy, Mines and Resources, Economic Development, or 

the Yukon Development Corporation — the economy of all 

Yukoners, all business communities, and the mining 

community is number one in his heart and mind right now, and 

those conversations continue. We will continue to monitor the 

situation and we will continue to work with our partners in the 

mining community to make sure that Yukon continues to lead 

as a destination for mining in the world.  

Question re: Continuous glucose monitoring 

Mr. Kent: The continuous glucose monitoring, or the 

CGM, pilot project is wrapping up as we speak. Participants are 

very concerned about what will happen in a few weeks. Some 

of them are quite scared about not having access to this 

technology during the current COVID-19 pandemic. We’ve 

heard that the evaluation of the pilot is not finalized in spite of 

a looming deadline. 

Can the minister confirm that this is the case? Can she also 

confirm for us if there a plan in place that will ensure that 

participants have ongoing access to this critical device while 

that work is being completed? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The evaluation, as noted by the 

member opposite, is wrapping up. We will certainly make an 

announcement shortly on that.  

What I do want to say is that we have had and have 

provided support for — this was a pilot project to fund 
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continuous glucose monitoring for individuals up to 25 years of 

age, which began in January 2018. Historically, this was not 

available to Yukoners. We sat, we listened to the parents, we 

worked with the young people, we worked with our health 

professionals, and this pilot project took effect, really, to look 

at the essential services and ensure that we provide the 

necessary supports. The evaluation on the support network will 

continue. Once we wrap that up, we will make an 

announcement. At this moment in time, our priority is certainly 

on the health and well-being of all Yukoners.  

Mr. Kent: I asked the minister if they would continue 

providing access to that device while they are doing that 

evaluation. I don’t believe I got an answer.  

As we have seen, some of the most vulnerable populations 

to COVID-19 include immunocompromised persons. Persons 

with type 1 diabetes are immunocompromised. So, earlier in 

Question Period, the Premier asked us for specific suggestions, 

so here is one: Can we please help cut through this aspect of 

health-related fear by ensuring that all persons with type 1 

diabetes, including adults, have CGM coverage? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I will reiterate what I said earlier. We 

certainly appreciate the concerns being raised by members of 

this Legislative Assembly. We are also hearing those concerns 

from Yukoners, and we will take the lead. As elected officials, 

we must all demonstrate leadership, and it’s important that we 

certainly stay calm, look at the pressures that are before us, 

manage the situation, and be responsible and coordinated in all 

matters. 

Right now, the safety and well-being of Yukoners is at the 

top of mind for everyone.  

The pilot project is something that is wrapping up, as 

indicated, and we will make an announcement very shortly. 

That announcement will coincide with the families and the 

working group that we have been working with. 

At this time, I am not going to say whether or not we are 

proceeding. I will work with our partners and make that 

announcement when the conclusion has wrapped up and the 

pilot project has wrapped up. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — working 
from home 

Ms. Van Bibber: Yesterday, the government announced 

that people who can work from home should do so. The Prime 

Minister this morning told Canadians to stay home if they can. 

We have heard that, for many Yukon government employees 

who would be classified as non-essential, this directive is not 

being applied consistently across government. In fact, we have 

been told that Health and Social Services is requiring the deputy 

minister to sign off on anyone working from home and that this 

will slow any approvals down considerably. 

What is the government’s policy for allowing non-essential 

employees to work from home, and who decides what is 

essential and non-essential? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We appreciate the concerns being 

raised here this afternoon. We have also been in touch with 

many concerned Yukoners, and we are working around the 

clock to take the necessary measures to protect our citizens, our 

workers, and the territory. 

The human resource management team responsible for 

pandemic response has been mobilized and is coordinating the 

government’s efforts to get people out of their offices and into 

their homes. At the moment, we still have no confirmed cases 

of COVID-19 in the Yukon. We are one of the few jurisdictions 

in this position. This disease, of course, will come to the 

territory sooner or later, and we are preparing to make sure that 

the health of Yukoners is protected. 

The efforts that we are taking to get people out of the office 

and into their homes are part of our plan to limit public 

exposure to this disease. The effort is happening in real time, 

methodically, so we don’t unintentionally jeopardize essential 

services, but the goal is to get our workers into isolation to 

hinder the spread of this disease through the community.  

I have instructed my officials that public health is the lens 

through which these decisions must be made. Managers are 

currently working to get their staff out of their offices and into 

their new, decentralized residential offices — their homes — as 

quickly as possible.  

Ms. Van Bibber: We didn’t hear an answer as to who is 

essential and who is non-essential.  

Last night, it was discussed during debate that the 

government’s network capacity will only allow for 700 staff to 

work from home. The Minister of Community Services 

indicated that the government is now trying to acquire more 

servers to allow for increased capacity; however, if they had 

been proactive and taken action earlier, we would not be in this 

situation. That said, we are glad that they are taking action now. 

Can the minister tell us when the extra server capacity will 

be installed? Once it is installed, how many government staff 

will be allowed to work from home? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The information that I have from the 

Department of Highways and Public Works, which has been 

working on this project for at least three weeks now, is that, 

once the new servers arrive — they were ordered weeks ago, 

Mr. Speaker — and are installed, all workers will be able to 

work from home.  

Currently, Mr. Speaker, the capacity is 700 and growing. 

The great staff at Highways and Public Works are working 

around the clock, putting in overtime to make sure that the VDI 

seats available to the Yukon government are going to more than 

double by the weekend. That is the hard work that this 

government and its civil servants are doing to make sure that 

we slow the spread of this disease through the Yukon.  

We appreciate the concerns being raised by the members 

opposite, but we have also been in touch with many concerned 

Yukoners, and we are working around the clock to make sure 

that we take the necessary measures to protect our citizens, our 

workers, and the people of the territory. 

Ms. Van Bibber: In yesterday’s aid package, it was 

announced that the government would be providing support for 

Yukon workers who need to go into 14 days of isolation with 

paid sick leave. We have had several municipalities reach out 

to us to ask if they would be able to access these resources to 

help pay their staff if they are required to go into isolation. 
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Can the minister let us know if municipalities are able to 

access these resources? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: As we have already said, we’ve 

identified at least $4 million to support workers and businesses, 

and we continue to monitor the situation and provide updates 

as needed.  

We understand that workers need to be supported. Those 

who are impacted by COVID-19 and who do not have leave 

benefits will receive paid leave for up to 10 days of work — 

enough to cover a 14-day isolation period — and that is all 

workers.  

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: In order to provide the House with 

more time to deal with government bills, the government 

private members are not identifying any motions to be called 

on Wednesday, March 18, 2020. 

 

Speaker: We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel): Committee of the Whole will 

now come to order.  

We are resuming general debate on Vote 51, Community 

Services, in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21.  

Do members wish to take a 15-minute recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 

15 minutes.  

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
continued 

Deputy Chair: The matter before the Committee is 

resuming general debate on Vote 51, Community Services, in 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

 

Department of Community Services — continued 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I again would like to welcome 

back Deputy Minister Matt King and Director of Finance Phil 

MacDonald — just looking forward to further debate on 

Community Services. I will look forward to the questions from 

the members opposite. 

Mr. Cathers: As I noted to the minister earlier, in the 

interest of recognizing the events that are going on in the world, 

in Canada, and in the Yukon with regard to COVID-19, we are 

expediting debate in some areas of our questions that we would 

normally ask — not knowing whether, at some point, the chief 

medical officer of health may make decisions that necessitate 

suspending normal business in the Assembly. There are a 

number of questions related to the response to COVID-19 that 

we are hearing questions about from Yukoners, and we have 

questions of our own that we believe are important to ask the 

government at this point in time. 

Yesterday, when I rose in debate, I asked the minister a 

question about the surge capacity and asked the government 

whether they have taken steps to reach out to retired 

government employees, including senior managers, ADMs, 

and deputy ministers, who may be able to assist the government 

with the response to COVID-19. Those include individuals 

whose names I will provide separately via letter or e-mail — 

rather than bringing them up in the Assembly this afternoon, in 

respect of their personal privacy — to the minister. I can think 

of a list of people who have experience in these areas — in fact, 

in some cases, were directly involved previously in pandemic 

preparedness planning — and have already gone through the 

planning work that it seems parts of the Yukon government are 

only just starting now. 

If the minister has any more information regarding that, I 

would be happy to hear it. I am concerned, as we have indicated 

before, with the slowness of the response by government to 

recognize that what was happening in China was spreading 

around the world and had the potential to become a worldwide 

pandemic that could touch us here in the Yukon. 

The work that is being done currently around determining 

which staff don’t need to go to work but can work from home 

really should have been embarked on and refreshed two months 

ago, if not earlier. 

Moving to some other specific questions, Mr. Deputy 

Chair — the area of Emergency Medical Services is under the 

responsibility of the Minister of Community Services. I have 

several questions related to that area.  

The first is regarding what information has been provided 

by EMS to paramedics and staff, both permanent and auxiliary 

on call. Secondly, what information has been provided to 

volunteer EMS responders in rural Yukon regarding how the 

COVID-19 pandemic may affect them and, in both cases, what 

steps they may need to take that vary from the normal protocols 

to respond to this situation? I will give an example of what I 

mean by “situation”.  

If there is a 911 call for anything — let’s give an urgent 

example such as someone calling 911 to report chest pain. 

Normally, this is a situation of the utmost urgency. Paramedics, 

either in rural Yukon or in Whitehorse, would respond as 

quickly as possible. The call would be given high priority 
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because of the short time frames associated with that type of 

situation. But that leaves the question — considering that there 

are Yukoners who have currently been tested for COVID-19 

and are awaiting results and others who, based on advice from 

the chief medical officer of health as well as the federal medical 

officer of health, are in 14-day self-isolation because of having 

returned from a trip outside the Yukon. In a situation where a 

call might originate from the household of someone where one 

or more members of the household are under self-isolation 

either due to a suspected potential case of COVID-19 or 

because of travel outside the territory and the concerns the 

medical officers of health have with potential contact with 

COVID-19 outside the country, what is the protocol for an 

emergency first responder in that situation? What steps are 

taken, if any, at the EMS dispatch stage to determine whether 

they are dispatching volunteers or paramedics to a situation 

where there might be someone who is under self-isolation? 

What steps are expected at the point of response at the 

household?  

This is something — I know I have heard from EMS 

volunteers that, as of quite recently, they hadn’t heard any 

information directly through government about revisions to 

their protocol or how to deal with those specific situations.  

Can the minister explain what should occur in situations of 

that type and if that information has been transmitted to staff 

and EMS volunteer first responders? If it hasn’t been shared, 

when do they intend to do so? Also, are they going to make it 

very clear — to the people who have questions about the 

instructions they receive — who they’re able to contact within 

government who might be able to assist them with those 

questions? Because I think it’s important to recognize that not 

only is there a risk if an emergency first responder comes into 

contact with someone who has COVID-19, there is the risk of 

that being spread to other first responders, to patients and 

within the community. That is one important part of the 

consideration.  

Of course, the second part is, when we’re asking either 

staff or volunteers to step into a situation where there may be 

risks to themselves personally, it is only fair and reasonable for 

government to ensure that they’re taking the best steps they can 

to balance the need to respond to someone in medical distress 

with appropriate steps to protect the safety of the staff or 

volunteer first responders who are putting themselves into a 

situation that could potentially have negative effects to their 

health or to the health of their family or those around them.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: As I stated yesterday, the health 

emergency operations centre was up and running from January 

28. Even from before that point in time, the place where the 

protocols get set for our EMS staff and for our health clinics in 

our communities is the chief medical officer of health and the 

Yukon Communicable Disease Control Unit. Together, they 

establish the protocols.  

I know that memos went out — number one went out on 

January 16; update number two was on January 27. Then the 

health emergency operations centre was initiated on January 

28. The third update went out on February 7, and the fourth 

went out on the 14th. We are now up to the seventh one as of 

March 9. I won’t read out those protocols, but those protocols 

do exist for our front-line providers, including our EMS staff 

and volunteers. 

If they have questions, they would turn to their supervisor. 

Their supervisor would then turn to their regional supervisor. 

Again, this is all being directed under the health emergency 

operations centre. There are protocols in place. I think that it 

covers off such things as screening, personal protective 

equipment, and universal precautions. There are weekly 

situation reports and active caller and patient screening. There 

is a series of steps under that protocol.  

At all times, we are working to keep our first responders 

safe and the public safe as well. 

Mr. Cathers: I would appreciate if the minister could 

share those protocols with me. I won’t ask him to read them 

into the record. I recognize that — in the interest of time — 

reading those protocols would probably take awhile, but in the 

interest of public disclosure, I would ask him to commit to 

providing me with a copy of those protocols that went out and 

the information that has been shared with first responders. This 

is something that — as I noted, I have heard directly from 

people who are themselves first responders. They have been 

concerned about the lack of information that they have 

received. I will take the minister at his word that information 

has been provided, but it may not be as widely disseminated or 

as clearly explained as may be intended. That is a genuine 

concern that I am bringing forward after having talked to EMS 

first responders about it who had not been satisfied with the 

level of information that they are receiving.  

I would also ask the question — if the minister could 

provide me information about it — about how these protocols 

are affected for volunteer fire departments when they are 

responding to 911 calls. In a case involving fire or a motor 

vehicle accident, there could be a situation where volunteer fire 

department responders are getting into a situation where they 

might come into close contact with a person who is under self-

isolation, either at home or in their vehicle. I would just ask the 

minister to provide me with information about whether there 

has been communication with volunteer fire departments about 

that. If so, could he please commit to providing that information 

to me through a written update? 

One additional question that I will tack onto that — since 

there has been an issue in the past, and it is an ongoing issue — 

I am informed about some EMS volunteers still not having a 

full uniform kit — in some cases, after having been volunteers 

for quite awhile — and the department has struggled with 

figuring out how to address that. What is the department doing 

to ensure that volunteers have a full uniform kit? Do volunteers 

all have the personal protective equipment that they need to 

respond to a call that might include someone who was 

contagious with COVID-19? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: What I will share across with the 

member opposite is the link on the webpage. All of these 

protocols are available publicly; they are all on the website. So, 

I will share that across, and we will work to make sure to 

reinforce.  
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What I understand is that Protective Services — as a 

branch or a division of Community Services — teams meet 

regularly to share information that includes wildland fire 

management, the Fire Marshal’s Office, the Emergency 

Medical Services, Emergency Measures Organization, and also 

building safety. They do work to try to make sure that the 

information is shared across. 

I also understand that our firefighters, under the Fire 

Marshal’s Office, are always aware that they have to deal with 

risk management all the time, and COVID-19 represents a new 

risk, and I think that they have been incorporating it into their 

work overall. 

I am just receiving a note that they also recirculated their 

standard operating procedures for blood-borne pathogens and 

infectious disease control to all the fire departments. All fire 

departments are equipped with gloves, N-95 masks, and the 

means to disinfect their equipment. There are protocols in 

place. I’m happy to make sure that those are available to the 

member opposite and to all Yukoners.  

I know that in the past — with respect to uniforms for our 

EMS volunteers and staff — there were issues with uniforms. 

They were supplier issues. I know that when the deputy 

minister and I checked in with our volunteer crews, the last time 

I checked, those issues had been resolved. If there are ongoing 

issues that I don’t know about, we’re happy to address them. It 

is our job to try to make sure that our volunteers are well 

outfitted and that includes turnout gear like uniforms so that 

they can be safe.  

I think that the problem is resolved, but if there is an 

ongoing issue, I’m happy to try to address it.  

Mr. Cathers: I do appreciate the minister’s response. 

There is indeed an ongoing issue that I had confirmed to me 

directly by a volunteer EMS first responder on the weekend. 

Despite being a volunteer for a while, they still did not have a 

full uniform kit. I know this has been a challenge at times for 

the government, but I would just encourage the minister to get 

to the point where the solution — which to me seems like a 

relatively simple path forward — ensuring that Emergency 

Medical Services always has some uniforms of all the common 

sizes in stock and has the ability, when new people volunteer or 

when someone who is a volunteer may have damaged 

equipment, to provide that to them in an expeditious manner. It 

is something that keeps coming up as a concern for volunteers, 

but it does seem to me that this issue should be able to be 

resolved. 

Also, with the personal protective equipment, I would 

encourage government to ensure, from a training perspective, 

that they are taking the steps to reach out directly to staff, as 

well as to EMS volunteers, to ensure that everyone is 

comfortable with their current level of training familiarity with 

the use of personal protective equipment and steps to reduce the 

chance of themselves becoming exposed and infected if a 

patient has COVID-19.  

I would also just ask the minister if he could indicate what 

steps are being taken by government, if any, since COVID-19 

is expected to be in the Yukon in the near future — if it is not 

here already — and the potential that people may be 

undiagnosed but being potentially transported in an ambulance 

or by air medevac — what steps are being taken respectively in 

ambulances and air medevacs to either test patients or to 

decontaminate after someone is on board either an ambulance 

or air medevac, since of course, as the minister knows, the test 

results are not immediately available? 

There is the potential that many more patients will be 

transported in either that ambulance or plane between the time 

that a patient who is infected but not known to be infected was 

on board — and then the test results come back. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Today, here, I don’t want to debate 

the health diagnosis stuff. I think it’s really important not for 

me as a minister but for all of us as Yukoners that we have the 

chief medical officer of health. That is their job. I know that 

they are working directly with our front-line health providers. I 

have sat in on a number of those calls, so I am aware that this 

is ongoing. I believe that every ambulance, EMS, and volunteer 

person has the protocols on how to work with people who may 

have COVID-19. That includes disinfecting and transportation, 

et cetera. Again, I will just leave the health stuff to health 

professionals, and the protocols are all available.  

I completely agree with the member opposite that we need 

to support our volunteers and staff, so let me just again on the 

floor here today say thank you to all of our EMS volunteers and 

all of our first responder volunteers. They do tremendous work 

for all of us as Yukoners. It is much appreciated.  

The notion of having a pool of uniforms is a great 

suggestion. I also know, though, from talking with various 

teams, that they have different preferences now and then for 

what they would like — still all appropriate personal protective 

equipment as uniforms, but sometimes there are different 

choices. I leave that for them to choose. We will always do our 

best to support, train, retain, and recruit our volunteers. 

I understand that our EMS have been provided with two 

COVID-19 infection screening tools. All of the ambulances are 

equipped with the appropriate personal protective equipment. 

Again, I thank the member opposite for his suggestions and 

concerns. 

Mr. Cathers: I would ask the minister to get back to me 

with more details in answer to the specific questions that I 

asked, including about what is being done and whether there is 

stepped-up cleaning and sanitation steps being taken in 

ambulances or air medevacs because of COVID-19. It is a 

question and a concern that Yukoners have. 

I am not asking the minister, of course, to develop the 

protocols or the standards. I am just asking what they are and if 

they have changed — and, if so, how they have changed — 

because it is a concern that people have at a time when they are 

at their most vulnerable, potentially, and in a emergency 

situation. What steps are taken to provide for patient safety? As 

well, of course, there are the questions that I asked about what 

steps are taken to provide for the safety of EMS staff and 

volunteer EMS first responders. 

Obviously, the minister doesn’t have the information at his 

fingertips today, but I would ask if he would commit to getting 

back to me with that information separately — whether through 

a legislative return or letter, or, as he indicated, if some 
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information is available online with links to the website. This 

is a concern that I have heard from people and I am just wanting 

to provide that information to the public. 

One of the things that I mentioned to the minister before is 

where government has been, in my view, making mistakes so 

far in the response to COVID-19 — seeming to forget some of 

the lessons that were learned in the wake of SARS and the 

epidemic in Ontario and one of the takeaways from that which 

was communicated by the federal government to all provinces 

and territories during the pandemic preparedness work that we 

did a couple of times during my time in government — the 

mistakes made in SARS included government not doing a good 

enough job in terms of internal communications to its own staff 

and external communication — including with other levels of 

government, with partner agencies, as well as with the private 

sector, the NGO sector, people who run day camps, with 

religious organizations, and with others who would be dealing 

with situations where there was a high potential for spreading 

if they weren’t taking appropriate steps to manage and mitigate 

the situation. 

What I have heard from a number of people across all of 

those areas that I mentioned in the last little while is that they 

are frustrated by the lack of information coming directly from 

government about what they can do. That is something that, 

again, I recognize that there are many people within 

government who are scrambling right now to pull together the 

best response to this pandemic as they can. I have noted, I think, 

that the plans should have been pulled off the shelf a little 

earlier. At this point in time, there is not a lot of point in 

dwelling on the past; we need to focus together on the future. I 

am simply identifying the concern that I have heard from 

Yukoners to the minister — trying to provide the suggestion 

based on the lessons learned from SARS that we had heard 

previously and encouraging government to improve its 

communication to staff and improve its communication to 

municipalities. I appreciate that the minister actually did 

respond to a suggestion we made there and reached out to 

municipalities directly. 

I would ask him, as well: What has been done to keep local 

advisory councils in the loop? I would note that we continue to 

hear within the private sector, within the NGO community, and 

from pastors about the lack of communication directly from 

government. I have heard from retailers that, although they hear 

regularly from environmental health if there is a problem with 

what they are doing, they are not hearing proactive outreach 

from the government indicating to them what additional steps 

would be suggested to better improve sanitation and prevent the 

spread of COVID-19. 

These are a number of areas that again I want to emphasize 

— although I am identifying room for improvement, I 

recognize that there are a lot of people working hard on this 

issue. I am just seriously encouraging the government to 

recognize the opportunity for improvement in those areas and 

urging them to step it up, because one of the lessons 

communicated to federal-provincial-territorial health ministers 

during my time as Yukon’s Minister of Health and Social 

Services was that there were health and economic 

consequences that occurred as a result of inadequate 

communication that could have been mitigated if that 

communication had been improved. I am just encouraging 

government to recognize where things haven’t been as good as 

they could be yet and to take those additional steps to improve 

in those areas. 

A big part of it, of course, includes that Yukoners in all of 

the areas that I mentioned have questions about COVID-19. 

Some people are fearful and some people are a little too blasé 

about the situation. Ultimately, in the absence of clear 

information coming from government and their employers, 

people look for the best information they can find. They come 

up with their own interpretations of it and it’s not always clear 

to citizens how the general directions issued by the chief 

medical officer of health apply in their specific situations. The 

chief medical officer of health, of course, is one of the busiest 

people in the Yukon right now, dealing with this situation, and 

doesn’t have the time to respond to every business owner’s 

questions about their specific situation.  

It is my view that government does need to, within its 

existing entities, ensure that there is good communication and 

proactive outreach to businesses, citizens, other levels of 

government and so on to ensure that people have the 

information they need and are not left to try to come up with 

their own conclusions, which can lead to unnecessary fear and 

unnecessary health or economic consequences.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I am going to say that I think that 

government has been working early and hard. I appreciate that, 

when the member opposite is saying that government hasn’t 

been doing enough, I think what he’s referring to is that maybe 

we, as elected officials, haven’t been directing the government 

to do enough.  

I just want to say that, from where I stand, the public 

officials have been doing a tremendous job. Frankly, I think we 

are very lucky to have not only our chief medical officer of 

health but also the acting or assistant chief medical officer of 

health who did a phenomenal job dealing with some very tough 

stuff just a week and a half ago.  

One of the challenges around this issue, I think, is that it is 

always true that there is work to do to improve communication, 

always. That is just a general truism, but especially right now 

in this dynamic situation. We really want to encourage all 

Yukoners to go to yukon.ca, because that is where we will get 

the most up-to-date information.  

Let me note a couple of things. The first one is that, when 

I was part of the call with all municipalities last week, all of the 

local advisory councils were also invited. There were some 

challenges with the phone lines. We had to have some of the 

local advisory councils step off. I’m looking to loop back and 

follow up with them directly. I’ve talked with two of the three 

who were on the call since that call. I’m in e-mail exchange 

with the third.  

With respect to the non-governmental organizations, I’ve 

flagged that with the department and I have been in e-mail 

contact with several of the meta groups to talk to them about 

their continued services. With respect to faith-based groups, I 

happened to hear someone in the office working to reach out to 
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them just yesterday. With respect to First Nations, I’ve said that 

we are using our protocols which we established under the 

Yukon Forum. That work is ongoing. With respect to 

municipalities and other communities, we now have daily calls 

set up with communities.  

We are working very hard — I want to say that the public 

service is working very hard to make sure that information is 

getting out as quickly as it can. The challenge is that it’s 

changing at all times. Even in this House, I’ve stood up and 

said, “The Arctic Winter Games are at low risk.” And the next 

day, I was told by the chief medical officer of health that now 

it’s moved to medium and to high risk. That moved the 

decision. 

We just really need to help everyone to understand that the 

situation is fluid and the public servants are working very, very 

hard to make sure that the information gets shared. 

The thing I want to say is that — sorry, one other group 

that it’s important to communicate with — which the Member 

for Lake Laberge commented about — was internal Yukon 

government staff. That work is being led under the Public 

Service Commission and the communications team set-up 

under the emergency coordination centre.  

As I said yesterday, the emergency coordination centre is 

now activated. We are adding extra resources to it. I know about 

my own department and resources that we put toward it. There 

is a subcommittee on communication and they are working 

hard to get that information out in a coordinated fashion.  

Mr. Cathers: As the minister speculated, he is quite 

correct, of course. I was expressing concern with the delay in 

action at the top in terms of responding to this. I really do want 

to note, with regard to everyone involved, including the front-

line staff and including the minister and senior officials, that I 

am sure that everyone is trying to deal with this situation as best 

as they can. I believe that it is my job to identify where I think 

that there have been areas that need improvement because this 

is an important area. In saying so, I recognize that there is good 

intention on the part of everyone involved.  

In speaking to some of the lessons learned from SARS, I 

am just trying to speak to some of the information that I learned 

as health minister and that senior officials at the time learned 

from being involved in that preparedness work, recognizing 

that, as time goes by — something that might not seem a 

prospect — it is natural for government to get focused on 

working on other areas. I am just trying to share some 

information that hopefully will improve government’s response 

to this.  

It is important as well that there be leadership on these 

issues not just from the chief medical officer of health, but also 

from the Premier, ministers, and senior officials. Staff are 

concerned and the delay in terms of government at a senior 

level being able to provide clarity to staff about who can work 

from home, what steps we can take — particularly by those who 

have underlying health issues, compromised immune systems 

or a family member who does — with the delay in being able 

to answer the question now that medical officers of health have 

said that people should work from home if they can, who 

exactly is affected by that and what is necessary to translate that 

concept into action?  

I have heard from government staff who are concerned. I 

know that, in some areas, morale is low as people are facing 

genuine concern for what this may mean. I am just identifying 

this issue to the minister as an important one and issuing a 

reminder that, while government does of course have to let the 

chief medical officer of health do his job, the acting chief 

medical officer of health do her job, and respect what they hear 

from them, government cannot simply look just to the chief 

medical officer of health for leadership. The duly elected 

leaders need to take the appropriate steps to provide comfort 

and confidence to people who are facing a challenging time and 

to ensure that government takes the action that it needs to, both 

on the health aspects of this pandemic as well as on the 

economic aspects. That is challenging. I am not minimizing that 

challenge, but it is a time that calls for leadership, and it calls 

for leadership on the part of every minister as well as, to some 

extent, every member of this Legislative Assembly.  

Mr. Deputy Chair, I would also add to this that, while 

providing updates via global notes and on the website are 

important, it is also important to recognize that people who are 

facing troubling times — whether they be government 

employees, businesses that are affected by it, or others — are 

often looking for a person to talk to, not simply a website to 

consult. No matter how much work is done by internal 

communication teams or those updating websites, what the 

details actually mean are not always apparent to the reader, and 

people have questions about how it applies to their specific 

situation. They need to be able to contact someone and have 

their concern addressed and their question answered. It is 

important, in dealing with the response to a pandemic, not to 

forget the human aspect of it. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, another question that hasn’t been 

answered by the government — we saw the rollout of the 

stimulus package yesterday, but there are many questions about 

it. Some of my colleagues asked questions about it during 

Question Period — about what this meant for small business. 

We also have the question about what it means for 

municipalities.  

So, beginning with municipalities, does this stimulus 

package that the government announced to assist with the 

impacts of COVID-19 include municipalities? If municipalities 

have staff who have to stay home because of either a suspected 

potential case of COVID-19 or due to self-isolation after having 

returned from a trip outside the country, does the stimulus 

announced by government include funding for municipalities? 

If so, what does that look like? What is covered and what isn’t 

as it pertains to staff time or additional costs for municipalities? 

Moving back to the private sector — there are tourism 

operators, particularly those who depend on cruise ship travel, 

who have already seen a major impact to their expected summer 

revenues. With the quickly evolving rules and restrictions 

having a negative impact on air travel, there are other tourism 

operators who a week ago may not have been foreseeing a 

major downturn to their summer season who are now looking 

at what’s developing around the world and have great concern 
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about what the summer of 2020 will look like for their 

company. This includes people who have mortgages to pay, 

loans to pay, and other bills to pay and who are depending on a 

good summer season, which typically starts to ramp up not long 

from now. Now they are looking at that and they don’t have a 

solution to address the financial challenges that they’re facing.  

In addition to that, that includes the retail sector, the 

restaurant sector, and bars that also depend on the tourism 

sector or on the mining sector or both to provide revenue in 

their shops, their restaurants, and their bars. Suddenly, they’re 

looking at a year for 2020 that — not so long ago, government 

was predicting 6.2-percent economic growth for the year and a 

booming economy. Now those Yukon business — both large 

and small — are looking at the summer of 2020 and they’re 

looking for answers to the questions that they have, because the 

summer looks a lot different from the way it looked a few short 

months ago.  

So, in the package announced by the Premier yesterday, 

one of the questions I’ve heard — and I received phones calls 

last night and again this morning — from Yukon businesses is 

who it applies to and who it doesn’t apply to. What is covered? 

Is any of it retroactive? As it pertains to staff — if staff of a 

business are staying home due to either a suspected potential 

case of COVID-19 or a real case of COVID-19 or staying home 

due to having been outside the country and taking that 

recommended 14-day self-isolation period, can small 

businesses receive funding for assistance with those staff costs? 

How much can they receive? What are the limitations around it 

— because of course the salaries and the remuneration of the 

staff affected vary from business to business.  

What small businesses have from yesterday’s 

announcement is a photo op and a number and the vague 

prospect of hope but a complete lack of detail about who can 

apply, what you can apply for, what is covered, what isn’t, and 

how long it will take for government to provide that assistance.  

In some cases, I have heard from companies that are 

concerned about the end of this month, with mortgage or loan 

payments, and bills that are coming up. They are looking for 

answers. It includes as well — as the minister knows — there 

was a recent large spike in electricity rates, home heating fuel 

has gotten more expensive, and commercial heating fuel has 

gotten more expensive as a result of the carbon tax. 

For Yukon companies — both small and large — who are 

looking at the next few months and the summer with questions: 

Can the minister provide any details or clarity on what this 

stimulus package does and doesn’t cover and who Yukon 

businesses need to contact to apply, as well as how long it will 

take for them to receive some assistance under this funding pot? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: So, yesterday, the Premier stood 

up to announce support for Yukon workers and Yukon 

businesses. The Department of Community Services and my 

role there is not going to be the lead on working with Yukon 

businesses. However, I know that the principles that the 

Premier was talking about were that this was the short term, that 

there was ongoing work — medium term and long term. For 

example, he talked about pulling together a business advisory 

committee to talk through how the details should work and 

what next steps would be needed. Of course, I’m sure that there 

will be questions there around COVID-19. It is another way to 

keep connected with the business community. 

I will leave that for the Premier and other ministers who 

will take the lead on that. 

With respect to the isolation paid sick leave, we made the 

announcement to support a 14-day isolation. Today, the 

Premier spoke in this Legislature and said that it was for all 

workers. That includes municipalities. There are details to be 

worked out. We are working on those right now. It is important 

to us to make sure to resolve those quickly in order to help 

Yukoners right away. 

We understand the hardship that is being faced. We 

recognize that it is not unique to the Yukon. We recognize that 

it’s not unique to Canada; this is happening around the world. 

Our job is to support Yukon workers and Yukon businesses. I 

don’t have additional specific details today. What I do have is 

our commitment to working to get that money out there for 

Yukoners so that they are safe and secure during this trying 

time.  

I am in conversation daily — all the time right now — 

around how to get this package out there for Yukoners. We will 

happily share details very shortly. 

Mr. Cathers: I do appreciate that the minister does not 

have all the answers. I know that some parts of it are, as he 

noted, under the lead of the Premier or other ministers. I would 

just note that, since parts of the response, both the EMO 

response and coordination, do fall under the Minister of 

Community Services and the Employment Standards 

provisions, such as the 14-day paid sick leave, they do relate 

directly to his portfolio. To be completely frank, since I’m 

hearing from multiple businesses that are very concerned about 

what the next few weeks and the next few months in the 

summer will bring for their businesses, I wanted to ask the 

questions at the earliest opportunity I had.  

If the minister is not able to answer them, hopefully, we 

will be able to receive a response from the Premier or one of 

his colleagues as soon as possible, because this is a matter of 

very serious concern for a number of Yukoners who are 

wondering about, as I mentioned, what the next few weeks, the 

next few months, and this year will look like for them. There 

are people who have lost their jobs or suspect that they are at 

risk of doing so. That includes people in permanent positions 

and people who may have been in part-time positions — but 

whether they are full time or part time, a lost job is still of great 

concern. 

The paid sick leave — there are people who are being paid 

right now, and who I am aware of, by Yukon businesses that 

are asking the question of whether or not they will be able to 

receive assistance for the cost of those wages. For some of those 

businesses, as I mentioned, the end of the month is looming and 

it is of concern for them. 

I am going to move on to a few other areas related to where 

the government has made life more expensive for Yukoners. 

Especially in light of this economic hit that Yukoners are facing 

— the employment insecurity and loss of jobs that Yukon 

employees as well as businesses have faced this year — I am 
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going to touch on two areas where the government has 

increased the cost of living and could repeal it. One is the 

government’s plan to introduce tipping fees at all Yukon dumps 

managed by Community Services — some of those fees are 

scheduled for April 1. Will the minister consider pressing the 

pause button on those fees because of this economic downturn 

and delaying those costs to a future year, recognizing that — 

for citizens who have lost their jobs or are facing a significant 

financial blow to their businesses — in some cases, they are 

genuinely worried about bankruptcy? Can the minister give 

them a bit of a break and scrap the tipping fees, or at least push 

them off until after the pandemic? 

Secondly, we have the carbon tax as well, which the 

Liberals have enthusiastically supported. That tax aimed at 

reducing fossil fuel emissions is something that has also 

impacted the cost of home heating fuel, the cost of 

transportation of goods into the territory — including basic 

food supplies — and the cost of construction, and it is 

impacting especially those who have limited income. Will the 

government consider asking the federal government to repeal 

the carbon tax or set it aside for the time being, with the 

economic impact caused by this pandemic? I would note, it is 

actually already having a pretty significant impact on fossil fuel 

emissions but, more importantly, it is having a very direct entire 

impact on the financial security of Yukoners and people across 

this country. 

Two other areas — one is where the carbon tax exemption 

does not apply to farmers who are using propane to heat their 

buildings, including a constituent of mine who faces a 

significant increased cost every year as a result of their inability 

to get an exemption or a rebate for this.  

I previously wrote to the Premier. I raised this with the 

Premier in the fall. I wrote to him in the spring, asking him how 

farmers using propane can get an exemption from the carbon 

tax. When I wrote to him, I noted that, since Yukon farmers are 

currently falling through a gap in the exemption system, if your 

government is not able to resolve the problem, will you agree 

to raise this issue with the federal government and ask them to 

fix it? 

I got back an answer from the Premier simply telling me 

that the exemption doesn’t apply to certain parts of farming. 

Unfortunately, at this time, for farmers who are affected by this 

cost, which includes people other than the person who raised it 

with me, it’s increasing the cost of helping to produce locally 

grown food in the Yukon for the Yukon which, especially in a 

time of economic impact and uncertainty as we’re facing now, 

has an inherent value.  

Will the minister commit to looking into this matter and to 

seeking a carbon tax exemption for Yukon farmers who are 

falling through the gaps in the current system, including going 

beyond the propane question to ensure that there are steps taken 

to get rid of the increased costs that are being paid — for 

everything from chicken feed to fence posts and so on — and 

that have made it more expensive for Yukon farmers to produce 

locally grown food? 

I know that I have asked the minister a number of questions 

in close succession about where government — either the 

territorial government or the federal Liberal government or the 

two in concert — has made life more expensive. Will the 

minister agree to take a look at those areas that I have 

mentioned and give Yukoners a break in those areas by setting 

aside the tipping fees, seeking a repeal or setting aside the 

carbon tax during this period of economic uncertainty, and 

ensuring that farmers who are currently falling through the gaps 

are addressed through change to the structure of the carbon tax 

on rebates?  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I am a huge fan of local 

agriculture. I totally think it is a great, great thing from a whole 

range of perspectives, but it is not really Community Services. 

Even though I am a very big fan of local agriculture, I am going 

to stick to Community Services today. 

Tipping fees are one of the things that the Department of 

Community Services is responsible for. One of the realities is 

that our waste system across the territory is not sustainable at 

the moment, and one of the challenges with that waste system 

is that we are producing a lot of garbage, but we are not really 

paying for it. We desperately need to try to divert waste. We 

need to get to “reduce”, first and foremost. After “reduce”, we 

really need to get to “reuse”. After “reuse”, we get to “recycle”. 

Once those are exhausted, we get to the waste side. I think that 

the overall purpose of the program — it was the Association of 

Yukon Communities that came to us, and even some of the 

local advisory councils and unincorporated communities came 

to us and said, “Look, this system with waste isn’t working.” 

Most of the Yukon pays for garbage, but some places do 

not. What is happening is that Yukoners go to find those places 

where garbage is not paid for and then just say, “Hey, it’s free 

here.”  

So, we do want to introduce a tipping fee across the 

territory, in all of our communities, to do two things. One is so 

that every Yukoner is paying roughly the same amount so that 

we all share the cost. Even though the costs to governments are 

very different between Whitehorse, Teslin and Tagish — those 

places have very different costs — what we are saying is that 

all Yukoners should pay a roughly uniform amount so that it is 

level across the board but also that it puts a price on pollution 

— you pay as you throw. Effectively it encourages and fosters 

this notion that we will try to reduce, first and foremost. 

The good news is that the amount of money that we are 

talking about is not large; it is about a buck a bag. So, it is not 

a big burden. I don’t know, for the members opposite — at least 

from comments that I have heard in this Legislature — I don’t 

think that they support a tipping fee generally. I don’t think that 

it was supported before now. I don’t think that it is supported 

now. That’s okay; it is fine; that is their perspective. We have 

worked with municipalities across the board to introduce this. I 

remember early on in my role as minister being told, “Enough 

talk; get to the action.” This was the first significant 

recommendation after tires and e-waste. 

Will we look at the situation with COVID-19, 

understanding that there is a difference right now in our 

communities? Yes, for sure; we will look at that. I don’t have 

an answer today. I do want to say that we will be sensitive to 

timing — to look at this — but I do not want to give an 
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indication that we’re not committed to moving forward with the 

tipping fees broadly because I think that they are an important 

piece. I have asked the ministerial Solid Waste Advisory 

Committee to also work on recycling because that system, 

territorially, is also in dire straits.  

We are working on multiple fronts. Tipping fees was a first 

step. There are other steps that will come.  

Can we think about how it will roll out as a result of our 

current situation? Absolutely.  

Mr. Cathers: I do appreciate the minister’s undertaking 

to look at it, although he and I have debated many times in the 

past how much of an impact tipping fees will have on increased 

illegal dumping, which I and many others believe it will. Aside 

from the philosophical debate on tipping fees, I would point out 

that, at a time like this, when we have seen the world change in 

a short time — with the impact of COVID-19 on the tourism 

market, on the stock market, and on the economy as a whole, 

including the new measures that occurred just in March, which 

will have a dramatic negative effect on the Canadian economy 

as we attempt to contain the spread of COVID-19 — for anyone 

who is facing an economic hit as a result, whether it’s losing 

their job or seeing a financial impact to their business — some 

are concerned that they may face bankruptcy — when you have 

taken a big economic loss, a tipping fee is just one more cost 

that you can’t afford when you don’t have money.  

The government has an easy option to deal with that — but 

as I mentioned, I would also urge them to look at other areas 

and other fees that they have imposed to consider — even if 

they aren’t prepared to repeal them permanently — setting 

them aside while Yukoners are going through this hard time. 

We have seen as well the changes that I see in the 

Whitehorse Star today — that Air North, one of Yukon’s 

largest employers, is making changes to its flight schedules and 

is seeing an impact to operations as a result. Noting that the big 

picture, as Air North president, Joe Sparling, is quoted as 

saying: “I think the big picture is the situation is changing by 

the day…” — it’s important for government to recognize that 

some of their previous plans may need to be revisited, and I 

would encourage them to recognize that where they can reduce 

fees and costs and make life easier for Yukoners is an easy way 

to start, but those extra costs will make a big difference to 

Yukoners whose lives and livelihoods have been negatively 

impacted by the economic impact of COVID-19. 

I am going to move on to two other areas, Mr. Deputy 

Chair. One is the area of the municipal landfill liability. Can the 

minister tell me what is occurring with regard to that issue? The 

second is the issue of land development, which is under the 

minister responsible. Can the minister tell me in which areas 

land development is planned to occur in this current fiscal year? 

As a result, what lots are expected to be developed and in which 

communities, including in rural Yukon? Which communities 

will see new lots — and a breakdown of what types of lots are 

being contemplated in each of the Yukon communities where 

there is land development planned for this construction season? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Thanks for the question on rural 

land development. Let me begin with our overall investment in 

land development. This year, we will be investing $29 million. 

That is what we are budgeting. Just to try to put that in 

comparison or in perspective, when I looked it up, 2014 was 

just over $10 million; 2014-15 was $2.5 million; 2015-16 was 

$3.3 million; 2016-17 was $7.7 million. That total is 

$24 million. So, this year, we will be investing more than in 

those four years combined, because we recognize that there 

needs to be a lot of investment in land development across the 

territory.  

COVID-19 aside — and the problems that we’re 

addressing with it — we have had a lot of pressure on all of our 

communities to make land development or lots available. 

Again, within municipalities or in all communities, we go and 

talk with that community, in particular with municipalities. 

They’re the lead for us on where they want lot development and 

timing. We do the work to develop the lots. Here is a list of 

priorities for this year:  

Carmacks, for residential and industrial development 

projects — our target is to tender construction in this coming 

fiscal.  

Dawson City — the north end development project is 

currently in detailed design phase. The target is this fiscal.  

The Dome Road residential and industrial mix and infill 

subdivisions — we completed planning discussions late last 

year in December 2019 and we’re hoping to develop a master 

plan this spring.  

Destruction Bay — there is some planning work which has 

been completed and we have zoning underway to establish next 

steps.  

Faro is always a different community because they’ve had 

an oversupply of developed lots and so we work with them in a 

different way.  

We have a “what we heard” document out on Grizzly 

Valley and we’ll be working on the next steps this year for the 

remaining 11 lots.  

In Haines Junction, our work is being tied to the official 

community planning process.  

In Keno — it’s always fascinating to go to Keno. The last 

time the Premier and I were there actually was to make sure that 

there was some clarity around boundaries and lot lines and there 

is some zoning work underway.  

In Mayo, we’re doing urban infill and some small 

developments nearby Mayo. Our target is to have lots available 

this summer.  

In Ross River, there is zoning underway. We just 

completed some planning there.  

In Teslin, we’re partnering with the First Nation and the 

municipality — there is another list I could get at here under 

that. 

In Watson Lake, we have country and urban residential and 

industrial development projects targeted for this year.  

Effectively, we are trying to work in every community.  

Mr. Cathers: I would just ask the minister if either now 

or later he could provide numbers associated with those lot 

developments that he outlined. If he doesn’t have it at his 

fingertips, I am happy to receive that later.  

I do have a number of more questions. I could easily ask 

the minister questions all afternoon. In the interest of expediting 
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debate on the budget, since we don’t know what’s going to 

happen with potential developments in the Yukon related to 

COVID-19 and in the interest of sharing time with the Third 

Party, I will conclude my remarks and thank the minister and 

his officials for the answers that they have provided. I would 

ask if they could get back with the additional information I 

requested as soon as possible via either legislative return or 

letter. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: In terms of numbers, if I could give 

those quickly right now — for Whistle Bend, our total budget 

is $17.4 million, and for Whitehorse outside of Whistle Bend, 

there is another just over $2 million. In rural land development, 

the investment we are making is $7.4 million. There is an 

additional $2 million that goes toward planning, design, 

scoping, and some admin work. The total, again, is $29 million. 

Ms. White: I am just going to draw the minister’s 

attention right now — we were told that supplementary 

information from the Department of Community Services 

would be available through the Finance page. I am on the page 

that says “Departmental/Corporation Detail” and it has 

Executive Council Office, Education, Health and Social 

Services, Justice, Highways and Public Works, Public Service 

Commission, and Tourism and Culture. I do appreciate that the 

minister has just read off all that information, but we have been 

told in the briefing, I believe, that this was the department or 

where I was supposed to look for it online. I appreciate it that 

the minister has it, but there’s a lot of information that is not 

available that we were looking for.  

We were told to find it through Finance and I’m on the 

Finance page and it’s not included. So, I am just going to put 

that out there. Times are different, so I will just put it out there 

that it is not where I had hoped to find it.  

I am just going to get right into it. In Question Period, the 

minister referred to conversations that he was having with the 

residential tenancies office around the COVID-19 stuff that is 

going on. So, as he may remember, a very short amount of time 

ago, I asked about government measures, for example, to stop 

evictions. The minister responded that he was having 

conversations with the residential tenancies office. I am 

wondering if he is able to elaborate on those conversations here. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, I thank the member for 

pointing out — we will work to get that information up and 

online. Thank you — and my apologies that it is not right there. 

I know that we have it prepped by the department, so I will just 

check to make sure where it is. I will also make sure to both 

make it available for all members of this Legislature and to get 

it up online. 

What can I say about COVID-19 and how it may impact 

our tenants and our landlords? We have seen some concerns 

across the country, and I just assume that those concerns are 

also here in the territory. I haven’t heard about them 

specifically, but we haven’t come under the same pressures 

here as a territory yet, but I can just anticipate them. 

We sat down in discussion around what that looks like and 

how to — I guess I am just going to say “respond” today. I don’t 

have a specific — like, “Here is our game plan…” I do want to 

say that we identified that there were concerns. We just want to 

make sure that, when we have citizens — Yukoners — who are 

dealing with isolation, they are safe and able to be secure in 

their home.  

I don’t have any other details that I can share at this point 

— just that we are working.  

One of the things that I will say is that, across all 

departments, we sat down to identify where we thought the 

pressures would arise as a result of isolations, and this was one 

of those areas that fell under the responsibility of Community 

Services, so we initiated that conversation. 

Ms. White: I do appreciate the minister’s assertion that 

the information is coming, but we are in debate on Community 

Services right now, which puts me, for example, at a bit of a 

disadvantage just because the information that I would like to 

have is not there. I will just leave that in that way. 

I will push the point that I was trying to make with 

evictions. The point that I have been making for a while now is 

that, when people don’t earn paycheques, they can’t pay rent, 

and in two weeks’ time — April 1 — rent is due. So, this is why 

it is critical. I don’t expect that landlords are going to be able to 

float that — I don’t. I don’t know what the answer is, but I do 

know that, in two weeks’ time, people need to pay rent, so that 

is a concern. 

If, in the budget document, we go to page 6-14, it is 

Community Development and Land Development. I just have 

a question. It says “Development Costs” and it says, next to 

“Whitehorse Residential”, that it is $19,481,000, and then it 

says that the cost of land sold in Whitehorse will be 

$21,766,000. Am I to understand, then, that the government 

will be making a profit of $2.285 million on the sale of land in 

Whitehorse? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The answer is no. What shows up 

in the budget — so, for example, on page 6-14 of Community 

Services — when we’re talking about Community 

Development, Land Development — when we look at the cost 

of land sold, that can be land that was developed in the previous 

years and is sold this year. We have a policy of cost recovery 

— or each time that the price has been set, it has been set on the 

cost of the land development. There is some latitude, for 

example, to go to the market price, but in every instance in my 

role as minister, we have set the price at the cost for which it 

was developed.  

The disconnect between this is not that there is money 

being made. It’s that it was land that was sold now and 

developed previously, which should reflect the costs of that 

land as developed because that’s how the pricing was set.  

Ms. White: Would that information have been in the 

supplementary? Would I have been able to break it out? I guess 

what I’m asking for is: How many lots — or what is the cost of 

the land that was done previously and that is expected to be sold 

this year compared to the land that is developed this year and 

expected to be sold?  

Right now, reading this, there is no more information; there 

is no additional information. I’m left doing the math and then 

asking the questions.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I just checked with officials to 

understand whether or not, in the supplementary information 
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that we are working to get for the members opposite, that 

breakout would be there. I don’t think it is. We can work to 

provide that information to get a detail about the breakout of 

what is in each of those values.  

What I can say — and I’ll just make it very clear here — 

is that each time I have been asked — I work, for example, with 

the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources who deals with 

land sales. Community Services deals with land development.  

Each time that there have been any lots go onto the market, 

as far as I understand it, we have put them out there at the cost 

of the development of the lots themselves. So, we are not 

seeking to make any money. Clearly, I am aware that the cost 

of lots is expensive in the territory and that it is part of the issue 

around land affordability. The way that we work at this is to try 

to get a range of sizes of lots so that there are some that are 

more affordable so that there is a spectrum of lots available and 

that we do not in any way try to make money on this. It is not 

seen as revenue generation; it should be revenue neutral.  

Ms. White: I am just hoping that the minister, when he 

does make that information available, will have those 

breakdowns to better understand those numbers.  

On page 6-15, where it talks about “Professional Licensing 

and Regulatory Affairs” — it is fascinating only because I work 

with someone who has had eye issues. Because there have been 

eye issues, there has been a really strong relationship developed 

with optometrists — that being the fact that, if something 

happens with their eyes, they need to see an optometrist. I can 

say that it has been experienced once here as it was happening 

— which are aura migraines, which means I can’t see. It’s very 

interesting. It is very fascinating. I have also seen the 

optometrist for weird eye things.  

The reason I bring this up is that there was an e-mail sent 

to optometrists on February 17 that was talking about how there 

had been approval to develop a change to the optometrist 

regulations and that, in order to clarify that appropriately, 

certified optometrists are permitted to exercise independent 

management of glaucoma. That is actually a really big deal. 

Part of that is that, when the visiting ophthalmologist comes 

through, if our optometrists are able to do all the pretesting 

ahead of time, it means that cataract surgery is much quicker. 

We have a long wait-list, so this is an important thing. 

I guess this is kind of twofold. I am wondering where we 

are in that process. I think that, unfortunately, the current 

situation right now about why these regulations are so 

important is absolutely in the context of glaucoma. The 

condition needs to be accurately and repeatedly monitored. If 

the visiting ophthalmologists start coming up, then one would 

hope that the optometrists in town could do the work, so I just 

want to know where we are in updating the optometrist 

regulations.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We are working to update the 

optometrist general regulations because we recognize that 

glaucoma care in the early phases is something that 

optometrists can provide. The more that we can divert across to 

optometrists, the better the health outcomes will be for 

Yukoners around their glaucoma treatment ahead of time.  

I met with several optometrists to discuss this issue. We 

are working for this regulatory change. Our timeline, as best I 

understand it right now, is for this summer — to get those 

regulations in place. We think this will be a strong win on all 

fronts. Work is underway now. The last update I had was that 

it was progressing as expected.  

Ms. White: On the same page, we have the Employment 

Standards and Residential Tenancies office, which is one of my 

favourite topics of conversation, because it turns out that there 

is a lot more need for support than I would have expected 

initially.  

Instead of going through the Hansard search right now to 

find it, I’m sure that the minister will remember that we’ve had 

conversations previously about buried oil tanks in mobile home 

parks. I am going to ask this because there is an issue. A mobile-

homeowner actually went to the residential tenancies office to 

try to go through a dispute resolution process with their 

landlord about a buried oil tank. In the end, they were told that 

was not the process for them — that there was no money that 

was going to exchange hands and that there would be no 

penalty. But I disagree, because the cost of removing a buried 

oil tank and the mitigation required is quite a lot. I can say here 

that the unfortunate truth is that the sale of that home fell 

through when there couldn’t be a guarantee that everything was 

A-okay. So, I wanted to talk with the minister today about 

buried oil tanks in mobile home parks and about where that 

responsibility lies.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I thank the member opposite for 

the issue she raised to the office. One of the challenges is that 

the residential landlord tenancies office is not typically 

involved in the sale of properties. We are involved in these 

disputes between landlords and tenants. There is a 

disagreement. From my perspective, it still rests on this very 

technical question of who is the owner of the tank. I’ve heard 

two perspectives brought to my attention. Not surprisingly, 

those perspectives depend on who is raising them, and I am still 

working to resolve that technical question.  

I’m sorry that I don’t have an answer today, but I am 

looking to get clarity around that fundamental question because 

it will result in a difference in which way this all falls. If the 

piece of property is deemed to belong to the mobile home park 

owner, that is very different from if it’s found to be on the 

property of the mobile home. I don’t have any further answer 

available today for members.  

Ms. White: When I sent this e-mail to the minister 

initially on February 10, I got a response saying that they would 

be checking with the department and we would get together and 

talk about it. The honest truth is that I didn’t follow up, so I’m 

also to blame there. But this is a couple of months in the process 

— and it wasn’t that the residential tenancies office had 

anything to do with the sale; it’s that the sale that was lined up 

— and a deposit had been made — did not go forward because 

of the issue with the oil tank. 

It’s interesting that the minister says right now — I mean, 

this comes back to the conversation that I have regularly about 

mobile-homeowners, which is that they are viewed as renters. 

The question would be: If I rented an apartment, do I own the 
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land outside the apartment? Do I own the land around the 

building?  

I’m just going to put that there, and I will not make the 

minister do this with me right now, but we will at some point 

in other offices, which is: Who is responsible for the land under 

the act — the Residential Landlord and Tenant Act? I’ve said 

that I missed the mistakes when we passed it in 2012. I did not 

realize how adversely it would affect homeowners at the time; 

I do now. Mobile-homeowners underneath the Residential 

Landlord and Tenant Act are viewed as renters. Therefore, they 

do not own the land. That is the crux of this question.  

So, I will leave it there. I look forward to a follow-up 

conversation after the minister has the ability to catch up with 

the department and we can talk about buried oil tanks in mobile 

home parks.  

One of the conversations that I had recently in 

communities that I’ve been through is, of course, about 

housing, and the minister can appreciate that. We just talked 

about lot development. I know from the briefing — I’ve been 

told that there were going to be 154 lots in Whistle Bend; in 

Dawson, it was the Dome, and it was the north end, and there 

were talks regarding the east end and all of that, which I do 

appreciate. One of the challenges is that, when the minister was 

listing off the communities before, I missed part of them. How 

does the department work with the communities as far as 

identifying areas and then the timing in which those lots will be 

developed? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just to back up for a second, I 

recall getting the letter from the member opposite, and I did 

actually follow up and come down to her office. It just 

happened that day that she wasn’t there.  

I did have a conversation with staff in her office about it, 

and I think both of us — her staff and me — were still planning 

to follow up to try to get resolution on this specific question. I 

don’t think that there is any question about who owns the land, 

but there is a real question about who owns the ancillary 

property.  

If, for example, I’m a renter, and I go out into the yard that 

I happen to rent and I put up a tent, that’s mine; but the real 

question is — this is a piece of buried infrastructure, and I just 

don’t know who the owner is. It makes a big difference on how 

this question resolves. I just need to get that. I will look to others 

to provide me with that professional response. 

With respect to how we work with communities, they split 

along sort of three lines. First of all, with municipalities, we 

follow the lead of the municipality. We see them as the owners 

of their official community plan, and we ask them about where 

their priorities are. We then work through that list of priorities. 

I suppose that there is also a recognition about pressures. Where 

we have more growth pressures, we will try to put more 

resources into that municipality. 

We are in conversation with all First Nations because, as 

the Minister of Justice is aware, we have been working to make 

it so that the Land Titles Office will work for our First Nations, 

and that is in progress and moving ahead. It is very positive 

news. But, again, we would work with the First Nation around 

their land, and there is a list of First Nations that we are working 

with in support of them and development. 

Finally, if it is an unincorporated community — if there is 

a local advisory council, we would work with them, and if not, 

we still try to have conversations within the communities. 

The main way to think of this is that, wherever there is an 

official community plan, we are directed by that official 

community plan. 

Ms. White: When the minister was answering questions 

before about some of the rural lots being looked at to develop, 

one of the places that the minister mentioned, I believe, was 

Keno. The question I have — and, I mean, this plagued my 

friend Jim for quite a long time — is that there is no potable 

water source in Keno. The water is delivered right now to the 

community. 

How is government developing lots when Keno is on water 

delivery? I believe, also, that it is the Government of Yukon 

that is doing the water delivery. How can we develop lots in a 

community where there is no potable water at this point? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just two things — I am not trying 

to be picky, but there is potable water in Keno. It is delivered 

there.  

The challenge is that we have had wells or a well there 

where, I think, it was probably arsenic levels — it was not 

potable. There was an attempt to drill a second well. Again, it 

didn’t pan out. What we do is provide water delivery.  

That is the reality of the situation. I don’t think that it 

means that we shouldn’t seek to invest in or work on the 

development of Keno — again, by talking with the community 

— but I do think that it is an issue.  

We have other places in the territory where we don’t have 

public wells. It is our job to make sure that people have access 

to water. We do that in a couple of ways. One is through the 

rural well program to support the development of wells by 

individuals. Second of all — and it depends on the community 

and the situation, but we make sure — Keno used to have a well 

which serviced the community, but then, through testing, it 

came up as not safe by today’s standards. There was an attempt 

to drill a second well. That didn’t work out, so the solution is to 

provide drinking water by delivering it. 

Ms. White: In previous sittings, the minister mentioned 

transfer facilities that were going to be shut down. Could he 

please give me a list of those again? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The four are the four smallest 

transfer stations around the territory. They are Keno, Johnsons 

Crossing, Silver City, and Braeburn.  

Ms. White: Can the minister tell me how many people 

are in the area that each of those transfer facilities service? So, 

how many people from the surrounding or immediate areas 

would use those facilities? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will work to get those numbers. I 

know that, when we produced the Solid Waste Advisory 

Committee report — or when I received the Solid Waste 

Advisory Committee report on solid waste which I think I 

tabled here — at the back of that report, there was a listing and 

it had numbers for each of the communities. I’m happy to try to 

get that for the member opposite. 
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I will also note that some of those numbers are debated. 

Let me say that. I just want to be careful that — well, even note 

Silver City — and some of these numbers that I’m listing here 

in the table — they’re listed as estimates. We don’t have 

accurate counts through statistics, but here we go: For Silver 

City, the estimate is 10; for Keno, we have 20; for Braeburn — 

25; and Johnsons Crossing is 25 — although I will note that 

Johnsons Crossing, in correspondence with me is letting me 

know that they believe their population is closer to 50.  

Ms. White: I was in Teslin last week and actually got to 

meet a couple of folks from Johnsons Crossing. One of my 

favorite things to do is to visit transfer facilities. I’ve been to 

quite a few and they’re set up in a different way and they all 

look different. Then the folks at Johnsons Crossing shared a 

letter with me that they sent to the minister on February 27 that 

includes, I believe — without counting them right now — 

approximately 80 folks who use that transfer facility. I know 

that there was a meeting set up with the minister and his 

officials for April 1 and I know that has been postponed now, 

which I do appreciate in the situation. But I wanted to know: 

Was there a willingness to have that conversation out there with 

the folks of Johnsons Crossing to maybe re-evaluate those 

numbers — because there is a big difference between 25 and 

80?  

Some of the things that had been highlighted for me was 

that, if you want to talk about climate and you want to talk about 

a climate emergency, driving your garbage 55 kilometres into 

Teslin or the 130 kilometres toward Whitehorse — it would be 

probably 100 kilometres toward Whitehorse to hit the Marsh 

Lake facility — it just didn’t make a lot of sense to folks. They 

had questions around — you know, they used to be able to 

recycle more in that one and now they can recycle less. It used 

to be set up better. I was told that the youngest person on the 

block is 64. The lids used to be easier to open and things aren’t 

now and so they just wanted to know that there was going to be 

a conversation.  

So, if the minister could talk a little bit about the Johnsons 

Crossing transfer facility, I would appreciate that. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Actually, I have been to Johnsons 

Crossing twice for this conversation — I am happy to go again. 

The first time, we had a good meeting with local residents. I 

disagree with some of the positions that the member opposite 

has just posed, but I will say that the community definitely 

would like me to look at the numbers, which we are happy to 

do. I will also say, though, that there is a big difference between 

25 and 80, or 25 and 50. My sense of the numbers was that the 

80 included all people over time who used the facility, which 

includes people who are there in the summer. It wasn’t year-

round residents. If I am going to start counting people — how 

I count them, I hope, is similar across all of the communities 

that we are counting. It is one of the challenges. Johnsons 

Crossing also notes that they provide a service for tourism. 

Keno would also say the same thing — so would many of our 

communities talk about this service. 

The point that I am going to challenge is that, when I live 

in Marsh Lake and I drive my garbage to the solid waste 

transfer station, I don’t try to do it just as a stand-alone trip; I 

try to do it in conjunction with other travel. So, if I am heading 

to go for groceries or there is some other reason I am going past 

the landfill, I could stop in at the landfill. So, the thought that it 

is increasing greenhouse gas emissions is interesting, but not I 

think how it plays out in reality. It is also possible for any 

community — and for example, again, I will reference Keno. 

When the Premier and I were there discussing with community 

members, we said to them: “Well, if you want to organize as a 

community so that you hire a business to take your waste away, 

then you don’t necessarily have to do the trip.” That can be done 

effectively. That does happen across the territory in several 

locations where community neighbourhoods get together and 

organize for landfill services. So, I’m not sure that we have to 

go there with respect to greenhouse gas emissions. 

I will say that all the facilities that I listed — Keno, 

Johnsons Crossing, Braeburn, and Silver City — are ungated 

and unstaffed. We want all facilities across the territory to be 

gated and staffed — because we recognize that what happens is 

that people just look for wherever they can put their garbage for 

free, but it turns out that garbage is not free. It costs — and it 

costs all Yukoners. We want to get away from is this notion of 

“Hey, if I put it here, it’s free.” By the way, we are also 

significantly increasing fines for those people who dump 

illegally. I would have to check on the numbers, but I believe it 

is fivefold — that is what we are doing with the increase in 

fines.  

To the premise of the question from the member opposite: 

Are we are willing to meet and talk with the citizens of 

Johnsons Crossing? Absolutely. Are we willing to look at this 

to try to decide whether it is the right choice to close Johnsons 

Crossing? Absolutely. Am I willing to entertain their 

perspectives? Absolutely. But, overall, we want to get to a 

regionalized waste management system across the territory. 

Ms. White: I guess the one thing that had been 

highlighted to me by the folks who I was talking to — there 

were a whole bunch of things — for example, they are in a high 

bear traffic area. Storing garbage and waste on their property 

for long periods of time waiting for them to have a reason to go 

into Teslin or to drive into Whitehorse was part of the problem. 

It is interesting — the Member for Kluane just pointed out that 

there is a garbage truck that goes from Destruction Bay into 

Whitehorse and they actually stop and pick up the Silver City 

waste on their way. They are not just driving past and emptying 

it; they are stopping to pick it up. That is an example of how 

things can add on.  

When we got the briefing, we were given ambulance call-

out numbers. I was just hoping that the minister could give 

those to me again, mostly because I got some of the information 

down but not all of the information. So, I am looking for the 

ambulance call-out numbers for 2019 — both in Whitehorse 

and rural — and the medevac numbers again, please.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We are still compiling some of the 

numbers, Mr. Deputy Chair, but our Whitehorse total 

ambulance calls for 2019 are just over 8,000 at 8,038. Our rural 

total ambulance calls — 1,721; transport by a medevac team 

within the territory — 500; and out-of-territory — 600. The 
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total amount of medevacs is 1,100 and the total annual EMS 

calls for 2019 were 10,860.  

Ms. White: I thank the minister for those numbers. If 

anything, what that shows — especially when we look at the 

rural numbers — is the amount of work that rural volunteers do 

in their communities. Does the minister have a sense of how 

many EMS volunteers there are outside of Whitehorse?  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We have a total of 109 EMS 

volunteers in our rural communities at last count. Alongside 

that, we do have several EMS staff as well in Dawson City and 

Watson Lake, because they have a blended model. So, they 

each have five paid staff. Within Whitehorse, we have 29 paid 

staff and we have another 23 on the air ambulance. That is a 

total of 62 staff and a total of 109 EMS volunteers by last count.  

Ms. White: That 109 is a number to celebrate. I think 

that’s just an example of community caring about community.  

Are there any auxiliary-on-call EMS attendants?  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We do have auxiliaries on call. 

Under primary care paramedics, we have a total of 

approximately six auxiliaries on call. We have another sort of 

halftime position — that is a critical care nurse. Under 

medevacs, we have another four and under “critical care 

paramedics and other”, we have just over one auxiliary on call. 

Ms. White: So, I’m trying to understand how — not how 

scheduling works — but I’m sure, over time, the patterns are 

visible. I just want to know, does EMS collect data? By that I 

mean, you know, recognition of what kind of calls or where the 

calls are located. Is there data collected?  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Absolutely, data is collected about 

calls. I have at my fingertips today the incident volume from 

2019. I wouldn’t have a breakdown about location in front of 

me. At some point, when you get down to more and more 

granular information, you’re starting to deal with privacy 

issues. But yes, data is collected for all of EMS.  

Ms. White: So, appreciating privacy — which I do — 

one of the questions that I have is that, in the Budget Address, 

it says that — and I quote: “… we have already seen a reduction 

in visits to the emergency room…” and that it is because of the 

shelter. I wanted to know if information was collected about the 

amount of time EMS was called to the shelter. I am just 

wondering if there is a number. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Yes, there were numbers collected 

pre and post putting the two positions in the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. We saw about a 50-percent drop in 

ambulance visits as a result. It is a significant difference. Yes, 

we collect that data for sure. 

Ms. White: Would it be possible for the minister to 

share that data with the opposition parties? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I have some information here, and 

I will provide it as I can. I know that before we put the two EMS 

paramedics into the shelter — from January 1, 2019, to 

September 30, 2019, we had a total of 920 emergency calls to 

the shelter. I am correcting myself from just a moment ago. To 

date, we have seen a 60-percent decrease in Emergency 

Medical Services responses to the shelter as a result of having 

those two paramedics there. Let me be clear — it is not always 

two paramedics there — it is two paramedics who provide 

hours at the shelter, so they would spell off. 

Ms. White: The minister just gave me numbers from 

January 2019 to September 2019. Do we have something from 

October 2019 to the present day? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will have numbers. I will ask the 

department to get me a number that I can share across — but 

just working out the math, a 60-percent decrease means that 

there have been significantly less calls over time. I’m happy to 

get the number for the member. 

Ms. White: I do appreciate that, but when the minister 

says that there is a 60-percent reduction based on the math that 

he’s doing on numbers that I don’t have — it is just about 

sharing the information. I would never consider myself a math 

lead, so to have it broken down is really a benefit to me. Unlike 

some people in this Chamber, I was not a math teacher. I barely 

made it through math. I probably could have used the help. 

Just to focus on the two EMS employees — the two 

paramedics at the shelter — what a fantastic addition. Bringing 

front-line health care workers to a place where people need 

front-line health care — no criticism at all, nothing but 

compliments. I am just curious about the numbers.  

Again, as I said in the briefing, I hope that those folks are 

supported because it is not easy work. It is substantially 

different than other EMS work would be. It takes very special 

people to do that work — period — and even more special 

people to be in that situation, so full credit to them. 

Looking at the Community Services website, it gets very 

complicated. For example, on the Community Services 

website, it says — I’m going to talk about the old website, even 

though I didn’t like it. I did like things better — because, for 

example, on the Community Services website, one of the 

challenges is that it says “Waste and recycling” and then it has 

“Contaminated sites”, but if I remember, contaminated sites are 

under the Department of Environment.  

There is a head nod over there, so I am right that it is the 

Department of Environment.  

But it does talk about garbage and hazardous waste 

disposal. One of my favourite things, of course, when we talk 

about recycling is the extended producer responsibility — or 

EPR — list. Then, of course, two government departments were 

at all the consultations, and it was two ministers who did it. I 

can’t remember who was responsible for what, so I’m going to 

ask if the Minister of Community Services is responsible for 

the extended producer responsibility list.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It is the Minister of Environment 

who is responsible for the regulations around things like the 

extended producer responsibility list. Really, it is the list of 

products that we are trying to do stewardship with. Typically, 

it is the Department of Environment that deals with the 

regulation, or it has been to this date. It is the Department of 

Community Services that deals with the operations of those 

regulations. We work together — that is the way to describe it. 

So, for example, I believe it was the Member for Whitehorse 

Centre who asked questions about the extended producer 

responsibility last time, and I said that, working with the Solid 

Waste Advisory Committee, we were excited and hopeful that 
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we would be able to get to extended producer responsibility and 

that the way we would do that is in partnership with a 

neighbouring province. I should have said at that time that it 

was the Department of Environment and the Department of 

Community Services working together. 

Ms. White: I appreciate that it is always multi-layered 

— the old government systems.  

So, under the Department of Community Services website, 

it says “Services and information” and it says: “Borrow and 

return library materials”, “Find water treatment plants”, and 

“What can I recycle and where?” The only reason that I’m 

highlighting that is that the Department of Community Services 

is responsible for substantially more than those three things. 

The challenge, of course, is that navigating through the 

yukon.ca website and trying to find other things that the 

minister is responsible for is a lot more challenging.  

Some of the things that we had been hopeful for — in 

getting information about that supplementary information — 

were, for example, through sport and recreation or through 

different grant programs — so there are different things. That 

kind of leads it to that challenge. The reason why I’m 

highlighting it is because, as I’m here on the computer looking 

for the different things that I want to talk about, I can’t actually 

find them on the new website. Again, I’m not an IT person 

either, so that’s also part of the challenge.  

One of the questions that I have — and now I’ve confused 

myself, because I have both departments — is: Is the 

Department of Community Services responsible for the 

diversion credits that used to exist? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I understand completely the 

challenge. First of all, I affectionately call the department the 

“kitchen sink department” because it’s like, “Oh, is there 

something in government — where does it go? If we don’t 

know clearly, well, let’s pick Community Services.” The 

Premier keeps saying, “Well, yes, you guys are ‘finance lite’ or 

whatever. You should take this.” So, we do a lot of very wide-

ranging things, so it makes it challenging.  

I also want to say — and I can appreciate us, as folks in 

this Legislature, and our history at navigating the website — 

that it’s honestly not where we started when we were trying to 

create the new website; it was to try to think of citizens first.  

The citizen doesn’t want to ask the question about which 

department — whether it is Community Services or 

Environment, or EMR or Community Services. What the 

citizen wants is — they think about a topic, and so that is how 

the site is being designed so that it is more intuitive for the 

average citizen — not for us who have long been engaged 

around governments. It is more accessible from a mobile 

perspective. You can track how many people are accessing the 

government website on a mobile device, such as a phone or an 

iPad, and it has grown exponentially. It is surpassing computers 

as the means to access, so it is different. 

The specific question was around the diversion credit 

system. Is the Department of Community Services responsible 

for it? The answer to that is yes. I am happy to answer questions 

around the diversion credit system. 

Ms. White: We are going to dive down into the 

diversion credits. I would like to know the amounts and which 

organizations are collecting them. This was a really big deal a 

number of years ago, and the reason why it was such a big deal 

is that, as the recyclers were struggling to deal with recycling 

— because, as we know, recycling is not free, although we have 

all been trained to think that it is free. One way that the 

processors were surviving was through collection of the 

diversion credits. They were increased at one point in time 

because the system was going to collapse. So, if we could just 

talk about waste diversion and the waste diversion credits for a 

bit, that would be great. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I have some numbers here. I am 

happy to get more or to see where the questions go. $400,000 

is for the designated material regulations for tires; $450,000 is 

for electronic waste processing and transportation; $200,000 is 

for the household hazardous waste program; and $650,000 is 

for waste diversion in the territory. It’s quite a range. There is 

also $40,000 that goes toward Zero Waste Yukon to support 

them in their efforts to promote waste reduction.  

Ms. White: One of the things that I asked during the 

briefing — and I’m just looking for the minister’s thoughts — 

in the previous Sitting, the minister came out announcing that 

there would be an energy retrofit program that would go onto 

the municipal taxes. I obviously had questions about it then and 

I still have questions now. I did get a great briefing from the 

officials, but could the minister tell me where that process is at, 

who were the conversations with, and what are the next steps 

forward?  

Deputy Chair: Would Committee members like to take 

a break?  

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: We’ll break for 15 minutes.  

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order.  

The matter before the Committee is resuming general 

debate on Vote 51, Department of Community Services, in Bill 

No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The Member for Takhini-Kopper 

King asked about the energy retrofits program. The department 

has been working on it. Just to remind everyone, we have 

already been able to get energy retrofits for institutional 

buildings — for example, the Legislative Assembly. What we 

can’t use federal infrastructure dollars for is either commercial 

or residential, so we want to develop a program that will 

support commercial and residential buildings. We want to make 

sure that it is working with the good energy rebate program, 

which the Energy Solutions Centre provides and which covers 

off about 25 percent of retrofits. We want to facilitate getting at 

that 75 percent through a loan. The idea is that the homeowner 

or the commercial property owner will get the advantage of 

lower energy costs over time and that will offset their ability to 

repay that loan.  
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We are still in the design phase of the program. There are 

still questions that are being worked through. The main two 

ideas that we are looking at is a local improvement charge or 

working with existing programs with Yukon Housing 

Corporation. We haven’t finalized it, but we have had good 

conversations with municipalities and we have heard some of 

the important issues that they want to make sure are addressed 

through this program.  

Ms. White: Just as we get started again after that 15-

minute break, I would just like to congratulate the hard-working 

folks in the Department of Community Services who 

miraculously got the supplementary information up online. I 

raise my hands to them in that effort. It was a little bit delayed 

for my liking, but I do appreciate the good work done to get that 

out there as quickly as they did. Kudos to the department for 

that; it is appreciated. 

The minimum wage also falls under the responsibility of 

the Minister of Community Services. I have to say that I was 

actually quite surprised by the economic evaluation of the 

proposed changes to the minimum wage that came out of the 

Economic Research branch from the Department of Finance. I 

say that in terms of the language. Instead of talking about 

“increases”, it talked about “hikes”. It had the language of 

“danger zone” highlighted. The reason why I bring this up is 

that the report that was done by the Employment Standards 

Board that was given to the minister in 2018 didn’t use 

language like “hike”; it used language like “increase”. It didn’t 

use language that, I have to say, is quite inflammatory. 

I just wanted to know — and I am not sure if the minister 

is going to be able to answer this — if, in reading this report, 

what were the minister’s thoughts on some of the language that 

was used? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I did request that the report be done 

for the Employment Standards Board. I would like to thank the 

Employment Standards Board for the work that they have been 

doing and continue to do. I have read so many reports now from 

a whole range of places on minimum wage. It seems like there 

are two perspectives. Let me share a story: When I shared that 

report with the Employment Standards Board — of course, it 

was written for them — I thought that, as a document that was 

shared with them, I should make it more public. I asked that it 

be posted. I sent it to labour organizations that had been in 

conversations with me about minimum wage and I sent it to the 

chambers that had been in conversations with me about 

minimum wage. When I met with the chambers, they told me 

that they thought that the report wasn’t strong enough. It always 

appears that there is this range of perspectives.  

It is not for me to judge about the report. I felt that the 

report had attempted to be diligent in doing its analysis, and I 

felt that this was of value to the Employment Standards Board, 

and I think that they can draw their interpretations about the 

report and the contents therein. 

Ms. White: The language to me — I am just going to 

highlight the language of “hike” instead of “increase”, “danger 

zone” and such — I don’t know that it helped the conversation 

around minimum wage, to be honest, because for those on the 

other side of the spectrum, it was frustrating, to say the least. 

I have talked about this before and I have asked this 

question before — the difference between community 

librarians and librarians who work for the Department of 

Community Services or Yukon government — and it is about 

parity — so, believing that the work done by one is the same 

work that is done by another and are worth the same. But we 

know that librarians in communities work for societies, and the 

librarians who work in the City of Whitehorse work for the 

Department of Community Services. 

So can the minister let me know how the parity is working 

right now between community librarians and urban librarians? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The difference that I understand is 

not about whether they are rural or urban — rural or 

Whitehorse. The difference, as I understand it, is who is 

employing them. When I go and talk to community libraries 

and when they meet and I discuss with them, this is an issue 

that they raise. One of the challenges is that their board decides 

how they will be compensated, and their board is able to choose 

to pay them further. However, the natural outcome of that is 

fewer hours. 

When I was involved in my own community establishing 

a small library in Marsh Lake — we called it the Marsh Lake 

Little Library — we chose not to become part of the 

government system, and we just left it more like the community 

libraries that you see around with all the little boxes — just like 

a neighbourhood library — a drop-off and borrow — 

passionate volunteers who are there. 

One of the reasons that we chose that was because we 

wanted to be able to have as many hours as possible and not 

have any of the government parameters that came with the 

notion of joining the system. The driver isn’t always about 

parity. The driver is about what we are able to — or how much 

service is able to be provided. That is at the discretion of the 

boards in the communities. So, it happens through a transfer 

payment agreement that goes to those boards.  

The one thing I will say is that, not through this budget but 

in the last budget, we were able to increase the amount of 

dollars that went to our community libraries. But it still was not 

as much as they would hope for, so I will acknowledge that our 

community libraries are always trying to stretch their dollars as 

much as they can. 

Ms. McLeod: I just have couple of items that I want to 

address. One of them of course is to tag onto what the Member 

for Takhini-Kopper King was speaking about and that is the 

community libraries.  

I recognize that there was a small increase to community 

library budgets and the one I’m most familiar with of course is 

Watson Lake. Now, one of the major concerns for that 

community library was the lack of ability to provide wage 

increases to the staff. Really, the message from government 

was, “Well, you know, it’s up to you to decide if you want to 

pay your staff more and get rid of some or keep the staff you 

have and not give them a raise or at least as much as what they 

would like.”  

Now, when we look at the library in Whitehorse, of course, 

these are civil servants who work there, and they automatically 

get increases to their wages very year like every civil servant 
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does. I would like to know what the government’s thoughts are 

in providing these same increases to community libraries so 

that their staff can get the cost-of-living allowances and the 

automatic wage increases that other civil servants enjoy. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Well, I thank the member opposite 

for the question. I note that, in the previous government’s term, 

there was no tying libraries to the cost-of-living adjustments 

nor paying our community libraries at a similar rate to public 

servants. That was also not their choice. I don’t think it was 

necessarily that the community libraries would have to drop 

jobs if they were to choose to pay more money, but I do think 

it would impact the number of hours that a library is open. Look 

— the discretion is the library boards’; it is their judgment 

about what to do with the funds. I am happy to answer questions 

about the amount of dollars that go to our community libraries. 

I will always do my best to try to get more money for our 

community libraries because I feel that they are incredibly 

important. We were able to get an increase to our community 

libraries last year and I will continue to work to get an increase.  

Ms. Hanson: The issue here is really not whether or not 

just the community libraries have received an increase, but it is 

the societies, and it’s all the NGOs both in Community Services 

and in other government departments. Not only is government 

not considering the issue — let alone parity or CPI or whatever 

index or measurement you want to use to determine what might 

be an approximation of the cost-of-living adjustments — but 

when we look at the contributions to the entities, they are static. 

So, the Volunteer Bureau — 67, 67, 67, and 67. In fact, 

over the course of three or four years, that is a negative. The 

minister knows that. The Association of Yukon Communities 

— 100, 100, and 100. Over four years, that is a negative. What 

is the rationale for not even acknowledging that these non-

governmental entities, just like the minister’s department and 

the minister’s wages, should reflect that there are increased 

costs of delivering and working with — local advisory councils, 

as well, 72 across the board. It was actually 73 and went down 

to 72. So, what is the rationale? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: It is not uniform that the number is 

the same year over year. It is often the case, but it isn’t a given 

that it will be the same. Typically, these transfer payment 

agreements are around specific services or things that the not-

for-profit sector does, so that is typically where the dialogue 

goes. I have met with all of the groups that the member opposite 

listed in her question and have had dialogue with them.  

With respect to the Association of Yukon Communities, 

typically, that conversation has been around municipalities first 

— so through the comprehensive municipal grant, which did 

get increased through our negotiation with municipalities. Of 

course, the Association of Yukon Communities derives most of 

its revenue through municipalities and a little bit through local 

advisory councils, not through us as government. So, increasing 

the comprehensive municipal grant automatically increased — 

I will follow up with the Association of Yukon Communities to 

find out directly, but I believe that there is a relationship 

between the comprehensive municipal grant and their portion. 

So, the dialogue around the comprehensive municipal grant 

was initiated through the Association of Yukon Communities. 

With local advisory councils, I have said to them at all 

times that I am perfectly willing to entertain a conversation 

around if they need an increase. I just asked them to let me 

know what their situation is. 

With respect to Volunteer Bénévoles Yukon, I have met 

with them several times to talk about what they are doing, and 

my conversation with them is around trying to build the 

capacity of NGOs and to support them in supporting the not-

for-profit sector, and I have worked very closely with them. 

The answer to the question is that we are open to having 

those conversations on a case-by-case basis and I am happy to 

talk with the not-for-profit sector about their needs. 

Ms. Hanson: Well, in fact, Mr. Deputy Chair, I have 

heard from a number of NGOs that there is a lot of talk about 

NGOs — sometimes two NGOs — but what we see, when I 

look at this budget — and when we get to Health and Social 

Services, which will be next, we will see the flatlining again. 

So, what does talk do if it doesn’t result in a change? I will leave 

it at that. 

Mr. Kent: I appreciate the minister and his officials here 

today. I just have one question that has come up from a 

constituent of mine, and I think I have the right minister here 

— just with the consumer and corporate affairs responsibility. 

It is with respect to fuel pricing in the Yukon at the pumps, 

gasoline pricing. A constituent of mine sent me a text last night 

that showed the gasoline prices in Edmonton. Right now, it is 

69.9 cents a litre, which obviously is quite a bit lower than here. 

In talking to my colleague from Pelly-Nisutlin, he pulled 

up a chart that shows, pre-tax, what companies are paying — 

Edmonton rack pricing, so it is buying right from the refinery 

— for regular gas. Regular unleaded gas is 32.8 per litre, and 

then adding onto that, of course, the additional taxes — 

transportation, carbon tax, and those types of things. Alberta, I 

am assuming, has the same carbon tax rates that we do since 

they are both imposed by the federal government, so that should 

be similar. 

Then, again, my colleague from Pelly Nisutlin was 

mentioning that freight costs are approximately 20 cents per 

litre — just a round number. So, we’re looking at some of the 

trajectory of gasoline prices throughout Canada and the 

provinces over the last number of months. They have obviously 

gone up and gone down, and Yukon, for the most part — except 

for the recent 13-cent-per-litre decrease — has pretty much 

been flatlined. It was at 142.9 for the longest time, and now it 

has dropped to 129.9 in the Whitehorse area. It’s different, 

obviously, in the communities.  

I’m not advocating any government interference in the 

market or any type of action like that, but I think what my 

constituent and others would like to see is some sort of an 

independent review. Again, if I have the right minister, or if you 

could refer it to one of your colleagues if this isn’t in your 

department — but some sort of independent review of the 

gasoline prices here in the territory and why they are fluctuating 

in other parts of Canada but seem to remain steady here, I would 

certainly appreciate it if the minister would commit to that 

independent review. Obviously, there are a lot of things going 

on in the government right now with the COVID-19 concerns, 
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but this is something that I think would be important to not only 

my constituent, but to other Yukon consumers if that’s 

something that the government would take a look at. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I think this is the Department of 

Finance. It’s not Community Services. I would just direct that 

question over there. 

Mr. Kent: I appreciate that from the minister. If he could 

just pass that request to the Minister of Finance so I don’t have 

to get up and repeat that when that department comes up, that 

would be great. If we could get some sort of a response from 

the minister, that would be great as well.  

Mr. Hassard: I had a question for the minister regarding 

the Faro fire hall. We know that it was cancelled last year due 

to being overbudget. I know that the minister had been — or 

the department had been — in talks with the municipality. I’m 

curious — I didn’t see it in this year’s budget, and I don’t see it 

in the five-year capital concept, so I’m wondering if the 

minister could give us a bit of an update as to what the situation 

is there. 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I recently went to Faro and had a 

meeting with the mayor and council. We discussed the issue. 

The issue wasn’t just that the prices had come in high, it was 

also that the new municipal government felt that the scope of 

the project had been a little bit too much — a little bit too big 

— and that maybe things needed to be scaled back a bit. The 

project was rescoped. They asked me to give them a sense of 

the timeline on the project. I recently called Mayor Faber back 

up to say to him that my sense of timing was, provided that we 

get all of the necessary approvals on our side, that the project 

would go ahead for this tendering sometime this fall to start 

work in the following building season. 

Ms. McLeod: I just have a couple of questions regarding 

rural lot development.  

I know that the minister stood up to tell us which rural 

communities were seeing some activity and further went on to 

explain how much of the budget was going to that end. This 

year, rural land development is $5 million to $10 million. Next 

year, it will be $5 million to $10 million and then really nothing 

from there on out. It’s just minor amounts of money as far as 

lot development goes.  

The question is: Which communities will see lots for sale 

this year and how many lots? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I will have to get back to the 

member opposite about what our projection is for the numbers 

of lots in communities. I think I read into the record that the 

amount that we are investing in our rural communities is just 

over $7 million. That $7 million — I’m not sure — I anticipate 

that, over time, we will always be investing in rural lot 

development — but can I just note that this $7 million is just 

under what the previous government spent in 2016-17 for all 

lot development across the territory? It surpasses by two times 

what they spent in 2015-16 and surpasses by nearly three times 

what they spent in 2014-15. That is for rural lot development. 

We are spending $29 million on lot development in the 

territory. 

Okay, I will happily try to get projections for the number 

of lots that we think that will get us in each of the rural 

communities and what our projection is. But it is a significant 

number; it is not a minor number, Mr. Deputy Chair. 

Ms. McLeod: I am sorry if the minister thought that this 

was some kind of criticism. Obviously, I am happy to see lot 

development going on in rural Yukon and what is happening 

this year is, of course, what is important to me. 

I appreciate that there is lot development going on, but I 

still have not heard any numbers as to how many lots are going 

to be up for sale for rural Yukoners to purchase. I understand 

that the minister will get me that information and I appreciate 

it. 

Mr. Istchenko: I have a question for the minister that 

references lotteries. I have had this conversation with the 

minister before, but I don’t think we got anywhere a few years 

ago. 

The non-profit societies — and I want to expedite this and 

bring it forward for my constituents. It needs to be brought up 

again. There are a lot of non-profit societies that go and apply 

for a licence and more and more and more — when they apply 

for a lotteries licence — whether they are applying for raffling 

off a side-by-side, or a fat-tire bike or something they are doing 

or whether they are holding a poker run event or they are 

looking to do 50-50 tickets — there are all kinds of stuff that 

you can apply for. 

The issue that I think organizations — and not just in the 

riding of Kluane, but also in Whitehorse and everywhere else 

is what you can use the proceeds of your raffle for is being 

interpreted differently from how it used to be interpreted under 

the act. I have read through the act, and the act is quite vague 

— probably for a reason — and I will just give you an example. 

In my riding, we are not allowed, as a service organization, 

to donate money to Skate with Santa. Now, Skate with Santa is 

probably one of our top three big things. It is on December 24, 

just the day before Christmas. Mr. and Mrs. Yukon hold an 

event. We go skating and the Lion’s Club would donate $200 

or $300 to buy teddy bears for the kids. We can’t do that 

because Mr. and Mrs. Yukon don’t have a charitable 

organization under Community Services with all of their 

paperwork filled out, so we can’t donate to that. We couldn’t 

donate an AED to the school, even though we were told all the 

schools were full. We put one in there, but we had to put 

“property of the St. Elias Lion’s Club” on it.  

I just want to bring this to the attention of the minister. He 

can get up and say a few words if he wants, but I think it really 

needs to be looked at — how the YG staff are interpreting the 

licensing act and what people are allowed and not allowed to 

donate in their communities. Not everyone is a registered 

charitable society, but if you want to donate to the fire 

department — well, the fire department actually gets 

government funding, so you can’t donate to the fire department 

for Share the Spirit. There are lots of things like that. It is 

becoming quite difficult. You are starting to see non-profit 

societies that want to volunteer in their community and raise 

money for things just dissolve their societies because it’s too 

difficult.  

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just to back up a second for the 

Member for Watson Lake — again, I am happy to try to get 
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numbers. What I heard her talk about was that this was a minor 

amount of money. I heard the word “minor”. So that’s what had 

me trying to establish that this was significant. I do have 

numbers in front of me about what is available in the lot 

inventory right now around Watson Lake and other 

communities. So I have three country residential and one 

commercial lot available right now. Her question, as I heard it, 

was: How many lots are we going to make available — as in 

develop with the investment? I will get those numbers and 

projections, and I will get it for the whole of the territory — all 

our communities — because I think everyone is interested in 

knowing those numbers.  

Also, I said it was over $7 million. Let me just clarify that 

it’s $7.4 million for rural land development.  

For the Member for Kluane in his important — all of these 

questions are important, pardon me. It was a good question. I 

will happily go back and talk with the branch to try to see about 

this and I think it’s whenever we are talking about any of our 

branches which deal with interpreting the rules out there, 

whether it be — well, on my side, it would be building safety 

and this group — but we want to, at all times, strike a balance 

between upholding the rules appropriately as they are written 

out there, but also understanding the realities of our 

communities. I think we can all appreciate that the small 

societies are there to try to support their communities and they 

are just looking for a way to do things within the rules — so to 

try to help them navigate that. I appreciate that question and I 

will happily work with the department.  

Deputy Chair: Is there any other general debate on 

Vote 51, Department of Community Services? We’ll proceed 

to line-by-line debate. 

Mr. Kent: Mr. Deputy Chair, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 51, Department of 

Community Services, cleared or carried, as required.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51, 
Department of Community Services, cleared or 
carried 

Deputy Chair: Mr. Kent has, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 51, Department of 

Community Services, cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $100,523,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of 

$117,317,000 agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $217,840,000 

agreed to 

Department of Community Services agreed to 

 

Deputy Chair: The matter before Committee is Vote 3, 

Department of Education, in Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Deputy Chair: We will recess for 10 minutes.  

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come 

to order. 

The matter before the Committee is Vote 3, Department of 

Education, in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21.  

Is there any general debate? 

 

Department of Education 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: First, I would like to ask my 

colleagues to help welcome Deputy Minister Nicole Morgan 

from the Department of Education — in the big chair — and 

Alison Thom, who is our manager of budgets and financial 

planning at the Department of Education. I appreciate them 

both being here today to assist with some of the questions. I am 

very pleased, Mr. Deputy Chair, to rise in the House today to 

present the Department of Education’s 2020-21 budget. 

Education has a lasting impact on the lives of all Yukoners 

and our communities. Education lays a foundation in our lives 

— the knowledge and the skills that we use to weave with our 

experiences and create paths in our lives. Our government is 

very proud to support this budget being put forward today. My 

intention is to review some of the highlights. I certainly won’t 

be speaking about all of the items in the Education portfolio, 

but I am happy to get to some questions as well. 

Our government is proud to support, in this budget, with 

Yukon College, the establishment of Yukon University, which 

of course, is Canada’s first university north of 60. 

There are a number of items in the budget as well that 

respond to the audit that was done by the Auditor General with 

respect to an education focus and was released last June 2019. 

There is important work being done to collaborate with First 

Nations on the implementation of the audit recommendations, 

as well as others in the education world. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, in 2020-21, the Department of 

Education has a total budget request of $217,719,000. Of this, 

$192, 995 is for operation and maintenance. This is a 

$7,587,000 increase over last year’s budget. The remaining 

$24,724,000 is for capital projects. This is a decrease of 

$4,037,000 from the 2019-20 capital budget. 

I will just do a brief summary, Mr. Deputy Chair, of some 

of the branches with respect to the expenditures set out in this 

budget. First, I will make reference to Schools and Student 

Services and the O&M portion of that budget. The Schools and 

Student Services branch delivers public school education for 

more than 5,500 kindergarten to grade 12 students across 30 

schools here in the Yukon Territory. This includes the quality 

assurance of the operations of Yukon schools and the delivery 

of K to 12 school programs, including facilities and student 
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transportation. It is by far the largest — it includes the inclusive 

and special education programming for students with different 

learning needs. It includes student information systems, 

distribution of learning resources, and privacy management, 

and it includes apprenticeships and training programs and 

student financial assistance programs. 

To support the delivery of this service to Yukon learners, 

a total of $152,016,000 in the 2020-21 budget is requested for 

both O&M and capital. Of this total, $127,692,000 is requested 

for O&M, which is an increase of $4,980,000 over last year’s 

main estimates. This increase is largely due to the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association and the Yukon Employees’ Union 

collective agreement salary increases for staff. 

With respect to supporting professional learning for 

educators, we have in this budget $1,861,725 for 2020-21. 

Mr. Deputy Chair, this includes the Government of Yukon 

contribution of $475,000 to the Yukon Teachers’ Association 

professional development fund.  

With respect to recommendations from the Auditor 

General’s report regarding school growth plans and the fact that 

they be enhanced, we have budgeted $327,000 to support this 

work in this fiscal year.  

There are a number of other topics I could touch on, but I 

will note the capital funding under the heading of Schools and 

Student Services — so I just spoke about the O&M — moving 

with respect to that branch into the capital fund, we have in the 

budget $24,324,000 in the capital fund for Schools and Student 

Services that is requested this year. This an overall increase of 

$4,437,000 from last year. This funding will allow us to 

continue modernizing Yukon schools as set out in the 

Government of Yukon’s five-year capital plan. 

With respect to capital, the Whistle Bend elementary 

school has budgeted 1,575,000, requested to continue planning 

work for that new elementary school here in Whitehorse. There 

is a request for $11,583,000 to complete the French first 

language secondary school. There is $4,600,000 requested to 

continue remediation work on the Ross River School. There is 

$500,000 for the work on the relocation of Kluane Lake School 

to Burwash Landing. There is $2.1 million requested to build 

modular classrooms to provide flexible learning spaces and 

meet changing learning needs in Yukon schools.  

Also in the Capital budget: $543,000 requested to complete 

the additional site features at the F.H. Collins school site; 

school-based information technology is budgeted for 

$2.283 million; playground equipment to enhance and replace 

some playground equipment at Yukon schools is $50,000; 

$100,000 for modernizing learning spaces within Yukon 

schools; a total of $435,000 for renovations and repairs at 

various schools across the territory; $485,000 for school-based 

equipment purchases; and special education equipment is 

budgeted this year at $70,000.  

The Policy and Partnerships branch of the Department of 

Education has, with respect to operation and maintenance — 

this branch develops and coordinates the standards, procedures, 

and quality assurance measures for Yukon’s K to 12 

curriculum, post-secondary, and labour market programs and 

services in collaboration with Yukon First Nations and other 

educational partners. 

There is $25,453,000 requested for operation and 

maintenance and funding for these program areas. This is an 

increase of $354,000 from last year. Again, that change largely 

comes from collective agreement salary increases for Yukon 

Employees’ Union staff. 

With respect to First Nation Initiatives and the operation 

and maintenance for that branch and moving on to that branch, 

a total of $8,278,000 is requested for this newer branch of the 

Department of Education. This is an increase of $1.922 million 

from the 2019-20 main estimates, from when this branch was 

first established. 

As of 2019-20, the Government of Yukon has increased 

funding in this area of education in order to provide an 

additional $1.8 million each year to Yukon First Nations to 

support capacity building and collaboration toward 

community-level and collective joint education priorities. This 

is an extremely important initiative. This includes $1.5 million 

to support community-level joint education priorities with the 

14 Yukon First Nations through education agreements and 

$300,000 to support implementation of the joint education 

action plan and related collective priorities. This means an 

overall $3,521,000 in First Nation education agreement funding 

is there to support joint priorities. 

Turning to Yukon University, with respect to operation and 

maintenance and capital to support the work and the core 

funding of Yukon University — $27,123,000 for Yukon 

University’s operation and maintenance budgets is here. The 

Government of Yukon continues to provide consistent funding 

support for transition to the university of $1.5 million annually.  

The department is requesting $400,000 in the 2020-21 

budget for Yukon University’s capital spending which will 

primarily be spent on new signs to reflect the university and to 

students and visitors as they arrive and throughout the 

university and throughout the territory. We hope that we will 

be able to celebrate in May of this year, but as we know, things 

are moving fast, so we will hope that will be an opportunity 

forthcoming.  

Student Support Services delivers all of the department’s 

programs and services, including finance and accounting, 

human resources, communications, and public engagement. A 

total of $4,449,000 is requested for that branch’s operation and 

maintenance budget, which is an increase of $331,000 over last 

year, which is again largely due to the Yukon Employees’ 

Union collective agreement salary changes.  

I think I might be close to concluding. Certainly, there is 

not much description in my comments today about the 

importance of these programs, but I’m keen for the opportunity 

to be able to answer questions.  

Mr. Deputy Chair, from before we even enter kindergarten 

to when we prepare for careers and community life after high 

school and post-secondary school of any kind, we need 

educational programs to be responsive to our learning interests 

and needs as a community and as Yukoners. I am happy and 

proud to support this budget for the Department of Education 
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to achieve those goals going forward. I will be very pleased to 

answer questions. Thank you.  

Mr. Kent: I would like to welcome the officials. I thank 

the officials for the briefing on Friday. It was very informative. 

I appreciate getting some of the supplementary information, as 

well as the other handouts.  

Anyway, I’ll jump right in with the minister here. 

Obviously, a lot of attention is being paid to COVID-19, and 

with respect to the Department of Education, the last 

correspondence with parents came out on March 13 saying that 

they expected school to resume after the spring break. Given 

announcements in recent days from neighbouring jurisdictions 

like Saskatchewan and Alberta and then British Columbia 

today that they were suspending school until further notice, has 

that changed with respect to the Yukon? At this time, are we 

still expecting to return to regular classes following the spring 

break — of course, bearing in mind the recommendations made 

yesterday by the chief medical officer of health? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The health and safety of Yukon 

students and staff is, of course, our first priority. We are 

working to ensure that we are sharing the most current and up-

to-date information. As the member opposite has noted, that is 

changing almost hourly.  

We are currently in conversation with the Yukon chief 

medical officer of health and expect that we will plan for 

contingencies, adjusting operations as we go forward. As the 

member opposite knows — and probably all members and most 

Yukoners are aware — we are currently having a March break, 

which was previously scheduled. For most places in the Yukon 

Territory, it is for a period of two weeks and will end on March 

27. We are working hourly with respect to the changes and the 

advice of the chief medical officer of health. We will follow 

that advice. I expect to have an announcement in the next 

number of days. 

Mr. Kent: I didn’t have this written down, but are there 

schools that only have a one-week spring break in the territory? 

What are the plans for them? If you could just flag those schools 

for us, that would be great. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you for the question. I will 

just go through it so it is clear.  

Schools in Whitehorse, of course, all follow the same 

calendar. They are currently on a break from school from 

March 16 to 27, so a two-week March break. Most rural schools 

are also on March break from March 16 to 27, with the 

following exceptions: the Ghùch Tlâ School in Carcross; the 

Nelnah Bessie John School in Beaver Creek; and the Robert 

Service School in Dawson City. They each have a one-week 

break, which is from March 16 to 20. The Tantalus School in 

Carmacks is on a March break from March 16 to 24. All of 

those schools are currently not in school. The one exception is 

Kluane Lake School, which is on March break from March 23 

to 27, so it would be beginning next week.  

I can indicate that, with respect to that school, we have 

specifically communicated with the chief medical officer of 

health, and that has been approved by them at this time. There 

are nine students and three staff, so they are practising great 

hygiene and social distancing with respect to that school. It will 

break on Friday. One reason, of course, that we have been 

working so closely with the chief medical officer of health is 

that we are mindful that some of the schools are scheduled to 

come back next week, and we will be working with Dr. Hanley 

and Dr. Elliott’s office in the next 24 hours — and then some 

— to be on top of the circumstances with respect to schools in 

the Yukon. 

Mr. Kent: Obviously, we are dealing with a couple of 

different scenarios. One is that the students do return to school 

following the March break, and then the other one is that we 

follow along with British Columbia — whose curriculum, I 

believe, we follow as well — and suspend school indefinitely.  

I will deal with some questions around the vast majority of 

schools returning after their March break. I’m just curious as to 

if the minister foresees some sort of an increase in a couple of 

budget areas — one of which is with respect to substitute 

teachers. I’m sure that there are a number of teachers who, 

perhaps, went away for spring break, are out of the country in 

the US, and will have to self-isolate when they come home for 

a period of a couple of weeks — if that is being factored in. 

Also, cleaning and custodian work in the schools — are 

there extra dollars being shifted toward that budget line item 

based on whether or not we are going to go back to school? 

I will switch quickly to the situation where, perhaps, we 

are suspending school to follow along with what our southern 

neighbours are doing and what exactly that is going to look like. 

Will there be any online learning availability for the students, 

especially the students in grade 12 who are working toward 

their graduation or in the secondary school years? 

Also, I have a question around homeschool resources for 

families. I know that my colleague, the Member for Lake 

Laberge, raised this with the minister previously — or raised it 

in a motion, I believe, actually. Is there an opportunity for 

paper-based homeschool resources to be provided to families 

to complement the online piece — because, again, some folks 

live in areas where the Internet isn’t particularly fast? 

I will leave it at that. I think that was all I had with respect 

to COVID-19.  

Again, I recognize that I’m asking hypothetical questions, 

but it’s the stuff that we’re getting from parents as far as what 

the plans are going forward.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: None of us like to answer 

hypothetical questions because they are complicated and they 

often send us, perhaps, in the wrong direction, but these are 

questions that Yukon families have, that Yukon teachers have, 

that Yukon children have, that our department has, and that we 

all have. I certainly don’t have any issue with trying to address 

them.  

We are working very closely with the BC ministry. We 

will, as I’ve said, follow the direction of the chief medical 

officer of health.  

First of all, I should say that there are no budgetary 

considerations with respect to whether or not we close schools 

or suspend school for a period of time. That’s not a factor. It’s 

about safety and the health of our children and staff who work 

in schools. While, yes, we need to look at that as an issue, it’s 

not a deciding factor or determinative factor with respect to 
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making this decision. As such, we are following the chief 

medical officer of health’s advice, which I’m sure does not 

have any issue or consideration of the financial implications.  

That said, we do have folks at the department working on 

a potential cost for additional sanitizing, additional cleaning 

staff, and additional materials for them to do their job, and that 

is being considered.  

The primary concern with respect to our Yukon schools, as 

I’ve said — besides the health and safety — is the continuity of 

learning for children and, in particular, the high school students, 

as has been mentioned in the preamble to the question. That’s 

the top priority. It is one of the things that we will work on 

immediately in the event that schools do not come back after 

the current March break.  

With respect to online learning, of course, that is being 

considered and would be enhanced with respect to the advice 

of teachers and their continuity of learning plans for not only, 

of course, high school students, grade 12 students — incredibly 

important. No one wants them to lose any of their credits or 

have their graduation impacted in any way, but it’s also really 

important for kids in grades 2 and 3 to continue their reading, 

so we will be looking for continuity of learning for all of those 

students. 

We are well-positioned with respect to online learning and 

with the opportunity for teachers to cost share — and cost-

sharing of the program and teachers’ abilities to provide work 

online. That is one of the pieces of work that is being done.  

I am concerned about the time, Mr. Deputy Chair. Seeing 

that it is 5:24 p.m. at the moment, I will ask that you report 

progress. I hope that we will be able to return to these questions 

very soon. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Deputy Chair report progress.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Deputy Chair, I move that the 

Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Deputy Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that 

the Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Adel: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21, and directed me to report progress. 

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Deputy 

Chair of Committee of the Whole. 

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried. 

 

Government House Leader’s report on length of 
Sitting 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I rise pursuant to the provisions of 

Standing Order 75(4) to inform the House that the House 

Leaders have met for the purpose of achieving agreement on 

the maximum number of sitting days for the current Sitting. I 

am informing the House that the results are that there should be 

a maximum of 30 sitting days, with the 30th sitting day being 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020. 

Speaker: Accordingly, I declare the current Sitting shall 

be a maximum of 30 sitting days, with the 30th sitting day being 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020. 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, seeing the time, I 

move that the House do now adjourn. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. Wednesday. 

 

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

We will proceed at this time with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper. 

Introduction of visitors. 

Are there any tributes? 

Are there any returns or documents for tabling? 

Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

Notices of motions. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Hassard: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

expand testing capacity to reduce the wait time and backlog of 

testing samples to ensure that people exhibiting symptoms of 

COVID-19 are able to be tested in a timely manner. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House do stand adjourned until 1:00 p.m., 

Monday, April 15, 2020, if the Speaker is satisfied that it is safe 

for the House to meet at that time, at which point the 2020 

Spring Sitting of the Third Session of the 34th Yukon 

Legislative Assembly shall resume; 

THAT, if the Speaker is not satisfied that it is safe for the 

House to meet April 15, 2020, that the House remain adjourned 

until 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 2 2020; and 

THAT, if the Speaker is not satisfied that it is safe for the 

House to meet on June 2 2020, or any subsequent date resulting 

from this motion, that the House remain adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of the following month. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

clearly communicate measures being implemented to provide 

isolation or quarantine measures for Yukon’s homeless and 

precariously housed population. 

 

Ms. White: I rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

extend the due date for payment of property taxes, as legislated 

in the Assessment and Taxation Act under sections 64, 65, and 

66. 

 

Ms. Hanson: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to 

confirm that auxiliary-on-call workers employed by the 

Government of Yukon who do not get paid sick leave, such as 

those at Whitehorse Emergency Shelter, long-term care 

facilities, or in other health care roles throughout Yukon, will 

be paid sick leave should they be required to self-isolate or be 

placed in quarantine. 

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister? 

This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus testing  

Mr. Hassard: So, our office has received concerning 

reports about Yukoners being denied testing for COVID-19, 

even if they show symptoms. One individual reached out to us 

to indicate that, even though they have symptoms, they were 

told that they won’t be tested because they are “too young”. 

We have even heard from one individual who has all the 

symptoms and was even in contact with someone who tested 

positive in BC, but was told that they were not eligible to be 

tested. 

Now, the World Health Organization has said that testing 

often and testing lots is the best way to get ahead of this virus. 

In fact, many attribute South Korea’s success to their policy of 

lots of testing, whereas the issues that we are seeing in the 

United States are attributed to a lack of testing. 

So, will the Minister of Health and Social Services take 

immediate action to ensure that any Yukoners exhibiting 

symptoms of COVID-19 can be tested in a timely manner? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I appreciate the concerns being raised. 

We have also heard many of those concerns from Yukoners, 

and we are working around the clock to take the necessary 

measures to protect our territory. 

We also need the community to stay calm and work with 

the health professionals, much like we are doing here. The 

health and safety of Yukoners is our top priority. Our 

government is working with our public health professionals. 

They will make the call. As noted this morning by Dr. Hanley, 

our chief medical officer, we need to test the right people to 

reduce the backlog. Health care professionals are following 

criteria to ensure that priority testing occurs. These criteria will 

change in response to ongoing developments. 

Mr. Hassard: Now, we know that we rely on BC to do 

our testing for the virus, and last week we raised concerns that, 

if they get overloaded, our tests would be delayed. The Minister 

of Health and Social Services said not to worry and that results 

would only take three to five days. Now, of course, we know 

that this is no longer true. 

Yesterday, the BC Provincial Health Officer told media 

that thousands of tests are coming into BC a day and that the 

backlog is in the hundreds. As a result, we are now seeing many 

of Yukon’s test results being delayed, sometimes up to 14 days.  
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On Monday, the Premier said that the Yukon is in an 

excellent position to receive timely results compared to other 

jurisdictions. However, we know this is not true either as some 

provinces are turning their results around in just one day. 

So, Mr. Speaker, how can we stay ahead of the curve when 

our results are already delayed so much? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we had exactly this 

conversation with all premiers and the Deputy Prime Minister 

of Canada just this morning. We listened to Premier Horgan 

speak to the numbers of reports of testing that are happening. 

Those measures are increasing daily.  

The numbers that were used a week ago, whether it be for 

GDP contributions from federal government or the projected 

numbers for testing, have increased threefold. We are moving 

with a moving target.  

We have heard from the federal government a commitment 

to the funding necessary to expand these testing facilities as 

they go. We’re very lucky to have the testing facility in 

Vancouver that we can rely on so that we are not going through 

the national centres in Manitoba. At the same time, the Yukon’s 

medical system is testing as necessary to address those current 

circumstances.  

There is a wave of flu season symptoms that are going 

around as we speak, as well. All persons being swabbed for flu 

are also being swabbed for COVID-19, and this practice began 

last month.  

We have been working with BC, as I noted, to address 

those delays, and additional resources are being put in place to 

increase capacity not only through the British Columbia 

medical system but also through federal initiatives as well. We 

really do appreciate the coordinated effort on this.  

Speaking with Alberta as well, having an app technology 

that is hopefully going to be used right across Canada will help 

to also alleviate concerns. 

Mr. Hassard: So again, the Premier said on Monday 

that tests are being done at an excellent rate. However, we 

already know that we’re waiting on results from over 100 

Yukoners to hear back from BC. As we warned last week — 

and the Liberals ignored — if BC gets overwhelmed, then our 

results will be delayed. Well, now we know that BC is 

overwhelmed. BC is actually in a state of emergency as well. 

BC’s chief medical officer has indicated that they have a major 

backlog of results, and this is negatively impacting our ability 

to monitor COVID-19 here in the Yukon. We’ve made 

suggestions to the government to address this.  

Again, will the Premier agree to immediately request 

emergency funding from the federal government that can be 

used to enhance and speed up our testing here in Yukon — yes 

or no, Mr. Speaker? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: We are already far ahead of that. 

Measures are happening nationally, measures are happening in 

the provinces, and measures are happening in the territory to 

make sure that the funding necessary — to make sure that the 

testing is fluid in Yukon. We are testing people who have the 

symptoms with the criteria that the chief medical officer speaks 

of.  

Again today, the chief medical officer — and I will take 

my advice from him and Dr. Elliott as well — said that you may 

have flu-like symptoms but may not fit the criteria because of a 

lack of travel or other things.  

Again, 811 is a great place to go to see what testing is 

required. We are working with our federal and provincial 

counterparts to work on an app where information can actually 

flow throughout the nation — and coordinate those statistics, as 

well, and keep people abreast as far as who should get tested 

and who should not.  

These types of measures, added to the financial increases 

that are being given by the federal government and the BC 

government, as well as our contributions — all of these things 

are exactly what the member opposite is asking for. It is an 

emergency look at the situation to make sure that Yukoners get 

the testing that they need to have so that this jurisdiction 

continues to be ahead of that curve.  

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus impact on 
education system 

Mr. Kent: We are living in a time of uncertainty for 

many Yukon families. Many are worried about paying bills, 

buying groceries, and their job situation. Those same families 

are also concerned about what will be happening in our schools. 

We have seen neighbouring jurisdictions like British Columbia, 

Alberta, and Saskatchewan close schools indefinitely because 

of COVID-19. This morning, we see Yukon delay the opening 

of our schools until at least April 15.  

With that announcement this morning, what is the Yukon 

government doing to support families that will now have to 

either find childcare or take time off work to look after their 

children? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you to the member opposite 

for the question. This is, of course, a topic that is top of mind 

for Yukon families — those who are here in the territory and 

presumably those who have availed themselves of the March 

break to travel in Canada or perhaps even out of Canada.  

This is a rapidly evolving situation. As we know, this 

morning, Dr. Brendan Hanley, the chief medical officer of 

health, has suspended classes for Yukon students up to April 

15, so far. As I said, this is a rapidly evolving situation. Top of 

mind is the concerns that this will bring to Yukon parents. 

As a result of many of the initiatives announced yesterday 

and today by the federal government, we fully expect that 

parents who need to be able to stay home will be able to do so. 

I should note that the continuity of learning is also top of mind 

for Yukon teachers and administrators with respect to the 

schools and that those plans will continue to evolve and be 

working so that students’ learning is not interrupted, to the best 

of their abilities, during this unsettling time. 

Mr. Kent: Obviously, we’re assuming that full-time 

educators will be paid in the event of this potential interruption 

in services, but so many others will be affected by a potential 

school closure, such as substitute teachers, staff at the Child 

Development Centre, and even school bus drivers. 

I have a couple of questions for the minister: Will teachers 

be expected to return to school after the March break during the 
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time when the school services are suspended for Yukon 

students? What will those individuals be tasked with doing 

during that time? Secondly, what about those individuals who 

will also be affected, such as school bus drivers and substitute 

teachers? Can they be expected to be paid their wages during 

this additional time off? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As I have said, classes are being 

suspended as of today until April 15. Most schools are not 

required to be in attendance — teachers or others — over the 

March break, which will end on March 27. After that time, 

those individuals who are not otherwise self-isolating or self-

quarantining, based on their health and/or their travel or both, 

will be required to be at school so that the continuity of learning 

— our top priority with respect to how students will maintain 

their education and maintain their learning — will be dealt 

with. They will obviously have some conversations with 

administrators with respect to making sure that there is social 

distancing, that teachers who can be at school are there, either 

on a schedule or on an opportunity to not be crowded. We 

expect that teachers will be able to confer with one another and 

continue their expectations of providing work for their students, 

however that may be, and that is currently being worked out, of 

course — this announcement only being less than an hour old. 

We know that teachers will be keen to make sure that students’ 

learning continues to benefit each and every student here in the 

territory.  

Mr. Kent: So, undoubtedly, some Yukon families may 

choose not to put their children back in Yukon schools for the 

balance of the school year, so I asked yesterday during 

Education debate about homeschool materials in the event of a 

school closure — which is now a reality. I mentioned at the 

time that many parents will be looking to access these 

materials. Some will choose to do it online, but some will 

require paper-based materials, especially those who live in an 

area with limited or no Internet connectivity. 

So, can the minister confirm that these courses and 

materials will be provided free of charge, and will she have 

enough paper-based material available for those who choose 

that method? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We are dedicated to students’ 

learning here in the territory on a daily basis and certainly in 

the face of COVID-19. We will make every effort to work with 

every family to meet them where they are and to provide the 

materials that they need in order for their students to continue 

their learning — to not be disrupted so that graduations won’t 

be disrupted — and so that the continued learning at every age 

level will be available to families. We will make every effort to 

work with each and every one of them to make sure that their 

needs and the needs of their students are being met. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — dedicated 
child care for health care professionals and impact 
on vulnerable populations 

Ms. White: Our health care professionals and essential 

services workers from both the private and public sectors 

continue to work hard on the COVID-19 pandemic. This means 

that they don’t have the privilege to be able to stay home and 

care for their children who will be away from school for the 

foreseeable future. It is not realistic of this government to 

expect these critical workers to choose between the safety of 

their children and the essential work that they are doing.  

Mr. Speaker, can the minister confirm if a dedicated 

daycare space will be made available for health care 

professionals and other essential service workers? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With respect to the supports that are 

required for Yukoners, we will continue to work with all of our 

community members and, of course, meet them where they are, 

should they present a challenge, like daycare, for example. So, 

we have heard this morning specifically from Dr. Hanley, the 

chief medical officer, that the daycares are not impacted by this 

current announcement, so we will continue to work with the 

childcare centres. Of course, if there are specific concerns, we 

would certainly be prepared to meet the parents where they are 

and support the communities. 

Ms. White: I asked this question yesterday and didn’t 

get an answer, so I am going to try again. 

Yukon’s law prevents evictions from taking place in the 

winter months. If it is dangerous to leave people homeless 

during the coldest months of the year, it is certainly dangerous 

to leave people homeless during a pandemic. Canadian banks 

have just announced mortgage relief for six months for 

homeowners, which makes banning evictions a whole lot 

simpler. 

While the federal government has announced emergency 

relief measures, the Prime Minister indicated that it could take 

a few weeks for money to reach Canadians. The problem, 

Mr. Speaker, is that April’s rent is due in less than two weeks’ 

time. 

Mr. Speaker, will this government protect Yukoners who 

don’t have an income in the next weeks to make their next rent 

payment by banning evictions for the duration of the 

COVID-19 pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I would like to begin by thanking 

the federal government for their announcement this morning — 

both for the packages to support Canadians, Canadian families, 

Canadian workers and businesses, and also for their 

announcement about the border crossing. I did say yesterday — 

both during Question Period and again, I believe, during debate 

on the budget — that we are working diligently and with effort 

around the clock with our departments to look at these 

questions. 

I don’t have an announcement here today, but I am able to 

let all members of the Legislature know and all Yukoners know 

that we have identified this as a risk and a concern, and we are 

working to find a solution as soon as we can. 

Ms. White: Yukon tenants need answers now and not in 

the next weeks as rent payments become due. This government 

needs to understand the stress and anxiety that people who 

know they won’t be able to pay their rent are going through. 

Yukoners are facing similar concerns regarding their utility 

bills. With federal assistance being weeks away, Yukoners need 

to know that they will be able to heat their home, have 

electricity, and have an Internet connection — whether or not 

they can afford to pay their bills on time. 
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Mr. Speaker, will the government immediately work with 

the private and public utility providers to make sure that no one 

is disconnected from essential services like heat, electricity, or 

Internet for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, the safety and well-being of 

Yukoners is absolutely the first priority of this government, 

with all of the actions that we have done to date and all of the 

actions that will come forward from here. I have said it many 

times: We have done a lot already, but we are not stopping those 

efforts. The conversations have continued with our national 

partners, with our provinces and territories — friends and 

families next door — and it will continue. We are working with 

our partners at the federal level to ensure that a coordinated 

effort and response to COVID-19 continues to go on. 
We are very pleased to see the measures that will directly 

support Yukon individuals and families that are happening right 

now, as we speak, to address issues from our families and our 

businesses — the $82-million stimulus package will provide up 

to $27 billion in direct support to Canadian workers and to 

Canadian businesses, plus another $55 billion to meet the 

liquidity needs of the business community and households 

through tax deferrals to help stabilize the economy.  

Some of the issues that are being worked on now — and 

again, it’s not like anybody is slowing down on getting these 

dollars to flow, Mr. Speaker — proposing the increase to the 

maximum annual Canada child benefit, for example. This takes 

human hours to get done — providing a one-time special 

payment by early May 2020 through the goods and services tax 

credit. There are issues that are moving forward on a daily 

basis, on an hourly basis, and we’re continuing to put Yukoners 

at the front of it. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus impact on 
economy 

Mr. Istchenko: As we know, the economic fallout from 

the COVID-19 pandemic is not yet even close to being fully 

known, but we do know that local businesses and Yukoners are 

already starting to feel it. I’m sure every MLA in this House 

has heard it from a constituent or a business owner. 

The lack of certainty over whether people will be able to 

pay their bills has people stressed, but the government can take 

action — yes, they can. They can help in a big way. They can 

do this by extending the deadline for property taxes. The 

property tax deadline is July 2 and is legislated in the Municipal 

Act. I was on the phone this morning with a hotelier in my 

community. His tax due will be $23,000. When you have no 

revenue coming in, that’s a huge cost. 

Will the government consider amending this and delaying 

when property taxes are due this year until the fall? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We took an approach — as the 

situation escalated, we brought in all of our teams and talked 

about where we identified every vulnerability that we could for 

all of our citizens and all of our businesses, and we worked 

quickly to bring forward a first phase of a package. 

I thank the Premier for that package. I thank the federal 

government for their work. We are continuing to work, and that 

work is happening as we speak. This morning, I spoke with 

several of our mayors. We have another call coming this 

afternoon to our communities, including both First Nations and 

municipal leaders. I just got off the phone with Minister Blair 

to talk about the Canada Border Services Agency. We are 

working around the clock to identify all opportunities to 

support Yukoners so that they are well and able to continue. We 

will continue to do that work. I thank the member for his 

question. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — health care 
system preparedness 

Ms. McLeod: My question is for the Minister of Health 

and Social Services. Self-isolating is impacting many Yukon 

workplaces, and the Yukon Hospital Corporation is no 

exception — obligating any employees arriving to the Yukon 

from outside of Canada to self-isolate for 14 days prior to 

reporting to work. This policy extends to everyone from admin 

staff to doctors to nurses. As the COVID-19 virus continues to 

spread, it is only a matter of time before the health care 

professionals become exposed, which has the potential to lead 

us to a shortage of health care workers.  

Thankfully, the Yukon is home to many nurses and other 

health care professionals, but many of them are retired or 

employed by means other than through the Hospital 

Corporation or Health and Social Services department. What 

contingency plans does this minister have in place to screen and 

recruit qualified health care professionals in the event that 

government and hospital staff do not have the capacity to meet 

our response to COVID-19? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As elected officials, we all certainly 

need to demonstrate continued leadership. It is important that 

we stay calm and that we assure Yukoners that we have the 

supports necessary.  

As noted this morning, as it has been all along, we have no 

confirmed cases in Yukon. Yukon is well prepared. We are 

working with our health professionals. We will provide as 

much information to the public as we can on COVID-19, 

recognizing that situations change rapidly. We are working 

with our health professionals. We are working on ensuring that 

we have agency nurses coming in, if necessary. We have 

worked with the doctors. We have virtual calls happening. Now 

we have telehealth happening. We have a lot of resources made 

available, and we will continue to deal through the health 

preparedness plan. We will work very closely with Community 

Services on the community preparedness plan.  

I want to just take a moment to say thank you to the great 

public service for doing such an amazing job in meeting where 

the pressures are and standing up for Yukoners. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — 811 health 
line 

Ms. McLeod: British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario 

have declared a public health emergency due to the spread of 

COVID-19. Yesterday, the Minister of Health and Social 

Services stated that if Yukoners need information about 

COVID-19 or develop any symptoms, they need to be calling 

the 811 health line, which Yukon shares with BC. 
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As the minister is aware, we have been hearing of many 

Yukoners who have called that line and have been left on hold 

for hours or just can’t get through at all. Some Yukoners have 

even tried calling other numbers, including those in BC, 

Alberta, and Ontario, hoping to get some information to ease 

their anxiety. The majority of these people just need clear and 

consistent information about whether they should be tested. It 

doesn’t help when they can’t even get through to speak to 

someone at all.  

Can the minister give Yukoners a clear timeline as to when 

a Yukon-specific line will be up and running? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As I stated in the last response in the 

last question, we are working with our service providers, we’re 

working with our health professionals, and we’re working with 

our communities to ensure that every Yukoner who presents 

with symptoms — we are taking, of course, the lead of the 

health professionals. We’ve advised that individuals go to 

yukon.ca and go to the COVID-19 site. It will direct you, 

should you have symptoms, where you should go. We also have 

the 811 number. Now that we have been working very closely 

with our partners — and thank you to Highways and Public 

Works — we now are working on a designated site, and my 

understanding, as of yesterday, is that we will have that ready 

very immediately — and if not today, then it will be ready.  

Ms. McLeod: Well, I hope I heard the minister say that 

this line will be up today or tomorrow.  

Despite incredible wait times, the minister has been telling 

Yukoners to call 811 for information about COVID-19. 

Yesterday, the BC Provincial Health Officer announced that the 

811 line that Yukoners use is completely overwhelmed and 

recommended that, unless you have severe symptoms, you 

should not be calling that line.  

BC and Alberta both offer online self-assessment tools for 

those who need information, who have recently travelled out of 

the country, or who are developing mild symptoms associated 

with COVID-19. This is intended to help fill in the glaring gaps 

of information for people who are experiencing the same 

frustrations as Yukoners with the 811 line.  

Has the minister considered implementing a similar online 

tool for Yukoners? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, to reiterate what the ministers 

have said today, more resources are coming to the phone lines 

— to the 811 services. Also, more money is coming to the 

testing zones — to the testing facilities in Vancouver. More 

federal funding is coming to help support the more provincial 

funding in those particular areas.  

Also, I just found out from my Minister responsible for the 

Public Service Commission that the app that the Minister of 

Health and Social Services talked about has been localized. It 

is up and running and is available on yukon.ca. 

What you’re seeing here, Mr. Speaker, is that, whether it’s 

on a local level through all of our ministers or whether it is 

through our partners with other jurisdictions or the federal 

government, all of the concerns that have been asked today are 

being identified through extra funding and extra efforts. 

Ms. McLeod: We have been asking the government to 

be proactive about certain response measures for almost two 

weeks now. For the first while, the government said that there 

was nothing to worry about, everything was business as usual, 

and anyone who is worried is merely paranoid. 

Currently, the 811 line is barely functional because it is so 

overwhelmed. It is absurd that anyone is waiting several hours 

just to be hung up on when they have legitimate worries during 

this pandemic. 

The federal government has money available to assist 

provinces and territories to address some of those response 

measures. This money could help to get a Yukon-specific line 

off the ground, a self-assessment tool hotline, or a mobile 

testing facility here in the Yukon.  

When can we expect to see federal funding to enhance our 

capacity? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, again, the whole premise 

on which the member opposite is asking this question — of 

saying things that we did not necessarily say or picking things 

back and forth. Again, Mr. Speaker, when we have the 

opposition panicking, we told Yukoners to calmly go to the 

advice of the medical office. We also answered the questions 

here again today, but we’re hearing the members opposite 

saying that we’re not answering the questions. Again, today and 

yesterday and last week and the weeks coming forward — it is 

not a time to be partisan. Today is to have a united voice when 

it comes to solutions. 

We are asked by the opposition for local testing. Local 

testing, according to the medical office, is not a solution to the 

testing concerns. We have addressed that question as well. 

Testing capacity is a national issue at this point. We have talked 

about local issues, local efforts, and national and jurisdictional 

efforts in those areas. 

Mr. Speaker, the health and safety of Yukoners is 

absolutely at the top of our minds, just like every other 

jurisdiction is pulling together for Canadians, just like the world 

is pulling together for everybody as we deal with this pandemic. 

Our government is absolutely working very closely with our 

partners. Nobody over here is sleeping, Mr. Speaker. We are 

working around the clock to make sure that the priorities of our 

Yukon individuals, the businesses, our children, our education 

systems, and our economy are all in as good hands as possible 

under these circumstances, which change on an hourly basis. 

I’m extremely confident and proud of the work of the 

Yukon government in these very trying times. 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed. 

Unanimous consent re moving without notice a 
motion re membership of the Yukon Human Rights 
Panel of Adjudicators 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of the House to 

move without notice a motion, pursuant to subsection 22(2) of 

the Yukon Human Rights Act, to reappoint Karen Keenan and 

Benjamin Bruce Warnsby to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of 

Adjudicators and, pursuant to subsection 22(2) of the Yukon 

Human Rights Act, to appoint Carol Geddes and Victoria Chan 

to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators. 
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Speaker: The Government House Leader has requested, 

pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, the unanimous consent of the 

House to move without notice a motion, pursuant to subsection 

22(2) of the Yukon Human Rights Act, to reappoint Karen 

Keenan and Benjamin Bruce Warnsby to the Yukon Human 

Rights Panel of Adjudicators and, pursuant to Section 22(2) of 

the Yukon Human Rights Act, to appoint Carol Geddes and 

Victoria Chan to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of 

Adjudicators. 

Is there unanimous consent?  

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS 

Motion No. 210 re membership of Yukon Human 
Rights Panel of Adjudicators  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move: 

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to 

subsection 22(2) of the Yukon Human Rights Act, does 

reappoint Karen Keenan and Benjamin Bruce Warnsby to the 

Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators for a term of three 

years, effective May 9 2020; and 

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to 

subsection 22(2) of the Yukon Human Rights Act, does appoint 

Carol Geddes and Victoria Chan to the Yukon Human Rights 

Panel of Adjudicators for a term of three years, effective 

immediately. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice: 

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to 

subsection 22(2) of the Yukon Human Rights Act, does 

reappoint Karen Keenan and Benjamin Bruce Warnsby to the 

Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators for a term of three 

years, effective May 9 2020; and 

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to 

subsection 22(2) of the Yukon Human Rights Act, does appoint 

Carol Geddes and Victoria Chan to the Yukon Human Rights 

Panel of Adjudicators for a term of three years, effective 

immediately. 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I would like to thank the Members 

of the Legislative Assembly for their unanimous consent in 

having this motion brought forward today. I would also like to 

thank very much the members of the Yukon Human Rights 

Panel of Adjudicators for their dedication to the important work 

that this panel does and the work and decisions that it provides 

for the public who need to bring matters forward through this 

process.  

It is important that Ms. Keenan and Mr. Warnsby have 

rededicated themselves and agreed to be reappointed. It is 

extremely important that Ms. Geddes and Ms. Chan have put 

their names forward to assist with the work of the Yukon 

Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators. I appreciate the 

opportunity to bring their names forward in the Legislative 

Assembly. Each of them will bring their own experience and 

dedication to this position. 

The uninterrupted work of the panel of adjudicators is 

important and I appreciate the opportunity to do this today.  

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the motion? 

Are you prepared for the question?  

Motion No. 210 agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Chair (Mr. Hutton): Order, please. Committee of the 

Whole will now come to order.  

The matter now before the Committee is general debate on 

Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works, in Bill 

No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Do members wish to take a 10-minute recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes.  

 

Recess 

 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order. 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
continued 

Chair: The matter before the Committee is general 

debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works, 

in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

Is there any general debate? 

 

Department of Highways and Public Works 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Thank you, Mr. Chair, and yes, 

indeed, there is.  

Before I begin, I would like to welcome my deputy 

minister, Jaime Pitfield, and Mr. Richard Gorczyca. It’s 

Mr. Gorczyca’s first time here in the Legislative Assembly, so 

I hope you treat him with kindness and respect. 

I’m pleased today to provide an overview of the Highways 

and Public Works budget for 2020-21. 

Last week, in his speech to this House, the Premier spoke 

of how this year’s budget — and I quote: “… represents a vision 

of a territory in which all communities have access to 

infrastructure and services that support healthy living now and 

into the future.” I believe the Premier’s words got to the heart 

of what motivates us as a government. 

Yukon is the sum of its communities, Mr. Chair. Our 

futures are inextricably linked. None of us can meaningfully get 

ahead if others are left behind. Mr. Chair, those words are 

especially true today. 

This year’s budget for Highways and Public Works is once 

again doing its share to build a stronger, more prosperous 
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Yukon that works better for all of us. For our highways and 

airports, the government has budgeted $63 million for 

operation and maintenance and almost $88 million for capital 

improvements. We have also budgeted more than $44 million 

for operation and maintenance of the government’s building 

portfolio and $60 million for building projects. Finally, we 

have budgeted more than $22 million for operation and 

maintenance of the government’s information systems and 

nearly $16 million for capital additions focused on reducing red 

tape and streamlining services. 

Obviously, Mr. Chair, this is just a high-level overview. I 

look forward to providing more details in response to any 

questions that my colleagues may have.  

Mr. Kent: I am subbing in for my colleague, the 

Member for Pelly-Nisutlin. He will be along shortly to take 

over questions as this is his critic role. I would just like to thank 

and welcome the officials for attending today to provide 

support for the minister. 

I will just jump in with a question about extra measures at 

the Whitehorse airport — the Erik Nielsen International Airport 

— with respect to screening for COVID-19. Can the minister 

provide us with an update on the additional measures that are 

taking place there, especially as we get into a fairly busy time 

with people returning from March break vacations in Canada 

and some who are returning from abroad. I know that we have 

talked about this in Question Period, but I would appreciate an 

update from the minister on what extra measures have been put 

in place, what is planned, and any budget line items that may 

be associated with them out of the announcement that was made 

the other day. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I thank the member opposite for his 

question this afternoon.  

We are in a situation on this planet that we haven’t seen in 

more than 100 years, and the pace at which the world’s 

governments — locally, regionally, nationally, and 

internationally — are responding to this crisis is frenetic. We 

are acting this way — we are tackling this crisis together 

because it poses a risk to all of us. So, we are working together 

to ensure that we safeguard the lives of our citizens in the face 

of a disease that the world has not seen before. Ensuring the 

health and safety of Yukoners is the government’s top priority, 

and we are taking decisive, coordinated action to better protect 

the public during this global health crisis. 

Highways and Public Works is supporting the government-

wide response focused on enhancing safety and minimizing 

service disruptions to address COVID-19. There is currently, of 

course, no confirmed case of COVID-19 in the Yukon. That is 

as of this morning when we heard from the chief medical officer 

of health. Yukoners are encouraged to check yukon.ca for the 

latest information. Just this afternoon, we have localized an 

Alberta app that is now going to be rolling out across the 

country to better track data nationally on behalf of this 

jurisdiction and all jurisdictions across the country. The staff at 

Highways and Public Works worked very, very quickly to 

make sure that this app met our local demands, and it will help 

to alleviate some of the demand that we are seeing on resources 

such as 811 and others. This is part of the self-assessment tool 

that we have just launched. It is part of our effort to make sure 

that Yukoners have the tools that they need to diagnose and 

assess their health in the face of this global crisis. 

Needless to say, Mr. Chair, we are closely monitoring the 

situation. We will continue to make other necessary changes as 

required. 

When it comes to the Transportation division, we are 

taking steps at our Motor Vehicles office to minimize the 

exposure risk of both staff and the public. The lobby area and 

equipment are disinfected more frequently, and we are limiting 

the number of people in the lobby at any given time. Only one 

client is permitted in each available wicket, and no more than 

five people are allowed in our waiting area. Motor Vehicles 

staff have also removed chairs in the lobby to maintain a safe 

distance between people. 

Signage is being installed at all land border crossings to 

provide inbound travellers with information about COVID-19. 

Updated messaging is being developed to help ensure the safety 

of travellers. Last weekend, the government installed signage 

and messaging at the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International 

Airport directing passengers arriving from outside Canada to 

self-isolate for 14 days. We are also providing additional public 

health information to deplaning passengers and will be 

providing information to commercial drivers reporting at our 

weigh stations. 

At this time, I want to recognize the absolutely incredible 

work of Highways and Public Works staff as they rise to the 

challenge of meeting this unprecedented global health 

pandemic. The good staff at Highways and Public Works 

actually went to the airport and have been handing out this 

information to help our travellers as they arrive in Whitehorse 

International Airport. This is work that they’re doing because 

they see the importance of this work, and I really have to 

commend their efforts on behalf of Yukon citizens. 

We talk about civil servants all the time. This is where they 

are stepping up and beyond in their service to Yukoners. 

Highways and Public Works has a long and storied history in 

this regard, and again, they’re just proving their courage and 

service to Yukoners in this latest crisis. 

We are also providing — to avoid people from entering the 

airport terminal, we encourage those picking up passengers to 

stay out of the terminal building and use either the cellphone 

lot, which we installed recently — well before this crisis, but 

it’s helping us with this effort — and it will be free for the 

foreseeable future. 

On March 14, 2020 — just a couple of days ago — we 

were dealing with all sorts of issues, including passengers who 

have questions and potential illness — and we’re dealing with 

that with medical services and making sure it’s all dealt with 

effectively, efficiently, and within the medical protocols. 

Highways and Public Works, Health and Social Services, 

and the Yukon chief medical officer are working with the 

Public Health Agency of Canada, the Canada Border Services 

Agency, and Transport Canada to ensure the safety and 

wellness of Yukoners. 

While there are currently no changes to screening practices 

at the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport, we are 
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preparing to implement any necessary screening procedures as 

the result of changing conditions should international flights 

resume. Of course, right now, all international flights are 

suspended and are not likely to resume anytime soon — but we 

will be monitoring this situation and adapting as necessary. 

At Corporate Services, Mr. Chair, our fleet vehicle branch 

is also taking precautions by cleaning the interior of every 

vehicle returned to the office with disinfectant spray. They are 

providing users with sanitized wipes and garbage bags, 

encouraging them to clean the vehicle and remove all garbage 

before handing in the keys. They are asking vehicle users to 

inform them if someone in a vehicle was sick. Our procurement 

support centre is cross-training staff to ensure that there is 

adequate coverage to minimize interruptions in service should 

people fall ill or have to self-isolate.  

Supply Services is working with departments to determine 

what items are needed most and will distribute them based on a 

priority need; for example, masks for the Department of Health 

and Social Services. We are closely monitoring our inventory 

stock of health-related items and demands from departments is 

increasing. Given the current global context, Supply Services is 

working with suppliers to order goods — including hand 

sanitizers, disinfectant wipes, et cetera — to help departments 

make sure that staff stay healthy.  

As always, with Property Management, government-

owned buildings are being cleaned thoroughly and regularly. 

We are working with the chief medical officer to determine 

whether any additional measures are required. We are also 

updating our building security measures to ensure that 

government buildings remain safe and secure if a substantial 

number of employees are unable to report for work or have to 

be sent home.  

Staff are also, in terms of information communication 

technology, being cross-trained to ensure that there are 

necessary ICT resources in place to keep the data centre open. 

We are also taking steps to ensure that more staff can work from 

home if necessary. We currently are working toward 1,000 

users remotely logging into the government network through 

VDI. ICT has ordered the equipment and is working to increase 

that capacity to allow more than 2,000 users to work remotely. 

The way it’s being set up is so that it almost should allow every 

government employee to work through that process. 

ICT is reviewing and implementing the best practices to 

ensure that the VDI system remains stable and available during 

this process. We are also using social media, Mr. Chair, to 

remind Yukoners about online services, such as vehicle 

registration, paying a government invoice, and the ability to 

make an online ATIPP request.  

These are all the actions that the Department of Highways 

and Public Works is making throughout its organization. We 

also have $130 million in contracts that are going out at the 

right time to make sure that the business community has the 

ability to bid on these contracts and to plan their year, which is 

even more important this year in the face of this global crisis. 

We have an awful lot of stimulus money in this capital budget. 

It’s one of the largest budgets that this government has ever put 

together and we’re working very hard to make sure that the 

procurement procedures we have going will support businesses 

and make it easy for them to bid on the contracts they need in 

the time they need to execute. 

This is going to be a difficult year. We have a lot of 

sickness. We’re going to have to deal with that throughout our 

community — potentially — and we will adapt as we have to 

make sure that the work gets done.  

Mr. Kent: The minister mentioned — as the Premier did 

during Question Period — an Alberta app that, I guess, is 

available with respect to providing information on COVID-19. 

If he could provide the name of that app, that would be helpful 

so we could transmit that to Yukoners.  

The Premier’s announcement the other day had airport 

landing fees forgiveness in there. I’m just wondering if that’s 

the only aspect from Highways and Public Works that was in 

that announcement and, if so, what the anticipated value is of 

forgiving those landing fees — and then anything else that was 

in that announcement as well.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The self-assessment tool we talked 

about is available on yukon.ca. It’s on the landing page. You 

can get it there. It is currently live. It is also being translated 

into French — that work is currently underway and will soon 

be live as well. 

As far as the airport landing fees go, the total savings to the 

industry from that initiative — the suspension of those fees — 

will be $125,000. 

Mr. Kent: Just to clarify with the minister, he talked 

about a self-assessment tool in his previous response, and the 

Premier, during Question Period, talked about an app from 

Alberta. Are those the same things, or is this like a mobile app 

that Alberta is developing? I believe the minister said it was 

going up today. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Yes, Mr. Chair, it is the same tool. It 

is available on our website. It’s on the main COVID page, so 

click through to that page. It is available. We are working 

diligently, as well, to expand the capacity of 811. The entire 

nation is experiencing an influx of calls into resources such as 

this, and we will continue our work to match this demand and 

ensure that Yukoners have access to the services that they need. 

One of the actions that we have taken, though, is to make 

sure that this Alberta-developed app now meets the needs of 

Yukoners, and that mobile resource is now available on our 

website at yukon.ca. 

Mr. Kent: The minister talked about a number of 

contracts that the government will be putting out through his 

department this year, many of which will be seasonally 

dependent. I’m curious — how many of those seasonally 

dependent contracts will be out before the end of this month? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The value of the contracts going out 

this year is $130 million. It’s up from $58 million last year. I 

believe the number of contracts is actually 68. 

Mr. Kent: Sorry — I’ll just get the minister to repeat the 

value from last year and the increase, and then he mentioned 68 

contracts. How many of those does he anticipate being tendered 

before the end of March? Is that the 68, or is it 68 for the entire 

construction season or the entire fiscal year? 
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Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are working under extraordinary 

circumstances, of course, but the goal this year is to have 

$130 million worth of contracts out by the end of March. 

Mr. Kent: That is great to hear. I think we should all 

congratulate ourselves for passing that interim supply bill on 

Monday that allows those expenditures to take place before the 

budget is passed sometime during this current Sitting. So, I 

thank the minister for that. Looking at the tender management 

system, there are a number of those contracts here, such as the 

skate park upgrades and such, so it is good to see them on here 

and closing in March or closing in April. 

I just wanted to go back to something that the minister 

talked about with respect to buying supplies. He mentioned 

buying extra hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes for distribution 

to different government facilities. Can he elaborate on that? I 

guess what I’m getting at here — you know, obviously, there 

was a decision made to close down the government’s Central 

Stores, but it almost seems like this is central purchasing and 

that it is just re-setting up Central Stores in a way. 

Maybe I can get the minister’s clarification on that, and 

then if there are any supply gaps as a result of the closing of 

Central Stores and some of the products that are in high demand 

here more recently, like toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and that 

type of thing — I’m curious what the minister was talking about 

— again, it seemed like central purchasing for distribution to 

government facilities, which is pretty much what I thought 

Central Stores did. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are supporting, at Highways and 

Public Works, the Yukon government centrally through the 

purchasing unit at Supply Services. That hasn’t changed. What 

has changed is that we’re no longer storing supplies. The 

storage function is being handled by the shipper or the actual 

supplier of the product, and it’s going then directly to the 

government agencies requesting those supplies.  

There are also emergency supplies that are on hand within 

government. Highways and Public Works has emergency 

supplies, Health and Social Services has emergency supplies, 

the hospital has emergency supplies, and those are stored and 

distributed by those agencies.  

We are helping with all of the government departments 

through this pandemic crisis. We started ordering critical 

supplies more than two weeks ago to actually supply the 

government and make sure that we had a steady supply of 

goods for the institution. 

Mr. Kent: I’m going to take the minister to page 3 of the 

five-year capital concept that was tabled with this budget. The 

first, in table 3 on that page, says that there are renewable 

energy upgrades to buildings of $1 million to $2 million. Then, 

a couple of lines down from that, it says that Yukon government 

buildings energy retrofits are $10 million to $15 million. Can 

the minister just break down for us which buildings will be 

receiving, presumably, solar panels with the renewable energy 

upgrades? If there is a difference, it would be great to know. 

Which ones will be getting building energy retrofits for the 

$10 million to $15 million expenditure there and then the 

$1 million to $2 million expenditure under the other line?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m glad the member opposite has 

asked me to dive into our five-year capital plan. Just to be clear, 

notwithstanding, concepts are actually experimental cars that 

are show in Las Vegas and that type of thing. We’re talking 

about a plan that we’ve enacted and have revised every single 

year and improved and worked very diligently to refine over 

the course. This is something that’s new to the Government of 

Yukon — not so new now; we’re in our third year — but we’re 

working very hard to refine and provide a forward look — a 

little bit more information — to our citizens to see where the 

government is going. 

One of the things we are doing is addressing the very great 

need of climate change. Part of the work we’re doing on that 

file is we are expending an awful lot of money and resources to 

make sure that we tackle this global crisis that faces the world, 

and so we’re working to provide renewable energy upgrades to 

buildings. It’s not just solar panels, Mr. Chair. There are also 

other various projects, and we’re going to get some detailed 

information about that to the member in just a second. 

The $1 million to $2 million — there’s also $1 million to 

$2 million for planning and design for the green action plan. 

Under building energy retrofits, there are pages of information 

I will start to recount to the member opposite if he wants to hear 

the multiple projects covered under the small communities 

fund.  

We are also — of course, as the member opposite knows 

— investing in biomass over the next years. I am working with 

my colleague, the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, 

and my colleague, the Minister of Community Services, who 

are looking to the boreal forests to try to bring down the fuel 

load. We are going to start to use some of that biomass for our 

heating projects throughout the territory, Mr. Chair. Biomass 

is, of course, an important renewable energy source that 

reduces greenhouse gas emissions and creates local jobs.  

We are proud to support the goals outlined in the clean 

future Yukon strategy for climate change, energy, and a green 

economy. That is our climate change plan. Two Yukon 

government buildings are currently heated using biomass fuel 

— the Whitehorse Correctional Centre and the Dawson City 

waste-water treatment plant. We are expanding the biomass 

system at the Whitehorse Correctional Centre with support 

from the federal government to include Takhini Haven and the 

Yukon Young Offenders Facility.  

We will continue to work with industry. I have had great 

meetings with industry groups about our biomass plan, 

Mr. Chair. We know that biomass is becoming more viable 

because of our carbon-pricing mechanism brought in by the 

federal government, which is raising the cost of gas and heating 

fuel — or was, before the momentous collapse we saw recently. 

It is still an economic driver that helps to raise the cost of our 

fossil fuels to make these alternate fuels more viable.  

Next year, the Arctic energy fund is going to be 

contributing $3.7 million to our climate change, energy, and 

green economy strategy. The climate change, energy, and green 

economy strategy is going to be funded to $1 million. Energy 

retrofits from the low-carbon fund is $2.1 million. First Nation 

residential energy retrofits are coming in at $1.5 million. We 
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have innovative renewable energy initiative funding of 

$1.5 million. We have the small communities fund energy 

projects coming in at about $7 million this year. The 

Whitehorse Correctional Centre district heating system that I 

just spoke about is $3.6 million, and the Yukon College and 

McDonald Lodge recommissioning will be $100,000. That’s a 

total for the climate change, energy, and green economy 

strategy of $20 million this year — and it just gets more year 

after year after year, over the next five years. 

Mr. Kent: I’m assuming HPW, through the ICT branch 

or the technology branch, will be taking a lead role or one of 

the lead roles with respect to the development of yukon.ca and 

the decommissioning of the old website. Can the minister 

perhaps provide some details? We have heard that the old 

website is going to be decommissioned at the end of March, 

and if that is the case, I know there are a number of programs, 

such as the tender management system, that still appear to be 

running off that old platform. What are the plans to migrate 

pages like that one to the new yukon.ca if this end-of-March 

timeline that we’ve heard about is correct? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: A priority of mine has been 

improving the online government services for Yukoners, 

making sure that we get more information more easily into 

Yukoners’ hands. That’s essential for me. We’re seeing it right 

now, through the years of neglect of information technology in 

this government. It’s regrettable. It makes us less able to 

respond to the needs of Yukoners when they ask us for 

information. 

I’m very committed to changing that, and we’re making 

great investments to make sure that Yukoners can get access to 

their government’s information, because really, the information 

of this government is the people’s information, in almost all 

cases, with limited exceptions. 

Our government is committed to improving online 

government services for Yukoners. One of the things we’re 

doing is rewriting the content on yukon.ca to make it more 

citizen-focused and accessible on more types of devices, like 

cellphones. We’re seeing most of our requests for online 

information now — a growing number — and perhaps the 

majority of our requests are now coming through cellphones, 

and we had to make sure that our website was responsive to this 

change in technology. 

We’re modernizing yukon.ca, as the member noted, by 

moving to a more stable, open-sourced, and secure platform 

called Drupal — if you really want to get into the weeds. 

Shifting to a widely used open-source platform like this 

will allow local developers to leverage their experience 

working with the Yukon government for work with other 

organizations. This new open-source platform will be cheaper 

to run, it will also be cheaper to license, and it makes updating 

the website easier and more secure. Again, that saves 

government resources in the maintenance of this site.  

As we transition to the new platform, we’re taking the 

opportunity to revise the content available on yukon.ca to 

ensure that the public can more easily find the information they 

need when they need it. A good example of this is the 

information that we’re currently relaying to Yukoners on the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

Last year, we spent $281,000 to finish the initial content 

rewrite. Moving forward, we will continue to keep the content 

up to date to better serve the public.  

The tender management system that the member opposite 

was referring to is on yukon.ca. It will be the platform for the 

Yukon government going forward. We’re currently in the 

process of updating the tender management system to make 

sure that it’s a modern platform that better meets the needs of 

our procurement team and our contracting association using it. 

Mr. Kent: I thank the minister for that response. One 

quick follow-up question on that is: Could he tell us if the old 

platform is indeed scheduled to be decommissioned? Perhaps 

he did, and I apologize if he did; I didn’t hear it. I’m just curious 

about that older platform and whether or not it’s going to be 

decommissioned at the end of March, as we’ve heard.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The existing platform is going to be 

decommissioned. We’re working very hard to move the current 

content onto the new site.  

It’s important to note that a really good example of why we 

were able to deploy this new self-assessment tool in the face of 

this COVID-19 pandemic was because of the new platform. 

The ease with which we’re able to manipulate and work within 

that platform allowed us to get this vital tool in the hands of 

Yukoners within 24 hours. It wouldn’t have been possible on 

the old platform, but the innovations that we’re making in the 

digital realm have allowed us to be more responsive to 

Yukoners’ needs.  

Mr. Kent: The minister did say that the old platform 

would be decommissioned, but I’m not sure if he said when it 

would be decommissioned. Like I said, we have heard “the end 

of March”, which sounds fairly aggressive as far as getting that 

done, especially when some of those important pages, like the 

tender management system, are still on it. I guess we will see. 

Hopefully, he just gives us that definitive timeline or whether 

or not our information is correct. 

I just have a couple of riding questions before I turn it over 

to the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin. I have talked to the minister 

and written him on a number of occasions about an acceleration 

lane at the Meadow Lakes golf course northbound coming into 

town, as well as just some signage even, as a bare minimum, 

where the Standard Bus turnoff is. There have been a number 

of, I would say, close calls there with vehicles either making 

unsafe manoeuvres to try to pass a bus on the right or maybe 

getting caught off guard when the bus slows down to turn in 

there. I know that I didn’t get anywhere with just some signage 

for that — until a better safety plan is put in place for that 

stretch of the Alaska Highway. 

So, I am just wondering if there is any money in this budget 

for any of those projects, whether it is that acceleration lane out 

of the Meadow Lakes golf course on the Alaska Highway or 

just some basic signage that would say “Buses turning” or 

“large vehicles turning” near the Standard Bus turnoff on the 

Alaska Highway. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite used 

“aggressive”. I prefer the term “decisive”. So, yes, it looks like 
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the end of March is when we hope to have the old site 

decommissioned and the new site taking on all of the duties of 

the old site. 

I commend the member opposite for his advocacy on 

behalf of his constituents. We have had conversations and 

correspondence going between my office and his. We took a 

drive one time, and it was very pleasant. He took me out, and I 

appreciated the gesture. It was a nice afternoon, and he showed 

me a lot of the things in his riding — some of the concerns that 

his constituents had flagged along the highway. 

We are working — and I know I have responded to his 

requests. We currently have no money in the budget for an 

acceleration lane near Meadow Lakes, but I do take his point 

and we know the importance of highway safety, so we will 

certainly consider those projects in the future as we triage all of 

the safety improvements that we’re making along the Alaska 

Highway. 

I have received the correspondence, and I believe I have 

responded to the correspondence for the member opposite. If 

indeed I have missed anything, please let me know, and I’ll be 

happy to get him a response. 

Mr. Hassard: I would just like to begin by thanking the 

officials for being here to assist the minister today and provide 

us with some outstanding answers to our questions — 

outstanding questions, too. 

The first question that I had for the minister is: During the 

briefing, we were told that procurement would be looking at a 

new component regarding past performances when companies 

are bidding on contracts —  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Mr. Hassard: The Member for Whitehorse Centre 

actually asked the question in the briefing. You are right. At 

any rate, we all want the answer. 

So, if the minister could provide us with some information 

on how that’s going to work and how past performance will 

affect the evaluation of someone’s tender price moving forward 

— thank you. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Years ago when we started down 

this path with procurement and procurement improvement, we 

recognized that we had to do a better job and fulfill all the 

recommendations of the Procurement Advisory Committee. 

We committed to doing that within two years. We met our 

commitment and did that. I have always said, though, that 

procurement is a journey, not a destination. We continually 

work to revise, refine, and improve the way the government 

buys goods and services.  

One of the things that was recognized in talking to 

contractors and chambers of commerce was making sure that 

the government lived up to its commitments in its procurement 

policies — to make sure that they are cleaner and better written 

— and that when we say that we’re going to use an HVAC 

system, we don’t accept the use of a wood stove. So, I have 

heard these things and we work very diligently to make sure 

that we actually meet the criteria we set out in our contracts. Of 

course, contracting and procurement is a very legal process, 

Mr. Chair. It is continually being refined and changed. There 

will always be work to make sure that we are communicating 

to our contractors in a clear and fair manner. 

Highways and Public Works is replacing our current tender 

management system with a new modern e-procurement system 

that will allow businesses to submit bids online. Not only will 

this online bidding reduce the need to mail in paper bids to a 

government department, but the new system will flag many 

compliance errors for bidders so that, when they go to fill out 

their tender, if they miss a line or don’t fill in a certain box — 

as is common with many online forms — if you do any online 

purchasing, you will be told that you have missed a box — box 

X — so please fill it in before you submit it. This should clear 

up some problems that we’ve been having with tenders and 

make it easier for contractors and the business community to 

actually meet the terms of the procurement process. 

As part of this new e-procurement system, Mr. Chair, we 

will have a vendor performance review system that will 

incentivize good performance and strengthen measures to hold 

poor performers accountable. The vendor performance review 

will be the final phase of the procurement system rollout. More 

information on how it will work will be available for suppliers 

closer to the implementation date for that phase. 

For the last year and a half, though, we have had a pilot 

project to look at how we might implement performance 

management for Yukon government contracts. That pilot has 

been going well. We have been working with our procurement 

advisory committee on all matters of procurement, and we feel 

that, by making sure that we incentivize good performance on 

the part of our contracting industry, our business community, 

we will improve the jobs in the territory, get better value for 

Yukon taxpayers’ money, and actually improve contracting and 

procurement throughout the territory. 

Mr. Hassard: I guess that was a very long answer with 

part of an answer. Can the minister update the House on when 

he anticipates the implementation date to actually occur? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The new e-procurement system is 

scheduled to go live in the summer. Now, of course, as I 

mentioned before, we are in really uncharted waters right now 

as a society, so I am qualifying my answer with that — but the 

plan right now is to go live with our new e-procurement system 

at the end of the summer, and then further enhancements like 

this incentive — the new assessment for contractors — will go 

live sometime after that. We expect that by the end of the year. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate the answer from the minister. 

When this is actually implemented, will this just be contracts 

that are done through HPW, or will this be across government? 

With the Department of Community Services, Department of 

Environment, Yukon Housing Corporation — will they all be 

following these new guidelines? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It will apply to the entire Yukon 

government — so all departments. We are currently starting to 

train and will train representatives responsible for procurement 

throughout the Yukon government. When they have actually 

finished the training, they will be certified as procurement 

experts. We’re also training the business community as well — 

again, with the caveat that we’re in unchartered waters as a 

society and we’ll take that into account as we move forward. 
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Mr. Hassard: I’m wondering if the minister could give 

us some examples of what will be used to determine poor 

performance. Where will that information come from? Who 

will be determining whether a contractor should be allowed 

points for good performance or lose points for poor 

performance? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I appreciate the member opposite’s 

interest in this file. It is one certainly that interests me as well. 

There is a lot more to come and I’ll be happy to make a 

statement on this once we have more to say about the processes 

through which this will be implemented.  

Mr. Hassard: I wonder if the minister could repeat that 

answer. He’s very difficult to hear, so it’s — I know I certainly 

didn’t get all of that answer.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I am sorry — my throat was a little 

dry, so I will endeavour to speak up. So, I just said that I 

appreciated his interest in this project. We are still developing 

the website. We are going to make sure that it is performing 

well. We are going to work with our project managers, and 

when I have more information about the criteria we are using 

— we are working with our Procurement Advisory Panel and 

within the Department of Highways and Public Works to refine 

those criteria — and once they are finalized and we have 

communicated with the business community and have it all 

worked out, I will be happy to let the members know how that 

is going to operate. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that commitment from the 

minister. 

I would like to turn to the third-party rentals for a few 

minutes, if I could, Mr. Chair. If you go through the categories 

list, under “Forestry”, there is no sub-category for mulchers or 

excavators with brush-mowing heads or skid steers with brush-

mowing heads. This is how Highways has been doing most, if 

not all, of their brushing, so we’re curious as to why these three 

items aren’t listed in that third-party rental book. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The annual third-party heavy 

equipment rentals standing offer agreement was tendered on 

February 26 and will close on March 26, 2020. It includes a 

new online component for contractors’ submissions that will 

allow contractors to submit their list of equipment and pricing 

online from anywhere. Those who prefer to submit on paper 

can still do so. The new process will reduce red tape for 

businesses, significantly decrease compliance issues, and 

greatly decrease administrative costs. This new portal will 

integrate with future and current online tender management 

systems, such as the new e-procurement system that we were 

talking about just a minute ago. Businesses can revise and 

submit equipment lists and future tender processes using their 

same profile and past data on the portal — i.e. in future years, 

they can update their submissions instead of starting over every 

year, saving them time, energy, and money and probably some 

frustration as well, Mr. Chair. 

The tendering process includes two information sessions. 

Businesses were introduced to the new system in early 

development stages at the reverse trade show last November. 

We also consulted with a few local contractors using a 

prototype in the early stages of development. 

Mr. Hassard: I’ll just remind the minister that this isn’t 

Question Period — he’s actually allowed to talk about the 

things that we ask about. Maybe he could stand up one more 

time and see if he can tell us why there’s no subcategory for 

mulchers, excavators with brush heads, and skid steers with 

brush heads, Mr. Chair. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I am endeavouring to get the 

member opposite answers. I don’t have answers on specific 

equipment like mulchers, but I’ll be happy to get back to the 

member opposite to find out what specific equipment we 

require. 

Mr. Hassard: Wasn’t that easy? But my next question 

might not be as easy. Is that information going to be back to me 

or to contractors before the tender closes for the third-party 

rentals, which, as the minister said, is May 26? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We would be happy to do that if a 

specific contractor got in touch with the Procurement Support 

Centre with their concern. 

Mr. Hassard: I certainly hope that is the case, because I 

know that contractors have asked this question of the 

Procurement Support Centre and are still waiting for an answer 

to that. 

Another one, similar to third-party rentals, is the fact that 

semi-trailers are separated from the semis, so rather than a price 

for a truck and trailer, they’re asking for a price for a trailer. I 

guess I would have to ask the minister what the rationale is for 

that, because I wonder who rents out the trailer without renting 

out the truck with it. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Mr. Chair, I appreciate the question 

from the member opposite. I don’t have that level of detail on 

the specific question. If he has more detail, he can certainly 

provide it to me in writing and I will be happy to look into it. 

Another option would be for that contractor to contact 

procurement support with the details and we will look into it 

further. 

Mr. Hassard: As I said, Mr. Chair, the contractors 

actually have taken this to the procurement department and 

asked these questions and have not received answers. I guess it 

concerns me a bit that the minister can’t commit to providing 

me an answer to that. He would rather I write him a letter. Well, 

I just asked the question here in the Legislative Assembly, so I 

don’t think it should require that I write him a letter.  

I would hope that, in his next response, he will commit to 

finding the answer. If he doesn’t commit to that and insists that 

I write him a letter with this question, I would certainly like that 

confirmed as well. 

Another question concerning the third-party rental book — 

the engineering department of Highways and Public Works has 

let contractors know that they will not be using the third-party 

book for hourly work. They prefer to use the Alberta 

roadbuilders handbook instead. I guess that, Mr. Chair, I would 

have to ask the minister: Why would contractors go through all 

of this work of submitting these prices if the engineering 

department has already determined that they would rather use a 

different process? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Just to be clear — and I’m terribly 

sorry; the member opposite doesn’t have to write me a letter. If 



March 18, 2020 HANSARD 1117 

 

he had more information that he wanted to provide, I would be 

happy to take it in a written form. It could be an e-mail. If there 

is no other information — and we are looking into it within the 

department. I will get him an answer, but if he has any other 

information about a certain — I have no idea why we would 

hire a trailer without a truck unless we just needed a trailer, but 

I will look into the information. The department is looking for 

more information. We’ll see what we can find out. I would be 

happy to provide it. If I get it in the next few minutes, I’ll 

provide it on the floor of the House, but if he has any — there’s 

not a lot of detail there — other information, he could certainly 

provide it, but we will look into an answer and get him an 

answer.  

As far as the Alberta logbook, we’re not sure where this is 

coming from. The Transportation Engineering branch will use 

the third-party list and the third party is the basis. Sometimes, 

if it’s not included in the SOA, they can go to the Alberta list. I 

will endeavour to get him this. This is a fairly technical question 

as well, and I will look into this in more detail should the 

member opposite require that. 

Mr. Hassard: It’s certainly not a technical question. 

I’ve spoken to contractors who have been told by engineering 

that they will not be using the third-party book. I don’t know 

where the minister thinks the technical part of that is.  

As for the question on the trailers, if the minister could 

provide me with what additional information he might need, I 

would be happy to try to provide that. I mean, we’re talking 

about a truck and a trailer — so, I guess if the minister could 

provide me with some clarity as to what other information he 

may need.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are currently debating a 

$1.6-billion budget. Inside Highways and Public Works, there 

is more than $240 million in spending. I’m more than happy to 

get him information on a trailer. I will continue the discussion. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that because, yes, we are 

debating a $1.6-billion budget, and there are contractors who 

would like their fair share of that $1.6 billion. They need this 

information so that they can have proper access to do just that.  

If I could go to the Dempster Highway for a few minutes, 

we have seen the capital budget for the Dempster Highway 

deplete significantly from two years ago down to $500,000 this 

year, and now, in this year’s budget, we don’t see any dollars 

at all for capital for the Dempster Highway. 

I know I asked this question in Question Period a week and 

a half ago, and the minister gave me a whole lot of numbers 

from the O&M budget, but I’m hoping that today, with help 

from his officials, they can keep the O&M separate from the 

capital, and maybe we’ll have a little more success in finding 

out why there appear to be zero dollars for capital on the 

Dempster Highway. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Just to recap, of course, a couple of 

weeks ago, as the member opposite noted, we did have 

questions in Question Period about the Dempster Highway. I 

noted that, in 2019-20, we allocated almost $10 million to the 

Dempster Highway, including: $5.4 million for operation and 

maintenance and vegetation control; $2.9 million to rehabilitate 

the Klondike River bridge; $50,000 for capital improvements 

at Chapman Lake, which we talked about in the last budget 

discussion last year; and $1.2 million for the production of 

aggregates.  

This year, Mr. Chair, we have increased the O&M to 

$6.7 million for 2020-21. In capital, there is not as much capital 

work going on for the Dempster Highway this year. We are 

spending about $80,000 on capital on the Dempster Highway 

this year. The majority of our spending will be on the O&M 

side, making sure that the road is maintained. 

Mr. Hassard: Would the minister be able to provide us 

with some information as to what that $80,000 is going to 

consist of?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The majority of that capital spending 

will be in vegetation control. 

Mr. Hassard: I am just curious — we have heard from 

the Mayor of Inuvik with complaints about the lack of work 

that was done to the Dempster Highway last summer and last 

fall. There were obviously a couple of rollovers of tractor 

trailers headed to Inuvik filled with natural gas.  

I am wondering if the minister feels that this is sufficient 

funding to curb those fears or those concerns from the Mayor 

of Inuvik, Mr. Chair.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I will not speculate on whether or not 

our nearly $7 million in O&M spending on the Dempster 

Highway will curb the Mayor of Inuvik’s fears. I will tell the 

member opposite that, with the money that we are spending, we 

do take the safety and passability of our roads very seriously. 

We believe, in the department, that this is enough money to 

keep the roads maintained and in a safe condition for the 

travelling public.  

I will also say that I have been in touch with my colleagues 

in the NWT at a recent federal-provincial-territorial conference 

in Toronto. Unfortunately, my colleague was in the House at 

the time and couldn’t attend that meeting, but we did have a 

very good chat with her officials, and we have agreed to work 

together to improve the Dempster through collaboration with 

Ottawa. 

That work to find money that will improve the Dempster 

is going to be beginning in the near future. 

Mr. Hassard: I have a question regarding boat launches. 

I’m not sure if the Minister of Highways and Public Works has 

the entire answer or if he would defer to the Minister of 

Environment or the Minister of Community Services, but I’m 

sure that he has a certain amount of involvement in it, so I will 

ask it anyway. 

In the budget, there is $785,000 for repairs to docks and 

ramps. Would the minister be able to provide us with some 

information as to where that work will be taking place 

throughout the Yukon? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: When it comes to boat launches, we 

have split authority in this government. We have — and I’m 

sure the members opposite remember what this is like — 

responsibility for boat launches in Highways and Public Works, 

in Community Services, and in Environment, so what we have 

done, working together in a whole-of-government approach, is 

that we’re working to reconcile the boat launch distribution and 
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actually come up with a territory-wide plan based on the 

conditions of the various boat launches. 

I know that we recently dredged the Destruction Bay boat 

launch. My colleague from Community Services did that work, 

and I thank him for that. We have other work that we have done. 

We are working to triage and actually come up with a whole 

plan for the entire territory to refurbish our boat launches. The 

three departments are working collaboratively on that project, 

and we will have more to announce on that in the near future. 

Mr. Hassard: So, maybe the minister could let the 

Assembly know who we should be waiting for to hear that 

announcement. Will that be coming from Community Services, 

Highways and Public Works, or Environment? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are going to leg wrestle for that 

privilege. 

Mr. Hassard: I see that the minister thinks that this is 

pretty funny, but the reality is that the Premier is talking about 

this Legislature coming to an end tomorrow, and so I think that, 

obviously, we won’t be here in the Legislature to ask these 

questions. I may not have the opportunity to remind any one of 

those three ministers down the road as to when that 

announcement will be coming. 

So, maybe if the minister could take his job seriously for a 

minute, he actually could tell us who will be giving that 

information to Yukoners. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I want to assure the member 

opposite that I do take this job very seriously, as do my 

colleagues, and we are working together on this project. When 

we have more information to relay to the public on our efforts 

to come up with a cohesive plan for all of the boat launches in 

the territory and a list of which projects have priority, one of us 

will be happy to make the announcement to the Yukon public 

and to the opposition. 

We have done this before, Mr. Chair. We looked at this 

when we came from this whole-of-territory approach to brush-

clearing along our highways. We came up with a cohesive plan. 

I believe that Mr. Gorczyca was involved in some of those 

efforts, and I thank him for that because we are now, for the 

very first time, clearing all of the brush from all of our highways 

across the full highway network — almost 5,000 kilometres of 

road. 

We’re doing it in a methodical manner. We’re going to 

continue that work. Our approach to the boat launches is 

another one of those efforts where, as a government, we work 

together to come up with a plan and then execute on the plan in 

a methodical and cohesive way. 

Mr. Hassard: I do appreciate the work of Mr. Gorczyca, 

ensuring that we have some cohesiveness in how we go about 

doing that brushing, because it is very important.  

Mr. Chair, if I could go a little east and north, I guess. 

We’ll go to Ross River for a little while. In the five-year capital 

concept, we see that, over the next five years, it says — between 

$9.5 million and $13 million. It lists that money as Ross River 

School remediation. Now, we’ve heard the Premier mention 

that the government is working with the community of Ross 

River, as well as with the First Nation of Ross River — Ross 

River Dena Council — toward a new school. 

My question is: Is any of this $9.5 million to $13 million 

going toward any part of the planning or building of a new 

school, or is this money all being directed toward remediation 

of the current school as it stands? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: A multidisciplinary team including 

an architect, a structural engineer, a geotechnical engineer, and 

a surveyor continues to inspect the school quarterly — this 

would be the Ross River School. The latest building condition 

inspection was completed in February, and it confirmed that the 

school remains safe for occupancy. The report is expected to be 

finalized by the end of March.  

The Government of Yukon is currently performing 

construction work on the building, addressing structural repairs 

that were recommended by the engineers monitoring the 

school. A new school for this community has been promised. 

Work will continue on the existing school to keep it safe and to 

help prevent structural movement.  

The current budget for the Ross River School, which the 

member opposite sees in our five-year capital plan, refers to just 

maintaining the school in the existing school, but as soon as the 

community chooses a location for a new school — and we’re 

working with the community on plans for the new school — 

once those decisions are taken, then we will move to 

construction of a new school and transition to that. 

Mr. Hassard: So, if the First Nation and the community 

come together and determine a new location next week, is the 

government committed then to taking this money that they have 

in the five-year plan for remediation and moving that money to 

the construction of a new school? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: This money, as I said to the member 

a few moments ago, is money for maintaining and rehabilitating 

the current school in situ. If and when a decision is made to 

build a new school and where to build a new school with the 

community, then we will go to Management Board, get the 

necessary funds to build a new school, and start that whole 

planning process. 

Until the new school is built, we will continue to need 

money to maintain the existing school. We will do those 

assessments and shift to make sure that school is safe for the 

students and teachers who work in that facility. We want to 

make sure that continues to be maintained until a new school is 

put in place to better serve the residents of Ross River. 

Mr. Hassard: Just to clarify the previous answer, my 

understanding is the minister said the holdup was that the 

community had not yet chosen a location for the new school. Is 

that correct? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: That is correct. 

Mr. Hassard: Can the minister update the Legislature 

on when the last meetings were held in Ross River with the 

community and the Ross River Dena Council regarding the new 

school? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I believe the last meeting in person 

with the community was done with the Premier and the 

Minister of Community Services late last summer, but I will 

check our files. I haven’t been up to Ross River recently. 

Possibly, the Education minister has recently met with the 
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community as well, so I will check with my colleagues and 

come up with an answer for the member opposite.  

Mr. Hassard: When the minister is getting that 

information, if he could also let us know who that meeting was 

held with — was it just the Ross River Dena Council, the 

community, or in fact both? I will leave that with the minister 

and his prompt reply with that and I would appreciate it.  

With regard to the Campbell Highway between Faro and 

Ross River, we obviously know that the minister has talked 

about paving that section of road for the last few years. 

Recently, the government has announced $71 million of 

Gateway funding that will be used to upgrade the road between 

Faro and Ross River — the Campbell River Highway — as well 

as work done on the North Canol. I am wondering if the 

minister could give us some type of an update and breakdown 

on how much money will be spent on the Campbell Highway. 

How much money will be spent on the North Canol? What will 

that work look like? Will it include any road widening, culverts, 

road base repairs, or even paving? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite is correct; we 

have signed one agreement with the Liard First Nation. We are 

continuing to work with the Ross River Dena Council.  

With the agreement with the Liard First Nation, we are 

working on an implementation plan, and then we will know 

exactly how that rolls out. That project will be done and 

approved through Cabinet. 

This year, we are spending $5 million on the Faro to Ross 

River stretch of highway to start the BST work that we have 

been talking about for the past couple of years. 

Mr. Hassard: Can the minister confirm how many 

kilometres of BST that $5 million will actually produce? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: First of all, I would like to correct the 

record, because when I was speaking just a second ago, I said, 

“… $5 million on the Faro to Ross River stretch…” That is 

actually incorrect — it will be $3 million in BST for the Faro 

to Ross River stretch this year. The other $1.7 million is on 

bridge work on the Campbell Highway. So, just to correct the 

record, I said $5 million for the Faro to Ross River stretch, but 

it is actually $3 million this year. I will get back to the members 

on the number of kilometres that will complete this year — then 

we are also doing some bridge work worth $1.7 million. 

Mr. Hassard: So, my understanding, from what the 

minister has just said, is that the entire section from Faro to 

Ross River will not be — he’s talking BST now. He was talking 

pavement before. The entire section will not be either paved or 

BST’d this year. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite is correct. The 

project will not be finished this year. It’s actually a five-year 

project to do the 40 kilometres between Faro and Ross River. 

The work is starting this year and will roll out over the next 

several years.  

I’m very happy to be starting that work this year.  

Mr. Hassard: So then, I guess the next question is: Will 

it in fact be BST, or will it be pavement as the minister has 

promised in the past? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite chided me for 

not taking my job seriously. We’ve been through this last year. 

He knows very well we’re talking BST this year. I’m happy to 

give him some information on the differences should he request 

it.  

Mr. Hassard: I do take the job seriously and it is the 

minister himself who has, on numerous occasions, stood in this 

House and said that the road would be paved. I think it is a very 

legitimate question, Mr. Chair.  

The minister has said there is $5 million in total for the 

Campbell Highway. Does that in fact mean then that the rest of 

that $71 million is going to be spent on the North Canol? What 

will that entail for work? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite is correct; the 

Government of Yukon has reached an agreement on a third 

Yukon Resource Gateway project. Recently, the government 

and the Ross River Dena Council have reached an agreement 

in principle for the North Canol and Campbell Highway 

components. The project has an estimated value of $71 million. 

The Yukon Resource Gateway project will provide necessary 

upgrades to existing public road infrastructure in the Dawson 

and Nahanni Ranges — two key areas of high mineral potential 

and active mining in the Yukon. 

The Carmacks bypass agreement continues to progress to 

construction. The Carmacks bypass environmental assessment 

is anticipated to be submitted by the early spring of 2020, and 

construction is expected to start as early as the fall of 2020.  

The Yukon Resource Gateway project will also contribute 

to new road infrastructure that industry will construct, such as 

the proposed new access to the anticipated Coffee Gold project. 

A project agreement has been approved with Liard First Nation 

for the first phase of the Nahanni Range Road component. 

Phase 1 work is expected to cost $17 million, with the 

environmental assessment to be submitted in the spring of 2020 

and initial construction to start this fall provided — again, the 

caveat that we are in uncharted waters. So, we will see how the 

current COVID-19 pandemic plays out in the territory, but our 

plan is to make sure that the initial construction work will start 

in the fall of 2020. 

The Yukon government remains committed to maximizing 

benefits that can be accessed through Gateway and is 

continuing to work with the Government of Canada so the 

project will best meet the needs of Yukoners. 

Mr. Hassard: I thank the minister, who partially 

answered a question that I hadn’t asked yet. Again, it’s very 

hard to hear the minister. I did not hear anything about a 

commitment on how much of this $71 million was actually 

going to the North Canol this year and what type of work would 

take place on the North Canol. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’ll move my mic so the members 

opposite can hear me better — I apologize for that.  

The North Canol phase 1 project has a $16 million 

estimated construction cost. It involves bridge rehabilitation 

and the replacement of 15 bridges and line-of-sight and 

brushing work. A project agreement with the Ross River Dena 

Council is expected very soon. 

The project agreement implementation is scheduled to 

happen in the spring of 2020, and then we will assess and rank 

the bridges for replacement, do the design work, and do a 
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YESA submission. That will be happening after the spring of 

2020, so there is more to come on that project, Mr. Chair, 

because it is still in its very preliminary stages. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate the answer from the minister. 

I know he said that there are agreements in place with the Ross 

River Dena Council regarding the funding on the North Canol 

and the Campbell Highway, but can the minister tell the House: 

Will the work on the North Canol in fact be going out to public 

tender — all or any of that work, Mr. Chair? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The member opposite must 

appreciate that we have an agreement with the First Nation. We 

are working very closely with the First Nations on these 

projects. I am very pleased with the progress that we have made 

on these Gateway projects.  

Of course, the projects will be tendered. As I said, we are 

doing the assessment work and will do the prioritizing about 

which bridges will begin this project — for a total of about 

$16 million. The tenders will go out once we’ve assessed, done 

all the environmental assessments, done all the planning, and 

done all the design work that is necessary to execute on these 

projects, Mr. Chair.  

I expect that the work will actually begin in 2021. 

Mr. Hassard: With regard to the Campbell Highway in 

the capital budget, it shows $500,000 as the estimate in the 

mains. I am wondering if the minister could explain where that 

$500,000 is going to be spent. If we know that the other 

$5 million that he spoke about — well, $3 million of it — is in 

chipping or BST, and he said that $1.7 million is in bridge 

upgrades, then I guess I am curious. We know that there are two 

bridges in the five-year plan, being Bearfeed Creek and Drury 

Creek, both at between $1 million and $2 million — so, maybe 

if the minister could clarify a little bit what this $500,000 is for 

and what the additional $1.7 million is for that he spoke of 

when he was talking about the Gateway money. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: After consulting with my officials 

here, we will respond to the member’s question in detail in 

writing.  

Mr. Hassard: I look forward to that information.  

Now, the minister spoke a few minutes ago about the 

Nahanni Range Road and the agreement that the government 

had with the First Nation in Watson Lake — the Liard First 

Nation. Can the minister confirm that the work on the Nahanni 

Range Road will be put out to public tender as well?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We continue to work with the First 

Nation. Of course, the implementation plan has not yet been 

finalized, but we can commit that the majority of the tenders 

going out on the Nahanni Range Road will be publicly 

tendered. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that answer. Regarding the 

budget — under “Pavement Rehabilitation and Other Road 

Improvements”, we have seen the budget go from roughly 

$5.5 million to roughly $19 million for this year. Can the 

minister provide the House with some information as to what 

Yukoners can expect to see with this additional $12 million to 

$13 million? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I wonder if I could ask the 

indulgence of my colleague on the other side of the House to 

please repeat the question. 

Mr. Hassard: Sure, Mr. Chair; I’m happy to. The 

question was regarding the line item “Pavement Rehabilitation 

and Other Road Improvements”, on page 14-11 of the budget 

document, where the 2019-20 forecast was $5.950 million, and 

we now see a line item of $18.943 million. I am wondering 

what Yukoners can expect to see in improvements with that 

increased budget? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: What we are talking about in that 

almost $19 million is work, as it says, to rehabilitate pavement 

and other roads. We have $8.3 million for pavement 

rehabilitation at various locations, executed by the 

Transportation Engineering branch. We have $6 million for 

roadside safety improvements. We have $3.4 million for BST 

aggregate production. We’re going to spend $600,000 on 

highway heavy rehabilitation. We’re going to spend $350,000 

on small culvert replacement and repair. We’re going to spend 

$200,000 on drainage improvements throughout Yukon’s 

highways. 

Mr. Hassard: I didn’t get all of those numbers written 

down quickly enough, but I don’t think it added up to 

$19 million — but maybe the minister can correct me if I’m 

wrong on that. 

The lion’s share of it appeared to be the $8.3 million that 

the minister spoke about on pavement rehabilitation. Would we 

be able to get an update in the Legislature today about where 

those pavement rehabilitation areas might be? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Rehabilitation of existing pavement 

is going to be done by full pavement overlay, recycling the 

pavement into base course, and resurfacing with BST or other 

rehabilitation procedures. The Transportation Engineering 

branch utilizes a custom surface management system as a tool 

to facilitate planning and project selection required to manage 

Yukon’s maintained road network. There are locations 

throughout the territory where these rehabilitation projects will 

be executed. I would be happy to come back with more detail 

for the member opposite. 

Mr. Hassard: I would be happy to see more detail. 

Would the minister be able to provide us with the information 

on how much of that money would be on pavement 

rehabilitation and how much will be on BST overlay? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: So, we are spending $2.8 million on 

Alaska Highway gravel and BST. We are spending $1.2 million 

on the Campbell Highway gravel and BST. We plan to spend 

$302,000 on the Dome Road gravel and BST, $819,000 on the 

Haines Road, and $512,000 on the Klondike Highway, for a 

total value of — BST and gravel — of $5.6 million.  

For pavement, we’re going to spend $32,000 on the Alaska 

Highway, and we’re going to spend $2.6 million on the 

Klondike Highway, for a total of $2.6 million.  

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that information from the 

minister.  

Now, in the budget binder, we see an increase from 

$3 million to $13.322 million for the Klondike Highway. 

Would the minister be able to provide us with some type of a 
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breakdown on that increase? What work can we anticipate 

seeing? Where will we see that work take place?  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Last summer, the governments of 

Yukon and Canada announced $157 million in funding to 

upgrade critical sections of the north Klondike Highway. This 

is one of the largest capital projects in the territory’s history; it 

is in fact the largest single capital project in the territory’s 

history. We are doing this because the north Klondike Highway 

is one of the busiest roads in the territory. It is a vital link for 

industry and a well-travelled route for tourists from across the 

country and around the world.  

The upgrades that we are proposing to this stretch of road 

will increase safety, improve road conditions, and connect 

Yukoners with an increasing number of economic 

opportunities, particularly in the territory’s resource sector. The 

project is expected to support 800 jobs over the construction 

period, which will be vital as the territory navigates through 

these really tricky months ahead with the pandemic that we 

face. 

Mr. Chair, we are spending $12 million on the north 

Klondike Highway reconstruction in various locations this 

year. This is part of that national trade corridors fund project. 

Mr. Hassard: I think that pretty much everything the 

minister just told us is right there on that page, so I was actually 

looking for a little more detail. Where is the work going to take 

place? What type of work is taking place? Is it brushing or 

actual road reconstruction? How many kilometres of 

reconstruction are involved, or is it in fact resurfacing? What 

does that $12 million consist of? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are doing full road 

reconstruction at Meadow Creek and Stoneboat Creek — two 

separate projects — a total of $12 million. Those projects are 

expected to be tendered by the end of April. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that and look forward to 

seeing those tenders out by the end of April. 

A question on the Alaska Highway construction — the 

$10,600,000. Can the minister give us some information on 

where that money will be spent? Obviously, I realize that some 

of it — the lion’s share — is up between the airport and Two 

Mile Hill, but if the minister could just give us a bit of 

information or a bit of a breakdown about how much will be 

spent there, and where the rest of it will be spent.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The $10.6 million is divided into 

two projects. The $5.4 million will be spent on the north 

Klondike intersection — that is kilometre 1434.4 to kilometre 

1437.4. The other project that we are spending money on this 

year, part of that $10.6 million, is the Lodestar Lane to Burns 

Road section — the Alaska Highway through Whitehorse — 

and that is a total of $5.1 million. 

Mr. Hassard: I have another question on the same page 

in the budget binder. We see “Transportation Facilities and 

Equipment” dropped from nearly $11 million to just under 

$2.5 million. I’m wondering if the minister could explain to the 

House or provide a little bit of detail — why that decrease? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The large capital expenditure in 

transportation facilities last year was to accommodate the 

baggage handling project, which is currently in process. That’s 

a very large project. It’s being coordinated with CATSA, so this 

year, we’re spending a lot less on transportation facilities. The 

$2.4 million is largely small projects — none larger than 

$350,000. 

Mr. Hassard: Down near the bottom of page 14-11, 

there’s a line item for “Other” for $84 million, which is an 

increase of roughly $15 million. Would the minister be able to 

provide us with some details and information on that 

$84 million? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m going to ask for clarification 

from the member opposite. The figure he’s looking at — 

$87,900,000 — is that the number he’s looking at? 

Mr. Hassard: No, in fact, the number is $84,058,000.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We are trying to find the line item 

that the member opposite is referring to. We can’t find a 

reference to the same number. We’ll have to get back to the 

member. We don’t have that sum in our documents there, so 

I’m not sure what the member opposite is referring to — if he 

could provide some more information, please. 

Mr. Hassard: I certainly hope that we have the same 

document. It’s page 14-11, Highways and Public Works, 

Transportation. It says, down near the bottom of the page under 

line item “Other”, $84,058,000, and forecast for 2019-20, 

$69,123,000. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It’s in the public document, and it is 

not a separate expenditure line. It’s a rollup of all of the 

numbers, so it is basically a summary of the Transportation 

budget, spending that’s not for personnel or tangible capital 

assets across the O&M and capital budgets. That’s the reason. 

It is a summary of the entire budget. It includes O&M and 

capital. It’s everything. 

Chair: Do members wish to take a 10-minute recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order. 

The matter before the Committee is continuing general 

debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works, 

in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Is there further general debate? 

Mr. Hassard: A few minutes ago, we were talking about 

the almost $19 million under “Pavement Rehabilitation and 

Other Road Improvements”. The minister gave us some 

information regarding the pavement rehabilitation.  

The second item that he mentioned after the $8.3 million 

— and I didn’t get it all written down quickly enough — was 

something to do with — I thought he said “roadside safety” — 

maybe the minister could clarify that a little bit further. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I believe the member opposite was 

referring to the $6-million roadside safety improvements 

program. That was $6 million. 

That’s a six-point program that is going to be for brushing, 

barriers, lane delineation, line painting, clear zone safety, and 

roadside grading. The budget will also be used to investigate 
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safety concerns and the delivery of small-scale projects that 

respond to a specific safety, highway operations, or 

maintenance problem. Work may include spot community 

lighting enhancement or repairs requiring engineering design 

and supervision that usually arise on short notice and require a 

short-term response.  

Government of Yukon, of course, takes the safety of 

travellers using the territory’s highways very seriously. We’ve 

implemented this program that will improve the quality and 

efficiency of highway and roadside maintenance. The program 

will result in better sightlines and right-of-way visibility, 

improve lane delineation, fewer hazards in the right-of-way, 

and the installation and maintenance of more roadside barriers 

along our highways.  

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that.  

Can the minister let us know how much of that is actually 

dedicated toward brushing? Is that part of the ongoing brushing 

program that we know that Mr. Gorczyca had a hand in getting 

in place for us? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It is a good question. We have the 

numbers here. They are all broken out through the territory. 

What I will do to expedite debate this afternoon is compile 

those numbers for the member opposite and get them to him. 

Mr. Hassard: Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I look forward 

to receiving that information. 

In “Aviation/Yukon Airports”, we see a line item of just 

over $11 million. I am wondering, Mr. Chair, if we could get a 

breakdown of where that $11 million is being spent. I know that 

your lovely home community of Mayo is due for some of that 

money, so we are wondering if we could find out how much 

money is being spent at the Mayo Airport, as well, and what 

that work will consist of for this year. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: We have budgeted this year 

$1.2 million for improvements to the Mayo Airport. It is now 

an airport — the fifth airport certified in the territory. Also, I 

will tell the member opposite that, of the $6 million in this 

year’s budget for roadside improvements, approximately 

$2.5 million is for brushing. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate the information on the 

brushing and the Mayo Airport, but I was also hoping that the 

minister would be able to provide us with a little more in terms 

of where the other almost $10 million is being spent in regard 

to airports. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It is a good question. In order to 

expedite debate, I will make this brief. We’re spending 

$4.4 million on Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport 

projects, including site servicing, expansion of existing lease 

parcels, and construction of $2.5 million. We’re doing airside 

infrastructure removal investigations, engineering, design, and 

construction of $1 million. The main runway is going to receive 

about $755,000 in work and reconstruction; surface water 

management improvements of $100,000; we’re going to do 

temporary general aviation parking improvements of $100,000.  

At Dawson, we’re spending $1.4 million on Dawson 

airport projects, including $650,000 on the south apron 

operational light infrastructure and passenger comfort and 

north apron lighting. We’re spending $400,000 on surface 

water management improvements and $400,000 on fencing and 

electric gates and airfield electrical updates. 

The Old Crow aerodrome is receiving about $600,000 in 

runway improvements. We are doing about $3.4 million in 

Yukon-wide aerodromes, including almost $2 million for 

community aerodromes; $1 million for certified airports at 

Whitehorse, Dawson City, Mayo, Watson Lake, and Old Crow; 

and almost $600,000 on lease parcel subdivision for new lots 

and airstrips. 

Mr. Hassard: I appreciate that information from the 

minister. I have a couple of questions regarding biomass. I’m 

wondering if the minister could inform the Legislature: How 

many YG buildings are currently being heated with biomass, 

and of those buildings, how many actual contracts are in place 

with companies or firms to provide biomass heat to those YG 

buildings? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Thank you very much, Mr. Chair, 

and it is a good question. In order to expedite debate this 

afternoon, I will say quickly that we, as I said in my earlier 

answer this afternoon, have two Government of Yukon 

buildings currently heated using biomass fuel. One is the 

Whitehorse Correctional Centre, and the second is the Dawson 

City waste-water treatment plant. We have a contract with a 

Dawson City wood-chip producer. I will find the name for the 

member opposite. The Whitehorse Correctional Centre is run 

on pellets. We have, obviously, a contract with a pellet 

producer. I will endeavour to find the name of the pellet 

producer with which we have a contract. 

Mr. Hassard: Could the minister inform the House if 

there are any other YG-owned buildings that currently are set 

up to use biomass and that are not utilizing biomass at this time? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I believe that the Elijah Smith 

Elementary School has a biomass boiler in it. As part of the 

work in assessing the use of biomass in the City of Whitehorse, 

I know that my colleague, the Minister of Economic 

Development, looked at the Elijah Smith Elementary School as 

a potential conversion — to dust off and start the biomass 

project there — but I believe that we decided not to proceed to 

go with biomass in that school. 

Mr. Hassard: It would be interesting if the minister 

could provide us with some information as to why the 

government chose not to, as he says, “dust off” the pellet boiler 

at the Elijah Smith Elementary School. 

In saying that, I am curious if the minister can tell us if 

there are any other YG-owned buildings for which there are 

plans in the near- or long-term future that the government 

intends to change over to some sort of biomass heating systems. 

I know that the Andrew A. Philipsen Law Centre had a biomass 

heating system in it, and it was actually removed, I believe, last 

year to install new propane boilers.  

I am curious as to which direction the government might 

be going in the future — if there are plans to either install more 

biomass or, in fact, to do as the government has done and go 

away from biomass.  

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: As far as the Elijah Smith 

Elementary School, we actually applied for federal funding 

with producers to put biomass in there, and the school did not 



March 18, 2020 HANSARD 1123 

 

qualify for federal support. It didn’t meet their criteria, which 

is why we ended up going to the Whitehorse Correctional 

Centre.  

We are looking, of course, at opportunities at schools. 

We’re looking at one in Watson Lake and one in Teslin. That’s 

not finalized yet.  

We’re using planning money this year to identify more 

opportunities for biomass throughout the territory. It is part of 

our climate change strategy. It’s an important part of our 

strategy. We are working with producers to make sure that we 

have a supply of wood chips and biomass for our new biomass 

initiatives.  

The school in Haines Junction — absolutely right. We 

looked at that. There are a number of reasons why biomass did 

not make sense for that facility, but we are always doing our 

assessments. Where it makes sense and where it’s safe and 

usable, we are going to work very hard to get biomass boilers 

into our facilities.  

Ms. Hanson: I just want to ask one final question, I 

hope, on biomass here. Can the minister confirm or clarify — 

when he was talking about pellets, are we talking about Yukon-

manufactured pellets, or are they being imported? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I welcome the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre to the debate this afternoon. These are wood 

pellets that are imported from BC. We looked at this facility. It 

was built with a wood-pellet system in place. We’re not 

changing out that existing facility, but it was such a big boiler; 

it was underutilized. That’s why we’re getting it now to district 

heat at two separate facilities — the Takhini Haven and Yukon 

Young Offenders Facility — and that will make better use of 

the wood-pellet boiler there. 

We have worked with the industry. They understand that 

we are moving now to wood chips in many facilities, and that 

will be part of it. We hope, at some point — it would be great 

if we had a Yukon producer of wood pellets, but we don’t have 

that yet, so we’re having to import to heat that facility. Yes, 

biomass is the primary heat source for the Whitehorse 

Correctional Centre. 

Ms. Hanson: I’m kind of disappointed, because one of 

the things, I guess — I wasn’t planning to go into this line of 

questioning, because I had assumed that, over the last few 

years, there had been a significant consideration of the fact that, 

in order to use pellets for biomass, they are imported — 

greenhouse gas emissions. I’m wondering if the minister could 

— not at this very moment, or perhaps he has it at hand. We 

certainly don’t have access to it — what the benefit analysis is 

and what the offset is in terms of greenhouse gas emissions and 

the cost of importing these pellets from British Columbia, 

particularly the issue with greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ostensibly, we’re moving to this to move off of fossil fuels, but 

we’re actually using extensive fossil fuels to import them.  

Can the minister please provide a synopsis of the analysis 

and then table that or provide it to the opposition by return? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It is a good question. Of course, the 

member opposite and I agree — in a perfect world, we would 

have inherited a building that was already using a local supply 

of wood. But we did not inherit that building. We inherited a 

building that was equipped with a wood-pellet boiler that had 

been used for years to heat the building. The boiler used at the 

Whitehorse Correctional Centre is large and it made perfect 

sense to use it to its full capacity to heat these other two 

buildings and squeeze a little bit more energy efficiency out of 

that boiler. The member is right. We are trucking the pellets 

into the territory and using fossil fuels to do that. As I said, that 

was a decision taken when that facility was built. I am not sure 

why that decision was taken at the time, but I will say that 

biomass is a good heating source. Pellets actually guarantee the 

humidity levels to operate a boiler efficiently for a correctional 

facility like this, so there are benefits to that. We are not using 

oil in that facility, but we do have to use oil to bring the pellets 

into the territory, because there are no local suppliers. That is 

the hand we were dealt. 

Ms. Hanson: Unless this minister is able to answer the 

question, we will certainly be looking forward to getting an 

answer from a minister about where we are at with developing 

that in-territory wood pellet product so that we are not creating 

a false sense that we are doing something environmentally great 

by burning biomass when we are actually expending 

greenhouse gases to get it here. But, Mr. Chair, in the interest 

of — as the minister keeps saying — moving this forward, I 

would like to go back to the budget per se and then I will ask 

some questions arising from that budget. 

I would ask the minister to turn to 14-4 in the budget. If he 

can signal when he is actually at 14-4, that would be helpful. 

Mr. Chair, I would like the minister, then — I have a 

number of questions with respect to the figures that are depicted 

here. I am raising these because it’s the budget debate and 

partly because, as we go through this, you will see that there are 

a number of questions. It is very, very difficult when you don’t 

have any substantiating data to be able to figure out how that 

difference happened. 

Mr. Chair, when I get the budget documents that are tabled 

in the Legislative Assembly, I do what every other MLA does, 

I am sure — I sit down and look at it. I also look at what we 

debated and how it was dealt with last year. I start with just 

simply comparing what I hope is apples to apples.  

In 2019-20, the main estimates said — under the operation 

and maintenance vote for Corporate Services — that the main 

estimates had an amount of $12 million. I think it’s 

$255 million — this is my transcribing, because I left my other 

document — but now what is being depicted is $14 million. 

Mr. Speaker, the minister will notice that there is a discrepancy 

there. There is no information that tells me how that main 

estimate changed. The mains don’t change, Mr. Chair. 

Then I go down to Information and Communications 

Technology — not a substantive change, but there is a change. 

So, the mains last year said $22,063,000. Here it is depicted as 

$22,167,000. With the next number for Transportation, the 

mains last year said $63,747,000. Here, it says that the mains 

are actually $62,520,000. Either we have a sound basis for 

depicting what our budgets are and explaining them to the 

opposition and to the citizens of the Yukon — there is nowhere 

in any of the documentation and nowhere online that anyone, 

let alone opposition MLAs, can find this information. So, I am 
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asking the minister to explain this discrepancy. What makes up 

that discrepancy for each of those numbers?  

If you look at Information and Communications 

Technology, Mr. Chair — the mains last year said $5,953,000. 

Now the mains are telling me that, somehow, it is magically 

converted for 2019-20 to $11,831,000. How am I supposed to 

guess what that is? How is any citizen of this territory able to 

guess how that magically changed if it was approved last year 

as the main estimate at $5,953,000? That’s the only information 

I have to go on, as the opposition critic for this area. 

The next two numbers are the same. That gives me some 

confidence. Of course, when we get to the summaries, then 

there is a corresponding discrepancy. So, just to start — 

because we’re talking about the budget — if the minister could 

tell the House — and for Hansard — how that discrepancy 

arises and then how we’re supposed to parse it out. How we, 

citizens of the territory, members of this Legislative Assembly, 

absent any crosswalk information — any background 

information — as to how that happened or what that means — 

and I’m not saying it’s not legitimate, Mr. Chair; I’m not saying 

that at all. I’m just saying, accountability and transparency 

means that the information is available, and it’s not available. 

I need to have — I’m asking the minister to provide that 

for the record so that we are operating from the same basis 

when we talk about what was put in the main estimates, what 

was approved in this Legislative Assembly, and then what 

we’re going forward with, in terms of — then we’ll talk about 

the estimates for this fiscal year. My questions will then focus 

on that, but I need to understand how that discrepancy comes. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I thank the member opposite for the 

question. It’s a good one, and in the interest of expediting the 

debate, I’ll keep my comments short. 

As I said, there’s no discrepancy in the financial 

documents. What the member is alluding to is a restating of the 

accounts according to accounting principles.  

I know the member opposite has asked this question of the 

department already, and we have agreed to provide a road map 

to the changes so that it makes it easier for the member opposite 

to see why this was done. We can provide a schedule of 

restatements to the member. That’s what we committed to in 

the briefing that we gave the member opposite during the 

budget. 

Really, the numbers change when programs get shifted 

from one budget to the other. This is an accounting principle. 

Our budgets are reviewed by the Auditor General of Canada. 

We work very closely with that agency. This is a typical 

accounting principle. We’re happy to provide a road map to the 

member opposite.  

Ms. Hanson: I do appreciate the officials explaining 

this. It’s not unique to this department. That’s why I’m raising 

it here. What I am trying to point out for this minister, for the 

Minister of Finance, and for all ministers is that, unless the 

information is clear and transparent — I understand the fact that 

there’s a change in how budgets are depicted and represented, 

but the information needs to be accessible and available, and 

it’s not.  

So, on the face of it — and actually, the restated amounts 

are on page 14-3. It doesn’t say anything about restated 

amounts on page 14-4. On the face of it, it looks like an error. 

It looks like — so, what happened? It’s not simply — pat, pat 

— “MLA, it’s okay. We’ll explain it to you.” I’m insisting that 

this is a principle — that, at the time that we are provided the 

budgets and at the time that we do briefings, we should not have 

to be trying to reach behind the cloak to guess what those 

discrepancies are. It should be provided to us as a matter of 

course.  

We had to insist that we got access to background 

information that was regularly available in budget documents. 

We finally got them posted to the Department of Finance 

website. This is a government that insists that it’s more 

transparent and accountable — less and less information 

available to the opposition to be able to figure it out.  

So, the minister can stand, and when the Leader of the 

Official Opposition asked the question with respect to projects 

around airports, he has a crosswalk; he has all that information. 

Where are members of the opposition supposed to find that 

information? Where? That is simple information that should be 

readily accessible so that it would make the budget debate more 

informed as opposed to guessing. Then you could debate 

whether or not there are objects, projects or whatever from a 

constituency — from the other ridings in this territory that are 

not part of the government representation — the ridings that we 

hear different things from and that obviously are being heard 

by the members opposite. Then we could say “Actually, what 

we have heard from our constituents is this and this. How does 

that fit into what those plans are?” But we have to guess every 

time. Why is that information not available? Why? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I hear the passion in the member 

opposite’s voice. She and I share a passion for information. I 

have been reading budgets delivered and tabled in this 

Legislative Assembly since 1989, Mr. Chair. The budget that 

we tabled today is very similar to those that have been tabled 

over the last 30 years. This budget, to opposition and journalists 

— I don’t share the member opposite’s opinion that we are 

sharing less information. I know for a fact that this government 

is sharing more information with the public. We are sharing 

more information with the public that we serve. We have a 

principled stand that the information that this government 

produces is the people’s information, and we are doing our 

utmost to improve the processes and the delivery systems for 

that information so that our citizens can access that information 

more quickly and with more detail than they have ever had 

before.  

I know that my colleagues in Highways and Public Works 

have worked diligently to make sure that this information is 

available to our citizens, and I am really happy with the efforts 

they have made. There is more to do, Mr. Chair, and we will 

continue this transformation of the Yukon government to 

provide more information to our citizens as we go forward.  

On that, Mr. Chair, the Member for Whitehorse Centre and 

I can agree. 

Ms. Hanson: I wish it were so. I can actually — and 

perhaps the minister would like me to — bring in past budgets 
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where we got detailed information by department, where we got 

organization charts, where we got changes and breakdowns of 

the relative spending, and we got the FTEs by department and 

by function. We don’t get any of that information unless we ask 

for it. When there are organizational changes, we don’t get 

updates on those in terms of a changed organization unless we 

ask for it. 

I don’t want to belabour this point, but the minister, when 

outlining the $11,090,000 under “Aviation/Yukon Airports”, 

listed off this long list of things. That was very interesting. My 

question to the minister is: Is that breakdown on the website 

anywhere with that level of detail? Where do I get that level of 

detail? 

My question was: The $11,090,000 that he recited — the 

breakdown of projects that he put on the record to the Member 

for Pelly-Nisutlin — is that detail — that level of granularity 

— available on the website or in background budget 

documents? Where is it? How do I access that so we can have 

that informed conversation — so we don’t have to have him 

stand and recite them, but we could say, “I don’t really care for 

the whole long list of these things that becomes a recitation.” It 

sounds like a found word poem, as opposed to — you know, I 

have an interest or I’ve heard a concern being raised about this 

particular project and I can zero in on that, but where do I find 

that? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: That information is not available in 

that level of detail. I can’t recall anytime in the last 30 years 

that I’ve ever seen a budget provide that level of detail. That’s 

where we are at, Mr. Chair. We are in a budget debate. We are 

asked for information on that budget. I have provided it 

willingly and openly in great detail here on the floor of the 

Legislature.  

I suppose you could say that it is on a website; it’s in 

Hansard. 

Ms. Hanson: Great — that gives me a good indication 

of where the minister is coming from with his sense of what is 

open and transparent in terms of the expenditure of public 

monies on projects. If I recite it to you, that’s what you get — 

great. 

I would like to move on, Mr. Chair. When I again compare 

— it’s a bad habit, Mr. Chair. I actually look at the documents 

that the government provides, and I go back to look at how they 

compare one year to the next just so that I can get a sense of 

how we’re moving on. Could the minister update us on the new 

food service function or facility that was announced for the 

Whitehorse airport on February 25, 2019? I know that there is 

a bar somewhere hidden up there. I have heard this. I have not 

availed myself of it. There was to be food service there. It was 

announced through a press release, because that’s how we get 

our information from the Yukon government. Can the minister 

update us on that? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I thank the member opposite for the 

question. In the efforts of advancing the debate this afternoon, 

I will give a succinct answer. The previous restauranteur up at 

the airport decided that they no longer wanted to provide 

services there. We have gutted the entire operation and fitted it 

out and prepared it for a new tenant. We held a competition — 

a tender — for those services. Someone has won that 

competitive bid. We are currently negotiating with the winners, 

and we expect to have them proceed over the coming months.  

We will be happy — very elated, actually — to announce 

who that is once the whole tender process is resolved. 

Ms. Hanson: I appreciate the minister’s answer to that 

question. The minister indicated earlier, in response to a 

question, that $2.5 million has been allocated for brushing. I 

would like to go back to the question raised by the Member for 

Pelly-Nisutlin with respect to — it was a different take on the 

question I had raised, as his officials will have briefed him — 

with respect to the responsibility for the department with 

respect to monitoring performance of tenders. I am raising this 

question specifically in conjunction with the work that was 

done on the south Klondike Highway toward the Carcross Cut-

off toward Tagish and along the Tagish Road.  

The minister is aware that there have been significant 

concerns raised by citizens about the — including myself — 

letters to him with photographs of dangerous material left along 

as a result of the badly performed brushing along both the south 

Klondike Highway and the Tagish Road. I had pointed out to 

him that the Department of Environment, along with the 

Southern Lakes Caribou Steering Committee and the 

Carcross/Tagish First Nation, had some time ago come to an 

agreement on the kinds of environmental measures that were 

necessary to prevent damage to wildlife — caribou, moose, and 

others — now deer — along that area. They can shatter the 

bones and perforate the skin when we have these shards 

sticking up — as he’s well aware.  

My question is — and again, I want this in Hansard — 

what holdback is there until these contracts are completed to 

the satisfaction of both the department and the Department of 

Environment — both Highways and Public Works’ and 

Environment’s standards with respect to ensuring that there is 

safety for our wildlife? I would presume that we’re hopeful that 

there’s safety for citizens as well who are using these for 

snowmobiling and skiing and some of them for dogs — with 

dog mushing along the side of the south Klondike Highway. 

At what point does Highways and Public Works — do they 

monitor the work that’s being done? At what stages of the work 

do they monitor it? What holdback is being done? And finally, 

with respect to the remaining section of the Tagish Road, when 

is that scheduled to be completed and at what cost? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I want to reiterate that our 

government takes the safety of the travelling public very 

seriously, which is why we undertook this brush-clearing, 

roadside improvement program over the next six years. 

Brushing completed on the Tagish Road and Klondike 

Highway is a component of the larger roadside safety 

improvement program. It was implemented this fiscal year and 

the focus of this program is improving the safety of our 

highway network for year-round users. Frequent brushing 

improves roadside visual detection of wildlife, which will result 

in fewer vehicle-wildlife collisions and will reduce large 

diameter stems, which could be harmful to animals. The 

brushing program was adjusted through Tagish and Crag Lake. 

We respected property boundaries while maintaining a safe 
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brushing width in the right-of-way, which was set aside by 

Highways and Public Works when the roads were built. 

Brushing activities have occurred within the surveyed 

highway right-of-way and have been adjusted to 10 meters 

from the road shoulder to meet safety requirements determined 

by engineering review. This leaves a buffer of approximately 

15 metres between the brushing and the edge of the highway 

right-of-way. Compliance inspections conducted by the 

department staff found deficiencies, including brush height 

along the south Klondike Highway and Tagish Road. The 

contractor is required to correct these deficiencies by May 

2020. The engineering staff will be monitoring the situation to 

make sure that work is done by that month. 

In 2020-21, we are increasing inspection activities and we 

are working to refine the brushing program to minimize 

impacts to wildlife. The very execution of the brushing work is 

to reduce animal-human conflict. 

The revised requirements include cutting to 50 millimetres 

where terrain permits, as well as rock removal within the 

highway right-of-way. These new measures will be 

implemented in the 2020-21 years and will help to prevent 

potential injuries to wildlife. The Tagish Road at Crag Lake is 

designed for the posted speed limit and drivers tend to match 

their speed to the speed of the road it was designed for — and 

that is how it is going. So, this year, in 2020-21, we are refining 

the activities of brush-clearing along Yukon roadways. 

Ms. Hanson: The minister read essentially the same 

briefing note that he has read into Hansard before. The question 

was: How much, if anything, is held back on a contract until 

you have compliance or assurance that the performance of the 

contract has been made, as per the contract? Secondly, what is 

the budget for the remainder of the Tagish Road for this fiscal 

year?  

That was the question. I wasn’t asking him to justify the 

lack of monitoring of the work that was done this last year. The 

fact that there are still spikes all along the south Klondike 

Highway and the Tagish Road — they are clearly not in 

compliance with the standards that this government has set. I 

am not getting into an argument about that. I want to know what 

holdback has been done. He says that there is monitoring. He 

says to expect them. Are they doing it out of the goodness of 

their heart now? 

The reason why the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin was asking 

this question was because he was asking how the government 

assesses their experience with contractors who do not perform 

to the standards set out in the contract. So, the question was 

really, when we asked this in the briefing, is if there is a point 

system. If you have a bad performer, are we going to reward 

them by giving them contracts to continue to do bad work? That 

is the question on that part. 

There are three components to this question. If the minister 

would like me to repeat them, I will, but I’m sure he has it. I 

know his officials have. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: In the interest of the time of the 

House, I will keep my answer short.  

The answer is this: Compliance inspections conducted by 

the department — which does review the work of the 

contractors that they have employed to do the brush-clearing — 

found deficiencies, including brush height along the south 

Klondike Highway and Tagish Road. The contractor is required 

to correct these deficiencies by May of 2020. If they do not 

correct those deficiencies that were identified — which they 

tried to do last year but didn’t get to because of extenuating 

circumstances — now they are required to do it by May of 

2020. If they don’t do the work, they will not receive the 

payment, Mr. Chair.  

As far as performance appraisals of the contractors who do 

work with the Yukon government — we have a pilot program. 

I spoke about that earlier in discussions this afternoon with the 

Leader of the Official Opposition. We are taking measures to 

make sure that there is a performance assessment of our 

contractors. It’s going to be rolled out with the new 

e-procurement system. I know that the member opposite had 

heard those answers this afternoon. This is part of the work that 

we’re doing to make sure that procurement is done better and 

that people who do good work in the territory are rewarded for 

their work. 

Ms. Hanson: Thank you — two for three. The third part 

of the question was about the balance for fiscal year 2020-21. 

How much is being spent on the balance of the Tagish Road? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: To promote this debate, I will get to 

this very quickly: $12,600. 

Ms. Hanson: Early in the debate, the minister 

mentioned that, in fact — and I appreciate that there is the self-

assessment on the website for COVID-19. As the minister 

responsible for Highways and Public Works, what measures is 

he taking to ensure that all travellers who work for his 

department — so people who we know have been travelling, 

people who have been gone out of the territory. It says here that 

anybody who has returned to the Yukon from outside Canada 

on or after March 13 are required to self-isolate immediately 

for 14 days. Are those employees who self-isolate for 14 days, 

before there is any diagnosis or whatever, on paid leave or 

unpaid leave?  

Secondly, what measures does the minister have to ensure 

that people are doing that? The reason I ask this is because I 

had a worried phone call from somebody today who has a rare 

autoimmune disease who is aware of somebody who has just 

come back from a country outside of Canada and did not self-

isolate and is working in the Government of Yukon — not at 

home. 

Are they paid or unpaid if they are self-isolating, as per the 

directions that are provided by the chief medical officer of 

health? Secondly, what measures, as the minister responsible 

for the department, is he and every other minister — I would 

hope, because, incredibly, all of us are seized by this and want 

to make sure that we’re doing the right thing in the right way. 

What measures are being taken in his department to ensure that 

those employees who have returned to work from outside of 

Canada are following the direction of the chief medical officer 

of health? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I thank the member opposite for the 

question. COVID-19 is on everybody’s minds. Unfortunately, 
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she has me at a bit of a disadvantage because I have taken my 

Public Service Commission book upstairs. 

I’m happy to answer questions this afternoon on the 

2020-21 Highways and Public Works budget, and I did earlier 

give a fairly lengthy answer to the department’s response to 

COVID-19.  

I will say, without my notes here on the floor of the 

Legislative Assembly, that the Public Service Commission and 

the Public Service Commissioner are working very hard to 

ensure that no Yukoner suffers as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic. We are working very hard with our union partners 

to make sure that all employees are looked after through this 

unprecedented health crisis and that they are able to pay the 

bills, look after their families, and make it through the self-

isolation orders that have been made by the chief medical 

officer.  

Ms. Hanson: I am perplexed by that response. The 

minister has his deputy beside him. Could he ask the deputy 

what direction has been given to the employees of the 

Department of Highways and Public Works with respect to 

self-isolation if they have been outside of the country?  

Surely to goodness — we have pretty clear information on 

the website about it. It says that’s what you’re supposed to do. 

My question was pretty straightforward. I wanted to know: For 

those employees at the Department of Highways and Public 

Works who are required to self-isolate, are they on paid or 

unpaid leave? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The conditions for self-isolation 

have been well broadcasted and well communicated throughout 

the Yukon government. If a government employee for the 

Yukon government left the territory on international travel and 

arrived back in the territory before the order to not leave the 

country had been given, then they are entitled to payment. If 

they leave after the order — if they left the country after that 

order went out — then they will be forced to use their leave. 

So, we’re making sure that those who respected the order of the 

chief medical officer of health are not impacted by the order to 

self-isolate. That’s where we’re at right now, Mr. Chair. 

Ms. Hanson: I’ll look forward to having confirmation 

from all the ministers that similar information has been 

provided to all employees, and certainly when we get to the 

Public Service Commission, the minister can probably table 

with the House the information that has been provided — in his 

other role that he plays. 

One of the things that the government has talked about is 

how it can develop a means of taking benefit of having a more 

standardized approach to doing things. In previous capital 

budgets, there was discussion of scalable generic designs for 

schools and health centres, and I would presume that Highways 

and Public Works would be involved in the assessment and 

development of those scalable generic designs. I’m curious as 

to what has happened to that. I don’t see them represented 

anywhere, and I do see a number of capital projects for schools 

and health centres, but they don’t seem to be representing 

anything generic. Maybe the minister can clarify that. Maybe I 

don’t understand. I thought that the notion of “generic” was to 

try to find a way of moderating the expenditures, but perhaps 

the minister could respond to what was expended on the 

development of these scalable generic designs for health 

centres and schools in 2018-19 and 2019-20 and where we 

would see that implicated or reflected in the capital projects for 

those kinds of projects — those two broad areas of projects — 

in the capital plan that is before us this fiscal year. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: As the member opposite knows, we 

are building our very first elementary school in decades, 

Mr. Chair. This will be the first new elementary school built by 

the territorial government in a very long time.  

We are working with our partners in both Health and 

Social Services and Education to work to define scalable 

functional plans that will then be used to design the schools. 

The schools themselves require a lot of work because the sites 

the schools sit on and the geology that the schools are built on 

may require very specific designs and foundations — that type 

of thing. We are working on a functional plan that will be 

applied to the school that is generic and applied to all schools 

going forward. It will help save money as we go forward.  

Ms. Hanson: The minister’s budget indicates that 

$1 million to $2 million has been spent on the Whistle Bend 

school this year. How does that relate to the previous year’s 

budget? It is not an amount; they are just target amounts for this 

scalable stuff. How does that relate to what was in the previous 

capital budget plans? When we have asterisks as opposed to 

amounts in the capital plan, it is a little hard to figure out what 

was actually meant for the fiscal year that year. I am only going 

by what it said in the depiction.  

This would be page 4 in a previous budget — the capital 

plan. It has an asterisk, but it doesn’t tell me how much is that 

scalable plan. How much has been done so far on the scalable 

plans? Is that what we’re going to have at the end of 2021 — a 

scalable generic plan? What is the cumulative total that has 

been spent on this scalable generic plan since it first started 

appearing in the capital plan? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I can report that the functional plans 

are done and they are using them. They’re active. 

Ms. Hanson: Thank you for the answer, and the second 

part of that was the cumulative total that has been spent on 

developing those scalable plans since they first appeared in the 

capital plan. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I will have to get back to the member 

opposite with that number. 

Ms. Hanson: I appreciate that. Mr. Chair, one of the 

questions I have — and I am mindful of the time — over the 

last number of years, we have raised the question with respect 

to placement of street lights along the highways. It seems to be 

kind of random, but my former colleague — Mr. Tredger, when 

he was Member of Mayo-Tatchun — many times raised the 

question, at the behest of his constituents, of the placement of a 

street light at Stewart Crossing. 

Now, I happen to have frequent travels along the south 

Klondike Highway and then turning left on the secondary road 

toward Tagish, and I can tell you that it is like a highway 

interchange. There are — well, I would say dozens, but the 

minister, I am sure, can correct me — many, many, many street 
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lights that have been suddenly erected there. So, I am 

wondering: Do we have a street light at Stewart Crossing yet? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I will get back to the member 

opposite. I think that, at this time, we do not have street lights 

equivalent to what they are at the south Klondike Highway 

intersection in that community. 

Ms. Hanson: Nobody is asking for an equivalency. I 

would suggest, quite frankly, that it is overkill at that corner; it 

is blinding. I don’t know what it is for. Actually, if we looked 

at where the Highways camp or office is — it is around on the 

Tagish Road; it is not on that corner there. It is just blasting 

lights into firewood. It has nothing to do with the highway. I 

am not sure what the resistance is.  

So, could the minister also explain why there is a dark 

patch as we approach the Carcross Cut-off to turn right to go 

down the south Klondike — the paucity of lighting there?  

How is it determined? How do you determine how many 

lights you need at one corner — a way down the south Klondike 

Highway approach — not even in the Village of Carcross? I’m 

sure they don’t want that much light pollution — whereas at the 

corner, people have complained to me that it’s not well lit. This 

is approaching to turn right on the Carcross Cut-off — so where 

the mailboxes are. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: This is the very first I’m hearing 

about the dark patch at that intersection. My officials will 

certainly investigate. 

Mr. Cathers: I have a few questions for the minister. 

They do relate to an issue where I do find myself in agreement 

with the Member for Whitehorse Centre about the declining 

information that is contained within the budget. The budget 

highlights — as the minister will be well aware since I’ve raised 

this many times in the past — have shrunk down dramatically 

from what they used to be. They used to typically be a list of 

major projects, including highway projects, that we just don’t 

see in the budget now. So, I’m left then having to resort to 

asking the minister questions here in the Legislative Assembly 

or else trying to get that information via letter, instead of just 

being able to read it.  

The minister will recall that there’s a planned project to 

upgrade the Alaska Highway on either side of the Mayo Road 

intersection — or the north Klondike Highway intersection if 

you prefer — and that the project has gone through YESAB. It 

would widen two kilometres of the road. It would create, 

through that section, two lanes in each direction and would 

have the resulting effect of longer turning lanes and a through 

lane through that intersection.  

As the minister will recall, the project was originally 

planned to begin construction in the summer of 2018 and has 

not proceeded to date. When I wrote to the minister last year 

regarding this project, he indicated that the project might 

proceed this summer, subject to budgetary approval. Of course, 

that is a project that I support going forward and that would 

address safety concerns that have come up many, many times 

from my constituents regarding this intersection. 

Can the minister please tell me: Is there funding for that 

project at the corner of the Mayo Road and the Alaska Highway 

in this year’s budget? If so, can he indicate what the expected 

timelines are for that project? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: In the interest of time, I’m not going 

to repeat myself, although I guess I will have to, because I 

answered this question for the Leader of the Official Opposition 

about an hour and a half ago. It’s $5.4 million for the north 

Klondike intersection. It is being done this year. 

Mr. Cathers: I’m pleased to hear that there is funding in 

the budget for that. I had missed the minister’s reply earlier, so 

I am glad to hear that. That will be welcome news. 

Another project that the minister will recall that I have 

written to him about and I have written to the Premier about — 

and we have discussed it many times here in the Assembly — 

is that there continue to be ongoing concerns from my 

constituents about safety issues related to the Takhini River 

bridge on the Mayo Road. There have been issues in the past, 

including one rather serious collision that also shut down the 

highway for quite some time one winter day. 

As the minister is aware, I have asked the government to 

look at options such as replacing the bridge with a wider bridge, 

as well as, at the tail end of the last government, there had been 

planning work done to add a pedestrian walkway as an interim 

measure onto the bridge to allow pedestrians, cyclists, 

equestrians, and others to be able to safely cross instead of 

going across the main deck of the bridge, which puts them at 

some risk. 

Can the minister indicate whether there is funding for the 

Takhini River bridge in this year’s budget? If so, what 

improvements to it are currently planned? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: To expedite this answer, I will say 

that an engineering review by bridge engineers confirmed that 

the Takhini River bridge and the existing highway alignment 

are safe. Highways and Public Works repainted the centre line 

of the bridge to increase safety and visibility following a 

vehicle accident. Some deck potholing was observed this year, 

which has been repaired and has improved driving quality. A 

strengthening project was completed in September 2017 to 

improve the bridge’s capacity for supporting heavy loads, and 

we will continue to monitor traffic on the bridge to inform any 

requirement for future maintenance. 

If I could impose on my good colleague across the floor to 

please speak up; I am having a very hard time hearing him this 

afternoon. 

Mr. Cathers: I will attempt to speak up if I was not 

talking loudly enough for the minister to clearly hear me.  

What I think I heard the minister indicate is that there is no 

funding in the budget for the bridge and that the addition of a 

pedestrian walkway on the bridge — is that something that 

there is any funding for, or has the minister or Cabinet decided 

not to include funding for that in this year’s budget? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: There are no plans. 

Mr. Cathers: That was certainly not the news we were 

looking for. I would point out that the fine print on the 

minister’s technical review, I am sure, includes the fact that 

currently the bridge is not officially rated for pedestrians and 

others to use it, but pedestrians — and cyclists especially — do 

use the main deck of the bridge because there is no proper 
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walkway for them. Many of my constituents feel that it is just 

a matter of time before a serious accident happens there. I will 

leave it there in the interest of time. Obviously, if it is not in 

this year’s budget, it’s not in the budget. 

Another issue that I have corresponded with the minister 

about and raised many times in the House is the condition of 

the Takhini River Road. As the minister will recall, the road 

was never properly built. It resulted from what originated as a 

Cat trail that has had work done to it over the years, but it has 

never had a proper roadbed or proper ditches to allow for the 

right drainage. Typically, several times a year, it turns into a 

rather soupy surface. Due to the increasing number of people 

who live down the road and increasing traffic — both 

residential and commercial related to farms down at the end of 

the road — it creates an unsafe situation. I have had several 

constituents tell me that they have had to spend thousands of 

dollars of repairs to their vehicles — everything from their 

shocks being damaged to needing to have the alignment redone 

multiple times due to the road surface deteriorating, with the 

potholes and washboard conditions causing problems.  

As the minister will recall, in the past, I have asked him to 

make repairs urgently when there were problems. Some of that 

work has occurred. I have also asked the government to invest 

in major upgrades to the Takhini River Road to improve the 

ditches, develop a proper roadbed, and improve the surface. 

Can the minister indicate whether there is funding for Takhini 

River Road in this year’s budget and, if so, what that funding is 

intended for and the amount? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: My good colleague across the way 

— we have corresponded an awful lot about this constituency 

issue that he has brought to my attention on several occasions. 

I’m happy to discuss it again on the floor of the Legislative 

Assembly during this budget debate. 

Yukon highways connect us to our families and friends and 

they bind our communities together. Across the territory, our 

government is making investments to make these critical links 

safer and more efficient. When a culvert froze and caused a 

major washout on the Takhini River Road in the spring of 2018, 

the Yukon government responded immediately, completing 

repairs to re-establish access to both lanes. In the 2018-19 fiscal 

year, we invested $263,000 in repairs and maintenance of the 

Takhini River Road in my good colleague’s riding to improve 

the drainage and driving surface of the road. In 2019-20, a 

further $25,000 was invested in order to complete some 

additional repairs. The required repairs to the road failures are 

complete and no further work is planned at this time. 

Highways and Public Works will of course continue to 

monitor the Takhini River Road and provide maintenance 

where and when required. 

Mr. Cathers: I appreciate the minister reading his notes 

on that, but I would just mention to him that I am being quite 

serious when I say that I’ve heard from multiple constituents 

who had to repair their vehicles at the cost of thousands of 

dollars because of the condition of the road. This is an issue that 

comes up regularly from constituents. There’s a substantial 

number of properties down that road, and it is as large as some 

Yukon communities. 

This road is quite important. It is also, at times, including 

last year — there were times when, if there was a fire at 

someone’s home or an urgent situation that required emergency 

medical services, the road would not have been passable down 

to the end of it for people who needed either an ambulance or 

fire, and the same could happen affecting police. This is a major 

concern for my constituents. 

I would also point out to the government that it’s a major 

liability issue for government if an event of that type occurs and 

emergency responders are not able to get to the home of one of 

my constituents when they desperately need it due to the 

government’s failure to invest in Takhini River Road. 

So, clearly, the money is not in the budget now, but I would 

urge the minister to reconsider the government’s position on 

this and recognize that this road is in serious need of work to be 

brought up to a proper road standard for the number of people 

who live down it and the amount of traffic. 

Another area that I will ask the minister about — again, we 

have corresponded on this matter. I had it raised with me by 

someone who is concerned about the IMPACT program that a 

number of the people who go through the Driver Control Board 

had previously been mandated to take. Due to the cancellation 

of funding by the Yukon government, there is now a gap in 

services. I appreciate that the minister just responded to me in 

a letter about it, but I would note that, in sharing that with the 

Driver Control Board, they remain concerned that the services 

are not in place to fulfill the services required for this board and 

the orders that it has issued for Yukon drivers, pursuant to its 

mandate. 

I would ask the minister to indicate what work is being 

done to fill the gap that currently exists and if he could indicate 

when they intend to have a solution in place that will allow the 

required services to be there for Yukon drivers who are under 

the order of the Driver Control Board to have that order of the 

Driver Control Board fulfilled. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I provided a fulsome written 

response to the member just last week. Nothing much has 

changed in the intervening four days. 

Mr. Chair, seeing the time, I move that you report progress. 

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Mostyn that the Chair 

report progress. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

resume the Chair. 

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that the 

Speaker do now resume the Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

May the House have a report from the Chair of Committee 

of the Whole? 
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Chair’s report 

Mr. Hutton: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21, and directed me to report progress.  

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Chair of 

Committee of the Whole.  

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried.  

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Seeing the time, I move that the 

House do now adjourn.  

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the House do now adjourn. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m. tomorrow.  

 

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 
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Yukon Legislative Assembly 

Whitehorse, Yukon  

Thursday, March 19, 2020 — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order.  

At this time, we will proceed with prayers. 

 

Prayers 

Speaker’s statement re social distancing in the 
Chamber 

Speaker: Before we proceed with the Daily Routine, I 

would like to draw members’ attention to the fact that the 

seating arrangements have changed in the House today to 

accommodate social distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

These measures have been enacted by the Chair on the 

strong recommendation of the chief medical officer of health, 

with whom I spoke this morning, and are similar to what is 

occurring in other legislative assemblies that are still sitting or 

are contemplating returning to sit for their own emergency 

measure debates. 

DAILY ROUTINE 

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper.  

I don’t believe that we do have visitors — introduction of 

visitors? 

Tributes. 

Are there any returns or documents for tabling? 

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As the Minister of Education, I have 

a legislative return that I would like to file in response to a 

question by the Member for Copperbelt South on 

March 11, 2020. It is an answer to a question that he asked on 

that day. 

 

Speaker: Are there any reports of committees? 

Are there any petitions? 

Are there any bills to be introduced? 

Are there any notices of motions? 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

Mr. Cathers: I rise today to give notice of the following 

motion: 

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to work 

with the Yukon Agricultural Association, Growers of Organic 

Food Yukon, the Fireweed Community Market, farmers, 

market gardeners, and processors to increase the production of 

locally grown food this year. 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I rise to give notice of the following 

motion:  

THAT, pursuant to Standing Order 2(5), the House be 

empowered to sit beyond 5:30 p.m. today for the purpose of:  

(1) completing Committee of the Whole consideration and 

third reading of Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21; 

(2) receiving the Commissioner to grant assent to bills 

passed by this House; and 

(3) if unanimous consent is granted, debating a motion to 

adjourn the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly, notwithstanding Standing Order 75(2).  

 

I also rise to give notice of the following motion: 

THAT the House, at its rising on Thursday, 

March 19, 2020, do stand adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Thursday, 

October 1, 2020.  

 

Speaker: Are there any further notices of motions? 

Is there a statement by a minister?  

This then brings us to Question Period.  

QUESTION PERIOD 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — Opposition 
briefings  

Mr. Hassard: Across the country, governments have 

been providing regular — sometimes even daily — briefings to 

the opposition parties on their response to COVID-19. In 

Yukon, for two weeks, we’ve been trying to set up these regular 

briefings, and so far, we’ve only been able to get one.  

Now, these briefings are important for the opposition 

members to relay accurate and up-to-date information to our 

constituents. So, will the Liberals agree to provide all parties 

with regularly scheduled briefings on our response to and 

preparedness for the pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: In a nutshell, yes. We have been 

working with the chief medical officer — a request was put in 

to that medical office in support of having regular briefings for 

the opposition from their department. I hope the members 

opposite can understand how busy that department is right now. 

We are waiting for a response there. We will check back in 

today. I apologize for the lag.  

But when it comes to our government specifically and 

those updates — we will definitely work with the opposition to 

make sure that they are updated and briefed accordingly.  

Mr. Hassard: I will remind the Premier that we have 

heard this for the past couple of weeks, and it still hasn’t 

happened. I would also remind the Premier that we’re getting 

hundreds of questions from constituents on this topic, and all 

we’re looking for is answers and information that we can 

actually pass on to our constituents. 

When the Premier is having these conversations, will he in 

fact find out how regular these briefings will take place, as well 

as when they will actually begin to happen? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Again, we will look into the specifics 

of the questions from members opposite. We have been 

providing updates. We have talked about — not specifically to 

the opposition, but we have talked about the $4-million package 

that we provided to workers and to businesses. We have talked 

about COVID-19 testing and the supports available online. We 

have talked about the business advisory council, which has 

been set up to work with the private sector business community. 
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We have talked about the federal changes — the federal 

employment insurance sickness benefits. We know that all of 

this information and all of these supports are available on 

yukon.ca and canada.ca as well, for the most updated 

information possible. 

If passed, all of the publicly available information that we 

have available — if the members opposite can give us a sense 

of what other information that they’re also looking for, then we 

would be grateful for that information. I guess the Member for 

Whitehorse Centre doesn’t like that approach, but at the same 

time, we will continue to get the information out there, as we 

have, and we will endeavour to get regular briefings for the 

members opposite in this ever-changing world. 

Mr. Hassard: Also on the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

have heard reports that the government is intending on using a 

local hotel as part of its pandemic response. We’re curious if 

the Premier can confirm if this is, in fact, the case, or not, and 

will he provide the House with details on these proposed plans? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Great questions, for sure. I’m sure 

Yukoners are wondering how well prepared we are. I assure 

Yukoners that we are well prepared in Yukon. We continue to 

work with our chief medical officer — recognizing that the 

chief medical officers are extremely busy, and they are 

attempting to find the time necessary — and we will continue 

to work with them so that they can provide the opposition the 

information required. 

A respiratory assessment centre is being considered here in 

the city, and it is going to be up and running in the next couple 

of days, and that will come out very shortly. 

I wanted to just take a moment to say that our community 

is working really hard together. We have NVD, who has 

stepped up to the plate and is working with us. We are 

identifying a respiratory assessment centre, and that is an 

indication to Yukoners that we are taking the advice of our chief 

medical officer of health, working very closely to take best 

clinical advice on what should be seen with this respiratory 

assessment clinic, and we will work with our health 

professionals to ensure that happens. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus impact on 
economy  

Mr. Istchenko: In light of what is going on in the world 

today and in the past few weeks, Canada’s major banks stepped 

up and announced that they will help customers with 

difficulties being experienced by the outbreak through tools 

such as deferral of mortgage payments. This is good news for 

Yukoners, who have already been struggling with the fallout 

from their loss of business. But the economic impacts on the 

Yukon are huge, especially with the closure of the US border, 

which will really hurt my community of Haines Junction. 

Actually, it will hurt all of the Yukon, Mr. Speaker. 

This government has only announced a tiny stimulus 

package that comes nowhere close to overcoming the massive 

decline that we are going to see in our economy this summer. 

We only need to look around to see local bars and restaurants 

closing and limiting. 

Will the government be announcing stimulus to support 

restaurants and retailers? I think what is really important for 

them is: When will this happen? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: It is good to know that the members 

opposite think that $4 million in immediate relief is puny — 

and also all of the other initiatives that are happening right now 

— billions of dollars flowing from the federal government — 

again, not enough for the Yukon Party, I guess.  

I will say, as far as the border restrictions that the member 

opposite talked about, our government is working very closely 

with our partners inside and outside the territory to mitigate the 

potential of economic impacts in the Yukon. We absolutely 

understand the importance of the United States’ market to 

Yukon, to our tourism industry, to our mining industry, and the 

effects long-term restrictions on discretionary travel could have 

on Yukon businesses. 

I spoke with the mayor of the hamlet of Skagway just 

yesterday, urging him to give me a letter of what he assumes is 

essential travel — because, contrary to what the member 

opposite said, the border is not shut down. We are making sure 

that, by working with both governments, essential travel 

continues. It is my firm belief that workers are essential travel. 

It is my firm belief that migrant workers are essential travel, 

and we want to push the two federal governments to make sure 

that they keep the border open so that our economy doesn’t 

suffer any more than it is already from COVID-19. 

There is a host of other responses that were involved in the 

massive package from the federal government, but I will 

reserve that for my next answer to the member opposite’s 

questions. 

Mr. Istchenko: I think Yukoners are really looking 

forward to the Premier announcing these stimulus packages and 

I think they’re wondering when.  

As the government contract policy currently stands, they 

can hold off on paying contracts for 30 days after receipt. With 

growing uncertainty from the pandemic, many Yukoners 

cannot wait a month to be paid for services already rendered. 

With more and more government employees self-isolating, 

there is growing concern that there will — will there be capacity 

to even meet the existing 30-day timeline? There are also 

concerns if contract work will even be available going forward.  

I’m just wondering, will the government commit to 

shortening the 30-day hold for paying out government contracts 

and pay Yukoners the money owed to them now to help 

overcome the economic uncertainty of this COVID-19 

pandemic? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: When it comes to the $369 million in 

capital assets that are getting out the door in this current budget, 

what we can do together is get that budget passed so that we 

have that money flowing to the businesses that need it the most. 

Absolutely. 

The member opposite talks about a stimulus package. We 

announced one this week. That stimulus package was 

$4 million identified right up front to support workers and 

businesses. We will continue to monitor the situation as we 

prepare to provide additional support as needed. We’ve made 

announcements on sick leave. We’ve made announcements on 
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government fees being waived. We’ve made announcements on 

grants for cancelled events. We’ve put up money for marketing 

tourism. We put up money for cultural industries. Workers’ 

Compensation Health and Safety Board premiums — deferring 

for businesses that are impacted by COVID-19. We also have 

the business advisory council as well.  

These are the actions that this government has taken. I 

don’t have enough time to go over all of the announcements 

that affect support for businesses from the federal government, 

but they are lengthy and we are combing through the details as 

to how they affect Yukon businesses as we speak. More 

announcements will be coming. We’re not even close to the 

apex of this yet. We know that we have much more work to do 

and this government is keeping that work done and we are very 

supportive and thankful for the support that we are seeing not 

only from the federal government but from our neighbour 

governments as well when it comes to the medical community 

— working with British Columbia, for example, is extremely 

important for Yukoners’ health and well-being.  

Mr. Istchenko: Yukoners, and we on this side, are very 

supportive that there are stimulus packages coming forward 

from the federal government, from this Liberal government and 

from other jurisdictions. I think people would just like a little 

more update on the details.  

When it comes to the question about the contracting being 

paid, I believe we got an answer on that. We’re just trying to 

help the government here.  

As I mentioned in my previous question, banking 

institutions, corporations, business leaders, and the federal 

government, have all stepped up with plans to help the average 

person try to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

using tools such as loan forgiveness, tax holidays, and more. 

Yukon municipalities are having similar conversations 

about what they can do within their power to help their citizens. 

They are concerned, and they want to help. Property taxes are 

due partway through Yukoners’ summer, but we have already 

seen the devastating impacts that this virus is having on our 

tourism traffic and markets. We know that, this year, that will 

not be the case. 

What does the government have in place to ensure that 

Yukon municipalities are in a financial position to do their part 

to support Yukoners who may have difficulty making ends 

meet this summer? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: We have ongoing conversations not 

only with municipality governments but also First Nation 

governments and the federal government to make sure that all 

aspects of COVID-19 are considered and that the financial and 

medical and mental health supports are there. 

The member opposite glazed over a few of the items that 

we’re working on government-to-government. Again, with the 

federal government’s announcements to support businesses, 

providing small businesses, small employers, a temporary wage 

subsidy of a period of three months — a great initiative from 

the federal government, announcing that all businesses may 

defer until after August 31, 2020, the payment of any income 

tax amounts owed before September 2020; export development 

corporations providing loans, guarantees, and insurance 

policies to exporters; providing more than $10 billion in 

additional support, largely targeted to small- and medium-sized 

businesses through the business credit availability program, 

and the list goes on and on. 

We will continue to monitor the situation. We are 

continuing to work whole-of-government and with all other 

governments to bring Canadians together for solutions. One of 

the most important pieces of those solutions is our 

municipalities. We are absolutely relying on our mayors and 

our councils to provide us with the information that we need to 

help support Yukoners where they live. We were told directly 

from the Prime Minister’s Office that they need to know the 

anecdotal information from the First Nation chiefs and councils 

and that they need to know the anecdotal information from 

municipalities as well. We will continue to support those 

governments in that pursuit. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — working 
from home  

Ms. White: Yesterday, public servants were informed of 

new arrangements with regard to working from home. In the 

memo to managers — and I’m quoting: “The goal of this 

directive is that as many employees as possible, taking into 

account operational requirements, are able to work from home 

in order to increase social distancing and aid in the prevention 

of the spread of COVID-19” 

Mr. Speaker, it would seem that some managers aren’t 

listening. Public servants are already e-mailing us, and they’re 

upset that their requests have been denied, even though they’re 

not in essential service positions and are entirely capable of 

working from home. 

Can the minister tell us why public servants are being 

denied the option of working from home? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I have been very clear with my 

responses to this COVID-19 crisis when it comes to the civil 

service. The health and well-being of our employees is 

paramount, and in order to bend the curve of this pandemic, we 

need employees to work from home, to get into their houses, 

and to get out of the workplaces. That’s what we are working 

on very, very diligently within the Public Service Commission, 

and I commend the civil servants who are working so very hard 

in these unprecedented times, in these uncharted waters, to 

actually bring about change to the workplace and to our society.  

The Public Service Commission takes the health and safety 

of all employees very seriously. Proactively responding to the 

COVID-19 situation is our top priority, and we are working 

collaboratively on several fronts in the government-wide effort 

to support the health and well-being of employees while 

ensuring that the programs and services that Yukoners depend 

on continue to be available to Yukoners through this crisis.  

The situation is continually evolving. The commission is 

well-positioned to adapt as needs arrive through ongoing 

communications, implementation of new human resource 

initiatives, and regular collaboration with our partners. We are 

closely following the advice and announcements of the chief 

medical officer of health, and I hope to answer more on the next 

question. 
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Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, it’s not often that I will agree 

with the Minister of the Public Service Commission. I agree 

that public servants should be working from home. The 

problem is that they are being denied. Youth programs have 

been cancelled, libraries are closed, and spring break has been 

extended for an additional two weeks. Families are already 

struggling with managing both caring for their families and 

work. Having the ability to work from home can ease the stress. 

Federal departments have deployed workers home. The City of 

Whitehorse has encouraged and supports their employees to 

work from home.  

So, Mr. Speaker, why is this government, the largest single 

employer in the Yukon, denying public servants the ability to 

work from home, and when is this government going to be 

doing everything possible to reduce the spread of COVID-19 

and flatten the curve by sending public servants home? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: An executive committee of deputy 

ministers established under the Yukon government’s pandemic 

coordination plan, and on the advice of the Public Service 

Commissioner, has issued a work-from-home directive to 

facilitate Yukon government departments entering into work-

from-home arrangements with their staff being implemented as 

soon as possible. 

Individual departments are responsible for identifying 

which positions may be suitable for working from home, for 

implementing their business continuity plans, and for 

collaborating with Highways and Public Works to ensure that 

employees have the technology and tools required to carry out 

their duties if working from home. 

Departments are now actively putting in place work-from-

home arrangements. We recognize that this will take some 

time, but we are making best efforts to put these arrangements 

in place as quickly as possible to support social distancing. 

Mr. Speaker, if the member opposite, the Member for 

Takhini-Kopper King, has a specific example, I hope that she 

brings it to casework so that we can actually deal with these 

problems directly and not deal in innuendo. So, please get us 

that information. I will be happy to look it up for her. 

Ms. White: Having worked in this position for nine 

years and having developed the level of trust that I have with 

the people, I invite the minister to ask them to trust him in the 

same way. 

So, Mr. Speaker, applications to work from home have 

been denied as of yesterday. Government offices are not set up 

to allow two metres of distance between desks, and shared 

workspaces are the norm for many government employees. 

Many public servants are feeling stressed and confused by the 

mixed messaging. They are hearing instructions that encourage 

them to apply to work from home, only to be denied. 

Another quote from yesterday’s memorandum — and I 

quote: “The impact COVID-19 is having on our work 

arrangements is rapidly changing and we need to ensure that we 

support our staff through these unprecedented times.” It goes 

on — and I quote: “Working together we can continue to 

support our employees through this challenging and fast 

moving situation.” 

So, Mr. Speaker, how does denying non-essential public 

servants the opportunity to work from home meet any of these 

objectives? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Once again, Mr. Speaker, the health 

and well-being of our civil servants is absolutely paramount for 

me. It is also paramount to society. The quicker we can get 

individuals out of the workplace and into their homes, the more 

effective our isolation procedures will be.  

We, on this side of the House, have issued a directive. All 

of our deputies have been informed, and they are working as 

quickly as possible to methodically get civil servants into their 

houses to make sure that we can continue to provide the service 

that Yukoners depend on from this civil service. 

The work of the Yukon government of delivering services 

to Yukoners in the midst of this pandemic is absolutely critical, 

and we have to make sure that those services continue. So, we 

are doing this methodically and carefully. If the member 

opposite has real information for me to deal with, please bring 

it forward. I would be happy to expedite the casework, because 

I want to know, and I want to make sure that this is going 

smoothly. So, please bring the information forward. Let’s work 

together in the face of this unprecedented problem, and let’s 

work together as the Government of Yukon, as civil leaders, to 

make this better and make this work. 

Question re: Whitehorse Emergency Shelter 

Ms. Hanson: As we have heard already today, Yukoners 

have received clear messages about social distancing and the 

avoidance of large gatherings. On Monday, the chief medical 

officer and the deputy chief medical officer of health restricted 

large gatherings to groups of no more than 50 people. The 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter is one location that has more 

than 50 individuals receiving services, such as meals and 

programming, every day. 

Mr. Speaker, what is this government doing to address the 

requirements for social distancing at the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As we look at the concerns being 

brought forward from our community, we are taking everything 

into consideration, much as we are with the citizens who reside 

at the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter — the citizens who come 

there to use the facility. We are taking every precautionary 

measure, as we are with all of our facilities, so that every 

Yukoner matters and their health and safety is protected. We 

will continue to do that with our health professionals, with the 

great staff that we have at the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter. 

I’m really happy to say that the department is working hard to 

ensure that all supports are in place for all of our citizens in the 

Yukon, and we will continue to do that good work. 

Many individuals from Whitehorse and the communities 

participate in activities at the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter, 

including meals and programming. Many of these individuals 

do not have secure housing and have to couch surf or move 

around to different families and friends’ homes. 

Yesterday, a UN expert said: “Housing has become the 

front line defence against the coronavirus. Home has rarely 

been more of a life or death situation…” 
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Mr. Speaker, what is the plan to support individuals who 

are homeless or couch surfing if they need to be safely 

quarantined? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: For reference, we were speaking earlier 

about the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter and what’s available 

there.  

When we started this process, we had 12 to 14 citizens 

accessing that facility, and I’m happy to say now that we 

provide supports to 50 or more people on a daily basis for 

shelter, plus we provide over 300 meals a day, and we will 

continue to provide that service. We will ensure —  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m sure the member opposite, if she 

would just stop for minute instead of being so aggressive all the 

time and listen to the answers, then we will get to the point —  

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Point of order 

Speaker: The Leader of the Third Party, on a point of 

order. 

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, that is inflammatory language. 

I’m going to go for Standing Order 19(i). It is abusive. 

Speaker’s ruling 

Speaker: The Minister of Health and Social Services is, 

to a certain extent, personalizing the debate. I would 

recommend that she perhaps steer clear of that.  

I would also ask all members to listen closely when the 

member who has the floor is speaking. Sometimes I have 

difficulty hearing. I have difficulty hearing the member who 

has the floor by virtue of some of the other comments that are 

occurring off-mic. There you have it.  

 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I will respond to the question that was 

asked. The question asked was: How many — and what are we 

doing at the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter? What is available 

there for supports? I’m attempting to answer that question to 

say that we are working with the chief medical officer of health, 

and we are putting in place the measures necessary at all of our 

facilities that we manage in Health and Social Services. 

Ms. Hanson: That was the first question. The second 

question had to do with homeless people who need to be safely 

quarantined.  

This government has large numbers of auxiliary-on-call 

workers across government, but more particularly in Health and 

Social Services. We know that the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter is currently staffed by 37 auxiliary-on-call employees 

who are providing support and supervision to the individuals 

who are living at the shelter, utilizing the overnight emergency 

beds, and having meals. Auxiliary-on-call workers and casual 

workers are not entitled to paid leave. 

Can the Premier confirm that auxiliary-on-call workers and 

casual workers will be entitled to the paid sick leave announced 

earlier this week? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Of course, we want to ensure that we 

have the necessary staff in place to provide the supports for all 

Yukoners when we are currently dealing with this situation that 

we find ourselves in. We are bringing in the supports that are 

required. If we need to do more, then we will do that.  

It’s essential that we pass this budget so that we can secure 

the positions that have been identified. There are 37 positions, 

and we will continue to ensure that those individuals are 

providing services and stability at the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter. We have a number of rooms set aside that will ensure 

security and safety of all of the clients. We have measures in 

place, and we will continue to work with the staff there. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus social 
distancing measures  

Ms. Van Bibber: Today, the Speaker’s office received 

advice from the chief medical officer of health to have us all 

rearrange our seating plan in these Chambers to account for 

social distancing. We have heard from many public servants 

that are concerned that they haven’t received information yet 

on what steps they should be taking in their workplace. 

Can the minister please tell us what the status of this work 

is and when it is expected to be completed? 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: I’m really happy to, once again, 

address this issue on the floor of the House. We appreciate the 

concerns being raised, and we have also heard from many 

concerned Yukoners, and we’re working around the clock to 

take the necessary measures to protect the public. 

The effort is happening in real time and methodically so 

that we do not unintentionally jeopardize essential services, but 

the goal is to get our workers into isolation to hinder the spread 

of this disease through the community. I have instructed 

officials that public health is a lens through which these 

decisions must be made. Managers are currently working to get 

their staff out of the offices and into their new, decentralized 

residential offices in their homes as quickly as possible. 

We have implemented the business continuity plan to 

make sure that the civil service and the hard-working people of 

this government — and they are absolutely working at 

breakneck pace under very trying times, supporting the regular 

programming, supporting this House, trying to work through 

the COVID-19 pandemic that we face, and also looking after 

their families as they go home from school and all the other 

issues that they have to face. 

I commend them for their work on this. We are working 

very hard to make sure that we maintain the services that 

Yukoners depend on. 

Question re: COVID-19 coronavirus — essential 
services preparedness  

Ms. McLeod: As we discussed yesterday, the health 

care field is not immune to capacity challenges that self-

isolation and potential exposure to the virus is imposing on our 

workplaces.  

The Yukon’s dedicated and tireless health care 

professionals work hard year-round. Yet, in the wake of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, things are likely to get busier. If our 

health care systems depend on overtime and the use of Outside 

agency nurses under normal operations, it begs the question: 

What contingencies are in place if we need additional health 
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care staffing, particularly in a time of national crisis where 

Outside nurses will be in demand across the country and be 

inclined to stay close to home where they can assist their own 

families? 

What is this government doing to ensure that Yukon has 

priority access to Outside-based agency nurses to respond to the 

pandemic? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: We are working — of course, we have 

had the conversation with the union to look at providing 

additional supports here in the Yukon. We are also looking at 

contracting a nursing agency to provide the necessary supports 

to the Yukon. We are working with the physicians, and we are 

working on a virtual arrangement so that we can free up some 

time for more supports, social distancing, and necessary 

protections for all of our citizens. We will continue to work 

with the agencies and work with our health professionals to 

ensure that we have adequate support on the ground in the 

Yukon. 

Ms. McLeod: In the event that the COVID-19 pandemic 

touches the Yukon, our medical system needs to be able to 

respond in a coordinated approach. We will need to utilize all 

of our dedicated health care professionals to the extent of their 

respective scopes. Our doctors and nurses will need to focus on 

their areas of expertise, and Yukon pharmacists, for example, 

must focus on theirs. 

Yet, after years of talk and very little action, this 

government has not kept its promise to give pharmacists the 

ability to administer publicly funded flu shots or extend 

prescriptions. If a publicly funded vaccine for COVID-19 

becomes available, there is still no billing system in place to 

allow pharmacists to administer the shots.  

Will this government take immediate steps to ensure that 

Yukon pharmacists have the ability to administer publicly 

funded vaccines and extend life-saving prescriptions? 

Hon. Mr. Streicker: I am not certain where the member 

opposite got that information, but I want to say that we did pass 

new regulations for pharmacists under the Health Professions 

Act that expands their scope of practice for them to better serve 

Yukoners. They can now adapt prescriptions, extend 

prescriptions, access and use lab results related to prescriptions, 

and administer injections. So, I’m just very happy that this is 

there. That wasn’t as a result of COVID-19; that actually 

happened before this happened.  

We just want to thank all of our front-line health care 

providers. We will do our best to try to empower all of them to 

serve Yukoners. 

Ms. McLeod: I believe that the minister missed the point 

of the question. 

Our office continues to be contacted by concerned parents 

regarding the confusing messages this government is sending 

regarding the safety of childcare during the pandemic. With 

yesterday’s announcement of Yukon schools being closed for 

an extended period of time, many parents who are unable to 

work from home don’t know what to do. 

Despite the measures being taken to prepare for the 

pandemic, including self-isolation and working from home, 

many of our territory’s dedicated essential services still need to 

show up for work, which means that they will have to find or 

rely on childcare.  

Can this government give Yukon parents a clear, 

uncomplicated answer on what they should do to ensure safe 

childcare arrangements for their children in the coming weeks? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Again, we rely on the chief medical 

officer to provide us with the necessary guidance. I believe that, 

only a couple of days ago, he made it quite clear with us. We 

will continue to work with our Family and Children’s Services 

branch to ensure a safe and careful approach to how we deal 

with childcare centres.  

At this time, of course, there are concerns from Yukoners 

and we always want to take that into consideration as we look 

at finding solutions. We have 67 centres, I believe, across the 

Yukon, and some have already elected to close on their own. 

He is working now on a specific solution for how we deal with 

childcare centres. We will work under his advisement with 

respect to how pharmacists are billed.  

I do believe that the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern 

Lakes spoke very succinctly about the response to the 

pharmacist regulations in allowing them to administer and bill 

accordingly. That is currently in negotiations, but that will be 

resolved through that process. 

 

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.  

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, I request the 

unanimous consent of the House to move, without notice, a 

motion that, pursuant to Standing Order 2(5), the House be 

empowered to sit beyond 5:30 p.m. for the purposes of:  

(1) completing Committee of the Whole consideration and 

third reading of Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21; 

(2) receiving the Commissioner to grant assent to bills 

passed by the House; and 

(3) if unanimous consent is granted, debating a motion to 

adjourn the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly, notwithstanding Standing Order 75(2). 

Unanimous consent to move without notice a 
motion to sit beyond normal hour of adjournment 

Speaker: The Government House Leader has requested 

the unanimous consent of the House to move, without notice, a 

motion that, pursuant to Standing Order 2(5), the House be 

empowered to sit beyond 5:30 p.m. for the purposes of:  

(1) completing Committee of the Whole consideration and 

third reading of Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21; 

(2) receiving the Commissioner to grant assent to bills 

passed by the House; and 

(3) if unanimous consent is granted, debating a motion to 

adjourn the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly, notwithstanding Standing Order 75(2). 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.  
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Motion to sit beyond normal hour of adjournment  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, I move:  

THAT, pursuant to Standing Order 2(5), the House be 

empowered to sit beyond 5:30 p.m. for the purposes of:  

(1) completing Committee of the Whole consideration and 

third reading of Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21; 

(2) receiving the Commissioner to grant assent to bills 

passed by the House; and 

(3) if unanimous consent is granted, debating a motion to 

adjourn the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly, notwithstanding Standing Order 75(2). 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader: 

THAT, pursuant to Standing Order 2(5), the House be 

empowered to sit beyond 5:30 p.m. for the purposes of:  

(1) completing Committee of the Whole consideration and 

third reading of Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21; 

(2) receiving the Commissioner to grant assent to bills 

passed by the House; and 

(3) if unanimous consent is granted, debating a motion to 

adjourn the 2020 Spring Sitting of the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly, notwithstanding Standing Order 75(2). 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you 

to all Members of the Legislative Assembly for their 

collaboration with respect to this matter and for the opportunity 

to speak to this. I will be very brief. 

I think we all agree — not speaking for anyone else — that 

the budget is, in fact, critical to Yukoners — Bill No. 203, 

which is noted in this motion. It is critical for certainty going 

forward in what is currently an uncertain world. It is critical for 

programs and services to continue. It is important and critical 

for businesses to know that the Yukon government’s five-year 

capital plan, for instance, will continue and to give security to 

Yukoners, with respect to the spending authority of the 

government going forward and the direction that is set out in 

this particular budget for 2020-21, to indicate the route ahead 

— which is changing hourly, as we know, but nonetheless, it is 

a critical signal to Yukoners that the government and this 

Legislative Assembly agrees to be supportive of their security 

and peace of mind. 

I would like to thank the parties for agreeing, as I 

understand is the case, to stay late tonight to work on behalf of 

Yukoners for the purposes of providing this budget certainty 

going forward, well into what is beyond the current spending 

permitted by the other bills that we passed earlier this week. 

None of us have an idea of how long this situation will last, and 

it is important that we signal to Yukoners that the government 

is strong and it is debating and then ultimately, hopefully, 

passing a budget for 2020-21 for the purposes of signalling 

forward how the government will maintain the course and 

adjust, as necessary, to all of the issues that are coming at each 

of us every single day — each Yukoner every single day — and 

that the security of their peace of mind is critical going forward. 

 

Mr. Kent: Granted, these are extraordinary times that 

we are living in right now, and those extraordinary times 

sometimes call for extraordinary measures. Obviously, earlier 

this week, we expedited debate, eventual voting, and then 

passage on the interim supply bill and the supplementary 

budget from last week, and we look forward to debating in 

Committee of the Whole today the Health and Social Services 

and Education budgets and other departmental budgets as much 

as we can so that we can provide some scrutiny around that. 

I’m hopeful that, this fall when the House reconvenes, 

whether or not all departments have votes in the supplementary 

budget that we expect to see this fall, the Premier will provide 

access to particularly those ministers and officials during 

general debate of the departments that we perhaps aren’t able 

to touch on in the work that we’re going to accomplish up to 

and beyond 5:30 p.m. today.  

We are supportive of this motion that is before the House 

before and I wish all Yukoners to stay safe, be healthy, and as 

a resilient bunch of citizens and individuals who we are up here, 

I know that we’ll emerge on the other side of this stronger than 

we were going in. 

Of that, I am certain. Again, these are extraordinary 

measures that we’re doing, and Yukoners can rest assured that 

we will do our job in the time today and into this evening to get 

answers on some of those bigger departments that we have 

identified to come before Committee of the Whole today. 

 

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the motion? 

If the member now speaks, she will close debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard on this motion? 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I thank the member opposite for his 

comments and for the collaboration going forward. I would also 

like just to take a moment to thank all of those who support this 

Legislative Assembly. We are making a decision to do this 

work in collaboration today and beyond the hours that might 

normally be required. There is a great thanks needed to all those 

who support this process — our staff in each of the offices and 

our staff in each of the departments who will be required to be 

here. In particular, I would like to express our thanks to 

Hansard and to all of the members of this Legislative Assembly 

for the purposes being here, working together on behalf of 

Yukoners. I think that, in extraordinary times, as the member 

opposite said, extraordinary measures are required. I hope, and 

I know, that we’re always here on behalf of Yukoners and that 

won’t change today, but I appreciate the support of all that will 

allow this process to play out this afternoon.  

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of the House to 

move, without notice, a motion to adjourn the House at its 

rising today until October 1, 2020.  

Unanimous consent to move without notice a 
special adjournment motion notwithstanding 
Standing Order 75(2) 

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant 

to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the 
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House to move, without notice, a motion to adjourn the House 

at its rising today until October 1, 2020.  

Is there unanimous consent?  

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

Special adjournment motion 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Speaker, I move: 

THAT the House, at its rising on Thursday, 

March 19, 2020, do stand adjourned until 1:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, October 1, 2020. 

Speaker: It has been moved: 

THAT the House, at its rising on Thursday, 

March 19, 2020, do stand adjourned until 1:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, October 1, 2020. 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I will be extremely brief with 

respect to this collaboration between the parties. This morning, 

conversations between the leaders and the House Leaders have 

taken place, and I’m pleased to present this on behalf of the 

Legislative Assembly and the government today for the 

purposes of providing some certainty as we go forward with the 

important business of this Legislative Assembly. 

 

Mr. Kent: I, too, will be brief and suggest that — 

hopefully, as this situation passes — the House Leaders can get 

together during the recess and come up with a plan. I mean, we 

would be looking to seek the maximum number of days for that 

Fall Sitting — and I believe that maximum number is 40 — just 

so we can take care of and get answers to some of the business 

that we weren’t able to do in this abbreviated Spring Sitting of 

the Legislative Assembly.  

 

Speaker: Is there further debate on the motion? 

If the member now speaks, she will close debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard? 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Again, I will take this opportunity to 

thank the Members of the Legislative Assembly and all those 

who support us in this work. There will be alternate ways for 

the members of the opposition to seek information, alternate 

from the House Sitting that we are speaking about today — 

opportunities to do that. We certainly commit to providing 

answers to their questions and as much information and 

cooperation going forward as possible. We expect, as suggested 

by the member opposite, that there are a lot of ways that this 

can happen, and we are certainly committed to making sure that 

our government is accountable. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 

the Whole. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House 

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Chair (Mr. Hutton): Committee of the Whole will now 

come to order. 

The matter now before the Committee is general debate on 

Vote 15, Department of Health and Social Services, in Bill 

No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Do members wish to take a 10-minute recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order. 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — 
continued 

The matter before the Committee is general debate on 

Vote 15, Department of Health and Social Services, in Bill 

No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Is there any general debate? 

 

Department of Health and Social Services 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would like to just take a moment and 

ask my support staff to come in and take their seats. I am 

pleased to present the 2020-21 main estimates for Health and 

Social Services. I have with me today Deputy Minister 

Stephen Samis and ADM of Corporate Services Karen Chan. 

The budget for Health and Social Services is entirely dedicated 

to serving Yukoners’ health needs — both mental and physical. 

In light of the global pandemic we are dealing with, we can 

all agree that ensuring Yukoners’ health needs are met — it is 

absolutely essential that we do that. 

I will keep my remarks short today so that we can proceed 

as quickly as possible, keeping in mind that the chief medical 

officer of health declared a public health emergency in our 

territory yesterday. That has urged us to focus our efforts on 

responding to that emergency. 

I am joined by my great staff here who will help to provide 

some information as we move along here as expeditiously as 

we can. I know that they are both extremely busy with local, 

national, and regional coordination here in the Yukon. The 

efforts of our health care system to manage the COVID-19 

situation is, of course, top of mind for everyone. In particular, 

they are both working tirelessly to identify our territory’s needs 

now and in the coming weeks and months so that we can 

effectively leverage federal government supports to manage 

health care needs in our territory. As the situation develops, that 

work is extremely pressing and absolutely critical.  

This budget was prepared before the global pandemic 

emerged. That federal funding will help us to protect the public 

health of Yukoners in the short term. We appreciate you joining 

us today to help explain the 2020-21 budget for Health and 

Social Services. In this budget, we are requesting $448,580,000 
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in operation and maintenance funding, an increase of 

4.5 percent over the last fiscal year. We are requesting 

$12,815,000 in capital funding, bringing our total appropriation 

request to $461,395,000. 

Estimates in this budget include funding for a shingles 

vaccine for Yukon seniors. It also includes support for those 

already enrolled in the pilot constant glucose monitoring 

project. More broadly, the Health and Social Services budget 

provides funding for NGOs and non-profits, long-term care 

facilities, emergency shelter in Whitehorse and in our 

communities, the Housing First residence in Whitehorse, 

community health centres, social assistance, the public health 

initiative, and staff salaries including for nurses and front-line 

staff. It also includes funding for our hospitals.  

Last year, we heard concerns from the Yukon Party about 

Yukon hospital funding. I am proud to say that, as we have 

every year since coming into office, we have increased the 

funding for the Yukon Hospital Corporation so it can continue 

to provide acute care for Yukon citizens, in addition to 

programs such as medical imaging, lab work, surgeries, and 

chemotherapy, as well as the extended orthopaedic surgery 

program. 

We will continue to work closely with the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation to respond to their changing needs as the 

COVID-19 situation develops. Just this morning, I spoke to the 

chair, and we’ll continue to have that ongoing dialogue to look 

at their needs as well. 

The last thing that I would like to note is that we appreciate 

the work of the MLAs to expedite the interim supply bill this 

week. This will ensure that funding is in place until the end of 

May. However, that bill only includes $100 million for Health 

and Social Services — not even a quarter of the budget needed 

to ensure that we can continue to meet the needs of Yukoners 

at all stages of their lives.  

We are anticipating additional costs as a result of 

COVID-19 mitigation efforts. We are tracking the spending so 

that we can work with the federal government to recover our 

added costs.  

But, let me be clear, the interim supply bill does not 

provide the department with enough financial flexibility to 

address the current situation beyond the next few weeks.  

In the coming days, we are opening a respiratory 

assessment centre staffed by physicians and health care 

providers where people can be tested for COVID-19. That will 

be coming out shortly.  

We are also working on a separate space that, if the need 

arises, could be used to house Yukoners who need to be isolated 

and are not able to do so in their own homes or in their own 

communities.  

We are also expanding the 811 line to increase capacity. 

We have activated an online self-assessment tool and are 

improving the website to ensure that Yukoners have easy 

access to key information.  

I cannot stress strongly enough how quickly people are 

working. The Yukon public service is meeting daily with First 

Nations and municipal governments to share information. The 

Yukon government is working hard to keep Yukoners safe and 

is, of course, keeping health at the top of mind of everyone as 

we manage the situation. To that end, I ask the opposition 

parties to please act responsibly and move as quickly as we can 

through the budgets and to be specific on the questions that they 

would like to ask, and I will do my best to respond appropriately 

to the questions.  

Ms. McLeod: Now, in last year’s budget, there was a 

line item of $100,000 to conduct a study or survey regarding 

homelessness in Watson Lake. Last November, I wrote a letter 

to the minister regarding this funding and what its status was. 

The minister referenced that a fulsome assessment was being 

undertaken by Help and Hope for Families Society of the 

housing needs for Watson Lake. This study was anticipated to 

be finished at the end of 2019. I wonder if the minister could 

now give us an update. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Actually, that study is due to be 

completed at the end of April of this year. 

Ms. McLeod: If I understood the minister, the date was 

extended beyond the end of 2019 until the end of April 2020. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: It was always April 2020. 

Ms. McLeod: I am just going on the basis of the 

information received from the minister previously.  

With respect to that report that is not due until the end of 

April, I wonder if the minister could tell us something about the 

capital request of $500,000 toward this project. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: If I can ask the member opposite to be 

more specific — because I am not finding that in my materials. 

If I can’t find it today, I will certainly endeavour to get that 

information at a later time. 

Ms. McLeod: It is located on page 5 of the five-year 

capital plan, which says up to $500,000 for a Watson Lake 

Housing First project, with $3 million or $4 million committed 

for next year. This just struck me as a bit off since the report is 

not done or expected until the end of April. The minister can 

respond to that at her leisure. 

I have a question about the mental health hubs. First of all, 

I would like to know if they are fully staffed. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am just trying to get the specific 

information. I do know that we have the four mental wellness 

hubs — Watson Lake, Carmacks, Haines Junction, and Dawson 

City. The objective is to ensure that we have reduced the wait 

times for mental wellness supports in all of our communities. 

Our objective is certainly always to ensure that we have a full 

staffing complement in each one of those centres.  

I would be happy to provide specific details on how many 

positions we have. The very specifics — we have already 

shared that, but I can get back to the member opposite. The 

current staffing in our communities — in Dawson City, we 

have three mental wellness counsellors, a youth/child 

counsellor, a clinical psychologist, a mental health nurse — we 

are recruiting for one mental wellness support counsellor, two 

support workers, and the list goes on. I can provide the member 

opposite with the information. We currently have all of our 

hubs staffed.  

Like every other sector of our government, there are 

vacancies. We will continue to fill those vacancies as they arise, 
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but rest assured that Yukoners have the support they need for 

mental wellness supports.  

Ms. McLeod: I have a question about the staff 

themselves. The minister can respond by letter if she wants to 

detail the positions themselves; however, my question is about 

the staff and whether all of them work out of the hubs 

themselves. For instance, if a mental health nurse works out of 

a hospital, are they considered to be part of the mental wellness 

hub? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The staff have their own separate 

offices in the communities out of the hubs. As we do with every 

community, we look at a collaborative care model. We work 

with our hospitals, we work with all of our health care staff in 

our communities, and we will continue to do this. For this 

specific instance, the mental wellness hubs have their own 

offices established in each one of the communities identified. 

Ms. McLeod: If I could get clarification — by way of 

letter is fine — about the positions and where they are working 

from, I think that might be helpful for people, because I didn’t 

get that they all work out of the mental wellness hubs, although 

I get that they have their own suite of offices. 

When we were in debate earlier on the concept of the 

mental wellness hubs, the minister indicated that there would 

be a report generated that would speak to the effectiveness of 

the mental wellness hubs and how they are addressing and 

meeting the needs of Yukoners. I’m wondering if that report is 

available. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Keep in mind that the mental wellness 

hubs were non-existent just three short years ago. We 

established the mental wellness hubs to provide really essential 

services and supports to our communities. Every year as we 

look at the hubs, we look at efficiencies, and we work with our 

communities around their community wellness plans. We want 

to continue to undertake that review with the respective 

communities. 

We are just now, through our comprehensive health review 

and through other measures, looking at all of our program 

services to ensure that they efficiently and effectively meet the 

needs of each one of our communities. The member opposite 

spoke earlier about the $500,000 that is actually identified in 

the Yukon Housing Corporation budget. I would be happy to 

speak to that when I rise to speak to the Yukon Housing 

Corporation budget. 

Ms. McLeod: Just my thought on this deferring 

discussion to another department — I just find it a bit odd, since 

it’s generated under Health and Social Services and this 

government likes to talk about a one-government approach. I 

will leave that there. 

If I understood the minister, then — that there has been no 

report generated to talk about the effectiveness of the mental 

wellness hubs, as the minister had indicated would happen 

within a year of their staffing, I guess, rather than at their 

creation. I will talk a bit more later about the health review 

itself.  

Some of the things that I would like to hear about when we 

are talking about the mental wellness hubs — something about 

client loads from community to community, where the four 

hubs are, and whether or not all of the staff are being fully 

utilized, which might indicate that there is a need for additional 

staffing. Of course, we can’t know that unless we know what 

the numbers are. So, if the minister could expand on that a bit. 

You know, when I am trying to establish where the mental 

health workers are located, I would also like to know how many 

of them are travelling workers — so they may reside in 

Whitehorse and service Mayo and Watson Lake or whatever 

the case may be. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: A very interesting line of questioning 

— wanting to know what the positions are, where they are, 

whether they reside in the communities, and where they travel. 

As I indicated, I can provide that information, but those are very 

specific details, and it will take me some time to respond. I 

would be happy to do that if that is the prerogative of the 

member opposite. 

There are a number of positions that we shared with the 

House previously, and I would be happy to do that again — 

very specific, detailed information and a map on where all of 

these positions are identified and the supports that they provide 

to Yukoners. We have expanded the support services to all of 

the communities. Every community has a support individual in 

the community — be it a mental wellness counsellor or a social 

worker — which we haven’t had previously. So, we look at 

efficiencies in each one of our communities. We look at 

designing and being adaptive in order to meet and provide 

services in the best way possible and so that it evolves with the 

community and the community surrounding it.  

Each one of our communities is very unique unto itself. It 

is imperative that we work with the communities. We have 

since added more positions to what we originally identified 

with our mental wellness hubs. I am very proud of the great 

work that is happening in our communities — introducing rapid 

access counselling throughout our communities. The wait time 

and delay time now has gone down to 72 hours, and we are 

trying to make that even shorter. If it’s imminent and you need 

support, we will make sure that you get the support required.  

We also now provide support to All Genders Yukon, 

collaborating with services in other sectors of our society, not 

just through the mental wellness hubs. We have other contracts 

as well that work to ensure that we provide the good work and 

the support to all Yukoners, no matter where they reside in the 

Yukon.  

We are adding additional funding to the hubs in 2020, so 

we have an additional $400,000 for that. We are looking at the 

comprehensive health review, and the recommendations that 

come out of that will give us a good indication of what is 

happening in our communities. We said that we would review 

the hubs as required, and we will continue to do that and have 

a look at each one of our local communities, ensuring that we 

have the necessary supports and adjust to their needs. 

Ms. McLeod: I recognize that these are specific 

questions, but they are the responsibility of the department, so 

I can’t apologize. 

Every week when I go home, I hear from people who say 

that the mental health supports are not sufficient to meet their 

needs, which is why I am asking the question and why I’m 
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looking for a report that the minister can point to that says, yes, 

the hubs are fully staffed and that, yes, they are fully deployed 

and that perhaps the government is satisfied that it is enough. I 

think, if we had a report by an independent body, that might 

help us decide that.  

I appreciate the minister mentioning five new mental 

health workers. As I understand it, those are fully dedicated 

workers for the Yukon Review Board, so I am not entirely sure 

how that helps out our mental wellness hubs. 

I am going to move on.  

The minister spoke about the — I guess, before I move on 

from mental health, it begs the question — with so many people 

out of work now and people wondering how they’re going to 

pay their bills, wondering how they’re going to pay the rent, I 

can only imagine it has led to a great deal more mental stress. 

I’m wondering what new initiatives have been put in place for 

all Yukon communities to deal with COVID-19 and those 

associated stressors. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Like the member opposite, we do care 

about Yukoners. We care deeply about Yukoners, and we will 

ensure that we provide the supports where supports are needed. 

We want to really assure Yukoners that we are working really 

hard and we are working around the clock. I want to just hold 

up my hands to the public servants in the government and all of 

our mental wellness support sector. We are working very 

closely with our service providers to ensure that they are on 

hand. They are an essential service in all of our communities, 

recognizing that people are under immense stress, and the 

stressors that they feel, we feel as well. 

I feel it. My little community of Old Crow is feeling it. So, 

every community is having some major challenges. We will 

certainly ensure that we provide supports in time. We have been 

doing that every day with our conference calls, taking a 

collaborative health approach, and communicating to our 

communities, through our Association of Yukon Communities 

reps, through our coordinated health approach. 

Now, I had just mentioned — when we talked about the 

mental wellness hubs — the rapid access response counselling. 

The objective of that is to provide the services very rapidly. The 

member opposite speaks about COVID-19 and the imminent 

stresses people are feeling. That’s the objective of the rapid 

access counselling support. 

Ms. McLeod: I thank the minister for her response. 

In talking about the health review, I believe a report was 

due to be tabled at the end of this month. Is that on track? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes. 

Ms. McLeod: When will that be? What is its future? Is 

it going to be released to the public? Is it going to be released 

to the Legislature? Just how is it going to be handled? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The independent expert panel is on 

track and we will, once we receive the report, look to the review 

and make the determination through the appropriate channels. 

When that is revealed, I will let the member opposite know.  

Ms. McLeod: So, there is no plan to — I don’t know — 

tell anybody outside of caucus offices, I guess, what is in the 

report, which I find distressing. Even if it were a matter of being 

tabled in the House, I would find it a little alarming if it’s not 

going to be revealed until October of this year.  

Is there anything in this year’s budget to reflect any of the 

work initiated by the health review?  

Hon. Ms. Frost: Let’s just say that suggesting that we’re 

not going to tell anyone is inappropriate. The independent 

expert panel did a very great job of consulting with Yukoners, 

seeking their input on efficiencies of health programming and 

supports. It’s very important that we take that into 

consideration. They’ve gone above and beyond and they’ve 

really gone out to look at Yukoners and seek their input. 

Certainly, we will take all of that under consideration and it 

would be — at this moment in time, we haven’t seen the report. 

So, when we see the final report, of course the adjustments will 

be made and we will look at the report for additional resources 

if required. 

So, at this point in time, no.  

Ms. McLeod: I mean, the obvious question for me to ask 

is when the health review will be implemented, but I can 

already see where that answer would go so I won’t even ask 

that.  

A couple of questions about home care. In this year’s 

budget, there is an additional five full-time employees for the 

home care program.  

According to the officials, 0.5 of an FTE is for 

administration, particularly to do with the scheduling of staff 

for weekends. That leaves 4.5 positions. I’m wondering where 

those positions are located. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As we look at home care, we also need 

to look beyond home care. We need to look at the supports we 

provide to Yukoners who want to re-enter their homes or the 

re-enablement units at the Thomson Centre — so we look at the 

whole care — not just acute care, but how do we transition the 

client from the hospital to home? That means that we make 

some adjustments in ensuring that we provide necessary 

supports to our citizens who choose to remain at home. 

In the last four years, the budget for the home care program 

— from 2015, there was $5,833,000 and, this year, we have 

$9,863,000, and that’s really an expansion in the scope of care. 

We’re looking at nursing staff; we’re looking at home support 

workers; plus we have weekend supports as well. We also need 

to consider that, in every one of our communities, we’re 

providing family support workers and similar positions to our 

communities. The home care program provides care 

coordination, regional home support, community-based 

nursing, and regional therapist services — so trying to 

coordinate that efficiently so that we can maximize 

opportunities for resources and supporting our clients. 

All of those positions are out of Whitehorse, but by virtue 

of that, they support the communities as well. 

Ms. McLeod: I am not clear on where those 4.5 new 

positions are. Are they all located in Whitehorse? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes, all the positions are in 

Whitehorse, and as I noted, we are working with our 

communities. We have alternate positions in our communities. 

These individuals will also be working out of Whitehorse and 

supporting our communities. 
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Ms. McLeod: Now, if I had some folks in, let’s say, 

Watson Lake who wanted to know what improvements have 

been made to home care programs in their community in the 

last year, what can I tell them? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m not certain that I’m speaking very 

specifically about Watson Lake. I don’t know that specific 

information, but what I can tell the member opposite is that 

home and community work is essential to supporting the work 

of the aging population and we have identified that in our aging 

action plan — of course, emphasis on the home philosophy. 

How do you stay at home longer? We will continue to ensure 

that we provide supports and enhancements to all of our 

citizens, no matter where they reside in the Yukon, and that is 

the objective of this increased funding — to ensure that we have 

positions supporting the communities. 

I’m not sure about Watson Lake, but if there is a specific 

question, I would be happy to respond to that. 

Ms. McLeod: I used Watson Lake as an example, but it 

could have easily been Dawson City or Mayo or Carcross — 

anywhere outside of Whitehorse. 

My question is about whether or not services and supports 

have been increased in the rural communities — rural Yukon. I 

appreciate the motherhood statements about the goals of the 

program and I support them — absolutely — but I do know 

that, for some of our folks, they are getting an hour a week and 

it is not enough. So, I am looking for whether or not there have 

been any improvements for them. 

I know that these things were brought up when there was a 

panel that went to talk to some of our seniors and elders to find 

out what their thoughts were about the home care program. I 

never did see a report on that. I appreciate that there has been 

an increase in funding and I thank the federal government for 

that, actually, because they pumped about $5 million into this 

program, which leads me to another question, of course. I 

believe it was last year that there were $210,000 of those federal 

dollars that went into this program. I am wondering: In this 

year’s budget, how much of the federal funding is added to the 

home care budget? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: All of the funding is Yukon 

government funding.  

Ms. McLeod: My question is: What happened to the 

federal funding that they announced?  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I just wanted to speak specifically to 

the budget. So, we’ve increased the budget from last year. 

There are significant resources in this year’s budget — 

$680,000, to be exact. We will continue to work with our 

federal colleagues, and if there are resources available, we will 

ensure that we get access to some of that funding. At this 

moment in time, what I presented is the budget that we have 

available here in the Yukon.  

The bilateral agreement included the $680,000. 

Ms. McLeod: I’m a little bit mystified then, because 

there was a big press release regarding the additional roughly 

$5 million for mental health supports and $5 million for home 

care, which was supposed to be paid over a 10-year period. My 

question is: Where’s the money? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The $680,000 from the previous 

budget is still there in this year’s funding.  

Ms. McLeod: So, by my reckoning, then, that is 

$680,000 plus the $210,000 from the previous year — is that 

the sum total of the money that has been received from the 

federal government for home care through their 

announcement? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The current budget for this year is 

$9,863,000 to provide support to all Yukoners. That’s inclusive 

of the federal funding that we’ve received.  

Ms. McLeod: Just for clarification, did the minister say 

that the budget of $5 million was entirely federal funding? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: No, that’s not what I said.  

Ms. McLeod: Thanks. Maybe the minister can clarify 

that, because she just referenced a $5 million-and-change 

budget figure, when, a few minutes ago, she said the budget 

was $9 million and some. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: That was from 2015 — the funding that 

was in the support program at that time. I was referencing the 

increase to where we are currently and the expanded scope of 

care for all Yukoners through the mental wellness hubs, 

through the counsellors within every one of our communities 

and our social workers in our communities. That’s what this 

covers. 

Just so I’m extremely clear for the record: The funding of 

$5,833,000 was from 2015. This year, we have $9,863,000. A 

portion of that came from the federal government. The 

objective is to provide centralized support to all Yukoners to 

ensure that they have mental wellness supports, and it ensures 

that we have rapid access counselling under the current 

situation we find ourselves in. 

Ms. McLeod: I guess I’m just trying to get clear on the 

funding that the federal government has contributed with regard 

to money for mental health supports and a separate pot of 

money for home care. 

The federal government was very specific about those two 

programs when they announced their funding. In the budget 

documents from last year — I believe it was last year — the 

budget documents — the supplementary information that the 

department provided specifically laid out $210,000 recoverable 

from that program. I believe the minister is indicating that, this 

year, it’s $680,000, but what’s less clear is whether or not that 

went specifically to home care or if it was more broad-based or 

that it was funnelled into additional mental health supports — 

I can’t follow the money. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: A bit of crossover between home care 

and mental wellness — I can answer the mental wellness 

questions separately, but the home care budget — I just gave a 

very specific answer on that. $680,000 comes from the federal 

government, and the home care — pardon me, the mental 

wellness question was asked earlier. I gave the specific answers 

on that one. 

Ms. McLeod: Okay. Roger that. I’m not talking about 

mental wellness in this case. The minister has said $680,000 

federal dollars in this budget for home care, which should leave 

in excess of $4 million remaining to be received from the feds 

under a 10-year program.  
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Does the minister have any idea at this time as to how this 

is going to roll out? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The member opposite is speaking 

about $4 million over 10 years. I am not exactly clear what the 

member opposite is speaking to, so if she could be more clear, 

I would be happy to respond to that question.  

Ms. McLeod: Maybe I should back up a bit.  

Does the minister remember the announcement of 

$5 million and change — I don’t have the exact figure — that 

the federal government announced as a contribution to the 

Yukon? It was a 10-year program. Let’s start there. Let’s 

establish that figure. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am just seeking clarification here.  

We received funding for the first five years. Where we are 

right now — it ramped up to where it sits currently at $680,000. 

We are negotiating the next five years. My understanding is 

that, in the year coming, we will get another $684,000 exactly. 

Ms. McLeod: Thank you very much for that. I am sorry 

if I am blasting you from time to time. 

I want to just move on to daycare. I thought I heard the 

minister reference earlier, in the last couple of weeks, that there 

were improvements being made to daycare funding. Can the 

minister tell us something about that? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The early learning childcare program 

was negotiated under the mandate of Minister Duclos, and 

Yukon receives $7.2 million in funding. That will roll out over 

three years. We have come to the end of that term. We now 

have a one-year extension on that agreement. I do believe that 

the amount is $2.3 million. I will clarify that, but the extension 

has continued on. We will see that in this year’s budget. There 

is no disruption to the early learning childcare program funding. 

Ms. McLeod: I appreciate that information. So, there is 

$2.3 million for this one-year extension. If I understand the 

minister correctly, that is simply to maintain current funding 

levels. What happens at the end of this year? Is there going to 

be a drop in funding for childcare? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The funding that we’re negotiating 

with Canada is a continuation of previous years’ funding. The 

objective is to get another three years of funding, and that’s 

what we’re negotiating right now. We want to ensure that we 

get sufficient resources here in the Yukon, a continuation of 

what’s there right now. There will be no disruption of services. 

Ms. McLeod: Is there anything in this budget that will 

increase funding to childcare centres, either through the direct 

operating grant or through subsidies or other mechanisms? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With regard to rural childcare, the 

question is whether or not the funding will be maintained at the 

same level or increase. We are working through the department, 

looking at the funding that we have right now and ensuring that 

the funding remains consistent for all of our communities.  

We are negotiating currently with the federal government 

for the continuation of the early learning childcare budget, 

which we hope to finalize. I hope that there are the increments 

that we have asked for. 

We have also taken an extended measure, and that was to 

look at our rural childcare program and a special review of the 

Little Blue Daycare and the Watson Lake daycare. 

These programs are the only non-profit licensed childcare 

programs in rural Yukon. We’ve worked with the communities 

to ensure the sustainability of these pilot projects, and we will 

continue to provide the supports there. I’m really happy with 

that. We have, as of January 2020, significant resources in the 

budget to provide support. On January 14, 2020, in fact, we had 

$92,173 of a direct operating grant provided to these two 

childcare centres. My understanding is that we had $581,000 

approximately for the pilot project.  

Ms. McLeod: So, I understand that the minister is 

negotiating an additional three-year funding agreement. I 

presume this one-year extension will form part of that and that 

the current levels of funding will continue. I did not hear that 

there would be an increase for any childcare centre, and the 

minister can correct me if I’m wrong on that.  

Now, given that childcare centres are affected by 

COVID-19, what kind of instructions have been given to 

childcare centres on how they should be managing both 

additional cleaning or social distancing or limiting numbers? If 

the minister can comment on that.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I just wanted to make a comment. The 

member opposite is not used to holding the mobile mic. I have 

a hard time hearing you because you’re moving the mic around. 

If you can just speak into the mic, that will be really helpful for 

me.  

Now, we are working with — again, negotiating with the 

federal government on the funding for the childcare centres, as 

I noted. My intention is to ensure that we provide the necessary 

supports.  

We are working with the chief medical officer on the 

childcare centres and ensuring that we actively work with 

Family and Children’s Services to ensure a safe and careful 

approach to childcare centres during these times. With children, 

care and safety is an utmost priority for all of us.  

Childcare centres and parents are asked to be vigilant about 

monitoring their own symptoms and to practise good hygiene. 

We will sit and work with the chief medical officer, looking at 

working with the 67 childcare centres we have across the 

Yukon. That is being monitored very carefully as we speak. 

Ms. McLeod: I can appreciate that it is difficult to listen 

to somebody waving around a microphone and it’s equally 

difficult for me to speak into it — so I like this arrangement 

here. 

How is the information on how childcare centres should be 

managed being relayed to them? Has an official directive gone 

out from the Department of Health and Social Services or from 

the chief medical officer? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Just conferring with the staff here 

around the chief medical officer’s recommendations. My 

understanding is that they are having a meeting with the chief 

medical officer to speak very specifically about this, and so we 

will await his instructions. We have staff in Health and Social 

Services who work with our childcare centres as well. We 

ensure that they receive all of the current and pertinent 

information to ensure the health and safety — which is on the 

forefront of everyone’s mind — and that we certainly practise 

good hygiene and be vigilant about monitoring our own 
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systems and practising frequent handwashing, sanitation, and 

all of that. 

Ms. McLeod: I just want to stress how important I think 

it is for this information to be directly relayed to all childcare 

centres so that nobody is falling through the cracks and the 

health and safety of our families is being safeguarded as best as 

it can be. 

I have a question about cataract surgery. I know that there 

has been an infusion of money into the program and we have 

managed to reduce wait times by some considerable bit. I 

would like to know what the wait time is today — right now, 

this month. Is it six months? Is it a year? The concern is that 

there are people in the Yukon who are obviously being denied 

driver’s licences because they are awaiting this surgery. So, it’s 

a matter of some urgency — if we can update them on how long 

the wait time is for Yukoners today. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The wait times for cataract surgery — 

I can get that information, but with the specifics on the budget 

around cataract surgery — I am just getting the numbers right 

now, but there is an increase. As part of year 2 of the plan, 

Health and Social Services is providing the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation with $644,000 in funding to ensure Yukoners’ 

access to ophthalmology services. We are ensuring that they 

provide that cataract surgery wait times are reduced as process 

of enhanced supports through the Hospital Corporation. 

Ms. McLeod: I look forward to getting that information 

from the minister. 

Just a question about the Whistle Bend continuing care 

facility — it’s my understanding that there’s a provision for a 

family-led advisory group to work with the staff at the care 

facility. I’m wondering if this has been set up and is in 

operation. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: That is still active at the Whistle Bend 

continuing care facility, and we’re ensuring that we have 

similar supports throughout all of our care facilities. 

Ms. McLeod: The group is set up; it’s running; it’s 

operating. Is it comprised of only family members, or how 

many staff are on that board? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: There is one in every home. 

Ms. McLeod: In this budget, there is $1 million for 

renovations to the Whitehorse shelter. Can the minister tell us 

about that? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The funding identified — the 

$1 million — for the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter is to do 

some renovations and retrofits on the exterior of the building. 

That is being done, of course, through consultation with our 

community groups, so that is where the funding is going. 

Ms. McLeod: Will this work be tendered? I am 

wondering when we might expect to see the tender. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes, it is going out for tender. 

Ms. McLeod: In the budget documents, there are 

probably more than two line items for the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. Can the minister tell us what this year’s 

operating expenses are for the Whitehorse shelter? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: What was in the mains in the 2019-20 

was $1,000,200 and that was a reflection of when we took over 

the facility and the lack of program service supports. That 

increase in 2019-20 mains of $2,361,000, for a total of 

$3,561,000 — that covers personnel and program supports 

there. 

Ms. McLeod: I have a few questions about 22 Wann 

Road. Can the minister confirm the date that youth began 

moving into the home and a little bit about how many youths 

are in the home and when it’s expected to be at capacity?  

Hon. Ms. Frost: The day programming for the facility is 

fully operational. We’ve identified three individuals who will 

be moving in very shortly. The day programming has been in 

operation for quite a bit of time now.  

Ms. McLeod: Can the minister define “shortly”? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: That’s happening this month.  

Ms. McLeod: When we talk about a day program 

operating at that facility, where would one find out about the 

programs that are available, how they can be accessed, and who 

they apply to? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With respect to the budget for the 

transitional support program, we’ve provided the resources in 

the budget to ensure that we work very closely with our staff to 

ensure that we have support programming for youth to engage 

on a daily basis. We have the day programming, we have the 

transition units for the older youth, and then we have some 

more controlled programming for youth who are younger, 

allowing for more family interaction as we indicated in our 

submission. 

Ms. McLeod: Thanks for the clarification on the 

programs that are being operated, but I wanted to know how 

people — citizens — find out more about the program.  

For instance, where will they find the information on how 

to access the program? Who qualifies to participate in the 

program? If I was a parent and was looking for some help for a 

child, where am I going to find that? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With the questions around the sharing 

of information, I am happy to respond to that sharing of 

information with the specifics around the budget. We do have 

the resources in the budget to provide the support — the staff 

complement for ensuring that the children are, of course, 

engaged in the process and are aware that these services are 

available to them. We do that through Family and Children’s 

Services. Every child within the care of government or who is 

in our community who needs supports can access the services 

offered in situ at day programming. 

Ms. McLeod: I understand then that you need to go 

through Family and Children’s Services if you want to access 

programming at 22 Wann Road. 

There were some renovations being done to the facility. I 

think it was fencing. Are the renovations completed? Maybe, 

as an aside, is the fencing done? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The renovations began on that facility 

because we identified a need for this service in the Yukon. The 

in situ program offered out of the facility on Wann Road is 

intended to provide supports and services to those young folks 

who wouldn’t be able to access programming elsewhere. It is 

day programming. The renovations were completed. We are 

offering services on a daily basis. We have individuals in the 

coming days who are moving in. We are very pleased about that 



March 19, 2020 HANSARD 1145 

 

and just want to commend the staff for doing such a great job 

in getting that facility up and running to provide these much-

needed services to our young people.  

Ms. McLeod: I didn’t quite get a clarification on 

whether or not the renovation was the fencing, but I will let the 

minister get back to me on that. 

I am wondering what the O&M is for one year at 22 Wann 

Road. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m not prepared to answer a question 

about when the fencing is going in or if it’s not going in. I think 

the objective is to ensure that we provide safe, appropriate 

facilities for our young people. The O&M expenditures for the 

facility — I will endeavour to get that information to the 

member opposite. At this moment, I don’t have it at my 

fingertips, but I would be happy to provide that. 

Ms. McLeod: I wasn’t questioning the need for fencing. 

I guess I’m unclear as to whether the renovations were the 

fencing and, if the renovations are done, it might, by extension, 

mean that the fencing is done. That’s all I’m trying to establish. 

I didn’t get the O&M cost, but I’m not sure if the minister 

said she would get back to me with that or not, but if she can 

clarify that the next time she’s up, that would be great. 

I have a couple of questions about the new services that are 

being offered at the Watson Lake and Dawson City community 

hospitals. Of course, it was great news to hear that ultrasound 

services were going to be offered in those two communities. 

That’s quite a relief for those rural Yukoners who do not have 

to travel to Whitehorse to get that service.  

I’m wondering, though, a couple of things: What is the 

annual cost to provide those services? How fully subscribed to 

is it? I mean, is it being utilized to its fullest capability? Is it a 

travelling service, or is it available seven days a week, more or 

less? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: It’s a total of $60,000 — $30,000 per 

community. 

Ms. McLeod: Does the minister know whether or not 

the programs are fully subscribed to or what the uptake has 

been? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t have that information in front of 

me. 

Ms. McLeod: I’m just going to wrap up here shortly to 

give the Third Party an opportunity to participate in this 

discussion, but I have a question about medical travel. 

The numbers aren’t in the budget documents. The minister 

may wish to let me know this under a separate correspondence, 

but I would like to know the costs for medical travel budgeted 

for this coming year — that is, travel within the territory and 

travel outside the territory — and how that compares with last 

year. I understand that there has probably been an increase in 

the number of trips that were taken, but I would like to know 

what the financial numbers are on that.  

Given COVID-19 and the need to stay home and whatnot, 

how are rural medical needs being met when a specialist is 

required? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would be happy to provide that 

information to the member opposite — what was in this year’s 

budget compared to last year. The medical travel is being 

reviewed currently under the comprehensive health review — 

noting that we do provide services and supports continuously 

to Yukoners for medical travel in and out of the Yukon and 

internal to the Yukon. 

Ms. McLeod: How is all this travel being affected by 

COVID-19? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Well, that is evolving, Mr. Chair. We 

have very competent staff who are tracking all of the pressures 

that we are seeing right now. In the coming days as things ramp 

up here in the Yukon, we want to ensure that we provide all 

necessary supports to Yukoners. We will continue to do that in 

good faith. We certainly don’t have that number, and we would 

not have that number as of today, nor would we have it in a 

week. We would continue to track and monitor as we see 

COVID-19 — we currently have zero cases in Yukon. If and 

when we do, we may see pressures, and when we do, we will 

manage appropriately. 

Ms. McLeod: I want to thank the officials for helping us 

out here today in our debate. I’m going to turn it over at this 

time to my colleague. 

Ms. White: Just before I get started today, I just wanted 

to make sure that I welcomed and thanked the officials from the 

Department of Health and Social Services. I can only imagine 

what the rest of your days look like right now. 

Before I begin my questions, I just want to express my 

gratitude and, at that same time, my disappointment for anyone 

who has to be at work. My gratitude to the many public 

servants, the Health and Social Services workers, those who 

work within Yukon government, Yukon hospitals and health 

care centres, and the non-governmental organizations who all, 

in the normal course of things, work in challenging times, but 

right now, it’s beyond that. 

To be clear, these are not normal times, and all involved in 

working together to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic have 

our enduring support and admiration. Equally, Mr. Chair, I 

want to express my gratitude to the staff hidden away in the 

Hansard office, because while we’re here in this Assembly, we 

have the luxury of spreading out with some form of social 

distancing, but the dedicated staff in the Hansard office, who 

have faithfully recorded the proceedings of this Assembly, are 

forced to work in a cramped space without the luxury of our 

social distancing and the pressure. 

I just want to make sure that I acknowledge the hard work 

done by public servants and the appreciation that we have for 

the work that they’re doing. 

My first question for the minister is: What has the 

Department of Health and Social Services determined as 

essential services during the pandemic? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am just seeking some clarification 

around the business continuity plan for Health and Social 

Services as we look at our health plan, defining what constitutes 

essential services. The department is working very closely on 

identifying essential services — group homes, hospitals, 

nurses, continuing care — all of the essential services that are 

required to ensure that we provide appropriate health care for 

all Yukoners. 
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Ms. White: So, in the list that was just given — but 

when we look at the department in a broad stroke, how is the 

department determining if a position is able to work from 

home? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I do believe that we’ve responded to 

this question previously during Question Period, but Highways 

and Public Works, the Public Service Commission — every 

department is working very closely through the deputy 

minister’s office and through our HR complement to ensure 

that we have the supports necessary to allow our staff to work 

from home and still provide supports. That is something that is 

done through each department.  

I’m very happy with where we are right now — ensuring 

that staff are supported. They have the resources available to 

them, and that’s kind of where we are right now.  

Ms. White: So, within the Department of Health and 

Social Services, how many applications have been handed in 

with the request to work from home? How many have been 

approved? How many have been denied? How many have yet 

to be processed? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Right now, the mandate or the 

direction has gone out to the ADMs. By virtue of that, they 

work with the directors and their human resource directors to 

ensure that we identify and work very closely with our staff. 

We will continue to do that through this crisis that we find 

ourselves in. Of course, we are certainly wanting to ensure that 

we will work with every individual who presents to safely work 

from home.  

Ms. White: My question was: How many employees so 

far have made that request? How many have been accepted? 

How many have been denied? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Specific to the budget, I can’t answer 

that right now. I think those are very specific questions that the 

member opposite is asking about. How many individuals? That 

changes on a regular basis. I don’t have that information, and I 

won’t have that information today, nor will I have it tomorrow. 

We will work with our department. We will work with 

Highways and Public Works and with the Public Service 

Commission.  

The majority of the staff provide direct services or will 

provide services and will work from home. The application 

process is changing. We will ensure that we consider all the 

applications that we receive and support the staff to work from 

home. 

Ms. White: Just to be clear, we have been told over and 

over again that this budget does affect the COVID-19 

pandemic, and it has yet to be explained to me exactly how. 

Having the minister’s assurances and telling me that the 

questions aren’t related to the budget — I believe that they are. 

That is the reason why I was asking, and that’s fine.  

One of the things is that we have asked about getting 

briefings from the chief medical officer of health or their office. 

One of the reasons to get the briefings is so that we are up to 

date with information. You can imagine the surprise when 

opposition members found out about a respiratory assessment 

centre that will be opened at the Yukon Convention Centre via 

a press release. Maybe the minister can tell me more about the 

new respiratory assessment centre that will open at the Yukon 

Convention Centre. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: With respect to COVID-19, as we 

work to set up the assessment centre and ensure that we provide 

support to all our communities, the costs associated are being 

considered. I just want to thank our ADM of Corporate Services 

for doing such an amazing job in accumulating and acquiring 

— and keeping really great track of all of the pressures that we 

are seeing right now. The budget that we speak of today is the 

budget to keep the government and Health and Social Services 

flowing smoothly. That includes ensuring that we have funding 

supports for our shelters, our long-term care facilities, our 

hospitals, Family and Children’s Services, home care — 

everything that is in the budget is intended to get us through the 

year.  

If there are additional pressures, we are tracking that and 

doing the assessments as they come in.  

With regard to briefings, my understanding is that the chief 

medical officer was not able to provide the briefing to the 

members opposite. As they can imagine, he is extremely busy, 

and we are attempting to set that up to ensure that they get the 

briefings that they require.  

Things are moving quickly. The clinic and logistics will be 

in place at the assessment centre. That announcement is ours to 

make. We are working with Community Services to ensure that 

we provide in-time supports to Yukoners. It’s not something 

that is negotiable; it is something that is necessary. 

Ms. White: Just to be clear, the press release went out. 

It says, “Respiratory assessment centre to open at Yukon 

Convention Centre”. It’s dated March 19, 2020. I’m asking 

questions about this. I imagine that part of this is underneath 

the responsibility of the Department of Health and Social 

Services, therefore, the Minister of Health and Social Services. 

I’m just asking for some details. Could I get some details about 

the respiratory assessment centre please — details that can be 

shared with the general public, information that can be listened 

to right now from the radio? Could the minister share with me, 

please, the details about the respiratory assessment centre that 

was announced today via press release? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The respiratory assessment centre — 

the discussions began earlier in the week. The assessment 

centre is set up to provide supports in response to COVID-19. 

We have the new clinic identified through the Yukon 

Convention Centre. Again, I want to just acknowledge the 

Northern Vision Development group for providing us with the 

resources and the space to ensure that we provide support to do 

the testing at that centre. 

The funding is not identified in this budget because this is 

a new pressure, so the budget was built, designed, and written 

and identified resources prior to this happening. We are 

working to determine all of the pressures and the assessments 

are being done by our team at Health and Social Services and 

through all the departments to track and assess and to put that 

request forward to ensure that we get appropriate resources 

from the federal government to offset those costs. 

In the meanwhile, we are going ahead to fund and finance 

the assessment centre and any other supports we require to 
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ensure that we provide appropriate help and clinical support to 

all Yukoners throughout the Yukon. We want to just — we are 

working through the details of that. The press release went out, 

and I would be happy to speak more about that once we have 

an opportunity to speak more to Yukoners about that. 

Ms. White: Just to be clear, when the minister says that 

she’s happy to speak to it when she has a chance to speak more 

to Yukoners, does that mean that, if I ask more questions right 

now, there will be no answers forthcoming, because there needs 

to be a press release or an announcement before I can ask these 

questions? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The specific details of what is 

happening at the assessment centre are currently being worked 

out through the various means through our chief medical officer 

and health professionals. This is something that they requested, 

because they wanted a secure facility and secure site to ensure 

protection and control of the spread of COVID-19.  

The specifics around what is involved or how that works 

and functions are not something that I can respond to here on 

the floor of the Legislative Assembly. I will work to get more 

specific details with the physicians and the nurses who are on 

the ground there and also around the functionality of that and 

disperse that information out very broadly and very quickly. 

That just happened this afternoon, but there is certainly more to 

come. As soon as more information comes available, we will 

share that on the website through social media and through 

every means possible to direct Yukoners to this new facility. 

Ms. White: I appreciate that answer. There was more 

information there than the first time, and that is what I was just 

looking for. How is that information going to be shared out? It 

is going to be through social media — I appreciate that. I didn’t 

expect the minister to be able to tell me the ins and outs — as 

we in this Chamber are not medical professionals — but I was 

looking for more answers, so I appreciate that I got those. 

Knowing that COVID-19 is often — some of the 

symptoms are respiratory — will Yukon have a respiratory 

therapist brought in to be staff during this pandemic time? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Certainly, I will take the advice of the 

medical professionals, and if there are additional resources 

required, we are working with our contractor and bringing in 

agency staff. We are working on virtual supports as well and 

working with our physicians. So, we will work with our chief 

medical officer and the professionals to identify what further 

supports they require. 

Ms. White: I don’t know a lot, but I’m pretty confident 

that a respiratory therapist needs to be physically present in 

order for them to be able to support what is happening. I’m glad 

to know that if the request is made, and that is a critical position 

that needs to be filled. I am relieved to know that the department 

will look at that, as required. 

I have some questions about the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter. Some of the questions that I have right now — it is just 

trying to understand more. I was told the greatest piece of 

advice about the emergency shelter by someone who was a 

front-line worker, and they said: “Look, it can’t be all things to 

all people.”  

The reason why I’m bringing that up is because, really, one 

physical space can’t be all things to all people, unless it was a 

really, really, really, really large physical space — and by that, 

I mean the size of a community. It can’t be all things to all 

people.  

So, I wanted to know answers to some pretty simple 

questions about the emergency shelter. I want to know who the 

emergency shelter serves. Who is the client? What is the 

emergency shelter’s mission statement? What’s the strategic 

plan? Is the plan for Yukon government to run it forever? Is 

there a plan to try to get it transferred to NGOs? 

So, those are the questions: Who does it serve? Who are 

the clients? What’s the mission statement? What’s the strategic 

plan? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Was there another specific question? 

Was I hearing another question? 

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible) 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Okay. So, the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter is responsible for the shelter facility as the member 

opposite is aware. It’s a new endeavour for the Government of 

Yukon. We are working — and we have been since the 

beginning — with our community partners in ensuring that the 

range of initiatives that we provide at the shelter meets the 

needs of the most vulnerable in our community.  

Some of the short-term actions we’re taking are really just 

to ensure that we provide balanced support through mental 

wellness, social supports, and health supports. We brought 

some of those broader community supports into the shelter and 

we will continue to do that.  

With respect to a mission statement, the shelter does not 

have — given the department and this new initiative, we have 

now, in this budget, secured the permanent positions for the 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter to carry us through for a period 

of time until we can work with our NGO community to 

eventually take over the facility. At this point in time, we’ve 

gone out and we didn’t get the support, so we will continue to 

work with our partners in our communities. That is always the 

objective — to look at being as open as we possibly can. If 

someone should come forward from the NGO community who 

wants to participate — say in the kitchen, as an example, or the 

shelter — well, that option is always open.  

Ms. White: The reason why I asked about a mission 

statement is that mission statements are like guiding principles. 

The reason why I’m asking for a specific mission statement for 

the emergency shelter is that, in the response that the minister 

just gave me — I mean, I appreciate what was involved, but — 

so, my question is: Is the emergency shelter a sobering centre? 

Is it an emergency shelter? Do they deal with harm reduction? 

What population does the shelter serve? Is it about sobering? Is 

it a sobering centre? Is it an emergency shelter? What does the 

shelter do? What is their mission statement? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I do want to bring us back to the budget 

for the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter. What do we have 

currently in the budget to provide supports to the shelter to 

ensure that we expand the scope of practice? What I can make 

note of and say is that the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter now 

is supported by Justice. It is supported by Community Services, 
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Highways and Public Works, and, of course, Health and Social 

Services. The collaboration around that and the multi-sector 

community that participates in the centre is to ensure that we 

provide appropriate services and supports. 

Again, I’m not going to speak specifically to a mission 

statement. Perhaps there will be one identified in the future. At 

this moment in time, we are working with our partners to ensure 

that we provide the necessary budget supports to the 

Whitehorse Emergency Shelter.  

Right now in the budget, we have $2,361,000, plus the 

$1.2 million that existed previously and was given to the 

Salvation Army, for a total of $3,446,000 to provide shelter, 

emergency supports, and programming supports to the clients 

who frequent the shelter. 

Ms. White: The reason that I am asking the questions is 

that the $3.5 million earmarked for the shelter — there are 

programs associated with that, there are efforts, and there are 

ideas. Is it a sobering centre, or is it an emergency shelter? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The question was: Is it a sobering 

centre? The Whitehorse Emergency Shelter provides diverse 

sets of supports, services, and programs. There’s an AA 

program run from there, we have two paramedics in there, we 

provide health care, we provide life-skills training, we provide 

food services, we provide shelter services, and we provide 

housing services. So, there are a multitude of different supports, 

based on the principle of harm reduction. We do not turn 

anyone away. We provide supports to the majority of 

individuals, unless they present as being unsafe or harming 

others. There may be circumstances where we have them 

removed from the facility, but those are extenuating 

circumstances. 

The objective is harm reduction principles, ensuring that 

they are never turned away and are given all the supports that 

they require. 

Ms. White: Is it run as a zero-barrier shelter or as a low-

barrier shelter? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m not sure of the line of questioning. 

The member opposite knows it was designed as a low-barrier 

shelter. Was it that before? Probably not, but our objective is to 

ensure that we provide supports through the budget for the 

Housing First initiatives — so those who are medium acuity 

and those who are high acuity — we have supports for 

individuals where they are within the community, regardless of 

whether it’s a low- or high-barrier shelter. We try to ensure that 

supports are in place for the individuals as they present to 

Health and Social Services. 

Ms. White: The reason why I asked the question — is it 

zero barrier or low barrier? — is the fact that you can actually 

put behavioural expectations on folks. If we’re saying that it’s 

low barrier, you can have rules. You can have expectations, and 

you can ask people to meet those.  

The minister might shrug off the question, but the reason 

is that I fundamentally believe — especially based on 

conversations with NGOs who deal with populations who are 

often in rough spots — that you can set behavioural 

expectations. 

So, when I asked the question of whether it’s zero barrier 

or low barrier, it was for that reason. There was a distinct reason 

for it. 

I wanted to know if, at the shelter, they are doing harm 

reduction work. By that, I mean, are they offering a needle 

exchange? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The expectations — as individual 

citizens who come to use the facility — there are rules in place. 

Of course, behavioural expectations are essential. Those are 

some of the principles with which we govern. We want to 

ensure that it is a low-barrier shelter and provides supports. Part 

of that is ensuring that we have a needle exchange program. We 

have a great partnership with Blood Ties Four Directions. They 

provide the exchange program. When they are not available, we 

offer that service to the shelter as well. 

Ms. White: One of the reasons why I’m asking if there 

is a needle exchange run out of the Whitehorse Emergency 

Shelter is because it seems like, from the outside looking in, it 

is a replication of services. I say this because harm reduction 

and the equipment that is required is already — Blood Ties is 

already the expert. They have been doing it for 40 years. Blood 

Ties also has federal funding to run a satellite clinic, as 

required.  

My question about the needle exchange is: Is that 

happening between the hours that Blood Ties is open, or are 

needles only being exchanged and handed out when Blood Ties 

is not available or the outreach van is not available? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The objective is to use the service that 

is available through Blood Ties. In the event that they are not 

available, we do provide the service through the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. 

Ms. White: One of the severe things — and the reason 

why needle exchange programs require the level of training that 

they do — is the level of risk. I know, for example, that hepatitis 

C can live outside the body for 72 hours and HIV for a much 

shorter amount of time — something like three hours. Have 

there ever been any incidents at the shelter — a needle prick, 

for example? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I can’t answer that question. With 

specifics to the budget that we are debating today, the services 

and programs that we provide for the clients at the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter — we have identified $3.46 million in the 

budget to provide program service supports. We try to ensure 

that it is flexible enough to provide the services. 

With regard to the needle exchange and the future, that will 

evolve as the shelter evolves. 

Ms. White: $3.5 million — that would cover things like 

a needle exchange program being run out of the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. I think, if the minister was to take a look 

and have a conversation with the officials within the 

department, the answer would be that there was a serious 

incident in the last 12 calendar months; there was a needle 

prick. The reason I bring this up is because an operation like 

Blood Ties, which specializes in harm reduction, has not had 

any for more than a decade. It’s something to consider as to 

whether or not we replicate those services. 
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Mr. Chair, just moving on — actually no, not moving on 

yet. A question today in Question Period was: How are we 

making sure that both the clients who access the emergency 

shelter and the staff who work there are safe? So, again, we 

have talked about how our social distancing at the Chamber is 

two metres. What is being done or what measures have been 

put in place at the Whitehorse Emergency Shelter in this time 

to keep the clients and the staff there safe? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As we look at the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter and we look at the clients coming and going 

— being that social distancing and hygiene is important to all 

of us — sometimes the individuals who reside at the shelter or 

who frequent the shelter may not have that ability. So, we want 

to ensure that we provide necessary supports at the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter. We are working under the advice of the 

chief medical officer and ensuring that we have the measures 

in place at the shelter to protect the clients who frequent the 

shelter. That means the kitchen and how we serve food is a good 

example. The checking in and out of clients coming in — those 

who present as having some symptoms will be quarantined or 

can be quarantined with the necessary medical supports around 

them so that they can be appropriately supported. 

Ms. White: If a client presents at the shelter and is 

exhibiting symptoms, where will they be safely quarantined or 

cared for? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: We have a number of options. We have 

a health preparedness plan for the Yukon. We also have a 

community preparedness plan that we worked with Community 

Services on. All the departments are working around the clock 

to ensure that every Yukoner is protected and that we have the 

necessary quarantine facilities available. We are currently 

working on that right now, as we speak, and ensuring that we 

have appropriate spaces available to us in the city, but we also 

need to ensure that we provide that support in our communities.  

Recognizing that the question is specific to the Whitehorse 

Emergency Shelter, we have secured the rooms that are 

available on the very top floor, and it is being assessed through 

our chief medical officer, and the plans are being implemented 

around where we can safely quarantine individuals, should they 

present with symptoms. 

Ms. White: I guess then there is a benefit to those 

housing units having been empty underneath the government 

for such a long time; now they can be used for something else. 

I guess that is a benefit. 

I am just looking for clarification here. Was it through the 

Department of Health and Social Services that the housing 

emergency support line was funded? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am not specifically clear on the 

question around the housing support line. I do know that we 

have housing navigators. We have supports through our income 

support office and we have supports through our various 

departments — so I don’t know the specific answer to that 

question. If the member opposite could be a little clearer, 

perhaps I can respond to the question and find the notes with 

respect to identifying the supports in the budget, specific to the 

question. 

Ms. White: The housing emergency line was run by 

Victoria Faulkner, FASSY, and Blood Ties Four Directions 

together. It was a 24-hour support line that could be accessed 

by clients or landlords in trying to keep people housed. I am 

unsure if the funding was through the Department of Health and 

Social Services or elsewhere, and I am just looking for that 

clarification. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t have the answer, but I will 

endeavour to get the information that the member opposite is 

seeking and collaborate with the Women’s Directorate to see 

where that’s at.  

Ms. White: The unfortunate truth is that it has been cut. 

I just didn’t know what department it came from. The 

unfortunate truth is that it was a line that was definitely utilized 

and it has been credited with keeping at least two people housed 

for the last year, which is important.  

Moving on to the Housing First project: How many 

residents are currently residing at the Housing First project? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Can I just ask the member opposite to 

— I didn’t catch the last question. If she can just please state it 

again and I will listen more intently this time.  

Ms. White: I was just asking how many residents there 

are at the Housing First facility.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: We have eight individuals there.  

Ms. White: When asked at a briefing, we were told there 

were nine. Has there been a change since the briefing? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I believe so, yes.  

There are a number of individuals who have been approved 

to move in and some choose not to. When the information went 

out, that’s what the numbers were being based on. 

Ms. White: How many staff work the daytime hours at 

the Housing First facility? What hours are those? Are we 

talking between 8:00 and 4:00, 9:00 and 5:00, or 8:30 and 4:30? 

How many folks work there during the day? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The question about staffing, there are 

currently — in the budget for this year for the Whitehorse — 

the Housing First project, there is $604,000 in the budget to 

provide supports to people living there who are medium-acuity 

clients, and this $604,000 covers the staff. 

Currently, we have two staff who work during the day, and 

then we have one who works overnight. We are always 

ensuring that there are supports in place for the clients, but also 

what’s important to note is that we have supports through our 

social supports network and through Health and Social Services 

for the clients. We have not only the individuals who are 

physically in the space there providing supports, we have 

supports through Health and Social Services, through our 

income support offices as well, and through the housing 

navigators. We also have additional supports through the 

Yukon Housing Corporation. There are always wraparound 

supports to ensure that the individual is successful. 

Ms. White: Are those wraparound supports available 

after 5:00 p.m.? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: A very exciting initiative in the Yukon 

— we have never seen a Housing First project like this. As we 

provide services and supports to the clients, we want to ensure 

that they have the supports they need 24 hours a day, when they 
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need them. Therefore, when we look at all of the supports that 

we have available in Health and Social Services, in our 

community, we’re very proud of the modern progressive 

approach that we have taken to ensure that the housing needs 

of individuals are met and that they are successful. 

We want to make sure that the tenants are successful in 

their forever home so they choose it to be their forever home. 

We will ensure that they have the supports available to them. 

Ms. White: What I’m trying to get to is whether or not 

there is more than one nighttime staff member. The reason I ask 

is that my understanding is that, for best practices across the 

country, you don’t actually have a one staff ratio to that number 

of clients. Is there a willingness to look at bringing in a second 

staff member on the night shifts at the Housing First facility? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The department has worked on the staff 

complement. Of course, safety is always in the forefront of our 

minds as we look at our staff, but we also need to ensure that 

the clients are successful. Those assessments have been 

considered. 

Ms. White: I’m just going to put in the plug that, if 

something goes sideways in that building and someone is in 

crisis — or, heaven forbid, something is happening to multiple 

people with multiple people in crisis — I can’t imagine having 

one person having to try to not only deal with that, but then to 

be able to debrief or be able to talk it out after. I am putting it 

in the pitch that it would be great to make sure that this is more 

adequately staffed at night to make sure that the staff are 

supported. 

Maybe I will let the minister respond to that before I ask 

the next question. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Given that this is a permanent housing 

facility for the clients who choose to rent the apartments, this is 

not a group-home-type setting where we require — always — 

supports for the clients. We have measures in place and 

prohibitions in place to ensure that: (1) the staff are staffed; and 

(2) we provide supports and services to the individuals who 

choose to rent the apartments in the Housing First facility. We 

have protocols in place. We want to ensure that everyone is safe 

and that it is a successful initiative. Certainly, we will take the 

recommendations under advisement. 

Ms. White: How many social workers are on staff at the 

Department of Health and Social Services? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t have that in front of me, but 

within the budget, we have incorporated additional supports for 

community social workers which we haven’t had previously, so 

you will see a bump from previous years. 

So, I don’t have that specific number. I don’t know how 

many social workers are on staff, but I will be happy to look at 

providing a little more support on that. We have social workers 

in all sectors of our departments, such as Continuing Care, 

support networks in the communities, and supports through 

Health Services, through our Family and Children’s Services, 

through Continuing Care — multiple departments have social 

workers. Of course, the hospital has social workers as well. We 

provide a lot. Where they are and how many — I can certainly 

endeavour to get that information.  

Ms. White: I look forward to getting that answer. 

The next question I have about social workers is: What is 

the turnover? It’s a highly stressful job. There is lots going on, 

so what kind of turnover is there for social workers? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t know the answer. Specific to 

the funding and the resources that we provide — like 

everything else, it’s a high turnover. Perhaps that’s the 

observation of the member opposite. I don’t know that this is 

the case, but we certainly ensure that we provide supports 

through employee assistance and through other means so that 

we are successful — so that the staff we have in place are 

successful. I’m not sure that I have specific answers to that 

question. 

Ms. White: The minister is right. From my 

understanding, the turnover of social workers is quite high. If, 

for example, we were talking about a smaller human who lives 

in foster care, how many social workers does the minister 

believe the average kid should have in a year? How many social 

workers should one child within the care system see in a year? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I’m not sure what that line of 

questioning is about or what that has to do with the budget, but 

if there’s a specific question about the budget and the funding 

that we have available in the budget to respond, I would be 

happy to do that. 

The question is very specific around how many social 

workers we have, the ratio — I can’t respond to that very 

specific question, but there are protocols established for 

supports and ratios, as the member opposite was trying to get at 

earlier, under the Housing First file. 

I’m not sure what the purpose of the question is and how it 

then relates to the budget. As we go ahead and look at the 

budget and supports available to meet the clients where they 

are, there will be times when we require more supports for a 

child, more supports for a different client, and we have 

responsibilities for the Child Development Centre as well. I’m 

sure that the member opposite may want to ask about that. 

Every child is different — and their unique needs are being met 

— and that means that the ratio may fluctuate. 

Chair: Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Deputy Chair (Mr. Adel): Committee of the Whole 

will now come to order. The matter before the Committee is 

general debate on Vote 15, Department of Health and Social 

Services, in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21.  

Is there any further general debate? 

Ms. White: Just before we left off, we were talking 

about the number of social workers within the Department of 

Health and Social Services. The minister asked why that was 

relevant to the budget. My answer is that the money for those 

social workers is contained in the budget. The budget pays 

those social workers. 
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When I was asking about the acceptable number of social 

workers per child — here is a real-world example: Is it 

acceptable that one child have upwards of seven social workers 

in a two-year span? When I say “social workers”, I am talking 

about social workers who are specific to that child and are 

supporting them through their circumstances. Seven in a two-

year span — is that an acceptable number? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As noted by the member opposite, the 

budget pays for social workers. The budget pays for many 

things, and the objective here is for us to get to the specifics of 

the budget.  

The question around seven social workers in a two-year 

span for one child — I can’t answer that specific question. If 

there is a relevant question to the budget, specific, I would be 

happy to respond to that.  

The member opposite may find it humorous, but what I 

indicted earlier is that there are specific needs of children in 

different capacities throughout the government and we will 

ensure that the child is supported. If there is a concern, then we 

would be happy to work with our members of Yukon to address 

a specific concern that should come up; we would be happy to 

address that — but specifics to the budget, specifics to how 

many social workers we have — we certainly have resources 

available in the budget to provide support. Every Yukon 

community now has a social worker, which we didn’t have 

previously. We now have supports throughout all of our 

facilities and all of our departments to provide the necessary 

supports — a lot of them are social workers. I certainly want to 

ensure that we have resources available to cover that. 

Ms. White: I think that what the minister is referring to 

is the complete shock that I voiced with one of her answers, and 

I say this in terms of — if we want to talk about the budget and 

we want to talk about the Department of Health and Social 

Services — the programs that are funded through the 

Department of Health and Social Services are relevant. When I 

am asking about social workers, I am actually talking about 

social workers in relation to children. To me, that actually is 

worthy of discussion. When I’m talking about if is it acceptable 

— the high turnover of social workers for one child — it is 

because in the Family and Children’s Services branch, in my 

understanding, the practice is supposed to be based on trauma-

informed care. 

So, maybe I will ask that question: Is the practice at the 

Family and Children’s Services branch — is it trauma-informed 

care that they practise? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes. 

Ms. White: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chair. So, if it is 

trauma-informed care that is practised at that branch, in that 

specific branch, then relationship-building is very important — 

building a relationship with a child so that you are trusted is 

important.  

So, when I used the example of seven social workers in 

two years’ time, that is not trauma-informed care. That is 

building up a trust with a child and then breaking that trust with 

a child. There is another example: I can say that — I know, in 

one instance, there was one child in a two-month span who had 

nine social workers who they spoke to — nine — including 

people who had no idea about them at all. This young person 

was supposed to open up and share each and every time.  

So, the reason why I am asking about the turnover and the 

statistics and the numbers of social workers is because I think 

that it is relevant because, when we are talking about a budget 

the size of the Department of Health and Social Services, it also 

affects programs. So, that is big and that is why I am asking the 

question. 

One of the things that is included in the performance plan 

under Yukon indicators — it says children and youth in 

continuing custody of the director has decreased by 49 percent 

— it says from 142 in March 2018 to 73 in March 2019. I want 

to know: Where did all those kids go? 

If that kind of number is decreasing, where are those 

children now? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Of course, it’s important, when we 

look at the relationships with all of our children and all of our 

families ensuring, through Family and Children’s Services, that 

we provide appropriate services and supports — as I took office 

and I was given this very special mandate to ensure that we 

provide support to Family and Children’s Services across the 

Yukon, we had almost 400 children in care. The number has 

decreased significantly. Why is that? It is because we have 

worked very closely with our communities; we have worked at 

systemic changes; we have worked with our First Nation 

communities. We have extended family care agreements now 

in place that allow really embracing the children’s needs where 

they are and ensuring cultural integrity and that decisions are 

made to best align with the needs of the child. 

We have taken the recommendations from the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission — the MMIWG. We have taken a 

lot of initiatives to ensure Child and Family Services Act 

implementation and the review of the act to ensure that we are 

essentially looking at services for our children. We have over 

149 recommendations that we are taking into consideration and 

growing discussions with our communities, with our First 

Nation governments, and different approaches to delivering 

child welfare and supports throughout the Yukon. 

Recently, we had further discussions around Bill C-92 and 

how that will be implemented. So, there is lots of really great 

work happening in the Yukon. If there’s one specific case 

historically where a child, over the course of two years, had 

seven social workers — well, that is problematic, for sure. I’m 

not denying that. What I am looking for is to ensure that we 

have addressed the systemic barriers and issues of indigenous 

children that we have seen historically. The number the 

member opposite — it’s not common practice in the Yukon. 

It’s certainly not common practice — and if it is, then it’s 

something we try to curb and address through a strategic 

approach in delivering family and children’s services.  

As of October, we had 133 children living in extended 

family care agreements. That’s unprecedented. It’s 

unprecedented because the children are now safely put back 

into their communities with their extended families, living lives 

of cultural integrity with their grandparents, aunties, and their 

uncles. That is a huge initiative. I want to just commend the 

department for doing a really great job in that. I also 
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acknowledge the communities for reducing the children we 

have in care. The ones who we do have in care and who require 

specialized supports — we will ensure that there is the 

necessary complement of staff available to support those 

children.  

Ms. White: What kind of auditing happens within the 

department? So, case files — things like that. How does the 

department look into, on a case-by-case basis, whether or not 

the department is meeting the requirements of those children? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Great question. As we move into this 

role here as the government — as the Liberal government — 

we had some major issues, certainly, with Family and 

Children’s Services around children in care, around the services 

and supports they were being given or not given. So, lots of 

growing discussions around different approaches in delivering 

child welfare support services throughout the Yukon, so huge 

opportunities for systemic changes. We’ve undertaken that by 

going through the Child and Youth Advocate office into the 

review there.  

We’ve had the Costanza report that really looked at some 

of the systemic issues and we’ve now triggered the Child and 

Family Services Act. We had an independent body that travelled 

across the Yukon to seek some feedback on the services we 

provided and which provided us with a lot of recommendations 

that we will then take under advisement and ensure that we 

provide supports. So, there are a lot of quality assurances in 

place and protocols in place, and everything that we do is really 

about ensuring that we provide services. We’re constantly 

looking at the internal review process and looking at 

efficiencies. We now have a further initiative with Kwanlin 

Dün, for example.  

We have a facility there, and we are working with them to 

ensure that their children are supported. No longer are we being 

kicked out of the communities, but we are being embraced to 

work with the communities through the various quality 

assurance processes that we have established and the 

relationships that we have established. We do that at a 

minimum, I understand — every two years, an internal review 

is done, and we always look for efficiencies. We are looking 

for improvements. 

Ms. White: It was my understanding that, last year, a 

person was hired to do the early learning framework for the 

Department of Health and Social Services. It is also my 

understanding that this was supposed to be finished in the 

summertime, but an extension had been granted until 

December. Can the minister tell me the status of the early 

learning framework? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: That work has been done. 

Ms. White: Is that publicly available? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I can’t answer that question 

specifically, but I will endeavour to get the answer for the 

member. 

Ms. White: My understanding is that this was just to 

develop the framework, but there was no implementation plan 

required with that. Is there money in this year’s budget to create 

an implementation plan for an early learning framework in 

Yukon? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The curriculum framework, or the 

licensed process, is shared with the Department of Education. I 

am not sure at this moment in time of the cost or where it is. I 

will certainly endeavour to get back to the member opposite 

with that information. 

Ms. White: I would appreciate getting that information 

back. I will ask when I have the chance in Education. That is an 

example of something that could be included in this budget — 

but not necessarily as a line item. That is what the questions are 

for. 

Inclusion Yukon had received money from government to 

have a respite house. That money has been cut. My question is: 

Why? What kind of program audit was done before that money 

was cut? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Perhaps I can ask the member opposite 

to provide a little more clarity around the respite house and 

where that was previously located. I don’t seem to have that 

information. If I’m missing it, then I would certainly work to 

get that information to her. 

Ms. White: Again, I’m not 100-percent sure if it’s 

within the Department of Health and Social Services, although 

I imagine that’s where it would be. It was with Inclusion 

Yukon, and it was a house that was run, offering respite for 

families who have adult children with disabilities. I am wanting 

to know how they reached that. By the action across the way, 

possibly the deputy minister has that answer. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: My apologies for the delay. I am just 

trying to find the specific information around the respite house. 

It was actually through Inclusion Yukon. The respite home 

funding was cut, and my understanding is that there was very 

limited access to the services in this home and that the best 

option presented was to provide the services for respite care 

elsewhere. 

It was done through Social Services with the input of 

Inclusion Yukon. 

Ms. White: If that is the case, where are respite services 

being offered now for families who have adult children with 

disabilities? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I am just seeking clarification. Each 

family is given the resources that they need. Of course, it 

fluctuates depending on their needs for respite care. The 

member had specifically asked about supports. That is 

continued through individual agreements. 

Ms. White: How many staffed group homes are there for 

adults in the territory?  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t have that specific number in 

front of me. I have the information specific to the budget and 

specific to the briefing notes. I wouldn’t be able to respond to 

how many staff we have at a facility. I will endeavour to get 

that information. 

Ms. White: I didn’t ask for the number of staff; I asked 

for the number of group homes for adults. I believe that this is 

directly in relation to the budget. I am just looking for the 

number of adult group homes. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I don’t specifically have that 

information in front of me. We have homes and supports for all 

of our clients. We have Options for Independence. We have the 
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facility on Hoge Street — or Hanson Street. We have a number 

of facilities available. I would be happy to provide very specific 

details. At this moment, I don’t have it in front of me, but I 

would be happy to provide that. 

Ms. White: The reason why I am asking right now about 

this is because, within the supplementary information under 

Social Supports, Disability Services, and Children’s Disability 

Services, it does talk about the Adult Disability Services 

caseload. It talks about things like that. One of the things that 

we see here is that currently there is cash provided for meals, 

and what we see is that the Ledge cafeteria actually does a great 

deal for their proud clients — in middays, actually, lunches are 

provided to clients. So, my question is: With the cafeteria 

closing, where are these clients going to go for that one meal a 

day, or will that program cease to exist? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: There are a number of NGOs that we 

work with as well, and the specific question about how many 

group homes and such — we will get that information. It is very 

similar in linking it back to the Challenge Disability Resource 

Group and the supports that they provide to the Bridges Café 

and the options there. My understanding is that there are current 

discussions happening with them around how they are going to 

support their clients who frequent and work in the Bridges 

Café. Continuing on with that, once the café closes, that might 

mean catering services and some other options that they are 

considering. 

Ms. White: I am not talking about the social enterprise 

or the work itself. It is that, at any time on any given day, you 

will see a whole bunch of folks going into the cafeteria who are 

actually accessing the meal program. So, my question is: What 

happens to the meal program when the Ledge shuts down? So, 

the Challenge program that runs the cafeteria that is open — 

what happens to that meal program when it shuts down? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Challenge made the decision to close, 

and we are working with them to ensure that the support is there 

for the clients, of course. 

Ms. White: In the supplementary information under 

Family and Children’s Services, early childhood and 

prevention services, childcare services, it talks about childcare 

subsidies — approval for a month is $400. Can I please get a 

breakdown between Whitehorse and rural for that? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: My understanding is that information 

is not broken out between Whitehorse and the communities, but 

I’ll work on getting that. 

Ms. White: I’ll just put in the pitch that it’s important to 

see how many people are accessing the childcare subsidy or 

how many cases per Whitehorse and rural communities. 

One of the things that has been highlighted to us over and 

over again is that, for people who work in the gig economy — 

so people who work on a contract basis or don’t have regular 

work — they actually have to apply to the childcare subsidy 

program month after month, because their wages will change. I 

know one thing that happened under this minister was, for 

example, under her other portfolio, Yukon Housing 

Corporation, they ended up looking at the previous year’s 

earnings, and that’s how rent was adjusted. 

Is there a willingness within the department to look at the 

childcare subsidy in a similar way, to be able to look at a 

person’s previous year’s earnings so that the monthly 

application — because it’s quite arduous, the application 

process — ceases to be a monthly requirement? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would like to thank the member 

opposite for the recommendation. That is something we will 

take under consideration and advisement as we look at the 

program area. I see now where the member opposite was 

finding the numbers on the childcare services. We will work to 

break that apart so it makes a little more sense. 

Ms. White: I am still on the supplementary information. 

Now I’m looking under “Social Supports”, “Mental Wellness 

and Substance Use Services” — Whitehorse. I would like to 

know, under the intensive treatment program, how many 

offerings — how many women’s programs have been run and 

how many men’s programs have been run — or are expected to 

run, I guess, in 2021?  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I will go back to the department and 

find that specific information, but my understanding — and I’ll 

validate this — is that the program is offered now on a 12-

month basis and it runs continuously. It rotates between the 

genders, but I will verify that and get the very specific details 

for the member opposite — but it is run all year long. Every 

month, there is a program being offered.  

Ms. White: Under “Social Supports” — “Income 

Support”, “Employment Training Services”, “Community 

Outreach Services” — it says “Income Support” and we have 

both Whitehorse and the region. I would like a breakdown of 

the numbers — so, the number of adults accessing, the number 

of seniors, the number of families, and the number of children 

who are captured under “Income Support”.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: We’ll endeavour to get that specific 

information, of course recognizing that it may be a little 

challenging. We can get some general data. 

Ms. White: The good news is that I won’t need it soon. 

If I could have it before October, I would really appreciate that 

— before we come back in.  

The reason why I’m bringing up social supports, especially 

income support, is that it’s a good indication of where our 

community is as far as poverty. It also is reflected almost 

equally and the numbers of — the increase at the Whitehorse 

Food Bank. That is the reason why I was looking, especially for 

the number of children. 

I’ve talked a lot in the Chamber about my admiration for 

the HCOS team, or the housing and community outreach 

services team, and I’m happy to see that in the social supports, 

it says that community outreach services — it’s anticipated that 

there will be an expanded staff capacity. It says, as an example, 

that an additional social worker will be attached to the program 

— so, if the minister could just take a minute to talk about the 

success of community outreach services.  

Again, I think it’s important to note that this team didn’t 

exist before. They are fluid and flexible. They work on the 

ground. We have a community outreach nurse who has a 

backpack and sees people where they are at. The housing 
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support team is fantastic. It all started out of the Department of 

Health and Social Services. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The intention of providing supports to 

those who are in need is not to address poverty, but to try to 

provide supports when they need it. Some individuals come to 

the department for supports that are temporary, right? Or they 

are having a difficult time this month, but might be successful 

next month. We have a lot of initiatives in place that support 

families in ensuring that they are successful by any means that 

they come to us. That means that we gauge all applications. We 

engage the supports to child enhancements and to our bilateral 

agreements with our communities. We look at our supports 

through early learning childcare and, through the direct 

operating grants and subsidies and so on, we ensure that we 

provide those supports. We recognize that we have a growing 

population, so the income support pressure is also growing.  

I appreciate the question. The community outreach 

services we currently have active per month are 75 clients. 

Ms. White: One of the highlights in the Budget Address 

was talking about ensuring that there was a more collaborative 

and integrated health care system. It talks about the success of 

the nurse practitioner in the community of Mayo. During the 

very tough Blackjack inquest, there were recommendations 

made, including having nurse practitioners in communities. It 

was about the continuity of care. In the budget, it says that there 

is a view to expanding this to other communities such as 

Carmacks in the coming years. What I want to know is when 

the intention is to have a nurse practitioner in the community of 

Carmacks, as recommended in the Blackjack inquest. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: To the question, we have a nurse 

practitioner in Mayo, and the objective is to look at 

collaborative care throughout our communities. We want to 

ensure that we provide specialized support throughout the 

Yukon. Carmacks is next in the queue, not specifically because 

of the Blackjack inquiry. It came out prior to that in our work 

with Chief Blackjack around his community wellness plan and 

the mental health hubs there and the continued support for his 

community. We just want to commend him for his support but 

also his diligence in identifying what his community needs are. 

This year’s budget has permanent funding for the nurse 

practitioner in Mayo, and we are looking at more nurse 

practitioners across the Yukon. The next in the queue is 

Carmacks, and that will happen as we have those discussions 

with the chief of that community. 

Ms. White: I do appreciate that answer and look forward 

to the time that we have a nurse practitioner in every 

community because of the extended scope of practice. I was in 

this Chamber before we had certified nurse practitioners and 

had conversations with those who were losing the skills. I do 

look forward to a time when our communities are best served 

with the Swiss Army knife of nurses. They can do anything, 

and it is a big deal. 

I am going to move to community hospitals at this point in 

time. Knowing that we have both the Dawson City hospital and 

the Watson Lake hospital, I want to know if those community 

hospitals are ready for the COVID-19 pandemic as far as staff 

numbers, equipment, supplies, and, most importantly, testing 

capabilities. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I would say that, under the leadership 

of the chief medical officer and management at the Yukon 

Hospital Corporation, both community hospitals are very 

ready. We have zero patients in Dawson City today and two in 

Watson Lake. We are working with our health centres as well 

in those communities to ensure that we have the necessary 

supports. 

Ms. White: That is great. I hope that this is indeed the 

case. 

One of the challenges coming out of the communities that 

has been reflected to us — to me and to, I’m sure, others in 

opposition — is that communities have been having a hard time 

accessing the information about what is happening.  

The last time I looked at the website of the chief medical 

officer of health, it was talking about purple heroin, which I 

don’t disagree with. I think it’s an important thing to talk about.  

The minister has said previously that now you can find 

everything on yukon.ca, but how is information about 

COVID-19 — the request of people to keep social distance and 

what that looks like and preparedness — getting pushed out into 

the communities? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: There are various means with which to 

do that. We are using social media; we have used Facebook; we 

have used Twitter; we have ads going out in the newspapers. 

We are working very closely with the inter-agency committees. 

In every one of our communities, we’re working through the 

health directors within the communities. Every day at 4:00 p.m, 

there is a Yukon-wide call that has representation from the 

municipalities and from the First Nation leadership and First 

Nation communities. We have EMO representation from each 

one of those communities. They participate in the calls. 

I would feel confident in saying that we are getting as much 

information out as required, and we are working with the 

communities so that they can have their own community 

preparedness plan in place. Participating on that call is 

Community Services, and Health and Social Services. The 

chief medical officer is on the call and EMO is on the call 

specifically to have the discussion on COVID-19. 

Ms. White: One of the concerns that has been 

highlighted in communities — for example, a community like 

Ross River, which doesn’t have access to a hospital. It doesn’t 

have a community hospital, and having been contacted by folks 

there — so the real sense in some of those communities is that 

information is actually not getting out. 

One of the risks is that, when people are sharing bad 

information, it’s worse than sharing no information at all, in my 

thought. I appreciate that the minister talked about social 

media, Facebook, and the Internet, but is information being 

printed out and put up on bulletin boards or put out in 

communities that maybe don’t have Internet access — not 

everybody is on the Internet, to be honest. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The calls every day have 

representation from the majority of the communities. I had a 

call in the middle of last week with the chief medical officer, 

with every one of the communities participating on the call.  
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We have now established a team specifically for 

community supports, and that has representation, as I identified 

earlier, from the chief medical officer, Community Services, 

EMO, and Health and Social Services. That is to work with our 

communities. Specifically, we work through the inter-agency 

committee, our health directors, and our registered nurses in the 

community. We have established the means to get the messages 

out. We certainly want to make sure that we do this broad and 

wide, and ensure that we have posters up and calls are made. 

Community health centres are getting the information out. We 

are taking every possible means to disseminate the information. 

We will continue to do that as this evolves and ensure that 

current, in-time information is shared. 

Mr. Hassard: I have a couple of questions for the 

minister regarding NGOs and their year-end financials. So, we 

understand that some of the NGOs have had e-mails sent to 

them as recently as today and yesterday from the Department 

of Education, Health and Social Services, and possibly others 

asking for their year-end financials. 

So, I am wondering if the minister would be amenable to 

giving the NGOs some type of flexibility, some type of 

additional allowance, in light of the pandemic that we’re 

currently dealing with here in the territory. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Absolutely, we will work with the 

NGOs to ensure that they have the resources necessary to 

continue with their program funding and program supports. 

Mr. Hassard: I don’t think the question was necessarily 

about the resources. It was about allowing them some flexibility 

in providing or filing those year-end financials.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I believe that the Premier made that 

abundantly clear — that whatever we have as supports out there 

— that we will work with our NGO community and all of our 

communities to be as flexible as we can during this very 

difficult time in Yukon. 

Mr. Hassard: I have some questions regarding personal 

protective equipment for health care workers.  

As we know, there have been issues of shortages across the 

country, so if the minister could provide us with some 

information about what the government has done to ensure that 

our community health centres have enough protective 

equipment — is the minister able to share some information on 

the total amount of stock that we have in the Yukon and how 

long that stock is expected to last.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: The Department of Health and Social 

Services is working very closely with the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation, Emergency Medical Services, and other branches 

of the Government of Yukon, including Community Services, 

which is responsible for emergency measure supports.  

We do currently have appropriate supplies of personal 

protective equipment. As necessary, we will continue to 

monitor our stockpile. We are working with the national 

emergency stockpile system to ensure that we have support and 

supplies when we need it. That is being monitored regularly. 

Currently, we have sufficient resources. It is being monitored 

consistently. 

Mr. Hassard: Along those lines, we have seen the 

global supply chain in turmoil as a result of this pandemic, with 

a major shutdown of pharmaceutical companies in Asia. We 

have heard reports that supply chains of prescriptions could be 

and possibly have been impacted. 

Would the minister be able to provide us with some insight 

on what efforts the Government of Yukon has undertaken to 

actually protect the supply chain of prescription drugs? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Currently, like every jurisdiction, we 

are working through the federal government to ensure that the 

supply chain is not disrupted in any way, so I can assure the 

member opposite that, of course, all of that is at the forefront of 

everyone’s mind. We want to make sure that we have the 

resources available here in the Yukon.  

Mr. Hassard: I’m not sure the minister got that one, but 

we’ll move on, in light of the time. 

With respect to supplies for the pandemic in our 

communities, I recently received a picture from the Pelly 

Crossing Health Centre showing their pandemic supplies, and 

it’s actually two old cardboard boxes — not very big and not a 

lot of stock inside those boxes. It is certainly not very 

reassuring. 

Can the minister tell us what further supplies are available 

for community health centres? Are all health centres in the 

Yukon stocked this way? If not, which ones can the minister 

confirm and assure us are stocked properly? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: We do have sufficient supplies, and I 

wouldn’t rely on a photograph. I would rely on the supports and 

the professionalism that’s happening across the Yukon. I want 

to assure Yukoners that all of the resources are available. 

Should we run into a challenge, we will ensure that we bring 

the supports there. We are working very closely with the 

Hospital Corporation on the distribution of supplies — personal 

protective equipment, anything that we need in our health 

centres. We also have great staff in the health centres, nurses 

who have many years of experience who will ensure that we 

have intact, ongoing preparation for COVID-19. The risk of 

COVID-19 is still low in the Yukon. We still have no cases as 

of today, which gives us a little breathing room. It gives us 

flexibility to work with our health professionals, ensuring that 

we have the necessary supports. 

One photograph of a small area — I would look at the 

broader picture and look at what’s happening in the 

communities with the First Nations, with the health centre, with 

EMO, with Health and Social Services, and with the Hospital 

Corporation. There is a lot of really great work happening, and 

we are pleased with the effort that’s happening across the 

Yukon and assure Yukoners that we are taking this very 

seriously and ensuring that they have the health supports they 

need. 

Mr. Hassard: I am in the process of sending that picture 

over to the minister with one of the pages. I appreciate them 

taking that over, just for the minister’s information. 

Moving on — I had some questions regarding testing on 

COVID-19. I’m wondering if the minister can tell us how many 

tests have been administered so far. How many of those results 

are yet outstanding? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I wish I knew that, but I don’t. That’s 

the chief medical officers; there are two. The chief medical 
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officer, Dr. Hanley, is working very closely with our 

communities around the strategic supports in our communities 

around pandemic planning. Dr. Elliot is dealing with the 

medical side of things and she’s doing all of the really great 

management. Specifics around how many tests were done, how 

many responses were back — I can’t answer that question. I 

wouldn’t endeavour to do that here in this Legislative 

Assembly, but I will rely on their guidance and their expertise 

to ensure that Yukon is well prepared and that our communities 

are well prepared.  

When we look at collaboration and we look at the efforts, 

I think that, just a few days ago when the question was asked 

about how many tests were sent out — when Dr. Hanley and 

Dr. Elliot conversed with media — I do believe that they made 

an indication that there were well over 200 tests sent out. But I 

will pass the message on and hopefully they can provide some 

clarity around that.  

Mr. Hassard: I’m not sure what kind of clarity the 

minister would like me to give on the question. I mean, I asked 

a simple question: How many tests have been completed? How 

many of those results are still outstanding?  

My understanding is that the chief medical officer reports 

to the Minister of Health and Social Services. My 

understanding, from the minister herself, is that they have been 

working very closely. I would certainly hope that, during the — 

I’m assuming — daily briefings for the minister from the chief 

medical officer, she would actually be finding out those exact 

answers. I would certainly hope that she is taking enough 

interest in this important scenario that she would actually be 

asking those questions so that, when the media or the 

Legislature poses those questions to her, she can actually 

provide accurate information.  

I think it’s quite appalling, actually, that the minister would 

say that she wouldn’t have that information.  

I see the officials passing her some information, so maybe 

I’ll sit down and give her another opportunity and see if we can 

provide a better answer to the Legislature on that one. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Speaking of appalling, I think the 

member opposite, sitting in that chair for a number of years — 

14 years, in fact — the members opposite have gone through 

epidemics like this — H1N1, as an example. We do not have 

current up-to-date information. I would not have that 

information.  

My main objective is not to panic Yukoners but to ensure 

that we provide the supports to Yukoners. We certainly have 

daily discussions with my deputy minister and with the chief 

medical officer around resources necessary and available to 

Yukoners to ensure that every community is supported and 

ready to deal with the pandemic, should it come here to the 

Yukon. Sending a photograph with a shelf of some personal 

protective equipment is not an indication of the great work that 

the community is doing in all of our communities. 

In fact, the nurses are working above and beyond, as are 

our community’s Emergency Measures Organization and our 

health professionals, and I want to just say that is what we are 

doing. We are working together, and having specific details is 

up to the minute, I think — as I said, Dr. Hanley has indicated 

that we have over 200 tests that have gone out, and it’s changing 

on an hourly basis. It’s not something that I’m going to stand 

here and take criticism on, because it’s not acceptable for us to 

get into a debate on a budget bill to speak about how many tests 

have gone out. 

What we have to ensure that we have resources in the 

budget to support our communities, and we are doing that. 

Mr. Hassard: It’s interesting that the minister wants to 

talk about how hard the nurses are working. I certainly agree, 

but it’s unfortunate that their minister won’t follow their lead 

and actually get to work herself. 

We have listened to health ministers across this entire 

country who are working with their chief medical officers of 

health and providing accurate information to the media or to 

their respective legislatures. The minister would rather stand 

here and accuse me of something for the 14 years that I have 

been in this chair — well, I have not been in government for 

anywhere near 14 years — so, clearly, she doesn’t have that 

information either. 

Would the minister be able to provide us, at any time, with 

accurate information as to how many tests have been 

administered and how many outstanding results we are waiting 

for? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: So, what is most important for 

Yukoners to know — as of this moment in time, the information 

that we have from the chief medical officer is that we have no 

cases of COVID-19 in the Yukon.  

We are preparing our pandemic plans in our communities. 

We are working to ensure that we have health supports 

available and that we have a community plan in place. We have 

zero cases identified. Certainly, on a daily basis, I have a 

conversation and a meeting with the chief medical officer, and 

we talk about many things. We talk about services that are 

available in our communities. What is it that we need to do to 

support? We take under advisement and consideration all of 

that.  

How many tests are done? It fluctuates. The last 

information that we had from the chief medical officer was that 

there were over 200. How many specifically — 211? 250? I 

don’t know. I probably won’t ever know that, and it is not 

something that I can let the member opposite know. He finds 

humour in the fact that I don’t have that information at my 

fingertips. It is the information through Dr. Elliott. She controls 

the tests that go out and the results that come back. She 

monitors it on a daily basis. The last information that she 

advised us of is that we have over 200 tests that have gone out. 

We have a number that have been returned — all of them are 

negative. That is the information that we want Yukoners to 

know, and we will continue to test individuals as they present 

with symptoms. We will work through our health centres and 

the health professionals. That is what we want Yukoners to 

know. 

Mr. Hassard: The minister seems to think that I’m 

finding this funny. Well, I find this anything but funny. This is 

absolutely appalling. I cannot believe that the Minister of 

Health and Social Services, who talks about working so closely 

with the chief medical officer of health and has briefings with 
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him on a regular basis, has no idea and says she doesn’t think 

she will ever have any idea about how many tests have been 

administered and how many results we’re waiting for. 

Honestly, I have no idea how to respond to that. I guess I 

will choke on that one for a few minutes and try to move on. 

With regard to the testing and the length of time for the 

tests to be completed, we heard initially from the government 

that these tests would be turned around in three to five days. Is 

the minister able to at least tell us how many tests were actually 

completed within that three- to five-day benchmark? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I will say again that the chief medical 

officer manages the tests that they administer. They are sent 

out. The results come back, and we have received the number 

today. That changes on a daily basis. I am not prepared to stand 

up here and give out — every day, these are the tests that have 

gone out, and this is what has come back. This is not something 

that I am prepared to do here.  

What I am prepared to do is ensure that we work with our 

chief medical officer and that we work with the BC Centre for 

Disease Control in ensuring that all of the tests that have gone 

out are returned as quickly as possible, recognizing that there 

have been challenges given the escalation of this across the 

country. BC is also experiencing significant pressures, so we 

are working on getting the samples out. Every day, samples are 

sent out; the results come back.  

Originally, we had indicated that the turnaround time in 

average, normal circumstances is three to five days. That has 

increased. My understanding is that, based on the increased 

supports from the BC control laboratory, this has reduced 

significantly. We are very pleased with the extra support that 

they have provided to us.  

Mr. Cathers: First of all, I am rising to ask questions 

here this afternoon. As members know and as has been talked 

about a number of times today, of course, we are expediting 

debate on the budget in the interest of ensuring that departments 

do have the resources that they need at this time in dealing with 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

I just want to start by recognizing that, in the Department 

of Health and Social Services, in the Yukon Hospital 

Corporation, and, really, in every government department right 

now, there are a lot of people working very hard on the response 

to COVID-19, trying to get in place plans to minimize the 

health risks as well as the economic impacts of it, recognizing 

particularly that some of the front-line staff are working very 

long hours right now. 

As well, recognizing the recommendation coming out from 

the chief medical officer of health about staff working at home 

if they can, I recognize that there are managers, people within 

the Public Service Commission, and others who are working 

hard trying to finalize the government’s plans regarding who 

can stay home and work from there and what steps can be taken 

to ensure that business continues while minimizing the health 

risks. To all of the people there — the health professionals and 

others — who are working on that, I just want to express my 

thanks for their efforts on behalf of this territory.  

It certainly is an unusual thing that we are all facing here. 

The social distancing seen in the change of the layout in this 

Chamber is quite evident, and it’s a little bit surreal after the 

years that I’ve spent in this Assembly to see it the way it is 

today.  

I just want to ask a few questions related to the pandemic 

response, recognizing that the government is working hard 

right now to rise to the challenge that is being faced. I have a 

few questions about the details of that.  

During the briefing on the Department of Community 

Services, we were advised that the medical health emergency 

coordination centre was activated on January 28. As the 

minister and officials will know, there are two parts in a public 

health emergency. The health aspects are under the direction of 

the chief medical officer. There is also a role within 

government for the Emergency Measures Organization, which, 

in the event of an emergency of any type including a health 

emergency, has an important role to play. So, during the 

briefing from Community Services, we were advised again that 

the medical health emergency coordination centre was 

activated on January 28, but it seemed that the structure within 

government under EMO was in the process of being set up. 

Recognizing that EMO itself is under Community Services — 

but of course under the Incident Command System and 

structure — the departments that they would be responsible for 

working with include Health and Social Services.  

Can the minister advise whether the Incident Command 

System and structure has been activated under EMO and, if so, 

when that occurred? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes. 

Mr. Cathers: I appreciate that it was part of the answer. 

Could the minister indicate when that was activated — the 

date? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: It is done now. It’s in effect right now, 

as we speak. 

Mr. Cathers: I hope that the minister can get back with 

that information later, but I guess that’s the answer that I’m 

going to get for now. 

Another important element of a response, of course, is the 

surge capacity of the system to bring in people to assist with the 

additional volume, especially from the health side but also from 

the management and coordination side.  

Can the minister please indicate when they began ramping 

up the efforts to engage retired doctors, nurses, and other health 

professionals? Is she able to provide any information about the 

status of that effort? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Bringing in staff from across the 

government to work with the chief medical officer — and, of 

course, the physicians are working with us as well to rotate 

through the assessment centre. 

Mr. Cathers: I would appreciate it if the minister would 

commit to providing more information later via letter or 

legislative return. I do note that, as touched on by my 

colleagues earlier, we would appreciate receiving additional 

information so that we can pass it on to the people who contact 

us, both about the advice from the chief medical officer, as well 

as the answers to other questions that people have related to 

their jobs if they work for government or for the private sector, 

so that we are better able, as MLAs, to work together with the 
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government in assisting Yukoners who are concerned and have 

questions. 

I also recognize, in saying that, that some of the 

government employees, health professionals, and others who 

would be required to contribute to that information are 

themselves extremely busy at this point in time. I certainly 

don’t want to see the critical health response suffer while they 

provide briefing notes, but I would just note that we are 

interested in being part of the solution and the response, and the 

more information that the government is able to provide to us 

helps us answer the questions of constituents, helps allay their 

concerns, and helps to ensure that we have a well-coordinated 

response to this pandemic. 

As I mentioned earlier in this Assembly during debate with 

the Premier, one of the lessons learned from SARS in Ontario 

was that some of the problems that occurred — both health and 

economic — were the result of communication internally to 

government and externally not being as good as it should have 

been. That has already been a problem so far in the 

government’s response to the pandemic. I also, in saying that, 

recognize that people who are dealing with that — there are 

many people throughout government who are working very 

long hours right now in response to the pandemic. Since we are 

where we are, I do want to make sure that those people 

understand that we do appreciate the work they are doing and 

the long hours that they are putting in. 

It is a concern that the communication has not been as good 

as it should be and that government does not seem to have 

pushed the button on ramping up this response as early as they 

should have. I do, again, in noting that, just want to say that we 

recognize that we are where we are today, and I appreciate the 

work of everyone who is working long hours in this area. 

I want to ask a specific question of the minister regarding 

community testing. If people go through the self-assessment or 

call 811 and determine that, based on what they hear, they 

should get tested for COVID-19, can the minister indicate in 

which Yukon communities testing is available? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: All communities. 

Mr. Cathers: I am pleased to hear that response. I could 

ask a lot of other questions related to pandemic preparedness 

here and other areas of the Department of Health and Social 

Services, but recognizing the shortage of time we have here this 

afternoon and in the interest of ensuring that all departments 

have the resources they need and are able to have their focus 

directed on responding to this pandemic rather than on 

supporting their ministers here in this Legislative Assembly, I 

just want to conclude by thanking, again, everyone who is 

working hard on this response — whether they work for 

government or others, such as physicians, nurses, and others 

within the health field and those working for the Hospital 

Corporation, who together, I know, are doing their best to 

respond to this pandemic and to keep Yukoners safe.  

In conclusion, I would just urge all Yukoners to recognize 

the importance of doing their part, including following the 

advice of public health officials and avoiding unnecessarily 

buying more items than they need and contributing to 

completely unnecessary shortages, like the recent toilet paper 

shortage we have seen in the Yukon. There was absolutely no 

need for there to be a shortage of that. While recognizing and 

appreciating the concerns that some people have, it is important 

for everyone to remain calm and to respond in a thoughtful 

manner, doing so based on the advice of public health officials. 

With that, I conclude my remarks here on this and thank 

the minister for the answers she has provided here this 

afternoon and urge her to get back with the other answers as 

soon as that information is available. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: In response, we negotiated a contract 

over two weeks ago with agency nurses. We are bringing in 

retired doctors. We’re working with Yukon College to speak 

with them about the LPN program. As I understand it, there are 

18 nurses there. Looking at the supports — I want to just 

acknowledge the nurses and doctors and the folks who are 

coming forward to lend a hand to work together to find 

solutions. We are calling on all resources from across the 

government. 

Yukon’s medical system will remain diligent in ensuring 

that we have the supports available across the Yukon with 

respect to testing and how quickly tests are turned around and 

how many tests are done. We have full confidence in our health 

care team and we are working closely with them to ensure that 

we all take necessary precautions and that tests that are 

necessary are done.  

We have recently put in the self-assessment tool to 

eliminate some of the unnecessary testing. We’re trying to use 

the tests that are available for those individuals who present as 

having symptoms. I want to just thank the chief medical officer 

of health and their team for working so hard and acknowledging 

that there is a lot that we have to do yet, acknowledging 

Yukoners for their diligence and patience and everyone just for 

working together. I think that says a lot about where we are in 

the Yukon. 

The chief medical officer indicated that the supports are 

available in the Yukon and that we are well prepared. I have 

full confidence in the team, despite some of what was said 

earlier — I will not consider any of that because we, as elected 

officials, need to demonstrate our commitment as leaders to 

work together on finding solutions for Yukoners. I will stay the 

course and I will work with the professionals who advise me on 

a daily basis. I acknowledge the two chief medical officers for 

doing just that.  

Chair: Is there any further debate on Vote 15, 

Department of Health and Social Services?  

Seeing none, we will proceed to clause-by-clause debate. 

Mr. Kent: Mr. Chair, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I 

request the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to 

deem all lines in Vote 15, Department of Health and Social 

Services, cleared or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 15, 
Department of Health and Social Services, cleared 
or carried 

Chair: Mr. Kent has, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, 

requested the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole 



March 19, 2020 HANSARD 1159 

 

to deem all lines in Vote 15, Department of Health and Social 

Services, cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $448,580,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $12,815,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $461,395,000 

agreed to 

Department of Health and Social Services agreed to 

 

Chair: The matter now before Committee is Vote 3, 

resuming general debate on the Department of Education, in 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.  

The matter now before the Committee is resuming general 

debate on Vote 3, Department of Education, in Bill No. 203, 

entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21.  

Is there any further general debate?  

Ms. McPhee has 16 minutes, 50 seconds.  

 

Department of Education — continued 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you very much, Mr. Chair. 

I’m joined by Alison Thom and Nicole Morgan from the 

Department of Education. I would like to welcome them here 

today and to thank them for their support in answering the 

questions that may come from the members in the House today.  

I won’t be using the rest of my time. I think we got to some 

questions the other day and to some introductory remarks, but 

I will take my seat and turn it over to the members opposite.  

Mr. Kent: I would like to also join the minister in 

welcoming her officials here to provide support and thank them 

for coming in beyond normal business hours, as we are in 

anything but normal times.  

When we last had Education up, we were speaking about 

two hypothetical scenarios — whether the schools would 

remain open after spring break, or whether they would be 

closed after spring break. Obviously, with the announcement 

yesterday by the chief medical officer of health and his 

recommendation and the government’s action on closing the 

schools until after Easter, I have some follow-up questions with 

respect to that scenario. 

When we asked about this in Question Period the other 

day, I asked the minister — obviously, students won’t be 

returning to school after the March break is over, but it sounds 

to me like teachers will, to work on — I believe her words were 

“the continuity of learning”. A couple of questions from that — 

obviously, there may be some teachers who will be in self-

isolation, depending on where they travelled to or if they did 

travel during spring break. But I’m curious: For the other 

teachers who are able to return to work, will there be an 

opportunity for them to work from home during this time? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: With respect to this question, we’ll 

use the time — the teachers — I won’t go into the self-isolation 

issue. That is, I hope, obvious. If individuals need to stay away, 

they can do that. It will be a decision of the administration of 

an individual school to determine who should be there — who 

are well — who should be there and who should not be there 

and likely to address social distancing and those kinds of issues. 

We’ll use the time for principals and school staff to assess 

program impacts and plans for measures needed for students to 

ensure their continued learning. 

School staff will continue to be paid, of course, and will be 

expected to return to work on a date that their school is 

scheduled to reopen, unless they need to be isolated. School 

staff are Yukon government employees and will be supported 

to work from home when possible to do so, and an update was 

sent to parents and to school councils and to school staff 

yesterday with respect to the details of this. 

I can also indicate that there was a more than two-hour 

meeting with principals across the territory — lots of them by 

phone — that seemed very satisfactory. They were all very 

pleased to be supported in this way, and the superintendents, 

the ADMs, and the department staff are working with 

individual principals and teachers, as needed. There will be 

some returning from outside of Canada and outside of the 

territory who will need to be self-isolated, and it will be a team 

effort by the educators at the schools to determine what’s 

necessary. 

The focus, of course, is on continuity of learning, as I said 

the other day. With respect to students, we have a departmental 

committee for continuity of learning that will focus on that, and 

they are tied into a continuity of learning committee in British 

Columbia. So, it is a massive effort, together, to make sure that 

students aren’t adversely affected by these class delays. 

Mr. Kent: So, just if the minister can clarify for them so 

that I can pass it on to any educators who reach out to us: It is 

up to the school? If they feel like they want to work from home, 

they need to submit whatever paperwork — I’m assuming that 

there will be some paperwork to submit — they submit it to 

their administration, presumably their principal or vice-

principal — and that will be the final decision? It won’t have to 

go up beyond them to the superintendent or director level or 

ADM or deputy minister? It will be done by the principal at 

each school? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Classes, of course, are suspended, 

but teachers can enter the school. We were quite careful that 

schools weren’t closed. We know that they have resources 

there. We know that it will be important for teachers to be able 

to congregate there in a safe way during this period of time to 

work together and support each other. Principals are working 

to contact their staff and to clarify individual teachers’ return to 

work and how that might happen — but certainly, we are 
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supporting teachers to work from elsewhere if that is 

appropriate in the circumstances and they have the resources 

and the ability to do that to support their students. 

Mr. Kent: If anybody does reach out, I obviously will 

refer them to the administration at their school. 

A couple of other groups of employees who will be 

affected by this closure — first are the substitute teachers. I am 

just wondering what provisions are made for them — perhaps 

the minister can explain to me what will happen for the 

substitute teachers during this stoppage. Obviously, they do 

have work in and out of the schools, but is there anything to 

protect or to give them any financial cushion as we move 

through this uncertain time? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I will just go back to the last 

question for a second because I want to make sure that I’m clear 

that administrators are working with their own staff. They are 

working with their superintendents as well. It’s not that there is 

an issue of an approval chain and it’s not to put any barriers in 

place, but they are working as a team together. The 

superintendents are working with the administrators to make 

those determinations with respect to staff. They are clarifying 

their return to work with respect to teachers who can stay home. 

I just wanted to note that because I don’t think I did. 

With respect to the current question, we are working with 

the Public Service Commission and with the human resources 

part of the Department of Education, as well as with the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association, to determine the effect on teachers on 

call and what that effect might be going forward depending on 

how long the situation lasts. It may well be that, if their finances 

are ultimately curtailed as a result of COVID-19, they could be 

eligible for many of the programs that are coming from the 

federal government as well. 

We are mindful of the fact that, as contractors, the TOCs 

will likely be financially impacted. I guess that, as it plays out 

— and I don’t like to speculate, of course — it might be that 

more teachers on call will be required if and when we return to 

school this year or when classes are resumed as a result of 

teachers being away for extended periods.  

I think that it is a bit up in the air, but we are dedicated to 

working with teachers on call and making sure that we 

understand fully the impact that this situation has on them. 

Mr. Kent: The other group of individuals who will 

obviously be affected are the school bus drivers. Not only do 

they provide service to and from school for students, but often 

for field trips and to support those classes that are undertaking 

those activities. I am just wondering if the minister could clarify 

for us, with respect to the busing contract with Standard Bus 

Yukon, is there a provision for them to continue to get paid 

during this stoppage, or will they not get paid unless they are 

providing the service? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The period of time between now, as 

a response to COVID-19 and the chief medical officer of 

health’s advice — but the opportunity exists for us, as a 

department, to take the time between now and April 15 — it’s 

still March break for many of the schools — to basically put in 

place plans for the length of the suspension of classes. That 

length of the suspension will determine how we can continue 

to abide by this situation.  

I don’t have a direct answer with respect to the contract. I 

haven’t looked at the contract for Standard busing, and to be 

frank, we have not had an opportunity to do so, but — as the 

federal government has said and as our government has said — 

we will support individuals and companies, businesses, that are 

adversely affected by COVID-19, particularly financially, and 

we will continue to monitor our response. I suspect that we will 

meet with Standard busing in the not-too-distant future as the 

result of this situation, and we will be having conversations 

with them about maintaining their service and making sure that 

they are provided for. 

Mr. Kent: That was going to be one of my questions: 

Will you meet with Standard? So that’s good. I’m glad to hear 

that will happen, and my colleagues and I will reach out to our 

contacts at Standard and let them know that they can expect an 

official or someone to contact them from the Department of 

Education. 

With respect to — again, these are all COVID-19-related 

questions — the upcoming school council elections, is there 

any change anticipated in those at this juncture? Obviously, 

Elections Yukon has a role to play there as well. Have there 

been any discussions with Elections Yukon around what the 

school council elections would look like and if there are any 

changes anticipated? I believe they’re coming up in May of this 

year, if I’m not mistaken. If I am, the minister can correct the 

record on that. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We have not had discussions in the 

fast-paced last 10 days with Elections Yukon. I shouldn’t say 

this: I have not spoken to Elections Yukon. I know that the 

department has been in touch — I know that we have had some 

preliminary conversations about dates in May 2020. At this 

point, the effect of COVID-19 is not known with respect to the 

elections. If it is at all possible, we will again follow the 

information and the direction of the chief medical officer of 

health, and we will confer with Elections Yukon and what they 

need to make sure that the process is as smooth as possible. I 

don’t anticipate a delay at this time, but as we all know, that 

situation is changing quickly and it may be that May is a date 

that is too soon. More importantly, can elections be held during 

that period of time in a way that is safely structured to make 

sure that all of the medical concerns are taken into account? 

I appreciate the question; I think that it is an important one. 

It is not something that I can answer at the moment, but I am 

mindful of the importance of school council elections going 

forward in a timely way in a safe environment. 

Mr. Kent: I am just hoping — obviously, we are moving 

rapidly through our deliberations here today, so if there are 

questions that I ask that the minister doesn’t have the answer 

to, if she could provide them in writing when those answers are 

available, I would appreciate that. I am assuming that the 

Leader of the New Democratic Party would also want a copy 

of any responses, and when she has her chance, I would 

appreciate those answers as well, if there are some issues 

outstanding. 
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The minister mentioned earlier that they would be doing 

some work after spring break, leading up to the end of Easter 

— some planning on potential further closures. I know that it is 

the chief medical officer of health who would make this 

recommendation, but will the minister of the department be in 

contact with Dr. Hanley, so that decision — if there needs to be 

an extension to the school closure or the suspension of 

classroom activities — I just want to make sure that this 

decision is communicated to parents in a timely fashion. I 

mean, they are fortunate to get about a week-and-a-half’s 

notice, which I think is appropriate for them to try to make other 

arrangements. I’m just hoping that the minister or her 

colleagues will work with the chief medical officer to make 

sure that there is enough lead time for parents to make 

alternative arrangements if that school closure goes beyond the 

Tuesday after Easter. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I appreciate those comments. We 

agree. As a matter of fact, in our conversations with the chief 

medical officer of health, one of the reasons that it was 

recommended to go to April 15 is that it wasn’t the Tuesday 

right after Easter, because it’s almost impossible to 

communicate over periods of time with families who are not 

connected to the school or to classes at the school at the time. 

Part of the reasoning — one is that making the call as it was 

made yesterday was to give families as much notice as possible. 

The fact that it went to April 15 was to make sure that, in the 

event that it does not need to go beyond that, we would have an 

opportunity to describe that and make sure that notification of 

that was given out to families because, over a long weekend 

like Easter, it is almost impossible to get that message out.  

We are in communication with Dr. Hanley on a regular 

basis. I’m not sure how Dr. Hanley and Dr. Elliot are 

managing, because a lot of people are in communication with 

them on a regular basis, but currently, of course, we are. We’re 

working on several scenarios that might unfold as the 

information comes in. 

We’ve committed to providing parents with regular 

updates. Yesterday, we wrote to parents individually, to school 

councils, to First Nations, to community education partners, to 

superintendents, to administrators, to teachers, and to families 

to provide as much information as possible. We’ve committed 

to continue doing that, and we appreciate everyone’s patience 

and understanding as we work to provide supports to continue 

student learning in this unusual situation and to implement the 

recommendations of the chief medical officer of health.  

Mr. Kent: I know that things are moving very quickly 

over at the department with respect to what we’re dealing with, 

and I just wanted to thank the deputy and all of her staff for 

being very adaptable, I’m sure, and moving so quickly on all of 

these things.  

One of the other questions that I was curious about is if 

there are any considerations being given to summer classes. I’m 

sure that every kid who isn’t listening right now is shuddering 

to hear me say that, but are there any considerations being given 

to summer school if this closure or suspension of class time 

continues for a longer period of time? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I’m not sure if the member opposite 

wants to be known for bringing up the idea of summer classes, 

but I’ll let him worry about that. I make light of it only in that 

all options are being considered — again, the period of time 

between now and April 15 — for an opportunity to explore all 

options, but we are constrained by the collective agreement, as 

well as by the Education Act, and we’re working closely also 

with the BC ministry for their guidance and assistance. 

Like everyone here, I likely hope that the suspension of 

classes will be short-lived. We will take each step as it comes, 

considering the options as they unfold that are in the best 

interest of our students. 

Mr. Kent: The minister spoke earlier — I think it was 

the last time we were up or perhaps in Question Period — about 

putting together some potential online learning plans. 

Obviously, that work will be undertaken by various schools in 

that time of the closure. I’m kind of hoping that she can give us 

a little bit of her early understanding of that. This is an 

infrastructure question, but is there enough bandwidth for every 

school in the territory, particularly those community schools, 

for this online learning to take place from those schools?  

I guess that would be the question: Is there enough 

bandwidth on the Internet for online learning to take place in 

the community schools? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I want to be careful not to give the 

impression that we are looking at e-classes or online resources 

that aren’t necessarily already available. We are very well-

positioned with respect to mobile devices that are available at 

schools, so if someone didn’t have access to that as a student, 

we might be able to sort that out for them. That became an issue 

— a well-resolved issue — last year at the Yukon Teachers’ 

Association negotiations. We are looking to focus on continuity 

of learning. So, a lot of individual assessments — which go 

along well with the curriculum in Yukon schools as we speak 

— will need to be done by teachers and by teams of educators 

to focus on and support continuity of learning.  

Yukon schools are able to provide a range of online 

learning opportunities through the Aurora Virtual School in 

high schools, and further work is underway to use online 

learning opportunities to ensure that students can complete their 

graduation credits in particular. Department officials are 

coordinating with the BC ministry on course credit options and 

online assessments, but it will really be focused on individual 

students and making sure that they can continue their learning. 

Grade 12 graduating students will only need the grade 10 

numeracy assessment, which is not a change but just a 

reminder, and we’re working to ensure that students who have 

not taken this assessment are able to meet that grad 

requirement. For grades 10 and 11 students, BC has postponed 

the graduation assessment, so those will be caught up at a later 

time, hopefully. 

We’re looking at essential learning; we’re looking at 

opportunities to meet families where they need it. I believe the 

question that I answered yesterday involved — what about 

families who don’t have access to computers? As I have said, 

we have some good mobile devices — online learning tools that 

we hope will be able to do that — to assist and support families, 
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and also, we will meet families where they are — if they need 

paper versions of learning tools as well. 

There will be a priority on course credits for grades 10 to 

12 students, because obviously they will soon be looking to use 

those marks for their future. Grades K to 9 students will be 

focusing on the continuity of literacy and numeracy activities, 

which can be provided on paper worksheets, online activities, 

or games — all kinds of things that will be directed by our 

educators. 

I am told by my colleague that the bandwidth in 

communities is robust and will support this kind of change, be 

it a short or longer plan, to make sure that students have access 

to their education. 

Mr. Kent: I’m pleased to hear that because some — as 

we have heard from some of our constituents — either have 

limited or no Internet service in their area, so they will be 

pleased to hear that there will be paper-based resources 

available to them. I know that some have made the choice to 

move to home-schooling for the balance of the school year 

now, rather than wait to see if classes will resume, so we’ll be 

able to pass that information on to them. 

Just for those who want to register for home-schooling, is 

there a home-school coordinator at the Department of 

Education, or is there someone specifically tasked with that 

whom they can reach out to? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The coordination for home-

schooling, either previously or now — there may be new 

interest from families for some of these options — should be 

addressed through the Aurora Virtual School. I think that is 

certainly something that can be done either working from home 

or online or e-mail or calls that can be responded to even in the 

current event of classes being suspended. 

Mr. Kent: I think that will do it for questions today with 

respect to Education.  

I do have one more, sorry — for the graduation ceremonies 

for this year’s grade 12 class, are there any contingency plans 

being made in case the current orders of the chief medical 

officer of health persist into June when those normally would 

take place? If so, what are those plans? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I want to thank the member opposite 

for his questions because I actually have notes and they are all 

categorized as the top topics that need to be addressed, such as, 

of course, the school council elections, further school closures, 

and the other things he has asked about. Graduation is certainly 

on that list.  

We have been speaking to the chief medical officer of 

health as this being one of the quick or soon-to-be-made future 

decisions with as much lead time as possible for parents. It is 

an unfolding situation. It is one of the top priorities for us to 

consider because of the nature of graduation ceremonies, 

gathering families, and opportunities for students to be 

together, which is so critical in their passing through a 

graduation ceremony and opportunity. It is, again, one of these 

decisions that is being triaged with the department with respect 

to how this process is unfolding. It is certainly something that I 

will commit to advising the members opposite about as soon as 

we know what sort of decision has been made — or even as we 

go along, which decisions are being made in a timely fashion. 

We are very mindful of the fact that this has to be made for 

students to have as much lead time as possible. We are also very 

mindful of the fact that, if it is one of the items or events that 

can recover in the next few months, of the importance of it for 

students and families. 

Mr. Kent: I guess I should ask the minister what else is 

on that list that she has. What are the other top topics? But I 

will just move on to some of these other things that I wanted to 

ask her about today. 

The first one is on the inclusive education review that is 

underway — and I believe it is Dr. Yee who is conducting that 

review. Are there any changes to the timelines of that review, 

given the situation that we are in? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Another topic on the list — thank 

you, Mr. Chair. No adjustment to the timeline has been made at 

this time. There is clearly a recognition that it might have to be 

adjusted. One of the portions of the early phase of that review 

is to go to communities — to visit communities. The consultant 

and others — representatives from the Education department 

and education priorities at the Council of Yukon First Nations 

— for instance, the Chiefs Committee on Education — are 

involved in this review, as well as certainly educators and 

others. So, the gathering of larger groups of people will be 

prohibited for the time being. So, it could well affect the 

timeline.  

We are currently talking to our education partners and 

determining how some of that work can continue or the portions 

of that work that don’t involve large gatherings can continue 

and consultation and then potentially options for gathering that 

information, perhaps in a different way. We are committed to 

the timelines, because we think that this is a truly important 

review of inclusive and special education, and we don’t want 

that to be delayed. But certainly it is equally as important. 

There’s a balance to be struck so that information can be 

properly gathered from communities. The timeline is a 

question; it’s still an open one.  

Mr. Kent: Obviously the Yukon Teachers’ Association 

had some concerns with how the initial stages of this inclusive 

education review were handled. I think perhaps other MLAs 

received letters from educators in their ridings. One of the 

quotes from the letter that I got is: “I’m deeply concerned that 

my government has made a number of important decisions 

about the review, it’s process, and mandate without hearing 

from the voice of Yukon educators or the YTA.”  

I’m curious. First of all: Why was the decision made to not 

have teachers involved initially in the process like they wanted? 

What outreach and discussion has been had with them about 

this since the announcement of Dr. Yee’s review? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I’m happy to have an opportunity to 

answer this question.  

I think some of the misunderstanding — and I’ve tried to 

unravel this ball of wool a little in trying to see the perspective 

of the Yukon Teachers’ Association. I know that the deputy 

minister has been in touch with the president of the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association on more than one occasion to have this 

conversation. I think some of the misunderstanding came from 
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the Yukon Teachers’ Association expressing an interest in 

being involved in determining the scope and the mandate of the 

review.  

The review was committed to back in 2018. We knew that 

a portion of the review would be affected by the Auditor 

General’s report that came out in June 2019, so there were some 

waiting for that to be the case. The scope and mandate of the 

review that’s to be done and is being done comes from the 

recommendations of the Auditor General, to be clear. As a 

result, the phases were designed to meet that scope and 

mandate. 

I think there was some misunderstanding at the YTA — 

and some criticism, frankly — that this was somehow decided 

without their input. We are following the recommendations of 

the Auditor General, and the scope of the review is focused 

there. 

The initial phase of the review is information gathering. 

Teachers are — educators are — being spoken to during the 

initial phase. Because it’s information gathering at that point, 

they are involved at that stage, and we will involve them 

throughout the process, because they are critical to this review. 

I have said that specifically in person and in writing to the 

president of the Teachers’ Association, and I hope we’re getting 

to a place where we all understand that. 

The president of the Yukon Teachers’ Association sits on 

the Yukon Advisory Committee for Education. The advisory 

committee on Yukon education was aware of this process, as 

well, as early as May of 2019 when we were trying to determine 

— waiting for the Auditor General’s report — how we would 

proceed. They will have input at phase 1 — the advisory 

committee — as well as the president in her role there. 

Teachers will be involved in the work that we do to 

respond to the recommendations going forward, and the 

recommendations provided by the consultant will be public, as 

well as a summary of what we heard. So, there are a number of 

opportunities. 

I don’t want to be heard to be saying anything, but we 

completely agree that educators are a contributing voice in this 

review, and they’re not a voice like every other voice, but they 

are equally as critical as parents and families and the 

experiences of children, as well as First Nation governments 

and educators, and how we will manage to gather all of this 

information in one place and proceed with recommendations. 

I’m happy to have — I hope in the very near future — a 

conversation yet again with the Yukon Teachers’ Association 

so we can resolve this. It’s a perspective difference.  

I think that it is something that we should sit down and 

resolve. I am concerned — and I expressed this also to the 

president of the Yukon Teachers’ Association — that, with the 

perspective and the information that has been provided — that 

somehow we have not taken into account the voice, the 

perspective, and the expertise of educators in the initial phase 

of this review — is just not correct. I will continue to work 

diligently on resolving that perspective.  

Mr. Kent: The minister mentioned that the initial work 

that was done was developing the scope of the review and that 

this is where there seemed to be some concerns from the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association at that time. Was that just done internally 

— determining that scope of review — or were there any other 

partners involved in developing that initial scope of this 

education review? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I want to be clear. The scope came 

from the recommendations from the Auditor General in the 

audit report and review of some aspects of the Department of 

Education and the services of Education in June 2019. 

Recommendation 70 from that report indicates that the 

department should “… conduct a full review of its services and 

supports for inclusive education. It should exercise a leadership 

role by, for example, engaging with teachers, parents, and 

specialists to determine how the Department can help teachers 

maximize student success. The review should include 

examining how best to: evaluate whether its approach to 

inclusive education is working; determine whether services and 

supports are having the desired effect; determine whether 

sufficient resources are in place to support inclusive education; 

prioritize students for specialized assessments; assess and track 

specialist recommendations; and assess and track teachers’ use 

of recommended strategies.” 

That is recommendation 70 from the Office of the Auditor 

General. That is the scope and the mandate of this review. It 

comes directly from that. As a result, that may be one of the 

issues that’s not entirely well understood, but those are the 

marching orders to the department, and that’s what we’re 

doing.  

Mr. Kent: The final question with respect to the review 

— and we asked about this at the departmental briefing — is if 

opposition members can be scheduled for a briefing once we 

get a better idea now of whether the timelines will be affected. 

Will the minister commit to providing opposition parties access 

to Dr. Yee for a briefing on her work? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Yes. I would be happy to do that.  

Mr. Kent: When the minister mentioned the Advisory 

Committee for Yukon Education, I pulled up the minutes of the 

last meeting, October 30, 2019, and it said that the next meeting 

will be scheduled for sometime in January 2020 and then a 

further meeting in May. Did that January 2020 meeting take 

place? 

Just while officials are looking for that response, I’m just 

wondering — if it did take place, when the minutes of that 

meeting will be available online as well. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The January 2020 meeting had to be 

postponed. The recent conversations around rescheduling that 

meeting were to align the advisory group with a meeting with 

the consultant, Dr. Yee. 

Of course, Dr. Yee, who normally resides in Vancouver, 

isn’t travelling here for that purpose. That meeting needs to be 

rescheduled. We’re trying to line it up with her. Intervening 

circumstances have meant that we will try to figure out how to 

do that remotely or perhaps have individual members of the 

committee online so that it’s not delayed unnecessarily. 

Mr. Kent: In those same meeting minutes — again, this 

is the Advisory Committee for Yukon Education on 

October 30, 2019 — it talks about the attendance area review. 

I will just quote from the minutes. It says: “Discussed the 
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upcoming review this year. Department has compiled current 

information about attendance areas and will be coming to talk 

to School Councils no later than January 2020 to do an initial 

presentation and leave information with them to consider and 

then provide feedback to the department. Noted that it is 

unlikely that all attendance areas will need adjustment.” 

Can the minister provide us with an update on that? Have 

all the school councils been talked to, and was it done no later 

than January 2020?  

With respect to the note here that it is unlikely that all 

attendance areas will need adjustment, can the minister provide 

the House with which areas will not require adjustment? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The attendance area at work is 

ongoing. The catalyst, of course, is to determine an attendance 

area for the Whistle Bend elementary school, which has to be 

assigned an attendance area pursuant to the Education Act. The 

attendance area review of Whitehorse elementary schools is a 

by-product of that exercise and has connections to the 

government’s five-year capital plan, including replacing and 

renovating aging schools. Student enrolment growth, of course, 

is being taken into account with that. Attendance areas support 

the governance and the operation of schools. The Education Act 

requires that every school be assigned an attendance area, and 

part of that work is to work with each and every school council 

in discussion — some more closely than with others in the City 

of Whitehorse. As we proceed with the review, we still have to 

meet with any potentially affected school communities through 

their school councils to discuss their attendance areas and to 

hear from them before any final decisions are made. 

Another factor in extending the timeline for this review or 

the work that is continuing to be done over this spring is that 

school council elections are due to be held in May, and new 

school councils will be in place for the new school year. It is a 

contributing factor, not a deciding factor, with respect to that 

work going forward. I don’t have a list of the school councils 

that we have — yet — met with, with respect to this, but I can 

confirm that the working group has determined where students 

are going to school and roughly where they live as a first step 

in this process, and that work will continue to be done over the 

next few months, with the opportunity to speak to school 

councils going forward. Everything is impacted by COVID-19 

and the response to COVID-19, Mr. Chair, but we will continue 

this work as best we can — meeting in small groups or 

contacting school councils in an online fashion or written 

fashion so that we can have their contributions moving forward. 

Mr. Kent: If the minister will just get us a list of which 

school councils have been talked to and which ones still need 

to be provided with the information, that would be great as part 

of some of the other information that we have requested here 

today. 

I have a quick administrative question, and I believe it’s in 

the Education Act that an Education annual report has to be 

tabled — and I think it’s due to be tabled in the current Sitting, 

which ends in a few hours, so I assume we’re not going to get 

it today, but does the minister have any idea when that 

education annual report will be made available and what 

process she will use to make it available to members of the 

Legislature in the absence of a Spring Sitting? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The annual report for the 

Department of Education would have been due by the end of 

April, and it will be available before that or at least by that 

period of time. It’s in draft; it’s being reviewed and will be 

ultimately printed. I have no difficulty providing copies to the 

opposition when it is available, and I think we need to take a 

look at the requirements of the Education Act. If it needs to be 

tabled in some other way or if it’s outside the parameters of the 

legislative Sitting, we’ll completely abide by all of those 

opportunities and figure out how to properly get this into the 

public domain. 

Mr. Kent: I look forward to getting that document — 

I’m assuming sometime in April. 

I have a few questions about the francophone school. We 

were told at the briefing that the final budget is $35.2 million. 

That’s what we’re looking at, as far as the francophone school 

goes. Can the minister tell us what the initial budget was for the 

school? So, how far have we gone overbudget with this project? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The completion of the French first 

language high school is making significant progress. It is 

anticipated to come in on budget. The total projected cost of the 

school is $35.4 million. This includes the contract awarded to 

Ketza Construction of $29.6 million, plus a total of $5.8 million 

in other costs required to build the school — project 

management costs, traffic studies, geotechnical studies, 

furniture and equipment, landscaping design, site work, and 

contingency costs, all in that $5.8 million. 

This amount also includes $7.5 million in funding over 

three years from Heritage Canada to support the construction 

of the francophone high school community spaces. The 

information that we have, as of today, is that the school is on 

budget and ahead of schedule. 

Mr. Kent: Sorry, Mr. Chair — I guess the number that I 

was looking for was: What were the original, I guess, cost 

estimates? Perhaps that is the better language to use. What was 

the cost anticipated to be? I mean, we can go back through 

Hansard and look at some of the other answers that we got, but 

when we first started talking about this school project early on 

in the government’s mandate, I think there was a substantially 

lower number given at that point, so I’m looking for what that 

initial number was. 

I know that now we’re at $35.4 million, but where were we 

when we started this? Like I said, I could go back into Hansard, 

but I would prefer just to get the response here from the minister 

today — if she has it, of course. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Those are the numbers that I have 

today, which is this current budget going forward. The costs — 

I don’t have the figure that the member opposite is looking for 

with me. I can provide it to him. I don’t want to guess at what 

it is. I have a memory of it, but I don’t think that is something 

you should rely on. We can provide it to him. 

Mr. Kent: I will look forward to getting that number. 

The school site where the francophone school is being built 

obviously houses Selkirk and F.H. Collins as well. Will any of 

the facilities that are being built — I am assuming that this is 
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where the outdoor basketball court is going, and there is the 

new track and field, the trades wing, and the weights facility 

there. Are any of the ancillary facilities to F.H. Collins going to 

be shared with the new francophone school? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: F.H. Collins, Selkirk, and the new 

French first language school education campus is an important 

part of education learning going forward for the future of 

Yukon education. The new school and its community spaces 

will provide modern, flexible learning spaces for students and 

community groups. The new school is part of the campus 

model, as I’ve noted, for Riverdale where groups, communities, 

and cultures can gather, learn, and play in a variety of facilities. 

The Government of Yukon will continue to work with all three 

school communities on the Riverdale campus to collectively 

implement the new campus model and to ensure that the needs 

of all students are addressed. 

Input from the neighbouring schools has been and will 

continue to be incorporated into the new French first language 

high school in order to balance the needs of all the schools on 

the Riverdale campus.  

We note that, while we welcome the contribution from the 

federal government to put some community spaces in the 

French first language high school, the outdoor basketball court, 

the track and field, the gymnasium, and the trades wings are, of 

course, attached to F.H. Collins Secondary School, but we hope 

that the communities can work together for the benefit of all of 

the students on that campus and can ultimately design and have 

a school community benefit for not only the Whitehorse 

education students but the community itself going forward. The 

ideal is that there will be cooperation between the parties. 

Mr. Kent: Who will ultimately be responsible for 

booking those facilities, like the track and the field? Is it going 

to be the principal of F.H. Collins — I mean, often, the 

principals are involved when it comes to the gymnasiums and 

that type of thing. So, I am assuming that if somebody wants to 

use the field after school for any athletic activities — or even 

beyond the time when the city takes over — and they have 

bookings for those fields — I’m curious, I guess, who has the 

final say on those facilities? Is it the principal of F.H. Collins, 

the principal of the new francophone school, or is it something 

that is done between the two of them? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am certainly happy to provide the 

information that I have. Again, I’m not always happy to answer 

hypothetical questions, but the plan is that the principals of the 

three schools are expected, of course, to work together for the 

benefit of all students with respect to facilities in their schools, 

and that is generally around school hours. With respect to after-

hours, the joint user group agreement that we have with the City 

of Whitehorse and their scheduling of those kinds of facilities 

after-hours will be in place with respect to those facilities. 

Mr. Kent: Just for officials, I’m going to walk through 

some of the capital projects on page 8-7 of the budget under 

“Schools and Student Services”. I might be looking for some 

further details in case those are available. We’ve already talked 

about F.H. Collins Secondary School and the $543,000, so 

there is additional parking lot work done and the basketball 

court. I would assume that there is paving to do at the French 

first language school — the parking lot there. We had heard — 

and I mentioned this at the briefing with officials — that there 

might be problems with the city’s storm sewer capacity at that 

site.  

If the minister can confirm for us, is that the case, or can 

these parking lots be paved and the storm sewer issues be dealt 

with? Who is ultimately responsible, if those storm sewers need 

to upgraded or expanded to accommodate additional water 

coming off of the hard surface there?  

If I’m not mistaken, it’s extremely close to the city’s main 

water source as well — the walls there. I’m assuming that you 

can’t leave it as gravel there, so I guess you might be stuck. You 

have to choose to pave it and expand those storm sewers, if 

possible — if the minister could provide an update — or if I 

have to ask a different department, I can do so in a letter.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As part of the overall plan for the 

Riverdale education campus, the Selkirk Elementary School 

staff parking will eventually be relocated behind the school. 

That has raised some questions about some of the infrastructure 

upgrades that are required for managing the storm water in that 

area, which the Government of Yukon is working on with the 

City of Whitehorse.  

It hasn’t yet been resolved for the 2020-21 school year. 

Until the upgrades are addressed, Selkirk staff parking will 

remain where it currently is in the front of the school, with 

visitor parking and school bus and parent drop-off areas. The 

site is a suitable option to provide appropriate parking for 

schools on this campus. We will continue to work with the 

school community to ensure that it meets their safety and 

functional needs. 

Infrastructure upgrades are required to manage, as 

described, the storm sewers and storm water in the area. As 

noted by the member opposite, federal funding is being sought 

to undertake upgrades to municipal infrastructure. Highways 

and Public Works is leading this work, and the parking will 

remain where it is until that can be sorted out. 

The three school communities on this campus will be 

sharing existing parking while these changes to the parking lot 

and the storm-sewer upgrades are underway. 

Mr. Kent: Moving on in that same capital vote to the 

Burwash school, in previous years, there was $50,000 assigned 

to the Burwash school, or the Kluane Lake School. It was a 

$50,000 estimate in 2019-20. None of that money was spent, 

according to the forecast. In 2018-19, $50,000 was the actual 

expenditure there as well. I am obviously curious about that. 

We can ask about that another time, but this year, it has jumped 

up to $500,000. In previous budgets, that was going to be the 

amount for the construction of that school. Now it’s gone 

tenfold into this year’s budget. It says in the briefing package 

that we got from the department that $500,000 is for the 

Burwash school for working in partnership with Kluane First 

Nation to relocate the existing Kluane Lake School to Burwash 

Landing.  

Can the minister explain exactly what work is going to be 

undertaken for that $500,000 expenditure? While I am on that 

same topic, looking at the budget documents, it looks as though 

the school that we had initially thought — and I will look back 
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to previous years’ budgets — was going to be about $500,000 

has now gone up to between an $11.5 million and $18 million 

facility. 

Obviously, there’s a fairly big discrepancy between what 

we were led to believe was going to be spent on that school in 

last year’s and previous years’ documents to what has emerged 

in this year’s budget. 

I’m looking for an explanation — what exactly the 

$500,000 is going to be spent on this year and why the cost has 

gone up so much. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As part of the commitment — let me 

just skip that for a second. I’ll come back to it.  

The funding in the 2020-21 budget — $500,000 for the 

Kluane Lake Burwash school — is to continue consultation on 

the development of a functional plan that would form the basis 

and the early design work for the facility — what I hope is all 

of the funding needed to design that facility. As part of the 

commitment to reconciliation and long-term capital planning 

for Yukon schools, we are pleased to be working in partnership 

with the Kluane First Nation to relocate the Kluane school from 

Destruction Bay to Burwash Landing.  

This comes at the request of our work with the Kluane First 

Nation. Originally, the conversation was to renovate an existing 

building, and that was early on in our conversations with them 

a few years ago — the $500,000 — and whether that would 

have been sufficient or not is a question that has evolved. 

Our officials are working together to move the project 

forward. Based on the five-year capital plan, as the member 

opposite has said, the project is estimated to be between 

$11.5 million and $18 million, but there is no information yet 

on space programming or potential enrolment. That is 

continuing to be worked on. 

We will be identifying additional resources in the 

department’s budget in future fiscal years to support the project 

going forward, and we can provide more details on the plan as 

these discussions move forward.  

Part of the evolution of this project is that the functional 

plan is being done to match an early plan — but done by the 

Department of Education, and I want to get the title of that plan 

correct, if I can just have a moment — which was available last 

year and sets out functional requirements for modern learning 

spaces. Of course, the functional plan for this project now has 

to adhere to those appropriate situations and opportunities for 

learning.  

It is a project that is long overdue. It is something that our 

government is committed to. I think that it is an appropriate 

evolution of education and reconciliation with that particular 

First Nation and an opportunity for students and families to 

remain, we hope in the future, in that area — for the opportunity 

to have their students educated near home.  

Chair: Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes.  

 

Recess  

 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order. 

The matter before the Committee is Vote 3, Department of 

Education, in Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21. 

Is there any further general debate? 

 

Mr. Kent: Before the break, we were talking about the 

Burwash school. I think the minister said that there are no 

details yet on space enrolment and programming. Obviously, 

the work this year will develop a functional plan, which would 

help to determine that, but I’m curious as to how this number 

was arrived at in the five-year budget documents — the 

$11.5 million to $18 million — if there are no details yet on any 

of these other things. Again, we have heard from some in the 

community that it could be being planned for 125 students. Is 

that what this number is reflective of, and then, how was that 

number arrived at, I guess, if that is the case? 

I’m just trying to figure out — if I was a contractor looking 

at this — saying that there was going to be an $11.5 million to 

$18 million project out in Burwash Landing in the next five 

years, then he might want to tick that off on his list of things 

that he might want to go after. But I am just not sure how that 

number was arrived at if none of this other stuff has been done 

first. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The estimate — I appreciate that is 

a wide estimate at this point that is included to give some 

numbers with respect to potential planning for the capital plan. 

It is based on the functional requirements upon which the 

functional plan will be based, and it takes into account things 

like — in terms of the design of the school — the size of 

classrooms required for so many students, of office space that 

is shared by admin staff, lobby space, and gymnasium — those 

kinds of things. As a result, the guidance of the functional 

report and requirements going forward sets a certain amount of 

that for estimation purposes.  

I can indicate that the conversations with respect to the 

Kluane First Nation — without disclosing the details of those 

— have been around a centralized part of a school building and 

then an opportunity to add, with classrooms or learning spaces 

— previously known to the rest of us as “classrooms”, but 

modern learning spaces — with the idea of expanding those in 

the event that school enrolment grows, for instance.  

Mr. Kent: Moving on to the modular classrooms — 

there is $2.1 million in the budget. Can the minister provide us 

with a breakdown of where those modular — how many will 

be built for that amount they’re anticipating? Which schools 

will they be deployed to? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We’re working with Education to 

acquire five new modular classrooms. Two of those modular 

classrooms are complete and have opened their doors to 

students and teachers, as the member opposite knows, at the 

Golden Horn Elementary School. A tender for a third new 

modular classroom for Selkirk Elementary School was 

advertised on February 18 of this year and did close on March 

12 of this year. We’re planning on procuring two other modular 

classrooms.  
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The Government of Yukon is also working with the 

Dawson City school community to discuss space needs and 

explore ways to ensure that Robert Service School meets the 

needs of students, the library, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and 

residents of that community moving forward. 

As the member opposite will know, the two modular 

classrooms at the Robert Service School in Dawson City late 

last year needed to be decommissioned and are not currently 

being used for the spaces that they were providing for the 

school in the past as a result of some mold that was discovered 

when renovation work started to be undertaken. As a result, that 

particular school and its needs have to be taken into account in 

this $2.1 million budget.  

Mr. Kent: Just to confirm — of that $2.1 million, there 

will be three modular classrooms built and then renovations to 

the one at Robert Service School. So that means that there were 

two modular classrooms built last year. Can the minister just 

confirm that for me? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am happy to clarify that if I haven’t 

been clear. 

In the 2019-20 budget, the two portables were built and 

placed at Golden Horn Elementary. A portion of the sum of 

money from that budget was used to begin the process with 

respect to the Selkirk portable. The $2.1 million that is in the 

2020-21 budget will be used to deal with the Selkirk portables 

— so the completion and placement of the two Selkirk 

portables — that will likely end up at Robert Service School.  

Mr. Kent: As the minister knows, other schools have 

requested modular classrooms or portables, including the 

Hidden Valley Elementary School. The Member for Lake 

Laberge brought forward a request again to ask the question of 

the minister about the potential for putting a portable at Hidden 

Valley School and if that is being considered. But then again, 

when I look at the five-year documents, there is nothing beyond 

this year for modular classrooms or portables, so I am not sure. 

Is this it? Is what we get this year for Selkirk and Dawson it, or 

is the five-year document just mistaken and missing some 

future portable construction? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We continue to, as a department, 

monitor the enrolment and capacity at the elementary schools 

in the City of Whitehorse very closely. There is an overall trend 

of enrolment growth. That won’t surprise anyone here, and 

that’s expected to continue. To provide more flexibility in the 

learning spaces in Yukon schools, the government has 

budgeted $3 million over two years to build the modular 

classrooms that I have noted — some already done at Golden 

Horn, one expected at Selkirk, and we continue to plan for the 

new Whistle Bend elementary school. 

The Department of Education is monitoring enrolment to 

help administrators and school communities plan for the 

changing trends for the short-, medium-, and long-term needs 

of Yukon schools. Some schools have increased enrolment, 

while others have decreased — families move, and 

neighbourhoods, and that sort of thing. One of the things that 

we spoke about earlier, the attendance area review, is an 

important part of this work. We have some schools where there 

are many students who live outside the attendance area for 

whatever reason, and we need to work at that. 

I have said before in this Legislative Assembly, and I’ll say 

it again: The attendance area review — we won’t be looking at 

moving students drastically out of schools they have come to 

know and love, but moving forward, we need to pay attention 

to attendance areas. With respect to Hidden Valley in particular 

— as the question makes reference to — Hidden Valley is not 

yet at its capacity, and we continue to work with that school 

community to have them use and modernize some of their 

available spaces and we can support that, as a department. 

It is always important — it is an exercise that we have 

encouraged all administrators to do — to look at their available 

spaces in whatever school they are in, and how to better use or 

utilize spaces that maybe haven’t been used for learning spaces 

before and think more broadly about that. 

Lastly, I can note that there is pre-registration kindergarten 

growth at Hidden Valley and at Holy Family elementary 

schools — so, that area of the city — and we will work with the 

school administrations to determine space needs and staffing 

plans to manage that growth, as we go forward. 

Mr. Kent: I apologize if the minister mentioned this and 

I just didn’t catch it — but are there no plans beyond this year, 

then, for any portable classrooms? Because in the five-year 

document, it’s a blank from beyond this year. Can the minister 

just confirm that there are no planned portables then, just given 

what is in front of us, as far as the five-year document? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: That is the document, as planned, 

before the member opposite. He is correct about those current 

figures in there. I would note, of course, that one — certainly 

with respect to schools and the Education portfolio going 

forward — one of the conversations we have regularly with 

Highways and Public Works and with my colleagues is that we 

are mindful of the fact that enrolment is potentially changing 

going forward and that future decisions might need to be made 

with respect to adjustments to that five-year capital plan, 

particularly with respect to schools. 

There has been a long period of time without a new 

elementary school. We are not sure yet about the effect that a 

new elementary school will have and how families might move 

around and where the student enrolment will land as a result of 

a new school in a few years, but it is top of mind and something 

that is looked at all the time with respect to adjustments that 

might need to be made, going forward. But my colleague across 

the way is correct: That is the current amount in the budget.  

Lastly, I will just note that Whistle Bend school is a key 

aspect in our work to address the growing enrolment in the City 

of Whitehorse. 

Mr. Kent: In past years’ Education debate or Question 

Period — or when I was engaged in questions with the minister 

— she talked about 700 vacant spaces in Whitehorse area 

schools. Perhaps she can just give us an update on what that 

number is now. Is it still 700, or where are we now with respect 

to the number of empty spots at Whitehorse area schools? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I don’t have the number at my 

fingertips, and I will note that management of enrolment across 

Whitehorse schools — and Yukon schools, frankly, but we’re 
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talking about Whitehorse schools in this question — is critical. 

I can commit to getting that number for you in some detail, and 

I would like to just note that, when you spread those empty 

spaces — if we can call it that — across a number of schools in 

Whitehorse proper, across K to 12 grade levels, it does tell a 

story, but it’s a complicated one.  

So, I can commit to providing that information to the 

member opposite. 

Mr. Kent: I wanted to talk about the Whistle Bend 

school for a little bit here. The amount of money in this year’s 

budget is $1.575 million for school planning and design. Now, 

there’s a generic scalable design that was in the budget a few 

years ago, and it was my understanding that it was going to be 

used for planning on the school as it is. However, the 

government put out a news release stating that the school would 

be a design/build by Colliers Project Leaders. We’re just kind 

of curious: is the generic scalable school design that was 

apparently done by the department going to be used for this 

school, or is it going to be a design/build as noted in the press 

release? Also, what we were told at the briefing with officials 

— we’re not sure exactly how this scalable school design will 

be used. It will be interesting to get some clarification from the 

minister. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The member opposite is correct. We 

had conversations regarding a scalable design. When that work 

was done, it resulted in a generic functional program; a generic 

functional program was the resulting document. That is being 

used with respect to this process for Whistle Bend school, but 

it is also a design/build project, which will build a design on top 

of a generic functional program, which I mentioned earlier 

today in answering the questions regarding Kluane Lake 

School. It is that functional program that helps scale projects 

like this, particularly schools.  

The school design is based on a generic functional 

program, which will accommodate, in the Whistle Bend school 

case, between 275 and 425 students. I hope that clears that up. 

Mr. Kent: When we first spoke about the generic 

scalable design, our party at the time and I, as critic, were 

critical of this approach based on what we had heard from some 

in the design community. I don’t have the exact numbers in 

front of me, but she indicated that having that would 

save millions of dollars over the long run — having that generic 

design — but now it’s a generic functional program.  

Can the minister just clarify where we went from a design 

to a functional program? Then, I guess, if there were millions 

to be saved, how much are we anticipating being saved from 

this new generic functional plan that she spoke about? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I think what we learned in that 

process, in answer to the question from the member opposite, 

is that the generic functional plan that was completed in 2018 

is, in fact, the foundational document upon which schools will 

be measured. It is the first piece of work in the planning and 

design part of a school development. It considers the types of 

rooms, the required spaces, based on the range and number of 

students, ultimately going forward with the modern learning 

spaces. This school design must ultimately also accommodate 

different sizes of schools, geology, land that is available, and 

those kinds of things. A generic functional program does 

provide guidance there and is based on the expertise of those in 

the business of building these kinds of facilities. Ultimately, the 

design will be based on that document. 

There is a savings. It doesn’t have to be done every time, 

obviously. This is an important resource that the Department of 

Education has not had before. Going forward, while it’s not a 

scalable design, it’s certainly the first stage in that process. I 

don’t have the number with me to say or estimate what that 

would cost, but we can provide what the ultimate cost was with 

respect to that functional program. Clearly, that doesn’t need to 

be done every time now. 

Mr. Kent: It sounds like there was going to be a scalable 

design, and then they moved it to a functional program — after. 

Just a couple more questions about Whistle Bend school. 

Obviously, the planning started last year, with about a $300,000 

forecasted expenditure, down from a $1.6-million overall 

budget. 

We’re looking at $1.575 million this year, as was 

explained to us, for planning and design. I know that there’s a 

committee that has been put together.  

I have asked this question of the minister before. I’m 

curious why no current teachers or members of the Yukon 

Teachers’ Association are on that planning committee, and then 

I will just get in a couple of other questions too. How much of 

that $1.575 million is for school planning, and how much of it 

is for design? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We are currently working on the 

planning for the new Whistle Bend school with partners and 

representatives through a project advisory committee and with 

the Colliers Project Leaders as the owner’s advisory for the 

project. As I have said earlier, that school will hold up to 425 

students. More specifics will be determined as plans progress, 

building on the base requirements for an elementary school, 

with the consideration of input from the project advisory 

committee about school programming and cultural and 

community needs. We have heard recently, in our work with 

this project advisory committee, that more perspectives and 

broader perspectives are being sought by them. I should note 

that, of course, one of them will be educators’, but I should note 

that educators from the Advisory Committee for Yukon 

Education did provide perspectives on modernizing learning 

spaces last year in the work that was begun on this school. On 

an ongoing basis, we work directly with a school staff on their 

facility needs.  

Of course, there isn’t a staff with respect to the new school 

yet, but we will be bringing in teachers and educators with 

expertise for the purposes of making sure that the school is 

responsive to the community’s needs and to what we know 

about modern education going forward and all the important 

aspects of the educators’ perspectives that are brought and will 

be brought to this project.  

Mr. Kent: Let’s move on to the Ross River School — 

$4.6 million for remediation at the school. At the briefing, I 

asked for some details on that expenditure. There wasn’t much 

in the written documents that we got from the department, but 

I’m wondering if the minister can just give us a breakdown of 
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what that $4.6 million expenditure is and where it’s going — 

how much is going to actual construction versus consultants 

versus whatever else has to be done with this.  

I’m looking for a line item breakdown on that $4.6 million 

expenditure.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I do understand that some of the 

breakdown with respect to this number was provided by the 

Minister of Highways and Public Works in his conversation at 

Committee of the Whole yesterday, but I’m happy to reiterate 

that. As we work with the Ross River School community to 

plan for a new school, we need to, of course, make sure that our 

top priority is that the building is safe, and the top priority is the 

safety of our students and staff. We continue to ensure that the 

current building remains safe and available for those folks — 

the students, staff, and the community.  

The government is investing $4.6 million for further 

stabilization work in Ross River School and is monitoring the 

school. The breakdown of that work includes: continuing 

inspections and reports; cooling of the crawl space at the Ross 

River School; work on the school roof and eavestrough; 

foundation monitoring to provide survey data; some electrical 

connections and mechanical repairs; and continuing to monitor 

the safety of that building for students.  

Mr. Kent: This remediation project has about 

$9.5 million to $13 million booked for it over the next five 

years.  

Is the government planning on making a decision on when 

to perhaps stop putting band-aids on this and make a decision 

on building a new school, rather than throwing $9.5 million to 

$13 million at the remediation of the existing school? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The figures in the budget with 

respect to the remediation of Ross River School are projections 

with respect to that opportunity. We certainly hope that some 

of those funds can be put toward a new school sooner than that, 

but the responsible thing to do is to include those amounts in 

that five-year capital plan. 

We are working with the community to determine their 

desires and requirements for an educational facility in that 

community. We are taking their lead with respect to those 

discussions. I think my colleague mentioned yesterday that 

there need to be conversations regarding a site, there need to be 

conversations regarding other opportunities and other projects 

that might be built in that community so that economies of scale 

can be taken into account. We hope that this work progresses 

before the five-year projections in the capital plan, but it’s the 

responsible thing to do to have those numbers there. 

Mr. Kent: We’ll check back in on that project as it 

progresses. 

A couple of other things in the five-year portion of the 

budget documents here. There are two projects listed — a 

Whitehorse school replacement and an elementary school 

expansion. A couple of years ago, we had Holy Family and 

Christ the King in this document. They’re no longer in here. 

Those are some of the projects. Obviously, there’s a lot of 

concern that we’re hearing from Whitehorse Elementary about 

the shape of the existing school and some things that need to be 

done. We have also talked in this House about a 10-year capital 

plan for schools. The minister has raised it on a number of 

occasions, but we have yet to see that document. 

When will these two schools be identified — which one is 

going to be replaced and which one is going to be expanded — 

and when can we see a copy of the 10-year capital plan? I 

believe that last fall, when we were in general debate on the 

supplementary, the Premier mentioned that it was an internal 

document at that time. I’m just looking for some clarification 

from the minister on if that document is nearing completion, 

and if so, when will it be done and made available to the public? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: We work with each school 

community on planning for their facilities and the short-, 

medium- and long-term needs that they express and options, 

including modernizing learning spaces — I think I have said 

this before — to reflect student communities and Yukon First 

Nations ways of knowing and doing, which are important 

elemental factors. 

The Government of Yukon has a five-year capital plan. 

That is what we’re working to and will continue to work to. 

That includes school projects to ensure that all buildings are 

safe and available for many years to come. School projects in 

the five-year capital plan include a new elementary school in 

Whistle Bend, modular classrooms — which we have talked 

about already — in the short, medium and long term — Selkirk 

and perhaps Robert Service — working with the Kluane First 

Nation school to relocate that school, the new French first 

language secondary school, the additional site features near 

F.H. Collins, and ongoing stabilization work for Ross River. 

We have touched on all of these.  

This five-year capital plan is the capital plan for Yukon 

schools and the Department of Education. All approved capital 

projects from the Department of Education are prioritized and 

managed through this plan, Mr. Deputy Chair. We work on the 

five-year capital plan to provide certainty and planning going 

forward, as I have mentioned already. Enrolment and 

circumstances in the City of Whitehorse give effect to 

adjustments that might be needed over time, but we are working 

to provide certainty for our school community and our business 

community going forward. 

The order of renovating or replacing priority schools will 

be based on criteria such as building age, seismic mitigation 

considerations, and operational needs.  

Most importantly, I want to indicate that conversations 

with Yukon school communities about the long-term planning 

for their facilities are ongoing and will continue over the next 

few years as discussions are had about future school project 

planning and development. I think it is critical for Yukoners 

and members of this Legislative Assembly to know that we are 

working very closely with school communities to have 

conversations about their needs and the facilities that they work 

in and that their children and families spend time in and to 

prioritize those in the long-term plan for replacing and 

renovating schools here in the territory — not a practice that 

has happened in the more distant past, I will say. 

I guess I really want to take the opportunity to note that the 

Whistle Bend project, in particular, is an exciting development 

going forward. While that’s the case — and we’re working with 
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attendance areas and school communities, parents, and teachers 

to make sure that this work is done in a very good way. It is 

also critical for us to work with school communities going 

forward, and it’s an important change.  

That Whistle Bend school decision has been made, but that 

doesn’t stop the work that needs to be done with respect to 

what’s next.  

Mr. Kent: I just wanted to touch on a couple of other 

topics before I turn the floor over to my colleague, the Member 

for Takhini-Kopper King.  

One is the Yukon Native Language Centre. I know there 

was a transfer agreement, I believe, from the Department of 

Education to the Council of Yukon First Nations when they 

took that over. I’m just wondering if the minister can point me 

to the line in the budget where that transfer payment is housed 

and exactly how much it is. Then perhaps she can give us an 

update on the certifications and the other work — the transition 

between the old model and now the new model of CYFN 

running the Yukon Native Language Centre — if the same 

amount of work is being done as was being accomplished 

before.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I will note first, for the member 

opposite, that the line item with respect the native language 

program exists under the First Nation initiatives part of the 

Department of Education. It is a figure of $1.135 million 

transferred to the native language program as part of a total 

budget for that branch of the department of $3.521 million. 

I can also indicate that the revitalization of First Nation 

languages and restoring First Nation responsibility for their 

languages is an essential part of the government’s work toward 

reconciliation. It is the reason that we have determined that the 

Yukon First Nations should be and are now in charge of the 

revitalization of their languages as a critical priority for 

restoration and reconciliation. There are regulatory provisions 

in place that require candidates for aboriginal language teachers 

to meet fluency and certification requirements and that those 

are structured and determined by the Yukon Native Language 

Centre through their programs that promote First Nation 

languages, learning, and certification as is their mandate and 

increase fluency and proficiency. 

The teacher certification regulations provide that a cultural 

certification may be issued to a person who has fluency in one 

or more Yukon First Nation languages, a native language 

instructor certificate or equivalent, and knowledge of the 

history and culture of Yukon First Nations. The department 

works to recruit certified candidates to fill vacant aboriginal 

language teacher positions. It does face challenges, but those 

individuals are certified by the Yukon Native Language Centre, 

and we are happy to support that work through the 

$1.135-million transfer payment that is given to them. 

Mr. Kent: I also wanted to thank the minister for the 

legislative return that she tabled today with respect to the 

number of students that were in the lottery. Obviously, we are 

approaching almost another full kindergarten class — who 

were in the French immersion lottery. As plans unfold, I know 

that the minister and the department are set for this upcoming 

fall, but if we continue to get numbers like that on the wait-list, 

obviously they will have to look at some different plans. 

Has planning started for either expansion of French 

immersion into other schools or increasing — that is what I am 

looking for. What kind of plans have started for expansion of 

French immersion to accommodate that growing number left 

out when all the lottery balls drop or however it’s drawn? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Early French immersion is a popular 

program in Whitehorse, and it’s offered, as the member may 

have noted, at École Whitehorse Elementary and Selkirk 

Elementary, and we continue to monitor and plan for the 

enrolment for this program and to recruit qualified French 

language teachers, which is a challenge on occasion — across 

the country, I might note, not just in the Yukon — to support 

all French second language programs. 

We work with families whose children have requested but 

have not been placed in early French immersion to find a 

suitable option for their children. I appreciate that the member 

opposite has noted that and that the numbers this year will 

likely be able to be managed in that way by working with 

individual families and their preferences. There is, of course, 

the availability of French immersion in grade 1 and late French 

immersion in grade 6, which generally has the ability to 

encompass those students who would like to study in a French 

immersion manner. 

All students who come toward that programming and may 

not be chosen or permitted initially through either sibling 

recruitment or the lottery are worked with on a one-by-one 

basis. We are working with the French second language 

advisory group and committee on this issue constantly. I should 

note that it’s not just about kindergarten entrance of individuals, 

children, and families who would like to study French 

immersion. We need to make sure that our French immersion 

programming is stellar, available, and meeting the learning 

needs of students all the way through high school, including to 

the end of grade 12. That is an important focus.  

I know that, when there is early kindergarten enrolment, 

the focus all seems to be on little kindergarteners and whether 

they’ll enter the French immersion world, but the truth is that 

we need to make sure that those programs are available and 

viable throughout their school career.  

Mr. Kent: We will touch a little bit just briefly on the 

Selkirk Elementary School. I know that the minister is aware of 

their concerns. She attended their most recent school council 

meeting and talked about the safety issues at the back of the 

school where the student drop-off is. They are looking for 

additional street lights and other aspects.  

When I was looking at the budget documents, it does say 

school facilities, parking lots, et cetera; $500,000 to $1 million 

this year. Can the minister confirm that some of that money is 

going to the Selkirk drop-off area for improvements there — if 

she could do that — and then it looks like $4 million to 

$5 million in the following fiscal. If she could identify what 

fiscal year that is done and also provide some certainty as to 

where the city’s responsibility ends on Selkirk Street with street 

lights, sidewalks, and even maintenance aspects and where YG 

or YG Education takes over responsibility for that. That would 
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be helpful. I know that this is something that the school council 

and parents in Riverdale have been asking me about for a while 

now. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: With some of the infrastructure 

upgrades, as I noted earlier with respect to Selkirk Elementary 

School, we’re working on it with the City of Whitehorse. In my 

recent meeting with the Selkirk school council, I really 

appreciated their work on behalf of their school community and 

their work and support with the Department of Education — 

and we are supporting them in these conversations with the City 

of Whitehorse — for the purposes of coming up with the best 

possible resolution to these items.  

They are ongoing. The determination for the line item that 

has been mentioned by the member opposite with respect to 

school projects could well include some of these opportunities 

for Selkirk Elementary. That budget item is permitted and 

determined by what we think will be the asks of schools and 

prioritization of that work over the coming year. 

I certainly have committed to Selkirk that we will continue 

to work with them and support their efforts with the City of 

Whitehorse. I don’t have the answer regarding where the 

Department of Education boundary and the City of Whitehorse 

boundary ends or where the two shall meet. It’s part of our 

conversation going forward. 

Mr. Kent: My final question takes us back to how we 

started today with respect to teachers who are looking to work 

from home. After we started our conversations today, our office 

heard from a teacher who has let us know that teachers are 

being told that they have to be at work on March 30 unless in 

quarantine — I’m assuming that is quarantine or self-isolation. 

Colleagues from other schools were contacted by their admin. 

This individual hadn’t received anything from her school, but 

this goes against the global directive of staying at home. 

Just for the record, that global directive that went out 

yesterday — from global notes on Wednesday, March 18, at 

4:13 p.m. — talked about work-from-home arrangements: 

“Except as set out in section 5, each department will make best 

efforts to have in place work-from-home arrangements for its 

regular indeterminate and term employees by the end of the day 

on Friday, March 20, 2020.” Section 5 is: “Employees who are 

carrying out critical or vital services for a department as 

identified in the department’s business continuity plan that 

cannot operationally be provided from home, will continue 

working in the workplace.” 

I’m hopeful that the minister can give me some clarity on 

this so I can get back to my constituent who reached out to us 

and let her know — if she’s not comfortable going back to 

school on March 30 — and I believe the minister said this 

earlier — that other arrangements will be made with the 

administration at the school. 

This is especially important, given what else was just put 

on my desk, and it’s a tweet that came across on March 19 — 

so that’s today — and it says that Dunleavy announces that the 

Trump administration has confirmed that Canadian border 

closures will not apply to crossings to Alaska. That’s extremely 

important. I know that the minister probably won’t have any 

background information on that, but I’m hoping one of her 

colleagues will. 

The initial part of that tweet was that there were two new 

confirmed COVID-19 cases in Fairbanks. Neither were travel-

related. Officials were trying to determine whether there are 

direct contact travel-related cases already confirmed in 

Fairbanks or, more concerning, community-spread. Obviously, 

we know that this virus is at our doorstep. So, I am hoping that 

the minister can give me an answer that I can provide to my 

constituent, and then either her or her colleagues can comment 

on what we’ve seen in this tweet — that the Canadian and US 

border remains open between Alaska and Yukon. 

While the minister is conferring with her officials, I would 

like to thank them for coming. I would like to thank all of the 

support staff in the Chamber, in Hansard, and anywhere that is 

providing support to us as we work into the evening tonight to 

try to get a substantive portion of this budget debated so that we 

can bring it to a vote later this evening. Thank you very much. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I can confirm that we are supporting 

work from home wherever possible. I don’t think it’s 

appropriate for me to determine or try to comment on what an 

individual has been told by their administrator or otherwise. I 

would certainly encourage the member opposite to speak with 

me outside of this Chamber. Hopefully, we can get some details 

so that we can make a response that is specific to the concerns 

that were brought to his attention and put them in touch either 

with their administrator or make sure, if there is a 

misunderstanding about the directive or the plans going 

forward, that we can sort that out. I don’t think that it is 

appropriate to do it here. 

Lastly, I appreciate all of the questions. I won’t comment 

on the border-crossing issue. I haven’t read that material, but 

certainly there will be lots of questions, unfortunately, in the 

next few days about interpretations of things. We will work to 

support all of our Yukon teachers and all of our teachers on call 

in this uncertain time going forward. I appreciate all the 

questions today. 

Ms. White: Mr. Chair, my colleague was certainly 

thorough, so my questions will be few.  

I just want to start off with the Yukon grant. The minister 

and I have discussed before the programs that qualify under the 

Yukon grant. I was just doing some quick math. It says that the 

Yukon grant will cover you for 170 weeks of education, which 

works out to funding, right now — based on $141 a week — of 

$23,000. 

We have talked about this before, Mr. Chair — I didn’t go 

to university, but I paid $15,000 for a private culinary school 

— that I was lucky, I guess, that I got hit by a car and I could 

use my insurance money to pay for school. My program — I 

think I ended up getting about $500 from the Yukon 

government, and that was mostly because I had achievement 

grants and not because it was the Yukon grant. We have 

programs here at Yukon College — the environmental 

monitoring program is a great one. 

I think, in this day and age, that it is important to recognize 

that trades have intrinsic value in society. Without trades, 

nothing happens. We grind to a halt. Of course, looking at 
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things like agriculture programs and meat-cutting programs. 

There are many different ways that education can look and it 

doesn’t have to be in an education establishment like a college 

or a university.  

One of the things that I have highlighted for the minister 

previously — and she told me that the department was looking 

into it — was that other programs should qualify. I have sent 

letters — for example, there is a young person who is going to 

flight school right now in British Columbia, and it is $110,000. 

This kid is going to be a commercial pilot but doesn’t qualify 

for the Yukon grant despite the fact that he grew up here and 

finished school here — and those things — because it doesn’t 

meet the program requirements and there is also the point, too, 

that says it is 170 weeks, so that is great for folks who are 

looking at university for the longer term. But for people who 

are going to have that kind of financial outlay for something 

that will get them into the workforce or getting them out the 

other side, it seems weird to me that Education would put the 

parameters on what is considered education or not. 

So, I just wanted to know what has happened since the last 

time we spoke about this — since it has been at least a number 

of months and possibly a year since we spoke about the Yukon 

grant and whether or not we were doing program evaluations to 

make sure that it would cover more people in their quest for 

education. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I don’t think the member opposite 

will challenge the fact that the Government of Yukon student 

financial assistance programs do support many students 

attending post-secondary education in a variety of 

opportunities. Many of the ones she has mentioned are 

problematic for sure. I don’t disagree — as the Department of 

Education doesn’t disagree — that education is changing. We 

need to be adjusting to the future of opportunities for Yukoners.  

The government will consider changes to the eligibility 

criteria in future reviews. There is work being done to 

determine whether or not some of that is regulation work that 

can be done or whether it requires legislative change. In the 

meantime, we have been working with Yukon University, 

suggesting adjustments to the program descriptions or designs 

that they have and the structure in their programming that 

would allow students to be considered under current legislative 

criteria — so, an opportunity to broaden that description a bit 

that will get us broader applicability to some students.  

One of the challenging pieces with respect to this work 

going forward is that any changes that we make have to also be 

consistent and coherent with respect to the Canada student loan 

policy so that we don’t fix something with one piece of 

legislation and then somehow adversely impact students who 

might have student loan applications as well through the 

Canada student loan program or act which provides for full-

time students to be eligible for financial assistance. That work, 

I can assure the member opposite, is ongoing. Has it progressed 

as quickly as either of us might like? That hasn’t been the case, 

but we can dedicate our commitment to making sure that as 

many students as possible can avail themselves of what is a 

very special opportunity here in the Yukon to have some 

funding assistance with respect to their ultimate post-secondary 

education, whatever that might be.  

Ms. White: The problem, as I see it right now, is that, 

although I appreciate that the minister has talked about new 

education, we have had airplanes and mechanics and carpenters 

and such for a very long time. It’s just that, thankfully, now 

we’re viewing those as viable careers. That maybe is a change 

in recent years. 

One of the concerns I have is around the eligibility criteria. 

The example I’m going to use is — you know, as an 18-year-

old or even a 19-year-old who started school, for example — 

family situations change, and to punish a young person because 

of the perception of where their parents may be or what their 

parents should be doing, I think, is kind of a dangerous path. As 

an example, let’s say that we have someone who graduated 

from high school here, did their first full year of university 

away, and they came back to the Yukon, because this is their 

home. 

In that time, a parent moved away out of territory, but that 

young person is still paying their income tax in Yukon, they 

have a Yukon driver’s licence, they have a Yukon permanent 

address, they have a Yukon health care card — only to find out, 

once they have applied to school and are well into the program, 

that they no longer qualify because a parent moved out of 

territory. 

My question is: When we’re talking about someone at this 

point in time who is an independent adult, they’re coming home 

to work full time, they’re saving up their pennies so they can 

pay for school with the expectation that the Yukon grant is 

going to get them through, why is a parent included in that 

eligibility? 

Again, there can be a whole bunch of different situations. 

I mean, I appreciate that often parents will be in a position 

where they can help, but they aren’t always able, and so to 

punish a person who is maintaining their Yukon residency, who 

is coming back, is here when they’re not in school — how does 

that fit into the eligibility of the Yukon grant? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I do appreciate the points being 

made by the member opposite. I just want to note that the 

Student Financial Assistance Act was amended in 2016 after 

extensive public engagement, including at that time expanding 

the eligibility criteria. I appreciate her point that it may not take 

into account everybody’s circumstances. Making changes to 

the criteria does require legislative amendment and public 

engagement.  

I also note — and I can attest to this because the appeals, 

once a decision is made, do come to my desk for the student 

financial assistance appeal process, which can take into account 

things such as are described by the member opposite — I 

certainly encourage individuals to take advantage of it. I have 

been very pleased with the way in which that board is operating. 

I have never met them or anything like that, but I certainly have 

noted that, when they write to me, they are taking into account 

individual students’ experiences. I would say that perhaps in 

the past, when I was first given the opportunity to have this job, 

none of those came to me. Now, more and more, they come to 

me with a practical approach about the effect and truly the goal 
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of student financial assistance, which is to help students get 

their education and pay for it.  

While it is not all perfect — and if there are individual 

cases, I would encourage the member opposite to bring them to 

our attention — certainly the overall point being made that 

individual circumstances sometimes don’t fit into the box is a 

good one. It is certainly something we are trying to encourage 

in the department on a case-by-case basis so that the right 

decisions can be made. 

Ms. White: I do appreciate that answer. 

For the appeal process, what is the typical timeline on an 

appeal?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am not aware of that because, as I 

noted earlier, they come to me after that process has played out. 

We can inquire about what the typical time might be and 

provide that information to the member opposite.  

Ms. White: I would appreciate that. The reason I am 

asking is that sometimes people get caught in situations that are 

beyond their control, including having made an appeal and 

having that postponed to a later date and still paying for school. 

I will send a letter. 

You were talking earlier with my colleague about First 

Nation languages. I have questions about First Nation language 

teachers and how a teacher becomes qualified to instruct First 

Nation languages in Yukon schools.  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: There are regulatory provisions in 

place that require candidates to meet fluency and certification 

requirements in order to become an aboriginal language 

teacher. That is the responsibility of the Yukon First Nation 

language programs under the YNLC, as it’s often referred to. 

They have the responsibility for their languages, and that’s an 

essential part of our government’s work toward reconciliation. 

The funding for that, as I noted earlier, was transferred to them.  

We continue to work closely with the Yukon Native 

Language Centre and the Council of Yukon First Nations on 

programs to promote First Nation languages, learning, and 

certification and on their mandate to revitalize Yukon First 

Nation languages and increase fluency and proficiency.  

It would be through the Yukon Native Language Centre 

that these certifications are achieved. I encourage anyone who 

is interested to contact them.  

The teacher certification regulation provides that a cultural 

certificate must be issued to a person who has fluency in one or 

more Yukon First Nation languages, a native language 

instructor certificate or an equivalent, and knowledge of the 

history and culture of Yukon First Nations. The department 

works to recruit certified candidates to fill vacancies of 

aboriginal language teachers, but as I’ve noted, that proficiency 

test — the certification — comes from the Yukon Native 

Language Centre for those individuals.  

Ms. White: I do appreciate that. One of the reasons I’m 

asking is that, very recently, a school where all my nephews go 

— actually, now they are all in school, and that is pretty 

exciting. There was a note sent home saying that First Nation 

language classes had been cut in half, by 50 percent, for all 

students. So, they were getting an hour a week and then it was 

going to be cut down to a half-hour a week for the entire École 

Whitehorse Elementary. In my understanding, it was because 

there were two teachers — it was a shared position — and one 

of the teachers hadn’t been able to go through the process to get 

the fluency requirement or to get the certification. So, my 

question is: How does the Department of Education work with 

the First Nation Language Centre to be able to facilitate 

teachers being able to get that certification, especially if we are 

talking about reconciliation and the importance of including 

First Nation culture in schools? Language is an excellent way. 

Actually, it is pretty fun right now — my oldest nephew is 12, 

turning 13, and I have a friend who is going to the YNTEP 

program at Yukon University. They speak Southern Tutchone 

to each other, which is pretty incredible, and it’s only because 

my nephew has been able to take these classes since he was a 

small child. 

So, I wanted to know the role that the Department of 

Education has in facilitating those requirements to be the First 

Nation language teachers? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: It is incredibly important, and I am 

pleased that the member opposite has mentioned reconciliation 

in relation to this issue. Yukon native language teachers must 

be both certified in a native language or Yukon First Nation 

language and be a certified teacher. While the situation that has 

been described is very unfortunate, we are not prepared to usurp 

any of the authority given to the Yukon Native Language 

Centre regarding their opportunity to certify who can teach 

language and culture on their behalf, to be quite frank. 

As a result, it is a balance. We certainly acknowledge that 

fluent speakers are difficult to find. We’re extremely 

encouraged by programs like the one at Champagne and 

Aishihik First Nations. It is an adult immersion program that is 

coming to the end of its second year, and they will produce what 

we hope is somewhere near — I think 12 is the number that I 

have; I could be wrong about that — fluent speakers, who will, 

after an adult immersion program, revitalize their language to 

that extent and hopefully be able to go forward and continue 

that. 

The Yukon First Nation language programs at the Yukon 

Native Language Centre are certifications that the First Nations 

together have determined are appropriate levels of fluency and 

proficiency, and we certainly respect that going forward. We 

work closely with them. We fund them, as I noted earlier. I 

forget the amount — the figure was $1.135 million or 

something like that. We support them in that way. We work 

closely with them as we recognize that having First Nation 

culture and language in Yukon schools is a top priority of ours 

going forward, and we anticipate that it will continue growing. 

Our work with our First Nation partners is built on 

reconciliation and built on the recognition that this is an 

important role that they have in our community, in our schools, 

as our partners and that we respect that going forward.  

We encourage anyone who is interested in aboriginal 

language teaching positions to enrol in the Yukon Native 

Language Centre to obtain certification on their fluency and 

proficiency in a Yukon First Nation language, and we hope that 

will continue to grow. 
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Ms. White: My understanding was that, with the two 

part-time positions, there was the ability for the ongoing 

learning, including participating at that language centre to get 

that certification. Is that not how the two part-time positions 

were designed?  

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am very reticent to talk about this 

in particular or to guess about it. I think it is a personnel issue 

that has been brought to the attention of the deputy minister. I 

would be happy to talk about it outside of this particular venue 

and see if we can’t provide answers for the inquiries that the 

member opposite might have going forward. I am concerned 

that this isn’t the appropriate venue to deal with that. I wouldn’t 

want to get the facts wrong, so I am happy to talk offline about 

this.  

Ms. White: Has the conversation been had with the 

community of Ross River as to where they would like their new 

school to go? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The conversation with respect to 

Ross River School and what the future of the school in that 

community looks like has begun. My colleague, the Minister of 

Highways and Public Works, and I were in Ross River last year 

with the opportunity to start those conversations with not only 

the school community but also the chief and council. I know 

that the Minister of Community Services has been to that 

community and had those conversations. The Premier has been 

in that community and had some of those conversations, so, 

yes, they are ongoing.  

I wouldn’t be able to say more about location or what they 

have determined are the needs of that school, but our 

conversations have been about encouraging a relationship with 

our government, listening to them very carefully, and 

determining how we can work together on this going forward.  

Ms. White: I am happy to hear that so many ministers 

have visited. I think that, unfortunately, the community is going 

to be disappointed to hear that their win in the hand games is 

not going to get them the road repaired right away. The reason 

why I bring it is up is that they were really clear just the other 

week that they want to move toward the sun, and they don’t 

want the school to be built on the permafrost. They want to be 

up the hill. It’s pretty much that, and it’s in a whole different 

story, because everything wants to go up the hill. I appreciate 

that, but I just thought I would put it out there. 

I believe it was last year that the MP announced that there 

was going to be a new science building. At the time, it was 

called Yukon College, and now it’s called Yukon University. 

Where are we in that science building? I imagine it’s a 

combination of federal and territorial money. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The member opposite is correct — 

an announcement by then-Yukon College that they had secured 

federal funding and the federal government announcement of 

approximately $26 million for a new science building. I know 

that work is being done at Yukon University with respect to the 

early planning stages. There have been conversations with 

Highways and Public Works about how this project should 

proceed. It is not anticipated at this time that the Yukon 

government will contribute significantly financially to that 

project, and we’re working with the college on issues around 

placement, land, ownership of land and buildings, of course, 

with the transition to a university. All of those issues are on the 

plate for conversation. 

Ms. White: I thank the minister for that answer.  

To be perfectly honest, when I heard that the schools were 

closing until April 15, I actually thought that meant that schools 

were entirely closing to April 15 and that teachers wouldn’t go 

back in March. 

Some of the questions that I have right now — I mean, I 

have read some of what principals have sent out, and I am trying 

to understand that. One of the questions I have is: How will the 

Department of Education treat educational assistants or 

intensive learning assistant teachers or teachers on call? 

So, typically, these folks are woven into the fabric of any 

school, and it helps make a school go, but what kind of 

reassurance does the department have right now that all of these 

folks who work within the Department of Education — what 

does the beginning of April look like for them? 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I just want to be clear. I appreciate 

that, for some folks, it might be a distinction without a 

difference, but there is a difference. The announcement 

yesterday was that classes would be suspended — not schools 

necessarily closed. The reason why we were careful to make 

that distinction is that we appreciate that teachers will be 

focused on continuity of learning for students. If they happen 

to be away at the moment, they may have resources in the 

school; they may have materials there. They may have the 

opportunity to work with other teachers who teach the same 

subjects or work with classes or students across the board.  

Of course, educational assistants and learning assistant 

teachers who are employed full time at the school will be 

expected, like teachers, to connect with their administration to 

make determinations for their abilities to work from home. I’ve 

made that commitment several times here today.  

With respect to teachers on call, it is one of the topics that 

we are currently trying to deal with. We have dedicated and 

committed — this government, our federal government — that 

individuals who are adversely affected in a financial way with 

respect to their work as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic will 

be worked with so that they don’t suffer that financial loss and 

would certainly be eligible — if their contracts, for instance, 

were, in the past, a certain amount of reliable work and that is 

not available to them — they will likely be eligible for the 

federal programming going forward. 

We have committed, as I did earlier today in answering this 

question, to making sure that we look at that individually and 

with the Yukon Teachers’ Association. Our priorities, 

Mr. Chair, are to support staff to return home and to work from 

home, if at all possible, and to support students and their 

families. We anticipate that this work will be done. We spent 

two hours yesterday with the principals of all the schools in the 

territory, speaking to them about how this work can be done 

and about how they are required to reach out to their staff about 

how they can make these determinations in the best interests of 

their students. We expect that this work will be done.  

The commitment, if I have to reiterate again, is to support 

staff as they return home — a good number of them are out of 
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the territory and perhaps even out of the country at the moment. 

We support them to work from home if at all possible, focusing 

on the continuity of learning for our students. 

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 3, 

Department of Education? 

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate. 

 

Ms. White: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I feel like I earned it.  

Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I request the unanimous 

consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 3, 

Department of Education, cleared or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 3, 
Department of Education, cleared or carried 

Chair: Ms. White has, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, 

requested the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole 

to deem all lines in Vote 3, Department of Education, cleared 

or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $192,995,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $24,724,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $217,719,000 

agreed to 

Department of Education agreed to 

 

Chair: The matter now before the Committee is Vote 18, 

Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 

minutes. 

 

Recess 

 

Chair: The matter now before the Committee is Vote 18, 

Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

 

Yukon Housing Corporation 

Hon. Ms. Frost: As the Minister responsible for the 

Yukon Housing Corporation, I rise today to present the 2020-21 

capital and operation and maintenance budgets for the Yukon 

Housing Corporation. 

I would like to introduce the officials with me today. I have 

Pamela Hine, Yukon Housing Corporation, over here and 

Gurmaan Rai, manager of finance, Yukon Housing 

Corporation. I just want to acknowledge the staff at Yukon 

Housing Corporation for doing such an exceptional job and 

really great work. I will just acknowledge Pamela for her many 

years of service to the public service in the Yukon government 

and also wish her well in her future endeavours. I know that she 

has done so much for the Yukon. I want to also take this 

opportunity to show my appreciation and thank both the staff 

and the board at the Yukon Housing Corporation for their hard 

work and dedication to making more affordable housing 

options available to Yukoners. 

This government understands that, to have healthy, 

vibrant, sustainable communities, Yukoners need to have 

homes that fit their needs and that they can afford. Yukon 

Housing Corporation works hard at being a trusted housing 

partner. This budget includes increases to our programs, 

opportunities to leverage partnerships, investments, and a range 

of housing solutions to meet the needs of communities. 

I will just stop there and go into the questions on the main 

estimates for the Yukon Housing Corporation. 

Ms. Van Bibber: I, too, would like to thank the officials 

for coming and also extend our thanks to Pam Hine and wish 

her well in her ongoing endeavours — and also to thank you for 

coming and assisting us at this lovely hour of the evening. 

As we know, housing issues in the Yukon continue and 

there don’t seem to be any easy answers to get this wait-list 

down. So, we have 274 on the wait-list, and, of course, having 

the large population in Yukon, Whitehorse has the biggest wait-

list. What does concern me is that we have 96 seniors on this 

wait-list. 

Can the minister give us an understanding of why this list 

stays stagnant and the numbers are not coming down? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: I appreciate the question with respect 

to the housing units and the wait-list.  

The Yukon Housing Corporation has worked really hard 

over the course of the last three years to bring more affordable 

housing units to the Yukon. Working with our communities, we 

have increased the housing complements through, for example, 

the Da Daghay Development Corporation. We have social 

housing units here in the city. We have some units identified 

for the communities and are really working hard to reduce the 

wait times.  

We have specific areas that we’re working on. One is to 

ensure that we have more resources and supports available to 

victims of violence, which we identified most recently in an 

announcement. We are looking at ensuring that we provide 

units to the homeless population, those who are precariously 

hard to house — housing affordability. I would suggest that the 

wait-lists really are based upon priority needs. We have a 

growing population, but we certainly want to focus on changing 

that trend. With the new Housing First complex just opening 

up, we have a number of units there that will eliminate some of 

the pressures here in the city. We have some initiatives in this 

year’s budget that we’re working on. One of those units is 

looking at supports and a Housing First project in Watson Lake, 

for an example. 

We’re seeing some high pressures in the larger centres — 

Watson Lake being one, and in Dawson City. We’ve worked 

really hard with the Klondike Development Organization to 

reduce the pressures there. We will continue to work with our 

partners in acknowledging that sometimes it’s hard, as we look 

at the wait-lists and the time frames and making sure that we 
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have the right amount of budget allocation and the complement 

of funding in each one of our communities to address the 

pressures.  

Of course, Whitehorse being the centre, we want to really 

try not to focus on the urban-centric model but try to look at 

ensuring that we bring supports to all of our communities. That 

was really clear in the mandate letter from the Premier to look 

at aging in place in our communities, which was a significant 

piece of the aging in place work that was collaborated on by 

Yukon Housing Corporation and Health and Social Services.  

I would venture to say that, of course, we always have a 

wait-list, but we are working really hard to ensure that we 

reduce the wait-list with the new funding initiatives that we 

have.  

Ms. Van Bibber: Under capital, under the heading 

“Social Housing”, the amount in the current budget is more 

than double what was allotted last year. Can the minister 

explain what is happening to cause such an increase in social 

housing? Where is this money being spent? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: For the capital expenditures for social 

housing, it is broken down into specific categories. We have 

renovation and rehabilitation of existing stocks. We have 

$1,200,000 in that particular budget. We talked about a lot of 

that previously and about modernizing our housing units, but 

we also talked about moving away from single-family 

dwellings and trying to look at multi-unit facilities. That will 

provide for some of that as we look at renovations and 

rehabilitation of our units. 

We have housing stocks that are over 30 years old in some 

of our communities, so the resources are put into providing 

funding for that. We have energy retrofits — identified as an 

estimated 12 social housing units, and 75 percent of that is 

recoverable under the low economy fund. We have allocated 

$1,402,000 in that line item.  

Unit conversions — single-family units, as I indicated 

previously, are covered in this one particular line item — 

conversions to reduce wait-lists as well as looking at older 

housing. Priorities are given to projects that support aging in 

place within our communities.  

The Carcross mixed-use sixplex is budgeted for in this 

particular line item. That allocation is $200,000. We have 

Watson Lake Housing First, which is $200,000. A lot of this is 

for planning, drafting, and supporting the communities.  

The $750,000 is going into the design of the mixed-use 

complex in Old Crow. Whitehorse has a mixed-use housing 

project as well. We have $9 million in that budget. In the 

northern housing fund, there is $1,900,000.  

Ms. Van Bibber: There is $3.2 million in the rural home 

ownership program to help Yukoners buy or build and to get 

people into home ownership in our rural areas. How is this 

money divided between the communities? Is it first come, first 

served? How is the money decided per community? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The item that the member is inquiring 

about is through an individual application process, not by 

community. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Thank you very much for that answer. 

You had mentioned $200,000 being allocated to a Watson Lake 

Housing First project. As we know, we’ve just opened our first 

in Whitehorse. How big will this project be in Watson Lake, 

and how many residents is it being planned to hold? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The project in Watson Lake kind of 

evolved from discussions with the community. We’ve had 

some really great discussions with the Liard First Nation to look 

at a design project in the community. The $200,000 is allocated 

for design and planning.  

I just want to acknowledge the Yukon Housing 

Corporation staff under the leadership of Pamela to look at a 

partnership initiative there and start those initial discussions. 

I’m really pleased with where we are there, given that Watson 

Lake has come forward as a key priority.  

We have another initiative with housing and ensuring that 

we have resources in the future available for a shelter place as 

well, so it is important for us to work with our partners to gather 

information to identify client-type program — type and 

proponent to best deliver the program.  

The information would include the homelessness count 

that is currently underway. We have a scheduled meeting 

coming up in April. It will be the municipality, the First Nations 

and the NGO community, and the Housing Corporation to 

complete the project to have construction commence in 2021-

22.  

So, that’s the vision and we will continue to access federal 

resources. How much and how many units right now — that’s 

to be determined by the community.  

Ms. Van Bibber: The home repair loan program assists 

homeowners in the ability to address upgrades and repairs to 

existing homes. Under the heading, there were three grants and 

loans: the accessibility enhancement grant, the emergency 

repair grant, and a home repair loan.  

Can the minister break down the figures for each of these 

programs? To follow up: Under the emergency repair grant, 

how quick is the turnaround should an emergency repair be 

needed? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: There is $1.6 million for home repair 

loans to assist homeowners to address upgrades and repairs to 

existing homes, broken down into three distinct areas: the 

accessibility enhancement grant for $600,000; we have the 

emergency repair grant, which is $350,000 — and that is 

assessed as quickly as we can to review and turn that funding 

around, given that it is an emergency repair grant — home 

repair loan — adequacy and suitability — $700,000 in that line 

item. 

Ms. Van Bibber: The new policy that was introduced 

last year for staff housing and government employees where 

there is now a three-year maximum to stay in staff housing in 

the communities — and I do understand that this is way too 

early to assess the policy — however, can the minister tell us 

what feedback she has received from employees who rent in 

rural communities? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: How it works — the Public Service 

Commission administers the units and Yukon Housing 

Corporation actually manages the facilities. That is done in 

collaboration. Keep in mind, when this came to be, it was really 

a major concern that was brought to the attention of the 
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government at that time — about equity and transparency. We 

had a social housing client on one side, who was paying a 

significant amount — 25 percent of their income, as it was 

governed that way — and then individuals who would go to 

work in the spring and would still get charged back that same 

amount. The consistency — the tenants who were in the staff 

housing on the opposite side of the duplex, for an example, 

would be paying a consistent rate across the board. That, in 

itself, posed a lot of challenges for the community.  

So, the objective was really to provide some transparency, 

so we have heard some concerns about limiting the three years. 

There is the possibility of extending that under extenuating 

circumstances. I want to just encourage staff to consider other 

housing options in the community and, if there is availability 

— recognizing that it isn’t always available in our 

communities.  

We have heard some concerns, for certain. Like everything 

else that changes, we want to ensure that we align to be more 

reflective of market rates in the community and also ensure that 

we aren’t further marginalizing our clients who are not in staff 

housing in the same unit. 

Ms. Van Bibber: We can’t go through a session without 

mentioning the Vimy housing project. We are wondering why 

there was no mention of it in this project. Are there ongoing 

talks with the society or any future plans to assist this project? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: The Vimy Heritage Housing Society is 

still continuing to work with the federal government. We are 

continuing to meet with them to provide them with the supports 

that they need to access resources. That is kind of where it is at 

currently. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Under the five-year capital concept, 

there is a line saying that there are deployable mobile home 

units, but it isn’t starting until 2021-22. Can the minister 

explain this item? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: So, the deployable mobile homes are 

intended to provide supports in the communities where we are 

seeing imminent pressure and it’s intended to be mobile so we 

can move it around. I think we kind of came up with this — or 

the department came up with this concept when we ran into 

some major issues in one of our communities and we needed to 

find housing imminently and we weren’t able to do that within 

the housing complement in the communities. The objective of 

that in next year’s budget is to consider this as an option or a 

means in which to provide some ability to support the 

community should that arise there — in any one of our 

communities.  

Ms. Van Bibber: As we all know, the reason we’re 

sitting here tonight is because of COVID-19, which is a world 

pandemic that we’re going through. I’m afraid the situation we 

find ourselves in — the positive economic climate of our recent 

years is certainly gone. As I turn the floor over to the Third 

Party, I would like to add my sincere thanks to all the legislative 

staff and the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms and of course Hansard 

— who captures all of our words — for making our work go as 

smoothly as it can, especially under these hard circumstances. 

Thank you. 

Ms. White: Of course, I thank the officials here from 

Yukon Housing Corporation, especially Pamela Hine. It has 

been a pleasure learning all things housing from you in the last 

many moons — quite a long time — and I’m sure your next 

endeavours will be exciting and you’ll bring a lot to that. We’re 

lucky to have had you. 

Mr. Chair, my questions right now are not very numerous. 

We had a great conversation in the briefing about COVID-19 

and how it would affect renters right now in the Yukon Housing 

Corporation. What I’m looking for is just for the minister to tell 

me how — so, for example, not everyone who is a Yukon 

Housing Corporation tenant is on social assistance. A lot of 

folks have jobs and their jobs could be affected right now. I 

wanted to know what assurances Yukon Housing Corporation 

tenants had from the minister of Housing as to how they could 

pay their rent or not pay their rent or what assurances her 

department has.  

Hon. Ms. Frost: I understand that people are worried 

and concerned about paying their rent, paying their mortgage 

or their loans. As always, Yukon Housing Corporation 

continues to work with the tenants and the clients who we have 

to really try to understand their individual circumstances and 

come up with a reasonable solution — one that is appropriate 

and that meets their needs. We will continue to monitor our 

policies and continue to work with our clients to ensure that 

they align with the changing circumstances. So, I want to just 

assure our clients that they will not get an eviction notice should 

they not be able to pay their mortgage or their rent this month, 

given the circumstances that we are in. I think we have to be as 

flexible as we can to work with the tenants who are in our 

facilities. 

Ms. White: Maybe if we could break that down into 

plain language. If a tenant has concerns, should they contact the 

Yukon Housing Corporation or the Whitehorse Housing office? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Given that the units are managed by 

Yukon Housing Corporation, I would suggest that, if 

individuals have concerns or questions, that they would present 

themselves at the Yukon Housing Corporation office and work 

through that avenue. 

Ms. White: In this time of social distancing, are they 

able to call? Can a client call the client relations phone number 

and have an initial conversation with someone before they 

present themselves physically in the office? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Of course, it is set up so that, if clients 

need to call in, they can call in. In the Housing office, we have 

a screen set up as well so that, if someone feels it necessary to 

come in person, we have measures set up also. Certainly, call 

first and speak with the Housing staff and we will certainly 

make sure that we have sufficient staff on hand to answer all 

the questions that are presented. 

Ms. White: Just so we cover all the bases — so, anyone 

who has borrowed money from the Yukon Housing 

Corporation for home renovation programs, anyone who has 

borrowed money through the down payment assistance 

program, anyone who has borrowed money through the first 

time homebuyer at one point in time, any lending program — 
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just to get it on the record — they can all contact the corporation 

and have that conversation? 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Yes, that is correct. Please call the 

Yukon Housing Corporation and work with the Housing tenant 

relation officers, and they will assess the situation, look for an 

appropriate solution with each individual who calls. 

It is certainly important that we keep in the forefront of 

everyone’s mind making reasonable decisions that meet the 

needs of Yukoners under such extenuating circumstances. 

Ms. White: Normally, I would have a lot more questions 

for the Yukon Housing Corporation, but understanding the hour 

of the day — especially for our friends in Hansard — I want to 

thank the minister and her department for the leadership in this 

very specific thing — making sure that people know who they 

can contact if they have questions or concerns and that 

assurance that they don’t have to be afraid on April 5. But they 

should call ahead of time. Don’t wait too long, folks — call if 

you know that there are going to be problems.  

With that, Mr. Chair, I have no further questions. 

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 18, 

Yukon Housing Corporation? 

Seeing none, we will proceed with line-by-line debate on 

Vote 18. 

Mr. Kent: Mr. Chair, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, I 

request the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to 

deem all lines in Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared 

or carried, as required. 

Unaimous consent to deem all lines in Vote 18, 
Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared or carried 

Chair: Mr. Kent has, pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, 

requested the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole 

to deem all lines in Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, 

cleared or carried, as required. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted. 

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $19,431,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $35,532,000 

agreed to 

Total Expenditures in the amount of $54,963,000 agreed 

to 

Yukon Housing Corporation agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Chair, pursuant to Standing 

Order 14.3, I request the unanimous consent of Committee of 

the Whole to deem all remaining Votes in Bill No. 203, entitled 

First Appropriation Act 2020-21, carried. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all remaining Votes 
in Bill No. 203, First Appropriation Act 2020-21, 
carried 

Chair: Ms. McPhee has, pursuant to Standing Order 

14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committee of the 

Whole to deem all remaining Votes in Bill No. 203, entitled 

First Appropriation Act 2020-21, carried. 

Is there unanimous consent? 

All Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.  

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $1,254,786,000 agreed to 

On Capital Expenditures 

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of 

$369,719,000 agreed to  

Total Expenditures in the amount of $1,624,505,000 

agreed to 

On Schedules A and B 

Schedules A and B agreed to 

On Clauses 1 and 2  

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to 

On Title 

Title agreed to 

 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Mr. Chair, I move that you report 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21, without 

amendment.  

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. McPhee that the Chair 

report Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21, 

without amendment. 

Motion agreed to 

 

Chair: As the bill identified in the Order to sit past the 

normal hour of adjournment has now been decided upon by 

Committee of the Whole, it is my duty to rise and report to the 

House. 

 

Speaker resumes the Chair 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

May the House have a report from the Chair of Committee 

of the Whole? 

Chair’s report 

Mr. Hutton: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has 

considered Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 

2020-21, and directed to me to report the bill without 

amendment.  

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Chair of 

Committee of the Whole. 

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Agreed. 

Speaker: I declare the report carried. 

Bill No. 203: First Appropriation Act 2020-21 — Third 
Reading 

Clerk: Third reading of Bill No. 203, standing in the 

name of the Hon. Mr. Silver. 

Speaker: The support staff can come into the gallery if 

you distance yourself. 
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Hon. Mr. Silver: I move that Bill No. 203, entitled First 

Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now read a third time and do 

pass. 

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that 

Bill No. 203, entitled First Appropriation Act 2020-21, be now 

read a third time and do pass. 

 

Hon. Mr. Silver: I have a really long speech here, but 

seeing as how everybody is extremely tired and we have 

worked an extremely long day together, I just want to say thank 

you to every MLA in the House for their diligence in getting us 

past the main budget in this extraordinary amount of time in 

extraordinary circumstances. 

I want to thank the support staff from all of the different 

political parties who are joining us here today in the gallery 

with social distancing in mind. Thank you for all of your hard 

work, your diligence, and your service to Yukon. These will be 

the moments that you remember for the rest of your life. You 

have all done extremely good work, and I really am proud of 

everybody in the political offices. 

To Hansard, above and beyond, we all — I know that I 

speak on behalf of all MLAs, and I am sure that the other 

leaders are going to want to have their say as well, but I tell you 

— we know that this has been a trying time for you, and we 

really appreciate your efforts not only for us as MLAs but for 

all Yukoners. 

To the Clerk’s office, and to yours as well, Mr. Speaker, 

thank you for your patience in getting us to where we are, and 

to all my colleagues, ministers, backbenchers, and MLAs on 

both sides, thank you. 

We are definitely in interesting times, Mr. Speaker. I urge 

everyone now to go back to their ridings and work with their 

elders, work with their community, make sure the people are 

safe, and provide the leadership that I know you all will.  

 

Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to this at third reading, I 

would note that the world and the Yukon are facing a serious 

issue with the declared pandemic. In times like this, it is not 

business as usual. Extraordinary times do require action. While 

we do disagree with a number of the choices that the 

government has made in their budget, we have also agreed to 

focus on the big picture, because times like this require setting 

aside partisanship and working together to support the response 

to the pandemic. That is why we reached an all-party agreement 

to expedite debate on the budget. This will also allow 

departments to focus on pandemic response and not be 

distracted by supporting ministers in the Legislative Assembly. 

I just want to thank everyone who is working in pandemic 

response, including: officials and staff in every government 

department; hospitals and staff; physicians, nurses, and health 

professionals across the territory; Emergency Medical Services 

staff and volunteers; other first responders, including fire and 

police; municipal and First Nation leaders; staff in the federal 

government, as well as people in the private sector and non-

governmental organizations; and, last but not least, individual 

Yukoners who are doing their part, taking action and making 

sacrifices to ensure that, as a territory, we are responding in the 

best way that we can to the threat posed by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

This is a time to remain calm but also to take action. Please 

follow the advice of public health officials and avoid 

unnecessarily buying goods that other people may need. By 

working together, the Yukon can minimize both the health and 

economic impacts. 

On behalf of the Official Opposition, I would like to thank 

everyone who is part of this effort for the Yukon and, of course, 

thank those who have supported us in sitting later this evening 

so that the budget could be passed and so that department staff, 

hospitals, and others can focus on responding to this pandemic. 

 

Ms. White: It is hard to imagine when we got called 

back in on March 5 that this is where we would be on March 

19. It is hard to imagine between this week and last week the 

changes that have happened.  

You know, this is not business as usual. Right now, our 

grocery store clerks are heroes. Our janitorial staff are heroes. 

We have people who never would have been viewed as front 

line who are now being viewed as front line.  

We thank all of those on the front lines from the hospitals 

to the nursing staff to those in Community Services working on 

the pandemic response to EMO. We want to especially thank 

those who may not view themselves in the positions right now 

that they are in — like I said, those at the grocery stores and 

those stocking the shelves. We thank the Hansard staff, because 

if it’s 600 degrees in this room, it’s probably 1,200 degrees in 

that room.  

Mr. Speaker, take care. We look forward to better days.  

 

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close 

debate.  

Does any other member wish to be heard on third reading 

of Bill No. 203? 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thank you to the members opposite 

for their comments. Thanks to everybody in the Legislative 

Assembly. Go home to your loved ones. You’ve all done great 

work today. Thank you very much.  

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question? 

Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members: Division. 

Division 

Speaker: Division has been called.  

 

Bells 

 

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Dendys: Agree. 

Hon. Ms. Frost: Agree. 

Mr. Gallina: Agree. 

Mr. Adel: Agree. 

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Agree. 
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Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree. 

Mr. Hutton: Agree. 

Mr. Hassard: Disagree. 

Mr. Kent: Disagree. 

Ms. Van Bibber: Disagree. 

Mr. Cathers: Disagree. 

Mr. Istchenko: Disagree. 

Ms. White: Disagree. 

Ms. Hanson: Disagree. 

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, seven nay.  

Speaker: The yeas have it. I declare the motion carried.  

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 203 agreed to 

 

Speaker: I declare that Bill No. 203 has passed this 

House.  

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of 

Yukon, in her capacity as Lieutenant Governor, to grant assent 

to the bill which has passed this House.  

 

Commissioner Bernard enters the Chamber announced by 

Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms 

ASSENT TO BILLS 

Commissioner: Please be seated. 

Speaker: Madam Commissioner, the Assembly has, at 

its present session, passed a bill to which, in the name and on 

behalf of the Assembly, I respectfully request your assent. 

Clerk: First Appropriation Act 2020-21. 

Commissioner: I hereby assent to the bill as enumerated 

by the Clerk — so, twice in a week. 

I would like to thank you again for your work over the last 

two weeks.  

Take care of yourselves and each other. 

 

Commissioner leaves the Chamber 

 

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. 

Before we adjourn this Sitting, I have a few brief 

comments. I would like to extend my thanks on behalf of the 

Speaker — myself — the Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Chair of 

Committee of the Whole, and on behalf of all Members of the 

Legislative Assembly to the Clerk Dan Cable, Deputy Clerk 

Linda Kolody, Clerk of Committees Allison Lloyd, Director of 

Administration, Finance and Systems Helen Fitzsimmons, 

Operations Manager Brenda McCain-Armour, Finance and 

Operations Clerk Lyndsey Amundson, as well as Sergeant-at-

Arms Karina Watson and Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms 

Terry Grabowski, who all provided invaluable support to all 

MLAs and their staff in order for all of us to continue to do the 

important work that we are sent here to do on behalf of all 

Yukoners. 

As well, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

the skilled team at Hansard, the pages, and all the other 

background staff and contractors who keep this operation 

going.  

I would also commend the hard-working civil servants 

who deliver services to Yukoners, particularly at this time, and 

support to all of us, as members in our work. 

This is an especially trying time for Yukoners, and I want 

to assure all of our constituents in our beautiful territory, from 

Old Crow to Carcross and from Beaver Creek to Watson Lake, 

that all members of this House have you in our thoughts, and 

we are all prepared to do whatever it takes to get through these 

challenging times. 

Yukoners are resilient folk, and I know that we will 

continue to help and support each other in the next weeks and 

months. Indeed, I have immense confidence that we will 

emerge from this period of uncertainty and concern as an even 

stronger tight-knit community of relatives, friends, work 

colleagues, teammates, and neighbours. I encourage all 

Yukoners to continue to be kind and generous and to assist 

those less fortunate wherever and whenever possible. 

Thank you very much. 

Adjournment of Sitting per special adjournment 
Order 

Speaker: Pursuant to the special adjournment Order 

adopted earlier today, this House now stands adjourned until 

1:00 p.m., Thursday, October 1, 2020. 

 

The House adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

The following legislative return was tabled March 19, 

2020: 

34-3-17 

Response to oral question from Mr. Kent re: French 

immersion enrolment (McPhee) 
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