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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE YUKON TERRITORY 

Page I. 
Monday, January 22 , 1968 . 
4 : 20 o'clock p.m. 

The Fiist Session of the Council for the Year 1968 , being the 
Second Session of the Twenty-First Wholly Elective Council of 
the Yukon Territory, was convened in the Council Chambers at 
4 : 20 o'clock p.m., on Monday, January 22 , 196 8 .  

The Membe�s present were: 

Mr. John O. Livesey, Carmacks-Klu�ne 
Mr. George O. Shaw, Dawson 
Mr. Norman S. Chamberlist, Whitehorse East 
Mr. J. Kenneth McKinnon, Whitehorse North 
Mrs. G. Jean Gordon, Mayo 
Mr. Donald E .• Taylor, Watson .Lake 
Mr. John Dumas, Whitehorse w�i� 

Mr. Clerk read the Proclamation. . '. , ' , 

Mr. Speaker: .The Second Session of the Twenty-First Wholly 
Elective Council of the Yukon Territory will now come to 
order. Mr. Clerk, I wonder if you would please escort the 
Commissioner to the Council Chambers so that we may hear his 
opening address'� The House now stands adjourned to hear the 
Commissioner's Opening Address. 

Mr. Jo Smith, dommissloner, is escorted into the Council 
Chamberi. 

. 

Mr. Commissioner: Mr. Speaker, Members of Council, it gives 
me pleasure to open this special session, the first session 
in 1 968 . There will be three Bills that will be presented to 
you and such other matters as may be necessary for us to deal 
with. It is to be hoped that this will be a .short and fruit-
ful s�s�io� tor all concerned. 

. 

Mr. Spea�er: I wou'ld like to. thank the Commissioner for his 
Opening, Address, and :t concur with .his remarks and I feel sure 
this wiI��e a �ery frciitful session. 

Mr. Commissioner is escorted from the Council Chambers. 

Mr. Speaker: I will now call Council to order. 

Mr. Ta�':ior: Mr. Speaker, I would like to move that the Address 
of the Commissioner be considered on a day following. 

Mr. Shaw: I will second that motion, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: 
the question? 
carried. 

You have heard the motion. Are you prepared for 
Are we agreed? I will declare the motion 

MOTION CARRIED MOTION 
CARRIED 



BILL #1 
INTRODUCED 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

BILL #2 
INTRODUCED 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

B ILL #3 
INTRODUCED 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

Page 2 .  

Mr . S peaker : Is it your pleasure at this time that we pro c e ed 
with Daily Routine? 

All : Agre ed . 

Mr . S peaker : I wi ll table the Commissio ne r ' s  Opening Address 
at this S e c ond S e ssion o f  Council . Are there any reports o f  
C ommit t e e? Introduc tion o f  Bills? 

Moved by Councillor Shaw, s e c onded by Councillor Dumas , that 
Bill No . 1 ,  An Ordinanc e  t o  Am�nd the Fuel Oil Tax Ordinance , 
be introduced at this time . 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor McKinnon , se conded by Councillor Gordo n , 
that Bill No . 2 ,  An Ordinan ce  to Amend the Motor Vehicles 
Ordinance , be introduc e d  at  this time . 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Chamberli s t , s e c onded by Council lor Shaw , 
that Bill No . 3 ,  An Ordinanc e  to Amend the Liquor Ordinanc e ,  
be introduced at this time . 

MOTION CARRIED 

M� . Speaker :  Are there further Bills  to be introduc ed at this 
time? Notices of Motion or Resolutiori� 

Mrb McKinnon : Mr . Speaker ,  I �o uld lik� t o  give Noti c e  of  
Motion concerning constitutional devel opment� 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Notices of  Motion or 
Resolution? May we pass t o  Orders of  the Day? Notic es  of 
Motion for th� Produc tion o f  Papers ? The re are no Motions . 
Are there any questions? Public Bills or Orders ? What is 
your pleasure now , gentl emen? 

Mr . Shaw : Mr . Speake r , I would m ove th�t we call it five 
o ' c l o ck . 

.':" 

Mr . Chamberlist: I will s e c ond that motion , Mr . Sp eaker. 

Mr . Speaker : Mo ved by the Honourabl e Member for Dawson , 
s e c onded by the Honourabl e Member fo r Whitehors e Eas t , that 
we call it five o ' clock . oIs the Hou s e  prepared for the 
ques tion on the motio n? Are we agreed? I will d e clare the 
mo tio n carried . 

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . S pe ak er: The Hous e now stands adj ourned until 10 : 00 a . m .  
t omorrow morning . 

C; 
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Page 3 .  
T!lesday , January 23 , 1968. 
10:00 O'clock a . m. 

Mr. Speaker read th�, daily pra:Y,e r .  All Councillors and Mr. 
Legal Adviser w�te present . 

Mr . Speake r :  Mr . Clerk , is there &' quorum present? 

Mr . Clerk! There iEq Mr . Spea.ker .  

Mro Speaker;  I will now call Council t o  order . I have no
thing to report this mornirig . Are there any reports o f  
Commi t tee? Introduction o f  Bills? Notices o f  Motio n or 
Resolution? And passing t o  Orders of t he Day , Notices o f  
Motion f o r  the Producti on o f  Papers? There are n o  Motions 
for the Pro duction of Pap ers passed on the Order Paper .  The 
next i t em is Motions . Motion No. 1 ,  moved by Counc illor 
McKinnon , se c onde d  by Councillor Dlimas • • • •  would the House 
a c c ept that this Motion ha d been re,a.9.? 

All: Agreed .  

Mr. Speake r: Would the Honoura'ble Memb.er  for Whit ehorse, North 
be prepared to introduce and discuss thi s Moti on at this.time ?  .;. ,J: :r'" 

Mr.�cKinnon: Mr . Speaker, I have had requests by Members of' . , > 
Council 

'
that this Motion be moved into Commi t te e for disc'ussion 

��! t would so ask t he House that this be done. 

Mr . Speaker: Is that a moti on" Mr . McKinnon? 

Mr. McKinnon : I would move that Motion No. 1 be passed into 
Committ e e  for discussion� Mr. Speake r. 

' 

Mr . Chamberlist: I sec ond. that motion , Mr. Speaker .  

Mr. Speaker: Moved by the Honouraole Member for Whi tehorse 
North , seconded by the Honourable Memoer for Whitehorse East , 
that .Moti on No . 1 be moved into Committee for discussion.  Is 
the Ho�se prepared for th e q�esti on on the mot ion? Are we 
agreed? I will declare the motion carrie d .  

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . Speaker. Xhe next period �s the question period , and I 
wonder, Mr. Clerk , if lOU wQ�ld advise the Commissio ner that 
we would like his presen c e  here in the House? I will de clare 
a sho�t five minute recess. 

RECESS 

Mr. Speaker. I will now call Council back to orde r , an d we 
are in a qqestion peri od, Mr . Cb'mmissioner. Are there any 
questions? 

Mr�Ohamberlistl Mr.  Speaker ,  I wish to address this question 
to tneGommissione r .  Mr . Commi�sioner" i f  Council is not 
sit t ing when the Parliamentary Committee on Constituti onal 
Reform fo r the Yukon arrives he re , wi ll the Commissioner be 
calling a spe cial session of Council so that the Parliamentary 
Commit t e e  can sit w1th Council? 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

QUESTION RE 
CALLING OF 
SPECIAL 
SESSION 
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Mr . Commissioner : Mr . Speake·r ,  I hesitate to  give a n  o f f  the 
top of my hat answer to  this question , but I woul d put it this 
way . I think t hat if such a situation as the Council lor has 
discribed should arise , I think that I would' fe�l du ty bound 
to c onsult wi th th e Speaker and arrive at a course o f  ac tion 
which would be satisfact ory to  the circumstances as they 
a c tually were at that time . 

Mr . Dumas : Mr . Speaker , a supplementary question • • • •  I·f it 
is the wish o f  the Council to  be convened at that time , I can 
presume fro m your answer th&t'you wo�l d ,  in fact , call Council 
t ogether in a formal session .  

Mr . Commissioner : Well , c ould I put it this way, Mr. �peaker , 
thatth'e' questi on of fo rmal session I think is something tha.t 
we �ould bav� to discuss at the time� as t o  �hatth� tircum
stances were , but I will put it very clearly to you that it  
i s  c erta.inly not  going to  be my wish to  put any road -bl ocks: 
of any kind in Council's way to discuss this matt e r  fully wi th 
these pe ople when they c ome here . What ever the proper and 
sa tisfactory manne r of handling this to al l concerne d ' i·s , this 
would be the manner that I would hope that we coul d  handle it . 

:J' 

Mr . Chamberlist: Mr . Speaker) i questi�n to Mr . Commissioner • • •  

Mr . Commissioner , in view of th e Liquor Taxation Bill that will 
be be fore this House , I wonde r  i f· Mr . Commissioner could advise 
,C.ouncil how it was pc:ssible for' Mr . 'Commissi oner to inc rease 
the fede ral liquor tax far beyond the taxation require d by the 
Fe deral Gove rnment for liquor . 

Mr . Commissioner: Mr.  Speaker , the amount of federal taxation 
that was imposed and the t otal revenue anticipated as a" con
se quenc e o f  the liquor pri c e  chang'es wili ha.ve a 'di f ference 
of approximately a t enth o f  one pe r c ent of our t otal sales 
pi c ture for a year . The taxa ti on was impose d on li quor and " 
not impose d on beer . If the sales pat tern of this last year 
was to be, identical . a • •  in other words , . i f  the exa c t  proportion 
o f  dollars taken in at the liqu�r store  betw�e� hard liquor 
and beer was to c ontinue:'tO'p'revaii , there could be a pot ential 
ne t gain to the Terri t ory as a, conse quence; 0'£ this ' price change 
of approximate ly $12 , 000 . As the pric e  'of�liquor go es up , we 
find that the dollar value of beer sal es t e nds t o  increase and 
i t ' s  ve ry hi ghly questi onable" that there will be any net 
increase to the Te rritory fro m thi s  pric e  change . In other 
words" the price change 'has 'oeen caiculate d  to the very b�st 
of my ability and the pe ople' ini"my Liquor: Control Department 
to return to the Territory th� taxation th�t has be en imposed 
by the Fe deral Government .  The method of doing it  was t o  use 
the no rmal pri cing formula for liquor and to leave the  pric e  
of b e e r  alone . 

Mr . Chamberlist: Mr . Spea�er� a �upplementary questf6n • •  �. 

Mr . Commissio ner; I wonder if you bouldtell Council whe re 
y our authority lies to change the fe deral regulati ons on liquor 
taxa That is, the fe deral increases whi ch were made suggeste d  
that they were to  b e  'approximat ely sixteen c ents a bottl e:and' 
that the federal tax ' on beer was to:, be put on . : My queatiC?n , :,' 
there fore , ,is for you t o  t ell 'Counci l where 'you receive' : ,; 

authority to al te r  the fede�al' taxatiori;" ' 

Mr . Commissioner: I have no authority at all to  alter federal' 
taxation , Mr . Speake r .  I think this i s  ve ry appare nt . The 
Li quor Ordi nanc e gives me authority to establish the pri ces 
at which liqu or wi ll be so l d  in the Territory , and as far as 

._---/ 
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Mr . C ommissioner continued: 
changing the fe deral taxation is c oncerne d , I think what: '�the 
questioh'is as to where did I ge t the authority -from t o'dis
tribute i t  unequilly , in other words , whe�e did I g�t the 
authority from to  put ,i� on liquor and not: on be e r .  I would 
say that I have followed the pattern that has" apparently been 
established o ver the years in handling this;'nCi.mely ,'  that the 
last several changes in liquor pri cingi eith e� �) m,nufaciturer's 
increases or by fre i ght rate differentials or tax changes , have 
been applied in this manner . Thi� is exactly what I have con
tinued on to do . My question was ,'to the Liquor Department 
peopl e , what is the end result of this going to be? Is this 

• going to be an e quitabl e situation as far i�recovery is don
c er'ned , or is i t  going t o  be an une quitable one ? This was 
the basic question . ' 

Mr . Taylor: Mr�Speaker, I have a question t o  dir e c t  to  the 
Commissi oner this morning . In as much as it  woul d appear a 
majority of Council are conside ring the passage of thr e e  
further tax bills imposing further taxatio n o f  t h e  people  of 
the Yukon ,  c ould the C ommissioner gi ve me his assurance' that , 
upon the assent'and passage o f  these bi lls , all the monies 
that have been cut-back and all the programs whi ch hav� been 
cut -back Will be  fully restored at:thistime , immediately 
upon assent ?  

Mr . Commissi oner: 'Mr . Speaker , this i s  a pre t ty far;;'reaching 
question t o  ask for an-bff'tlie top of my hat reply . Wit h  
r espect , Mr . Speaker, I ' would put i t  t o  you, this way . I don't 
think'it' is the prorogat ive'of the Territorial A dministrati on 
to h6ard money ,:atid as'taiati6ri' dollar� be come available I 
think that it  is up to the Administration , t o  impl ement' or 
supplement or carry on those programs which , bY virtue of the 
lack o f  funds , had to  be curtailed"over the past ten o r  e leven 
months,(:� Howeve r , some 6f'these programs , literally speaking , 
have gone by the boards , su ch as stre e t  maintenance  in the 
outlying c ommunities.  The si tuation that 'w� .. c.Q:uld do is bring 
t he snoW removal back up to its normal standards . Now , I 
d6ri1t think�hereis any desire on my part; arid i ' m  sure �he re 
is 'np d&sire on Co�ncil's part t o  see us re c o�er.funds and 
not make any use o f  �hem� The idea' is these are ,moriies in the 
publi c purse ' for use in the ��blic 'domain .  I\think it is a 
duty o f  my Admini strati on t o  put those ' funds to:u,.s,e along 
approved lines in the ' publi c domain as soon as they are avail-

. able to�the m .  " " ' " 

Mr . Dumas: Mr . 'Speaker , a supplementary question' • •  o .  I think 
the:.question was ori cut':" backs , ndt o iithe' additional taxes 
tha.t 1d-ill be " raised and hbw they will ',be spent .  I think simply 
w��arit to  know if the cut-backs will be restored� I believe 
they will , from' what you sai d  yesterday , but we woul d like 
that assurance again. The'operation and maintenanc e cut - back 
and' the loans capital cut..;.back�.�. 

Mr . Commissioner: Well , I would put it t o  you this way . I'm 
going to be calling the Financial Advisory Commit t e e  toge ther 
in the very near future , a.nd'the f irst thing that we.will:t>e 
examining be fore we cart do very ' mu ch ' with the Terr'i t orial ' ,' 
budge t is estimating the total revenues that will, be 'availabl e  
dwing fiscal 6 8-69 and the expenditures i n  the public sphere , 
and what ever those monies t otal , those are the monies we are 
going to  be puttin� in the budget report. 

QUESTION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 

QUESTION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 



QUESTION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 

QUESTION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 

GtUESTION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 

Pa ge 6 .  

Mr. Taylor : Mr . Speake r ,  I have a suppleme ntary quest ion 
to this affair . I woul d di rect  it to  Mr. C ommissioner. I 
have heard many "possiblysl1 and III think" in this matt e ro 
I ' m  wondering i f  Mr o Commissioner could settle this mat t e r  
b y  advising Members o f  Council , clearly and c oncisely , 
whether or not all these cut - backs will be reinstated , j ust 
simply and purely , yes or no o 

Mr o Commissioner: Mr o Speake r , I don ' t  want to be evasive. 
about .this situation .at alL I have no int ent ion o:f. be ing 
e vasive o o o o I don ' t  think that I have to be , but what cut-ba cks 
are you t alking abouL Now , first ,and foremost , we: .have:,cut
backs in the fiscal . y ear 1967- 68 0 Some o f  those piogra�s· are 
simply not a vailabl� to us anymore 0 In , other words , summer
time stre e t  maintenan6�� o o o t here ' s  not io much we can'do 
about this now that summer has gone. Now , wi th fiscal 68- 69, 
o o o ocan I assume that , this, is the period that we are mainly 
talkir+g abol.,l.t nere? The budge t will be'. constructed around, 
the full amounts o f  money t1:J.at are . . avaliable to  us from all 
pot ential sourGes o " , " , , 

Mr o Chamberlist: Mro Sp��ker , ' J;h,ave a question I wi ll 
ad��e�s t o 'the Coinmission�r because now . .  I really am suspi c- . 
{ous. Mr o Commissioner� ,the qu�stiqns,that have been as�e d�.o 
I must follow those questi ons up o Could the Commissioner 
state clearly , 10 that those cut- backs o f  capital expenditures 
which . have been made w�l�b e  �einstat ed and, . 2 o  that th�se. 
cut�backs on'ope�ation and maint enanc e ,  less for that pqrtion 
up,. t9 the time thes�' Tax. . Bills will be put int o e ffe<?t , if , , ' 
ih�y ' are , will alsqbe reinstated • .  Now�, this is a simple 
question , Mr o Cqmmis�io ne r , and I think there can be, only 
one answer ,  ,yea or nay .. . ; :  

Mr o Commissioner : Mr o Speaker, I ca� only answer the questi on 
. i n·the,manner. in whi c h  i t  is'prqper to  answe r  it ,' namely , th e 

budget for 1968-69 will be cqnstructed around the whole 
,am ount of money that is availabl e to'us from all sourc e s o  
Federal capital • •  o o I can ' t  quote the figure right off  the 
�op of my hat on thi s o  It i s  in t:he Sessional Paper re ferred 
t o  you,yeste rdaYp • •  o totals for two years in the nei ghbourhood 

�ot seven and three-quart e r  milli6n doll�rs o Up until this 
particular day , we have commited something in the neighbour
hood of two million dollars of thi s:�·:�he·amount that is '" 
l eft�in r ound figures , is fi ve milii on a�d some odd thous�nd 

' dollars o This' will be OUr capital avail�bili ty for the 'n,xi 
c onstruction season o "As far as opera tio n and maint enance' , 

funds are concern<:.4 , 'this has bee ndetaiied in  the pape r , and 
they will be use d".:f:;o i'h.E:dr absolut� ,·:fullest in the ·.budget " 

; " ,�ha t is present e d  to  CC;unci l  anddi.��usse d priorly with the, 
Financial A dvisory Commi t t e e  • .  In other words , there is no .' 
intention on my part t o  withhold the spending o f ,any funcls:: 
that are available t o  us at any time to  spend in t�o se .. cii�J 
e gories whi ch we have the authority to spend them , namely , 
the authority that is given to  us by Council. 

". Mr 0 Dumas : "A, s�pplemen tary , question � o :�: 0 then we . have ' your 
assur�nc e  iha( .ihe funds that :�r e  menti oned in the last 
Federal-Ter ritorial Financ ial Agreement will still be avail
able? We can assume that? 

Mr. C ommissi one�: As outlined and suppleme nt e d  in  the S essi onal 
Paper that you have , be cause there was c e rtain of those funds 
which you know by the explanati ons gi ven that are no t wholly 
available to  us by virtue o f  the ten or so months o f  the 
fiscal y ear that has already gone byo This is the only 
di fferenc e o 

�\ 
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Mr o McKinnon : In S essi onal Paper No o 54 , Mr o Speake r , pro
j e c t s  and loan capital moni es  for 67-68 and 68-69 have been 
reduced t o  an e ven five million dol lars o With the passage 
o f  the Tax Bills, will this five million dollars now be 
available to the Yukon Te rritory for spendi ng? 

Mr o Commissione r : Plus anothe r two and thre e- quart ers 
million dollars approximately o The total capital for the 
t wo years are reinstated once your Tax Bills are cleared and 
the approximate amount o o o o $7 , 780 , 000Q 

Mr o McKinnon: Thank you , Mr o Speake r o  

Mro Speake r : Are ther e  any further questions? Publi c  Bills 
and Orders , gentlemen o  

Moved b y  Councillor Dumas , s e c onded by Councillor McKinnon , 
that Bill No o 1 ,  An Ordi nanc e to  Amend the Fuel  Oil Tax 
Ordinan c e , be given Firs t  Reading at this t ime o 

MOTION CARRIl!:D 

Moved by Councillor Dumas, s e cond e d  by Councillor McKinnon , 
that Bill No o 1 ,  An Ordinanc e to Amend the Fuel Oil Tax 
Ordinanc e ,  be given Second Reading at this time o 

MOTIO N CARRIED 

QUEST ION 
RE CUT
BACK 
MONIES 

FIRST 
READING 
BILL #1 
MOTION 
CARRIED 

SECOND 
READING 

· BILL #1 
MOTION 
CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Shaw , s econded by Councillor Dumas , that FIRST 
Bill No o 2, An Ordinance to Amend the Motor Vehi c l e s  Ordin- READING 
ance , be given First Reading at this time o BILL # 2  

MOTION 
MOTION CARRIED CARRIED 

Move d by Councillor Shaw , s e cond e d  by Councillor Dumas , that SECOND 
Bill No. 2, An Ordinanc e to  Amend the Motor Vehi cles Ordin- READING 
anc e , be given Se cond Reading at this time o BILL # 2  

MOTION 
MOTION CARRIED CARRIED 

Moved by C ouncillor Shaw, s e conde d by Councillor Gordon , 
that Bill No o 3 ,  An Ordi nanc e to  Amend the Liquor Ordi nance , 
be given First Readi ng at this time o 

MOTION CARRIED 

Move d by Councillor Shaw , s e conded by Councillor Gordon, 
t hat Bill No o 3 ,  An Ordi nan c e  to Amend the Li quor Ordinanc e ,  
be given S e c ond Reading at thi s time o 

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr o Speake r : I believe , gentlemen , that that compl e t e s  all 
Publi c  Bills and Orders pre sently on the Order Paper o 

Mr o Shaw : Mr o Speaker , I wo uld move that Mr o Speaker do now 
l eave t he Chair and that Council r esolve its elf in Commi t t e e  
o f  the Whole to dis c uss  Bil ls a n d  Motions o 

Mr o Dumas : I se co nd that , Mr o Speake r o  

FIRST 
READING 
BILL #3 
MOTION 
CARRIED 

SECOND 
READING 
BILL #3 
MOTION 
CARRIED 

Mr o Speaker: It ha s been moved by the Honourable Member for 
Dawson , s ec onde d by t he Honourable Memb e r  for Whi te horse Wes t , 
that Mr o Speaker do now leave the Chair for the purpos e  o f  
convening in Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  Whol e  t o  discuss Bills and 
Motions o Is the House prepared for the question on the 
mot i on?  Are we agr e e d? I will de clare the mot i on carri e d o  

MOTION CARRIED 
MOTION 
CARR IED 
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Mro Speaker; The Honou�able Member for Watson Lake wtll 
ple as e  take the Chai-r in Commi t t e e  of the Whol e  0 

Mr o Taylor takes Chai r o  

Mro Chairman: I will de clare a short rec esso 

RECESS 

.' .-
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Tue sday, January 23 , 1968 . 
11 : 00 A . M .  

Mr . Chairman : I will call Commit t e e  to order  a t  this t ime. BILL '·l"w' . l  
The first mat t e r  o f  business is Bill No . 1, An Ordinanc e .to 
Amend the Fue l Oil Tax'Ordinance. (Reads Bill No . 1)0 

Mr . Dumas : One que stion. Is it  common prac t i c e  for the 
Provinc e s  to exempt the Gove rnment of Canada . 

Mr. Legal Advis e r : I can't give you a quic k  answe r to that; 
I'm . s orry . I think the Gov e rnment of Canada have an exempt 
ion from all taxat ion in provinc e s  • •  0 0 .  

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Shaw . 

Mr . Shaw : Mr . Chairman, I would have a que stion .  I don't 
know whom I should dire c t  it to. I do be lieve that there are 
vehic l e s, truc ks, I suppose,' that are trav'e l ling the Yukon 
highways that I believe used propane gas, or liquid petroleum 
fue l  or somet�ing like that - they c ertainly do use it in 
part s  of Canada and this would mean, accor ding to how I 
inte rpre t it  that the se  vehi c l e s  that do use gas would not 
have to pay tax, a road tax on fue l  that they ut ili ze 
and I tl+in¥ there are vehi c l es in the Yukon that are powe:r;ed 
PY., gas . 

" 

Mr. Commissione r :  Mr . Chairman, I would assure Committee  
that it SU9h is th e  case we'll have an amendm�nt in  h e re 
the nextS ess±on of Counc il to take care of that be cause 
I don't see\ii:hy there should be one form of fue l  used by a 
vehicle using the same roa d  that is exempt for another vehicle 
r,!lnning along side it by virtue of the fuel it use s, has to 
pay tax, so I c an ce rtainly assure you I am glad to hear the 
quest ion. I was personally totally unaware of this and I 
would ask the C lerk and the Legal Advis e r  if they woul d  be 
good enough to get this ma t t e r  looked into and have t he 
ne c e ssary amendments available for the next S ession of . 
Council. We c e rtainly c an't have anything like this going 
on . 

Mr. ChambQrlist : "  Mr. Cha irman, I take it. that this woul d  
also apply to wood-fire d steam engine s .  

Mr. Commis s ioner: Mr . Chai rman, it isn't too long ago 
'that t,he . las t one moved,of{ the road'and I've ne ver s e en 
i t  co�ing bac k. If anyone has any news of i t  coming back 
w ell +.et me know and we'll get this s t raightened out. 

, Mr. Chairman : What is your ple asure in relation to this 
Bill? . 

Mr . Dumas : Mr. Chairman. I move that Biil �o. 1 be report e d  
out o f  Commit te e .  

Mr. Ch�irman : With or without amendment ? 

Mr. Dumas : Wit hout amendment . 

Mr. Shaw : Mr . Chairman, I second that Motion . 

Mr . Chairman : It has been moved by Councillor Dumas, 
s�cond e d  by Councillor Shaw that Bill No.' 1 be r�ported  
out o f  Commit tee 'without amendment . Are you prepared  for 
the que stion .  Are you agre e d? Any cont rary? , I  d e c lare 
the Motion c arri e d . 

MOTION CARRIED . 
MOTION 
CARRIED 
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Mr . Chairman: Next is Bill Noo 2 ,  An Ordinanc e to Amend 
BILL NO. 2 the Mo t or Vehic les Ordinanceo ( Reads Bill No. 2) . 

Mr. Chamberlist :' Mr. Chairman , I take it  that these will 
c ome int o e ffe c t  on the first of April , or immediat e ly , 
e sp e c ially dealing with licence s ,  e t c . 

Mr . Commissioner: Mr . Chairman , I think the Counc illor 
aske d  i f  this would come int o effect  the first of  ApriL 
I don ' t  think that to say ' ye s ' to  that is quite acc:urate , . 
I think the answer would be ' c ome into e ff e c t  when the new 
lic ences go on sale ' .  I think this would be the prop e r  
thing , which - they g o  o n  sale o n  the first of  February . 
In other words , what the Counc illor is asking , I think , 
re .ally , there ' s  no thought of  making this ret roac tive 
l e gislati on. I think this is really his question and . I 
would assure you , Mr . Chairman , that this is not the int ent . 
The �nt e nt is that this new sche dule of  fe�s will c ome ittt o 
e f fe c t. when the li:c enc e plates for the .enE?uing year go on 
sale . 

Mr . Chair�a�: Councillo� Chamb e rlist . 

Mr� Chamberl ist : Mr . Chairman , t o  further expand ott my 
previous question . I notic e that we have several d�t�s from 
Oct ober 1st to De c embe r 31st • • •  o it shows the date from 
January 1st to March 31st. : N�w d oes that mean JanuarYls� 
t o  March 31st of this year or of  1969? Be cause what . is 
the p o s it i on i f somebody c6me s and asks for the lic�nc e now 
till the end of March 31st of this fis cal year ? 

Mr . Com'missioner: Mr o Chairman , c ould I answer this way -
that it  would not be the Administration ' s  int ent io� t o  
e ffect the c ost of any li6encie. that has a n  e ffec tive usage 
prior to the first of Apri L  Would that c over the situat ion? 

Mr . Chamberlis:t : : . . ' . Clear . 

Mr . Dumas: Mr . Chairman , I have a questi on. I s  it  still 
the practice  for the first 10 or 25 or 50 licence pl�te s  . 
issued to b e  soid , reserved 'for . Civi l Servants in the . 

Territory? 

Mro C ommis sioner,: Mr . Chairman , I El,m informed by the Clerk 
that aj)pr ox:Lmately. four years' ago, lit e rally .s peaking , a 
reservati on was put on 'the first 25. licence numb ers issued 
in the Territory on the bas is of  applicat i on for which 
Territ orial Counc illors were give n ,  along with Administrat ive 
p e op le , an opportunit y at th ese numbers • • • • •  o" 

Mr. Chamb erli st.: Team. work , I tak? ito " 

Mr . Chairman : Counc illor Dumas . 

Mr . Dumas: Mr. Chairman , is thi�'stiil th� practice;  is 
this s till being done? It seemq li�e. a ridicul ous practi c e . 

Mr . Commissioner: . Well ,  M�o Chairman , Gould I wholehearte dly 
agree with the last two �o'rds tha� �he Counci lior has j us t  
sai d .  I personally look up on i.t a s  one of  the , rnost ridicu
lous . �nd stupid things that I have se�n on the �iles of the 
Terri to'rial Government sinc e I Ci3.me int o  office 0 

.. �. .' , . . . .. . . 

Mr . Chairman: Counc illor Shaw. 

) 
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Mr . Shaw : We l l ,  Mr . Chairman , I c an assure you that I had BILL NO . 2  
no part in this o . � . �  There were 25 licence plate s  reserved 
for the Administration from at least as far back as when . 
the y started to have the Gove rnment in Whitehor s e . Prior 
to that it was not the case but as soon as the Gove rnme nt 
moved to Whitehor se  they de cided that the y would annex 
the se first twenty- five lic enc e plat es  and utilized them 
for the use of the C ivi l Servants , or Pub lic Se rvant s in the 
Yukon . This was something that was at an administrative 
d e gre e , I beli eve, that came about as soon as we moved here . 
Howe ver, they did leave the lic ence pla t e s  at Dawson to 
then continue from twenty-five or twenty-six to two hundred 
or three hundred or whatever i t  is, to d e s ignat e  c e rtain 
areas of the Territory . Members  of Counc il , a coup le of 
years back wondered why c ertain people should have ce rtain 
privile ge s for having c e rtain licence fe e s . I think orte 
memb e r  in particular lnot e d  that I had the same lic ence 
plat e  every year and he wasn ' t  aware of the fact  that I"  
us e d  to have to line up so that when this numbe r  c ame 
aro.und I was Johnny On the Spot with my money to get it 
but that is the only way I got it. He wasn ' t  prepared to 
line upo • •  o . government felt the y should have the prerogative 
6f getti�g the lic ence plat e s, so , it was decided that numb e r  
one plat e should g6�to the Commissioner of t h e  Yukon 
Territory, b�ing th,e,O"hie f Exe cutive, which was agre e d  to 
by all llfembers Of'the Coun c i l . " And that nunibe r  two plate  
should go t6 Mis� Vi6toria Faulkner who was one of the 
old��t " empioyee s  in the Yukon Territory; th e one with ihe 
longe st reco�d . I hope that I am speaking cor re c t l y  re
garding this; who had ac tually served faithfully through 
about five Commissione rs . Now that is quit e a record . " 
She was a faithfully employe e of the Territory so this one 
was somewhat of a cons ide ration ltnd I c ertainly agreed "\dth 
that . Now the other plate s  that Councillors had the 
opportunity of ge tting; I don ' t  know how many took advantage 
o f  it , b ut I think that is open now to people  asking for 
them now in due course and paying up and ge t ting them and 
this applies to any person 0 . 0 .  it is not a se rious situation� 

Mr . Liv�sey : Mr . Chairman, I heard about this too and 
I was aware at the t ime that the Federal Government of 
Canada goe s about it in a much mote �iplomatic w�yo The 
first two thousand lic enc e plate numb ers in Canada , I 
understand go to the diplomatic co�ps and the Prime Mirtister 

• get s  number 2 , 000; he doesn ' t  s tart w�t h  numbe� 1, but to 
t e s t  the validity of the Counc il ' s  decision I personally 
applied for licence plate numb er one and I was informed 
by "th e Territorial Administration that they didn ' t  feel 
t had attained that status • • • • • • •  

Mr. Chairman : Gentlemen, I wonde r  if we may re turn to the 
Bill . 

Mr . Dumas : I wi thdraw my question . 

Mr . Chairman : Have you anything further on Bill No . 2 ?  

Mr . Dumas : Mr . Chairman , I move that Bill No . 2 "\Jel reported 
out df Committ e e  unamended .  

" Mr .  Shaw : I s e cond the Motion Mr . Chairman. 

Mr . Chairman: Moved b y  Counc i llor Dumas and s e conded b y  
Council lor Shaw tha t Bill No . 2 b e  repor t e d  out of Commit t e e  
without amendment . Are you prepared for the qu e s tion ?  
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Mr . Chairman cont inuesoo . 
Are you agre e d? Any c ont rary? I d e c lare the Mot ion 
carrie d .  

MOTI ON CARRIED 

Mr. Chairman: The next Bill is Bill No . 3 ,  An Ordinance 
to Amend th e Liquor Ordinance. (reads Bill Noo 3 ) 0  

Mr . Chamberlist : Mr. Cha irman , I am liab le t o  b e  spe aking 
foi sOme length of time on this matter . I was wondering if 
Mr . Chairman would like t o  call it twelve o ' clock at this 
t ime . 

Mr . Chairman: No , I'm afraid I would like t o  see 
Commit t e e  c ont inue unt il the appropriate hour. We have 
fift e e n  minutes to goo 

Mr. Chamb e rlist: Wha t I have t o  say might go longer than 
that and I would have to c ontinue aft e r  lunch� Mr. Chairman , 
the ob j e c t ion I raise t o  this Bill is as follows . It is 
obvious the re bas b e e n  regognition that the taxation should 
be plac e d  against all b ee r ,  wines and liquor. It is my 
suggestion , Mr. Chairman , that where it is re 'c ogniz e d  that 
this should b� done , it , Should have been ' d one when there 
has already been other t�xation plac ed up on liquor in an 
une qual " amount , not ortly une qually but contrary to liquor 
taxation ' as laid down b y  the Fede ral Government . The 
suggestion that a b o t t le of spirits as in S e c t ion 81 (e) 
would be 50¢ over and abov� the alreidy 30¢ that has 
already b e en plac e d , increases a b o t t le of li quor t o  
80¢� The 30¢ is alr eady6n and that was put on j ust 
r e cently as a Fede ral tai .  Yes , it has been point e d  out 
to me , Mr . Chairman , that 25¢, a qriart e r  has already been 
plac e d  so that is an inc rease of a quart er , which 
increases it in e f fect to 55¢ . Now, I was in support 
'b e cause of  the ne c essit y  to raise , money in taxing the 
pe op le wh o drink liquor a little more , but I am not in 
support of  taxing th em un�airly and I think this is what 
will happen hear . Th e 25¢ furthe r  inc rease on the b ottle  
i s ove r and above the increase of  30¢ which was placed as 
a Fede ral tax . I would suggest; Mr. Chairman , that the re 
has already be en a Terri torial tax inc rease in that 30¢ , 
be cause the Fe de�al gove�nment has inqrease d by approximately 
16¢ , yet the Commissioner has se e� fit t o  increase it  to 
30¢ . I f  that is goingfo remai� then I would suggest that 
t'his amount be reduqed ' by a , further - by 14¢ to make up 
for the di fference 0 My o'b j ect ion, the re fore , is quite 
fai� , Mr . Chairman . In�Y Qpinion there should be a re
ducti on ei ther in the sec t ion d ealing wi th spirits , e i ther 
flask o f  spirits or bottle of spirits or the reduc t i on 
should be on the Federal tax that has been placed  on now. 
Ry c rit i Cism , as Members ' will well realize because o f  the 
questi ons I put to the Commissione r , is that he had no 
right , in my opinion,  to alt e r  Federal law ,and I think 
it is up t o  us memb ers t6 re cbgnize that he can only a c t  
within the powers that have b e en gi ven him . The suggestion 
and result is the only one he was c oncerned with may be so. 
Apparently he c onsid ers his c o nc e rn more important than the 
conc e rn of  the people that we serveo This might feel , Mr.  
Chairman , Mr.  Commissioner might feel  I am being harsh in 
those c omments but I feel strongly that wh ere the Federal 
Government giv�s �' method of iax�tion , th�i m� thod of tax�tion 
should b e  passed on to the people of  the Terr�t ory and.Mhere .: "" 1 . .  : . , . . . 

,j . 
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BILL NO. 
Mr . Chambe rl ist c ont inues . o . . 3 
the Administrati on re j e c ts ,  and I th�nk'unlawfully , 
the method of  taxati on laid down by. the Federal Governme nt 
he takes it up on himse lf to do what is not la�ful·-t o sh ow 
onc e more that the offi c e  of the Commissi oner be66mes dic
tat orial in its own right . This is a minor thihg� . You 
might fe e l ,  we ll , it is not that important. The pr'inciple  
i s important and I am  not arguing about the  end results .  
We might r e ceive e xac tly the same amount b f  revenue in but 
I am arguing the principle- the �rinc iple being , and quit e  
simply se , that the Commissi oner c annot do what h e  has no 
authority t o  do and it is th e C0mmissionef's s�ggestion , 
Mr . Chairm�n , that this has b e e n  a method that has been 
use d and h�s b e en c ontinued t o  set up the pric e stru cture 
on liquor , the . Liquor Commission. This may wel l he� this may 
well b e  but because this has b e e n  the way in the 'past , this 
doesn ' t  mean that this must b e  the way in the fut�re b e c ause 
I b r ing t o  your att ention now the very thing we are all 
supporting because we have had the t ype o f  government in the 
past , are we c ont ent that we are going to have that type of  
gove rnment in the  future . Here  is an: example in  p oint , I 
think where the Commissi oner as I say , has taken it up on 
him . Whe n  I say the Commissi one r I sh ould say the 
Administration be cause obvi ously , to my way of thinking he 
is being';advised wrongly in this insta,nce as: he may well have 
b e e n  adv1.$ed i n  many other instances.  Therefore, Mr . Chairman , 
I hope I have made my point and I am speaking on princ iple 
B'won't go on any further . I hope that you will supp ort me 
oD-the,  ' princ iple that the Commissioner has gone b eyond his 
pOWer-s in increasing the Federal tax on the' liquor and 
the�e fore I would ask that this Bill not b� pass�d unless 
the Comm�ssioner will give assurance  that he w{ll at least 
review his method o f  plac ing the Federal tax , ·and. pla c e  the 
Fe deral tax in alignment with the me thods o f ' Federal. taxat ion 
of  liquor , that is on the bas�s of  gallonage b o th on,liquor 
and b e e r.. I be lieve that this will be an e quitable, way and 
a prop e r  way . I f  we al low it  to ' stand we are j ust .cq'ndoning 
him in making othe r taxat ion by order in the same 'manner 
and I would ask that you c onsideJ:; this. I am very,  very 
se ri ous ab out this . It is the �ririciple not the erid result 
and this I want t o  impress . I thank you Mr . Chairman� 

Mr . Chairman : Mr . Mac Kinnon . 

Mr . Mac Kinnon : Mr.  Chairman , when the original increase 
to the Pur chase r of Liquo� came thro�gh I had a press 
re lease from the Vanc ouver Pr ovince whic:h: stat e d  that the 
c ost , the increase in c ost for a bottle  of spirits t o  the 
B . G . Provinc ial Government by the Federal exc ise tax would 
be 17 . 3¢ a b ottle . Mr. Benne t t , the Premie r  of Bri t ish 
Co lumbia , had raised the liquor to 4o¢ a bottle , a b ottle  
o f  spirits , and was asked by: the  press ab out this rais� . He  
said . he a gre ed that he had d oubl ed the  iric rease from the 
Federal excise tax b e c ause he thought that the p e op l'e wh o 
drink liquor should pay more for hospital , e ducation and 
welfare c osts in the provinc e s .  Mr . Chamberlist and I 
went t o  se e Mr� Commissione r  at that t ime and he said that 
the inc rease that was b e ing passed on to the c onsum,r was 
only that increase which had been put on by th e Federal 
gove rnme nt t o  the Territ orial gove r�ment . Both Mr . 
Chamberlist and I questione d this and he said at that time 
that he would prepare pap e rs and have th em ready as so on as 
possib le t o  show that the only inc rease to the consumer 
and t o  the pur chaser o f  liquor at the Terri t or ial Liquor 
St ore was that inc rease that had been passe d on t o  the 
purchase r of th e Te rritorial Government by the Federal 
exc ise tax . I would like t o  ask Mr . Commissione r whether 
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Mr. MacKinnon continueso • •  
or not these figures are available. 

Mr. Commissioner: Yes, I, this is what I quoted from this 
morn.ing. gentlemen, when I asked about this, and I said 
th�t the total amount of money that we are collecting has 
been placed on the liquor, the beer price was left alone 
on the basis of a full year's sales based on last year. 
There was something in the neighborhood of $1200 per year 
possible recoveries to the Territorial Government over 
and above the taxation and past experience is that when 
liquor prices are increased that beer consumption, dollarwise, 
tends to go up. Therefore, it is highly questionable 
that there will be any net recovery to the Territorial 
Government on·this basis of dealing with this liquor tax 
increase at the Federal level. The pattern, at the present 
time; there hasn't been a long enough time that this price 
change has. been in effect but I have no reason to believe 
there will be any change in this pattern as far as I am 
aware at the present time so that the total dollars we wind 
up with in the Territorial till as a consequence of this 
price change will be, as close as we can calculate to the 
actual dollar bills in total that we are having to pay out 
in increased Federal excise-t�x. 

Mr. MacKinnon: One supplementary question, Mr. Chairman. 
Are these/working papers avail�ble to this Committee? 

Mr. Commissioner: I would know no reason why they are not. 
They are certainly public information as far as I am con
cerned. I don't know how quickly I can get them prepared 
but you will certainly find there are no secrets what is 
going on in· this connection; it is straightforward • • • •  

Mr. MacKinnon: And number two�Mr� Chairman. I would like 
a legal opinion as to wh�the� or ndt provincial premiers 
and in effect the Commissionets of the Tetritories have the 
power to pass on the Federal increase in the way that they 
see fit, to the consumer. 

Mr. Legal Adviser: Mt. Chairman, I think they have; they 
fix the ptice and that's iL They sell a product and they 
fix a price. 

Mr. Chamberlist: Mr. Chairman, I beg to differ with Mr. 
Legal Adviser. I think it is,a legal opinion but it is a 
legal opinion on behalf of Administ�ation and I cannot 
accept that. I cannot accept that beyond the fact that the 
Territorial Administration can set the price of liquor they 
cannot say where the tax that has been set by the Federal 
government on liquor is to. go. For. instance they cannot say 
because the Federal Government are going to tax for supposition 
beer only; they cannot say well, put it on liquor and if the 
Federal Government says we are going to tax liquor only 
they cannot say we are going to put it on beer. They have 
said· that the tax would be so much on liquor, so much oil 
beer' and this is where the tax must go because this is where 
the people are paying the taxes and it is because the people 
are paying the taxes they are entitled to have it placed 
on those commodities that have been taxed. Now, I would at 
this time ask that we call it t�elve o'clock so that the 
Administration· can have these working papers brought forward 
at two o'clock because I'm not satisfied with the situationo 
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Mr. Chairman: Councillor Dumas. 

Mr. Dumas: Just one quick question before we go. It 
appears to me that what, in fact, has happened the Federal 
tax on beer has been absorbed by the Territorial Government 
but the surcharge, in fact on liquor is higher than it 
states here to take care of the absorption of the tax on 
beer. I don't see anything else that has happened. 

Mro Shaw: Well, Mr. Chairman, I think the policy has been, 
that I can recollect here, that they consider that beer is 
more, what I term, a working man's drink. The costs of 
landing it is so much greater on account of its quantity 
and that they will keep that just as reasonable as possible 
and will put the increase of that on to the type of 
commodity which more affluent people can use if they so 
wish. 

Mr. Chairman: Councillor Chamberlist. 

Mr. Chamberlist: Mr. Chairman, we shouldn't be concerned 
with policy. We should be concerned with principle. 
Policy, if that was the policy it was a wrong policy and 
that is when policy should have been changed but the 
principle is that the Federal Government said there will 
be certain taxes placed on beer and liquor. That is what 
the Federal Government said and this is what has to be done 
and this is what I am arguing about. I am arguing on the 
basis that the Commissioner had been advised that there 
would be a tax increase on liquor in such and such a manner 
and it was his r espOnsibility to pass those taxes on in 
the right manner and not to take it upon himself to place 
those taxes wherever he wished. It is the principle that 
matters and this is what I am standing on and I would ask 

Mr. Chairman if we could call it twelve o'clock. 

Mr. Chairman: Councillor MacKinnon. 

Mr. MacKinnon: Mr. Chairman, every Provincial Premier and 
the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories reacted to the 
increase by the Federal Government in a different mannero 

Mr. Hodgson in the Northwest Territories didn't increase the 
price of liquor at all because he thought they could absorb 
it with increased sales. All the Premiers in the various 
Provinces reacted to the excise tax, the increased tax by 
the Federal Government in different manners. If what Mro 
Chamberlist says is true the n all the Provincial Premiers 
and the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories besides 
the Commissioner of the Yukon Territory are all acting in 
an illegal and unconstitutional manner. 

Mr. Chamberlist: Mr. Chairman, that is a distortion of 
what I had said. It is a distortion because the Honourable 

Member from Whitehorse North stated earlier that when 
Premier Bennet publicly said why he was increasing, almost 
doubling the tax, he said that it was to the - he said 
that the extra money was for hospitalization, etc. etc. 
Now we have already a Bill before us, Bill No. 3. This 
is the reason that we are raising that extra 25¢ for that 
purpose. Now this is where the difference is. Where in 

BILL NO. 
3. 

the province of British Columbia, as stated, he has increased 
it to one figure to include that taxation, for provincial 
taxation, we have a separate Bill for our Territorial 
taxation. This is the difference; that we will be allowing 
our people to be taxed twice on Territorial amounts if this 
is allowed to stay. 
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Mro Chairman: At this time I am going to call a recess 
until two o'clocko 

J 
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Mrs. Gordon not present. 

Page 160 
Tuesday, January 23, 1968 . 
2:00 o'clock p.mo 

Mr. Chairman: I will no"i call Committee to order at this time 
an,d, we are dealing with Bill No. 3 and I wonder if you have any 
further discussions on this Biil or what is your pleasure in 
respect of it? 

Mr. Chamberlist: Mr. Chairman, I will be satisfied to withdraw 
any action in withholding this Bill on my part at least, if I can 
at least receive from the Commissioner some assurance that there 
will be a review of the method used in costing the liquor and 
making the charges because it seems to me, it appears to me that 
the method that is used now is to make a profit on taxation," and 
it is an inequitable profit, and perhaps if the Commissioner can 
give or if we can hear his remarks on that particular subject, I 
vJOuld appreciate it. 

Hr. Commissioner: Mr. Chairman, the present method of costing 
liquor and the method used to arrive at a selling price on it has 
been something that flas built up over the years and it came to a 
heacleffectively about eight or nine years,ago when there ,were a 
consiclerable number of changes with regard to imported liquor 

. . .  . ' . 

costs and inflated domestic liquor costso Novl, Councillor Livesey 
and Councillor Sh�w Irrere on the Council at that time and I am sure 
that th�y vril], remember the situation that v/as brought to our 
at�entJ..on by the Commissioner of the day, Mr. Collins. This method 
of cOsting and arriving at selling prices is the one that is in 
effect today, except that for some time back, and I believe this 
was done at the behest of the Council, beer prices have been left 
entirely alone and ta;c increases as such were hopefully picked up 
in the method of costing hard liquor, and I would say this, 
Mr. ,Chairman, that ",ith the amount, with the number and the extent 
of manufacturers price increases that are still coming forth, and 
also with no end in sight to excise and other federal type tax 
changes, and also with the imminent possibility of a further 
'ferritorial tax, namely a further 25 cents a bottle and related 
prices - increases in prices, I would feel that it would only be 
right and reasonable that I should assure Council that I will be 
giving the whole costing and method of formulation of pricing 
policy with regard to liquor a thorough going-over to see if in 
fact the end result that we are attaining is exactly what we are 
desirous of doing and see whether or not these methods have been 
in use for many years are still applicable at the present time. 

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Is there anything further? What is your 
pleasure in relation to this Bill? 

Mr. Shaw: Mr. Chairman, I would move that Bill No. 3 be reported 
out of Committee without amendmento 

Mr. Chairman: Ts there a seconder? 

Mr. McKinnon: I will second that motion, Mr. Chairman. 

BILL 
#3 

NOTION CARRIED MOTION 
CARRIED 

Mr. Chairman: Gentlemen, you have one remalnlng piece of 
business "before us and this is Motion No. 1, which I will read. 
"Moved by Councillor McKinnon and seconded by Councillor Dumas. 
Wllereas the history of our Nation serves as our proudest reminder 

NOTION 
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of high endeavor and steadfast recognition of the great principles 
of DemocracY i and Whereas this Council desires to affirm its belief 
that the growth and full measure of the Canadian Nation cannot be 
achieved until the Seal of Democracy is set upon all co rners of 
our land ; and If.hereas to delay and frustrate the emergence of full 
partnership for any of our lands and peoples is alien to the 
prinCiples which this N ation holds dear; and vlhereas this Council 
is desirous of accepting those principles of constitutional develop
ment that will result in t he introduction of a responsible system 
of Governmen t to the Yukon Territory ; and \-Jhereas the wishes of the 

Members of the Ycl�on Legislative Council should be ,embodied in any 
planned consti tutional changes; Be it resolved that: The' 
Commissioner be requested to forward to the Hinister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development for his submission to the Govern
ment of Canada on behalf of the Council of the Yukon Territory the 
accompany.ing resolution: And be it further resolved that the 
Statutes of Canadq be amended . wherever necessary to give effect to 
the constitutional changes hereafte� set fortho A) The Council 
of the Yukon Territory to be known as the Yukon Legislative 
Assemblyo B )  The number of Members of the Yukon Legislative 
Assembly to be increased to 15 and the term of the Assembly to be 
increased to four yearso C) The AQ.visory Committee on Finance to 
be replaced by an E xecutive Council of not less than five memb ers 
with full executive powers in the foliov!ing classes of subjects 
i) Education, Health & Welfare ' ii) Territorial Resources including 
Land iii )  Public \% 'rks iv) J.us tice and Corrections v) Revenue 
and Finance vi) Forestry vii) Fishery viii) All residual 
Executive and Administrative functions including Industry and 
Labour controlled or performed by the Federal Government, and the 
Legislative Assembly to have exclusive legislative jurisdiction to 
make laws for the Governmen t  of the Territory in relation to the 
above classes of subjects in addition to the legislative powers 
existing under Section 16 of the Yukon Act as amendedo D) The . " 

number of Memb'ers of the Yukon Legislative Assembly determine it 
appropriate ' that' all necessary legislative and other changes are 
to be effected to constitute the Province of Yclwn with the same 
legisiativeo 0 o· 0 0 0 0 6 0 '; 0 "  

Mr'o McKinnon: Mro Chairman, with respect, Section D has been 
amended and the intenL � o o o o o o o o o o  

Mro Chairman: Yes, I haV'e the Hrong sheeto The proper reading of 
Section D )  is: - l iD) The number of Members of the Yukon Legislative 
Assembly to be further increased at .such time as the Yukon 
Legislative Assembly determines it appropriate that all necessary 
legislative and other changes are to be effected to constitute the 
Province 6f Yuk6n with the same legislative and executive powers 

' as those which exist in the Provinces of Canadao E )  The Members 
to be given all necessary authority analogous to that in 
Provincial Legislative Assemblies to establish their indemniti es 
.and allowances and to have all the requisite powers to establish 
or partic:lpate in .Pension Plan,  or Group Health Plano F} Section 24 
of the: Yukon ,Act to be repealedo G) The status of the Yukon 
L�gislative Assembly to be enlarged :so that it· shall hEFJ'e full 
cap acity to attend all Inter-Provincial and Federal-Provincial 
Conferences and to participate in resulting discussions and 
agreementso H) " The Land Titles Act to be repealed in respect of 
the Yukon Territory and replaced by a Land Titles Ordinance 0 

I )  All Crown Land to be held in the name b f  the CrOHn in right of 
the Territoryo " WOUld you proceed , Gentlemen 0 

Mro McKinnon: Mro Chairm�ui., this resolution is in answer to a 
request that has been made. by the Commissioner that the Council of 
this Territory should go on record as saying vlhat exactly they 
mean by the term ' Responsible Gov.ernment' and what this Council 
would like to see in any constitutional reform that comes from the 

�) 
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Federal Government' .  Of course, as you all realize, that one cannot MOTION 
myself take credit for the authorship of this Motion. It is, in #1 
essence, a Motion which was passed by this Council in May of 1966 
vIi th some amendments that I have made, and some bringing up to 
date of the terms of that resolution, and the preamble which was 
done in conjunction with some other Memb ers of this CounciL When 
this resolution, in essence, passed this Council with one 
dissenting voice in May of 1966 , before the Standing Committee on 
Northern Affairs and National Resources, Mr . Laing told this 
Commi ttee that out of the discussi.ons vrhich I had vrith the 
Territorial Councillors, it wa.s apparen�' they vlere not conversant 
wi th what was contained wi thin' the :c esolution that was sent to 
us. He was then asked vlhether he had given the resolution any 
consideration, and he replied emphatically, "No. " Mr. Chairman , 
I think that everyone of the Members of this Committee knows 
exactly to the comma, to the nuance, to the letter, to the principle, 
vrhat is involved in this Motion before CounciL I would be willing 
to meet with the Minister, to meet with any Committee he sets up, 
to meet with any Member of the senior Government in O ttawa, and 
be prepared to defend, to explain every aspect of this Motion before 
us. On July 8 of 1963 , M� Laing said in the House of Commons, 
"It has been accepted that the forms of government ( for the 

. Territories) should, as far as possible, accord 1tJith that British 
Constitutional practice \.,rhich is represented. in our own parliament 

. and government" . Mr. Chairman, you liJill notice in the preamble of 
..... this resolution to help make it more palatable to the Honourable 
Minister of Indian Development and Northern Affairs that this very 

. ' term is used of his. This Council is desirous of accepting those 
principles of constitutional development that \.,rill result in the 
introduction of a responsible system of ' government to the Yukon 
Terri tory. Mr . Chairman, with that background information I would 
like to go t hrough this Motion and po int out changes that have been 
made in it since this Notion was passed by Council in May of 1966 . 
Number A) that this Motion calls for , that the Council 6f the 
Yukon Territory be known as the Yukbn Leg1.slative Assembly brings 
the title of this House on the same level as that of Provincial 
Legislature. The number of Members ' of the Yukon Legislative 
Assembly to be increased t,o 15 and the term of the Assembly to be 
increased to four years. ' The numb er here, of course, is arbitrary. 
The figure that we ,.,rant is some type of figure that will allow for 
a government and an opposition to be formed in this House to conduct 
the busiri�ss. of the people of the Territory" The increase of the 
Legislative term to four years is,. of course, standard with other 
Provincial Legislatures.. C )  The Advisory Committee on Finance to 
be replaced by an Executive Qouncil of not less than five members 
vri th fu�l execut� ve 

. 
powers in the following cl�sses of sub,u:cts -

Mr. Chalrman, thlS lS, of course, the nub of the problem. !In any 
type of British Constitutional Parliamentary System to provide for 
effective government, the Legislature and the Executive branches 
of government must be in close harmony , one with the other. This 
is where the governmental system in the Yukon Territory and the 
Northwest Territories completely falls down. The Executive branch 
and .the Legislative branc hes of government are poles apart, and we 
can talk all we want to of teamvrork and co-operation, but the fact 
remains, Mr. Chairman, that the Commissioner and his Administration 
are the go vernment in power under the Ytu<on Act. Mr. Chairman, I 
do not believe in this system of government. I do not believe in a 
system of bureaucratic government, and, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed, 
and I am the opposition and a member of the opposition to this 
system of government that is in in effect in the Yukon Territory. 
The only way that this can be resolved is for the elected representatives 
of the people to play a part in the Executive and Ac1 ministrat ive 
function� In the classes of subj ects enumerated under the Yw{on 
Act, we now have certain Legislative functions. The remainder of 
Section C) states that in those classes of subj ects that we now 
have Legislative control that \,;e nov! want Executive and Administrative 
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control. I would put these classes of subj ects as Education, 
Health & vJclfare; Territorial Resources which, under the Yukon 
Act we know is things as agriculture, birds and game; and Land 
which - Territorial Lands which once it is turned over from the 
Federal Government to the Te rritory still has by Order in Council 
of t he Federal Government comes under control of t he Commissioner 
and not the Legislat ive Council. Justice and Corrections - in 
every Province of the country the Attorney-General of that Province 
acts as the li aison between the people and the Federal Government 
and the laws of the land . There is no such office in the Yukon 
T.errito ry and I think that it is one of tllese areas in whi ch t his 
syst em of government falls doltID badly is that there is absolut ely 
no liaison between the people of t he Territory and t he Administration 
of Justice, and it i s  a thing that is crying for a.tt ention. You 
will see further on in the Motion that Section 24 of t he Yukon Act 
which prohibits the elect ed h embers of the Council to have any 
control at all over the taxation 1tlhich they may raise by legislation 
is asked to be repealed. This is so vIe, 0 f course, can have 
absolute Administrative and Executive control over finances in the 
Territory. Mr. Chairman, Section C) one wi ll notice differs from 
the original Motion that was passed by Council in May of 1966 , in 
that this Mot ion at t hat time asked' that an Execut ive Committee 
be formed rat her than an Executive Counc iL Mr. Chairman, I Itlrot e 
at that · time and I think it still holds true t hat except by a 
straining of every Parliamentary Rule, · a  Committee of Council could 
hardly exist when t he assembly of which it is a Committ ee has come 
to an end . The use of the name Executive Committee presented 
many difficulties in the struggle for ' responsible government in the 
old Northwest Territories. The Federal Government used the 
est ablishment of this unprecedented stop- gap to delay recognit ion 
o f  the f act of responsible government. The granting of 
responsible government demands an Execut ive Council analogous to 
t hat in use in the Dominion and in the Provinces. There seems 
little value in the almost novel creat ion of an Execut ive Committ ee 
\"/11.en a proven institut io n  is avai lab le that has worked along well 
Imo1im and recognized constitut ional lineso Section D) of t his 
resolution, Mr. Chairman, also differs from the Motion passed in 
1-1 ay of 1966 . At that time there was an arbitrary 12-year time 
limit put on the advance of the Territory from Teritorial status · to 
a Provinci al st atus. Mr. Chairman, also at that t ime I thought t hat 
the 12-year time limit to provincial st atus imagined by the Council ' s  
autono my motion is a quest ionable clause. Once responsibility is 
att ained ; an economic and social condition, and not an arbitrary 
t ime schedule should determine the dat e of entry int o Confederation 
as Crulada's eleventh Province. Mr. Chairman, I believe t hat this 
Section D) is as necessary as it proves exactly our intent t hat 
responlible government is not our final goal, but eventual 
provincial st atus at t hat time when the Members of t he Territorial 
Conncil shall determine that t hey are ready for full provincial 
status will then be the goal achieved. Section E )  which calls for 
t he same aut hority as Provincial Legislative Assemblies to est ablish 
their indemnit ies and allowances is self- explanatory. Section 24 
of the Yukon Act to be repea.led , and I have already mentioned t hat 
I thinl<: this is anot her crux to t he government st alemate that vIe 
have found in the Yukon Territory, and it i s  completely ludicrous 
in this' day and age as it has always been in the history of 
democratic institution t hat el ect ed members have the say to rai se 
t��ation but not the say to pass any legislat ion as to how that 
tax dollar which they can raise is to be spent. Section G) The 
st atus of the Yukon Legislative Assembly to be enlarged so t hat 
it shall have full capacity to att end all Inter-Provincial and 
Federal-Provincial Conferences and to participat e  in resulting 
discussions and agreements. Since I have been at t his "?ble 1:Je 
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have asked and asked at every occasion when a Federa1-rrovincial 
Conference was to be held to have representation from amongst the 
elected Legislative Memberso This has been denied to us, and is 
still be�ng denied .to us in that of Feb;ruary of this year at a 
Federal ... P:rqvincial Conference for Constitutional Reform , the 
Commissioners of the two Territor ies wi11 represent those Territories 
at this extremely important conferenceo Mro Chairman , I believe 
that this type of thing should be fast coming to an endo 
Sect ion H )  The Land Titles Act to be repea.led in respect of the 
Yukon Territory and replaced by a Land Titles Ordinanceo 
Mr o Chairme.n , perhaps the Legal Adviser will have something to say 
on this as far as he is concerned all the Land T itles Act does is 
provide for registration of land in the Yukon Territory o I see 
no reason why this should no t be under a Territorial Lal'ld Titles 
Ordinance rather than a Federal L.;md Titles Act o  Section I ) , 
Mr o Cha.irman , I think could possibly cause some contro versy o There 
has been always in this debate for responsible government some 
difference o f  opinion a.s to when the actual resource control 
should come to the hands of the people of the YukoI). Territoryo When 
the Motion vias passed there was some of :the Members of Council in 
1966 who wanted immedi<;1te resource c6;ritrol of the resources of the 
Yukon Territory o Others argued that the people - the represeutatives 
of the people were not at . that time ready and able to enter into 
all the internatio!1.e,l negotiations and the hard bargaining that these 
minerals would represent, if they had control of , tiiemo Mr o Chairman , 
I took another tack at this time and I thought that control of the 
resources should remain in the Federal hanc;Ls at this t imeo I 
didn' t think that ' it was really that the Territory weren ' t  able to 
negot iate with Federal and international experts because I felt 
no intelligent Councillo r would a110\,1 hirnself to arrive at any 
decision concerning , resources unt il expert opinion and advice 
1tlere considered and weighed and a judgement made only after care-
ful deliberat ion o Mr o Chairman , the strongest reason for not 
demanding or accepting immediate management of the Territory ' s  
resources must be that a period would be needed after responsib ilities 
\'lere intro duced to prove to companies ' and investors that efficient , 
sensible, stabl� Cllld progressive government 'IIlas pract ised by the 
Te:critorial Legislatureo Mr o Chairman , I am still of this viewo  
H01fleVer , Section I)  is a complete reversal of the stated stand 
of the tHnister of Northern Development that the resources of the 
'J;'erritory are go ing to be held and held in perpetuity not for the 
benefit of the cit izens of the Yukon Territory but for the benefit 
of Canada as a wholeo Mr o Chairman , this is completely the 
opposit e as to an.y of the other provinces in this country , and I 
believe at this t ime, that Crown land was held in the name of the 
Crown in the right of the Territory o It would completely r,everse 
this principle that the Minister, would have to admit that the 
resources of  the Territory are here primarily for the bertefit of 
the people of this Territory , and secondarily to the people of the 
country as a wholeo Mro  Chairman , I thiru� that this Mot ion pretty 
well details the consensus of the opinion of this Council as.J;o 
' \oJhat 1He would like to see coming forth in the White Paper 0 (There 
may he differences of opinion in t ime, but I think that it is a 
sensible consensus of the opinion of all of us , and I would ask 
at this time - in fact I would plead - if I have to beg I would 
beg fol' unanimous consent of Council to this Mo tion so ; that there 
would be no fear at , all of the Federal Government mistaklng the 
plan of this Territor ial CounciL Mro Chairman , in conc lusion I 
would just like to say that I think that every Member of this 
Council is 1tJillinc; and eager to share in the destiny of Canada as 
a nation,  and more than happy to share our abundant resources 1:1ith 
this , countryo Up to this po int we have not had a chance to be able 
t�,  do thiso I really believe that we are 1:1ell on our way to be 
ac complishing this in the foreseeable future , and I think unanimous 
passage of this Motion will help to that endo Thank you , 

. - ' 
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MT o Dumas: Mr. Chairman, as seconder of the Motion I would like 
to point out that it has been the job of this Council and of previous 
Councils to try and get the Hinister of the day , the Minister of 
Northern Affairs to admit to the principle of democracy for all
people, and this has been a very tough job , surprisingly enough o 
Finally, I feel with the st2:t ement that vIaS made yesterday by 
Commissioner Smith in this Council ,ole have gotten the Minister of 
Northern Affairs. to admit to this principle, and to admit to it 
here to the people of the Yukon. Having done that, having had the 
principle exceeded to by the Minister , it then became the job of 
this Council to make practical application of the principle, arid 
this is what we have done hereo The Honourable Memb er from· 
Whitehorse North has drawn up this Motion with the full lcnowledge 
and consent of all Councillors, and I am sure that it will pass 
unanimously in this Sessiono liJhat ,\Ie have said so far in this 

. Session of Council, last Fall and the last couple of days, has 
been quite general, but this Motion lays out the legitimate demands 
of the people of the Yukono All Yukoners agree "lith this Motion o 
. The t wo major political parties, the Progressive Conservative Party 
and the Lib eral. Party in the YQ�on, have in essence this type of 

. resolution in their programs, in whB:t they would like to see take 
place in Yukon political developmenL They have b een on the books
in the Progressive Conservative Party resolutions for three years� 
I think they have been on the books in the Liberal Party resolutions 
for 60 me,.,rhere around the sam e periodo Our Memb er of Parliament 
speaking in Ottawa in February 1965 enunciated some of the same 
points speaking for the people of the Yukono So what is contained 
in this Motion is not the single l'i.opes of any one individual, or 
indeed even tl:J.e seven Councillo rs alone, but it is in fact the 

. legitimate asperations of all the people of this Territoryo Indeed, 
.even t he Administration has mentioned at times that they would 
like to see this type of thing achieved in the Yukon. It is my 
hope and I believe again the hope of this Council and the hope of 
the people of the Yukon that the Federal parties will embrace this 
Hotiori and incorporate it into their national policy , all of the 
Federal partieso Ilideed, indications from O ttawa are that they 
shall do so. They recognize that this document - they shall 
recogniz e that this document represents the hopes, the aspirations, 
the desires, and the needs of . the people who are living in the 
political hell- hole of C anada's northo 

Mr o Chairman: Thank you, Councillor Dumas. Councillor Chamb erlist, 
will you take the chair a moment'? 

Mro Chamb erlist: Yeso 

Mr. Taylor: Mro Chairman, I have spoke many times at great length 
on this subj ect, and - both in the old Counc il and in the new -
al1d I will not be repetitiouso The Honourable Member for Whitehorse 
North has . set out very , very clearly and indeed eloquently the 
principles that are embodied in this resolutiono It is. my sincere 
hopeJthat when this resolution is carried unanimously and conveyed 
to tne Minister that it is not placed into File 13, that indeed it 
is .c arried on to Parliamant itself so that the Partiament of 
C anada may know of the desires and the hopes of the people of the 
Yukon, and indeed the peoPle of all of the north , and these would 
be my only comments at this timeo I think anything else I ,,[ould 
have to say on this most wonderful and most important Motion would 
be repetitiouso Thank you, Mr. C hairmano Thank you, I will resume 
the chair • 

. Mr 0 Shaw: · Mr 0 Chairman, this is very much similar to the Hot ion 
Noo 40 of a year and a half or so agoo I note that there are some 
small b ut quite important changes 0 I was for Hotion No , 40, and 
II m equally for this particular Motion. In Motion 40 as we will 
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note it did not include the acquisition at this time of the MOTION 
mineral r esour:ces of the Yukono I was and still am of the #1 
opinion" that in due course we should take o\{er the mineral resources 
but not

'
, at" this particular timeo In other words, 'lrJe have to 

feel our way as we could start it on this more responsible form 
of governmento In this particular Motion there is j:Ust one 
section, that ' to me might ,appear a little ambig;uous to the 
persons who may study this document in Ottawao I do say this 
because I know hO'lr1 things can be changed around 'lrJhen there isn' t 
somebody to perhaps interprete the meanings that are put into 
some of these Motions, and I refer, Mro Chairman , to Paragraph two 
of Section C) which states, Territori al resources including Lando 
Now, that could truce a yery broad interpretationo I believe that 
I understand the Honourable Member from Whitehorse North when he 
said that includes furs, and timber and so ono H01:IeVer, it would 
appear to me that the powers that may be could easily interprete 
that to mean mineral, water, because these are T,erritorial resourceso 
They cannot be provincial resourceso They must be Territor'i al 
resources, and , it would appear to me, Mro Chairman, that perhaps 
this Section may need a little clarification before it is presented 
to - before it becomes the final accepted Motiono I cert�inly go 
alonG 'lrJith the Motion, but this part I think would be wise to 
clarify at this timeo 

Mro McKinnon: Hro Chairman, if I could j ust rise on one pointo 
Territorial resources are those resources, and it is quite clear 
that 'are given to us by the Federal Government under the Yukon 
Act as Territorial Resourceso The others are held in right of the 

0 -0" 0 0 0 0 0  

Hro Shaw: Mro Chairman, I think I do understando I understand 
that part, but perhaps if Section 2, Territorial resources as 
now in effect and to include land would be very specific and there 
would be no questiono 

Mro Chairman: I 'lrJaS j ust wondering, j ust as a guidance from the 
Chair - it would seem to me that the discussions surrounding the 
debate on the Motion would be carefully observed by the people in 
Otta,,,a who would be interpreting this, possibly the point 1I1a8 made 
by the Honourable Membero 

Mro Shaw: \.vell, Mro Chairman, I recollect at one time asking that 
a certain section of road be planted - that two or three weeks in 
the Spring or the Fall should be utilized to planting trees on 
this particular section that had been burnt over,, '  and the answer 
came back that thi,s 'lrIaS a big j ob and it would cost 21/2 million 
dollars and they did not have the money, at this timeo So, anything 
can be taken, unless it i s  put down somelilhat specifico 

H:c o McKinnon: Mro Chairman, the whole point of Section C) is 
not asking for 'any more controls , at alL: It is j ust asking for 
Executive and Administrative pO'lrfer over what we now have Legislative 
control o vero The \1/hole of Section C) has to be read in the 
co'ntext of what we are asking for in this Section, simply for 

, Executive and Administrative power o ver what we now have Legislative 
control - nothing elseo 

Mro Chairman: Is there any further discussion? 

Mro Chamb'erlist: Mro Chairman, the Honourable Momber from Whit ehorse 
North has Given an excellent account of himself in advising 
Council of the background and the intent and the meaning of this 

Motiono It would appear to me that we must also remember and 



MOTION 
#1 

Page 23 0 

mru�e those in Canada remember that we are on equal footing as 
Canadian c itizens but not on equal foot ings for purposes of  those 
being governedo 'We are governed in an entirely di fferent manner 
to what tho se people in the provinces and because of  our yearning 
to be equal to all people in Canada we have now come to a stage 
in the histo,ry of this Terri tory which may well be rememb ered by 
our children and our children' s childreno The history 0 f ' Canada 
has been one of development and progress for a hundred years , 
but the history of the Yukon Territory as part of Canada has not 
progressed with that of th e country as a whole , and it is becaus e 
o f  the people ' s  desire in the Yukon Territo ry to grow in full 
measure with the other people in Canada that we have now ta�en the 
view that this must not go on in our present state indefinitelyo  
It i s  obvious that frustration leads to  unhappy c itizenry and 
the Good Lord knows that the people o f  the Yllicon Territory have 
been frustrated for far too longo This Motion that is being put 
for1:Jard, Mro Chairman , is being put forward, I feel" "lith the 
sinc erity and belief that we are ent itled to rec eive no less and 
no more than the people o f  the rest of Canada , and we are happy 
that we want to part i'c ipate in the gro1:/th o'f our country , and we 
are happy that · we want to part ic ipate as an intrical part in 

' the status o f '  other Canadians . \rJe have asked that the Council 
be known by a name in comparison equally to that o f  the province s ,  
that of  a Legislative Assembly. W e  have asked for those powe:t's 
that will give us those responsibilit ies equally , in exactly lthe' 
same mann�r , as the provirc es have . I feel th.at in consicler,ing, 
t):J.is)40tion I am imbu,ed �/i th inner' exci tement the one day our ; 

. children will be able to . believe that they surely are Canadia:ns '  
in a sense or the word that. they cannot. say , ' Now, ; the end is 
coming and coming very quickly to the colonial status that we have 
had for so long ' , and it, is apprec iated when the Minister of 
Indian Development ana North ern:  Affairs stated in Parliament in 
answer to a question that he 1rJas . sure that he would be rec eiving 
advice  from the Yukon Territorial Council whether he as):cecl for it 
or not .  Well , the advic e he is getting , at least . we hope he will 
be gett ing through the Commissioner , is that these are the things 
that' we have asked for . Now " the Commissioner has got to go to 
him. and tell him that we ' re quit e sincere about this , and if he 
do e'sn' t  - well , I inigllt hp.ve , to ask the Commissioner to resign 
again , but this t ime with sinc erity . So , I will take it then that 
the cont enb? 0,£ the Motion is :i,ndeed the final say that ,we will , 
have unt il we 'receive this White Paper , and I hope that it will 

' not be blackened in any \Jay by any revblking of the things that 
".tIe have spoken about earlier , and so , Mro Chairman , in conclusion 
I aln go ing to say this - it is my hope that the Members o f  
Territorial Council , no t only will applaude amongst their 
constituenc ies the presentat ion of this t'Iotion,  but inform the 
memb ers o f  all political parties in Parliament at 1r/hatever 
opportunity they have , that these are truly the things that are 
required by the people of the Ylli�on Territory for the purpose of  
receiving their full share o f  a livelihood in  a fully democrat ic 
country. It is only in this way can we get the public support , 
the national support that is required to make Yukon free o f  the 
yoke of  colonial status ffi'ld I say good health to the Yukon 
Territory in its future , and with the support of Members of  this 
Counc il I hope that we will pass thi s  Mot ion without any amendments 
and unanimously o Thank you , Mro Chairman. 

Mrs .  Gordon: During the time of  the first Session of  thi s 21st 
wholly elected Council of the Yukon Territory I ran across a 
very informative map which is available in the Geological Office 
downstairs , giving out the development of  Canada more or ' les.s since 
its discovery and incept iono  During the tpast one hundred years 
Canada has seen evolve ten provinc es and the Northwest Territo ries 
and Yukono From 1867 to the early part of the 20th century , the 
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majority of ,Canada was the Northwest Territories , and gradually 
pieces b ecam e  chucked out of the Northwest Territories to become 
proviric e s , :each with the ir own legislature , control of theil� own 
dest'iny "'lith in the conf ines of Confederation , but we have 
existed in the Yukon Territory for clo se to 60 years ",dth 
nothing, nothing more than i'lhat they had covering this whole wide 
Dominion one hundred years ago . I think at this po int in time , 
with the resolut ion before us and the advent of the iVhite Paper on 
Constitutional Reform , that we have reached a peak o f  maturity 
which will go for the rest o f  Canada as the development of the 
eventual provinc ehood of Yukon , i-lith the full knowledge that lIIe 
live in the best part 6 f  Canada and the larGes ,  north of  the 60th 
parallel . 

Mr. Chairman: Is  there any further discussion? 

Mr . Livesey: Well , I rise , Mr. Chairman , on this particular 
matter .  I am Going to take a somewhat different tact than other 
Members have taken , and I want it' understood at the outset that 
I make no detrac tidns aGainst the Motion in any way , shape or 
form , .. but I don' t pretend to be assuage there or clairvoyant 
or anything like that , but I do think that at times I may b e  
sufficiently politica;Lly astute t o  'be able t o  realiz e , that the 

MOTION 
#1 

change in constitutional reform in any country is a clo sely guarded 
secret , and all matters pertaining to it are to the extent that 
\\[hen it is formed it 1r/ill come out in the public and open for 
discussion , and in our case this will" cbine out , I think , on the 
floor o f  the House of Commons in th e form of a iVhite Paper . What 
I think the present Federal Government is do ing , and we have to 
understand that the government in power , no matter who they may 
b e , these are the people who are going to give us the meat of what 
vIe are going to , have to try and work i'lith lIIhen such constitutional 
changes take pla:c e , but the government in power , I think , personally , 
that they practically formed 1rlhat they think now - even if they 
haven' t  formed ,it , perhaps quite some time ago , the true basis 
of v/hat they fee'l is the next best step for the Yukon Territory -
I v!Ould think , as a matter o f  fact , why i<Je have b een asking for it 
for quit e a number of  years that they have obviously progressively 
been tak,irig notes of 'all 'the various aspects of our discussions in 
this House , especially over the last decade , tm'lards 1rlhat is needed 
here , $li.d ° t:o a c ertain ext ent , as I say ,  and I say this will all 
due respect , this may be to a certain extent more or less the faite 
ac complL To l:>e practical , and I think you gentlemen will probably 
rememb er that of the two opposing parties in the House o f  Commons 
many , many years ago , the practical man i'laS John A. MacDonal d ,  and 
the logical gentleman was Mr . Mills , David Mills , and I think to 
be prac tical about this thing I really do feel perhaps a little ' 
different from what you gentlemen may feel , I thiruc when we finally 

, do see what comes up without actually knollIing what is go ing to come 
up , in the back of  my mind I think perhaps some of  us are ' go ing to 
get a sh6ck. ' That ' s 1rIhat I feel , and we will have to really then 
get d01rm to brass tacks , which I kno,\[ we ' re going to in, the north, 
and I know v/e ' re going to do this in the Yukon. \rJe ' re c ertainly 
go ing to ' have to get down to brass tacks and dec ide it - that we ' re 
going to put up a real fine government , and I ' m  sure we 'ilrill -
there ' s  no doubt about it o I don' t think the people of the north 
are going to fail no matter what come s ,  and: no .matp,er what the 
constitutional change may be , but I do think that you gentlemen 
are going to have to realize that there has b een a lot of hardheaded 
thinking already taken place totally without our knm-lledge , and 
as I say to be practical , I thiruc this is definitely going to come 
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out as something that is going to b e  done by Ottawa for us . I 
don' t feel that it will be to such a form that vIe won' t be able 
to, alter the outer fringes o r  we won' t b e  able to materially 
influenc e some aspect o f  it , but I think the basic of the backbone 
o f  the thing more than likely is probably decided , and I don' t 
say that I like this but this is wha.t it appears to me from our 
discussions since November 6 more than ever that certain stiffness 
has been in their stand - there is no doubt about that . I don' t 
feel that we will be able to properly citic.ize anything , of course , 
until we actually see what is in it , and there is certainly nothing 
wrong with this Counc il sending down our propo sals. This i s  about 
one of the b est things ive could do , but I hope they ' re going to be 
practical to that extent , and I think also now - I feel , myself , 
personally that some definite changes are go ing to take plac e .  
This i s  the ,vay I feel about it , and I think each and everyone o f  
us around this Table should realize this , and perhaps prepare 
ourselves for this eventuality . Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman: Is it your pleasure that we put tile question at 
this time? 

Mr . Mc�innon:  Mr. Chairman , could this - after this is passed in 
Committee , would it become more properly as a resolut ion of the 
Bouse - could we pass ,it again as a resolut ion of the House? 

Mr . Chairman: Well , if it is your wish I could report this 
matter to the House for fUrther attention of the House . The 
matter should be resolved in Committee . 

Mr . McKinnon:  Mr. Chairman, about this Motion - it refers to 
the Counc il \'1hich I meant to refer to the Yukon Legislative 
Council , not to a Committee of Council , and I VlOuld like  to know 
whether it can be passed formally in the House after discussions 
in Committee as a resolut ion of  the House proper. 

Mr. Chairman: Councillo.r Livesey , could you possibly enlighten 
us on this matter? 

Mr. Livesey.: The usual procedure of the House has. been , over the 
years , vIhen questions are moved. out of Committee , the Committee 
r�po rt after the Committee has dec ided on the quest ion , the 
question is plac ed before the House and we rec eive unanimous 
agreement on the po sition the Committee has taken , and that has 
been the finality of the question. 

Mr. Chamberl ist : Mr . Chairman , it appears to me that it is a 
Motion of  the House in any event . - it was the Motion of  the House 
that i"!aS referred to Committee for discussion so therefore I 
would suggest , Hr. Chairman , .  that when it is returned to the 
House with an agreement to the Motion , then a vote �Jill be put on 
the Notion and then that ,vill be passed by the Counc il and become 
a Mot ion o f  Counc il . This is as I understand it . 

Mr . Dumas: Nr. Chairman , might I suggest a short recess.  

Mr. Chairman: I ' ll declare a short recess . 

�, 
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Tuesday , January 23 , 1968 . 
3 : 30 o ' clock p . m .  

Mr. Chairman : I · will · now call Commi t t e e  ba ck t o  orde� . 
What i s  your pleasure in  respe ct  o f  Mot ion No . I? 

Mr . Shaw : Mr . Chairman , I would move that Moti on No . 1 be . 
report e d  out of  Committ e e  without amendment . 

Mr . Chamberli st : I se cond the mo tion , Mr . Cha irman . 

Mr . · Chairman : You have heard the mo t ion • .  Are you prepared 
for the que sti on ?  Are you agr e e d ?  Are there any co ntrary ? 
I will de clare the mot i on carri e d .  

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . Chairman : What is your further ple asure at this time '? 

Mr . Shaw : Mr . Chairman , I wo uld move th'at Mr. ·· Speaker do 
now re sume the Chair . 

Mr . Chairman : Is there a s e c onder? 

Mrs . Gordon :  I will s e c ond that mot ion . 

Mr . Chairman : It has been moved by Counc ill or Shaw , s e c onded 
by Councillor Gordon , that Mr . Speaker do now re sume the 
Chia'ir .  Are you prepared for the que s t ion'? Are you agr e e d ?  
Any c ontrary ? I will de clare t h e  mo tion carr ie d .  

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . Speaker resume s Chair . 
; , '  

Mr . ' Speaker : Thank ybu , M r .  Chairmanw I will now call 
Council to order . May we have ' a report from the Chairman 
o f  Commi t t e e s ?  

MOTION 
CARRIED 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

Mr . Chairman : Mr . Speake r , Commit t e e  co nvene d at 11 : 00 a . m . 
t o  di s cuss Publi c Bills and Motions . It  was mov e d  by C6uncil
l or Dumas , s e c onded by Counc illor Shaw that  Bill No . 1 be 
r e po r t e d  out of Commi t t e e  without amendment . Thi s motion 

:.-: carri e d .  I t  . was move d by Counci llor Dumas , s e c onded by 
C ouncillor Shaw , that Bill No . 2 be repdrted out o f  Comm1ttee 
wi thout amendment . This motion carri e d . Commi t t e e  r e c e s s e d  
at 12 : 00 noon and rec onvened at 2 : 00 p . m .  I t  was moved by 
C ouncillor Shaw , s e c onde d by Councillor McKinnon , that Bill 
No . 3 be report e d  out of Commi t t e e  without amendment . Th1s 

' . motion carrie d .  I t  was then move d by Councillor Shaw , 
� e c onde� by Councillor Chamberlist , that Mot i on No . 1 be 
repo r t e d  out of  Commi t t e e  wit hout amendment .· This motion 
carri e d .  I t  was moved by Counci llor Shaw , s e c onded  by 
C ouncillor Gordon , t hat Mr . Speaker do now resume the Chair 
and this motion also carri e d .  

Mr . Speake r :  Thank y ou , Mr.  Chai rman . Are w e  agre e d  with 
the report o f  the Chairman of  Commit t e e s ?  

All : Agre e d  • .  
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Mr o Speaker :  Our usual procedure , gentl emen , has been that 
we have adopt e d  this manner c oncluding qu est ions c oming be fore 
us from Committ e e , howe ve r , would the House agr e e d  unanimously 
that a fo rmal motion for adoption at this time be moved ?  Are 
we agreed unanimously? Thi s is to adopt Mo tion No o I. 

Mr . McKinnon : Mr . Speake r ; I woul d move the adopti on of 
Motion No . I. 

Mr . Dumas : I se cond the mo tion , Mr . Spe�ker . 

Mr o S peaker : It is move d by the Honour�ble Member for White
horse North , s e c onde d by the Honourabl e Member for Whi tehorse 
West that Motion No . 1 be adopt e d .  Is the House" pre pared for 
the que st ion on the mo tion? Are we agr e e d ?  I will declare 
the motion carri e d .  

MOTION MOTION CARRIED " 
CARRIED 

THIRD 
READING 
BILL #1 

MOTION: 
CARRiED 

TITLE 
ADOPTED 
BILL #1 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

Mr . S peaker : " Is there any further business';' 

Mr . Shaw : Mr . S peaker ,  wo ul d this be an appropriate time to  
give Third Reading to the various Bills we have 1 

Mr . Speake r :  Are we agr e e d ?  

All : " Agr e e d . 

Moved by Councillor Shaw , � e c onded by Councillor Du�as , th�t 
Bill No . 1 ,  An Ordinanc e to Amend the Fuel Oil Tax" Ordina.nc e ,  
be given Third Reading at thi s time . 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Shaw , s e conded by Councillor Dumas , that 
the title to Bill No . 1 ,  An Ordinance to A�end the Fuel Oil 
Tax Ordinanc e ,  be adopt e d  as wri t t en . 

MOTI ON CARRIED 

" Mr� Speaker : · I  will d e clare that Bill No . 1 has pass e d  this 
Hous e . 

THIRD 
READING 
BILL #2 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

TITLE 
ADOPTED 
BILL #2 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

THIRD 
READING 
BILL #3 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Chambe rli s t , se conded by C ouncillor McKinnon , 
that Bill No . 2 ,  An Ordi nance  t o  Amend the Motor Vehi c l e s  
Ordinanc e ,  be given Thir d  Reading a t  thi s  time o 

MOTION CARRIED 

Moved by Councillor Chamberlist , se conded by Councillor McKinnon , 
t hat the title t o  Bill No . 2 ,  An Ordinanc e t o  Amend the Motor 
Vehicles  Ordin:ance , be ado p t e d  as wri t t e n .  

" MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . Speake r : I will de c lare that Bill No . 2 has pass e d  this 
Hous e . 

Move d by Councillor Dumas , s e c onded by Councillor Gordon , that 
Bill No o 3 ,  An Ordinanc e to Amend the Li quor OrdinanC e ,  be 
given Third Reading at this time . 

MOTION CARRIED 

-./ 
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Move d · by Coudcillor Dumas , s e co nded by Couricillor Gordon , 
that the title . t o Bill No . 3 ,  An Ordinanc e to Amend the 
Liquor Ordinance , be adopt e d  as wri t t e n .  

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr . S peake r : I wi ll de clare that Bill No . 3 has pas s e d  t his 
House . 

Mr . Speake r :  May I have your further pl easure , gent lemen? 

T ITLE 
ADOPTED 
BILL #3 

MOTION 
CARRIED 

Would the Hous e agree at this time t o  hear the closing 
addr e s s e s  of the M�mb ers and the ir  r e plies t o  the C ommissione r ' s  
addr e s s ?  

All : Agre e d .  

Mr . Speaker : I would like t o  call upon a t  this time the n , 
gentlemen , ·.the Honourable Member for \vhi t ehorse Nort h .  

Mr . McKinnon gave his closing address which is s et" out i n  
S e s s ional Paper No . 1 .  

Mr . Speaker : Thank you , Mr . McKinnon. The: Honourable Member 
for Whitehorse East . 

Mr • .  Chamberlist gave his clos ing address whi ch is s e t  out in 
S e s s i onal Paper No . 2 .  

Mr . S peaker :  . Tharik you , Mr . Chamb e rli s L  The Honourable 
Member for bawson . 

Mr . Shaw gave hi s closing address wh ich i s  s e t  out in  
S e s s i onal Paper No . 3 .  

Mr . Speaker'! Thank you , Mr . Shaw . The Honourable Member 
for Mayo . 

Mrs . Gordon gave he r clbsi·ng address whi ch i s  s e t  out in 
Sessional Paper No . 4 .  

Mr . Speake r :  Thank y ou , Mrs . Gor don . The Honourabl e Member 
for Whi t ehorse West . 

Mr . Dumas gave his c losing address which is set  out in 
Sessional Pape r  No . 5 .  

Mr . Speake r :  Thank you , Mr . Dumas . The Honourable Membe r  
for Watson Lake . 

Mr . Taylor gave his closing address whi c h  is s e t  out in 
S e s s io nal Paper No . 6 .  

Mr . S peaker : Thank YQU , Mr . Taylor . Would the Honourable 
Member from Watson Lake please take the Chair ?  

Mr . Taylor takes Chair . 

Mr o S peaker :  Counci llor Li ve s ey . 

Mr o Live s ey gave his closing address whi ch i s  s e t  out in 
S essio nal Paper No o 7. 

Mr o Speaker : Councillor Li vesey , would you kindly resume the 
Chair? 

Mr . Lives ey re sume s Chai r o  
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Mr o Speaker : Mr o Clerk , would you please e s c ort the Commis
si oner t o  the Council Chambers, for his c losing spee ch? 

Mr o Clerk leaves Chambers o 

Mr o Commissioner is e s c or t e d  into Chambers 0 

Mr o Speaker :  The Commi ssioner of the Yukon Territ ory o 

All rise o 

M� o Speake r :  Pl ease be s eat e d o Mr o C ommissioner , the Council 
of the Yukon Territory has at its present sittings t her e o f  
pas s e d  a numb er o f  Bills whi ch i n  the name and o n  behalf o f  
the sai d Counc il I respec t fully request  your ass ent o 

Mr o Cl erk : Bill No o 1 ,  An Ordi nanc e t o  A mend the, Fuel Oil 
Tax Ordinanc e ;  Bill No o 2 ,  ,An Ordinanc e to , Amend the Motor 
Vehi cle s  Ordinance ; Bill No o 3 , An Ordi nanc e to  Amend the 
Liquor Ordinance o 

Mr o Speake r : The House now s tands adj ourned to  hear the 
c losing address o f  the Commissi oner o f  the Yukon Territ ory o 

Mr o Commi ssioner gave his c l osing addre ss whi ch is s e t  out in 
Sessional Paper No o 8 0  

Mr o Speaker :  I would like t o  thank the C ommissioner for his 
c losing addre ss , and I t hink we would all like-wise  wi sh him 
all health and happiness until we meet again at the spring 
s ession o 

Mr o Commissi oner l eaves Chambers 0 

Mr o Speaker :  I will now call Council t o  ord e r o  Proc e e d  
Mr o Clerko  

Mr o Clerk : It is the ,Commissioner ' s  wi ll and pl easure that 
th is Council be now prorogue d and t his Council is a c c ordingly 
prorogue d o  

� . .  
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Sessiortal Paper No o 1 - 1968 ( 1 s t )  Session 

Mr o Speaker 

Members of  Council 

Councillor M-eKinnon ' s Closi'nlr Address 

There has been s ome , talk' and controverqy , ,that the stand that 
the Te rri tor.ial Council, has taken yest erday an4 , today represents 
a sell-out and a surrender to the Federal Government o Mr . Speaker ,  
when we l e ft the Council Chambers some five we eks ago , the 
Honourable Minister of I�q�an Affairs and ,  Northern Development 
was .adamant in his re fusal t o  discuss with , Council the qu esti on 
of c onstitutional re form for the Yukon Ter:r± tory . Now the 
Minister has agreed to advise  t�e Parliain�ntary Committee  that 
will be struck to examine the policy of' the Whit e  Paper to 
j ourney to Whi tehorse and hear the views of the Members of this 
CounciL Mr . Speaker , this is exactly what this C,ouncil has 
asked for ; this is exactly what the Minister originally refused 

' to do ; and this is now what , the Minister has agreed t o  do o 
' Mr o  Speaker , , : so.,me sell'::' out and some surrender .  ' 

. >', , ' . 

For th,e ' firs'{ 'tiinEf, i� the Yuko� '  s hist ory t the idea tllat 
cons;t.:;lttitional re form fs nec essary has been ta9i tly recognized 
by the Federal Government to the ext ent that t'he repres'enta'tives 
o'f th� " people are to be allowed their say beIore the senior 
governrnent o M,r . Speaker , what we ma�e of t,his opportunity is 
comple1(�ly up 't o 'us and I wciuld urge' all Members over the next 
few months to use, every available moment t o p-repare themselves 
for the task ahe�d . , 

' , 

I know it ' s  hard to realize now , but I think that we will all 
l ook back ,wi th some :fond memories ,in the fol;l,owing years a t the 
legislative 'and vocal lat itude irresponsible insti tutionl3 let 
us ,eIiJ oy � " When the responsibility o f  democratic inl3'tit,utions 
ar'e placed ' squarely upon our shoulderf? , ' and we. are trui'y ' " 

' 
answerable t o  the people , the onus will then be ' Up9n , ,each: ',and 
every ' one of us to prQve to the Fe deral Goyernment anq." , to :the 
Canadian public� ( t:n�t we are ready and capable of meeting' ' 'the 
obligations' placed upon us .. I hope that we are capable of  
meeting that, 'challenge which I have every reason t o  believe is  
close at  hartd . 
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Sessional Paper No . 2 - 1968 ( 1st ) Session 

Mr . S peaker 

Members o f  Council 

Councillor Cha�berli st ' s  Closing A ddress 

When the Commissi oner opene d this . session and wel c omed us , he 
welcomed 'a newiy formed ' Council . In h�s ope'ning add,ress , he 

' :gave u.s some informati on oil. what was expected o f  us during 
" this session �' . .. .  . , ' , . .  " ,  

';. ' 

Mr . Commissioner ' gave us some informa ti on about the mJ..nJ..ng , 
development o f  Anvi l Minin;i whi c h ;  o f  cours e , is indeed  some-: 
thing to look; forward to  :f.n t he future of this Terri tory . •  

; Hbwever '- '  :i..n his· 'spee ch he made specific points whi ch have ilo t 
materiali zed '� these  points dealing wi th the Terri torial " ; 
Gevernment and the Territ orial Council having soine knewle dge , 
e f  the proposed t ownsite in that area� Mr . Speak�� , thi� 
Cotinc il has had no'thing whatever to do ' with the propose'd �ew,n
s i te . The re have 1;>een a.rrangement s  made whe re the Ceuncl1 has 
been c ompletely l e ft out of  the pi cture a.nd it woul d 'appear to. 
me , Mr . Speaker , that . .  the remarks . made by the Commissie ner i� 
hi s opening speech wi t:h ' ;re'ferenc e ' t o  the tewnsite  hal:? not in 
any wa.y ma te'ria�i z e d .  I� is ' hope d ,  Mr . Speaker , that through 
the e fforts o f · thi� Council , the time will very , veri shortly 
c ome when the elected rriem,be..rs 6! the Terri tory will c erta:inly 
have s ome say in the matter of dev:el opmfmt of townsi tes, an,d " 
housin'g a.reas . I do net look ferward with any relish ,to. the ' 
eventua"I 'situatiOn when' the Admiriistrat i on \.,rill come forward 
and say to Members of thi s Ceuncil , "Here is your tewnsite , 
now you f09t the c ostsl l  •. 

Mr . Speaker " ,,it i's q,uit� pl ea:sarit no:w, t o  'know that the land 
in t.he Carcress 'area is to be r.el eas ed for c ons"tructien o f  
houses for the, emp�'()iees 0. f the' )riines , that ,are opening up in 
those areas . At : tne beginriing o f  thi s  ,session , it appeare d ' 
tha.t we were going ' ,  to he. ve sO.me di f ficul ty' in finding housi n g ,  
but cir6,umsta�:ces have ,now. been change d 'and ,we hope that in the 
very near' future , ' the Administrati On ,will :be '  abl� to. have some 
goo d' neYis fo:r' us . The C9mmi�sio'rier has ' re �e'rrea;, h)  spe eding ' ,  
up o f  land disposal and we have rec ently rece�ved informat ion 
that land disposal is t o  be spe e de d  up . This is s ome thing " 
that is bene ficial and I think the Administration must be 
c ongratulated  on continuing towards a satisfact ory c onclusi on 
in this regard . 

I think the Administrati on must be c ongratUlated on me e t ing the 
requirements of the public  servants of the Terri t ory , which 
included for a full measure o f  c ellective bargaining . The 
importance o f  the civil servants o f  the Territ ory is , o f  course , 
always of  the hi ghest . 

0 .,  0 0 2 
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I am unhappy , however , Mr . Speaker , deal ing with workmen ' s  
c ompensation .  I think the ne e d  for the workmen ' s  compensation 
o f fi c e  to be removed from Edmonton to Whitehorse i s  not 
re c o gni zed by the A dministrati on thou�h it i s  rec ogni zed by the 
people o f  the Territory who find s o  much di fficulty in getting 
their needs attended t o . , I hope that in the very , very near 
future , the Administration wi ll take anoth�r ; � ook at the 
situation and bring the workmen ' s  compensation offi c e  back t o  
the Yukon Territory where w e  can show that w� are sufficientiy 
responsible to take care o f  a smail administrative o f fi c e . 

Mr . Speaker , on page six o f  Mr . Commissioner ' s  remarks , we 
were told about an exhi bit at the Alaska Expositio n ,  which was 
put there by tlie Canadian Department of Trade and Commerc e .  
We have been advi s e d  that i t  had been shipped t o  Whi teho rse 
and " the c omments were . 0 • •  and this was on November the ' 6Y:l ',when 
Mr . Commissioner gave hi s opening address • • • •  that in a ,  re,1IV 
we eks this would be placed  in position fo r the publi c  t,q , se e .  
Ele ven weeks have pass e d  and nothing has been done abo:ll( ,t\l.,at . ,  
I wonder when th� s e  few we eks , as Mr . Commissi oner has �tated , 
will ac tually ' ext end t o , whether it  might be fi fty- two we eks . 

Mr . Speake r , the situation in regard to histori cal sites  is 
an unhappy one as far as I am conc erne d .  Ther e  i s  , provision 
made ' for a Histori cal Sites Board and it has ha d one meeting . 
Mr . " C:ommis's ioner has stat ed  that no thing can be done further 
about the monuments and the hist ory of the Territory be caus e 
o f  the shortage o f  funds . I feel , Mr . Speake r ,  that we must 
do everything possible in our power to maintain the hi story 
of the Yukon for the future of our pe ople . 

Re lating to  higher education , Mr . Speaker , the Commissioner 
has given some figures about the amounts o f  money that was 
being set aside for higher education but it woul d appear to 
me' that financial assistance t o  s tudents who go t o  outside 
c olleges and universities should be continued until they 
graduate into the pro fession chosen so that they can be 
encouraged as graduates in their pro fession to re turn to the 
Yukon wi th their professional training . We will need lawyers , 
doctors and engineers , and t o  cut them off  in the mi ddle o f  
their training at university , I think i s  almost criminal s o  to 
do . I beli eve , Mr . Speaker , ' t hat our vocat ional s chool program 
must be reviewed so that we turn, out tradesmen to bolster the 
small ' skil(l fo':h;:e o f  people : we'! have . At the moment , we are 
turning ' out s emf1.t e chnical p�"6ple , who are not rece iving 

; , ' s uffi c i ent knowle dge to be t e chni cians and not r e c eiving any 
knowledge to be tradesme n .  It comes t o  my mind that t here il3 ' 
a c on�i derable waste of  the �ublic ' s  �oney in the vo �ational 
set-up as it is . 

' 

Housing has become qui t e  a problem and it  is hope d that with, 
the proposed  housing board that will be forme d � that this may 
be alleviated , but at the same time we must s trive c ontinuously 
to get an answer t o  the housing situation and every e ffort must  
b e  made so that we  c an enc ourage pe ople t o  come here  and live . 
We require housing to have people ; we require people t o  make 
the Yukon grow . 

Mr . Commissi oner made some r emarks about the cost o f  electricity 
in the vari ous places in the Yukon . It is quit e  true that the 
co st  of ele ctricity varies , and I would suggest that that is  
a ll  the  more reason t o  show that only through the  private 
enterpris e  system can the cost o f  utilities be brought down to 
a l e vel  whereby the bene fits a c c rue to the people . Gi ving 
enc ouragment to the c rown corporat i ons such as the Northern 
Canada Powe r Commission wi thout c ompe titive bi ds from those 
others who can supply powe r , to me is  contrary to the principle 
of free enterprise for which I support . 
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We have also been asked by the Commissioner to give s ome 
c onsid��ation to the financial problems of the city . This was 
asked in his opening spe e ch , yet  I do not re call having anything 
brought forward in this Council in  r e gard to the City of Whi t e 
horse and its · financial probl ems . 

The s tr6ng r emarks that I find o b j e c ti onable , Mr . Speaker , o f  
the Commissioner ' s  was his r emarks wi th r e ference to our 
childre n .  He said , in fact , that th e stat e of  our chi�dren ' s  
drinking would sho ck us . Well , I have found nothing t o  be 
shocked about be cause the informat ion hasn ' t  been brought 
forward . He also went · on t o  say that the same thing appli e s 
wi th re ference t o  d;-ugs . This is what he. :said in his opening 
s p e e ch . Qui t e  frankly , Mr . Speaker , I find that the youth o f , 
the Yukon Terri tory are at tacke d ove rly . We have fi ne upstanding 
youngst ers . The re are a few probl ems amongst them but we have. 
j uvenile problems in e very part o f  Canada . · I feel tha t the 
remarks of the Commissioner were so stropg that it would appear 
to anybody outside the .Yukon Terri tory that we were .bre e ding 
al c oholics and drug addi c t s  amongst our children . I don ' t  
6elieve this and I . believe there i � a re sponsi bility upon the 
Seni o r  Exe c utive Offi c e r  of this Government to only speak with 
re ferenc e to the goo d  of our .y outh and what · can be done for 
the good o f  our youth a�d not attack them when they are unwar
rented attacks . I sincerely believe thi s .  The suggest ions 
that there wi ll be problems relative to dr14gs , et c . , in our 
Territ ory leaves me  co ld  and .not shocke d .  I t  might b e  publicity 
for the Administration but as far as I ' m  �oncerne d ,  unt il such 
time arri ves whe re it can be shown that  a si tuation of  drug 
taking exists among th.e chil dren of th e Territ ory , I. say , Mr � 
Speake r , that the Admini s t rat ion should leave our children 
alone and help · them to grow up and not at tack them and · try t o ·· 
drag them down . 

' 

There was also a sugge stio!). made , Hr . Speake r ,  t·hat the 'Cal":eros s 
Resident iaJ. S chool will be turned into a j uve!lil e det ention home . 
This i s  the most ludic rous suggestion that I have ever' possibly 
heard� The utilities al one in the Cal"c ross Resi dential S chool 
i s  between $35 , o,O;() and $40 ,000 . a  year . The plant there is 
t otally inadequate ·for a detention home for children , and I 
would suggest most st rongli that the Commi ssioner forge t about 
this i dea � We already have some very large white elephants . 

In closing , Mr . Speake r , I maintain that the moral o f  our 
c orrectional offic e rs a�e at a low e bb now because th ey are in 
authori ty .yet  they have no way to show their  authori ty . It s e ems 
to me to be niggl ey that ·there cannot be found a couple o f  
thousand dollars to uni form th e guards i n  t h e  corre ctional 
institut e � I would sugges t  that it  is the only place  in Canada 
where there is a gaol without uni forme d guards . 

Thank you , Mr . Speake r .  
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' J ' "  
�essi on�l Paper No . 3 - 1968 ( 1 s t ) Session 

Mr . Speaker ' 

Members o f  Council 

.C:ouncillor Shaw ' s  Closing A ddress 

This s ession marks a miles t one in my poli tical l i fe . F o r  the 
pas t  number of  years , ten to be exac t , this . 'Council has heeri 
working to bring a great e r  degr e e  �f s � l'� det ermination t� the 
pe ople of  the Yukon • .  S ollie 'of y o u  trlk.y · re ca1:� that "  I went i�to 
s ome detail of how I thought this c ould c ome a bout dur ing the 
spring ses��?n of  Council . 

The Mini s t e r  o f  Indian A ffairs and Northern Dev.�l opment has 
now stat e d  that he is about to pres ent to the Parliament o f  
Canada , l e gislati on designe d t o  provide � more respoA�ible 
form o f  government t o  this Terri tory o  Mr,� Laing has als o  
promi s e d  t o  do his utmost t o  �revail up�� the kember� of the 
Parliamentary Commi t t e e  wh o will s tudy t�ii:� bi ll  t o  c ome to  

' • •  T . • 

the Yukon to hear representati ons from �)ii� CounciL This 
st ep is most grati fyipg t o  .!l1,e and repres"eiit s t he culminat i on 
o f  many years of  � ffor� o i" ass;ure you , ' M,r . ' Speaker ; that I 
shall eagerly l o ok fofward t o .  the cont e�ts of this pfoposed  
gove�nment Whi t e  Paper �s weil as m� etini �itb Members of  the  
Parliamentary Commi t t e e  s t udyin� this proposal . 

I am also happy to s e e  that the once propos ed  cutbac�s will not 
n eed ' : to be implement e d  by the 'lo cal Administration .  

Counting the recess  over the holidays there is n o  doubt that 
this s e s s i on has been the longe s t  in Yukon history , but I 
maintain , one of  the most fruit ful . At the same t ime , it  has 
not been all ros es u We have been oblige d  to l e gislate increase d  
taxation o n  th� pe ople o f  the Yuko n .  This inc reas e has been 
acc ept e d  by this responsibl e  Counc il , even though it was 
re j ec t e d  by a ma j ority vot e of the  previ ous Council . As  you 
have noted , I have te rmed this Council a " responsible Council" . 
This i s  exactly what I mean . Right aft e r  an e l e c t io n , this 
new Counc il has had the courage t o  increase taxes to  the people 
in order t o  make it  possible t o  ge t about fi ve milli on dollars 
we would have lost if we had not followe d thi s  c ours e .  

This large amount o f  money will mean immediat e cons t ruction 
o f  many public  buil dings including , among many o thers , the 
start o f  much ne e de d  s chool faciliti e s , such as at Clinton 
Creek and the senior s e c ondary s chool at Whi tehorse ,  as well 
as the c onstruction of  the much ne eded  Cottage Hospi tal at 
Dawson City . This available money will also permit continuati on 
o f  many other ne c e s sary programs , particularly the important 
promoti on o f  the touris t  industry . I woul d say , Mr . Speaker , 
that we are back in busi ne s s , and as a bonus , we can look 
forward t o  the c onst i t ut i onal change s o  much desire d .  

o 0 a 0 2  



2 .  

As far as the e c onomy i s  conc erne d , there can be no doubt but 
that the Yukon is bursting at the seams . On e very hand we s e e  
new camps b� ing planne d or under development f o r  production o f  
minerals . We must not underestimate the oil and gas pot ential o 
What might s e em big today , se ems proportionat ely insigni fi cant 
six months later o To meet  this challenge it is essential that 
the Government of thi s Territory be able to keep up with this 
rapid- fire expansion o Thi s cannot be done by remote c ontrol 
4 , 000 miles away at Ottawa o 

This undeniable fa c t  highlight s the importanc e of the up- c oming 
Federal-Yukon talks on c onstituti onal matters o At this con
ferenc e , results mu� t be attained t o  start us on this road to 
greater s el f-determinat ion by the · people  o f  this Terri t o ry " 
for the pe ople of  this Territ ory . I trust that during the s e  
up- c oming discussions , Ot tawa will und erstand and appre ciate 
the t emper and det ermi nation of al l Yukoners o 

. 

. ; 
We can no l onger c ontinue t o  ac c ept t.te position whe re the 
Yukon ' s  policies are bas e d  on poli cies that must be c ompatible 
to the Federal Government . We can n ever progres s  when. we have 
to acc e pt policies base d  on a na�ion-wide political conc ept o 
It i s  my fe el ing that we mus t . s ooner or later , s tand or fall 
on our own re gional decisions o 

Thi s session , Mr o Speake r , has not been easy and refl e cts � 
c ontinuing pattern o f  more· problems to be fac e d  each time we 
me e t . As the Honourabl� Member from MaY9 has obs e rve d , very 
little i s  either white or black , but mostly grey o We can only 
hope that we have char t e d  our course wisely . Time only will 
provi de th:i, s answe r .  One. c ertaintv is t hat we can look for
ward to the Yukon ' s  future . with great c onfidence o  I would 
thank you , Mr . Speaker , and the Members of Council for the 
c onsideratio n you have shown me at this sessipn as the Member 
from Dawson o r wo uld al so  like t o  rec ogni ze the great assis
tance given Council by all Members o f  the Administration and 
the toleranc e and desire t o  s erve by .the Commissioner o My 
parting remarks are t o  wi sh one and all the mos t suc c e ss ful 
1 968 0 Thank you , Mr . Speake r .  

- '''I 
J 



r 
�-

( 
" 

January 23 , 1968 . 

Sessional Paper No . 4 - 1968 (1st ) Session 

Mr . Speaker 

Membe rs of Counc il 

C ounc illor Gordon ' s  Closing A ddress  

A great honour was ext ended t o  me  by  the  ele ctors of  the Mayo 
constituency . Howeve r , I am qu ite  sure that there were ve�y 
few wb,o made their choic e  simply be cause I was a woman . Ev�ry
one ��ew I would come here  t o  work in the interest o f  the Yukon , 
that ' the Mayo area was o f  prime interest , but that it would be 
s e c ondary when the whole of the Yukon i s  to be co�si dered .  It 
is 30 years tilis month since I first set foot in Yukon , and I 
have b e e n part and parcel o f  the changes whi ch have taken place  
during that time . I ,  t oo , f e el along with riommissioner Smith , 
in his opening address at the firs t s e ssio� � f thi s  Twenty�First 
Wholly Ele c t e d  Council that it is a signi ficant one ; inde e � , 
more than s i gnifi cant . When c onsidered in re spe c t  t o  Canada ' s  
Cent ennial and what has happene d in the re�t o f  Canada , we are 
still in  the infant stage of  government whil� the rest of 
Canada is up and running . 

In family life , when a c hil d reaches this 1 Ic oming of agel ! , i t  
indi cates that this indivi dual has reached a point in life  to  
take on re sponsibility - a c c ept a plac e in society as a member 
of it . Only when the child i s  incapacitated by c e rtain con
diti ons is it c onfined to the protection and care of the family . 
In my belie f ,  Yukon is not a re tarde d, chil d ,  physically incap
acitate d or beset with any o f  t he ailme nt s relate d  to man in 
this analo gy .  We s e em t o  have reaChed the point when i t  is 
t ime to remove the swaddling cl othes t Q , reveal not a child .who 
ne�ds c ontiriue d pro t e c tion , not a bewildered adoles c e nt , but 
a reas on��l� mature youth with the desire to assume and acc ept 
r�sponsibility as delegated by t he parent . We have wai t e d  a 
goo.d, many years in vain to  s e e  i f  ,we wi ll ' �yer be r e c ogni z e d  
as part o f  Canada . W e  didn ' t  mind being treat ed  as the baby 
o f  . the family , but as time has rac e d  on , i t  almost appeare d 
as though we were now neither step- chil d  nor e ven foster chil d .  
I t  is frustrating and heart-breaking to  compar e' what w e  have in 
Yukon to  the rest of Canada when one considers the hist ory o f  
the past  100 y ears . They bui lt a railroa9 from� sea to  sea as 
a result of c onfederation - this when th ere WaS little at 
e ither end and not much more than space in the .middl e .  Admit
t e dly it took c onsiderabl e time be fore the final spike was 
drive n , b ut what mus t not be overlooke d is that this was an 
e ra when the pac e  of life  was far di f ferent than that t o day . 
I dO , not believe there has been a mo re far-s i�hted move in 
Canadia,n history .  Would t o  God we had such a far- si ght e d  
program for the whole of  the north at this t ime or that w e  had 
ii during the �ast 20 years . We cannot afford t o  wait nor 
take the kin� " �f �ifue . taken a c entury ago ; the pac e  is far too 
swi ft . We have unt oJ,.d � untapp e d  resour c e s  to  dis cover in  order 
to  compe te  6n the woild mark�ts . We celebrate d  the 2 5� 
anniversary o f  the opening o f  the Alaska Hi ghway on November 20� . 
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This dusty , winding , 1500 mile ribbon o f  road has l e ft a 
d e fini t e  mark on the north - least of  which is the problem o f  
dust when taken i n  �he context of  this address . W e  have 
wat ched many sturdy , important communities grow as a result . 
However ,  i f  the urgency of  the n e e d  for that r oad had not 
exist e d ,  I hesitate to hazard a gue ss  as to what Yukon woul d 
b e  like t o day . It is surely safe t o  say it  would be far less 
t hat what we now enj oy . It i s  rather fright ening t o  think 
that we of the north ne ed  a maj or war to get any thing done or 
anyone to s e e  the urgency o f  the need fO.t it . 

A Canadian born Arctic explorer , Vilhelmar S t e f fanson , in hi s 
biography l lDiscoveryl f  :�dvoca t e d  airports ; roads , and railroads 
across the entire north o f  Canada and Alaska - thi s as long 
ago as 1912 - thirty o dd y ears b e f orethe Alaska Hi ghway be came 
a reality . It is my earne st hope and praye r  that during the· 
past s e ve ral year� whe n we have had such an increase of  int�rest 
in this part of the world by th ose who l ive outside and part
i cularly iri the east - in industry and in government , who have 
c om e  t o  thi s  Terri t o ry that they may s e e  the great pot ential 
o f  the north , stimulat e  i t s  e c onomy , help t o  cut the strangling 
ties of  bureaucracy , and bring about the changes whi ch are 
needed at this time wi thout c ounting the c os t .  We had a gold 
' rush 70 years ago , we had and have a Uni t e d  Keno Hill Mines , 
we have a New Imperial and a Clinton Creek , and Anvil and other 
ma j or mines are in prospe c t .  With this in our past and . pr es ent 
'should there be any reason t o  doubt t hat with 20 7 , 000 s quare 
mil e s  o f  the mos t wonderful real estate in t he wo rld that there 
should not : be  more , much more? Our small populatio n  at the 
moment is close enough to realize  our potential , capable and 
willing to take a more ac tive part in this developmen t but it 
would s e em that · we are not to be allowed to shed our swaddling 
clothe s . We ire l osing a valuabl e  p�rtion of  our long time 
populati on not be cause 'of  the hi gh e r  c os t  of living he re , but 
through unne c essary restrictions over which we have no control . 
We nee d  pe opl e - lots of  the m .  We c ould have ins tant populatio n 

.. when the need for· man power warrants i t  'by moving whole towns -
kit , cat , and caboodle - from thos e depressed  mining areas o f  
the Maritimes to Yukon ; pe ople whose heritage has been mining 
such as ours . If we make thi ngs easier than at pres ent , t hey 
would wel c ome the change and s t ay to 'become real Yukoners . The 
rest of Canada reaps a large bene fit from us . At the moment 
our only ma jor product is our ore whi ch goe s out s i de to enri ch 
the c o ffers of the inve s tors . We l i import' i  virtually e ve rything : 
food , cl o thing , fuels , gas , machinery , et c . , - all the things 
necessary ' for life '" Within time we may be able to develop 
other export s �  hydro power , wat e r , gas , oil , and heaven knows 
what more . 

May the good Lord help the world t o  resolve i t s  many problems . 
Canada , its  financ ial di ffi cult i es which also beset  other parts 
o f  the world - in' o r�e r that Yukon can be c ome an inte gr�t ed 
part of �his dominion . Th e first s e ssion of  the Twenty-First  
Wholly El e c t e d  Counc il was a'  l ong one  but , I hope , a most 
frui t ful one for Yukoners . This s e cond one was very short 
but no less fruit ful . There  have been t imes during it  when 
my inexperience in this field has made me feel as though I 
were s�imming in a �ery swif t � fl owi ng ,  muddy stream , and going 
down for the third t ime . There were times at the end of  a day 
when I am sur e  everyone o f  us was mentally and physically 
exhaust e d  by the enormity and variety of our deliberati ons . I 
have list ened int ently , l earned e�t ensively , spoken minimally , 
but nevertheless , I ho�e , · cont�ibuted along wi th my c olleague s , 
c onsiderably t o  this session . 
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Before closing my remarks , I would like t o  quote  some thi ng 
which I am sure few in Yukon have read although it is at 
nearly everyone ' s  hand - on the fly leaf of  our Yukon Telephone 
Di r ec tory .  I find it most heartwarming since  it came from one 
of Canada ' s  great publi c figures . " C�nada 1867 - 1967 . One 
hundr e d  years ago there were many who said that a little 
s e tt l ement near Lake Winnipag would never grow int o any thing 
more than a trading post . Later  still , men denied  that th� 
Prairies would ever be opened up for grain- growing. The same  
kind of  pe ople have doub t e d  that the re i s  a future for  the 
one- third , or the reabouts , o f  Canada that lies north o f  the 
6o� parallel . For those who have seen the Nor thland , there 
can b e  no pessilnis'm� The . .vi tali ty an d freshness  of the c ount ry , 
the int e grity and humani ty o f  i t s  people proclaim i t s  destiny . 

His Exc e llency General The Right Honourabl e Georges P .  
Vani e r ,  P .  C . ,  D .  S . 0 . , M .  C . , C o D  � 1 1  

During ·the pas t s everal days , we have heard s ome assurance 
that the time is at hand when the control o f  our dest iny is 
cl�se  at hand . In the meantime , we still have �ork to d o �  
The Commissioner i n  his opening addrei� o f  the fir st s e s s i on 
touched on sub j e c t s  which I hope wi ll be brought up in the 
near futu�� . In ad�i tion there are other fi elds i� whi ch we 
must continue t o  work and need our immediate inter est  � 
Y o N . L H . , the res olving o f  the muddl e o r  ' existing s ev:rer  and 
wat er  to avoid the c reat i on of more monst rosities su ch as 
exist , a good look at the houseke e ping ;t �A4mini s t �ati on in 
the Te rritory' and , last and not least , the p�ot e c ti on an d 
prese rvatio n  of our Yukon in all its aspects  so we never lose  
any o f  its  qualities whi ch we ' hol d s o  dear . We know this 
vitality and fre shness , the int e grity and humanity . May God 
in His wis dom help u� here and �hroughout Canada t o  a� tai� our 
destiny long bef ore Y�kon rea6hes .it s c ent enary . I pray I 
may make my small c ontributi on to - it during the next three y ears . 

I would express my thanks t o  Commis sione r  Smith , the members 
of his A dministrati on , those who attended Council as witnesses , 
the members o f  the press , and particularly those patie nt and 
h��d wo rking gi rls who , each night , transcribed our verbosity 
int o the print e d  word - our own Hansard . 

To my colleague s , a special thanks to each o f  you for a c c e pting 
me for what I ' am - the C ouncillor from May o , no more and no l ess o 
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Sessional Paper No . 5 - 1968 ( 1st ) Session 

Mr . Sp eaker 

Members of  Counc il 

C ounci llor Dumas ' s Closing Address 

The sit uation in th e Yukon Territory in the pa st has oeen such 
that over the last sixty or seve�ty years thi �t t itude of the ) Federal Government , no mat ter  wh�ch party was �n power,  was one -
of pat e rnali sm , prot e c t i onism , c o lonialism . They lo oked aft e r  
the wel fare , the e c onomic s and the polit ical development or 
polit ical non-development . The flu� tuat ion� ' in the e c onomy 
of the Yukon caused a pre o ccupation , whi ch wi th e c onomic s  
and wi th living, that pre c luded any gre�t c onc erted e f fort 
t owards responsible gove rnment . ' However ,  with in the last twe nty 
years things have b e gun to change . 

. 

We arrive in that point in o�r history and our polit i cal 
deve lopment .�t which we now find' ours e lves . The thinking of  the 
Federal Government , I sugge s t , has been shaken b e cause they s e e , 
as "Time " magazine apt ly put it , an organi zed movement · t owards 
resp onsibility taking place  arid taking form in the Yukon . The 
Territ or ia l  Counc illors have sugge sted  that this C ound_l , as 
well as the people of  the , Yukon� are desirous of  accepting 
those principles of c onstituti onal development that will result 
in the intro duc t i on of' a resp onsible system of government to 
the Yukon Te rrit ory . The C ounc il and the p e ople of the Xukon 
b e lieve that t o: de lay and frustrate the emergence of full partne r. 
ship for any o� 6ti� lands and peoples is alien t o  the princ iples 
which this nat i on , this Canada , holds · dear . The C ounc il and 
the pe ople o'f the Yukon desire to affirm their b e lie f that' the 
growth in full measures of the Canadian nat ion cannot be 
achieve d until the seal of democracy is set  up on all c orners 
of our land . : ' I repeat , all c orne rs of our land , inc luding 
this north-we st c orner , this Yukon . The present e c onomy of  
t he  Yukon i s  such that we  are t old , wi thin the next e ighteen 
or twenty-four months , over $150 , 000 , 000 will be expended in 
this Territory . Most o f  that is privat e money and I sugge st 
that pr ivate expenditure , that capitalism , is a stable e c onomy . - �  

The e c onomy o f  the Yukon will  no longer have t o  rely on  govern
ment hand-outs and la rge gove rnment payrolls for fre e ent erprise 
has at last arrived in the Territ ory. The argument that has 
b e e n  used to opp ose any movement t owards resp ons ibi lity has been 
that we c annot afford t o  run ourse lve s .  We  are fast disproving 
this argume nt . Anothe r argument is that we do not have enough 
pe ople . We have 1 6 , 000 or 18 , 000 p e ople , depending on wh om 
you are talking t o . The Honourable Minister of  Indian Affair s 
and Northe rn Deve lopment , Arthur Laing , said last S ept ember 
i n  Whit ehorse that it is  exp e c t e d  that Anvi l deve lopment 
will bring in another 2 , 000 worke r s .  So , the number of  p e ople 
is inc reasing. But even i f  it doesn ' t  increase , it d o e sn ' t  
mat t e r  for , as it has b e e n  said b e for e ,  how many pe ople do we 
have t o  have be fore we make democracy wor k ;  how many pe ople 
be fore you grant free d om?  It has been said that' we don ' t  
have the calibre of executive s , the calibre , indee d , of  
poli t i c ians to run this Terri t or y .  I hope that this C ounc il , 
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which I b e lieve has act e d  in a resp ons ib le , rat i onal manner 
throughout , will help to dispr ove that a.rgume nt . Expansion 
in the Terr itory is taking place  at a rate never b e f ore dreame d 
ab out . S o ,  this brings us t o  th e future o Here again the 
H onourab le Arthur Laing has sugge s t e d  that within five or ten 
years the monie s  that c ome out of th e deve lopme nts now taking 
plac e  in the Yukon Territory will help to swell Federal c offers . 
I sugge st that this is all right . We don ' t  mind sharing our 
wealth - after we are sure that our Territory is op erating in 
the blac k ;  after we are sure that the wealth that is c oming 
out of our groundS will he lp us if nece ssary , buy the democrac y 
which we are e ntitled to . Can you put a price tag on democrac y? 
I think not . There has been talk of  some areas of  Canada 
opting out of Confe derat ion . I su gge st that we are t rying t o . 
opt int o Confederat ion .  

We .have fought a bat tle  in this s t ru ggle f or responsibilit y .  
I t  is m y  belie f ,  notwi thstariq.i ng what has .be e.n said by a f e w ,  
that we , wQ� that bat tle . And , i n  wi nning that mo�t importint 
first bat i; le for fre�dorii , for resp ons ibi lity , we may in fa ct  
have won � t;h e  war . Only time wi ll t e lL What this C ounc'il 
has sugg� s � e d  and what the pe op le of the Yukon want is not 
aut onomy, t omorrow and provinc ehood the ne�t day . What they 
want td  See applied i s a pra c t ical step-by-step movement t o  
responsib ility - resp orisib ility for the p o li c y , for the acti ons , 
for the polit ical developme nt of  this , our Territory . Ri ght 
now i s  not t o o  s o on to s tart that step-by-step movement . Now 
cannot be too  soon to. start to move t owards fre e dom . Event ua lly,  
in the not too d i stant future , w e  shall have full respons ibilityo  
We  �ust have - full respon�ibili t y .  I t  will then be up t o  us , t'he  
pe ople of  th e <Yukpn , to  de cide  i f  we  shall b e c ome a province at 
that time . �ut . ·  one thing we wi ll know ; we will b e  ready for 
it , for it  is � w@ �  the people of  the Yukon , wh o mus t ultimately 
make tha t " ' deQisibn , not a government residing 4 , 000 miles away.  
It is the p e bple ' s  decis ion as t o  the de s t iny of  the Yukcn 
Territ o�y . It is the p e ople wh o. form the social , political 
entity that is the Yukon . It is our Yukon ; it  is cur Territ ory ! 
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Mr . ' Speake r 

Members of  Counc il 

90unc illor Taylor ' s  Clo sing Address 

We are now involved in the prorogation of  a spe cial s e s sion 
of Council and in re flexti on , we mus t appre ciate that in 
re�l i ty we are really concluding the Fall Session of Council ' 
f<?r the year 1967 . In other words , Mr . Speaker , we have me t 
here t o  s e e  the Whi t e  Paper as px:omis e d by the Honourable 
Arthur Laing which o c casioned the l engthy adj ournment of  Council 
over the Christma� seaso n .  I t  is t o  m e  a s  a repres entative of 
the Yukon people mos t di sappointing that the Government o f  
Canada and , more particularly the ,Minister , has not provi d e d  
u s  with the White, Pa,per a s  he so  solemnly promis e d  prior t o  
our , Christmas a�j ournment . It would appear t o me , and I am 
sure t o  the man ' on the s�reet , that the Minis ter  is a very , 
very determined man , indee d .  

I had the honour t o  b e  a Member o f  what now w e  t e rm the old 
Council , the same Council that were asked , or told as the case 
may be , t o  rais e  $600 , 000 by taxing liquor ,and a c c ommodation 
or suffer a budge tary cut - back of  $5 , 000 , 000 pe r year . Inde e d  
the Mini s t e r  came t o  ,Whi tehorse during the la �t  summer season 
and in an address t o  t he Whi tehorse ,Chamber of  Commerce , con
demned the pri�� Council for not raising th� se  funds . He 
stated that the prior Counc il had agreed  to the raising o f  
these taxe s . Mr . Speake r a n d  Honourable Membe rs , this is an 
absolut e untruth as minutes  of  the meeting , containe d in 
Government files and vi ewed by s ome of  the former Counci llors , 
will sho w .  And , yet we have been fac e d  with this a c c usation 
c ons tantly . I am frankly sick of  it . 

Nevertheless , the Mini s t e r  di d s e e  fi t t o  allow the people  o f  
the Yukon Territ ory to endure a full s eason o f  cut-backs such 
as stre e t  maintenance , building an d road c onstruction , and the 
partial curtailment of many of the essential servi c e s  we requi re 
here in the North . 

Upon the e l e ction o f  the current Council , Mr . Speake r ,  and 
face d  wi th the same probl e m , we agreed  to raise  tax revenues 
on an e quitable basis , that is to say as equitable as possibl e , 
and plac e d  into those tax bills amendments which would rec ogni ze 
the right of  the e l e c t e d  representatives of  the pe ople  o f  the 
Yukon to exercise some authori ty as to how thi s money should 
be spent . The Minister would no t agre e to this considerati on , 
to c ome to the conference table and me rely dis cuss the matter , 
and the re fore he r e fus e d  t o  give royal assent to these bills 
whi ch , of c ourse , is r e quired to make them into law . 
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We, then embarked on a series  o f  negotiat ions in o rder tha t we 
in the; inp;erest.s of the people of  the Yukon coul d c ome t o  s ome 
area of ;comp.r:q!TIi se  with t he Mini s t e r  o f  Northe�rn Af fairs and 
still , on e�ch oc c as�on , the 'Mini s t e r  refused to respect the 
SUbmissions of ·Coune iL Is thi s , I ask , the actions of an 
individ.ual and his a'dminis trat i on who claim t.o be so dedicateci 
t o  ou� ' p�o ple here in �he Yukon ? At this pOint- Council decided 
t o  await the promi s e d  Whi t e  Paper for mid January and adj ourned 
t o  j oin wi th their families for the Christmas season , setting 
the next sit ting dat e to January 2 2 , 1968 . 

Having arrived home , Mr . Speake r , the Mi nister  did three  very 
st range things . No . 1 ,  he imme diat ely move d the tabling o f  
the Whi t e  Paper promi s e d  f o r  this current sit ting ahea,d by 
thre e months . Then , he allowed the impo sition o f  a one mill 
tax increase on e ducation whi ch al l Members of Counci l opposed 
and of  cours e , as we  all know , was wi thdrawn by the Dommi s si o ne r .  
Then , not being completely satisfi e d  with this handiwo rk , he 
fu:r;-ther cut our budge.t by what would appear to be an addi:tional 
$ 4 , 000 , 000 bringing the t o tal budget cutbacks to 50% of th e 
t otal allocate d  budge t . It is int e re s ting t o  note that the s e  
cutbacks would take away from t h e  pe ople o f  the YUl:(on such 
i t ems as ins e c t  control , community development grants , s c ho ols , 
hospitals , e t c . Also went such extras as they 'b�ve'  been t e rme d 
as  t'he Boy S c out Girl Gui de , and Chambe r  o f  Mines grants , 
plus various assistance pro j e c t s  to the development o f  the 
human resour6e in the Yukon Territory . 

This I find both unreasonable and , inde e d , unthinkabl e in fa ce 
o f  Mister Laing ' s  appearanc e  be fore the Council of  the Northwe st 
Territo ri e s  only last spring in whi ch he stat e d  that there i s  
pl enty of  evidence o f  suffi ci ent resourc e s  i n  the Terri tories 
t o  support the people and lo cal government . Exc e pt fo r the 
di fficultie s  of t ransportation and c ommuni cation , they would 
have been tapped long ago . 

Wel l , Mr . S peaker , had the se  unfortunate events no t o c curre d ,  
t o day I woul d be willing , no do ubt , t o  once again take a chance 
and give the Minister the bene fit of the doubt . Howeve r , 
following thi s  deplorable chain o f  events which obviously were, 
designed to beat :.the Yukon pe ople into submi ssion , the re i s  no 
way in whi ch L ean c onsider the imposition of , any further taxes 
upon the pe o ple  of the Yukon , under these extremely bureaucratic  
c onditions . 

Mr . Speakef , I am now ent e ring my 20� year a� a resi dent o f  
t h e  Yukon Te rri t ory and , inde e d , I a m  c e l ebrating my 20� year 
as a prosp e c t o r a:nd workingman here in t he Yukon . Exp e rience 
o f  the bush has t&ught me that no mat ter how you mince your 
words , what is right i s  right and what is wrong i s  wrong . The 
l ong t rails  have taught me much about the people and , inde e d , 
pioneers in the Yukon Territory . And i t  t ells me , for  instanc e , 
what manne r  of  democ racy can possibly include such a situation 
as we find here in the northern portions of thi s dominion where 
a Cabinet Ministe r , e l e c t ed  elsewhere than by the pe ople of  the 
North , c ould  have the sole and exclus ive right to manipulate 
the lives and general well being o f  a free and aggressive 
pi one e ring people  like pawns on a c ommon chessboard , rai se 
their hopes t o  a reasonable l e vel o f  expec tation , or drive 
them to their kne e s  like cattle in a s t ockyard . As l ong as 
such a syst em as this exis ts , and base d  on r e c ent histori cal 
and c onstitutional fac ts here in the Yukon , I have pl e dged  
myself t o  resist and t o  c ont inue t o  resist  such a sys t e m . 
Clearly , t he Ministe r  has .19s:t , the confidence of  the peo pl e  o f  
the North , with very few excepti ons , and ttis includes both 
whi t e  and nat i ve citiz ens alike . 
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Mr . Speake r ,  the time has now come when the people o f  the Yukon 
should no longer be expe c t e d  to tolerat e or endure the c ompl e t e  
subs ervience to the Fe deral Government that w e  have endured for 
these past 70 years . Inde ed , during the past decade I am 
informe d that our Canadian Gove rnment has rec ognized so me 28 
new free and independent nati ons throughout the world , many of 
whi ch at 'one time formed a part of o ur British Commonwealth ,  
and I find it  ve ry difficult t o  comprehend the si tuation whereby 
40% of the Canadian land mass  remains in compl e t e  and ut ter  
bondage . The authority and admini st rat ion which hold the North 
in bondage is the Department of  Indian A f fairs and Northern 
Development , inc idious , ever- growing mons ter whi ch is sl owly , 
day- by- day , year- by-year , enveloping the North.  In short , 
Mr . Speake r , this Department of Go vernment wo uld appear t o  be 
stronger than t he Federal Parliament itself • •  

The ma j ority o f  Council has now acc ept e d  the latest stat ement 
by the Commissi oner of t he Yukon Territ ory as being suffici ent. 
t o wa�rant further impositi on o f  taxes upon the people o f  the 
Yukon . I am c onfident t hat the de cision you have made in this 
respe c t  has been done with honour and with the pe ople  at heart . 
However , I have to disagre e with your decision on the grounds 
.that the submission of the Commi s si o ner o f fers the people o f  
the Yukon absolut el� nothing . Indeed , the Commissioner , 
Commissioner Smith , could well oe the scapegoat i f  the Minister  
deci de s  t o  stray from what ever may be the  int ent o f  the 
Commissioner ' s  stat ement . The s tatement , in its fi nal paragraph , 
states as follows : And I quote  from c ontext , " I  would like 
you t o  know that this stat ement which I now make is made wi th 
the full knowledge and co ncurrence o f  my Mini s t er . I i  Indee d , 
the Commissi oner coul d  well be the s cape goat be cause there i s  
n o  dire c t  c ommunication here t o  t he Counc il from t h e  Mi nister 
hims el f .  On this point , i t  is int eresting t o  observe wha t had 
happene d to the former Commiss ioner of the Northwe s t  Territories , 
Ben Sivert z ,  when he s tat e d  in a c onfi dential l e t t er t o  his 
C ouncil , and I quote , I IAny Government Department can be relied 
upon to resist change . �hey c an al so  be reli e d  upon not to say 
so . They can also be relied upon t o  resort to the time honoure d ,  
and very e f f e c t ive tactic of delay . 1I As quoted  in the Vanc ouver 
Province of Monday , January 9 ,  1967 , in a ' Canadian pre s s  int e r
vi ew , it  i s  stat e d , " Northern Developme nt Minister  Laing is to 
decid e  t o day whether he will take any dis ciplinary act10n against 
B .  G. Ben Sivert z ,  . retiring Commissioner of the Northwest 
Te rritorie s . Sivertz will be on the carpet for a confidential 
l et te r  he wrote  to Members of the Territorial Council . The 
l et te r  criticized Laing and o f fi cials o f  hi s department fo r 
lack o f  a c ti on on the August report o f  the Carrothers Advis ory 
C ommis sion on the development o f  north ern government . ' A  member 
of  Laing ' s  staff  said  Sunday Departmental o f ficial s are  angered 
by the l e t t e r . 1 i Mr . Speaker , Honourable Members , I cite this 
only in an att empt .to remind you of how powerful and all enc om
passing the Minister and his Department can be in relation t o  
life  and ac tivity here i n  t h e  Nort h .  I f  this i s  not the . ultimate 
in utte r  bureaucracy , I don ' t  know what is . In c onclusion , 
Mr . Speake r , I must take the s tand tha t we , as the e l e c t ed 
repres entatives o f  the p e opl e o f  the Yukon Territory who mus t 
impose any form of  taxation upon the peopl e  of  the Yukon Ter
rit ory , have some say in how such revenues are s pent , and until 
we have been shown �n fa ct  that t he Minister ' s  Whit e  Paper does 
give us a substantial say in the c onduct of  our financ ial affairs 
here in the Yukon , I will co ntin�e t o  fight wi thout any quali fic
ation whatsoever the imposition o f  any additi onal taxati on upon 
the people of the Yukon Terri tory . Further , I would like t o  make 
a predicti on that having rec eived the tax revenues that the 
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Honourabl e Members , apart from myself ,  have grant e d  the Ter
ritorial Government , wi thin six months the peopl e  of the Yukon 
will onc e again be sub j e c t e d  t o  cutbacks in financial and 
bu�getary expenditure r e gardl ess of the promises of the Com
missioner on behal f of the Minister  of Indian A f fairs and 
Northern Development , an d you must now s e e  that this can only 
make the people of  the Yukon the loser o 

May I tha.nk all Members of  thi s  Hous e for the c ourt .esies  t . .!l.c;lt 
they have extended to me in my dut ies  as Deputy Speaker and 
Chairman of Commi t t e e s , and on behalf of all thos e in the 
Watson Lake e le c t oral ai sttyc t ;· ·whom I have the honour o f  
repre s enting a t  this Table , may I ext end t o  y o u  our wi sh for 
a safe re turn when next we meet agairi on March 4 0  

I thank you , Mr o Speaker o 
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Mr . Speake r  

Memb ers Df C ounc il 

C ounc illor Live sey t s  CI Dsing Address 

Sinc e November 6th , with the exc ept i on of  the period of  adj ourn
ment , we have been att empt ing to b e c ome acquainted with th e 
current prob lems of  the Territ ory , and so lve one o f  the most 
imp ortant issues ever t o  fac e a ne wly ele ct e d  C ounc il , namely 
the lack of  any financial agre ement with Ottawa which has b e e n  
i n  exist ence since March o f  last year . 

Without an agreement the whole proc ess of  Government lacked 
stability and orderly proc ess , and was further aggravat e d  by 
the d e c ision of  the p owers that be t o  reduce th e budge t by 
s omething like Five Million Dollars p Not a happy opening 
prosp e c t  f or any new C ounc il . However , the cause of disagree
ment had t o  b e  examined and it  b e c ame apparent that s ome thing 
had t o  be done to further the case for the establishment of  
more c ontrol over government whic h the  p e ople ' s  representatives 
had b e en requesting f or the last t e n  years . 

The alarming rate of inc rease t o  c over th e c osts  of operating 
and maintaining the gove rnme nt over the past three years 
esp e cially , added t o  the desire to seek more local c ontrol in 
order t o  provide a formula which would assist in the maintenanc e  
of a balance b etwe en c osts and the ability of  fifteen thousand 
pe ople t o  pay for what appeared to be an ever inc reasing expense 
over which the taxpayers had no c ontrol under the terms of the 
Yukon Act o 

During the dis cussions c overing the decision t o  hold back 
tax inc reas e s  C ounc il made several attempt s  t o  reach agree
ment with Ottawa and finally were able t o  s e c ure from the 
Department o f  Indian Affairs and Northern Development what now 
appears to be a move in the r i ght dire c t i on where a 
Parliamentary Committe e  of  the House of  Commons in charge o f  
the proposed White Paper on Yukon Constitutional Re form will 
be re que s t e d  to discuss the c ontent s  of  the Paper with the 
C ounc il of  the Yukon Territory.  Not pre c isely in the manne r  
and form re que sted by C ounc il , but c l ose  enough to be a 
reasonable c ompromise . The C ounc il did everything in i t s  
allott e d  p owe r within t h e  me aning of  th e law t o  reach agre ement 
and it be came c lear that a c ont inuat ion b eyond that point 
would only contribute to further c on frontati on and thereby s e rve 
no use ful purpose . In this game of  politics it is j ust as 
essential t o  know when to s t op as wh en to start , and in any event 
after we have s e en the f ormula we will s t ill b e  in a positi on 
to make new proposals , the same as all other eme rging govern
ments have done in the past . 

Although it may b e  felt in some resp e c t s  that the budge t cutting 
was nothing more than political poke r ,  we must c o nsider that in 
all seriousne ss , i f  we want more resp ons ibility we must earn 
the right to it , and pr ove to others that we are worthy of th eir 
c onfidenc e . At the same t ime , a more . e quitab le dis tribut ion of 
c onstitutional p ower over Northern Affair s should be inc reas ingly 
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share d  wi th north ern residents and gove rnme nt in or der t o  
assist northe rn pr ogre s s ,  settlement and deve lopment . All 
change s which materially affe ct  the nor th inclusive of c on
st itutional change should be discus s e d  with local government 
be fore any deci si ons are made - not a fterward . 

The sys t em use d  ove r the ye ars by Federal government s t o  a c t  
first and talk se cond has brought more fai lure than suc c e s s  
t o  the Northland added nothing but duplication of  e f fort , work 
and c onfus i on .  

In a very short period of  t ime w e  wi ll be returning onc e again 
to \nJhit ehor s e 'for UIe Spring Sessi on , with brighter prosp e c t s  
toward discussi &p:. pI  the n e e d s  of  th e people brought about b y  
the se tt lem�nt Qf t h e  di spute over fiscal arrangement s and the 
assurance i'hat :'�he austerity program will b e  lift e d , ' which should 
assist ill c qpce�ned ,  b oth Administration and C ounc i l , to 
c omple t e  financial arrangements fo r the co�irig year . 

In closing may I offer my fu ll appre c iat i on for the kind and 
s inc ere e f forts of th� C ommissi 6ner in evidenc e at all t imes 
during the Sess ion in our b ehalf, and for our ultimate b e ne fit . 

and for the very kind e f fort s oI 'al1 staff members and others 
working in c lose ass ociation during the pa st tw� Se s sions . 
Thank y,ou Mr . Speaker o ' : 
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Sessional Paper No .  8 - 1 9 68 ( 1st ) Se�sion 

Mr . Speaker 

Members of Counc il 

Comm�ssioner Smi th ' s .Closing Addre�s 

I am pleas e d  to gl ve ass,ent to the Bills as enumerat e d  by the 
Cle rk .  Thi� speci�i s� ssion appears to have served a very 
use ful purpose and I would express  to you my appre ciation for ' 
the manner in which the business at hand has been dealt wi th . 

Not many weeks remain , b e f ore the Spring Session will be called 
and much administrative wo rk has t o  be done in order t o  be 
'ready for the Couneil at ,that 'time . 

To all Councillors , a pl�asant and safe j ourney to your 
destination , particularly tho s e  who are heading t o  Hawaii . 
We look forward t o  s ee ing you back here as a group on the 
4� o f  Mar ch , 1968 . 
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